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I 'I I Christmas' 'For', 'Eved ,I 
~:,' ,~ 
.l£I" T'O a belie~~r, the impiications of' Christmas c~nnot be confined to a particular ", ~I" ' 

, , season~ To us, Chri'stmas: means that "'the Son of God is come." It is no longer ft 
, , necessary tp erect altars .to ','the, unknown God";' 'for God has come out of" the 

It: " unknown, declari~g Himself in the Person of His Son Jesus Christ. Christmas there- I, l£ fore,' to the believe~, celebrates a Fact more enduring than 'the foundations of t,he 
~ earth. ", God will never· withdraw the Revelation He has given, nor extinguish the Light 
~' , which shines for us in the face of .Jesus Christ.. I· 
I' , The Son of God not only came, but He "is come". Christmas cannot be rele- ~ 
M gated to a' period of history, ~~ to a point of time. It is no 10n'gE!r necessary that W l£ 'anyone should have visions of a ladde'r set up upon ec;Jrth 'whose top should reach ~ 
11 to heavell: much less iS'it necessdry that m'en" should com~ine to build ':"a city and a ft 
It; towe~ whose top should reach to heaven, to make for themselves a name. ,There is ~ 
It a City and a T pwer already built, ,and a Ladder let down from' Heaven' to Earth .. upon W 
"It which the ministering angels who are "s.ent f.orth'to minister for them who shall be ;II. I ·heirs of salvation", ascend and 'descend. 'I, 
M W~ n~ed 'not debate the reality of Santa Claus or .. Father Christmas: this ~e ft 
If kno.w beyond all peradvellture that "e~er.y good gift and every· perfect gift is from '~ 
11 above, and cometh down from the 'Father of lights, with whom is no vari(]blen~ss, ft 
"It : neither shadow oHurning." And of alLgifts, the greatest is the "unspeakable 'gift" I 
,~, Who has come to abide. 

11 :' ~. Th~ Gospel' Witness' sends its wa~~est Christmas greetings to all the members 
"It of The Witness family" earnestly praying thof this Christmas sefason, ilJ spite of the ,', ~ 

. it ' encircling gloom, may be a season of g'reat joy a's,. the' re~ult 0 "a de~per and fuller ' Nt 
~ experience' of the reality:of Christ, _~nd of the inheritance that is reserved in heav.en I 
M for all' believers. , '"." ... ' : 
~ . 
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" W4t lamia ittrrrt Jlulptt 

A CHRISTMAS MORNING SERMON 
By the .Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Ja'rv;is Street' Baptist Church Toronto, Sunday Evening, December 25th, 1936 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God."--<Luke 2:13. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
': We .jn~oke, 0 Lord', the aid of Thy Holy Spirit that as 
we approach Thee in the name of Him, Who died for us, our 
worship may be acceptable in Thy sight. We thank Thee 
this morning for the r.eality of these things of which we have 
been .singing. We 'bless Thee that Jesus Chrlet, to m'any of 
us, is far more than a historical Character. We rejoice be­
cause He has came to us personally, and we know H.im to be 
our S'aViou·r. We therefore. come to Thee in .the name of 
Him Who was dead, but is' alive forevermore, the Word tha,t 
wall made ·flesh and dwelt among us, and Whose glory men 
behold. . 

.How much, 0 Lord, we need Thee at this hour! How 
greatly does the world need to know that Jesus was 'really 
80rn in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king. 
We thank 'I'hee that there is no day so dark, no situation so 
d;fficult, no set of circumstances so trying that Thou art not 
able to triumph over all. In this day of darkness in which 
we live, when still the world is in conflict, when anger, and 
wrath, and clamour, and bitterness, seem everywhere to 
abound, we pray that Thou w.Ht exercise Thy sovereign power, 
and exorcise these ·passions from the souls of men, and bring 
peace to this troubled world. 

We have come together this .morning as those who believe 
in Thee. We would fain' join with the angels -in praising 
Thee, and with tlte shepherds and the wise men in bowing at· 
Thy manger throne, in humble adoration of Jesus as being 
Christ the Lord. 'Oh, that our hearts 'may really adore Thee 

• to-day, and that the ,r~ality' of the gospel may, by the minis­
try of rhy Spir.it, be ·bQrne in upon our needy souls! 

Of Thy mercy, make this morning's service. prove to us all 
. an oasis in the desert, a tarrying by the well-side, refresh­

ment beneath the palms of Elim.· Speak to each of us in 
Thy Word this morning. Bring inspiration and joy to every 
heart here before Thee.· . 

·Command, we pray Thee, Thy ,blessing upon all Thy people 
everywhere .. And especially ,do we pray for the nations of 
the earth that Thy sov:ereign hand may be ·upon the counsels 
of the various governments. Show Thy great power, we pray 
Thee, in the chancellories of Europe ,to-day. Forbid, we 
implore Thee, 0 Lord, that the dogs of war should again 
be unleashed! . Bring to poor strife-riven Spain peace, we 
beseech Thee. 

Especially do we pray for the British Empire, for the 
'various 'Commonwealths, and for the Government·in London, 
for His Majesty the King, the Queen, and all the royal 
family, the Prime, }\Iinister and all his colleagues, and for 
the Foreign Office. particularly. The Lord give wisdom, 
patience, ·and courage, and graciously· effect' the fulfilment of 
Thy holy plans. .. 

Now open Thy Word to us, and enlighten our minds that 
we may see in this old story some truth that shall bring 
us comfort to-day. We ask it in the' name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. :... 

It would be difficult for any mortal man, I suppose, 
after nineteen centuries 'have swept the strings of 
imagination and exp.erience, to the a:ccompaniment of 
the Christmas theme, to ·say. any new thing. But the 
old paths, and the .old songs still have value; nor is 

. the old story let outworn. Indeed, some .old things 
are sometimes classed among .the newer, or newest 
things of earth. And the old story, the Biblical story 
of the Adyent, is really, in our day, quite novel. Then, 
too, our memories are short, and we need to be told 
the sto.ry often. becaus.e we forget so soon .. 

There is one consideration, chiefly, to which I ~irect 
your attention ·tliis morning in this passage from the 
story of the Nativity. And it is this, that immediately 
upon the completion of the angel's announcement-as 
though they had descended, and with a holy impatienc'e 
were awaiting their opportunity to take part in the an­
nouncement of this glorious event-"suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host" 
whieh up to that time had neither been seen nor heard. 

