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m~t Jarntli &trttt. ,uIptt 
"ALTHOUGH-YET." 

A Sermon by the ,Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, October 12th, 1939 

(Stenographically Reported) 
"" "Although the fig ,tree shaW not 'blossom, neither shall fruit ,be in the vines; the 

la.bour of the olive shall. fail, and tlle fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be 
cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 

"Yet I will rejoice lin the iLord, -I will joy in the'God of my, salvation." 
, -dlabakkuk 3:17, 18. 

There are' two ,principles in the text ex'pressed in the 
words, "although" anr;l "yet". It. is well tha-t Christians 
should, occasionally at least, and as frequently as pos· 
sible, take stock of their assets, reckon up their treasures, 
endeavour to estimate how much they are worth. I 

. think ,perhaps these verses will help us to do so. Such 
an exerCise is most use~ul and profitable at any time: it 
jos especially useful at such a time as this. ' 

I . told you how you could find HaibaI(lkuk-turning 
backward from Malachi-and so perhaps -this text will 

. yield its treasures most readi~y ,to us if we read it after 
that fashion. 

I. 

Such salvation as God provides, whatever be' the con,tent 
of that word salvation-THE SALVATION THAT COMES 
FROM ,GOD ALWAYS HAS AN'· ACCOMPANIMENT OF JOY. 
It is really a joyous thing to 'be saved. Christian people 
ou'ght 'to be joyful. I grant you it is quite possible that 
one· should 'be d,rag,ged from the water in a state of un· 
consciousness, anr;l thus rescued from drowning-and in 
that respect, be truly saved without any ex.perience, of 
joy, because the rescued one knows nothing about it. 
But he is saved, though he does not know it. Or a 
:physical salvation may ,be effected perhaps by ·rescuing 
someone from a iburning building who has been reduced 
to a state of insensibility, by smoke or ga,s, and without 
any ,knowledge of his salvation, really be saved ...... but 
wi,thout any sense of rejoicing. Thus too I think it is 
;possible for one to be saved in :the'spiritual and eternal 
sense-re~lly saved-without having any s/mae of joy at 
the moment. ' 

The joy of salvation is not one of the infallible evi-

, , 

dences of salvation;. for one may be saved and yet not 
be particularly joyful. If we' carry the figure of the 
new birth through, there ·is much of teaching in it in 
this respect. A child may Ibe a iJ>er,fect child phYIJically, 
born into this world with a good constitution, at least 
,so far as· his condition may be evidenced by a natural 
and proper use of a 'pair of lusty Jungs. Its crying is an 
ev'idence that it is very much alive. There is one not 
fin from where I live. I hope it ,has occasions of joy, . 
but whether or nOot, it loudly procla~ms the fact that 
it is alive. So'. it is possible for Christians to be very 
much alive ,even when they cry a great deal. But joy i's 
the second fruit of the Spiri1t: "The fruit of the Spirit 
i,s . love, joy, peace, longsuffering, ,gentleness, goodness, 
fai,th, meekness, temperance: against such there' is no 
law." And fruit a~WOI/J8 takes time to mature. It is 
not sooneth'ing that'is made overnight~ True Christian 
.joy is a spiritual gr,pwth, a na.tural expression of a new 
life which God has implanted, and it may sometimes be 
slow in developing and maturing; ,but if the life is really 
there sooner or later it will blossom 'into a true joy. 

What are the characteristics of that joy? How may 
we know that we have such a joy? The joy of the Lord, 
the joy of His salvation, the joy which is the fruit of 
the Spirit, is" something more than an unintelligent 
bubbling up of the emotions. 'It is a good thing to be 
able ,to stir one's emotions occa'sionally, to have our emo· 
tions 'stimulated, if they are wisely stimulated. I have 
of,ten found myself broug,ht into a state of greater 
pleasure by the singin,g of a, hymn. It recalls past exper.i
ences, and stirs something within me. But I have seen 
;people sung by others; and sometimes sing themselves, 
into a state of ecstasy. I have nothing to say against 
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that as an occasional experience, but from such temporary 
raptures, there are sometimes rather painful reactions, 
and if one is led ,to tr,ust to these superficial emotional 
experiences as an evidence of something that is deeper 
within, when they pass, the soul may be .plunged into 
a state of despondency that is not unrelated to des.pair 
itself. 

I heard a man speak on one occasion-it was a great 
occasion-who was especially endowed with superlative 
oratorical powers. He deli:vered a sennon that was 

. really a great oration, a very ·florid affair it was. The 
preacher spread his wings occasionally ... and carried the 
people away with him. When it was over, I asked a cer
tain .minister who was present, who was noted as a great 
phrase-ma'ker, how he enjoyed it. For answer, he imi
tated a.lposture of a drunken man .and said', "Wonderful! 
Wonderful! the wine of it made me drunk." . 

.w ell, I have seen people religiously drunk, pleasurably 
intoxicatet;l by various forms of religious emotionalism. 
I do not ~y that such ecstasies ought not to be, but 
I am trying to point out that if your joy is-to be some
,thing that abides, something that will remain with you 
everywhere and at all times-not. only in the great 
assembly, or when enjoying the intimate companionship 
of Christian friends and delighting in a mqtual exchange 
of Christian experiences-not only then, but something 
that will go with you to the shop, the office, the hospital, 
and the sickroom, and all the difficult places of life. You 
must not forget ·that there is a way of rejoicing which 
our Lord ,Himself exemplified. Although He was "a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted wLth grief", yet He said, 
"These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 
Notwithstanding He was the acquaintance of grief, and 
was Himself "a man of sorrows", He experienced joy in 
the ·superlative degree; and He wanted us to hav.e such 
an .eXlperience of His life that our joy should be "full", 
that to ,the limit of our several capacities-for they 
differ-we should he joyful. 

I say 'Christian joy is something far more than a 
transient experience, induced by·an emotional excitation. 
On the other hand: Christian joy ·is something more 
t1w:rlr-and other tha'flr-a coldly reasoned joyousness. 
That .is' Christian Science. My late friend, Dr. A. C. 
Dixon, u·sed to say that he could always identify a 
Christian Scientist on the street; for he said, 'it is 
part of their religion to smile-but it is a supel"ficial . 
smile, something put on from without. T'hey reason 
themselves into a certain position, and then say, "We 
must make the best of it. Certain things are not so, 
and tWe must smile, and live as llhough they were not 

. so." ~u,t their placidity is the smoothness of a frozen 
lake whos·e frigid surface holds the turbulent waters in 
suibjection within, and they must put on a placid and 
joyous exterior no matter wha:t is in the depths beneath. 

The fruit of the Spirit-the first fruit of the Spirit
is not logic. I have nothing to say against lQgic itself; 
but I am as much afraid of 'a strictly exclusively logica:l 
religion, of that attitude which assumes that salvation 
lies at the conclusion of a syllogism, that you can by 
logical proeesse" reason a man into a position where he 
will say, "I am saved. Christ died for sinners; all men 
are sinners-I am a sinner, therefore He died for me, 
and I am saved ";. I a:m as much a·fraid of an exclusively 
logical religion, as of a religion that is wholly emotional. 
Logically saved? Yes; but there may be no spiritual 

participation ~n the great truth at all. A man's religious 
experience may be limited to an intellectual conviction, 
and have no relation to heart and life .. Thus one may be 
able to set out in a logical formula the way of salvation 
and yet be not saved. - . 

