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HITLER'S' SUICIDE 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr." T. T. Shields' 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, Septembe..r 10th, 1939 

(Stenographically Reported) 
"And I will harden Pharaoh's heart,. that he shall follow after them; and I will be 

honoured u'pon Pharaoh, and ,upon all hIS host; that the Egyptians may know that I 
(am the Lord. And he did so."-Exodus 14 :4. . 

Prayer before tl\e Sermon 
We have come, 0 Lord, that we may worshi.p Thee; in the 

singing of these h~ns of praise, we present 'to Thee the 
adoration of our hearts. We worship Thee for what Thou 
an: Thou art God, and beside Thee there is none else. 'We 
who know Thy name render to Thee the homage of our 
hearts, also in the hearing of Thy Word. We thank Thee for 
this inspired Book, for this Pole Star, this moral ,Compass by 
which we are 'guided over the uncharted seas of life; We 
thank Thee that in every emergency of life Thou dost meet 
us in this Thy Book; T·hou dost speak.to us, if only we have 
ears to hear. Oh, give us such hearing ears this evening! 
Help us to hear what God the Lord will say ,unto us. Give 
us the assurance that He will speak peace to His people; 
that He will bless .His people with peace. 

·We ,bow Ibefore Thee, 0 Lord, in a dark hour, in an hour 
when men's hearts are failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth. We invoke 
Thy heLp, first that we may ,be ,men and women who have 
u"iMerstanding of the times, to know what we ought to do 
in the ex;igencies of this hour. Give us spiritual enli~t!ln­
ment that we may·be able so to view the events of our day, 
as to see the mighty Hand of God therein. 

We pray for Thy Iblessing upon f.athers and mothers, upon 
wives and sisters, ,upon all the womanhood ·of our land. Give 
them the spirit of Deborah" .whose inspired words we have 
heard this evening. Make 'Us all 'worthy, ,men and women, 
of the inheritance of freedom which Thou, in"Thy goodness, 
hast vouchsafed to us. . 

Direct all who must consider in this crisi-s hour what their 
duty is. EnBible them to act as ,before God, to do their duty 
as Thou shalt give them to see it, that with 'hearts right 
before Thee, we may go for,ward in this time of emergency. 

, . Above aU, 0 Lord, we .pr.ay that we may all ltnow Thee 
personally; that we- may Inot be merely religious men, and 
women~ ibut that we may :be really, Ohrlstians, born frOm 
above, made new creatures in Christ, enjoying freedom of 
access to the throne of heaven. May we thus !be numbered 
among the Lord's rernemlbrancers, who will take no rest;~ and 
give Thee no rest until Thy will is done in the earth. 
, We seek ~hy counsel for all rulers, for the King and his 

ministers throughout the Empire, that each in 'his ·place may 
act in the fear of God. We pray that ThO'U wilt ,b~ General-

issimo of our Armies, Coinmander of our Fleet . Marshall of 
all oUll" Air Forces; for. still, there is none like ~nto the God 
of !eshuron, who rideth on the heaven in our help, and in 
Thme exc:ellency on the sky. Verily, Thou makest the clouds 
Thy charlot, T~ou walke;st u.pon the wings of the wind ... Thou 
hast Tby way In the whIrlwInd and the storm, 'and the 'cloudS 
alOe the dust of Thy feet. We ,beseech Thee to make the 
place of Thy feet glorious! 
~emem,ber .'graci5)usly our Allies, France and Poland. Even· 

though ffilany of them may not 'have 'a personal knowl­
edge of Thee, yet ~ou canst use them sovereignly for Thy 
pur.poses as ,Thou dldst use Ahasuerus and CYrus in days 
gone by. Make them Thy .servants, to do Thy will. . 
Bl~s our breth.ren of the French B~ble Mission whom we 

love In the Lord, and whose work lies so near to our hearts 
Sustain them in their fiery tria1: walk with them amidst th~ 
flames as Thou di~st :wi,* S1hadrack, Mesheck and Albednego. 

So would we ;brmg thIS troubled world to Thee and pray 
tha~ Thy holy will m.ay ~e. done. We {lr&y for ~ll neutral 
natIons,· that T~ou wIlt .gIve them enlightenment, and show 
them where theIr place IS. For the American Repulblic and 
for the .Presid~nt and his advisers, we IIray that they' may 
~ defimtely dIrected to make decisions which will ,be glorify­
Ing to Thee. 

And. ·no.w, Lord, we all need to be forti:fied by the truth 
of T~y Word. Help us that as we read our pa.pers in the 
mornmg, . we ·may··be the better' alble to receive the news, 
w~e~e! It seem to be good or ,bad. Make us unafraid of 
evIl tIdings because our hearts are fixed trUsting in the Lord 

All these things we ask in the nam~ of Jesus Christ ou; 
Lord, Amen. " . 

Those of you who have gone down to the.~ea in ship; 
know that a ~reat ship does not leave its moorings with 
a dash. It moves so slowly that its movement at first is 
almost imperceptible: But little by little it is worked 
out from its dock, and very gradually the shore recedes, 
~nd at length its passengers beeomeaware that the great 
ship has left the land, and is on its way. to the sea. 
. So is it with movements of new thought. In their 
initial stages ihey move very slowly. The point of view 
is changed so gradually ·that people are scar.cely aware 

-'-" 

H,' -.1 .,- ........ , .... , ~ ..... ~ .• ~ .... ,~., ... ~.-......... 



2 (186) THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
I 

September 14, 1939 

that they are leaving the old moorings, and are embark­
ing upon a voyage over an uncharted sea. In Qur day we 
have seen this illustrated. The pulpit has changed. Pub­
licists of every order have gradually learned a new lan­
guage. The literature of our day very largely has been 
speaking a tongue with which our fathers were not 
familiar. Gradually the majority of people 'have ·assumed 
an entirely chang.ed attitude toward great public ques­
tions. I think that may, in part, be the explanation of 
Britain's long delay. Her leaders were under the nec­
essity of re-educating the public mind .. 

Particularly does that apply to one matter, that which 
the Bible calls "sin", a something for which the senti­
mentalism of our day has invented a great. many· soft, 
euphemistic designations. The evolutionists· and the be­
havioristic psychologists are rather sorry for people who 
do wrong. There is a sense in whi~h, of course, we must 
all have compassion upon those who are out of the way. 
But I speak of the attitude toward wrong itself, rather 
than of the persons who are the victims of it. And I 
say this moral evil which the Bible calls "sin" is now 
looked upon quite generally' as not a moral offenee, not 
so much a transgression· of moral law, as a disea~e, a 
disease which'in some cases is to be referred to physical 
rather than moral causes. The criminal is subject to 
some glandular trouble, and he n~ds" not a preacher or 
an evangelist, but a surgeon, or a physician. Or the 
wrong-doer is the product of economic injustices, or of 
improvable hereditary condJtions, or of urifair social in-

. fluence and environment. Criminologists have elaborated 
allegedly scientific explanations of what was once 
thol,lght to be plain wickedness, and have developed a 
philosophy of causation which tends· to make society 
in general rather th:an the individual responsible :for 
wrong-doing. The expert penologists, those who are 
con·cerned with providing a preventive of this phenom­
enon which the Bible calls "sin", wor.k out deterr.ent and 
}'eformative systems which in some eases are utterly 
devoid of any expiatory, or punitive principle. By these 
theories, penitentiaries would be well-nigh converted into 
hospitals or even nurseries, which, ·.in time would gradu­
ate and release the Red Ryans upon the world. 

It is that attitude of mind -which has been so pro­
nounced in'its criticism of the alleged severities of the 
Treaty of V~rsailles. After Germany had filled our 
l'ivers with blood, and had slain millions, and maimed 
millions more, and made other millions ·widows or 
orphans, we ought to have taken no a.ccount of her 
wickedness, but have paid all the damage ourselves, and 

. pampered Germany with every conceivaple sort of eco­
nomic assistance! Such philosophic madness,. in my 
view, is largely responsible for the present world-chaos. 

I do riot speak thus for the first time. I said it during 
the last war, and have beE!D .s'aying it ever ·since, as·every­
body must say it, who really believes the Bible to be true. 

And so large sections of the Bible have _b.een closed to 
the ordinary--I was go·ing to say--church attendant. 
The Old Testament has been ·held up to contempt, as a 
book that is entirely outworn. But God has a way of 
interposing in human affairs from time to time, and 
bringing to the surface long-forgotten truths. I ·said 
to you in another way a week or so ago, that the gospel 
of the grace of God is not alone a revelation of the good­
ness of God, but of the severity of God; that, properly. 
understood, every -blessing that has come. to l,lS as indi­
vidual Christians, every blessing that 'has come to us as 
the byproduct of ,Christianity in what i.s sometimes called 

a Christian civilization-that all these things have come 
to us as the direct result of blood that was shed. That 
is particularly, specifically, and, of course, uniquely true, 
I repeat, of the cross of. our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is imperative that· we should study again these 
severer aspects of divine revelation, that we may learn 
something, not alone o~ the princip!es of democracy-and 
.I believe in democracy as the best of all forms of hum.an 
government yet devised; but it is not enoug.h that ~e 
should boast of our Magna Charta, and of all subsequent 
deliverances which have brought the free peoples of the 
earth to the enjoyment of their. present liberties; it is· 
not enough that we should be versed, and intelligently 
conversant with all these hi.storic principles: that is 
important; .but it is imperative that we should know 
something of the essentials .. of divine government, and 
that we should be able, like Garfield, one of America's 
martyred preside~ts, with ihtelligent conviction to ·say: 
"Clouds ·and darkness are roundabout him: righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne." J 
. You are all familiar at least with the outline of the 
history of this Pharaoh of ancient times; and with this 
most conspicuous of all the miracles Of the Old Testa­
ment. when God made bare His arm, and made Pharaoh, ' 
and ETgypt, and His people Israel, and all the nations 
roundabout, to know that He wa·sGod. . 

