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. "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles,"Men and brethren, what shall we do? . . 
. "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and he baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the rem1ssion of sins, 'and ye shall receive ·the gift of the Holy 
Ghost."-Acts 2:37, 38. 

I 

. Before announcing a text there are two or three mat­
ters of public interest of which I desire to speak. briefly. 
We should remember that no man, and no nation, liveth 
to himself or to itself. There never was a time, l sup­
pose, in the world's history, when the nations were more 
closely and vitally related, so ihat what affects one may 
affect all, than they are to-day. 

I am sure· that, in common wJth people in' civilized 
countries the world around, we have all felt the deepest 
indignation at th~ conduct of Japan toward ,China. Quite 
irrespective of the merits of the dispute' between these 
two nations, Japan's method of attack is surely without 
justification in morals or in international law. I trust 
we have all felt a response .in our own hearts to the rising 
tide of public indignation indicated .in th~ ·news from 
England. In Great Bri,tain pulpit and ·press. everywhere 
have made their ·contribution to the development of a 
public opinion which will enable the government to take 
strong action .in respect to Japan. Of course, we a111 feel 

. th~t ,such outrages as have :been perpetrated lagainst 
China ought to be· prevented by' force if other means fail. 
I shou.ld have mtle respect for the manhood of any man' 
who, passing along the street some night should hear the 
cry of a helpless woman or child subject to a ruffian's 
attack-whether he were weak or strong, who would not 
make at least an attempt ·to respond to· the cry for help; 
and when the world is in its' present condition, one would 
suppose that the ·proper course to be. taken would be 
united action on the part of the civilized world to compel 
Japan to behave herself. . 

However, there is always this possibility, that, by en­
deavouring to prevent one atrocity; we may precipiU!,te an-

other that would be even greate~: It is possible tliat the 
statesmen who bear the responsibility in these matters 
recognize that any precipitate action in the Far. East 
might involve us in a world conflagration .. But there 
are some things we can do; and in England to-day it is 
suggested that Japan should he treated as an outlaw na­
tion, that all diplomatic relations with her should be 
seyered, and' that all trade with her, import and export, 
should be prohibited. If such economic sanctions, even 
apart from any united action by the League of NatioQs, 
were applied 'by Japan's principal customers, the Brit­
ish Empire and the United States, it would very 
rapidly deprive Japan of the financial resource that' 
would .enable her to continue her predatory attacks upon 
China; and would probably soon force her to her knees. 

! was .glad to see the account of a great meeting in New 
York City, attended· by. some twelve thousand people, in 
Madison Gardens, the import of which was to call upon 
the American people to take su~h action as would sever 
all relations with Japan. I believe we ought to do it 
in Canada. I believe the 'Government should do it.' I 
believe we should be well adv·ised· to discontinue all im­
port and export trade with Japa~ until her government 
calls off the dogs of war. 

It may be that in such action the innate selfishness of 
human nature would reveal itself. If there be profit in 
dealing with Japan, it would probably be difficult to ter­
minate relations with her. Still; in the. end, it would 
be profitable to this country, and to all parts of the ·Brit­
ish E.mpire, if thu8 we were to force her ·to recogriize 
that she cannot/flout world-opinion and expect .to continue 
to do business with 'respectable nations. It may help the 
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Government to a decision if, as individuals, we should 
say to the merchant, "Where are these goods made?" 
"They are made in Japan." "Excuse .me, but you will 
have to show me something else. Not one penny of my 
money shall help to supply Japan witp. means for the 
murder of women and children ... · If that were'done, mer­
chants disposed to be selfishly inclined would ,find' their 
trade falling off in some directions, and would pro-bably 
join hands to make such separation from the outlaws, 
general. I believe it would be an excellent plan. 

I would' go farther than that~ I wish we could apply. 
the same principles-just because the League of Nations 
has fa,Hed to do so-equally to ,Gel'IIU1ny and Italy. Be-

, yond all q~estion,those two nations to-day, officially, 'are 
outlaws. They have placed themselves' beyond the !pale. 
They have violated every principle of international law 
just as truly as if they were actually at war. 'Their out­
rages in Spain are scarcely less to he deplored than those 
of Japan upon ,China. I do not mean to say that Ge'r­
mans or Italians in 'Canada should .be penalized. T,hey 

·probably left their own countries to escape from the very 
conditions which we 'now deplore and condemri; and as 
Canadian citizens they have a right to ,be treated as 
Canadians, and to be !placed under no disalbility ibeca,use 
,the countries from which they come are misbehaving 
themselves. I speak of Germany and Italy as nations. 

I believe myself that there is but one "leag~e of na­
tions" that. will ever accomplish anything-and how effec­
tive that might be, I am not sure. There is first of all 
the league of nations known as the British Empire; and 
if a working understanding, without any hard and fast 
committments or any international treaty, 'could he ar­
rived at between the British Empire and the United 
States of America, these two great ,powe"rs" could control, 
and compel, the peace of the worid. ~ I believe it is the 
duty of anyone who can make any contribution however 
small it may ibe, to forming a public opinion, on such 
matters, to try to get people to see that' it is our duty to 
ally ourselves with all who are against such outlawry, 
such lawlessness, as now characterizes the 'conduct of the 
nations to which 1 have referred. It may be that that 
would work hardship in Japan. Doubtless there are 
good people'in Ja!pan, as there 'are many in Germany and 
in Italy. But we have to view these nations as they are 
represented by the respective it9~mments which control 
their relation to ourselves,' and to civilization at large. 
Such hardships as' would Ibe imposed by any such course 
of action would certainly 'be less than the suffering to 
which China has been exposed by the lawlessness, by the 
murderous lawlessness of ,Japan. If' we reduced these 
things to a matter of ordinary human relations I believe 
oo~~~~~*~~~~a~b~to~ 
a robber and a murderer. If a maD. had a record of blood 
'behind him, i,f he lived simply to spoil :his neighbour, if he 
were known to Ibe guilty ,in principle of such wickedness 
as Germany and Italy and Japan' now are--if reduced to 
individual condu~, I' say, 'no person would eliter that 
man's store, or do an'y business with him. You would 
probably say,' "It is a singular misfortune that such a 

'man should be outside the penitentiary, and' I shall not 
encourage him in his course." 

