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"I AM DEBTOR-I AM READY" 
. There was a time in the life of Saul of Tarsus when 

he believed that he owed no man anything; touching the 
righteousness which is of the law, he was blameless. 
Then his chief Creditor rendered His account, and. he 
learned that he was so deeply in debt that the payment 
of the debt was hopeless. Thereafter it was revealed 
fo him that the only way by which he could hope even 
to attempt to meet his indebtedness, was to reckon himself 
a debtor to all men; or, as he said to the Romans: "I am 
debtor ,both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both 
to the wise, and to the unwise. . So, as much as in me is, 
I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also." What was true Sf the Apostle Paul, is true of 
every believer. We are under obligation, as much as 
may lie in us, to be ready to preach the gospel where 
opportunity offers. 
. The Acts of the Apostles were really the "acts" 'of the 
Holy Ghost through the apostles. The most authorita
tive of all text-books on missions is the New Testament 
itself; and it would ·be well to follow the policy and pro
gramme there ~llustrated. The gospel in its fulness, the 
story of the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, and 
the promise of the fulness and power of the Holy Ghost, 
was first preached at Jerusalem. Thereafter it was 
carried to the larger centres of population, to Damascus 
and Cesaerea, to AntiQch and 'Corinth, Athens, Philippi; 
and, in the verses we have quoted, Paul is ready to go to . 
the world's metropolis, "Rome also". 

The principle of that policy should govern all mission
ary enterprise. Villages and smaller towns should not 
be neglected, but large centres should be evangelized. 

Within the memory of this Editor, when he' was still 
a member of what we now call the Old Convention, Bap
tist work in the Canadian metropolis, the City of Mont
real, was far more flourishing than it is to-day. The 
largest and most influential church, from twenty-five to 
thirty years ago, was Olivet. The First Church left 
their old 'building and erected a new one, not large, but 
compact and commodious. But years ago the First Church 
and the Olivet Church were merged in what were called 
the First Church in the Olivet building; and that has 
steadily declined. Westmount is perhaps now the princi
pal Baptist church in Greater Montreal. There are other 
lesser places, but Montreal presents a great opportunity 
for aggressive spiritual work. 

.. -:.... ~~ -~~ .. ~,:. '~" 

Thousands of people who are nominally Catholic, have 
really broken from the Church of Rome. Many of the 
Protestant churches are either Modernistic in their 
preaching, or 'chilled by a deadly neutrality toward vital 
evangelical principles. There is a certain growing section 
of Montreal which is predominantly English-speaking, 
and is occupied by what perhaps would be called, a 
"~iddle-class" people. One of our very earnest brethren 
and his worthy son have been carrying on a work in this 
part of the city. The expense of the work has been largely 
paid by the senior of these two, and sufficient prospecting 
has been done, we believe, to prove there is a great oppor
tunity for aggressive, biblical, Baptist, evangelism in 
that quarter.· We withhold, for the time being, the names 
of tpese two to whom we' refer, and also the particular 
district in which the work h,as been carried on. 

But we write now to say that the Executive of the' 
Union have given long and careful thought to this mat
ter, and that they feel, if it should be at all possible, we 
ought to take steps to establish a permanent work. We 
have in mind a man whom we believe would be qualified 
for this work, and' this is written to appeal to our con
stituents for help. Only about three years ago two 
brethren contributed a hundred dollars to experiment in 
Kapuskasing, with the result that we now have an es
tablished Baptist church there, with a building of their -
own, and its'ministry characterized by the blessing of the 
Spirit of God in the conversion of many. 

We feel a like prospect beckons us in Montreal. We 
need money to enter. Some people are sentimentally at- . 
tracted to what is usually called "foreign" missions. If 
Montreal were in the Argentines or in Brazil, or in far-off 
India, there are people who would think of it as a fine 
centre for missionary operation. But here it is in our 
own country. One-tenth of the entire population of the· 
Dominion of Canada is concentrated on the Island of 
Montreal. The Roman Catholic problem is the ,biggest 
religious and political problem of the Dominion of Can
ada. Concentration upon work, definite, biblical, evan
gelistic work in the ,City of Montreal ought to charac
erize the work of all evangelical bodies. Nothing is 'more 
important. " 

The Executive Committee feel that they must have at 
least $500.00 in hand or pledged, to be .paid, part imme
diately,. and the rest through a period of five 'Jilonths, be-
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fore they can safely undertake this work. Of course, it 
must be remembered that all our regular Home Mission 
obligations must be met month by ·month. It would be 
folly to begin a new work, and fail to maintain existing 
Home Mission enterprises. So that th~ $500.00-we 
ought really to say $600.00, $100,00 a month from the 
first of March to the end of August-must be over and 
above all regular offerings for Home Missions. 

It may be that some of our readers are like the two 
brethren who gave $50.00 each toward starting the work 
in Kapuskasing. They may have an amount which they 
can afford to invest for the Lord in the City 'of ·Montreal. 
Some may say, "But there are plenty of rich people in 
Montreal. Why should not Montreal look after itself?" 
Quite true. There are. But comparatively ff!!W of those 
who have la.rge material wealth have capacity for an ap
preciation of the unsearchable riches of Christ. "The 
poor ·have the gospel preached to them", and evermore it 
is the poor who preach it. 

In this new section of Montreal, we shall probably find, 
if we enter, large numbers of Christian people hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness, people who long to 
hear the old gospel of the grace of God preached in dem
onstration of the Spirit and of power. But somebody 
must. go and search them out. Beside, there are tens of 
thousands of people who need salvation. But "how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach, except they be sent?" 

At a time when we are making an appeal to our GOSPEL. 
WITNESS friends for oui' Jar:vis Street interests, THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS and the SEMINARY, it would seem absurd 
to make a further appeal, and so perhaps divert some 
contributions from the funds· whose needs are so great, 
and to which we have just referred. But we are making' 
this appeal on this principle: "There is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more 
than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." We are asking 
the Lord'to dispose His people to meet our requirements, 
and we add this special request for aid for our Home 

. Mission Work-and we believe in the end, the need of all 
these funds may be supplied. 

