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THE BRITISH EMPIRE AT WAR 
The inevitable has. ·come to pass-we are at war! 

Unspeakably ·horrible 'as it is, we !beHeve it is scar-cely 
more terrilble than the tension of the last two or three 
years. The' main thing- now is ,to see' that it is prop­
erly finished. To thLs end unite.d and efficient' action 
is necessary in ·aJ.l pal'ts of the Empire. We must be 

dred.s of thousan.ds of Jives. We need men who. are 
ablE! to discern the signs of the times-in short the 

·pr.udeIit man who can foresee the evil, and bide himself 
and o.thers. . -

THE ATHENIA TORPEDOED 
careful, however, to see that efficiency is not. S'acrificed AU the world knows of .the torpedoing of the Donald-
to anything that is called ~nity. The ;progress of . son Liner S.S. Atkenia; and,' outside of 'Germany, all. 
events w.nI discover neW men in unsuspected places, the w,orld .has been ·s'ho.cked by tfue news~ We need 
and no dou'bt will require the retirement of some men .repeat nothing of the ,horror of it, which has been pro­
now in high places. AM departments o.f State in claimed by newspaper and radio to li-steni,ng miUions 
,these d'ays need to be in the hands of m~n who . know again and again. We refer to it only to say that Hitler 
how flo ,make IU.p their minds, and who have courage to and his aides ought to be indicted f.or murder, no.t o.n 
face the conseq·uences. of their own decisions. A pol- account of the Athenia only, for they are responsible 
'icy of "wait and see" thre'atened'ourdestruction in the for thousands of o'tfuer killings w:hi'ch were just as 
early stages of the Great War, ·and, -to use Linco,ln's much murder as the destruction of life in the -sinking 
famous figure, 'We were ,forced ·to· ,"swap horses" even of k· .the At enta. . 
in the middle of thel. stream. We hope i,t may no.t be We 'l!,ave ·said it before the war bega'n; we say it 
necessary to repeat that .somewhat hazardous action, again: we earnestly ho.pe .that Hitler and his aides will 
but.it is better to risk "·swapping .bors·es" than to a,c.ce.pt be brought to -justice ·as common' ,criminals, and execut-
defeat. ed as they deserve .• 

No one is·competent to judge of any man's fitness for The sinking of the Atk~nia wa.s as stupid as it was 
leadershi'p in .such critical .hours dn adv·ance of. cir- ruth,less. News of it 'has'fined: the mind.s of men the 
cumstances which infallibly ·reveal men'·s qualities. In· world around :wi.th feelings of indescr.ibable revulsion -
the ar.my, dn the navy" in ·the ,air, in administrative and ·repr,obation; Countless millions now feel that kill­
po.sitions, in the governments of the Dominions, and of ing would be no. murder 'Were HiUe,r the victim of the 
Great ,Br~t~in its~lf, events w.iU 'show what i,s in men. sword. P'resident· Wilso.n cou.n.sel,led the Americans as 

There seems to. be universal satisfaction over the in- indiyiduals to Ibe bnlP:arrtial even in thought in the last 
clusion of Winston .churchill 'and Anthony Eden in the war. President Roosevel,t has not given 'slOch foolish 
Calbinet. But the ·man who ~as the longest and most counsel-men canno.t be neutral in thought where moral 
successf.u,l record of experience in ju.st such an .emer- .' issues are .concerned. No.twitfustanding President 'Wil­
gency as now faces the world-Mr. Doavid Lloyd son's counsel, ho.wever, the United States· wail forced 
George-has no.t been called to a Cabinet position. He into war. And unless the war is finis'hed' in a month 
is still much yo.unger than Clemenceau was when he or 'two, the U.nited States, in defense of ·her o.wn citi­
was recalled to ·the premiership of Fran.ce, when; in zens, 'and of her own honour, :will. be drawn into it. And 
cooperation with Mr. navid Lloyd George, he proved no power on earth' Co.u·ld ibeat Britain, France, and the 
to.be France'ssav·iour. Before the war· is finiS'hed we United States, combined •. 
predict Mr; 'Lloyd ,George will be called to. bear a fairly -
large _share of responsibility for its prosecution. 

Be that a8 it may, inevitably many changes will corne, 
and we may well pray that they may always be for 
the Ibest. Men qualified for leadersh,ip at such times 
are no.t ·men wh.o become wise only 'after the event, 
however dexterous they may be in changing their 
whole policy. In war such after:sight may cost hun-' 

~. 

NEUTRALITY 
Wiar a,lways provokes discussions about neutralitY. 

In all such matters we have .fol"med the habit of con­
sulting our supreme Authority"':-'the Bihle. It occurred 
to .os, therefore, that it migh.t be'uselful'to see what the 
Bi,ble ''has to say ·about ·neutrality. J.t wiU' ap,pear at 
oli·ce that there must be different .kinds and different ., 

,. 
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degrees ,of neutrality. Here is one from ,the book of 
Proverbs: "He 'that passetq by, and meddleth with 
-strife belonging not to ·hlm, is like one that taketh, a 
dog by the ears;'. That means, we should say, that in 
a strife which does -not ,belong to one by any link of 
kinship, material ,interest, or ·moral obligation, a wise 
man will stand apart and no.t meddle wjth it. This, we . 
·should caU ·a justifiable neutrality. Where the cause 
of strife concerns nobody but those who are directly 
engaged in it; when, for example ,there i.s contention 
between if·riends or relatives, ibetween husband ·and wife, 
or between any two or more people, over a matter whJch 
belongs to the disputants ·alone, meddling by a· third 
p~rty invariably only adds fuel to the fl'ame, and makes 
matters worse than ever. F'lurthel'Dlore, the person. so 
med.dling is as .cerlain to be bitten· ·as the one who takes· 
a dog by the ears. ' 

~ut there. is another kind of strife respecting wh.ich 
no ()ne c'an afford to be neutl'al, where principles of 
lIight ·and wrong are con.cerned, where a line i·s clearly 
drawn between righteousness and unrighteousness, which 
may -be as thin as a raz,or's edge, .so that one must stand 
()n one ,side or the other. To that necessity our Lord 
points when He said: "He that is not with me is· 
against me".-

In the beginning of ·weh confli,ct as that now ragIng, 
jt is natural for nations not immediately co,n.cerned, 
and in some cases it may ,be desirable also, to en­
deavour to maintain ,a neutral position. But as it pro­
gresses the.....principles at issue ·hav~. a ,way of applying 
themselv~s to people everywhere 80 'as to cOlIllPel others· 
to take sides, ,If a fire star·ts in a l.ittle room of some­
body's house where it is easily extingu,ished by one of 
the inm.ates with a pail of water, it i,s nobody else's 
,business that there has been ·a fire there at a.ll. But There is ·sometimes a 'strilfe over .confli-cting national 

interests -in w.hich no clearly-defined mora:l principle is 
at ·stake, and w·here no principle; affecting the IJfe of 
other nations is ·at issue. It may be a dispute affec·ting 
cond·itioDis o.f trade, or !Other material interests, whic'h 
no oDIe can .settle but the disputants them.selves. Wjse 
·statesmanship would recognize that su.ch a ·conflict may· 
,best be localize.d by those not belonging to it refusing 
to meddle with it. 