There is no" weapon more potent than pu'blic opinion 
when mobilized and given proper, expression. I will not 
ask you to pass any resolution on the matter, hut suggest 
only that we should each do what we can 19ward the . . 

mitigation of these evils. If we take our stand first as 
individuals, ultimately the nation as a whole may be 
led to take' action. ' 

,It is we}.l that we should frequently mealjure ourselves 
iby the principles of wpostolic Christianity as set out in 
the Word of God. What does it mean to conform to the 
teaching of the Word of God? On the day of Pentecost 
the word was so pre'ached that people were "pricked in 
their he.arts". A most unpalatable message was deliver­
ed, a word that could 'Dot be welcomed cordially by nat­
ural men a·part from divine help, :because it accused them 
of 'having a part in the crucifixion of the Son of God. ' 

I believe the gospel is .always .that,' dear friends. It is 
not possible for us to expound the principles of God's 
Word i;n such a way that the carnal nature win welcome 
it. It iis only as the Holy Spirit enables men to see that 
the word is given them in their own interest, with a de­
sire for their good, that they can welcome the thrust of 
the two-edged. sword. It is a sharp, two-edged sword, 
this convicting word of God. When it was preached in 
the ,power of the Holy Ghost, omen were convicted of their 
sin. 80 ought it to be a'lways. If there ibe sin ~n yolir 
life or mine-and. who of us is without sin ?-the readilllg 
or hearing of God's Word ought to search our hearts and 
consciences, making us to know how faulty'we are in the 
sight of God; creating also the desire to be free from 
that moral dis'ability which .the BJible calls sin. 

Thus being cut to their hearts, they repented because 
they betie'Qed the Word. .They recognized that what 
Peter preached was the truth, that Jesus of Nazareth 
was really the Son of God, and that they had committed 
the terrible crime of nailipg Him to a cross. They ad­
mitted the tlluth of ,it-that is, they admitted the 
Messi'ahship of Jesus, that He .was .reallly the Christ of 
God, They were -convicted of ,u~eir sin, because they, 
believed the Word, and thus were led to repentance. They 
confessed their concern and said, "What shall we do?" 
Peter answered, "Repent. Be sorry. Change your mi:nd. 
Recognize in Jesus of Nazareth the' Christ of God. Change 
your wholeattit'Ud~ toward Him, and r~ive Him for. 
what He really is, and have no fu,rther part with those 
who would nail Him agruiJ1, to the cross." 

Then Peter continued, in effect, "If you really repent, 
openly acknowledge your repentance. Be 'baptized, every 
one of you-not -that that &aves you, 'but in a figure, be 

, baptized for the remission of sins. And ye shaill,receive 
the gift of the Holy -Ghost." What a'simple programme! 
Yet how i,mportant--first, hearing of the word; then con­
vi'ction of ,sin; next, repentance; neXt, the bbe!iience of 
faith~balpti'&m; and next, "Ye sha11 receive' the gift of . 
the Holy Ghost."S'aid the Apostle Peter, "You have 
seen these !people who 'have received the Holy ,Spir..it. Re­
pent and be baptized, and thus proclaim your surrender) 
to Christ as .your ,Saviour and Lord; and when you so' do, 
ye shall receive the 'gmt of the Holy Ghnst." 

, I 

Th~se people "gladly" rec.eived the word. Th~y were 
hospitable t.o it. They opened their hearts and intel­
lects, and, weleomed the reception of that full-or:bed 
gospel; and as a consequence" they were bap,tized; and, .. 
heing baptized,. they allied themselves w#h the Christia'l& 
fellowship. They were "added" to the number of the 
disciples. "There were added unto them"-that· is, to 
the visible church-"about three thousand souls." Hence­
forth they were to 'be marked as the ,disciples of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. . , ' 
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, So far so gooo, but h~w many .thus making profession, 
return t.9. their old ways aga-in! What followed in this 
instance? 

We-are told that they thereafter continued in four 
things: "They continued stedfastly jn the apostles' doc­
trine and fellowship, and in .breaking of bread, and in 
prayers." They continued -in the teaching .of the apostles. 
They were but babes in Christ. They had His new na­
ture, their sins were for.g·iven, ·they. were children of God; 
but they • went to scHool. Tih~y recognized there was 
more to learn. In our day you find many people who 
have been professing ,Christians for many years, and at 
the end of fifteen or twenty years, they are no more thor­
oughly instructed· in .the Word of God than in the be­
ginning. Why? T.he ·enemy of our souls has destroyed 
the teaching ministry in ,the church. There is very little 
real expo~ition of the Word of God, little operung up of 
the .scripture so that people mig.ht know what is taught 
in the Book. But these .people, having ·received Chri'st, 
having opened their hearts to the HGly Ghost, enrolled, 
so to ·s·peak, as scholars in the school of Christ; and they 
"continued ·stedfastiy in tlie· apostles' doctrine", or teach­
ing. So ought we to do, receiving line upon line, precept 
upon precept, here a little and' there a little-we must be 
diligent students of that which is written, if we are to 
grow up into Christ. ,"Wherewithal shaH a young man 
cleanse. his way? iby taking he!')d thereto according to thy 
word." "Now ye are clean", said Christ, "through the 
word which I have spoken unto you." We are to desire 
the "sincere milk of ,the word, that we~y grow there­
by". The simple principles first, the alphabet of ·the 
gospel; and by and .by, ,the strong meat. That was the· 
apostolic method. They had no gymnasium. They put 
on no .play; ,the~ rod not propose some kind of entertain­
ment to keep p~ople coming to church: the people kept 
coming to church becapse they had received the Holy 
Ghost, and they desired to know more about God~and 
the church existed to teaeh them about God. 

"They con:tinued stedflLBtly." They were not spas-
modic. ~hey attended school regularly. They applied 
themselves to profit ·by the apostles' teachin.g. So let 
~~ . I 

"They continued· stedfastly ... in the apostles' fellow­
ship." T,hat is a very impor.tant matter, far more impor­
tant than we sometimes recognize. We may find some iJ­
·lustrations of it. Techni·cians in various depart:inents of 
industry have a \yay of .getting together to compare notes. 
Men of ··science come together to compare their findings, 
and so h'ave fellowship one with another, sharing each 
other's experie~ces, so that each may be profitable to aU. 