Are there not some, of our readers who can invest 
$5.00, or $10.00, or '$15.00, or $25.00, or $50.00, or 
$100.00, in this worthy enterprise? Send your contri
butions at once, or if you have not the m'oney, send your: 
promise of what you will give between now and the first 
of August, and when you will send it, so that we may 
know whether we may dare venture upon this daring en
terprise. Let us hear from you at once. 

OUR HUNGRY CHILDREN 
Last week we published an article appealing for the 

SEMINARY arid GoSPEL WITNESS FUNDS, to all our con
stituents. We have done this every year from the be
ginning. T.HE GOSPEL WITNESS is some years older than 
the SEMINARY, but we' feel sure we are correct in saying 
there could be no SEMINARY without THE WITNESS; and 
there would, have' been no UNION OF REGULAR BAPTIST 
CHURCHES in Ontario and Quebec but for the ministry . 
of both of them. 

The WITNESS has endeavoured to be a hewer of wood 
and a drawer of water to all good causes from its begin
ning, and we believe it has been 'blessed of God in its 
ministry. The Canadian Baptist, the paper of the Old 

Convention, has been.reduced to two issues a month, for 
want of funds. THE GOSPEL WITNESS has continued its 
weekly appearance for now nearly eighteen years, al
though we have no such constituency of churches to ap
peal to as has The Canadian Baptist. But. THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS has continued because it has supplied a need; 
and its many friends, ·by their generous help, have made 
its continuance possible. 

THE SEMINARY is also a very important missionary en
. terprise. Missionary work cannot be carried on without 
missionaries; churches cannot long subsist without pas
tors; and where are sound Baptist Pastors ·to be found 
if we do not produce our own? 

The year ends both for the SEMINARY and THE GOSPEL 
WITlIiESS FUNDS MARCH 31ST, and we shall be most 
thankful for the help of all who are able to contribute. 

.1 

REV. H. C. SIu\DE'S ITINERARY 
Rev. H.C. Slade, of Timmins, by the request of the 

Board of the Union, is just beginning another itinerary 
among the churches of the Union. We suggest to the 
Pastors of the churches visited, that they make. every 
effort to make the offerings taken at the services as gen
erous as poss'ible, in order to meet Mr. Slade's travelling 
expenses. He has been released by the generosity of 
the Timmins church, and is asking no remuneration for 
himself. His itinerary is a strenuous one, and will make 
.great demands upon his strength, but we hope our Pas
tors will endeavour to make the services pay travelling 
expen~es so that the itinerary shall not be a charge upon 
any Union fund. 

Following are Mr. ·Slade's appoin'mnents: Thursday, 
February 8th, Pas~ors' and .Peoples' Conference, in 
Briscoe Street IChurch, London .. Sunday, Feb. 11th, 
annivers·ary services in Briscoe Street Chur:ch, mornin'g 
and evening. Monday, 12th, Fingal; Tuesday, 13th, 
Springfield; Thursday, 15th, Sarnia; Friday, 16th, 
Courtright; Sunday, Feb. 18th: morning, ,Essex; even
ing, ,Chatham. Monday, Feb. 19th, Wheatley; Tuesday, 
20th, Courtland; Wednesday, 21st, .Shenstone Memorial, 
Brantford; Thursday, 22nd, Hespel'er; Sunday, Feb. 
25th: morning, Orangevi.Jle; evening, Alton; Monday, 
26th, Tottenham;' Wednesday, 28th, Long Branch'; 
Thursday, 29th, Jarvis Street, Toronto. 

Some Free Dates 
The following dates are as yet free: Friday, Feb. 9th; 

Wednesday, the 14th; Fil"iday, the 23rd; Tuesday, the 
27th. Friends interested will see from the wbove itin
erary where Mr. Sliade will be the ·day preceding and 
-the day following the free dates; and if .there is any 
place -Mr. ISlade eould visit within ·easy reach, please 
write to the Union Om'ce, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, re
questing arrangements .be made. 

We. ask ·all our friends, not merely those in the 
chuTches whic.h Mr. Slade wiU visit, but all readers, 
earnestly to pI1ay that Mr. Slade's visUs to these var
iouschurches may be.richly'lbiessed of the Lord .. 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 
. ". BOURLA,M;AQUE 

. Last Sunday evening we began to broadca!;!t the gospel 
over the local radio station. . It reaches towns forty-five and 
fifty miles away quite clearly .. Our broadcast is from the 
studio at 8~30 p.m. for fifteen minutes. God enabling, we may 
shortly increase this ·period to half an hour, and shall as soon 

(Cotdi .. 1IAId 1m page 1) 
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' . . 
SHOULD THE BELIEVER SEEK TO BE "BA'PrIZED" OR TO BE 

"FILLED" WITH THE HOLY GHOST? 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T.·~. Shields " 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, .sunday Evening, February 4th, 1940 
('Stenographically Reported) 

"Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none.9f his."-Romans 8:9~. 

(399) 3 

You may perhaps recall that Isaac did very little in something for us and in us, and we have been, and are 
his day that was original. He reopened the wells that now, the subjects of the operations of the Spirit of .God; 

'his father had digged, because the Philistines had stop- because in no other way can salvation be begun. 
ped them and.filled them with earth, "and he called their I do not think it is too much to say.that there is a 
names after the names by which his father had called sense in which the Spirit of God works upon those whom 
them". He led his people back into the old paths, to the God has chosen e'l1en before they know anything about it. 
old wells; not to do some new thing, but to do as his Some of you perhaps would say, as I have· heard others 
father Abraham had done. say, that there was a time when you "started out to serve 

There are many wells of Scripture which have been the Lord". Someone else may speak of "giving his heart 
stopped by the false teaching of various Philistines. tothe Lord"-and those who thus speak are sincere, they 
There is scarcely a doctrine of the gospel that has not think they ".started", that they' gave their hearts, as 
been perverted; and it seems to be necessary in our day though the ,beginnings of salvation were ~ith tJtem. But· 
to clear out some of the old wells, and to get back to the actually they were not. The beginning of salvation is 
teaching of 'the Word of God. Whether it· be the doc- always with God-for that is the only hope of its con
trine of the Lord's first advent, or that of His second, tinuance and its completion. ·As we observed ·last Sunday 
you find that these precious truths of. the Scripture have morning, "I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be 
been surrounded by so many human vagaries that it is for ever." . , . 