For those wlio have eyes to see, these divine inter­
positions are repeated again and again. We have in 
this Book the inspired record' of such divine acts. But 
I am persuaded that the acts of God recorded in the Old 
Testament, and in the New, did not cease with the com­
pletion of the canon of Scri'pture, though the inspired re­
cord of such 'acts was then completed; and we may take up 
the tale of human history where this Book leaves fJff,. so 
.far as its historical portions are concerned, and we may 
see in every chapter of history, and in the life of all na­
tions, repeated interventions', where God made bare His 
arm: The purpose of this ·Book is that it should serve us 
as a text book, as a· norm, a standard by which· to meas-· 
ure.these·events, a Light in which to interpret them. And 
I am sure that while we are shocked, staggered, by the 
events of our time, because we are so close to them, had 
we eyes to see; and faith that would give us a perspective. 
view of the acts of God, we should not be so perturbed. 
We should still see the One Who describes Himself as a 
Man of War, going forth to do battle against the forces 
of unrighteo.usness. 

Christian faith must believe that God is to be found 
somewhere in present-day events. We are concerned 
about what action certain nations will take, what will be 
the ultimate course of the United States of America. 
All these questions are of vital import~nce, but I submit 
that the matter of supreme concern to us all is that we 
should discover God in the midst of the conflict, and so 
r.elate ourselves, or be, by His grace, related to Him, that 
we shall be sure from the beginning, of the issue of the 
battle. 

"'1'hrice blest is he to whom is given 
The instinct ,that can tell 

That God is on the field when He 
Is most."invisi-ble." 

My text- is a hard one: I consulted several com­
mentaries, with the invariable result: I discovered that 
the commentators had nothing to say abo!l~ it. They 
explained the easy texts, and they left the text which 
s'ays that God would harden the heart of Pharaoh, and 
bring him to judgment, without comment. 
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drea~ly daring"I bike it as an illustration of'a great 
principle. It" is illustrative of A LAW By THE TRANS­
GRESSION OF WHICH MORAL SENSIBILITIES MAY BE DULLED 
TO THE EXTENT OF COMPLETE ATROPHY .. It is possible 
for men and women, and nations, so to relate themselves 
to the' principles of God's laws, that their moral natures 
become calloused aQd benumbed, and virtually cease to 
be moral beings· at all. Let us examine this searing 
process. 

Th.e Bible always identifies God with His law. The 
·man of science, will tell you by what operation of law· 
this wondrous earth is with verdure clad. But the Bible' 
says simply that it is God Who clothes the pastures with 
flocks, 'and covers the hills with golden grain. It is He 
Who makes. His rain to fall on the just and on the 
unjust. The Bible does not ignore, much less does it 
deny, those natural laws by which these things are 
effected; but it enthrones God above them all. Our Lord 
Jesus said that it is God Who clothes the grass of' the 
fielq, and gives to-the lily a splendour surpassing that of 
Solomon. It says nota word against the cultivation of 
the lily, n.or the fertilizing of the soil, but the reverse. 
But it identifies God with His laws, and it is just at -that 
point that people generally have been turned aside; be­
cause modem human thought has elbowed God out of 
the scene altogether. What is it they say now, borrow­
ing their phrase, I suppose' from Hollywood,-they speak 
of everything as being in or out of. "the picture". Well 
a science falseJy so-called has all but put God "out of th~ 
picture". ~ut He is there! . And the Bible recognizes 

. that;. and furthermore always recognizes God, while 
identifying Him ·with His law, as acting in' harmony 

"\ therewith. God does not set the-laws of nature at vari­
ance; He does no violence to them. When the temptel 
said to Jesus: "Cast thyself down from hence:' for it is 
written, He shalr-give his angels charg.e over thee, to 
keep thee", He answered .. '~Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God." You must not preak the law of your physical 
nature,. and expect God to .interpoSe to work a miracle. 
God always honours His laws, .and works in harmony 
therewith. But the Bible represents' ,Him as being 
transcendent, that is to' say, He is -not, in the pantheistic 
sense, locked up within the cosmos: He operates through 
it, yet He is above it as a personal, transcendent God, 
Who rules the affairs of ·men. That is the revelation of 
the Bible, the. revelation of God in Christ. 
'W~ll then, that is as true of moral as oi physical law. 

The Bible institutes an analogy, and says, the moral law 
is just as inexorable as laws which operate in the field 
of nature, and that therefore, "whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap," that whoever sows to the flesh, 
be he a' man or an aggregation of people called a nation, 
he shall "of the flesh reap corruption"! And in that 
very connection, the inspired Book says 'that a personal 

, God lives to see that law made effective: "Be not de-. 
ceived ; God is not mocked: for w.hatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap." That is the teaching of 
the Word of God. '. __ 
: Now there are principJes which operate in the moral 
realm, which in certain conditions have a petrifying 
effect upon one's moral nature. It is possible to harden 
the heart. We are admonished to be careful lest we be 
"hardened t~rou'gh the deceitfulness of sin". It is pos'-­
sible to "seal;''' t-he conscience: . It is possible to. train 
the whole man to become a human devil. It is possible 
to instil into his mind principles that are ~emoniaca1, 

~ ..... _ ...... __ ........... _,~~...:..a....:......... __ .. r.o 

that are not of God, but of the devil, and so to pervert 
his nature as to make him something worse than the 
beasts that ·perish. It is possible for a' man's moral 
nature to become so benumbed that he becomes not even 
immoral, but unmoral. His m~ral faculty is petrified, 
dead, and the man becomes a· demon:. . 

" Look at the case 'of Pharaoh, the sovereign of the 
greatest of all world-powers of his time·; but one who 
knew nothing of God, who mocked at the idea of God. 
He thought of tpe God of the .Hebrews, ~nsofar as he 
thought of Him at all, as a tribal Myth, an Hebrew idea 
of !lome abstract Deity, Who had no existence in fact, for 
he asked, mockingly: "Who is the Lord that I should 
fear Him 1" And so in his own .interests he ruled his 
people, and subjugated a race to whom God had a special 

, favour. :fIitler is not the first anti-Semitic ruler. 
Pharaoh was one, and he brought. an entire race of 
people into bondage to ~erve his own purpose. By a 
E'omewhat different system, Hitler has done the same. 
In spite of repeated warnings Pharaoh rejected all divine 
overtures; and even though there were occasional gleams 
of the divine glory in tlie .miraculous manifestations of ' 
power in the plagues with which Egypt was visited, 
Pharaoh assumed an attitude of opposition to· Him; and 
thus he hardened his heart. -

My text says that God hardened Pharaoh's heart. Of 
course,. He did. And God will harden your heart. He 
will not suspend His whole moral system for the conveni­
ence of a· man or· a nation. And if men do set them­
selves against the .entire natural order of things, they 
will pay the inevitable price. It was thus Pharaoh was 
blinded to all moral considerations, unresponsive to every 
divine appeal, because by his attitude he brought 'into 
operation laws which blinded him and atrophied his 
moral nature. I was thinking the other day that Moses' 
frequent meetings with Pharaoh, were not unlike the 
frequent meetings of' our ambassador with Hitler and 
others. Moses almost besought- Pqaraoh not to commit 
suicide, while warning him what must inevitably come to 
pass if he Ilersisted. But Pharaoh .had gone so far that 
his heart was so hardened as to have lost_ all moral 
resilience. He, by his attitude, hardened 'his own heart; 
and by his inevitable subjeotion to the operation of moral 
law, his heart was hardened by the' Law-giver from 
Whom those laws proceed. He went therefore, by his 
own, voli(ion to his own destruction. '_ 

I read' to you a reference to the :case of Sisera, another 
historic incident. And the writer' of that marvellous 
song, at least the human medium through which the 
Spirit of God spoke, was a 'Noman. There were no real 
men in Israel! The people of Israel had proceeded on· 
the maxim that "he' who fights and runs away may live 
to fight another day." Arid so Deborah asked, "Until that 

. I, Deborah arose", was there a shield or 'a spear seen 
among .forty thousand in Israel1" She was a ,woman, in 
whom God put His Spirit, who rallied the nation -to stand 
for .righteousness. And when they did, what- folIowed 1 
Oh, there was one, the captain of the opposing host, nam­
ed Sisera, and Deborah says: "The mother of-, Sisera 
looked out !it a window, and cried through" the lattice, 
Why is his chariot so long in coming 1 why tarry the 
wheels of his chariot 1" 
. .The British Admiralty recently announ~ed that they 
found it wise 'policy not· to announce the destruction of 
German submarines, that for a ship to go away proudly 
bent upon destruction, and never to return, for no one 
ever to know what had happened to it, had a more salu-

.. , 

, 
. __ ._ . ...:ao 



4 (188) THE GOSPEL WItNESS September 14. 1939 

tary effect upon the enemy than a detailed account of its· attention to certain things," and make them grow. Then 
destruction. Something like that happened to· Sisera, I planted something which I did not know required a 
and the mother of Sisera at home looked out of the win- place in the sun. I cared for it: I nursed it, and it grew. 
dow, and cried through the lattice, "Why is 'his chariot It began to put out its buds, and I said, "Aha! I am doing 
so long in coming? why. tarry the wheels of his chariot?" without the sun. I am going to make it groyv even in the 
And Deborah answered: "They fought from heaven; the shade." Then one day I went out, and I found. all the 
stars in their courses fought against Sisera. The river leaves drooping. I said, '~I have .neglected it; I must 
of Kishon swept them away, that ancient river, the. river give it a little more attention'!' But it made no differ­
of Kishon." ence. Presently I had a leafless stalk, proclaiming to me 

Ah, there is a profound principle there! "The stars the great truth that it could not do· without the sun. 
in their courses"-not' out of their courses; and the ' 

. river in its ancient channel. The stars in obedience to The Kaiser said, "I will have a place in the sun." And 
Dhe tried to produce a substitute for the sQn, so he built 

the almighty fiat, which flung them into· space, in· their • a fire that set the world ablaZe. With what result?· He 
courses fought against Sisera, as the stars in- their did· not get a place in the sun. Germany withered and 
courses have fought against every man who fights sunk to nothingness among the nations. Hitler is doing 
against God ... Pharaoh, too, pitted himself against the . the same thing," He is determined ta have a place in 
whole moral ord·er only to discover that moral and physi- the sun. He is going, by sheer might, to win in defiance 
cal law are one, and that he was an inhabi.tant of an of the moral order of things. Goering says: "If we have 
ordered universe not a multiverse; one organized· whole not clothes, we can fight in bathing suits, and -if we have 
where there were moral laws as inexorable as gravita-. not soap;'we can fight with dirty -bands"-they ought to 
tion, and a God . above them all upholding all things by know, for they have been doing that for a long time. I 
the word of His power. And· when Pharaoh thus set think it must be a long time since they had any soap in 
himself against the moral order, the very waves of the Germany! But Hitler has thrown his challenge to the 
sea overwhelmed him, and all the forces of nature co- world, and he is going to make synthetic this, and that 
operated to destroy him, that God might make Himself and something else. In effect, the science of Germany 
known. .. says, "We throw down the gauntlet to God. We will do 

So in the case of Sisera. Debor~h, by divine discern- without Him." Goering says, "We can. do without the 
ment saw it: "The stars in their courses fought. against United States. We have a new friend in Russia." They 
Sisera". They always do. '. .. ., 

Look at the case of Hitler. Some of us remember the are welcome to Russia. Again I say I thank God every 
day for the miracle that put R1,I.ssia where she belongs. 