That is what a Christian church is for. We ought to 
"continue stedfastly in the apostles' ... fellowship", ill 
the fellowship of the saints. We ought to find our asso­

·ciation with those who are atten'di'ng the same school, 
continuing in the teaching of the aposbles, and ,learn what 
we can from the experience of others who are older in 
grace, and perhaps in years. Th~re is'a "tie that binds 
our hearts jn Christian love; the fellowship of kindred 
minds is like to that 8!bove." Notwithstanding all j,ts . 
defects, 1 believe there is no earthly fellowship com par­
aJble to that which subsists between those who share -like 
precious faith, and have been washed in the .blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. ' 

"They continued stedfastly ... in breaking of 'bread:" 
By which I \JJllrderstand, in the obsei'vanee of the ordi-

nance. There are .'but two ·New Testament ordinances,· 
the one you witnessed to-night, baptism.' That ordinance 
properly stands on the threshold of Christian experience. 
It is to be observed once, as thus we declare our identi: 
fication with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. 
But tihe ordinance of !the Lord's Supper, given to us as 
a m.entorial feast, is intended to k~ us in ·perpetual re­
membrance of our obligation to Christ. The life derived 
from Him is ,sustained by Him. Hence the bread­
which is only bread-symbolizes His .body; and .the 
wine-which is only wine-symlbol~zes His blood; and "as 

. often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, y'e do ~ew 
(declare) the Lord's death -till he come;" We give our 
testimony that, so far as we are concerned, we are sin­
ners saved Iby grace, and have no hope toward God save 
that whidh is ours through faith in ~he. Lord Jesus. 

And "they continued stedf'astly ... in prayers." They 
were all praying Chrisbians. That was one of the chief 
functions of the churCh; they gathered together to pray. 
.1 do not think it would Ibe an exag.geration to say they 
'spent more time praying than in preaching. Yet to-day 
how sa:dly is that divine mimstry neglected! But how 
long. can we mainta·in correspondence with Heaven but 
.by !'continuling stedf'asbly . . .. in tihe prayers"? The 
diver goes down into. an element in which he is not at 
home, and carries down with him a connecting hose 
through'whiCh air is sent down to him, 'so :that in that 
lower field where he is working he may breathe .the air 
of ·the upper world. . The sa·Hors in their submarines go 
down beneath the surface of the sea, and carry with 
,tlhem supplies of, oxygen. They must carry a supply 
f.rom the upper world, or they ca·nnot live. So we live 
and work in a sphere ot life which' is alien to the ne:w 
life that is .given ,to us··of God.· T-l~at new life cannot 
subsist unless it maintains unbroken correspondence with 
Heaven. There is only one way by wh·idh we can do that,· 

. and tha.t is by "continuing stedfastly ... in ·the ·prayers". 
How often the churCh doors are closed, and once a year 

people become very religious. sOme people take a turn 
at attending church during Lent, and many people have 
a week of prayer. I have no 6bjection to a '~week" of 
prayer, Ibut wthat if you had a week of ibreathing? How 
would you get along with .that? It is all right-pro­
vided you have lifty-one:other weeks! We must not pray· 

.0ocasion-aJlly only: we must pray "without ceasing". Here 
we read of the church func~ioning 'as a church, and .they 
continued collectively in prayer, sending 'up their united 
prayers to God. And it was .by that exercise that the 
church was vitalized, and that the.ldfe and power of God 
were regnant in its life, and in the lives of its individual 
members. . 

And they lived in reverent fear: "Fear came upon 
every soul." The church to-day is largely held in con­
tempt because too often the professing churOO is u.tterly 
powerless. It man'ifests no -supernatural power. J.t dif­
fers not, in many instances, from other human organiza­
tions, whether oil -business, or companies of people organ­
ized for social purposes, wholly on the· human plane. Not 
sO wi·th the New Testament ·churdh. "Fear came upon 
every soul." People said, "There is something other 
than.human in that; God is dwelHng in the midst of His 
·people." Tihe chu~ had Ib.ecome the ea,rthly dwelling­
place· of Ithe Most High. 

"And many wonders and signs were done by the 
apostles:" Their preadhiing was with power. Their· 

~. -.. -",. .. :--' ~. --- _. • J 
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whole m-inistry proclaimed to ali who observed that what 
they did was not done 'by human energy. but that there 

. was a divi,ne power resident within them, being com­
~unicated to other people. 

It should be so, it may be so to-day. The days of signs 
and wonders are not past. They may differ from time to 
time, :but there should be eVlident ,the presence of the 
supernatural in the life of every company of redeemed, 
regenerated, people., 

"And all that beLieved were together, and had all 
things common." Tlbey su,bordinated all their temporal 
and mateFial interests to their higher spiritual concerns, 
and shared with each other in their need. So ought it 
ever to 'be among believing people. . 

With the result that "they, co~tinuing daily with one 
aCcord lin the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, did eat their mea.t with gladness and singleness 
of heart." DaHy devotion characterized their lives. By 
which I 'believe is intended ,that in the ordinary affairs 
of life, in the ordinary occupations of life, these people 
were characterized !by _ a s'piritual gladness----,by single­
ness of heart; they had no ulterior motives, !but only one 
aim in life, and that to glorify God. Whether in the 
hoone, or in their relations with other people. wherever 
they were, they were servants of God first; riot worrying 
about the compleXtities of life like many of us to-day. 
Tlbey lived a simple life, glad of heart because they were 
saved, praising God all the time. It does not necessariiy 

, mean th8lt they made a great noise about 'it, but that 
their lives were a testimony to the goodness of God, and 
their mouths were conti.nually filled with 'His praise. 

They enjoyed in that period sPecial public favour. 
"Having favour with all the peGple." 

Apd IWhat follows? The Lord is always -busy in the 
midst of a people like ,that. "The Lord added to the 
church daily such as ,were being saved." There is no 
other means of spiritual growth and development than to 
abide 'by the teaching of the Word of God. And when 
a little ,later persecution arose 8Ibout Stephen and that 
great church----d:or 'a.t that time 'DO less than ,five thousand 
in Jerusalem had pu'blicly a-cknowledged Christ-and 
when they no longer enjoyed the favour of 'the people, 
but were S'Cattered abroad everywlbere except the apostles, 
broken up, fleeing for their lives; 'wherever they went, 
they went "preacnin'g the word~'. How were they able to 
preach the Word? Because they had "continued sted­
fastly 'in the apostles' doctrine", because in Jerusalem 
there was built up a great body Qf believers thorouglily 
instructed i'D the grea,t truths of the gospel; and when 
they were scattered abroad, they -were competent to teach 
others, to tell to all around wthat a dear Saviour they had 
found. May the Lord make us such, by His abounding 
grace, for His n8lme's sake. 