. sometimes difficult to get through to the simplicity of the The Scripture says, "You hath he quickened, who were 
Word of God. The Word of God is made of none effect to dead in trespasses and sins." T·he initial quickening 
many in our day by 'the tmdLtions of men, as it was power of the Holy Spirit was exercised in the believer, 
when OUT Lord so chllJl'ged the Scribes and Pharisees. and the soul that was dead was made responsive to the 

That, I think, is especially true of the scriptural doc- Divine Spirit by the operation of divine grace; and no 
trine of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the believer's one who has riot experienced that has really any part in, 
life. In many instances, the great tl"uth that the Holy Christ. The Word of God tells us that we are born of 
Ghost ·has come, and that He has come to minister the the Spirit. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
things of Christ~ ihas lbeen 'beclouded 'by associ'ation with that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." Our ~ord 
many extravagances, even on the part of genuine refused an explanation of that mystery, even to the 
Christians, of true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. learned doctor of the law, NiCodemus; for the simple and 
This evening therefore I shall call your attention to a sufficient reason that. the operations of the Spirit of God 
number of scriptures intimately related to that which I are entirely. beyond human. unders~nding. The .salva
have. read to you as a text. tion of a soul, the' miracle of a new creation, 'cannot be 

reduced to the result of a merely rational process; and 
I. we need to be clearly grounded in ihat fact. 

To ibegi,n, our text clearly teacihes ,thlat EVERY TRUE . There are many forms of religion which bear the 
CHRISTIAN Is ,DISTINGUISHED BY T·HE FACT THAT HE HAS Christian name which are psychical or psychological, 
THE SPIRIT OF GoD. Whatever that· may mean, the Spirit rather than pneumatological, or spiritual; their dynamic 
of God is with him, and in him; otherwise, this scripture is not the power of the Holy Spirit, but the energy of the 
says most explicitly, "he is none of his". .'. human mind. You have an example of it on the negative 

What does that mean? This is not. spirit spelled with side in Christian Science; and an example of 'the same 
'a small "s". It does not mean the temper and disposi-. principle positively applied' in what is· generally called 
tion of the Lord Jesus. It 'mearis the 'Holy Spirit, the the Oxford Group and their teaching. It is a reorganiza
third Person of the Trinity; tha,t He is with and in tion of the mind, a reorientation of one's mental and 
every true Christian, and t\1at ~f we have not the Holy moral relatiops, apart from the Spirit of God. The true 
Spirit, we are none of His. Christian is characterized by the fact that he has the 

If you reflect a moment, I think: you will see, that . Spirit of God; someth~ng, or rather.' Som~one, has come 
that must be so, in' the nature of the case, if it be into his nature that was not there .before; there is a 
that 8alvation Dis whoUy of gra,ce. When we say that the divine, supernatural Power of which he has become the 
Scripture declares that salvation is of grace, it means it subject, of which those who ar~ not .in Christ have' no 
is wholly of God; that it is God Who saves the sout The experience. If it were possible for us to know the 
soul. doe~ not save itself. The initiativ.e in the salvation philosophy of it, or if you like the divine science of it, 
of the soul is with God .. "Wheri thou saidst, Seek ye my we were all reJ1lly quickened ·by' the Divine Spirit, tpose '" 
.face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face,. Lord will I . of us who ar.e :Christians, and ,born· again before we 
seek!' We love Him, it is true, but because He "first knew it. For there is a sense in .which faith is the fruit 
loved us". If we are really Christians,God· has done of ·the new.lifeand the' first evidence of it:rather thaD 
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a primary condition of it. We are born of the Spirit of 
God, and the whole figure suggests a:' passive state' where' 
there is no volition, but a quickening power from without. 
I know that that is rather "high" doctrine-but just as 
high as the Word of God, and no higher. When a soul. 
is really saved, the work is begun by the Holy Ghost, and 
unless the Spirit of God has thu's wrought in us, we are 
"none of his". . 

Will you try clearly to settle that in your .minds, that 
Christianity consists in the exercise from without of a 
supernatural power Y Participation in the benefits of the 
gospel means that we have had, consciously or uncon
sciously, some experien~e SUbjectively of the work of .the 

. creative Spirit of God upon our own darkened natures. 
The Spirit of God comes to dwell in us, and ev:ery true 
Christian becomes, if I may so say, the residence of the 
Holy Ghost. '\ 

Someone may ask, "Is not" that the experience bf the 
few?" Not at all. If you have not that experience, if the 
Spirit of God ,be not in you, you are "none of his". You 
may -be a church member, a man or woman of exemplary 
c·haracter, of unblemished record; but· that whioh dis
tinguishes a true Christiari from one who' is not a 

'Christian is the fact that the Spirit of God is in him. 
To that rule, there is no exception. ' 

And He has sent the Spirit into our hearts to teach 
us to cry,' "Abba; Father." "Ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear"-we are not to be full 
of fear lest we should lose our part in Chri"st. We are 
not to be always under the bondage of the Law, fearing 
its stripes, and coveting its rewards; but rather, "ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father." Faith in its beginning, after all, is but 
the expression of a divine instinct implanted within the 
80ul by the Spirit of God. It is because, 'by His abound- , 
ing grace, we have. sovereignly been made His children, 
quickened into newness of life by the Holy Ghost, 
possessed by His Spirit, and taught of Him, that we dare 
to'address Him as, "Our. Father which art in heaven." 

