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"Strive t9 enter in at the strait gate:· 'for Diany., I say unto you, will seek to enter 
it, and shall not be abl~."-Luke 13 :24. 

Ministers of 'the gospel are described in the Word of 
God as men "who watch for your aou,Is,' as they that 
must give account". A: minister is ·chiefly concerned with 
the souls of men. There are many whose task it is to 
care for other people's .. property. Sometimes men are 
charged with very heavy responsibilities in that .respect; 
treasures pf great va'lue are committed to thei·r c8:re. 
There aTe those whose trust it is to 's'/lfeguard the lives of 
other~, t}le life of their .bodies. A very solemn responsi­
bility rests upon the physician. Sometimes upon his de­
cision life or death depends, and a man of conscience will 
feel deeply the responsibility 'that is his. 

But the minister has to do with something of greater 
value than mere property, ,with that indeed which is 'of 
greater worth -than physical life, that is worth more than 
all else in the world ibeside. We .have the highest Auth­
ority for ,believing that were it possi,ble for a man to 
gain the whole world but· lose his own soul, the measure 
of his .loss would be inestima·ble .. ·How responsible then 
is 'the position of the minister! He ought to concern 
himself, not to please hiS hearers, not to entertain them,' 
but so to milllister to them that theill" souls may profit. 

The minister is ,said, I repea.t, to "watch for your 
souls". He must watch over 'the spiritual health of such 
as are the professed disciples of Christ. Just as thou­
sands of mothers in this city to-day watch every move­
mentof their children, quick to discern the slightest 
indication of iII-hea'lth lest'it should be the symptom of 
the much dreaded malady. They are far more concerned 
now about the children's health than anything else in 

. life. The affairs' of the household may 'be_a,ilowed to ·go, 
but the health of the family must be conserved. So ought 
the minister to ;be ever watchful of the spiritual health of 
the flock oyer which the Holy Ghost has made him OVell"­

seer. That should be ihi,s 'supreme conce,rn. How impor­
tant it is tha-t -the lighthouse-keeper should keep his lights 
burning! Out on the stormy sea .,many a mariner will 

__ ~_ • .J.L .... _ .. _ • .::.~ __ •• _. __ ". .... '. . ......... _ .. ~ 

look eagerly for the light, that he may ·be sure to steer 
his ship' away from dangerous !places. .so ought the min­
ister, above aU people, to keep his light burning, that the' 
souls of men may' not be wrecked -by a false or erroneous 
testimony. . 

M!nisters are said to .be men who must. give an account. 
Sooner or later, the miIllister must give an account of his 
opportunity, of how he fulfilled his trust, before· God; 
whether he did, from a pure motive, seek the highest wel­
fare of the souls of men. A young minister complained 
to an older one of 'his limited opportunity, of the small­
ness of his congregation. The man. of longer and larger 
experience said, "My brother, I expect yoU' have quite as 
many people as you will care to be responSli-ble for at the 
judgment-seat of ·Christ." 

The minister must be careful not to allow himself to 
become familiar with holy things, nor, with the coming 
of his weekly opportunity, to treat his duty lightly; f~r 

. it may be his last chance with someone. They may never 
hear the gospel again. It may;be as 'he preaches, that 
with some it will .be now or never. Therefore· he oughi 
to ·endeavour always to .be faithful. . 

And with -these considerations in view, I shall try again 
this evening to 'be very, very simple, and very direct, and 
as personal as the Spirit of the Lord will enable me to be; 
. for my copcern lis for the souls of. mEm, not. fO,r the 
,preacher's reputation; he has none: he lost it 'long ago. 
Will you he~r, then, the Word of the Lord? Let us en­
deavour, all of us, to hear it fo~ our spiritual profit. 

The text which I have read to you was our Lord's 
answ.er to the question of one of His hearers: "Are there.. 
few that be saved?" . 

'I. 
. . 

I ,begin with the remark that MANY PEOPLE ARE' IN­
TERESTED IN RELIGIOUS QUESTIONS, WHO ARE. UTTERLY 

. CARELESS ABOUT THE MAT~ OF PERSONAL SALV~TION. 
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This man, I it appears, was n,ot particularly troubled or 
concerned about the ,question as to whether he was saved. 
He rather hoped for a discussion of the question he pro­
pounded, whether few or many would ultimately be par­
takers of salvation. 

What a multitude of religious people there are who 
have no interest in their own personal salvation! How 
:many religious institutions' are concerned with almost 
everything but the great matter of the salvation of the 
individual. There are many people who play at religion. 
There are many church-goers' and ,church-members and 
religious officials who play, at religion. Here is a'man 
who joins ,a golf cluth. He pays his membership fee. 
Occasionally he ,lakes his wife out to the duh to dinner. 
On fine days he gets away with his' sticks, and goes 
around the course-what doing 7 Knocking tl,le 'ball 
about. It is to be sure an interesting mental diversion. 
It also affords him an opportunity to get out into the open 
air, and to enjoy a little useful physical exercise. But 
it really does not matter whether he wins or loses. The 
score he ,makes· is a matter of no real importance. His 
attempt is just as diverting as his achievement-and 
probably the 'poorer his score, the plore exercise he gets! 
At the end of the day,'what has he done?' Nothing. He 
has only played a ,game. He has afforded himself a topic 
for discussion with his fellow-clubmen, or others inter­
ested in ,golf. But he himself will admit that he has 
'really achieved nothing. ' 

That is how some people ,treat religion. They belong 
to the' church. They sing hymns; they discuss religious 
questions; they make ,contributions to' religious objects~ 

. But it ,is no more a part of their life, no more indispens­
able to their existence; ,than is the game: of golf to the 
most enthusiastic golfer. They only play at it. There is 
nothing real 81bout it. . . 

There are a great many who regard religion as consist­
ing of debatable opinions. We all ought to have some re­
ligion! We ought to have some opinions about it! But, 
oh 'horrors, the idea of regarding a man's, creed as a 
ID8Itter of importance! The politicians talk about "re­
ligious strife", as though religion were a matter of no 
real importance, ,but sQmething that should be kept in the 
background,' that has no direct relation tp character and 
life. You may have your opinion, and I ,mine; and we 
will discuss it when opportunity offers. But in the end, 
there is no arbitrator, no umpire, no one to say what is 
riJght. It i·s of no imwz1;aIliCe which is right, you or I, but 
it is an interesting subject of discu·ssion. That is not an 
uncommon attitude tow8lrd religion. Men like to ask 
questions about it. To not a few, it affords an oppor­
tunity to exhithit !their mental agility. It is a lcind of 
intellectual gymnasium,' where argumentative people can 
show their expertness in mental gymnastics. 

I am quite wiUing to contend for the faith, to contend 
for things that are unmistakwbly revealed, . but I hate 
mere contentiousness, the making of religion a subject 

, of continual debate, and discussion, and argumentation. 
Yoet with a great many people it is nothing more. They 
are ready always to ask questions. There is scarcely a 
service when any preacher preaches but somebody comes 
forward with a few particular questions that they have 
saved' up-not :because they are interested in the truth, 
but only in lits discussion. Of .course, 'a ,man may 'be a sin­
cere enquirer; but to many people religion is very much 
like a cross-word puZzle: a problem to be solved, a riddle 
to tbe guessed. Such ,people are here to-day, and are 
somewhere else to-morrow. Any and every new rel'igious 

fad interests them. I went into a ~n's house one day. 
He ,had spread Ibefore bim on the table magazines of 
nearly every cult that I have ever hea:r:clof. I said ~'What 
do you do with these 7" . "I take them all." Hie mind 
was so full of religliou-s ru'bbish that he couId not think 
straight on anything. That was his co~ception of re~ 
l~gion-New Thought, Unity Truth, Christian Science, 
RlusseUism, and every other .ism, and I rather suspect he 
had invented. one of his own. That may represent reli­
gion: i.t is 1I10t Christianity. 

II. 
OUR LoRD TURNED THE THOUGHT OF HIS QUESTIONER 

DIRECTLY To THE SUPREMELY IMPORTANT MATTER OF HIS 
OWN PERSONAL SALVATION. T,hat'is the one thing tb4t 
should .monopolize our interest. 

OUir Lord used the figure of a gate, as though there 
were a dividing barrier, with some on the outside, a1¢ 
some on the inside,' as ,though all men were not saved; 
as though some were saved and some 'not saved. Do YQU 
believe that 7 That i:sa very unpopular doctrine now­
adays. There is a kind of universalism that is almost 
atmospheric. It is assumed, no >matter how a man has 
lived, no -matter what he 'has done, :that when the end of 
life is reached, it wm be all right. We live in days when , 
people are ,being-I had almost said, fed on a Christfan­
ized paganism. When the Indian chief died his trihes­
,men -buried his bow and ru.:rows with him, that he might 
·be equipped in the happy hunting ground .to which they 
believed his spirit had departed. It is a wonder people 
do not do that now under the sanction of some branch of 
the Christian church. Some man Who has spent his life 
making people drunk, or providing people with opportun­
ity to gamble, ·ought to have buried with him the symbols 
of his d8lIDnabie business--and the benediction of the 
church pronounced over a life that b.aB been utterly 
goolles's ! , 

If the mble 'be the word of God-and if it is not, we 
none of us know anything about the future-if it be a 
divine revelation of truth. undiscoverable to the natural 
mind, if it -be the unveiling of a life to he lived beyond 
the gI'IIlve, then that 'assumption is utterly wrong; for 
the Lord Jesus plainly teachel! us here that not everyone 
is or will be saved. I affirm that. Personally, I believe 
the Book. If I did not, I would: not ,be hypocritical 
enough to occupy a pulpit and . profess to 'preach what I 
did not Ibelieve. But believing it, I ·must preach what it 
teaches. " 

The Bitble teaches us that, naturally, men are not saved. 
They are on the outside of the gate, not on the inside­
and there is a great difference between the two positions. 
I do not know who is saved and who is not am'ong you this 
evening. I cannot tell how many of my hearers are really 
regenerated, and how many are not. But I am in duty 
bound .to wal+1 you that there is a vast difference between 
those who are outside of this gate, and those who are 
dnside. I remind you ;that the LOrId Jesus said, "If ye'be­
lieve not that I am he, ye slilall die in your sins." That is 
a terrible possibility, that a man may carry all the sins 
of his life with him to the judgment-day, unless he be 
released from them .by .the interposition of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; for it is the teadhing of ,Scripture, that unless by 
divine grace, they are remQved from him, he will 'take 
them into the presence of God. 

