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THE KING AN·D THE BIBLE 
. Rev. A. c. Wihitcombe 

Time would fail to tell of all the significant occurrences 
of the Royal tour. Every place the Royal couple touched 
has its own itek of interest. At Brantford, Ontario, the 
King and Quee~ signed the Queen Anne Bible. This vol­
ume is very. old and of great historic value. Printed in 
1701 in the reign of William and Mary, it was presented' 
by their successor, Queen Anne, to the Indians ~f the Mo­
hawk Valley, now a pa·rt of N ew .York State. 1from 17'12 
until the War of Independence. it rested in the Queen's 
Chapel. o,f the Mohawks of that valley. Dur,ing the war 
it was buried and later dug up and carried to. this coun­
try by, Indians loyal to the British cause. Sinc~ that it 
has been kept in the Ch~pel of the Monawks of the Six 
Nations Reserve near Brantford. The old Book has on 
its fly-leaf the signature of every British Sovereign since 
Y.ictori'a's time, beside that of many prominent people~ 
Of course only George VI and Elizabeth signed as reign-
ing monarchs. . 

The picturesque guard of Indian Chiefs' and mounted 
police wai·ting with the Bible for the Royal signatures re­
minded me'of. two closely related though Somewhat Repar­
ated events. The first thing I thought of is the close re­
lationship between the crown of. the commowealth. and 
our Bible. You will recall that' after the crown had been 
pltaced on the King's ~ead, and when all the people had 
shouted. "God save the King", and when the choir had 
finished singing, "Be strong and play the man, Keep the 
commandments of the Lord thy God and walk in His 
ways", then the Dean of Westminster, taking the .Bible 
from the altar, presented it to the King; saying: "Our' 
gracious King, we present you with this Book, the. most 
valuable thing that this world affords. Here is 'wisdom: 
t.his is the Royal Law: these are the lively Oracles: of 
God." On the basis of the,Law the ruler is to proceed, the 
crown will be secure, according to this Wisdom 1lhe Royal 
prerogative is to be governed. The crown, then the 
Bible, each. pro,tecting the other. 

- Then th~ sec~nd 'thing that 'came to mind is that· to the 
ancestors of some of these same people who waited for 
the Royal signature. within the Bible, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society had made i.n 1lhe year of it!!' or­
gani~ation, 1804, its first foreign tmnsiation of the 

Scl'iptures. It was a translation into the Mohawk 
tongue. The records show that it was the result of the 
C"...hristian lIidians' own labour. The names of Joseph 
Brant and John Norton are prominent in the enterprise. ' 
It would be interesting to trace the connection between 
Queen Anne's gift of a' Bible to the. Mohawks and their 
desire for the Scripture in their own tongue. No doubt 
there is some connection, too, between 1lhe Mohawk trans­
lation of the Bible Society anli some of the churches now 
in the Reserve. There are those WJ-10 say that the Scrip­
tures in the native dialect led to' Bible reading, and 
brought· about a revival out of 'which grew several 
churches so that now out of five thousand people on the 
Reserve only about a thousand cling to pagan practices. 
'Dhe rest have come under the influence of Chr.istianity. 

If some of the links in the chain are obscure yet this 
is certain, the British Crown and the B~ble, are .insepar­
ably linked; and the distribution of the Bible in the 
tongue of the people. means the spread of the gospel. 
Thereafter whether ,the question be the good of 'the 
Throne and Crown, or the good of 1lhe Commonwealth' as 
,a whole, 01' the good of the individual soul, we look to the 
lively Oracles of Go·d. Its teaching still exalts a nation; 
whatever makes for righteousness 'and peace is to be 
found in it. Truly, there is Wisdom. 

What a theme we have star.ted. See how it applies to 
Home and Foreign missions. We need not argue at 
length on the procedure in foreign missionary work. The 
language of th,e people must be reduced to wr..iting; the 
people must be taug\J,t to read and write their own 
tongue; the Scripture must be -translated i,nto that' 

.tongue and distributed, ,and preaching must be in the 
language they understand. So must it be in the home-' 
land. We must put the Word of God into the tongue of 
the people and so distribute it and preach it. This is the 
answel' to the problem that faces us in Quebec and the 
Ottawa Valley, in . some parls of .the West, aAd in our 
larger cities. If we can give the people the Word of 
God in their mother tongue, what happened once will 
happen again-revival, the growth of chur~hes, blessing 
and even prosperity. in a measure. Isaiah says, "When 
the eneiny comes in like a flood the Spiri.t of the L9rd will 
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lift. up a standard against him.". Tihere is ·a. flood 'of jurious one to·the spir.itual life of the individual, and of 
"isms" and worldliness rolling across the country in our course equally to the work of the church. We can find 
day that no defense can stem but the Word of God. It. 'no scriptural justification for one's making the week-end 
has stood behind our throne for centuries. It has been an occasion for mere pleasure-seeking; We are admon­
t.he foundation of our unwritten' constitution. It has ished to let our moderation be known to all men-and 
been the' principal Book of the hllJmblest cottage. Let us this should apply to our periods of rest and recreation.' 
get back to the Word of God! Railroa,ds and street cars, and electric plants and 

"IN THE HEAT OF THE DAY" 
The Sabbath principle of rest by cessation from labour 

proves that the necessity for rest and recreation is 
wrought .into the very nature of thangs. Even machines 
made of steel need rest. "He giveth to his beloved in 
IIleep." All living things need the rest of sleep; and God, 
though we call Him Nature, repairs and recharges the 
human machine while men sleep. The land needs a pe­
riodical vacation. Every seventh year the fiel~s were to' 
lie fallow. Tlherefore it would be folly to ignore, and 
wrong to deny, the natura{ law. which demands that we 
occasionally rest. . 

'In our climate this is the time 'of year when people 
take their vacations. We hope every ·reader of. THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS ·may find opportunity for a little' rest 

\ d~ring the summer .. Even·the Editor feels sometimes as. 
though he 'were almost due for a little vacation. But. 
this short article is not written with a view to exhorting 
the over-industrious to be sure 'to take a rest. Com­
paratively few people need such exhor,tation. We' are 
writing rather to suggest ·that the vacation matter may 
be overd~ne. , 

We heard of a man in Toronto' who was threatened 
with prosecution for disobeying some absurd industrial \ 
code which forbade him· to work on Saturday.. He re­
plied that there was a higher law .than any that could be 
passed by the Ontario Legislature to which he, a~ a mat­
ter of conscience, was subject, and that he felt himself 
under the same· moral obligation .to work six days as. he 
was to rest the seventh. 

