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"WOULD YOU PLUCK THE FRUIT BEFORE IT'S 
WHOLLY RIPE?" 

In these words, as we once read, an anxious soul an­
swered hIs pastor's earnest effort to persuade him: to 
yield himself to Christ. The pastor was undoubtedly 

,right in 'beseeching 'him in Christ's stead to be recon­
ciled .to God; notwithstanding, it was true spritual in­
stinct which expressed itself in the word·s quoted above; 
and pastors and other earnest soul-winners will be wise 
to "give heed to' the admonition therein implied. 

Conversion may well be likened to the ripening of 
fruit. It is not man's work. As rain, and dew, and su·n­
shine, are necessary to ,bring' the fruit to perfection, so 
there are heavenly powers, spiritu'al rain, and dew, and 
sunshine, which work true repentance and t.aith 'in the 
soul, and, like fruit' fully r·ipe, put the trusting' soul intto 
the hands of Christ. Moreover, there is often in the 
awakened soul, a sub-conscience realization that jot is the 
su·bject of the operation of divine power·s, with some 
vague preintima.tion of coming deliverance.·· Before the 
cry of the new-born soul is heard in confession of faith, 
there is a myster·ious stirring of life within which wit­
nesses to the quickening power of the Holy Ghost. . 

What, then, is our du.ty in such a case? We .must first 
of" all keep clearly before u·s the f~ct tha:~' conversion is 
the unfolding of a God-given life; and that what God 
begins He must be allowed to complete. We must recog­
n,ize that as in the natural world life manifests itself 
according to the la.w of i,ts own inner natu·re, from bud 
to bloom, "first the blade, then the ear, after that the full 
·corn in the ear," and from con,ception to birth, so in the 
·spiritual realm the processes of life must be permitted 
to fulfil th~ir course. 'And the skilful soul-winner, gift­
ed with spiritua:l discernment, will know when 'to stay 
his hand, and worshipfully watch God work. There will 
·be plenty to do to keep down the weeds which. are native 
to human nature; carefully to remove' the 'blight which is 
ev:er ready to mar the beauty of fruit and fiowers in the 
gard'en of the Lord. UnceasIng prayer may water the 
garden; and sometimes a careful hand may bend back a 
darkening leaf to let the sunshine of truth pour down 
. upon the !Jhadow of a doubt, and thus assist to perfect 
the beauty of the ripening fruit. But the imPatience of 
an undiscernilig zeal must never be allowed to pluck the 
fruit before it is wholly ripe. 

It may be said that we are not in' much danger of 
. suffering from ov·er-zealousness .. Perhaps in some mat­

ters we are too safe in this respect. 'I'he calm of our 
public services would not greatly suffer by the spiritu·al 
utterance of an audible "Amen";' nor would it hurt our 
decorum if, in the freedom of the Spirit, we were some­
times to exclaim, "Hallelujah!" But there Is' always 
danger in a zeal that is not accor.ding to knowledge; 
and in no form of Christian .activity. is such zeal more 
likely to show itself than in the great business of evan­
geJi.sm. If there be 'not a solid basis of scriptural 
knowledge as a working platform we are liable to be led 
into all sorts of extravaganc·es. In pubUc evangelistic 
s'ervices, as well as in per·sonal effort, by ·seeking to ~c­
ce').~rate the processes of grace in the soul, we are in dan­
gf}'r of running 'before the ~ord. By an undue emphasis 
upon the ·human part in bringing men to Christ, we may 
be led to resort to mech-ani·cal means to compel a de-' 
cision for Christ, and thus, unwittingly, if :we may ven­
ture the ciari.ng.lfigure, become spiritual abortionists. At 
all ev·ents, it is, we believe, indisputable that the cause 
of evangelism has suffered incalculable injury in receI),t 
years-say, in the last ten or twenty years-by the hot­
house forcing' methods which have been employed. 
Music is a useful adjunct in the hand of God, .but it is 
useless ·as a substitute f.or the power of the Holy Ghost. 
And a great choir und·er a magnetic leader may lead a 
congregation to sing itself into a frenzy of excitement, 
,until those who compose it,.under the mesmeric infiuence 
of a persuasive speaker, ar·e ready to do anything that 
is required of them, sign a card, or ·stand, or go to the 
front; while in all this theI:e may be no touch of the fin­
ger of God, and with the result· that the last state of such 
professed converts.is worse than the first. We do nOt 
condemn the 'invitation to sign a card, or to stand, or to 
go to· the front; ·nor ·the wise use of"music in making 
gospel services interesting and, attractive; but we'do say 
that there is danger of .our relying upon these methods 
instead of upon the power of the life-giving ·Spirit of 
God; and .those who do, are sure to attempt to pluck· the 
fruit before it is wholly ripe. 

Let no one suppose, however, that we are recom­
mending .the advant~ges of a comfortable hammock 
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under a shady tree in the garden of the Lord. Real 
,prayer means labouring, not lounging. And we must be 
diligent in the use of spade, and hoe, and rake, both in 
the preparation of new soil, and in tqe culture of the 
plants in which the divine lif'e is already unfoldng .. 

Skilled in the cure and care of souls; one thought 
he saw some fruit ready to,,7be gathered; but on touch­
ing it he instantly recognized ,that the fruit was not 
quite ripe; and wisely left it to be perfected by the ten­
derer ministry of the Sun. We cannot always judge by 
appearances. The little girl in the corner of the pew, 
like ripe fruit ~odestly hiding among, the leaves,. was 
:!lor a little while overlooked~ Verily:, "he that w.inneth 
sou"!s is wise." How mysterious' often are the ways of 
God! The wind bloweth where it listed, and thou 
heareth the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the 'Spirit." ,sometimes the new life quietly un .. 
folds iike fruit ripening in the sunlight; sometimes it 
is like a new life struggling tp the birth. The world 
has known but one Expert in this d.ivine art. If we 
would learn his secret we must 'be much in His com­
pany: "I am my.Beloved"s, and· His desire is toward me. 
Come, my Beloved, lE~t us go forth into the field; let us 
lodge in the ·villages. Let us get up early to the vi'ne­
yards; let us see if the 'vine flourish, whether the tender 
grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth." 