Let us therefore accept this plain principle. to begin 
wi1Jh, that persot'UU sal/uation is a necessity; that, how,,: 
ever well-born we ~y l)e naturally, that fact can not 

.' 
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introduce us to heaven',s aristocracy; it does not ensure 
our presentation at the Oourt above. "Marvel not", said 
this same Saviour on another occasion, "that I say unto 
you, Ye 'must be born again." Not, You ought to :be, but, 
"Ye'mustbe born again." What right has any man to 
read at the graveside of one who has spent his whole 
life without, God, that "we therefore eommit his ,body to 
the grou,nd; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 
in sure and certain hope of the resurrection unto eternal 
life through our Lord Jesus, Christ." There will be a 
resurrection-there is no doubt aJbout that-but there is 
a resurrection ~'unto condemnation", as well as unto life. 

The question, "AIre there few that 'be saved", is dis­
placed by a more importarit one. I ask, Are you saved? 
The Lord Jesus 'implied that there is such an experience 
as salvation. Then He defines the entrance to this way 
of life Q,8 a narrow, strait, gate: "Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate." "There ,is a way whieh seemeth right 
unto a man, :but the end thereof are the ways of death." 
There lis a broad road, and there is a wide gate that ad­
mits to it-and it is a road ;that ca.m.ies much traffic: 
"Ma,ny there be which go ,in thereat." But the Lord Jesus 
said that the road toot is talken by the multitude leads to 
destruction. That is almost 'a forgotten doctrine, or, at 
least, one seldom preaJChed nowadays. Bu,t I give you the 
word of Someone Who knows. ' The Lord Jesus says that 
the ,broad ,road leds to destruction. There a're many re­
ligions that offer a' wide gate to, those whowiIl become 
their devotees. The popular religion is that which re­
quires ,no amendment of life, a religion that has little or 
no relation to a man's conduct and character. Perhaps 
one will,enquire, '~Can I not go to church in the morning, 
go throu'gh certain religi&us observances, and finish my 
religion for the day?" Yes, you may thus deal with 
,religion. I.do not want to be censorious; but I do not 
'believe that anyone of us can read the Book, or-hear its 
truth expounded, without his conscience btHng touched. 
We are all a bad lot at the 'best. We all need to be bet­
ter-and the Bible tea~hes us how to be better. But if 
you do not want to be better, you may be offended by 

.. being reminded that you'ought to be better. The Word, 
that Cuts like a two-edged sword will be unwelcome. 

Notwiths~anding,the religion of Christ is a happy re-
'ligion. It is a nal1l"OW gate, and a ,narrow road-and 

peIihaps some !people think it must be very uncomfortable 
travelling in! it. I 'remember the first time I tried to 
drive a car. I wanted to have an interview with .the 
Minister. of Highways! I wanted to give him a piece of 
my 'mind. I felt the road ought to be three or four 
times 'as wide. I could not underst.and why the road was 
made so narrow. But when you are travelling on a one­
way road, it need not be very wide, especially when you 
are not likely to ,be traveUi'IIIg so faJSt 'as to want to pass 
others. I can be quite 'comfortable now on a,very na!l"row 
road. So can you; you drive your car automatically, and 
it is nO.t hard ,to keep to the road. The narrow road be­
cQmes a delight to those ·who are led in paths of right­
eousness for His name's sake. But it is still a ,narrow 
road. It means something to be' aChristdan-it ought 
to mean something. 

We do not enter this gate dragging the world, the 
flesh, and the devil with us.. I do not mean to say that 
'an outward-transformation of life is always immediately 
effected, but certainly in entering upon this road, we 
must inwardly feel something of ,the horror of sin. Do 
you believe there is such a tJhing as sin? Do you believe 
there is something in your life and mind that is "aOOm· , 

ina!ble" to God?' Do you beHeve sin is "the abominable 
thing" ,that God !hates, and which must be put away if 
we are to dwell at ,peace with Him? Perhaps there is 
someone here who does not believe the old-faslhioned doc­
trine of total human depravity? We are having exhilbi- ., 
tio~s 9f it on a rather large scale just now, are we ~ot? 
Quite enough of it in Ohina, and Italy, 'and Japan, and ' 
Germany, and Russia--'but, of' course, none in Canada! 
Nor in Ontario ·in the present election! I have often said 
I wish it were more difficult to subscribe to that doctrine. 
I Wlish there were less evidence of the innate selfislhness 
and incorrigible sinfulness of men. I wish I could see 
'here and there in pu·bHc life at least a man or two whom 
one could believe were sincerely devoted ,to the interests 
of the public instead of to Number One. 

The strai,t gate requires us to recognize that sinful­
ness, 'to repent of it, and to seek a new natu·re from God. 
You say, "But I think religion, Christianity, has to do 
with the life that is to come?" It has. But how are 
you going to enjoy the life that is to come if you 'are not 
made ready for it here? Mr . .spurgeon once said, when 
a very young man, that if an unregenerate thief could by 
any means ·get .to heaven, he would pick the angels' .pock~ 
ets. Some very precise person wenit to' him afterward 
and said, "Do you not know that .the angels have no 
pockets?" To whieh Mr. ,SpllIl"geon replied, "I had not 
thought of that. I will revise my simile and say such 
an one would pluek a feather out of alII. angel's wing." 
Of what use would i·t .be to admit unregenerate men to 
heaven? If a man, with the same sinful nature could, 
by any means~ come into the immediate presence of God­
I had 'almost said it would ,be worse ·than hell Itself. Cer­
tainly it could be no heaven. . 

This preaCher is a poor sinful creature, yet his plres­
ence has .frigihtened not la few people before now. Some 
are afra'id to 'be even w'here the .minister is, for fear he 
should ask them, Are you saved? Willat would people 
do in the presence of God? Yes; the way of life is a 
strait ,gate; and the Bib'le will teach us how to live a 
straiit life'. The Good Slhepherd will not only save us, but 
will lead us in paths of rigihteousness "for his name's 
sake". I would give nothing for a man's religion if it 
consists on'ly ·in a professed hope of heaven, and has 
nothing to do witih his 'life and dhlll'racter here and now. 
People will -believe in Christ when His !professed disciples 
show by their lives that they have entered through the 
strait gate. 

I :have not time to labour that pl'linciple, but, lest you 
should misunderstand, let me remark simply that the 
largest lilb~rty simpl~ consists in co~plete obedience to 
law. lit is when ,we are ltaught to live life God's way that 
Hfe becomes full and riC'h ·and exuberant. There is a law 
Wlritten in the members of our bodies. I move my hand 
in tJhe way ,in whiCh it ·was intended to be moved, without 
!pain, with freedom, witJh perfect ease. Watch the or-

. ganist or piaDJist ait the keys. ,See those who are espe­
cially dexterous in the use of their fingers, and then tell 
me if there ~ver ·was a madhine made to equal those four 
fingers and one thumb. ,Sometimes we see things adver­
tised as ibeing "hand-sewn". Some years ago I 'we~t 
thTOUgih some of the lal'lge J.inen mdlIs in .Ireland, and 
one of the proprietiol"S gave me'a box of handkerchiefs 
for my wJ.fe. There were a dozen in. the box, and they 
were worth-a fabulous sum..,-for handkerchiefs. Why? 
No machine had ever touched them. I was told th~t 
they were woven and embroi9ered entirely by hand. We 
mave not· i-mproved upon Go4'smachine, the human :hand. ' 
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Bu,t how does it work? :How does it perfo~ suCh 'won­
\ \. ders--the paillitings of the .great masters, the perform­

ance of the works of the great ·mulSicjans, the. finest of all 
sculptures--all Worou'giht 'by a human hand, with a human 

" brain behind it? How lis ~t done? ' When that hand is 
. pedectly respoDlJlive to the direction of the head, the man 
works with freedom and felicity, enraptured with his 
delightful task. _ 

That is Hfe., That is ·ldberty. 'Dhe way of Ohrist may 
seem to the outside dbserver a narrow path, and difficult 
to walk. It mRlY seem as though it involyed tremendous 
saocrinces. But to be in Christ, to. become members of 

• Hie body, and subject :to His !COntrol, is to live the larg­
est, fullest, riChest, and most joyous 'life possible. ' It is 
a narrow road, \but.it leads unto Ufe, and they reaUy 
live-and tJhey onl;'--;-wiho walk i~. 

III. . . 
How SHALL WE ENTER?' "Strive to enter in at the 

strait gate." What does it mean? It does not mean 
tho.t a man needs great str.ength, or some peculiar skill 
to forge his way in through the crowd. Cel'ltainly he 
does not enter by any reU~iollis trick. I remember a case 
some 'Years 'ago where there was a trial in the city. A 
noted counsel was to address the jury, a.nd the court room 
was crowded, while only a small f.raction of the people 
could be admiltted. who wan·ted to be ilfuere. There was 
One man whom I knew, who was det~rmined to ·get i'n. He 
ought to have been ·made of." ·brass flOr !he was one of the 
most pol'itely brazen men I ever knew. He was deter­
mined to hear, and his wife desired to hear also. To 
her ques·tioon, "How shaill we get in?" he repl~ed, "Do not 
worry, I wiU get you in." He armed -himself with a port­
foHIO and pushing his way i·nrto' the crowd he shouted, 
"Gang-way, .please." I do not know whether",the poHce­
man .tJhought 'he was tJhe counselor not, but by sheer 
impllldence he pushed past everyone. That method will 
not do at the strait gate. "Hear ,the right, 0 Lord, at­
tend unto my cry, glive ear unto my prayer, tha,t goeth. 
not out" of fei·gned lips." T,here:is·a Guarddan ·at tliis 
gate Whom it were impossible to. deceive. 

