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PESSIMISTS VERSUS OPTJMJSTS 
Pessimists and optimists and their respective .philoso

phies of life, and of the circumstantial elements and situ
ations of which life is made up, a·re frequently nameq in 

. juxtaposition' and contrast. For. example, returning 
once on ship from England we shared -the taRle of a 

,'South African diamond'magnate, a .very wealthy ~an. 
We recall his telling us of a definition of the two' wnich 
had greatly interested him. He had heard that an opti
mist was one who did "not ca're what .happened so long 
as it did not ·happen to him; and ·a pessimist was de
scribed !is one ~ho had liv~d too long with an 'optimist! 

Perill~ps ·eYery.on~"whp rel!.ds· 'these li'nes" will . reCall 
otlier 'contrasting' definitIons, but' wit are" contemplating 
th'e"r~I~~~PHs' a~p'e~fo~ ·t~~~~· ~W? ~p'p'~~i~g ·~~ti~~~e.s t~-
ward life, and we find an illustration of it in the sixth 
cliapt~ir ,of ',Johri"s Gospel,' in 'the' sto'ry of th~"iniraculous, 
feedhig '0'1. £ne "five ·ilio·usarici. .. · The importance of" that' 
miracle may 'he :a'ppraised' iIi' part by' ·tlle fact' ihat ii' is 
recorded in 'each of the :four. Gospels; and tlie four narra~' 
tiy~~ ~re ~o~p.le~enta·l-y 'to each other: john : at' one point 
P~f#~u'lliriie!l' a . 'li"ttIe' more 'iiiap ~lie others, "hi that he 
speciftcaliy .names those" who" were' 'perhaps' the . mou·£h
p'ieces of' the: disciples' "in gEmeraI'"when' 'tliey replied" to 
the' Master's 'proposartha:t die Dlliititude' should' bEdea .. 

The'question; '~WIience shall we' buy bread tIiat ;-tliese 
ma'y' eat:~,' was I ~ubJIlitted '-to' Ph"iIip:' . It' '~as not' a~keil 
be'cause . the LOrd was' 'in 'need of Philip's counsel, 'for He 
aiready"knew 'what' he 'would' del'.' T'he 'question was 
put"9P,ly to "'prove~;:-Ph'iiip. ..,. ., .... J. .'. ,. 

. 'Ute' for all of us aboU'nds with problems and interr.o
gation marks, "and 'we" are' 'often' liaref"put' to 'It 'udirid 
an answer. We can none of us throw"stones at Philip, 
or. say that he was wanting' in an average measure of 
ordinary faith. The fact is, Philip was a good man who 
hail some 'achievements to his credit. He was of Beth
saida, the city of. Andrew and Peter, so that the three 
were probably well known to each other before they were 
.called' of the Lord. It is recorded of Philip tha~ he 
"found Nathanael", and nothing in his record indicates 
that he was wanting In loyalty or love to his Lord. 

But even good 'men "fall in some emergencies; and Philip 
seems to ltave had a well-developed faculty for discover
hig difficulties, and -estimating, inco·mpetencies. 'Later in 
tliis same Gospel; when Jesus 'Christ 'said, '!Whither I go 
ye kn~w, and th.~ ~ay l1:e know", '~e ~nd Phili!l answer-

ing, "We know not whither thou goest; and how can we 
know the way?'" As a result of his somewhat querulous 
objection oui' I.:ord replied, "Have I been so long time 
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?" One 
may quite justly assume that Philip was not naturally 
inclined to look upon the sunny side of things. 

In the circumstances before us he estimated the multi~ " 
tude and the probable cost Of providing them with bread. 
Apparently the possibiIi-ty ot a miracle, of the special 
exercise of divine power in the premises, had not occurred 
to him .. - It was evident also that he had. not rightly 
gauged the dimensions of grace. Philip's pr.oposal was 
to give everyone of them "a little". There are people 
whose ambitions and aspirations never exceed such a 
'standard; erstwhile ,prodigals that would linger in the 
servants' halls, being devoid of any spiritual imagination. 
They could not picture the festive banquet scene when 
the fatted' calf had been killed, and .the father's household 
had begun to Ibe merry. , 

'Furthermore, Philip was a mathematical expert, an ani
mated ·numbering machint?-but more expert at· subtrac
tion tpan mult~pliCati;on. ~~nce, in his view, it was be
yond, thEl co~petence !3f the discjples to supply even "a 
little" to everybody. We have had experience with two 
church treasurers at different times . who were profes
sional auditors. They were made -treasurer, each in his 
turn,' because of ·his professional expertness; and they 
w~re ihe most depressing church officials we have ever 
known. They had been trained in the science of looking 
for trouble, and both were expert in finding it! That 
is to say, they had developed an auditor's imagination. 
Their imaginations never functioned in any other direc
tiop-but they· could always imagine 'a deficit. They 
cquld never prepare a !budget for 'any but "a little"; and 
th!'lY could never imagine an income in excess of "two 
hundred pence". Even when -the figures in their annual 
reports organized -themselves into a choir to sing the 
HaUelujah ·Chorus, they each tried to ·stop the anthem by 
suggesting that some of the figures might easily have 
~een ~bsent from the record, and that would have made 
a Hallelujah impossible. 

Philip is bad enough as a treasurer: he is worse as 
cnailiman of a finance committ.ee. He is so shut up to 
the mechanics of his numerical 8cience- that it is difficult 
for .. him to anticipate a Jniracl~, or .to. be' happy about .it 
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if a miracle'is performed .. Philip was a natural pessi
mist, saved from de~pondency by sovereign grac;e. 

Mark tell us that our ·Lord said, "HoVv many loaves 
have ye? go arid see." Thus they were commissioned to 
discover and estimate all available resources. Philip 
could estimate their incompetency, with a lightninglike 
calculation: he did not need to "gO and see". But 
th~re was ·one man who became the spokesman, very 
probably it was he who made the discovery, and was able 
to say, "There is a lad ·here." Philip was readier to dis
cern-a N.¥:thanael without guile than a lad with a basket. 
Philip had an eye to actualities: Andrew to potentialities. 
There are people' who never see a lad. 