II. 
BUT How DOES THE SPIRIT OF GOD BEGIN HIS WORK?' 

What is the place of the human will? . How does the 
Divdne Spirit !bring into 'harmony 'and co-operation with 
Himself, all the functions of the mind ? Is .salvation 
something that is superimposed upon us, in spite of our 
wills? How does God ·save the soul? , . 

John, by the Spirit, says, "Ye have an unction from 
the Holy One, and ye all know." . 

There are some people who have a native capacity for 
music, some'a natural capacity for art. They have a 

because you could see ,both ends of the logs at the same 
time! The poor soul had not the remotest idea of per
spective. There was not.a line in the picture that was 
not an offeJIce to anyone of an aesthetic s~nse. But she 
could not help it: she thought she had done well. Her 
husband was blissfully ignorant of the fact that she had 
not-and as they were happy, why shou.ld I say a word? 

The o~her was the home of a rather distinguished man. 
What his wife's educational training had been, I do not 
know. She was a very imposing person in appearance
and she also "painted". When you .entered the hallway, 
there was a great thing in a frame-they called it a 
picture. I should not exaggerate if I said it was at least 
six feet in height, and three or four feet in width. It 
stood on an easel hi the hallway, so that you could not 

. get into that domicile without seeing it .. There was no 
'escaping it; and they were very proud of. it. It was 
worse than the picture of the sawmill. I do not know 
how I could describe it better than by saying it looked 
like a paint-shop struck by lightning. The poor woman 
thought it was all right; and as they had to live with it, 

. and I 'had not, I suffered it. I could not have lived with 
it without suffering mental torment. 

o.ther people !h'ave a gift for .figures; they are born 
mathematicians. I read the other day of a little boy of 
three years of age who could give an accurate answer to 
most involved mathematical problems within a few min
utes. I envy people of that sort. Such natural aptitudes 
and capacities, which are a birthright which no school 
can confer, illustrate a principle. 

You and I came into the world w:ithout any aptitude 
for spiritual things; we had no spiritual capacity;' we 
were "dead in trespasses and sins". But when we were 
touched -by the Spirit of God, that Spirit created in us 
a capacity for tlJ.e reception of spir.itual trpth, and for 
the enjoyment of'spiritual realities, so that we were able 
to understand the truth. The Spirit of God opened new 
realms of truth to us; He pushed back the .boundaries 
of life and made us at home in a spiritual universe. It 
was something like that the Apostle John ,intended, I 
think, when he said, "'Ye, have an unction from the Holy 
One, and all know." That" is to say, we were endowed 
with a spiritual faculty so that 'We could understand and 
receive the things of the Spirit of God-and without 
that, we cannot be Christians. For it is written again: 
"But ·the anointing wl;1ich ye have received of him abideth 
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you:' but as 
the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, 'ye 
shall abide in him." 

natural love of the aesthetic. Some people are given eyes In what did that "unction", or anointing consistY 
to see things to which others are blind. I think at the What did the Spirit of God do for us? The Lord Jesus 
moment of two homes I once knew. One was the home . said, "When he (the Holy Spirit) is come, he will reprove 
of an intimate friend of mine; and I never visited him the world of sin, and of r.ighteousness, and of judgment: 
without feeling myself ~nder the necessity o.f restrain- of sin, because they believe not on me." . I could find a 
ing my natural disposition to express .my feelings about : man who has been at his cups, in rags and' tatters, who 

· some things. His wife painted! I do not mean· that 'has wasted his substance with riotous living: and with-
· she painted the kitchen': she. painted what she called out much difficulty I could persuade him that he is a 
pictures. : She was a very excellent woman, but decidedly sinner. A man who has been guilty of the violation of 
riot an artist. I 'have in mind now a picture that hung some one' or more of the precepts of the Decalogue, who 

. 'in- the. parlor, in a very nice· fraine-the· frame was by .. fs a thief, or. a liar, or a murderer, or a debauchee, will 
· all, odds the best pari 'of it. It was a' picture of a .' readily .agree that· he has done evil. He has some sense 
country- sawmill-not· a very' poetic' subject.· There 'was, Of what· is morally ri'81ht or wrong'; the ,fu.Iiction ·of con-' 

.. a;': pii"e' of~lci8:.s . which the goodwomari lilid 'painted: ~ I" do science is, not.;::whoIlY· absent from hini-:"'notwithstanding, 
"not know how she'was' able to see anYthing Iike'that;-'=he=does not'see'what iin' i's: in' the Biblical sense. : 
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But' what is sin ?-"B~cause they believe not on me." 
Without the unction from the Holy One, men would 
never recognize the rejection oi Christ to be the greatest 
of all sins. Sin, the' mother-sin, the sin of all ,sins, the 
.sin that shuts and bars the door of heaven, is the sin 
of refusing to believe on the Lord Jesus. Mr. Professor, 
proud of his intellectual attainments, or some university 
students who would pour contempt upon religion and 
upon the things of Christ, would be shocked if you were 
to tell them that the very thing of which they boast is the' 
thing that, in the sig.ht of God, is ,the sin of. all sins, that 
of refusing to believe on' the Lord Jesus Christ. Only: 
the Spirit of God can teach us that-but the Holy Ghost 
does. "He will convince the world of sin"-not because 
men get drunk, or' steal, or kill; not because of' these 
things. Such deeds are sinful; but though men be free 
from all of these, they are still sinners, "because they 
believe not on me". 

Sau' of Tarsus, touching the righteousness of the law, 
'Was blameless, a man of flawless moral character, who 
sa"id; "I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth." 
He thought it was right! He believed in 'the oughtness 
of his opposition to Christ. And yet when that Light 
that never was on sea or land shone into his heart, when 
the Spirit of God spoke to him, and he heard the voice 
of the Son of God from heaven, he asked, ,"Who art thou, 
Lord?" And the Christ answered, "I am Jesus whom 
thou persecutest." And Saul of Tarsus learned that the 
great sin for which God would never forgive a man 
unless he repented of it, was the sin of rejecting Jesus 
Christ. Only the Spirit of God can teach a man that. 

