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“And the wedding was furnigshed with guests.”—Matt. 22:10.

. Those who. are familiar with his history must, I think,
regard Job as the most perfect merely human embodi-
ment of patience of which history has preserved any
record: We think of his name as representing the utmost
of physical pain, of mental anguish, and of spiritual con-
flict, that could be compressed into a single human life.
And yet when God answered Job out of the whirlwind,
He told him that when He laid the foundations of the
earth the “morning stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy”. Surely such music could never
have been designed to accompany the laying of the
foundations of some vast prison-house! God must have
some happy plan for a world whose birth was heralded
with such songs of triumph.

cord in the music of the morning stars. Somehow. or
another, it must be retuned to enable it to join harmon-
iously in the universal music. As a matter of fact, that
is the teaching of the whole Bible: ‘The purpose of God’s
communications with men is that He may give them
“beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness”. The end of
all our preaching is that men, by sovereign grace, shall
be brought to a place where “God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes

Christian service is not always easy. There are bur-
. dens to bear, hills to climb, difficulties to encounter,

enemies with whom we must do battle. Sometimes, in-
deed, we may have to stoop to hard and menial labour in
the ;carrying out of the divine programme. But who
would .object to any labour could he always keep in mind
that he is honoured by the great King in thus being per-
mitted to have a share in preparing for the bridal day?
We shall be able to endure the cross and despise the
shame, as did our Master, if only we keep our eyes upon
the joy that is set before us.

It never was designed that.
the dissonance of this planet should ultimately make dis--

The end of it all is summed up in this bne:f sentence
which I have read as a text. To this end we are all en-
gaged who are Christians. For this purpose all Chris-
tian enterprlses are initiated and maintained. For this, -
the gospel is preached : that the wedding may be furnish-
ed with guests. And in this parable we are assured that
it will be so. Notwithstanding all the obstacles that
were put in the way of the accomplishment of the King’s
purpose, our Lord declares that in the end the wedding
was furnished with guests. .If I could only give you that
text, and send you home with that assurance, I think it
would be well worth your while to have come. Let us
have done with all complaining, and with all mourning, as
believers. _In spite of all the difficulties of the time, let
us rejoice in this promise, that in the end, the wedding
will be furnished with guests, and the King will have
His way.

Now let us look at this parable of wihlch the sen'tence
I have read to you is the climax.

L.
And I begin with the remark that at first blush it would

- appear that IT OugHT To BE EAsy To FurNISH THE

WEDDING WITH ‘GUESTS. One might suppose that the
gospel would appear to every one to be good news, and
nothing but good news. One might reasonably expect

that the herald of the gospel and his message would be

everywhere welcomed. There must be some-strange
reason for the fact that difficulties are ever encountered
in the execution of this divine plan. One might expect
that it would be easy to secure guests, because the event
to which they were invited was a wedding. It was an
occasion of joy and gladness. This world has sorrow
enough, surely, without our deliberately attempting to
intensify it. - Personally, I never court the company, still
less the companionship, of long-faced, gloomy, people. I
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like, ;nyself, to walk on the sunny side of the street, and,
as they used to say in England, to put “the best side
toward London”. Why should not we do so?  Surely
there is no virtue in being gloomy, in adding to the
shades and shadows of life? When one is invited to a
wedding, especially when it is a wedding for which elab-
orate preparations have been made, and a wedding. which
is representative of the loving purposes of all who are
engaged therein, when one may reasonably expect that
it will be an occasion of general delight, one would expect
that an invitation to such a festive event would be wel-
comed by everyone who was fortunate enough to receive
it. I repeat, they malign and misrepresent the gospel
who suggest 'that it ever diminishes the joys of life. The
angel heralded the coming of Jesus as'a day of gladness:
“I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people”, while the multitude of the heavenly host sang
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men”. The gospel is good news, or it is nothing.
Therefore we who preach it ought to be able to preach
it with happy faces, with joy expressed in the very fones
, in which the gospel is proclaimed. It is described as “the

glorious gospel of the blessed God”, or it might be ren--

dered, “the glorious gospel of the happy God”; “In thy
presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore”., No wonder the religion of
Christ is a singing religion. It does teach a man to make
melody in his heart unto the Lord. If there are any
here this evening who have formed a contrary conception
of the function of Christianity, if you imagine that it
is designed to take the joy out of life, and to plunge
people into perpetual misery, then you have been
unfortunate in those who have represented- the gospel
to you. The gospel is a call to a wedding, to an occasion
of “joy unspeakable and full of glory”. One might ex-

" pect, I repeat, that such an invitation would be welcom-
ed and gladly accepted.

Furthermore, it was not only a wedding, but ¢ wedding
of great importance, a wedding in high places. Some-
times—I do not stop to read them very often—but some-
times as I turh the pages of the newspapers I get a
- glimpse of some happy bride, with a report of a “fash-
ionable wedding”—and oh, how the ladies love to display
themselves on such an occasion, and what glowing descrip-
tions are written of all that they wore, brides and brides-

maids! It was rather amusing to me—I did not know,

what it meant, and I do not know why it fastened itself
in my mind, but it just comes to my mind now—to read
an advertisement the other day: “Gloves for the bride,
four dollars; for the bridesmaids eight dollars”! I do
not know why, but I suppose they all have to put on some-
thing more than their Sunday best when going to a wed-
ding, especially if it be an important. wedding, when
people who are supposed to occupy exalted positions in
life, are numbered among the guests.

