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m~t ,J~rut!1 o~trttt ,uIptt 
WHEN A ONE-TIME TENANT OF THE GRAVE WENT TO CHURCH 0 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T~ T. Shields 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Chur.ch, Toronto 

(Stenographi~ally Reported) 

"Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he ;was there: and they came not 
for Jesus' sake only, ,but that they might ,see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from 
the dead. , 

"But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death: 
"Because that ~y reason of him many of the Jews went away, and ,believed on 

Jesus."-John 12:9-11. 

9alvary alone excepted, there are few places men
tioned in the Word of God more attractive to the 
devoted believer than Bethany. This was the place to 
whi~h our Lord frequently, of choice, resorted; and 
with the loved friends who -made their home in Bethany 
He found fellowship, and, I think we may reverently 
say, comfort, too. -So I desire you to come to Bethany 
for a l,ittle while this morning, that we may think of 
this scene described in the chapter which we have 
read, and'very particularly of, him who had been the 
subject of the gracious power of our Lord, and of 
whom it is said that his presence brought the people 
to Bethany. -

\ I. 

That is my first ob~ervatioll, that, strange as it' may 
seem, THE PRESENCE OF 'LAZARUS IN BETHANY SUP
PLEMENTED THE ATTRACTION OF OUR LoRD JESUS HIMSELF, 
if indeed Infinity can be augmented. There' was 80me

'thing about Christ which attracted people to Him; 
wherever He went the multitudes thronged Him; and 
even when He sought leisure they outran Him, anti
cipated liis coming, and gathered in great crowds ion 
the wilderness. When quietly He made His way to 
the house, of a friend, 'somehow or another the people 
found it out, and it was said He could not be hid. He 
was a veritaJble magnet; He gathered the people to 
Himself; wherever He went the multitudes assembled. 
And it is still true that the spiritual presence of our 
Lord is an irresistible attraction. He is not ,present 
in physical form, but H~ has given us His word of 
promi,se, "Lo I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the age." He is present in the midst of His assent
bled 'people, and when His presence is recognize~, and 

His power is exercised, there is nothjng in this' world, 
even to-day, that can compete with the attractiveness 
of the spiritual presence of Jesus Christ. 
, And yet, strangely enough, \ this story tells us' that 
there ,were some ·people who came to Bethany, "not for 
Jesus' sake only". There is a'nOther att,raction wb,f,ch, 
while 'nOt equal, is, compolTable ta that of our Lord 
Himself. They came that they might see Lazarus whom 
He had raised from the dead. And I venture to affinn 
that with all our advancement, the world has nevez: 
yet surpassed that wonder. If one who had been raised 
from the dead were to appear among us'to-day, any
where, he would be a greater attraction than anything 
the ~orId could possibly offer. He would empty all 
theatres and all places of amusement, and people would 
run by the thousands, and tens of thousand.s, to see 
the man who had been dead and was alive again. ' 

The power of the resurrection is desigp,edly the at~ 
traction of the church Jto-day. A moral and spiritual 
resurrection is not less a miracle in the lives of, men 
thllD a physical resurrection. Once let it be known 
that a power has been dis'covered, and by some indi~ 
vidual has ibee,n experienced, which has absolutely 
transformed the life, :has lifted a man from the tomb 
to the Table of the Lord, and made him a new creatu're 
-let that be known, and p.eople w-ill be attracted by 
his presence. The' gospel in itself, apart from the 
power of the Spirit of God, as a merely 'ethical system; 
the teachings of the 'Lord Jesus, telling men what to 
do and what not to do, would repel, becau!!e they de:
mand of 1llen the impossible j they set up a standar~' to 
whiC;h poor, bankrupt, human nature can never attain; , 
and men who 1ist~n to it go away ,filled with despair, 
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for they say. "It is high, I cannot attain unto it." But 
when' ,the ·gospel is :incarnated; when-in a human life 
it is shown that it is possible for a man to be made a 
new creature in Chri,st, his presence will add to the 
attraction-I say it reverently-even of the spiritual 
presence of the Lord Himself. . 

And ·so, my friends, however a church may adver
tise, the best advertisement of any church is a man' 
or woman who in his life incarnates and exemplifies 
the great principles of the gospel we preach. You do' 
not need to talk about Jarvis Street, you do not need 
to tell people where you go to chureh. If· there is so 
much of Christ in you that it is impossible for anyone 
to meet you without. knowing that a miracle has been 
wrought, they ,will keep you under observation, and 
will track you to the place where we gather for prayer. 
You will find multitudes of people coming, not for 
Jesus' sake only, but for the sake' of those who have 
been partakers of His grace and power, and whose lives 
have been transformed by His Spirit. 

II. 

