
. ~ , . 

RELIGIOUS LUNACY-Page 6" PREMIER ABERHART-Page 9 

. . 

~nsptl Bilnt5S 
PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF EVANGELICAL PRlNCIPLIIlS 

AND IN DEFENCE OF THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO T~B SAINT8. 
12.00 Per .Year. Postpaid. 'fA! an), addre... 5e Per 81nlr1e Cop),. 

EditO'l': T. T. SHIELDS 

" ". am not ashamed of the lrospe1 0' Christ."-Romans 1 :16. 

Address Corresppndence:, THE GO~PEL WITNESS. 130 Gerrar.d Street East. Toronto Z. C.,nad ... 
Registered Cable AddreBs: Jarwitsem,' Canada. 

VoL 16, No. 17 TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 2, 1937 Whole N umher 798 

ID4t JarutB -~trttt ,ulptt 
WHAT IS MEANT BY BE·LIEVING? 
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"Whosoever believeth ~hat Jesus is the Christ ds born of God."-I. John 5:1 .• 

Prayer before the Sermon 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for this safe shelter beneath Thy 

wings, of which we have been singing. We come where the 
wings of the cher,ubim are outspread, to the Mercy. Seat 
where the blood ds sprinkled. We thank Thee for freedom. 
to come, for the assurance that Thou dost receive us when 
we approach Thee in the name of Jesus. 

Look upon this congregation. We thank Thee that Thou 
knowest our ind1vidual requirements, what is in us, our dIs
positions, our peculiar' weaknesses, our besetting sins. Thou 
knowest our downsitting and our uprising. Thou under
standest 'Our thought 'afar off, and art acquainted ·with all 
our ways. For there ds not a word .in our tongues but, 10, 
0' Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. We bless Thee that,. 
no,twithstandIng our varied circumstances, and the variety of 
our individual needs, 'Thou art able to satisfy the desire of 
,every living thing. We would remind ourselves .this evening 
that 

We are coming to a K!ing, 
Large petitions we may ,bring; 
For His grace and power are such 
None Can ever ask too muc}:I. 

. May we have;. first of all, that enlightenmen~ of the Spirit 
which will show us all our need 'Of ,Christ! . Therefore we 
look to Thee, that we may be lightened, and that our faces 
be not ashamed. Should there be any wh'O have not seen in 
Jesus Christ the sinner's Saviour, may they do so now! Be 
pleased, -0 Lord, to, give us the direction of Thy Spirit that 
in the ~position of Thy Word, the way of salvation may 
be made so plain that no o.ne need err. M'ake this service a 
means of .grace to any who are not Thine. . 
. ·Many of Thy, children have come here spiritually hungry. 

They have come seeking a portion of ·meat at Thy hands. 
May they hear not the preacher's voice' this evening, but 
rather the' voice cif the Anointed One to Whom Thou hast 
given the tongue of the learned that He may know how to 
speaK a word in season to him who is weary! A word 8<poken 
in due season, how good ds it! May the vooce of the divine 
Spirit be 'heard in every heal'!; this evening, that so we may 
experience an hour of real communion, of fellowship with the 
Father, 'and with His ,son Jesus Christ! 

We thank Thee that Thou hast given us such. sure ground 
of" hope. that Thou haSll; left them without excuse who be, 
Iie:ve not in Thee .. We bless Thee that so many before Thee 
rejoice' in the .. full assurarice of faith, and are able to. sa.y 

that they know Whom they have believed. Strengthen us,. 
o Lord, this even.i·ng. Deepen in every heart the conviction 
of truth in which already, in some measure, we rest. Helip 
us that we may have a fuller knowledge of Christ' as a 
result of this service. Forbid that we should hear the truth, 
'and not yi~ld' to its authority. May we be further sanctified 
this evening through bellief of the truth; and by the washing 
of water by the Word may we more fully be prepared for 
the service to which Thou hast summoned us! 

, Look upon anyone in trouble in this assembly. Ver.ily, the 
heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stran·ger doth not 
intermeddle with his joy. If there be 'a heavy heart here, 
Thou God of all comfort, Thou infinitely mercif.ul and tenGer 
Saviour, come near to such. Speak to us With such assurance 
that we maybe enabled gladly to receive Thy Word. . . 
. We pray for this sad world, 'and the nations thereof. 

Scatter Thou the people who d~};jght in war. Let Thy strong 
restraining hand be u:pon those who would d~sturb the worl~'s 
p~ace.. Thy.Wo;d abounds: w.ith inB4:ances. in wh1c:h Thou 
dldst mterpose 10 the affaIrs of natIOns.' , Let thme . arm 

. be made bare in Chilla, in Spain, and in the affair~ of all the 
nations who seem so bent upOn conflict. 

Strengthen Thou the forces of righteousness ·everywhere. 
Particularly, 0 Lord, wilt Thou be pleased to give divine 
wisdom to His Majesty the King" and his counsellors. In 
these days of ever-multiplying difficulties and crises, may 
their hearts be opened to the Voice from above, that the 
nations may be subject to Thy sovereign will! '. 

For the interests of Thy church and the true servants of 
the kingdom of God throughout the earth we pray. Fortify 
the missionaries in these troubled places, in China, in Spain, 
and everywhere. Endue the heralds of the cross elJpecially 
with pOwer and with wisdom from on h.igh! If it. please 
Thee, let ·their lives be precious in Thy sight. Give· Thine 
angels charge concerning them, to keep them in all their. 
ways. May they find in Thee a safe refuge. 

And now. this evening ·as we open Thy Book, we invoke 
the ministry of Him by'Whom it was .inspired, and :we pray. 
that ,the Holy Spirit ·may reveal to 'us the thought of God. 
May our hearts thus be orpened to heavenly communications; 
mav we realise the vain dream of the Babel-builders, and 
by faith see the Tower set up upon eal'!;h. Whose top reaches 
to ·heaven. even the Ladder upon which the angels ascend and 
descend-the Son of Man, the Son of God, ·and God the Son, 
the One Mediator between God: and man. '. .' 

Lord help uc;! Glorify Thyself through this 'service for 
Thy n~me's sake, Am~n. . . 

" 
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Among all the'w'ords in the vocabulary of the gospel, 
the' worn faith, if it 'has not the preeminence, has at 
least a paramount place. We are told in many quarters 
to-day that it does not matter what w~ believe. That is 
so evident a fallacy that one marvels it should ever find 
acceptance with supposedly intelligent people. It does 
matter what we believe in all spheres of life. What 
we are, what we do, whither we go, are all the issues 
of our underlying belief. And it does matter, re
ligiously, supremely, what, and Whom we believe. Even 
as I say that, many passages will immediately occur to 
your mind where faith, pr its cognate, believe or be
lieving, is set out apparently as a condition, or at least 
an accompaniment of salvation. Sometimes it is diffi
cult to distinguish and differentiate in this matter be
tween effect and cause. In'the well-worn and univer-

, sally familiar Scripture that "GQd so loved the world, 
that he' gave his only begotten Son", we are told that 
He did so "that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life". Again: "Therefor,e, 
being justified by faith"-to use the other word-"we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"; 
"The just shall Uv·e by faith"; "This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even ou'r fait~". ~, 

In the days of His flesh, repeatedly, our Lord, while 
varyiI\g tbe eipression" laid down the principle: "Ac
cording to your faith be it unto you". 

Faith; theIJ, is not only an important wQrd; but it is 
Ii: very big word. It does not always denote precisely 
the same thing. Faith, or believing, as an exercise of 
the soul, in some instances, may mean vastly more 
than in others. Our Lord spoke of faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, indicating that faith might, be very small 
in its, beginning. , Then you will :.:-emember the'di,s'ciples 
prayed': "Lord, increase our, faith". '~o that faith is 
not a word of fixed ,dimensions; and its objective r,eal-

, ity, that to which it is directed, does not· always mean 
exactly the same thing. Faith in the spiritual infant 
may mean much less .than faith as exemplified :in the 
man of mature ~piritual' knowledge. Faith, therefore, 
is a big word that almost baffles .us, and 4efies complete 
definition; And yet in the text which I have an
nounced, this word of unknown quantity, and of such 
vast dimensions, is brought within definite and measur
able scope. The content of it is specifically defined, 
and we are -told just ~hat it is to believe. From. the 
large and 'immeasura'ble, therefQre, let us come to that 
which by the bl,essing of God, may be ·brought within 
the comprehension of our ,finite minds. , 

"Whosoever believeth". "Believeth" what? or' in 
Whom, or Who? Did you ever hear the story of the 
dying saint to whom another calJ].e, and for his comfort 
,quoted the Scripture: "I know whom I have believed", 
but he misquoted it as I have heard some of you do: 
"I know' in, whom I have believed." "Stop",' said the 
dying ~an, "I do not want even a ;preposition between 
me and my Lord. Not 'in whom': 'I know whom I have 

_ believed'." . 
I. 