Some years ago this Editor saw s~ch blessing in. a 
church of which he was ,Pastor that the church had to 
be enlarged ·to between three and fou'r times its original 
capacity. When the enlarged building was completed, a 
magnificent brussels carpet covered the entire auditor
ium, and the circular pews with their quartercut ends 
were all .in place, and everything was spick and span, 
and on the Saturday night before the opening, the ladies 
were there setting up palms and flowers, .preparing for 
the grand opening day. Many men were there too, among 
them an old man, anq a man'in his middle 'or, later thirties, 
husband of one .of the ladies. He said to the old man, 
"Well, Mr. So-and-So, are you going to shut me out to
morrow?" Said the old gentleman, "Why should I shut 

. you out, Bert? t do not understand." The young man 
. replied, "But you shut me out when the old church was 

opened." "Surely not", 8~id the old gentleman.. "Oh, 
yes, you did", said the younger man, "nobody was more 
interested in that new church than I was; and 1 came 
bright and early to get in and get a good seat; and you 
were at the door. I was only 'a little boy, and as I came 

_ to the door you were standing there, and you said, "You 
cannot come in; we have no room for boys to-day." Said 
the old. gentleman, "Surely, I did not say that, ,Bert." 
'~Oh yes, you did", said the younger man. "Well", said 
the older one, "I had forgotten all about it." "P~rhaps 
you had, but I have never forgotten it, and nev~r shall 

'forget the disappointment I..!elt that morning." 
The older man was a typical Philip, readier to groan 

than to glory at any time, one who had no eyes to see a 
lad, who could not estimate the potentialities residing in 
a lad with a basket on his arm. 

Of course we know the story of the five barley loaves 
and two small fishes. That is the materiai aspect of it
and that.is not to be ·ignored. A lad may have little 'of 
this world's goods, only a few pennies perhaps; but who 
knows what his financial resources will be when he is' 
fullgrown? A Chinese evangelist spoke one evening in 
our church a few years ago. He was a, truly godly man, 
with a fine sense of humour. He told: us how some 
churches complained that they could not pay their bills, 
and resorted to all sorts of tricks in an effort to make 
ends meet. "But .. , he said, "when the Lord Jesus needed' 
money for taxes, he sent Peter fishing, and catching the 
fish, he caught the. money too. And", said our Chinese 
friend, "if churches would busy themselves catching, fish, 
they would still .find money in the fishes' mouths; for 
when' a man ·is soundly converted, his pocketbook is dedi
cated to the service 'of the Lord." 

Which, being in~rpreted, means that a lad with' his 
loaves and fish'es may becom~'vl:!r~ useful to a church, and 
to the missionary enferprises of' the church, even in a 

materiai way. But what of the other potentialities of 
a lad or'a lassie? What hidden talents are there? Who 

, but God can estimate the ·pote~tialities of any human 
personality? 

Our readers are familiar with the story of the con
version of Robert Moffat, the solitary fruit of a min
ister's labour for a whole year; and will remember, the 
story of Elder Philip. who complained that 'only a boy' had 
joined the church in a whole year. , But that boy was 
Robert Moffat. Spurgeon was a lad when he was con
verted, but when· his five loaves and two fishes were 
consecrated to the Master's service, what a multitude were 
fed! . William Jay was only a lad when he first preach
ed in Bath, and won the hearts of all the congregation
particularly of the reverend deacons who feared to let 
him go into, the pulpit, when' as an emergency supply 
sent because there was no one else--when permitted to 
minister lbecause even the two hundred pennyworth of 
bread was too far away to be obtainable-and announced 
as his text, "There is a lad here, which hath five barley 
loaves, and two small fishes: but what' are they among 
so many?" 

Is there any greater work in the world than bringing 
lads and las!!lies, with their baskets, to the Master? And 
where shall we find the' optimist paT ezceUence? The 
superlative, the supreme, the sovereign Optimist? Let 
Him speak to us, "·Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God· ... 

ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE' 
Many Roman Catholics are in the habit of boasting, 

in the company of Protestants, of the tolerant and 
broadminded spirit of their church. The other day,' 
for instance, a member of the House of Commons for 
Quebec City drew an idyllic picture of Roman Catholics 
and Protestants in his riding passing each other of a 
Sunday morning, each group on its 'way to their differ
ent churches, but always ho,lding each other in ~utual 
respect, and living in perfect accord in spite of diverse 
religious .persuasions. Another text for a similar hom
ily was recently provided a leading French-Canadian 
daily 'by the announcement .that the Catholics in' the 
archdioc-ese of, Quebec number 511,454, out of a total 
population of 518,400; the non-Catholic population, 
Protesiant Jews and all others, numbering only 6,946 
or less than llh% of the total population. The paper 
referred to took advanta'ge of .this announcement to 
hold up Quebec City with its overwhelmingly Catholic 
population as a bright ~nd shining exan:tple of Catholic 

. tolerance ·and good will toward the Protestant minority. 
Such' affirmations' of peaee and harmony have a 

'strong appeal to. undiscerning nominal, Protestants, who 
have only opinions where they ought to have convictions 
and who therefore believe in a religious laissez fair-e. But 
protestations of this sort must be ex·amined in the light of 
history and experience: For example, the French
Canadian Roman Catholic member of parliament who 
delivered the speech on tolerance above mentioned, 
made it the pretext for an ·appeal for government as
sistance to a forthcoming Catholic Eucharistic Con
.gress to be held in Quebec! And as an illustration of 
'how tolerant and broadminded the· practice" of the 
'Church' ·of Rome is, -in this ovel'lWhelming~y Catholic 

(Contim&ec:l, on ptJge 6) 
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. w4t . Juuts .• &trttl Jlulpit 
ON THE WAY TO EMMAUS 

, .' 
A Lecture by the Pastor, Dr. T. T~'Shie1ds . 

Delivered in J'arvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, ThurSda7ening, January 27th, 1938 
._ (Stenographically Reported)' . 

.• Lecture Text: Luke 24:33-36 

. I suppose there are few professing Christians who have 
not at some time or .another in their Christian experience, 
passed t.hr.ough a cloudy and dark day. There' are not 
many people who have lived continuously on the ri1~untain 

. top. Most of us have }lad experience of the valle~. Occa
sionally we sing a hymn to the effect that we "feel like 
singing all the time", and I suppose -that ;while we sing it, 
we feel like singing~ But most people have had the ex
perience of the children of the captivity who hanged their 
harps upon the willows, and wept when they remembered 
Zion. , 

It is imperative that we should have a definite experi
ence of divine grace, and pe assured in our hearts that 
we have. passed from death unto life. But there is neces
sity for carefully watching one's spiritual health, for' 
maintaining a proper spi-ritual diet, and finding' for our-· 
selves pr.oper spiritual exercise, so that we may not faint 
by the way. 

'Sometimes I allow my mind to go back over the years, 
and think of a number 'of people who, for a while, ·have 
run well, but who soon were hindered. It is well that we 
should watch and guard our s.pi-ritual health. I think a 
legitimate use of scriptural standards by which we may 
be able to measure our spiritual state and progress' in 
divine things, is very necessary. And so from time to· 
time it niay be wise for us to consider whether it is still 
with us as in ,the months past when the candle of the 
'Lord shone upon us. , 

We are accustomed in this chapter to turn our thought 
to the great fact of the resurrection of, Christ; and that 
is its primary use. And yet, though we believe and know 
He . is risen indeed, I think we may turn over this nar
rative in ou'r minds for our spiritual profit in other direc
tions; for there is a sense in 'which the children of God 
may sometimes lose sight of their Lord; ·where they may 
have to complain as did the spouse in the song: "My 
beloved had· withdrawn himself, and was gone: my soul 
failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find 
him; I 'called him, but he gave me no arisw~r." I' 

- I. 
I have read to'you the story- of these Two GLOOMY DIS

CIPLES WHOSE EXPERIENCE OF. CHRIST HAD BEcOME BUT 
A MEMOR~; not a very remote memory it is true, but still 
it had become only a memory. He was gone 'from them, 
and they could have said, as did Mary at the Sepulchre: 
"They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where' 
they have lai~ him." 

