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“IN CANAANS FAIR AND HAPPY LAND"

PROFESSOR W. H. WRIGHTON

Our special speaker was Professor W. H. Wrighton,
head of the Department of Philosophy of the University
of Georgia.

It seems to us it would have been impossible for any
man to have entered more sypathetically into the. spirit
and aims of the Convention than did Dr. Wrightonh. Dr.
Wrighton knew something of Jarvis Street Church, hav-
ing been several years in its membership while attending
MecMaster University. Dr. Wrighton is an Englishman
by birth, and spent the years of his youth and' early
manhood in that favoured land.

Many Conventions suffer from two impositions: the

" first, too much discussion about methods and means of

doing its business; and, the second, too much emphasis
on so-called “inspirational” addresses. The so-called in-
spirational addresses are sometimes too much of the
“yo-heave”, barn-raising variety. The fact is, that just
as Conventions must be adjourned from time to time to
give the delegates an opportunity to get their meals and
to relax a little, so the spirits of the delegates need feed-
ing with the Word of Life.

It is sometimes said that a wise woman will choose the
time when her husband has been made comfortable by
a good dinner, to discuss with him any household prob-
lem. Be that as it may, we are certain there is nothing
that fits people for the consideration and discussion of
ways and means of getting the .Lord’s work done like a

. good meal in the King’'s banqueting-house. This principle

Dr. Wrighton evidently understood, for.he began Tues-
day afternoon with an address on the superlative and sym-
metrical loveliness of the Lord Jesus Christ, which, deliv-
ered in the power of the Spirit of God, set the soul of
everyone aglow with spiritual delight.

To attempt a review, or any kind of summary of Dr.
Wrighton’s addresses, would be so futile as to constitute
. a misrepresentation. We prefer rather to attempt a
general description of the man and his message. and to
describe something of the results.

To begin, Dr. Wrighton is endowed.with a. gracious
personality. There are men of fine qualities who, on such
occasions, remind one of a tiny electric heater-set in the
midst of a large hall on a cold day. It may be a very
ornamental piece of furniture; the heat-producing ele-

ment is red and emits a little heat; and if one can get "

"ease.

close enough to it and turn himself about before it like
an old-fashioned roasting jack, he may find a little
warmth ; but the rest of the hall is not appreciably heated
by the glowing little element in its midst. So there are
men who are good as far as they go—but they do not
go very far; and are influential as far as they can
reach—but their reach is confined to a very limited
radius. There are other men who are more like what
they call in England, a “central heating” apparatus: they
warm the whole room with their personal influence. Even
those who sit in the back seats feel the glow of thelr
personality.

Such a man is Dr. Wrighton. Hls personality would
touch the uttermost limits of an auditorium of any size,
and make the largest congregation feel they had been
hospitably welcomed by the speaker.

Dr. Wrighton is evidently of a most kindly dlsposxt:on :

He radiates kindness. He can say hard and cutting things
kindly. There are physicians—not many of them, we
believe, but occasionally we meet them—who do not know
how to make little children.comfortable, and even the
most stoical patient is half afraid of them. We have

-~known another type of physician who enters the home

as a friend. His very presence is a comfort to the patient,

and before he has done anything in the direction of . -

ascertaining the patient’s ailment, much less prescribe
a remedy, the patient feels reassured and strengthened
by the mere fact that the doctor is there.

Something like that takes possession of a congregation
when Dr. Wrightor rises to speak. He puts everyone at
He does not need to bid people listen: they are
all attention. Dr. Wrighton exemplifies to an unusual
extent David’s saying, “Thou hast also given me the
shield of- thy salvation: and thy gentleness hath made
me great.”

Dr. Wrighton’s expositions of Scripture are profoundly
simple, but simply profound. He always lays a solid
philosophical foundation as the major premise from
which his argument proceeds. Hence his figures of
speech have more than the superficial accuracy of a
photograph: they have the perspective and atmosphere
of a work of art. His addresses are a fine example of
an intellectualized splrltuallty and a spiritualized in-
tellectuality. As he gives the cup of cold waterdin the
name of a disciple, a child may take it and find refresh-

-~
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ment; but the most meticulous dietetic expert will recog-
nize that it is drawn from the deep and eternal spring.

Dr. Wrighton’s addresses contain all the spiritual vita-
mins essentjal to soul-nourishment, in combination with
gualities which minister satisfaction to the hunger of
the mind. His style does not discourage a dull appetite
by presenting solid food in ‘an unpalatable form. The
hors-d’oeuvre, the variety of condiments, and the attrac-
tively served desserts—to say nothing of the damask and
the bits of old silver—whip up the appetite even of those
who know little of the meamng of spiritual hunger In
short, Dr. Wrighton’s sermonic’ table provxdes always a
véritable banquet.

And who of us does not know that “a merry heart
doeth good like a medicine”? Who does not know that

food is more palatable and nourishing when eaten to the

accompaniment of wholesome mirth? Dr. Wrighton does
not think it is 'a sin to laugh. Were we to compare
his sermons to a lovely landscape, we should have to say
that it is all the lovelier. because of the rippling laughter
of the stream of humour that flows through it.

-But the distinguishing mark of Dr. Wrighton’s
preaching’is his exaltation of Christ. To him, Christ is
the Centre and Sum of everything. He might have con-
cluded his final address with the context of his.first one
by saying, “This is my beloved, and this is'my friend, O
daughters of Jerusalem.” .

- The congregations which greeted Dr. Wrighton from
day to day completely fell in love with him because he led
us all to fall still more deeply in love with Christ. His
whole ministry was an exemplification of the title of one
of his books, “A Philosopher’s Love for Christ”. Dr.
Wrighton cannot come to Toronto too often, nor stay
too long.

MRS. OSCAR RICHER, OF KAPUSKASING, ONTARIO

Another special feature of the Convention was the
testimony of Mrs. Oscar Richer of Kapuskasing which
we published last week, and reprint in this issue because
the-supply of last week’s issue is completely exhausted.

A few weeks ago it was the Editor’s privilege to give
several addresses at the Annual Conference of the North-
ern Regular Baptist Association meeting with the church

at Timmins. On that occasion Rev. Robert Brackstone

called Mrs. Richer to the platform to give her testimony.
She told her story in a very simple and logical way, and
it was accompanied with such a flood of spiritual power
that it completely overwhelmed the Convention; and we
felt that in Mrs. Richer, God had raised up an effective
witness to the power of the gospel. After the service
we strongly urged that arrangements should be made for
Mrs. Richer to attend the Convention in Jarvis Street,
which she did. _ .

On Wednesday morning she told her story again with
precisely the same electrifying effect. It was a word
spoken in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. We
requested that the story should be told again at the even-
ing service, to which ‘Mrs. Richer consented. In the
evening there was a large congregation, and once more
Mrs. Richer told how she had been led from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Again the
great congregation was .conscious of the presence and
power of the Holy Ghost

Following the service, as in Antioch in Pisidia, after
Paul arld Barnabas had preached, there were many who
“besought that these words might be preached to them

-~

the next sabbath”. We therefore prevailed upon Mrs.
Richer to remain over Sunday, and Sunday morning we
heard her testimony for .the fourth time, given to a
crowded congregation. But with every repetition the
address increased in interest and power. Hundreds of
people-swarmed around her after the address, to express
their appreciation of the blessing received.

Among those who responded to the invitation were
two Roman Catholics. Since then many echoes of the
blessing experienced by everybody have reached us, and
enquiring Romanists, like Oliver Twist, “want more.”
The reference to Mrs. Richer in the letter which we pub-

-lish elsewhere in this issue ‘is, typical of the response

made to this marvellous testimony. The story, full of
interest when written as stenographically reported, is
published exactly as_transcribed. Not a correction was
necessary in the transcription. But the story told was
accompanied by such spiritual power as defies descrip-
tion. As our correspondent says, it was a mighty testi-
mony to the value of our Home Mission ‘work,

Mrs. Richer was made to feel, both at the Convention,
and in Jarvis Street services on Sunday, that though she
had lost many Romanist friends, she had made a multi-
tude of new ones. ‘

CONVENTION SPEAKERS IN GENERAL

"We have attended many Conventions, but we have
never attended one where the speaking ability, judged
by any standard, and from any point of view, showed a
higher average. In the discussions on French-Canadian
Evangehsm in the North, followed by the discussion on
how to raise money for missions, every speaker seemed
to be on fire with the Holy Ghost. As President of To-
ronto Baptist Seminary, we confess we were proud of our
academic sons: Revs. Robt. Brackstone, John Armstrong,
H. C. Slade, W. Wellington, John Boyd—seemed everyone
of them to be inspired. We would match these men for
spiritual and intellectual power with any group of men
to be found anywhere. Rev. Robert Guthrie of London,
is one of our Jarvis Street men: his great address was
positively a gem. We only wish we could have had the
record—with that of every other speaker-—to have shared
with our readers the whole Convention.

Pastor Frey, student-professor of French in the Sem-
inary, from Switzerland, spoke in English with such
liberty and accuracy of expression and pronunciation as
made it almost impossible to believe that he had acquired
such mastery of the English tongue in a year and a half.
Rev. A. C. Whitcombe has elsewhere written of the Sem-
inary afternoon, when Revs. John Cunningham, John
Knight, and E. C. Wood spoke. These too, aside from,

or rather over and above, the spiritual value of their’

messages, exhibited great ability which promises well for
the future of the Union.

Mr. Knight speaks very quletly, but his fine analysm
of what the Seminary has meant to him showed that at
least to a very considerable extent we have been permit-
ted to. achieve, in these men, the obJect for whlch the
Semmary was founded.

Another speaker who set the assembly on ﬁre w1th a
wholly impromptu address was Deacon G. Aceti, of Tim-
mins. Mr. Aceti is one of the pillars of the Timmins
Church, and was converted from Roman Catholicism
through the personal ministry of Rev. Morley Hall, when
‘Pastor in Timmins. Brother Aceti is an Italian by blrth

( Continued on page ?)
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- THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND THE WAR
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields ’ .
R 'Preached in Jarvxs Street Baptist Church Toronto, Sunday Evening, October 29th 1939
Se - : (Stenographically Reported) .

-  “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
ﬁgures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:
t  “Nor yet that he should otfer hlmself often, as the high priest entereth into the

) holy place every year with blood of others;
B :  *‘ror then must he orten have sumered since the foundation of the world: but
now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice

of - himself.

:And as it is-appointed unto men once to die, but after tlus the Jud ent;
“So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look

. fer him shall -he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”

"All hiiman h1story is related to the two advents of our
Lord Jesus Christ. All that occurred before His first
advent, is said- to belong to the period “before Christ”;
all ‘that occurs followmg that, we write as “in the year
of our Lord”. When He shall’ come a second time, time
shall be no more. I want you to look very simply
this evening at the two advents in relation to each other,
and at the hlstory which lies between.