Let us pray: 
We thank Thee, ,Lord, that T-h0lll hast saved so many of us, 

and that 'We lmow of a surety that 01H" sins are forgiven us 
for Thy nam~'s sake.' We have no ground of approach to 
Thee, no argument with which to come except that we are 
sinners, always in neeji of replenishment at the throne of 
pace. So do we come. Bless all Thy dear people this even­
mg.' ,Give us all the courage of our convictions. Help us 
to be true to Thee in every walk of life. Help us to behave _ 
as ,Christian men and women everywhere. _ May it be evident 
to all that we are really walking in newness of life. 

If there are any to whom Thou hast spoken by Thy Spirit, 
convicting them of sin, of righteousnllss, and of judgment, if 
it be that tp,ey have seen Jesus Christ as the sinners' Saviour, 

help them to cast themselves .upon Thyself this evenipg, with 
no excuse, with no attempt to explain away their sinfulness, 
help them rather to acknowledge it. We are all sinners . 
Help us to come in true penitence. Some of us would fain 
come again even' as though we had never come. Sometimes 
we feel that 'We want to take our place again with those who 
come seeking Thee for the first time, once again to pray with 
them, God be merciful to me, a sinner. Help us all so to 
p'ray; and then, with the assurance that God is ours, that 
we are Thine, that we have Thy Spirit's presence with us, we 
can go out into the world boldly. We can be in the world, 
and yet not of it, bearing a clear ,testimony again~ all UD­
ri,ghteousness, summoning men to' repent and believe the 
gospel. Give us grace so to do, everyone of us, for Thy 
name's sake, Amen. 

SEMINARY NOTES 
Convocation 

It usually rains on nights when the Seminary celebrates! 
But in spite of the dampness there was a fine attendance 
a.t our F'all ,Convocation last Thursday. Trustees and teach­
ers publiCly signed the statement of faith, promising thus 
that they would have tsmght and would teach only in accord­
ance :with the Word of the Lord. So the school binds itself 
each year, as with an oath, to adherence to Evangelical 
Christianity.· . 

Student John Paterson briefly presented the 'opportunity' 
which he found at Emmanuel Baptist Church, Verdun, Quebec, 
where he was student-pastor for the summer. Student H. 
MaCIBain related the way in which Gospel work had been 
started dn Sarnia. Thrcmgh two months' ten·t campaign many 
professed faith in Christ. Following the campaign, meetings 
are being held in the Y.W.C.A., but plans are afoot to secure 
a well-located lot and put a suita'ble building upon it. Mr. 

,.MacBain win continue as pastor, traveIling to and fro be­
tween Samia and Toronto. 

The chief address of the evening WIllS delivered by the 
President, Dr. T. T. Shields. He emphasized the need for 
.real men, men of action, men of God, men in the work of the 
ministry. The SeIlJinary exists to train such. It stresses 
quality, not numbers. The School's ministry is a work of 
faith. Beginning without capital it 'has continued ten years, 
but its need is still great. To send forth a 'band of earnest 
and equipped workers into the needy harvest fields is to be 
truly missionary. 

The Store-Room" 
",Come down and see what Mr. has brooght." The 

cook's face was beamipg. We went down to the store-room 
to find carrots, beets, squash, apples and even spinach. And 
last week the same friend presented us with a six gallon 
crock of delicious pickles. "That is a .fine man," said the 
cook. We think he must be! Such offerings, Paul would 
say, are a sacrifice well-pleasing to God.-:-,W. G. B. 

"A Small Down Payment" 
'Ilhe following letter was written' by -a gr~duate of the 

Seminary, who is now a pastor of a small church. Coming 
f~m one who knows the work of the school thoroughly, it 
gIve us the ,greatest encouragement in OUT task of training 
men for the work of the ministry. We could ask for no 
bigher commendation of the Seminary's work than IlUCh a 
letter from a former oStudent who is :being richly blessed in 
the service of the ~rd. 

"Dear Miss Lindsay: 
"I know the Semiinary will be opening soon and that 

you can always use 'green backs' for its support._ I am 
glad that I can make a little gift toward its upkeep. It 
will be but a small down payment of what I actually owe 
it for my training. May these two doUars enclosed be 
multipl~ed by many others that' the Seminary debt may 
be paid and the great work continued. 

"Take this money as coming from the work here at 
--- and send a receipt for our records. 

"I wish all of you connected with the Seminary God's 
richest ,blessing that this year may be the best yet at 
the Toronto Baptist Seminary. I am 

"Yours in His glad service, 
-------'" 

\ 
I 
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THE· STORY OF THE. PLOT THAT FAILED 
The History of a Church's Struggle to Maintain an,Evangelical 

Ministry in ~ Free Pulpit . 

; 

By T. T. SHIELDS ... 

CHAPTER XXVI. 
In order to com,plete the record of influential eve~ts 

occurring between the meeting of June 29th. 1921, and 
the decisive meeting of September 21st, I must include 
in our narrative some incidents which may, in them­
.selves, seem to have been trivial, but Which, as we shall 
see, had far-reaching effects. -

When I ·came to Jarvis Street in 1910, the Church 
Clerk was an old gentleman of nearly eighty years of 
age, and' very deaof. There was no church office OPE!D 
for public use ·every day. The records of the· church 
w~re kept as well as could be expected of one of' that 
age, handicapped by deafness. For the' first four years 
it 'consumed the better part' of an hour at every 
Deacons' meeting to get the Clerk's minutes sorted out.' 
At. the time of the upheaval in 1921, we had had a 
~hurch office, open daily for about seven years, The 

I latter part of that ,time the office had been filled by a 
rwoman. She w~s a very efficient. Secretary, but when the 
starin broke I found she was wholly sympathetic toward 
the enemy. One can readily see under what a great 
handicap we were labouring when so many church officials 
had become disaffected, and'the office, with all its rec­
ords, was in charge of one in full symp8lthy with them .. 