-",Strive"? I th'ink it means to be desperately in eam­
est, among ,other tJh.ings; to be convinced of the necessity' 
"I ,must 'be saved. I must get i1nside that gate. There ds 

. no s8llvation wi,t1iout it. I am determined to get in, to 
be downright in earnest 8lbout the matter." In this place 
we -afford people an opportunity to confess their :faith in 
Christ, and penh-RIps someone ,will say, "But, sir, you ask a great deal 'Of a man when you ask him to walk up that 
aisle." What' ,Jf your desire for salvation is not of 
sufficient intensity to le81d you to ·do a thi'Ilig like that, you 
are ndt very -much in earnest. "Strive·to enter in." It 
means that we ought to be desperately -in earnest in this 
matter of salvati-on. 

I 
.It must mean too that we are prepared to face all 

obstacles. There are m'any in' the way-','the sin that 
does so easily beset us"; ou'r natura1 tendencies; our 
natural ,pride. We -are aU proud"'-I do not know why we 
shou'ld ,be. We oug.bt all to -be ashamed. We 'have mudl 
to be ashiaJIDed of, and nothing of whlch we ·may reaaon­
albly .be proud. Yet hu·man pride keeps ,many out. Men 
are naturally unwilling to admtt that !they are sinners of 
the deepest dye, and tJh'at none but Jesus can do helpless 
sinners good. So then Qne may 'haye to face all these 
elements in life, his natural tendencies, his human prlide, 
his natuml wilfulness, his ·reluctance to yield to One who 
is LOrd, to surrender and acknowledge a higher,. wis~om, 

'will, and power than his .own. Notwithstanding, I bid 
you "strive'" Make'u-p yourmioo that, God helping you, 
you will not allow anything to exclu1ie you, ibut. that you 
will enter this stra·it gate. 

It means persistence and perseverence, so setting our­
selves toward that ,great obj~ct that we shall say, "I will 
never give up until 1 have the assurazree that my sins are 
forgiven." So wHl men do if they do but yield them­
selves to the Spirit of Ood. He wm enable you to strive. 
He will make ypu earnest. He will make you determined. 
But whatever it may cost, we must resolve before God 
that we will so yield to His Spirit as to be enabl~ to 
enter t1he strait gate. ' , 

1 hav,e knoown people thus earnestly, and perseveringly 
to resolve. I have had people come to my house pas.t the 
midnight hour, sa)'ling, "I cannot sleep. I must be saved." 
",strive to enter." Let "it be the all-important th'ing in 
me to know Chrdst, to be washed in His precious blood. 

.J knew a -man Who apparently h8id IIlO conscience in othe 
handlin'g of money. As often as he was helped to get out 
of debt, he would plunge into d~bt again. He was al­
w,.,ys in debt, and in debt jn a way that left his creditors 
exlposed, lIlot only to possible ,but very proba!ble loss. I 
S81id to hi-m one day, "My dear fellow, this must become 
with you a matter of cons,cieDlCe. You .must get out-'of 
this. You have no right to assume obligations that yOl\l 
have not ,the shadow of a chance of discilarging." "W'hat 
shall I do?" said he. "Make up your mind that, though 
you starve, you will not 'go any farther into this mire of­
deMo ,Somehow or an'Other, resolve you will get out of 
it." I do not know wihether he did or not. But you and 
I are in debt, terdbly lin deJbt, so telTlH:~ly i,n debt that ljf, 
we had all eternity in which to work, we could never 
cancel the obligBltion. We should stm -be in debt. 

You as'k, "What shall we do? I am determined that 
. somehow-someihow 1 will get rid of this, 'but how can I?" 
You cannot pa'Y ,it." You remember the story of PHgrim, 
do' you not, with a -great burden upon his back? And 
how he 10,st it? ,Says BUnylRn: "So I saw in my dream,­
that just as ·Christia,n came up with the Cross, his burden 
loosed from off his shoulders, and 'fel,l from· off his back, 
and began to tumble, and so continued to do, till it came 
to the mouth of -the sepulchre, where U fell in"---8.nd I 
saw it n'O -more." Oh that men and women would say, "I 
will ,be out of debt this night df there Qe any WRlY of 
gettmg out." , Strive to ,get to that Cross. "Behold the 
Lamb of God, W1hiich taketh' away the sin' of the world." 
He wiUcancel all, aoo as we enter in through the stJra'it 
gate we $hall be free men and free women. 

IV. 
. CERTAIN REASONS ARE ADDUCED FOR THUS STRIVING. 

Our Lord s'aid, "Many, I say unto you, will seek to enter 
in, and shall noot be. able." He did not mean that· the 
door, the gate, would be shut against any now seeking 
entrance. Blessed be God! salvation is for .the greatest ' 
of all sinners. AJre you riot -gl8id of that? If we could' 
see 'Ourselves as we really lIll"e in God's si,ght, by nature, 
I am sure we shou,ld say a'S did the Apostle Paul, "This 
-is ·a f-ai-thful '8IaYIing, and worthy of 8Ill acceptation, that 
Christ ·Je.ws came iiDto the world to save sinners; of 
whom i am chief." 'l'hat is our prime qualification, that 
we are sinners seekJing salvation. The .gate is thrown 
wide to everyone who' will t~st in the Lord Jesus Chirist. 
, Yet many shall seek to enter, '~and shall not 'be alble." 

There is an element of time here, for says th~ context, 
"When once the master o~ the house is risen up, ·and hath 

l 
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.' , 
shut to the dQor, and ye begin to stand without, and to 
knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and 
he shaltl answer and say unto you, I kIiow you not whence 
yeo are." I remind you-and I would remind myself, and 
pray thad; God will enable me to .be more earnest than 
~ver in seeking the 'sa:lvation of souls-that iill the proVli­
dence of God there comes a time when the Master of the 
house shu·ts the door. It will not be for ever possible 
for us to enter. 

Do you object to that? The stores will be open to­
molTPW morning, and wiH remain open all day-and they 
are an:ldtoUlS for customers---Jbut if you go downtown a 
few ·minutes after five o'clock, knock as you will, they will 
not open the door. You will find the door shut to those 
who 'Come af.ter hours. 

During the war I !preached one Sunday evening a few 
miles ou,t of I;ondon. I followed my usual ihabit of bei'ilg 
content with a very limited meal at noon; and nothing 
else until I was finished for the evening. When I got 
througth, I took a wad'll back to London, thinking to sH,p 
into a ,restaurant f'Or a little supper. i: got out at Vic­
toria Station, and Saw rigtht across the street a rest-­
aUl'1luit that would suit my purpose. I said to myself, 

. 'Dhat ds fine; I will go there. Just as I reached the dOOT, 
a man Came to the fll"ont and turned 'a key in tl!-e door. I 
·indicated that I W'8IllIted ,to come in,but he shook his head. 
I knocked at the d'Oor, and while I could not hear w:hat he 
said, I Could read his lips ,througth the glass, 'saydng, "You 
are too late." The door was shut. 

I went to look for another phi'ce--4t was only aboot 
eleven o'clock ad; nighhbut I was too late everywhere. I 
was never S'O hungry in my life! I said to ·a policeman, 
"Tell me of some ·place where I can get a bite to eat." 
"There wiU ;be a coffee Wl8igon at suC!h 'a pI8£e about two 
o'clock~" he saJid. But it W81S of no UlSe: it was too late-­
and I went hungry to bed. . 

That is what iIt me8lIJ8~ GOd win not keep' His rest­
aurant open always. He has His hours. 'Dhe day wlli 
come Wihen the Master of the house will Sihut the dopr. 
it will be too ·late some day; and it will be of no use to 
knock then. Many -win seek to enter ,in-"and shall not 
be 'able'~. 

'Dhe coIlltext says that mO:1II11 wiU ·knock 'who, until then,. 
assumed. they had II right to enter. They come IllS though 
they were children of the h'Ousehold, saying, "Open to 
uS." But the Lord of the house wiH sa,y, "I know you 
not whence ye are." "Bu,t you must know us. We have 
eaten aDd dTunk ~n thy ,presence, I8IIlid thou haSll; tau,ght 
in our streets-we were chul1ch members; we actually 
came to the Communion Talble; we were reli'gJou's people." 
"That ,may !be", says the Master of the house, "but I 
do not know you." 

You remember the word in the book of Revelation 
where rthe great Head of the chiureh looked down upon tJhe 
seven churcl1es? Looking upon the chu,rch at Sardi's He 
saw the mmes on ,the rolland sa'id, "I have a roll too­
and thou hast a few names even in Sardis which I 
have also on My roll, which have not defiled their gar­
ments; and- they shall "Walk with me in wh·ite: for 
they are worthy." It does not follow because one has 
his name on a church roll, that it is written in the 
Lam!b's book of life. In that g.reat day there· will be 
myriads of people knocking and saying, "We have eaten 
and d,runk in thy presence. We were among the re­
ligioUlS people. We were: ca~led Chri'stian." ''It makes 

no d.iffer~e what you were called: I never knew you." 
That· is a terrible seiltenJCe! V'8IStly more a.ppalling than . 
my lookJing into that restaurant window that nigM in 
London--4ldl ibrightly liIghted, when I could not get in. 
I do not know that I ever saw a place look more ·attrac- . 
tive than that did-after the door was sbut. M'r. Lloyd 
George, just after the war, described the nations of 
Elirope .aJS being like a man who was down-'at-lieel, out-, 
at-elbow, hail" un'kem!pt, wirtlh ever,y appearance of desti­
tution about h1i~, ·!hungry and for,lorn-etanding looking 
into what he called a coo~sbop window. "Wanting every­
thing",· said' Mil". Lloyd George, "and with no ·money to 
buy." 
. And the Master utters iflhad; terrible word, "There shall ' 

be weepin·g and gnaiS'hing of teeth, when ye sh_all see. 
Albra.ham, and 1sa8JC, and J &Cob, 'and all the prophets, in 
the kingdom of God, and you you'l'Selves thrust out-you 
shaH see something of the eveda,st,~ng felicities of those 
who are saved, and Y01~rselves shut out." . 

