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I shall announce my -text this evening in instalments
for the benefit of any who have not their Bibles with
them. I wish each of you would always bring your
Bible with you.

I have announced a simple subject this-evening, to
the effect that God is always punctual in fulfilling His
covenant-engagements; that He can be depended upon
never to be behind time.

Various contractual forms remind us that time is jin-
variably an element in all contracts. The fact is, time
is an important element in all human affairs. We are
erecting a new building. We have not said to the con-
tractors, ‘“We should like you to complete it at your
earliest convenience”: we have told them that we want
it completed by a partlcular ‘date, and in mgmng the
contract they have undertaken so to do.

“ That is not at all unusual. Men of great wealth may

perhaps afford to be prodigal in the expenditure of their:

- money, but people of limited means must count their
pennies, and be careful how they spend. So if we had
unlimited years to live, if we were not shut up to tem-
poral boundaries, we should not need to be careful of
the expenditure of our time. But we have no time to
waste. Time is exceedingly precious. We are admon-
ished to “redeem the time”." We shall wisely pray, “So
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.”

Itis reported of Napoleon that on one occasion when
he had given an order to one of his officers,” he said,
“Now, sir, use despatch! Ask me for anything but
time, and I will give it to you; but time is beyond even
my control.” It is said that the same great general at
Waterloo, as he saw the sun declining, apostrophizing
the sun, said, “What would I not give for the power of

' Joshua, to retard thy march for but two .short hours!”
What a contrast between the limitation of human life
and the sphere in which God dwells and works! He is
infinite in all the qualities of His being. "From ever-

. lasting to everlasting” He is God. He works in the

leisure, in the amplitude of eternity; and is never under
the necessity of counting the hours. Yet He recognizes
that He has set His human creatures  amid temporal

boundaries, for God saxd “Let there be llghts in the
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from thé

night: and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and

for days, and years.” Because our life is limited, He
gave us a clock by which to measure our days; and since
that clock of the universe was set in operation, it has
known no variation; has needed neither repair nor
regulation.

Yet this Infinite One has condescended to -our low
estate: “Though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect
unto the lowly.” Though time is nothing to Him, He
knows that it is everything to us. Therefore the Eter-
nal condescends to the exigencies of Time, and meets
us where and when we need Him. He is never late,
and never fails in the fulfilment of His promises. ’

Nature itzelf is a parable: the coming of the seasons,
the vicissitudes of day and night, mark the passage of
time: “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and har-
vest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease.” : These things do not, and
will not, fail. The modern view of the world—and the
modern view of God too—deny the supernatural; and
because of that, the comforting biblical doctrine of
divine providence has fallen into desuetude. We scarce-
Iy ever hear of it. We behave as though we were fatal-
ists, as though we had never been taught to pray, “Our
Father which art in heaven”, as though we had never
been taught that God hears the cry of His people, and
at the proper hour stoops and intervenes for .their
relief. -

The Scripture abounds w1th_ illustrations of the prin-

‘ciple of divine interposition, and I have selected a few

of them to show you how God comes into the life of His
people, of individuals and of nations, just at the proper
time, and never disappoints those who trust in Him.

) Y

My first illustration is found in the story of Abra-
ham’s offering of Isaac, in the twenty-second chapter of
Genesis. You remember the story, how God came to
him and said, “Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac,
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
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and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of
the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham
rose up early. in the morning, and saddled his ass, and
took two of his young. men with him, and Isaac his son,
and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God had told him.”
They went three days’ journey. The boy—he was more
than a boy; he was a young man—said, “My father;
behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering”, and Abraham. answered, “My son,
God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering.”

But there was none in sight. Even Abraham must
have wondered how far God would require him to go,
just where and at what point He would intervene. But
he was ready to go all the way with God, however far
it might be. He came to the mount, and bound his son
upon the altar which he had erected. I think it must
have been, with Isaac’s consent, for he-was not a child:
he was probably stronger than his father. Still God
did not intervene. Then the moment came when Abra-
ham stretched forth his arm, the knife in his hand, and
raised, to slay his son.

We cannot understand that without reading the New
Testament. The New Testament intimates that Abra-
ham was willing to go all the way, “accounting that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from
whence also he received him in a figure.” In effect, Abra-
ham said, “It is my responsibility to obey at all costs”—
and provides one of the most conspicuous examples of
_ the real obedience of faith. But.even as his hand was
lifted, and the knife was poised to strike—just then, a
Voice said, “Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither
do thou anythmg unto him: for now I know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son,
thine only son from me.” God said, “You have gone far
enough, Abraham.” He was not too late: He was just
on time.

Let us not ask that God shall meet us at the begin-

ning of the third day. He may conceal His presence
from us; He may be silent in the midst of our trial; but
at the proper time and place, God will make Himself
known. It is of the very essence of faith that we should
believe that, and that we should proceed upon it; that
we should act on the basis of that assumption.. The
responsibility, wherever God has commanded, is His.
Let Him appear when He will.