Similarly, it would be quite possible, by rational pro
cesses, to drive a man to the position-as Christian 
Science does-where he will say, "I am at peace; I have 
joy, and everything is all right"-when everything is 
all wrong that .may lie at the end of that rational process. 
T.he joy of the Christian life is something more than a 
mere logIcal conclusion. Christian joy surely is a satis
faction ,of soul that is related .to our whole Complex 
nature; and 'brings every .part of us1nto a joyous harmony. 
It is' founded in the intelligence. If grace and truth 
are .to be "multiplied unto (us) through the knowledge 
of God and our Saviour Jesus Ohrist", if grace and truth 
have . their roots in a larger knowledge of Christ Jesus 
our Lord, the development of Christian character and the 
ex·perience of Christian joy, must consist in a partici
pation in the fruits of the Spirit, and must hav~ some 
relation to an enlightened understanding, and to the 
knowledge which comes throug:h God's revelation of 
Himself to the soul. "God who commanded the light to 
shine out of daTkness,hath shined in our hearts"-what 
for? He Who said in the beginning, "Let there be 
light", when all was darkness and chaos, so comes into 
these confused and darkened and disturbed natures of 
ours, as to give "the light of the knowledge of ,the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus .christ." '. 

So, dear friends, Christian joy is related to what· we 
know to be true. "Faith cometh ,by hearing, and hear
ing by the word of God." We believe tliat which we 
hear. We know certa,in things to be true' because God 
has Sipoken them. W.hen Jesus Christ had given certain 
direction in . the fifteenth 'chapter of John a'bout abiding 
in Him, ·and His words abiding in us, when He had set 
for.th tha,t treatise that would lead us to the heart of 
the whole matter, He add·ed-to quote again that which 
I quoted before-"These things have I spoken unto you, 
that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy 

_ might be full." His joy comes to us through a knowl~dge 
of the things spoken, and from our belief of the truth. 

After all, Christian joy springs from that which is 
deepest in everyone of us. You and I know things 
that defy exact definition. Sometimes we laugh at 
women's reasoning, and are inclined to make a joke of. 
the feminine habit-at least of the reputedly feminine 
ha!bit-of ending all argument with the" single word, 
"Because". Notwithstanding, there is a knowledge that 
i·s not born of o'bjective "rational perception. There is a 
knowledge ·that is instinctive or intui-~ive, to the Chris
tian. T·here are some things we know just because we . 

'are Christians; and if Mr. Philosapher comes and asks 
me to tell him why, I am inclined to say, "I know of a 
certainty much tJhat I cannot prove by any rational 
process." . And that is scriptural: "The anointing which 
ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you,: but as the same anointing 
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, 
and even as it hllltJh taught" you, ye shall abide in him." 
Just as a child instinctively knows its f'ather and mother, " 
and comes by developm~ht really to know a greait many 
things long before it goes to school, and -as some of the 
richest thing.s of life grow out of that intuitive knowl
edge, "so the newborn soul knows-just kl!0ws-it is the 
thing of which he is most SUTe, he is most certain. 

, 
·· ••• _11 
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. I th'ink I know -my name, I think I could establish 
my title to it from legal records. I think I know my . 
age-you don't. . I. know, but even then I am dependent 
upon figures recorded elsewhere. "There ar.e a few other 
things I know of which I am reasonably sure; but the 
tibfng I know most surely-and that ten thousand earth
qua:kes could. not disturb-is that Jesus Chri'st is my 
Saviour. I know that. I am positive of that. "I know 
whom I have believed." "This is life eternal, tJhat they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou ha:st sent." Which does not mean, knowing 
God in a book, or knowing the Jesus of history; but 
means the coming int9 personal contact and fellowship 
of the renewed soul with 'the Redeemer. We gaze into 
the face of Ohrist, and we know Him, as Mary knew Him. 
"Supposing Him to be the gardener," the man in the 
garden-tihwt is, the man in the book, if you Uke; but. 
when that inner copsciousness, the soul of her, heard 
Him say, "Mary", she falls at his feet, saying-"Rab
honi-Master." Would you argue yvith Mary? She says, 
"I know! I know!" Why~ "He spake to me, the Risen 
One.'~ 

And in the same way, you· and I know, and because we 
know it,' and because of all ,the i,mplicatiQ.ns of that' 
knowledge, be'ca.use it is the thing 'tihat fills our whole 
nature, as the fruit of the Spirit,-this rElnewed nalture, 
possessed by the ,Spirit of God teaching us to love God; 
and "whosoever loveth is born of God." And up out of 
Ibhe soil of the garden where the Spirit of God has 
wr()ught, there Slprings tibis lovely flo.wer of joy. It is 
an exotic; it is a heavenly, plant; i,t is not indigenous 
to ,this natural soil; it is something like the Lord Who 
produced it, Who came down ,from ·heaven. It is a joy 
that is inextinguisha'ble: so do we rejoice with "joy 
unspeakable, and full of glory." 

II .. 
Let -me take a step farther. THIS JOY OF WHICH THE 

TEXT SPEAKS IS A JOY WHICH IS FOUND IN THE 'PERSON ' 
OF·THE·LoRD HIMSELF. 

It is a joy that is:n.ot to be found. so much in salvation 
as in the God of our salvation. We rej,oice not so mudh 
in the gifts, as in the Giver . .A good many years ago 
in my father's home, lWe had a dog of :wIhich we were 
very fond. He was as ,black as a coal, and my sister 
took the initials of her three 'brothers and named him, 
J-E-'T-Jet"becau'se he was jet-'bl·ack. He had not much 
of a tail-because it had been cut off-but he made the 
best of what he had! He was an expert beggar. Some
times he would g() where my mother was sitting and 
beg, nestle up to her as though he was quilte sure s,he 
was the only one in the world. He would, so to. speak, 
fO.ndle her, as much as to say, "You are the best one' 
in VMs family." And I have heard her say more than 
once, "Ah ,Jet, I am afraid that is cupboard love." They 

. talk abou~ "rice. Ohri~ti'ans'~ in China-and there are 
"rice Christians'~ at home. It is possi!ble for us to 
s.pea·k of JOY, while, .rejoicing more in the gifts of the 
Lord, ·than".in t1te Lord Who bestows the gifts: 

Weare n9t to be uIlltha:il!kful for What God gives ·us. 
. Weare admonished not to forget His benefits. ' We ought 
to ,give thanks for His innumerable mereies. But -we 
are on dangerous ground if we have not learned a better 
and deeper secret tha;n thalt. This prophet is not speak
in'g of the gifts of ;bhe Lord, not of His bestowments, 
not even of salvation itself; but he says in effect, "I 
liav~. ·,found a way t~ J;"ejoice in the ,persc;m of the Lord 

Himself.' I have found joy, not so mudh in salvation, 
but in the God of my salvation.'" . 