-A SUGGESTION FOR WITNESS READERS 
In the State of New Jersey about four yea:rs ago, a 

group of evangelical Presbyterians, in protest against 
the Modernism of that denomination, began the publica­
tion of a religious weekly. We have before .os Number 
Forty-seven of Volume Four, and in a brief editorial 

. praise is given to God 'because' He "placed it upon the 
heart of one of His ovy'n to make an outright gift of 
$12,000.00" to the paper. , 

We have wished and prayed for years that some of 
;;lur readers who may ,be stewards of some of the Lord's 
money, mig.b-t be moved to make a large'gift to THE Gos­
PEL WITNESS. We ,believe the receipt of such a gift· would 
make it possi"ble for us to extend the circulation of THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS enormously, and thus greatly increase 
its influence. As an evidence of what THE GOSPEL WIT­
NESS means to a great many people, we quote from let-
ters recently received: . 

One is from a saint advanced in years, dated December 
20th, and reads in part as follows: 

"I read your address delivered on Thursday evening, 
November 2nd, which I very much appreciated, and think that 
you had quite an inspiration. It would be well for every Bap­
tist to read! the same. Some of the thoughts have been and 
are always very much in my mind. What a 'different world 
this would be if we could keep oUnJelves and everyone else 
sweet and loving." . -

Another is from a minister. Among many other ex­
cellent things he says in his first two paragraphs: 
"My Dear Dr. IShields: 

"I ,have been rejoicing in the spirit of your -address· of 
Thursday evening, November 2nd. It is with me 'a passion to 
love my brothers and sisters in' Christ the 'world over, 
especially 'native' Christians. .My fervent, believihg, dally 
prayer is for a· mighty Holy Ghost outpouring on every 
qhristian." ' ' 

Another letter comes from a brother in Alberta. He 
says in part: 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 
"We have been Ihoping to write you f0t:.a long time, to 

express our gratitude to you for the bleSSlng we have re­
,ce,ved through the ministry of THE GO~PEL WITNESS. I!1m 
sure it has .been 1he means, in 'a 'large measure, of helpmg 
me to recognize sin in the abstract. ..• 

"I spent fifteen years in the wilderness after comi1;lg ,to 
this country from Devon; ,but the Lord had great patience, 
anel got me ,back in my seat to oppose every appearance of 
evil without fear or favour. . . • . 

"I 'am enclosing $6.00 for as many copies of 'Other Little 
Ships' as that will pay fo~ My copy spends the bulk of its 
time ~n the sea, so intend enlarging my fleet I" 

Amersha.w, Bucks, England. 
"Dear Dr. Shields: 

"I follow with Interest aM that is being done in Jarvis 
Street, and the work of the Home Missions is ,thrlm~g, When 
we think of those young PastorS, all sons of Jal'Vl5 ,Street 
and true stalwarts of the faith, it gives oo.e 'a glow-to real­
ize that a live and lasting work is being carried on at the 
,SemiI~ary. May you long continue to carry on the work! 1 
can quite imagine what a joy it gives you, and how much 
greater joy it gives to our Heavenly Father, to see them 
heing trained in 'the whole counsel of God! 

"I hope Miss Stoakley is well. I enclose $30.00, and hope 
to send my final weekll,y offerings for tohis year to her in 
the New Year. 

"Thank you very much for sending the plllper during the 
visit of the King and Queen to Canada. They were splendid 
pictures of ,them. What lots of things have happened since 
then-all those terrible I.R.A. ibomb outrages which did fear­
ful damage, and now this strange war, confined ISO far. to the 
air and sea. Our wonderful sailors and their courage and 
heroism will go down to posterity. 

"Kindest thoughts, and wishing you 'all the best always., 
('Signed)_ MARY COLLIN," 

The last letter is from one of our own member,s, Mrs. 
Mary Collin;of Amershaw, Bucks, England. Mrs. Collin's 
husband wa.s Captain ,G. ~. 'Collin in the Great War. We 
visited him Overseas when Mrs. Collin and their son, 
then a very little child, were living in Toronto; and we 
remem-ber taking ,Captain Collin some snapshots of his 
wife and little ,boy. Mrs. 'Collin left Toronto for England 
some time in 1921, but she has retained her member-_ 
ship in the church, and kept· up her connection by regu­
lar correspondence, and by a generous .support of the' 
church funds. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS carries the message of the chl\lrch 
thus to its non-resident mem-bel's; to people far removed 
from Toronto; .to some who are, somewhat advanced in 
years, and deprived of the, privileges of the sanctuary, 
as these letters indica,te; ,but wherever it goes, it, ha,s 
pleased ,God to make it a blessing to its readers. How 
we "Wish we could increase its circulation, so as to reach 
tens of thousands more! 

We have a plan of writing directly to thousands of 
ministers, and offering them one of ,the Editor's books 
asa premium with a year's subscription to TH,E GOSPEL 
WITNESS. But that requires some hundreds of dollars 
-extra. If there are any of our friends who would like to 
contriobute to a GOSPEL WITNESS Extension Fund, we 
should ,be happy to hear from them. How much this 
might easily mean to th9usands of ministers! And 
through the ministers, we could thus reach tens of thou­
sands· of' other people. THil:GOSPEL WITNESS is a mis­
sionary' enterprise. It has been used of God in the sal­
vation of many, and in building up ,the saints in their 
mos't holy faith. Pastors a~dSunday S.chool teachers 
have testified to its usefulness. Help us to increase i,ts 
circulation. . 
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CAN THE POPE AND MUSSOLINI' MAKE PEACE? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, December 31st, 1939 

(Stenographically Reported) 

II And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the efl'ect of righteousness 
quietness and assurance for.ever."-Isaiah 82:17. 

