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. A REPLY TO' THE BAPTIST TIMES 
In our issue of January 19bh; we published an item 

about the Pas~rs' College-Spurgeon's-having 8IP
plied for affiliation with .the Bapti-st Union, under the 
heading, "Another Czechoslov'akia Thrown· to the 
Wolves". The article .we then published was all f01-
lows: . 

ANOTHER CZECHOSLOVAKIA THROWN TO THE 
WOLvEs . 

In The L#e 0/ Faith, London, England, of December 28th, 
there oceurs this short but significant 'announcement: 

"At its recent meeting SPUiwEoN'S CoLLEGE CouD.cil 
resolved to apply for affiliation with the Baptist Union." 
The Pastors' College was founded by the great and incom

parable Charles H • .spurgeon. Almost 'from the beginning it 
far S\lr"P8.ssed, all other Baoptist colleges in England, in the 
number of students it trained. The influence of the Coll.ege 
upon. 'Baptist life in England~nd, indeed, throughout the 
world--c:annot· be estimated. ' It is known to our readers that 
Mr. Spurgeon, toward the close of his great ministry, fought 
valiantly against the encroachinents of Modernism in the 
Baptist denomination, until at last the Baptist Union passed 
a resolution of censure upon the greatest gospel preacher of 
all the ages.' Mr. Spurgeon withckew from' the Union, and 
there ~re some who believe that the anguish of ·soul he suf
fered on account of the controversy and its accompaniments 
had something to do . with shortening his life, an~ closing his 
great ministry when he was but fifty-eight years of age. 

But the Baptist Union of ISpurgeon's day was almost ultra
orthodox in comparison with its present-day standards. Long 
since the Union has gone to the end of the road, as Mr. 
Spurgeon foresaw it wou.ld. While within the Union dOU!bt
less there are many churches and ministers who still stand 
true ·to the gospel, the Union officially has forfeited a:ll right 
to be regarded as an evangelical body. An organization that 
could elect Dr. T. Reavley Glover to its Presidency, and that 
could establish one like Professor L. H. Marshall in one of its 
colleges-tO name only two of the many ultra-Modernist 
leaders-is no longer entitled to he regarded 'as evangelical, 
by those who believe the Bible to ,be the Word of God. 

During. ~e years 'of the 'Secret~ryship of Rev. J. H. Shake
spear, a sum of money was raised to· .serve as .a Sustentation' 
FUnd. It was raised from all the churches, and committed 
to the servants of the churches for administration. The Book 

. of ·Prover.bs says, "A 'man's gift maketh room for him." 
Weak churches, dependent upon the augmentation of tl1eir 
funds by the treasury of the Sustentation F.und, are required 
to be loyal to :the Modernistic Union of ~hich the Fund js 
a part. . 

. Spurgeon's College has fallen prey, we assume, to that 
Fund.' Its students want positionlr.-and so Spurgeon's Col
lege seeks affiliation with the B.l!-p1;ist l,Jnion that censured, 
and virtualJ.y, if not actually, withdrew its fellowship from 
the worl4's greatest preacher, wh!> was th~ Founder of the 
College! . The' name of Spurgeon,. from the day that it elec-

trifled the religious wol'lld un~l now has ibeen regarded as a 
synonym for bilblical, evangelical orthodoxy. We respectfWly 
suggest that since it seeks affiliation W'ith the Baptist Union, 
by which Mr. :~purgeon was crucified, tpe Council of Spur
geon's College ought, in common decency, to ehange its name; 

'and .thus save it from ·the offence of associating }bo. Spur
geon's naine With an organization fl"OllD which, in Ikis 1ifeti~, 
in protest against its BJPOstacy he withdrew. 

In The Baptist Times of March 9th, 1939, an article 
was advertised in a ,peadliJie right acro~s the' page, 
three-eilrhths of an inch deep, "The Man with a 'Load 
of ,Mischief"; and oil page one hundred and ninety-f~ur, 
the ·article under the same heading appeared, an"- was 
as follows: . 

Dr. T. T. Shields, of Toronto, has agajn come to the f:ront' 
!UJ the c~a~pion of Evangelical teaching in thi., co~ntry. He 
IS very mdignant over the Pastors' College entering the Bap
tist Union. "It is another ·Czechoslovakia thrown to the 
wolves." Dr. Shields, with unenviable disregard for facts, 
says: "The Baptist UniOn of .Spurgeon's day was almost ultnr 
'orthodox in comparison with its present-day standards. Long 
since the Union has gone to the end of the road as Mr. Spur-
geon foresaw it would." '. 

Dr. Shields sees the .Baptist Union in the light of invincible 
.prejudice. His statement is as foolish as it is inaccurate. He 
writes: "While within the Union .doubtless ~he're. are many 
churo}J.es and ministers who still stand true to the Gospel, the 
Union has officially forfeited all rights to be reprded as an 
Evangelical body." 

Dr. Shields' inaccuracy is glaringly mani·fest in the state
me~t: "Weak churches 4ependent upon the augmentation, of 
theIr funds by the treasury of the Sustentation Fund are re
quired to be loyal to the Modernistic Union of which the F\md 
is a part. Spul'geon's College has fallen prey, we assume, to 
that Fund. Its students want positions,' and so Spurgeon's' 
College seeks affilia.tion with the B8IPtist Union." This state
ment ~s not only inaccurate; it is a libel upon Spurgeon's men. 
During many years students from the Pastors' College~ when 
.they settled in the ministry, came into union with the denom
i1;lational organization; there was no question a.bout their 
wanting positions. The only change is that the College is 
now forml!lly in associ~tio.n with the Union. It has long been 
informally associated. . 

The Chairman of the College Committee .have been mem
bers of the Ministerial Committee of the Union. ProfessOr 
Walter Hackney, Rev. Thomas Greenwood, and Dr. Percy 
Evans have served the Committee. 

:Spurgeon's men have played .a great part in the Evangel
ical life of our churches. Those who are on the Council of the 
B,aptist Union are among the leaders recognized in all the 
Churches as devoted servoants of Jesus Christ. . " 

First of all we call attention to the fact that" in our 
ar.ticle reproduced albove we have offered no criticism - , 
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whatever' of the theological position taken by Spurgeon's 
'College or any of its teachers. We have always assum
:ed that Spurgeon's College has stood true to the Spur
. geon tradition-lby which we mean, merely, true to the 
Bible. ' We assume, and sincerely ,ho,pe, that that is still 
tru~. Our criticism was only respecting the affiliation 
of, the Co'llege with the Bapti'st :Union. 

We have had a fairly exiensive experience of these 
,matters, and our· observation is thllot in nothing is the 
truth of the proverb, that a man is known by the com
pany he 'keeps" more ge~,eraUy exemplified than "in re
lig.ious as~ociation!3. It does not, of course, appear at 
'once; ;but one or the other of two differing bodies must 
change if they are to walk together. And if the mighty 
Spurgeon himself had no power to lead the Baptist 
Union back into paths of orthodoxy, we greatly fear that 
the 'Pastors' College will prove itself' certainly no 
mightier than he. ' 

In the article quoted from The Baptist Times, the 
writer represents us as "the champi'On of evangelical 
teaching in this country". The dOctrinal position of most 
religious bodies can 'fairly be estimated by the doctrinal 
pOsition of its officers. Living in Canada, our 'Only way 
of 'knowing what the. English Baptists Union stands for 
is throu.gh its authorized publications, and through its 
visiting official representatives to this country. ' 
, For a number ()f years' Canada has .had full opportun

ity of judging the doctrinal quality· of the officers of 
the ,Baptist Union, for, we ·have had many of them visit 
this land. And it was on our appraisal or the theolog
ical position of these Union officials we, reached the 
conclusion that i'the Baptist U.nion of .Spurgeon's day 
~as almost ultra:-orthodox in comparison with its 
present-day standards" . . 

We may modestly claim to know something of !What 
Mr. Spurgeon's standards were. We have, we believe, 
practically everything he published' on our 'shelves, and 
we have been steeped in Mr. Sp~rgeon's teaching ever 
since our conversion in our 'teens. We have read every
thing that has been pl,lblished on the "downgrade con
troversy", and we venture to say that,' had we been 
older, and had lived in England at the time of the 
"downgrade controversy", it would have been very 
nearly impollsible to have been more thoroughly in
formed of all the particulars. \ 

Canada has frequently been visited by Dr. T. R. 
Glover, a former President Qf the ,Baptist Union .. We 
havEl every ;book that Dr. Glover has published on our ' 
shelves, and have read them thoroughly. Most of them 

. we revieWed extensively at the time of the visit of the 
Baptist World Alliance some years ago. Surely ·he 
wOldd be not only a .bold, but an utterly qaring man who 
would claim that Dr. G'lover's theological position has 
any kinship with evangel~ical orthodoxy. Certainly 
there was no Baptist of Spurgeon',s day of !Whom we 
have ever read, who went to such lengths as Dr. Glover. 

, If one should say that Dr. Glover "is not the Baptist 
. Union, we answer,' It is exceedingly improbable that a 
man of Dr. Glove~'s known theological position would 
·have been elected to the Presidency of the Union-a 
position that seems to be very,highty prized by certa'in 
m~n, and coveted ,~y others-had not the majority of 
theOministers .of the Union been in full sympathy with 
him. 

But we have very sad reasons for .knowing just w,hat 

the Baptist Union stands for. In 1925, McMaster Uni
versity imported Rev. L. H. Marshall, to occupy a Chair 
on the theological faculty of McMaster University . 
Mr. Marshall boasted that he had the full confidence of 
Dr. Glover, Mr. Aubrey, and Dr. Carlile. If Professor 
L. H. Marsh'all was not a Moderni'st doulble-dyed, 
'through and' through, there is no 'such thing as Mod
ernism anywhere. 