I am afraid it is not uncommon for the Lord's people 
sometimes to lose the sense of His immediate presence. 
Theoretically, of course, tliey ibelieve all that they ever 
believed, and yet there steals in upon the soul an uncom
for.table sense of separation and distance between the 
soul and the Lord.· '. 

po you remember the woman 'who was greatly troubled? 
She said, "If I may but touch his ;garment, I shall -be 
whole." But there was a great throng between Him 

and her, and she found it' dIfficult ,to .push her way 
through the crowd. I suppose that ·most .of us in .the· 
stress of the daily duty, as the incidental things of life, 
the little things, crowd us, find they become· as a great 
throng. We are jostled, and made ,to feel that somehow 
or another we have got with.out the charmed circle, and 
we cannot see the Lord, ·by faith, as clearly as once we 
could. 
. These people had had a. reOJ. ezperience' of feUo'Wship 
'With Christ. They had known Him, and apparently. 
had known' Him with some degree of intimacy. 
But now something had happened,· and He was gone 
from the~. Not in precisely the same sense as in 
their experience, ibut it comes to us sometimes, as when 
the telephone i's out of order, the medium of communi
cation seems to be broken. We ·have not the same sense of 
nearness to God that we had. -Have you ever had such an 
experience? I remember to have read somewhere a great 
saying of .Mr. Spurgeon. Very few .people could say it. 
Talking very intimately with a friend, who ;was very 
close to hhn, of their common interest in Christ, he. 
said that he thought he could honestly say that for 
twenty years during his waking moments, -he could not 
recall that he had ever been once without a sense, a con
sciousness, of the immediate presence of Christ. How 
many of us could say that? In .the kitchen, in the 
office, on· the street, in the shop, whatever we may be 
doing, and wherever we may be, just to ·be able to say 
that we feel and know that. He is at hand, so that we 

. can exhort· our souls, . 
"Speak to Him, _thou, for He hears, and spirit with spirit 

can meet; . 
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than hands and. 

feet." . 
Not always do we feel that to -be true, even though by 
f·aith we may say it. . 

The two disciples of the chapter talked about the things 
of God, and yet they spoke of the Lord without any sense 
of ell:alta.ti6n, 'Without a.ny .special. ell:perience of glad
ness.' They loved Him. There was not any doubt about 
that. But they had lost Him for a While, and though 
they talked 'about Him, exchanging views, 'and expres
sions of their own feelings -and moods, though .they 
talked with one another about Him, they were sad. . It 
is possible for the Lord's people even while talking to 
Him, and about Him, and allowing the mind to dwell .. 
upon the things of God, to lose a little of the gladness 
of it, to miss a bit of the JOY of it. We have all known 
people of whose genuineness as Christians no one \'Vho 
knew them could have any doubt, who yet 'were not in
frequently rather sad. Honesty compels me to plead 
gunty to that defect myself. Of course, you. may be 
above it? You may never get down in the dumps! 'You 
may never get into the doldrums as David did, when he . 
said, "I shal~ nowperi~~ one. day- .. by. the :~{l~d of Saul: 
there is nothing pett~r' f!.>"r. me than that J. should sp'eedily 

\ escapeJnto the la~d -of the Philist~nes:" but I doubt it! 
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These two talked about the things of God, talked about 
the person of Christ, and yet 'they were without 'imy rea} 
gladness. Have you ever. done that? Do you ever read 
'your Bible as !l du,ty? Do you say, "I am afraid I hav~ 
not much appetite to-night, but I will read a few verses"? 
Do you occasionally engage in prayer without any sense 
of exhilaration, but" well, just as though you should 
say, "If I cannot pray, I will at least say my prayers"? 
I ·am afraid thel"e is not one here who does not know 
too well what I am talking about. . I do n'ot think I am 
speaking ,beyond your 'experience, am I? I expect you 
have all had it, and it is rather anomalous, when Chris:. 

, tians walking together, and talking about Christ, speak 
about Him sadly. It is surely most grievous when we 
must talk about the church, 'and about the 1W0rk of the 
Lord, and the ways of the Lord, and 'speak of these 
things with sorrow in our hearts, and without any sense' 
of 'buoyancy and delight! That was the mood of these 
people. Count it not strange, my dear friends, if stich 
moods come upon you sometimes. Many have cOnversed 
thus sadly while on t~e pilgrim road. But ;blessed be 
God, "He knoweth our.frame; he remembereth ~hat we 
are dust." 

Thus ,they walked and "talked~ and as they did so, they 
were joined by a mysterious "Person, Whom they were 
unable to recognize, and yet they did find that as they 
talked of the things of God, they felt their hearts 
"strangely warmed". ' 

It is good to talk about these things, even though that. 
is all we can do, even though when we talk 'about Him 
He' may seem to be not very near to us. We 'must talk 
about Him however we feeJ-. 

TheBe people 'were attracted to the scriptures. If you 
have lost Him, there is one place where you are more 
likely to find Him than anywhere else. Walk in the flow
ered paths of the garden of revelation where the bushes 
sometimes" ·burn with fire, and are not consumed, and 
where strange voices are heard; 'and 'even though you do 
not see Him, even though you may not renew your fellow
ship immediately, you may enter into that strange 
heart-warming experience that has a tendency to, dispel 
the gloom somewhat, and bring back at least a mE;!mory 
of days of summer, when flowers appeared on the earth, 
and the ,birds were singing, and the voice of the turtle 
were heard in ,the land. 

And so they came at last to .the plac~ where they 
abode. .It had been a gloomy day. Did :you ever have a 
gloomy day like that? Did you 'ever come to evening 
time, and feel-well, that .this has been rather a wintry 
day, "a cloudy and dark day" when 'you seemd to have 

.. iost the perspective 'of life, and all'ilense of proportion, 
and it seemed as though you were being shut in to dark
ness, as the day !lrew to a close, and there see~ed 'nothing 
left to do. You said, "We may as well go home, and 'try 
to forget our sadness 'in slum·ber." They had met with 
Somebody by the way, and they offered Him the hos
pitality of their humble quarters, because they said, "It 
is well on to nightfall, and there is nothing more to do, 
or be said, and you may as well tarry with us for the 
night." 