There are people who seem to desire a state oi:"exist­
ence even this side of heaven "where Sabbaths have no 
end". Most of us, however, believe that work is a great 
blessing, and that one can really enjoy Ii rest only wl1en 
it follows upon a period of faithful work. 

'. We suggest that Christian people ought to put a li.ttle 
conscience into ·their vaca.tion plans. If the Christian 
church, its ordinances and services, be nothing more than 
a mere luxury, if our Christian profession be only an' 
avocation and not a vocation, there would be some justi­
fication in. a man's throwing overboard all his religious 
responsibilities for a whole'summer. The man who would 
spend, not only the night but the day as well .in slumber, 
would be called a sluggard. We know not a few people 
who subordinate their vacation to their religious duties; 
and while they arr~nge to take a rest, they do it in such 

water works and gas works, bread and milk services, and 
a thousand other things' entering into modern life, are 
.recognized as daily necessitie·s. Even the newspapers 
: take only a day's vacation once in a whole--and the 
morning newspapers are denied even that.. Why should 
a. church, in effect,. placard its doors with a notice mean­
ing in effeCt, "All religious a~tivities are suspended until 
ne~t Autumn"? 
. Whatsoever we do, we are to do. all to the glory of 
God-and that applies' to pl'anning our vacations. 

NEWS OF UNION CHUltCHES 
Fellowship of Regular Baptist of Alberta 

. For a long time this colum:n has been lookin.g for an account 
of the remarkable work done in Alberta by those Bible-loving 
Baptists 8ISsociated with Rev.. Morley R. Hall, of West~urne 
Church, Calgary. At.last a splendid account written ,by Mrs. 
H. C. Phillips came to hand and. the following article is taken 
from iot. For ,a number of years the lJnion of Ontario and 
Quebec has had a share in this work through the regular . 

. donations co:ming through the budget. This vivid· s·tory of the' 
blessing resting upon th~ faithful proclamation of the Gospel 
of grace in the Canadian West will help to transform the 
phrase in our budget "Whstern Missions", into a living reality. 
We. hope to" "have something of the same nature f~om the 
work on the Pacific Coast which also shares in our Union 
Bu~get. 

W,S.W. 
In 1930 the Westbourne Church extended a call to Rev. 

M. R. Hall of Timmins, ·Ontario. Mr. Hall who had already 
done yeoman service in .pioneering in . Northern Ontario, ac­
cepted the call and has in the nine intervening 'years been 
a .leader in the. work known as The FeHowship of Regular 
Baptists of Alberta". Soon 'after Mr. Hall's arrival he started 
a radio broadca'St on -Sunday evenings after the regular ser­
viie, called, the "Back Home Gospel Hour", which was carried 
on eight months out of the year. Thousands and· tens of 
thoosands were reached with the gospel, for at tha·t time the 
station, CFCN, was one of the ~trongest in Canada. This 
proved to be a great asset to the work in A~berta. Not only 
did Westbourne have this great radio .ministrY ,but ~'n order 
to get the Regular Baptist work started in Alberta it ·w·as 
necessary for the Westbourne brethren to release their pastor 
for evangelistic .tours and campaigns; therefore, as well as 
assisting financially . it was necessary' for the church to give 
much of its pastor's time during the first three years of the . 
work. "."" . 

a way as will ·not· interfere with the discharge of their 
religious duty as Christians. But there are some who 
practically bid the Church, Good..,by, as soon as summer 
comes, ~pparently without any compunction of con­
science. If everybody were to do the Same thing, 
churches would close, and the devil would be allowed to 
have a merry summer time. 

. In June, 1930, just four .'months after Mr. Hall arrived in 
Alberta, a Rally was held at the WestbourneChurch. Since 
there were no churches then, apart from the Benalto Church 
and another little mission .cause further west, an invitation 
w~s extended to all Bible-loving Ba'ptists as individuals, who 
were out of sympathy with the Baptist Union of Western 
Canada and· the Convention Boards :because of ·their com­
promising attitude toward modernism which existed in certain 
Baptist churches as well as in Brandon' College. Truly it 
was a great Rally,· which seemed like one large :family that 
had gathered together to feast on ·the good things of the' 
Lord·. During the sessions which lasted two days, messages 

. of inspiration were .lirought, and·an organization was formed 
known as th.e Regular B!tptist Missionary Society of Alberta. 
Represent~tlves were present from Benalto, Leslieville and 
Edmonton, ·besides many visitors from v-ari.ous places both in 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. . 

The habit of week-ending, also at the expense of one's 
religious responsibilities,. we believe; to be a very in-

Shortly after the Rally the Westbourne pastor and others 
(ConCi .. ued _ lIGtle 1) 
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"BRINGING THE KING BACK" 

A Sermon by ~he Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis . Street Baptist Church. Toronto. Sunday Ev~ning. June 26th; 1939 

(~tenographicallr Reported) 

'~And-AlbsIl10m. whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why 
speak ye not a word ofbrin~l!'g the king back?"-II. Samuel 19 :19. 

. That is a p~ophecy, an illustration, af the deeper 
spiritual conflict in which the spiritual'Absalom has been 
mortally wounded, and his forces dissipated, and his 
votaries· and victims dispersed----and they· ought to say. . 
','He \yhom we ··anointed ovel' us, is dead .in battle. We" 
have lost the day-why speak ye' not a word of bringing 
the king back 1" . 

I want to speak to you of certain rebels who had 
anointed a ruler of their own choice in preference to the 
king of God's choice and appointment; of how at laSt. 
they came to see the folly and futility of their course; 
and ultimately, how they came to ,their senses and pro,: 
posed thlllt their rightful king should be brought back 
again, and that they should render their submission to 
him .. 

1. 