(355) 3 

T.here ar.e people who, in respect to persons and organ- But there are Rersons and organizations which are 
izations and movements, are popularly described as. "yes ever ready to take advantage of other people's disabili-. 
men". They approve of what is popular. They change ties in order ~that they may forward their own interests. 
their opinions as they change their clothes, according to We need to be. constantly on guard during war time, for 
the fashions of the hour. They have an uncanny instinct the reason that, in the necessary restrictions of war time, 
which teaches them what people want them to say, and many will find opportunity to introduce evils which will .. 
forthwith they say it. .' ~ seek to establish themselves in positions from. which they 

That disposition is not entirely absent from the pulpit. cannot easily be removed. We need to exercise constant 
It is easy to prophesy smooth things, and to declare those vigilence to see that we do not admit greater. menaces 
things to which the carnal mind is disposed to afford a to. human freedom than those we are now fighting to 
generous hospitality. But it is sometimes the duty of exclude. 
the preacher .to say things that are not generally believed. One needs always to be on guard against the encroach­
It sometimes' becomes an obligation for him to declare ments of the Church of Rome. However pacific she may 
truths to' which people are naturally opposed. Tolerance appear to be at the moment,· however plausible her 

. in matters of religion is commendable when it means appeals to statesmen and nations, we do well to remem­
a recognition of the right of every man to liberty of ber her record, and to be always on guard. In the last 
conscience, and the rejection of any form of compulsion war the Pope launched a peace offensive against us at 

. in religion; ,but when tolerance i~ really used .,as a a very critical hour, which-threatened to do great damage 
synonym for religious indifference, and untruth is toler- .by weakening our effort. Then, of course, the Vatican' 
ated because the trl(th is neither loved nor believed, it is was pronouncedly pro-Germ!ln. The Canadian Roman 
a sign of moml deterioration rather than of large Catholic Hierarchy in the last war did everyJ;hing in its 
~harity. . power to restrict and retard Canada's war effort. I 

The ancient prophets did not fulfil their divine com- know there were "individual Roman Catholics who were 
mission, by conforming to the popular tendencies of their far otherwise: I speak now Df the official attitude of the 
time. Neither did the apostles so preach.when they de- Church of Rome in this country. It was decidedly against 
clared the testimony of God. It may be that I shall say us-~gainst France, .against Britain, and for Germany. 
some things ·this evening to which, at least at first, some Even many of our French-Canadian fellow-citizens put 
of you will not readily consent. I am not concerned that their religion before their racial affinity, and stood for 
you should; certainly not that you should so consent be- Germany as against France. 
cause I say it. But at least, I beg of you, give thought 'To-day the situation is soinewhatdifferent. Hitler and 
to these things, and be thoroughly persuaded in your Stalin are both antireligious. I know that Hitler invokes 
own mind as to whether they are in accord with the the help of the almighty"":':"'but Hitler's "almighty" is not 
"t~aching of God's Word. God, but the ·devil. There is no doubt about that. and' 

There is a vicious tendency often apparent in some there is no irreligion in that remark. Roman Catholics 
natures to exploit other people's woes. Whenever there have suffered great persecution in Germany.· Hitler is 
is a fire, or an earthquake, or other disaster of great decidedly antagonistic toward the Roman' Catholic 
magnitude, it is necessary that armed ·men should be Church. She 'has been despoiled of much of her wealth, 
enlisted for the protection of property, lest those who are and stripped of many .of her privileges, particularly in 
disposed to appropriate that which is not their own Austria. Hitler is equally hostile toward Protestantism. 
should engage in the prosecution of what· is commonly . The Vatican is not necessarily our ally because it is 
called "looting": I read recently of a new kind of burg- opposed to Germany and Russia in their attitude toward 
lar, ~nown as the "funeral burglar". This man studied the Church. When did anyone ever hear of the Vatican 
the death notices, and was particular to mark the ad- being disturbed over-.the"persecution of Protestants or 
dresses of ·residences frpm which funerals were to be -. Protestantism? In· this country the ~HierarchY wants 
held. He found the telephone number of that house, and Germany at least to be curbed, but, generally speaking,'" 
I1-fter the funeral service was over, expecting tllat all the she prefers it shall be done .at the cost ofl Protestant 
family would be away at the cemetery, he. would slip blood. There was slipped through a little while ago a 
into a nearby telephone booth, and telephone--just to regulation that not very many people noticed, wpen en­
make sure .. If there was no answer, he would break into listments were limited to men with not· more than two 
the house and possess' himself of their valuarbies-while children. That was not done for econoinic, but for 
the people were away burying their dead. A fine com- ecclesiastical purposes. It would' have the effect of dis­
mentary on human nature, that is!' Co.uld anyone con- missing f:r:om the army a large number of Roman Cath­
ceive of anything more desp~cable? olics who, by command of the ij:i~rarchy, have large 

I' 
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families. It would exclude from the army Qn a wholesale By the fagot and stake, they have taken millions orf 
scale in the Province of Quebec the French-Canadian lives, in order that Rome might triumph. 
Roman Catholics who wiII stay at home and breed their Rome's secret agents'are as actiVe as the agents of 
kind, while our men go 'to fight their battles, and so Hitler. We are very much alive to the danger of espion­
hasben the day when the balance' of power shall be with age just,now .• Anyone suspected of having any relations 
them. They ,will welcome anything that will reduce the with the enemy is rightly dealt with by the authorities 
Protestant population of this country. of the state. But let me remind you that Rome also' has 

The Pope has just issued a, statement in which he its secret service; her secret agents are everywhere. You 
suggests certain terms of peace. There can be no reason- will go to the polls to-morrow. Do as you like. I merely 
able objection to the terms which :he lays down. I think say this, that I would never, under any circumstances 
they are admirable; ,but t~ere is nothing new in them. Whatever, cast, my vote to elect a man to a position of 
It is' just exactly what has been said before by many. public authority who was a' Roman Catholic: because I 
But others will, soon be talking peace. There are some should be putting one in a position of 'authority who was 
in England to-day who 'are beginning to ask for a state- subject to an extra-state higher authority, and who, 
ment as to Britain's peace aims. I get many periodicals therefore, cannot be trusted to exercise the duties of a 
in which writers insist that the Allied Governments public office in the public interest, if and when such 
ought clearly to set forth even now the terms upon which interest conflicts with the interests of the church to 
peace may be concluded. I would not like to impugn 'which his primary loyalty is pledged. No 'inatter how 
the motives which lead the people so to propose. It may good a· man he may seem' to ,be the coinman-d of the' 
be they are actuated by the best of intentions. But I church m~y require him to sacrifice the public interest. 
am sure, willingly or otherw'ise, they become the greatest There may be exceptions, but one can only be saf.e by 
enemies of any true peace. I do not believe we ought refusing to vote for a Rorria,n Catholic. 
to talk a.bout peace. I do not pray for peace: I cannot. The Roman Catholic Church has its representatives in 
I am praying for the triumph of righteousness-for "the every newspaper. There is not a newspaper in Toronto 
work of righteousness shal1 be peace". When righteous- that would report what I have already said, ,not one. 
ness triu~phs, peace will fol1ow as surely as sunrise They would be afraid to do it. If they did, they would' 
follows the night. be put under the ban, their circulation would fall. There 