I What special significance attac·hes to the 'sudden 
breaking in of heaven's chorus of praise upon this 
extraordinary announcement by the angel of the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

·1. 

Briefly, we may rerpind ourselves, of Two OR THREE 
DETAILS OF THE ANGEL'S MESSAGE, that we may the better 
understand the song of the ~ultitude of the heavenly 
host. The apgel had announced the coming of a Sav-

. iour. To many of us. that is almost a holy common­
place. We so regard ,the Lord Jesus, and we rejoice 
that His name was' called Jesus that He might save His 
people from their sins. ~nd yet the Saviourhood of 
the Lord Jesus' almost everywhere to-day, if it be not 
explicitly denied, is quite generally ignored. Already I 
have .heard several ·Christmas messages by' radio, and 
one might suppose .that those who spoke had never 
-hilard the angel's message at all. So it will help us, 
perhaps, just to remind ourselves, first of all, of this 
simple, and, as I have said, holy commonplace, that the 
coming of. the Lord Jesus was the advent of a Saviour. 
That is the universal need. 

I am aware that the' stores' have been packed with 
good and attractive things' in Christmas· dress. The 
people who have been able, have racked their brains, 
and sought to exercis.e their ingenuity in discovering 
some fresh way of paying a Christmas compliment. 
And yet, useful as all these things may be, they are far 
removed from the heart of the Christian gospel, be.­
cause it has become common for people to believe, or, at 
least, to assume- though perhaps they do not carefully 
formulate' such a belief~that men can live by bread 
alone, whereas the great imperative is a Saviour. We 
need a Saviour! And that is the glorious message o·f 
Christmas: that which goes to the very heart of things, 
to the fo'undation of all foundations, the thing which is 
cardinal, upon which all the felicities of life must really 
hinge-that One has come Who is a Saviour. Jesus 
came to be la ,saviour, riot II. philanthropist! 

I suppose we may take the angel's message in this 
matter as being supremely authoritative'. The postman 
is busy, p.ot addressing letters, still less w:riting them: 
but in' the somewhat commonplace task of delivering 

( 



December- 23, 19,3? THE GOSPEL WITNESS , (31:5) 3 

them. N.or should we thank him, were he to take a 
,message from a friend and say: "I am not at alrsatis­
fied ,withAh-is.' I: WJi.Jl. write another. I will address it 
in a somew,hat different fashion. I will make the en­
velope a little mor.e complimentary to t1].ose who are to 
receive' i~." We, ,should all resent it, and say to the 
postman: "That is none of your business. Deliver 
,your mesl!age.'!> 

Now.the angel :was not as wise as the modern pro­
fessor! It never occurred to him, to meddle W1ith the 
divine' programme as I am afraid many Christian min­
isters, are doing' to-day. ' He .. simply delivered the 
heaven-sent message. And the' good tidings of great 
.joy ,.w'ere to this effe'ct, that there was born in Jeru­
salem, a, Saviour. , 

I do not thlnk,:we' can amend it. I do not think we 
can, by any skill of ours, improve' upon the ancient 
dictum. We had better believe what the angel believed, 
that Jesus Christ came into th,e world. Oh, yes, we 
aU believe that "this is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of aU acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world". Ah, yes; but what ris wortby of all accepta­
tion? That He came "to save sinners." He came to be 
a Saviour. _, That, is the important questiQn this morn­
,ing, as to whether we, have received Him as Saviour. 
~. .' -. .' 
, ',But tliat was not all. He was announced as 'the 
Messiah, the Anointed One, the One of divine appoint­
ment. The angel saUd, that His advent Wl8.S no acci­
dent:' It had been foretold because it had been pre­
determined. ' .. He had been divinely selected. The Babe 
that was, born in Bethlehem was none other than Christ, 
the 'Messiah. Have you reflected upon wbat a tremen­
dous announcement that was? And' of the extra­
ordinary'significance of it? Two thousand years, 9r 
nElarly so, have passed since the angel spoke, and in 
tha.t ,flime men, have been anticipating the return of 
Christ,,. for He is to come again. But the Lord h~s de­
layed Hi's, coming, so that latterly many are saying = 
":W~e,r~ is ,the proPlise of his coming? for since the 

, fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beg:inning of the creation." J 

, T,here are some who' say: "The story of the second 
, advent of the 'Lord is an old o'ne. For centuries men 
~I:lve been ~eclaring their belief in His coming, but He 
has not come:'" Has it occurred to you that the first 
coming -of' Messiah, had been predicted for twice as, 
long a time, at least, as men have waited for His second 
adverit?, From' the beginning it had been said that 
One 'should come, the Anointed One. Oh, it walil very 
91d', thi's story. And yet, I would remind' you that after 
several millennia had passed, after a period of time had 
elapsed at least twice that which has followed since 
our Lord was here' in' the flesh, the angel announced 
that ~'to-d'ay'" tHis particuliar day, after the ro.Jling 
round, of all the' centuries, at long last, God has impli­
mented His promise and Messiah has come. ' 

I think it is 'refreshing for those of us who regard 
the second advent of our Lord as the blessed hope of 
believers, and of the church" and- the only solution of 
all the 'prohlems of the'wol'ld-it is well that we should 
refresh our mind!!! by reflecting" that ~he first 'advent 
seemed, to, be even. longer delayed. And yet at last 
God's hour'did actu,ally strike, and all that He had s8lid 
should ,come to pass,:' was' really effected by His sove­
reign" power,; and the angel made the announcement: 
~'Untd you is'bo~n:thiB day"....,....th'is day!--:-th-is day! How 

thrilling tliat must have been! This 'day!-UA Sav­
iour", Who is, ~dentified as Christ, the Messiah. rI'he 
Scriptures are true. Hiis coming is verified! . God's 
f,aithfulness is forever established! Messiah has aetu­
ally come! 