".of righlteousness." W·hat. is ri'gibteousness? I do 
not know; you do not know. There is no standard of 
righteousness anywhere in the world. The world has 
never seen but one righteous ,Man. In . all its long history 
there has never been but One Who was "without sin"; 
and that One was the Lord Jesus. He said, "I am going\ 
away., and when I have gone, the norm, the standard, the 
rule by which men are to measure themselves; will be 
gone. There will be no one to stand up beside and say, 
'1 am as good as you.' Then no" one can know what 
righteousness is unless and until -the Spirit of God tells 
them. Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more." 

There are men here this evening, many of them, who 
once of a day tho_ught' they were righteous. Their out
ward character was w~rthy. They would be called by 
their friends and n,eighbours, good men-until the Spirit 
of God taught them what the Book means when it says, 
"Ail have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." 
Do you know IW1hat it is to "come short of f.ihe glory of 
God ?" It is to be short of the glory of God as revealed 
in Jeau's Qh'rist. To ·be Ibroug.ht to 'aIll understanding of 
that is. the work of the Spirit of God; and the unction 
which we have received from the Holy One Qegins by 
show,ing us our sin ann unrighteousness. 

"Of judgment, because the prince of this world is 
judged." Not of judgment to come; do not misquote 
that text. That is not what it says, that He will convince 
the world of judgment to come, but of judgment that 
has already come; of sin that has already been revealed 
in all its ugliness, and brought to the judgment bar of 
God, and condemned in the flesh. By an offering for sin 
He "condemned sin in the ;flesh". 

How little do people know of the significance of the 

cross! An exarpple? Yes; but what it meana-and only 
the Spirit of. God can teach us-is that when Jesus 
Christ died, He died in our room and stead, and that in 
His person all our sin was judged and punished, its 
guilt expiated. .T'he prinee of this wOl'lld is judge4; and 
so the Spirit of God not only does something in us in that 

'respect, but He gives us thus a view of the objective 
value of the cross of Chr'ist, so that we can see all our 
sins on Jesus laid-and that is aU the work of the 
Divine Spirit. Thus and thereafter the Spirit of God 
witnesseth with OUf spirits, "that we are the sons of 
God". . 

Do you understand that? If you do not, I cannot tell 
you'. No one else can tell you. But the Spirit of God 
within us does really witness to the renewed spirit, so 
that, having been convinced of sin and righteousness and 
judgment, and having looked to the Lamb of God, the 
renewed soul says, "I know not how the wonder was 
accomplished, bllt my spirit responds to the Spirit of 
God"-

"The Spirit an-swers to the blood, 
And tells me I am born of. God." 

Therefore, the Christian is a spiritual man, made what 
he is by the operation of the Divine Spirit. 

III. 

One other thing. Having thus been brought to simple 
faith in.Christ, WHAT FOLLOWS FOR THE BELIEVER? I 
have the greatest respect for, and would be ,the last to 
wound the spirit of, any man or woman who is seeking 
God's best. But we must try the spirits, and "prove all 
things, ~y 'the light of Scri,pture." I do not believe there 
is scriptural warrant for seeking to be "baptized" with 
the Holy Ghost. John said of the Lord Jesus, "He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost"and with fire.". Jesus 
Christ said, "Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence." And when the Spirit of God came 
on the day of Pentecost and the tongues of fire appeared, 
Peter explained that -it was because Jesus Christ had. 
taken His place at the right hand of God, and had re
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, and 
"hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear." 

The Holy Ghost came on that occasion filling not only 
,the people, but all the place where they' were sitting. 
Later when Peter went to Cornelius, to the Gentiles, to 
preach -the gospel, "the Holy Ghost fell on them", Peter 
explained, "as on us at the .beginning." That was Peter's 
apology when his coilrse was called in question by the 
church for going· to men uncircumcised. He said in 
effect, "I did not want to go. I was reluctant to go to the 
Gentiles.", He told how the Lord led him, and he said 
as he got there and I!reached the word, "the Holy Ghost 
fell on them, as oll us at the beginning. Then re
membered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John 
indeed baptized with water; but he shall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then as God gave them the 
like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ: what was I, that I could withstand God?" 
The assembled church replied: "Then hath God also to 
,the Gentiles g-rallltedrepenilance unto life." 'Dhus a 

, church, composed of Jews and Gentiles, was baptized 
with the Holy Ghost; and Paul says, "By one Spirit are, 
we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles; whether we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit." 

The Holy Ghost is here, and we have not to "tarry" 
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for His coming, as did the church before Pentecost. He 
has already come; but we may receive Him, and receive 
Him in ever-iricreasing fulness. We are admonished to 
be "filled with the Spirit". As when a man is s<;arcely 
able to walk or do his daily work, and requires a tonic; 
little by little his health improves. He says to his doctor, ' 
"My sight is not very good.'" But the doctor says: 
"There is nothing wrong organically with your eyes. 
Your general health is ,below par, and when we get that 
built up, when the tides of health begin to flow, by and . 
by your sight, your mind, every part of you will respond 
to the fulness of health within." 

That is God's way, as He quickens us into newness of 
life, making us partakers of His grace in Christ, so to 
fill us with the Spirit of life' in 'Christ Jesus, that every 
facullty of the mi'nd----.and, I verily 'believe, even ou'r 
physical bodies, a're often quickened of the Holy Ghost. 
Yes, even this side of the resurrection. There are people 
here this evening who have often experienced the under
girding of divine power, so that even the body has been 
strengthened by the Spirit of God. I think I could 
humbly give that testimony, that many, a Hme have I 
known what it was to feel that I was but a poor instru
ment in the hand of the Holy Ghost. 

He comes to flood our minds with light, to quicken our 
memories, our consciences, our faculties of perception, 
our understandings; to reinvigorate our wills, until the 
whole man is possessed of the Spirit of God. No, one 
need not to roll in a physical frenzy on'the floor, subject 
to some sort of hysteria, and call that being "filled with 
the Spirit of God"! The Spirit of God comes to, co
operate, to take possession, and to exercise His power 
through the free functioning of all the faculties of the 
mind and of the body. "I live", said Paul, "yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which ,I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me." The Spirit of God comes 
to dwell with us "Ye are not in the flesh ,but in the 
spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." 