That is literal history, but it is also a prophetic par-
able; for even as Abraham heard the Voice, he “lifted
" up his eyes, and looked, and behold.behind him a ram
caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went
and took the ram, and -offered him up for a burnt offer-
ing in the stead of his son.” How dark was the world!
How true it was that men dwelt in darkness and .in the
shadow of death! It seemed as though God would

never fulfil His promise, as though Messiah would never -

come! So slowly did God seem to move to fulfil His
word. Yet when the skies were darker than  usual,
“Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Jidaea in the days of
Herod the king.” The New Testament further tells us
that “when the fulness of time was come”—when God’s
hour struck—“God sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
.made under the law, to redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”

If you follow the story of the day of His flesh, up to
the closing hour, you will find that this God-Man had
numbered His days, and apphed His heart unto w:sdom H

that He-arrived at each station in His career at the

exact moment of time ordained from the beginning,.

until at last He said to His disciples, “Go and prepare
us the passover.” He Who was our paschal Lamb, Who
was sacrificed for us, fulfilled all the prophetic and
symbelic scriptures which promised that great atone-
ment; and at the very moment of time necessary to the:
fulfilment of His word, the universe was shaken with
His triumphant cry, “It is finished”; and He bowed His
head-and gave up the ghost. The work was done—and
was done at the time that God intended it should be done.
In that we have a revelation of God’s invariable rule.

IL

Let me give you another illustration. This too re-
lates to the life of Abraham. Hagar, poor Hagar, was
driven away from home, and with her her child who also
was Abraham’s child, Ishmael. The sending away of
Hagar must have been as hard a trial for Abraham as
going to the mount of offering. When the bottle was
filled with water, and she was provisioned for the
journey, she went away with the child into the wilder-
ness. Their resources were soon exhausted, and when
the water was spent in the bottle, and there appeared
no help anywhere, the child lay down under a tree,
Hagar removed some distance from him, saying, “Let
me not see the death of the child.” No help! No.hope!—

+until a strange Voice called, “What aileth thee, Hagar?

fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad.”
Someone knew her trouble; Someone had answered her
ery.

And will you mark it, Hagar was without the pale
Ishmael was a child of the flesh, not the child of prom-
ise. And yet the Voice that called Hagar by name said,
“God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.” You
must not shut God up to your deﬁmtxons God has a
larger love than yours.

I wonder if I should be justified in asking you to look
at Ishmael and Isaac struggling for the mastery in
Palestine to-day? Do not forget that He Who chose
Israel also said of Ishmael, “I will make of him a great
nation.” Do not forget that He Who heard the prayer
of Israel, heard too the prayer of Ishmael.

“And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of
water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water,
and gave the lad to drink.” Just in time! God’s arm

was made bare for the deliverance of two needy souls. ’

IIL

I find another example of the same principle in the
Book of Exodus.
the death-angel had passed over the land, ‘and there was
a great cry in Egypt, for “there was not a house where
there was not one dead”, Moses was sent for, and com-
manded to hasten with his people out of the land. You
know how they went, how they came to the sea, and the
Egyptians pursued after them. And even while they
were in hot pursuit, the spirit of the Munich pact mani-
fested itself. The people said to Moses, “Because there
were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die
in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with
us, to carry us forth out of Egypt.” Then you remem-
ber how the sea was parted, and how Israel went down
into the trough of the sea. What strange blindness
came upon the Egyptians, to lead them fo pursue them
all? But they did. Hard after them they descended,

-

After the plagues were ended, and -

i
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with a well 6f Watér 6n either side. Israel emerged—
not yét free from Egypt. And oh, With what conéern
they must have watched the great host followmg after

Pharaoh’s chariot
~whééls camé off and his inen began to struggle to gain
the farther slde i thmk most of them—all of them were
The peoplée wotidered, saying, “Will God not mtervene"
. See, He allows them to follow us. What shall we do? i
Biit Moses was perfectly éalm, and at the Fight moment
hé stretehed his hand 6ver the sea; and thé record says,
“Thé ses réturned to his strength when the morning
appeared and the Egyptlans ﬂed agamst 1t and the
He acconiplished th_e deliverance of 4 ndbioh—as we are.
accustomed to say, “in the nick of tiie”. Not too early:
not too late. God sliowed that even the féreés of nature
were Subject to His control, and that wheh Heé rieedéd
to utilize thém to fuithér His purposes they wére in-
stantly Fesponsive {6 His ¢ommand. )

We WwoFship the sanie God, iy dedr friends; and who
knows what God w1ll do in the ex1genc1es of th1s hour‘?
tainly I think in tlmes liKe these, for ouf comfort and
the stabilization of our faith, and of our moo6ds, we need a
re-study of the doctrine of divine providence, and a
deepening convicétion; as we read this evenirng, that the

Lord reignéthi; for only as We aré Suré that the Lord ,

reigneth ¢an the earth réjoice, and. the’ multltude of
isles be glad thereof. )
V.

Let me give you another illustration from the Word,
to show how God appears for the reinforcement of a
man who is ready to do his duty——]ust at the time he
needs it. Joshua was commanded to lead the people
into the land of promise. He had arrived outside
Jericho. He had been commanded to encompass the city
until the walls should fall. I think he must have been
deeply pértirbed. “How shall I do it? With what
profit mdy F thus go roufid and rouiid?” Then sud-
denly Soniéoné appeédréd to hif, 4 gréat Wariior with
drawn sword. Joshad riust havé wondeéréd who He
wids, ahd ot whlich sidé He would fight; for he cén-
cluded that t6 Whatévér sidé this gfédt Champion thi'éw
His weight, to that: side victory would be given. Tremb-
linigly heé askéd, “A#t: thou for us, 6r for' 6ur adver-
saries?”’ Thé Stranger drisweréd, “As captaii of the
host of the Lofd dni I now comie. Joshua was no
Ioiiger dloné- With & song’ 6f victory in his heart, he
fiiarchiéd dbout the walled city, knowing Well What the
result woiild bé when at- last the ram’s Horns should
be souiided, dnid the niéii §hould shout:

Do ot ask for grade in ddvance of the Hour when it
will be required. Go ye up to the walls of Jericho.
You ¢an de thidt. Go ad far d4s you carn. Use the ut-
iost of your w1sdom, of the knowledge arid strength He
Kas given you; and at the appointed timie tlie Captain
of thie Lord’s hosts will appear, and will take ¢om-
maifid——and the moient He does so, vxctory will bé én-
sured. His promiseé that He will do so, to the believer,
ensures the victory iir ddvance.