. w.hen it spreads to other rooms, and Ibreaks through the 
r:ooif, and threatens to ·set -every house on the street 
on fire, ·and dn some cases, per.h8lps, threatens the de- _ 
struction of the whole town or ;city, the fire ceases to 
be an .individual matter, and calls all hand·s to the 
pumps to extinguish it. 

We have known other situationos w,here declarations 
of neutrality ,would h-aV'e done ·much to preserve and 
even .to restore p~ace. If :Mr.s. Somebody should de­
clare war on all recognJzed or unrecognizable can()ns 
of sartori'al :harmony by ,decking -her.seLf in a coa,t of 
many coloJlrs, everyone of w.hich i·s' at -war with aU 
the rest, what a Iblessingit would be if Mrs. Next-Door­
Neighbour would resolve upon a policy of strict and 
silent neutrality, and determine soverei.gnly ·and irre-. 
V'Ocaibly that it was none of her bu.sine.ss ·w·hat her 
neighbour wore! Or, when two people elect to enter 

No one will be better pleased than Britain, France, 
and Po.Jand, should the present flare-up be quickly ex­
tingui'shed. But if it sets a continent ablaze, and 
spreads its ~arks to the rest of the world it w.m be 
everybody's business to help extinguisn it, except, of 
course, the looters who hope. to .profit by it. But 
·Christian people, where right and wrong is concerned, 
can never be neutral .in thought, for as they are "for" 
Christ, they must be against everything that is against 
lIiTD. . 

SPE,OU.LATIVE MILLENNIALISM 
into a life-partnership which, to aU observer.s but the Next.,to the pl'ague of Modernism itself, p'erhaps noth­
two· peo,ple themselves, seems to involve a declaration ing 'has done .greater injury to the cause of EvangeUcal 
of war on every principle 'Of n·atural affinity ·and suit- Christian.ity than the fifty-seven varieties of specula­
ability, what a blessing it would be if every.body would tive Millennialism, which so often assumes the title of 
reverse the provel'lbial saying,' "It. is their funeral" and Fundamentalism. ·The bjbUcal teaching.s respecting the 
make it to stand, "It is their marriage"; and therefore ultimate destiny, both ·of believers and unbeliever.s 
speak only as neutrals!" Of course, if any two such per- have been made, to give p.Jace to speculative discus: 
sons expect everybody to be neutral~ or, as President . sion's about the Millennium: whether Christ is to come 
Wil8'On would have put it "impartial even in their !before or after the MiJ.lennj1um;· w.hether the saints are 
thought" they must not themselves violate the righ,ts to be raptured before or after the great triibul·ation; 
of neutrals by arranging a wedding In .su·ch a way that and w,hether the alleged r:apture bef()re the tr.ibulati()n 
presents would be exJpe.ct"e.d, .for that wou,ld necessarily i,s to includ·e all tl}~ saints, or whether it i.s to be ·a "sel­
involve the showing of partiality! It would compel a ective" rwpture;' what is to happen during the Mmen­
breach of the .laws of neutrality, and OJPen the flood- .nium; what is Armageddon, and where is it to be 
gates for a -geneml war of .conflicting opinions. ,fought; ·the future of the Jews, etc., etc., etc.-in re-

By extension the principle iWiJl be seen to apply to ·spect, to ·8011 these ma'bters there 'are about as many 
many 'spheres of strictly individual concern, the bound- . views as the f:amous adver.ti-sed fifty-seven varieties. 
arioes of w·hi,eh carelful ·neutra.ls wiU conscientiously re- Nothing ,cou.J.d possibly be more· confusing, to the 
frain from .crossing. A neutraI.ity; that. would compel minds of young Christians, particularJy; or, indeed, to 
us all to m~nd()ur own business instead of meddling 'all· who love our Lord -in Isjncerity and in tlluth, a,nd 
with that of other people, wou.ld be most useful. We' who desire to -walk by the aurt'11ority. of the ;word of 
recommend this consideration to aJ.l who are disposed. God. Noth.ing we Ibelieve ,has done· so much to con­
to ,critical "gossip or fault...ofinding of any sort. It might tr~bute to this general oConfusion as the fantastic 
,be weH to cultivate. the ,habit of having a rejoinder eschatol,ogy of the Scofield Bible-shot through, we are 
ready ,for anyone Who would ·attempt to draw us into' convinced with downright heresies of the gravest sort_ 
any kind of critical warfare, Ibeing prepared always to We y.ield to no one in our ,conv~ction of the div.ine in­
an.swer on that matter, "I am strictly neutral; and as Ispiration of every w()rd ,of the origin:al Scriptures, and 
my neutrality compels ·my own ·sjlence, it equaJly forces the supreme a.uthority 'Of the Bible as the Word of God. 
me to refuse to -listen to other:s." (Co7l.tinued on page 7) 

.;., 

."'\ 

1t--____________ ~ZR.--· .. L_ ______ ~ ________ ~ ____ ~ ... -77.'~ •• ~~ ________________ ~ 



, . 

l 

September 7, 1939 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (179) 3 

"WATCHMAN, WHAT· OF THE NIGHT?" 

A SennOll by the Pastor, pro T. T. Shields· 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday. Evening, Sep.tember 3rd, 1939 

, (Stenographically Reported) 
"'fihe bUrden of Dumah. He calleth to me ou.t of Seir, WiLtc:hman, what of the night? 