And as a result of that life He puts within, that ful
ness of life, the fruit of the Spirit appears: love, joy, 
peace, longsufferipg, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek
ness, temperance. Naturally, these virtues are not the 
works of the flesh, they are not produced by the en~rgy 

. of the mind: they are the, natural outgrowth and mani
festation· of the Spirit of God within us, the outward 
evidence ~hat the ~an has the Spirit of God. 

Perhaps you have been troubled sometimes by the 
difference between the Epistle of James, and the Epistles 
of Paul? ,Paul insists a ,man is justified by faith-and 
by faith alone; James says, "By works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only." Both are true. "If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." One 
says, "I have the Spirit." If the Spirit witnesseth to 
your spirit, and you know you are born of God, it is your 
blessing and privilege thus to know. But I cannot know 
you are saved, and have the Holy Ghost, merely by your 
saydng 80. The only way by whiah I may know that you 
are a spiritual man is when I see the fruit of the Spirit 
in. your life. 

And that is what Jame~ means. I say I believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and if I really do, the Lor~ knows I 
do-and the moment I believe I am justified freely by 
His grace, without works at all, instantaneously saved 
the ,minute I believe. But you do not know whether I 

am saved or not. I am justified before God by faith 
alone, but the only way by which my profession of faith 
can be justified in your eyes is that I should behave as a 
,Christian; good works must characterize me. We must 
be able, when challenged, daringly to say, "I will shew 
thee my faith by my works." While faith alone justifies 
us before God, the work wrought in us by the Spirit of 
God, and issuing in the fruit of the Spirit, can alone 
justify us before man. Then we can say of someone, 
"That man is a Christian. The fruit of the Spirit in his 
life proves his genuineness." 

"Als many as are led iby the 'Spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God." . It is one of the privileges of believers, 
to be led of the' Spirit of God. I wonder what it means 
to be "Ied by the Spirit of God"? Does it mean to dis
miss our judgment. Does it mean to close the Bible, and 
to have what the Oxford Groupers call a "quiet time"? 
There was a young student here a while ago, an engi
neer. He was on his way to the Pacific Coast to the 
convention of the "Moral Rearmament" devotees. And 
he said to me, "It would, be ·a grea.t 'tihing if you could 
come adong." I Itold him I was ·not at all disposed :to go, 
and ,he. said, "I !Wish you would have a quiet time 
about it." , 

There are a great many people who have a "quiet time" 
about things, and .. thenceforth imagine they are led of 
God. They want something, and seek "guidance". Then 
they revolve their programme in their mind until they 
have hypnotized themselves into believing that God. ap
proves. Many do this without reference to the revela-
tion of the will of God in the Bible: , 

In one of the Oxford Group books, ·a case is supposed 
of a young fellow who thought he was in love with some
one.' He had a "quiet time" about it-and then he was 
s'ure. He thought with himself about it, and the more 
he thought about it, the more sure he· was that he was in 
love! Did' you ever know a young man who would come 
to any other conclusion by that process? What strange 
things will come out of the subconscious mind! You 
had better be careful, for everything that has entered 
into your experience, has entered into that subconscious 
realm. If you live to b~ a v~ry old man, you will think 
of things that you have not th'Ought of since you were 
a child. It is charactetistic of old people that they make 
the most of life a parenthesis, and leap back to their 
early days. All that made up their experiences in those 
early years has entered into the subconscious realm, and 
has 'become a part of them. It is something like the fruit 
stored away in the cellar-but it is .not all fruit that is 
in the cellar! There may be many other things there! 
Every human mind has its cellar, and into that all the 
experiences of life have gone. Have a "quiet time", and 
see how many of them will come out!. You can'sit down 
and persuade yourself' of anything in the world-and 
blame God for it! 

That is not being "led of the' Spirit of God." When 
God made us, He endowed us with certain faculties which 
He always respects, notwithstanding the sovereignty of 
His grace. He never superimposes His will. He engages 
the affections and' enlightens the understandings; He 
opens the eyes of the heart to the invisible, enabling us 
to view the temporal in 'perspective, in relation to the 
eternal. He quickens the memory, and sets the present 
in relation to the past. He,sharpens our perceptive facul
ties, so that we may discern the hidden value of things, 
.as we view life as a :whole-the past, present, and f1l1ture: 



February 8, 1940 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (403) 7 

and in the light of those wider relations of life, we are 
led of the Spirit. 

But He wi11lead us alwaY8 in ,harmony with the ,Word. 
Not by that which comes out of our own subconscious 
minds, but by that which comes out of the Word of God 
ttself. The man has.a problem and he says, "The Lord 
says, 'As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are 

.' the sons of God.' 1 know 1 am a son of God, and 1 want 
the guidance of the Holy Ghost. What snaIl 1 do? Shall 
'1 pray earnestly about it?" Yes;. but see if you can find 
light in the teaching of God's W ord. ~ 

Let me refer to the case 1 have mentioned; Some 
young ,woman is interested in a young man. She is a 
Christian, but he is not. That young woman says, "I 
am going to seek divine guidance." And' at last she is 
persuaded that I!he is taking the right course-with. a 
shut Bible. If she had opened the )3ook, she would have 
found it written, "Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for 'what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteo.1lsness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness?" The man or woman led of the Spirit 
of God, under the authority of that Spirit-inspired pre
cept, would say, "I must stop; 1 cannot go any farther 
unless and until God should bring the object of my 
affection to Himself. 1 must wait and pray for that." 
, 1 have ,been a pastor a few years, and oh, what sorrow 
have 1 seen! How many wrecked lives have 1 seen, be
cause some man or woman did not abide by the teaching 
of God's Word in respect to this matter. There are a 
thousand other things in life, about which you will find 
instruction in the Word of God; and "as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the sona of God". 