I have' to acknowledge that I have had many a day 
like that, and many an evening ·too. One could not say 
-that it was without some points 'of light, some little 
touches of glory from another world; but like those 
cloudy days when there is a brea,k in the clouds fQr a 
moment, the patch of -blue' was soon obscured again, 
and we said, 1"1 hoped it was going to clear up, and 
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that we were going to have a bright day, but it is just 
as dd.rk as ever." And 'so th"lt day ends, or nearly ends. 
but there is a seripture,whiCli says, "It shall come to 
p~ss, .tba,t at evening time it shall be light." Sometimes 
our Lord comes in a way ihat reverses the natural order 
Of things. It seems as though just. when the night is 
dropping down we are given a bit of the morning; for 
He Who entered into darkness at midday f.or us, some
times 'brings us a little bit of .the brightness of noon 
even ai midnight. He has a way of making all things 
work together for good to those who love Him. And if, . 
at the end of ,the day you are too "disappointed and weary 
to think things through, perhaps before you rest you can 
show a ,Stranger a kindness. As He breaks your bread, 
He may -banish your gloom and crown the weary day 
with glory. . 

Th'ey said, I suppose, among themselves; "We do not 
know Who lie is, bUt it would be 'courteous to invite Him 
to break His fast with us,' jUst to come in "for the 'even
ing mea]." 'W.hittier speaks of "the dear delight of 
doing good". Ther~ are occasions when as we "set 
about some common ordinary duty, we discover the 
blessing that has eluded us through 'all "our philosophic . 
study. 

The difficulty with these people was 'that ~there was 
Bomething as wet .theY 'belie'iled ,wit. If only they had 
been able to comprehend ,8, Certain great "truth thilt IS 
cardinal to everything upon which all sp'iritual ble'silings 
hang, withOut which there can be no blessing, then they 
had brought brightness to 'themselves, or at least 
throug'h th'e meilium of faith, ihe mo'rnihk had dawned 
upon "them. ,But, they did 'not believe that yet, bec~use, 
you see, in their -meiiitation upon 'the Word of GOd, an'd 
the promHlesof God, 'they -admitted a "'certaJn disappoint
ment. They .said, in effect, to the Stranger, Who talked 
with them, i'There 'was a 'time when we opened the 
Book, and "we saw there before "us it -programme of glory 
80 full of promise, so full of pr.op'heCY, that we said, 
'Now lWe shall 'have it! "Soon we shall ~realise it.' We 
trusted that it 'hall been he which '$hOuld have ·redeemed 
Israel." Ah, it is a sad day when we ,have to write our ex
perience of faith in the 'past tense, whim 'we have to Say: 

"Where is the 'blesSedness I knew, 
When first i saw the 'Lord?" 

Perhaps some of. you can look baclc to the begining of 
your Christian life when it was given 'you 'to see that 
you were -but Children in the fai"th, and 'you said to you~
selves, "Some day I shall grow up. SOme day I shall 
have strength. Some day t shall be able to do some 

. mighty thinSi ,for the ~rd: I am nOot going to be a 
drone; I am not going to be 'a 'dwad .or a 'dullard in 
the sc'h06I'of Christ": 'I am goi-n"g "to 'be"a 'diligent 'student; 
I 'am going to grow iip in'to Him in a.ll ·things." 
, Did you say that? Oh" ~hat iaealil 'we have cherished 
in the Christian life! How valianFwe were going to 
b~! How abundantly fruitful! And then 'perhaps when 
the days have ,passed, we have 'had to "say, "We trusted,;';"" 
we hoped-once!" 

I met a man 'here not very long ago, and ·he said to me: 
','I think I can say honestly that I have tried to apply 
the principles of' the Christian religion 'to everyday life. 
I have tried to 'car~y them with me into busines~, and 
I have" said, I will not let down the standard. I will 
be what a Christian ought to be. But sometimes I have 
been forced to ask the question: "Is i.t in vain we have 
set the standard so high? Are these ideals of the Chris-
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tian life impossible of realization'1 Are we ali doomed io 
disappointment ?" He told me of. sOmeone whOm he 
knew, who had the habit of exaggeration, anli he said, 
"I am ashamed ,to say it yielded me a Httle comfort for 1 
said, • Aha, he is. not getting to the mountaiil top any 
faster than 1 am. He is dropping down too'." Oh, how 
often we have had to say "We 'tbfsted that it had been 
He which should have redeemed .Israel. Once 1 cODceived 
of :Christ as On~ Who would come into my life, and' 
make me wholly a conqueror, but 1 fear 1 have not 

. always realized the victory.'! You have said that, 'have 
you not? 

II. 
Thus do we reach sometimes the shadows of the even~ 

ing; and pe~haps, as almost .the last act of the day WE' 
FIND OuR EXPERIENCE REvITALIZED BY A NEW VISION. 
For as that Stranger received their hospitality, and took 
the bread and brake' it, and gave thanks, suddenly they 
found He 1uu1. come b,!-ck to them. Their. eyes were 
opened, and they knew Him, and He was a Memory no 
longer, but a present and vital Reality. And He does 
come back to us, my dear friends. We have His promise 
that He will never leave us, nor ·forsake us. 

But how may we be sharers of that vision? How 
did ,that vision come 'to them? We retrace our steps, to 
discern the psyc.hology lof it. They 'a;UoiiJed 'their minds 
to dweU upon the thingii of Goil, and th'ey taJ.ked ab'oitt 
the Scriptures, and about the Christ of the ·Scriptures. 
Do y.ou ,wonder sometimes, when ,you turn to your :aible', 
·where to begin? .Do you ever say to yourself, "Oh, 1 
wish .1 knew ·my Book better! 1 need 'something just 
now. 1 need a word of direction and cowort and in
spiration. i wish 1 knew \vher~ to look for it!" 

Let me offer this suggestion: Do ·not look for it: look 
for Him, and just as su.relY as you· find Christ, you will 
find everything you need, if you turn back to Genesis, . 
,that may seem to be a ·Iong distance away, but you may 
find the living Christ walking with you in the pages of 
Genesis. Oh, 1 give it as 'my testiiIiony, 1 have ,found 
Him mimy times as real to me in 'Genesis as In any book 
of the New Testament! The main "thing to remember 
is that i-n 'all the 'Scriptures, Moses, and the ,prophets, 
and the psalms, -everywhere, we shall study them to ·no 
profit if we do not look for Him. . 

There is another thing to be remembered. The real 
reason for their gloom was the Master's absence: That 
is what occasioned it. That was ,their "trouble. Their 
hearts were .going out after HUh. They did not know 
where He was. Do .you remember the 'saying of the 
spouse in the Canticles: "Tell. me, '0 thou whom my 
squl lovet~, where thou "feed:est, whez:e thou makest ~hy 
flock to rest a.t noon: 'for why 'ilhould 1 be as one that 
turneth aside by the flocks of thy 'comp'anions'?" And 
then she cries out again; as though somehow ihrough 
the fog she knew :he was not very far off, but she could 
not see 'Him,and sp.e said, "Draw ine, we will ·run." after 
·thee." That \\\ras the occasion of her sorrow. He was 
absent. That also was the Cause 'of 'ihe 'sorrow of these 
people. ..... 