Great War. The other day I was looking over'some manu- We do. not want Russia, Tim Buck to the contrary, not-
scripts of twenty-one years ago. I published a book at withstanding. Incidentally, if I had my way I ,would 
that time, entitled" "Revelations of The War". 1 am save the Tim Buck's the trouble of attempting to'build 
not a 'prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but all that was a Communistic Utopia in Canada by shipping them to . 
then said -bas come to pass. Germany for generations- the Russian Utopia they so much admire. I would go the . 
I say it advisedly-has trained its people to become de- second mile by giving them life-belts as an insurance 
mons. I grant you that there is sound psychology in against German lawlessness. 
our saying that our quarrel is not primarily- with the 
German people. But do not forget that ·we had to fight Yes, we need a place in the Sun-S-U-N; for God calls 
the German people before. And do not forget that Hit- Himself the "Sun of right"eousness"-"T)le Sun of right­
lerism is the natural fruit of what Germany sowed ·for eousness" shalI "arise with healing in his wings". And 
many years. It is· not· without significance that the·na- no nation, and no ·individual can be f.at and flourishing, 
tion which peisoned the springs of religious thought and grow like' a cedar in Leban.on that has not a place 
throughout the world, which influenced so-caIled "schol- in that Sun. There is no substitute for the divine favour. 
ars" to drive tJte Bible so largely from our pulpits, or It is not the "reeking tube and iron shard", "but right­
otherwise to treat it just as it suited their convenience, eousness which. exaIteth a nation." . But when Germany 
taking a few soft passages from it here and there, but . had destroyed herself they set about producing a syn­
neglecting its general purport-I say the nation which theticaIly great· nation. Have you thought of that? On 
poisoned our coIlege haIls: which infected our whole edu~ the ruins effected by the lawlessness of Kaiserism, a man 
cational system, with the virus of its unbelief, I say it is arises to outdo the J(aiser, and. of the ashes to produce a 
significant that this is the naton that has let loose a flood· synthetic nation, a nation determined to defy every law 
of destruction for the second time. within a generation of God and man, and chaIlenge both to the battle. The 
upon the world. . very angels must laugH' at the audacity of it. I know that 

They did it before; they are doing it now; and we have he mentions the name of GOd but it is a case' of mistaken 
a great battle to fight. _ identity. Whom Hitler· caIls God is the devil ;nd Hitler 

The Kaiser; you remember, demanded a place in the has eliminated God. Ludeniiorf, chief of staff of the 
sun. He was under the shadow of other nations, and he Kaiser's army, before his death proclaimed himself not 
was like Lucifer who· said: "I will ascend into heaven, only a pagan, ·but as being definitely antichristian; aIid 
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God"-he said there was nothing of which he was more proud. 
wanted a place in· the sun where nobody could over- That, I think, represents the general Ge.rman position. 
shadow him. . 

Properly understood, that is a· worthy ambition. . I II. 
have a garden, and i'n it I have a number of oak trees,­
oh, they rise .sixty or seventy-five feet. And I love every 
one of them. But my garden is largely in shadow, and 
I had to find out what things would grow in the shade, 
what things could flourish without a place in the sun. 
When I had studied the matter .1 said, "I will ~ive special 

Now WHEN ALL MORAL SENSIBILITIES ARE THUS 
ATROPHIED, MEN AND NATIONS ARE UEFENCELESS. They 
are at sea without a pole star or compass. They have no 
sense of moral direction. They cio not. know where they 
are going. That was true of Pharaoh. I could call the 

{ 
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roll of those recorded here 'in sacred, as well as in what 
is called profane history, of men and nation's who have 

. thought to do witho~t God. Do you rez;nember how Sen­
nacherib sent a letter to Hezekiah saying: "Let not thy 
God in whom thou trustest deceive. thee, saying, Jeru­
salem shall not be delivered' into the hand of the king 
of Assyria." '1 remind you that the destinies of nations 
ar.e after all determined by the God of nations. Oh, I 
wish you would study the 0Id Testament again, and hear 
God ,saying to Abraham:. "I am going to send you into a 

-new land. I am going to give it to you for an inherit­
ance, but you cannot occupy it yet. After years have 
passed Israel shall go 'down into Egypt, and it shall be 
a subject people for four hundred years, for the iniquity 
of. the, Amorites is not yet full." Their lease has not 
yet run out. Nor had it then run out for Pharaoh. But 
when it did run out, he became like the wicked man of 
whom Eliphas speaks Who is "waited for by the 
sword," and of whom he says, "Trouble and anguish shall 
make him afraid; they shall prevail against him, as a 
king ready to the battle. For he stretchet'h out bios hand 
against God, and strengtheheth himself against the Al­
mighty: He runneth u'pon him, even on his neck, upon 
the thick bosses of his bucklers." Pharaoh dashed him­
self to' pieces agaiI\'st Omnipotence. 

There is a' significant passage in the book of Joshua, 
in the eleventh chapter: "There was not a city that made 
peace with the children of Israel save the Hivites the in­
habitants of Gibeon: all others they took in battle .. For 
it was of the Lord to harden their hearts that they 
should come against Israel in battle, that he might de­
stroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, 
but that he might destroy them." Their cup of i~iquity 
was full to the brim. They had had their last chance. 
The day of nati'onal judgment had come, and so they 
were destroyed as an act of moral sanitation. 

Germany has been the scourge of Europe for a century 
and more. She' lias fouled the springs of life for the. 
whole world. And now at last there has arisen a man 

·who has concentrated the authority of the government in 
himself, and he is committing suicide-as others have 
done before. His destruction is as certain as wou..ld be 
that of a. man who should jump from the top of the Bank 
of Commerce,building without a parachute! And Hitler 
has no parachute! He will fall; and great will b? the fall 
thereof. 

It is natural and legitimate to enquire. Were they 
made to know that He was the Lord? What can be done 
with a great nation like Germany. Turn back the 'pages 
of history. Read what is wri-tten there: "I will be hon­
oured 'upon Pharaoh, and upoq. all ,his host; that the 
Egyptians may know that I am the Lord." If you have 
any doubt, go to the British Museum, and· there you will 
see the, remnants of Egypt's greatness. 

A preacher; juS-to an ordinary preacher, pronounced a 
prophecy against Assyria, and this is what he said': ·"The 
Lord hath given, a coinmandment concerning thee, that 
no more of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy 
gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten 
image: I will make thy grave; for thou art ·vile."· You 
have heard about digging trenches, and about the 
Maginot Line, and about the Siegfried Line, and all the 
rest of it, but who can dig a grave big enough, and deep 
enough to bury an empire out of sight? But God did it. 
He buried the .Assyrian Empire so deeply that it was not 
for many ·many ce~turie9" that the spade of the archaeoli-

gist could even find wher~ Nineveh was buried. The 
history of. Greece and of Rome i11ustrates_ the saine 
principle 'of progressive judgment by the operatjon" of 
moral law. 

Napoleon boasted that the lives of a million men were 
'nothing to him. Wellington won many a' victory over 
Napoleon's armies commanded by some of his ablest 
marshalls in the Peninsular War, but Napoleon and Wel­
lington had never met in battle. As Napoleon got into 
his carriage to ride to Waterloo; he' is reported to have 
'said .to his aides" "I am going to measure myself, with 
this Wellington." I-t was to be their first meeting. And 
when the battle had been fought, the Duke of Wellington, 
seeing that the day was his, lowered his glasses through 
which he had been viewing the field, and with deep 
emotion said, "Thank God! I have met him at last!" 
He met him only once. But that was enough. Why? 
A Greater _ than Wellington was there. . And Napoleon 
in his last battle said, "I am, going to measure myself 
with this Wellington." So he thought; but he measured 
himself with a greater Captain: he measured himself 
with God, and perished as a moth shrivelled in the flame. 

We do well to be thankful for our splendidly invincible 
Navy, which guards the sea. Humanly speaking, the 
British and French Navies will win the ·war. We do well 
to be thankful for those who fight on land, and for our 
heroic men who will do battle in the air. We shall soon 
be seeing ·khaki everywhere. God give us wisdom always, . 
and courage to take our places, and do our duty as He 
gives us to see it. But I beg of you to remember that 
behind all our defensive forces. stands the Gibraltar of 
the whole moral constitution of the universe. There is 
absolutely no 'possibility of Hitler's winning. He is 
doomed and damned already. As the soldiers used to 
say, "His number is up". He is committing suicide. He 
has 'done so already-he is on his. way to the' place where 
an outraged moral-order will crush him. By these reg­
nant principles to which I have directed your attention, ' 
inevitably he will be brought to judgment. 