How, many ,Christians are there to whom the' Lord is 
a living, vital, ever-present, personal, reality? It is true 
that He is nearer to us than breathing, 'and closer than 
'hands and feet; !but is Jesus 'Christ a figure to you, a 
mental abstraction, an ideal, a remote historical per
sonage? ' .or have you come ·into such close fellowship 
and 'communion wiiJh Him that you have learned to find 
your special delight 'i.n the person ofOhriSlt rather than 
in anything IWM~h the LOM !has done for you? I believe 
that is the only safe way. It is the only way by which 
we may 'be sure of that underlying, deep, undistutbable, 
never:'failing joy of Wlhi~h the prophet here spea·ks. 

The Lord, in t!he prophet"s view, is superior to His 
gifts. He says, "Though they are all gone, though they 
be all removed, yet I have God left-and I shall rejoice 
in Him." , 

Can you conceive of a house of great value, taste:llully 
and expensiv.ely furnished, a home of which any man' 
would be proud? The man comes home some day to find 
his home in flames-but his first concern is that his wife 
and. children are safe. He maJkes his way in through 
the flames, ,perhaps even before the firemen come; and 
mapages somehow to save his wife and his ~hildren, 
and to stagger out again, with his arms about them, . 
his face wreathed in smiles-thou'gh the house is a mass 
of fl.am~. .He sees the house go down in ashes before 
him, bu,t !he says, "I have left that which is more than 
all else beside." 

That i~ the !principle of this text, that we are to' leaI?l 
that our chief portion, our real heritage, is not in heaven 
-in its positive bestowments, or its negative deliver
ances and immunities, hut iIi the !person of. the LoM 
Himself. He is our 'supreme joy. W!hat else but that 
would 'have supported and' sustai'ned the martyr in the 
prison cell, and later in the flames of fjre?' What· but 
the presence and the ,person of the Lord Himself? Read 
the story of .the stoning of Stephen. He had not mueb 
left, had he? His life, his spirit, was about to take its 
flig'ht; aJid when those who look~d upon him beheld his 
countenance, they saw his face "as it had been the face 
of an angel". There was an expression of heavenly joy 
upon his face---.:.and what did he say? He said, "I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God." He did not say, "I see my loved 
and lost, the stree.ts of ,gold and walls of jasper, the 
tree of life and gates. of !pearl." He did not say anything 
Uke that. With a face like the face of an angel 'he 
said" "I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man 
standing on the right hand of God." That was all! 
AU! J,ust because he had learned the prophet's secret 
of finding his Joy in the Lord Himself..:. 

We must learn, I say, to recognize that the Lord is 
superior to His '~fts. Be thanikful byaH means fO'r 
whatever ,He gives us, bu.t let our joy be in the Lord 
Himself-as being over and abpve everything that He 
can give us. Suppose when the Kin,g was here last Spring, 

. he had sin1gled you out and told you he was coming to 
your ·house, and was bringing you a present. However 
valuable it might have been, after he Md left it with 
you, what do you think would h'ave filled yoor mind and 
converl!ation? .' His gift? No! You :wouid have, told 
everyone that the King-the King himself had visited 
you-wonder of wonders, the King had visited you. True 
·he brought you a gi·ft; but he did not trust ,anyone else 

. to bring it,. but came himself ! 

" 
v 
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And silrely, the ·time· comes in a Ohristian's life when 
he learns to put fellow:ship with God above all the gifts 
that God can bestow on him; and to receive th~ royal 
command to be where He is and to talk with Him, to 
listen to Hi.m tal,k to us, as the acme of all that even 
God ca,n grant us. That is the hig.hest joy a Ohristian 
can know this side' of heaven. 

Do you ,know what that joy is, when Heaven comes 
. down our souls to meet, and glory crowns. the mercy
seat? 'Dhat indeed is a real joy which 'we find in the 

. presence of the LO'rd. So I say, the Lord is q.uite in-

"Count your many blessings, 
Name them one iby one; 

And it will surprise you 
What the Lord hath done/' 

It is not merely what the Lord has done, or has given: 
it is what the ·Lord is foreve~ more ·in Himself. We 
must rejoice in the LOrd, as one goes to ·tibe storehouse 
for bread, or to the well. for water. We are to find our 
soul~s . satisfaction in Him, determined to rejoice in Him, 
deliberately, of set purpose. . 

dependent of His gifts, and we must learn to think of HI: - . 
Him apart from everything He bestows, for what He is AND THIS IN SPITE OF MANY ADVERSITIES. It is easy 
Himself; then we may find Him' our treasure~house, to be haJjlpy sometimes, and to persuade ourselves that 
we may find Him our supreme delight and joy. we are rejoicing in the Lord. I read to-night.a guide's 

While He is independent 'of His gifts, He is insepar- account of some ·German tourists who were touring the 
able frO'm His gifts; for He always bri'f'gs His gifts . United States last summer. And what do·you suppose 
Himself. You will always find when something is brought they were most inte~sted in? He couId scarcely get 
to you, some s~ial love-token from the King, the sound them past the windows of a cb"ain store-:--remarking on 
of the Master's feet is behind it; and if you are quickly the price of butter, the price of cheese, the abundance 
at the door, and do not wait too long before you arise of fruit. E]l:claiming, "Isn't that wonderful?" They 
to say; Thank you, you will .find Him waiting for you. were amazed at the abund!lDce and price of ·things so 
Do not let Him run away and leave the basket before 'COmmon to us, ·but scarce and costly to them. Of course 
you reach there, 'because if you get there first, you will they had to be loyal, but in spite .of themselves, they 
find greater joy in the One WQo brought it than iri'the were interested in the abounding plenty of the things 
gift itself; but, having the gift, you' will always find the that are so s'carce at home. The lines have fallen to us 
Giver is' not far away. in goodly places. We may not be rich, but we are not 

I thinWoften of the eigthth chapter of Acts, where hungry, or cold, or destit!1te; there are no bombs faIling 
'the angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Join thyself to this about us~ and !We are not subject to any gr~at privation,. 
chariot." When I came to this church, one of the We have our littie personal difficulties, but after all, we 
deacons, a very' discerning and wise man, said to me, are very favou·ra·bly circumstanced. All things consid
"Pastor, we have arrived. at a· very dangerous state in ered, it ought not to· be har:d for us, in this meeting, in 
Jarvis Street I Ohur~h. We have in the membership of spite of the personal !problem about which you cannot 
the' church quite a 'large number of people who have talk, or i cannot ta'Ik, to say; "In spite of it . all, I re
been successful in their. business and professional careers; Joice in the Lord," 
and are now in possession of a certain competence which But that is"not what tibis prophet is talking about. He 
enables them to pay other people to . serve them; and we is not .ta~king about rejoicing in the Lord in the summer
have a great many people in Jarvis Street who. think, if time, or when harvests are plentiful. No! No! In 
they give of their money, they have done their whole spite of adversities, although there are Ii great many 
duty. 'The ,great problem for us is to get them to give things against me, I will rejoice in the Lord. ' 
themselves." . Will you follow me a minute? H~ rejoices in. spite of 