Watchman, .what of the night? . 
'''111e watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the ni~t: if ye will inquire, 

inquire ye: 'return, come."-Isaiah 21 :11, '12. . ' 

N'o 'thoughtful, reflective, man or woman can possibly national life should be forgotten or submerged, and free­
be without a feelip.g of deep concern in view of present- Iy and entirely subordinated to the cause of national 
conditions in. the world .. I suppose those of us .who live' unity. I hope we may ignore aU political and racial dis­
under the British flag have been particularly anxious. tinctio~s, the land of our birth, or the race of our origin, 
Many of us have very vivid recollections of the last war; and reckon ourselves to be, all of us, Canadians--or better 
and I have a good deal of sympathy with those w·ho have still, for the purposes of this war, British Canadians. 
tried to persuade themselves that such· a tragedy could All the resources of the nation, the human and mate­
not be repeated within the lifetime of one generation. rial resources, and, if- I may make the distinction for 
And yet I believe that those who know anything 'of the the sake of clarity, the moral resources of the nation, 
teaching of the Word of· God have never been carried ought to be mobilized in order to enable this country to 
away by the plausible prophecies of men that we had make the maximum effort in assisting to win the war. 
emerged from. and passed forever beyond such a "jungle" I hope and believe, that the women of this generation 
metho~ of settling disputes as war. will emulate the ·splendidly heroic example of the women 

We begin this conflict with some great advantages during the last ,war; and I would beg all women.in the 
over the position the Empire occupied ~t the, beginning interests of righteousness and of world-order, and of 
of the last war. While the issue was clear to many from human IibertY.in general,. to do nothing to .hinder, but 
the beginning even at that time, there were no such everything possible to encourage your men-let me make 
facilities then as there are now for acquainting the mil- it personal, your men to enlisi" even in the most hazard-

, lions of every detail of the British effort to avert war. ous form of :wa~ service. 
Today we are under .no necessIty of arguing the right: We in Canada are singularly ·favoured in that by our 
eousness of our cause. That must be apparent to every geographical .position we are at least temporarily im­
person of moral intelligence .throughout ,the world. If mune to the danger which momentarily threatens the 
Hitler were to be permitted to .work out his own will, peoples of Britain and France, and which the people of 
or "even'. to continue' in life, there could be no logical Poland are even now suffering. Tha"t ought, however, 

" justification for the maintenance 'of any judicial system to make us the more courageous in that we have time 
whatsoeyer. For it is no exaggeration to say that the for thought and for still. fuller prepara1;ion. 
worst cri.minal in any P!!nitentiary, even the man in a Canada, with practical unanimity will stand behind 
death-cell awaiting execution, might be considered the government. I have been listening to news flashes 
worthier to be permitted to Iive'than Hitler. from London and elsewhere. I was gratffied by the 

Whatever reservations any· of us may· have had as to utterance of Prime Minister Mackenzie King, and of ,his 
the wisdom of Britain's long patience with Germany, it ministers associated with him in ·broadcasts late this 
has at least served- this purpose: it has demonstrated afternoon. We in Canada, just 'as much as the people 
to the whole world our pacific intentions. No country in England, are now at war. There is not the shadow 
could possibly have made greater efforts t6' avert war. of ~ doubt as to what the Parliament of Canada will do 
While I have often questioned the wisdom of the course on .Thursday. I am sure that all parties will unite as 
pursued, as those of you who worship here. know. I on~. man, and that a united House will sanction all pro­
would like to pay this tribute to the Prime Minister of posals which the Government may make, and clothe the 
Great Britain, that it would have been impossible for Government with all necessary auth·ority 'for the vigor-

. any mortal man ·to have made any greater effort for the ous and ,!uccessful prosecution of the war.'· From this day 
. maintenance of peace than Mr. Chamberlain has ·done. . forward we are' all soldiers, whether we wear uniform 

It had· been hoped for a long time that the "malady of or not. Every loyal British heart must throb in sym­
Nazi-ism afflicting Germany might yield to some form pathy witli those who keep the gates against the enemy, 
of medical treatment, 01'· diplomatic massage. It ·has now by sea, and land, and in the air. Canada, in this hour 
become patent to all the world that iUs a deadly cancer of peril, will do as nobly as she did in the last war. 
which will yield orily to the knife. Britain has made a - With the profoundest regret that any such course is 
wise choice, choosing the surgeon rather than the under- . now necessary I trust we shall all face forward, that no 
taker. As His Majesty the King said to-day, if this word of discouragement will ever pass our lips. No 
sort of thing were permitted to continue, there could be matter how long it takes, no matter what the cost, I am 
security and ·peace to 'no one in the world. We should sure that Britain, and France, and heroic Poland, wiII 

. all live under the bondage of fear. Better surely to die never sheathe the sword' until Nazi-ism is annihilated. 
8S free men, than live. as anybody's slaves! I repeat what I said last Sunday evening, that in the 

We have come to a time when all differences in our last months of the last war in late October. or early 

- ., -" 



4 (180) September 7, 1939 

November, when the armistice was first mooted, I was trust, "There is dynamite in it." -It fs the very word 
supplying in Spurgeon's Tabernacle, and I ventured then from which we get our word dynamite. The very dyna­
to saY that Britain, and the world, would rue the day mic of God! The power of God is in it. 
if and when peace terms were discussed anywhere out- S h . . . . 
side of Berlin I do not believe they will be discussed ~'. 0 w en we look at the prInciples of SCripture, prln-
anywhere else' this time. However, we dare not, on the. clples of righteousness, I can tell you what the fruit of 
ground of mere human opinion, or human prescience, it will be.. A seedsman who knows a certain seed may. 
attempt to predict what a day or an hour may bring say, "If you soW' it you will have a harvest of certain 
forth. fruit." Well, "the work of rig,hteousness shall be peace"; 

Now let us turn to the Word of the Lord: "The burden 
of Dumah. He' calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, 
what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The 
watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: 
if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come." 

This, admittedly, is a somewhat obscure passage, and 
yet I think in principle, it is sufficiently clear to yield us 
useful instruction and inspiration. 

I. 

and there can never be peace but where righteousness 
has been sown; "and the effect of righteousness," the 
ultimate effect of, it ,is "quietness and assurance for 
ever." 

And so, we may be asked, as watchmen, "What of the 
night?" ·And not vainly is the question put to us. Mr. 
Chamberlain said, it; his Majesty the King said it, that 
these principles of righteousness must prevail. We do 
not say when, but ultimately, ~n the long reach of things, 
he who takes the side of righteousness, takes the winning 
side. 