But oh, to be invited to the wedding of the King’s Son,
to receive a royal invitation! I never had one but once.
Once when I was in London during the War I was in-
vited to attend a certain place. I was not really invited,
but I received a communication “by royal command”, and
you may.be sure I was there. I was told what to wear,
and all the rest of it. What an extraordinary thing that
anyone should be averse to the reception of an invitation
to a royal wedding! Everyone who received any kind of
invitation to King George’s coronation, I think, somehow,
whispered it to the newspapers so that everyone should

know about it. They were not in the least ashamed at

. ‘being included. Seriously, my friends, the gospel pro-

poses to every recipient of its invitation a higher honour
than it is possible for any earthly potentate to confer.

There could not possibly be a greater honour than for
one to be summoned to attend in the presence of God,
and to go, not as a visitor, but prepared to stay. How
wonderful it is that we are invited to be guests of the
King of kings! Not less than that is the purport of the
gospel message.

There is still another reason why one might suppose
it would be easy to secure guests for the wedding. Every-
thing was already prepared. Said the king: “Behold, I
have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage”.
They were not invited to bring a present for the bride.
I dare say sometimes some of you have wished you had
not received an invitation to a wedding. Now be honest!
You have said: “I suppose I shall have to send some-
thing.” The lady said: “I suppose I shall have to get a
new dress”. Altogether, the acceptance of such an in-
vitation may have been quite a costly affair. But not
8o, this invitation. The intended guests were invited to
bring nothing but themselves. They were assured in
advance that no preparation was necessary; that every-
thing wan all ready for them. Oh, if the gospel were a
message summoning us to arduous toil, to incessant
labour, to a life that was little better than one of bond-
age—and how many people imagine it is! The Moham-
medan measuring his length in his pilgrimage to Mecca,
the Hindoo with his prayer wheel, poor benighted soul;
and others trying to pile up merit for themselves by the
mortification of the flesh, and the infliction of all kinds
of pain—if that were the religion of Christ, one might
even wish that he never had heard of it. But that is
not the gospel: the gospel is a message of grace. It
bids you come without anything. You do not need even to
get a new suit. The dress which you must wear is pre-
scribed and provided. Why, my dear fellow, there is no
tailor on earth who could make a suit that would be fit
to wear :in God’s presence! Worth of Paris could not
design a gown for you ladies that would do to wear in the
presence of the angels. Hence, salvation is all of grace
without an infinitesimal element of works in it. We do
well when we sing: _

“Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling.”

And to be invited to such a feast—one is tempted to
linger on it, but that is beside my subject for the
moment—to sit, not on terms of equality, but of super-
iority, with the denizens of that upper world, to be

honoured by God and the angels, and provided with all-

that the resources of grace can provide, and bidden come
to the marriage—one might suppose that such an invita-
tion would be received with great delight.

II.

Yet the parable tells us that THERE WAS GREAT DIFFI-
cULTY IN FURNISHING THE WEDDING WITH GUESTS.

When the servants of the king were sent out with the
invitation there were some who merely ignored it. They
did not even condescend to make an excuse. They made
no answer. They simply would not come. How graph-
ically descriptive that is of the spirit and attitide of a
great many people to-day, and in all the days that have
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gone! They utterly ignore religion. They have no in-
terest in it. They do not debate about it. They will not
discuss it. They will not come.
godless people there are, who make absolutely no response
to all the divine overtures!

" There were others who did condescend to listen. They
listened with a smile, a supercilious smile, with an air,
an attitude of superiority; but “they made light of it”:
“I beg your pardon!” “Would you come to church with
me?” “What?”’ *“I should like véry much if you would
come to church with me.,” “To church! Why, I never
go to church. I have no religion. It may be all right
for you, if you want it.” ‘“But have you never thought
of the:claims of religion upon you?” “No; not at all.”
That is a common attitude to-day. They “make light of
it”. | This is true of many young men, perhaps going
to university., £What a lot they can learn in a year
or two! They can .put more into their little heads in
that time than all the accumulated knowledge oft the ages.
Of course, it does not take long to fill a small vessel! 1

have met them by the hundreds. They make light of -

religion. They laugh at their father and mother, and at
everything religious. They do not argue about it: they
could not! They do not combat it, do not dispute about
these profound matters: but regard religion as an inter-
esting avocation for people who have nothing else to
occupy their minds. : . C
. I wonder are there any here to-night like that? The
first class are not here—they iwould not come. They
avoid all religious influences. But there are others who,
perhaps, at the request of a friend, accept an invitation
to go to church. But they say: ‘“You must not expect
that it will do me any good”; thus they make light of it.
Are there any such here this evening? Have you dared

to make light of the word of God? Have you dared to

scoff at divine communications?

“But they made light of if, and went their ways, one
to his farm, another to his merchandise.” In other
words, they .subordinated the all-important matter to
what ought to have been secondary considerations in life.
There was no sin in the man’s going to his farm, or to
his merchandise. But it was an evil thing to allow
either the farm or the merchandise to stand between
them and the king’s command. So do men allow their
minds to become preoccupied with temporal concerns.
Not necessarily with some outrageous wrong, perhaps
the thing may not be intrinsically wrong at all: its evil
consists in’this, that. it usurps the place which he su-
premely important matters of life should occupy. .It is
thus they make light of that which ought to command
their first attention.