My dear friends, do' not aUow you'rself to be conten" 
always with calling Him Jesus. I am not 'sure that 
they are right who insist that we should always. as 
often as we mention Him, refer to Him as Jesus Carist, 
the Lord. Someflimes we must take the POiRt of view 
of those w,ho wrote, and speak as though we were con­
temporary with the events we contemplate. In Beth­
lehem's manger, to a great many people, He was only 
Jesus. But for the child of faith it is well that we 
shou.Id afford' ourselves this toilic, of remembering al­
ways that He Whom we call "Sawour" is' the Carist. 
Century lafter century passed, miHennium after m-il­
lennium, unfolding the divine plan in the history' of the 
world: God "at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers ,.by the propkets"~ 
But, oh, He had a fuller disclosure of Himself to make! 
In Hi! eternal thought there was one great day in the 
future in whi-ch He would break in upon the world's 
darkness and confusion, and !prove that God never fails 
in the fulfilment of His word. ' 

And w,hen you are asked' to trust the Saviour, never 
forget tbat the Saviour is Christ" of Whom all the, 
prophets spoke, and Who came exactly as God said He 
would come from the beginning. And, as we look into 
the future, however dark it may be" however full of 
confusion and perplexity, let us remember that Jesus is 
the Christ! 

I read an article this last week by DR. HUTTON in 
The British Weekly in which he reviews the past thirty' 
years, and he says that for some strange reason for 
now thirty odd years, the clouds have' dropped about 
Christmas time, and that for more than thirty years 
it has seemed' difficult for men and women of discern­
ment to rejoice. And yet, he said, if tlae advent of 

·Jesus means all ·that, we say it'does, if it be so that the 
Child represents the great' tr.uth that, God will have His 
way, we may expect that at the season when the 
thoughts of 'all are turned toward Him" the' devil himself 
would become especially active. 

I love to remember that Jesus was.born in the days 
of Herod the king, and that God had His way then, as 
in the. days of Hitler, or MussoIini, or ariyone else. , 

But we must not forget that the angel said more than 
that. , 

He is "Christ the Lord." It was not a title of honour 
emptied of any particular significance. It was deBigned 
to mean exactly what the ~ord itself implied, that 
while Jesus came into, the world to sav,e, while He came 
as ,the, Me!sia~, in',fulrument of God's long promise, He 
came also:as Lord;' to: be Lord. And never, surely, never 
since in the beginning "the morning stars sang to­
gether, and all the sons of God shou,ted for joy" has 
the world more urgently needed One Who is Lord. The 
statesmen of the peace-loving 'nations of Europe ndw 
for a Tong time have been saying to themselves:, Would 
that we 'had' power to preserve peace, and at the same 
time to make these outlaw nations 'b"ehave themselves!" 
Have you not felt, as you read your papers: "Oh, for 
some mighty ,hand that could, keep, order! that could 
simply command thos'e who hav,e illl.irder at their heart 
to -be still!" WhiIeBritairi'marks time, aDd talks=---and 
talks-and talks~in order that s'he may ,gain time; I 
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suppose, tens ·of thousands may wor.k--and work...,......and 
work, ,and undo what she is trying to do. Oh, the folly 
of, these foolish· philosophers, these. anti-biblical, so­
called Christian preachers of pacific ism ! Undoing all 
that Bri,tain has been try.ing to do in order that she. 
might be in a position, at last, .to say: "Thus far shalt 
thou go, and no farther"! ·Ah, yes; but blessed be God, 
there is One Who is .the Lord, Ito Whom aU authority is 
given in heaTen· and on eartJh. And if' we take that 
wider, national, international, eVien world outlook this 
~orning, whether .ift. be upon Europe, or upon Asia, with 
all its elements of danger everywhere, surely j,t must 
minister comfort to the believing heart to r:emember 
thalt there is One Who is Christ the Lord: "God hath 
made ·that same Jesus" whom· ye have crucified, both 

and limiting 'bonds of this temporal .]ife, but deliverance 
from all the enemies which beset us, and providential 
preservation and"perseverence, until, at length, cleaying 
a path through all the antagonisms of the prince of dark­
ness, we shall pe brought at last, without fault, before 
the Throne of God. Who is sufficient for a salvation like 
that?· No one ·but One Who is Christ the Lord. Oh, 
trust Him, my brothers, not alone for the forgiveness of 
sin, great and inestimably valuable as is that incompar-' 
able boon;. but trust Him for a salvation ·that stops short 
of nothing. but a complete restoration of the soul so 
grievously marred by sin, to the perfect likeness of God 
Himself! Only the Lord can do that. Do Dot offer me 
a merely human Saviour. Do not ask me to believe in 
One Who is nothing more than a man. My Saviour-

Lord and Christ." • I am sure of that--must be Lord and Christ. 
. But perhaps we cannot rtake so wide a view. I have 

. D;1uch sympathy with those who· say: "These national, . II. 
and international matters are rather beyond me. My , . 
personal problems are so. great, so immediate, so in- "Well ~~w, .that was inv?,lved ~n the an~el's ~essag~. 
sistent so insoluble ,to me .lthat I cannot look abroad.. To-day, said the angel, that IS aocomphshAd. He IS 

What i want is to know th~t within the Uttle sphere of - born, Who is the Saviour, and Christ the Lord." 
my indiv,idual interests there is a power adequate Ito meet And scarcely was there an instant's silence. Hardly ha~ 

" my .personal needs." I have thought much of the atti- the great announce~ent been made when "suddenly there 
tude· of the people of Israel ·when Moses came to them was. ~ith 1th:;. angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
with his gospel-and he did go with .the gospel, that pralsmg God. One angel w,as not enough. ALL HEAVEN. 
God's hour had struck, and He was going to deliver His STOOPED TO· PLACE HEAVEN S CONFIRMATION UPON THE 
people from the bondage of Egypt--when Moses first PROCLAMATION WHICH HAD JUST BEEN MADE. 

came to them we are told that they hearkened not. Their It is a great thing, my dear fr.iends, to 1&1111e the angels 
bondage was so bitter, Itheir own problems were so per- on 'YO'Ur side. I would far rather know that the uiulti~ 
sonal, their own experiences so COlDpletely· shut out the tude of the heavenly host approved of my gospel tWin 
light of the sun, that they said in effect: "Oh, Moses, to ·be commended ~y all the scholarship of the world. 
we cannot hear you. Our ·backs are smarting from the There was no murmuring; there· .was no dissent; there 
whips of the taskmasters. Life is so almost unendurable was no deletion from nor supplement to the announce­
and intolerable, -that we cannot even get a g.limpse of any ·ment; for no sooner had it been made than the multi­
promised land." ·"They hearkep.ed not unto Moses for tuile of .. the heavenly host suddenly manifested them-· 
anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage." And there selves, and they were heard praising God for this tri­
are many people like ·that to-day. You will find even in umphant announcement. The angels will not sing in 
these tragic. days those who will tell you: "I have .not approbation of your multitudinous philanthropic schemes, 
had time to read the papers. I have not had time to or of all your social service, good as these things may be. 
think of other things. I have been so preoccupied with But all heaven' approves of this glorious gospel of the 
my· own personal trou.bles. Nor do I go to church, I am Saviourhood, the Messiahship, the Lordship of Him Who 
~ . absor.bed in the mere struggle for existence, that I was 'born and laid in Bethlehem's manger. . 
have no heart for religion." When shall we have the courage -to stand up in opposi-