L

--In this text THE PURPOSE OF THE FIRST ADVENT IS
VERY CLEARLY DEFINED. It was literally an appearance
of God’ among men: *Once in the end of the age hath he
appéared.” The Invisible became visible. /The Un-
known ‘made it possible for men to know Him. He was
seen of the wise men, He was seen of the shepherds, He
was seen by ‘multitudes thereafter. He was seen on the
cross, and- after His resurrection “he shewed himself
alive affer his passion by many infallible proofs.” The
Apostle Paul rings the changes on that phrase, “He was
seer”; “He was seen.” He was not an invisible Saviour
in the days of His incarnation. ‘He was “God manifest
in the flesh”.

‘Let us keep that clearly in mind, that this world has

been vmted by its Creator; that He has walked among
men. His first advent was an appearance among men,
an appearance as God; for we do not know Christ unless
and until we receive Him as God.
~'I remember some years ago reading in an English
- periodical, an article by an English professor in one of
the American universities, in which he spoke of the in-
tellectual difficulties which students found in an attempt
to construe Jesus as God. There may be intellectual
difficulties. . Professor Wrighton last week at our Con-
vention quoted Dr. Howard Taylor. When speaking to
him ‘about certain miracles, he said to Dr. Taylor, “How
do you explain it? Is it not difficult?”’ Dr. Taylor an-
swered, “Is it not difficult always to explain a miracle?”
The fact that it is a miracle makes it difficult. The fact
that Jesus Christ was, and, of course, still is God makes
it impossible for us, intellectually, to confine Him within
any verbal definition. We cannot measure the Immeas-
urdble; nor verbally, or mathematically define the In-
finite. - “The Word wds made flesh, and dwelt among- us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only be-
gotten of the Father,).full of grace and truth.”

* He appeared at the énd of the age after long prepar-
ation~—"Once in the end of the ages.” There never was

e

—Hebrews 9:24-28.

such preparatlon made for the coming of anyone as had
been made for the coming of Jesus Christ. Of Him all
the prophets spake. The Old Testament was full of pre-
dictions of the coming of Christ. He did not appear
unheralded. He did not come to a world unprepared tor
His advent. And it should serve to confirm our faith
that in His coming He fulfilled the Scriptures, and
proved them to be what they claimed to be, the word of
God. He appeared after much preparation, “in the end
of the age.”

And, contrary to the teacl'ung of the Modermst He

did not come to be a reformer. He did not come primar-
ily to be a teacher. He did not come to establish a new
economic order. He did not come in the dispensation
which He inaugurated by His birth, to equalize all the
social injustices of earth. That is for tha future. He
came for one specific purpose: from heaven to earth He
came to “put away sin”’.  He came to deal with sin.

Is there such a thing as s8in? Is there such a thing
as sin, I ask you? Do you hear much about it from the
modern’ pulpit? Is it not almost a forgoiten note in
modern preaching? Nothing about the sins we have
committed against God; nothing about His justice, His
righteousness; very little if any do.we hear of the need
for repentance. We miss the sighificance of the whole
gospel if we do not recognize that Hé came for one par-
ticular purpose—and that was to put away sin. That
was the primary object, and in that He was supremely
concerned. ‘““This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” ‘“Thou shall call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sins.”

Are there any here who do not like that doctrine? Are -

there ahy here who say, “I do not want to go to church to
be reminded of my shortcomings. I know enough about
my own defects without being reminded of them in
church.” I cannot concei¥e of any other aim that a
minister of the gospel should have but to emulate his
Master, and deal with that which is fundamental to all
the world’s woes, the great problem of the universal
plague of sin.

If you do not believe there is such a thing ordinarily,
surely you must believe that something is wrong in the
world as you look abroad upon it to-day. What is it?
“From whence come wars and fightings among you? come
they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your
members.” War springs out of a sinful human heart,

-7
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that gathers to itself other human hearts, and turns a
flood of death upon the world.

Do you not see that when Jesus‘Christ came, He came
to apply the most radical treatment? He went to the
very root of all human trouble. He came from heaven

to earth, not to build great cathedrals, not to establish_

universities, not to effect social reforms primarily—they
were but by-products and the inevitable fruit and conse-
quence of, His primary purpose which was to take ac-
count of sin, and to put it away. That is why Jesus
Christ came in the beginning, to “put away sin”, as
when, in a divorce one who has proved unfaithful is put
away and the binding link is severed. He comes to put
away sin; He comes to destroy it, absolutely to remove
it. He comes literally to blot it out, so that it shall
never be seen again. He came into the world as no
one else ever came, for a purpose which never actuated
another: He came to “put away sin”,

How did He put sin away? “By the sacrifice of Him~

self.”” You do not like the'doctrine of the blood perhaps?
You do not hear much about it. Before our church was
opened, we talked of getting a new hymn-book. I sent
to England and got the latest hymnbook of every denom-
ination in England, and of every denomination in- Can-
ada. I turned them over, and-found that while some of
the great hymns of the church were included, some of
them were so emasculated as to be of little value. There

was very little about the blood left in them, little about-

sin and repentance. I wish we had money enough to
publish a hymn book of our own. You say, “That is
that peculiar man of Jarvis Street again.” Yes: we
are so peculiar that we still believe the Bible to be the
Word of God. I tell you, He came to put away sin “by
the sacrifice of himself”, the God-man.

I name it in passing because it is & subject upon which
we could -discourse every Sunday for years together,
“The sacrifice of himself.” The Infinite wrapped Him-
self with the swaddling ‘bands of infancy. The One
from Whom no one can éscape condescended to the di-
mensions of the manger. The high and lofty One Who
inhabiteth eternity stooped to the lowest depths of the
horrible pit, that He might take upon Himself our sin,
suffer in our room and stead; and be made sin for us,
putting away sin “by the sacrifice of himself”.

This He did once. Oh the little words of Scripture!
I wish I had a bell, and could ring it in such a way that
you would never, never forget it. I wish I could make
it say this one word: “Once! once! once! once! once in
the end of the age He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself.” God does not need to do a thing
twice. Once is enough.
~ Oh my Romanist frxends, you go to Mass every Sun-
day morning, and your priest tells you that Jesus Christ
must be offered again and again and again. No!
“Once”! Only “once”! “Once in the end of the age hath
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”
Is not that wonderful? Is it not simple? If only we
see that Jesus, Christ.is God, if only we see that His -in-
finite soul—how shall I put it?—had such capacity that
into it the sorrows of a world might be poured, if once
we see that the perfect rlghteousness—the absolute
righteousness—of God Himself was in Hlm, we may
understand that once He came to put.away sin “by .the
sacrifice of himself”.

If your sin is not.put away by the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ,- if you had the wealth of 4 million worlds, you
could not have it put away. There is nothing compar-

able to that infinite Sacrifice. “Once in the end of the
age hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of

_himself.”

It is in contrdst with that which says, “Nor yet that
he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth
into the holy place every year with blood of others; for
then must he often have suffered since the.foundation
of the world.” Why? There is only one way by which

‘anyone was ever saved in the Old Testament or the New.
God deals with all men, in all ages and all dispensations,.

on exactly the same terms. Why must he have been of-
fered many times before the foundation of the world?
Because 8in was here from the beginning. And Hedied
“for the redemption of the transgressions that were un-
der the first testament”. The arms of His cross span all
human history, one arm reaches back to the sin-in the
garden, and the other reaches forward to the judgment
seat; and beneath its shadow all sinful men, of all gen-
erations, of all ages and dlspensations, may find sal-
vation. .

All this He did “once”. It was never repeated, for
there was never any necessity. We speak of His “fin-
ished work”. And it was gloriously ﬁmshed and He
has entered into heaven itself for us.

IL. . ) -

He is coming again, and WHAT ABOUT HIs SECOND
ADVENT? In some respects it will be like the first. It is

said that His.once offering of Himself is analogous to our :

once dying: “It is appointed unto men once to die”,
Christ was once offered.” He died in the room and stead
of every one of us who must die, taking the sting from
Death, and victory from the Grave.

But His second coming will be even more manifest
than the first. 1 know there are some who speak about a
secret coming of Christ, as though it were to be a secret.
I have read a little tract entitled, “Missing”. In the same
vein I received a paper from the United States, a year
or so ago, an imaginative sheet, supposed to be printed
the day after Christ had come for His saints. They were
all gone—gone from the office, from the home, from the

- ships on the sea, from the railroads; from all walks of
-life" the saints had secretly been caught away, and the'

world was going on just the same. There is not one line
of Scripture anywhere that supports that idea.

Jesus Christ will come for His bride, but He will not
come secretly. I do not like elopements. I am suspicious
of the man who does not want to stand up beside his
wife. I do not.like young people to come to me and say,
“We do not want you to say anything about our mar-
riage; we are not telling anyone.”” I never do tell any-
one—but I am sorry when any young man is not eager
to say to the world, “This is my wife”, or the wife of
her husband. And do you suppose the divine Bridegroom
will come secretly to take His bride away? Do you? 1
do not. His appearance will be manifest. We read of
“that blessed. hope, and the glorious appearing of the.
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”.

I was in Brussels after the Armistice, and saw King
Albert come in. He did not enter by a back street! He
had been away for four years, fighting outside in com-
mand of his armies. That day in Brussels, it seemed
to me there were millions of people. I could not see
millions of course, I know; but the streets and squares
were packed. They had all the noise-making implements
that could be devised; all the lodges were there wearing

Lol
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their badges, all sorts of bands ready to acclaim the king
as he came home.
I managed to get a place of vantage in an office build-

: ing, on a little balcony overlooking the corner of the.

street around which the king was to come. -Presently
units of the Allied Armies were heard—the rolling of
the wagons of the artillery, and all the rest of it. Then
the heroic. King Albert came into view, riding a white
horse, his queen, similarly .mounted, at his side, his chil-
dren riding behind him; then units of all the Allied
Armies, followed by thousands of the Belgium army.
When the king came into view, over that vast multi-
tude—every. one of whom had expected to shout—there
fell a silence like the silence of death. I saw tears
streaming down their faces. A woman standing beside
me on a chair which someone had given her that she

might see the king, whispered in French under her

breath, “Magnificent! Magnificent!” Though not a Bel-
gian, moved with emotion I said to myself, Now I know
what. the Scripture means when it speaks of rejoicing
with “a joy unspeakable, and full of glory”.

It would not have been kind of King Albert to come
in at night, to come in any other way than he did: he
came when all his loyal subjects could see him and wel-
come him. And some day the Lord Jesus will come after
that fashion. There will be no gecret rapture.

I was interested in meetmg Mrs. Richer who spoke to
us last week, and again this morning. I met her in
Timmins a few weeks ago, and she told me when speak-
ing about her conflict of spirit before leaving the Roman
Catholic Church, that she wrote down a list of questions
to submit to the priest when he came to remonstrate
with her. She quoted the scripture, “Behold, I have told
you before, wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold,
he is in the desert; go-not forth: behold, he is in the
secret chambers; believe it not”; and she enquired “Why
do you lock your ‘God up in the sanctuary? You put the
wafer in there and lock the door. My God cannot be shut
up like that.” That was a new application of Seripture.
My dear friends, when Jesus Christ shall come a second

time, my text says that He will appear, He will be man- )

ifest, He will not come secretly.