Professor Marshall boldly declared 'his' disbelief hi 
'some parts of the Bible. After one of his addresses, 
T~e Toronto Starpubli&hed a headline on the front page 
of the paper in letters an' .inch or an inch and a quarter 
deep, "Marshall Says Bible Not AI'I True." At several 
Conventions we had' the entire educational' sessi'on-

, one lasting from ten one morning until half' past two 
the next morning-stenographically reported. For the 
purpo&e, 'we employed two Hansard reporters, and each 
of those reports cost· us, for stenography alone, more 
than one hundred and twenty -pounds-in Canadian 
money, six hundred dollars. We ,have those reports in 
our files. We had the records made by two reporters 
who worked ,independently of each other, so that each 
could cheCK the accuracy of the other's report: 

Our Baptist Times cl"litic says: "Dr. Shields, with un
enviable disregard for facts", etc. We have not disre
garded facts, .but at great pains and expense we have' 

. alw~ys ascertained the facts. And when we say that 
Professor Marshall was a Modernist of the Modernists, 
we are writing with .a fuill knowlege of' his position, 
derived from bois own addresses 'stenographically re
ported, in duplicate.. Professor Marshall, prompted by 
the Canadian ·arch-ene~y of evangelicalism,' dared to 
say that his position on the Atonement was exactly 
similar to Spurgeon's. Either Professor Marshall did 
not know what Mr. Spurgeon .. taught, or he was guilty 
of, an absolute, deliberate, fal&ehood. Professor Mar
shall held the idea of the infallibility of Holy Scripture 
ilp to ridicule, and even contempt: He e~deavoured to, 
explain away all miracles; mocked at the idea of the 
historicity of the book of Jonah; and, worst of all, ut
terly repud·iated the vi,carious, expiatory, value of the 
death of Christ. . . . 

Profes·sor Mar~hall was thrust upon the Den;mina
tion by a handful of Modernists, who, 'by a villainous 
campaign of misrepresentation, managed to deceive the 
people. Nearly all of these leaders have ·passed to the 
Great Beyond where'they will be required to' give an 
account of their !Jtewardsboip by the "God of knowledge, 
by whom actions are' weighed". 

The deadly, paralyzing, effect of Marskailism is now 
making itself felt in the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec. . . 

But there are some here IWho say, as do~s'Mr. Oln~y, 
o! the 'leaders of the Baptist Union in Spurgeon's day, 
SlDce these leade~s are gone thing~ have greatly im
proved. We answered that in our article of last week. 

T'his must be. said of, all the representatives of the 
B.aptist Union ~ho -have come to ·Canada, that they have 
aIded and wbetted the most pronounced Modernists we 
have i~ this coup.trY. Of cour!5e, they hav~ a'ssociated 
also WIth those who are left in the Convention of On
tario and- Quebec who still cla-im to be evangelicals. 
But judging by the samples of the Baptist Union that 
have come to Canada, we are sure we are well within the 
facts of the case ,in saying, ,"Long ,since' the Union has 
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. ~one to the'end of the road, as Mr. Spurgdon fore~aw it 
wo~d~ . 

. Perhaps, since Mr. ·Carlile has made several visits to 
Canada, we ought'specHically to refer to him. We have 
never supposed that Dr. Carlile was a Modernist. So 
far as we have observed, ·he is,' "Hail, fellow, well met", 
with both Modernists and Evangel,ica'ls; and is equally 
at home in either camp. Professor Ma'rshall, ~e be-
lieve, is now a professor in Rawdon College. ' 

The writer in'-Tke Bapti8t Time8 calls us, "The man 
with a load of mischief" because we have expressed con~. 
ce'rn over the affiliation' of the Pastors' College with the 
Baptist Union. it is because we venerate the name of 
Spurgeon, and becau·se we love the tru~h which Spur
geon preached, that we regret so profoundly that an. in
stitution which he founded should seek affiliation with 
the Union which censured 'him, which broke his heart, 
and per~aps hastened his death; and more ~specia'lly ·be
cause the Union has not officially reversed its· position. 

Be' that as it may, we are 'by no means alone in feeling 
some anxiety about thois matter. We publish b~low an 
article from The Outlook, 'the quarterly magazine issued 
by Highgate Road Baptist Ch.urch, of which Rev. John, 
Wilmot is the Editor, entitled, "More about Spurgeon's 
College and the Baptist Union"; and. also an al'ticle by 
Rev. Henry Oakley," of Trinity Road, Upper Tooting,. 
which we have reproduced from THE WITNESS of June, 
1939. These articles fo'llow, and speak for'themselv.es. 

MORE. ABOUT SPURGEON'S COLLEGE AND 
~I THE BAPTIST ':INION 
'\' By Rev. John Wilmot 

Our fu~ther reference to this su,bject i·s occasioned thus: 
Mr. John H.untley of Bath, a reader of Oua OUTLOOK, wrote 
me in this way, "What are we coming to? 'These words 
about Spurgeon's' CoI.lege make sad reading. What does Mr. 
William Olney think about it?" Mr. Olney replied th'at. he 
is a member of ·the College Council and Blptproved of. ifs 
decision. He asked me to give pUiblicity in this issue to :two 
assurances. One of these is so amazing thBlt it calls for 
evidence ·before acceptance. Therefore, I give ,additional 
pal'lticul·ars. They' will show.which way the wind -is blowing. 
'Dhey are :but a few Bpecimen items which would indicate 

'thBlt :the "facts" are not as Mr. Olney SUpipOses. I realize 
tha.t one may lie charged with intermeddling' with other 
men's' matters. Something like that was said before. I 
also realize that,.1818 Rev. Henry Oakley 'and F. T .. Passmore 
remark,' "Protest makes no difference". But one day ·faith
ful witnesses will receive Divine recognition. "Overcoming" 
in Scripture is related to the subtleties of error, to anti
chri'stianism and apost8lSY.· That is often obscured. And a 
trUe biblical "sanctificBltion", such 'as' Spurgeon perceived 
and practised with wholesome 'boldness, is similarly rela-ted . 

. The ethical as well as theological.position--':£aith and a gOod . 
conlicience-weigthed wiillh Spurgeon. 

The officit..l statement .tha.t Spurgeon's College Council had 
resolved to apply for affiliation with the B-apti-st Union was 

. coUipled with the dual eXplanation that ;thi~ d·id not mean 
any theolo~cal change; but tha.t it is a contr·iibution to 
Christian unity. 

We venture an enquiry as to the ,theology iboth of tl!e 
College and the Union, and we pointed out that Mr. S'Pur
geon ·him-self- recognized that there were men in the Union 
as true to the fundamental truths of Holy Scripture as he 
himself desired and claimed and was known ;to ibe. BlOt there 
were also in the Union, leaders and others, whose unbelief 
stood opposed to historic Baptist orthodoxy .. Mr. Spurg-:on 
stated his case as clearly as words may do In the quotatIon 
which we gave 'and here repeat. He wrote:-

"One thing is clear to UIS, we ca.nnot be exopected to 
. - meet iii any Union which comprehends those whose 

teaching on fundamE(ntal points is exactly ~ -~verse 
of that which we hold dear. Cost what It may, to 

separate ourselves from those who separate themselves 
from the Truth of God is not ·alone our liJberty but our 
duty." . 
Not alone theological cQrruption did Mr. S'Pu'rgeon p~ceive 

in. the Union of hi'S day, but a 'policy of comprehension .of 
which the Word of God disappro:ved, 'and the duty of obedi
ence to the· Truth required separation .from such a mixture. 
(See 2 Cor. vi.) The ·College ·Council, therefore, wo~d ~em 

. to have officially set aside one of the 'fundamental pl'lIlC1ples 
by which the faith and actien of· its revered 'founder were 
directed. 

Here is the assurance which Mr. Olney ;has requested me 
to ~ubliSih ~n 1bhi1i nUlllJber:-

"First of all the Baptist 'Union is in a quite dHferent 
.- position to its condition when C. H. Spurgeon separated 

from. it. Those then prominent in teaching mode~n~st 
doctrines mve been called away, and to-day we reJooce 
to know thBlt the leaders, both older and young, ;that is 
to say our best known Baptist ministers, OI1'e preaching . 
the Truth as faithfully as did Spurgeon himself (italics 
oUrs). .. 

"Secondly, the Council through their representative 
made public statement that the step means no departure 
wlhatever from the Spurgeonic theology whiCh has been 
·taul?Jht there since its foundation." . 

I SUlbmitted this assurance to some who had expressed 
their concern, and ,the following is taken from' replies 
received:- '" 

"r" confess that seeing the men whom they have invited 
of recent years I am not altogether surprised. Dear 
Spurgeon, and his magnificent, and to him costly, pro
test-and 'now! ! ... I agree with Dr. Sihields th'at they 
should cease to use the name of Spurgeon since Ms 
spirit has departed .... ". , 

"I have the greatest esteem for Mr. Olney ~nd am 
surprised. that this receives his approval. I Wlsh that 
what he thinks were t1"Ue. But is i·t? Can we ever 
'forget obhe dastardly a'ttack on the memory of C.H.S. 
·by T. Reaveley Glover?' Is he not still in the' B. U. ? 
H~ he ever expressed his sorrow for tha.t insult? How 
can we fraternize with such? Who of these 'best-known 
Baptist mlinistel'S' p~laims the trwth of Diyine. Elec-. 
tion as Stpurgeon did? Who of theIl! glories In the 
precious . blood of our Lord Jesus Chnst as Spurgeon 
did? One admires the generous spirit of our hro~her 
·but all the charity in the wo:rll.d ~ll not turn .error mto 
trwth." . . 

"How I wish that what it is desired we should believe 
from this memorandum were really true, but anyone 
reading the journal of the denomination or listening to 
its preachers must form a.nother impression. I am 
grieved that our friend 'should not ha~e :take!! the sepai!'
ate po'sition which would ,be appropriate to hiS greaJt II:nd 
honoured ·name." , 

"Thi·s claim i·s amazing. W·hat· Il'bout Dl'Is. Glover, 
Wheeler Robinson and Underwood. He was 'asked to 
address the ·annu·al meeting of the College last year. 
Even The Sivot'd and the Trowel said it was a new thing 
but would make for unity. If in 1887-8 tHere were half
a-dozen hig.her critics in the Union, IllS they were then' 
CBllled, there are' dozens of them now. Only last Tues- . 
day I iheard of a deacon who has resigned beca~e of . 
the modernism of the young minister. It is simply that 
Mr. Olney does not know."" 

"Mr. Olney's statement re the Baptist Union is as
toundingly contrary to fact. As.to the position of the 
College I sug~t obhat you ask w.hether he can vouch 
that oth~ Vel"bal Inspiration of Holy Scriptu're is taught 
to ·the students there as it was by C.H.S. a.nd subse
quently by Dr. McCradg. I have been credibly informed 
that it is not.". 
Dr. Charles Brown cOlLtrjbu~d an article to T~e BritiB,h 

Weekly to the memory of C.H.S. in 1984, at the time of hiS 
. Cellitenary. Spurgeon, 'he said, "was not wi.thout blame in 
the lamenmble Downgrade' controv:ersy::, and "probably his· 
judgment was often at fault". Rev. A. G. Edgerton wrote 
the neXit week: "It is a reall ·pity· Dr. Brown could not lay 
hiB wrea~ upon the great preacher's memory without inter~ 
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twining it with a twig of thorn"; and an anonymous cor
respondent, sUIPPorting Dr. Brown, asked, "Is it h.onest to 
'[YI"etend that Spurgeon's own college stands to-day whM'e 
Sp7.,'I"geon stood in all things?" , 

At the same time the editor ot The Ba/ptist Times had a 
note about the Principal of Spurgeon's 'Colle~ in his capac
ity.as a member of the Baptist Union Council. The n~ 
distinguished Dr. EvaIliS from other members of the CouncIl 
and Union Committees as ·being "loyal to ;the ,Spurgeon tra
dition, he represents the evangelical, point of view. . There 
is no compromise over :his theology, but his synupathies are 
very wide." The only possible inference from this is that 
other mem1bers of the Union hold other theological "points 
of view", and 'are not "loyal ,to the SpUll'geon tradition". 