Do not content yourself with sitting at the radio, and 
hearing the latest news: . Nor with reading the latest 
newsp~per. You will find the most U:p~to-date news of 
the war in this Book: "Though hand join in hand, the 
wicked shall not be I.!npunished: but the seed of the 
righteous shall be delivered." 

But th1.s 'OIpplies to incliviclunJ.s. Are we right with 
God? 'Have we given ourselves in whole-hearted sur­
render to the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you been born 
again? Has whatever there was of Hitlerism in you 
been crucified with Christ? Have you seen the prince of 
this world judged and cast out? Is there now a clear 
path to the skies? Do we know the way to the Mercy 
Seat? Have we, Hke Esther, entrance into the King's 
'presence? Does He hold out to you the golden sceptre? 
. An obligation rests' upon us, for ourselves, and for others 
that we should have access to, and have the covenant 
right to invoke the aid of the powers' of the world to 
come; It is they who take sides with Christ, who are' 
washed in the precious blood, who will win the victory. 

I send you away with this word: You will have your 
"bit" to do. I do not know what it will be. I beg of 
you again never to be discouraged:- As you meet people 
on the street, or wherever you meet them, let the word of 
the Lord Jesus echo in your hearts, "Be of good cheer". 
The.Lord is on our side,.and therefore Hitler is doomed! 
Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reignetb, 
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AN INTERESTING LETTER right -to preach and teach whatever you believe. But I 
We print the following letter with our reply, because must insist that I have an equal right to say that I do 

we think it probable tha:t our corresppndent may be rep-. not believe the Bible teaches what you say it does. 
resentative of many others. We hope that our reply will I accept the ,assurance of your second paragraph. 
be read by -all concerned therewith in the spirit in which From our first acquil,intance, I have believed in you as a 
we have endeavo.ur~d to write it.-Ed. G. W. ., faithful preacher of the gospel of Christ, and have al- I 

My~'Dear Dr: Shieids: ' 
~ptember 9th, 1939 ways l'egarded you as a loyal personal friend; and I beg 

to assure you that your friendship has been loyally re­

I was greatly grieved and 'pained at 'heart to find another 
article in the recent issue of 'fHE GOSPEL WITNESS resenting 
-the rights and privileges of men to preach what they believe 
the Bi·ble teaches concerning the great events of prophecy. 
. I do not care to enter into any controversy regarding the 
&u!bject, fur I IWrite to you not only as a friend hut as one who 
has held you in high regard these many years. . 

With the opening of your new church 'building you have 
entered upon what I believe as the opportune moment of 
your life. Not only Jarvis Street Baptist Church but Oan­
ada is at your feet because your articles on the present 

. European disaster are statesmllinli~e and also are the ex­
pression& of a seer who maws the end from the beginning. 

Why then should you Ibring the' disdain of Evangelical 
Christians, your friends, also good and godilW men upon you 
by constantly 'bringing up that "old bone" of ·your resent­
ment to their particular inter:pretation of prophecy? In my 
opinion there never was a finer ·group of men in aJlly era of 
the .church than the men whom you attempt to malign.. I 
·refer to James M. Gray, William J. Erdman, William L. Pet­
tingill,IC. I. Scofield, W. G. Moorehead, Oliver W. VanOsdel, 
Arthur T. Pierson,· Isaac M. Haldeman, all of whom I have 
.been pEl,rsonally acquainted _with and have kn()lWJl each of 
them to be ·men of deep piety,· great learning and great de~ . 
fenders of the faith.' It is, ·better for you as wcla lis myself 
to have a friend than an enemy. . 

A!!, I view it, your oral ministry through your enlarged 
congregations and your written ministry through THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS never had a better opportunity than it has 

. to-day, and I' wonder if .you have a friend anywhere who 
would 'be more delighted in this exPansion than myself. My 
OWill motto for the past few years has Ibeen, Condescend, but 
never Compromise. 

If this note does not meet with YUUl' approval, please for­
give me. I write as a friend to friend who is exceeding 
jealous of your usefulness for the glory of God and the ·wel­
fare of the church. My idea of a friend is one who will tell 
me my faults to my face rather than one who fearing to 
offend is silent concerning them. 

Loyaily, 
I . (lSigned),-·----

Ddy dear Brother: 
I am in receipt of your letter of the 9th inst, and, re­

moving all marks of possible identification, I am publish­
ing it in this week's issue of THE GOSPEL WITNESS, with 
this reply .. I do this because it occurs to me it may'be 
possible t,hat others of· my readers may be "greatly 
gr.ieved and pained at heart'~ by my al"ticle of last week 
on, "Speculative Ddillennialism". 

,In the first place, I cannot understand on. what ground 
you assume that "THE GOSPEL WITNESS resents the 
rights and pri¥ileges of men to. preach what they believe 
the Bi·ble ·teaches . concerning the great events of 
prophecy" ..... No one 'questions anyone's right' or· privi~ 
lege to prea,ch what he believes the Bible teaches ~bout 
anything; but surely it is equally the "right and privi­
lege" of other men to. dissent from such teachings, and 
do their best to correct views which they believe to be 
wrong. And why you, or anyone else, should be "greatly 
grieved and 'pained at 'heart" because I exercise my 
'~right and privilege" to preach what I believe the Bible 
teaches in respect to these. matters, I am unable to 
undersfiand. . 

I recognize that you, ahd every other preacher ·of the 
gospe}-:-a~d: ev~ry . Ch.ristian.:. of every· ra_nk-has the 

ciprocated, and that I hold you in the same ihigh regard 
which has characterized my estimate of you from our 
first acquaintance. ' 

I come now to the fourth paragraph, in which you ask: 
"Why then should you ·bring. the disdain of ,Evangelical 

Christdans, your friends, also good and godly men upon you 
by constanthy bringdng up that 'old bone' of your resentment 
to their particular interpretation of prophecy?" , 

Am I to understand, therefore, that if I disagree with, 
'or even "resent" your ·particular intel"pretation of proph­
ecy, -that I bring upon myself "the disdain of Evangel­
ical -Christians" who are said to be my friends? Do you 
not see that this question itself justifies to the full my 

. article onT "Speculative Miilennialism"? Notwithstand­
ing our long friendship and the high regard in which 
you say you have held me; notwithstanding your very 
generously appreciative estimate of my articles on Euro­
pean affairs .(your words - On this matter are extrava­
gantly kind), though in your judgment my opinions on 
some things may be-of value, if I dare to disagree with 
your particular interpretation of prophecy; I merit your 
"disdain." Let me assure you that though I have little 
agreement .with your prophetic interpretations, I respect 
you highly; and though we are so far apart in matters -
of eschatology, that fact, from my side, would not' have 
the effect of disturbing our Christian fellowship in the 
least. By all means, believe what you believe; and 
preach it with all your migh~. So far as I am concern­
ed, we may.still be friends. But again I say,. you must . 
concede me an equal right to preach what I believe. . 

You speak of my disagreement with or resentment of 
your particular interpretation as an "old bone". I assure 
you it is not an "old bone", but a strong arm with sinew 
and muscle, ready ·to do battle for the truth as I see it . 
And; speaking of bones, I venture to repeat my quota­
tion from Spurgeon of last week: 

"Your guess at the n~ber of the beast, your N?a.poleonic 
speculations, your conjectures about a personal antichrist-­
forgive me, I count them ·but mere ·bones for dogs; while 
men are dying and hell is filling, it seems to me the veriest 
drivel to be muttering lIIbout an Armageddon at Sebastopol 
or ,Sad()wa or ,Sedan, and peeping 'between the folded leaves 
of destiny to discover the fate of Germany." 

I agree most heartily with your fur,ther observation, 
except that I must insist that my article did not "malign" 
anyone: 

, . 
. "In my opinion there never was a finer gI'!lup of men in 
'any era of the church than the men whom you attempt to 
malign. I refer to James M. Gray,. WiJIldam J. Erdman, Wil­
liam ,:r,.. Pettingill, C. I. Scofield, W. G. Moorehead, Oliver W. 
VanOsdel, Arthur T. Pierson, Isaac M. Haldeman, all of 
whom .I. have been personally acquainted with, and. have 
known each of ·them to lbe men of deep piety, great learning, 

. and great ·defenders of the f·anth." . 

,I knew Dr. Gray quite 'well, and Dr. VanOsdel quite 
intimately. I once met Dr. Pie~son, but had no real 
acquaintance with him. Dr. Pettingill, passing through 
Toronto, was in our service a. week ago Sunday evening, 
and shared the .service with me by offering prayer. I 
preached quite frequently for Dr. Haldeman, 'but did not 

_ know him pe:r!lonally; nor did ~ ever meet Drs. Erdman·, 

( 

ti 
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Scofield, or Moorehead. 'But am I to assume that men 
of "deep piety, great learning, and great defenders of 
the faith" are necessarily infallible? While they may 
have been right in many things-and perhaps jn most 
things~it surely must be,admitted that in som~ matters 
they may have been mistaken. " . 

Dr. Gray himself wrote an article, in response to an 
enquiry made by one of'his readers who sent him a copy 
of one of my sermons. ,Dr. Gray did not agree with me, 
nor I with him; but toot effected no breach in our 
friendship. In respect to another mat~r,' Dr. Gray 
wrote me asking permission to republish a sermon of 
mine, expressing his view that it was a sO,und exposition 
of Scripture. That did not mean that he would a.gree 
with all my interpretations of Scripture. 

Dr. Pettingill is one of the most glorious preachers of 
the gospel I know. No man in the ,world is more wel­
come'in Jarvis Street pulpit than ,Dr. Pettingill. I do 
p.ot agree with Dr. Pettingill's view ~f last things, but 
surely we can agree to disagree on matters in respect 
to which we are at variance. I do not tbink that our 
disagreement on these mattera has .interfered in the 

, least with our fellowship. Dr. Pettingill was 'driving 
through from M'aine to Wisconsin, an'd -made' a spe~ial 
effort to get to TorQnto to be at our evening service, and 
had it not been that I had announced a particular subject 
I should have insisted on Dr. Pettingill's preaching; and 
if he cared to preach on any phase of the subject under 
discussion, he would be heartily welcome to 'do it in my 
pulpit-as would you yourself. ' I would not think of in­
yiting a man to my pulpit and then hedge him about with 
restrictions that he must not preach on this or that. On 
the other hand, I should not expect that anyone would 
be "greatly grieved and pained at heart" if, in my own­
pulpit or in my own paper, I venture to set forth a con-
trary view. ' _ . 