And there were still others who were positively antag-
onistic, and displayed greal enmily toward the king and
his servants. I wonder, if you Christian workers have
sometimes bees a little discouraged, a little disheartened
when you have touched people who seemed to be posi-
tively the enemies of the gospel? They do not make light
of it: they attack you. You gave them an invitation, and
immediately their anger flamed. That has been so in
ages past. Men, for preaching this gospel, for deliver-

ing the King’s invitation to the wedding, have been .

burned at the stake. We thought we had passed that,
but they are likely to face the same thing in Germany,
in Italy, in Spain, and in Russia. Indeed, they are

facing it in all these places, and in our measure we face -

it here.
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I wonder if I may speak personally without your mis-
understanding. I am' sometimes almost amused when
somebody comes to me and tells me of some bitter thing
that has been said. I heard of a man of my name,
who was a minister of a certain church. He went to a
little village as pastor, and they had a reception for him.
All the denominations were represented. After they had
all made their complimentary speeches, the new minister
spoke. His name was Shields—I do not know where he
got it! And I have not the remotest idea where he came
from. But he began his address by saying that he want-
ed all that community to understand that he was no rela-
tion whatever to Dr. Shields of Toronto. We are mu-
tually satisfied, so far as that is concerned. What the
dear man had in his heart I do not know, and until some-
one whispered that story to me, I had not even heard of
the distinguished gentleman’s existence. I do not know
what he had against me. I do not think I am so hard
to get along with. Do you think so, you Jarvis Street
people? I have been here for a long time. Why do
people hate preachers of the gospel? I had a friend here

visiting me a few years ago on his way to Scotland. He . -

came from British Columbia, and while here he gave two
or three addresses. Later I got a letter from him, posted
at Quebec. It was written on the ship on his way down
the St. Lawrence. He said: “I am a passenger in a four-
berth cabin, and after we left Montreal I went to my
cabin, and found one of my. fellow-passengers unpacking
his grips. He said: ‘Well, I suppose we shall have to
behave ourselves on this trip. We have a padre in our
cabin.’ ‘Oh, is that so? Where does he ‘come from?
The man replied, ‘I think he comes from Calgary’.
‘Do you know anything about his church affiliations? ‘T
think he is an Episcopalian.” ‘Well now, you will have
to be doubly careful, because there are two of us.’ ‘Oh,
are you a preacher too? I said: ‘Yes’ ‘Are you a
Shieldsite?” ‘I do not know. Dr. Shields and I are
friends. We believe the same old Book, and preach the
same old ‘gospel, and I have just been at his church.
‘Oh, then’, said the other, ‘you will get along with this
other man, for he is an out-and-out Shieldsite’.” I do
not know who he was. )

Well, that is a personal matter. But what I mean is
this, that any individual, or any church that will stand
uncompromisingly for the old gospel in our day, will
incur the enmity of natural meh. And people who have
never seen you, or talked with you, will be angry, and
hate you. They took these servants and “entreated them
spitefully, and slew them”. You teachers experience
something of ‘this when you go visiting. Generally, you
are welcomed ‘as you seek the welfare of the little chil-
dren. Sometimes you meet those who will not come.
Sometimes you meet those who make light of your gos-
pel; but sometimes you meet those who slam the door in
your face after they have almost cursed you. Yes; there
is in the carnal heart, a bitter, natural, antagonism to the
gospel, notwithstanding its glorious programme.

III.

We must therefore face the faet borne out by the
‘parable, that THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO RECEIVE
THE INVITATION OF THE GOSPEL, WHO WILL Nor CoME
To THE WEDDING. There are many invited who never
come. They do not cross the threshold of the King’s
palace; they never become guests at the wedding, not-
withstanding the King’s invitation to them. Howeéver
you may choose to try to explain it, the faet is, there are
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people who will not obey the gospel. “They have not all
. obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath be-
lieved our report?”’ So you must not be downhearted if
some do not come the first time, nor the hundredth time
you invite them. You must not be discouraged if there
are some who refuse to come at all. The Bible tells us
there will be some, and that, notwithstanding they have
been invited by many different servants. I read that the
other day, and I found great comfort in it. Sometimes
if we preach, and people do not receive our gospel, we say,
“Perhaps if someone else were to preach they would hear.
- If somebody else invited them, they would come.” Have
you not felt like that sometimes?
tried—and tried—and tried a hundred times and failed,
you have said, “It must be my fault”. Not necessarily so,
my dear friend, for the king sent “other servants”—and

E other servants—and other servants, but they all received

the same treatmént. There were some who would not
come. There are men who have gone to perdition under
the preaching of D. L. Moody, and C. H. Spurgeon, and
the mightiest witnesses that the God of grace ever had.
They steeled their hearts -against the gospel,r and did
not come to the wedding. Do not blame the preacher;
it may not be his fault. It is his fault if he does not
give you the message of the gospel. But however stam-
meringly he proclaims it, if he preaches the gospel of
grace, and bids you come to Christ, that is the measure
of his responsibility: the rest is yours. They would not
come in spite of the many invitations. :
Sometimes if the government has an important com-
munication to send to anyone, they send it by registered
mail. They have a way of knowing whether you received
your tax bill or not. You cannot say, “I am sorry; I
" did not know.” You did know. They have proof that
you had your bill.
The other day a policeman called to see me.. I was
out in the garden. He came out with a bundle of blue
papers in his hand. He said, “Are you Dr. Shields?” I

said, “Yes.” He said: /“I_have something for you—a
summons.”  “Oh,” I said, “What have I been doing
now?” “Speeding on Parkway Avenue,” -“How fast

was I going?” He told me, and told me the time. Then
I said: “I wish it were true. I have been shut up to this
house and lot for about four months.” “You have!”
“Yes; and my car is in. the garage and has been there
all the time, unless some ghost had it out.”

When God demands a settlement of your account He
is not content to send one preacher, or one witness: He
sends His prophets, “rising up early and sending them”.
“But that does not make any difference?” Does it not?
You will find out whether or not it makes any difference.
I do not believe any man or woman ever received an in-
vitation to come to Jesus Christ in this world, that it
has not been writteri down by God’s angels; and for every
such opportunity. every one of us must give account some
day. “Their line is gone out through all the earth, and
their words to the end of the world.” . God has His wit-
nesses, and He knows whether or not we were invited to
the wedding. We cannot plead that we did not know.