Aald did not Dr. Glover write a Discipl~p Campaign 
booklet on "The Atonement" whidh, ,by its Modernist eontent, 
occasioned a taking sides for ,and against in the B.U. Council 
Ohamber? And jn order to satisfy ,bobh the Evangelicals 
and the Modernists in Ibhe Union. WHIS not a compromise. 
effected by the decision to 'issue another booklet presenting 
the Evangelical point of view while aYowing the Modernist 
'booklet still ,to circulate? That representlis the "Comprehen
sion'" of to-day as compared wdth its tiny beginnings in Mr. 
Spurgeon's time-sweet water and bitter, light and dark
ness, truth and error, believers and un1believer.s, Christ and 
ibelial~the "eyan~lical point of view" and the Modernist 
points of view fellowshi-pping together! 

The late Dr. Hiarold Morton published articles in The 
Fundamentalist a few years ago on these questions; he 
w.rote me then as follows:- r 

"At the request of Mr. Cihilvers and Prof. Evans, the 
Rev. Thomas Greenwood; President of the Colle~ Coun
cil, came to see me the other day. He tried· to show 
that Spul'geon wdthdrew his ·advice to separate from the 
Union immediately after he had given it, and that, so 
far as ~ptU1'geon was concerned, settled the whole ques
tion of relationship to the B.U. He broug1ht me The 
Sword and T'I"owel to prove this. Having carefully' ex-

o amined The Sword and T'I"owel,. not only for the year 
1888 but ,for 1889 and right on to 1892, the very issue 
befo;e Spur~on's death, I· have been able to make it 
clear to Mr.' Greenwood, and also shall make it clear 
in the Journal, that Mr. Greenwood entirely misunder
stand'S Splltl'geon's words and attitude." 
The Sword and the Trowel for March last has an article 

fram the Secretary's pen cham,pioning the College dec:ision 
and attempting some reply to a .protest made iby Dr. ShIelds, 
entitled "Another Czechoslovakia thrown to the wolves". 
Admittedly this is a bold ti~e, bu;t it may ~ot Ibe,,!'S "foolish" 
as ,the writer suggests, neIther IS Dr. Shields Ignorant or 
ill-informed" on the m.atter, or' "blinded by prejudice". 
Things like these were thrown ·at Spurgeon wihen he made 
hIs protest. It was the Lord Jesus Himself w~o warned His 
disciples of "W'OIv'es -in sheep',s clobhlng", and Pa·ul. followed 
his Lord in reminding the Cihurch '?~ the sam.e ~Ing •. ~or 
must it· be supposed ,that the Baptist Denorrunatlo.n ~s liID
mune, or that f.a.J.se IJlrophe~ may not 'be found Wlt;llln 1J}e 
comprehensoin of the Baptist Union, as they were In 
Spurgeon's day. . . 

The reply wppears under "Wayside No~", ~ure~y an !l'P
propriate setting, for undeniably the decl!!l1on IS a stepping 
aside from that direct path of separation where Spurgeon 
led tby costly resolve and example.' 

Regrett8Jble also is i.t to read that "in ~n imlpressive sJM!f!ch 
in support of the resolution, Dr. ScroggIe stressed the pomt 
that the dhurches of 'this coun,try may ,be subject to an attack 
from ,the forces of paganism wihich will inake it necessary 
for them to stand together if they are to survive". But we 
have heard Dr. Scroggie stress the scripturallPrinciJple that 
the only way by wihich spiritUlaI life and effectiveness can . 
survive is not by uniting with coDltra.ry elements, bu.t by 
standing ~pa.rt therefrom with the Lord and His Word. 
However, Dr. Scroggie has himself in recent years .become 
~a personall, mem·ber of the Baptist Union. We heard Mr. 
Scroggie some years ago at SpUil'geon's Tabernacle (before 
Mr. 'Chilver's settleJllent)-much was being said a.t :bhe time 
abou.t Ohurch Union-advocate ecclesiastical separation in 
strcmg terms and. declare that the day wOU!ld corne when 
the Church would even "federate with .the Devil"! 

On Tuesday, April 18th, Dr. Scroggie delivered his Presi
dential address to Spurgeon's College Conference. We sug
gest tlmit certain tprinci·ples he enunciated might very fit
tingly be applied to this mblical .and Spur~nic aspect .of 
Separation: "Is there not a great discrepancy ·between· what 
we profess tIIIIld what we express?" And again, "Fellow
shi-p ... must be rooted i~ deep spiritual convictions and 
rich spiritual eX!periences, which have Ohrist . for their com
mon denominator-not theahrist of Modernism, but the 
Ohl'list of the New Testament." If Spurgeon's practical 
sanctification wa·s right in }jis day, it cannot be wrong in 
our day. Unity in the Truth, by all means; but where 
principles are comlPromlsed. "United we ,perish"! . 

The programme of the B.U. Assembly a.t Birmingham dur
ing:the fi,rst week in May includes theultm-modernjst; Bishop 
of Birmingham, Dr. E. W. Barnes. It would ,be interesting 
to know whether the Principal of Spurgeon's College in his 
cBlpacity as member of the B. U. Council; and wiho, the de
nominational paper affirms, remains "loyal to the Spurgeon 
tradition", atpproved or opposed this' ·inclusion. Here are I 

Spurgeon',s words again: "Cost what it may, to sepa'l"ate ou.,.. 
selves from those who separate themselves from the T'l"Uth 
of God is not alone our liberty but our duty". 

By its affiliBltion the College officially, and not alone its 
Principal in his individual capacity as hitherto, must share 
its measure of r.esponsibility for and complicity with the 
policy of the Union. This pr.inciple also actuated Mr. 
Spur~on ·in his withdrawal. Is the ,College Council's "con
trilbution to Christian unity" so latitudinarian as :to embrace 
the pol~cy of welcoming ul,tra-modernist speakers to the 
Ba.ptist platform? Loyalty to the 'Spurgeon tradition would 
require the rescinding of the affiliation Pll'oposal forthwith. 
"As Boon as I saw," said Mr. Spurgeon, "that erro'I" had 
becClme ji.".",.ly established, 1 did not deliberate but quitted the 
body at once." 

The College President ·suppor.ted the aftlliatio~ pl'OlpOsal 
"in en impressive. speech". In his Presidential4address a 
little laJter he laid down the basis of "Fellowship" in the 
terms given 'above. And, in the same address iluit asked, if 
there were not a "gre8It discrepancy between w1:l:at we pro
fess and what we express?" It would seem tbhat the "dis
crepancy" here is "great" indeed! 

I would propose a very simple 'and straightforward test 
of the accuracy of Mr. OIney's contention given above:. At 

'. the time of Mr. Slpu.rgeon's separation from the Union he, 
with . like-m,inded brethren, drew up a dOctrinal statement 
whieh they called "A Confession". It embodies simply and 
wi·thout burden of detail, their theological and ethi-cal posi
tion. This is it: 

"We, the undensigned, banded together in fraternal 
union, observing with grow.ing .pain and sorrow the 
loosening ·hold of many upon the truths of Revelation, 
are constrained to· avow our firmest belief in the Vtrbal 
Inspi'l"ation of Btll Holy Scripture as originally given. To 
us, the Bible does not merely contain the Word of God, 
·but it is the Word of God. From 'begUnning to end we 
accept it, and· continue to preach it. To us, the Old 
Testament is no less inspired than the New, the book ·is 
an organic whole. Reverence' for .the New Testament 
accompanied br scepticism as to the Old 'wppears to us 
absurd. The two must stand or fal,l together. We 
accept Ghrist's Own verdIct concerning, 'Moses and all 
the propl,J,ets' in preference to any of the swpposed dis
coveries of so-called higher criticism. 

"We hold and maintain .the truths generally known as 
'the Doctrines of Grace'. T·he electing love of God the 
Thther, ~e propitiatory and su:bstitutionary sacri.fu:e of 
His Son., Jes1Ji:S Christ; regeneration by the Holy Ghost; 
the !imputation of Christ's righteousness, the j~tifica
tion of the sinn'er (once far 'all) 'by faith., his wa.lk in 
newness of life and growth· in grace by the active in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the priestly inter
cession of our Lord Jesus, as also the hopeless perdition 
of aU who reject the Saviour, according to the words of 
the LOrd 'Jesus in Matt. xxv. 46~ 'l'hese shall go away 
into eternal puniehment'-are in our judgment, revealed 
and ·fundamental truths." 

(Continufld on page 10) 
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i4r Jamis' ittrrrt .,ulptt,· 
CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shielda 
" 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toront«;l, Sunday Evening, June '18th, 1939 

(StenDgraphically re~rted) 

"BelDved, when I gave all diligence' to wrjte unto you of the common salvatiDn, i't 
was needful for me to write unto you, and exhDrt you that ye should earnestly contend 
fDr the faith which was .once delivered unto the saints."-Jude 3. , 

(D'T'. E. Hooper, well known to all Cana.dian Baptists, 
though a physician, a Baptist ministe'T' fO'T' m.orB than fifty 
yeMs, u:a.s in the cong'T'egatio,n, and was called to the PWet
for.rn to lead in prayer. 'D'T'. Hoope'T' is ninety-th'T'ee yea'T's old 
and had preached in the ,noming in anothe'T' ohu'T'oh, but was 
full of vigour in the evening and walked and spoke like a 
yau,ng man. Jarvis St. has long 'T'e;oioed in .his fellowship.) 

Pray';!r by Rev. E. Hooper, M.D., Broekville, Onto 
Gracious' God, .our Heavenly Father, we thank Tihee that 

we can praise Thee to~ther. We thank Thee that we nDt 
only have Thy many gifts; for a thousand blessings from 
Thy hand deserve ten thousand songs .of pt:aise-we not 
only' have Thy gifts, but we know that we have ~ee. Do 
'l1hou grant that. Thy graciDus presence may be realized by 
Thy people here to-night. Far ,better than the gifts is it 
to have accompanying them' :the Giver. . 