I had great respect ,for Dr. Haldeman as a preacher Of 
the gospel, but in some of his prophetic interpretations 
'he was just about as clear as mud, in my view. I recall, 
that, some years ago, Dr. Haldeman was writing a series 
of articles for The Sunday School Tilmes. Someone, per­
plexed by something Dr. Haldeman had written, had writ­
ten to The Times asking for further light. This had been 
passed on to Dr. Haldeman, and he a,ttempted a reply. 
The man who was then associated with me in the pastor­
ate of Jarvis Street Chureh, as an assistant, a man of 
naturally keen iritellect and' a thoroughly trained mind, 
brought me this article by Dr. Haldeman, and asked me 
what I thought of it. I read it over,two or three times­
it was not a long article--and, returning it to him, I 
said: "Well, So-and ... So,' Dr. Haldeman is 'a great man, 
and what he here writes may be all true; but if it is; I 
feel confident that a merciful God will forgive any or­
dinary man for' not' being able to under~tand what the 
dear brot;her is talking about." 

Dr. Gray himself saw the tendencies of dispensation­
alism before he died, and I republished in THE 'GOSPEL 
WITNESS one ,of his articles entitled, "Dispensationalism 
running Wild", or words to that effect. 

Dr. VanOsdel, I regarded' as one of the finest men I. 
ever met, certainly one-of the wisest counsellora. But ... I 
could not agree with his view of' last things-though I 
agreed with him in almo~t everything else. However, 
our mutual friend,ship was never for a moment marred 
by our differeing views, of the millennial qliestion. 

I have never questioned the deep, pi~y, learning, or 
loyalty, of the me,n _ whose names 1:0u mention. I am 

• 

tliankful for Dr. Scofild's clear ,view of evangelical prin­
ciples·in general;' but did my 'space permit, I cou1d quote 
many of Dr. Scofield's notes which-'-I say without apol­
ogy to anyone--in my view are not only utterly unscr,ip­
tural, but in some instances grotesque. 

The last setence of the paragraph of your letter under 
review reads: 

"It is better for you as well as myself to have a friend 
than 'an enemy." 
Does this, imply that in order to retain the friendship 

of certain Premillennialists, if I cannot pronounce their. 
Shibboleth, I am to refrain from teaching what I believe' 
on these matters? And does it mean that if I dare to 
call in question the scripturalness of what I called in 
my article, "Speculative Millennialism," those from 
whom I differ on that matter, immediately become my 
enemies? If that be so, then I accept the gauge of 
battle. I have never yet been guilty, so far' as I am' 
aware of withholding my testimony for the sake of 
pleasing a friend or of placating an enemy. If that be ___ 
the ground upon which these matters are to be discussed. 
while I should regret it, I should not therefore'withdraw 
from my contention: . 

I beg to assure you th,at I am your friend notwith­
standing your penchant ,for speculative":millennialism. If 
I am to understand from your letter that you become my 
enemy because I do not agree with you, I should be 
"greatly grieved and pained at heart" to' lose your 
friendship; but I- could never compromise with what I 
believe to be an error in order to retain it. 

I thank you for what you say in the second paragraph 
from the end. I am in the thirtieth year of my ministry 
in Jarvis Street, and Jarvis ,Street pulpit has never had 

'a larger hearing than it is just now enjoying; and I am 
glad to be able to say, too, that THE GOSPEL WITNESS is 
finding a very wide field of service. While I have re­
ceived a few such critical letters as yours, it'may inbrest 
you 'to know that I have received a far greater number 
of letters from ministers and others, thanking me for 
having helped to break the shackles of what ,I have called 
"speculative millennialism"; and for ,havin'g helped to 
free them from the Scofield preconception, so that they 
'can come once more to the Bible direct for themselves. 
~md let the Word of God speak without Scofield's notes' 
as an intermediary. ' 

I do not quite understand the: purport of what you 
say has been your motto for the last two years, "Con~es­
cend but never ICompromise." There is a place for com­
promise where vital principles are not at issue. Where 

, men differ on mere opinion, and where one perhaps may 
be as right as"the other, it is well to find a middle course. 
There are many things in life about which differences 
may arise, where compromise is legitimate. We can 
never compromise in respect to the mUltiplication -table, 
or' any demonstrated' or demonstrable -truth-which 
means, of course, that we cannot compromise in respect 
to our convictions of truth. Convinced that a .certain 
thing is true, to me that thing is true. I may be mis­
taken, -but because I am convinced to the contrary, I 
cannot coni~romise iny conviction; and it is just because 
I believe Dr. Scofield's eschatology, particularly in re-, 
spect to the Second Advent, is so generally unscriptural 
that I am opposed to it. I am convinced it is untrue. 
imd therefore I cannot compromise. ' , ' 

i cannot 'quite understand what you mean by "con­
descend".' I ~c;ldescend to' no one, for I do not conceive 
myself to be above anyone. I fear I 'shall have to leave 
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that, for I am at a loss to understand wl1at your con-=­
descension implies. 

Respecting the last paragraph of your letter, I am glad 
you wrote me. It i.s at once your right and privilege. 
And as you have committed. no offence, you need no for-

· giveness. I am not in the'least offended, although I en­
tirely disapprove of your position respecting the matte.r 
in question. 

As to my usefulness and the vyelfare of the ·church, I 
appreciate your being jealous for these thinga; but I 

. have often had to take posi,tions which some of my 
friends ,though'twould jeopardize my usefulness-and 
perhaps such courses did militate against what some 
people call "u.sefulness". .Bu·t whatever be the' cost, I 
must declare what I believe to be "the whole counst:l of 
God". I am thankful ,to say that God has thus far set 

. His seal to our uncompromising testimony. ' 
I share your idea of the privilege and duty of a true 

friend frankly to tell his friend his faults. I hope you 
will believe that 1 reciprocate that duty of friendship, 
"Faithful are the, wounds of a friend." In this case, how­
ever, you ·have not succeeded in wounding me in the least: 
I only pope that my frankness has not wounded you .. ' 
. I conclude this letter by saying that if anything were 

wanting to justify such an article as that in THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS of last' week on, "Speculative Millennialism", 
your letter supplies it. (By the way, I have already re­
ceived a request from a certain periodical for permission 
to reprint it, to which request I have sent an ·affirmative 
reply). I am still of the opinion that there are few 
things which have such a deadly devisive effect upon 
churches, ana upon Christian fellowship in general, 
as what I have called "Speculative Millennialism". 
I am wholly unrepentant, but I want to assure you 
that I am not in the least perturbed. For myself, 
I long a'go learned that if I discovered any personal re-

· sentment rising in my own heart against one who held 
views contrary to mine, it was nearly always because I 
was not qui.te sure of my own ground, and rather feared 
to re~xami.ne my posi~ion. To all my· Premellennial 
friends who read thia letter, I venture to suggest the 
whole question of modern Millennialism needs to be re­
considered. I am myself profoundly convinced that what 
by many is considered orthodox· Premillennialism is not 
supported by the Word of God. 

I have deleted the name of your church and' your sig-
· nature, and there is nothing in your letter to indicate 
its' authorship. I have published it with my reply be­
cause it has offered me an opportunity to discuss, not so 
much the question of Premillennialism as the attitude' 
which Premillennialists too often assume toward those 
who disagree with them. 

I beg to assure you that my ·affection for you as a loyal 
minister of Christl is undiminished, and subscribe 
myself, 

Loyally and affectionately yours, 
(ISigned) THOMAS T. SHIEWS. 

THE WE.El{-END IN JARVIS STREET 
." .. I ;. 

Sunday was a good day in Jarvi!! Street. There was 
an increase in the School attendance in the morning 
·after th~ summer; and in the evening every available 
inch of space was occupied. Chairs ~ere placed in every 
spot where they could be placed; part of the congrega­
tion was crowded into the choir; the gallery steps were 
occupied; all chair,s 'on ~he pulpit platform and on the 

Communion platform below were occupied; while many 
more, seeing the packed house, turned away-how: many, 
we have no means of knowing. 

We believe it was a solemn ~ervice of great spiritual 
power. While nothing must be allowed to displace the 
preaching of the gospel, we believe it to be. part of our 
duty in these days of crisis to bring the whole question 
into ~he light of Scripture. ' 

SERMONS ON THE WAR 
There has been a large demand for copies of the ser­

mons preached during the last thre~ or four weeks deal­
ing with the war. The ,sermon on, "The Sword bathed 
in Heaven", published in pamphlet form, is being widely· 
circulated. Advice as to its price will be found in the 
list of books on the last page of this paper. T,he other 
sermons on, "Watchman, what,of the night", and that 
contained in this issue of the paper, may be obtaine:d at 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS office. They have not been put in 
booklet form, but' extra copies of THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
are available at usual prices. 

SOME VERSES 
From Watchman's column in The British Weekly, August 

17. We found the verses particularly interesting as they 
recalled many an, enjoyable perusal of J. E. M.'s column in 
The Toronto News, a column which had a flavour a.bout it 
which no other pa.per has s'upplied since thel demise of The 
Ne,ws.-Ed. G.W. ' 
, Handling a sheaf of folios, e~ch containi~g a typed 
set of verses :by a Canadian friend of mine, Mr. J. E. 
Middleton, of Toronto, I resolved to conclude what I was 
sure would be the sombreneas of my reflections, with the 
four verses which follow. The verses deal with an in­
cident which is p'robably not to be found in the historical 
records, perhaps not even in the ballads of either Hun­
gary or Czechoslovak.ia. General Tolpatches and Mar­
shal, Sco·ttiskoff are, ahrioat' certainly, completely legend­
ary charact4;!rs. The whole thing. may be a simple fabri­
cation, intended once again to asperse oU:r Scottish pride. 
Here it is:-=- . 