V: )
I give you another illustration. Two or three weeks

ago I spoke to you of that most interesting and inspiring
story of the Book of Esther, so that the outline of the

history is clear in your mmds, of how the Jews were
consmned to death, and Mordecai was clothed in sack-
cloth and ashes. There was fournihg everywhere be-
cause of the King's decree. The clty had béen already
advised of the intetided pogrom: “The king and Haman
sat down to drink: but the city Shushan was per-
plexed.” Ther the. msp1red record says “On that night
could not the kmg sleep Hé was in good health, but

.Sleep was taken from him, he ¢ould not sleep.

Have you ever had wakeful hoitrs? Have you ever
spent night after nlght withiout closing your eyés, until
you felt as thodgh you would never sleep again? Alas,
I have. It i§ a most harrowing feéling. But, “He
giveth his beloved sleep”-~

“Yea; men may wonder-while they scan
‘ A hvmg, thinking, feeling man,
. Confirmed, in such a watch to kéep;
But ahgels say—and through thé word
I thihk their happy siilé is hédi-d—
‘He giveth His beloved, sleep’.”
But sometimes it pledses Him to take dway one’s sléep.
“O1i that night could hot the king sléep, and he, com-
nmiéinded to bring tlié book of Feéords of the clironicles.”
I do not khéw whether heé expeéted that the' reading
would put hini €6 dleép of not. Yeairs ago I knew a cer-
tain doetdr whose wife'was & hiember of the church, but
he seldom came. Again and again I tried to indiice him
to ¢éome to chiurch, but without succéss. One day I went
té 8ée him, to givé him Another invitation. I said, °
“Dédctor, have y¥ou ever had patients troubled with in-
86mnia?” “Very often”, he replied. ““Do you ever find
difficulty 'in getting them t6 sleep?” ‘Very often”,
hé repeated. °‘“Well”, I said, “next fime you have a
patient like that, ¢6me to church dnd see how I do it!”
I do not know whethér the king thouglit the reading
of the chronicles would induce sieep, but whether or no
it actually wakened him up. He heard about what Mor-
decai had done, and for which he had received no re-
ward. He summoned Haman and sa1d “What shall be
done unto the man whom the kirg delighteth to hon-
oiir?” You know the sequel the story of Mordecals
exaltation and the Jews’ deliverance. “On that night”!
What does that tell us? Here is a man who does not
know God, before whose eyes there is no fear of God;
yet God wrought supernaturally, directly, upon that
man’s mind, and kept him awake. 0 -

We may learn something of the resources of our God.
If you try to confine God to your prograrime, or survey
the whole field of possible instrumentalities and ask,
“How can God do this? How can He accompllsh it by
any of these means”, you are likely to omit in your
estimation, the determining factor. God may merely
keep someone awake, and change the whole course of
history. You do not know what He will do. The lesson
is, God was there; and He was thére on txme, as the
sequel of the story tells.

VI .
I give you another illustration. Here were men who
were on trial for their faith. They were required by

- réyal decree, whenever they heard certdin instruments

of music, to fall down and worslip the golden image
which Nebuchadnezzar had sét up. There were three
men who refused to bow. I think there is nothing this
world needs in our day more than meh of the quality of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, men who will say,
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“Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee,
O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship
the golden image which thou hast set up.” I dare say
there were many who prayed for those three men, and
I have little doubt they prayed for themselves. The
furnace was heated “one seven times more than it was
wont to be heated.” Everything was in readiness. As
they were marched toward the furnace, their loved ones
and friends must have asked, “Will God do nothing to
extinguish the flames? Why does He not bow the
heavens and come down?” But He did not! They
came right to the furnace door, but Someone Whom
others did not see, was waiting there, and said to them,
I think, “I am waltmg for you; I am going into the
furnace with you.”

He walked with them into the furnace of fire, until
by and by Nebuchadnezzar came and called his officers
and said, “See! See! Did not we cast three men bound
into the midst of the fire?” They answered, “True, O
King.” Then he said, “Lo, I see four men loose, walk-
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” He was
there, and the fire had no power to hurt them. He did
not appear until they actually got into the place where
they needed Him.

We should all like to be heroes. It would be a thrill-

ing experience to go through &4 shipwreck if you could
be sure you would come out safely. We should like to
be of such heroic mould as to be able boldly to go into
the furnace—if we could only be sure that the story
would be repeated in our experience, and we should
emerge without hurt. These men were like Abraham.
Abraham was willing to lay his son in death if need be,
because he believed that God could raise him from the
dead if necessary. He was ready to welcome the will
of God. So said these men, “Our God is able to deliver
us. We do not know whether it will please -Him so to
do; but if not, it makes no difference to us. We will

not worship the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar -

hath set up.”

God has need of men and women hke them—I say it
reverently. There is a sense, of course, in which God
needs no one. He is sovereignly independent of us all.
But it has pleased Him in His grace so to order things
that He can use us; and in that sense God needs men
and women of this quality, who will dare the flames,
who will go anywhere, right to the extremity of the
duty commanded, in‘the confidence that God will appear
in His own way and time, and deliver them.