How ought we to strive? I know that we aTe saved 
by gra'Ce, and by grace alone; and yet tJhe Word of God, 
though He does it all, addresses IUS, demanding our suli~ 
mission and su,rrender, as though we had something to 
do, bidding us strive-"Give diligence to make YOUT call-.... 
ing and election sure." I lbeg of you, memberlS. of this 
ohureh, members of other cl1urehes if such there are 
here, and membel1S of no chureh at all, before you sleep 
this night, make absolutely sure that you 'aTe on the in­
'side of this· gate, saved with an everlasting salvation. 
T,heJi at last iWe shall 'be eternally shut in with God. 

Let UlS pray: 

o Lord, how great is Thy mercy! How inestimable ~y 
.. patience I Thou art long-suffering to uiJward, not wi~ling that 

any should perish. We bless Thee that the door still stands 
wide for us all, and we pray that this night some may enter 
in. We bless Thee for what some of us know ·Of the joys of 
Thy salvation. Help us all that we may rest this night in 
the full .assurance of fa~th. For Thy name's sake, Amen. 
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THE STORY OF THE' PLOT THAT FAILED 
The History of a Church's Struggle to Maintain an Evangelical 

Ministry in a Free Pulpit .': 
. By T. T.· SHIELDS 

CHA,PTER XXV. 

In order to lay the foundations for later reference, it 
is necessary to relate several experiences, some dating 
back to pre-tribulation days in Jarvis Street, and some 
!that occulTled between the meeting of April 29th and 
September 21st, 1921. 

I here put one story into the' record for the sake of 
my brother .... pastor.s :who are reading the Story of the 
Plot. It is ever enough .for the servant that he be as 

. his Lord. We all have been ungrateful to the Father 
of lights with Wihom there is no variaJbleness, and from 
Whom come every good and every ·perfect gift; and 'if 
we receive.' from 'others treatment analogous to that 
'whi-ch we have ibeen guilty of according our supreme 
Benefactor, we cannot reasonably 'complain. "Every 
creature of Go~ is good", we are told, "and nothing to 
be refused, if it he received wi~h thanksgiving." And 
in the scripture which admonishes us to he "careful 
for nothing; but in everything by .prayer and supplica­
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
unto Goo", the giving of thanks, as an expression of 
heart-gratitude, is specidic'ally enjoined. We are ad­
monished in the Scriptures to do "·more than others"; 

I 
but while still a Pastor in Hamilton, urgent invitations 
came to me to cond!let six weeks'_evangelistic services, 
in the midst of !the summer. It was so unusual that I 
obtained leave of ·absence from my 'church to a-ccept the 
iniVitation. The Lord so abundantly iblessed the six 
weeks' services. that before they were ended, I receiv­
ed so many invitations for evangelistic work, that I 
decided to continue. in the work i,ndefinitely, and tihere­
fore resigned my Hamilton pastorate. 

! 

In the_Autumn of that year I visited a c;ertain town 
of perhaps three or four thousand people. On mll' ar­
rival I was met at the station by:the Pastor. He told me 
a very critical con.pition of affairs obtained. in his 

,church ;'that his resignation, undated, had been written 
some· months before; ibut that he was hoping that one 
of the results of the speci'al services we were to hold 
together would he to dear up the difficulties in his own 
church. He did not expect large congregations, com­
plaining !that .i~ was very difficult to get the unconverted 
to attend church; but tbat he !hoped the services would 
at least r,esult in 'a s)Veetening .of the atmosphere, which 
would make it possible for ·him to continue in the pas­
torate of that church .. 

,and there it is said, "For if ye love them which love He explained to m'e that .his children were "in attend­
you, what thank have ye? for sinners 'also love those ance ·at the high school; and !that .j.f it should prove 
that love them. And if ye do good to them which do consistent with his continued usefulness in the church, 
good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do he would prefer to .postpone 'his removal unltil the chil­
even the same.' And if ye lend to them of whom ye dren had completed their .high school work. I felt that 
hope ,to receive, what thank 'have ye? for sinners also his desire for establishment there was perfectly legit­
lend to sinners, to receive as mu'ch again. But love ye ,imate. There was nothing mercenary about it. It was 
your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing merely the natural desire of a f·ather that his children 
a·gain; and your reward shall· be greatt, and ye shall be' should have opportunity to complete their secondary 

: the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the' education. 
: unthankful and to the. evil. ~e y~ therefore mercifu-I, 'l immediately proposed ,to him that we s'hould visit 
; as your Fat~er aliso IS mer,crfiul. The argu~ent of . together from house to house throughout the entire 
; these verses IS. thatt we ~,re t!> e~ulate the attItude of town, not omitting a single .place of human residence. 
: the great-Exempl,a,;' .for he IS kmd unto the unthank- We printed some invitation -cards, with an ann·o.utice­
; ful and ~o the ev·ll . ment on one side; and, on the other ,side, a simple set-

Ther.e is a list ·of ugly characters in the second ting forth of the way of salvation, with the names of 
, Epistle Qf Timothy, chapter three: "For men shall be the Pastor and ,his helper subscribed. We then began 
, lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, each morning 81bout nine o'clock, and went .from door 
: blasphemers, disobedi,ent to parents, unthankful, un- to door. Wlhere it was possi~e, we entered the house, 
l holy, without natural affection, tr.ucehreakers, false engaged Ute people in religious conversation, and, wher'e 
~ accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are they were willing, we read the ecripture and prayed. 
, good, trai'tors, heady, ;h.iglmninded, lovers of pleasures Where that was no.t possible, we hore our testimony at 
; more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, the door, gave the people a w,arm invitation to attend 
: but deny~ng the ·power thereof: from such' turn ~way." the servi.ces, and left a card as a .reminder. We 'con­
. In tRis list, with the covetous, boasters, blasphemers, tinued this until every house in the entire neighbour-

truce..lbreakers, and so on, the "unthankful" are includ- 'hood had been visited, and not ·an individual in the town 
ed. Obviously therefore ingratitude, or unthankf.ul- had been left without an invitation. . 
ness, jn the sight ·of God is a great sin; and of the sin 
of ingratitude to God everyone of us has been guilty. 
That being so, perhaps it is 'no wonder that those who 
endeavour to serve the Lord should receive their most 
grievous wounds at the hands' of those w:hom they have 
exer~ised themselves to help. 

Before I became Pastor in London, Ontario, I spent a 
year in evan~elistic work, I.t was not of my choice; 

\ 

I said ,to this brother, "Now, having done all that is 
humanly possible, first to give the gospel to every .indi­
vidual in the town, and, secondly, to invite them aU to 
the church .for the further hearing of the Word, I feel 
that we can reasonably ask God to ble'ss our efforts. 
Having put the wood and the sacrifice upon the altar, 
and having thus provided a place for the Fire to fall, 
we -can reasonably ask God to send the Fire." This 
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. Pastor said to me, "I have been a minister in this town men" may arise out of the m'embership .of the church 
'for ten years'; you have been 'here but a few days. Bu,t itself. .' 
YQu have introduced me to the town. I have met hun- On going into the matter in thi·s Quebec church, I 
dreds of people I did not know. I have entered many fou'nd it w.as but a repetition of my friend's experience 
homes I had not even seen. You have shown me possi- in iflhe ·church to which I have' already referred. He was 

; bilities of work of which I had never even dreamed; not io blame in the matter. His only fault was that he 
and I am most ·grateful." would not allow an unreasonable man, who had crucified , 

The effect upon the services was exactly what might every other minister he had ever had, to control the 
have been expected. The buiIdi'ng was packed to capac- situation. I was enabled to discern the cause of 'the 

,ity as often as ithe doors were open. Nor was there a trouble" and so to adjust affairs that the minister was 
single service. without .conversions. It transpired in" able to contilnue ·somewhat happily for some time after. 
later years that among those who were- convel'lted, some During the intervening years hoth the' son and 
ib,ecame deacons, others milJ.isters. daughter of Ithe' Pastor referred to had come to To-

But it was not all smooth sailing. T·he opposition ronto. The son had becOlDle, a graduate of McMaster 
showed' itself. One man who was a prinJter, printed University, and had gone into industrial life in the 
a scurrilous attack upon the Pastor, and stood at the department in which he had specialized in his university 
ohureh door, with one or two ,associates, and distributed 'course. T'he daughter had Ibecome a graduate of To­
'them to the people as they were leaving the ibuilding. ronto Conservatory of Music. On my return from Que­
I recall th,at the name of the man wa·s Post. . I called bec, arriving on a morn;ng trai~, after breakfast I went 
the deacons together, showed them the leaflet-which, into my study at my house, and was.,amazed to see the 
'however, 'they had already seen-and I said to them, room profusely decorated with flo1V',ers. How many 
','~hat is enoug.h to justify the exclusion of any man there were, I cannot tell; but as I recall it now, it seem­
from any church in the world. Why do you ·permit a ed as though vases were everywhere .. I called my wife 
man like ,that to continue in the memibership of this and said, "What in the world is the meaning of this? 
church? He is ObviouS/ly untoucbed by the gracious what fairy has been here?" She replied, "Miss So-and­
showers which God 'has bee'n pleased to send upon us, So"-naming the daughter 'of the minister in Quebec-

, and unmistakably he is an agent of the enemy of souls." . "came last evening and asked me to let her put these 
To which -they replied, "What would you do?" I lIaid, flowers in- your study as an expres!llion of her gratitude 
"Instead of oS. Post, I would, have a posthole-by which to you for what you had done for -her father." 
I ",!,-e,a~, the place where, the Post used to b,e:" They I confess i .appreciated it. I thought it was a lovely 
said, ,You mean that we have ground for hiS exclu- "h· f h t d lth ugh I had no consciou.sness of . ,,, I ·d "If h t Id h !; 'Ing or er 0 0, a 0 ' 
slon . sal, .you ave no , you never cou . av~. having put her or ,her father under any obligation. ~ 
I would su.~o~ hI-I? befor~ the chur·ch ~to explaIn hiS had simply done what I beHeved Ito be ri,ght, 'and the 
conduct, give him ,hiS day In court, and unless he can .d· f ·t . ·d t II h d r.ved his interest and 
explain it, or justify it, withdraw the hand of fellow- ~1~gtO ~ i I~~I en a y~ a se 
ship from him." . minIS er.e 0 IS p~ace. . . . 