A BALLAD FOR SCOTSMEN 
Hungarian arms had 'JY1"ospered well against the raging 

• Turk, , 
The batteries upon the hills 'had done ,their deadly work. 

. TOLPATCHES on 'the crescent flank had swept ·a forest 
clean, 

Had ~ut communic(1.tions and had burned a magazine. 
The Moslem had to sue for terms or risk a hopeless'fight, 
Outnumbered, ,coope.d within the hills, he saw no ray of 

light, , 
For Czechish. troops were handled well, the gwnnery 'WIlS 

neat, 
And all the Turk ezpected was ·surrender or defeat. 
The proud Hungarian marshal, stern as ancient Alez- .. 

ander, . 
Consented to receive at once the infidel commander. 
They brought him to the Czechish lines, and, sorrowful, 

he went 
To mee~ the mighty ~cottiskoff reclining in his tent . 
When MARSHALL SCOTTISKOFF arose to meet the humble 

foe, .. 
That visitor removed his fez and bowed ezceeding low, 
But when he rosl!, he stroked his beard, gazed at the 

Czech i?l- blue, , 
And muttered in a sorry ·tone, "Los 11., Sandy! So. it'8 

YOU!" , -

• 
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NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 

The following article ·was written by Mr. W. H. Frey, last 
year's student-professor in French at Toronto Baptist Semi­
nary. It describes his impressions of a summer spent among 
our. home mission fields in the North, and of a brief visit to 
the United _ States. There are fewer than half a dozen 
changes made in the article as Mr. Frey wrote it, and thEStl 
are all of a minor sort. We think that th~ Toronto Baptist 
Seminary has reason to feel some pride in this' mark of 
progress In the English language on the part of one of its 
students who came to us a little more than a year ago with 
only one or two English expressions in his voca,bulary. W.S.W. 

Mr. Frey Among the Churches 

A few weeks ago, it was my good fortune to meet a fomer 
graduate of the Seminary, whose lOY'aLty not only extends to 
·this institution, Ibut even to the foreign missionary enter­
prise; of the Union of the Regular Baptist Churches. On 
this accoun.t, Rev. A. ,Galt asked ine to present the cause 
of the association of Frencll ... Speaking Baptist Churches to 
the church of which he is the pastor, in RosehiU, N.Y., as well 
as to some ot-her connected Baptist communities. Answer­
ing his repeated call, I was enabled, through his courtesy, to 
speak several times, about some of the distinctive features 
and accomplishments of our !Workers in Europe. 

There, as elsewhere, people seemed greatly to appreciate 
the peeuliar endeavour and the true 'biblical standard showed 
in the dealings and results of the Association's churches. 

At ·the s·arne time,. it was a joy to me to come into con-tact 
with the work which Mr. Galt is carrying on so splendidly, 
as the results' show. Even during flat summer months Mr. 
Galt and ,his wife conducted Daily Bi!ble sehool with success. 
The Seminary is honoured Iby having such splendid repre-

• sentatives. 
'l'h~ next invitation Ibrought me to the North, where in­

numeraJble beautiful Ilakes.· and endless woods make a great 
contrast with the more...inhaJbtted parts- of the South. 

N ow try to ,picture yourself being on the main square of' 
the growing mining centre of -Sudbury, on a Saturd'ay night. 
You w;ill see people of aU nationalities, but particularly from 
the northern European countries. You will also see a group 
of fine ,Christians with their pastor, Rev. J. Boyd, gathered 

. for an open air meeting. People stay there,- listening atten­
ti~ely to the hyums, and the true Go!,pel of God. 

The day after m~ arrivaJ1 was a Sunday. We met in a 
large haJll, in which preparations 'were made for the differ­
ent services. "Many of our children are away on holidays", 
said Mr. Boyd to me, but there 'Were still enough to call' it a 
large Sunday ·School. Oity buses rented ·by the' church, 
ibrought many of, ,the children to and from the hall. 

We enjoyed the morning worship as well as the two even-. 
ing services, in Sudbury, and BIack Lake. E felt there, as 

. in the follow.ing meetings during the week, ·that the Associa-' 
tion of the French-speaking Baptist Churches .has many, 
frien~s in- that vi¢nity. 

AJlJmost' every evening of the wee~ was busy, several 
towns ibeing regularly visited,. During the day, some mem­
·bers of the church offered ;j;heir Ibenevolent help for the build­
ing of .the new church in Black ,Lake, which from every 
standpoint, is going to Ibe 'S: very fine and appropriate house 
of worship. ' . 

I shall not fo'rget the open air m'eetings we had in a French 
district of the city. M,8J!'y children were . listening and we 
had to answer :the stmngest questions.' ".so you believe in 
God", • • . "Do you b~lieve in the Virgin Mary" . • • "Do you 
believe in the Pope.1" Some. of. the yOung people were roughly 
taken home by theJr parents. . .' .. 

I enjoyed a trip along Lake Superior, one of the most 
.. !beautiful lakes I have ever seen. "We enjoyed a: friendly ~­

ception in Fort WilJldam, the ci,ty .of gra.i.n~el~vators and 
paper-mills: Mr. Johnson, who ilad' some tMining in the 
'Seminary, is .-giving all his spate time for the church. We 
had a wonderful turnout and a real interest was manifested in 
favour of the Association of French-Speaking Baptist 
Ohurches~ The people of the- church were very pleased to 
recaH ,Iast year's short visit of Mr. Buhler among them. 

You may find the town of Geraldton only on the most re-

cent maps, but nevertheless there i!l a fairly large Baptist 
Mission. 

Rev. G. B. Hicks, a Wise, tactful, and friendly pastor, has 
chal'ge of the work !Which is being very faithiuHy carried on. 
There are already good pillars- in the mission, and· a very 
definite desire, for spreading. the Gospel. Testimonies were 
given' in Russian and' EngLisih at one of _ the open-air 
ineetings. 

Mr. Hicks took advantage of my visit in Geraldton in visit­
ing himself .the church in Fort William, thus strengthening 
the bonds between these two churehes. 

Supplydng here, while MI'. Cunningham, who responded to 
the call of :the mission three years ago is in Timmdns. I have 
found much good-tWill and readiness fol' the service of the 
Lord among the people. There are also great opportunities 

;in this town of 24,000 inihaJbitants. The young people seem-
ed greatly interested, 1Iiast fiiday, when some of them 
brollglht ·the message. We had a real good: attendance in 

. our servdces ~ast ISunday. God's presen!!e was manifested. 
Here, as elsewhere, the genuiness of the work in France 

has found great interest among the Christians. 
There would be many interesting things to s~y a.bout the 

work here, ,but it is time to close this already too long report. 
However, I shall always reca:Ll with great pleasure this first 
English "Pastorate".-W. H. F. ., 

A Letter from Paris on the Eve of War' 

.. From time to time it is the privilege of the Office of the 
'Union of Regular Baptist Ohurches to send a cheque to the 
·treasurer of the French Evangelical Association in Paris, a 
cheque representing the contributions from Cana4a for this 
great missionary enterprise in Europe. Pastor Georges 
Guyot of the rue' de ·Napies Church, who is also editor of 
the official organ "The Lien Fraternel" and treasurer of the 
. Association, never fails to send an interesting and sprightly 
~etter in acknowledgment.. His reply to our last letter was 
written on the day' befo~e Hitler's mechanized armies march­
ed on Poland.. We give Mr. Guyot's letter here assured tihat 
it will 'be of great interest to friends of the French Baptist . 
Association on ~is sidE! o!, the Atlantic a.s ~vealinK. the atti"­
tude of a genwne ChrIstian and a' patrIotic Frenchman to­
wa.rd the growing threat of war, that, alas has now become 
a reality. _ 

This is the latest word we have :received from F·rance. but 
we have no doubt that many of the paStors and mem:bers of 
the churches in France are already in uniform, including our 
dear friend and former student, Mr. F. M. Buhler. More 
than ever ,before these churches and friends cailled upon to 
pass through the waters will need our prayers arid our sup­
port to enable them to hold high the Gospel Banner at a time 
and in a situation in which it ~s so sorely needed. 

Paris, August 31, 1939 
Cher Monsieur Whitcombe: 

I received your letter of. the 10th of this month ~in 
due time, and cashed with muc)!. gratitude the enclolled 
cheque for $302.50. A thousand than'ks to you and to 
the dear friends who have made this remittance possible, 
and above all to our ~ather, Who in the last analysis is 
the first and the only Author, "the Giver of every good 
and perfect gift". . 

In what days do 'We Hve! A good many of our church 
members have already 'been called to the colours. A great 
many others will~ also follow if a general mobilization 
t:hould ·be decreed. We live in an ·anguish )Vhich we 
share with the entire nation, and we mi-giht say with all 
nations, even those whose govemments of. violence we 
fear. We face the present situation in prayer, .counting 
on ·the sovereign grace aJIld j,ustice of our Father. We 
seek comfort and consolation in His Word 'and find there 
the promises and ·assurances on which we, ·;firmly base 
our prayers. 

T.hose of us in Pads have in: addition to the anxieties 
of all Frenchmen,. the {lAiditional thr.eat of learning of 
the declaration of war, if it should be loosed upon US', 
by the sudaen and almost fatal V:\sit of the bombing 
,pI-anes of Herr Hitler, faithful ser:vant of his master the 
Devi1ll, holds in reserve first of all for Paris and its 
·subUl'bs. 'What incomparable blessedness to be able to 

, 
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. , 
oppose to so many occasions for anxiety :the "neverthe­
less" of Christian ·faith, and the reassuring word of the 
27tfi Psalm, "Though an host should encamp against me, 
my heart shall not fear: though !War should rise against 
me, in this wi'" I be confident." . 

I ·bring to a close this letter, already too long, re­
. questing you to greet Mr. Frey very cormall'Y in my be­
balf, and believe m~ to be, 

Ever yours most cordialiby in the Lord, 
GEORGES GUYOT. 

p..s.-We are still hoping·that by ,the goodness of God 
war inay be avoided;-G.G. 