There is a sense in which THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN OLD 
TESTAMENT DAYS WITH THEIR PROPHETIC MINISTERS, AND There is a prophetic element also in every precept 0/ 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN OUR DAY WITH THEIR PROP,HETIC the gospel, WI. every comm~nd. So.m.etimes you and I are 
MINISTRY, WERE AND ARE AS WATCHMEN SET UPON THE required to-I will not say attempt-to essay the ap­
WALLS, WHO SEE THINGS HIDDEN FROM OTHER EYES. But parently i.mpossible. "Speak to the children of "Israel, 
what competence has one -man whatever his experience, that they 'go forward." But they cannot; they have no 
or training, whatever his natural aptitudes, what com- ships; it is impossible. But it is not impossi-ble when 
petence has he to see more than others see, or to give God commands it, f~r implied in the precept is the 
warnings or 'words of comfort which may not be given prophecy that God will make a way. In your private 
by anyone else? Are ministers endowed with any kind life, in your bl,lsiness affairs, or now in your larger 
of spiritual clairvoyance, which enables them. to pene- national and international ,relations, when you find as a 
trate beneath the surface of, things, an,d see things hid- Christian that you are required to make strict applica­
den from ordinary eyes? I ,think not. People come to tions of the principles of your profession, to life and 
me sometimes, sometimes they write to me, to tell me 'conduct as an indiv:idual, in all the relationships of life, . 
of visions they have had. i am never impressed. even in your ;relationship, to the state, and all the obliga-

A visiting English preachert~ld ~e that .he heard a .tions that are implied in that relationship.:-I say, when -
noted English pteacher shock a very sedate Keswick any precept of the gospel is involved, you will find wrap­
audience one day not long since, when essaying a certain . 'ped up in it the prophetic p~mise that God will see y?u 
interpretation of some difficult passage he prefaced his through. Oh, y.e~, the prom·~8e8 0/ God are proph88~e8 
interpretation by saying, "Now I dare say some. of you '. too. ~ have anbclpated that. ~~d alway~-~h,. h?w. shall 
:will not agree with what I am about to say." Then with I put.lt-;-wraps up all the ~uahbes ~f J?elty In HIS Word~ 
almost a note·of impatience, and some of the very 'sedate . Go~ .IS In HIS Word: ~ ThiS Bo~k ~~ Inbreathed b~ th~ 
people thought almost of irreverence, he said, "If you SPlrlt of God, ~y H,!m Who said, Let ~her~ be light. 
don't agree. with me, for heaven's sake, don't write me." and there was hght. And He, can say It still. The.re-
I say "Amen" to that. I have 'a very efficient secretarial fore we may, by a study o~ God s Word, know some~hlng 
staff, but they number something less than a hundred !of t~e future. One asks, What about the ~rophecte8 0/. 
., . .. Scnpture?" WeH, there are some propheCies about the 

No, no. we speak With authority o~ly as we ~xpou~d interpretation of which there can,' I think, be no two 
the Word.of ~od, and . even then t~a~ Inter~retat!on Will . opinions,-for example, the fact that Jesus is coming 
be auth.o~ltabv~ to .you only as It IS. ~erbfied In your again. That is a prophecy. If one should ask me whether 
own sp~r~t~al Intelhgence by the Spmt of God .. The . or not He is coming, I do not need time to consider my 
responslblhty rests upon every one of us to ,know, for answer. I answer, Yes; He is bound to come. There 
oursel~es.. . .. . is no question about it." There may be differences of 

HaVIng. saId that by way of safegu:'lr~Ing my poslb~n, opinion as to how and when He will come, but there can 
l~t me pOl.nt .out to you t~at every pnnc~ple of the Sc".p- 'be no question as to the fact. Be as emphatic and dog­
ture has ~n ~t a pro,Phettc e~ement. Ju.st as. the chem~st matic as you like about the prophecies concerning which 
can analyse certaIn elements and infallibly predIct there can be no doubt. Be cautious and charitable to­
how they, under certain circumstances, will act and ward 'others in respect to those prophecies concerning the 
react, singly or in combination; somewhat similarly it ·ultimate interpretation of which there may legitimately 
is possible for us to examine the principles of God's ,be a difference of opinion. But the point I make is this. 
revealed Word, and see therein certain potentialities that the Word of God does forecast the future. We ar~ 
which inevitably will produce certain results. . not left in darkness: we are filled with light. We have 

"I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ"-the not to go groping into the future like a blind man. "The 
"gospel of -Christ"! We read of "the word of the truth of children of this world are in their generation wiser than 
the gospel". There is a sense in which that includes the . the 'children of light'''? Very often that passage is, I 
whole Bi-ble"for it ,i'B-what? An abstraction? A mental think, misinterpreted; it is assumed that the man of 
concept ? No! It is the dynamite of God. . The apostle business, the shrewd financier, the milD who is' able to 
Paul, as an expert, 'examining it in the lig·ht of ·the . take advantage of others, is a very wise man, 'but that 
Spirit, said of this gospel with which he was put in the ordinary Christian is about seven-eighths of a simple-
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ton. 1 do not believe it. The passage should be inter­
preted as_ ironical. God did not give us the Word of 
truth, and the Spirit of truth, and the promise that He 
would lea"d us into all the truth, to leave us at last, dull 
and stupid, in the presence of an event like that which . 
faces us to-day. No, no; I believe the pulpit, and the 
Church of Christ, to-day should have a voice. 1 believe 
every true minister of Christ is ~ watchman; and he 
ought-to have a message concerning ~hings which·he sees 
through the medium of Scripture. , 

1 shall not say, "I told you so." 1 shall put if 'lnother 
way:' 'God's' Word told·you so. 1 know that oul .fodern­
istic friends of various types and degrees have' ~en pro­
posing to 'cure the world's woes by the. mergin: ?f oppo­
sites in various magic unions. 'But no one wit:_~an op~n 
Bible would believe that we had reached the end of wars. 
Why? Watchmen can see things that other people do 
not see. 

How naturally we open our minds, how readily we 
extend hospitality to something that is welcome to our 
predilectio.ns! You' heard to-day that the German Iinez: 
Bremen was captured, did you not? When 1 heard that, 
1 said, "Good!" Thanks to'Uncle Sam for detaining it for. 
thirty-six hours. But alas r the report was cori~radicted 
after a while. They said there was n'o authentic news 
about it. But if she is not ~afe home she will be captured 
yet.' 1 give you that as a prophecy, not as a preacher, 
but just as a Britisher. If she is captured it will be 

'due to her detention for thirty-six hours in New York. 
o:.>May Uncle Sam contiilue that br~nd of neutrality! . 
. But we must be ready to face things that are not palat­
able to us. The watchman must have courage and faith­
fulness to declare the whole counsel of God. And let me 
teli you something as a watchman: we did not provoke 
the war. We are not to be blamed for bringing it on 
either'in Canada or in Britain. But do not let anyone 
suppose that this nation o~ Britain has lived a life that 
is well-pleasing to God. We hav~ disregarded God's 
Word. . Tne contempt in which religion 'has been held 
for so long, the recent tide of 'lawlessness everywhere 
in this land, in. yours Doctor Pettingill, and in England, 
the God Who is a God of truth, and without iniquity, (. 
must take account of. And we need not suppose that 
as a nation we are getting anything more than we have 
merited. 1 remember reading· a remark in one of Mr: 
Spurgeon's sern:tons years ago to this effect, that every­
thing short of hell .is mercy for us all. 