WHAT, ARE WE TO BELIEVE ABOuT CHRIST? What is 
faith? "Whosoever' ibelieveth that Jesus is the 'Christ"! 
rhat is' what we are to believe respecting Jesus Christ, 
that He is "the Christ". ' 

Faith, then, is much more than a mere mental ea:ercise, 
an acquiescence i-n a verbal propos1.tion. 'How am I to 
force my mind to a mental acceptance of certain formal, 
verbal, statements of that which is alleged to be the 

, I , 

truth? Why is salvation conditioned upon our believing, 
or assoc,iated with believing rather than, fundamentally, 
with doing? We are here told that we are to believe· 
something about Jesus, Who is He? He may be his
torically identified. Jesus is not a figment of the 
imagination. He is not only a Oharacter in a book: He 
is an historic Person. The true historicity of Jesus, of 
His existence, and the record of His life, may easily be ' 
estalblished, There can ,be no question as to the historic 
existence of one Jesus of Nazareth. Such a person did 
actually walk this earth. Even the skeptic will admit-
while he would amend it to suit his predilection-the his
torical value' of the gospel record that such an One as 
Jesus lived. And here the 'record of His life is preserved 
for our examination and' understanding. It would be 
interesting to trace it, but that is unne'cessary for my 
pUI1pose this evening. f must rather throw you back 
ripon your scriptural knowledge that your minds may, 
very hastily survey your knowledge of the New Testa
ment; of One Who was born in Bethlehem, Who lived 
an exemplary Iif~, W)ho was never convicted of sin, or 
of wrong of any kind, whose teaching was unusual, 
Whose words were so unique that those who heard Him 
said, "Never man spake like this man"; and Whose 

,works were as extraordinary as ,His words, manifest-
ing the possession and exercise of a power that was 
more thal'\ human. The record of His, death is beyond 
dispute, an historically factual, record: ,that He died, 
and that ,He died in the way in which the gospels 
say He did, is entirely !?eyond question. If 'you accept 
the gospel record you must, of course, believe also 
that He rose again. ,The resurrec.tion is, indeed" one 
of the most thoroughly attested facts of all human his
tor-yo Here then, in the Bible, is the record of this 
unique:fersonality, Who was born as' others aile:' born 
into this ,world; Who lived and wrought as by a po;wer 
-that was more than human; Who, notwithstanding His 
admitted sinlessness, at last d'ied as a criminal; Whose 
grave was found empty, as even His enemies attested, 
and whose friends declared that His' grave was not 
only empty, but that He was alive. , 

That, fact of history challenges every thoughtful 
man's interest. Whether you are a Christian or not, 
whether you 'have any' religious' interest or not, if you' 
would be informed' as to things which have been, you 
cannot ignore such a Personality as that of' Jesus of 
Nazareth, Who indubitably has exercised a greater in
fluence in human ,affairs than any 'other man who ever 
liv'ed. The guestion which then emerges, of course, is 
the age-old question: Who is He? What think ye of 
Jesus? Whose Son is he? 

What are we to believe about "the Christ"? When 
Jesus asked, "What think ye of Chri,st?" IJe did not, 
in the thought of His hearers, ask it in respect to Him
self. When He asked, "What think ye of Christ?" He 
inquired 'as to what they thought of the Cnrist of the 
pI:ophetic~ S,criptures, the Messiah Who was to come;' 
Who was Christ? Say what ,you win of Him, in the 
beginning of the Book there is a promise of One Whom 
,God will send. He is called there a "seed";, and 
peculiarly a "seed" of the woman, not of the man; and 
it is promised of Him that He shall bruise the ser
nent's head. Later in Genesis He is spoken of as a 
"seed" in Whom all nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

I very often wonder where our critical, friends have 
found the idea that the, Old Test~ment represents 
Jehovah as a tribal God. I have n~ver ,been able to 
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discover it. God is revealed in terms of universality. as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou fold 
The Seed Who was to come, Whoever He might b'e, was them up, and they sha]1 be changed: but thou art the 

· to be One· in Whom, not the Jews only, but all the same, and thy. years shall not fail." Messiah, the 
nations of the earth were to be blessed, an universal Author of all things that are, will-be representative' of, 
Character, a Person from Whose influence no nation in 'and embody in His Personality the power that spake 

· the world could whoUy escape. Who was He? the worlds from nought. . He is, indeed, to ,be the ulti-
I may remind you that Messiah is represented in the .mate Revelation of God, not alone the' Aipha" but the. 

Old Testament-and you know that Christ 'and Messiah Omega, the Beginning and the End, God's last word to 
are identical terms----as a vicarious Sufferer, as a Ser- the world. We read it this evening from ·the New 
vant, Who suffered in the ,room and stead of others: "He Testament: "God, who at sundry times and in divers 
was wounded for our transgressions, be was bruised for manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
him; and Dwith his stripes we are healed. I All we like his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to by whom, also he made the worlds.;' Who being the 
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the in- brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
iquity of us all.' He was oppressed, and he was . person, and upholding all things by the word of, his 
atHicted, yet he opened not his. mouth: he is brought power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her down on the right hand of the Majesty on high." The 
shearers is dlimb, so he openeth not his mouth". Who- Christ of the Old Testament, M.essiah, is' to appear 
ever He is to be, He is represented as a suffering. Ser- among men as the Son of God, and the King of kings: 
vant, and, great as He is, you wi.ll' recall that in the "His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
twenty-second Psalm H'e utters that cry of' anguish, " !Dighty God, The everlasting Father, The ~rince of 
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Peace." . . 

Time would fail me to quote the Old' Testament . What relation have the J68'U8 of history, and the 
Scriptures in which lI4essiali is represented as a Re- Messiah of , prophecy to each other' My text says that 
vealer of truth. Let one quotation suffice: "Then said he is a true child of God who recognizes that they are 
I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written One and the same: "Whosoever believeth that Jesus'is 
of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy law the Christ is born of God." . To identify the Jesus of 
is within my heart. I have preached righteousness in hist~ry with the Messiah of prophecy, and to believe.in 
the great congregation: 10, I have not ref.rained my Him, is to be saved. 
lips, 0 Lord, thou knowest. I have not\hid thy right
eousness within my heart; I have declared thy faith-

· fulness' and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy 
lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congre-
gation.'" . 

As a summary of .the principle I refer you to the 
incident in the fourth chapter .of John where the 
Samaritan woman said: "I know that Messias cometh, 
whic.h is, called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us 
alI-things." . When He .comes-so the woman under
stood the Old Testament prophecies-when He comes 
we shall have the supreme Authority of Truth in the' 
absolute, w'e' shall have an authoritative Law, or Stand
ard, by which everything can be measured. When He 
comes He will disclose the secrets of toe Most High. 
He will be the utterance of eternal Wisdom, the very 
Incarnation and Embodiment of it: "He will tell us all 
things". '1"0 Him will be given "the tongue of the 
learned that he' may know how to speak a word in 
season to him: who is weary." . . 

Not" only so, Messias, is described, prophetically, as· 
· the Son of God-not a mere man. The Old Testament 
. abounds with the promise that God will stoop to ear~h, 
that He will- bring Himself within the range of human 
understanding in due cou~se. We read it this evening: 
"Unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever 
and ever, a sceptre of righteousness is the, sceptre of 
thy kingdom"; "And· again, when he bring~th in the 
firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the 
angels of God worship him." That is the teaching of 
the Old' Testament, that Messiah is ,to be an Incarna
tion of Deity, an Emanation of the divine. He is repre
sented in the prophetic ~_ripture as being the Creator, 
even as we read this evening: "Thou, Lord, in the be
ginning hast la-id the" foundation of the earth; and the 
heavens are tJ"e works 9f thine' hands: they shall 
perish; but thou remainest; and they all shaH wax old 

() . 

II .. 
. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE RECOGNITION OF THE JESUS 

OF HISTORY AS THE MESSIAH OF PROPHECY? Of course, 
it argues. at once His divine nature. T·he faith that thus 
recognizes Jesus will have no difficulty in believing tJte . 
New Testament record of His virgin birth. WiIlo is 

· He? . He is God, the Creator of all worlds, the Sum of 
all ,truth, the Light and Life of the world. How shall 
He come into human life? I submit, there is nothing 
more reasonable, and therefore, nothing more' credible 
than the New Testament record of the virgin birth' 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Said the angel: "Toe Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God." How beautifully reasonable it 'is! . How pre
ciously simple it is? I see no reason why anyone 

· should stagger at the New Testament, if only he be
lieves"the Old Testament,' because what is reco'rded of 
Jesus of NazareUi, at every point is exactly what we 
have reason to expect or" the Messiah whose coming is 
promised. 

So then, true faith dioes r.eally recognize in Jesus THE 
Christ, and therefore, the Incarnate God. 

Some of you will remember that a few yea'rs ago I 
quoted again and again in THE _GOSPEL WITNESS, the 
saying of Dr. George Cross, a Baptist theological pro
fessor, formerly of McMaster University, to the effect 

· that "now after the lapse of all the intervening cen
turies, it is still an op'en question whether after all it 
was not misleading to call Jesus the Christ." I should 
say to that man, "Sir, you are no Christian. You deny 
that which lies at the very basis of 'the Christian 

· . revelation, and which is indispensable to saving faith." 
Jesus, I affirm, is THE Christ, and therefore He is God 
manifest in the flesh. That may have ,been doubt which 
uttered itself' through the lips' of Thomas, "Except I 
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shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put 
my finger ·int~ the print of the nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, I will not believe" .. And I suppose 
he meant it. .But Thomas was at that stage a doubter 
not an unbeliever, for when he found himself in the 
presence-of the risen Lord, and He condescended to his 
dou'btfuhiess and' s~id : "Thomas, reach hither thy 
finger, . and behold my hands; and reach hither th'y 
hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, 
but believing'," Thomas did not presume to touch Him: 
"but rather exclaimed, "My Lord and my God." That is 
faith. That is what Jesus ,is, and nothing less than 
that. Thus to recognize Him is to be' saved. 

Well,my friends, that being 80, when .once we h..!lve 
been red to an acceptance of that fact, that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Ultimate, the Climax and Consumma .. 
·tion of the prophecies of the Old Testament, that He 
comes at last as the Promised One in Whom all prom
Ises are' fulfilled, you see what value such 'faith 
attaches to the whole mystery of the Incarnation with 
all its accompaniments and implications. Why was He 
born? Why did He live? Why did He die? Why did 
He rise again? To execute the etern'al counsels .. 6f· 
God. That' cross on' the hill was no accident. That 

, empty grave is no surprise. Hear them as they wel~_ 
come ·His z:eturn to glory: "Lift up your heads, O. ye 
gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever.Iasting doors; and the 
King of glorY shall com'e in. Who is this King of 
glory? The Lord stroI;lg and mighty, the'" Lord mighty 
iIi. battle. . Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift· 
them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory 
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord 
of hosts, he'is the King of glory." The Scripture given 
as the title· to one of our hymns which I read to you' 
this evening represents Christ as a ,Conqueror: "Thou 
boast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive," 

. a Conqueror, returning from His g.Iorious victory over 
principalities a·nd powers, and the rulers of this world's 
darkness, having "spoiled principaliti~s and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in 
W' at the cross a~d in the resurrection, and then 
ascended on high. . 