My friends, what sort of Helper do we need? Let me tion to an unbelieving world, and declare: "I take my 
remind you that he could be no Saviour to us Who was side with the angels." Why not? We do, who believe 
not Christ .the Lord. I mean, there is so much- involved in ,the Lord Jesus Christ! . 
in your salvation and mine, Ithat the hu·mblest and most I do not think I should be irreverent· if I were to say 
obscure .individual in ,the world cannot be saved in the that thil[l sudden dispJoay.-of angelic interest, and of heav­
sense in which the Bible uses that great term, with any enly. approbation, was indica.ti'IJe of MalfJen'S enthusia.sm 
lesser power than that which must ,be exercised by One for the ditJine programme. It is possible for people to 
Who is Lord. Oh, yes, the past, and ·the pr~sent, and the become enthusiastic about things that have no farther 
future, are all wrapped up together, as the woman of view than the near side ·of the grave. : 
Tekoah said: "We are all ,bound in the 'bundle of life." Once or twice, oh, more times than that, when I have 
And what a world of interests are tied up ·in tha:t bundle been away from home in some American city, I have 
<;>f life! You .. cannot divorce yourself from the past. You been asked to address one of the service clubs. I think. I 
cannot~ even if you would, shut yourself up to the pres- have addressed them all, the Rotary, ,the Kiwanians, the 
ent. Even the smallest of us must Jive a large -life. Lions, and the Elks-I am not quite ·sure whether I have 
Human existence in a sen!Je spans the eternities. We are been with the. Moose or not-.but· with social animals of 
born by no- accident. The hand of ·God is ever upon us, all sorts. And I have a vivid recollection of sitting one 
and the interests of every -individual soul stretch forward day at· luncheon in a certain American citt, where/there 
to the coming down.01llt of heaven of the Holy City, the were assembled possibly a couple of hundred men. repre­
New Jerusalem; and He, Who ,is our Saviour,points sentative business and professional men. And they spent 
yonder and says that TIiAT, in the largest signj,ficance fifteen or twenty minu,tes planning some act of service .. 

• of the term, is salvation ;-that it involves not only the And there was not· one of all the two hundred men who 
forgiveness of sin, and deliverance from all the confining would not have dismissed any office boy who could not 
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have done it all in five minutes. But there were two 
hundred of them. And how important th~y were! But 
when your great organizations come together, and your 
great churches plan their social service' schemes, and 
their legish(tive programmes, you do not hear any angels 
singing. I do not "believe heaven is interested so much 
'in these secondary matti!rs. But heaven has a holy eIi­
thusiasm"' for the divine programme. Said the .angel: 
"Unto you is ,born this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord . . . And suddeniy 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising ,God." They said: "We are interested in this." 
And that is just what the Lord Jesus said later. He·said 
that ,the angel~ rejoice . over one ,'sinner that repented. 

How many things we all have begun! In how many 
movements have we participated! '. I remember at the 
-beginning .of my ministry, the young people's movement 
was. going to bri~g in the mill~nnium, but some of the 
young people have passed middle life, and are growing 
old, I suppose, and the millennium has not come-at least 
I haVE! not yet discerned it, if it has. We have had many 
other moveme;nts. I remember a Layman's Missionary 
Movement which proposed to give the gospel to the whole: 
world., We were going to ·get it done in our generation: 
And so many g·reat banquets were arranged to launch 
the Movement, that had they known it, the poor heathen' 

. must have become envious of'those who were so richly 
fed. Then we had the "Men and Religion" movement, 
and ·many other kinds of .movements, which seemed to do 
everything but move. I remember one big meeting, and 
what an important meeting -it was!' It wa~ attended by 
many men who had been sitting on the back benches, 
who were never present in prayer meeting, and never 
noted for. their inierest in the souls of men, who had sud­
denly become enthusiastic. Everything was"' going to 
be done in a short time! Preachers were to be permitted 
to come and look on. I was at one such meeting, and 
t,here was present one very godly man, a very quiet maQ. 
And the president of thJis great laymen's movement said: 
"I think we 'should all like to know w·hat our ministerial 
brethren think of us, and of our movement. . Perhaps 
Br()ther So-and-So will ~ll us." He got up, and with a 
very gracious smile said: "All I have to say, my brethren, 
is that I am profoundly thankful to ·God that 'the laymen 
are going to move." - Then they appointed a minist~r as 
their Secretary. And 'they called on ,me,' after they haa 
introduced ,this .preacher secretary of the Laymen's Move­
ment. They said they would like to know what Mr, 
Shields thought of it. I said: "I think you' have shown· 
great wisdom in selecting. a preacher to keep you 
moving." 
. But oh, how these man-made affairs have died down, 

having accomplishe.d very li-ttle. 1 do not believe the 
angel choir sings at· the launching of these "big" enter­
prises. 1 fear they would esteem it scarcely worth their 
while. But when ,the angel announced this programme: 
"Unto you is born this day in the city of David a S·aviour, 
which ~s Christ the Lord"· suddenly the choir was heard, 
and all heaven was heard singing, for they said: "That 
. is an accompJished fact. He never b.egan anything with­
out finishing it. Having come to be a Sav~our and Christ 
the Lord, then redemptdonis an accomplished fact in the 
purpose of the eternal God." 

Let us' sing' about it now. We need not wait until by 
and by. . In. the end of the Book there is the record of 

John's seeing the end of the cha.pter, and One in the 
midst of the" throne taking the book, and br~aking 'tb'e 
seals, and lifting the mortgage from this corrupt and 
groaning. creation, when once again the angel!B were 
heard, as John saith: '.' And I beheld, and I heard the 
voice. of 'many angels round about the throne ~nd -the 
beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten 
tho'usand times ten thousand, aIid thousands of thou­
sands; saying with a loud. voice, Worthy is the Laini> that 
was slain. to receive power, and riches, and wisdo}D, and 
~irEmgth, and honour, and glo:ry; and blessing. Arid every 
creature·which is in "heaven, and on the earth"imd under 
the earth, and 'such as are in the sea, and all t~~t are 
in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and lionour, and glory, 
and power, be 'unto him that sitteth upon the' throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever." ~ 

That is ,the only solution of the world's woes, and that 
is the meaning of ,Christmas. Let us join in the~rtgel's 
song: 

"While shepherds watch'd their flocks. by nigh.t 
All seated on' the ground; 

The angel of the Lord ca~e down, 
And glory shone around. 