. .. . f h I do not remember the exact .daJte, but. when thiS 
ThiS, they did. T·hus they cleansed the sprIng 0 ted ht h d ltd h e "'he came to me say 

d· ff . . th h h L b b aug er' a comp e e'er cours ,,, .' , , - , 
Isa ectIon In e c urc. arge num ers were ap-. h· t ddt d at h. rfe to the teachin"g of 

tized, and the Pastor remained three years longer, and Ing ~ e In en e 0 ev e er.1 I· I t 
until his children had ,completed their high school work. mUSIC, and that she proposed 'golI1-g to some Itt e ovyn, 
Thus endeth the first lesson! where she would be able to' get a start. But.I sa.!d, 

, . "Wihy do you want to leave Toronto?" She replIed, It 
. A number of years later-~ter I ~ad become Pastor would be useless to try to break in as a stranger in a 
In. T~ronto-and when I w~s Vlce .. Cha~'rman of the .Home large city like Toronto .. I do not know where I sJ?,ould 
MISSion Bo~rd of the BaptIst ConventIon of pn~arlo and ' ,begin." I told her .she must not think of leaving To-, 
Quebec, thl~ same ,Pas~or reported to the ~oard th\lt ronto, thwt we would help her. i soon supplied her with 
he was haV:I~g. tro~ble In th~ ,church ~~ which he was a list of names of families in which there we,re children 
the~ the mlnIst~~, a church II?- t?e P~ovInce of Quebe.c, who needed instruction iill music, gave her a letter of 
whl~ was receiVIng H~me MISSion ald. The Pastor In recomm'endation, did wh'at I could to influence tlhese 
ques~lon was a very mIld-mannered ma~, verr ca~e!ul, families Ito give her.· consideraltion; and the result was 
and It always seemed to me, of a very kInd dispOSItIon. that in a very short time she had a large class, and 

I was deputed iby lthe 'Home Mission Board to visit within a year, w,hen motor cars' were very scarce, she' 
the church, to endeavour ,to get to the root of the mat- . was able ,to drive her own car abou.t from place to.place. 
ter, and settle the' trouhie i~ possible. In those days I ,Some time later her faillher retired from the pastorate. 
was looked upon as rather an ~ffectiv.e con~iIiator. I .He had been 'a ve~y cwreful man, and as long before as 
had never had a church trouble In my hfe, but had been 1911 ;he had told me that small as ibis sal'ary had al­
consulted ~any, m.any ~imes by ·chuTches that were, in way~ been, he had niana~e.d in some way to prepar.e 
tr()~ble! With. the Invariable result that a way out ~f for eveningltide, and he said 'he, was even ,thEm in a POSI­
their difficulties had .been found. It was because of thiS tion to retire and live on whaJt he had saved, without 
that I was asked to go to Quebec. undue anxiety. But he continued ·in the pastorate, for 

There is some advantage in !being born into a min- ·he was' nart an old man at· thwt time, for some years 
ister's family, to anyone who becomes a minister him:- longer. Ultimately, as I have said, he retired, and 
·self. Some things become almost ionstinctive to him. . came to Toronto w.here two of hi'S children were living, 

, He does not expect Ito find perfection in a Christian bringing another, the youngest, wilth him. She very -
, 'Church. He knows, as Paul knew when !addressing the soon found employment, and the whole family of five 

elders at Ephesus, that even a model church may be became members of Jarvis Street Church-father and 
attacked by "grievous wolves", and also that "perverse mother, son, ·and two daughter-s. " . ~ 
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At ,thattime Jarvis Street had a Mission ~n Parlia­
ment Street, which had been the old ParUament Street 
BaJptist Church which had been amalgamated with 
J:a~is Street in June, 1912, or thereabout-the date is 
uDlmpontant.. It had been ably .served by Rev. C. M. 
Car~w for eight years. It had a fair Sunday school, 
bllt the character of the neighlbourhood rapidly changed, 
and' the work became .increasingly difficult. Mr. Carew 
was succeeded by anOither worthy man, who also did his 
best; but iJt became evident to some of us about that 
time'tihat success in that place 'Would be impossible .. 
But there was a nobile band of workers working in Par­
lia~ent Street every Sunday. They 'Were in love with 
their ·work, and with the children whom they tau,ght;, 
and so Jarvis IStreet continued to .spend between three 
a~d four thou&and dollars a year on that Mission., . 

When Mr. Carew's successor left to accept the pas­
to;~te of a .church in the West, we asked the retiring 
mlDlster whose expel'ien,ces I llave related,· to supervise 
the' work until another man could be found. The 
~Uipervision consisted in attendance at ,Sunday school 
·I~ the aft~rnoon, and preaC'hing at Sunday evening ser­
vice; a ilDld-week se!Vice; and what visitation he was 
able I to do. We were panticular to stipulate thact his 
appointment was a <temporary one. My recolIection is 
,that itt iWas made a month lilt a time. He was re­
munerated by a emaill honorarium of twenty dolIars a 
'Week; but, by the fact that he 'had voluntarily retired 
from the ministry, he had himself acknow'ledged th8Jt 
he h..ad passed the time when vigorous and aggressive 
service 'could be expected of 'him, and therefore he was 
never considered as a possible permanent superintend-
ent. of :the 'Work. . . 

~everal times he/m'ade proposals Ito me of methods by 
w,hlch he thought the attendance could be stimulated' 
but he was uliiable to suggest anything that had not 
been tried times without number. He was ,a gracious 
m~n, and tlhe workers liked him; and he aplp'arently 
enJoyed ·tihe work, for he had never .been P'astor of any 
other than a smalI ·church al~ his life, ,and probably the 
congregation and Sunday school were equal to any-

. thing he had ever mown. Furthermore the honor-
arium of ,twe~ty dOlIars a week exceeded a~y salary he 
had ever received, and it ilDU'St have come to him as a 

, bonus: for it was something "over 'and above;' his rea-
sonable expectation.· .. 

After he 'had c'arried on for som.~ time-it inray have 
. been three of fou~ months, more. or less-his daughter 

came to me, beggmg me to recommend that her father 
be permanently appoiJ.!lted to the position. She insist­
ed that the work wa~ succeeding as it bad never suc­
ceeded before. On the other hand, a committee of the 
Parliament Street 'Workers waited upon me, and said 
thllit while they liked Mr. So-and-So, and respected him 
highly, ,believed he was a godly man, received some 
profit from his ministry, they were sure his permanent 
appointment would be fatal to. the interests of the work. 
They went so far as to assure me th8Jt the workers 

, would, they were ,sure, .either go on strike, 011' one by 
one drop off from the work. I told iIlhis man's 'daughter 

- that I had no one in view, ,and that if any man ,could be 
found anywhere in the world who could succeed in that 

, apparently impossible si'tuation, I should be most boappy 
to recomme?d his .appoin~ent. I told her frankly of 
the deputatIOn .that 'had wailted u'pon me.from the work­
ers, not of course telling her who they were. She had 

I 

supposed that aU the workers would be favourable, and 
was amazed to find that they were unanimously oppos­
ed. Notwi·thstanding, she would have had me recom­
mend -her father's ap,pointment. I reminded her of my 
long acquaintance wiillh her father, assured her of my 
personal interest in him, iny friendship for him and 
said ,that if the interests of the work justified it, there 
was no man I would racther recommend' but tnat in 
view of the opposition of the workers it ~ould be im­
possible for me to make the recom.mendation. 

. . , 
From that moment she and 'her whole family became 

implacable enemies, and were very active opponents 
during the criti,eal. months of 1921. . 

Here perh'aps I may 'anticipate the final meeting of 
September 21, 1921, by saying. that while the determin­
ing vote was taken by bal~ot, there were other votes 
ta~en in .that meeting that lWere open. In the open vote, 
thll;! family of five----lbhe minister and his 'wife, their son 
and two d'aughters-voted against me every time. I c'an 
only assu'me that they did the same thing' in the ballot 
vote which was desig,ned to terminate my mini'stry in 
Jarvis Street Churc'h. Thus, because I would not be 
a ,party to an attempt to forcejthis brother upon 'a group 
of earnest workers who did not want him I became in 
their eyes a b'ad man, and 'they my bitter' and im-
placable foes. ' . . 