That parenthesis in the divine existence represented' 
by the record of the historical Jesus, is the outworking 
of the plan of the God of all grace, Who willed that 
His banished should not be expelled . from Him. When' 
one comes to see Who Jesus was, and. is, it is not hard 
to 'believe. When we see His w.(mnd·s, and His stripes, 
it is not hard for faith to say: "By Thy stripes,· 0 Son 
of God, I am healed." . .' 

Do you see it, my dear friends? .. Unitarianism has 
no gospel. The deletion of the supernatural from the 
Bible leave~ you without any message from heaven. 
The taki'ng of the crown of Deity from the brow of 
Jesus robs us of a Saviour. Because He is God, be
cause He is the Christ, it is true that "None but Jesus 
can do helpless sinners good." , 

And what value t'!Ue fa,ith places upon the Word of 
God. When once the Jesus of history is recognized as 
the Christ of prophecy, we cannot afford to make a sharp 
division. between the Old and New Testaments. There 
is .no division. His Personality, the promise of His 
cleansing blood, prophecy and history, . promise and 
fulfilment, bind it all together, showing it to be o·ne and 
indivisible, the Word of God- that liveth and abideth· 
for ever. You cannQt 'do away With.the Bible'without 
doing. away with Christ.. You cannot deny an infall-

. i-ble, authoritative; Scripture,. without· denying the' 

whol,e . principle. of the' Irtcarnatio'n, . includ~ng. His 
attestation to the divine authority of the Old TeRta-
ment Scriptures. . 

Believing that Jesus is the Christ gives us a Saviour, 
and an infallible Book that tells us all a:bout Him. IS 
not that worth havi,ng? ("Hallelujah"") 

III. 
i'Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ'" 

WHAT FOLLOWS? Is born of God." 
'Perhaps you will ask me whether the birth precedes 

faith, or faith precedes the birth. I remember years 
ago that question being asked at an ordinatibn council: 
"Does faith precede regeneration, or does regeneration 
precede faith?" "Logically," said the candidate very 
wisely and shrewdly, and discerningly, "logically, faith 
,precedes regeneration; ,but chron'ologically, regenera
tion precedes faith." That is pretty high doctrine, is 

· it not? Yes: it is "high"; but it is no higher than' the 
Book. "Whoever believeth that J·esus is the Christ is 
born of God" .. F'aith is r~ally the first cry of the new
born so1)1'. It is the evidence and pro'of that a man is 
born of God when he believes that J'esus is the Christ; 
for in order to an appreciation of that truth, there is 
required a capacity, a poWer of discernment, an 
illumination which can only corne by a rebirth. 

I have often seen men, and so have you, whom I ~ave 
· wished that I 'could make over again. I suppose some 
people would . like to make us over again, so the desix;e 
is mutual, and we shall not quarrel a"bout it. I have 
talked with a man about certain things, and have said: 
"Cannot you see that?" "No." There are some people 
who cannot hear music. I once knew a man who did 
not know the difference Ibetween the Old Hundredth 
and God Sa,ve the King. He can sing any hymn that is 
put before him the first time he sees it, because he has 
one tune for them all. You might send him to school • 
as long as·you like, he could never learn to sing. Why? 
He has not got it in him. The same is' true of the 
aesthetic sense. I was riding with ~ friend oilce, a 
rich man-I used to have a few such friends. It was . 
before the days of motor cars, and we were on the' 
street car. We had three different kinds of tic}(ets in 
those days, regular tickets, ·rush-hour tickets, and Sun
day tickets .. I was going horne with this friend for 
dinner. He took out a little case with three kinds of 
tickets. He was an elderly man, and he said:' "Can 
'you see which are the red ones'?" I said, "Yes; they 
.are in the centre. Cannot you see them~" He said, 
"No; they are all the 'same to me. I am -what they call 
'colour blind'. I cannot distinguish between colours." 
He had eyes just like mine, but he could not see what 
I saw. That is why soine people can see a sp.nset, and 
some cannot. Crossing the continent once on the 'Canadian 
Pacific Itailway, I was sitting in the dining car at dinner 
time. I looked out tJhe window, and 1 could see a glorious 
sunset over the 'prairies. There was another man acros~ 
the ta:ble having his dinner.. 1 had no one to sh'are the 
glory of the sunset witJh me, and w~en 1 had endured it as 

· long as 'I could, 1 said to him: "I am afraid my friend, 
you are missing something. Just turn your head, and look 
at that marvellous sunset." He held his knife and fork 
suspended in the air for a moment, . looked over his 
shoulder for a second, 'and then went on eating, re
'marking, "It is going to be a ,fine day to-morrow." He 
did not see it at all, and 1 do no~ suppose anyone could 
teach him to see it: You would have to ·change the 
whole' conliltitution. of such an·one to en~le him:to see. 

'. 

." 

, 'j 
. ~ 

i -.,' , 

.. 

, 

" 

. -.~ 
~~ 

I:' 

Ii......:.~_ •....•. ;,. ~.. .. : .... ,.l ______ ~~ __________________ ~ ______ ~ ________________ ~ __ ~ ________ ~,~. __ ~ ______ ~~~~.~.=.-~.~_~~_~_.~~~.c~ ... ~ __ ~,.~,~ __ ~~_~.~._= ... ~~~~~~~~ 



.' 
September 2, 1,937 DIE GOSPEL WITNESS (137) 5 

.As you parents study yOl,lr children, you know that 
they have certain qualities that come to them by birth. 
One of·the chNdren likes to go to the piano, and with
'out anyone's teaching him he plays Iby ear. Another boy' 
has no interest at all in music. He wants to make a 
wagon, or do something with a machine, and cares 

, nothing for music. He wants to see the wheels go 
around. He is of a mechanical bent- of mind.' He has 
something in him that needs to he developed. The boys 
are different types altogether, and no school on earth 
could make them aUke. 'The secret of true education 
is to discover the aptitudes of young people and de
velop them. Sometimes a young fellow comes to the 
Seminary and says, "I want to be a preacher." We do 
riot know what is in hi~" but we receive him on proba
tion. To some, after the fir-st year is over, we have 
said: "We believe you are wasting your time and ours. 
We ,do not feel that you have the natural capacities 
indispensable to a ·preacher." 

Some year's ago a young man came to me and said, 
"I am Ii Modernist." I said, "What makes you think 
that?" "W~ll; I am an Evolutionist." i said, "Then I 
dare say you are a bit of a Modernist. Where did you 

'get that notion ?". He said, "I am an undergraduate at 
Toronto University, and I suppose I have just imbibed 
it." I sai'd, "Shall we make an engagement that we 
may meet and talk that matter over?" The engage- . 
ment was made, but somehow or another we did not 
meet. Some tirpe later J met him; an9 I said, "Mr. ~o
and-So, we did ·not get together as arranged." He saId, 
"N.o; 'but I do not think it necessary now." I said, "Why 
is that?" "Well I am not a Modernist now, nor am I 
an Evolutionist. I hav'e'met Christ, and .I. know He 
lives, and He is my Saviour." . 

What else? Here is the Book. I bring you its mes
sage. - I do the best I can as a man to expound its 
truth, -but all the 'time I am conscious 'that unless 
the divine Spirit shall 'touch you into newness of life, 
and quicken the soul that is dead, you wHI not under
stand what I say, Perhaps you say, "But'l do under~ 
stand, sir.' I did no~ caU myself a Christian, b1,1t when 

.you speak of Jesus as the Christ the Son of God, my 
heart leaps" within Me, and I say, 'I, do believe that'." , 
Then hear this for your assurance and comfort, "Who~ 
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of 
God." "Do you mean to say that because I respond to 
that truth I am sav,ed?" Yes; that is the proof of it: 
"Whosoever believeth in him shall not perish;- but have 
ever1listing·life." ' 

" BAPTISTS IN PARIS 

What wonder, -then, that these vast treasures of the 
spiritu·al world can be apprehended only as we are 
divinely b,orn with a capa~ity for them' "Whosoever 
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born df God." Do 
you bc:!lieve it? ("Amen''') There was a dear friend 
of mine who used to be minister of this church along 
Gerrard Street' when it was a Presbyterian Church. 
He was a great man of God. I refer to the late Dr. 
~obertson, Minister of the then St. James' Sqqare Pres- ' 
byterian Church. One time I was sitting with him in a 
meeting when one of the world's great preachers was' 
preaching the gospel. We were sitting together on the 
platform, and as the preacher 'exalted Christ, } saw .first 
one tear, tlren another run down Dr. Robertson's cheek. As the great city of Paris is thronged with visitors from 
Presently he could restrain his emotion no longer. He all over the world, many of them attracted .by .the splendour 
was weeping copiously, tears 'of joy. Then he leaned of the much advertised International Exhibition, the Baptist 
over to me, and offered me his hand. I took it, not Churches dn that city 'are preparing to be hosts to the 
knowing the meaning of his action. And he said, Biennial .Conference of the Forench Bible Mission, or, to give 

it· its French name, the Association Evangelique des Eglises 
"Brother, by the response of my soul to that truth, I Baptistes de Langue FranCaise. This may perhaps surprise 
know that I am a Christian." some of our readers who 'are not in the habit of associating a 

Is that true of you my friend?- Do you respond to clear ,evangelical .testimony with "gay" Paris, and 'the fol-, 
the exa,ltation of Christ? Do you r,eJ'oice to know that lowing account. of 'blessing on the faitnful preaching of the 