The king accepted the spiteful treatment accorded to

his messengers as though it had been offered to himself. .

That is what the Lord Jesus Christ said: “He that re-
ceiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiv-
eth him that sent me.” It is unimportant whether you
know my name or not. If you are here and unconverted,
- God knows your name, and the treatment you accord the
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And when - you have .

message of bhé gospel He will regard 48 having been
offered to Himself.

What followed? Ah, there came o day of judgment
for oll those who would not come to the wedding. They
refused to come to the wedding; they elected instead to
go to their own destruction! Do not let us forget that
aspect of the gospel. I affirm, on the authority of God’s
Word, that the gospel is “the savour of death unto death”,
or “the savour of life unto life”. ' To every one that
hears it, it will save us to glory, or will it add to our
condemnation at last when God opens His books. |

- IV,

And .now hear this simply, and finally: NOTWITH-
STANDING ALL, “THE WEDDING WAS FURNISHED WITH
GUESTS”. I long ago wearied of those who speak as
though the gospel were on trial. I have heard so much

of it, I cannot listen to it with patience any more, that

unless—unless—unless we do certain things Christianity
will be discredited. We were told during the War how

. we should have to shape our course, or else the soldiers
- would not accept the gospel.

Hence Mr. Professor “re-
states” the gospel to meet the popular taste. Poor silly
professor, you cannot make the work of God acceptable
to men. Only God can do that. Whether men like it or
not, God will not change His gospel.

But let me sound this triumphant note: the Master
Whom I represent cannot be defeated. The cross of my
Lord Jesus Christ was not erected at the place called
Calvary in vain. He did not count down the precious
ruby drops as the price of our redemption, ultimately to
be robbed of that which He purchased with His own
iblood. -No, no! the gospel, the whole scheme of redemp-
tion is no experiment: it is the revelation of the eternal
purpose of a sovereign God: “The kingdom of heaven is
like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his
son.”
set, and the marriage was performed, and “the wedding
was furnished with guests”, in spite of all opposition.

There were no hope for the gospel ‘if its ultimate suc-
cess were conditioned upon the caprice of the human will.

-But it is not. The Lamb was slain from before the

foundation of the world. It is. written: “He shall see
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.” The
wedding shall be furnished with guests; and if you do
not come, someone else will, but the guests will be there.
There will not be a vacant chair at the table. Of all the
many- mansions in the Father’s house, you will' never
find a sign ‘“to let” in one of the windows. They will all
be occupied. When the number of His elect is aceom-
plished the wedding shall be furnished with guests. There
is no doubt about that. So cheer up, we are on the win-
ning side. Others may try-and fail; we shall succeed:
the wedding shall be furnished with guests. The ‘pro-
vigions will not be allowed to go to waste. The unsearch-
able riches of -Christ will be utilized. The provisions of
grace will enrich somebody; beyond any doubt, the wed-
ding shall be furnished with guests.

The king could not allow his son to be dishonoured by
the absence of all the guests. How terrible that would
have been had the marriage day dawned at last with all
the attendants. there, while all the guests had insulted

‘the king by refusing his invitation, and thus done dis-

honour to his son! “No,” said the king, “my son shall
not be dishonoured thus. The wedding shall be, must

That is what it is. And the marriage day was.
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be, furnished with guests.” So will it be when at last
God’s purposes are complete. There will be before the
throne a “great multitude which no man could number,
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues”—
all washed in the blood, all saved with an everlasting
salvation, every one of them without fault before the

throne of God, when the wedding is furnished with

guests.
Jesus will be honoured.

Do not make any mistake about it, the Lord
It was for that He came. He

“took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in

the likeness of men: and being found-in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross”—Listen!—“Wherefore”—by
virtue of His death, and the provision of grace made
thereby—*“Wherefore ‘God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is above every name: that
at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father”—every tongue—
every tongue—your tongue! You shall glorify His
mercy, or His justice, one or the other. Every tongue
shall thus make its contribution to the glory of God.

He was determined, and he inspired his servants with
his own determination. He said to his servants: “You
have been denied a number of times. Now then, go out
into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to
the marriage.” / .

I know there are .some people too cléver to be Chris-
tians! ' I know there are some who think they are too
good to be Christians; and some who are too busy. . I
know a multitude are preoccupied, and will- not 'receive
our message. But thank God, there will always be ‘some
who ‘will receive it. Out into the highways must we go
and press the claims of the gospel upon those who have
need of Christ. And the poorer they are, and the more
sinful I suppose the more likely they will be to feel their
And so at last, by
the determination of the King, and the persistent efforts
of His servants, at His command, by the goings of His

. Spirit upon their own hearts, at last they came, countless

thousands, until every seat was occupied, and the wedding
was furnished with guests, and the wedding feast went
on. :

Oh, my dear friends, let us rejoice that the gospel is
bound to triumph. The Lord Jesus will have His bride,
He wills it so, and the wedding shall be furnished with

" guests.

If you are a (Christian rejoice in it. " If you are
not a Christian, I beg of you, be among those whom the
servanis meet in the highways of life. Whatever your
status, come to the marriage, come to the wedding. Let
grace triumph. Yield to Him now. “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shall be saved.”

Let us pray:

O Lord, we thank Thee that we go not a warfare at our
own charges. The gospel is not the power of man unto. salva-
tion, but the power of God. It is made effectual by the ener-
gising ministry of the Holy Ghost. Make Thy word effectual
iélht'h?; experience of any who came into this place without

rist. .