There is· always that temptation, to want to do our certain. eviden.t Mtura~ processes . that are inseparable 
wOl'lk by proxy, to get someone else to do it. "Go, join from God Himself. He continues to believe that God is 
thyself to this chariot." Teachers, do not ask someone the Ruler and Preserver of everything, even of those 
else to do your visitation for you. Do not go to your phenomena 'which seem to belie all the promises of His 
Superintendent and' say, "I am so. busy. that I am afraid goodness. T·he fig tree is not blossoming-and who 

• I can't do my visiting." Go! "Go! Go, join thyself! maJkes the fig tree to blossom? God makes the fig tree . 
Join thyself to your scholars. Give them yourself, so. blossom' that is a bit of natural law that is something 
that when they come to Sunday Scpool, they will feel . that is in bhe hand of God Himself. '''The fig tree shall 
that the one who is·teaching them, has been after them- not blossom, neitiber shall fruit ·be in the vines; .:th~ 
and didn't send someone else.. That is the divine method. labour of the olive s'hall fail, and the fields sha:l1 yield 

'''The Son of God, who-loved me, and 'gave himself for· no meat· the 'fl~ shall be cut off from the fold and 
me." Not an angel~ but Hrms~lf. Th8lt was His greatest there sh~ll be no herd in the stalls"-all .these n~tural 
gift, Himself..; and' having given' Himself, !'shall he not sources of supply, these things that come to us by the 
with him ~lso freely give us all things 1" operation of laws. of whicli 'God is the Author, at this 

.our text suggests that it is ·possible we may deliber- moment they have failed ·him. W.here is God 1 Where 
ately; as a voluntary act, "rejoice in the Lord", and "joy is He? Why/did He let my fig iree· be without blossom, 
in the Ood of our ·salvation". These two words are akin, wi·thout any'promise of fruit? Why did the grapes fall 
but they do not mean the same thing, they are not before they had matured? Wlby is ther:e no fr.uit on the 

. identical. 'To "joy in the God of my salvation" is more vines? T·he olives are barren~ the fields bare. Who did 
of a routine, regular, regimentation of things, but the' that? God did it. He could have ordered it otherwise, 
idea in the word "rejoice" is an upleaping, "LwiU jump but He did not .. Som~thing comes to you that seems 
at -it", "I wiU rejoice." What does it mean? That. we.' to have come from :God, and it seems to be the very 
are deliberately to set ourselves. to find some occasions' opposite of the idea that God loves you, and cares for 
for rejoicing in the :.LOrd .. It is the principle of' the .you-for you are stripped of everything. 
hymn we sometimes sing, "Ah", said: the prophet, "I haven't got His figs, or 
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grapes or His olives, or His wine---.but I have Him; 
and I ~iI\ rejoice in the God of my salvation even if I 
haven't any of Hia gifts." My dear' friends, we need to 
learn much of the joy of fellowship to be able to say 
that. Do not affect a superior air. We do, I tell you. 
I have known some people who are 'more interested in 
dinner than 'anything else in life, who, seem to think 
that if they ihad a great' deal of money the ~cme of' 
enjoyment would be to load their tables with good things. 
I ihope we have risen to a big,her level than that, and 
live for something else than to eat and drink and be 
merry. That isn't the highest foy in life. - ' 

Are we to take no joy in these things? You say, "I 
eat to keep my strength up." You think y~~ do! I 
don't believe any of us, know-I don't believe 'any of us 
could know-unless we were brought to that state where 
the dig tree does not blossom and there is no fruit on 
the vine-where there is nothing to ,put on the table. 
I thin'k of mothers with their families, who have no 
bread for the children, no proper clothes. You may get 
up on your high ,horse religiously-or on your stilts, or 
on whatever you use to exalt yourself-but be careful 
how you pass judgment upon anyone in such a state. 
Do not forget that none of us ,knows what he wou'ld do 
if reduced to a state of famine. PeOiple have resorted 
to cannibalism in !positions of siege. Nobody knows 
what it means until he has been there himself. But 
here is one who says that if all .things are t8iken away, 
"Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation." 'T\:lat is a very 'high altitude of spiritual 
experience; but it would not be here if, it were not 
possible of attainment. , 

There 1s a su,ggestion of a positive withdrawal ot' 
thing8 that had once been in pos8e8sion. He had had 
flooks, hut they were now cut off from the stall. He 
knew what it was to have fruitful vines-but not .now. 
When God's ,providential government, not only in the 
realm of nature, but in all spheres of human experience, 
seems to be against, us, when He, seems to haye with
drawn His hand, when it seems as though every,thing
were going awry, everything out of order-all of life's 
moorings slipping awaY,-it is not easy to rejoice amid 
such conllitions. None of us ,knows the other's lot exactly, 

'and therefore we dare not judge each other. Everyone 
here has his' or her own difficulty which is not to be, 
belittled by anyone else. Nor is anyone to be censured 
for sometimes feeling terribly depressed. But I am 
pointing to the ideal, and I say tihere must be a way, 
when all these blessings are taken away from us, ~n 
~ite of everything, to rejoice in the Lord and ,to joy 
in the God of our saly'atioD. 

I insist that the Chri8tian religion, in eveT1J aspect, is 
,a reasonable religion. I know it is a' religion of faith. 

And SO, as we are jndependent of them, thi8 ,Chri8tian 
joy is 8uperior to them. Have you -found greater delight 
in thin1king of God than in any physical pleasure-when 
you do not want to eat or drink, or do anything to inter
rupt y,our fellowship with God, or miss a moment of, the, 
joy of it; when, if anyone said, "Come and eat", you 
would say, "Do not intrude upon this holy hour"? T'he 
disciples knew that their Master-was a Man-they r~ther 
felt that He was more than that, 'but they d,id not know 
how much more ,than that He was. They i:Qi'rud,ed upon a 

. holy hour, saying, "Vaster, it is mealtime; come and eat." 
"Eat? I have meat to ewt that ye know not of. I am sit
ting at another, table. I nave tasted of a superior fare. 
I do not need your vituals; I am independent of them; 
I am superior to them." , 

Such, my dear f'riends, may be the lif'e of every saint of 
'God. Oh that we might passionately desire that intimate 
fellowship with the Divine that will mean morl! to us 
than all that this world can give! For then we shall get 
where the psalmist was when he said, "I lo~e, thy com-' 
mandments above gold; yea, above fine gold. 'Therefore : 
t esteem all thy percepts concerning all things to be right; , 
and I hate every false way." Or like Job when he said" 
"I have'esteemed the words of his mouth more. than my 

'necessary food." At last he had learned the secret of 
having a bit of heaven upon earth. \ ' 