Word of the Gospel will agreeably surprise them. We quote 
your Saviour is Jesus Christ? Then, "whosoever be- the following ,paragraphs from a letter from Monsieur Emile 
lieveth that Jesus is the ·Christ is born of 'God." Let Guidj, who, in ~ddition to being the Mission's deputation 
that fact assure you. That is what this same chapter secretary for Great Britain, is also pastor of two churches 

- . in Paris. ' 
'means when it says: "He that believeth on the Son of "Our youngest church .in P.aris-rue de Sevres-has such a 
God hath the witness in himself." Of course' And large congregation that we cry to God ,for a ibigger place. 
his whole soul responds to that spiritual truth. In Paris it is, of course, a great problem for a small church, 

And if it means that every man or woman who hlas but our God: delights in solving hard 'Problems. Please re-
member us in prayer. 

recognized Jesus Christ as a divine Saviour is born of We had the joy of listening to seventeen friends confess-
God, it must mean that such an one is admitted to the ing Christ before the church in order ~ be ,baptized. What 
divine family, and is a child of God. I -I wish we knew a wonderful variety in the way ,that -these dear ones came· 

h h · I I . h ld . t th h' h to Christ, and all within a few weeks! 
w at t at means. 'WIS we cou apprecla e e Ig - Here in 'Colombes ·(a subuIib of ,Puis) we are compelled to 
and holy privilege which is ours, in being members, of enlarge the seating. capacity of our church as quickly as 
the household of faith' That.is what :we are, if we . possible. There are no rich peOiple ·among us,' so we waited 
believe in Him: "If children, then heirs; heirs of God, upon the Lord in ,prayer, 'and wdthin three months raised 
and J' oint-heirs with C, hrist." ' the equivalent of three hundred pounds among ourselves. 

Cheering news reaches us from our various fields. 'Never
So then,' so far as we 'are concerned, the future is theless, do not imagine ·that we have no difficulty. We have 

just as bright as the promises of God. We have an many, and the Enemy is just the same here as in Britain. 
eternal Saviour, 'and an everlasting salv~tion secu'red Often:we have to carry' to the Lord our saddened hearts 

loaded with problems. Just when one is solved another 
'to us by the meritorious life' and death and resurrec- • raises itself quite unexpectedly. Happily we 'are 'more than . 
tion and intercession of our Lord Jesus Christ. conquerors through Him'." , 

, . This is cheering news of the ,progress of ,a most worthy 
I wonder is there anyone here to-night who says, cause. Those who are :interested in this work will be glad 

"Sir, I thought I had to' believe something in, the 'Book' to know that'Mr. F; M. Buhler, a native of France and a 
to be a Christian? I thought heing"saved meantsl,lb7 recent- gradu'ate' of Toronto Baptist Semin.ary, is now 
scription to'a verbal statement of some sort." You going among ·the churches in Can'ada and; the United States 
wI'l.1 ha' ve no .difficult'y in subscribing to. what tho is Book .to make th~ needs of this work known .. ,He may be· 

addressed iIi care .of this paper. 
says when ,yo'u nave "met Him of Whom the Eook speaks. .-W.S.W. 

Q 
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RELIGIOUS LUNACY and finance, we fear that in nothing are people quite 
Readers of this paper know that the Editor ~orks a so easily humbugged as in the matter of religion. Truly, 

little in his garden. He finds great delight in cultivat- the worst of all devils is a religious devil. The' paper 
ing shrubs and plants, and, doing his best to maintain !before us is called ~'THE POSTSCRIPT", and is said to be 
a good lawn. But sometimes he wishes he could get 'the "The Official Organ of the '. ~ ... Tlabernacle, Amer
thing done, ISO that he might use what leisure he ica's Leading Prophetic Religious Newspaper". On the 
can command, in the enjoyment of the garden. But, alas, left-hand top corner it is said ,that it is "a free lance re
the weeds and the 'bugs give him no rest! In the lawn ligious newspaper"". On the right-hand top corner are 
it is. either a dandelion, or a plantain here or there the words, "The Bible, nothing more, nothing less". We 
wild carrots, and" we know not what else, requirin~ are amazed to find that this is issue number three, of 
co~stant supervision to prevent their multipHcation." volume seven, which is indubitable proof that there are 
Variol,ls kinds of blight· attack the shrubs and flowers, somewhere to ibe found a considerable number of re
and one must needs be ever on the alert to prevent ligious lunatics. The paper has four pages, and inside, 
ipjury and possible destruction. So .must it be, we what is called "Postcript Magazine Section-THE 
suppose, to the end of the chapter, or until IS. regen- NEWS" with "E~tra" marked in each corner. It is 
erated earth shall ha:ve eliminated from it .the ,last called "Tract No.1", and "JERUSALEM is named as the 
weed and' the last pest. And the' principle holds all place of publication. Before we deal with· this "maga
through life. We agree with .the evolutionists thus zine" section, we shall quote a little of what is pre
far, that life .is ill struggJe for existence. Just now sumed to be the editorial section. It is headed, "Some
Toronto is suffering somewhat from the scourg~ of in- thing new in this issue": 
fan tile paralysis. It threatens .to grow almost to the "With this issue of The Postcript comes an addition8.l 
proportions of an .epidemic. Because of t9'is, parents four-page magazine section, the first of simil~r sections 
and others are bemg warned to take care of their which we are planning ,to issue from time to time. 
children. The health authorities endeavoured to avoid "In this section we have attempted something that to 
anything like a. panic, and, perhaps, erred on the our knowledge has never ,been attempted before. We 
side of withholding information as ·to the extent anii have tr.ied to visu·alize and anticipate the rapture of :the 

church. ' 
spread af the disease. We sympathise with the health 

th 
.. . , "We have not drawn upon the imagination for this 

au orltIes m this. 'No one likes to be the bearer of presentation whatever. All we did was sit down 'and take 
bad news, or to say or do anything that would diminish the Bible at its word, then undertook to write events as 
the pleasures of others. But in some qUlarters the they will appe9,1" the next day. I The world may read these 
health authorities have been severely. crIticised for not prophetic headlines to-morrow. They can read them here 
. . I with profit. 

" Issumg more strong y-worded warnings to the people. "We designed this supplement for' use as a tract in-
We earnestly wish .there welle no religious weeds or tended for wholesale distribution. It will be' available in 

pests. We find in ourselves a sufficient tendency to- any quantity which 'may be desired from single copies to 
d dl' d . d I thousands. The forms win 'be preserved for this purpose: 

war cowar mess an m 0 ence, sometimes to wish it Our readers may get all they desire at any time .they wish . 
were not necessary earnestly to contend for ",the faith them.. . 
once· for all delivered to the .saints." The Editor of this "Sit down and look over this four-page 'facsimile' news-
paper would prefer always .to speak "comfortably to.' pa.per tract. Notice that the statements conform to scrip-
Jerusalem", and to say unto her that "her warfare is ture, .and the headlines carry. the message withOut exag-

I · h d" B t . h geratl'On-the .headli-nes are the same we would write if 
accomp IS e. u m no sp ere of life is constant . the rapture happened to-night and we were. left behind. 
diligence more necessary than in the sphere of religion. Th' h . f ht Md' "Of course one canDDt -tell exactly the circumstances 

IS p~per as oug 0 ermsm without mercy. We which will occur. We Can only anticipate them from the 
hav,e never regretted doing so, but only mourned :the implications of the Wl()rd. But the general idea is reliable. 
necessity for it. But we believe there are forms of So reliable that we .predict the pa.per to be prophecy some 
religion which are just as dangerous as Modernism. day.· 
There ar·e re!igious fads and follies, put forth ,in the "Such a message is needed now. For many years the 
name of Evangelical orthodoxy that are worthy only Lord has laid it upon our heart :to do this very thing. 
to be classed wl'th the output of luna.tl·c asylums. There . We always postponed it ·because of other pressing mat~ ters, but the call became so clear we have decided to 
is a type of millennialism that is as cer.tainly anti- present it. . 
biblical as the worst forms of Modernism. Th~y are all "We suggest that ministers preach a sermon on ,the 
the more dangerous because they profess to be the out- rapt~re and'give· out ~opies to .the~r people as a souvenir, 
come of loyalty to the Bible, and, the.refore, make their or hand them to theIr congregation and friends. It is 
appeal to muIiitudes of people who are really regener- designed to, make men thil).k and 'to save their souls." 
ated, and .beiDg babes in Christ,' have desired the sin- . from the foregoing it wm be seen that the magazine 
cere-milk_of the Word ·that they may g·row thereby. But entitled, "The News" is designed· tt, represent such 11 

being babes, also they have no defens.e against the re- paper as might be likely to appear the day following a 
ligious poison that is served up in their milk rations. secret ~apture of all the saints. 
, We have before us a religious paper from the State Retracing our 'steps, we observe that the Editor says 

of Ohio. We shall not mention the town or city, we do that in the production 'of "Tp.e News", '. . 
not know which, in which it is published, for we would . 