Why should we -be on our guard against Rome?' Why was a certain man speaking on the radio some years 
should I sound what may seem, at the outset, to be almost ago--at that time we were on the radio too--and the 
a discordant note? ,Why should I not commend the Pope manager of that station told me that he had been threat­
for his efforts toward peace? I say, we ought always to . ened first by the priest, and then at, last by an official. 
be on guard against any a!,d all papal overtures.. It is letter from the' hierarchy, that nnles's that man was put 
the continual boast of, the Roman Catholie Church that off the radio, he would ,take action.' And when he was 
she never changes-and I 'believe that that contention not put off, a furth'er official threat was sent saying, that 
is borne out by the testimony of history. She is always al1 Roman Catholics would be ordered to boycott the 
the same. Religiously, Rome is anti-Christian; just as ' radio products of the company owning the station. There 
anti-Christian to-day as she ever was. She neutralizes are few, if any, of the larger city dailies that ",iII publish 
and nullifies every truth of the Christian, revelation. I anything in criticism of the Roman Catholic Church. We 
repeat what I 'have said before, that the Roman Catholic have no such paper, certainly, in Toronto. 
Church is the greatest racketeering organization' on It is important that the minister of Chri'st should be 
earth, and that the Pope himself is the greatest of all free to declare the whole counsel of God; and that neces­
racketeers. There is nothing reaIly Christian about the sitates his being independent o,f the newspapers. The 

, Roman Catholic Church. Roman Catholicism is pagan- daily p'ress everywhere is ready to give ,large space to 
ized Chr.istianity. "".' tlie Roman Catholic Church, and always speaks of it with 

The Roman Catholic Church imposes, or if you like, the greatest deference. Other than Catholic churches are 
superimposes, her whole sacramentarian system upon the often exploited .by the newspapers, and sometimes griev­
doctrines of the gospel of grace. She makes merchandise ously injured by them. 
of Christianity, and of the ,souls of men. She is, and In another direction the Roman Catholic Church hilS 
always has been, the enemy of religious freedom. If very astutely extended its inftuence. It has developed 
indeed Roman Catholics in Austria and elsewhere are' a school of diplomacy, and has trained men for ambas­
subject to persecution, we profoundly regret it. I would sadorships, so as to secure, in large measure, control of 
fight for their religious freedom-although I believ.e the diplomatic relations between Governments.. The Am­
.them to be wrong-I believe they have a right to be bassador of t.he Unit~d. ~tates to Grea~ Britain is a 
wrong if they wiII., . I ,believe in the absolute freedom of Roman CatholIc. The PreSIdent of the Umted States has 
conscience withoq"t restriction ·oi-external compulsion. I reeently appoi?~ed a s~ecial envoy to th~ Pop~. A large 
have no sympathy with religious persecution of anyone, _ number of Brltls~ ambassadors to forel~Ji GOvernments 
anywhere, however they may differ from other.s. If how- are Roman Cathohcs. The present ,ForeIgn Secretary of 
ever, the Roman Catholic Church is suffering th~t dis-, Great Britain is not a Roman Catholic, I believe, but an 
ability to-day she is only r~aping what she has sown, for Ang~o-~ath~lic; and it requires a great deal of ingenUity 
she ha§ always and everyWhere been the enemy of re- to .dlstmgulsh between th~m .. But these are some of the 
tigious freedom., Even lIitler's concentration camps, ter- thlI!-gs we ne~d to ,bear m mmd when we hear of the 
rible as they are, cannot exceed the inquisitorial tortures Pope suggestmg terms of peace. 
i~flicted by the Church 'of Rome. 'Hitler's execution axe, . The Pope's recent visit ~,o. the Italian King, was sig- , . " 
dripping with the blood of its many victims, is not more nifi:cant. For tbe first time in 'seventy years the Pope , 
deadly than the axe ,!ielded at the will of th~ Vati~an~, calIed upon the Italian King, and he sat on a throne' 
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, . . 
between the King and Queen as their equal: ,And 'it is 
the assumption of the right to temporal power, and the 
papal claim to supremacy over all governments, which 
makes any Roman Catholic in public office a menace to, 
the public interest. 

We want no such peace as the murderous' partnership 
of the Pope and Mussolini could approve. We are glad 
enough of italy'S neutrality at ,the moment; but after 
all, the Italy of Mussolirti, is just as ,pad as Germany. 
Do not forget Ethiopia, for which there can be no justifi­
cation hi righteousness. It was an act of robbery and 
of wholesale murder, wantonly executed without the 
shadow of a just cause. What can we expect from a 
nation that will perpetrate such an outrage? We have 
,to think of .A.lbania, too, ,possessed :without loss of blood, 
it is true; but what, of Spain? The civil war in Spain 
was a Roman Catholic war, fomented by the Church, 
financed by the Church, blessed by'the Church-witness 
the recent establishment of the Church in Spain. Franco 
was victorious by the help of Italian and German troops 
at a cost of more than a million lives. The blood of a 
million rests equally upon Mussolini and upQn the 
Vatican and upon the Pope. 'fhe present Pope was Sec­
re'tary of State, and blel!sed the whole movement; and 
now promises his blessing upon a robber and murderer 
like Mussolini. Recently Franco has restored the Church's 
income in Spain, and the priests are now paid out of 
Government funds-thus the Church is reaping the 
benefits of "the war. 