How often is it so! Any man occupying a position 
of offi'~ial leadership, whether in religion Qr polities, if 

. t~ be ~n ,any ·true sense a leader, and refuses, to ac'cept 
dl,ctation from adl :bhe cranks, wiU be sure to be caIled 
Jby those by whom he will not be browbeaten either 
a dictator or a pope. How many little ministe~s have 
I k~own. through the years who have. laid this charge 
agamst me. I say "little" ministers becau.se only 'men 
of Httle spiri,t can become guilty of, such f'olIy.· But 
I have been importuned again and/ again by men who, 
by some accident, had got into the ministry, and whose 
whole record prov:ed !that they had no fi,tness for it, to 
urge some vacant church to accept them as Pastor; and 
because I 'Y0uld not attempt w:hact'I had no right to do, 
namely, brmg pressure to bear upon any church in re­
spect to the calling of a Pastor, I have been called a 
pope. Tihus, at the hands of these ministerial midgets 
I have beencaIled a POlPe Ibecause I refused even to try 
'to be a pope! What a f.unny world we live'in! And 

. what a funny lot of peOple inhabit it-including our-
selves! . 

The story I pa,ve .told, in V'arying forms, could be re­
peated over and ovet again. Every minister of the gos­
pel must, in his measure, endeavour to walk in the steps 
of hi'S Master;·and, in 'such case, in 'a lesser degree he 
wHl share his M'aster's eXIPerienee, and wiIl learn f~m 
his own experience wlhat it means to be haied without 
a cau,se; and will perhaps turn. and find his-own exper­
iences exactly mirrored in such a scripture' E!.S-. the be-
,gin~ing of ~he one hundred and nin,th Psalm:' "Hold 
not thy peace, 0 God of my praise; for the mouth of 
the wi'Cked 'and the mouth of the deceitful are opened 
ag,ainst me: they have .spoken against me with a lying 
tongue. They compassed me about also with words of 
,hatred; . and fought against me without a cause. \ For 
my love ,they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto 
prayer. And they \have rewarded me evil for good, and 
blatr.ed for my love." . 

(Continued. nea:t week) 

'I 
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Whole . Bible Course' Lesson Leaf 
DR. OLIVE L. CLARK 

Vol. 1 4th Quarter Lesson 41 

THE WST FOUND 

Lesson Text: Luke 15. 

October 10th, 19~7 

Golden Text: "Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God _over one sinner that 
repenteth."-Luke 15:10. 

, Introduction-verses I, 2. 
The. three .parables in this cha·pter are perhaps the best­

lm'OWD and 'best-loved of all the parables of our Lord. They 
are rich in sugge~tion, and teachers should have no difficulty 
in leading scholars to grasp ,the great facts of the Gospel 
as they. are presented· in these familiar narratives. 

Iii. order to appreciate the si~nifica.nce of the ·para.bles, 
it is necessary to understand the occasion which called them 
forth. The Pharisees and scribes had muttered a complaint 
against Christ because He received sinners and outcasts. 
His answer is contained in the substance of the teaching 
of th~e three parables. 

Each with its 'distinctive viewpoint em~hasizes the same 
great··truths--God's love for lost men, His zealous search 
for them, His jo'y at finding them. The parable of the lost 
sheep recounts the love of God, giving even His life for His 
own, the search surmounting all difficulties, and the rejoicing 
in heaven. The ·parable of the lost coiIi. tells of love, satis­
fied only .with complete redemption, .the search persevering 
unto success, and the rejoicing -in the presence of angels. 
The ·parable of the lost son speaks of .the love which welcomes 
the sinner, the search which anticipates success, and the re­
joicing upo-n earth. 

I. The Lo!!lt Sheep Found-verses' 3-7. 
Compare Matt. 18: 12-i4. 
The sheep when lost cannot find its way home; it is help­

less unless the . shepherd himself seek it (lsa. 53:5, 6). Our 
salvation is entirely by grace. The shepherd is not satisfied 
witth having ninety and n~e safe and sheltered ones, but 
his heart .goes out after the wandering ones (John 10:16). 
Not that God has no regard for His children who are secure; 
we lmow that He loves them tenderly with a love of delight. 
But the lost He loves with a love of 'Pity, yearning for them 
as they wander about, lost, hel·pless and hopeless, with no 
means of shelter ft:om cold, darlmess and danger. Christ, 
the Good .Shepherd, ~ave His life for His sheep (John 10.:11), 
arid ·brings each indIvidually to His fold (lsa. 40:11). "The 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost" (Matt. 18:11). . 

The Pharisees, .thinking themselves safe and just, uncoil1-
.scious of their need of repentance, were thus rebuked when 
faced with the faet \that the ones whom they despised were 
the object of God's love and redemptive work. . 

II. The Lost Coin Found-verses 8-10. 
The value of this coin was not in its intrinsic worth, but 

in its significance. In Jewish times, ten ,pieces of silver were 
strung on a chain to form .part of the head-piece worn by 
the married women. These coins represented the bride's 
dowery, and to lose one would reflect upon her .carefulness, 
and possibly also upon her regard for 'tier husband, just. as 
the loss of the wedding ring .might 'be so regarded in our 
day. The soul is of great value in the markets of heaven 
(Mark 8:36, 37); the price of our redemption was the blood 
of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 

The woman sought diligently till she found ,the coin. The 
One wl).o seeks us will never fail, nor will He ·be discouraged 
(.Isa. 42:4; Ruth 3:18). His search is ever patient and 
successful. 

III. The Lost. Son Found-verses 11-32. 
The three chief· characters in thEl story of the lost son­

the younger son, the father and the elder son-represent 
the three actors· in ,the scene which occasioned the ,parable--
the sinners, the Sayiour and the Pharisees. . 

The course of the younger son, tired of his father's home 
and fellowship, with his eyes upon "things" and pleasure, 
illustrates the steps in the path of astnner, whether he .be 

a sinning saint or an unbeliever-:evil, desire, waste, wan~er­
ing in a far country, want, disgrace, despair and deso~at1on. 
His restoration was brought about when he came to hImself 
(-PrOv. 4:26), longed for his father (Psa. 51:12), repented 
(Psa. 34:18), resolved to return (Psa. 32:5), returned (Jer. 
3:12,13; Hosea 14:1-4), and confessed his sin (1 John 1:9), 
trusting his father for forgiveness. 

The· description of the father as he scanned the horizOil1 
for. the first glimpse of ·the returning prodisal, see~g him 
while. he was yet a great way off· (Rom. 5:8), yearn10g ~or 
him in tender compassion (Isa. 54:10), runniIIg to meet hIm, 
embracing him, accepting .the confession (Isa. 43:25), pardon­
ing, welcoming and restoring. the unworthy son to a place 
of honor in the family (Eph. 2:13), as though he had never 
sinned,-all this is a touching illustration of the bound~ess 
mercy and love of God. To . those who repent and beheve 
He gives the robe of righteousness (Isa. 61:10), the ring 
of the covenant (Heb. 8:10), and shoes that .they might 
hereafter walk in the ways of God (Zech. 3:3-7). 

The rejoicing caused by ·the· return of the prodigal was . 
curtailed ·because one member of the family refused to have 
a . share therein. How readily one bitter spirit can dampen 
the holy joy of ·God's people! The elder son remained in the 
field instead of in the banquet-hall; he was toiling instead 
of feasting. He was so far separated from his father's 
counsels that he had not yet learned of the return of his 
brother. Dutiful in all outward respects, his heart was ·cold 

- and estranged (lsa. 29:13). With bitter jealousy he re­
proached his father for the kind treatment afforded the 
wanderer on his return. So did .the Pharisees,· just in their 
own eyes, complain because the Saviour received sinners. 

It was not· the father's fault that his elder son was un­
happy. The inheritance was his, ,but he refused to take 
advantage of it (Luke 11:1>2). The festiva,l was fitting; it 
was he who was out of .place. The wrOil1g lay in his own 
attitude, not in the father's procedure. The Pharisees 
should have rejoiced when sinners came to Christ and found 
fellowship with Him. Their hearts were out of tunl! with 
the Saviour's compassion for the lost. 

The saving of a lost soul is in· reality a resurrection from 
the state of death to the state of life iII ·Chris·t (Eph. 2:1). 

SEMINARY BRIEFS 
With the opening of the Seminary last Monday. the long­

.silent halls and classrooms are once again filled with the 
sounds of life and activity as students! and faculty take up 
the work of another school year. We pass along to our 
readers a few of the echoes, that they too may share in 
our ~ratitude for the work accomplished during the summer 
and 10 our expectations for this coming term. 

Mr. Walter Tomkins reports a very busy and fruitful 
summer with .Pastor John Boyd in Slidbury. The Sunday 
school there has made a record in attendance of 113 present 
in spite of the current fears of the epidemic. Mr. Tomkins 
has also assisted Mr. Boyd at the out-stations at Black Lake 
and Lovack. . , 

Mr. Boyd spent the ·la.st week with Pastor George Hicklll. 
at Geraldton, which work. is making good progress. Several 
Christi-an young people have ,been discovered and many op­
portunities for witnessing to Christ where He is not named, 
have _presented themselves. In one lonely camp visited by 
Mr. Hicks a man was seeking the way of salvation and of 
himself opened the conversation about spiritual things. Even 
in the midst of sin and vice the Spirit of the ·Lord strives. 
with ,the souls of men. 

Messrs. Russell Slade and F. ·S. Cook came home from 
Kapuskasing by way of Black Lake where they carried on· 
meetings and did intensive visitation 'Work. This is the last 
series of meetings in connection with the Northern Tent 
Campaign.' . 

Mr, E. A .. MacAsh 'Who served on the field at Avoca, Belle 
Falls and. neighbourhood this summer, reports. that he has 

.made 400 visits during the summer, prayer meetings were 
well ,attended, and blessing was experienced under the minis­
try of Pastors Roy Hisey and H. Hindry who preached in 
the large Gospel Tent. . . 

Last year the· sifts of a. number of friends helped us to 
maintain the Semmary dining room, and we trust that they 
will not forget us this year. 

, 
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SOME INTERESTING LETTERS 
Cobourg, Onto 

Dear Dr. Shields: 
Please find enclosed money order for ten dollars. 
We are so' happy, and thankful to our heavenly Father 

for restoring you to health again. And pray God's richest 
blessing to be upon your . labours in the coming months by 
the 'saving of many precious souls. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) .. _ .. _ ... _ ... _ ..... _ .... _._._ ..... 