I 
"We have not drawn upon the imagination for this 

not willing y increase its circulation by a single copy. presentation whatever. All we did, was sit down and take 
It is not ~ortHy of notice 'by any reputable jo~rnaI for the Bible at its word, ·then undertook to write events as 
the intrinsic v,alue' of anything that is in it. We refer they wi~~ appe~r the next· d·ay." . ' 
to it helle only because it is symptomatic of a wide- . We are, the!efore, assur~d .that a proper understand-
spread religious . disposition. Easily as people ar~ ing ,of the Bible 'would lead people to expect such things 
dup.ed by offers of something for. nothing 'in business as are . predicted in "Tlhe News", although this magazine 
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section is written -as tho'ugh it were history, and not 
prophecy., 

Across the top of the front page in l~rge letters are the 
words: "World Dazed by Great Tragedy", and then a sub
heading: "Many P.ersons Have Vanished Mysteriously" . 
The.heading at the left-d1and column is "U.S.A. seems 
hardest hit; Traffic Tie-u·p on Principal Streets of New 
York; London also- Tied up; Few Accidents of Serious 

. Consequences Noted". Evidently the Editor thinks 
there are .more saints ready for the rapture in the 

• United States than anywhere else. We have great re
spect for vast numbers of United States citizens. 
Among them we have not the shadow of a doubt there 
are multitudes of the finest Christians -to be' found any-

. where in the world. But as ,a Britisher, we suppose. we 
ought to be grateful for the Editor's suggestion. that 
poor old London has not been wholly neglected. A two
column boxed item headed: "May ·Solve Mystery" in
forms us that scientists are getting together to try to 
explain the mysterious disappear.ance of millions 9f 
people. "Some of the leading sCientists," howe:ver, we 
are told, feel quite !!lure that the disappearance of these 
millions "can be traced -to "natural causes". Another 
double-column heading reads: "Police Baffie'd When 

'Millions Disappear". This item is from "Los Angeles". 
HoHywood notwithstanding, it would appear ·there were 
still some saints in Los Angeies and thereabout. In 
t~is column there is a paragraph to this. effect: 

"A checkup to-day reveals the precentage of those miss
'ing as comparatively small ,but widely distributed. Reports 
from London New York, San Francisco, Rome, Berlin, 
Paris, and· other cities show a higher percentage than the 
cities of -the Far East". -

Another paragraph in this article reads: 

"Dispatches from Jerusalem stated. two men, who Claim
ed :to be Moses and Elijah, appeared on the streets last 
night a short time after ·the fiT·st !reports were received, 
and began to ~reach to the people who were assembled in 
the public parks awaiting bulletins". 

The right-hand'- column is headed: "Strangest Event 
in History; Thousands Sudaenly Vanish from Sight 
and leave no ·clues; Holiday Proclaimed in Some Cities; 
Business Interrupted .in Many ·Cities To-day." The 
news in this, column purports ,to come from "Jerusa-
lem". We quote as follows.: ., 

"At first ·believed to hav.e ,been: l~alized' to the Christian' 
quarter of the city, where it was first reported shortly 
after 11 :30 o'clock last ni·ght, dispatches tri~kling in over 
disrupted communications, soon disclosed a world-wide 
catastrophe of the first magnitude. 
_ "It. soon became apparent some strange calamity had 

, overtaken many people in widely separated sections. . 
. "Some ·were ·asleep in their .beds, 'others were at work 
in shops or the fields, housewives were preparing meals, 
in short the catastrophe occurred without warning and the 

_ victims simply vanished ·into the air, leavil).g those ,behind 
. dazed and speechIess at the sudden and unusual happen-
ing, o.f which -there is no similar record in history. . 

"To quote one witness to the strange event, 'It was as 
if gravitation suddenly ceased so far' as the v-ictims were 
concerned, and in a twinkUng of an eye they disappeared 
'as if .jerked u.pward out of sight, leaving us staring up
waTd open-mouthed and with amazement, at a loss to oom
prehend the tragedy we were witnessing'. 

'·'There was no accompanying disturbance except the
sound as though the wind was blowing, but the leaves on 
the trees were motionless.' It remains a mystery of all 
mysteries". I 'r," ~, 

Another gem on the first page is headed: "New Gas 
Believed Reason; ',Vaporine' Used for First Time Yes-

~' 
sri ...... _.,", ...; ' .. ; ......... _~ •• ~, ...... __ .~ .IM ..... _ ... 

terday May Be.the ·Cause." This dispatch is supposed 
to come from London. We really hoped and believed 
that they had. more sense in London, but this is what 
the Editor of "The News" imagines to have come from 
London: 

"Many theories are advanced to explain .the ·mystery of 
last evening. 

"Perhaps the most plausible one is the suggestion the 
new g·ases recently. d'eveloped and ,used for the first time 
in yesterday's battle in the Great War, had causlld the 
dissolution of these ,people. It was pointed out the new 
gas called 'Vaporine' was designed t.o unite with the blood 
stream when it is ,breathed into the lungsl causing rapid 
and painless death. Si·nce the new 'Vaporme' is tasteless 
and odorLess the victim remains unmindful of its presence 
until death overtakes him. It was used for the first time 
yesterday in the front lines with surprising results which 
it is 'believed will soon end' the war. . 

"It was advanced, however, this morning that thii[! gas 
may be the cause of last night's tragedy. ·Some scientistJ 
are of the opinion it may affect persons d-ifferently. Under 
certain conditions it may be ,possi'ble instead of death, 
the gas may have caused complete dissolution. of the entire 
body turn·ing it to ,gas due to chemical reaction in the 
!blood, c·ausing the whole to 'evaporate' or vanish from 
sig·ht. - . 

"The argument appears to be substantiated by observers 
~ho declare some of the bod-ies of those killed by the 'gas 
In yesterday's battle have since disappeared". 

"Others ~oint out the theory is untenable for .the dis
appearances are too world-wide, and therefore could not 
be the result of such localized condition, 

"The War Department has issued orders forbidding the 
use of the gas until further investigation is made." 

Another coiumn is headed: "Chicago Paper Issues 
Extra". This also we must quote entire: 

"A Chicago 'newspaper appeared on the street with an 
extra. edition a few minutes after the disappearance of ' 
thousands of citizens yesterday afternoon. 

"In large headlines the public was informed the 'rap~ 
ture' of the saints 'had occurred. Articles detailing the . 
account of Biblical prophecies concerni·ng the 'rapture' 
of the church were carried in the news column, and edi
torial comment stated the strange disappea·rances marked 
a first stage of the Second Advent of Christ, 

"Except for the two-column leading article on the front 
page, the whole paper had been edited and 'made up' sev
!lral yea.rs ago at tl}e suggestion. of a well-known minister 
In the CIty. 

"Needless to say the paper 'scooped' all competitors and 
brought comfort to many of the city's sorrowing ci-tizens. 
Of course,. many readers were ·skeptical of such super-
stition." . . 

. This surely is an evide~ce of the clarity-of thinking 
of ·the. Editor. This "E~tra" in' Chicago, "except for 
the two-col':!mn l'eading article on the front page * * * * 
had :been edited and 'made up' several years ago at the 

.. ~uggestion of a well-known minister in' the city," Surely 
It had b_een made up by somebody who believed in the 
rapture. We' wonder was -this the selective rapture, and 
were some people, who believed in it, left to puoblish 
it, or how did. this copy get into the hands of a Chicago 
,newspaper "~few minutes after the disappearance of 

. ,th.ousands of citizens". All this, the Editor tells us, 
is not the result of anyone's imagination, but is 'based 
on the plain teaching of Scripture. 

We are still ·on the front page, and must not pass 
th~s by. In quite large' letters a brief paragraph is 
headed: "LEG IS LEFT". T·he paragraph reads as follows: 

"An undertaker -here reported to police, he was called 
to care for the body of a man who 'had a wooden leg.' 
While his back was turned the ,body cijsa.ppeared, only .the 
w,9oden leg :remained, much ,to his surprise." 

... 
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We do not want to be irreverent, but this strikes us 
as funnier than. anything in Punch. According to the 
theory of these' pre-tribulation secret rapturists we un
derstand the Jews are to :be left behind .. Wihat a har
vest they would have! If art~ficial legs were dropped 
off, one would supp.ose that the raptured saints would 
leave their store teeth behind them, including the gold 
fillings, and what a harvest -that would make for 
Brother Jacob! And yet we are not quite ·sure of that, 
for if it were true, a·pparently it had not ,been called to 
the attention of the Editor of "The News", for here 
is a paragraph 'on page th~ee: 

_ "Taos-Jake Valeski was the only person left in this 
little village of 50 inhabitants to-day, the. others having 
vanished last night .. Jake came here to open a junk yard 
Tuesday. He said, 'The town she no good anyhow, every-
body crazy on relig·ion'." , 

Another news item -is alleged to come f.rom Dallas, 
Texas, and is as fpllows: 

. '~A cqwboy was entertaining an audience here :with .a 
• number of rope tricks and was in the act of throWIng his 

lariat about· a man when the man vanished much to the 
crowd's amusement." 

Evidently down in Dallas it fs believed there are some 
people ready for the rapture who Me not above attend
ing a circus performance of some sort. 

Another news item is assumed to come from Salt· 
Lake City. Here it is: 

. f 
"A funeral service being conducted ·here at two o'clock 

yesterday afternoon was dismissed as .the corpse suddenly 
disappeared from the open casket, as did the minister and 
several in the audience." _I 

, On the second' page of "The News" there' is an ex
planatory . word add:ressed to the ·reader, of which we 
quote the first two paragraphs: -

. "While the .material in this papeT is purely fictional, it 
by no means follows that it is the result of 'vain imagina
tion:' nor is it the brain-child of some misguided. person. 
It is a warning and a pr()phecy. 
, "This little paper is a sc;>ber, prayerful presentation of 
a great Bible truth, visualized to 'help people understand 
the facts whieh the scriptures imply." . . . 

· It is quite evident from this ·that the Editor of "~ne 
News" is not only sincere, ·but serious,' and· is making 
~o attempt. whatever to be. facetious. . 