Do you see what it is to be a Christian? Itmeans 
to be quickened by the Spirit of God, to be born again, to 

. be brought into intelligent and volitional relationship to 
Jesus Christ, to know Him, to love Him, to walk in the 
light of His Word by the illumination of the Holy Ghost, 
witnessing. to the world that we are new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. May He lead us everyone, those who are 
not Christians, to an acceptance of Christ, by His Spirit! 
I cannot lead you: only the Holy Ghost can. And, having 
,been led, let us seek God's best, and throw. open the 
avenues of our souls-to the vitalizing power of the 
Breath of, eternal Spring. As when tihe . ground lis 
frozen, t,he ,music of the brook is stilled, the flowers are 
gone, the birds are silent, winter reigns. But Spring
time comes! The morning sun breaks winter's icy thrall, 
and as the voices of spring summon me, 

"The 'West winds blow, and singing low, 
1 hear the glad streams run; 

The windows of my soul 1 throw 
Wide op!,!n to the sun." 

So let us throw wide every avenue of 'our being to the 
incoming of the Spirit of God, until we are filled with 
the Spirit. ' 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 
(Continu.,d from pags II) 

as possible attempt brief messages in French also., Believ
ing this venture to be God's opened ,door, we are sure that 
He will meet the need. 

For the winter months we have been provided with a 
building in Val d'Or on the main street close to Bourlamaque, 
near also the lot on which we . hope to build next spring if 
God wills. , 

A parcel of fifty New Testaments has recently reached us 
from .Hespeler Church. We praise God for this; it came 

--

just when needed. Due to lack of Bibles in homes we give 
a copy of the New Testament to each new Sunday School 
child who attends for two consecutive Sundays. , We hope 

. also to ,begin a wider circulation of God's Word through' the 
means of radio, offering a New Testament to everyone who 
writes requesting one, promising to read it. It will be ,given 
without charge where payment is not possible. 

REV. W. J. WELLINGTON. 

KIRKLAND LAKE 
In many ways we have been encouraged in the work of, 

late. We had- an unusually good congregation Sunday 
evening, and we were especially happy to see some souls 
with us whom we know -are anxious to ,know the truth, and 
are earnestly seeking after it. May the Lord bring them 
to Himself. It was most encouraging to hear some testify in 
a recent prayer meeting how they had been saved through the 
preaching of the Word here, and others telling of the blessing 
they have enjoyed through fellowship with the Lord's people 
in our cburch. We felt that we had not only spent a happy 
time together, but one that was the source 'Of true blessing 
to our souls. May the Lord give us many more times of 
such spiritual refresh~ng.-J. B. CUNNINGHAM. 

EDMONTON, A·LBERTA 
, We quote the following from the Monthly News Bulletin 
of the Regular Baptist M,issionary Fellowship of Alberta: 

. "The note sounded in the Edmonton report is, 'Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us'. The brethren are rejoicing because' 
God has provided all their needs. Recently five believers 
followd their Lord. in baptism and this causes rejoicing in 
the church!' The Pastor of the Edmonton Church is Rev. 
C. S. McGrath who is well-knoWn to many of our readers in 
Ontario 'and Quebec. 

Bible School Leason Outlioe 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 4 First Quarter Lesson 7 February 18th, 1940 
, , 

CH'RIST HEALING THE CENTURION'S SERVANT 
Lesson Text: Matthew 8. 

Golden Text: "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our 
sicknesses"-Matthew 8 :17. 

I. The Power of Christ.Ov.er Disease-verses 1 to 17. 
The rndracles 'Which, our Lord performed DliIIillifested His 

glory, His authorIty and His power as the 'Son of God (John 
2:11; 9:16). They demonstrated also His sympathy as Son 
of man with all human sufferers; He was moved with com
passion when He 'beheldthe sorrow. and distress of men 
(iMk. 1 :(1) • FUIl'thermo~,_ ,the miracles are il1ustrative of 
His redemptive w01'lk 'as ,Saviour (Matt. 9:6). Ohrist took 
u.pon Himself the whole Iburden of our sin and its conse
quences, 'among ;which were dJisease and death. The quota
tion in verse 17, which follows the Hebrew of Isa. 53:4, "Our 
di'seases he took, and our pains, he bore", !is most appro-

. priate. Each miracle of ihealing is an instance of the ac
,tual removal of sickness, one of the results of the' F1all, and 
is also symbolic of the atonement for sin itself of which 
I.saliah was speaking, as ,the context shows. The pro:pheey 
of Isaiah was partialO;y fulfilled, ,then, lin the heiling ministry 
of Ohrist; it was potentially accomplished at Oalvary; it 
will he effectively realized in j,ts fuln.ess hy every believer 
when our,redemption is completed (Rom. 8:19-23). 

The three miracles ;recorded in ,this chapter represent the 
Gospel as the remedy fol" &in in three of its aspects. Leprosy 
pictures sin as uncleanness or impurity, for which Ghrist 
offers cleansing. Palsy speaks of sin as 'bringi:rtg trernib'ling 
of healE't, for which the Lord can give trust. Fever repre
sents the restlessness of a storm-tossed soul, for which 
Christ promdses peace. 
(a) Leprosy-verses 1 to 4. 'Compare ·Mk. 1:40-45; Lk. 5: 

12-15. 
The leper bowed down before 'Christ, and worshipped Him 

as God. He had no doubt as to His power to save, b)lt he 
'Was not so sure ofiHis willingness ,to save. He perhaps 
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~oug.~t that the Loz:d was too high to stoop to sympathize 
~th ,hIS weakness (,Psa. 138:6). Pra.isebeto our ILord Who 
IS all-powerful and also all-loving; Who is merciful a~ well 
as st:t:Ong (Ps~. 57 :1-3; 86 :15, 16; 107 :15) ! ' 

ChrI.st the Sinl~s One cou.Id ,touch the unclean leper wi,th
out being contaminated (Hagg. 2:12, 13); His holiness avails 
for our s.m (2 ,Cor. 5:21). He was as a fountain of pure 
!Vater which. cle~es from defilement everything that comes 
In contact Wl,t!'J. It (,Isa. 1:18; Zech. 13:1; 1 John 1:9). 