It was late in June before I l'Ieturned to -the office after 
my illness with scarlet fever. One day I went to one· 

. of the cupboards where the minute-books and other 
Jarge books of record were kept, and which was enclosed 
by sliding doors, when I doiscovered that a strong clasp 
had been attached, and the doors securely locked with 
a large padlock. On making thi,s di.scovery, I turned 
to the Secretary .and asked when and by whose order 
this new lock had been pu~ on the cupboard. She re­
pHed that it ·had been done qUlite rec'ently, and by order I 
of the House Committee. I said to her, "I presume, 
Miss ISo-and.,So, you have. duplicate keys?" 'Do which 
she replied' ·in the affirmative. I then said, "Then, if 
you please, I will take one of them." Whereupon she 
straightened herself, and stood upon what dignity' filhe 
could command, and very insolently replied, "A.s Secre­
tary of th~s 'church, I prefer to have th7 records in my 
own custody." P·erhaps her linsolence ·apgered me some­
what. At all events I puUed OUlt ·all the stops of the 
organ, couplers included, and' concentrating all the 
personal foree available in. the command, answered, 
"How dare you so speak to me? I·am Pastor of this 
ch!lrch. Go to that safe, or wherever you keep them, 
and get me that duplicate key. I want no more. argu­
ment." She wiJted, and tllembled like the proverbial 
aspen leaf, and handed me a key which I attached to 
my key-ring. , , 

The immediate occasion for -consulting the records 
that had been locked up, I cJl,Dnot now recall except to 
say_ that it was relatively unimportant. I little knew 

-at the moment how much hinged upon'that simple in­
cident. Later I was profoundly convinced that the 
course I took ,was under special d1v,ine direction. The 
seque} to the' incident will a.ppear later. 

, I have already referred to the visit, during the sum­
mer, of the a'ate Dr. John Roach Straton, of CalYlary 
Baptist Church, ~ew ,York City. 'I had met Dr. Straton 
on one occasion, casually, long enough· only to ·shake 
hands w~th him; we were not intima,tely known to each 
other. Dr. Straton rendered u,s great se·rv1ce. Great 
congregations attended his miniJStry, and many were' 
converted. One memorable meeting was that at which 
Dr. Straton delivered a lecture exposing the evils of' 
d'ancing. It .was rather amusing when I was later a,c­
cused of importing a "sensationaHst" from New York, 
to create a public opinion in' my favour. I knew that 
the arrangement, for Dr. Straton's coming had been 
made months before, and that while I had cordially 
acquiesced in it, his coming was not of my proposing. 
An examination of the l'Iecord !Shows that the man who 
·h8ld taken the dnitiative in inviting Dr: Straton was thl! 

• very Deacon who critized me for ~'Mporting a sensa-
tionalist. . . 

However, Dr. Straton proved to be a sensatio'nalist in 
the best' sense of that tel'lM; for he preached Christ in 
·dem·onstration of the Spirilt 'and of porwer, and such 
preachling 81lway,g produces a sensation. 

During ·~e summer, all our workers welle busily en­
gaged 'in the prayer-meetings, and in open air work, ana 
house-to-house visitation. Not a few who !had gone 
away for th'eir hol-idays sacrifi,ced ·their vacation, and 
retu;rned to town: -Others IWhose vacations came later, 
did not go away at all. .It was indeed an occasion' of ... 
"all hands IOn deck", for ·the ship was passing through 
:a terrific storm, and everyone had to be at his or her 
post. 

I wo-uld c'all the attention of my miniSlterial readers 
to ·the fact that during ,that summer we made no at­
tempI\; whatever to jUstify our cau1se by argument, but 
the whole church addressed itself to its own proper 
mission, namely, that of praY'er and preaching. The 
result was, many were converted, and SIOmething over 
·fifty during July and August yvere 'added to the mem­
bership of the chw-ch. Our story will later show that 
it was that evangelistic I effort w,h.i'ch unified and in­
spired our loyal members, and ·add·ed a suffici1ent number 
to the membership of the c~urch to turn the scale at 
the great meeting held September 21st.1 The les-son 
which may be learned from our experienc·e is sim-ply 
this, that wheI).. a church i,s in trouble, those who love 
the Lord and desire to see His work prosper, should 
give themselves with renewed zeal to ,the JDlinistries of 
prayer and preaching; 'in which case the Lord will look 
atter the rest. 

Some tNtt·e in september I received an invitation from 
the Deacons whose resignations the church was eager 
to 'accept at the meeting of Apri.l 29th. They continued 
BlS D,eacons only as ,the r.esult of my! clemency 'in mov­
ing an .adjournment of the meeting. The commuruica­
tion which I 'receiv,ed from these gentlemen rwa's an inv.j~· 
tamon tg meet them, in the hope of reaching some pri­
\nate and amicable rarl'langement, in order that I JDlight 
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be spar-ed the humiIiaJtion of a public d,ismi'l~sa1. I·re- way to the chur.ch office, unlocked that, and turned on 
plied to them, saying Itha.t we had 'appealed to Caesar, the light. . I went to the cupboard for the minute-book, . 
and to Caesar we would go; th'at I refused longer to • and it lWas locked with a big padl'ock! But I had the 
reco,gnize the competence of su·ch a body to deal wi,th key, the key wblich I had ol"dered the disloyal Secretary 
the questions aJt issue, and-that I should await with to deJ.iv,er to me some time in June. I unlocked the 
confidenc~ the deci,sion of the church at the meeting cupboard, took out the minute .. book; locked the doo;r 

. of September 2~J8t., , agailJl, went out of the buHding; and drove home. 
During aU these months, one of my most faithful I fixed upon 'a .given date. I had been Pasto.r of the 

heJ.pell"s, and' my constant and inseparable companion, chur.ch .eleven years, bUJt !lor the first fou'r years the 
w.as Mr. WilHam Fl1aser, who was called my Secretary. minutes had been written .by the aged Clerk, and the 
The reason for that designation W81S that I wanted a l"ecol"ds were notea'si'ly decipher.ed. From the opening 
man who would ,supplement my 'Own efforts, and receive of the office in 1914, the Ireoords had been perfectly 
all direction from me. M.r. Fraser ddd no secretarial ~ept, and far the gre'siter pant of the time were clearly 
work, alrthQugh ,he was caned a secretary; but he :was, typewritten, w.ith marginal notes faci.Litating refereI).ce . 