N ow as Christians"our difficulties do not lie, ·primarily in 
oJr circumstances, nor primarily in our physic~l1 s't'ate
of our mood or anything else. 1 believe "if we could only 
analyse our moods, so as to' resolve 'ihem into their 
elements, when you and 1 get 'into the dumps; it 'is 'be
cause we have somehow lost "the sense of the immediate 
presence of God. Therefore, instead of complaining of 

. olir circumstances to ourselves, or to others, and trying 
to account for QUi' wailt of 'gladness, by these things, 
we shouid reci)gnize, as did these people, 'that our dis
tress and desPondency were due to the fact that we had 
lost Him. The moment you and .I ,begin to feel our loss, 
He fs not very far away. And if that be 'the' case, and 
w~ begin to search after Him, even to talk about Him, 
He, Himself, 'will draw ilear. He nas promised, that He, 
wi'Ii De ·found of us 'wheh we seek Him with our whole 
heart., . . . 

Ailii so 'through the Scripture's He expounded· unto 
them the things concerning Himself, and when later 
they saw 'Hhii, they "tiiiderstood their strange warmness 
of heart. i'Why", .theY said, "how stupid we 'wete not to 
recognize that it was He. We ought to have recognized 
Him when He 'began at ~oses and all" the Scriptures, 
and expounded to us in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself." 

Have you hot often read your Bible in such a way 
that the Lord Jesus haS dra'wn near, and you have known 
that He Was 'exj)ouilCiing it to $'ou? I·am afraid some 
people depend too much upon their preacher. 1 fear 
some people ate tempted .to depend "too much ilpon the 
hearing of addresses, and the ·heating of "sermons, and 
upon the help of some human exp'ositor. 1 have read a 
few books whiCh have brought ble'ssihg to my soul, but 
itha.s been lily experience; -both as a Christia~ arid as a 
minister, that 1 have never ·ha'd such JOY in any.thing in 
life as when 1 ·have been alone with God's Book, and 
Jesus Himself has drawn near, and without anyone to 
help me, save the Spirit of God, my heart has burned 
whhin me, as 1 have stood in awe of :that Book, as did 
Moses when the bush burned with fire-almost afraid 
to breathe, lest one should ·lose something of. the voice 
that was speaking .. Oh, ·that we .could live with Him 
like that, and so live with His Book! For 1 am sure 
that if we long for Him, and love Him, and beg Him to 
come near·, and search the Scriptures to find Him, He 
will 'come, 'and we shall 'see Him, and ,know of a surety, 
from our own 'experience, ,that Jesus is alive. He wiII 
cease to be a' memory, 'or His resurrection a r\lmour
He will be a reality and His ·resurrection a pO'Yer. 
. Well, that was 'to be .my first point, but it will" have 
to ibe Diy laSt o~e too. 

IIi.' 
I 

I wantEld to show you this, that when their experi
ence of Christ had receded into a memory, and then had 
become once again a Reality, He vanished out of their 
sight; . THEIR WHOLE OUTLOOK ON LIFE WAS' CHANGED. 
Their whole attitude toward life was altered. 1 can 
iinagine :thelr 'walking 'wearily 'along the Emmaus road 
from Jerusalem; feeling verY tired ·apd :teaaY'for rest, 
and 'Saying when 'they reached ·hoine, "Oh, it is good to 
be here!" But when .they had ·seen Jestis, they arose 
that ·same hoUr saying, "COin~ on; back to Jerusalem 
we go:" They had never retu~ned to Jerusalem that 
nignt if they had not seen Jesus. They would have 
been 'too tired. They 'woilld have had ·no disposition to 
go. Bu"t all they had to do was "to 'see 'Jesus\ "then there 
was no thought Of bed, 'or rest, or silence. They said: 
·"We· must seek toe society of the others who 'loved 
H · .. ..... 1m. 

"We ca'nnot reasonably complain of a want of he·arers. 
NotwUbstaIiding, stiil 'more hali been here this evening, 
had not soine lost touch with Christ. Those who have 
thus lost sight of Him would 'rather retire than return 
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to Jerusalem. The day is over. What is the use? T.oo 
cold! B.ut when once Jesus is seen .they say:. "Oh, now 
that we know about Him, we must find others who love 
Him, to tell them we have seen Him." I have known 
people who have said: "We can stay home, and read our 
Bibles, and get as much good as by. going to church." 
I do not believe it. In the majority of instances, those 
who thul! speak and who stay at home do not read their 

. Bibles. If they read their Bibles, they would learn that 
they are exhorted not .to forsake the assembling of them
selves together. Again and again have I heard some of 
you quote: "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt His 'name together." Yes, when we have seen Him 
we discover we cannot either praise or pray- alone
we shall exhort others to magnify "the Lord with us, 
and we -cannot· be satisfied without others helping us 
to exalt His- name. 

You are bound .to seek someone else to help you mag
nify the LOrd when once you have see Him. It is in
stinctive to the new-born soul. After Peter was let out 
of prison he went straight to the house of John Mark, 
just as the dove returned to ,the ark. When Peter- and 
John were let go, they went to .their own company. That 
was only natural. They always do.' . 

When· these two got back to ~erusa1em they found 
the eleven gathered together, and others also. Arid what 
was the subject of their discussion? Only one thing
"The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon." 

I was shut in last Sunday evening, and I heard a man, 
on the radio, announce a prayer meeting. He said, "This 
is .the most impOT,tant meeting of the church, and I invite 
you all to come. I invite everyone who hears me on t.he 
air to come. I want all my friends to come. And I am 
going to see at .this prayer meeting how many friends I 
have in Toronto. If you are·a friend of mine, you will 
come to prayer meeting on Friday night." Well, I do 
not want you to come to prayer meeting on my account. 
That would be a poor reason for anyone's coming. I will 
tell you why some people do not come. They do not 
expect to meet with Christ. These people said: "He is 
risen; we have seen Him; we must go and tell somebody. 
We know it is a fact." And when they got there, they 
found the eleven, and others; they 'had all flocked to the 
same centre, to tell the same thing. Christ is the 
Magnet, .the Centre of gravity. It is to Him we come if 
we are Christians. . 