. CONF~RENCE AT COURTRIGHT' 
Our Western Ontario Pastor's and People's Conference was 

held with the 'Courtright Ohurch as host, and, we enjoyed 
a ti·me of· fellOlWship and spiritu'aili 'blessing. Thoilgh this 
is a ,busy season in the country, our churches were fairly 
well represented, and all who attended were well fed with the 
milk and meat of the Word, through the ministry of Rev. R. D. 
Guthrie, of London. 

II! the afternoon Brother Guthrie spoke from 2 Tim. 2 :14, 
"Of these things put them in remembrance," and our minds 
and hearts were stirred as we were reminded of "What the 
beiever is'in God's sight; 'what he should he; and what he 
should do." At night the speaker's ·text was from Gen. 12:9, 
1'0, and Gen. 13: and we welle told of the faith of Albraham; 
his fail-ure under trial; and his restoration. It was a heart­
searching message, that should accomplish much in every 
'heart, as the Holy Spirit wields ·the Sword. 

The. next conference is to be at Wilkesport. on September 
28 (D.V.), when we pray that the Lord will manifest Himself 
again in our midst.-E.C.W. 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLA:~, "Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 3' Third Quarter Lesson 39 September 24th, 1939' 

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 

~sson Text: Leviticus 16. 

Golden Text: "It is the blood that maketh an atonement for 
the soul."-Leviticus 17 :11. . . 

For Reading: Leviticus 17, 19, 21, 22. 

I. The High Priest and His Presentation.-verses 1-10. 
There is a sense in w,hich the .whole Tabernacle and every 

article of furniture, every sacrifice, every offering and every 
ceremony recorded in the Old Testament point fOl'lWard to 
Christ. The cercinomes of the Day of Atonement present 
one of the most complete pictures we have of the expiat'?ry 
work of Christ on behalf of sinners. 

It 'Was not until after the death of Nad8lb and Albiihu that 
the Lord gave instructions concerning the conditions under 
'Which access to the holy of holies was possilble. This would 
seem to indicate that the' two sons of Aaron had been guilty 
of intr.usion into the sacred precincts of the tabernacle when 
they offered strange.,fire :before the iLord (Lev. 10:1). i'he 
Lord promised to appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat, 
so that the :holy of h~lies symibOildzed the presence of the 
holy· Jehovah (Exod. 25:' 22). No mortal man could . appear 
'before Hini. and' live, unless the Lord Himself should provide 
the !Way (Exod. 33:20; Deut. 4:33, 5:24;' Isa. 6:5; Heh'. 9:8; 
Rev. 1:16,17). 

M.ellllbers of the priestly house of Aaron· .... had specified 
duties to perform, 'but the Hig1h Priest alone might go within 
the vail. . Disobedience would mean death. God has made 
all ,Christians priests, and they ha~e offerings to present 
(Heb. 13:15.; 1 Pet. 2:5), but upon Christ the High Priest 
devolved the responsibility of entering into heaven on behalf 
of sinners. When Christ died, the vaiol of. the temple separ-

'ating the mos~ haLy place from the holy place was rent in 
twain, signifying that ,Christ had opened th~ Way' for be­
lievers to go iilto the presence of God (Matt. 27:51; Heb. 
10 :.19-22). 

Daily and 'occasional sacrifices .took care of the sins of 
,which the peaple were 8IW'are. The ministrations on the Day 
of Atonement covered all their sins, and represented the re­
moval of every obstacle in the way of their fellows.hip with 
Jehovaih. Just once a year did the High Priest enter into 
the holy of holies on their .behalf, securing yearly atonement 
for them (Heb. 10:3). Our iHigh Priest entered within the 
vail once for all, and purchased eternal atonement for all 
who would ·beldeve (Heb. 5:9; 9:7, 12, 24-28). 

• The High Priest made necessary preparations' for his 
sacred task. He must be physiclllly, morally and ceremon­
ially clean ·before entering upon ·the duties of that holy day 
which would take him into the presence of a holy God (Exoel. 
30:20, 21; Lev. 8:6, 21:1-8, 17-24). Our Saviour was with­
out sin, and constantly enjoyed full fellowship with His 
Father. He was .prepa-red for His great task (John 9:4; 
Hab. 2:10, 5:8). 

,On this day of fasting and humiliation, the High Priest 
laid aside the garments "for .glory and for beauty"~the 
ephod, the rO'be of the ephod, the 'breastplate with its jewels 
and the mitre with the golden crown. . Instead, he wore th!! 
simple wlii.te linen garments. Wlhen pur Great High Priest 
came to earth· to atone for the sins of men, He laid aside, 
for the time being, the iluubiliments of His Deity, and ap­
peared ·amon gmen clothed in the garments of pure aod per­
fect manhood (2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:6-8; Heb. 5:8, 9). 

II. The High Priest. and His Ministrations-:-verses 11 to 34. 

The High. Priest must present the bullocll for a sin-offer­
in.g for himself and his house (Lev. 4:3-7; Heb. 5:1-3). The 
blood of the animal sacrificed in his stead constituted his· 
ground of approach to God. Blood is life in liquid form, as 
it were, the life of the flesh being in the blood (·Lev. 17~11, 
14). The life of the :bulilioc.k was offered as representing the 
Hfe of the house of Aaron. -Similarly, the sin of the world 
was laid upon Christ, and His life was. given in atonement 
(John 1:29; 3:16; Gal. 1:4, 2:20; Tit. 2:14). 

The smoke of the incense arose when the incense was 
thrown upon 'burning coals taken from the ·altar.. The in­
cense was ·thus dependent 'upon the sacrificial altar for its 
fragrance. Prayer, of which incense is the symbol (Rev. 
8:3, 4); ibecomes an effective channel of communion with 
God because of our union with the Christ Who died. 

The ark, symbolizing the presence of. God, would have been 
a place of judgment ·and death,rather than the seat of mercy . 
and life, had it not been sprinkled' with the blood of the 
substitute. The wings of the chembim covered the mercy­
seat as though ,guarding the' holiness of God from the touch . 
of sinful men (.E;xod. 25:17-21; Heb. 9,:,5). But the blood 
indicated ·that expiation had been made for sin, and so life, 

.rather than death, was 'bestowed upon priest and peQple. 
The High Priest must enter the holy of. holies a second 

time in a similar manner, carrying the blood of the goat 
which had been slain as a sin-offering for the people. Thus' 
would he make atonement for himself, his house, th~ holy 
place, 'the tabernacle, the outer cour.t and -the whole congre-
gation of Israel. . _ 

The ceremony of the two- goats is significaJit. The goat 
for the sin-offering represented the means of atonement­
death for sin; the scapegoat represented the effect of atone­
ment-the removad. of the sin for' which expiation had been 
m'ad. The Hebrew 'Word translated "scapegoat" is proib­
ably derived from a root meaning 'remove.". Symbolically 
Aaron' must lay upon the goat "all the iniquities of the chil­
dren of Israel, and,all their transgressions in all their sins", 
and the 'goat iWas then sent 8IW'ay- into the wilderness, never 
to ibe seen again. Christ .bore the penalty of our sins and 
also removed' them f·t;Om us, separating us for ever from 
them, and separating them from us (.Psa. 193:12; Isa. 38:17; 
Micah 7:19; He'b. 10:17). 

The rams for the iburnt-offerings were slain upon the altar 
afterwards. Since the blood. of the sin-offerings - had been 
taken into the most hO'ly place, their flesh must 1IiOt be eaten, 
hut must be entirely. consumed by fire outside the camp 
(Lev. 6:30),. 

, 
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A CHAPTER FROM SPURG,EON'S "ECCENTRIC 
PREACHERS" 

. EDWARD TAYLOR 1793-1871 

a judge of vivacity of manner, and power of style, no bet;' 
ter critic . could :be fOWld. 

Mr. Taylor's first regular recognized official holding-forth 
was before a quarterly Methodist Conference, assembled to 
test his qualifications. It has been reported that upon this 

·We would now introduce "Father Taylor," the Sailor occasion he had the coolness to select as his text the words, 
Preacher of Boston. Not Father Taylor of California, who is "By the life of Pharaoh, surely ye are spies;" but his 
a younger man, Ibut Edward ,Taylor, of the Bethel-the man biographer says that although those words mi.ght have been 
whom Charles Dickens thus described in his "American worked into the sermon, the real text was a more humlble 
Notes":- ibut equally sing:u:lar one, "I pray thee, let me live." He 

"T.he only preacher I heard in Boston was Mr. Taylor, adds, that the triers saw that his fervour and talents were 
who addres~ himself ,peculiarly to seamen, and who was more than an offset for his defects; and in answer to his 
once a lllI8riner himself. I found his chapel do\YD among the prayer, they "let him live." We do not see how they could 
shipping, in one of the narrolW, old, waterside streets, with have done othel'lWise, for no Conference would have ~ee~ 
a gay blue flag waving freely from its roof. The preacher strong enoug'h to kill him. 
looked a weat.iler-lbeaten, hard-featured man, of about six After itinerating for some few.years, the man and his 
or eight and fifty; with deep lines graven as it were into mission met, 'and F'ath~r Taylor took up his abode in Boston, 
his face, dark hair, and a stern, . keen eye. Yet the general as minister of the Methodist Episcopal Chu:reh, specially set 
character of ·his cOWltenance was pleasant and agreeable. apart to labour among sailors. His chapel, at first, held 
His text was, 'Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- about five hundred hearers, and was immediately filled to its 
ness, leaning upon her· ibeloved?' utmost capacity. He began in 1828 in fUihl. revival vigOlUr, 