There was a time in Israel's history when "whatso­
ever the king (David) did, pleased all the people." He 
had been divinely anointed to reign. He w~s king by 
direct, divine choice and appointment. He reigned in a 
regal, sovereign, sense as. king in the land, but he reigned 
also in a rarer fashion in Ithe hearts of ·his people. God 
·had appointed him: the people had accepted him; and 
for an extended period "Whatsoever the king did pleased 
all the people.... And this chapter of history faithfully 
adumbrates the original mutually happy and desirable re­
lationship· between the Creator and His human creatures, 
e.re sin had struck the falal note of discord which trans­
posed creation's wedding march into strains of martial 
music. The 'marriage relation is not the anti,type, but 
only the type of the relation .of the soul to God. In the 
beginning God said, "It is not good that Ithe man should 
be alone; II will make. him an help meet for him." 'God 
made for him an heJp meet, wl:J,o should be his glory, ,Here is a story of SOM!!: WHo'REBELLED AGAINST GOD'S 
even as the man is the image and glory of God. God CHOICE FOR THEM, and set up for themselves their own 
designed, if I may reverently say so, in ma~'s creation, to .king .. They said' concerning David, "We will not have 
make a helpmeet for Himself. And, as the woman is the this man to reign over us. We will choose our own' 
glory of the man, so did God design that His ,helpmeet king." , 
should bear His oWQ. image and (likeness, that he should 7'hej,· act was an ac.t of treaSon, for David ,was their 
be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a 'king by divine ~ight. nmow that among us the doctrine' 
royal diadem in the hand of his God. In that original of the divine right of kings has long since been dis­
happy relationsh~p; "whatsoever "the king did, 'pleased all credited-and perhaps it is well that it should be so. 
the people" though all were.only two, Yet he thinks but superficially who makes light of the 

. Reverting· to Israel's history, there came a time when principle, because it 'is one which is written into the 
another than' David claimed the allegiance of the people. very constitution of .tbi"ngs. . '-. ) 
Absalom,. of whom it was said, "In all Israel there was I suppose we should all admit that the principle of a 

.none to be so much praised as .l\,bsalom for his be~uty"- con~titutional monarchy is about the best that human 
by subtle and deceitful methods, stole the hearts of the ingenuity has ever discovered or devised. It is not wise 
men of Israel; and set himself up as a rival ruler.· Thus ,to trust any man with absolute power, for it would be 
also did the subtle tempter insinu~te himself among the impossible to find anyone who might not be disposed to 
fl~wers, and breathe his .poison over Eden's beauty and abuse it.. Hence the ruler must be subject to constitu­
with honeyed lies. he alienated the heart of man from tional limitations. Hut in Ithe beginning· it was not so. 
his Creator and I:1surped his· affections himself. ·God was the absolute Ruler, and for a long time in the . 

. / The war 'between David and Absalom· waS a war of I hist,ory 'of His chosen people, they lived under a theo­
principles rather than of persons. It was akin to that cratic form of governmen~; a go:vernment wHich was a 
war that was declared in Eden when an o~traged 'Lover fOl'lm of direct, divine rule. And when, under Samuel, 
drew His flaming sword. and set it eastward aIt the gate· Israel rebelled and asked for' a king like all ,the nations 
o~ the garden of Eden to keep the way of the tree, of God said to Samuel, the last of the jud'ges, "They hav~ 
life. But there came a time when the forces· of David not rejected you: they hl!-ve rejected me. ·They· want 
and of Aosalom met in final conflict: Absalom and his - for themselves some other form of regulation of ·life than 
men were defea~d, and Absalom was slain, as he was that which rhave prescribed." 
suspended by his beaut.ifu,l hair in: the branches of one That, at the foundation of things, is what sin really 
of the gigantic and magnificent oaks ·Of the wood of is .. The original family was not much like our modern 
Ephraim: Then the people· fled. The·re was confusion families. It was a monarchy, where the father was to 
for a ~ime in Israel •. until at . last some of them said, reign as a lbenevolent despot. The modern family is a· 
"Absalom, Whom ~e. anoint~d. over us, is dead in ibattle. ' .. kind of republic where no .Qne is eligible to the presi­
Our cause has completely faIled. Why speak ye not a dency unless he has been born into it-and that excludes 

, , word of bringing ,the king Iback 1" father and mother. Lt is a form of society 'in which 



4 (84) THE GOSPEL WITNESS -June 29, 1939 

everyone rules but father! I say, it was not originally 
designed to be so. By God's pattern, the fathe~ was to 
be king. And I venture to believe that the family was 

~ a symbol and illustration of thel divine order of things: 
"When ye pray, say, Our Father which,art in heaven." 
He designed to be Fath'er to His people, iIUld He exclaim­
ed, "Hear, O' heavens, and gIve ear, 0 earth: for the 
Lord hath spoken, I have nourished and brougbJt up 
children, and they have rebelled against me." We have 
modified our forms of government in order to hold in 
restraint, so far as may be possible, man's natural dis­
position to want to have' his own way at others' expense. 

For that is true of all men. A year or so ago I was 
walking on Albert Street, just off of Yonge st. The 
sidewalk was crowded. There was' a little miss there of 
about three years of age, scarcely 8Jble to walk, a mere' 
toddler. As the crowd thickened, mather held out her 
hand and said, "Let me take your hand." M,iss' Inde­
pendence made a gesture as if to put her mother away, 
saying, "I want to go on' my own." She toddled along 
until she tripped, and fell. . The world at larg;e wants to 
go "on its own"; and, as I shall show you presently, it 
trips and falls at last because it refuses the hand of 
God·. 

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel .together,· against the· Lord, and 
against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us." This old 
world has said to its Crea!tor, "I want to go on my own. 
'fake your hands off; let me -have my own way." It has 
been ·true of humanity "in the mass: it has been true of 
every individual. It is still true. We have set up our 
own king. 

The act of the followers of Absalom, I have said, was 
really an act of treason, a treasonable uprising against 
their rightful ruler. Modern preachers and educators 
would make light of sin, as though it were the unimpor~ 
tant remains of some earlier form of life; a mere infirm­
ity and impediment in which there is but little moral 

I quality for which man needs to repent, or for which he 
may justly be visited with judgment. 

That is not ·the teaching of Scripture. ;:;in is rebel­
lion; sin is an act of usurpation. It is an act of opposi­
tion to God. "Sin is lawlessness." When David was 
made' to see the true character of his sin, although 
i,t had ,been a sin against society, he exclaimed: "Against 
thee, thee only, have I sinned; and done this evil in thy 
sight." Sin, whatever its forni, whether it be of a 
respectable or a repulsive character, is always the same 
in essence: It is 'spiritual rebellion, spiritual anarchy, 
a rejection of the divinely-appointed Ruler. 