May- those of us who are Thy people, feel something of its
sanctifying power as once again we rejoice in the assurance
of the ultimate conquest, and the gloriously complete victory,
and the everlasting reign of Him Who is-the King of kings

‘and Lord of lords! For His name’s sake we ask it, Amen,

\

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES

SHENSTONE MEMORIAL, BRANTFORD-—Rev. A. C.
Whitcombe. This has been a very busy summer. We con-
ducted a Summer School for boys and girls under fourteen
yvears of age during the last two weeks of July. The enrol-
ment reached the two hundred mark. The average attend-
ance for -the last week was in the neighbourhood of one hun-
dred and fifty. -Seventeen different churches were represent-
ed in our school. The enrolment cards show that a number do
not attend any Sunday-school, and these will be prospects for
our ‘Sunday-school when we begin the Fall work.

The School met for two hours every morning except Sat-
urday and Sunday, to follow a carefully prepared programme.
After our opening hymn and prayer, we divided into three
groups according to age, for periods -of Bible study and
Scripture memorization, after which there-followed music,
hymn singing, sometimes another story, a recreation period,
and a work period. During this period the younger children
coloured pictures or cut ‘and pasted. One class of boys made
scrap-books which afterward went to the Brantford Sani-
torium. The girls sewed, and the older boys made small
wooden things. On the final night the parents were invited
to hear the songs and hymns and memory work, and fo see
the work:done by ‘the boys and girls.

We have benefited in three ways from this school. Fil:st,
we had the opportunity of teaching many children the Serip-
ture and the gospel. Secondly, we have impressed upon their

-~ parents our interest in the children, and they appreciate it.

Thirdly, the church has made a contact with homes hereto-
fore untouched by it. It might be added that some children
have already come to our Bible School who were not coming -

before, and we have hopes of reaching others very soon. :

Since the middle of June we have had conversions and
baptisms frequently. In three months we shall have had
more than a dozen additions to the church, eleven of them by
baptism. We all rejoice because of these blessings and pray
that they may continue and increase.

TENT MEETINGS IN THE EAST-—“Since last writing
concerning the tent, we have had a three weeks’ campaign -
about four miles south -of Cumberland. There a goodly num-
ber attended the meetings every night, and twelve made
public profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Besides
these, there were some who privately confessed Christ. For
these precious souls we are rejoicing exceedingly and glory-
ing in the power of Christ. Rev. James Hall, Rev. L. Hisey
and Pastor H. G. Hindry did the preaching.

“The tent has now been moved across to .Silver Creek,
which is situated between Thurso and Buckingham, a little
to the North. We have had services theré all of the past
week and expect to carry on another week or more. God
has richly blessed in many ways. The attendance has been
splendid. We have seventy-six chairs in the tent and each
night there have been but three or four'empty.

“God has graciously supplied all our needs. We had a little
difficulty in finding transportation for the tent. Then we heard
of a certain man trucking cord wood across the river to Cum-
berland. We mentioned the matter-to him, and he gladly
accepted the task. And though it meant delay in hi§ own work,
he refused to accept any remuneration. We also had difficulty
in providing suitable music. We had borrowed a portable
organ but found it not very satisfactory, so announced at

. the tent that we should appreciate the loan of a piano. At

.the close of the service the man who operates a dance

pavilion offered to place a piano in the tent for our use. So
we had transportation and music from God’s hand.” .
N H. G. HINDRY.

SARNIA TENT MEETINGS—Since the first of July meet-
ings have been carried on in Sarnia night in a tent,
under the leadership of the Courtright and Wilkesport
Churches. During that time some fifty have publicly con-
fessed Christ as Saviour, and the meetings are continuing
throughout August. During these meetings a number of
people have been brought together in this common cause
of proclaiming the gospel' of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it .
is expected that a permanent work will be established. The
brethren are seeking a suitable building and will appreciate
the prayers of God’s people that as they go, step by step,
the Lord will open up the way. -
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THE SEMINARY AT WORK

Those who are closest to the Seminary know best the value.of the summer
“holidays”, which are not holidays but 'workmg days when students pmctzse

what they have learwed in school.

There i3 no greater ‘joy for a teacher

"than to welcome back the erstwhile raw recruit a,fter the first summer’s cam-
paign, not yet a seasoned veteran, but with the joy of battle in his eye, and
the first signs of coming maturity in the greal and glorious ministry of tha

Gospel

As the end of the summer now approaches, we share with our readers

a few of the reports of student activities thatl are begmnmg to come in.—W.S.W.

THE GOSPEL TENT- AT KAPUSKASING

The large Gospel Tent is now set up in Kapuskasing.
Pastor Brackstone secured a central-location for the tent.

‘The whole town has been canvassed from door to door,

and for two weeks a faithful band have been joining to-
gether in prayer; and in the atmosphere created by
prayer they have all been labouring with healthy and vig-
orous spirit.

Pastor.Slade of Timmins who is directing the cam-
paign in Kapuskasing writes: “We all turned out to
the open-air meeting Saturday evening. The crowd
was not, large, but a goodly number listened with rapt
attention. Sunhday meetings were encouraging. We
had nearly sixty in the tent at night, and one woman
came forward for baptism. We all felt that God was

- speaking in the meeting; and it cheered our hearts to
see a group of young men enter the tent.”

Students, Cook and Slade have been holding_ meetings
in the mornings for the children. Beginning with an
enrolment of slightly more than forty, they have had
as many as fifty-seven present at some meetings. They
report that the children are more eager to learn than
any others they have worked with in'the North.