Once more: Lazarus .not only attracted people to the 
place where Jesus was, 'but HE LED PEOPLE TO BELIEVE 
ON CHRIST: ·"By reason of him many of the Jews went 
away, and believed on Jesus." What sort of man was 
Lazarus? Was he a man of . eloquent speech'? We 
heard something in our lesson this morning about the 
limitations of human eloquence, "Though I speak with 
the tongues 'of men and of angels; and have not charity, 
I ~m bec~e as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." 
I wonder what sort of speaker Lazarus was? If you 
search the Book, you will see that .so far as the record 
is concerned, Lazarus mig:ht just as well have been 
dumlb. The Bible does not report a single sentence he 
ever uttered. If Lazarus ever said, "Good morning", 
to his sisters, it is not recorded; not a word that ever 
came from bi.s lips is written down. He was not a 
preacher, he was not a teacher, he was not a man who 
was ,known for,any pu/blic service-and yet the text says 
th.at by reason of him, this man who was apparently all 
but dumb-by reason of him "many of the Jews went 
away, and .believed on Jesus". Observe, not because of 
his reaSoning; but by reason of him-he was the reason 
why they believed on Jesus. Not \'Mat Lazarus said, 
or ·what he·did, Ibut /by what he was /by the power and 
grace .of God·, men were convin:ced of the Messiashi,p of 
Jesus Ch!rist our Lord. . 

Let us examine that a little, and see what were the 
characteristics of this work of grace which had 'been 
wrought in Lazarus, and by means of which many were 
led to believe on Christ. 

Fir,st of all, Lazarus had been made alive. A change 
had been wrought in him. It was an inward change. 
Wonderful to relate, but it is true-and mark it well~ 
that every breath that Lazarus drew was a testimony. 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. Even when locked in 
slumber his heaving breast witnessed to the 'power of 
Jesus Christ. No word was it necessary for him to 
utter. They came, not that they might hear' Lazarus, 
but that they might see him, and be ·persuaded of the 
genuineness of the miracle. When they saw him-not 
when they heard' hdm, but when they saw him-d;hey 
knew that he was alive, his heart was beating, his 
pulse was bounding, and the man who had been dead 
was alive again,' therefore they believed on the Lord 
Jesus. . 

. 
And so, my friends, it is possible .for us by the in

voluntary expressions of life_ to witness for Christ. 
The Mfe lWe live when we are off-gu'ard, the impromptu 
speech, . the impulsive action, the sudden decision, the 
natural outflow of life in its involuntary expressions, 
just like the ,breath we draw, will .be a testimony for 
Ohrist. I think' it 15 something. like .that, that is taught 
in one of the Scriptures quoted in the prayer· meeting 
last night, "Our conversation .(citizenship) is in 
heaven"; our manner of life is not according to this 
world, it. ibelongs to another. Wearing the clothes 
you now wear, speaking your ordinary language, go 
to some place. in ,the Orient, and people will no.t need 
to ask you where you came from: they will know 'you 
are not a native, they wiIl know you belong to another 
country. Your whole manner of life would be so dif
ferent from, your surroundings that, without trying, 
you would ~e advertising the country from whence you 
came. 

I think I will teU you an amusing incident about 
myself. During the war I was going up from London 
to Edinburgh, Scotland, on an ex.press tmin,-:"",the 
Eastern Flyer, r think they called it. It stopped at 
only a few places between London and Edinburgh, and 
somewhere up the line a young soldier came in. He 
came along the corridor and looked into each compart
ment; when he reached .the compartment where I was, 
he came in and 'sat down, and said, "May I shake hands 
wiJth you?" I said, "Certainly." Then he asked, -"What 
part of Canada are you from?" I sa.id,. "What! -How 
do you know I come from Canada? How did you know 
I was here?" "I saw' you get out of. the train at the 
last station, and walk up and down the platform for a 
little while." "Well". I said, "I did not say I wae a 
Canadian." He replied, "I do not know whether you 
are a Canadian or an American, but you are one or the 
other." "But you", I said, "did not ·hear me speak. 
Was it the .way I walked?" "No". "How did you find 
out?" He said, "By your clothes. Your clothes were 
not made in .this counltry." I had not given him any 
information, I had not spoken to him; but he knew 
where I came from. 

I believe, sp1ritually, it is possible for us to know the 
Lord in such a way that we cannot walk anywhere; 
that we cannot go anYlWhere, we cannot say anything, 
but people will find out that we are alive. I went into 
·a crowded building one day to hear a great preacher. 
He was late in arriving, the people sang a while, and 
then at last he came. He said he was sorry .to be late, 
but th'at he had been detained by crowded cars. In 
the course of 'his address he said, "When I had been on 
the car a while a lady got on. IShe stayed only a few 
moments, and then got off the car again. Bud; as she 
came <into the car she carried wi.th her some rich 
perfume, and when she lWent out of the ear she had 
left something behind. "And", he said, "I thought that 
ought to 'be·,true of every Christi'an, it ought to be im
possible for us to go into anysituat-ion, into any com
pany, amid any surroundings, anywhere, at any time, 
and go out again without leaving. a savour of Christ 
behind us". 