'and go: we will keep our men at home as we did last 
time." It is always the same. Of course there are in­
dividual Roman Catholic exceptions, but I am speaking 
of the general, rule. I am' certain I was right when; at 
the outset, I said' that the Roman Catholic Hierarchy 
did everything in' its power to restrict and retard our 
operations. We, may well be suspicious. The Pope's 
present gesture does not matter much, but it is only the 
beginning. ~ark my words: we shall hear more of it 
later-and it will matter, much before the great object 
for which we were compelled to take up arms, is achieved. 
The Pope may' want the power of Hitler broken, but 
Roman Catholicism is no friend of democracy or of any 
democratic institution. . ~ 

We must fight for righteollsness, that right may pre- . 
vail. The war should never be concluded so long as Hitler 
,lives. I believe that Hitler and ,his aides ought to be 
brought to trial and visited .with the judgment of death 
like other murderers; and until that is done, righteous­
ness will not 'have had its way. Then may justice be 
done to Czechoslovakia and Austria and Poland, and 
Finland. ' 

We ask for nothing but to be left alone, but' we will 
not be ruled by the threat of force from any direction. 
If righteou~mess be recognized as the sine qua non, peace 
will inevitably follow. There is rio other way. "The 
work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever." "There, 
is no 'peace, saUh my God, to the w,icked.'~ Until right is. 

We need to be on our guard. Perhaps you do not agree ,done we can only gird ourselves for the battle. Stop 
with that. "Do not say a word now lest we provoke thinking about peace, or talking about peace, or praying 

. Italy." Italy is already provoked. If she is neutral, she about peace. Let us live and fight for righteousness; 
is neutral for her own purposes, and not in our interest. and, when righteousness wins, peace will follow as a 

On political grounds, we should beware of all papal natural consequence. T,ben i,t will be permanent. We 
,overtures. I. slippose we all ,see the evil of dictatorships shalf have "quietness and assurance for ever.'" 

to-day. You do not want to live under the iron will of I have said 'all that in order that I may say this ·before 
Hitler, do you? I do nQt. If I were the last man, I I send you away. All this is true in a spiritual sense. 
am sure I would rather die striking a blow at that thing, There can ,be 'no peace without righteousness. There can 
than live to wear that yoke. I value my freedom too be no peace between the rebellious soul and the' God 
much to submit to Hitlerism. We are just as opposed against Whom we have shined. Without righteousness, 
to a Russian dictatorship. But'the greatest dictatorship God ca'nnot for-give ou·r 's~ns, We cannot pass them over. 

, in all the world is' that which has its seat in lAe Vatican. He ,i-s a holy God, and there is no salvation for al!.y one 
The most absolute au.thority on earth is that of the of us apart from righteousness. Ri-ghteousness must 
Roman Catholic Church; and the Pope claims dominion prevail. Your. sin,S and mine must be punished somehow, 
over more subjects thim Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini or God cannot be at peace with us-nor we at peace 
combined. Before the Great War it was said there were with Him. ' 
only t",o perfect organizations on earth, ·the "German But how is that to be done? The Pope cannot. make 
army and the Roman Catholic Chu!ch. The aicf;atorship peace for. you, with all .his' sacraments. The Church of 
of the Pope is even more dangerous than that of Hitler, Rome (lannot ma~e peace for anyone with all its system 
for the reason that those who submit to his rule are in of works., How can peace be made between the soul and 
all ·countries. God? Peace is something more than a negative quality. 

I return to. what I said just now, that I wo~ld nev,er Peace is more than the absence of war, or of strife. 
• vote for a Roman Catholic for public office in this coun- Peace is built upon foundations of righteousness. Right­

try. In the measure in' which he is loyal as a Roman eousness is an essential irigred~ent of peace. You can 
Catholic, he is the su·bject of another power, of an alien no more make peace without righteousness than you can 
prince,lmd takes his orders from Rome. For that reason, ' build a solid wall of mere sand without cement. And I 
no Roman Catholic can properly be trusted with public say, the Church of Rtlme cannot effect peace. ,If you ~ad 
office. I know that such a, statement is unpopular. I all the money of a j:ertain man who recently left many 
accept the unpopularity of it. That is my deliberate con- thQusands to' the Church to say prayers after he was 
viction, and all history corroborates the truth of it. Such dead, it would not help you. I said just now that the 
an one is all the more dangerous because he presumes Church of Rome is the-biggest, racketeering organization 

" ,to dictate to Gove'rnments. He does dictate to the, Can- 'on earth-and so it is. It selJs 'salvation on the instal­
adian ,Government. The Hiera,rclty did dictate to the ment plan as long as you Iiv~and keeps your relatives 
Canadian Government when they said, "There shall never' paying the instalments as long' as they live. You never 
pe conscription." Why? "Let everyone else volunteer, get out of debt. You must p~y, pay, pay for ever. 

, 
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I was going. to say that God only knows whether the 
Masses you pay for are ever said or not, but I do not 
think they ever ascend as high as that. What a fraud! 
What a piece of hypocrisy! What a damnable doctrine! 
I hate it with perfect hatred. I love the souls of men. 
I love the souls of Roman Catholics. But I hate that 
institution that is of Antichrist, born from the pit, in­
spired -by the pit; that has done the work of the devil 
always-and is doing it still, deceiving !the souls of men. 
Doubtless there is even in the Roman Oatholic Church a 
remnant' according to the election of grace, who have 
found tbe way through the darkness of their supersii­
tions to Christ Himself; and have been saved in spite of 
the church---'but none can be saved by her anti..:Christian 
system. 

Who can make peace? There is only One. "None but 
Jesus, can do helpless sinners good." How did He make 
peace? Not by making light of your _ sins., He carne 
from heaven to earth, took upon Him our flesh; was 
made in the likeness of man, "made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons." And under 
the law He fulfilled the, righteousness ,of the law to the 
letter, and thus wrought out a perfect righteousness 
for us. 

When He went to' the cross, ,all our sins were made 
to meet upon Him, and in that dread battl~ of Calvary, 
principalities and powers were spoiled, and He made a 

.shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. When 
there the mighty Conqueror bruised the ~erpent's head, 
and promised l1im his ultimate death. wound, He won the 
victory for righteousness for you and for me. And when 
He offers us peace, He offers ~s peace Qn the basis of 
th~t righteousness-because everything is paid, and 
there is no longer any claim against us. He did more 
than talk peace: He made peace througb the blood of 
His cross. 

Weare sent to preach peace, to preach peace-how? 
By Christ Jesus. There is no other way. 