We thank Tlhee that Thou hast saved us, and called us 
with an holy caning; not according to .our works, ibut aecDrd
i'ng :to Thy pur,pose of grace which T,hou hast pur.posed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. May we be true follDwers .of Jesus 
Ghrist! May we not run befDre Him; may we not be far 
behind Him. We thank Thee tha,t we can came by the new 
and living way into the holy ;place where Thou art, thad; we 
ourselves can come to Thee as Thou hast graciously accom
modated. Thyself to our needs, so that at any time, and in 
any place, where e'er we seek T·hee, Thou art found, and, 
every <place is l\allowed ground. 

We thanl~ Thee, gracious God,. fDr T,hy holy Word. We 
,thank Thee for' our access to it. May we, Thy children, 
feed .on it, by the light and power .of the Holy Sipirit day by 
day. May we, as we are exhDrted by the Psalmist, meditate 
upDn it day and night! , May it not ·be only a S,unday ordin-. 
ance or duty, but the very Hfe-giving food that we seek 
after, that we must have, and for which we constantly thank' 
Thee. 

We praise'Thee that this church i-s a Bi,ble-re8!iing church. 
We thank Thee for the teachers that unfDld the WDrd. We 

"Shank Thee for the great Bihle School where the truth is 
unfolded to othe young. 'We thank Thee for the many ex
hDrtations for the people to lay hold 'of :the Word. We thank 
Thee for Thy word, as a church. Dh, that all churches
might get bacIl: to Thy WDrd, and abide in Thy tr·uth. 

We prai'se Thee fDr the privilege of prayer. We came to 
Thee 'uni,tedly, seeking Thy blessing. May this not .only be 
a~ exercise, but a daily privilege, that we shall speak with 
Thee, and that we may be quiet ,before Thee. Quiet, Lord, 
our broken 'heart; make me teachable and mild; enable me 
to wait wpon Thee quietly"to hear what Thou wilt say/to me' 
in Thy word, in Thy ,providences, in Thy dealings which are 

. often mysterious. Lord, grant that we may hear Thy vDice 
this night. 

We thank Tihee, with many, many ,others, that ThDu hast 
again restored this place .of wDrship. Grant that Thy largest 

. , ,blessing may be with those who meet here. May the atmos
phere be the Spirit of God! May the anointing be CDntinuous 
as Thou dost 81bide with Thy"people. We thank Thee fDr 
Thy servant who ministerl!l here. Grant him IDng yea~ 
yet of service. 

Hear our ,prayer fDr the young man WhD WIllS balptized
baptized into Thy death, buried w.i.th Qhr,ist in baptism. 
Dh that we all might ·be crucified with Christ; that we might 
be ena'bled to knOw what it' is to live in Christ 60 that we 

could say with the Apostle, Nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
,but Christ liveth in me: and ,the life ·whlch I now live in 
the flesh.I . live iby tihe faith of the Son of God, who .IDved 
me, and gave himself for me." Bless this evening's 'servi~e: 

. bless ,the minister, and those who listen. God, bless every 
heart. In Jesus' name, and in His love, Amen. 

1 am sometimes at ,a ioss to know whether to be 
amused or' annoyed when frequently 1 find myself refer
red to in the press as "the militant Pasto;r of 'Jarvis 
Street Church". \ 1 should like to enquire, What other 
sort of P~stor is of any use to anyone? 

We read this evening the distinction between the good 
shepherd and the hireling~ It is said of the latter: "The 
hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not 
for the sheep.'~ He leaves his sheep to the'" tender mercies 
of ~hewolves; but a good shepherd, rather'than fail in 
the fulfilment of his trust, will lay down his life for the 
sheep. 

David was a shepherd: he was still a shepherd when 
God selected him for the 'throne. Before he went to 

. battle against the Philistine, he modestly recited his. 
experiences as a shepherd. He said, "Thy servant kept 
his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, 
and took a lamb out of the flock: . and I went owt after 
him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth .. 
thy servant ,slew both the lion and the bear." David 
did not send in a report to the Convention, to explain 
that his membership, was depleted: he was Sible to report 
that his flock was one hundred per cent. safe---because 
he was a "militant" shepherd. 
~ny man who ,is of any use anyWhere m!lst b~ militant. 

,I dare say ·there are some salesmen here. You plead 
the merits of the product you sell. You insist thBlt it is 
superior to anything' else. You are aggressive; YDU go 
after business; you try to overcome opposition:' If you 
are an honest man, you will not exaggerate, but you will 
be aggressive an!i miiitant. . 

Every builder who is worth his 'salt must be a militant 
builder. He must ever be on his guard against ,wrong 
and, unsafe methods of construction.. He must build 
safely. Every good mother is a militant mother. She 
hates Ithe diseases that would rob her of her children; 

,and from the beginning she declares 'War against them, 
and is ever on the ale~t lest one of her children should 
fall victim to some deadly plague . 

Science---true scien~e---is in its very nature miliiaDJt,' 
, always trying to disdover defects in ilts ,obserVations and 

r4}asonings, always trying to improve on the old. That 
, is true of science in all, departments. Medical science 

is militan,t if it is any good at all ; and more and more 
the medical profession are advocating the advaJlltages of 
prevent~ve medicine---attacking the enemy before the 
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enemy has a chance to attack. Thae is the principle of 
the toxoid and inoculation, in general, fortify,ing. the 
system against alien powers. 

Every true minister must -be a mm-tant minister. If 
· he thinks of his own comfort, if he seeks' the applause 

of men, if .he is concerned for worldly preferments and 
emoluments, he will be "hail, fellow, well met"; and drift 
wi.th the tide. But if he is faithful to ibis charge,' if 
he is concerned for the spiritual welfare of those w~o 
are under his care; he will be always on guard against 
everything Ithat could injure them. He will always meet 

. the enemy wi.th a drawn sword-not because he loves 

iniquity, and the time will come when the Province will 
relieve itself of this impediment. Meanwhile I join with 
all others who protest against 1Jhe jmposition of an un
wanted "hotel" on the Sunnyside district". 

Why should we preach .the old-fashioned gospel? You 
have it in our text. Jude said it was "needful" that 
he should exhort those to whom he wrote that they 
should "earnestly contend for the faith once for all 
delivered ul'llto the saints"_ Not bind it in velum, wrap 
it in silk, and put ~t away on the library· sbelf; but use 
'it, contend for it, let it be the,principle of all our conduct· 
and labour. 

fighting, but because ·he· loves his people, and because it 
is "required in stewards, that a ma~ be found faithfuL" 

Someone ·told. me 'recently that my silence was being WHAT IS "THE FAITH" FOR WHICH WE ARE TO CONTEND? 
urged as an argument in defense of the orthodoxy of a That" is a very large question. That would r,equire the. 
certain educational institution: He said, "They say that measure of an encyclopaedia ,to answer in full; yet it 
Dr. Shields no longer criticizes iIt so -it must be orthodox may be 'answered briefly. There are many scriptures 

· now." l I suppose it ·is an unl:lesigned compliment; but which are,' as Moody would have said, little Bibles. They 
if a health officer puts up a red sign,. "Smallpox here", epitomi~~ the whole' faith once- delivered. John three, 
'OIice, he does not do it again the next morning. I have sixteen; is one: "God. so loved the world, that he gave 
endeavoured, for the safeguarding of -many, to placard his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
some institutions as centres of relig.ious infection, as should not perish, but have everlasting life." That is 
·the disseminators and "carriers" of deadly poison. "the faith.'; "This is a faithful 'saying, and :worthy of 

I want you to think of. th-is subject this evening. Get all acceptation, that Christ Jesus. came into the world 
a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS as you go out the door. to save sinners." ThaJt is "the faith." "I delivered unto 
I do not know how· many times I was asked ~ast week you first of all that whioh I also received, how that 
if I were going to a certain Baptist Convention. The Christ died for O1,lr sins according to the scriptures; an!! 
papers' insisted that I had been invited. I said I had that he was .buried, and thait he rose again the third 
not received an invitation-we did receive an invitation day according to the scriptures." That is .ithe faith." 
twelve years ago, an invitatjon to leave them; and we "God was in . Christ, reconcjling the world unto Himself." 
left. And we have .had abounding blessing, since. You That is "the faith." . "In the beginning was the Word, 
will find in THE GOSPEL WITNESS an article ·dn which I and the Word was with God, and the Word was 'God ... 
have told them that unless and until ,they have rescinded" .and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, ~d 

· every· resolution endorsing a man who mocked at the we beheld nis glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
in-fallibility of the Book, -a.nd held the vicarious, expia- of the l"ather, full of grace and !truth." That is . "the 
tory atonement of Jesus Christ up to ridicule and cOli- faith." "The laJW was given by Moses, but grace and 
tempt, they would ·but waste their time and postage , truth came oy Jesus Chri~t.". That is "the faith." 
stamps sending invitations to me. We still believe the But in principle, what is it? The principle ·of the 
old gospel, and we are still deter-mined to preach it. Christian religion, fundamentally, 'is that God has broken 

· But before I come to the text, I must join with a good .in upon the darkness of the human mind; that He has 
many others in protesting against a certain moral evil intervened and interposed in the course of human his
rampant in this city. This church was not destroyed by tory, and that it has pleased Him to reveal Himself to 
accident.' The fire began behind the pulpit and in the men. That believed, evolution goes by the board. Our 
tower at the same time. I have protested against these knowled'ge of God has not been evolved.out of some innate. 
dens of iniquity, known as "beverage rooms", one right natural, religious consciousness. Such knowledge of God
across the street, and ten others within two blocks. Now, as men possess, has been' communicated tol them' from 
in opposition to the churches, and to the practically un- . Heaven. 
animously expressed wish of the business interests of·the Adam, after his transgression, did not seek .God, -but 
West . end, with arbitrary, dictatorial powers, this ac- God sought him; and when He asked, "W,here.art thou?" 
cursed Liquor Control Board proposes to erect another it was the -beginning of His disclosure of Himself to 
new hotel, near the Sunnyside amusement centre. When sinful man. Thereafter you find Him again and again 
this church was burned, there were certain offices .in coming to men -in their spiritual darkness. Thus and 
Queen's Park that held a ju.bilation because Jarvis Street :because of that, "Enoch walked with God: and he was 
Church was burning. We received several communica- not; for God took him." Thus and because of that, 
tions warning us that we would never be per.initted to Noah built the ark: "By fait,h, Noah, being warned of 
re-erect it. But you will have observed' th/ilt it is up, God of things not seen as y.et, moved with fear, prepared 
steeple and all-and it is very well protected now. We' an 'ark to Ithe saving of" ·his house; by -the which he 
withdraw nothing of o,ur protest. . I believe to-day, as condemn·ed the world, and became heir of the righteous
.I have always believed, that Premier Hepburn and his ness which· is by. faith." -That is another little Bible. 
crowd, are the most unmitigated blight that has ever in- That is "the faith." . . . 
flicted this country; and I hope 1Jhe'day will come when .God came to Abraham: "I called Abraham alone." 
we shall drive ,him and his ilk into everlasting oiblivion. I -Abraham did 'I1ot find God: 'God found Abraham. Abra
make 'no apology for saying this. I have no respect for ' 'ham did not choose God: God chose Abraham. He called 
him or his machine. They have flooded this country with Moses out of the house of Pharaoh, and spake to him. 
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And so of all t~e prophets .. You have the summary of ~t you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which 
in the opening chapter of· Hebrews: "God, who at sundry things the angels desire Ito look unto." 
times and in divers manners' spake in time past unto The ·faith, prophetically and in promise, was delivered 
the fathers by the prophets, haJth in these last days to the saints of Old Testament days, but supremely de
spoken unto us by his Son, who he hath appointed heh: livered to the world iIi the person of God's Son: the 
of all things, by w·hom also he made .the worlds." That ultimate Revela,tion, the divine Ult~maJtum, God's last 
is the ultimate revelation of God, in Christ. "The Word Word to the world., But we now have an inspired reoord 
was made flesh." , . of that .revelation. We read in the New Testament of 