Oh, that we may ·learn the lesson in these' days, and 
that we may listen to the voice of God, the testimony of 
this Holy Book!, The last broadcast I "heard was at six­
thirty.' But this Book is more up-to~date than that. The 
morning papers will. be on the street late to-night, but 
this book is in advance of them. . 

~I. 

'Consider a few moments THE CYNICAL ENQUIRY OF 
THE UNBELIEVING: "He calleth to me out of Seir., Watch­
man, what ot the night?" Seir was involved in the 
solemn forecasts of the prophet. "Dumah" means "sil­
ence", probably: a verbal· euphemism for the silen~e 
of desolation effected by the judgments the prophet· 
predicted. .' 

Hence "He calleth to me out of Selr, Watchman, what 
of the' night?" The prophet assumes that he hears a 
voice mockingly inquiring: "Ha, ha! watchman, what 
of the night? Do you know anything?" Alas, that that 
should be the attitude of so many .people townrd divine 

. ....) 

things! that 'so many should look upon this Word of 
God, given to us to instruct us, to forewarn us, only with 
scorn, and approach it in a cynical and unbelieving atti­
tu~e, almost laughing at its warnings! _' As though one 
should say, "Watchman, you profess to know much, now 
tell us, what of it?" , 

1 remember how my spiritual sensitiveness was 
shocked years ago when as a young minister, 1 attended 
a certain ministerial meeting. A certain minister said 
to his brethren on that occasion, "We learn as we grow 
older. J remember when 1 was a young man 1 had the 
temerity on one occasion to preach from this text: 'The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that . 
forget God'." To my astonishment there was a general 
laugh, and when the merriment had subsided, he said, . 
"I asked the Lord to forgive me, and 1 promised Him 
ihat I would never repeat that mistake.'~ And they' 
seemed to think that that was very clever. 

Has not that been true of pUlpits of this day in 'a 
lal'ge measure'? Recently there was a man here from 
England preaching in Toronto, and he began his sermon 
by saying that a very little while ago it was as much as 
a minister's position was worth to speak about sin in 
an English pulpit, but that now people were prepared to. 
listen to it. Why?' It is true there has been little rebuke 
of sin, no preaching of repentance, no .. honouring of the 
Lord. The very pulpits have cried in mockery, "Watch-
man, what of the night?". . ' 

But a true watchman can tell you 'something of tIie. 
night. Do not mock at tlie testimony of the Bible. 

But there is another class of people who are not cyni­
cal; but they have a mere' intellectual interest in th.e 
things of the Scripture .. I know some peopl~ who try to 
piece it together very mu~h like 'a crossword puzzle. 1 re­
member a Welsh lawyer's coming to my l!ouse some years 
ago. He had been entertained by a certain minister. 1 
think he was wrong in his jUdgment, .but this ~s what he 
said: "Do you know Dr. So-and-So?" I said, "Yes, I think . 
he is a good man,what do you think?" And he went on, 
"There are some people who 'iollect stamps, and there are 
some people who assemble. flies and bugs, and classify 
them, and there are people who gather specimens of. all 
sorts of minerals, and of stones. . And they' are very 
proud of them." 1 said, "What has that to do with your 
preacher?" "Well, Doctor'So-and-So does none of those 
things; but he studies, his Bible"! - He n:teant. to say that 
with the minister in question, Bible study was a mental 
diversion, a hobby. _ While I think he. was wrong in 
his estimate of th~t minister, ther·e are religious hobby- . 
ists. I met a man the other day, who in about two sen­
tences told me all about H'itIer's place iIi. prophecy! He 

. knew everything about him, on the ground of Scripture. 
Why my dear friends if you could certainly predict what 
Hitler will do you could be a multimillionaire. Someone 
asked me about the war the other day. I said, If I 
could predict its course I should be 'worth millions of 
dollars to the cause of peace. But there are;those who 
presume to speak with authority, allegedly on the ground . 
of an ingenious interpretation of some. difficult scrip­
ture. Such doctrinaires are fond of asking "Watchman, 
what of. the night?" 

"Watchman, what of the night?" Perhaps the idea 
here may be, "What watch of tlie night? How has the 
night progressed? How far are we through it?" Oh, 
yes: "Remember ye the words which were spoken before 
of the' apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; how that they 
told you there should be mockers in the last time. who 

< 
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should walk after their own ungodly lusts;" and. again. 
"There shall come in the last days scoff6l's. walking after 
their own lusts and saying Where is ,the promise of his 
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep all things con­
tinue as they were from the beginning of the creation.'" 
You have gone through the cemetery and seen an old 
stone. perhaps put there a hundred' years or more ago. 
You could scarcely decipher the n8JIIle, and when perhaps, 
by careful reading, you made out the words "Till he 
come," you smiled almost contemptuously as you men­
tally observed "-A hundred years, and still He has not 
come." . 

Yes, "Watchman, what of' the night?" But do not 
ask the question Iig.htly. I said to one of the 
Deacons this morning: "It is a pretty dark day." 
He said, "Yes; and 'only th~ grace of God can sustain 
us in it." I am sorry for men who do not know 
Christ, for women who do not know Him. I' am sorry for 
men who will have to do their duty at the front who do 
not know Christ. It is a -dark night. Oh, if the night 
that knows no morning should come to anyone here; how. 
terrible it would be! Let me conjure - you my dear 
friends if you have not as yet received Jesus ·Christ as 
your Saviour, if you have not been born again, if yqu 
have not been made a child of the morning, I beg of 
you to receive Christ into your heart this evening, as the 
only One Who is the Light of the world. And then you 
wiII be able to' ask with confidence and with anticipatory 

. gladness. "Watchman, whaf of the night?'" But it will, 
be in a different tone altogether. Then it will be as one 

.' who looks toward the morning: "Watchman, tell me, 
What of the night? Is it nearly past? Is it the" last 
watch of the night?" 

III. 