A man said to me this morning, "I am amazed at the 
attitude of my business associates toward religious mat­
ters. They seem, to be imbued with a hatred of God. 
They do not want anyo~e to suggest that there is any 
responsibility to Heaven, or any responsibility to the 
Most High." He did- not' put it exactly, this way, but 
the substance of what he sa:id was, Every man wants 
to be a law unto himself; ·to do what is right in his own 
eyes. Men object to an objective standard, a moral 
standard of conduct to which every ma·n's life must ibe 
brought-ULet .... us break their bands asunder, and cast 

away their cords from us." That disposition is deeply 
imbedded in the nature of the natural man: "The carnal 
mind is enmity against God'." Not against the church, 
primarily; not against its ordinances, not against the 
prOfessors of religion, for alas! alas! there are many 
people in the church itself, that is;. the professed church, 
who are at en~ity against God. There are many people 
who submit to the ordi.nances of the church w.hose hearts· 
have never ·been right with God. The carnal, un'renewed, 
mind, the natural mind, is enmity against God. "It is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 

The course of these men was not only treasonable but I 

utterly unreasonable also.. for David--had ever sought 
the good Of his' people. "Ruddy and of a fair counten­
anc!!", he was the shepherd-king 'Who had brought no 
inju8'tices to his kingdom, who had ruled in equity and 
in the fear of God. Yet they rebelled against him. 

. Sin is the most unreasonable thing in the world. It 
cannot be just, ·by any reasonable standard. I know how 
some boast of reason, how the intellectual rebel boasts 
that his "reason" will not permit him to believe this or ,to 
su·bmit to authority. But sin is an unreasonable .thing. 
Oh, w.hat a King we have!, How brightly and lavishly 
His sun shines! Who could give us more light? How 

. faithfully His stars come out~ Who could adorn, the 
heavens better? How the vicissitudes of day and night, 
the seasons, the regular recurrences of seed time and 
harvest, march in regular procession! Who could epsure 
a more perfect order for this world? It is all orderly 
except where man has interfered. It is a world in which 
every prospect pleases, and only man is vile. Yet man 
has rebelled against the divine order of things. How 
bountiful are His prov·isions! Consider "the precious 
things of heaven, the dew, and the deep that coucheth 
beneath, and the precious fruits brought forth by the 
sun, and the precious things put forth by the moon, and 
the chief things of the ancient mo'untains, and the pre­
cious things of the lasting hills, "and the precious thi.ngs 
of the earth and fulness thereof, and the good will of 
him that dwelt in the busl1." How marvellously God has 
shown, .not only in the ancient bush hard by the moun­
t~in of Horeb, but in every bush, in every tree, in every 
shrub, in evel:Y flower; in the good lWiII of the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords! Like Mordecai-nay; Mor­
decai was like Hi·m, "seeking the good of his people, and 

,preaching peace to all his seed." Consider these things 
and tell me, who is jmore likely than He to make you 
to lie down in green pastures, and lead you beside the 
stiU waters, to prepare a table before 'you in the pres­
ence of your enemies and anoint your head with oil, and 
make your cup to run over? ."The heavens decl~re the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 
Day ·unto day uttereth speech, and night unto· night 
sheweth knowledge. There is 'no speech nor language 
where their voice is not heard. . Their line is gone out 
through all .the earth, and their words to the end of 
the world." 

And yet against such universal benevolence men rebel! 
One can understand the Russian Revolution, and the 
A·merican Revolution, and the French Revolution-while, 
detesting the methods and the excesses .in the first and 
the last, one can understand how men at last rebel when 
inJ'ustice makes . life intolerable. But the world-revolu-
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, . 
tion initiated by Adam's, rebellion can plead no such 
justification. I 

And how 'bitter man's opposition ,to God is! When 
I see the finished :work of sin at Golgotha, 'and behold 
the rejected 'King crowned with thorns, and, nailed 'to a 
cross, I am compelled to enquire for a' reason. He was 
good and kind and true, tender and' patient beyond 
all ,comparison. Why then did' they murder the King' 
of love? There i; but one possible answer: an anar­
chist, a vicious and unbalanc!,!d mind hath done this. 
This is the work of a wicked spiritual 'A,bsalom who will 
not consent tJ:tat God"s Anoirited shall wear ,the crown. 
Sin is stripped ot: all excuses as its ugliness stands ex­
posed in the pure light of the measureless love' of God. 

And men have rebelled because of the subtle 'approach 
and specious appeal of a very attractive leader. Absalom 
was,: as I reminded you a moment ago, a very attractive 
person. "In all Israel there was none to be so ·much 
praised as Absalom for his beauty.': He set. himself up 
to be king and said, "Oh that I were made judge in the 
Joand." And when they sa~ him, they were attracted by 
his magnetic personality; and they followed him in rebel­
lion against their rightful king. 

So'it is with the ten~pter of us all.' He does not often' 
appear--or appeal-in ugly guise; but usually as some 
splendidly and attractively alluring Absalom. What 
pro'mises he makes! The modern politician has nothing 
superior in art to that of Absalom. He made all sorts of 
promises of what he would do if only he were made judge' 
in the land. He said, "Oh' that '1 vvere made judge in 
the land, that every man 'which hath any suit or cause 
might come unto me, and I would do him justice!" 
There were those in Israel who, \ by th~ just laws of 
the king, had been adjudged transgressors. They were 
in the wrong, 'and they knew it; ,but they wanted a 
leader who would always declare them to be right. 

A statenient made by one of our politieians some years 
ago was heartily applauded and apPI:oved by politicians. 
Sir John Macdonald said he did not value so highly 
friends who would stand by him when he was right; 
what he wanted was friends who would defend him when 
he was 'wrong. We are all politicians of that kind. 'We 
want a ruler who will~efend us when we are wrong. But 
the Bible will not. The gospel of Christ will not. Some 
men have discarded, the Bible. T1hey do' not, want a 
kingdom in which this Book of justice rules. They want 
a literary republic in. which they can change the presi­
dent as often as they like. They want no rule of absolute 
righteousness by which their conduct and character may 
be appraised. T,he infallibility of the Book, tlJ,ey object 
to. So they say, "I do not want the Bible. I do not be­
lieve it. My reason will not allow me." Your reason 
would allow you, wer~ It not perverted by a nature which 
\n its ve,ry warp and woof is ,biased against God. 