Why did I say that? Was it characteristic, of heaven 1 
Remember how Moses' speaks of- the "precious fruiJts 
brought forth by the sun, and the precious things put 
forth by the moon ... the chief things of the ancient 
mountains, and the precious things of the lasting hills, 
and the precious things of the ear:th and fullness thereof, 
and the good /Will of him that dwelt in the bush." He links 
God and His. good will with the chief th~ngs_of the ever
lasting hills, 'and the 'precious products of sun and' moon. 
But in the picture of heaven, as it is to be by and by, 
there will be no -moon, and therefore no precious things 
put forth by the modn; and no sun, for they have no ~eed 
of the sun to shine in it. I have a garden from which I 
have learne~ a great deal. I nave tried to invent substi
tutes for the sun, I have tried to force things to grow 
without sunlight. But I found that certain tbiiIlgS could 
netther be produced nor matured without the sun. When 
we get'to heav.en, sun, and moon, and the myriad stars, 
will have pale~ into insignificance. They will a:ll be gone. 
What will remain in that shadowless, tearless, deathless, ' 
nightless city,?' ;'The glory 'of ,God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof." And in the Pleasure in 
which we are shut up to the person of ou,r Lord, and find 
our supreme satisfaction in Him, heaven will have begun 
below; and we shall know the meaning of the scripture 
~hich says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" who hath bles'sed us with all spiritual'bless
ings in heavenly pIaces in Christ: according as, he hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
·that we shou,ld be holy and without blame before him in 
love." 

Faith is someth'ing above reason, and' not contrary there
to; there is nathing unreasonable about faith; But what 
secret had tbis man learned? He had learne4 that his 
'relation8hip to God i8 indePendent of creature comforts .. 
He would have said, _"I have an appetite as you have, and 
if it pleases 90d ,to satisfy it, I will praise Him for His" Let us pray: . . , , . 
abounding goodness:, I have learned only that there is We know b1!t lIttle, 0 Lord, of the Infirute mearung of , 

. . ' .. ld that great saymg that God so loved the world, that He gave 
somethmg lOdependent of anythlOg thIS wor can pro- His only begotten Son. More than, all the treasures of earth, 
duce, and when the fields are' bare, and the stalls are thaIl! all the wealth of the univenre, Thou didst best()W upon 
empty, and everything is taken ,away, when all creature us, in that um:ese:v~, sovereign Gift of Thi,ne. Help us that 
comforts fail I have what means more than all, the "We :J?l:ay throw WIde every av~nue of our bemg, that we may_ 

. 'If' f '''I '1') •• • th receIve that love of God WhIch passeth knowledge; and be Creat~r HImse , and there ore WI reJOI'Ce In e fi'lled: with all the :fulness of God. For Jesus Christ's sake, 
Lord. Amen. 

'0 
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HOW'TIME DEMOLISHES THEORIES 
We publish below a letter from "one who has studied 

chronological prophecy for upward's of fifty years". _ This 
letter was not written to us, but to a certain "Bible 
teacher", who apparently has absorbed the general teach
ing of Scofield eschatology. The writer of the letter, as 
will be seen, implies that his' fifty years of study of what 
he calls ~'chronological prophecy.", gives' some authority 
to. his opinions. 

The letter Was dated April 23rd, 1938. The rapture 
was to take place in 1938-39. Front"1939 to 1943 would 
"probably be a fairly. peaceful reign of the Antichrist", 
etc. Ma~h, 1943, to September, 1946, is to mark the 
Great Tribulation. "The rapture is indicated by God'·s 
Word to be in 1938-39 'and most probably.1938." 

The answer to all this is that it is now January, 1940. 
The rapture of the church, !So far as we have heard, has 
not been reported. And we can scarcely believe that 
many would agree· that the present period, included in 
the 1939-1943 period, can be described as, "'a fairly peace-

. ful reign of the Antichrist"! 
I,s there anything that :Can do greater damage ·than 

such effusions as this letter? If anyone had been weak . 
enough to 'believe it, where now would be his confidence 
in the a~thority of Holy Scripture? Yet this sort of 
thing is, by man~, regarded as "BibIe teaching". 

April 23rd, 1938. 
Dear Dr.: 
. Greetings in the Precious Name o;f the Lord jesus Ghrist. 

As one who has studied Chronologicall Prophecy for u'Pwards 
of 50 years, I venture to suggest to you that the time is now 
fully ripe for 'a short, and yet very definite message gOing 
forth to all truly born again, filled with the Holy. :Spirit, and 
looking for ,the Lord's Return ;for His Own, as to the time set 
forth in God's Word for the closing events of·this age. 

Your splendid 'booklets ,give excellent ·Scriptural d'ata as to 
the Imminence of 1 Thes. 4:13-17, ,but I 'believe the time has 
now arrived when the ·Lord 'Would' ·have His 0IW'll kno!W aobout 
the Time of IDs Coming, except that ·the day and hour wi:11 
ever remain in God's keeping. Such !infQrmation !Was vouch
safed at the F':il"St Coming, and Daniel 12:8..113 and Rev. 3:3 
are sufficient authority for our 'being well iniQrmed as to the 
time of the Second Advent. 

Becau·se there ·!have Ibeen from time to time unfortunate 
failures in regard to the interpretation of the prophetic 
times it has been used' of ,Satan to cause a reaction ·against all 
endeavours to !interpret them and! it is perhaps not surpris
ing that even' leading exponents of prophecy are keeping 
.1.IIWay from 1!he' Time Prophecies altogether. The Time 
Prophecies, however, are nevertheless a most important part 
of 'GOd's Word. They are NOT insoluble puzzles, 'but are 
intended to be No.W understood in these ~ast closing yea.n; of 
the Age. Fifty ye,ars ago I ·heard the late Dr. Gratton 
Guinness explain that "the seven times" (Leviticus 26) of the 
Gentile supremacy (Daniel 4) concurrently IWith the "Seven. 
Times" of Israel~s rejection, are 2520 YeaI'S. This conclu
sion has never been seriously assailed. It is based on the 
prophetic time or year, w.hich consists of 12 months of 30 
days eaehor 360 d"aYB. 'l'hi·s is quite clear from Rev. 11 :2-3, 
Rev. 12:14 and Rev. 13:2 where 3% times 42 months' and 
1260 draY's are equiv;alents.. . 

In accordance with IScriptul"al usage (Numbers 14:34 and 
Ezek. 4:6) a day !is :put for a year. In these time prophecies 
God is giving guida:nce for His servants in these last closing 
days and NOT setting c~mplica.ted aorithmetical puzzles. We 
may therefore ll8gQrd the seven times as a straightfol'lWard' 
period of 2520 calendar years. Guinness recognized that 
there 'Were severaol ·starting points for this p~riod of 2520 
years, for dnstance B.·C. 607 was the year of Jonah's deatb 
('the last King of Israel, for subsequent-king·s nIled 'by per-

.. mission) thence 25·20 years forw·ard reached to A.D. 1914, 
when the "Time of the End" commenced in the 8IWfv.1 great 

. war. B~C. 604 was 'Ne:buchadnezzar's first' year of Kingship 
over Babylon (fWlhen he was told' by .Daniel that he lWas the 

head of gold of the Gentile Image (Daniel 2:38) 2520 years 
later (Jerusalem, Palestine) was taken from the Turks Dec. 
9th, 1917 (!Haggai 2:18-19) and :given to the Jews for a home. 