. during those months" my righthand man upon whom I It was' p'ast one in the morning, .and we had only until 
depended for evelry ,sort of as'sistance. And no P'astor daylighit to work, so I selected these clearly-w.ritten 
in the world did ever hlave a more. faithful colleague. minutes for examiIllation, 'and covered rSix or seven years 
He was with me prl!;ctically alllthe time, night 'and day .. of minutes. I was p'articullar to make abstracts of those. 
lOne night--dt lWas not evening, but nearly midnight, entries which recorded the ;reports of examining com­

Mr_ -Fmser was with me at my house .. We had been mittees who ·recommended-c'and'idaites for baptism, and 
praying, toglether about the futu.l'Ie, as we did many als'o· to note th'e names of .the mover and sec'onder'> of 
times .daily; and had confer.l"ed respecting things which these resolutions. T'hu,s I copied the record of between 
needed ,to be done. Sitting qui,eUy at this tJime, medIi- six 'aIlld .seve~ ye8lll"s, sho'Wling how Jarvis Street had r.e­
tating upon the whole situ,ation, .there was suddenly ceived its mem-belrs; and I found they had been received 
borne -in upon me, almost as by a 'supernatural revel'a- at pl'layer-meetingls at 'any time, 80t Communion S,erv-iees, 
tion, exactly what would be done ·at the meeting sched- , as well 'as at r.egu]ar bu.siness meetings, 'ana that in 
,uled for September 21st. It was spread out before me· many cases people h:ad come into the fellowship of the· 
as a record of accomplished fact. I felrt I ,could ~lmost church who had 'been interviewed by ot~er per.sons 
hear the Chairman giving orders. . than the Deacons. . 
, Af,ter still·further viewing ,the matter quietly, I broke.. Havdng m~de ,this copy, las the day W<8lS breakhig we 
the silence, and said :to Mr. ,FIl"8ISer, "Will, it has just, got into the Cla1', drove back to the church, entered; un­
been borne in upon my mind ,that a certain action will be ]o'cked the cupiboaa:d, put ,the minute-lbook back ;where 

.taken at the forthcoming meeting." I then continued, it ha.d been, ~ocked Ithe cupb08lll"d, and went home 
"I have a conv:ict-ion IWMch has ju'st come to me, that a.glain---'and no one, not even the dislloyal SeCll"etary­
when th'at meeting is convened, they will try. to dis- knew that the minute-book bad ever been consulted. 
fl"anchiise all tl).e n~w members who have been received . During !these two mon.ths Ithe oppo.sition brad been 
during our ev:angelistic campaign.~' Mr. Fraser did busy. Every '4isaffec1ied member ,had be~n corr.aIled, 
not see holW they could. successfully do so. I replied, and everybody in the church suscepti.b]e to the influence 
"They will object to their voting ,on the g,l"Ound thiat of the opposition, had been poisoned. There is a passage 
some of them have been received at prayer-meetings in the Acts of the Apostles to this effect: "But the unbe-

_ and at Oommunion Services-dn a word, at meetings lieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, andl made their 
other than forma] and regular business meetings of the minds evil affected against. the 'brethren." It has long 
church." But, said Mr. FT,aser'in effect, Have you not· seemed to me that one of the indications of man's natura] 
always received membel1S Ii,n .exact]y the' same wray? ,(I'eporaViity consists in the hospital'ity which human na­
Have new members been received only aJt monthly busi- tlure so 1l"E!'ad~]y affo.rds to any kind of evil. The oarna] 
ness ,meetings? I said, ,"Yes; ever since I rh'ave been nature is a verirta!b]e cu,];tulre Ibed in which evj] bacilli 
Pa-stor of the church we have followed that course; but multiply liter.ally by rtlie million overnight. 
they may try to rad,se that objection. ·1 'w-ill tell you In those days it was 'fiot unusual for me to ineet a 
whiaJt we wi],] do. We wioll get the C8lr and driv,e down member of the church one day, find him or her cordia] 
to the ·church. twill get the milllute-book of the church, and apparently thoroughly loyal, only to find on meeting 
and we will come back he.re and work all night, making such an one but a few days ]ater-and in some cases not 
aQ·stracts from the· minut~-bo:ok, so that if that objec": more than twenty-four hours later-he almost frothed at 
tion is raised: we shall be 'ready to meet it." ·the mouth in his madness. The disaffection spread as 

According]y, w'e got the car out of the garage and when some virulent poison gets into the blood-stream of 
drove down to' the church. That WIOu]d be between 'a man apparently in good health, and which makes his 
twelve and one in the mo.rnin.g, probably nearer one body a mass of corruption, ending in death within a 
than twe]v,e. But I ,did nJot drive the car up to the day or so. . 
church: I stopped it a block away. The janitor lived But what a blessing it is in times 'Of such stress to 
acro.ss the street. He w.as .nOlt a member of the church, find saints who are steadfast and unmovab]e! I dis­
but had airways been a· very faithful janitOr; but I had covered that God ,had given us a grea.t army of people 
been ,betrayed by so'many, and so often, that i: felt it was who had ·been attracted to Jarvis Street, not by its 
prudent, :for the time' at least, to trust no one; and I splendid choir, not iby its 'reputation for wealth and soc\a] 
could not be sure just where the janitor's sympathies position, but only because'of its :bi,blica] ministry. These 
might lie. We' actually 'walked .on the boulevard ,rather people had be,en inoculated with bib]ene. It had entered 
than on the sidewalk, ~o that we should not waken anyone. into their very b]ood, and the divine]Y-'imp]anted love of 

I let my.se]f inlto the church 'almost as though I 'were the ·truth rendered, them immune to all the attempts of 
a burglar. We closed the door, and locked it; made our the. enemy to ·inject their pois,on. It simply !Wou]d nbt 
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take. A great many of ·these had so openly declared 
their sympathies that nobody doubted on which side of 
the great issue they stood. There were others,·however, 
more reserved who had not forsaken us. 

We knew that the enemy had their spies at every 
serv·ice: some' of .them we could identify as people who 
were just as' open. in their opposition as those to, whom 
I have referred were in theiz: s.upport; but ,might there 
not 'be others who, wj:lile taking no side openly, might b~ 

· oli' either one side or the other? Up to this' time. we 
had visited 'no one. In preparation for the two meetings 
of Apr.iJ 29th and June 29th, we' had not made a single 
call. But I reflected that, nothwithstanding the com­
munication sent ,them, it 'Was evident some members who' 
voted April 29th had not expected that their ·presence 
would be needed on June 29th. I therefore concluded' 
it was necessary that we should do some' visiting. 

I felt it was legitimate that we should exercise a 
cel'tain prudence in our preparation for ·September 21st.' 
On another night ther,efore, Mr. Fraser and I went to 
the ch~rch late, and to my vestry. I had a shrewd 
suspicion that I was,being watched constantly, almost day 
and night. Of course, I received the usual flood of "an­
onymous letters, some with skull and crossbones. One 
was sent to my wife, telling her that her husband's body 
would .be ~arried home some night in pieces. Other let­
ters were of such a: charaater that they cannot 'be describ- . 
ed. I paid not the sJi.ghtest attention to them, 'hOlWever, 
believing that they contained no real menace; for an­
onymous letter-writers, as a class, are craven cowards 
w~o would be af:raid of their own shadows. They serv­
ed only to display something of rthe spirit which. the oppo­
sitil()D had engendered. Nevertheless, under the study 
lamp we wrought the greater part of the night, copying 
the whole church roll as found in the card "index, wi.th all 
the latest addresses and telephone numbers. Again we 
left the c;1iurch ,before daylight, and nobody ·knew the card 
index had. ,been duplicated by me. 