Some of you will challenge me when I say that but an 
infini~simal part of the modern opposition to the Bible 
has, any intellectual basis. Pure reason is not the 
foundation of the rejection.of the Bible, or of the stand­
ards of the 'Bible, or of Christ Himself: the basic reason 
for enmity against God is not intellectual: it is moral. 
Men want a king who will approve of their wrongdoing. 
We know that to be true. Hence men choose something, 
other than the divine prescription. ' 

. I II. 

But at last these men-saw THE FOLLY AND FUTILITY OF 
THEIR COURSE." Absalom whom we anointed over us is 
dead in battle;" and they were without Ii' leader. They 
talked among themselves, saying, "We have cast in. our 
lot with the losing side. ,Our leader has been defeated. 
It does not pay to rebel against David." , 

It is a good thi'YIg when a man comes to see that. None 
'of us will ever get on the right road until we acknowledge 
we have been on the wrong. We shall never espouse the 
cause of our David until we recognize the folly of fol­
lowing Absalom. Where shall I find an illustration? 
The supreme, ultimate, analysis of all moral questions is 
found in the cross of Christ. 

For example, l' said just now that they rejected a good 
king. Can you give me any sound reason for the rejec­
tion of Jesus Christ? "Why," said Pilate, "what evil 
hath he done?" But they cried the more loudly, "Crucify 
him !'~ He went about doing good. He healed the sick; 
He fed the hungry; He gave the lame man 'once again his 
athletic powers, so that he could leap like an hart; He 
loosed the tongue of the du,mb, and unstopped th!,! ears 
of the deaf to all the music of the earth; He raised the 
dead, and dried the mourners' tears, a's He dried His 
own. He never did I evil: "For such an high priest be- ' 
came us, who i~ holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made hig,her' than the heavens." What did 
men do to Him? When the disciples, said, . "Shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us", He said, "He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father." I am the image and likeness 
of God. If you want to know what God is like, 'you must' 
conceive of Him in terms of My disclosure of Him. What 
I appear to you, He is. "He that hath seen me 'hath seen 
the Father." , 

The fact is, we "beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of .grace and truth." 
And yet, when that supreme Exhibition of the divine 
nature, the Efl;ulgence o{ His glory, the Expres,s 'ImagE' 
of His person, appeared among sinfu) men, this world 
said, "Away with him; crucify him." At bottom, that 
is the atti-tude of the human heart toward God until God 
by His grace changes, it. . . 

I say, if you would see this further truth analyzed at 
,the cross, yo.u must look upon the Lord Jesus with 
spiritual eyes. H,e seemed to be defeated-but He 'was 
not. He seemed to have been conquered-but He was the 
Conqueror. Men regarded Him as a victim-He was the 
Victor. At the cro.ss Abs~lom was slain in battle, and 
our Lord "spoiled principalities and powers, (making) a 
shew of them openly, triumphing over'them in it." The' 
cro.ss, that hill called Calvary, was the meeting-place 'of 
the armies of the Lord of hosts and the armies of the 
pit. There the spiritual Absalom met the forces of our 
David; and 

"He hell, in hell laid low, 
Made siR, He sin o'erthrew; , 

Bowed to the grave, destroyed it so, 
And death, by dying slew. 

At the cross He wounded the serpent's head. He dealt 
the enemy of our souls a fatal blow.from which he can 
never recover. 

Bu w,e must view Him also as the sinner's substitute. 
He took on Him our flesh; was made"in the ,likeness of 
man. He was "made sin for us", whatever that means; 

/ 
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sin in the aggregate, sin in its·' totality. T·he moral evil 
of all ages was somehow made to meet upon Him;' and 

, there, as a sinner, He took our place. But He bowed 
His head in death; and illustrated, by the fact that He 
took our place, the great principle that "the wages of 
sin is death". 

Whichever way you look at it, it is always the same 
story .. "Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead 
in battle." The only appropriate epjtaph that could he 
put upon the grave of any man who dies in his sin, is, 
"Dead in battle". It does not pay.' Who of us does not 
know it? Come now, men and women. If .we would be 
honest with ourselves, we are bound to adJllit that re­
bellion against the laws of God, and against His supreme 
~anifestation of those laws, summed up in the p~rson 
of Jesus Christ, always leads to death. 

They took Him to a place called Golgotha, "which, 
-being interpreted, is the place of a skull". The end of 
every sinner's road is the place of a skull. The end of 
a world. in rebellion against God is tlJ.e place of a skull. 
The end of the ar:chenemy is the same. '. It is impossible 
successfully to contend against God. 

Perhaps someone will say, '''Why do you not invite us, 
woo us?" There was no use inviting these men of Israel 
until Absalom was dead in battle. There is Jio use at­
tempting to cure the i'lls of the world by ignoring the 
nature of our malady, sin itself. That m)lst be dealt 
with. When we recognize that it has received its death-

\ blow at the cross, and that He Who ·knew no, 'sin was 
"made sin for us, that we might be made the .righteous­
ness of God in him", when we see that while we chose 
death, He endured it in. our behalf in order th~t He 
might justly offer us life, we have come to our senses. 
In the end of the day, Absalom was dead, but David, the 
Lord's anointed, still lived. . 

III. 
'iAnd Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead 

in battle. Now therefore WHY SPEAK YE NOT'A WORD 
. 'OF BRINGING THE KING BACK ?" They said,' "We hav~ 

been wrong. Let us acknowledge it. Let us send word 
to David that· we are sorry." He is a great man'who will 
acknowledge his wrong. We have known people in 
the course of our' experience of life, who Ihave taken the 
wrong road: we all have done so. But there are some 
people who never ma'ke a mistake! There are people here 
to-night, I doubt, not-who have got themselves anto hot 
water, and much trouble-who could get out of it in a 
moment if only they would say, "I am wrong; forgive 
me." 