.What is the implication of all this? I 'say, the supreme "the record thalt God 'gave of his Son". So reliable, 'so 
illustration of divine intervention is when the Infinite accurate, is that record that we are told that whosoever 
stooped and ·submiltted to be wrapped in the swaddling' believes ,it not, mak¢s God a liar. If you say to a man 
bands of a child, when He tOOk on Him our nature, and who addresses you orally, "I do not . believe you", virtu-, 
was made in the likeness of men. Jesus Christ was ally you imply that he is 'an untru·thful man. If he sends 
not the 'product of evolution: He came from Heaven. you a letter, and yo,u send it back, saying, "I do not 
"Before Abraham was, I am." He entered human flesh, believe what you say", you call him a liar; and the Bible 
and interposed in human life miraculously; hence the says that those. who refuse to believe -the record which 
virgin birth' of Christ; the ,miracle of the incarna.tion; God has given ~s of His Son, make' Him a liar. 
His miraculous life, and His vicarious, expiatory, death; You remember how John' at least implies inspiration 
and His miraculous resurrection. That is "the faith," when he says, "Many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
that God has actually come to men, and that the Son presence of his disciples, which are riot written in this 
of God bore our sins in His own body on' the tree; ,that . book: but these are written,' that ye might- believe that· 
"he WIllS wounded for our transgressions, he' was bru·ised· Jesus is the Christ, ,the Son of God ; and that ,believing 

- for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 'ye might have life through his name." . If you study 
, upon him; and with his stripes we are healed." Paul's Epistles, you will find that repeatedly he claims 

,That is faith objectively considered, Ithe thing we are' direct inspiration for his writings. He told !the' Gala
to believe about God: that we do not know God, cannot tians tlhalt the gospel he preached was not af.ter man, 

. know God,' apar,t from Jesus. Christ. Jesus Christ is neither had he received it from man, "but by the revela
the only God we know. And if we would keep "the tion of Jesus 'Christ." He tells us of being "caught up 
faith," we must, be on .guard against every encroach- Into the. third heaven, and' .seeing things which it was 
ment upon that precious doctrine; we must repudiate not lawful for him to utter;" and of how the thorn in 
all those who question· the virgin birth and deny the the flesh -was' given to him to humble him '''lest'he should 
essential Dei.ty of Jesus Christ, wi,th all the implications be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
of His diVine Sonship. These are the things we are to revelations" that were given unto him. To the Ephesians 
believe. he said in effect, "You may wonder how I know so 

The faith of Christ may be subjectively considered as much? You muslt be asking questions as -to my know
well. It means that, believing thus in Him, we appro- ledge of the Lord Jesus?" Then he tells them that these 
priaie all the benefits of His miraculous interposition in things 'were I especially revealed to him as they were not 

. our behaif. It means. as symbolized 'in the ordinance revealed unlto the fathers. In ihe text I quoted from 
of baptism you witnessed to-nighi, that we are partici- Corinthians l:J.e says, "I delivered unto' you first of all 
pants in the supernatural; that we are sharer~ in the that which '1 also received." He first of al~ received, it 
power of His resurrection; that we 'are the subjects of 9f the Lord, and then delivered it. 
the ~egeneratip.g grace of God that makes us new crea- Peter spoke of Paul's Epistles, classing them with 
tures. As He took on Him our nalture,' so we, by His' "other Scriptures.'.' I say, then, that "the faith" has 
grace, are made partakers of His naJture; and we are been once for all delivered unto. the saints in this b9dy, 
brought into eternal oneness with Him tJtrough the. of revealed itruth,-tlhe Truth itself, : the Centre and Cir
cleansing efficacy of the blood of Christ, and the regen- . cumference of it, the Incarnate God; and the record' of 
erating grace 'of His Spirit. . . 'it, the inspired ,volume ~hich is the record given u~ by·' 

Of that faith, we have a record. I have spoken to' you God of 'His 'Son~' . . 
of oth.e principle of revel!ltio~, but that faith is said to That ·has been delivel'E!d to the saints, and it has been 
have been ."delivered to the saints". How WIllS it deliv- deli'lJe'red once for all. We ought always to be learning, 
ered? By those. who spake by th~ inspiration of the but of the same gospel. Some superior gentlemen talk 
Holy Ghost. Peter tells us: "The prophecy came not in about "amending the gospel", improving it to meet their 
old time by the wUl of man:' but holy men of God spake modern taste. N,o, my friends. When you. write a letter, 
as they :were moved Oy !the Holy Ghost." He said:' "Of you usually add a postscript. . Why? Because you forgot 
which salvation th'e prophets have inquired and sear.ched something. But when God gave us the record of His 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come Son. He did not forget anything-and if lIe had forgot
unto you: searching what, or what manner of Itime the ten, He would not ask a graduate of McMaster University 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when or of Chicago University, to write His postscript. 
it testified ,beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the The faith is "once for all delivered unto the sain·ts". 
glory that should follow." So completely were they It.is as full of trutJh as are the seven seas with water. It 
mastered by the Spirit of God that· they wrote things is not possi,ble for us ~ver ·to e~haust the fulness of the 
that they themselves could not ·understand, "unto !Whom Holy Scripture. It is true that there·can break forth still 
it was revealed. that not unto themselves, but unto us more light from God's Word, but there is nothing to be 
they did minister I the things, which are now reported added to it, nothing to be taken from it. It is "the faith 
unto you by them that have preached the' gospel unto once for all delivered unto the saints." I have preached it 
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a few years, and I am getting younger al1 the time. I 
am going to live to be as old as Dr. Hooper! (How 
old are you, Dr. Hooper? "Nearly ninety-th.ree.") You 
Jarvis Street people will have to put up with me for a 
good' many years yet! And if I live to be as' old as 
Dr. Hooper, having his health and strength, I hope to 
be like him, still standing by the old gospel. This morn
ing we had a great crowd of boys and girls respond to 
the gospel invitation, and I asked the army of teachers 
in the gal1ery to hidicate at what age they ihad been con-' 
verted. Most of them were, converted when they were 
·very young; and the Superintendent of our Junior De
partment, Mr. Thomas Kear, who went ih~ugh the 
School, was converted at the age of fourteen. That is one 
of the advantages of staying a little while' in oile place: 
one sees.the chiIldren grow up and become men and women 
in Christ, "strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
.might", in "the faith once for all delivered unto the 
saints". . 

We need no alteration, pothing added or subtracted. 
We receive it as it hall been delivered to us from the Lord, 
as a deposit of truth having in it all that is necessary for 
us to know about God for time; and in eternity I think 
we s'hall still use it as a 'text-book. 

II. 

We are told that WE MUST "CON~END FOR THE FAITH." 
H(IW are we to contend? Our text says, "earnestly." 

That ds a very interesting word. "And .being in an 
agony he prayed more earnestly." The word translated 
"earnestly" is cognate to the word rendered "agony." He 
agonized in the garden, and went' forth. to the cross. In 
our contention for the faith, we too must agonize. Weare 
not to do it lightly. We are not to contend for the faith 
in order to prove the correctness of our own o·pinions. I 
do not fear legitimate contention, but I hate a spirit of 
contentiousness.' I avoid people who love contention for 
contention's sake; who are never happy unless they are 
miserable, and never at peace until they are at war. That 
attitude and spirit, are far removed from that which is 
recommended to us here. We are to be downright in earn
est in our contention for the faith. We are so to contend 
that even though it bring us agony, a desperate struggle, 
a conflict with principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, and with their incarnate dupes 'who do their will 
clothed in flesh-we are to contend earnestly for the fai-th. 
Nor by mere argument. It is 'important that we should 
entertain' correct opinions of the Scripture, but the elab
oration of a theory, going to war for a theory, and 
clubbing everyone over the head because he does not 
accept your th eory ,-I , at least, have no sympathy with 
that. That is not the contention for ;the faith that is 
here enjoined. There is a great deal of religious con
troversy that is a ,grief to the Spirit of God. But when 
there is some great matter at issue, where it is a ques
tion of life and death, where it means the conservation'of 
God's truth, where it means loyalty to Christ and to the 
faith once for all delivered, we must contend, and contend 
so earnestly as to be ready to endure the last agony of 
death itself if need be, and, to strive, or resist unto 
blood-our own blood, not others,-all attempts to turn 
people away from the faith. 

But the best way-and the most effective---to contend 
for the faith is to be ourselves the incarnations of it .. 
I have no sympathy with an orthodoxy thalt does not 
make men and women· better men and women; I shall 

not contend for any doctrinal system that does not make 
men and women more like Christ. I would not. wa8ite 
my breath contending for the scripturalness of baptism 
merely as an ordinance. What is the best way to per
suade people of immersion as the scriptural baptism? 
A man planted in the likeness of Christ's dea.th, and' 
walking in the likeness of His resurrection. When a man 
has been raised with ·Christ to walk in newness of life, 
and when he is actually walking in Christ Jesus, show
ing as well as telling, to all around what a dear Saviour 
he has found, you will need no argument, in support of 
believer's baptism. People will say, "Now I understand 
~t. I knew him when ,he was a sinner. I heard of his 
conversion, I ,heard of his baptism; and I declare he is 
a new man." .That is the way to contend for that aspect 
of the faith-and the way to contend for every other 
aspect of rthe faith: to exemplify it. . 