Pastor Robert Guthrie of London also preached sev- .

eral times in the tent, and is enthusiastic aIbout the
work in the North.

AMONG PIONEERS IN THE NORTH

The young men spent several days visiting in a rural
Protestant settlement that is surrounded on every side
by Roman Catholics. They found the direst poverty
prevailing in ‘the most primitive pioneer conditions.
In every home they left a portion of Scripture and had
reading and prayer. In many of these homes they had
Jnever had a minister do thls Ibefore, and seemed deeply
appreciative.

A meetmg was anhounced, and about twenty people,

gathered in one of the homes to listen to Pastor
Wellington’s message. When the invitation was given
to accept Christ; one man unhesitatingly stepped for-
ward. “In this,” the young men write, “we all rejoiced,
knowing that our trip was more than worthwhile.”

‘We invite our readers to pray very -earnestly for this
difficult work. If we were to begin to tell of the prob-
lems and trials that have beset the workers in the North
we should soon exhaust the entire space in this paper.
In Kirkland Lake, for example, the ground was so
rocky that it was necessary in some places to use a
steel drill to make a hole for the wooden tent pegs,

while in Val 'Or the ground was so soft that the pegs

were blown out of the ground. The car and trailer
have been over roads that are so bad that the Motor
League does not give out any reports- on them. This

_at any time.

summer hds been unusually wet in the North and this
has not only kept the people away but has brought out
the mosquitoes and the flies for which the North is justly
famous. But'the greatest difficulty of all has been the
hardness of men’s hearts, as hard as the rock they
work in. But God can break in pieces the rock.

PASTOR JOHN BOYD AT SUDBURY

‘Mr. Boyd reports that they have had some encourage-
ment at Sudbury. He writes: “Our attempt to get
more children by chartering a bus to two distant sec-
tions of the city has resulted in our getting between
thirty and forty new Sunday-school scholars, and has
given good openings into quite a number of homes.
Our great need is teachers to enable us to do a simi-

lar thing in another neglected part of the city. Thig
need has been'met in part, but it is still urgent,
and it is very difficult to.handle extra children. We

have the children stay for morning service, but let the
little ones have a short recess during the opening
exercises of the service, and then file in for one hymn
and the sermon.

We had a baptismal service last night, when two
young people were baptized. We combined the baptis-
mal service with the Black Lake meeting, and had the
privilege of bearing a good testimony by the lake shore.
I expect that others will follow the example of these
two, and be baptlzed before long.

1Some progress is being made at Levack although it
is difficult to work at such a distance. There is a need
for some intensive work there, and I earnestly pray that
the Lord will make it possible for us to devote more time
and labour to it without neglecting the work here in Sud-
bury. ' I do not know what we shall do when Mr. Tomp-
kins goes back to school, but I am persuaded that the
Lord will make some provision for our continuing to go.

on in this work which must advance.”

FRENCH WORK

A cosmopolitan church in-a cosmopolitan town, the
Timmins church has caught the vision of the need of
foreign missionary work at home. For the last two
years our former student-professor of Frénch, Mr. F.
M. Buhler, has been invited by them to preach in
French over the radio. A letter of recent date reports
as follows: ‘

“I was very glad to’ discover that the contacts which I had
made last year would be a great asset in the work. In the.
home where I used to have meetings last year, we have had
an average of two meetings a week., There are always about .
ten or twelve people there. Through those visits, I come into _
contact with other people. Last night, I had a meeting of
eleven people in the home of people that I had met at the
other place. Meetings are very informal and may be held
Sunday, we had a meeting after the evening




August 26, 1937

THE GOSPEL WITNESS

S (131) 7

service. The previous Sunday we had a meeting after the
communion service in the church. They consist in discussion,
Bible reading and prayer; often a great number of ques-
* tions are asked, which I endeavour to answer by a Scrip-
ture passage, in order to make them feel that I speak, not
of myself, but that the Word of God is my authority. They
express their appreciation in very strange ways. A dear old
man said to me the other night, ‘Thank you very much for
your interest in me and your explanations, I feel like saying
a prayer for you.’ .

“As far as the radio ministry is concerned, I do not know
how many people we reach. Contrarily to what we did last
year, I have my broadcasts from the studio, twenty minutes
in the morning and fifteen at night. Thus, I ecan be much
more at ease; I can make myself right at home. In a way,
I am glad that television is not yet in general use, for when
I preach in the studio, where it is very warm, I take off my
coat, and for the last two Sundays I took off my collar and
tie and went right to it. Two weeks ago I had my first
funeral service in French,”

Our hearts rejoice in this great work. Let us pray
that the increase of the Lord may be given to it. We
have often wondered why the French Roman Catholic
hierarchy. in Quebec exhibits such anxiety over the
threatened inroads of Communism into its flock, while
it treats Protestantism with light disdain.
church’s attitude in this matter is to be explained, in
part at least, by the fact that it knows which enemy
. is the more active. We may be sure that there will
be much opposition to preaching the Gospel in French

to Roman Catholics, but we may rest assured that it is

‘still the power of God unto salvation.

~

J/

FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE

Miss Leila Boyd, a graduate of this last year, is rlxow
in Sudbury assisting her brother
Church there. She writes:

“Visitation forms the chief part of my work here.