But the king had left the city of his own choice. He 
did not wait for the war to reach its crisis. He left it, 
.and the people followed after him. He went up .the 
slope of Olivet, weeping as he went up, like a Greater 
than .he, Who in a later day, followed by weeping women, 
said, "Weep not .for me, but weep for yourselves, and 
for your children. You have invited'trou-ble, and it will 
come to you." But David left the city, and he' went to 
·a place th'at was far off, out of his own city. And now 
the war was over, and' they said, "Absalom is dead,' why 
do we not ,call the king .back again? Who will invite 
him? Who will bid him return to his rightful capital?" 

, My dear, friends, it is marvellous that it is so, but God 
has clothed men with an awful power, the power of 

. sending God away, the power of saying, "I do not want 

Jesu; Christ"-and He a~aits our invitation. He even 
asks for an invitation. David bade someone ,i,nvite him. 
He said, "I will not come unless and~until they ask me to 
come." 

Who of us would? I have known ,many: people Who 
have said, "I wish you would come and see' us sometime. 
Come and have' dinner with me." Do you 'suppose I would 
ever go up to the door and say "I am here, is dinner 
ready?" I at least should have to be sure I was expected 
and would' be welcome. God has withdrawn from us, 
but He awaits our earnest invitation for Him to return. 
Our own gracious King and Qu~en came at the invitation 
of the Canadian Government. They went to Washington 
at the invitation of the American Government., Have 
you invited the King? "Why speak ye not a word of 
bringing the king back?" . 

Not because you do not need Him. Perhaps there are 
men and !Women here' to-night who are saying 'in their 
hearts, "If there is anything in. this Christian religion, 
I do not -believe there ~s a man in this city of Toronto 
who needs it more than I do. If Jesus Christ is so great 
a Saviour, so mighty a King, I wish He were mine I 
need someone. If wisdom and power and grace are with 
Him, I wish He were mine. I need Him." Then why 
do you not invite Him? .why speak ye not a word of 
bringing the King back again? Defeated in one course, 
why do you not set your face toward victory? Having 
been ,brought to irreparable loss in one direction, why. 
do you not set your face in the direction of gain? Why, 
man? Why speak ye not a word of bringin~ the King 
back? . 

Are you af"uid to make 'Jesus Christ your KingF These 
men said, "The best times we ever had in our lives were 
when David was king. Why should we be afraid.to bring 
him 'back again?" Why be 'afraid to submit to our 
David? Do you think of consequences? Some man may; 
say, "But, sir; you do not know my job, nor the firm for 
which I work. You cannot be absolutely straight and 
serve my firm. They expect us to resort to all sorts of 
tricks to get business. My conscience is wounded every 
day, but in times like these. I cannot afford to give up 
my job for principle." Can you not? You cannot af­
ford to keep it! "Why speak ye not a word of bringing 
the king back?" 

Some man .smiles superiorly and says, "Tliat man does' 
not know anything about business. If we were to take 
the course he recommends, we should be ruined." Let me 
say to the honour of God's grace-and, please do 'not mis­
understand it; When you talk to me about taking counles 
that are right, but that in.volve a terrific cost, I will cha.1.~ 
lenge any ,man in Canada to point to· a .more difficult 
situation than we have faced right here. The world, the 
f1e.sh, and.'the devil, were against us. '1"0 do right seemed 
. to spell ruin; but it did not! "Having obtained help of 
God we continue unto this day." Do right, and the Loz:d 
will look after the consequences!' Make Jesus Christ 
King, bring Him ·back again, put Him on the throne of 
your heart, yield Him the sceptre and say, "If it means 
going dawn to the office and resigning, I will make Him 
~ing to-night." If you .do, 'you will be surprised ltow 
well He will look after you. 

A young man said to me ,.respecting a course of duty 
some time ago, "But if, I take this course, what will be 
the consequences to me?" I said, "I do not know. 1 only 
know that if you do your own will, you will look after 
the consequences yourself. If you accept God's way, God 
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will take care of the consequences." And He will. This 
temple in which we· worship to-night, rebuilt in all its 
beauty, is an answer to the cynic who says one cannot 
foiloVl' the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, a.nd prosper. 
Bring. the King back! . . -

Just as soon as' ihe former, rebels were disposed to 
invite him, he ca?ne. There is' a wonderful passage in 
that connection in the Book which says, "Dav.id bowed 
the hearts of the men of Israel." Someone wrote me last 
week and said, "i am completely sold to the royal family. 
I am for the King and Queen." We all are. They bowed 
our hear1:.a .. The man who superintended the construction 
of this ,building said to me-and I think he put it ex­
tremely well: "I think there must have been Someone 
looking after us· 'to give us a King and Queen like ours." 
I said, "Amen.; I believe it." And there ~s Someone 
looking 'after us, to give us a greater King than he. 

I have- not seen the picture, but someone told me of 
see~ng one of the King and his two little daughters. They 
had a picture before them representing the kings of the 
earth, and J eBUS Christ in _ the centre; and the King 
was explaining to his daughters that in reality there is 
only one King, Jesus Christ the Lord. We rejoice in a 
King who recognizes that truth, and who, in ev:ery speech 
that'.I re;:td, always invoked the:help of God. We all.~eed 
God. "Why l:!peak ye not a word of bringing the king 
back?" 

Who else I ask again, can lead us ill green -pastures, 
and beside still waters, anoint our 'head with oil and­

. make our cup to run over? Who else can make us to 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever? 

"The King of love my Shepherd ~s, 
, His goodness faileth. never; 
I nothing lack since I am His, 

And He is ,,-nine for ever." 

I offer you in His name this pric~less privil~ge of ad­
dressing yourself to 'the King of heaven, and bidding 
Him come-and take the throne of your heart. Oh, I beg-' 
of you to do so. Let us all this evening resolve, that ere 
we leave .this building, we will bring the King back ~gain. 

"Return, 0 Holy Dove, return, 
Sweet Messenger of restl 

I hate the sins that made 'fhee mourn, 
-And drove Thee from my breast. 