But I do not say the're is no place for argumentative 
discussion of these great matters. Otherwise, why has 
God set some in the church, 'prophets, evangelists, pas
tors, and teachers, "for. the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ"? We must argue about it; we must give people 
line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and 
there a little. We must explain wherein Modernism is 
wrong, and wherein it is contrary to the teaching of 
Scripture; we must set people, young and old, on their 
g~rd. . ' 

I referred to a young girl a week or two ago, whose 
name was Joan, Joan was about thirteen years of age, 
and her mother was a widow, a waitress in one of the 
restaurants here. Little Joan came to our . Bible School 
and learned abou.t the Lord Jesus, and was converted, 
baptized, and became a member of the church. She 
wanted to serve the Lord, was taught in the things of 
God; but her mother was not a Christian. She was very 
fond of going to the theatre and engaging in ot.h~r 
worldly pursuits in such time as she could command, and 
wanted to take Joan with her. Joan talked with Mr. 
Hutchinson, and - came' to me about it, asking, "What 
shall I do? I do not want to go, but mother says I must. 
As long as s·he is maintaining me, I suppose I must obey 
her in this matter," I told her since she was a little 
girl: that she could not legally disobey her mother. I 
advised her to tell her mother that she did not want to 
go to the theatre, that she would be taking her against 
her will, and against her conscience, but that if she 
insisted that she mu.st go, s·he would obey. 

'J oan had a hard time, but she stood like a rock. Then 
she told us her mother was going ~ move to New York, 

_ and she wanted to know where she could go to church 
there. I said, "Joan, be careful where you go in New 
York, it is full of danger to young people. Go to the 
churches and find out where they honour the Word of 
God, and the Christ of the Word. If you find the 
preacher of any church does not magnify the Lord Jesus' 
Whom you have cO!lle to love, do not go a seCQnd time." 
Sometime after that, I went to New York to preach 
in Calvary Baptist ChurC'h of which my friend, the late 
Dr. John Roach Stration, was then Pastor. There was 
a large congregation, and as.I talked with people at the 
close of the service, Joan came up. She was a most 
attractive child. She gripped my hand and said, "Pastor, 
I am glad to see you." I asked her how she got there, 
and she said, "I went to a gpod many places, but they 
did not taste right. The Lord was not· magnified. Then 
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I came here, and I heard Jesus Christ exalted, and I 
knew this was the place for me." , 

That is contending for the faith, so, to instruct young 
people, and boys and girls, that they will know the dif
ference between truth and error. Joan took the Lord 
Jesus with her, the word of God dwelt in her richly, so 
that she was able to stand against all the temptations 
of that great American metropolis. That is one way in 
which we are to contend. 

But I believe we are' 'justified in distinguishing be".. 
tween the true shepherd and the wolf in sheep's clothing. 
I have no hesitation in saying Ithat Dr. Harry .Emerson 
Fosdick is not a prophet of God. The man who denies 
everything that is written, and puts others on an equal
.ity with the Lord Jesus, cannot be God's prophet. 

I know I was right when I opposed Prof~ssor MarS1halI 
in McMaster University. I am positive I was right. 
He mocked at the Book; he po~red contempt upon the . 
principle of expiation in the death of Christ. He was 
not a prophet· of . the Lord. We· did our best to warn 
people against him. 1: had, been in the Convention for 
years. I had given more time to ,the work of other 
churches than to my own. Professor Marshall was 
brouglht .from across the sea in order to reopen the con
troversy, and to centre it around a personality. And this 
church, which was the heart of the whole Denomination, 
this church which originally was built largely by the 
munificence of Senator McMaster, this church that ha~ 
written into its Trust Deed exactly the same Statement 
of Faith that is written into the Trust Deed of McMaster 

. University (and it was while a member of thIs' church 
that' Senator McMaster left his fontune of a million or 
more for the propagation of the gospel which he believed, 
the same gospel we preach. An~ I preach nothing dif
ferent from what Dr. Thomas, or Dr. Cassel, or Dr. 
Caldecott, (,lr Dr. Fyfe, preached. They all stood exactly 
where .Jarvis Street Church stands to-day)-this church 
was expeiled from the Convention. They brought a 
stranger from afar, who wounded our spirits by his 
sacrilegious attitude, and who poisoned the very' springs 
of our'denominational life; and he was at last applauded 
to the echo while he repudiated the sacred things we love. 
And last week they had the audacity to tell the press that 
they 'had given us an invitation to attend their Conven
tion! 'rhis they later corrected by saying a general invi
tation had been issued to all former members of the Con-
vention to come hQme. . .I 

a letter bearing the signature of Mr. Browp, or of Dr. 
'Hooper, or of Mr. Whiicombe,. or of some' other hon
oured brother' ·in Christ. I And . suppose he were to say, 
"That 'is not t.rue, yet it bears that man's signature." 
If the brother wJ10 wrote it were absent, you would have 
a fight on your hands at once.· Wiby? I should feel I 
wa~ the custodian of his hon'our. I should have to say, 
"I know that man, and I know he would not set his 
signature to that which is untrue." 

And "let God be true, and every man a liar." When 
people deny the record He has given of His SO.n, that 
makes God a liar; and I am at war with such a man 
no' matter who ihe is, nor what his scholarship. The' 
honou,r of the Lord requires that we should uphold lIis 
standards. We have been singing, "God, save the King", 
with .alI our hearts. We have i'ej,oiced in the visit of 
Their Majesties to this Continent; I believe they ihave 
exerted' a most salutary influence, not only upon our 
political life, but upon other aspects of life. If you 
ladies want to be like the Queen, throwaway your lip
sticks. God never intended human lips to look like a 
bloody gash such as you see every day on the streets. If 
He wanted you to look like, that, He would have made you 
so, I was glad to read that all the toasts that were pro
posed in their honour, were drunk by Her Majesty in 
water .. The King is a noble man; and the Queen is a 
splendid example of womanliness, true to the core. There 
is a genuineness about them both, in which we glory, and 
when we sing, "God, save the King"-we mean it. . 

We ar:e concerned for the King's honour. And y~t 
there is a sense in which he is only a sy-mbol of gov
ernment. He does what his advisers counsel him to do. 
But we ,haye another King Wbo infinitely transcends in 
every, quality our own gracious King. He gathers up 
in Himself all the powers of government, not of an 
empire such as the British Empire, or even of this 
world, but of the whole universe-a benevolent Despot, 
an absolute Dictator benevolently ruling the unhrerse in 
love; and the enemy would discount the revelation which 
He has given us-I say, for His sake, for the honour 
of His name, we must contend for "the faith once for 
all delivered unto ihe saints~'" 

It is not "needful" that we contend for the faith. in 
tM sense of preventing its destruction. The. faith, as 
such,' can never be endangered, even by the most vicious' 
assaults of the most powerful foes. We need have no fear 
that the Lord Jesul'! Christ can at any point be defeated. 
Hell did its worst when it brought Him to the cross-and 
there He "spoiled principalities and powers, making a 
shaw· of them openly, triumphing over them ·in it." It 

I mourn all such sch~sms; but if contention for the 
faith provokes it; if loyalty to Jesus .christ and to his 
gospel' necessitates separation from the dearest friend 
I have on earth, I think I can say to the praise of the 
glory of 'God's grace, I would bid all my friends, Adieu. 
I will stand by the, Book if' we have to. suJnd alone: God 
has witnessed to us. . Surely, ~urely, if people ihave any 
discernment, they will recognize that the maintenance 
of this work· which has touched the ends of the, earth 
with its influence, is a testimony to the praise and power 
and approval of God upon the witness we have tried to 
bear to Him from .this place. We are happy i~ the Lord: 

, is written, "He must reign, till he hath put· a,ll, enemies 
under his 'feet." 

"0 happy day that fixed my choice 
On TIhee, my Saviour and my God; 

Well may my glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its I"!I-ptures all abroad." 

We must contend for the faith. But wh1i' For the 
honour of the Lord. S~ppose someone were to ·bring ~e 

Nor need we have 'any fear for the Bible: It has 
withstood the ,assault of the enemy through all the cen
turies. Once we hea,rd a preacher remark, when dealing 
with ,the impregnability of Holy Scripture,' that after 
every earthquake of unbelief or alleged scholarship, all. 
the books of the Bible might be heard saying to the 
critics, what Paul said to the Philippian jailer when he 
would have committed suicide: "Do thyself no harm; 
we are all here." 

The Bible still stands-and will stand; and they are 
greatly mistaken who suppose that we have any fear for 
the truth. We can with all our hea!ts--&s we often do 

. in this place-join in Luther's hymn, a~d declare: 



r 

,"-.. 
I --

L 

10 (78) THE GOSPEL WITNESS , June 22. 1939 

'''And though this world.' with devils' filled. 
Should threaten to undo us. , 

We will not fear; for God hath wined 
His truth to triwnpih. througJh us. 

Let goods and kindred go" 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God's trilth .aibideth still, 

His kingdom is for ever." 
'But we must contend for our own sakes. A woman 

in Los Angeles said to me, "Mr. Shields, I find that I have 
to be always fighting against Modernistic encroachments 
upon my mental outlook, beca'use these doubts are being 
insinuated into my mind by everything I read in the 
press. I have to go forth aNlled, and. fight for my faith 
in order "to stand." Of course we must. Do you kno.w 
why we are not in' some sanitarium 'for consumptives? 
Or why we are not stricken ,with' some other ~ell disease? 
Not because we have not been exposed to the contagion; 
not because we have not taken, germinally, into our sys
tem rriany diseases; but because an exhU:beranthealth 
enables us to throw them off. (Is that not· so, Dr. 
Hooper? "It is, sir.") Dr. Hooper is a medical doctor 
as well a8 a minister-and ought to ihave been made a , \ 
D.D. years ago. ' , 

And that is why' we .must contend for the faith, to 
build ourselves up in the things of Christ, so that every
thing in us will fight against error whenever it 'presents 
itself. We need to be so thoroughly inoculated with what 
'Spurgeon called "bibline," as to become immune to the· 
bacilli of al1 ant~-Christian and erroneous isms. . 