And He will come “apart from sin”, or as our- Version
has it, “without sin.” He came first to be a sin-
offering, to put away sin; but when He comes the second
time, all that will have been written in the past tense,
and He will come “apart from sin”. You tell me that
Jesus Christ is coming a second time to inaugurate a
new era of grace, and-that after His coming the greatest
revival the world has ever known will take place" -So

far as I have been able to discover that teaching is con--

trary to Scripture at every point. The period of grace
will end with the coming of Jesus Christ so far as the
world is concerned. He will not come to preach the
gospel, but “he shall appear the second time apart from
sin”. He will come to “judge the secrets of men by Jesus
Christ according to my gospel”.

There is nothing in the New Testament to justify such’

fond, if wild imaginings, as are being "entertained by
hundreds of supposed evangelicals to-day. Some indeed
seem to be setting their minds on the future, and feel

little responsibility for the present; and they talk about

the great revival that is to take place after the Holy
Spirit has been withdrawn, and after the church has

been caught away, when they allege the Jews are_to be

the evangelists of the nations. I am certain no such
doctrine is taught in the Scripture. , It is a ﬁgment of

) days

-the issue.

the imaginatibn. Christ” will "appe.ar the second time

‘but apart from sin”.

“Unto salvation.” That is to say, His coming is nec-
essary to the completion of the salvation of the believer.
Our salvation is for the whole man. For the soul? Yes;
and for the spirit and the body.  When He comes, our
bodies will be changed, and will be fashioned like iinto
the- body of His glory. The condummation of the age
will be the consummation of His divine purpose in ‘the"
life of the believer, 'and the work of grace will be com-

“ pleted—and we shall be “without fault” “before the throne

of God”.. That is to say, salvation will be the portion
of those who areTlooking for Him, who have seen Him
on the cross,-and who live in relation to. His first and
second comings—glorying in ‘the one, anticipating the
other, walking humbly before God untxl His hour shall
strike. -

Are you among those who “love his appearmg”" Mr
Spurgeon once heard that one of his members, a young
woman, had formed the habit of attendinig certain public
dances which he considered was unworthy of a.Christian.
One day he went to one of the places to see wha* he
could see. The door was at one end of the dance hall,
and the orchestra sat on an.elevated- platform at the
other end, glvmg them a full view .of the door. The
music was in full swing, and the dancers were on the
floor. Mr. Spurgeon was well known, and when' he step-
ped inside the door, the orchestra saw-him. Every man
at once stopped playing. The dancers necessarily ceased
their dancing. - They looked about—and espied the great
preacher standing in the door. . He said in a kindly voice,
“My dear friends, if my sudden advent to this hall so,
fills you with concern, what would you do if the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself should come?” - They were not
looking for the Lord's “appearing”; they did not even
welcome the appearing of one of His saints. .

In these dark days, you who know the Lord Jesus and
love Him, as read your newspapers, is there not a secret
peace in your heart in the knowledge that you are able
to say, “I do not know how long it will last, but I know
what the end will be, whether it be soon or centuries
hence, I know that Jesus Christ will come one of these

I am looking for His appearmg, waiting for His
coming.” . .

I

What about THE INTERMEDIATE HISTORY? “It is ap-
pointed unto men once to -die, but after this the judg-
ment.” That is the common lot of men.. “The living
know that they shall die.” It makes little difference how
we die, whether on the .sea from a torpedo, by a bomb-
from the skies, in a hospital bed from some long illness,
or suddenly on a street corner from a motor accident—-
it makes little difference how we die.. “It is appointed
unto men once to die.” “Whether by war, or pestilence,
or famme. makes little difference; that does not affect
‘Sooner or later, if the Lord should delay His
coming, that will be our portion. Christ died, it is sald
once; so men die once, and after that the appraisal of
the value of the life, “after this the Judgment” for every
one of us.

"You cannot judge me, I cannot judge you; but the
Lord can judge the secrets of men “by Jesus Christ ac-
cording to my gospel”. He will judge. us, not for what
we appear to be, ‘but for what we really are, . when He
shall ‘come again.

'Our first concern must be to appropriate. the beneﬂts.

-
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of His first advent. There is probably only one doctrine
that needs more frequent emphasis than that of the
second coming of Christ, and that is His first coming.
If only you and I have our sins put away by that offer-
ing once for all, we need have no apprehension as to
our readiness to meet the Lord when He shall come again.
The only preparatlon we need make for the second com-
ing of the Lord, is to take the fullest advantage of all
that is provided for us by His first coming. :

- IV .

WHAT RELATION HAVE THESE THINGS TO PRESENT-DAY
EVENTS? People carelessly echo things they hear until
by and by thousands of people accept as scriptural, teach-
ings which have no biblical foundation at all. When they
hear of wars like the present, they 'say, “It is a sign of
the end.” I remember that during the Great War twenty
years ago certain preachers were positive that the Lord
was coming immediately. I have read many books on
this subject. I have gone back some hundreds of years,
and I find that preachers in those days said of some
events that they were a sign of the end. One expositor,
sane and conservative in the main, suggested the Franco-
Prussian War might be Armageddon. Some suggested
Napoleon the Third might be the Antichrist—that little
bit of a man, bossed by his wife! It was only a back-
yard skirmish compared with what we have since' seen.
Then the World War must surely be it. At all events
the next war would be Armageddon. I am not sure:
so far we are doing very well, thank you. I read last
night the report of the-first private British soldier killed
in France! That is sad enough, but how many thousands
had ‘we lost by this time in the last war? It may be
worse farther on, but I point out to you that the Scrip-
ture says that wars and rumours of wars are not a sign
of the coming of Christ. It says, “Ye shall hear of wars
and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for.
all these things must come to pass, but the end is not
¥y et.”

That does not mean that Christ is necessarily coming
at once, nor yet that His coming will be yet long post-
poned. It is idle to speculate in advance. I am afraid
of these speculations because I am jealous for the author- -
ity of God’s Word. I have a friend whom I have not
seen for some years, an able and prominent man. I have
heard him speak on several occasions on, “The Scientific
Accuracy of the Sacred Scriptures.” I said to him one
day, “Did it ever occur to you that you are proving
too much?” “No. What do you mean?” *“If the Scrip-
tures are perfectly in accord with what you call the
latest conclusions of Science, it argues one of two things:
cither the finality of Science, .or the fallibility of the’
Bible. If you argie the agreement of Science and the-
Bible today, what-can you say-if to-morrow Science
changes her position? If Science should change its posi-
tion to-morrow, what becomes of your parallel?” -

The Bible does not need the support of Science: the
Bible is-the word of God, and needs no support. If
Science disagrees so much'the worse for Science. Revela-
tion must always be far in advance of discoverable human
knowledge. And in consonance with that principle I say
to brethren who are so fond of looking for something in
current history of which they can say, “This the ful-
filment of Revelation, or Daniel, or the twenty-fourth
chapter of Matthew,” what will you say when by the
mere lapse of time your interpretations are shown'to be:
wrong? The unbeliever will -say, “I thought the Bible

’,

was true,” and will fail to distinguish between the truth
of the Bible and your fanciful interpretation. We must
be careful lest ‘by fanciful interpretations we 1mpugn
and even discredit the authority of Holy Scripture.

We were never instructed so to do. I ‘do not know.
whether we are ‘approaching .the last great conflict or
not, but we read to-night that there will be a day when
someone—do not ask me whether he is Hitler, because
I do not know.  I'am inclined to'think he or it will be
found in Rome rather than in Berlin—but there will -bé

" a day when someone will gather up in-himself, or an

institution under some strong .head,. will fulfiil, this
word, “That man of sin (shall) be revealed, the son of
perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that
he 'is. God.” And when that lawless one-has been re-
vealed—in all probability he is the beast of Revelation—
when he is thus established in his' reign over man, then:
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, like a flash of
lightning from the skies, “behold, he cometh with clouds;
and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced
him”; and He will consume that Antichrist with the
spirit of His mouth, and destroy Him with the brightness

- of His coming. And Jesus Christ will not personally'

return until then.

You say, “That puts the coming of the ‘Lord.in the
distance.” No, it may bring it nearer. . But whether or
not, has He not come to us in a real sense" Is he not
with us now? Can you not be just as faithful when- you.
know that His eye is upon you, though His presence-is
not visible, as though He were actually liere? I do not
need- the dread of the coming of Christ to keep me
straight, do you? Indeed I do not fear His coming. If
I know my own heart, I love His appearing. I long for
Him to come. And above all things I desire to be found
faithful when He comes. I have not time to speculate.
I have not time for these arithmetical calculations that
have always proved false. Why Will men do the é.me
thing over again? .

I knew' dear old Brother Blackstone, ‘the ‘author of
“Jesus is Coming”. When I knew him he was eighty-five
or eighty-six years of age. He had already set the date
of the Lord’s coming several times, and at last he pushed
it on to nineteen hundred and thirty-four, saying if He
did not come then, he did not know what would become
of his Bible. Ah, that is the danger. ‘The Bible warns
us against treating the Word of God in that way. The
Scripture I read this evening bids us, “Be not soon
shaken in mind, or bé troubled, neither by spirit, nor by
word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ’
is at hand. Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
ﬁrst, and that man-of sin be revealed, the son of. perdi-
tion.” If that is accepted it will forever put an end to
these speculations’' which have so discounted and dis~
credited the doctrine of Christ's second advent m the‘
minds of thoughtful people. : :

I again tell-you of Spurgeon. As a young preacher he-
was walking along the street, and canie to the home of
one of his members. She was out rubbing the step with"

.freestone—you Old Country people Temember it ?—pol-

1shmg the brass on the door, and making the step white
with scouring. Spurgeon came along quietly and saw
her..: He said, “Good morning, Mrs.. So-and-S¢.” -“0O.
Pastor! " If'I had only .known you were coming!” - “What:
would .you have done?”  .“I would hive prepatréd to re-
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ceive you. Excuse me for appearing in my morning
dress.”
to be doing, and a man to; always about their duty. See
that when the Lord comes, He finds you doing your-duty,
whatever it is.” And if perchance all the programme of
the future is not clear to you, God will forgive you for
not understanding all the details, and there will be plenty
of time to learn it later, if only our hearts are nght with
God; and we are ‘living between these two great poles,
His ﬁrst and second advents, making the best of the first
in our own lives and the lives of those about us, and
lookmg ‘forward with all our hearts to Hjs second appear-
ing.. If thus we live, we shall have lived to some purpose,
and be ready to meet Him with joy and not with grief.