VIL

I must give you a New Testament example. I select
one from many. As I thought of it this afternoon, I
was embarrassed with the number of incidents that
came quickly to my mind, illustrating my principle, m.
the life of the Lord Jesus Who was “God manifest in
the flesh”. I select one typical-of all the others.

You remember the story of Lazarus, in the eleventh
chapter of-John. Lazarus was “sick unto death”, and
his sisters sent a message to the God-Man saying, “Lord,
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.” There follows a
verse that few of us understand: “When he (the Lord)
heard therefore-that he was sick, he abode two days
still in the same place where he was.” He gave Lazarus

time to die. He did not immediately answer their
prayer; and when at last He came, the sisters com-
plained that He was too late. There was in their com-
plaint, in principle, that saddest of all reflections, What
might have been. Mary said it, and Martha said it.
They repeated in His presence what they had said while
they waited, I doubt not: “Lord, if thou hadst been here,

.my brother had not died.” They thought He was too

late.

I grant you that sometimes God seems to arrive too
late. Sometimes He tarries beyond the limit of our ex-
pectation; and when death itself, or some apparently
irremedial disaster has ensued, we say, “It is no use
now. It makes little difference what happens: it is too
late. Had He come yesterday, it would have been all
right.” That is how we pray, shutting God up to our
schedules, and to our particular locality, to the instru-
mentalities of our selection; and insist that God do cer-
tain things in our way, or assume they cannot be done.

You remember the sequel of the story? “Where have
ye laid him?” And they took Him to the sepulchre.
Lazarus was raised from the dead. You remember haw
Tennyson celebrates the event, speaking of Mary’s won-
der as she gazed at the Master; the woman who had

said, “If thou hadst been here, my brother had not _

died”!—

“Her eyes are homes of silent prayer,
Nor other thought her mind admits
‘But, hé was dead, and there he sits,

And He that brought him back is there.”

O my brethren and sisters, in a far larger sense than
we have dreamed as yet, we “‘are complete in him, which

is the head of all principality and power. ” Do not say

He is too late. If you came this evening despairing of
deliverance, remember our God has His own way of
appearing for our relief.
VIII,
Peter was in prison. His was a hopeless case. Herod
had slain James the brother of John with the sword, and
his action was exceedingly popular; and “because he
saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take
Peter also”. So Peter was shut up in prison, and de-
livered to four quarterions of soldiers to keep him:
Door after door was locked upon him—and there was
nothing that could be done; “but prayer was made with-
out ceasing of the church unto God for him.”

Then you notice how the inspired record says: “Herod,

intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”
To-morrow is the day! To-morrow! This will be
Peter’s last night on earth. He will go the way of James
to-morrow. “But prayer was made without ceasing of

the church unto God for him”, and the record says, “The

same night—the same night!-—Peter was sleeping be-
tween two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the
keepers before the door kept the prison.” Some of us
find it hard enough to get a good sleep even with a com-
fortable bed to lie on, but to be chained hand and foot,
shut up in jail with expectation of-execution to-morrow!
One can almost imagine (Peter’s saying to his guards,
“Good night; I am going to sleep.”

“The same night.” That was God’s night! That was
God’s time! Through the shut door the angel came.
The door opened, and Peter came to the iron gate that
led to the city, and it “opened of its own accord”. When
at last he had come into the street of the city, and had
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come to himself, he said, “Now I know of a surety, that
the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered me out
of the hand ¢f Herod, and from all the expectation of
the people of the Jews.”

- IX.

One other. “Behold, I come quickly.” When will He
comie? I do not know. Define that word, “quickly”.

Measure it in terms of days, or years, or generations. I-

cannot. But He Who is the. Infinite, says, “Behold, I
come. By my estimation, the time is short. Behold, I
come quickly.” Oh that He would come! I heard of a
man who had suffered a loss in business, and was greatly
distressed. Someone spoke of the coming of the Lord;
he smiled, for he was a Christian, and said, “He cannot
come too soon for me.” There are greater losses than
the loss of property or money, but I remind you that the
Word of God from Genesis to Revelation is a divinely-
inspired, infallible record of divine interposition. It .is
written for the purpose of ‘showing that God can come
down from heaven to earth, and do for His human
creatures what no one else can do. )

I give you His promise, “Behold, I come quickly.” You
ask me when, and I say, I do not know except this: it
will -be in His time, and it will be exactly at the right
time. Wheén the earth is ripe for -judgment, will He
come, “in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” At the same time will He come “to be
glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them
that believe.”

I wish you would say in your hearts this evening that
Jesus Christ is coming again, certainly coming again in
His own time. And His time is always the best time;
His way is always the best way. Let us all answer, even
some who came into this house this evening without
Christ, but have now received Him, “Even s0 come, Lord
Jesus.” “Will you not welcome Him into your heart and
life? That must be an act of divine intervention. God
must stoop and ‘quicken you into newness of life, or you
can never be saved. Will you come? Will you say, first
in your own heart, “Even so come, Lord Jesus”? Then,
washed in His blood, saved by His grace, you will' be
able to be numbered among that great host who love His
appearing, and long for His coming. Then, in that larger
and ultimate sense of His coming down the skies, you
will be able to join in the prayer of all His redeemed
people, “Even so come, Lord Jesus.”

Bible School Lesson dutline

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

_ Vol.2 - Fourth Quarter  Lesson 50 December 11th, 1938

PAUL’S MINISTRY IN. ROME

Lesson Text: Acts 28.

Golden Text: “So, as much as in me is; I'am ready to méuh
the gospel to you that are at Rome also.”—Romans 1:15.