The new venture of hiring. buses to run into sections of
_ the city where no work is being carried on necessitated
the canvassing of these districts. Experience at Jarvis
* Street Sunday School was a good preparation for this
arduous task, but some conditions peculiar to the North
made it almost new work to me. It is some time before
one learns how to make a worth-while contact when one
must speak through an intenpreter, frequently one of the
children of the house; concerning things of which the
child has no former knowledge. This one must often do
in order to .obtain permission to enroll the child.
“Other contacts are made and visited regularly. The
seed is thus sown, where one cannot expect any immedi-
ate results in connection with the public services, but in
this way many are reiached who would otherwise know
nothing of the way of life.
. “Perhaps the most difficult and yet the neediest part
of my work is the opportunity of saying a few words
and quoting a few verses in French at the open-air meet-
ing. How I wish that the burden of so many souls was
more heavily upon my own heart and upon the hearts
of those yet in'the Seminary that there might be men
who would fit themselves to preach the Gospel .in French!”

EMMANUEL CHURCH, VERDUN

Mr.-John Paterson who is student-pastor of the Ver-
dun Church for the summer months gives the following
report of the work there: .

“The people at Emmanuel Church, Verdun, are all
anxious that men and women, boys and girls should aec-

_join together for Union Services.

The

in  the work of the -

cept Jesus Christ as personal Saviour.” The prayer meet-
ings which have been carried on right through the sum-
mer months show that, for they have been well attended
*by young and old. The Church services and Bible school
have continued well with an average attendance of fifty—
more than some of the larger churches in the city which
There are young
people in the congregation who manifest that they are
being moved by the preaching of the Word. We are
praying much for them.”

In addition to this splendid report from a live church,
Mr. Paterson also had the privilege of preaching at sev-
eral different points in the Prairie provinces, while visit-
ing his brother there. ' :

THE HOME GUARD

. “While other soldiers of the Cross have been fighting
its battles in other fields, the ‘Toronto Home Guard’ has
been carrying on important functions here in the city.
Not the least of these is the weekly Tuesday night meet-
ing at Yonge Street Mission. The congregation at the
Mission usually number from twenty to forty on- week-
nights, and we feel that an important witness is being
exercised here.” :

A FINE EXAMPLE

Early this month we received a letter from the Pastor
of a Baptist church in Michigan. A cheque for $25.00,
as a contribution to the Seminary, was enclosed, This,
coming from a church and pastor beyond the bounds of
our own Convention, is greatly appreciated. There are
other churches in the’United States that contribute to °
the Seminary; and we are most grateful for the help these
brethren afford.

We publish this letter in the hope -tha:t it may induce
others to do likewise: '

' . August 2, 1937.
“Rev T. T. Shields,.DD,,
Jarvis Street Baptist Church,
“Toronto, Canada.

“My dear brother: :

“For some considerable time I have longed to have this
Church do a little to hielp along the work of the Seminary, but
not until last week was I able to get away to bring it to pass.
Here it is at last, just a small amount. R B

“] have attended two of your convention meetings, one with

McGinlay in London while you were in England, and the other
last fall at Jarvis Street. At these meetings I noted the

_ calibre of the young men who are trained at your Seminary -

and I have been more than delighted with their knowledge of
the Word, and their ability to preach the same. - ,

“I am happy to know that you are back to your great
work again. Thanks be to God for your recovery for which
I daily prayed. I shall now pray that you may be kept in
the best of health to,carry on for years according to His will.

“] still enjoy THE GOSPEL WITNESS. After all-my work
was done last night I read your sermon on “The Blood-
Token”. Your sermons are a great help to me. I wish now
I could have heard you preach thirty years ago.
~ “I have several volumes of Spurgeon’s Sermons on my
shelves. Last week I read two of his on the same text from
Exodus twelve. They are great.

“Much love to you and yours. Please give my greeting to
Deacon and Brother Hyde whom I dearly love. He was more
than kind to me last fall while attending the convention.

“Yours cordially, .
. “Signed —
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 Bible School Lesson Outline

Vol. 1 "3rd Quarter

OLIVE L. CLARK, Ph.D. (Tor.)

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Lesson Text: Luke 10.

Golden Text: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with-all thy strength,
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.”
—Luke 10:27,

I. The Seventy Messengers Sent Forth—verses 1-16.

Since the harvest was great, and the labourers few, Christ
sent forth seventy messengers, in addition to the twelve
disciples (Chapter 9:1-6), to prepare the hearts of the people
for His personal visit to each place. The instructions given
to the seventy suggest practical hints for spreading the
.Gospel message in our own day. .

1. The need of the people is great (verse 2).

2. The Lord must send the messengers (Rom. 10:15).

3. House-to-house evangelism is effective, .

4. For mutual support, and for a stronger testimony, two
can work together to advantage. ‘

5. Opposition is to be expected. .

6. They were eéxhorted to go in confidence, just as they
were assured that the Lord would provide.

7. The seventy were told not to salute people on the road,
sinée the Eastern salutations were long, and time must not
be wasted in idle. ceremonies. They were to go as men bound
on a solemn mission. )

8. The message will not be without efficacy. Those ready
to receive it will have blessing; those not ready will find
that thé solemn proclamation and the ambassador’s symbolic
act -of shaking tﬁe dust from his shoes, will be a testimony
against them, J . ]

9. Neither message nor messenger can be slighted without
dangerous consequences (verse 16). . .

As warning to other cities not to be inhospitable to the
truth, Christ pronounced judgment against some of those
whose period of probation was past—Chorazin, Bethsaida
and Capernaum (see Matt. 11:20-24). ]

‘Chorazin, a town-about 12 miles from Capernaum, is not
mentioned by name in connection with our Lord’s ministry.
We know that Bethsaida, the city of Philip, had witnessed
the healing of the blind man (Mark 8:22-26), and the feeding
of the five thousand (Luke 9:10-17). Christ had made
Capernaum His home after leaving Nazareth, calling it His
“own city” (Matt. 9:1). <Capernaum was thus the centre
of His rich ministry in Galilee. e he
Divine favour, it would suffer the deepest humiliation.