Others had copied ·it, and from April 29th to Septem­
ber 21st, almost u~ceasingly they had visited the mem-

,bership trying to poison everyone they possibly could. 
As I think of it now, I wonder that any cause could sur­
vive such an onslaught. How many Pastol's could real1ly 
su·rvive a war of that ki.nd, extending over six full 

· months? I had III larg:e pant:of the Q.fficiallife of the church 
again sit me. I had practicaJ:ly all the ,people of wealth 

. against me; and the families of this latter class, almost' 
without exception, solidly against me, because they hated 
the doctrine of separation from the world which I had en­
deavoured to preach. In addition to that, I had the moral 

" plague-carriers from McMaster University, the graduates 
of that institution' who were under ,the direct superin­
tendence of the man on the Board of Governors of the 
University 'Whom I have described iii. my earlier chapters 
as Dr. Julia1/,. They stopped at nothing. 

No political campaJign was ever waged more bitterly or 
. more unscrupulously. Even a small group of 'People, thus 

determined and unprincipled, might easily have unsettled 
any Pastor. If I had had seven-eighrths of the people 

· solidly with me in the beginning, even an eighth of the 
membership, under such inspiration, might easily have 
accomplished ·my ruin.-But "If it had not been the Lord 
who was on our side, now may Israel say; i·f it had not 
been the Lord who was on our side, when men rose up 
against iUS: then they had swallowed us up quick, when 
their wrath was kindled agaip.st us: then the waters had 

overwhelmed us, the stream had gIOne over our soul: ,then 
the proud waters,had .gone over our soul. Blessed be the. 
Lord, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our 
soul is escape4 as a -bird out of the share of the fowlers: 
the snare is broken, and .we are escaped. Our help is in 
the name of the Lord, 'Who made heaven an'd earth." -

I would exhort my ministerial readers who are Pastors 
of churches once again, Preach the word, Be instant in 
season, ·and out of season. TJ1ere is no protection against 
the various kinds of poison distilled in the devil's labora-
tory like the Word of God itself. . 

Next week I shall tell my readers what we did with 
the church roll duplicated from ou,r card index file. 

NEWS OF PNION CHURCIlES 
ALTON-Rev. John Hunter. On Frjday; October 1st, the 

members of the Alton Baptist Church, and friends from 
Orangeville Baptist Church," gathered in the Alton Church to 
welcome officially the new past()r of the Alton Church, Rev. 
John Hunter. A fine presentation was made to Mr. and Mrs; 
Hunter, of dishes, silverware, and linen, and a very happy" 
and proditaJble evening was spent together. ,. 

,Sunday, October 3rd, was ·HarVest Home in the Alton and 
Orangeville Churches, when Rev. John Hunter, of Alton; 
preached in Orangeville, and Rev. Gordon Searle, of Orange­
ville, preached at Alton. The churches were' bewtifully dec­
orated and splendid congregations were in attendance, and the 
presence of the Lord was manifest. " . 

KAPUSKASING-Rev. RoIbt. Brackstone. We are happy 
to announce. that the K;apuskasing 'Church has received the 
requested organ, and the offer· of several niore. The Lord 
continues to bless, and we are sure our' readers will continue 
to praY'for these 'brethren, . 

SUNDERLAND A.SSOCIATION-T,he Churches of the 
Sunderland Association met in' the Fenelon Falls Baptist 
Church on Wednesday, .september 29th, for a time of fellow­
ship and spiritual inspiration. The special speaker was Rev. 
John Elder, of Milverton; formerly of the City Mission, ~el­
fast, Ireland. MJlliSic w~s provided by Mr. and Mrs. Knights, 
of Maple .Hil1, and Miss A. Baker. Between the afternoon 
and evening sessions the -ladles of the Fenelon Falls Church 
provided" a hearty supper for all. I' ". 

VAL D'OR-J»astor C. S. McGratli. The summer months 
are as diffi'cult in the North as in the .south, but now in Val 
d'Or the people are returning and the work has taken on new 
life during the past few weeks. Numbers have increased as 
well as interest. ' "When doing my visitation from ·house to 
house," writes ·Mr.· McGrath, "I come across some very sad 
homes that are greatly in need ()f the mess'age of salvation, 
and the Saviour Who can save unto the uttermost. Only last 
week I called at a home and found the lady and mother of 
the home greatly distressed. ,She told me that her husband 
could not ·~t work in the mine on account of having poor 
eyesight, and that they did not know what to do or where 
to turn. I tried to comfort,. and at the same time lead her 
to the ,God of aU comfort. She seemed to be intensely inter­
ested in the message of salvation' and il').vited me to come' 
back when her husband would be at home. I went back a 
couRle of days later' and· had the great joy of leading both 
husband and wife to acknowledge Christ as their Saviour. 
Since then they .both have ,been rejoicing in the Saviour and 
a~e tl'lusting Him' for their f.uture." . 

TENT.,. ANNUAL CONVENTION , " 

; Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Quebec' _ 

JARVIS STREET BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 
, . 

October 19th to' 21 st 

Special Speaker: 

DR. HARRY HAMILTON, BUFFALO, N.Y. 

/ 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
OLIVE .L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

Vol. 1 4th Quu:ter Lesson 41 October 17th, 1937 
I 

REWARDS AND THE LIFE BEYOND 
Lesson Text: Luke 16. 
Golden Text: "He that is faithful in that which is least is 

faithful also in muCh: and he that is unjust in the least 
is unjust also in much."-Luke \6:10. 

I. THE "DISMISSAL OF A FAITHLESS STEWARD-
verses 1-18. . 

Our Lord continuea teaching His followers dn the ,presence 
of the Pharisees and the pUblicans (16:1,2; 16:1). This 
parable concerning the right uses of wealth was particularly 
appropriate to the Pharisees with .their cov~tousness (verse 
14), and to the .publicans; notorious ,for their cruel methods 
of extortion (3:12, 13; 19:8). . 