But there is peace in Him. "rherefore .being justified 
by faith, we have peace with' God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Sometimes I picture to ,myself th~t scene 
on Calvary, and the dim light obtaining when the earth 
had been shaken -by the expiring cry of the Victim on 
the central cross. I fancy some of those who had seen 
Jesus of Nazareth perhaps were lingering somewhere at 
the bOttom of the, hill. They heard that He had been 
crucified, that He was dead. And as they talked, perhaps 
there came a man their way, and for a moment they were 
startled, "Look! There He is: That is Jesus of Nazar­
eth. I know Him by His robe." "No! Jesus of Nazareth 
is dead. The soldiers naned Him to the cross." They 
parted His garments among them, and as they did so, 
they found one that was woven from the top throughout, 
without seam. They said, "It would be a pity to rend 
it." Said one, "I will tell you what. we will do: we will 
cast lots whose it shall be." "They parted my raiment 
among them, and for my vesture' they did cast lots." 
They cast their lots, and one of the soldiers was told, 
"The seamless robe is yours; it has, fallen to you." . " 

'I have often wondered who that soldier was who got 
His seamlt~ss 'robe? Sometimes I have fancied that it 
was the one who drove the' spear to the heart of the Son 
of God. Later, as he carne down the' hili, wearjng ,that 

perfect robe, some may have said, "Wearing, His robe, 
he looks exactly like Jesus of Nazareth." 

It is only a parable, but lby His life and death He wove 
a seamless robe of righteousness for us, and if we trust 
'Him there can be no chance about it, no gamble. There 
is such a robe for everyone of us. You can put it on 
to-night, and go out that door wearing His robe. 

, 
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty-are, my glorious dress; , ' 
'Midst flaming worlds in these I!orrayed, 
Wiith joy shall I lift up my head." 

May that be your New Year's gift, your New Year's 
garment; and as you put it on, you may have this assur­
ance, that it will never wear ol,lt---it will ,do for you to 
wear when you get home to glory. It will give you 
"quietness and assurance for ever." 

THE WEEK·EN]j IN JARVIS· STREET 
We ,had good services the last day of the year, with 

good congregations. For some years it has been our prac­
tice to hold a watch-night service, ·but the last day of the 

, year falling on .sunday, we decided to omit thelate serv­
ice, and con-fine ourselves ,to the regular evenin'g service. 
This was par:tly because of the inconvenience of two'ser­
vices of an evening, .but especially because of our great 
New Year's Morning Service, an institution of over 
seventy-five years' duration in Jarvis Street, when mem­
:bers and friends gather for praise and fellowship. 

It was, of course, the first New Year's Morning Serv­
ice to be -held in Greenway Hall. It ,was very largely at­
tended. We began' at half.,pa,st ten, and, with difficulty, 
closed a few minutes -before one, when the service seemed 
to be little" more than just begun. It was a time of happy 
fellowship, much 'prayer, and many testimonies to the 
divine faithfulness. Following the, usual custom, the 
Pastor gave the church a motto for the year, which was' 
the tenth verse of the fifteenth chapter of First Cor­
inthians ':' "I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet 
not I, but the grace of G<>d, which was with me." 

As .the meeting closed, we felt once more that there is 
nothing on earth to compare with the fellowship of the 
saints. 

ABOUT, THE SEMINARY 
The letter we have quoted from England refers to the 

work of the Seminary, and the inspiration that comes 
from the 'reflection that young men are being trained to ' 
go' out preaching the whole, .gospel of the grace of God. 

We believe the work of the Seminary is, aU things con­
sidered, the most far-reaching piece of work in which 

, Jarvis Street is engaged. At the same ti-me it is the most 
difficult. It seems Ito be harder to get money for the Sem­
inary than for almost any object. We have spoken of a 
large gilft for THE GoSPEL WIT,NESS: we need large gifts, 
as well as small, for the Seminary. Oh that someone 
would come to our :help with a large gift of thousands­
or many gifts that would aggregl!-te thousands! -

The Seminary ,is carrying dn as usual in wartime. Al­
,ways difficult, the w()rk is financially more difficult than 
ever. Won't you help ,us? , - I 
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TilE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 
Lesson Text: Matthew 3. . 
Golden Text: "And 10 a voice from heaven, saying, This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased"-Matthew 
3:17. 

I. The Preparation for Christ-verses 1 to 12. 
(Read aIso Mk. 1:3-8; ~ a:2-17; John 1:6-8, 19-28). 
'l'he boyhood: years of Christ were spent at Nazareth. Th~y 

were silent years, in that we have no record of. a pwblic 
manifestation of Christ as the Mess~'ah at othat tlme. We 
do, however, have a !picture of the Saviour at ,the age of 
twelve years, lingering m the "temple, confounding the priests 
with His wisdGm (Lk. 2:41-52). . .' 

We are to'ld that John the Baptist came 'Preaching "m those 
days". The ,time of his ministry can 'be identified by the 
historical. reference in Luke's Gospel (ILk. 3:1). 

John was a man of simple tastes, and :was strong and rug­
ged iIn: charactez:. "'I'he !people thronged to the wilderness to 
hear him, because he was' a man sent from God (John 1:6). 
His preaching !Was effective (iLk. 7:29, 30), and our Lord 
paid' high tribute to him (Matt. 11:7-11; Lk. 7:24-28). 

The mission of 'John ,the Baptist was ,to prepare the way 
for the 'Saviour's redemptive career, to bear witness to Him 
as the Light of the world (John 11:7-9). JGhn is identified 
as the messenger of the Lord whose coming was foretold by 
Isaiah (Isa .. 40:3 ... 5). One is reminded of the road-lbuiJders, 
engineers and !Work crews who lWere sent out :whenever the 
Roman Emjperol1S contempl'ated a visit to 'Points of the Em­
pire w~oh !Were not adjacent to the mai~ thoroughfares. New 
higbrways must be constructed, mountams must be levelled 
and valleys filled in, that the road might be made easy and 
straight for Ule Emperor's official journey. The ,Lord Jesus 
Christ had already commenced. His triumphal, yet sacrificIal, 
march along earth's highway from Bethlehem. That road 
wouJ.d lead through Galilee, am.d Samaria, to Jerusalem and 
Mount Calvary and then to 1M0unt Olivet. ' 

It :was the duty of John the Baptist ,to caU attention to 
Ohrist, to herald !His approach. He :himself -was but a humble 
voice for his iLord, an instr.ument to utter His mind and 
SlPeak forth His message. May the Lord enable each one of 
us to ,be a voice for Him, to speak fOor ·Hi·m in accents that 
are clear, tender and strong! 'I 

The preaching of John Ibhe Baptist lWas preliminary to the 
message of the Gospel. He ,urged: men to· repent and to 

- turn froiD their sin. He sought to 'bake from them their. 
false confidence and· boast in good -works, noble ancestry, or 
public profession •. The Pharisees with 4lheir ritualism and 
the Pharisees ";with their moralldzing. must give evidence of 
tr.ue repentance. Repentance is a prerequisite and an ac­
companiment of saving faith, and one cannot trust in Christ 
for salvation unless he is prepared to rely :whoLly u!pon Him. 