The Lord did not seek pu:blicity, hence bade the leper tell 
no one ,but ,the priests of his healing. The curious CIl"OiWds 
!iliro~cf around. the Saviour, and their superficial en,thus
Iasm ~dered HIS work, perhaps by arousing the ire of the 
'authontIes (Mk. 1:45; John 6:1,5). The· leper's cleansi!l1'g 
should have conv.inced the priests of the Deity of Christ; at 
any. nte, they could not find fault with his testimdny since 
he had obeyed the la.w in reporting the matter to' them 
(Lev. 13). 

(.b) Palsy-verses 5 to 13. Coonpare Lk. 7:1-10. 
The centurions were Roman milIJitary officers Wlho com

manded detachments of one hundred men. Tthis centurion 
hacfa. servan~ or "tboy" who :was dear ,to him, and the officer's 
a1i'ectlOnate o,nterest and efforts on behalf of his sJave Were 
most commenda:ble. M'any Romans would have cast out a 
'servant who was' lID longer serviceable. 

Our Lord marvelled at the faith of the Roman officer who 
,believed that the 'Word of ,Ohrist, withou.t His !personal pres
ence, would be ,powerful to heal the servant. He >wOuld obey 
the \WIl'd of the :Lord in all simplicity and sincerity, even 
as he hi-JDSclIf received the orders of his superior officers and 
'as he exacted· the 'unques,tioning OIbedience of his men. The' 
faith !>~ the Ge~tile .centurion contrasted strongly with the 
prevailIng 1mbel~ef ln Israel, and :was but an illustration 
of the fact that ,many Gentiles would enter the iLord's Kin,g
dom, while many Jews, who had,had su.perior privileges and 
advantages (Rom. 3:1, 2; 9:4, 5), would, be excludred. 

As with the leper, the valet's hea.lli.ni was immediate and 
complete. 

(c) Fever-verses 14 to 17. Compare Mk. 1:29-34; Lk. 4: 
38-41. 

The 'touch of Ohrist was gentiLe, yet pOlWerful. All fever 
and dispeace will ,be dispelled from the one w~o experiences 
the touch of ·the ,Son of God. . Immeddate release was gran,ted 
to the mother of Peter's wife, ;whose ,gratitude was demon
'sbratedi in her kindly and homely' ministrations to her be
loved Lord. 

Christ cast out demons :with a word, and healed many 
others who were ill. ' 

II. The Power of Christ Over Men-verses 18 ,to 22. Com
pare Lk. 9:57-62. 

'Chri~t has ,the authority to d~d ,the surrender of per
sonal comfotr.t and earthly am.bitions on the part of those 
who would foHow Him. The young scribe desired to keep 
company with the Teacher, that he migh.t learn more of Hi,s 
wonderfu:l dootrines, :but our Lord taught him the meaning of 
discipleship. A mere declaration. of a:llegliance was not suf
ficient; it must be accompanied by a willdngness to suffer 
hardsmp, sorrow and death for the iLotrd'S-sake (M'att. 10.: 
24, 25, 37-39; 20:20-28; ·Mk. 10:35-45; Lk. 14:25-27). 

Christ has also the right to demand the first allegiance 
of ,His followers. All other obligations-farnily, social and 
national-must take second ip1ace. The disciple considered 
it his duty to see to the :burial of his father, but on this 

. occasion the Lord ,said: "Follow me; and leave the dead 
(spiritually unenLightened) to Ibury their dead." The wiU 
of :the Lard is our supreme au.thority. 

I 

III. The Power of Christ Over Nature-verses 23-27. Com
pare Mk. 4 :35-41; ILk. 8 :22-25. 

Our ILord had' expressed His wiH ,that the disciples accom
pany Him from Capemaum across the Sea of Galilee (verse 
18). That ,Sea is still subject to sudden and vio'1ent storms. 

In their panic the disciples seemed to f01'lget that the 
ObJri&t Who ;was wi,ththem in the boat was. really God. 
When, the stoND ceased they merely rem:a.r.ked about His 
marvellous ,power 'as a man. 

Christ, the ·,Creator of the universe (John 1:3, 10; Col. 1: 
15-17; Heb. 1:2), exhibited iHis authority over the howling 

winds and the mgdng 'seas (·Psa. 65:7; 89:9; 93:3, 4; 107: 
23-30). ' 

IV.-The Power of Christ Over Demons-verses ,28 to 84. 
CO~p!1re iMk. '5:,1-20; 1,k. 8:26-39. , 

Forom excavations that have been' car.r.ied on in Palestine 
it seems evidient that Gergasa was a village in ,the same dis'; 
trict as Gadara. The country may then the appropriately 
called either the country of ibhe Gergesenes OIl' the country 
of the Gadarenes. ' 

Ho.w desperate and wretched was the condition of the one 
;whose :body was control9.ed by spirits which were unclean, 
violen.t and viciousl Such cases are found in heathen coun
t11ies' in our awn time. 

Tlhe d-ernons recognized IGhriSt 'as the Son of God (Mk. 
1:34; Lk. 4:41; Acts 19:1-5). Tthey realized also that a time 
of judgment iW~uld come for them. As emissaIl'ies of Satan 
they would share ibis sentence (/Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20.:10). 
They were compelled' to acknowledge H1s authority over 
them (Mk. 1:24-27) .. 

Many leaders in our modern commercial world echo the 
dictum of the Gergesenes that, l't!ligion must not be allowed 
to .interfere with business. They have lID room for Christ, 
hut put their own tinterests above His glory. Others, too, 
have !been' guilty of .bidding 'the Lord depart (ILk. 2:7; Acts. 
24 :25). May none of our scholars reject' Him, but may they 
welcome Him to their hearts (-Rev. 3:20) I 
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