"'Fear. not!' said he.-for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind-

'Glad tidings of great joy I bring .. 
To you and all mankind. . 

"'To you, in David's town, this day, 
. Is born. of David's line 

T·he Saviour, who js Christ the Lord: 
And this shall be the sign: 

" 'The heavenly, Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed,' " . 

All meanly' wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.' 

"Thus spake the seraph-and forthwith 
Appeared 8: shining throng 

Of angels, praising God, who thus 
. Addressed their joyful 'so~g: " 

" 'All glory be to God on high! 
. . And to the earth be peace! 
Good' wi11 henceforth from heaven to men' 

Begin, and never cease!" 

FORWARD WITH' CALVIN 
A Glance .at the Nel,V' Qrthodoxy 

By the Rev. D. H. C. READ, B.D.' 
. . 

Four years ago in . Strasbourg a group of students from 
half a dozen different nations were talking of modern creeds 
and convictions. There ·is only one item of that piscussion 
that I carry clearly in my mind, It" is the statement of, I 
think, a Hungarian which had our. general agreeiri~nt to the· . 
effect that there were only four real forces at work'in' Europe 
at that ti·me: Fascism, Communism, Romanism, ~and. Cal-
vinism. '. '.: .' 

That verdict was. reconfirmed in its theological aspect a few 
months 'ago when an acute and well-informed young.,French­
man' informed me that he saw only two ways open' to him­

. Rpmanisql or Calvinism. That is typical of the :way· that 
·Continental youth is thinking. And it would surprise' m'any 
people to know how this· way of thinking is findhig an in­
creasing response among the youth of this country. There 
is a most distinct turning towal'ds the more dogmatic ex-
pressions of Christian faith. . ." 
. r am aware that! in many' quarters this 'is regarded as 

highly regrettable. The seeking after authority is condemned 
'as a sign of the weakness of the times. We are told that 
the young are inclined to extreme statements. Grave warn­
ings are sounded against the· wanton je~tisoning of" the hard­
won positions of th!! previous age. In a word, ·the whole 
conservative trend i·n theology,"is badly descri'bed as Reaction:' 



.. 

6. (318) THE GO~PEL WITNESS December 23, 1-9·37 

And it seems to be supposed that that word carries with it 
a sufficient e?Cplanation and condemnation. 

I. 
.. No one would deny that these warnings contain food for 
thought,. but a far more serious warning needs to be sounded. 

.. One of the most dangerous tendencies of our age is to greet 
a new m~vement with a label and a closed mind. It is imag­
ined that to classify anything absolves one from the labour 
of further thought on the subject. This habit of labelling 
people is a convenhmt substitute for facing up to a challenge. 
"Did you hear X. sjleaking the other night at the meeting?" 
"No; I didn't go; he's a So-and-so, isn't he?" And in our 
minds the whole. race of So-and-so's are banished to an outer 
darkness w.here they cease to trouble us. 

Cal.l .a man a High Churchman and a whole constituency 
closes Its ears to what he may have to say on any sUlbject 
w~atever; cal~ a ma~ a Fundamentalist and a thousand open 
mInds shut, WIth a chck; call a man a Modernist and another 
com:munity wash their hands of hi·m. We think that by at­
taching the label we have sufficiently explained them. And 
one of the most popillar labels in use to-day is Reaction 
Whenever another voice confronts the modem world with . 
the Word of God there are always enough ostriches to look 
u:p and say "Reaction" before plunging down again beneath 
the sand. . 

. What exactly i.s this sO-i:alled. R4:action in theology? It is 
dlffieult to descnbe the very slgmficant change of the last 
six or seven years. Perhaps a revealing way to 8XjlresS it 
would be .to say that for many of us to-day the speeches that 
one reads of "Modem Churchmen" have a quaint old-fashioned 
air about them. Nothing, for instance, brands a man so 
noticeably as out-of-date as the use of the phrase the 
"modem mind." Heresy' is no longer regarded as the badg:e 
of theological resjlectabllity. ·Freedom of thought is not UnI­
versally regarded as the first requirement' of dogmatic. 

II. 
The various factors at work in a conservative direction have 

never, as far· as I know, been ·clearly enumerated. If we 
were to give just a glance at some of them it might help 

. us to foru:n an estimate of the movement as a whole and to 
decide whether .the word Reaction is an adequate description 
of what is undoubtedly the significant trend of recent theo-

. logical thinking. 
• (1) There has always. existed a strong body of ojlini~n 

among the .churches of all denominations which can be de­
scI:i·bed as Evangelical of the old school. This kind of 
Protestant orthodoxy is' the logical descendant of revival­
Moody ·and Sankey among others. Owing:to its intense con­
centration on pr8lCticai evangelism this strong movement has 
seldom found worthy theological expression, but it has al­
ways confounded the prophets who continually predict its 
imminent extinction. 

In this line of ·succession there has been an extraordin!-l7 
growth of young people's organisations, not le.st among Um­
versity students. Anyone who thinks that this way of think­
ing is confined to the aged need only attend the Keswick 
Convention. 

On the secondhand ,bookstalls, copies of the Institu.tes are 
becoming increasingly rare. . . 

(4) The most obvious force acting upon theology in a Con­
servative direction during the last ten years is undoubtedly 
Karl Barth. The theology of the Word, more sympathetically 
interpreted to the English mind by Brunner,. has not· only 
fallen upon soil already prepared. in the aDOve-mentioned 
ways: it has broken like new light upon those who were grop­
ing in the gathering gloom of religious philosophy. 

Ever since Barth. rang his '~alarm-'bell" more and more 
have seen in the sllbmi-ssion to the . Word the only' hope for 
the Reformed Churches. Why does this theology have such 
a fascination for the younger, generation to-day? It is not 
just the dominatIon of an arresting personality in the. ap­
pealing context of a Church persecution. It is the sense that 
here and here only are we getting on to the true lines of 
Refonned dogmatic; that here and here only have we a real-' 
istic theology fit for the needs of our day. 