And even as they were talking, Jesus Himself stood 
in the midst of them, and saith unto them, "Peace be 
unto you." He is never absent from the place where 
people gather in His name, He always gives peace. ' 

t used to have a friend-I shall not mention his name; 
_ you know him, too,-who was very' like his Master in 

many ways, and as a human f.riend he was very dear to 
me. I loved to· be with him. It did not make any dif
ference what we talked about, his presence had a sooth
ing, comforUng effect. There are some people who set 
you ~"on edge". You ;know that, don't you. I bear th~m 
no ill-will, but I have known peoplE! from whose presence 
I would gladly flyaway., There are dispositions and 
tempers, which give no one peace. But there are others 
who, if they only smile, or shake hands with you, by. 
so doing warm your heart and make you to- say, "I am 
gla,d I met him." .I wish we could all be like that, but 
there is only One Whose. prestmce is a healing balm,' 
Whose every word' breatHes' peace. The -Lo.rd Jesus 
never comes without 'saying, "Peace·be unto you." Only 

to ·be in His presence, .to be where He is, ·by .faith ·.to see 
Him, is to be at peace. May we more than ever, seek to 
abide in Him. 

. Let us pray: 

o Lord, bless to us this meditation upon Thy Word. Thou 
knowest our frame, and rememberest that we.are dust. We 
so soon get to the end of ourselves. Because we are weak we 
grow tired of the hills we must need climb, and are ,bowed 
~own beneath but a littJe burden that ~e ought to be able to 
. carry easily had we but the strength' of' God. But Thou 
knowest that. it is sometimes true eV'en of us, that the spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. Forgive all our wayward
ness and wilfulness. Forgive us for' the sadness of our 
countenances, when they ought to be like the morning. Why 
art thou .cast down, oh, my soul? 'and why art thou disquieted 
in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him for the 
help of His countenance. Be Thou, 0 God, the help of our 
countenances. Help us to be the reflectors in our measure, 
and as Thou shalt give us grace, of Thy good cheer. Help , . 
us that we may ever be messengers of peace' to' weary 
troubled souls, 'and that so we may make life a little easier 
for some, who, perhaps, wearily but still faithfully plod along 
the upward way. This we ask for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. , 

ROMAN' CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE 
(Continued from; page B) 

archdiocese we reprint the following dispatch from 
the parliamentary correspondent at Ottawa of the 
Toronto Telegram. 

By J. H. Fisher 
Yesterday, T. C. Douglas, of Weyburn,asked Mr. 

Lapointe to explain why .Superintendent Gagnon, of the 
R.c.M.P., ,ill! Quebec City. has prohibited the distribution 
of ,the New Testament hi that city. Just that. 

It goes back to 1933 when a- city by-law was passed 
. forbidding the distribution of books or pamphlets without 

written permission of the chief of police. Then came the 
famous padlock law reinforcing -the by-law. Late last 
year a Baptist mission under Rev. Ernest Anex sought 
permission .to distribute the New Testament and received 
the following reply: . 

"Followill!g ~ur conversation of to-day, I am sorry to 
tell you that it is impossible to give you my approbation 
concerning the New ·Testament, which I return to you 
herewith." . . 

When Mr. Anex protested, the Quebec chief replied: "I 
am ,not going to give you any reason, and I have nothing 
to learn from you. My career as a .police officer and the 
course I have followed· are sufficient for me to judge of 
the situation. What I have written to you must be suf
ficient for you if you know how to read." 

In the House yesterday l\lr. Douglas asked Mr. La
pointe, who is the Departmen·tal Minister . responsible for 
the R.C.M.P., df this is the attitude of his officers . 
. ' Give Mr. Lapointe credit, he can always find an answer. 
yeSterday it was to the effect that Superintendent 
Gagnon was not speaking as an R.C.M.P. officer, but in 
his role as the reorganizer of the Quebec City police force, 
and was acting under city instructions. ., . 
Outside of Red Russia there is no country in the 

world to-day where it would Ibe considered a crime to 
distribute the New Testament from door to door. And 
yet it is so in Canada, the land of the free! The studied 
insolence pf this ·police ,officer's letter to a Protestant 
minister is worthy of Stalin's Ogpu, or Hitler's. secret 
police, but its spirit is utterly contrary to the high 
honour and glorious traditions we associate with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. .That it is possible for 
such· a sad state of affairs to obtain in this Dominion 
ought to fill every Protestant Canadian with such in
dignation as will lead him to resolve to do his utmost· 
to put an end to this intolerable condition.-W. S. W. 



... 

February 17, 1938 THE GOSPEL WITNESS . (387) 7 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
~ OLIVE L. 9LARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 2 First Quarter Lesson 9 February, 27th, 1938 

THE BLIND MAN CURED 
Lesson Text: John 9. 
Golden Text: "One thing I mow, that, whereas I was blind, 

now I see."-John 9:25. 
I. The Marvellous Cure-verses 1-7; 
. In some' quarters it is a common practice to at.tribute 
affliction and suffering to .the presence of sin in the individual 
or in those associated with him. Affliction may be sent as 
chastening or discipline (1 !Cor. 11 :29, 30), but not neces
sarily so. When trouble comes, we should not conclude that 
God does not love us (John 11:5, 6), or that He has cast us 
away (Isa. 41:9; 48:10), but we .must remember that God 
desires the affliction to be the occasion for a manifestation 
of. His love and power,' that it may redound to His glory 
(John 11:4; 1 Pet. 1:6, 7). 

T·he works of God were to be manifest in th,e blind man 
through Christ (John 5:36). For the sake of the disciples, 
the Saviour spoke in terms of numan limitation. The day . 
represents the time of opportunity for labour. The night' 
was approaching for Christ in the sense that the period of 
His personal ministry upon .the earth was drawing to a close. 
As He laboured earnestfy. and' incessantly, so should we 
(John 4:35; 2 Tim. 4:2). 

In order to see well, two conditions are necessary; namely, 
good light and good eyesight. A man whose vision is unim
paired cannot see in the darkness, nor can a blind man see 
in the light. The same principles apply in the realm of the 

.. spirit. Spiritual perception is impossible till the truth be 
illuminated, and till the heart; and mind be enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor .. 2:14). Christ carne as the Light 
of the world, to reveal the truth of God to men (Psa. 36 :9, 
and also to anoint their eyes and quicken their hearts to 
comprehend it (2 Cor. 4:4-6). 

Christ exercised His sovereign will in the manner of the 
cure, as well' as in the fact. He used ma.terial means-the 
clay of the ·ground and the water of Siloam, and restored 
the man's sight instantly, while others were healed differently 
(-Matt. 9:29; Mark 8:24, 25). The man was asked to exer-. 
cise faith in the word of Christ (Luke 17:14) by washing in 
the pool of Siloam, an act which illustrates cleanl'ing from 
sin by the blood of Christ (Zech. 13:1; Titus 3:5; Heb. 9:22; 
1 John 1:9). 
II. The Cured Man and His Neighbours-verses' 8-12. 

The neighbours of the man bom blind questioned 'his 
identity, for the change wrought in him was so great ('2 Cor. 
5:17) .. Our associates will soon know when Christ has trans
formed our lives. 