As you know, as /Well as any man, there have been innum
erable fulfiHments of ;prophecy since 1914, which proves con
Clusively that the penod of Isnel's Chastisement is for 2520 
years. But the all important 'Point has been hid by God 
untN now and' :that is that Danliel's 70th week (seven years) 

· are NOT included in if;he 2520 }"earS period (as prophetic 
·:;tuden~ have all along unde~d) 'but they commence 
1mmedIately the 2520 years Iperlod' has run its course. 

:Briefly, -Scripture indiCI/I.tes the following events as follows: 
1938-39 'I'H:E RAPTURE OF A1LL in Christ (1 Thes. 4: 

13-17) (most··pro.baibly this year 1938) being the close of the 
19 year cycles from tile sdgndng of the Peace terms on June 
28.th, 19[19. Events 'WIi1l move more rapid'ly at the close of 
the Spanish W,ar, which i·s timed ifio finish long befOire June 
28.th next, then ,Germany and Italy !Will show their bands .• 

1938-1939-Immedillitely .the 'Rapture is accomplished "sud
d!ln d~bru~tion" (1 Thes. 5:3) :will come upon those left be
hind, It 'WlIl most :probably !be the great war of Revelatiol\ 
6:3-8. Out of this war,the Anti ... Olmist (probably MU'ssolini) 
1Will arise and will in the Autumn of 1939 (when the 2520 
year period eXlpires) make a seven years agreement (cove
nant) with .the Jews. (oft has been seveml times stated on 
,good authority that Mussolini has Jewish 'blood in his veins). 
This will enrage Hitler, who Wlill Ibreak IWith him, henceforth 
~rmany will le8.!l t~ards Russia, with whom eventually she 
WIll have an alliance (Ezek. 39 and 29) dn the attack at 
Armageddon (1946). 

1939-43-Will 'Probaiblybe a· fail'ly pelWeful' reign of the 
Antichrist, the two witnesses ~ll be delivering thei·r. testi
mony to the -Multitudes telling them NOT to worship the 
Antichrist in the 3% years of Gil"ea.t Tribulation which imme
diately follow the death of the Two wi.tnesses (Rev. 11:3-13). 

IMarch J.943-1Sept. 1946-'rn1e Great TribUlation (Daniel 
12:1, Mailt. 24:21, Rev. 13:5). Then at the Battle of Anna
,geddon foughd; at the Feast of Tabernacles .Sept. 1946 our 
'Lord' will descend with His .saints and set up His Millennial 

,Kingdom. lit has been shown that our Lord came-to Bethle
hem dn Sept. 4000 years precIsely after Adam was created· 
·and as we are told in Zech. -14:16-18 that the nations wiU have 
to go u.p to tJerusalem each year during the Millennium to 
keep the Feast of :the Tabernacles, it i-s· quite obvious that 
this "Will ,be ifio rejoice that it was at such a. Feast Our. LaoI'd 
de'1ivered the World f.rom War and commenced His Glorious 
Millennial Reign. I send you herewith a hooklet by my friend 

'Van Lennep, as to its .beillig precisely 4000 years from Adam's 
_creation to our lLOird's birth. I do not hold with Van Lennep 
altering the Daniel dllltes, '~Clause the 2520 yeM" fulfillments 
in the plll.St 24 years prove that they are· correct. You will 
observe on page 10 of .his book he agrees with a shortening 
of his chronology ·to '55 years, this, in correspondence, he 
attri'butes to M'a1)t. 24:22. This MiHennium date of Sept. 
1.2001 therefore becomes Sept. 1946, which agrees with my 
understanding of ,the time Prophecies fOtl' the End of the Age. 

I am advanced in years, IWith only a small pension and am 
therefore quite unable to 'Produce the message-to the Sain·ts 
in the able lW8.y you have written: your books. I therefore 
ask you to at once do the needful showing that the Rapture 
is indicated' by .God's WlOrd Ito be in 1938-1939 and' most prob-
ably 1938! . , 

I ibelieve !the world~s troUble Wlill eommence immediately 
the ,Spanish War terminates which Italy says will be by the 
end of May 1938. 'IlHEN it will be seen what Iltaly and Ger
many have been fighting for iJ!. Spain. . 

I ·believe it is very 'pro.bBlb'ly the Rlapture may 'be THIS 
PENTECOS~, for·the European situation is extremely crit
ical (consider that Bri1l8iin !this week sent her three best mr- . 

· men to the States to buy 2000-bombers) and war will most 
certainly come within 12 months and many well informed' 
people lbelieve it is timed for this summer. Whenever it 
comes the Ohuroh will not .be there. Rev. 3 :10 prohibits such 
a thing. NOW,.i8S never ·before should all the S'aints heed 
God's exhortatiQn Ezek. 3:17-26 and 33:2-9! FOR THE 
TIME .is very short. I DO NOT agree with those people who 
say that aoll Christendom is da:mmed after the R&pture. Iron
sides, Ware 'and the Brethren lbake this view 'but it is not 
IScriptUra1 Rev. 7:9~17 tells us that an ~nnumera.ble multi
tude which no man could number are saved during the 
GREAT TRIBULATION. Aud further God tells us tluit this· 

· .ComPany a,re ··of all nations and kindreds: and people and' 

f 
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tongues. !So they are Not Jews -and iheathen only as Ware 
and' Ironsides say. 

The preaching of the Everlasting Gospel (Rev. 14:6) is 
preached to all that dwell on the eBi1'th; to every na.tion and 
kiindred -and tongue and people and as this is a su.pernatural 
preaching it,is very pIl'Oibable that the :Saved will be as many 
or more than the Saints of the preceding 19 centuries. At 
any rate- ist is a multitude which NO MAN could number. 
But these will have missed being of ,THE BRIDE~ They are 
Servants. Only those Raptured BEF'ORE ·the final seven 
years (NOW) 8Jl'Ie of THE BRIDE, those saints previous to 
Oalvary are Friends of the Bridegroom. To miss the Rap- . 
tu,re means much, ,but those left :behind ,CAN overcome Satan' 

. :by the Blood of the tLaanb and iby ·the Word of. their testi
mony and they loved not their lives unto the d'eath (Rev. 
12:11). I p1'8.y God to richly bless. arid 'use you. Yours' in 
Gospel Bonde, 

LETTERS FROM TWO FRENCH SOLDIERS 
Letters f.rom -Soldat Frederic M. Buhler, who was with us 

for four yeal'ls dn Toronto, and from Adjutant Emile Guedj, 
both of the F1rench army, have just come in, and we pass 
them on :to their many friends in Canada, EngI-and and the 
United Sbates. ,Mr. IBuhler ;writes: 