(5) Among the factors making in a conservative· direction 
we must uso take into account the "Catholic" tendency. 
Wherever there is a strong sense of the. historic continuity 
of the Church an increasing emphasis is laid upon the creeds 
and confessions of Christendom. The a.ttack on the creeds 
has now spent its force. Proba'bly far more people to-day 
accept; for instance, the Apostles' Creed than ten years ago. 

These movements in our midst to-day are there to be seen. 
What are we to say about them? Can we believe that they 
are adequately dismissed when we breathe the magic word 
';Reaction? 

III. 

I take it that Reaction means a going back to something 
that. we had left behind. This' is something that can never 
take place in Refo:rmed Churches. It can never be a ques­
tion of goingba'Ck to Calvin as the Roman is going back 
to Aquinas. For the latter is bound to many of the thought­
forms of a previous age and attributes to doctors of tlie' 
Church authority that we can only attach to Holy Scripture. 

When the Reformed Church is proceeding according t9 iti 
own inner principle it can never go back at all. . We have 
only to ask ourselves what happened at the Reformation. 
Did the Church ·take a step forward then? Or shall we dis­
miss the movement a·s a mere rea:ction to the ideas of. the 
New Testament? 

The very return to the Scriptures was in itself a step 
forward. And whenever the Church listens anew to the 
Revelation of God in ,Scripture; there is a going forward, 
Whenever it is led into the paths of philosophy or ecclesias­
ticism there is a going back. It is in this light that we have 
to view othe so-called reaction in present-day theological 
thinking. 

There is a popular phrase in use by those whose intentions 
are good. It is "Back to the. Bible." We never go bac~ to 
the Bible. For the Bible is never behind us. It lies ahead, 
beckoning us, calling us. Not "Back to the Bible" but "For­
ward to the Bi·ble" might well be the marching cry of the 
Church. The Bible has never been our possession as the Word 
of God. It escapes us continually. It outruns our thought 
at both ends. And the ,Church that is subject to it, is inevit­
ably pulled forward. The· Bible transcends environment and· 
leads us not 'back to the first century but on to the 4tnd. 

IV. 

(2) There has always been a body of tradi.tional Calvinism . 
in this country as elsewhere. In'Scotland it is most clearly 
represented by the Free Church. It is· not strong numerically, 
but commands considerable respect for its uncompromising 
adherence to the confessional standards of histonc Calvin- If we examine .the movements that we have ·been enumerat­
ism. There are other bodies working on the same lines, ing:we shall see that ~hey have this common element-4m 
avoiding the sU'bjectivi,ty of the evangelical group, but con- attitude of submission before the Revelation. In each there 
fining Christian thought within a very narrow framework. is a stronJ sense of a transcendent God who has' ·spoken to 

(3) The renascence of Calvinism within the Churches that us in Christ; and in each there is a strong conviction that 
lias dri·fted considerably from the old co'nfessions is a re- the record of that Revelation has supreme authority. There 
markable fea.ture of the last few years. Not many realise Hi is also a common belief that doctrine is of the most vital 
this country that there has been a strong neo-Calvinistic importance as the nourishment of the Church. 
movement independent of the rise of the theology of the These things are not j,ust blind enthusiasms. They are the 
Word. In Switzerland especially in recent years the study sober conclusions of a Church striving to right itself after 
of the Institutes has led to a catastrophic alteration of the nearly toppling over into the abyss ·of humanism without 
theological poi~t of view of a great number of pastors and falling over backwa.rd into ~e ~pposite pit of Romanism. 
professors.. Theology <IDes not mmply SWlng hke a pendulum. It wand­
.. ·Protestant France has witnessed a revolution in theolog-" -ers down jrrelevBD;t ·by-paths, but ever and again h~ars the 

ieal tl)inking. While a great many of the older pastors are summons of th~ highway of the Word:. And when I~ hea,rs. 
in. tpe liberal tradition, the younger .men are almost unani_that Bu~ons It goes .not backwards m s1l;llen reaction but 
mously Oalvinist. In Scotland students are once more debat- forwards In. fear and JOy. . 

, ins ·T~l J;>epravity, Predestination, and kindred· subjects.. -From "The.British: Weekly," DioembfW', 1987.. 
I 
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" :' ,JARVIS' STREET ACTIVITIES 
This ,week: ,the EditQr. called upon an old'iady who is a 

highlY-'esteemed member of ,Jarvis Street Church, who is 
r n9'l:~n'g~r,a:ble, .to Iilttend ''the, services of the sanctuary. 

We learned from" her :that the first thing she looks for 
when receiving THE GOSPEL WITNESS.is news of Jarvis 

, Street Chuich., Because THE GoSPEL WITNESS goes to 
a',gre!it':Jiuin.ber 'of people who are not members of Jarvis 
Street, 'we' have' hesitated to say much about, the, church 
itself ,lest we' should seem' to be advertising Jarvis Street. 
Indeed, we have published far more news of other 
chu,rches than we have of Jarvis Street. However, we 
s1,l~1 try in future to bear in mind that lion-residents and 
shut-ln members of the church who are readers of this 
paPer wiU expect, at least a little note to let them know 
hpw things are ;going oli. 

To' 'them we say that our School is steadily recovering 

\ . 

evening if there were those who desi'red th'e meeting to 
be held as usual. A good number indicated that they so 
desired, and the meeting will tperefore be held. 

'!' . 

WATCH-NIGHT SERVIC~" .' I "', 
For a number of years, we have held, a, ~atch-ni~hi; 

service. Next week, in order to give the p~ople ,a ,rest;' 
we will hold 'no service on Thursday evening, but transfer 
the service to Friday. U wiU take' the character 'of' a' 
watch-night service, :beginning at ten-thirty on Friday' 
night and closing a few minutes after twe]~e midni~ii.t.' 

·:·1 ... 

THE NEW YEAR'S MORNING SERVICE ' 
"\. : 

The usual ,fellowship service will be .'held ' New Year's 
morning at ten o'clock. This is abways one' of the gr'eat~" 
est ,meetings of the whole year, when the church "family' 

from the blow it received 
during the two months 
following the summer. holi­
days' in 'which' infantile 
paralysis was epidemic. The 
workers in the School are 
fu)) of enthusiasm, and 
companies of them gO' out 
every Tuesday evening 
from six to eight, looking 
for new prospects, in addi­
tion to the· regular visita­
tion of scholars continued, 
by the teachers. 