Another ·column:.in the paper is headed: "No~e to 
Blame but Ourselves". In -this article the people left 
behind by the raptured, while compl.aining that they 
had not beeY{ warned by their ministers, yet admit that 
they, themselves, alone are r.eally to blame: We shal~ 
get an idea.of the 'point of view .of the Editor of this 
paper who claims to. be teaching, "The Bible, nothing 
more, nothing less", in the l.ast paragraph of the article, 
"~one to Blame but Ourselves"; 

"Let us therefore bear no malice to those of the mi·n-· 
'istry who like we, have ,been deceived and'share our fate.· 
Rather let us help to bind up the wounded hearts of t~e 

, bereaved, encourage the weak and assist the strong as we 
face the unhappy situation. which confronts us, always 
keeping our hearts attuned to the Word' of .God .as we. 
await the glorious appearing of our Lord. Jesus Christ," 

· Could anything be 'more grotesque? The "light .of 
the world" the Church! is removed, for it must be re
membered that the- Church, as well as Christ; is called 
"the .light· of the world". Those who are the sal~ of 

. th~' earth have been removed, ~n~ according to the 

theory of these pre-tr~blilation rapturists, the special 
ministry of the Holy ·Ghost has terminated. But now 

. people are represented as resolved to "keep our hear,ts 
attuned to the Word of God as we 'await the glorious 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ" .. We venture the 
statement· that there' is nothing in Christian Science, 
nor ltussellism, nor Moder.nism more unscriptural than 
this position. . 

But we have not yet done. Here is a news i-tem from 
Fort W orth,- TeXlas:' 

"An evangelist addressing a radio audience here yes
terd'ay afternoon was explaining the doctrine of ,the Sec
ond .coming of Christ when he 'suddenly vanished. He had 
just stated all Christians who were looking' for tlie com
ing of the Lord .would some day vanish in the rapture of 
the, church, which was the first stage of th~ event." 

On -the third page, a two-column heading reads: 
"New York P·astor gives his Opinion". This New York 
Pastor was evidently a bit of a Modernist and was left 
behind. In his interview we are t9ld: 

. '~He declared .in making -a survey of ·his congregation 
this morning he noted only those 'who believed the 'Bible 
account of the literal coming of Christ were missing. 
N one of the liberal element were classed among those 
missing". ' . 

Of course the implication of the whole matter is that 
the Editor of "The News" 'puts into the mouth of this 
preacher sometJhing of what he, himself, believes. Do 
our pre-tribulation rapture friends teach that 'belief in 
the Bible account of the literal coming of Christ' is ,a 
sine q'UI1. non of salvation? We had always supposed 
tha-t belief in ,Christ' as the Saviour was the' indispens
able requirement ,of salvation, but apparently we are 
to believe all the v.agaries of this br.and of millennial
ism if we are to be saved. This Pastor who was left 
we are told: 

"Pointed out .the Bible clearly foretold the Lord's com
ing was in two aspects, the 'rapture' and the 'glorious 
appearing'. These are beJi.eved seven years apart." 
This unprepared preacher was evidently versed in the 

ideas of parbyism, whether he. knew his Bible or not. 

The alleged in.terview concludes with these words: 
"Tell 'people to get their Bjbles out and

J 
read them so 

they will not be deceived. . 
, "He requested his Jll8me be ·not mentioned, ;but stated he 

would announce .later a sermon' on the subject for the 
coming SUllday." - . 
We are sorry to find that this Pastor, notwi-thstand~ 

ing the rapture, was ~till not coura·geous. enough to 
give .his name. 

.. Another news item in this strange sheet is ·as 
follows: "LOST AT SEA": 

"A la,rge passenger liner reported by radio to-day eight 
missionaries returning from Africa had mysteriously ·dis
appeared 'at sea. After tU!l'lling about to- make a search, 
the vessel proceeded, since no ~ace of them could be, 
found." - • 

It would appear, therefo.re, .tpat there' is a bit of 
humanitarianism left on earth, or at least, at sea, after·
.the rapture, for "the vessel did turn a'bout ana try to' 
find· its lost passengers. 

The last .page of this sheet has a large heading as 
fo'Hows: "Two Str:angers Prophesy". The sub-heading 
is ','Appear Suddenly in Jerusalem Last Night", and 

. the third, "Claim they are the 'Two Witnesses'." This 
.. 

~ 
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article is said to be wri·tten by a staff reporter. "In the 
centre there .is an editor's note as follows: 

"Last night at. about midnight, a few minutes after the 
mysterious disappearance of many citizens, two strangers 
appeared on the streets of Jerusalem and began address
ing the crowd in front of the Post-office building: Police 
placed them under arrest . and they.were taken to jail for 
safekeeping. A reporter interviewing the men in their 
~ells summarized th~ir testimopy as here given." . 
Among the things wh.ich the staff reporter' reports 

, as ,having been said by the two witnesses are: . 
" . "NQt all Christi~ns were ready for the Lord's' coming. 

Some of them were like the Five Foolish Virgins, having 
no oil in their, lamps. (Matt. 25: 1-13)." 

So here you have a selective rapture. The two wit
nesses 'are represented as saying,: among other things: 

"The Great War that has 'been raging will end in a 
truce with the division of the European governments \nto 
two classes-the Communists and the F'ascists, with 
'RIl'ssia heading one and Italy the other. The defeat 'of 
the British yesterday gives the final power to Italy and the 
peace negotiations, which you may expect at once, will 
complete the Revived Roman Empire in its final League 
of Ten Nations form. (Daniel 2:.40-45)." . 
We cannot quote the whale article, It is enough to 

say that the two witnesses are made to teach what this 
wild man in Ohio evidently believes. 

Yesterday afternoon ,we had .a visit from our good 
. friend, Mr. Frederic Buhler, Who graduated from 
Toronto, Baptist Seminary last Spring, and will soon 
return to 'France. :We read extracts from this paper 
to ihim, and' make no apology for saying that we both 
laughed heartily at ·much of it. But having passed the 

. paper to him, Mr. Buhler said: ".A:ccording to the point 
of'view of this Editor, there must 'be some ·pretty. sound 
theologians still left after -the rapture, for '.The News' 
supposed ·to be edited and printed after all the saints 
have gone, has a two and one-half column article en
titled: "What next?" And -this ,article appearing the 
day 'after the. rapture, contains an outline of the whole 
pre-millennial ·position. . . 

Why This Article? . 
We have written thus only to show to what absurd 

extremes' this pre-tribulation ra.-pturism leads. We do 
not say, of course, that all. such rapturists ·would go to 
such .extreme as is here repr~sented; but we .say that 
these tlheories have the germ of just such a:bsurdities at· 
their heart. We may well heed the scriptural admoni
tion to gird up the loins of our mind, and pray that the 
Lord may give us "the spirit ... of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind"'. . . 

Let no one mistake our own"attitude. We ,believe the 
Bilble to ,be the inspired and infallible word of -God. We 
believe in the Second personal, visi.ble, aud,i>ble coming of 
Christ. We do not :believe that conditions of life gener
ally associated with the idea of a millennial reign of 
Christ on earth will he gradually effected .by any evolu
tionary process, working througih educational, legislative, 
or social agencies. We believe the church will be raptured' 
at the coming of Christ; >but we do not believe such rap
ture will 'be secret, or seven or any number of years. in 
advance of the glorious appearing of the 'great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. We believe such lunacy as is 
represented ~y "The News" ..rQust tend to discredit the 
whole doctrine of "The .blessed hope." If others agreE:. 
with us, 'write us. - ' '. 

PREMIE-R ABERHART 
Premier. Aberhart 'of Alberta has ·been front page 

"news" in 'Canadian p.apers for some time, and has not 
wholly escaped mention in the British press. We have 
long been minded to write a few words about him,' and 
at length we essay the task wthile Mr. Aberhart is still 
"news". . .... 

We met the present Premier of Aiberta some years . 
ago in ,Calg.ary. No one, we think, who knows'him,-will ' 
doubt hi.s sincerity, nor the ·benevolence of his purposeJl. 

. Mr: :Aberhart is, above everything else, a religiou~ 
man. He was a high school teacher for many years in 
Calgary, but we do not 'believe Mr. Aberhart himself 
would object to our saying that his high school teach
ing W8:S his aV,ocation, While he conceived his vocation 
to consist in expounding the Bible according to his un
derstanding of its teaching. Mr .. A,berhart .was for
merly a Baptist, and for years, we believe, taught a 
Sunday af.ternoon Bible class; and broadcast his Bible 
class' lesson. Then he built what he called the Pro
phetic Bible Institute, whi~h' is a fairlycommodi~us 
building, seatin'g, we should 3udge, perhaps from six 
to eigHt hun'dred peop.ie. • Of this org.anization Mr .. 
Aberhart was. the cl:lief, and we stippose ~s ·still. 
, The Premier of Allberta would gener,lIly' be called, re~. 

Iigiously, a dispensationallst.. We hav~ .always admir~ 
ed Mr. Aberhart's devotion to what. he believed to be 
the truth, .and his fearlessness in pl'ocIaiming it.. Fur
thermore, it wou.ld be impossible to come into any asso
ciation with him withou-t feeling that he was a man of 
very considerable personal force. But on hearing 
something of his religious views; we were iri<;lined to . 
think that any, ordinary believ.er would feel a ,sense of 
amazement'. . 

On the occasion of our first meeting 'with Mr. Aber
hart in Calgary, by his invitation· we spoke in h'is In
stitute auditorium. Later when he was in Toronto, we 
invited him to speak one Sunday morni,ng in J.arvis St. ' 
That was the only time, we ever heard him'.: His pecu
liar dispensationalism cropped out in nearly every seiJ.- .. 
tence. 'We allowed it to pass,' however, thinking that 
less. harm would' be done in that way than by calling 
attention to it ,by any attempt at co-r:rection. 