And what is 'THE WATCHMAN'S ANSWER: "The morn­
ing cometh, and also the night." Anyone could give such 
an answer. Morning and night have succeeded each 
other, with age-long regularity, and wiII continue· to do 
so: "The morning cometh, and also the night.'" That 
is true of universal human experience, day and night 
alternate. It is true of national experience, true of the 
church's exp~rience. We have our night-times. I recall 
the words of ·Mrs. Cousin, as she put into verse some of 
Rutherford:s sayin~s: 

"T:he flowers need night's cool darkness, 
The moonlight and the dew:, 

So Christ from one who loved it 
Hl!5 shining oft withdrew; 

"And then for cause of absenee, 
My troubled lIoul I scanned-

. But glory, shadeless, shineth 
In Immanuel's' }and;" 

Yes; we must have the night. After all, what a bless­
ing it is that night comes to this old world! God in His 

• mercy sends the night. It comes to you as an individual. 
It is not all sunshine.' Life cannot be one long sum­
mer's day. golden, bright, and glad. We have our brfght 
days,' and. our dark days. Said Job. "What? Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we .not receive 
evil?" War and then victory! We lamented the outbreak 
of war in 1914, and we celebrated our victory in 1918. 
The morning came! That is human history through all 
ages: "The 'morning cometh, and also the night." No 
human power can "make the world safe for democracy", 
nor wage "a war to end war". We welcomed the morn­
ing of victory in 1918, and now, once more, cometh the 
·night. 

But I think there is more in the text than that. 
It may suggest two aspects 01 the divine government, 
and two classes 01 people. The morning cometh." Of 
course; it comes to the believe?': We look always for the 
morning. D'o you remember how it is written in the 
beginning of the: Book when God began to write the 
history of His dealings with man ?-He began ,with the 
evening: "The evening and the morning 'were the first 
day." God always works from evening to morning. And 
when we reacli the end of the Book we find the story of a 
city of which it is said: "there shall be no night there." 

Those 'of us who are Christians, can say that whatever 
comes we discern the first grey streaks of dawn. To us, 
the morning comes, whatever happens. Oh, if it were 
legitimate, if there were any real use' in attempting the 
identification of a character like Hitler !-some wiII at­
tempt it I dare say. YO\l will hear of many sermons 
on the Antichrist now. Hitler is IT! I· do not know 
whether he is or not, and I do not care. As I said last 
Sunday, if he is not, as I think he is not, he is a good 
imitation, and in spirit he is the same. But whethe~ he 
could be so identified or not what matters it? For us, the 
morning cometh. There is n~ doubt about that. Bl:lt though 
we shall have the victory,' as I am sure we shall. the 
night cometh too. I a'm increasingly impressed with the 
responsibilities resting upon the Christian minister. The 
longer I live, and the more experience I ,have, the more I 
tremble at the idea of standing between God and man un­
til the plague is stayed. What if I should fail in any mea­
sure I What if people should mistakenly assume that the 
morning cometh, and no night? My dear friends, if you 
do not ,know Christ, in this 'conflict, and in all that lies be­
yond. the night cometh. The day of the Lord is not a day 
to be desired by wicked men. Indeed,· it is written·: Woe 
unto you that desire the day of the Lord! to what end 
is it for you? the day of the Lord is darkness," and not 
light.". I do not wonder that many are filled with fe~r 
at,the very idea of the coming of Christ. To those who 
are not His; how terrible it will be when He shall come 
"in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know riot 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus ,. 
Christ." It wiII be a terrible night! 

The King said, in effect, to-day, "We shall probably , 
have hard things to endul·e." What did he say? Just 
that he hoped 'and believed that right will prevail. th"at, 
ultimately, the morning will come! And it will come 

'for the believer. I do not know, really. how people r~tain 
their sanity who have, no expectation of "the blessed 
hope". I cannot see any ultimate hope for the world, 
apart from the promise of the' Bible that He will come 
Who is the King of kings, and Lord of lords, and will 
take unto' Himself His great power and reign. How glad 
we ought to be that we have a king who believes that! . 
Someone told me of a lovely picture they had seen some­
where, of the king with his children. He was pointing 
out to them pictures of different kings, and somewhere 
in the centre was' a picture of the Lord Jesus: His 
Majesty, pointing' to that said, "There' is only one real 
King," I do not know whether the story is literally 
accurate, but I am sure it is true in principle and spirit, 
I was ill in bed at the time I heard the Coronation Ser­
vice by radio,' 'and I confess I wept tears of JOY. 1\ 
thought it was the greatest" evangelistic service I had 
ever heard, when the Archbishop of Canterbury took the 
Bible and put it into the hands of the. king, and said, 
"Here is wisdom/' 'and when the king promised to main­
tain the Protestant religion. We have much to be thank-
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ful for, that we have a king for whom we can so sincerely 
pray, "God save our noble king." 

I may seem to be wandering a bit, but I want to· get 
at you. . Thankful as we are in this present situation 
that we have such a king, I remind you that while the 
morning cometh, and also the night, we may choose 
either the morning or the night, we may choose light 
rather than darkness, life rather than death: we choose 
the morning when we make choice of Jesus Christ, Who 
is the Light of all worlds. 

IV. 
"If ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come." W:hat 

did he mean? I think he meant this, IF You REALLY 
WANT TO· KNOW WHAT OF THE NIGHT, RETURN TO THE 
LORD; COME; DILIGENTLY INQUIRE. . 

That is my word to you to-night. Let us return unto 
the Lord.. Let us sit at His feet like the man out of 
whom the Lord had cast the legion of devils. Let us be 
found sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus, clothed and 
in our right mjnds, ,inquiring, and still again inquiring, 
"What of the night?" And with this Book before you, 
and its prophetic ministry in principle, and precept, and 
prophecy, open to your ~tinderstanding, with the blessing 
of the Spirit of God, you shall not be in darkiiess that 
that day should overtake you as a thief in the night. 
Others may be surprised, but not those upon whom the 
Light of'the world is shining. . 

We shall need much fortitude. We shall need grace, 
and patience, and endurance. On that bronze tablet to 
my right there are fortY-Qne names. On another tablet 
.there are nearly three hundred who went· from this 
church in the days of the Great War. I well remember 
when the telegraph boys ,used to come so frequently. I 
see a man sitting in the gallery just now· whom I visited 
in the north of Scotland. I remember his telling' me 
that he had tried again and again to get into the army. 
It is not until he tries to 'enlist that a man discovers what 
phys"j'cal defects he has. I do not know why it was, but 
I think he tried seven times, and at last he came to me 
with radiant face and said, "Pastor, I am. 'in' ". He 
wanted to get to the front but they kept him in the 
forestry battalion. And I made a long joilrney to the 
north of Scotland to visit him. 