1. The Journey to Rome—verses 1-15. .

.The shipwrecked passengers, prisoners and crew were all
saved according to the Divine promise. They landed on un-
known territory (Acts 27:39), which they later discovered
was the Island of Melita (modern Malta). Malta was at that
time a dependency of Sicily, and its inhabitants were of
Phoenician origin. These natives, ignorant and uncultured as

-unbelievers.

they were, showed kindness to the cold and weary travellers,
and ministered to their comfort (2 Tim. 1:16; Heb. 18:2).

The great Apostle did not consider himself above the menial
task, of gathering sticks for a fire, but showed an example
of humble, industrious service on behalf of others (Rom. 12:3;
2 Thess. 3:8-11; Phil. 2:3, 4). He himself followed in the
footsteps of his Master (Matt. 20:28).

The superstitious inhabitants of the island assumed that
the attack of the viper signified that Paul must be a great
sinner. . The modern illusion that illness or misfortune must
necessarily be interpreted as a judgment from God for sin,
is also erroneous and unscriptural (Luke 13:2, 3; John 9:2, 3).
The Christian is not exempt from trial, and the presence of
sorrow or suffering, far from indicating that he is out of the
will of God, may mean that he is obeying the will. of God
(Acts 14:22; Jas. 1:2; 2 Tim. 3:12). :

Paul claimed the promise of the Lord for the apostles (Luke
10:19; Mark 16:18). Such promises- were provisional and
temporary in their application; nevertheless, God can and
does protect His own servants in a sovereign manner. to-day,
when it is His will so to do. We must be ready, however, to
endure hardship for His sake (2 Tim. 2:3; Heb. 11: 33, 34).

The supernatural manifestation of power caused the natives
to believe that the Apostle was not a murderer, after all, but
a god! So vacillating and uncertain are the sympathies of
the mob (Aets 8:10; 14:11),

The chief ruler of the island, Publius by name, was quickly
rewarded for his generous hospitality. The Apostle Paul, in
view of the part he had played in the shipwreck, was evidently
regarded as a man to be honoured (1 Sam. 2:30). The grate-
ful natives added their share of honour also in return for
healing mercies (Acts 19:11, 12; 1 Cor, 12:9, 28).

After a sojourn of three months in Melita the company set
out at last for Rome. What a long trial of patience! Yet
Paul had learned to leave everything quietly to God, to com-
mit his way unto the Lord,.and wait patiently for Him
(Psa. 37:6-7). )

The Apostle was not a little cheered and comforted in the
midst of his hardships, loneliness and eare by the fellowship
with Christians who had come forty miles to greet him and
to welcome him (2 Cor. 7:5; 11:28; 2 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1:16).

IL. The Gospel in Rome—verses 16-31.

There were many Jewish inhabitants in Rome at this time.
After the capture of Jerusalem by the Romans in 63 ‘B.C.
many had been taken there as captives, but later freed. They
enjoyed liberty of worship in the Imperial City, and many
pagans became proselytes or adherents of the synagogue,
being attracted by two of the distinctive doctrines of Judaism,
Monotheism and the Messianic Kingdom. The idea of one,
righteous and holy God appealéd to the more earnest of the
Romans who had believed in many gods, as evil as themselves,
and the hopes for the future entertained by the Jews, offered
consolation to those whose native religion concerned the
present life only.. ) .

Paul presumed that hostile Jews would have preceded him
to Rome, as they had to other cities, stirring up.opposition
(Acts 14:19). He therefore wisely resolved to gather the
leading Jews together and explain the whole sithation to
them. He desired, if possible, to clear away the difficulties
which might hinder their reception of the Gospel, so that he
might preach freely to them first, as was his custom,.and
afterward address himself to the wider circle of Gentile

Paul’s defence was brief and tactful. .He maintained. that
he was in reality innocent of the charges of sedition and
heresy (Acts 23:1; 25:8), and that the Roman civil authorities
had pronounced him guiltless. But-some of the Jews had

-refused to agree to his acquittal, and therefore he had been

compelled to appeal to the Emperor. Nevertheless, the
Apostle did not hold a grudge against his brethren, but merci-
fully forgave them (Acts 7:60; Luke 23:34; Eph. 4:32; 1
Tim. 1:18). : .
" The Roman Jews had heard nothing against Paul, but they -
had heard much against Christianity. For a whole day he
carefully explained to them the way of life, showing that
Jesus Christ of Nazareth was indeed the One fulfilling -the
hope of Israel (Acts 17:2, 3; 19:8; 26:22, 23). .
The: Word of God is a discerner (Greek “Critic”) of the
thoughts and intents of the hearts of men (Heb. 4:12, 13);
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it reveals their attitude to God as bemg either one of obedi-
ence, or of rebellion. Some of the Romans believed the truth
when presented to them, others rejected it. It is ever so (Isa.
6:9, 10; Ezek. 8:11; Matt. 13:14; Luke 8:10; 2 Cor. 2:16).

Although the Apostle Paul was under restramt and not
allowed to go forth to preach the Gospel in Rome, there was
nothing to prevent him from giving his testimony in his own
hired house as he sat there day after day, .probably chained
to a Roman soldier. Let us also be faithful in proclaiming
the n;)essage of salvation, no matter what our circumstances
may be.

The Book of Acts closes with the account of Paul’s im-
prisonment in Rome, probably because the book was completed
at that time. From certain passages in the Epistles and from
references to him in the writings of the Church Fathers, we
conjecture that he was later freed, and that he visitd some
of the Churches. He was later arrested on the charge of
disturbing the worship of the old gods of the Romans, and
in this way encouragmg treason to the Emperor. After the
burning of Rome in 64 A.D. for which the Christians were
blamed, it was considered a crime to be a Christian. This
time Paul was not allowed to dwell in his own house, but was
confined to the Mamertine Prison in the Imperial City. Tradi-
tion states that he was beheaded by order of Emperor Nero
on the Ostian Road, outside of the city. in the year 68 A.D.