Are there any here who have not believed on the. Lord
Jesus Christ? I beg of you to trust Him; cease.from
your: own works, and accept His; cease from your own
righteousness, and depend upon Hxs Let His biood, the
wealth of the whole universe in solution, applied to heart
and conscience, for ever put away your sins. And then
we can look into His face and say,

“] am my Belovéd’s"
And my Beloved is mine! N
He brings a poor vile smner ) .
Into His ‘house of wine’.
I stand upon His merit,
I know no other stand
Not e’en where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel’s land.

“I shall sleep sound in Jesus,
Filled with His likeness rise,
To love and to adore Him,
To see Him with these eyes.
*Tween me and resurrection -
* But Paradise doth stand,
Then—then for glory dwellmg
In Immanuel’s land.”

' ‘f'IN"',CANAAN’S FAIR AND HAPPY LAND”
(Continued from page 2)
now a Canadlan cltlzen. and -one who is on fire for God

If such addresses on giving as that delivered by Mr. *

_ Aceti—who so splendidly practises what he preaches—
-could be delivered throughout all our churches, our mls-
sionary. treasury would overflow.

, The French Bible Mission
It seems ev1dent to us that-the ‘churches are’ more and

-more taking the work of the Association of French- -

‘speaking Baptist Churches, to heart. A recognition. of
the eﬂicxency of its- admlmstratlon, of its oneness with -
the churches of the Union in doctrinal position, and its
strategic position in France in this time of war, to-
gether, make us feel that we could be engaged in no’
worthier foreign mission work. - It has also been spec--
ially commerided to the conﬁdence of ‘our people by the
quallty of 'its_products which wé have had opportunity
of seeing: Mr. F. .Bauman, Déacon and Treasurer of the
.church at Timmins;. his’ brother, Mr. Paul Bauman, a
member, of Jarvis Street:and a. mémber of the Executive
‘Board of the Union; Mr. F. Buh]er, greatly beloved, now
in. the: French Army, and. Mr.. W. H. Frey, equally be-

" loved, and happily,- still with us, are-all trophies of grace

exh:bxtmg the virtues of solidly-based and symmetri-
cally-developed Chnstlan character

“Mrs. So-and-So, that is what a- woman ought -

The Convention as a Whole

. Comparisons are proverbially said to be “odious”. We
have had many great Conventions, many seasons of re-
freshing from the presence of the Lord. This Conven-
tion was, however, in many respects, quite different from
others; and in spiritual power and blessing has certainly
never been surpassed. We are not much given to emo-
tional displays, but we confess ‘to having experienced
such exhilaration of spirit, and to have been so bounti-
fully fed in the King’s banqueting house, and so constant-_
ly replenished by unreserved and untrammelled fellowship
with kindred spirits, that often we were reminded of
Paul’s saying: “I knew a man in Christ, (whether in the
body, I cannot tell; or whether out. of the body, 1 can--
not tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught. up to the
third heaven.” For all these mercies, which for three
days we experienced in heavenly places in' Christ Jesus,

.we shall be forever gratefu]; and the fragrance of the

Convention of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of
Ontario and Quebec of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine
will remain with us while life shall last.

SEMINARY ALUMNI : = .
"By Rev. W. G. Brown, M:AA. =

The Alumm of Toronto Baptist Semmary had a g'reat home-
coming time on the Monday evening preceding’ the Conven-
tion. A fine representation of our men and women graduates
and former students, together with the Faculty and Trus-
tees of the Seminary, its present student body and the- mem-
bers of the Board of our Union, sat down to a delicious supper
gserved in the enlarged Banquet Hall, the first banquet’ to
be there served. After ha J;py fellowshlp round the tables the -
1ssarty, many of whom liad not. seen through the New Jarvis

treet, was conducted. by Dr. Shields about our fine “plant”,
while he ex lained the most interesting features-of this
modern building. Then in Greenway .Hall, with "'Alumni
President the Rev. Gordon W. Searle pres.ldmg, a programme
of sacred music and conference on our.work took place. -The
conference Dr. Shields led. Reviewing ‘the ‘movements in the
Convention which led to the founding of the Seminary and
the formation of our Union, and touching upon the history of

-the Union itself, our President bared his soul as he could

do only in such an intimate gathering as this. It was a holy
time. A profitable discussion followed; and when we left, we
felt that it had mdeed been good for us to be there. .

AS USUAL—WE AGREE WITH MR PUNCH
“NO QUARREL”

“We have no quarrel with the German nation”—
One would not quarrel with the trustful sheep; -
But generation after generation
They cough up rulers who disturb our sleep. .
" “We have no quarrel with the- German nation,” .
They’re: fond of music, poetry and beer,
But all the same with. tiresome iteration S
" They choose a fool to govern them—and cheer. .
“We have no quarrel with the German' nation,” -
But no one else upsets the common pot.
They are the cause of every conﬂagration—'
Is it a mere coincidence, or what?

We had no quarrel with the German nation
When Wilhelm was the madman off the chain
We helped aloni:helr rehabilitation— .
- But now, my hat, they do it all again,
. “We have no auarrel with the German nation;” .
- And Wagner’s .works are-very good" !ndeed' :
But if they must repeat this-aberration .~- .~ .
It might be better if they did not breed. .
“We have no quarrel with the German natlon"' ;
In their affairs, of course, we.have no say;
But it would seem some major operation |, : .
(On head and heart) may. be the only way, -
.o A, PCH. (In Punch)
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GRACE ABOUNDING

An Account of the Twelfth Annual Convention of the Union of Regular
Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec

Reported by the Secretary, Rev. W. S. Whitcombe, M.A.

Grace Abounding was the theme of the Twelfth Annual
Convention of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of
Ontario and Quebec. We do not mean that it was so an-
nounced in the programme or planned by the Board, but
that it was the constant thought of all the speakers and of
all the listeners, without any set plan save the leading of the
Spu_'xt. Our Twelfth Annual Convention was a symphony of
praise uniting many different voices and experiences into
one great harmony that lasted for the three davs while we
feasted together in the heavenly places, and will not cease
re-echoing in the hearts and lives of our delegates and
friends as they return to their home churches. There was
mfel_:dy in our hearts unto the Lord, and the constant theme
of it was:

“Grace! 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.”

Our special speaker, Professor Wm. H. Wrighton, sounded
the note at the first session on Tuesday afternoon. No one
but Dr, Wrighton knew the subject he had chosen, for the
Board deliberately left him free to select his topics. He could
not have chosen his subjects more wisely nor treated them

Some of those present at the Wednesday afternoon session, October 25th, of the Tw elfth Annual Convention of the Union of
to Dr. Shields on his right. Mrs. Richer may be recognized as the second lady

more effectively. It was good for us to meditate at this first
session on the Person of Christ, not merely the things of
Christ, as the speaker said, but our blessed Lord and Saviour
Himself. And as we gathered in His name we were all
conscious that He of Whom we spoke was there and that the
Convention was under His direction.

Every message Dr. Wrighton delivered was a glorious
exaltation of Christ and the gospel of His frace Dr.
Wrighton is a philosopher and a theologian and there is a
aching that comes from familiarity with
the world’s great thinkers. His theology was what that
great Baptist theologian, Dr, A. H. Strong, refers to as
“pectoral theology”: theology that comes from the heart.
Without quoting the words from John Bunyan’s “Grace
Abounding”, Dr. Wrighton made his audience feel he too
‘“preached what he felt, what he smartingly did feel”. Even
a child could understand this professor of philosophy, while
the maturest among us rejoiced in the abundance of
things. Dr. Wrighton made a laﬁe contribution to our Con-
vention, and on the closing night the great audience welcomed
Professor Wrighton’s acceptance of Dr. Shields’ invitation
to preach the sermon in connection with the Spring Convoca-
tion of Toronto Baptist Seminary. Dr. Wrighton can not
come to visit us too often.

richness in his pre
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From Rome to Christ

A large audience gathered on Wednesday morning for the
conference on French Canadian Evangelism. Deacon Frédéric
Bauman of the Timmins Church was to have spoken on
“An Opened Door in Northern Ontario”, but was unfor-
tunately detained at home. His pastor, Rev. H. C. Slade,
told briefly of the fine work being done in Timmins and the
surrounding territory by Mr. Bauman’s regular radio mes-
sage in French. It is impossible to estimate the number, of
hearers among the French Roman Catholics in Tinimins,
though a large number have expressed their appreciation
of these messages and some have professed faith in Christ.
Mr. Bauman was associated with the churches of the Evan-
gelical Association of French-speaking churches in his native
Switzerland, and is a brother of Mr. Paul Bauman of the
Union Board.

Mrs. Richer’s story of her conversion, “From the Dark-
ness of Romanism to the Light of the Gospel”, has already
been printed in THE GOSPEL WITNESS. The reading of that
story will convey something of the blessing brought to us
by Mrs. Richer’s testimony of Grace Abounding. A solemn
hush fell on the entire gathering as we heard of God’'s deal-
ings with this soul, and like those of old, “we held our peace
and glorified God.” Mrs. Richer repeated her story to an-

other great gathering in the evening, and again Sunday
morning in the Jarvis Street Church service. To churches
situated in districts largely French Canadian and Roman

Catholic, this story of the on-goings of the Spirit will be a
great encouragement for the task that lies at their very
doors. To all the churches which have made our home mis-
sion work possible, the last sentence of Mrs. Richer's testi-
mony will be of greater value than gold: “I want to thank

“wii ¥

Y

iz

the Union, and every one of you who, through your mission-
ary offerings, have made it possible for us to have a minister
of the gospel at Kapuskasing. At the time I was at the
crossroads and needed help, I do not know where I should
have turned; I do not know where I should be this morning,
if it had not been for Mr. Brackstone’s help—rather the
Spirit of God through him.”