"The dearest idol- I have known 
Whate'er that idol be,' 

Help me to tear it fl"Olll Thy throne 
And worship only Thee." '\ 

~ 

NEWS OF. UNION- CHUROHES 
_ (COft'ti ...... d f~ ptJ(J" -'1 

went to Edmonton to engage in a campaign, which a few 
weeks later culminated in the organization of a church there 
known as the Norwood Regular Baptist Church, and a young 
man already, called from the Tbronto Baptist Seminary to 
take charge of the work, Mr. G. Wi. Searle. Mr. Hall received 
numbers of letters from different .parts _of the province in 
which Macedonian caBs'came: 

In- the Spring of 1981 Mr. Hall and some workers. were 
directed to 'go to DrumheBer ,to conduct a series of special 
meetings. Drumheller is a mining town of over five thousand 
people in the su~mer time and ar!)und eight thousand' during 
the winter months, and is a:bout ninety miles north-east of 
Calgary. This town was a rather difficult place in which to 

.get a Baptist work started as a,bout sixty per cent of the 
population- were foreign and forty per cent Rom-an Catholic: 
however, a man was put on the field who endeavoured for 
several months to estabUsh a work .but without success. This 
field w,as not neglected, -however, for Pastor Howard 'Phillips, - - \ 

the:p of Benalto, accepted a call to- the work and-in one month 
after his arrival a work was organized with eight members t9 
start. There were souls b~ing saved and ·soon there was a 
number of candidates for bapti-sm who later were driven to 
Calgary and baptized' by Mr. Phillips at Westbourne .. Those 
brethren had no church building' and in ·the fall of the year, 
with a membership of tJwenty-six, a building was purchas~d 
which had to be renovated, and which left them with a heavy 
debt to carry. Later a comfortable parsonage was built at 
th,e rear. Souls were saved 'and the work prospered. Time 
would not permit to tell of aB the experiences both joyful 
and diSCOUraging that .pastor and· people went through, and 
most of all the sacrifice; but it was not all in vain, for the 
work in Druinheller today stands as one of the strongest in 
Alberta with increasing ·attendance and interest. 

About the same time ·that the Drumheller work was started, 
an evangelistic .. campaign was- launched in Crossfield a.bout 
thirty miles north of Calgary. The efforts put for.th were 
abundantly blessed of the Lord in the salvation of m-any souls. 
As this ·town is close to Calgary; a mid'-week sel'vice was 
carried on d·uring the summer months. In the late summer a 
cal.l was ex~nded to Mr. C. S. MeGrath, then, a student at 
Toronto Baptist Seminary, to ,become the leader of ,this work. 
A church was later organized and a building erected free of ' 
debt. The church became self-supporting after the nrst year 
of its existe~ce. This church now also has a manse of its 
own. , 

To one of Mr. Hall's services in Westbourne came a young 
man who was greatly in need of the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who ~as under deep conviction, who finally gave 
his heart to the Lord-. The Lord· seemed- to set His seal on· 
this young man's life that he should preach. the gospel of 
grace. He w.as an ardent student of the Word, delVing into 
its -pages every day for many hours. As he worked on a 
farm, he gave his testimony, and had-'opportunities to preach 
His Word-, and t9day is pastor of· the Crossfield Baptist 
Church. A letter received lately from this young man, Pastor 
J. H. Pickford, tells of increasing attendance and growth in 
the things of the Lord .. 

In the spring -of 1988- another young man came ,from the 
East in the person of .Mr. Earl V. Phillips, brother of Mr. H. C. 
Phillips, who graduated from the Toronto Bible College, and 
who later, after servi,ng two pastorates, Benalto and Cross­
field, was called to hi-s brother's place in Drumheller. 

Early in the work at Dru.inheller the former pastor drove 
down' the valley a.bout seventeen miles every Thursday eve­
ning to a place called East Coulee, another mining town, to 
hold a gos.pel meeting. A few souls were saved' ibut nothing 
of a permanent character was established. However. la!5t year 
the present pastor of Drumheller Church felt cons'trained to 
hold a campaign at East Coulee and numbers of souls were 
saved. . ,It seemed a veritable revival had taken place, and 
now there is an Qrganized church, and Pastor C. H. Meller, a 
gradualte of the Western Baptist Bible School; is in charge. 

Four years ago _when Pastor H; C. Phillips was caBed to 
the Norwood Church in Edmonton, ·the -brethren there were 
very much iii need of a church building. So.n the fall of the 
year they launched a building: campaign by' free will offer­
ings, and by November of that year a new~building was open-' 
ed on' a boulevard convenient to four car lines which travel 
from all par,ts of the city. A better location could not have 
been chosen, and all were assured that the Lord' had under­
taken in 'a wonderful way. Pastor C. S. McGrath, who' in the 
early 'years of the Crossfield ,Church was its ,pastor, is now 
the under-shepherd of the Norwood Baptist Ohurch, and 
blessing is attending his ministry there. . 

Another highlight in' the work of the Alberta Fellowship 
was the organization of. a .Bible School at the Westbourne 
Baptist Church i:p Calgary under the able leadership 'of Rev. 
M. R. Hall, in the fall of 1984~ M:any young people in the last 
five years have come from the different churches and parts of 
the country to receive training to fit themselves .for service, 
not only in the homeland ,but in the far-off fields. Already 
there are some in the foreign field, and others in the home­
land scattered throughout the different provinces, serving 
the 'Lord in some needy field. . 

One young married couple we might m~ntion, both gradu­
ates of the Western Baptist Bible College, is Pastor and 
'Mrs. W. M. McDonald who. are J.abouring in the Crow's Nest 
,pass in_ the southern ,part of the province at a places called 
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Blairmore. This is truly a needy field ar£ongst the mining 
Class of people. Tokens of His grace have been manifested 
Here and it seems to be a worth while work. 

Not far from Blairmore is another mining town c·aIled 
Bellevue, and on this field are Pastor and M·rs. W. C. McKee. 
A church was built in this centre last fall, and there is in­
creasing attendance. Pastor ·and M·rs. McKee are two of the 
splendid workers who had come from the Benalto church 
and had carried 'on several· Baptist Missions ,throughout the 

· northern country before going to BeItevue last summer. 
'rhe gospel has been preached by different workers in 

many small towns, and there a·re Christians in these commu­
nities who are faithfully carrying on Sunday Schools and 
Bible Classes. Some are not in a position to support a 
regular pastor,.so are left to strllggle on alone as it were, 
yet not alone for He lJas promised "never to leave us nor for-
sake us". These brethren need our earnest ,pl'layers. "-

As we look: over the past years since the 'beginning of the 
Regular BaptIst. work in Alberta, our hearts rejoice and we 
fe~l like saying wirth the Psalmist, "The Lord has done great 
thmgs for us whereof we are glad". And as we try to visualize 
the future we do not know what it holds,' but our 'earnest 
prayer is that great things may ·be accomplished in the Name 
of Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us. 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

·Vol.3 Third Quarter . Lesson 28 

THE SMI1TEN ROCK 
Lesson Text: Exodus 17. 