Oh, what stories I could tell you of those days! I will 
tell you only one. I hope we shall see the same spirit 
to-day that we saw then. We had two brothers, members 
of this church: Their names were Will and Victor Frad­
ley. By some happy arrangement they found themselves 
in the same battalion. Will was killed in a~tion. His 
name is there .. Victor was very seriously wounded, and 
they began the process of amputation, taking a piece of 
the leg at a time. How many amputations they did I do 
not· know, but at last they reached the thigh. Once when 
I was in London I arranged for several of the boys to 
come' to have dinner with me at my hotel. Victor··was 
among them. We sat at a table, a group of Jarvis Street 
men. - Victor was the only one of them who had sustained 
serious injury. But they had 'all been at the front. Vic­
tor said, "One night we were behind the lines, and Will 
and I went for a walk, and we had a lovely.time together, 
talking about the things of the Lord. We exchanged con~ 
fidences, and I.knew that' Wi~l was very happy in the 
Lord. Then we were·orderedto the front. We went into· 
action, and -<Ve had a large n!lmber, of casualties. I saw 
them carry my brother away on a stretcher. He had 
gone out. But I knew that he had gone to be with Christ, 
which is far better." After he said, "A lot of people 

..I. t 

express sympathy with me, but Pastor I would not have 
missed it for anything!" That was the spirit of all those 
men ........ They believed they were engaged in a righteous 
war. Afterward I was able ,to get a wheel chair for Vic­
tor, and I saw him later in England, able to help him­
self around in his chair, which Jarvis St. friends had 
provided for him. 

It may not be as serious this time, or it may be more' 
serious; who can tell? I may be wrong; but I feel con­
vinced-I am not prophesying, I am just giving you my 
opinion-that it will not be long. I believ.e there 
will be a revolution in Germany. I believe there 
will be a revolution in Russia. I am- glad we are not on 
Russia's side, nor Russia on ours. We have made many 
blunders, but the Lord God Almighty intervened to pre­
vent what would hav:e been our greatest folly. If Russia 
were our Ally, how could we ·as~. God to help us? We 
could not. But J believe Germany will collapse before 
very long. Mussolini is not blowing' his trumpet so 
loudly just now as he was. He is like some people I have 
seen at Baptist Conventions. The motion i~ mov~d and 
seconded, and Mr. Delegate sits on the edge of his seat. 
He does not know'Which way to vote. He must wait until 
he sees on which side the majority is before he musters 
courage enough to vote. But praise the Lord, we know 
on which side the Majority fights! We know that we 
have God on our side, and we are bound to win! 

May the Lord give us courage, not merely to, see it 
through, Qut to see it through happily, with a song in 
our hearts. It may -be that by this storm the air will be 
cleared; that God will give us peace for a while. But if 
not, if the night should drop dow!), well, at last the 
morning that knows no night will come; and as we be­
lieve in the coming of the Lord, we may' say, "Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus." We. shall win in the end. We are 
bound to win! Weare on the winning side: "Thanks be 
to God, which giveth us the victory'through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.'~ \ 

. SPECULATIVE MILLENNIALISM 
(Continued from page 14) 

And it is because :we ·believe so profolUndly in the auth­
ority of t1lhese 'Scriptures written 'by holy men of God 
who "spake 'as they were mbved by the Holy Ghost", 
that we refuse to recognize the authority of any unin­
spired man, whether of Scofield,' Darby, or anyone else. 

Those who claimSco1ield as their master; frequently 
seek to buttress ,his influence by the claim thwt men like 
,Spurgeon, Moody, A. J. Gor:!Wn, and other.s, believed the 
'same thing. Notlhing could !be farther from the trutn. 
We are .positive that if 'Spurgeon and· Moody were liv­
.ing to-d'ay ,they .would· be .the most· outspoken opponents 
of mosi ,of present-day prerniHennialism 50-called. In 
·proo'f of tha.t contention, we quote here a passage from 

a one of ISpurgeon's lectures to his ,students. . These 
words were spoken long ago, ibut they ,have value to-day 
even Wlhen we are engage.d in war with Hitler. Here itS 
the quotation: "Salvation is the theme for Which ;[ 
would fain' -list every holy tongue. I 'am greedy after 
wItnesses for the "glorious gospel of the blessed God. 
Oh -that 'Christ .crucified were the universal burden' 'of 
men of God I Your guess at the number of the beaJst, 
your Nap·oleon.i.c :speculations, your conjectures about 
a personal antic.brist--,..,f.orgive me, I .CGunt them but 
mere bones for dogs; w.hile men are dying and hell is.' 
filling, it ·seems. to tne the veriest drivel to be mutter-
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ing albou-t an Armage.d~on at 'SebalStopol or Sadowa or 
Sedan, and peeping between the foOlded -leaves of des­
tiny to discover the f.ate of Germany. Blessed are they 
who read and hear the words of the prophecy of the Rev­
elation, but the blessing has evidently not fallen on those 
who pretend to expound it, for generation after' gener­
ation of :bhem have proOved to be in error by the mere 

'lapse of time, and the present wHI follow to the ·same 
. inglor:ioUIS sepulchre. I would sooner plu,ck one single 
,brand fro'm the burning than explain all mysteries. To 
win 'a soul froOm going down into the ,pit is a more 
glorious ·achievement than to be crowned in the arena 
of theological controversy as Doctor SufficientissiIpus; 
to have faithfully !Unveiled the glory of GoOd in the face 
of Jesus 'Christ will in the finaI"judgment be accounted 
worthier Iservice than to ,have sO'lve.d the myste,ries of 
the religious Sphinx or to havec.ut the GoidJan knot of 
apoOcalytic difficulty. Blessed ,is that ministry of w,hich 
Christ is all" (Lectures to My Students, page 83), 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol, 3 Third Quarter '" Lesson 38 September 17th, 1939 

THE HOLINES.S OF GOD 

Lesson Text: Leviticus 10. 
Golden Text: "I will be sanctHied in them that come nigh me, 

and before all the people I will be g~.orified,"-Lev, 10:3, 
For Reading: Leviticus 11-14, 

I. The Holiness of God Profaned-verses 1-5,. 
Aaron was the first High Priest of Israe4 and with his 

four sons-N adab, Abihu, Eleazar and Lthramar~had been 
con.secrated to the .holy office. . They bad commeru:ed their 
sacred' ministry,· 'and God had signified-his approval (Lev. 
9 :24). And yet, .very soon N~darb and Albirhu ibetrayed their 
trust (,Lev. 16:1; Num. 3:4j26:60, 61).' It wo1l'ld' seem that 
they sinned. the very first aay' when they emerged from the 
sec1usion of ,the Tabernacle ·after their consecrartion to iPer-
fomn a sin-offering ~Lev. 8:35; 9:,1; 10::19). • 