“See That Ye Abound in This Grace Also”

Following close on such a glorious testimony, the next
conference, “How to Raise Money for Missions”, could not
fail to grip us, and we continued in the heavenlies, as this
conference went on under the capable leadership of Rev.
H. C. Slade whose church at Timmins sets a fine example of
practical missionary interest. Each one of the speakers made
a large contribution to the discussion of the subject, and the
diversity of their avenues of approach was refreshing. Rev.
J. R. Armstrong of Hespeler spoke of missionary giving as a
privilege rather than a duty. His fine message was re-
inforced by the fact that the Hespeler church increased its
contributions to the Union by 100% over the preceding year.
Rev. R. D. Guthrie of Briscoe St., London, recounted in-
stances in his church of how the Lord had opened windows
of heaven upon those who proved Him by bringing the tithes
and the offerings into His storehouse. He further told the
Convention that he was determined to go back home and
lead his church into the way of larger missionary givings,
even if it involved putting their own local indebtedness “on
the shelf” for a while. hen he sat down his good Deacon
Watson rose to assure him and the Convention that he would
support his pastor’s proposal. Happy the church with such
a pastor and such a deacon. Mr. Slade then called on Deacon

Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec, in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto. Professor W. H. Wrighton is seated next
in a straight line up from Dr. Shields' left shoulder in coat with grey fur coliar. : -
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D.-G,- Aceti of Timming to give his ‘testimony regarding the
blessing of God to him- in connection with giving.  -Mr. Aceti
addressed his remarks to the “laymen” present, but we wish
that he ‘could be sent into every church of our Convention
to tell his story of abounding blessing” through abounding
liberality, not only to-laymen but to pastors as well. The
whole spirit of the meeting was such that we all felt it was
a time of heart-searching. Several pastors and deacons rose
to express their determination to.go back home and “do like-
wise”. We have no doubt that this session will bear much
friit during. the coming year and.that our report at next
Convention will show it. A few well-chosen words from our
Pregident, Dr. Shields, capped the whole discussion. He
pointed- the ‘relation of grace abounding to giving, by em-
phasizinig the' implication -underlying each address on -the
suhiect, viz.: that only the soveveirn grace of God can lay
hold on a man’s heart and so’'transform it that he will love
to give as before he loved to receive. ’ '

. _ Home and Foreign Missions ,
- The Wednesday afternoon session was devoted to Home

and Foreign Missions. : v
Rev. H. C. Slade of Timmins, Vice-President of the Union,

" had the unusual privilege of extending to his-brother Pastor

Rusee'l. Slade of Noranda the right hand of fellowship into
the Union. - Both these fine young men are graduates of the

Seminary, one- of ten years’ standing, and.the other of one .

year, and the younger was converted through his brother’s
ministry. Now. they are comrades. in arms in this great .
northern work., . We welcome the Noranda church and its
pastor most heart'ly. Rev. Stanley Wellington, another one
of a family of Seminary-trained pastors, was the pioneer
pastor of this work, and he built the Noranda church without
financial help from our Union, a truly great achievement in
the North country. - We thank God for his missionary vision
and that of those who stood behind him. Mr. Slade also had_
the joy of extending the right hand of fellowship to Rev.
John R. Boyd for the Sudbury church which also corhes into
our Union membership. How good it is to welcome such
missionary churches- and pastors into our midst! ) ’

Other sparkling facets of the grace of God were displayed
when three of our missionarv nastors from the North gave;
an account of the conquests of the gospel in.this great north- -
ern part of our provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Rev. Johri
R. Boyd of Sudbury -told how the new building at Black
I.ake was erected, of sacrificial labour and giving, and of the
salvation and restoration of young men and women. Rev.
Robt. E. J. Brackstone gave us the story behind the new
building at Kapuskasing. He told of the divine plan for
building churches and raising money for missions: Divine
Grace laying hold on unsaved men and saving their hands
and‘their pocket books as well as their souls for service in
His Kingdom." Rev. Wilfred J. Wellington of Val d’Or told
of prospecting for the gold that perisheth not in this new
mining settlement and in north-western Quebec. He made .
an eloquent and moving appeal for $1,000.00 to erect a suit-
able building in which to carry on his work. How many
things our Board could do if we had the money! We wish
a Christian millionaire would write to the investment house
at-337 Jarvis Street for advice as to where he could obtain
returns on his money unheard of in business circles.

T - France

Rév. Wm. H. Frey brought us a message fram his brethren,
and ours, of the French Evangelical Association. Although
Mr. Frey has been with us .only eighteen months and has
learned all the English he knows in that period, he has made
himself so much a part of our fellowship that it is hard for

most of us.to realize that he is: Swiss. It was good to hear- -

from the lips of this pastor who gained his experience in
Europe that the same gospel that we preach in Canada yields
a like harvest in Europe. France does.not seem very far
away these days, and we shall constantly bear up our French-
brethren before the throne of grace. We are convinced that
this is one of the finest missionary undertakings in existence,
and we rejoice in the fellowship of such wise and experienced
leaders as Rév: Robert Dubarry of Nimes, France, knowing
that we can have the utmost confidence in his fidelity to the
Word of God and his wise administration.
PR Annual Report C

" Thursday morning was entirely devoted to the presentation
of the Annual Report of the Executive Board. - ‘It is too long
to .reproduce . here,. and .contains too many good things to.

. preaches in the busy mining centre of Kirkland Lake.

LS

-attain what appeared to:be success. ... - ‘...

" mangle it by giving a resumé. We shall be glad to let it

speak for itself to those who request a copy of it at the
Union Office, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto. The report reviews
every department of our missionary undertaking at home
and abroad, and has sections covering each of the following
interests: Home Missions, including a section on French-
C'anadlanl Evangelism, The Evangelical Association of
French-speaking Baptist Churches, Western Canada, To-
ronto Baptist Seminary, and THE GosPEL WITNESS. If any
of our readers have not.seen this Report, we urge them to-
senid a note, at once requesting ,it so.that they may have
a cléar understanding of what we have done by the grace of
God and what we hope to do in the days to come. ) .

s One paragraph of the Report will be of particular interest
to all 'who contribute'to our. work because it sets  forth the
Board’s éstablished plan of action in investing the funds
entrusted to its care. The paragraph follows:

Anipo'st,o_lic Principle . .-

“In making the Home Mission grants the Board has had
as its ideal.the apostolic practice of an evangelism that builds
up " its- converts into local, self-governing, self-supporting
bodies: of believers wh¢ practise the scriptural ordinances in
the scriptural manner.. .In a word, our aim has been to
establish other Baptist churches.of a faith and order like to
those churches who contributed the funds. This-is both
scriptiural and logical, and is the only consistent course open
to churches which teach and preach our doctrines. - Our
brethren in the Canadian West, in the provinces of Alberta
and British Columbia, together with our French-speaking
brethren in" Europe all -follow the same practice.: It is be-
cause we_know from personal acquaintance that these mis-
sionary enterprises at home and abroad are as sound in the
scriptural doctrine of the Church as they are in the other
great fundamentals of the faith that we cordially commend
them to our Union churches without any. reservations.”

Budget Recommendation

Mr. J. E. Jennings, our Treasurer, presented the Auditor’s
report, and the Board's recommendation. In doing so he
gave another word of exhortation that we wish had been
stenographically reported and sent to every church of the
.Union. The budget recommendation of the Board was unani-
mously adopted ‘as follows: : . o .

Home Missions 60% -
French Evangelical Association . - 20%
Toronto Baptist Seminary 12% .

_+ THE SEMINARY AFTERNOON
" "By Rev. A, C. Whitcombe, B.A.

The afternoon session began appropriately with Mr. H. Me- .
Bain of Sarnia at the console of the organ and Rev. J. Arm-
strong of Hespeler in charge of the devotional service as a

relude to the Seminary session. DPr. T. T. Shields, our
resident, was asked to take the chair and after a brief ac-
count of the early days of the Seminary he called on the first’
of three former students to tell -us what“the school meant to .
them as ministers-engaged in active service. o
.. These three men now working in fields separated by great
distances, and different in character, gave us each in his own

. Western Missions : : 8%

. 'way a very definite impression that they considered-the Sem-

inary training to be of great value to them, at the present
time, where they labour. These.men offer a cross-section of
"the Seminary product over the relatively short period of its .
existence and the position of their fields indicate something
. of the wide sphere of influence the institution exerts.

| . Mr. Knight, who spoke first, is one of the first ‘graduates.

of the school and is now home for a brief holiday after ten
years in Jamaica. Mr, John Cunningham, the second speaker,
graduated some_ half-dozen years ago and at the present 'ﬂme
ev.
E. C. Wood, who served his King.and Country in the last.
war, has been for a number of years a good soldier of Jesus
Christ, preaching in the beautiful city of Chatham. -

Rev. J. Knight,-reviewing the difficulties, perplexities and
temptations  peculiar to his work in Jamaica, was thankful
that the Seminary course.had warned him against wrong
Theological drifts; against extra-Biblical church practices
and management, and the folly of lowering standards to




\

November 2, 1939

(275) 1t

Mr. Cunningham began by quoting a remark often made
by .the President of the Seminary to.the effect that thé school
cannot make a man a preacher, that is a Divine work, but that
a’ man being called to preach can be made more useful by
prg{:er preparation, . " - ) L s o .

_He said that while a good workman does not complain
about his tools, a wise workman does keep his tools sharp
and in good repair, knowing that with such tools he can do
the: best work. His course meant much to him because at
school he had been taught how to sharpen his tools and how
to keep them in repair. -Then changing the metaphor, Mr.
Cunningham likened the Seminary course to a visit to.a new
Province which he had learned to love and to return to fre-

quently without feeling lost. It had put a key into his hand"

_to unlock unknown' treasures; it had intrfoduced him to the
best of.the past. Because Christ is kept central he felt that
students could confidently explore the wisdom of the past
and face the problems of -the future.

- Dr. T. T. Shields thén called on Rev. E. C. Wood the last of
the three, to gather up the fragments that remained, and he
responded -gladly because he felt that on such a subject -there
were twelve baskets always full. Mr. Wood set forth the
value of the Seminary to him under four pictures. It had
been ‘a- gymnasium in which to get him into good shape for
the :strenuous campaign of the ministry. It had been an
officers’ training corp in which he had learned the rudiments
of the good fight of faith. It had been a workshop in which
as.an apprentice he had seen something of the vastness and
intricacy of God’s salvation and had learned his trade by
working at it. It was like the house of God and the gate of
heaven where he had learned the wisdom of David’s saying
“One_thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after,
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my
};iefe, {.o behold the beauty of the Lord and to enquire in His

mp e.” i ] - .
. So we came to the end of the Seminary session of “the
best Convention yet,” impressed with the fact that these
men, and the. others they represented, looked back upon the
few years at the Seminary with increasing pleasure and ap-
preciation and the feeling that the acid test of time and cir-
cumstances uvnon the work that the school attempts to do,
brings it.forth as pure gold.

There lies the true value of any institution of learning. "

Success is not to be counted by the number of students it
graduates; but by the quality of students, after some time
of taking their place in life, and by the value those students
place on_the school and its teaching when they have had an
opportunity to apply the teachings in various places and
under varied circumstances. The Toronto Baptist Seminary
has no fear of this test. .

Resolution on the War'

‘On ‘the closing evening Dr. T. T. Shiclds presented the
following resolution on the war: )

“In the conviction that every consideration of Christian
principle, of national security, and of human well-being, the
world over, necessitates the complete mobilization of the
moral and physical - resources of Canada and the Empire, for
the most vigorous possible prosecution of the war against
Germany-—and ‘this without any reservation or respite—the
Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec,
assembled in Annual Convention, would hereby add its voice
to that of other religious bodies in pledge of its unqualified

approval of the action of the Governments of Canada and the-

Empire in dec¢laring war against Germany. .

‘Ini consondnce with the foregoing, we express oui opinion
that never in any war—at least, within the scope-of our his-
torical knowledgé—have the issues of a conflict been more
clearly defined than-in the present war; and that therefore
never was-a cause more manifestly and wholly right than
that for -which Britain' and France have taken up arms.