Who Will Subscribe for This Missionary? 
29th May, 1937; Tasmania, Australia. 

Dear Sir: 
I noticed in the Keswick Quarterly a reference to the :fact 

that you are the editor of a weekly paper "The Gospel 
Witne!!s," which' is evangelical in, character. I am a Home 
Missioner for the Presbyterian 'Church in this larger' district 
and have' a number of small scattered churches in my charge. 
There is a woeful lack of evangelical teaching throughout 
the district and I wondered whether anyone of your mem­
bers would care to forward me a copy of your paper each 
week when 'they had read it. If ypu have any old copies 
to spare they would be very welcome for distrj:bution in 
outback places. 

Thanking\ you in anticipation, 
: Yours :faithfully, 

('Signed) _ ... _ .. :_ .......... _ .......... _ .... . 

He has done ·in the past. I have a great respect for such men 
as you are, because you preach the truth without compromise 
and without getting afraid of anything or of anybody, praise 
God for. such men as you, may He bless you abundantly and 
make you a mighty blessing to many in different parts of 
the world. . 
. I have a favor to ask of you I am sure that you will not 
refuse me, could you send me a photo of yours which I will 
keep always on my desk. 

Thanking you my dear brother, 
Yours in His 'Blessed Service, 

(SigD.ed) _ .... _ ... _ ....... __ .... _ .... _ .. , .. 

\' . Meaford, Sept 21, 1937. 
Dear Miss Stoakley: 

Enclosed you will please find Exp. M.O. in the sum of 
sixteen dollars ($16.00); Will you kindly renew, our sub­
scription to THE' GOPPEL WITNESS and divide the balance be­
tween the WITNESS and Seminary Funds. 

If it is not your intention to print Dr. Shields' address of 
this week re the political situation and you have printed 
copies of same, may I have one? 

We rejoice with you in -that the Doctor is back on the 
job again and trust that he may continue in the best health. 

Sincerely, ' 
Yours in Christ, 

(,Signed) ........... _ .......... _ .......... .,. ... . 

BOOK REVIEW, 
o London E.12, England. Com'munism, by John Horsch, published by the Bible Insti-

Dear Dr. Shields: tute, Colportage Association, Chicago, 1937, 30 pages, 15 
As I renew my subscription to the 'f.HE GOSPEL WITNESS cents. \ 

for 1938, let me say once more a 'lUg' thank you for all the , "This generation seeketh after a sign, and there shall no 
blessing I have received from its pages. )Jothing to equal it sign be given it but the sign of the prophet Marx." (p. 16). 
comes thl"9ugh the letter box. I am not :using vain words So says the Canadian Fellowship for a Christian Socia! 
when I· say ne;x;t to my ,bible comes THE GoSPEL WITNESS. Order in their book, Forward the Christian Revolution. ( Com~ 
I have been reading the issue of Sept. 2nd. I am truly Jp,unists are a~ive in proclaiming, "What is thine. is mine." 
grateful for all the help I have received from you in that Atheism is the heart of Communism, yet we have this "deadly 
direction. I 'wish you could." see the way clear to print in foe of the Christian faith assuming the guise of Christian- . 
book form the series u$ed some time ago concerning things ity", and many churchmen are now its allies. Mr. John 
to come. May God .bless your ministry abundantly in the Horsch, known to Evangelicals by his book, Modern Religious 
pray~, Yours Till He Come. . Liberalism, in the third edition of which this pamphlet forms 

(,Signed) ........... _ .......... _ .......... _,_.. an extra chapter, here outlines the present confusion in a 
. clearly Christian way. This pamphlet should be widely circu-

Toronto, Sept. 4, 1937. lated.-W.G.B. . 
Dear Miss Stoakley: 

I do 'not know how many time!! I have sat down to write 
you about Dr. Shields' recovery; really I wanted to say so 
much" I just had to keep sile~t. Will you tell .him w0n!s 
would fail us to express our JOy and thanksglvmg for hIS 
complete recovery. Not for his sake only but for his strong 
testimony to the power of the everlasting Gospel to save I11en's 
souls, and the inspiration and infallibility of God's Word, 
and will you tell him we see eye to eye with him in his battle 
against that Secret Rapture teaching, it has become almost 
universal. 

I do hope Dr. Shields' does not over-do himself for some 
time yet. (Signed) ..... _ .... _._.-.... _ .......... _ ..... 

A London City Missionary. ,. 
From Egypt ,. 

Heliopolis, (i)airo, Egypt, 21st July, 1937. 
Dear Brother in Christ: 

I thank you very much for sending me your paper, THE 
GoSPEL WITNESS. I wait anxiously every Wednesday for it, 

, and when I get it I read it from cover to cover, I enjoy 
mostly reading your sermons, I am greatly benefitted by 
them, they give me real courage and power to stand and 
'preach the Gospel. I thank you very much for the book 
which you have se;nt me, "Other Little Ships". i read the 
book with great joy, specially I read some of the sermons 
again and again. May the Lord bless your book and make it 
a blessing to many as He has done to me. When I wlls in 
England I got a book of yours "The Oxford Group Movement 

. Analped", which I was greatly benefi~ by 'it. Here in 
Cairo there are some grou'pers, I am domg my best to warn 
the people against them. I 

I am always praying for your great work in Canada, I 
am sure that the, Lord will do great things through you as 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 

''l1le President Visits the West 
From the "Union Bulletin", edited by the President, 

Rev. Ale~. Thomson, we re'[J'T'oduce the foUowing article 
which we aire 8'Ure will be of interest to all OWl' readers, 
particularly those of Ontario and Quebec.-Ed. G. W. 
It is usual for the President, Rev. Alex. Thomson, to spend 

his vacation at Mary Lake near Huntsville, Ontario, but this 
year on the very kind invitation' of Rev. W. J. Thomson, of 
Vancouver, he travelled thither and even went beyon!J that 
restful land to the sunny clime of California. Several stops 
were made on the journey, and other places would have been 
visited had the time permitted. 

Leaving Toronto on Monday, July 26th, Winnipeg was 
reached on the Wednesday morning. Here Rev. Byron Welch, 
Pastor of the Bethany Baptist Church of that city, and Mr. 
J. F. Davidson, a pillar of that church, although now a resi­
dent of Toronto, met him at'the station and in the car of 
the latter whisked him away'to the hospitable household of 
Mrs. Knight, where for two days he was to abide before pur­
suing his journey westward. During the day-time various 
points of interest were visited under the escort of these 
kindly brethren, but the two nights were given to meeti;nP., 
the first with the Central Regular Baptist Church, of whIch 
aev. H. C. Poole is pastor, and the second with the Bethany 
Church, of which Rev. B. Welch is pastor. With both 
churches, good meetings were held and enjoyable fellowship 
was had with the people. 

Leaving Winnipeg on the Friday morning, a visit was pai~ 
to Regina, Sask., and on the Sunday morning Calgary, Alta., 
was reached. The first place vfsited was Westbourne Regular 
Baptist Church, of which Rev. Morley R. Hall is pastor. The 
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weather was very wet, the rain coming down in tOrrents, 
and Brother Hall was on vacation, yet a nice group of people 
were assembled to worship God under the leadership of one 
of the graduates of their Bi'ble College. 

Journe)ling from this city, Banff was the next stop, where 
some of the wonders of the Rockies were witnessed. Then 
on to V.ancouver, where on the station platform Brother W. 
J. Thomson, :the President of the British Columbia Regular 
Baptists, greeted most heartily his namesake, the President 
of the Ontario and Quebec Regular Baptists. Nothing could 
exceed the kindness of ,Mr. 'and Mrs. Thomson to their guest, 
for during the ten days of his visit with them they did all 
they could to make it most pleasant and profitable. Various 
points of interest were visited, even to a fishing elqledition 
to Spuzzum Creek, which the President hopes ,to rev.i.sit on 
some future occasion, in the company not only of his kindly 
host and hostess, but of the genial Treasurer of the British 
Columbia Baptists, and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Witter. 

On the first Sunday in Vancouver the President was granted 
the privilege of preaching at both services in the Ruth 
Morton Memorial Baptist Church, of which that faithful man 
of God, Rev. Andrew Grieve, is pastor. Fine congregations 
were in attendance at Iboth serv.i.ces and a splendid spirit 
was in evidence. On the second ·Sunday the privilege of 
preaching at 'both services in Dunbar Heights Baptist Church, 
of which Rev. W. J. Thomson is pastor, was granted. Here, 
although the congregation was not as large as at the other 
church, it was again a real pleasure to preach. At both 
places 'a genuine wor;k: of God is proceeding and. the future 
IS hopeful. The Regular Baptists of Vancouver are on the 
air each Sunday evening after the usual church services, and 
it was the privilege of the President to speak over the radio 
on the second Sunday evening. 

On the Friday evening a ,pUblic reception was held in Ruth 
Morton Memorial Church in honour of the President. Supper 
was served in the 'Sunday school room, at whicb about one 
hundred and forty were present, and in the church auditorium 
afterward about ,two hundred gathered for the public meeting. 
Greetings were extended at that meeting to the President 
and through him to the Regular Baptists of the .East, by 
several officers and others· of ·the B.C. Union, hoth male and 
female, and in a kindred spirit ·the President replied, con­
veying greetings of the members of our Ontario and .Quehec 
Union, and emphasizing the need for Regular Baptist testi­
mony throughout the leng·th and' hreadth of the land. 

It was a delight for tlie President to meet these brethren 
of the West at Wlinnipeg, Calgary, and Vancouver. We are 
one with ·them in their witness to .the Lord, 'and we !pray 
that the Divine .blessing may ·be received by them in ever-
increasing measure. . 