, come together ,to 'give 
F======;==================n thanks for, the goodness' of 

The pU;blic services of 
the church are largely at­
tended, and we, believe 
there is not a' service' in 
which the presence of ihe 
Lord is not felt. The prayer 
meetings of Tuesday and 
Saturday are well sustain­
ed; the Saturday evening 
meeting continues to ,be a 
great 'blessing to everyone 
as" it has been now for 
nearly seventeen years. The 
Thursday night preaching 
service, preceded by a half-
hour of prayer is also a 
source of great comfort and 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO THE JARVIS 
STREET FAMILY 

~ In addition to reaching thousands of others, "The 
Gosper Witness" reaches every family connected 
with Jarvis Street Church. The Pastor takes this op­
portunity of sending to every member of Jarvis Street 
his warmest Christmas greetings.. I am especially 
mindful of those whom we thi,nk'of as being "shut in", 
and are therefore deprived, of the opportunity of 
mingling with their fellow-members in the services of 
the church. I send them this word of greeting to let 
them know that we miss them from their accustomed 
place; and assu~e them that as we gather from time 

, to tim,e about the mercy-seat, they are always lov­
ingly rememberea. 

'Important as mate~ial things are, we have all 
learned there can be no real Chr.istmas sove for 
those to whose hearts the Lord Jesus. has come. W~ 
pray God'~ richest blessing upon the entire mem­
bership of the church, and wi~h every individual 
man, woman, and child, a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

Affectionately your Pastor, 

(Signed) T. T. SHIELDS. 

God, and to testify: 'to 'each' 
'other concerning His faith-: 

'fulness. We' ,are confident, 
this' coming' New.':¥ear's 
morning ser,vice will be no, 

'exception 'to' the rule:~ so' 
long established. ", " ' 

"THE PLOT THAT 
FAILEJ)P' 

This book has already 
proved very popular, and 
hundreds of volumes have 
been purchased. We have 
heard that book men' whc> 
have seen it are astonished 
that we are able to offer a 
book of such quaJity for a 
donar. The only, explaJ).a­
tion is that the price qoes 
not provide a cent toward 
the 'labour of writing the 
book. By that we mean, 
the author receives abso-

, lutely nothing; nor does ,it 
pay for the cost of typing 

'and proof-reading, or for 

inspiration, as well as of instruction, to those who attend. 
For a regular mid-week service the attendance is large. , 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS still continues on its weekly 
ministry. The classes in the Seminary meet day by day; 
and an the work of the church goes steadily on, even 
though we "do not make 'a great deal of fuss about it. 
We ar.e sure, could we have'the ear of every member of 
the "hurch, they would join us in sending cordial Christ­
mas greetin.gs to aU their fenow-members. 

the labour of sending it, out' 
It merely pays the cost ,of 'printing and binding. In the 
new year we shan be obJiged to ask lOc additional fol' 
postage. That is what it costs to mail the book; and even 
if we sell every book that has been printed we ,should 
have no .margin left at an. The book is not published to 
make mon~y, ,but to give information. One Pastor write!\ 
that he thinks it is the finest text-book on Pastoral T·he­
ology that ever was printed. We !Will send the book post­
paid .for $1.00, up 'to the first of January; after that date, 
we shall have to ask those who desire ,the book mailed to 
add lOc for postage. CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE 

'The Christ~as morning service will be held as usual, 
notwithstanding Christmas comes on Saturday. This 
week we pubiish the sermon' preached last Chl'istmas 

'morning instead of the usual sermon of Sunday. The 
Saturday evening prayer meeting wiU 'be held as 'usual. 
In view of Christmas faUing on ,SaturdaY, and the hold­
ing of the service Saturday morning, we asked Saturday 

, "OTHER LITLE SlIIPS" 
The reduced price from $1.50 to $1.00 for "Other Little 

Ships", has caused quite a ,large fleet of "little ships" to set 
sail during this Christmas season. We will stiJol send this book 
for $1.00 up to the first of January; after that 'date; 'we shall 
have to ask those who desi'l"e it mailed to supply 'lOc for' 
postage, as 'for "The Plot That Failed". ' 

./ 



\ 

8 (320) THE GOSPEL WITNESS December 2'3, 19.3.1 

INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL OF 
. ,'. , JOHN, ' 

The Fourth ,Gospel· was written bY:"the beloved disciple'.' 
John, the son of Zebedee ami Sal'Ome. Salome seems to have 
been the sister of Mary, the mother of'our Lord (John 19:25), 
and if so, John 'wo~ld,be related ~o Christ, according to the 
flesh,. 'At any rate, we know' that J9hn, together wit:tt ,his 
brother."James, 'and Peter, was 'admitted into close fellowship 
with our Lord. ",. , ' 

The .Gospel according to J ohit supplements the Gospels of 
Matthe:w, 'Mark, a.nd, 'Luke, ,and was written with a definite 
object ·in view, ~s we see from ChapteD 20, verses 30 and. 31: 
"And'rAany other sdgns truly did Jesus in the presence of his 
disciplj38, which are' not written' in this book. But these are 
.written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son o~ ,G~; ,and, that b~lievi~g ye might have life through 

. his name." ,. .',' ' . 
Through the inspiration of' the Holy Spirit this record was 

.wr:itten, not primari'ly as a biography, but as a Gospe~. Among 
the many miracles of ,our Lord, some were selected which 
would' set foith. His Deity' in' an unique way. They were 
signs, performed' in' the presence of His disciples, demon­
strating -that Jesus, the Man ,who laved a ,perfect human life 
before the people, was indeed ,Jehovah's Anointed, the Messiah, 
and that He 'was the Son of God. The testimony of the words 
and works of Christ herein desc'ribed would bring cOJlviction 
to the:hearts of the readers. 

,Conviction: . concerning ih:e person of Christ should . be 
accompanied by 'new life. The Gospel was written that men 
might' belie"e, and that they might have Hfe through faith' 
in Cl\rist. Tllese two central truths should be kept in mind 
at all times.· Lilke, in Ms Gospel, set forth accurately the 
facts concerning the life 'of Christ, while John set forth the 
interpret~tion of those facts. ' , . , 

Vol. 1 

Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (TOf'.) 