- While deeply deploring the necessity for ‘the resort to-

arms, we wholly repudiate the view that war can never be
justifiable- nor-effective. On the contrary, in -this instancé
the record and present course of Germany do such violence
{0 every consideration of morality in world affairs, in_inter-
riational relationships, ‘and in every aspect of national and
individual life; thus threatening the security of -all nations
and the libeity of all individuals, and jéopardizing the lives
and possessions of all peoples on earth, that-no other course
consistent with righteousness, or .even -with prudence, was
open to the Empire Governments but to declare war. - ----

THE GOSPEL- WITNESS

- We-therefore pledge to the Governments of Canada and the
Empire our unreserved support of the Empire’s war effort,
and express the hope that no pains or expense will be spared
to ensure that such effort shall issue in compléte victory over
the enemy. o Co RS . '

. Viewing the present European’situation as being so charg-
ed with menace to the world. we express the conviction that
no consideration should be given to -proposals of peace from
any ‘quarter, or at any time, which does not include a pro-
vision that Hitler- and- all his principal responsible aides
shall iltimately, personally, be visited with such judgment
as their present manifest blood-guiltiness deserves.” oo

It was appropriate that this should be seconded by Rev.
E. C. Wood of Chatham, who served overseas for three and
one-half years of the last war. The resolution was unani-
mously carr'ed by a standing vote, and the whole congre-
gation joined in singing-the National Anthem.

" "Thg New Board -

The following are the names of the Board for.the present
year. We appeal to all our churches to pray for them and
for the Executive Officers as they plan for greater and
better things in the future, and:above all to see to it that
they to whom the Union’s work and resvonsibility is dele-
pated: are not rermired to make bricks without straw. ‘Presi-
dent: Dr. T. T. Shields;- Vice-Presidents: Rev. H. C. Slade,
Rev. W. W, Fleischer. Home Mission Board: Mr. D. G.
Aceti, Rev. J. Fullard, Rev. R. D. Guthrie, Mr. P. J. Jones,
Rev. D. Macgregor. Rev. G. W, Searle, Rev. W. S. Whit-
combe. Rev. E. C. Wood. Foreign Mission Board: Rev. J. R.
Armstrong, Mr. Atner Baker, Mr." P. Bauman, Rev. J.
Byers, Mr. J. Fraser, Rev. H. G. Hindry, Rev. B. Jeffery,
Mr. J. E. Jennings. ’

There were fine congregations at all the Convention ses-
sions; the best we have had for some years. The new Jarvis
Street proved .to be specially built for Conventions. and was
certainly made to measure for our Union Convent'on. Its
great auditorium was an ideal place for our gatherings, and
the rotunda and other smaller rooms offered fine opportuni-
ties for fraternizing between services., "Jarvis Street Church
and its pastor are past masters in the art of being hosts—
they have had ample opportunity to perfect the art—and
everything combined to make a perfect setting for a perfect
Convention.

As we write, a letter has just come to hand from a church
treasurer who attended the Convention. We quote the:
closing paragraph as an indication of the “aftermath” of
our great Convention gathering, for we know that many
other delegates have expressed themselves in similar terms,
and we. feel that this letter is a.faif sample of the blessing
many delegates carriel home with them: “We are sorry to

" have such a small offering. Surely we need to have our

consciences stirred to know our responsibility to both home
and foreign missions. God help us to answer our own prayer
for missions.” ‘ .

A Convention that sends delegates home to write such let-
ters as this—and there are many of them we are sure—was
in the truest serise of the word, a successful Convention. “To
God be the glory, great things He hath done!”—W.S.W.

FROM THE.DARKNESS OF ROMANISM TO THE
LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL ...

Testimony of Mrs. Oscar Richer of Kapuskasing, Ont.

Given at the Convention of the Union of Regular Baptist
Churches of Ontario and Quebec, Meeting in Jarvis .
Street Baptist Church, Toronto, - Wednesday
: Morning, October 25th, 1989. - .
(Stenographically. Reported) oo
I am very happy to be here this morning. I am a little’
nervous, but happy anyway. I have stood on the promises
of God for a year and a half, and He has carried me
through so many troublous times that I feel I can trust.
Him this morning to help me give my testimony. = ~ -
If anyone had told me two years ago that I should be-
addressing a Baptist Convention to-day,-I believe I should
have-thought of it as-many of my former Roman: Catholic

7
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" friends think of me to-day. However, I am here, and I
feel it is wonderful to be saved.
I went to school here in Toronto, to two Catholic
schools. I was taught by nuns, and during my school
days my main ambition in life was to become a nun. But
when I left school and went to work, I heard many things
that I had never heard in the Church of Rome. These
things led me to doubt my early teaching. I began think-
ing about them, reasoning about them—and more doubts
came. I felt that I was sinning against the faith, and
against God.  I-did not want to do that, and I would
resolve that I would be a better Catholic, and would
plunge in more earnestly than ever to do my duty. I re-
‘member getting up early every morning in order to go
to Mass before breakfast. This was during my school
days: I felt I should not have any success in the class-
room if I did not. However, as I became older I doubted,
and this went on through the years, until about two years
ago. Then things took a serious turn.
I had a neighbour who had a brother who had left
the Roman Catholic Church. This man had given his
sister a Bible to read. We were not very intimate; but

we were acquainted and we visited each other at times. .

Things went on for a short.while until it came to the
ears of the priest. One morning I had a visit from him.
I was quite surprised as he had never called on me ex-
. cept his parish visits once a year. He told me that-I
was to discontinue my friendship with the woman, and
the only reason he could give me was that she had a
Bible which we read, and an unfaithful brother. We had
words—hard words; but I did not give up my friend
because I could see no reason for doing so.

. After he left, I had a guiltier feeling than I had ever
had before. I thought it was my wicked temper, and
that perhaps he was right; that I was too stubborn to
see it. I resolved to make one more try, a serious one.

1 went back to church—-although I had never. really given'

it up—with a deeper determination to be a really good
Catholic. I tried, but every time I went, I came home
more disgusted than the last time. Everythmg they said
seemed to disturb and disgust me, and in my dlsappomt-
ment I came home feeling low. o

That was about October, two years ago this month.
Things went on until February. In February one Sun-
day I went to Mass, and came home thoroughly disgusted,
and said to my husband, “I am not going back.” He
asked me ‘why, and I. told him. He agreed with me—
he had up to that time; and this time he told me I was
right, and that he was not going back either. He asked
me where I was going, and I said, “Nowhere. I am go-
ing to stay home. I got fooled once, and will join no
other church.”

I have two little girls, the eldest was seven at the time.
She“was to take her first Communion on Easter Sunday,
and was attending special Sunday School classes. She
said to me, “Mother, do I go to catechism this after-
noon?’ That was a shock. I had not thought of her
side of it. I believed that salvation was in a church,
but I was so disappointed with the Church of Rome that
I was willing to forfeit that salvation; but I did not
want to be responsible for the life of my little girl in
the other world. I said, “I do not know whether you
should go or not.” I did not know how to reach a de-

cision, so told her to stay home that Sunday, and I should

have reached a decision before the next week came.

‘. -~ My husband and [ talked it over, and suddenly I re-

" floor was unswept.

membered that the Church claimed to get its laws from

*-Christ, that the Bible is the Word of God and of Christ;

and I said to myself, Why cannot I find these things in
the Bible? Then it flashed through my mind, That is
sacrilege; you are not good enough to study the Bible;
you are not educated enough to study the Bible. But
curiosity got the best of me, and I said, I will do it any-
way.

The next day I got a Bible. I did not know where to
start reading it. I thought a Bible was a continuous
story-book, so I started_at the front page, and read the
Old Testament. I wanted to read the Bible to prove the
Church of Rome right or wrong. In the Old Testament
I could find very little I was looking for, but when I got
into the New Testament it was a different story. The
more I read, the more I was convinced that the Church
of Rome was wrong.” My husband and I read until all
hours of the night. He read so much he got inflamma-
tion in his eyes, and had to go around with bandages on
his eyes for a week. Then I read aloud—and got.a sore
throat. I neglected my housework: dust was rolling
under the beds, the dishes were stacked in the sink, the
My husband went to work in the
-morning, and I was left alone with the baby. I forgot
to eat, and did not know when meal time came except
as she told me she was hungry. I read and read and
read.

Someone said to me, “But you are reading a Protestant
Bible; you will not get the truth from that.” I got a
Catholic Bible, one that had a whole string of Roman
Catholic signatures in the front, with the Pope’s ensign
on it. My husband read one, and I read the other; and °

-swe would compare. They were the same except perhaps

.in certain places the text and chapter would be different;
otherwise, every word was the same.

I had always been told I could not understand the
Bible, therefore I should leave it alone. I was therefore
not quite sure whether I understood it, and doubts came
back. My husband and I thought it might be a good idea
if I would go around and visit the ministers in our
town. Which ones to go to, I did not know—so I thought
I would try them all. One of my neighbours was a Ro-
man Catholie, and she was particularly riled up one day,
and the first thing we talked about when I went in was a
sermon we had heard a day or so before. There was a
woman present who was not a Catholic, and I told them
I had not been to the Catholic Church for some time,.
and that I was not going back. I told them I had a
Bible, and was ﬁnding things out for myself. The Pro-

testant woman is a very active member of one of the. -

churches in- Kapuskasing, and she asked me whether I
understood the Bible. I said, “I do not know whether
I do or not, but I think I do. I have not much educa-
tion, and have been told that you must study it years
and years. I think I will go around and visit the min-
isters and get their viewpoint.” She said, “If you want
to know the truth about the Bible, do not trouble to go
to the other ministers. Go to the Baptist preacher; he
knows his Bible.” I did not know there was a Baptlst
preacher in town: that is how interested I was in any-
thing outside the Catholic Church. ’

This woman told me where Mr. Brackstone lived, and
I sat down and made a list of twenty-five questions -to
ask him about the Bible. I knew if I could get satisfac~
tory answers to those questions I should know whether-
I understood the Bible or not. “ One Saturday afternocon
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" there.”
,grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of your-

I went with my twenty-five questions to Mr. Brackstone’s
home. I introduced myself, and told him what I wanted
—and we got busy. I think he had to go from one end
of the Bible to the other, to explain some of them—and
I had to stay for tea! I.was supposed to go.to a birth-

day party that afternoon, but I forgot all about it.

In all my reading I still had not seen that salvation
was through Christ, and through Christ alone. I had
not looked for that, for I had never heard of it. When
Mr.. Brackstone asked me how ‘I thought I was going to
get to heaven, I said, “If I am good enough I shdll get
He quoted Ephesians two, verse eight: “For by

selves: it is the gift of God.” That was the most un-
reasonable thing I had ever heard in my life. I could
not believe that. I could read it, I could repeat it; but’
it did not mean a thing to me.