The rest of the President's journey requires' no comment 
here, althougl1. many lessons were learned by the way but 
his visits to Victoria, Seattle, and California, returning home' 
by Denver and 'Chicago, were in the nature of an educational 
trip. He was glad to reach home, and in the strength of the 
Lord he is more detennined than ever to preach ·the blessed 
gospel and seek to lead sinners to repentance. 

ALTON-Rev. John Hunter. Much blessing is ,being ex­
perienced . at the Alton Regular ·Baptist Church under the 
ministry of Rev. John ,Hunter. A real spiritual awakening 
is taking place and the members are being drawn together 
with one object-the salvation of precious souls. This sum­
mer they have redecorated the church, adding greatly to its 
appearance. One Sunday evening the services were held on 
the church lawn owing to the work being done in the church. 
Every chair available was filled and m·any sat in cars along 
the road. Open ,air meetings have also been held at Bel­
fountain on Sunday afternoons. 

On Labour Day, a Young ,People's Rally of the district 
chUrches was held at Alton. Visitors were present from 
Toron~ Guelph, London, Westboro, Wlillowdale and .Stouff­
ville. . .lI1 the afternoon, af~ a brief song service led by 
the pastor of the Alton Church, Rev. John Haddall of' Dann- . 
ville brought a message on the Assurance-of Salvation. Rev. 
Lome Hisey of Westboro then f.allowed with a message on 
Prayer. Supper was served in the basement of the church 
to over one hundred. In the evening the song service was 
led by Rev. G. Searle of Orangeville. The messaKes in the 
evening were pGwerful and to the p-oint. Rev. L. Hisey took 
as his subject, "A Young Woman s Decision which led to a 
Happy Marriage." Rev. J. Haddall .spoke on "A Beg~ars 
Conversion." 'IDle meeting was closed by prayer by Rev. 
Richardson. 

0.-__ '- ." ... _ .'_" 

ORILLIA-Rev. John Byers. "We are having splendid 
times in OrilIia," writes Mr. Byers. "Three were .baptized 
on a recent Sunday night, and several came forward the 
previous Sunday night. A special drive for the Building 
Fund has now reduced our debt to $1,450.00 and we are 
praying and trusting that ·the entire debt will be removed 
ere the year closes." 

BROWNSBURG-Rev. Dbas. Hardie. Special evangelistic 
services are being held in Brownsburg Baptist Church. For 
the first week Rev. Lome Hisey of Westboro was the ·preach­
er.· :The Lord hlessed these meetings with the salvation of 
eiglit souls. for the next ·two weeks Rev. C.-J. Loney of 
Hamilton preached, and the Holy Spirit lias worked mightily 
in their midst. '. 

LONG BRANCH-Rev. B. Jeffrey. It is indeed a pleasure 
to ,be able .to mention something of the work of the Lord 
carried on here this summer. The gospel was heralded in 
no uncertain fashion in the open at New Toronto each 
Saturday even~ng, with members from the church .being 
faithful in attendance, in preaching the Word, in testifying, 
in distributing tDacts, ·and in personal work among the 
listeners. While there were those who came forward ·to 
confess having found Jesus as Saviour, ,particularly among 
the young, we would not limit the usefulness of ·these ser­
vices to visioble results only, for we are sure that the Word 
going foIth has ·blessed many others also. Then, it is wi1ih 
much satisfaction that 'we speak of the continued good at­
tendance at the church services, and the healthy Christian 
spirit that was ;plainly manifest, despite the fact that it was 
the holiday season. Of late, the epidemic has proved ·to be 
disrupting, especially with the Sunday school, but with the, 
knowledge of hGW ,God has 'blessed this past summer, we 
look forward to the work of the fall and winter with an 
increased faith in God, and an expectancy of ~reat things 
robe accomplished ·in His Name. It is with smcerity that 
we 'say, that due to the goodness of the Lord, the diligence 
and competent leadership of the Pastor, and the faithfulness 
of those who love the Lord in this place, the work in Long 
Branch is proving itself to be an ever-enlarging spiritual 
mon~ment to the. praise and .glory of God. 

NIAGARA FALLS-Rev. J. F. Dempster. The Trinity 
Baptist Church in Niagara Falls has ,been labouring under 
the handicap of having no suitable ·building in which to meet 
for some time. The work has grown, notwithstanding, and 
they ar.e ibeginning ·building operations for a new Church 
auditorium. They expect :to put ·in the basement this winter 
and build the rest as the funds· are forthcoming. The gospel 
testimony of this church is much needed, and we are sure 
they will greatly appreciate any financial assistance which 
our readers may feel led to give. 

Sl'RASBOURG, SASK.-Pastor D. S. Dinnick. It is a joy 
to follow the splendid progress of this work in Saskatchewan, 
and we quote from. a recent letter from the Pastor. "I have 
just returned from a visit withChri.stian people whq used 

. to attend Jarvis Street Baptist Church. They are proving 
a homestead in the northern 'pm of .the province, one 

- hundred and sixty miles north-east of here. It was just like 
home to me when I visited .there. W~ conducted four gos\,el 
services in the schoolhouse there and four professed ChrIst 
as Saviour. There are golden oppoItunities for evangelical 
testimonies in the northern ;part of this province. These 
people, I may say, ,learned of my :p,resence in Saskatchewan 
through THE GoSPEL WITNESS. LIttle does one realize the 
loneliness and hardships of settler:s in the bush areas of 
northern Saskatchewan. These !people are twenty-nine miles 
from a station, twenty-six miles from a doctor, and thirteen 
miles from the nearest telephone. The roads are almost 
impassible by car. I felt like offering my car an apology 
for driving it over· such rough roads--stones, stumps, 
etc.! The only spiritual leadership which these fine Christian 
people have outside of family worship is· THE GoSPEL 
WITNESS, and ,this paper ·is the most welcome visitor that 
comes to their humble littlli! home. 

"God is blessing us here. lOur work is branching out. 
Pray that the 'branches' may bear fruit and be strong." 

WANTED-AN ORGAN-The Kapuskasing Baptist Church 
is in need of an organ. .one which is pumped with the feet, 
will do; says Rev. R. Brackstone. They will pay the freight 
if someone will send the organ. One will be enough, so write 
before you send it, to Rev. Robt. Braekstone, Box 183, Kapus-
kasing, Onto . 

.. 
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PROGRAMM·E· 
. ,. .. . . . ~ .' . . .. 

Of the Tenth ·Annual Convention of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches· 
. " -

Of Ontario and Quebec to be Hel~ in Jarvis Street Baptist 
'Church, Toronto, Oct. 18th to 21st 

r PRE-CONVENTION MEETINGS 

MONDAY,OCTOBERI8~ 

2.00 p.m.-Meeting of the Executive Board of the 
Unjon. 

'" 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19th 
11.00· ·a.m.-Registration of Messengers. '" . 
2.30 p.m.-lit~pirational Conference ··in ch·arge of 

,. Rev. W. N. Charlton. 
Subject: "Soul-Winning". 

'" Conference and Pr~yer. 

Tuesday Evening .. 

FIRST· CONVENTION SESSION. 

7.30-Pray~rand'PJ'aise Service, led ,by. Rev. E. C. 
Wood. 

8.00-Opening of Convention-Rev. Alex. Thom-. 
. son, President, presiding. • 

Adoption of T~tative Constitution. 

Appointment of Comr:nittee on Nominatio~s. 

·ADDREss.-Re~~ John Byers of Orillia. 

'" 
WEDNESDAY~ OCT9BER 20th 

MomiDg 

SECOND· CPNVENTION SESSION 

9.30-Prayer and Praise Service led by Rev. J. 
Fullard. 1-

I O.OO-Rev~ W. N. Charlton, Vice-President, pre­
siding .. , 

Pr.esent~tion of Annual Rep'ort of the Execu-
tive Board of the .Union. . 

. MtemooD 

THIRD CONVENTION SESSION 

2.00-Prayer and Praise Service led by Rev. F. 
Roblin. . 

. 2.3~Rev. H. C. Slade, Vice-PI'esident, presiding. 

EDUCATIONAL SESSION 

Speakers: 
I. "Pioneering Acro~ the Borde~"-~ev. 

A. Galt. 

2. ;'Pio.neering in the North with the· Tent" 
Mr. Russell Slide. 

3. "Piorie~ring in. ·Sudbury':-Mr. John 
Boyd~c ., . 

4. "Majcing Full .Proof of· the Ministry"­
The President-Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Evening 

FOURTH CONVENT-ION SESSION , , 
7.30-Prayer and Pra,ise Service . led by Pastor J. 
. Scott.. -, .. 
8.00-Rev. A. Thomson, President;. presiding .. 

A~DRESS-Dr. H. G. HarJ?i1~on. 

THURSDAY, OctOBER 21st 

Morning. J 
FIFTH CONVENTION SESSIQN 

. ·9.30-PraYer' anc;l Praise Service led by Rev. W. 
Lem.priere. . . 

10.00-Rev. W. N. 'Charlton,· V.ice-Pr~~ident,. pre-
siding. . . 

Report o·f Committees. 
Election of Convention Officers ·and· Board 

. Memher!v-

Aftemocm 

,SIXTH CONVENTION SESSION 

2.00-Prayer and Praise Service led by R~v. H. fl. 
Chipchase. . .' . .. 

2.30-Rev. H. C. Slade, Vice-President, pr~siding .. 

HOME. MISSIONS 

ADDRESSES-
1 •. Rev. Robt. Brackstone. 
2. Pastor J. B. Cunningham. 
3. Rev. Roy Hisey . 
4. Pastor J. H. Watt: 

ADDIRESS-Dr. H. G. Hamilton. 

Ev~ 
SEVENTH CONVENTION SESSION 

7.30-Prayer and Praise Service led ,by Rev: F. W. 
Dyson. 

'8.00-Introduotion of Officers and Board Members .. 
ADD~Dr. H.'G. Hamilton. 
Adjournment. 

..... 

I 
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