. \ 

Fourth Quarter' Lesson 52 January 2nd, 1938 

THE SON ·OF GOD BECOMES MAN 
Lesson Text: John 1. 
Golden Text: "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
, among u,,"-John 1 :14. 

I: The Word of God in Cre~tion-versesl-9. 
It is fitting that the opening verse of this Gospel, the aim 

of which is to manifest Christ as the Son of God, should 
contain a strong atp.rmation Qf His essential Dei,ty. Christ 
1.0(1,8 and is the eternal Word of God. There never was a 
time when 'He was not with God, for, He was God. As a word 
is the ex·pression . of a person's mind, and is the means by 
which his character, thoughts and will are made known, 
so Christ is the expression of God's mind, and through Him 
we know the character, thoughts and will of God (Heb. 1:1; 
John 14:9). ' 

He was the Greator of the universe (Heb. 1:2). He has life 
in Himself (J'ohn .5:26); He also 'has the power ~o bestow me 
(John 17:2). Life' may be symbolized by light, just as death 
is associated with darkness. Christ came as a lig,ht to those 
who were dwelling in the land of the shadow of death (Isa. 
9 :'2).' The darkness was great, but the darkness could not 
overcome the light (possible rendering of the Greek word 
for "comprehended"; compare 12:35 "lest darkness overtake 
Y9u") .. 
. John the Baptist, though "a burning and shining 'light" 
(5:35), was a temporary, transitory light; ,but ,Christ, the true 
Light of God, is eternal and perfect, shining upon every man 
who comes into the world. All may find life by believing 
in Him (1 Tim. 2:4; 4:10). 

n. The Word 'of God Becomes Flesh-verses 10~18. 
The. world failed to recognize its Creator. He camp. to that 

w.hich 'was 'His' own, yet His own people received Him not. 
There was, no room in the inn for the Son of God when' He' 
came to earth as a little child. 

People are divided into two classes, according to their at­
titude to .christ. It was the same When He was here upon 
earth; Many rejected Him, but"many welcomed Hiin. 'To 
those who believe upon Him, and receive Him,' He gave ~he 
authority to become the children of God (Gal. 3:26; Rom. 
8:16). ,They came into the family of God through spirltua,l 
birth (3:5). ..... 

The only-begotten' Son of God died ,that He might open 
the way for sinful men to become children of God. In order 
that He might become subject to death, it was,.necessarY 
that He take. upon Himself the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 
8:3; Heb. 2:14; Phil. 2:7). He was' born to die. . ., 

As tlie Word of God incarnate He tabernacled among llien; 
living a life the characterishles of which were grace and 
truth., He 'was perfect as a Redeemer, a.nd .perfect·as ~ 
Revealer of God, for He ,became flesh that He might redeem 
us and that He might show us, the :rather~ Grace and trutl,l, 
elsewhere described as mercy and righteousness, are the two 
great attributes of God which are most conspicuous in His 
redemptive work. John marvelled at the manifestation upO)l 
ea.r:t;hof the glory of God (1 John 1:1, 2; Luke 9:32; 2 ·Pet. 
1:16). . , . " 

He whose life was characterized by grace and truth 
bestowed grace UpOll His own. The Old··Covenant rested upon 
the basis of obedience to ·the law, but,the New Covenant 

. avaoiled for those who would ,believe in ·Christ (Rom. 4 :16). 
The righteousness of God ;w~s manifested in the, law, but His 
righteousness and also His Love were revealed in Christ 
alone, for Christ was God's complete and finai revelatiOn to 
man (Heb. 1:1, 2). Some ancient manuscripts read "the one 
w~o is God, only"begotten," in verse 18. 

III. John's Testimony Concerning the Son of God-
Verses 19-34. :' . . 

.In answer to the question ot' the priests regarding 'his 
status, John the Baptist testtified that he was sent -to prepare 
the way of the LOrd (Isa. 40:3). Indi,rectly, he thus gave 
testimony concerning the Deity of Christ. When the Pharisees 
challenged his ministry of baptism, J9hn took the opportunity 
of explaining the prophetical aspect of his mission as the fore- . 
runner of One greater than He. Christ was the fulfilment of 
the herald's work. . 

On the following day,'John pointed out 'Christ as the Lamb 
of God, the' Passover 'Lamb (Exod. 12:3), provided by God to 
bear away the sin of the world' (Isa. 53:6). Teachers will 
find verse 29 an excellent verse to use in pointing out. the 
way of salvation in Christ. Use the illustration of the pass-
over 'lamb. . , 

God had ,given John a token whereby he might recognize 
the Son' of God·; and when the prophet saw the STlirit of God 
descending upon Christ in the form of a dove at Ris :baptism . 
'(Matt. 3:16,.17), John kne,w that Jesus must Qe the Christ, 
tbe Son of God. 

IV. 'The Disciples' Testimony Concerning the Son of God­
Verses 35-51. ~ 

The fact that the first disciples followed Christ because 
He sought them illustraotes the purpose of ,His coming to 
earth; He came to "seek and to save that which was lost". " . 
Each of the disciples, when found, testified concerning Him. 

John the Baptist, ever conscious that he should decrease, 
.whi'leChrist increase (3:30), and willing that it should be· 
so, was content t;o see his disciples leave him to follow Christ. 
They immediately confessed' Him as thei:!: Master, their 
Teacher. The unnamed disciple lWas probably John the 
Evangelist, the writer of this ,Gospel. 

Philip testified of Christ to Nathanael as the One of whom 
Moses (Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22) and the proTlhets (Luke 24:27) 
wrote in the Old Testament. Jesus of Nazareth, born to 
Mary, was truly the Messiah. 'Nathanael should proba,bly 
be identified as Bartholomew. 

After Nathanael had personal knowledge of Christ he was 
ready to ackm~wledge Him as the Son of God (6:69 'and as 
the King of Israel (1-2:13;' Matt. 27:42), thus admdtting His 
Divine origin and His human sovereignty. 

Jacob's dream at Bethel (Gen. 28:12) found its fulfilment 
i.n Christ. .The Son of God, who was also Son of man', would 
make fellowS'hip between earth and heaven possible. ·He is 
the Mediator hetw~en God and man (1 Tim. 2:5); He is the 
Way of God (14:()j He is the new and living W~y whereby 
men may approacb God (Heb. 10:20). 

Study the val,jous titles used 01 Christ in tbis chaptel'. 
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