II. The Seventy Messengers Encouraged—verses 17-24,

The harvest, the time of reaping, is always a time of joy
(Isa. 9:3; Psa. 126:5, 6; 1 Thess. 2:19). While the mes-
sengers rejoiced that the demons were -suffering defeat,
Christ rejoiced that their chieftain, Satan, would be over-
thrown (Isa. 14: 12-19; Rev. 12: 8, 9). His fall would re-
semble the lightning in the suddenness with which its
dazzling brilliance is extinguished. Even serpents and
scorpions, agents which Satan might use to hurt the Lord’s
messengers, would be subject unto them. Yet their chief
source of rejoicing, and the ground of their hope and assur-
ance, must ever be their personal salvation. To be used
of God gives no ground for boasting (1 Cor. 1: 26-31; Gal.
6:14); by His grace we are privileged to give the message
of salvation to others, -

As the seventy rejoiced, so also did their Master. These
matters had been committed, not to men of earthly wisdom,
but to simple fishermen, whose hearts had been touched.
They were the instruments to be used in His mighty work.
While the Son alone could know the Father in His perfec-
tion, God had decreed that He and -His Son should be re-

vealed to those of child-like faith (Matt. 18:3).- Someone has

said: “To pride of knowledge, blindness is the answer; to
that simplicity of heart which wishes truth, revelation”. To
know Him is to have eternal life (John 17:3). .

The disciples seem not to have aporeciated fully the privi-
lege which was theirs of beholding the wonders of the grace
of God in Christ (verses 28, 24). '
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III. The Good Samaritan—verses 25-37. ¢

The lawyer who wished to test the Master (Matt. 22:
34-40; Mark 12: 28-34), proud of his own wisdom and 'attain-
ments, evidently thought of salvation as an inheritance to
be won by good deeds. Yet, the first great commandment,
and ‘the second, like unto it, together summarize the teach-
ing of the law that the way of life is the way of love, love
to God, and love to man. The heart, in Scripture, represents

- the .whole inner personality (Prov. 4:28); the soul, the pow-

ers of feeling; the strength indicates the might, or will, the
mind, the intellectual powers, If the lawyer should love
God with his whole heart, soul, strength and mind, and his
neighbour as himself, he would surely be saved.

One would expect that an acknowledgment of this high
and holy standard of life would bring about a feeling of
self-condemnation; that he would have asked how such love
is to be obtained. He did not abhor himself (Job 42:6), but
desired to justify himself, excusing himself for not obeying
the law by discussing a technical question, defining the word
“neighbour”. Christ gave a parable condemmning all self-
righteous ones who say, but do not (Matt. 23: 3), and justify-
ing those who obey the spirit of the law, though they may
be ignorant of its letter. L. ’

The priest was utterly indifferent, not sufficiently inter-
ested to find out whether the wounded man was dead or
alive. The Levite was knowingly cruel, seeing the need, yet

" refusing to help. The Samaritans were a part-Gentile peo-
.ple, separated from the Jews by a great national hatred

(John 4:9). The Jewish leaders would not think of showing
a neighbourly spirit to the Samaritans; still less would they
give them credit for a display of kindness. The Samaritan
was journeying, and might have been excused on that
ground, but he went immediately to the wounded. man, using
his own supf)lies of oil and the wine, thé grape juice which
every traveller in the East carried, and which was in general
use because of the scarcity of pure water. The money left
with the host amounted to about 30 cents according to our
reckoning, a sufficient provision in those days.

The parable of the good '‘Samaritan does not teach that
one can be saved by tper.t‘orming deeds of kindness; only “the
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man” (Titus
It illustrates the -Gospel, however, and
teachers may use it to point out the ravages of sin, robbing
man of all that is worth while, wounding him, and leaving
him ‘helpless; the failure of law or ceremony to rescue; the
compassion of Christ Who came where. we were, stooped
down, saved us, put us in His own place, heals our every
wound, and provides for our needs. :

IV. Martha and Mary-—verses 38-42,

Martha, Mary and Lazarus lived in the village of Bethany
(John 11:1), which is about five miles from Jerusalem, but
much farther from Galilee, the scene of the evangelistic tour
recorded in these chapters. It may be that the incident
occurred during a short visit to Jerusalem which Christ
seems to have made at about this time (John 10:22). The
two sisters, both beloved by Christ (John 11:5), but con-
trasted in character, form an interesting study.

Martha, as hostess, received (Christ into her home, but
did not display the same considerate regard for His wishes
as did her sister. “I seek not yours, but you” (2 Cor. 12:14),
depicts the attitude of Paul, and also of Paul’s Master.
Mary had evidently performed her-share of the household
duties, then also sat at Jesus’ feet to listen and to learn of
Him (Matt. 11:29).

Martha was distracted, her energies dissipated by “much
serving”, a true indication that her activity was not under
the direction of her Lord. In her mervous excitement and
irritability, she forgot the courtesy due to Christ as friend
and guest, and began to reproach Him for Mary’s seeming
lack of sympathy. Jesus loved her; He was sorry to see
her burdened, and repeating her name tenderly, showed her
that her distress was unnecessary, and displeasing to Him
(Phil. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:7).

“Thou art anxious and troubled about many things: but
one thing is needful.” To serve Christ was not as essential
as to be served by Him. Mary had chosen the “good part”,
the place of honour at the feast, which was hers at that
time, and which. is still ascribed to her as we read the
account of her humble devotion. She received Him, and also
sat at His feet. " Those who yield Him honour as guest, find
their position in relation to Him reversed. He becomes the
host, and honours as guest the one who has received Him.