1)he baptism. Gf John was aJ.so a preliminary ordinance 
(Acts 19:1-7). He preached the baptism cif repentance for 
the renrlssion of sins (,Mk. 1:4; iLk. 3:3)", in token of the fact 
that the sins of' which confession 'W88 made would 'be ful!l~ 
atoned for in the future. ,God had covered the sins of the 
Old Testament saints 'When they trusted' in ,the iblood,but in 
Ohrist He 'would' uncover them and put th~ a-way for ever 
(Rom. 3:21,-26). John's baptism was water balptism, which 
typified the blllptism of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pente­
cost (Acts 2:4, 5,16-21). Again, John !had ipOiWer merely to 
rebuke sin, bu:t the time of tne ibaptism of fire would surely 
come, when ISin would be judged. The metaphor of the 
threshing-floor is used to denot~ the final judgment and re­
mOWLl of sin ·which God's holiness demands (Matt. 18 :30, 
39-44; Rev. 21:8). 

II. :The ,Ba"ptil!lm of Christ-verses 13-17. 
(Read: also Mk. 1:9-U; iLk. 3:21, 22; John 1:31-34). 
Our Lord signified !His approval of the witness of John the 

Blllptist 'by submitting to baptism at his hand. At the same 
time, He jnitiated: Ohristian !baptism, leaving us an example, 
that :we should iDUow in His steps. ." 

The iLord's ,messenger, irea!l!izing his OWIIJ unworthiness, 
''!Would have ihindered" the Saviour (verse 14, Revised Ver­
sion), ,but Ohrist had come from GaJ.ilee for that purpose, and 
His action was in accordance with ,the Divine plan for· the 
redenl!Ption of the race. 

r.Dhe Lord Jesus Ohrist, Who 'Was sinIess, joined those who 
were confessing theIr' sins. In this 'PUiblic manner He signi­
fied ·that He -was identifying Himself with the human race, 
being numbered :with the transgressors, although He was not 

. of ,them·, and taking upon iHilmself the sin of the world (Isa. 
53:4-6, 1:1, '12; John "1:29). Only thus would it be possi-ble 
for ·believers to he' inade the righteousness of God in Him 
(2 Cor. 5:21). Our righteousnesses are as filthy :oo.gB in His 

,sight (Isa. 64:6; Rom. 3:10-20), but Ohrist, the Holy One, 
fu}'filleda~,l righteousness on our behalf. He met "all the re­
quirements of the holy law, and aU the standards of a holy 
God. He came ,that He might 'accomplish righteousness for 
man, and !His holiness is imputed am.d lIIII.Parted to all who 
wiH tl"ll8t in Him (Rom. 8:3,4). 

The blllptism of Ohrist signified not merely the fact that 
He ;would atone for the sins of men, but it &;180 illustrated the 
manner of His redemp-tion. Atonement for sin would be se­
cured by' His death, ,burial '8Il1d resurrection; of which bap­
tism by immersion is a representation (Rom. 6:3, 4). Ho'W 
sign~ficant and solemn ,was that holy rite wherein the Son of 
God, Who was also the Son of man, set forth in symbol His 
own death, burial and resurrection for m8!l1.'s redemption! 
ShalI we not h,umbly, oIbedientlyand joyfully identify our­
selves wd,th Him, and confess that in Him, we, too, have died 
to the old life of sin and risen in newness" of life wi·th Him 
(Col. 2:12: 3:1)? . 

!Lest any shouJd think that this lowlly Nazaxene was like 
the othellS around Him as He went down into the water, was. 
baptized and emerged from the water, God the Father and 
~d ,the Holy '8!piri·t gave witness that this was indeed the 
,Son of God (John 1:32-34), and that He was now being 
anointed, as it were, for .His ministry as the Prophet, Priest 
and King (Isa. 42:1; 61:1, 2). 

The heavenS 'Were opened when Christ was baptized, and 
the voice at God !proclaimed His good pleasure in ,the Son of 
His love (Matt. 17:5; Mk. 9:7; Lk. 9:35). They who trust 
"8!I1.d! o.bey wiH experience the 'blessing of the Lord (JaM 
8:~9). 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 
FROM MISS LEIUA BOYD 

(Excerpt from a Letter to Rev. W. G. Brown) 
You express the hope that I have not forgotten my 

Seminary days. _ Your conclusion is right,-I certainly have 
not. Indeed those days and those friendships became so much 
a part of me that I still live frequently in them in memory. 
No place seems quite so much like horne as does' 337. There 
was. so much to enrich one during those years that it would 
seem as if it takes years to appreciate the real val-ue of 
what was crowded into those four. Jarvis Street remains 
home to me, and Sunday, though filled here with other quite 
different interests, marks its hours stiB ,by the services_ of 
the day there. Vagabond thoughts refuse to be limited by 
our close-up horizon, so though I disturb no one by my 

. entrance, I frequently take my place among those who enjoy 
the Pastor's ministry. Looking back now I wonder how I 
could have been so careless as ever to let slip one opportunity 
for a further enjoyment of life's ,best things which were all 
so lavishly spread ·before us during our Seminary life. Still, 
I think, in spite of indolence, I did store -up treasures. for 
memory's inventory, for I know now how many hours, which 
might have been dull or lonely here, have been full of inter­
est, and happy, because I had -something beyond my present 
surroundings of" which to think. In another way also have 
those years ministered to my present content and happiness, 
that is, In tne many friendships formed, which formed a basis 
for a correspondence that fills every spare moment, leaving 
few ill which to feel lonely or discontent, correspondence 
which is an outlet from that killing monotony one could drop 
into in such a ·place, correspondence through which has come 
many words of encouragement challenging one to deeper, 
betier things f01" Him. No, I have not forgotten the Semin­
ary; nor any of those whose labours of love inade it ·possible 
and profitable. 