From then until now Mr.' Aberhart has 'been, to us, 
rather an i:nteresting psychological study. Making full 
allowJlnce fGr his teligious zeal, his evident sincerity, 
and assuming his matives in all his reiigious work to be 
of ,the highest quality, one cannot help wondering how 
ev,er a man of such peculiar mentaHty obtained so large 
a; following. Mr. Aberhart impressed us as a man 
who was mentally and religiously very short-sighted. 
His mind wor·ks in a very narrow sphere. His mental 
outlGok. reminds one of the remark of ,a farmer in the 
midd}.e States, who meeting a man from New York, ask
-ad whence he came. Learning he was from New York, he 
asked, "And whar is that?" The s·tranger told him it 
was about ·fifteen hundred miles east. The countryman 
looked at him' in -amazement and rem~rked: '''1 shouldn't 
have tho~ght you would want ,to :live so' fur," Mr. Aber
hart's world is a very real. one, ',and anyone who lives 
any distance away, by his estimation would live pretty 
"fur". To this Albertan's mental consciousness the 
things which h-a does not believe simply have no ex-

, istence. . 
After hearing Mr. Aberhart, we looked u:pon him. 

and his Institute as, together, constitu,ting a sign of 
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the times. In point of numbers and influence, what 
would. !be called the success 'of Mr. Aberharl's venture, 
was only a proof that the crudest, most unreasonable. 
most unscriptural. ideas find ready reception and ap
proval with many people. if only presented wi·vh dog
matic force. The amazing thing to us is that anyone 
would ever take Mr. A1berhart's religious views. seri
ously. We·know'nothing of Ihis political career beyond 
what we have read in the papers; but a mentality giv
ing forth such religious teaching as Mr. A,berhart's. 
we should imagine mighit prove capable of al~ost any-

· thing. We imagine that whatever sane economisls too),( 
the trouble .to pay any 81ttention to the Douglasism 
known as Social Credit. must have regarded it as the 
circuitous .pr,attlings of 'a :harmless lunatic. How any
body in the world. outside of an asyl.um could accept the 
economic lunacy known as Social Credit passes all un
derstanding. Mr. A!berharl's Bilble teaches that "in 

· the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread .... and again: 
"If a·ny would not wo.rk; neither should he eat". 

A promise to pay twenty-five dollars a month· divi
dends to every adult Alberlan citizen. could be .made 
<Jnly by a poli;tical adventurer. or else by,8 sine.ere man 
who wa~ mentally inc'lpable of understanding the im
plications of the multiplicati,on table. The proposal to 
extract .blood from a stone would not be more absurd 
than Mr. Aberhart's whole ·political programme: We 
are not in the least surprised at i,t. for such absurdly 
Impossible proposals are quite appropriate·to Mr. Aber-

· hart's religious mentality~· 

. But what shall be said of ·the mass psychology exem
plified ill: ,this political phenomenon of Alberta? No.t
withstanding our supposed su.perior intelligence. grow
ing out of· general education, it really does appear as 
though not one ma.n in a thousand ever uses. his br.ain 
to think. On the other hand it may hav·e been a case 
of "any port in. a storm". We have known people 
afflicted witIi ·cancer w,ho were ready to try the remedies 
of any medical charlatan who comes along. T·hey will 
set aside ali honest medical" practitioners to drink some 
nameless concoction brewed from weed,s by an Indian 
squaw. Such sufferers a~ on the principle·: "All that 
a man h8lth will he give for·his life". and on the further 
maxim that a drowning man will grasp at a straw. 

All Canadians will symp~thize with the sad plight of 
some of the Western provinces. particularly Saskatch
ewan and Albenta. Perhaps in sli'eer desperation the 
people· grasped at Mr. A:berhart's promise, which, per
haps, to many was all the more attractive :because made 
by a man who was know:n as a religious leader. 

But Mr. Albel1harl goes from bad to worse. He has 
not a legal ·mind. and has recently p'assed legislation 
which the Dominion Government has been compelled ito 
disallow on account of i,ts unconstitutionality.· Appar
ently Mr. Aherhart intended to compel the banks to pay 
hilS unearned dividends out of <;lither people's money. 
N ow he defies the Dominion Government. and decI-ares 
he wi.}} enforce 'his legislation. 
Else~here in thils p8Jp!!r we have discussed the vagar

ies of dispensa'tionalism. We would not suggest th8lt 
all dispensationalists might prove capable of Mr. Aber
hart·s· follies; ·but we do say. there is a close kinship 
between Mr. Aberharl's religious· and political con·· 
cepts. If Mr: Aberhart had been a sound theologian 
he would have known that perp·etuaJl grace is a divine 
preroga,tive. The richest man. or goverilmen~. on ea~h. 

would inevitably be brought to want were he. ,or it. to 
attempt a programme of giving wi.thout r.eceiving. such 
as Premier Aberhart 'proposes. There is an old Meth-

.odist saying which though no·t .scripture. is scriptural. 
to the effecl; that God is not impoverished by giving. nor 
enriched ,by withholding.· But ·pure grace such as ·Mr. 
Abel'hart proposed. would require infinite resources 
upon which to draw. In other words. grace argues in
finity. and infinity argues God. 

We do not know ,How 10l).g the Alberta fiasco will last. 
but sooner or later Mr. Aberhart will finish his course. ' 
and the peop·le will be disillusioned. and when that day 
co.mes then will ,be brought to pass that which is writ
ten elsewhere than in the Biblre: 

"Humpty-Dumpty sat on the wall. 
Humpty-Dumpty had a great fall; 
All the king's horses. and all the king's men. 
Could not put Humpty-Dumpty together again." 

Being neither la prophet. nor >the· son of a prophet. 
we refrain from giving the exact date of the fulfilment 
of the .above prophecy. 

A FEW SUGGESTIVE LETTERS 
Among many letters received re~ently we print the follow

ing. One is from ,a Toronto address. dated· August 27t~: 
"Dear Dr. ·Shields: 
"As a thank offering' to God for. your restoration to 

health and strength. I am enclosing herewith a postal 
money order for $10.00. which please use for THE GoSPEL 
WITNESS Fund. . ' 

"May God's rich ·blessing rest upon you in your great 
work. . .'. 

"Your{ sincerely. -'----_ ... 
This generous gift is all the mo.;re appreciated because· the 

donor is not a member of J·arvis ,st. Church. but is. however. 
a subscriber to THE 'GoSPEL WITNESS, ·and we suppose :(eels 
that the continuance of THE GOSPEL WITNESS was dependent 
upon the Editor's restoration to ,health. If it did not involve 
a personal element. we should !be disposed earnestly to exhort 
our readers to follow this brother's example. for THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS ,F~nd is always in need 0:( help. 

Another· letter is from Ottawa. We suppress the name 
and street address: 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 
August 26th. 1937 

"J·ust a line to let you knoW that we are pleased you 
are ,back in your pulpit again. We enclose $15.00 for 
the ,Seminary. . . 

From Mr. and Mrs ... _ ....... _._ ....... _._ .... 
A third letter comes from the Province of Quebec. and ad-

dres'sed ·to THE GOSPEL WITNESS reads as follows: . 
·"Dear Sirs: 

"Ple8iSe find enclosed $10.15. $2.00 for renewal of my 
subscription to THE GOSPEL WITNESS. The balance to 
hel.p the work of the Seminary. 

Mrs ...... _ .... _._._ .... _ .... _._ . .'· 
Another letter from the same town in Quebec reads as 

follows: 
"Dear Dr. Shields: . 
"I enclose a money order' for $5.00 for the Seminary 

:from an old lady to whom I pass on my GOSPEL WITNESS. 
She had seen your appeal for help. and although not in 
good circumstances she feels she would like to help. so I 
offered to forward it 'to you. Will you please acknow-
ledge receipt of it to Mrs. , .......... _ .... _ .... _ .... _ ........... . 

"I do than·k God that 'He has restored you to health 
again. to take up your great work for Him. 
. "'M·ay He ever bless you. . .. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Mrs .. :. .. _ .... _ ...................... .'. 

(C07Iti7l<U6d em :pGg8 i.) 
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Bible ·School Lesson Outiine 
, 

Vol. 1 3rd Quarter Lesson 37 September 12th, 1937 

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

!fEACHING . OF: CHRIST ON PRAYER AND SINCERITY 

L~sson Text: Luke 11. . 
Golden Text: "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 

shall find; knock, and it shall lbe. opened unto you."-
Luke 11:9. ' 

I. TEACHING THE DISCIPLES TO PRAY-verses 1-13. 
·The 'request of the disciples, "Lord, teach us' to ·pray";'was 

doubtless pleasing to the Saviour. He Himself had been 
praying and His face shone w.ith glory, while His life mani
fested' ,s~ch grace and truth (1 John 1:1,2), that the' disciples' 
yearned to explore the ·path of prayer, with their Master,as 
guide. 

,1. The Pattern of Prayer-verses 1-4. Compare Matt; 
6:9-13.. . ._ 

Christ did! not purpose to dictate the words which the 
.disciples should use in ,p~ayer, but He gave them ~ r~p~
sentative. prayer, one which would embody the malO pr1O
ciples of prayer. Christian .prayer should not be a formal 
exercise, but a 'spont~neo~s expression 9f t~e thou~hts of 
the heart in fell()wshIp WIth the Lord. It IS not lIke the 
pagan prayers, magic charms,' the spells of which would be 
broken df one word \yere added, omitted, or changed (Matt. 
6:7);. ' 

Prayer is possible Ibecause.Go~ is. our Fa~her (John. ~:12). 
He is not like a monarch 'WIthout mterest 10 th{! petItioner,. 
or like a pagan deity who ·must be propitiated. He knows 0\1r. 
need (Matt. 6:8), but bids us come and make ~ur reqd~sts 
known (Phil. 4:6). He seeks the means of ·pourmg bless10g 

... upon His children. ~ 
Prayer includes adoration, 'Worship, thanksgiving and .a, 

desire for the increase of the glory of 'God (verse 2), and,It 
also includes personal requests, arising from 'a sense of need 
'(verses 3 and 4). He bids us come to Him, .in full con~dence 
that every need will be supplied (Phil~ 4:19),:for He IS ~ble 
and willing to give bountifully (Eph. 3:20). ~e promI~es 
forgiveness 0:( sins to thol!,e who make' confessIon to HIm 
(1 John 1:9). 