The rich man's agent; responsible for administering the 
'estate, was accused of squandering his master's property, 

... probably by fraud. The owner cadled ul?On ,him to close the ac­
counts and bring 'him the books showmg the financi.al state­
ment, as we would say to-day. DeItberating upon his course 
for the future, the 'agent, who desired neither to eng~ge dn 
manual labour nor to ,beg, 'resolved to see to it that he did 
not lack friends to receive him a,f,ter his .dismissal. As his 
master's debtors came before him individually, 'bringing the 
bills sho,wing the amount of their indebtedness, they were 
'advised to reduce the fig1U1'es. They pro'bably did not reaLize 
that the agent was acting without the authority of hi~ master, 
and that he was gaining friends by dishonest dealings. He 
was dismissed ,because he was unfaithfud to the trust com-
mitted to him. ' 

Our Lord found lessons of truth .in the.affairs of everyday 
life, using even such' an incident as *e disII).issal of an.~­
scrupulous steward to impress 'Upon His hearers the qualItIes 
which His servants shoU!ld display. The Christian is a stew­
ard of the Lord (,1 Cor. 4:1; Tdtus 1:7; 1 Pet. 4:,10), a stew­
ard of the mysteries and of the grace of God. He holds in 
trust the riches of the Gospel, and is commanded to keep safe 
his 'Master's property, and administer it on beha1f of those 
for whom it is intended (,I Tim. 1:11; 6:20; 2 Tim. 1:14). 

The Lord's stewards must 'be 'wi'se (verses 8, 9). The 
steward in the parable, though nmjust, was commended for 
his wisdom. Men of the world dispIay prudence and sagacity, 
and so should the Christian. He should avoid the sins of the 
children of this world, but should imitate their virtues. 

The unfaithful steward sought worldly friends by 'cleverly 
manipulating his master's resources, !bu.t the Christian may 
gmin friends for eternity, friends who wilJ welcome him when 
he reaches heaven, if he will but use wisely, the money he 
holds in trust for the iLord, giving to the needy, and sup­
porting the proclamation of the Gospel whereby .many may 
be saved. Thus wealth, which 1s too frequently the "mam­
mon" or riches of unrighteousness (1 Tim. 6:10), may be 
·a blessing, and not a hindrance. 

T.be steward of the Lord shoUlld 'be faithful (verses 10-12). 
The Lord does not reward His seTVants on the 'basis of suc­
cess or of cleverness, bIlt on the ground of faithfulness 
(Matt. 25:21; ,Luke 1'2:42-44; 1 ,Cor. 4:2). The man who is 
faithful in small matters shows that he is worthy of being 
entrusted 'with great matters. If'he ,be .faithful in the spend­
ing of his Lord's money, he may he counted upon to care 

'for the Lord's spiritual interests. To be trustworthy in ad­
ministering 'another's 'Wea;l.th is an .indication that a person lis 
qualified to possess wealth in his own name. 

The Lord's stewards will serve Him exclusively (verse 
13) .. The dishonest agent attempted to serve his master 
and also his master's creditors. Impartial service to two 
masters is impossible (·Matt. ~:24; Rom. 6:16). One is our 
Master, even Cbr.ist (,Matt., 23:8). Riches and 'aM other 
material resources are to be used for Him, bu.t they are 
not to control our motives or actions. Christ demands the 
.first place in our lives. ' . 

The Pharisees also attempted to serve two masters; they 
claimed to be serving God, but in their hearts they clung 
to their weaJlth. God's. judgment of them was just (I, Sam. 
16:7; Psalm 19:9).' -
, Christ came to fulfil the law, not to destroy it ('Matt. 

5:17). He interpreted it dn a spiritual manner, and ushered , ' 

.' .1. . , 

dn a new era, the era of the Gospel. Every one, even the 
lowly publican and sinner, coudd now enter the ·open door. 

II. THE *NGUISH OF A LOST MAN-verses ~9-31. 
The Rarables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost ·Coin and the 

Lost Son present the Gospel in the form of .an appeal. 'rhe 
parable of the Rich Man and Larazus, if indeed it ,be a 
paraJble, contains a solemn warning for all who do not obey 
the Gospel, and we must not forget that the Gospel is a 
command, as well as a privilege (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 
17 :30). Christ lifted the veil and gave to His fodlowers a 
gHmpse of the life 'beyond the grave, the comfort of the 
blessed and the angnrish of the lost. . 

We dare not trifle with God's ordinances. Urge pupils 
to close ,with God's offer of mercy while they may (Isa. 
56:6, 7; John 3:36). The solemn truths herein disclosed 
show the necessity of the death of Christ. He alone could 
save us from . eternal death. The danguage used in Scrip­
ture to describe hell, and the condition of the lost, may ,be 
figurative, but if the ,figure be terrible, what about the 
reaJity? . 

The rich man lived in selfish ease and Luxury, although 
this was not the reason for 'his condemnation. He was, 
justifying himself, and trusting in the high esteem in which 
men held him. God was not in his thoughts. On the otlier 
hand, Lazarus trusted in the Lord; his name means "God 
is my help". . 

God cares for His <1W11; He giveth Hi-s beloved sleep (Paa. 
127:2; 116:15). Angels were called upon to convey Lazarus 
to the unseen world of the dead. The rich man was not 
so honoured; the Word merely states: "The rich man also 
died and was 'buried." • 

The place to· which the dead were escorted is called in 
the Old Testament, Sheol, and in the New Testament, Hades 
(Greek for "hell", verse 23). Before the resurrection of 
Christ this place was divided into two sections, separated 
by "a great gulf". The saints were in the one section, 
called Paradise, and the wicked were in the other. Mter 
His death, our Lord descended into Hades (Eph. 4:8-10), 
and "took captivity captive" 'as He ascended into heaven, 
when ~e carried. wi~h p:im ~e spirits of the just. Since His 
ascenSlon, ParadIse IS m heaven (2 'Cor. 12:1-4; .Luke 23:43), 
and those who die in, the Lord go immedi'ately into His 
presence ('2 Cor. 5:8). 

The anguish and hopelessness of the former rich man are 
vividly portr~yed. He was ~onscious, ret;ained full possession 
of the facultIe's of memory· and reasonmg, and suffered in­
tense nain of some sort. His .prayer for mercy was too late. 

, So also was ,t~e prayer. for his .brot~ers too ;late. Moreover, 
they were reJectmg the' means of hght whIch was open to 
them-the Old Testament ,Scriptures. " . ' 

What a sad commentary upon the darkness of men's 
souls we find in verse thirty-one! Many to-day are like the 
evil brothers; they wiH not ,believe even. though Christ has 
risen from the dead to prove His elaim as the ,Son of God, and 
as the Saviour of men. 
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