We must contend also for the sake' of others. Yes: 
for the sake of the little children. Did you' ever hear 
of a company of 'men who were shipwrecked, and among 
themal1 they had but .one ma.tch with which to light a ' 
fire to stand between ihem and, death? The wind. was 
blowing, and one after another urged that someope else 
strike the match, so fearful was everyone lest he' should 
make a mistake, and the life of the party be endangered. 
Their very life depended upon their abmty ·to ,build a 
fire to keep themselves warm. Shall, we allow anyone 
to rob the children of the Iife-g·iving warmth of the 
gospel? ' 

Would you rob a mother of the remedy that would 
save her child from death? Would you stand between 
her and the doctor as he hastens, to the ibedside of al 
dying child? Why is iii; that'iill tJhe history of military 
campaigns we very of tell. read of the sacrifice of an 
enormous number of lives in the defense of a spring or 
a well? And. on the other side, of g,reat sacrifice of 
life in.an attempt to get possession of it? Why does not 
the military 'commander say, "Let'them have' it if they 
want it"? He cannot afford to. The life of his army 
depends upon access to. pure water. 

I tel1 you, our very life depends' upon "the' faith.'~ , We 
cannot afford to let anyone take our gospel from us, for 
our own sakes, and for others' sakes. "All that a man 
hath 'will he give for his life", Satan said, when, for 
once he told the truth; and wheri once the beHever has 
learned that his 'eternal salvation depends wholly upon 
the truth of the gospel, he wi11 die rather than ,surrender 
it. That is why the martyrs gave their lives rather than' 
betray their Lord., And what we do for oU1.'selves, we
must do for others. 

l could multiply metaphors. We .fight for bread, we 
fight for means of escape from the perils which sur-

I 

round us; and we must contend for the faith because 
there is no other way of salvation. 
. Is there someone here who is not a Christian who says, 
"1 thought Christians ought not to fight .. I thought they 
ought' to be very peaceful people." It all' depends on 
what we fight for, dear friends. We are fighting for 
you. We ,are endeavouring to pass on .. to others the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God. The church is called 
"the pillar and ground of the truth", in'the New Testa
ment. Not in the sense in which the Roman Catholic 
Church claims the monopoly of that depo,sit. The trUth 
is not conserved by the practice of the doctrine of apos
tolic succession, that' the Holy Ghost is transmitted by, 
the touch of a Bishop's fingers. That is 'not what the 
Bible means when it says the Church is the pillar and 
ground of the truth. ,. 

The chur~h is made up of people who are the incarna
tions 'of the Bible, people who are born again, who are 
members of the .body of Christ. The body of truth is 
with them. They are the conservators of the truth; and 
God wi11 always find someone to stand for il;he .truth until 
the last,syl181ble of recorded time. We must contend for 
the faith in order that there may be a church of re
generated people, a church . made up of ,people who enjoy 
the blessing of those who "know the joyful sound". T~ey 
are the pi11ar and ,ground of the truth; and, as long as 
there are such people in the 'world, even though they 
be' found full often' without the camp, they will stand 
for His' truth--:-and contend for it. 

I speak to you who 'are unsaved: we want Ito have the 
gospel to preach to you. I wi11 not l~t ,anyone cast doubt 
upon the truth of salvation by Christ's blood without 
protest, because no one-and particularly this poor sin- . 
ner-can be saved without it. I covet every man I 
know-and mi11ibns I do not know-for Christ; and 
therefore I am resolved that we will hold fast by the 
gospel of the grace of God. Noone shall take it away 
from us. 

"Should all the forms that men devise 
Assan my faith. witli treacherous art; 

I'll call them vanity and lies, 
And bind the gospel to my heart." 

"Dear, dyfng Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

'Till all ,the ransomed Church of God 
, Be saved to sin no more. ' 
"E'er since by faith, I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds su.pply, 
Redeeming love ha.th been my th~e, 
, And shal'l be till I die. 

"When this poor .. lisping, stammenng tongue 
Lies silent in the gra.ve, 

Then in a nOibler, sweeter song. 
I'll sing Thy power, to save"" 

MORE ABOUT SPURGEON'S COLLEGE 

(Continusd from page 4) 

This, was Spurgeon's ground for the '~being banded to
gether in f.raJternal union". Do the members of the College 
Council and Flaculty and of the Ba.ptist Union, personally 
and officially, subscribe to this "Confession" of Spurgeon's? 
"Let your Yea ,be Yea and your Nay Na.y." And let the 
College President's Principle 'be a.pplied, that, there be no 
dis~repancy '~between what we profess and what we 
express." 
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WHY I CANNOT ... Smith, he said, was not a scholar but clever' at present:. 
. . ad, U m· ing other men's theories." . .., .' Rev~ Henry Oakley, Trmlty Ro pper ... ooting Dr. Robertson Smith il;aught these Gennan :theories of the 

There is a pretty widely spread disposition to claim. for Old Testament from his Chair as ,professor of H~brew in 
lIDity. more than eilther Scripture or experience Warrants. the Free ChUl"ch College, Aberdeen, for which iby .the Free 
'J.'1here is a unity that is strength and there is a unity that is Ohurch Assembly in 1879 he was relieved of hils professor.. 
weakness.· hi. the Great. war there was unity between Ger- ship and ca.me afterwards, I ,believe, to 'reside in Cambridge •. 
many and Austria, ibut Austri·a went far to Germany's un- The Graf-Wellhausentheories· have long been discredited in 
doing.. Germany: Only the other day I read an article by .:Principal 

. The questiOill of union has arisen with some poignancy, Cave, D.D., tihe present Iprincipal of Haclmey College. In' 
owing to Mr. Spurgeon's College having sought entrance into it he wrote. "I believe with that talented man, Professor 
the Baptist UniQn. In many quaTters,of course, it· is wel- Strach of Berlin, th·a.t 'in Spi4;e of the great pop~arity which 
corned with loudest accl8lDllltions. Dr. Evans has.·been fit- the views of Graf and Wellhausen have enjoyed, I am, never
tingly rewaIded by. being elected to :t;~e vice..,presidency: of theless, persuaded that an .essential change in the preViious 
the Baptist Union, but even Dr. ·Evans, with all ,his delightful treatment of the history of Israel, and especially. of the ac,. 
urbanity and overflowing kindness of disposition, wiN surely tivity;of Moses, will not exist· permaneJlltly.' Nay, 1 p 
find himself in a strange .place next year when he must pre- further than Dr. ,Strach, for he qualifies this stlutem.ent of 
'side over a company of men with strangeJ.y mixed degrees his somewhat;\.i7i ·my 'View, criticilmr., under tke stress 01 
of faith. He will find some. ultra-modernists, more modern- criticism, will ultimately complete the circle, and a1l0W, t.IB 
ists, some groupists, a majority of ministerial trade unionists, a further ad;ustment, that the Pentateuch was written by 
some any;thi~arians and a few young ritualists, and quite a Moses after all." , . 
few sound ev~elicals. Intellectually and theologically, he When I face these facts I find it difficult to concur 'in 
will be ·wholly Wlth the evangelicals, :but he win have to smile putting men of the type of Dr. WJ!.eeler Robinson in posi
aDd be at home :with those with whom he will have no shred tions of ,great Biblical responsibility and setting them on 
of sympathy in their outstanding thinking or teaching. Such high among BeLievers. 
union may mean something :to him; ·it would be a vexation In .this same article Dr. Robinson writes :-"The educated 
and a sorrow to me. Yet some of my friends have written to Christian of ,to-day is usua1Jly not perturbed by such matters 
me to remind me that "the last citadel is falling" 'and why as the date of Deuteronomy. He regards such things as 
not join with the rest and show a "united front" to the :world? matters for the experts." Perhaps the learned Doctor is 
All that I have to answer is that while things are as they not as omniscient as he think!!! he is; .there may· ibe quite a 
are, "I cannot." numJber of "educated Christians'! who' are still anxious aboUJt 

In a series of articles in The British Weekly under the .. the date of the Pentateuch 'and are not· willing to leave the 
general title, "Does the verdict stand ?" Principal H. Wheeler .matter with :that most fickle and dangerous order of m~n . 
Robinson, the principal of myoid oollege, Regent's Palrk "the eXIperts". If Christ is merely a "Galilean Adventure:r", 

\ College, wrote upon "The Authority of the Church," as illus- as Dr.' Rabinsion dares to name Him, I can 'IlJld.erstand his 
. trated· 'by the case of Robertson Smith. It is in many ways not being "perturbed" about the date of Deuteronomy, but 
a wise 'and discerning article with IIIpparently every sentence sUIPPOse he believed that Christ was "Very God of Very God" 
considered. I have il"ead it ·three or four times and my ad- and:that 1lhis "Very God of Very God" said, "Moses wrote 
miration of its moderation and considerateness have increased of me," would not his intelligence demand some!;hing a little 
upon each reading. IBut as sometimes in any ivy covered - less easygoing in his attitude to the date 'of Deuteronomy? 
trellis you get a sight of the unsoundness of the !Wood' beneath, Amyhow, I am not going to think that the man lacks educa
so here the true man peeps out. There is nothing ~ the irre- tion who says "The Pentateuch is of the naturem a fouruJiJ.
sponsilble bluztings of Dr. T. R. Qlover, nor the unveiled tion.; I must 'be interested in i.t, in its date, its author and 
cynicism of Dr. Underwood, but there is enough in ,the article in dts .words. Moreover, Christ quoted from it' freely and . 
to identify the writer with the author of "The religious ideas I am not ready to dismiss Him as a 'Ga:lilean Adventurer'. 
of the Old Testament." . . He is my Saviour and all- my hopes are in Brim." 
. In one-sentence Dr.' Robinson. writes, "The Ohurc;h ougbt . No, "I cannot!" I have no pleasure iIl these men who 
always to consider whether 'safety firSt' ,is likely to win the treaJt the Scriptures and the Only Begotten Son of God as 
world for the Galilean Adventurer.". We take it he means thoUJ1Jh both were an examination paper for them. to 'mark \ 
Jesus Christ. If so, is it blasphemy, or !loes it only seem and correct. I not only have no ,pleasure in them, lJu,t they 
like it?' The learned :professor has the 'Perfect right as an are an offence to me. It is for me still to remain "without 
individual to IWlite thus of the Son of God, 'but as Principal the camp ~bearing His reproach." 
of a Ohristian College lam. not sure. . I need not insist on 
this; my complailllt, and the thing, that ke!!PB me apart, is 

. that the man who writes ·thus of the Only Begotten Son of 
. God is set 0lII· high among unionist BaptIStS. Only two or 

three years ago he was IlIPPointed to cond'UCt the New Year's 
Prayer Meeting in the Baptist Mission House. Suppose I 
had been there and the learnedPrincip8.l had opened in 
prayer, "Thou Galilean Adventurer, stand among us and ·be 
.with every mission8f1"Y." Ib wouild have been an offence to 
my'intelligence and to my faith. My whole being would have 
shrunk from such, aJ) address to Him "in whom all fulness 
dweJils." I caR'no:t join with men who write thus of our 
Saviour .. He was no ."Galilean .Adventurer"! 