THE GOSPEL IN BELGIUM

War on Superstition and Ignorance
W. J. R. HORSBURGH,
From the Christian Herald and Signs of the Times

(The -following interesting and informing article is an
excerpt from an article on evangelical mission. work. in
Belgium. Brussels, the capital of Belgium, is one of the
ﬁelds of the French Bible Mission to which the Union of
Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec has
undertaken to contribute as' its: Foreign Mission enter-
prise. Ed. G.W.)

What of Europe—what of her near future? Is she rapidly
and irresistibly plunging toward the maelstrom of ruin and of
a war of extermination?

The answer to this question is gwen by the late beloved
Keswick leader, Dr. Charles Inwood, when he. said: “The
Church ought to turn her batteries loose upon: Europe. for
the next few years: it is the most crucial mxssmmry field of
the world to-day.” . Qur concern is not with the anxieties of
the hour but the agencies which are seeking to “redeem
the time” and to “work while it is yet day”.

Situated in a strategic position, Belgium has. a missionary
significance and suggests a missionary vocation. For nearly
twenty years an active Gospel work has been maintained in

this nearby field. At the present time, over 80 centres are’

occupied for evangelistic. work.

There are some who suppose that this “religious” country
does not need the Gospel. Others may think that in twenty
years the task of evangelising has been accomplished. Many
would claim that the “regions beyond”, because of a more
distant Horizon, merit all our concern.

We submit that Belgium is a needy M]SSIO“-Fleld The
spiritual destitution, appalling ignorance, blind superstition
and fanatical opposmon to the '‘Gospel which confront ds. in
so many places. in. Belgium, must. be a sufficient answer to
any doubts of the value of this work. The majority of the
people are completely ignorant of the Word of God and there
is indifference to- spiritual things where agnosticism does not
actually rule.

There is in the Ardenmes an old wayside cruecifix: which
has been used by peasants as a. sort. of fetish. It has: been
the custom, when one has a headache or a toothache: to drive
a.nail into certain. trees in: the hope that the pain. might some-
how be imprisoned in the wood,

A Belgian .magazine which was describing these. “quaint
customs” compared this habit. with those of the Chinese and
Congolese, who often make a small puppet and stick pins
in the ailing part “to let out the pain”.

It is always a shock to discover that superstition never
seems to die out. completely among highly civilized peoples.
When ‘there. is no living contact with God and: Hiss Word, the
human heart reverts to its primitive fears.

How it hurts the heart of a colporteur to discover that the
Gospel of John which was received with such grateful eager-
ness is only wanted to read over a sick cow! or to ward off
lightning. The Belgian people are ignorant of the Scriptures
as a whole, but they think that the Gospels havé a sort of
magical power. What would you say to a man who asked
for the four Gospels, so that he might have one on each of
the four posts of hisbed? Or to the woman who was careful
to keep a copy of John'’s Gospél next to her heart, but who
never read it! Such people wish to have a Gospel near for
superstitious beliefs, as some English people might carry a
four-leaf clover or a rabbit’s foot.

Holy things have been profaned into meaningless words.
There is a town in Flanders called “Oude God” (Old God),
there is a café of the “Holy Spirit” at Namur and a public
house of “The Kingdom of Heaven” at St. Nicholas. To com-
pliment a baby they call him “a little Jesus”. Even their
saints are not always respected, and when prayers remain
unanswered too long, their household images are turned face
to the wall in disgrace or even lowered into a dark well for a
season.

.How hard it is for us to admit that without vital contact
with God, formal Christianity is quickly undermined by the
old forces of paganism which Paul describéd in Romans I.
Just to that extent is Europe pagan to-day and in need of
missionary endeavour

Belgium is such a near neighbor to our own country that
we surely have a special responsibility in taking the Gospel
message there. Just across the narrow waters there lies
this thickly populated land where the Gospel is literally un-
known. We are conscious of the need of far off lands, but,
perchance, we have almost forgotten the needs of a people that
lie almost at our doors.

GOSPEL WITNESS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
OUTLINE
'God Revealing Himself to Men
FJANUARY 1ist, to DECEMBER 31st, 1939
Edited by Dr. Olive L. Clark

IaES’IS"(i)III‘IN(I;.gaIanuary 1st—GOD THE CREATOR OF ALL
Text: Gen. 1. Golden Text: Gen. 1:1. For reading: Gen. 2.
LESSON Il.—January 8th—THE BEGINNING OF SIN AND
REDEMPTION.
Text: Gen. 3. Goldén Text: Rom. 5 20. For reading:
Geri. 4, 6.
LESSON IIl.—January 15th—NOAH SAVED IN THE ARK.
Text: Gen. 8. Golden Text Gen. 6:8. For reading:
. Gen. 6, 7, 9, 10.
LESSON 1V.—January 22nd—GOD CALLS ABRAHAM.
Text: Gen. 11:31-12:10. Golden Text: Gen. 12:2. For
reading: Gen. 11:1-30.
LESSON V.—January 29th—ABRAHAM SEPARATES
FROM LOT.
Text: Gen. 13. Golden Text: Rom. 12:18. For reading:
Gen, 14,
LESSON VI.—February 5th—GOD’S COVENANT WITH
ABRAHAM.
Text: Gen. 15. Golden Text: Gen. 15:6. For reading:
Gen. 16, 17.