Dear Friends: 

Perrache Station, Lyons, 
December 10th, 1939 

The last circulasr letter was written very shortly before 
the declaration of the war, and on September 5th I received 
the order to join my mobilization center immewately and 
without delay. Thus I ihave :been over three months in uni
form. Far Ifrom 'being -unhappy, I am eJtIPeri~ncing more than 
ever the comforts of the Bible and of Christian friend-s who 
have been kind eD9ugh to write assuring me that tliey were 
remembering the French Bihle Mission in prayer dai1y. I 
know there are many others !Who are doing. the same. 

the Sunday morning .before. 'Fine', I said, 'with pleasure'. 
The rann had stopped a little and in that great wood I began 
to sing: 

'Etre eclaire de'ta lumiere, 
Jesus Etoile du lMatin, 
C'est deja Ie ciel sur la terre; 
Viens resplendir sur mon chemin, 

Etoile, Etoile, Etoli-le du Matin. 
BriBe .sut: moi, briBe -sur· moi, Etoile du Matlin.' 

"An$f then agadn, 'I wilB sing of His' great love', and fiIll811y 
'The -Son of God loved me and gave Himself for me.' One 
of my young soldiers, who in private life is a 'Parish priest, 
heard me sing for the first time, and appeared to be delight
ed with the ih·ymn. iMyatheistic Sergeant, much moved, unit
ed his voice Wiith the others: 'Always I shall sing of .. that 
great love'. All hearts joined in 'Praising The Bright and 
Shinig 'Morning IStar. These brave lad-s from Brittany had 
forgotten the meagreness o.f thei:r lunch, the cold, the rain, 
the mud; in spite of all, dt was 'a heautiful day and the sun 
shone. At nine o'clock that evening we were able to g,et,· 
back to camp and 'Warm oUl'lSelves ·up a bit. . ~ 
. To-day we made two hundre.d and twenty square meters 

of roil.d, more ditches, more shoulders. You would like to 
have heard them singing, 'Shine upon me, -shine upon me, 0 
Morning Star'. Send me some more GOSIPels. I have 'Prom
ised thirty more of them. tDast evening the non-commission
ed officers asked me ·to pmy for them, and- as I returned to 
my room and kneeled dOlWn, that very moment I heard them 
singing, "Shine upon me, 0 Morning Star'. It ds one of their 
favourites. It was my gre-at joy to pray with a boy, of 
twenty-three years o-f age who freely gave 'himself to the 
Saviour: . 

'-My Jesus, I love Thee, I kno!W Thou art mine'. 
"Together with us, our great family in al-l the Association 

of churches 'Will give ,glory to God for His grace which is . 
sufficient." _ - . 

. Bible School LesIon Outline 
OLIVE L. ~ Ph.D. (Tor.) 

To all those who, during this year that is almost over, have 
contributed to the progress o! the French. Bible !Mission by 
gifts or prayers or encoul'l8lgements, go our heartiest thanks, 
and I lWaillt to express the wish that the -Lord will bless you 

First Quarter Lesson 4 January 28th, 1940 in return 'Wi·th many spiritual 'blessings ~n Christ. M-ay you Vol. 4 
all haye, in spite of existing conflicts and our present sad ...;..----------------------
ci,rcwnsbances, a truly "Merry -Christmas" and "Happy New 
Year" in the assurance that Jesus the S-aviour hOll'Tl at Bethle THE BEATITUDES 
hem will he Emmanuel, 'God with us, during the coming year_ .' Lesson Text: Matthews 5:1-20. 

- Yours cordi~y in His love and ca~, . Golden Text; "Blessed are the pure 
, F. BUHLER. see God."-Matthew 5:8. . 

in heart: for' they shall 

PJS.----.Pastor and Mrs. G. Nicole, with whom I am happ) For Reading: Mathew 5:21-48. 
to be today, join me lin greeting all their known and unkno'WJ\ 
friends af. Oana4a and. United States. 

.somelWhere :in IiTance a Company of engineel'lS are at-work 
with pick and shovel, repairing roads and making communi
cation' lines. At day.break the adjutant left by truck with 
thirty-dive of his men for the scene of labour some thirty 
kdlometers (eighteen m9.1es) from the camp. In civil life 
'before the rwar, the officer :wa:s Pa,sto'l" Emile Guedj, the be
-loved leader of the church at Colombes, but on Sunday morn
ing, 'September 3rd, Ihe received the mo.bilization order and 
left hurried!ly without 'having the opportunity of saying good-
bye to his church. In the following words he desCl'lihes some 
experiences in the French army where, with nearly fivemlil
lions of his fellow soldiers, he is busily engaged in strength
. ening that great wall of defence built. hy French foresight' 
and ingenuity to protect the rest of the world from the bar
barity of a mig.hty nation led by a madman. 

"'We were able," he writes of the day's work, "to take only 
. a very. meagre lunch. The weather' was damp and it was 
raining, min and mu.d • . . horrible, soupy mud. In order to 
complete the 'assignment lWe passed by the usual lunch hour. 
Wnally, as well as. we could under the circumstances, we ate 
our cold lunch, and then one of my 'lads', all of them Bretons, 
coming from a part of France noted' for its devotion to 
Roman Catholicism, called to me and asked me to sing some
thing. 'Yes', cried another, 'sing The ,Star 'of the Morning.' 
Several of them had already heard ~d joined with me in 
singing this beautiifull: hymn at a tittle service. I organized 

The Beatitudes (from ",beatus", a Latin word meaning 
"Qlessed" or "happy") describe the blessedne~s of those who 
are the subjects of the Messiah's Ki.ngdom. They fonn the • 
introduction to what is call "The Sermon of the Mount", 
wherein OU! -Lord expounds the characteristics, duties and 
privileges of those who have a part in ·the Kingdom whioh 
He has been proclaiming (-Matt. 4 :-17). He also declares the 
relation of His mission and teaching to the law of Moses, 
particularly as the law was practised and taught by the 
Scribes and Pharisees. . 

Thi!! discourse is probably the same one which is recorded 
in Luke 6:17-49, which indicates that the Saviour had with
drawn from the crowds which surrounded Him (Matt. 4:25; 
Lk. 6:17), and had -gone with some of His followers to· a 
level spot in the mountainous region. The people seem to 
have heard- at least part of the message (Matt. 7:28), although 
it was directed primarily to His immediate followers ('Matt. 
5:1). . . 

, 
I. The Subjects of the Kingdom: Their Characteristics

verses 1-12. 
(Read also Luke 6:20-26). 
Mountains played a great pam in the ministry of Ohrist. 

Think, for e;xample of ¥t. Hermon, Mount Calvary and· the 
Moun't olf Olives. M'ountains are associated Wiith the thoughts 
of vision (Matt. 17:1, iMk. 9:2), inspiration (Matt. 14:23; 

. Mk. 6:46; iLk. 6:12; 9:28) and isolation (John 6:1'5). 
The poor in 'spirit are contrasted with the proud in spirit. 