Perha'PB I should stop there and 'write no more. I have 
given what is to me a sufficient rea.son .why "I cannot." Yet 
the article allures me to wr.ite a little further although it 
will add Little to my main ,purpose in writing. It is the last 
of these nationalistic effusions from leading Baptists that· I 
have read. 

It is very evident in the article tha.t the Princi·pal's sym
pa.thies are entirely with Dr. Robertson Smith. Yet Dr. 
Smith did V&ry Uttle original work. He simply popularized 
the theories of ·Dr. Wellhausen, the German critic. When 
Dr. Robertson N,icol first went to Germany he sought out 
Dr. Wellhausen and had a long talk .with him .. Dr. Nicol 
writes, "We spoke of Robertson Smith. I said that Smith 
held the Bible to be inspired and historically true along with 
his (Wellhausen's) views. Wellhausen shook his head and 
said that Smith's position was sehr sonderbar. very strange 

Bible' School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D • . (Tor.) 

V~l. 3 Third Quarter Lesson 27 

THE MANNA FROM HEAVEN 

Lesson Text: ExOdus 16. 

July 2nd, 1939 

Golden Text: "I am the bread of life: he that Cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst."--John 6:35. 

For Reading: John 6; 
'I. Murmurings for Meat-verses 1-12. 

The Divinely-appointed path of Israel lay beside the :palm
trees of Elim. Elim with its reviving coolness was a place 
of rest. The LoId in His aQving wisdom Jmew ,that iRis people 
'Would need refreshment ibefore undertaking the journey 
through the wilderness (Num. 33:9-11; Psa. 23:2, 3; 1sa. 
40:29-31). . 

Murmurinj!' ·a.gainst God is a sinful habit (Exod. 15:24; 
17:3; Num. 14:2, 11, 12; 16:41; 21:5; 1 Cor.,·10:10). The 
Israelites were discontented with .. God's' dealings with them. 
In punishme~t for such relbellion' of heart the~'l' carcasses fell 
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Shields Congratulated 
nothing in themselves, but they repr.esented God 
(Num. 12:8; 16:11; 1 Sam. 8:'1; Zeeh.'2:8; Acts 
9:5). 
II. Measures of Manna-verses 13-21. 

By. Baptist C~nvention 
Pastor Chose To Shun 

The manna was a. type of Christ, as He Himself . 
explained (John 6:32-58). It was sent, not by 

, Moses, but by God (John 5:30; 6:32, 33). Its 
heavenly origin is indicated in its names; "the 
bread from heaven", "tbe bread 'of heaven", "the 
com of heaven", "angel's food" (Neh. 9:15; Psa. 
'18:24,25; Psa. 105:40). Christ came from heaven 
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Congratulations were extended by of Toronto for June 16th. 
the Jubilee convention of Ontario- It speaks for itself. 

. Que!Jec Baptists at the C.N.E. Auto- We appreciate the 
mollve Building yesterday afternoon 
to Rev. T. T. Shields and officers courtesy ,of Dr. John
'of Jlrvis Street Baptist Church To- ston in proposing that a 
ron to. But Dr Shields' name' was message of congratula
·not mentioned speCifically. The mili- tion be sent to Jarvis 
tant Toronto pastor who left the Street Ch·urch and its 
convention some years IIgo and form- Pastor on the reopening 
ed a group of his own which he still 1 d'd . I 
heads, was merely referred to as "the of our sp en I temp e. 
dis.\i!lguished minister of that his- We earnestly wish that 
toric church." . the fire of God could 

."It 'was late in the afternoon when bum up the last rubbish 
Rev. J. A. Johnston. of Montreal, heap of Modernism, and 
,president-elect for 1940, rose on a make it possible, on the 
'lqueJition of privilege." :basis of uneompromising 

,.'~T~~re h~s bee.n some newspaper loyalty to the inspired, 
'publlclty, 10 which my name was d 1 
mentioned as having staWd that Dr. infamble, an supreme y 
.Shields was invited to this conven- au.thoritative Word of 
tion personally," he said. "Dr. Shields God, for us all to unite 
w.a~ not invited personally:. the and dwell togeth~r in 
V!rlter to whom I gave the informa-' unity. 
tlon al?pa~ently misunderstood me. We are grateful to Dr. 
:An fnvltatlon was extended through Johnston for his refe~ 
the daily newspapers and' the Cana- ence to Jarvis ,Street's' 
dian Baptist to all those former mem- Pastor as "its distin
bers of this convention still livin, gul'shed w'nl'ster"', and within its area to join us." 

SEND CONGRATULATIONS per-haps he will smile 
Mr.' Johnston then referred to with us at the reeollec

"that historic Toronto Baptist tion that if the Conven
Church which has played such an tion which approved his 
important part in this convention and resolution could have 
which' was destroyed by fire" and had its way twelve years 
moved that "the congratulations of ago, we should long since 
this convention be extended to its have been the eztin
distinguishe~ minister and its offi- guished minister of Jar-
ce~s. for their part In re-opening the . -Street Ch.urch' We 
edifice to the Glory of God" VIS 't '. ti . . are no unappreCla ve, 
nor are we un-grateful, for this kind gesture. Weare only 
sad that ,McMaster University and its Modernism form an 
insuperable barrier to re-union. 

in the wildemess (Num. 14:29; Psa. 106:14, 15). The miXed 
multitude from Egypt, the eatnp-followers, were doubtless the 
first to show disquietude, but .the disaffection'spread W ·the 
:whole congregation murmured (Exod. ~2:58; Num. 11:4, 5). 
They sinfully longed for the ca.rna:l d.ehghlts of Egypt. The 
backslider refuses the true b~, yet desires ,the llusKs (Jer. 
2:13; Luke 15:16). 

·God promised to rain Ibread upon them. The !figure of rain 
sqgests that the food would be abundant, that itt would come 
f;rrom above, and that it .would appear as a refreshing, fruit
ful'blessing (IPsa. '12:6; !sa. 55:10;·Heb. 6:'1). 
, The manna 'Was sent ·as a test 'of the steadfastness of the 
people (Elrod. 15:25; Dent. 8:2), and as a proof of the faith
fulness of God. The children of Israel would know that it. 
was a God of ·power and of ~ove Who had delivered ,them from 
Egypt. Every evening and every morning they would have 
evidence of H~ mercy and faithfulness (Lam. 3:22,23.). 
. To murmur and rebel against God's messengers is to mur
mur and rebel against God· Himself. '.Moses and Aaron were 

to· save us. 
The nature of the manna was a mystery (Deut. 

8:3). They called it "manna", a Word denoting 
in the Hebrew "What is it"? The Incarnation of Christ as 
the Son of God, perfect God and perfect Man, is a mystery 
whieh the human mind cannot fathom (1 Tim. 3:16). In His 
Person He is .the hidden manna (Rev. 2:1'1). 

In appearance the.manna was round, small, and as insignifi
cant as a tiny seed or as the hoar frost (Num. 11:'1; Isa. 
53:2). ·It was 'White, the coJour denoting puHty, thus sym_· . 
bolic,of the holiness of Christ (Luke 23:4; 1 Pet. 2:22). It 
had the rich taste of fresh oU (Num. 11:8). Christ'gives the 
oil of joy and theunGtion of the Holy Spirit to His followe~ 
(IPsa.· 23:5; Isa. 61:3; John 14:26; 16:'1). The tmanna had a. 
sweet taste like honey·('Psa. 19:10; 34:8; 119:103;.Ezek. 3.:3; 
1 Pet. 2:3). 

The manna was ground and made into bread, "the staff 
of IHe".Christ by His death preserved. us, and Iby His life 
nourishes us. We must by faith partake of Him by feeding 
UipOn His Word (John 6:51-58). He is "the bread of. the 
miglhty" (Psa. '18:25 margin). 

Each :person gathered his measure of DI8IrlII8. It was 
sufficient for his requ.irements, but not more than he needed 
(2 ICor. 8:14, 15; Phil. 4:19).' The manna was satisfying 
to each, as well as sufficient; God gave them meat "to 'the 
fiull" (rPsa. '18:25).\ It suited every taste, and. provided a 
w.holesome diet for all the eh;i.Jdren of Israel for forty yeaN. 
No matter what our condition of life or disposition of mind, 
our Christ can satisfy. His grace is su.fficient for all people 
at all times (Psa. 105:40; 1 Cor. 10:3; 2 Cor. ·3:5; 12:9) •. 

Every type and symibol fal:ls short of the reality. The 
manna, thou:gJh supernatUll'Blly diapell!Sed, was qm.terial. 
Man. ibeing a spiritual being, cannot live by bread alone; 
he needs tlhe nourishment which the Holy Spirit su.pplies to 
the one who partakes of Christ~ according to Divine ap
pointment (Deut. 8:3; Mllitt. 4:4; Luke 4:4). Being ma.
terial, the ~anna was perishable; the sun melted it and the 
air corrupted it. We m·ust l8lbour for the meat 'WIhich does 
not perish (John 6:2'1). 

The Ibreadfrom heaven was but a tem~ blessing, and 
the life which it broughrt did not last. A new supply of 
manna must be gathered each day eJreept on the Sabbatlh 
(Matt. 6 :11). The fathers of Israel who were nourished 
by the heavenly manna died in the process of time. Christ 
the Living Brea4 furnishes the beliievers wi1t.h life eternal 
qohn 4:14; 6:4'1-51; 7:3'1). . 

III. Memorials of Mercy-verses 22-36. 
The 8uperna.tural ,preservation of :the manna. from the 

sixth day to the sevenilih. day marked the Sabbath as a Divine 
institution. God put a difference ibetween that day and other 
days. He sanctified the Sshbath to His own glory (Gen. 
2:3; Exocl. 20:8; 31:12-1'1; 35:2,3; Lev. 23:3). Similarly, 
the Lord's Day is to remind ·us of the sUjpel'Jlatural escape at 
Christ from corruption, of His resurrection unto :life etemal. 
We are to sanctify His day by :worship and service.· 

God would have H~s !peOple remember His dealings with 
them. The Passover Was a memorial of His grace in re
deeming :the people !by :blood from Egypt's bondage. An 
omer of manna, about three quarts raccording to our system 
of measurement, was to be kept in a pot as a perpetual re
minder of His grace in supplying their need of nourishment. . 
A golden ,pot containing manna was .plaeed in the ark of the 
covenant, and with the tables of stone and Aaron's rod' con
stituted God's testimony Ito Hi·s people (Exod. 25:16; 26: 
33,34; 40:3; Reb. 9:4). He is still Jehovalb-Jireh,.the Lord 
Who provides (Gen. 22:8,. 14). . 