2. Persistency in Prayer-vEirses 5-10. ,--, , 
Parables are -usually intended to convey a ..... particular lesson, 

and ,the meaning sbould not be strained to cover all the de
tails of the comparison. Our Lord is not reluctant to help, 
as was ,the hpst in 'the para:ble, who was unprepared, to meet 
the sudden demand; He is more willing to give than, we are 
to receive. The parable teaches the value. of persistent, im
portunate, earnest, believing prayer (J,as. 5;16; Luke 18:1-), 
III continued looking, to ,the 'Lord ,for bless1Og, but always 
in a spirit of submission. Notice the figures, used ,to denote 
the simplicity, and ddrectness of prayer-asking, (Jas. 4:3), 
seek.ing (Jer. 29':13), and knocking (Luke 13:25) .. God·heats 
the cry of those. who take Him at His word', (1 John 5: 
14, 15). 

3. T.he Promise of Prayer-verses ,11-13., . 
A human father, witli, all his faults, will yet give to 'his 

son the earthly provision he seeks, and not a harmful substi" 
tute. So surely will the heavenly Father give the Divine 
provision of the Holy Spirit to those who ask. At Pentecost, 
m: answer to believing prayer (Acts, 1:14), and, in accord
ance with, His promise (Luke 24:49; John 14:16, 17). the 
Holy SpirU was beStowed. Since that time He dwe)ls in 
the heart of every believer n' Cor. 6:19; 2 Cor. 13:5). 

r 
II. ACCUSING THE CRITICS OF IN'SINCERITY......:Verses 

14-36. ' 
1. The Critics Who Impugned His Motives-verses 14-28. ' 
Compare Matt. 12 :22-37, 43-45., , 
The miracles of Christ were beyond dispute. All that His 

critics could do was to charge Him with performing them 
by the power of Satan. Our Lord attempted to point out 
the unreasonableness of their oharge, which amounted to 

,attributing to ,Satan the destruction of hi-s own kingdom .. 
Again df their accusation were correct, ,Satanic ·power would 
I\)so S:Ccount for the exorcisms' practis!!d by many son!! of 
Israel who made money by driving out,Clemons (Acts 19:13). 

The fact that Satan's stronghold was bein'!" despoiled showed 
the superiority of the ~aviour's power. . 

These exorcists were really enemies of Christ, even though 
they seemed to ·perfor.m miracleS; for they did not act under 
His authority. A sam.ple of the incompleteness of their work 
is given in verses 24 to 26. They: might expel the demons 
from the body of a man' temporarily, ,but the evil spirits 

. were not vanquished, and might return with d-isastrous 
results. 

The people .marvelled at the wisdom with which our Lord 
answered His eneinies. His .. mother according to the flesh,. 
Mary, was indeed ",blessed among women" (Luke 1:28), but 
so ,are they who hea,r and obey the word of God (Luke 8: 
19-21). 

'2. The Critics Who Desired a Sign-verses ~9':36 .• 
'Compare M.att. 12:38-42. . 

To those who- demanded a sign from heaven (verse 16), 
our Saviour cited the sign of' Jonah saying that as Jonah 
was a sign to his generation in his 'preaching and in his 
marvellous deliverance so 'Would the Son of man be in His 
teaching, and in Hds resurrection (J'Ohn 20:30). Christ dis
closed their insincerity when He p()inted out that, although 
the sign was sufficient for believing hearts, yet th~y would ' 
not be convinced by His words or by His works (John 14:11), 
nor even by His resurrection (Luke 16:31). The Queen of 
Sheba who accepted the wisdom of -Solomon, and the heathen 
city of Nineveh which rbelieved the message of Jonah and 
repented, would, be wi~nesses against those who .thus o.penly 
rejected the claims 'Of Christ. 

The. true Light was shining, though they remained in 
darkness. (verses 33-36). If the people in a liouse are to 
move in the light, the lamp must be placed where it can 
be seen, ,and ell-Ch individual must have' g~ sight. The 
eye is the organ of the body fitted to receIve the rays of, 
light from without, and lwhen the eyes. focus properly, and 
are not diseased, one may ,take advantage of the light, and 
use 'arms, feet and the whole 'body to ad'Vanta~e; The heart' 
is the eye of-the soul (Matt. 6.;'21,22), and when if exhibits 
singleness and sincerity of purpose, being focused upon 
Christ, the .whole personality will ·be illumined (John 8:12). 
If the heart be insincere. and not ready to receive t}Ie light 
from above, darkness will reign. Christ Himself was the 
LigHt, shining clearly before them, but they saw not His 
beauty, for they loved darkness rather tl:tan light (John 1:5; 
3:19), and their evil hearts were filled .with unb'elief~ 

III. ACCUSING THE· PHARISEES OF INSINCERITY-
verses 37-44. \ 

Compare Matt. 23:13-35; Mark 12:38-40. 
The Pharisees were a religious sect, the members of which 

were m'Oral, zealous and self:denying. They observed scrupu
lously the ceremonies for ,outward cleansing (M'ark '7:2-4; 
Matt. 15:1-3), but foolishly showed no desire for 'inward 
purity. They were full of "hypocrisy and iniquity". Al
though they obeyed the law in some matters; they omitted 
"the weightier matters of the law", the principles of justice, 
love and faith. on which the law was 'based. They coveted 
the honours Of leadershi,p, without having the a:biLity to .!pay 
the price. They pretended to .have influence, 'but that influ
ence was not goo.d!; people became defiled through 'contact 
with these hypocrites ere they realized- it, as one might 
unconsciously step on a 'grave, and be defiled through' contact 
with a dead .body. . 

IV.-ACCUSING'THE LAWYERS OF INSINCERITY-,-
verses 45-54. . 

The lawyers or scribes were the writer~ who 'made copies of 
the Scriptures, kept recor«Js of the decisions of the rabbis, 
'the legends and! traditional commentaries on the law, and 
who claimed to be the authoritative reljg·ious leaders. 

Christ reproached them for enforcing the injunctions' and 
the law and their own traditions, without sympathy for the 
people. Pretending to be the keepers of the law, they. con
~tinued. the fanatical work ,begun by their f,athers, who had 
persecuted the prophets of God from Abel (Gen. 4:8), to, 
Zacharias (Zecha.rdah, 2 Chron. 24:20-22). Their guilt would 
be -punished. . 

'l'hese learned men, 'w'ho should have be'en teachers. knew 
not the wisdom of God themselves, and kept 'the .people -from 
receiving a knowledge of Him by obscuring the meaning of ' 
the law with their fanciful interpretations. The anger 'of the 
scribes and Pharisees proved that the charges Christ made 
against .them were true. . , ' 
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A FEW SUGGESTIVE LETTERS , In addition to. these letters, during the last few days the 
office received an undesignated gift from a lady in Toronto, 

(Conti .. ued from pa.g" 10) 

And This From Australia 
. "Dear Dr. Shields: 

of $10.00 a gift from a friend in Chicago, who said Jarvi.s 
St. and its work was next on his list to share in the Lord's 
money. He' sent $5.00. Other gifts to the Seminary includ
ed one of 75c, one from Quebec of $1.00, one from Montreal "Herewith my two dollars for another ten dollars' 

worth of THE GOGPEL, WITNESS. I wish I could pay what· 
it is worth'! Anyway, it is too good to miss. 

"We have been sorry to know that the Lord has al
lowed you to be laid aside for:a period. The new~ of y~u 
is good. He has His mysterious ways of prepanng ~lS 
,people for f.1rther fruitful-ness. 'Every branch that bear
eth fruit, He pU.rgeth it that it may bring forth more 
fruit': . , 

"May YOll soon be 'well to ,bring forth more fruit, and 
I may the ,Divine, which is the only, blessing rest 'u~n 

of $5.00, another of $10.QO, one from a Seminary graduate in 
New Y'Ork State, $2.00 and from an out-of-town'member a 
gift of $2.00. A gift to THE GoSPEL Wl'rNESS fund of $10.90 
came from a friend in England, and yet another from Eng
land, -of $1.00, Three other GOSPEL 'WITNESS gifts were ~s 
:fiollows: Flrom a Jarvis St. member, $1.00, from a friend In 
Bothwell, Ont., $5.00, and from a friend in Arrow Park, B.C., 
$1.00. A lady in Toronto sent :$5.00 for the work in Geral~
ton, and an anony,mous supporter sends $1.00 for tent work In I ' 

the North. . ' 
Jarvis St. ' , ' , , . We note the receipt of these amounts in the'heat of the 

'summer time, to show that many 0:( our friends do not forget 
the' work. We hope also that the reading of these' letters 
wiil ,be suggestive to a great many of our 'GOSPEL WITNESS 
friends .. 

"Heartiest Christian greetings, . 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 

" ,-

BOOKS BY- DR. "SHIELDS' 

THE GOSPEl:; . WITNESS 
130 Gerrard Street East 
Toronto, <;>nt. 

"Other Little S~ps" $1.50 

"The Most FamousTri~1 of Hi~tory" ;................................ .50 

"Th~ Qxford Group Movement A'nalyzed" ... : ............. . .05 

25 caples 1.00 , 
"The Hepburn· Government's Betrayal of Its Public 

Trust" (Separate School ,Address) ... ~ ....... ~ ................. : .10 

12 caples 1.00 

"The Roman Catholic Horseleach" .05 

12 caples .. 50 
I 

'Th~ Papacy--In the Light of Script~re" .1'0 

2.00 
" 

The Gospel W~tn~~s. published weekly. p~r annum 

ORDER FORM 

Please' find enclosed ......................... : .. : ........ ~ ... :::.: .......... : ........... :., ............. ~ .......... : ............................ : ... ~ ................ / ........... , ...... : ............... .. 

Name ..................................... , .. : ................................. :.: .... : ....... : ............................ : ..... , .. ; ............................................................. .. 

Address .............................................................. ,. ............... : ... : .. : ... : ........................................................................ ~.:~ ................ _ 

(If remitting by. cheque, add I 5 cents for ex~hange.) 
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