Those who feel th.~ir spiritual po-vemy wiN be blessed of God, 
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Wlhile those who are rich in their own eyes, and self-sufficient, 
wlill 'be rejected (1 Sam. 2:7, 8; Psa. 34:18; Lk. 1:53). 

The ·time will' come when grief shall be turned into joy 
at the sight of the Saviour, and sorrow.and sigJB.ng sball 
flee away (Isa. 35:10; 51:11; 57:18; 61:2, 3; Rev. 7:17; 
21:4). Those who mourn:will ibe comforted even 'nOlW as they 
realize that this earthly ldfe 'of sorrolW lasts but a brief 
moment of time in comparison wdth the long ages of etern
ity (2 .(}o.l'. 4:17, 18; 5 :1-4; 1 Pet. 1 :3-7). 

Meekness 'is not a sign of weakness, but of strength. The 
Scri.ptures describe the meek man as one who .patiently en
dures ,persecution, as did Moses (N-urn. 12:3). Evj[-doel"S 
may seem to prosper for a time, but in ,the end God's .suf
f~ring saints will be vi.ndicated (Psa. '37:9-11, 18-22; 76:9). 

The Gentiles, or 'Peoples, seek the satisfaction of their 
natuml desires, but the subjects o;f the Kingdom long for the 
true spiritual sustenance which comes from God (Deut. 8:3; 
IS&. 55:2; Matt. 6:31-33; 1 Pet. 2:2). The longing for right
eousness is ,the I\rork of the Holy Spirit, and' as surely as He 
created that hunger, ·so surely will He s'atisify it. 

Wtith the merciful, God ·wilI shOlW Himsehf merciful (2 
Samuel 22:26, 27; Psa. 18:25; Provo 11:17). The marvell: aJ. 
the Gospel is that God displays His loving-klindness even 
toward those who halve no Claim to His grace (Rom. 5: 6-8). 

God is 'holy, 'and no sinner may dare stand lin His presence 
with hjs sin still upon ihim (Jo'b 9:2; Psa. 24:3-5; 130:3, 4). 
Access to God is 'Possible ,to us only on the ground of the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ, Wiho took u.pon Himself all our 

. sin, and imparted to us His ,perfect holiness. Blessed be the 
fountain of 'blood which cleanses us from all sin (Isa. 1:18; 
Rev. 1:5), and makes us pure in 'His sight I 

P!8ci::f~sts misapply the words of our Lord with regard to 
peacemakers. Scriptural;peace ds' far removed from that 
weakness 'Which frequently goes by the name of peace. Peace 
belongs only to those who love and obey. the law of' the 
Lord (Pea. 119:165; Isa. 48:18) .. It is founded upon' right
eousness, and i·s one of iirts fruits (.Pea. 37:37; 18a. 32:17; 
He·b. 7:2) •. 

For one to suffer persec1l;tion as a reSU!1t of doing 'good is 
to follOlW in the holy line of succession of the prophets and 
martyrs (2 iChron. 8,6:16; Matt. 23.: 34-37; iLk. 13:33, 34; Acts 
7':52, 59). 'Such an one gives clear indication of His partici
pation ;in the sufferings of.Christ ('Rom. 8:17); 1 Pet. 4:12-
14). He may rejoice, ,because his 'anguish is III. token that he . 
is in the ,will af God (2 Tim. 3:12; Jas. 1:2-4; 1 Pet. 3:17, 
18). His reward will be great (Rom. 8:18; 2 Oor. 1:7; Heb. 
11:24-27). 
II. The Subjects' of ,the Kingdom: Their Witriess-verses 

13-16. 
The witness of those :willo belong to the Kingdom of oUl' 

Lord is described 'by means of the. symbolism of salt and light 
(ICompare John 5:35). ,Salt is a 'Pl'eSel"Vative, and the pres
ence of believers ,prevents the universal corruption of the 

world ,by the forces of evd-l. In a sense, the good sanctify 
those around them; they may stay the judgment of sin for 
a certain"time (Gen. 19:22; 1 Cor. 7:.14). .sillt without salti
ness is useless as rar as its efficien~y' 'and value 8.1'e con
cerned (iMk. 9:50; Lk. 14:34, 35). 

Christ is the Light of thei world (!John 8:12; 9:5; 12:35), 
and from Him Hi,s foHOIWers derive. their il!ight (Eph. 5:8). 
A lamp 1Wi1l not be seen unless it is placed in a conspicuoUs , 
position. It must not :be covered 'by the :bushel measure, or 
put under. a 'bed ('Mk. 4:21), but it may Occu.py its intended 
pOSition on the I~pst1Uld, (Rev. 2:5). If we faithfully up
ho.1.d, the ,light, the Lwd will see to it that the light shines, 

. and' He wdll SUpply ,the oil of ·the 'Holy Spirit. We are com
manded' to shine, ·not for our ow.n praise, 'but for Hi·s glory 
(~il. 2:15, 16; 1 Pet. 2:12). 
Ill. The Subjects of the Kingdom: Their Righteousness-

verses 17-20. . 
The mol'al laJw as taught by 'Christ was not the antithesis, 

but rather the complement of the law of Moses. The right
eDUSD4!SS which God demands is a !penfect righteousness (verse 
48; Jas. 2:10), and Ohrist lived such a lile before men, and 
then died that believers might be made righteous in Him. 

GOOD N.EWS FoR WESTERN ONTARIO 
'CHURCHES 

We have just received' word from Rev. H. C. Slade of Tim
mins, Vice-oPresident of the Union, that .he wiH ;be f.ree to 
give ,another month to visitation of our Union churches. This 
time it will be the churches an. Wiestern Ontario that are to 
be thus !favoured. The pastors in the Ottawa Valley found 
'a 'benediction and: an emdchment of church life in the ministry 
of ·Mr. Slade on their fields, and we know that those in On,tario 
are joyfully anticipating Ms cOming to them. Rev. E. C. 
Wood of Chatham, hearing rumours of the projected visit, 
wrote the Union office asking for the privdlege of having Mr. 
Slade 'Preach in !his pul'Pit on a Sunday, but very gracefully 
giving us a 'carte blanche' for the whole week if this were 
not. ·.possible. ,Such IWhole-.hearted co-operation transforms 
the very complicated and diffieultproblem of arranging a. 
satisfactory itinerary into 18: pleasant and easy task We are 
confident that dt wi!ll be so again with the Ontario itineral'!y, 
as it was with the Quebec itinerary. Mr. 'ISlade eX'Pects to 
'begin the trip on Sunday, Fe:bruary 11th, and he joins us in 
inviting all churches,. north, east, and west, to unite in ferVent 
prayE!il' for the success of this undertaking. . 

Mr. Slade, with the generous consent of his, church at 
Ti,mmins, is .giving ibis services without charge in the interest 
of ,the Union Churches; but the Executive Committee of the 
Union earnestly l'eQuest that an effort will be m~de to make 
the offerings large' en()up to pay aU travelling and inci-. 
den1ial expenses.-W. 
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