The man's simple, straight-forward testimony (Mark 5:19) 
.induced his neighbours to desire to see Jesus. It should be 
our joy to speak to others about the Saviour Whom we love, 
that they may long to go to Him (John 1:41, 42; 4:39). 
III. The Cured Man and the Pharisees-verses 13-34. . 

'The Pharisees, were curious to know the manner in which 
the cure had been effected, but their interest soon centred 
in' the Person Who had performed it. As u9llal, therEl was 
a division among them in reg.am to Christ (John 7:43). 

The intimidated parents vouched for the identity of their 
son, and for his former condition, but they were unWilling to 
take the consequences of an open confession of Christ. Many 
refuse to follow their convictions throug.h· the fear of man 
(Prov, 29:25: Acts 5:29), thinking that the. cost would be 
too great. They forget that the cost of not confessing Christ 

lis lrreater (Luke 9:25); Matt. 10:32, 33). . 
The hostile Pharisees attempted to cast reflection upon the' 

charaoter of Christ, but the one who had been healed of 
his blindness had just one answer to every word of criticism, 
and his honest testimony could not be I!'ainsaid n Pet. 2:15). 
His very presence amonl!' thern, and his joyful acknowledg
ment of the change :which Christ had wroul!'ht in his con
dition, were more powerful, perhaps, than an eloquent sermon 
would have been. Let us tell' men tha.t we who were blind 

can now see, and that we ~ho were lost are saved in Christ. 
· The Pharisees implied ·that one who followed Christ was 
not loyal to the ancestral leader,Moses. They failed to 
realize that if Moses had received His a'1lthority from God, 
so also had Christ been commissioned by God. To the healed 

· man this miracle was indisputable proof that the one who 
performed it must be from God. 

Faithful testimony does not always result in the conviction 
and the conversion of the .hearer; ·he may become angry. The 
truth is often .unpalaJtable to the guilty heart, and the rejec
tion of the message may lead to hatred of the messenger. 
(lsa. 29: 20, 21). This was not the last instance of men 
being cast out of the synagogue because of their loyalty to 
the tl"uth. . Many have suffered like persecution for Christ's 
sake. We must be true to the Lord, regardless of conse
quences~ 

IV. The Cured Man and the Son of God-verses 35-41. 
T.hough men revile and persecute, God will reward His own 

true disciples (Matt. 5:10-12; Mark 10:29, 30; 1 Pet. 4:14), 
if not here, .in the hereafter. Christ sought and found the 
ou.tcast. 

The man who had been blind now beheld for the first time 
the One Who 'restored his sig·ht, ,a,nd recognizing Him, per
haps, by His voice, addressed Him as Lord. He already 
knew that his Healer must be a Prophet from God, and his 
quest for further light met with instant response. The eyes 
of his understanding were enlightened, and he was given 
faith to see in Christ the Son of God. He confessed Him 
with joy, and worshipped Him as God. . . 

Men cannot behold the light which Christ brings and remain 
unchanged. They who see not,"yet desire to do so, will be 
shown the truth, as was the' ·man bom blind. Those, who, 
like the Pharisees, pose ~ having superior wisdom (Rev. 
3 : 17, 18), and close their eyes to the revelation which God . 
can give, will remain spiritually dead. That being the case, 
their sill lies not in .. the fact of the absence of lil1:ht, but 
in the act of disob~dience to the light (John 3:19; 15:22). 

"Light obeyed means increased light, 
Light re~used. darkest night; 
And who shall give the power to choose, 
If the love of lig·ht we lose 1" 

PASTOR JACK SCOTr ACCEPTS THE CALL OF 
FORWARD BAPTIST CHURCH, TORON'OO 

Pastor Jack Scott was graduated from Toronto Baptist 
Seminary in' May, 1937, and has been for three years the 
Pastor of the Belleville 'Baptist Church. . 

~r., Scott was deservedly pOPlllar from the 'beginning of 
his Seminary course. A man of fine address and attractive 
personality, gifted with a happy 'sense of humour, and real 
ability as a public speaker. he was early recognized as 
having a brirrht futUre. He made a fine record in the 

· Seminary.· . He is wholly devoted to Christ and His l1:ospel, 
and we,are sure tha.t to .the end of the chapter, wherever he 
ministers, he will know nothing save Christ and Him crucified. 

Mr. Scott has done excellent work a.t Belleville, and is 
'hil1:hly esteemed by all who know him. It was this Editor's 
privilege to preach for him on one occasion. The service 
was held in a commodious building, and was conducted by 
Mr. Scott. We remember .distinctly feeling a deep sense 
of gratification as we observed witlJ. what dignity and quiet, 
reverential force the entire service was conducted. It was 
.the only opportunity we .have had of seeing. Mr. Scott "in 
action", and we felt. that he was endowed to an unusual 
degree with aualities that would ensure his effective leader
ship in any sphere to which he might be .called. 

'We congratulate the For:ward Church on having secured 
the services of so able a minister-and sympathize with the 
church in Belleville in their loss. Forward Church,. however, 
will provide Mr. Scott with a very much larger sphere of 
opportunity, and we feel that a preacher of Mr. Scott's 
capacity is wholly justified in seeking to invest the powers 
he has where they will yield the largest retums to the glory 
of God and. the good o~ his fellows. We prayerfully wish 
for Mr. Scott and the forward Church. a long, fruitful, and 
happy, union. · 
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REV. CH"A';'. -l"lSHER TO BE ASSISTED 
, . BY ~R. JOC~ 'T~QUP'" ' , -

Both names at the head of this paragl'aph are well lmown 
to GOSPEL WITNESS feaders. Rev. Choas; Fisher,' M.A., is 
Pastor at Lansdowne Hall, West Norwood, London, England, 
successor to ,the later Fuller Go'och; and is known to our 
readers as a. contributor to THE GosPEL WITNESS. Mr. Jock 
Troup is the famous Scottish evange1is~, who a few years 
ago was greatly used of God in revivals at Wick, ~cotland, 
and Yarmouth, England; and who is now: Superintendent of 
the Tent Hall at Glasgow. Mr. TrQup-bette:r lmown as Jock 
Troup-will hold a 'series of evangelistic' meeti~gs in Lans
downe Hall March 6th to 20th. We make this' announcement to 
enlist the co-operation in prayer of all our readers. Remem
ber Jock Troup and Mr. Fisher, the church at Lansdowne 
Hall, and the neighbourhood, from this forward. We Jhall 
hope to publish some report of ~ese serv:ic~ later. 

NEWS OF UNION CaURCHES' 
BOBCAYGEON-R611. M. B. Gillian. A series of special 

evangelistic meetings was held at Bobcaygeon Church, and 
at its outstations at Eden and Quiggley's Seitlement. from 
January 25th to February 11th. Pastor J. H. Watt;' of Court
right, was the special preaCher. There were goOd congrega
tions in spite of inclement" weather, and ,six' professed salva
tion. Considerable visitation work was Cione, and much bless-
ing experienced in all thes!! places. '., . 