"He handled this text in alLl kiinds of ways, and twisted it frequently preaching four times a day. To rum· it never 
into all man·ner of shapes; ,but always ingeniously, and with occurred to ,polish his style, and prune 8IWay its power: he' 
a r.ude eloquence, well ,adapted to the comprehension of his spoke as his hear:t prompted him, and worked as the Holy 
hearers. ,Indeed, If I be not mistaken, he studied their sym- Spirit moved him. He did work enou·gh for two men, and 
pathies and understandings much more than the display of had a dOUlble blessing upon it. In a very short time Boston 
his own powers. His imagery was all drawn from the sea, felt his power, and its wealth and its culture were at his 
and from the incidents of a seaanan's life; and was often feet as well as its poverty and· roughness. A noble Bethel 
remarkably good. He spoke to them of '.that glorious man, was ,built for him, a house of large dimensions, a fit sphere 
Lord N.elson,' and of 'Collingmood; and drew nothing in, as for his operations, and ,by his soul-stirring ministry he made 
the saying is, ,by the head and shoulders, but brought it to "the Bethel" famous in all lands. 
bear -upon his purpose, naturally, and ·with a sharp mind to It was not at alLl ,wonderful that sailors especially, and 
its effect. Sometimes, when much excited with his subject, other classes of the community in proportion, should flock 
he had an odd way of taking his great quar.to Biblie Wlder to hear Mr. Taylor, for he was a man of great human sym­
his arm and ·pacing up and down the pulpit with it; looking pathies, manly, bold, honest, childlike and outspoken;· and, 
steadily down, meantime, into the midst of the congregation. withal, a man on fire with love to Ohrist and perishing souls. 
Thus, when he applied his text to the first assemblage of His preaching never could -be dull, the inten·se white heat of 
his hearers, and ,pictured ·the wonder of the church at their . his nature prevented that. He was terribly in earnest, and 
presumption in forming a congregation among themselves, commanded the· attention of all around him for that ver.y 
he stopped -short wi,th his Bible under his arm and pursued l'eason. No ideas of propriety, or notions of delJicacy, hung 
his discourse after this manner:.....,... - about him li-ke fetters: he spoke to sailors, not to squeamish 

"'Who are these, who are they, who are these fellows? composities, and to "the sons of Zebu-lon" he poured out his 
where do they come from? 'Where are they going to? great heart in a homeLy eloquence, which was all on flame. 
Come from! What's the answer?' leaning. out of the pul- . One who heard him in 18·35 said af him-"His eloquence was 
pit, and ·pointing downward with his right hand: 'From marvellous: his control over the audience seemed almost 
below!' startin·g ·back again, and looking at the sailors be- absolute. Tears and smiles chased each other over our faces, 
fore him: 'From ·below, my hrethren, from under the hatches like the rain and sunshine of an April day. He had one of 
of sin, battened down above you by the evil one. That's the most brilliant imaginations that ever sparkled and byrn­
where you come from!' a walk up and dOlWn the pUiLpit: 'and ed. His sermon was all poetry, ·though it came in bursts 
where are you going?' stopping abruptly; 'where are you and jets of flaane. It was· like the dance of the aurora,· 
going? Aloft!' very soDtly, and pointing upward: 'Aloft!' changing aU the while from si.Iver flame to pUl'lple, and back 
louder: 'Aloft!' lo:uder still: 'TIl'at'·s where you are going,· agadn. But the secret of his magnetic ,power ~y in his over­
with a fair wind, all taut ando trLm, steering direct for flowing sympathies, that leaped over all barriers, and had no 
heaven in its glory, where there are· no : storuns or foul regard for ·time or place. There was II!O wall of formality 
weather, and where the wicked cease from troubling and between him and his hearers, any more .than i~ he were talk­
the weary are at rest.' Another walk: 'That's where you're ing to each one of us in a private room. He would single 
going to, my friends. That's it. That's the place. That's out· a person in his audience, and talk to him in.dividually, 
the port. '.l1hat's the haven. It's a 'blessed ha~bour-still with the same freedom as if he met him in the street. 'Ah! 
~ater there, in aILl changes of t~e ~nds and tides; no driv- my jolly tar,' ~urning·to a sailor who happened at that mo­
mg ashore upon the rocks, or slIppmg your ca:bles and, run-. ment to catch his eye, 'here you are, in po.rt again; God 
ning out to sea, there: Peace,· peace, peace, all peace'. bless you! See to your helm, and, you wiU reach a fairer 
.Another walk, and putting the Bible under his left arm: . port by and by. Hark! don't you hear the 'bells of heaven 
'What! these fellows are.coming from the ·wilderness, are over the sea?'" 
they? Yes. From the dreary, blighted wilderness of in-
iquity, whose only crop is ·death .. But do thE}y lean upon The ludicrous was allowed consdderlllble play in his dis­
anything-do they lean upon nothmg, these poor seamen?' courses, and we think rightly so. rJ.'0 the pure mind, none of 
Three raps up~m the Bible: 'Ah, yes. Yes. They lean· upon the powers of our manhood are common or unclean. Hu.mDur 
the arm of their ibeloved,' three more raps: '·upon the arm can ,be consecrated, and should be. We grant that it is a 
of their beloved·,'-three more, and a walk: 'PiILot, guiding po~r difficult to manage; but when it is under pro.per con­
star, and compass all in one, .to aU hands-here it is'-three trol, it more than repays . for all the laibour spent upon it. 
more: 'Here it is. They can do their seaman's duty man- Children do sad damage with gunpawder; but what a foree 
fully, and 'be· easy in their minds in the utmost peril and it is when a wise man directs its ener.gy. IMr. Taylor made 
dan'ger, with this'-bwo more: 'They can. come, even these men laugq that they might weep. He touched. one natural 
poor fellows can come, from ,the wilderness leamng on the chord, that he mi'ght .be ruble to touch. another; .whereas, 
arm of their beloved, and· go up-up-up,' l'aising his hand some preachers are so unnatural themselves, that the. human 
higher and. higher, at every repetition of the word, so that· he nature of their hearers refuses to subject itselrf to their 
stood with it at last stretched albove his 'head, regarding operations. 0 ye who are evermore ·decorously dun, oefore 
them in a strange rapt manner, and pressinj!' "the book trium- ye judge a man whose loving ministry. conducted thousands 
phantly to his breast, until he gradUlally suibsided into some to the skies, think how immeasul'&:bly above you all he S9ar­
other portion of his discourse." ed, and rememiber that with all his violatioil1s of you·ri 

We are not so enamoured of Charles Dickens as to con- . wretched regulations, he was one whom the ;Lord delighted 
sider his verdict upon a preacher to be of any materiaili conse- to honour. Farthing c'andles radl at the sun for his spots, 
quence with reference to the man's real usefulness: but as \ while .they cannot ,be sure that those spots are not excessive 
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lIght; ,and may be .quitesure of another thing, that, spots 
or no spots, ten thousand such glimmers as theirs are not 
worthy to be compared :with the stray beams of the great 
orb of day. " , ' . 

" At the prayer-meetings F'ather Taylor, like a father in his 
family, cast off a.11 restraint, and unveiled his inner nature 
with childlike unguardedness. One of his most remarkable 
displays of ,this kind was after an address by 'a visitor, who 
related the death of a very wic.ked man, willo was blown up 
a few d'ays before in a !powder ,mill at Wilmington. He 
came down crushed and mangled, and gave his heart to God; 
and naw who would not say with the holy man of old, "Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like ibis" F'ather Taylor rose at once. "I.don't want any' 
trash brought unto this altar. 1 hope none of my people 
caLculate on serving the dewl all their lives and cheating 
him lW,ith 1iheir .dying ·breath. Don't look fonward to honour­
ingGod by giving him ,the last snuff of an ex.piting candle. 
,Perhaps you never will be blown up in a powder~mill." "That 
holy man," he continued; "th'Bit we iheard of was Balaam, the 
meanest s'ooundred mentioned in the Old Testament or the 
New. And naw 1 hope we shall never hear anything more 
from Balaam, nor from his ass." 

His 'Own ,prayers, were nrore like the uttera:nces of 'an 
Oriental, abounding in imagery, than a son of these colder 
western cHmes. Think of ibis prayer at the deltication of a 
new church :-'!If any man attemtPts to sow heresy in this 
pulpit, or to preach aught but Christ and him crucified, 
Lord drive him out of the house and sweep his tracks off .the 
floor." The -Sunday .before he was to sail for Europe, he 
was ,entreating the 'Lord to care well for his church' during 

. his absence. All at once he stopped and ejaculated, "What 
have 1 done '1 Distr~ust the Providence of heaven! A God 

that gives a whale a ton of .herrings for a breakfast, will he 
not care for my children?" and then went on, closing his 
prayer in a more confiding strain. , ' 

"His work in one poouliar field is not .generally knawn. 
Living 'at the North 'End, near the IOlWest haunts of vice, he 
:was often called to attend the death-lbeds of abandoned 
women. Protected by his eccentricity and his purity alike 
from a:ny shadow of suspicion, he aJlWays obeyed· such a 
summons. At 'aU 'hours of the day or night he visited the 

'foulest 'haunts of crime 'in this no:ble service; never'with one 
'harsh word for the fallen, never with any apology for ·their 
crime. He received many warnings against venturing on 
sucih errands. The only notice that he ever took of them 
was to lay aside his cane, which was elsewhere his constant 
companion, ibut which he never took :with him w;ben he 
visited the cellars 'and garrets of North Street. This was 
simple courage in the Ohristi'an soldier; bllt it was a,lso 
the wisest prudence." 

It grieves one's heart to relate that after many years of 
glori.ous service Father Taylor :faded away;by deg:rees dur­
ing. ten long years; losing slowly a111 his powers. It was 'as 
the· .Lord would have it; !but to drift about as a poor hulk, 
with the armament removed, and the light . iii. the' binnacle 
extinguished, was very grieVoOlUs both to the old man and 
to his friends. -

,So .passed away one whom, Emerson caned one of the 
two' greatest poets of the United ,st;ates. He 'was a Pedo­
'baptist, ,an Arminian, and a man of a thousand mvergences 
from· our line. of othings, which we believe to be mOre Scrip­
tural than niSi but, for all. that, upon the coffin of a good 
man and true, with no ·.grudging hand we cast a funeral 
wreath, and' say, . "Would God there were others to fiU his 
place'!" . 
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