Nadab and Abihu offered strange firebeioI:e the Lord. 
Each :priest bad ibis own censer, the vessel of .bl'lllSS used. 
for diffusing the incense (N-urn. 16:6, 7, 17, 18). Burning' 
coals were placed 'in the censer, and the' powdered incense, 
which had Ibeen made ·according to the command-' of God, 
was thrown Ujponthe fire (Exod. 3():7-9, .34-38). The two 
SOIllS .O!f Aaron ,put anto their censers Sltrang~ fire, unauthor-· 
ized fire, fire of tfueir own kind·1ing. ;They acted either 
against or apart from the ,will of God, not waiting for God's • 
command, ;or dliSOlbeying it, ~f it bad already :been. given 
(Lev. 16:12). It was a senious IID·atter for them to act thus 
in self.-rwill (ICol. 2:23). It is po'ss~ble tbat they intruded 
into· the holy of !holies, ·and .. there offered the strange fire 
(Lev. 16:1). Many ,people in -these days attempt ,to worship 
God in their own way, rlllther than in HisarppoiJ).ted way 
(John 14:6; Acts 4:12). " 

The ,fi,re !brought iby :Niadarb 'and Albinu w.as strange fire 
in that it was unholf fire. It .was man-mad'e fire, ·and not 
fire of heavenly orig'ln. Tney had nOit waited for the fire· 
frorm ,the ,Lord,. There are those who repudiate .the sUlPer­
nllltural in Christiarcity, and manufacture their own ihuman 
systems. . 

Nada.b and Abi.hu offered strange fire, fire which ;had not 
come from th.e altar of sacrifice (Lev., 6:12, 13). Tr,u~ wor­
ship is based upon the atonem~nt provided by Christ. Mod­
ernists offer strange fire when they reject the vicarious,' 
ex.piatory death of Christ but seek to come to God on their 
own merits, 

The punishment meted to Nadlllb and Albihu was fitting. 
'Dhey were killed by the fire of hlIe Lom.., w!hicb. they had 
not flllwa.ited nor desired. Those who do'not ibel!ieve in eter­
nal !punishmenrt for sin, 'and who ,thus (presume upon the 
grace of God,' should he w8ll'tled, lest they \be destroyed by 

-

the holiness O'.f God, which they :would mil'l!imize (Rom. 2: 
3, 4). . 

The (pun~shment was necessarily severe, for the priests 
had 'failed to san'Ctify ·God dn the minds of ,the peorple (Nom. 
20:12; Ezek. 28:2,2; John 17:10; 1 Pet. 3:15). Israel was 
yO\ll1ig as a :race, and .they must realize that their God was 
a holy God, Who cOUlIa not tolemte sin (Acts' 5:1, 3; 1 Tim. 
5:20). His glory was at stake. Irt was ,tili,e dutY' 'of the 
priests to rerpresenrt ,God !by ';their attJ.tmde and ac11ions, but 
N'adalb 'and A.bihu <baa profaned the name and nature of 
Jehovah ('Lev. 22:32), 

II, The Holiness of God Protected-verses 6 to U. 
After the death orr Nadalb and Albihu, ·their brothers 

Elreazar and Itham·ar were 'prohirbited' from engaging in any 
of ,the pracrtices associated with mourning for the dead; 
such as, removing their 'head-coverings or tearilllg thei,r gar­
ments ('Lev. 21:1-6, 10-12; Ezek. 24:15-18; 44:25). They 
must avoid all contact and association ;with death and its 
polluting influences, for ;physical dea.th is one of the' results . 
of moral corruption and is syrmlbolic of spJrituad death. The 
pr.iests must not defile themselves. ,For them to dasobey 
would ,brilllg death to, themselves, 'and woUild also deprive 
the :peo,ple 0If the 'Pos,silbiIity of atonement for their sins 
(Exod. 28:38; Lev. 9:7). . . 

Eleazar and Lthamar must not leave the sanctuary for the 
funeral ceremonies. They must not .ma:ke themselves com­
mon or unclean (.Lev. 21:12). Their cousins Mdsbael and 
Elzarphan (,Exod. 6:18, 22) were to 'ac.t as .pall-1bearers. 

.'rohe priests must refrain frorm wine and strong drl·nk; 
they 'must not ·be ,pl'aced under any ,such degrading or be­
clouding influence (Num. 6:3; Ezek. 44:21; Luke 1:15). W.ine 
in Scripture is associated alsQ with carnal pleasure (Psa. 
104:15), and the Pt?ests ,were ·to find .thei,r. joy in the serv.ice 
of the oLard. . . 

It was the duty of Ithe ;priests to malte known the hOlli­
ness and the grace of God Iby eJCarm,ple and .by precept, 
hence their increased responsilbility "Mal. 2:7; ·Matt. 5:19). 
They must. teach 'the difference Ibetween the ho,l}, and the 
unholy, a distinction which is largely n!!glected In modem 
social l!ife (Lev. 11:47, 20:,25; Ezek. 22:26). 

lIt.. The Holiness of God Portrayed-verses 12 to 20. 
The distinctions observed Ibetween. clean.:.a.ztd unclean food 

w.ere intended to Temind the children of Israel that the Lord 
Whom ,they worshiJpped was holy (Lev. 11:44-47). Espe­
cially 'was this the case wj,th the food of th;e priests. The 
meal-offerilllgs, and ,portions of the animals sacrificed as 
sin-offerJng, peace-offering, Iburnt-offering and wave­
offering, 'Were eonsid'ered ·their due food. It was holy food, 
to be consumed in a holy place," even lbeside the altar (Exod·. 
29:24-28; Lev. 6:·26, 29; N.um. 18:8-11). 

Moses discovered ,that Eleazar and Ltharmar had 'not re­
served for their food, as WIllS lawful, any of the goat sacri­
ficed as a sin-offering ,that day (Lev. '9:15). The only 
limitation woulQ. /be that' the flesh of a sacrifici'al animal 
must not Ibe eaten !i!f the !blood was ,to be taken into.ilihe holy 
place (iLeV. 6:26, 30), Ibut the exception.- did,notarpply :on 
the day in question. IMoses thought that the surviving sons 
of A!a:ron .had Ibeen guilty 0If' diso:bedience and disrespect .in 
·the matter of ·the .holy ;tlhings, as had their ibr.others. Aaron 
expl'ained the apparent neglect. 
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