KIRKLAND LAK~P.aBtor J. B. Cunningham. The Lord is 
giving us a measu,re of blessing in His work here. Except 
when the weather lias ,~ Qad; our congregati?Ji.ii have bpi 
up, well. We are e'ricouraged to notice an 'increase in the 
attendance' at the morning' services, which we' have found 
the hardest to build ,up. ." . 

We are glad to report that the Lord is blessing our Sunday
school work. 'rhe teachers and some of the young ladies afe 
active ip. visiting the scholars 'and prospects: - Just "a week 
ago we were pleased'to have about eIght new scholars come, 
through the work of ~lDe of pur 'teen age girls who gives 
great pro!f1ise of becoming a nj.jghty servant 'of 'the Lord 
Jesus Chnst. ' , 

At ChristmBlS we held a congregational supper in con
nection with our Sunday-school work and invited the par
ents 'of the schol-ars to come. We served about seventy, 
people, and many of those who Wfilre present nevfilr go to 
church. Sp we were pleas!!d that ~l}ey he~f4 spIp,filt1!ing of 
the gospel while they were there. ' 

, We are still so~ tl}e seed of the Word, ~nd we are 
confident that the l.-ord will sool'! give us the illcrease. , The 
Lord is doing a visible w~r!< in the heaz1;!! of m~y, and we 
rejoice in seeing this measure of blessing. ' , 

Every Friday evening the Young People of the church 
meet iIi one of the' homes ~or Bible study. We h.ve"beim 
studying the Gospel of Luke, and are pleased to see the 
iI)terest they are taking in the Word of God. Some of them 
are bold to witness for Christ when the"oDllortunity comes, 
and therein we rejoice." . .' ". '.' ' ' 
, . GERAL~N--:-Pa.~tor G. B. Hicks. fa!!tQr GeQrge lIicks 
writes from Geraldton that a lot has been purchased and 
the friends theie are looking forward to naving a building of 
their omi.· This wiil be the 'first building erected in'the North 
by any of our new causes. Mr. 'Hicks tells the story 'thus: 
"Praise the Lord. we have a lot of our own now, and it was 
bought with cash-the entire' amount being ,given Within 
eight days of our tinal decision to buy. Now, the next thing 
is to get a cl}urch building on the lot-a muc1l greater un
dertaking than the purchasing of the ~ot. Yet it' is not 
one bit more difficult for God. As it' is not by might nor 
by power; but ~y' God's Spirit, in His time' we shall have Ii 
building too. I hope you' good friends down' there will not 
thitl.k because. we ha:ve bougM; a lot ~nd pai4 for jt so soon, 
that we are rIch! We are pot" but it i!l '8J!1azing how far a 
little from a nUmber will go." We in4ividuals are starting 
to SaV~ our pennies 'again, fQr ~he pext move. We fqun~ 
the bo

l 
tt.to~ of the barrel was ~tiJI there after ?Ie paid for 

our 0 
"The extre1Dely ~old ~ather has hurt our attendance some

what bu~ ~t ~a.S not' stOp.p~~ ou;r' p~greSs 'iii the ~east" :'OJlr 
hearts were made to reJoIce a feW' weeks Jigo at Bankfield, 
when during the invitation two of our Sunday"~~hooJ b,IlY.S 

\ 

raised their hands in expression of their desire to accept 
Christ. One of these lads especially, seemed quite clear in 

,hi!! decision. lI4ay God help us all to 'win many of the 
children for Him befo~ their hearts are hardened by sin 
and entangled. by habits which are a great hindrance to 
their accepting Christ. ' , 

"The' prayer meetinp' are keeping up in spirit and num
bers;' We :are starting' to study the first book on Church 
History, the Book of Acts, at these services. We are looking 
for great blessiIig in this study." 

ABOUT THE GoSP.EL WITNEss-From the North comes a 
letter in French from a French Canadian Colporteur who 
is engaged in distributing gospel literature in the areas being 
opened up to cQlonisation. This brother writes: "Dear 
brother in Jesus Christ: I subscribe to THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
with joy in order' to have spiritual food for myself. The 
whole flock is' nourished from the shepherd's pasture, and 
thus is fulfilled the miracle 'of Jesus Christ, Who broke the 
bread to feed the' 'whole' multitude .. May His divine Word 
be spread abroad through the world." 

W Ii commend the' example of this brother to others. THE 
GoSPEL WITNESS is itself a missionary, and it pleads the 
cause Qf Home ,and Foreign missions anll otlier good causes 
as well. We urge the' members of our Union churches to 
follow the lead of this hard working French Canadian Col
porteur: subscribe to T~E GOSPEL WITNESS for yourself and 
for others, and thus lend THE GOSPEL WITNESS youi personal 
support in it~' ~r~at ~iss~on. 

REV. ~OBERT DUBARRY IN JARVIS STREET 
It had been expect~ that ~e should n~t h~ve th!! ~pp~rtun

ity of ~earing Mr. Dubarry until April, but he was able to pay 
us a surpriSe visit. As we had 'out little inore than forty
eight hours' Ilotice, w¢ were unable to make 'any general an
nouncem!!nt of his' yis!t. However, a fine congr¢g~tion as
sembled Thursday evemng, February 10th, arid we had a most 
en"joyaQle service." , ' ";""", ' ' 

.Mr. Dubarry is ~t p~seni in Pe1;roit, whither the Ed,itor 
wIn g9 to-morrow (Thursday) night, to confer with Mr. 
Du9arry and :QT. Norris in arranging ,Mr. DubarrY's itinerary. 

We print this announcement for the information of our 
sister-churches of the Union, to let 'them know that we had no 
opport]lnity Qf 'apnoup~hlg the service in a general way be
eau~ we did no~ ~l'!0w until Tuel!day. evening that Mr. Du
barry wQ]lld be In on Thursday mornmg. We hope he will 
have the opportunity of visiting all our Union churches in 

, Ontario and Quebec during 4pril ~d May , 

Only 42 Days to the Year~s End, 
~E~!'fBER 

THE ~MJ~ARY FUND 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS FUND 

and 
THE JARVIS ~T. ~ENER~~ ¥PNP 

(Last named for members et'pecially) 
, . 

BOOKS BY DR. SHIELDS . . . ~ .. . " .. 
The Plot That Failed . • • - • 
Other Little Ships - - • - • 
The M~st F~mou. Trl~1 of History 

~ddre~t' qn ~'!P'!Fl"~ SC!tOO!8 • 

The ~omaD c,.th,ol!~ Horaeleacl1 

The Papa~y I~ the Llgl1t of Scripture 
The BapUst l\J!e"sap. • - - • -
Is So· called Close Com"!unlon Scriptural ~ 
The Anti-Christian Cult of RU88ellism 

Ete~al Security - • - - - -
O:o:ford Croup Movem",t Analyzed 
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