Just imagine! If you were to go into a store to buy
something and on one counter it was worth so much, that
it would take all your wealth—and even more than you
had—to buy it; and then at the next counter you could
get it for nothing, would you not look at the free one
pretty carefully in case you were getting something
hollow or worthless? I was suspicious of it. I thought,
if it is free in one place, and cannot be bought, so
prxceless is it, in another, there is something wrong;

. that is not reasonable.

I went home and studied again, and that is when
my battle began. It was a real struggle. At times I
would see glimpses of the light: at.other time every-
thing was pitch black. Mr. Brackstone held meetings

in our home; he spared no effort. It was now the middle"

of winter, with bad roads. I live out of town about a mile
and a half, but that did not stop Mr. Brackstone from
visiting us as often as he possibly.could. Every meeting
was a gospel meeting—even if there were just the two
of us. I could not see that salvation was through faith.
It was impossible for me to grasp that.. I cannot say
just when the light did dawn upon me:
struggle It dawned at times, and would disappear
again. That went on until the latter part of May of the
following year. 1 was attending the Baptist Church
regularly by this time, and the priest heard of it.

On Easter Sunday my husband was at home, and
two priests called on us. I thought, I must meet them,
and how am I going to do so? I wanted to beat them at
their own game, and with the Word of God. I was deter-
mined they were not going to win. When my husband
went to the door, I called my little girl and said, “Jerry,
you and,I ‘must pray now as we never prayed before'
We havé 'to meet the priests now, and I do not know
what to tell them.” The two of us sat on the wood-box
behind the kitchen stove, and offered up an earnest
prayer. In five minutes I felt peace surge through me,
and I could have met ten priests!

The priests had brought a stack™ of books, books
about the saints. If they had a Bible with them, I did
not see it. They asked me why I was taking the position
I was taking, and I told them. One of them.said, “You
had better give up that Bible: it is leading you astray.
You will never get any good out of that. You are,
throwing away a very precious thirig, your Roman
Catholic faith.” He started out in a very tender man-'
.ner, but by the time he had gotten half through, he was
excited—and so was I. I said to him, “To make a long
story short, I will give you a chance to prove you are

~

it was such a .

right. Can you find auricular confession in the Bible?
If you can find me one text where Christ taught anyone
to go to confess to an apostle, or where an apostle con-
fessed anyone, I will give you my Bible; I will go back
to your church and will be the. best Roman Catholic
you ever saw.” He shook his head and said he could
not. I said, “That settles it. If you cannot show me
your doctrines in the Bible, they are worthless. You
might as well go because you are wasting your time—
and mme » He asked, “May I pray for you? 7 “I will not
stop you.” - He asked me if I was praying, and I told
him I had done little else for months; to which he re-
plied that the devil was answering my prayers.

They left, my own priest promising he would send

me books, many books—and he sent them. I read them
all, and sent them back. I could not see a thing. in
them that would change my position. He wrote often,
and I told him if he did not stop sending books and let-
ters that I .would return them unopened.
- All this time I felt as though 1 were being torn to
pieces. I would pray and ask God to give me some com-
fort. I felt as though bemg torn to shreds, losing. my
mind; everything was going around in my head, and I
knew if I did not get help from God I could not stand
it. One said, “Come here”, and another said, “Come to
us”, and I could only fall down and pray.

One mormng after I had written the priest saying I
would return his letters unopened, as I was doing my
morning work, I felt as though I had all the care of
the world on my shoulders. I felt as though I would
break down and ecry. I dressed my little girl and sent
her to the post office, for I had to have quiet that I might
pray and seek comfort. She went, and I knelt down be-
gide the bed. I did not pray in words: I cried a prayer.
When my little girl came back, she had a letter in a plain
envelope, typewritten, postmarked, ‘“Cochrane”—about
eighty-five miles from Kapuskasing. My mother lives
near there, and I thought I had a letter from home.:

I opened it, and there was a letter from the priest.
He had gone to the trouble of sending his letter to Coch-
rane so the postmark would deceive me—and it did. I
read it—and he cursed me. He cursed me in that letter
for daring to speak against the Church, and the priest of
God. He called upon God to execute judgment upon me
speedily. He said that after mueh meditation and
prayer, he cursed me!

That letter gave me a great 'deal of peace! I felt fine
after that! I thought, You have shown yourself in your
true colours. I had thought that perhaps they were not
as bad as I had conceived of their being; after that letter
came, I thought they are worse than I had ever believed
them to be.

The letter came, 1 thmk, in the heginning of May; it
was not until the end of May that I saw the light. The
priest immediately went around to all my friends and
neighbours, and told them that I was a heretie, not fit
to associate with them; and therefore they should leave
me alone. That was a blessing too! The lawn mower, when
I needed it, was not in a neighbour’s cellar; I could get
my- housework done-—the neighbours did not interrupt.
But the peace I had around me could not compare with
the peace in my heart, more especially as my husband
took his stand for Christ about a month after I did.

One day I went to buy fresh eggs from the woman
who used to supply me—and she informed me that the
hens had stopped laying! The man who used to plow
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our garden, would not do it any more—and we did not
have a garden that year. We suffered a great deal of
persecution. My best friend slammed the door in my
face one day, would not let me talk with her. She meets
me now on the street; and turns her back. It cut at
first, but I said, “God, I am standing on Thy promisés,
and I am going to depend upon Thee.” I did—-and He
has never failed.

" One day I met a Catholic woman who ‘was not yet
afraid of me, and she asked ‘me, “How ‘do you feel?”
“Fine.” “Are you sure?”" “Oh yes.” Several times she
asked me how I felt, and ﬁnally i asked her what she
meant. She mustered up courage to tell me that I was
supposed to be shrivelling up, that I had only-a month to
live—but I am still here! And I‘have not lost.a pound!
I had not known, but -everyone had been watching me,
expecting me to collapse. The pnest had told them that
in two months’ time I would nof-have strength enough
to walk to my adopted church. ' But I am stronger than
ever, and enjoying every bit of the work. -

My husband, as I have said, came to Christ about a
month after, and then my little girl, and they too have
had to put up with a great deal of persecution. We were
persecuted also by so-called Protestants—I had 'not
expected that. Even when we were Catholics, we had
not experienced that. We had been, “Hail, fellow, well
met”’; but when we became out-and-out for-Christ, and
bore a real testimony to His saving power, that changed.

We were baptized in- August. The sun shone in our
faces—I believe it was the last fine Sunday we had that
year.- Behind me were two or three hundred people, and
I felt my back freeze from their cold stares. I knew
every Catholic there. ‘We went into the water together,
and were not troubled; we knew we were domg the
. Lord’s will.

I try to reach othér Catholics, and will continue to do
so; but it is g difficult task: The priest has warned
them that they rhust not have anything to do with me.
It is seldom I get a chance to speak to any of them about
the Lord Jesus Christ. One’ woman who was going
from door to door talked with me a few minutes. When
I spoke of my faith, suddenly she stiffened with fear, and
seemed eager to leave my home.

We heard from'a stranger, a French-Canadian, -who
was saved in Quebec, and who because of persecution
came up north to farm, of some Catholics we might be
able to reach. He told Mr. Brackstone of a possibility
,0f our preaching the gospel to them. The first oppor-
tumty we had, we went out to their home and held a

meeting, and were able to speak to six or seven French-

Canadians. They could not speak English, but we could
talk to them in their own language. We asked if we
could come back the.following Sunday, and they said we
might. They were very poor people, and they asked if
we could-possibly get shoes-for the -children. We are not
very rich ourselves, but said we would try.

The following Sunday I had a feeling we should not
go, and when I asked my husband about going; he had
the same_ feeling. We consulted Mr. Brackstone, and
decided not to go. i cannot explain it, but' we ‘all knew
we should not go—I mean, apart from God, I cannot
explain it., A couple of days later I received a’ letter
from the man who had directed us there, and he said
it was well we had not gone that Sunday, that there
were priests.there with two carloads of henchmen—and
they were going to cry us out, or. run us out of the place.

We determined we would go the following Sunday, and
went. ‘The priest was not there that day, but we met
another member of the family, a girl of about twenty.
She was very bitter. - When we gave them the shoes—
for which they had asked—she said, “You are trying
to buy us into your church with shoes.” “Buy you?
There is only one church where you can buy everything,
and that is the ‘Catholic Church. We offer only. salva-
tlon, the free gift of God.”

- T forgot to téll you that after I was baptized, I was
80 happy that I gave my rosary to Mr. Brackstone: jt
was my last link with the Church of Rome. In splte of
persécution, we are very happy in Christ, and our home
life happier than it has ever been. And this moruing
I want to thank the Union, and every one of you who,
through your missionary offerings, have made it possi-
ble for us to have a minister of the gospel in Kapus-
kasing. At the time I was at the crossroads,and needed
help, I do not know where I should have turned; I-do

~not know where I should be this morning, if it had not
been for Mr. Brackstone’s help—rather the Spirit of God

through him.

AN ECHO-LETTER FROM THE CONVENTION
.October 29, 19;39.

Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D.,
‘Jarvis St. Baptist Church Toronto

Dear-Dr. Shields:

It was my privilege to attend the last two evemnﬁnsessions
of your Convention, and I feel impelled to let you know Low
greatly I enjoyed them both.- They reminded me of the old -
time Methodist Conferences, from which our ministers re-
turned to their respective “charges”, or “cxrcunts”, renewed
in spirit.and quickened in zZeal; reflecting in their ministry
the spiritual uplift they had received from their meeting: to~
gether and listening to the inspirational, devotional and soul-
searching addresses that were always an outstanding feature
of these annual gatherings. - I heartily congratulate you and
your ministerial associates on your perpetuatxon of these
Godly and God-fearing gatherings'in the interests of the
spread of the “mystery” kingdom of our blessed Lord.

I would like, too, to congratulate the two brethren you
referred to who, by saerificial giving, made possible the open-
ing up of the work in Kapuskasing. What an investment!
and what a blessed reward awaits them at the hand of Him
Who so evidently moved on. all who played a part in the
bringing of Light to this darkened, bewildered soul, already
the subJect of the gracious Spmt's working and wooing!
This is, indeed, true Home Mission work, and by the small
contribution enclosed I would like ‘to have a hand in it-my-’
self. I greatly wish I could multiply it. ..

With regard to Dr. Wrighton, I'll slmplg say that I greatly
enjoyed, and trust I may fully profit by, his simple, yet pro-
found, soul-searching addresses, fitting climaxes to. the ses-
sions of the day.