LESSO&‘TN VIL.—February 12th—ABRAHAM’S INTERCES-

Text: Gen, 18. Golden Text: Jas. 5-16. For reading: Gen
19:1-3, 12-29.
LESISSEACVHI —February 19th—THE OFFERING OF
TextG Gen 22 Golden Text: Gen. 22 :8. For reading:
en.

LESSON IX. —February 26th—SEEKING A. BRIDE FOR
ISAAC.

Text: éen. 24. Golden Text: Gen. 24:40. For reading:
Gen.. 23.
EESSON X.—March 5th—ISAAC THE PEACEMAKER.
_ Text: Gen. 26:12-35. Golden Text: Matt. 5:9. For readmg:
.Gen. 25, 26:1-5.
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LESSON XI.~MARCH 12th—THE STOLEN BLESSING.
Text: Gen. 27:1-40. Golden Text Gen. 27:34. For
reading: Gen. 27:41-46.
LESSON XII.—March

BETREL.
Text: Gen. 28. Golden Text: Gen: 28:16. For reading:
Gen."29, 31.

LESSON XIIL—March 26th—ISRAEL A PRINCE WITH
GOD.

Text: Gen. 32. Golden Text Gen. 82:28. For reading:
Gen. 33, 35, 36.
LESSON XIV ——Apnl 2nd—JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT.

Text: Gen. 37. Golden Text: Acts 7:9. For reading:
Gen: 39:1-6.
LESSON XV.—April 9th—THE RESURRECTION OF
CHRIST.
Text: Luke 24, Golden Text: 1 Cor. 16:20. For reading:
1 Cor. 15.

LESSON XVI.—April 16th—JOSEPH IN PRISON.

Text: Gen. 39:20-23; 40:1-23. Golden Text: Gen. 39:21.
For reading: Psa 105.

LESSON XVII.—April 23rd—JOSEPH EXALTED.

Text Gen. 41:1-45. Golden Text: 1 Sa. 2:30.. For read-
ing: Gen. 41:46-517.

LESSON XVIII.—April 30th-—JOSEPH PRESERVES HIS
BRETHREN.

Text: Gen. 42. Golden Text: Prov. 17 17. For reading:
Gen. 48, 44.

LESSON XIX—May 7th—JOSEPH REVEALS HIMSELF
TO HIS BRETHREN.

Text: Gen. 45. Golden Text: Gen. 45:8.
Gen. 46, 4T7.

LESSON XX —May 14th—THE DEATH OF JOSEPH.

Text: Gen. 50. Golden Text: Gen. 50-20. For readmg
Gen. 48, 49.

LESSON XXI.—May 21|t—PHARAOH OPPRESSES
ISRAEL.
Text: Exod. 1

Psa. 102,

For reading:

Golden Text: Psa..72:4. For reading:

‘19th—-JAOOB’S VISION AT °

" LESSON XLIIL—OQctober

LESSON XXIL.—May 28th—THE PREPARATION OF

MOSES THE DELIVERER.
‘Text. Exod. 2. Golden Text: Aects 7:22. For readmg
Acts 7: 17-29; Heb. 11I:23-27.
LESSON XXIII.—June 4th—THE CALL OF MOSES.
Text: Exod. 3. Golden Text: Exod. 3:12. For reading:
Exod. 4, 5, 6. .
LESSON XXIV.—June 11th—THE CONTEST WITH
PHARAOH. -
Text: Exod. 7. Golden Text: Exod. 7:17. For reading:
Exod. 8, 9, 10.
LESSON XXV.—June 18th—THE PASSOVER,
Text: Exod. 12:1-86. Golden Text: 1 Cor. 5:7.
reading: Exod. 11, 12:37-51; 18.

For

LES§%§ XXVL—June 25th—THE PASSAGE OF THE RED

Text: Exod. 14. Golden Text: Exod. 15:2. For reading:
. Exod. 15. . )
LESSON XXVII—July 2nd—THE MANNA FROM
HEAVEN.
Text: Exod. 16. Golden Text: John 6:35. For reading:
John 6.
LESSON XXVIIL.—July 9th—THE SMITTEN ROCK.
Text: Exodus 17. Golden Text: John 7:37. For reading:
Exod. 18.
LESSON XXIX.—July 16th—THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.
Text:-Exod, 20. Golden Text: Luke.10:27. For reading:
Exod. 19,21, 22,

LESSON XXX.—July 23rd—MOSES ON-MT, SINAI.

Text: Exod. 24. Golden Text: Exod. 24:7. For readmg'

Exod. 23.

e

LESSON XXXIII.—August 13th-—-MOSES 'BEHOLDS THE
GLORY OF GOD
Text: Exi)d 3é3 Golden Text: Exod. 33:11. For read-
sa.
LESSON XXXIV.—Avug'ust 20th—THE LORD’S COVENANT
RENEWED.
Text: Exod. 34. Golden Text: Exod, 84:11. For reading:
Exod. 35, 36. .
LESSON XXXV.—August 27th—THE TABERNACLE COM-
PLETED.
Text: Exod. 40. Golden Text: Exod. 40:34. For reading:
Exod. 37-39.
LESSON XXXVI.—September 3rd—THE SIN OFFERING.

Text: Lev. 4. Golden Text: Heb. 9:22. For reading:
Lev. 1-8.

OF THE PRIESTS
Text: Lev. 8. Gold Text: Rom 12:1.
Lev. 5,6, 17, 9
LESSOI;I) XXXVIIL—September 17th—THE HOLINESS OF
GO
Text: Lev. 10. Golden Text: Lev. 10:3. For reading:
Lev. 11-14.
LESSON XXXIX.—September 24th—THE DAY OF ATONE-

MENT
Golden Text. Lev. 17:11.