~ was, therefore, happy to know that though' working 
under real handicaps, ,blessing was still being enjoyed there 
this year. . 
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Yes, I rejoiced greatly with you all in the really fine time 
enjoyed at Convention this year. I am hoping to hear of 
much resultant blessing. It is most gratifying also to see 
how richly the Lord is blessing in the new Jams Street. 
Yes; I saw it and loved it. But the impression left upon me 
after a week there this summer was not so much caused by 
the magnificance of the building but by :the spirit of the 
services, the deep earnestness of PUl"Pose on Ithe part of the 
Pastor and people. I was amazed then, in the hot suinmer 
days to see how it was packed to capacity, by those whom 
one felt did not come so much to see a building but to hear 
a message fr~in God's Word which they could trust to ,be 

, sane and true. In view of all that has taken place inter­
nationally since, I cannot be thankful enough for the blessing 
I personally received from the .services I attended. I trust 
that God Who has shown His approbation in that way may 
also supply the material needs and relieve the Pastor of that 
burden. I read avidly every word of the G.W., often reading 
those advertisements several times so as ,to be sure I'm not 
missing anything I 

BLESSING AT KAPU:SKASING 

"On Sunday, ,December 3rd, Deacon Aceti of TImmins su.p­
plied !here while our ,pastor, Rev. Robt •. Brackstone, went to 
Geraldton. Mr. Aceti was requested to teIl the congregation 
the story of his conversion from Romanism to 1lhe Gospel' of 
Grace. Every one made it his duty to pass the word around 
and the result :w.as t~at in the ev~riin.g our. chui'ch building 
was packed to cap&Cl,ty. Mr. Aceti told bnefly of !his COOl­
version, and then from ,that he delivered a very stirring and 
IIIPpealing message. AIrthough' no . one made public confes­
sion of faith,. th~ presence Qf. the Lord was very deepl'Y felt. 

·The followmg ISunday every !heart WIII.S stirred, 8!I'ld every 
one offered! 'a silent prayer of thankfulness as a F'n!nch 
Oanad~an Roman Catholic mother of eight walked to the 
front in a ~onfession of faith. 'I1his was the first time she 
had attended our services, and Blhe ,told us aitel'lW'ards, with 
t~ in her eyes, that' she had never lbefore heard anY'bhing 
so beautif.uIIJ as this ISermon. The sermon 'as uual exalted 
~rist and His precious ·blood. This lady olives. ·abollot four 
lDlles from town, ,but she intends to -walk out for Sunday 
services. ,She tells us bhat she wakens in the middle of the 
night and meditates on the grand! discovery of what ,Christ 
has done for her. The priest has not yet visited this woman 
since Iher conversion, so .please pray that our ·Lord may help 
h:~r as he did me in my time of trial. . ' 

The next Sunday rught we felt. great joy in seeing the 
eight-year-old daughter of Deacon Umphries calmly walk to 
the front in response Ito the invitation. -She !had ibeen saved' 
in 'the privacy of her own home but she wanted to tell the 
whole church, and she did. Then again last 'SJlnday on 

Christmas Eve three more persons confessed Christ puil:ilicly. 
One was 'a French Canadian Roman ,Catholic -gi,Tll frvm Tim­
-mins (on a visit here) who is seeking the light. 'llhe go~l 
was 'a great revelation to her, as it was the first time she 
!had heard .its: -message. This girl will, like myself,' have a 
terrible time ahead of 'her, as she is an active member of 
her church, being affiliated! 'With two or ·three of its societies. 
:We do 1&0 commend her to our mighty God that He will 
also sustain her. The '8eCond person was a young man also 
from Timmins, who accepted Christ. '1'he third was a Bible 
School pupil of fifteen .,ears, Who anso yielded to ,Ghrist the 
Saviour. All these -blessmgs !have ,helped to make our Chri~ 
mas 8i1I. especiaHy joyous one. 

We alISo had a Ohristmas concert OIII Frid-ay, December 
22'nd. Almost every _Sunday School pupil took part, and every 
one did: his share well. Many of the parents came out and 
we had 'a happy evening • .,After all the talent had ibeen dis­
.p'layed every Sunday ISchool child: received a present, the 
older ones a New Testament, and the smaller children other 
,gifts. One ibundredbags of candy were also given··as well 
as parcels of clothes and -groceries for needy persons." 

.MRs, . OSCAR !RICHER. , 
JAIL SERViCES 

For 'some ye8.'l'ls past, Seminary- studeDJts have visited the 
Don J:a.iIl every Wednesdaya.iltemoon frvm three to four 
o'clock to preach the gospel. Services there· this year were 
much appreciated, ·and we often !had a hundred -Een attend­
ing. Of COUl"&e a good many attend just to get out of their 
cells fol' a shOI't time and see .their friends, ,but they gave 
good attention, and not one man made any trouble. Most 
were young men, several were of 'teen age, a few had grey 
hair, ibut few seemed like hard'ened criminals. Two had been 
pi-ofessmg Ohri:stians, apparently' fallen by the way. The 
speakers included Brothers Huebert, !Hewson, Prank Cook, 
Jack SCott, ,StariJ.ey and :F'rank Wellington, and the writer, aU 
of the Seminary, and al1mlll:i, and our Professor W. S. Whit­
combe. Mr. B. Ririe, a retired missionary fl'OlJD. China, spoke 
once, and Rev. Frank RoWn and Rev. D. Hacltett adso spoke. 
Mr. A~beit HewaolJl was on hand to play the organ. 

Two men-professed Christ. One man we aost track of, the 
other was known to us .before going to jail. He !had been 
invited to church and to Young People's meetings, but had 
come in a desultory manner. Trying a new thrill led him 
to jail'" 'lbat brought him to time, and he lSeeIJ'DS to ihave 
accepted: Christ in aU sOibemess and truth. May he be kept 
true to Ohrist where he is and ·be used to lead obhers to 
iHim. At the lut service four men professed to accept Jesus 
Ohrist as .Saviour, and ·time wi11 prvve the depth of their 
sincerity. SAM JEFFERY. 

BOOKS AND SERMONS BY DR. t. T. SHIELDS 
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