July 9th, 1939 

Golden TeXt: "If any ·man thirst, let hi·m come unto me and 
drink"-John 7:37. . ' . ' 

For Reading: Exodus 18. 

· I. ~e Lord Our Rook-verBes 1-7. 
The children of Israel journeyed according to -the com­

mandment of !the ,Lord (Psa. 78:72; Heb. 8:9). When the 
Lo!rd was their Guide, He provided them with rest ibefore and 
a~ter . their progress througih ·the wilderness country. Elim 
WIth Its palm trees strengthened them for ·the hardships of 
the rwi.lderness (Exod. 115:·27), and Rephidim, "Places of rest", 
refreshed them aftel'lW8ird'S (1 Kings 19:5-8). . 

When all goes well, people are willing to exalt their leaders 
· (John 6:15), hut when diffi'cu1ties ·arise, ,they are not slow 
·to nomiUate and iblame them. Moses lWas unappreciated, 
misunderstood, and despised; the people were almost ready 
to stone him (1 Sam. 30:6; John 8:59·; 10:31-33). . 

Self"'Pity caused the people ,to exaggerate their danger. 
Their eXipeaience of God's ~e in- supplying food for ·their 
nunger should: have induced -them .to trust God, rather than 
·to ·tempt Him. In their unlbelief and rebellion they were putt­
ting God to the test to see if He were with them, and to see 
how far they could ,transgres's Without drawing Divine anger 
and punishment upon them (Deut. 6:16; Psa. 78:18, 41; 
95:8, 9; Matt. 4:7; 1 Cor. 10:9; Heb. 3:8, 9. The ,place 
became known as Massah, "Temptation",. or ·Meribah 
"·Chiding". . 

God demonstl"8.ted, to IMoses and the representatives of the 
people that He was a God of. power, that He was in their 
midst, and\ thatt He could: supply ,their every need. It was 
God Who :f.urnished water ~r 1iliemat this time (Deut. 8:15; 
Neh. 9:15; Isa. 48:21). The rod in the hand of Moses.was 
the .instrument ofi fomner minLCles. God of.ten uses human 
·agents and agencies ·to CIlllT.y· out His will. 

The rock of Horeb was a type of Christ Wiho was. smitten 
that the water of life mj,g-ht'tiow freely to thirsty souls (Isa. 
53:4,10; 1 Cor. 10:4). He is the Rock of Ages, cleft for us. 

, The iLord is our Rack in that He is unchangeaible (·Deut. 32:4; 
Mal. 3:6; Reb. 13:8), 'and in ·that He is our Strenath and 
Refuge, the Rock of our salv.ati~n (Deut. 32: 15, 18, 31; 1 
Sam. 2:2; 2 S.am. 22:32, 47; Psa. 18:31; 28:1·; 62:2). 

By virtue of His atoning death, Christ made availaible for 
sinful man· the 'Water of life (Ezek. 47:1-5; Zecl1. 14:8; Rev. 
2~:6; 22:1)? the -water of cleansing, (lohn 3:5; Eph. 5:26;. 
Ti·t. 3:5; Rev. 1:5; 7 :14), and the iW'ater of refreSih.ment (Deut. 
8:7; Isa. 44:3; Jer. 2:113; John 4:13,14; 7:87-39). 

The water ,from the ~k is ,~ iLlustration of the Gospel of 
,the grace of God in :th.at It was a free gift (John 4:10; Eph. 
2:8); it was aibundant (,Psa. 105:41; Rom. 5:20); it was close 
at band (Rom. 10:8); iIt IWaS availaible for all who would take 
it (Isa. 55:1; Rev. 22:17). 

II. The Lord Our Banner"':"verses 8-16. 
AmaIek, the grandson of LEsau ('Gen. 36:12), laid wait 

for the . children of· Israel in the "!lay (1 Sam. 15:2). The 
AmalekUes were. ,the first· of the numerous nations that 

·waITed .against Israel (Num. 24:20). Like Esau, Ama.lek 
:was one iborn ·after the flesh, who persecuted ·the one born 
aiiter the Spirit, and a similar conflict goes on in the exper­
ience of every ,Christian untH ,this day (Gal. 4:29; 6:17). 

Moses resolved to take 'up his posttion on the top of the 
'hill with ·the rod of God in:' his hand. He !WOUld lift uf his 
eyes unto the Lord, and hold converse with the skies Psa. 
121 :1,2). The rod would remind him that God had chosen 
to use 'him in the past to ibring deliverance to Israel. 

While Moses prayed, the ·people fought, and· victory came 
to Israel as long as Moses had strength to hold up his ihand 
in intercession for them. Aaron and Hur performed a use­
.iul sel"Vice in lending their support ·to their leader. We, too, 
should pray for ·those whom God has placed' in positions of 
responsilbility~' and do our ·u·tmost to share their burdens (·2 
Cr. 1:11; Eph. 6:18, 1.9; 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1; Bab. 
13:18). 

Assisted .though he was \by Aaron and Bur, Moses became 
weaa-y in his task. In our struggle against ·the flesh we have 
an Advocate Whose hands are never weary, and. Wihose eyes . 
are never heavy (Deut. 33:27; Isa. 40:·28-31; Heb. 7:25). 

The Israelites did not spaore Amalek! and his folJowers as 
did Saul in later days (1 Sam. 15: 8, 9), but used their 
swords against :him. The flesh must not be spared, ,but must 
be put in the place of death (Rom. 8:12, 13; 13':14; Gal. 
5:24). 

'God promised .that His people should ultimately be vietor­
ious over the Amalekites, althouglh the war wouJd last from 
generation to generation (Num. 24:20; Rom. 6:14; 8:·2-4). 
Lest Israel should fo~et His word on this matter, Moses was 
commanded to write It in a book, and erect an altar. The 

·a1tar was called Jehovah-nissi, meaning "The Lord our Ban­
ner". God would be to His own a banner, the standard of 
victory and the ensign of love (Song of Sol. 2:4). 
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