For reading:

Text: Lev. 16.
Lev. 17, 19, 21, 22,
LESSON XL .—October 1st—THE FEASTS OF JEHOVAH.
Text: Lev. 23. Golden Text: Lev. 23:37. For reading:
‘Lev. 24-27.
LESSON XLL— October 8th—THE NAZARITE VOW.
Text: Numb. 6. Golden Text: 2 Cor. 6:17. For reading:
Numb. 1-4.
LESSON XLIL—October 15th— THE MURMURING OF
THE PEOPLE.
Text: Numb. 11. Golden Text: Psa, 106:157

ing: Numb. 7-10, . :
22nd—THE COMPLAINT -
AGAINST MOSES.

Text: N‘"I;‘b 12. Golden Text: Numb, 12:7. For read-
sa. 78.
LESSOI% SXLIV —October 29th—THE REPORT OF THE
SPI
Text: Numb. 14. Golden Text: Numb. 14:21. For read-
ing: Numb. 13; Deut. 1.
LESSON XLV —November 5th—THE SIN OF MOSES.
Text: Numb. 20. Golden Text: Numb. 20: :12. For read-
ing: Numb. 15-19.
L‘ES%ONSSXLVI .—November 12th—THE SERPENT OF
RA
Text: Numb. 21. Golden Text: John 3:14, 15. For read-
ing: John 8.
LESSON XLVIIL—November 19th—BALAAM THE
PROPHET. )
Text: Numb, 22. Golden Text: Numb. 24:17., For read-
ing: Numb. 23, 24,
LESSON XLVIIL.—November 26th—THE APPOINTMENT
OF JOSHUA.
Text: Numb. 27. Golden Text: Joshua 1 :5. For reading:
Numb. 25, 26, 28, 29.

For reading:

For read-

LESSON XLIX.—December 3rd—THE CITIES OF REFUGE.

¢

LESSON XXXI.—July 30th—THE TABERNACLE IN THE

WILDERNESS.
Text: Exod. 26. Golden Text Exod. 25:22, For reading:
Exod. 26-31.
LESSON XXXII.—August 6th—THE GOLDEN CALF.
TextPExoldo 32. Golden Text: Exod. 20:3. For readmg
- sa. 106.

~ Text: Numb. 35. Golden Text: Matt. 5:7. For reading:
Numb. 30-34.
LESSON L.—December 10th—MOSES CHARGES THE
PEOPLE.
Text: Deut. 8. Golden Text: Deut. 8:2. For reading:
Deut. 11. -
LESSON LI.—December 17th—THE DEATH OF MOSES.
Text: Deut. 34. Golden Text: Deut. 34:10. For reading:
Deut. 3.
LESSON LIl.—December 24th—THE BIRTH OF THE
SAVIOUR.
Text: Luke 2:1-20. Golden Text: Matt. 1:21. For read- .,
ing: John 1:1-18.

" LESSON LIIL—December 3lst—REVIEW THE HEROES

OF FAITH.
Text: Heb, 11:1-29. Golden Text: Heb, 11:6., For read-
ing: Heb. 11 30-40

-
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Only "One Dollar Each!
No.1 “THE PLOT THAT FAILED”

Beautifully bound in cloth—nearly 400 pages—postpaid to any address.

No.2  “OTHER LITTLE SHIPS”

‘Beautifully bound in blue cloth with gilt letters—really a $2.00 book, 280 pages.
Reduced for Christmas Presents. .
Either or both of the above would be an appropriate gift for your Pastor.

OTHER CHRISTMAS BARGAINS

Many people grow weary, are all but tired out, before Christmas comes, trying to select Christmas presents for
their friends; which must be, first, within their means; which will be agreeable to their friends’ tastes, and so be to
them a gift of real value; and last of all;, which in some degree will reflect their own desire for their friends.

To those who are really believers, the further. consideration will be added: whether the present will express the
donor s testimony for Christ, and thus tend to further the spiritual interests of the recipient, and in the end be glorify-
ing to God. To those whose minds are thus exercised, we offer the following auggestlons

Send “The Gospel Witness’” to as many -friends as possible for 52 consecutive weeks. Each week
it will preach the gospel to the unconverted, edify the saints, and mlmster comfort to the ‘shut-ins and

the bereaved.

' , BARGAINS IN BOOKS. WITH BLESSINGS .

No. 3. “The Gospel Witriess” with copy of “The Most Famous Trial in History” to any
address postpaid—$2.00. - )

No. 4. “The Gospel Witness” to six separate addresses—$9.00.

No. 5. “The Gospel Witness” to three separate addresses—$5.00. '

‘No. 6. “The Gospel Witness” and a copy of “Other Little Shlps or “The Plot That

Failed”—To one or more addresses, post-pald—$2 50. (Regular $2.00 and -
$1.00 respectively, or.$3.00.) - :

Order your '"Gospel Witness™ subscriptions now, and we will mail on any date you direct. If you desire to use
your own "card of Christmas greeting, and will forward it to us, we will enclose with “Witneas™ or book; or, other-
wise, we will provide the card and use as you dlrect .

: . ORDER " FORM

"THE GOSPEL WITNESS, .o - )

130 Gerrard St. East, Toronto, Canada. . ) ,
Please find enclosed $ . .. for which send No.. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 6, as per above advemaement

(cross out number or numbers not ordered) to the followmg,addreu or addresses:
Name - . " Address -
y
\ \
Sig‘nature:

Addiess:'