" Now, just a word or two regarding your comments on the
“756 witnesses” in your sermon on “The Churches and the
War.” You. certainly evidenced a spirit and disposition. of
kindness, and almost of toleration, toward them; for which,
I regret, so many are accustomed to give you little credlt
these days. I fear, however, that you spoke wnthout very
definite, or full, knowledge of what is going on in certain
ministerial clrcles for some considerable time. I may .be
quite wrong in’ the view I hold; but I, very decidediv, do
not think I am, whxch is, that there is a decldedly “Red”,
“Communist” ‘element in the United Church ministry, wh:ch
has been making itself felt increasingly. in recent vears; and
is. definitely represented by the now notorious “75”. For
years has been ovenly challenging, exposing and
opposing this movement in the annual denominational gath-
erings; and I am sure he fully shares my views. ————

and - . are, I helieve,
prime movers, not to say propagandists, in it all. For the
life of me I cannot see wherein these men and their move-




quember 2, 1939

THE GOSP_EL WITNESS

(279) 15

ment- differ from Communists and Commumsm, and, holding
this view, I cannot regard them as anything short. of dis-
loyal enemies, real enemies of the state, and. their lngned
“Witness” anything else than an acknowledgment-tnereof in
writing; though it would appear that great pains.were taken
to word the document as inoffensively as.possible. My feel-
ing, therefore, is that they should be most tnoroughly investi-
gated, and their act deait with précisely on its merits; even

as it would be were it subscribed to by a group of unlet-

tered foreigners in our North Country...
" Now, please do not think that I am trying to stir you u

to take ony other action. I had not intended writing at suc

lengch., "I'm simply wishing to say that 1 fear you have

judged these men too charitably, shall I say, and that I fear

they may take some comfort therefrom.
In hearty good fellowship, I am,

Sincerely yours, :
' . (Signed) -

"Editorial Note on the Above -

We endeavoured to make it clear that we had no sympathy
with the illogical pacificism of “The Witness Against War”
but we refrained trom unsparing denunciation in tue beli
that in this case, such a statement would be well-taken care
of by others. For more thdn tWenty-five years Jarvis Street
Pulpit has borne consistent testimony-‘against-such illogic in
religion and morality as is expressed in this innane “Wit-
ness” which witnesses only to the moral obtuseness of the
signatories.

/.

We agree with our correspondent’s kindly questioning.
We were moderate in our strictures while awaiting a fuller .

knowledge of the facts. It is better to say too httle than
too much., Theodore Roosevelt once said it was unwise to
shake one’s fist first and his finger afterward. We shook
a finger merely as an N.B., but should it be needed we still
have a fist. Meanwhile we are grateful to our correspondent
for his letter.
Jarvig Street for a long time although not actually a mem-
ber of the chur
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Golden Text: “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal
life.”—John 3:14, 15. e

For Reading: John 3.

I. Salvation by God’s Sovereign Grace—verses 1 to 9.

The children of Israel intended to follow the route of the
8pies as they neared Canaan, but King Arad the Cdnaanites
hindered them (Num, 83:40). It would seem that the early
defeat and -subjection of Israel at the hand of King Arad

PG

was due to their lack of fellowship with God, for when they -

entered "into communion with Him, victory became theirs.
The Christian will have victory in his life only as he ubides
in fellowshi
" to be regarded as enemies of Jehovah, and Israel was blessed
when she treated them as those devoted to destructlon
(Lev. 27:28, 29).

The children of Israel were hindered also by the Edomxtes,
who refused them passage through the land and thus com-

pelled them to ‘march around that territory (Num. 20:14-21; -
ilgrim’s path is longer and more difficult’

Judges 11:18). TFhe
when the flesh, of which Edom'is the type, holds sway (Rom.,
6:12-14; 8:5-9; .Gal. 5:16, 17). -

The weariness and dlscouragement of the peOple in the
face of the difficulties of the wilderness were but natural,
yet they had the pnvﬂege of livin dg' supernaturally In a
marvellous way God had preserved them, and time after
time He h=od demonstrated His willinrness to undertake on
their behalf if they would but trust Him (Deut. 8:2-4). All
the resources of the grace of God are at the disposal of the
Christian who will walk in the Spirit (Rom. 8:12-17)..

-weak, miserable, lost and blind (Rev. 3:17, 18).

He has been a true and valued friend of -

with the Lord. The people of King Arad were ' p

- The complaints-of Israel no longer consisted in shy whisp-
ermgs ana murmurs -of mscontent, but were voicea in cpen
reproach against-uod and aganst-Moses. They complaiied
tnat ‘tiey- had no ‘water, and they regurded tne manna sent
from. heaven. as -“lLight bread”. They loathed the heavenly
food. -rneir souls naa becumne lean whiie iney were pamp-
ering their flesuly appetites (Psa. 100:15), ana they na. no
capacity to en)oy spirituas food. It is sadly true tnat spir-
itual tastes readily become dull, and that those who scek
satisfaction in tne spheres of sin will shun the house, the.
Word and the ways of God.

-Israel tempted .God. in the wilderness (Exod 17 2, Deut
6 16;. Matt. 4:7; 1 Cor. 10; :9). ‘Lhe people.put Him to.the
test to see how far they could sin against Him wi.hout.being
punisnea. The Lord is hoiy, and He could not allow them to
go on without snowing themtne sinful characier of their
complaints. He did so by sending fiery or venomous serpeats
among théem. The serpent is the symbol of Satan (Uen.
8:1, 4; Rev. 12:9; 20:2). Yielding. to Satan they had desired
the food he could give, and yearned for the tiesh-pots of kgypt
(Num. 11:5, 6). 'The Lord allowed them to feet the paiitul-
results of contact with the serpent, the physiial emblem of
Satan, in orcer that they might realize the spjritual results

"which would follow their yielding to the Tempter. As

hysical suffering and death came as a result of the serpent
ites, so would spiritual suffering and death follow their sin
(Gen. 2:17; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6:23).

Sometimes .it is necessary for the Lord to. allow calamity
to come to an individual or a nation that ihey may realize
the folly of living in their own way and rebelling agamst
the ‘control of God (Luke 19:14).

.The .children ¢f Israel confessed their sin. Those who

would be saved must see themselves as God sees them—poor,
They were
then wxllm:g to call upon the Lord for:relief, and to use the
good offices of Moses, the prophet whom they had despxsed (1
Sam. 12:19; 1 Kings 13:6).
- The Lord waits to forgive those who acknowledge thexr'
need of Him (Psa. 86:5; Jer. 3:12, 13; 31:34). In sovereign
grace He provided a remedy for the stricken people, heip-
less and hopeless had He not intervened. -

The serpent of brass set upon a pole was a picture of
Christ, uplifted on the cross to save sinners (John. 3:14-16).
The incident illustrates the Gospel in many ways. Salvation
from sin is possible ‘on the basis of Christ crucified (John
8:28;-12:32-34).. Brass speaks of judgment, and on the cross
Satan was Judged (Gen. 8:15; John 12:31). -

The method of deliverance was in keeping with the sin.
Christianity is a reasonable religion, and it fits the needs of
man who was created with freedom of will to receive or to
reject the will of God. The Israelites had previously set their
wills in defiance against the will of Jehovah, and now they
must by an ‘act of will deliberately choose His way. Since
sin is.lawlessness, salvation can'be obtained only by those

- who_exercise their will toward God (1 John 8:4, Revised

version; Rev, 22:17).

God made provision for the healing of all, but only those
who looked to the brazen serpent would be healed. Our God
is.the Saviour of all nien, but especially of those who believe -
(1 Tim. 2:4; 4:10).

Salvation is by faith, not by works (Rom. 8:24; 4:5, 16,
Eph 2:8, 9). Those who looked to the serpent demonstrated
in that act their belief in the promise of God which Moses
ad declared. They were convinced that healing would come
l(fM:.hrey o}:gg'ed Men must repent and -beheve the Gospel

k 1:

How profound and yet how s1mp1e the way of salvation!
The Gospel of grace is an inexhaustible mine of truth, and

_yet one need only look to Christ to be saved (Isa. 45:22).

Blessed results follow the look of faith.. In the case of.
the Israelites, the progress of the deadly poison was stayed,
and they-recovered life and health. ' They who Jook to Christ
in faith, trusting Him. to- perform His. promice to save, will

- be saved .from spiritual death, and- will .receive ‘everlasting

life (John 3:16, 86; 5:24).

II.‘ Refreshment by God’s Soverelgn Power—verses 10 to 20.

' The Edomites dwelt south of the Dead Sea, the Moabites
along the east shore, and the Amorites to the north. The
river Arnon separated, -the territory of the Moabites from
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‘ that of the Amorites; Arnon was the scene of the Lord’
power as was the Red Sea (Exod. 14:21-31).
The Lord is sovereign in His working. He has all power

and He may perform miracles directly, immediately, thout
human instrument; at other times He chooses to use men or
- things as channels of His power (Compare Mark 10:61, 52
with John 9:6, 7). At one time He commanded Moses to
strike the rock (Exod. 17:6), at another time to speak to the
rock (Num. 20:8), yet in each case He provided the water.
In this case He acted in sovereign grace, without human co-
operation, exceﬁt that He allowed the pnnces to dl the
well which would hold the water (2 Kings 3:16, The
K:terzgf hge is free to those who will drink of it (Isa 65:1;

The Israelites offered joyful praise to God for His good-
ness (Exod. 16:1-3; Psa. 136).

IIL * Victory by-God’s Sovereign Will—verses 21 to 35.

The Amorites refused Israel the right of passage, as did
the Edomonites. Since they were a w1cked people, God was
just in allowing them to be destroyed in large numbers At
the same iime, the Israelites were now living in communion
with God, their sins forgiven and their lives refreshed. They

were énabled to capture cxt.les (1 John 65:4).

The victory over Og, King of Bashan,"was a triumphant
one, for Og was a mlgfxt giant (Deut. 8:1-11; Joshua 12:4;
18:12; Psa. 185:10, 11; 186:20, 21). Those who tmst in the
Lord may perform exploits,

SPECIAL SERMONS ON THE WAR

“Watchman, tht of the Night?"

BOOKS BY DR. T. T " SHIELDS

I. A Sword Bathed in Heaven—Booklet of 2 I ‘pages

1

single copy......
20 copies in ‘bulk to one address

“Hitler's Suicide in the Bible™

per copy

“The War and Human Nature”

“How God Is Digging Germany's Grave”
*The Nazis Are Coming!l—Where Are the Campbells?"

“*Culture’ and Evolution”

*Hitler's Peace Offensive”

“The Virtue. of Hatred”

**Belgium and- Expiation’

*The Russo-German War Agamst God—Who erl Win?"

“The Churches and the War"

“Germany and Future Punishment’

“The Second Coming of Christ and the War”

Russellism or Rutherfordism, 103 pages ...

t." **Other Little Ships’”

(We have just had a request for permission to print a special edmon of 6,000.
copies of this booklet for radio dlstnbutron )

“The Adventures of a Modern Young Man"

o $1.00

1.00

“The Plot That Failed™ :

1.00

"The Oxford Group Movement Analyzed"

.05

" *“The Hepburn Government's Betrayal of Its Public Trust (Separate School Address) .10

- 25 copies 1.00

1.00
.05

12 copies

*“The Roman Ca_tholic Horséleach”

“The Papacy—In l':he Light of Scripture”

- 12 copies | .50
.10
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Witness” as being as applicable to the present war as
Nos. 1, 2, 3,'4, 6 and
“The Gospel Witness.”