Tha.t was true of Lazarus. They came to see him; 
lie said nothing, tbut simply sat at the table as though 
he would say, II,Come and examine me." If they did 
it in those days, anyone who shook hands with Lazarus 
knew ·that he was alive, and there was a testimony in ' 
his handshake. I do not' 'believe in the substitu·tion of 
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sociability for spirituality; but I believe that social hearts must be .right with GOd; Ibu.t we. must have it 
; life may be ,spiriltualized, and sociability may be eJier- outside a's weH. We must be saved inside and outside

gized by ,the Holy Spirit; so that when we, take a man by and on all ,sides, through and through. We must 'prove 
the hand, not in what, we Isay, but' in some innate that we have been partakers of the gra-ce and power of 
quality of it, it will make that man feel Ithat in our our Lord Jesus Christ. 
touch there is, in some measure, .the very touch of I need not ela:borate that, you imow very well w'hB.Jt I 
God; and we shall feel that we have been lifting him mean. If the grace of ,God has found a place .in' o'ur 
up to higher and better things. Lazarus thus "testified hearts, it ought to do something with our ,hands-and 
to what was in him. . surely it ought Ito do something for ou,r tongues. It 

Young men and women, let me warn you our Lord ought to .take the poison of asps ·from under our tongues, 
said, "Here, 'and understand: not that which goeth into and the cursing and bitterness from our mouths. It 
the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh' out . ought Ito make our outward lives dJiffeT'ent' lin every re
of the mouth, th~s defileth a man." It is your everyday' spect because Ohrist has comE;! in. 
speech, your ordin.ary conversation, that teUs whether 
you are a Christian or not. ,Travelling the other day, It has come to my knowledge on more than one ,occa
a man came in where I !Was; and there was also present sion reCently that members of this church are under 
a trainman lin unilform. I did not know the man, but speci8l1 dbsel"V'ation wherever they go; that !in;your place 
he said to me, "I'want to tell you a story." He uttered of business some of you .have to endure a. good deal 
one wQrd---.aJid, I 'said, "1 cannot allow you to tell 'm'e because you belong to JarVis Street Church. But you may 
that story." He replied, "Now, wait a minute, do expect that kind of thing:~ If I were to ask the young 
not he over particular." I said, "My ears were not people.' here., who work in departmental stores, and offices
made, for that sort of thing, ,sir", and walked out. Pre- and older ;people as well---lWho have had to endure persecu
sently the ,train employee cwme to me and said, "I ti'on because they are affiUated with Jarvis Street Church, 
want to' thank you for that rebuke. My uniform for- I should have an army on their ,feet. I 'know it. Some 
bade my rebuking a passenger; but" he said,' "I share have gone GOwn under it, they could not 'stand it. Well, 
your objection to such language." A Christian man let me tell you thi's, my friends: be it' yours to show that 
can not listen to some things wilthout dishonouring his something has happened, that Christ has come in and 
Lord. The life that is within, if it be of God, will changed the neart, and changed the life,and made you. a . 
al,wayoS protest against evil wherever and however it new creIlture in Christ. That ,is the best testimony you 
appears, and will prove that he has been with Christ, ,can give, to prove everYlWhere, in every relationship, that 
and Jig 'really alive unto God. you are' partaker of His holiness. 

Then·there was a change which was manifest to every- I would remi,nd YQU that the sitUation of this man was 
one in his external appearance. When Jesus &alid, "Take entirely changed. Where was ·he? Yonder in the 
away the stone", you rememlber how horror-struck the sepulchre. Sometimes they buried more than one to
sisters of Lazarus were. He had been d'ead four days, gether. He ,may have been in the company of others who 
and they feared Ithe awful .stench; of death; for the were as dead as he was. But Jesus Chri'st d'id not merely, 
death that had IWrought within, had now manifested say, "Arise"-He sa-id, "]jazarus, come forth. Come out 
itself without, and ,the loved form had become in their . of your 'present situation into a new order of things." 
th()ught nOothing but a reeking corpse. They said, "Do , T~e sepulcp.re is, wppropriate for a dead man, 'but it i~ not 
not ask us to look at him, do not open the grave!" Bitt 'a proper, place for a living man; and Lazarus ,proved that 
the 'gmve was opened, and Jesus said, "Lazaro,s, come he was' alive by coming out of the sepulchre to sit at the 
forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand table with Jesus. If you are a Christian your whole 
and foot with ,grave~clothes; and his face was bound 'situation ought to be changed; the sepulchre is no pla~e 
abou,t ,with a D'apkin. 'Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, for a Christian. Lazarus owed his po,wer to the fact 
and let him go." And now he is sitting at the table that .he was in an entill"ely new situation. I do no,t -be- ,. 
with Jesu,s, with no savour of- death, nothing of the lieve the 'crowds would ever have ,gone to the sepulchre 
tomb about him, ,hi'S flesh like the ,flesh of a little child, to gaze into it ·and say, "There ,he lis yonder. He is still 
wholesome and sw.eet. His sisters ,could sit beside, in the grave-but they say he ,is alive." They would not 
him, and again lay their handsJovingly upon him, 'and have gone .to the, sepulchre, !but Wlhen he ,came out of the 
call him "brother". He ,was not only changed within, sepu,lchre 'and went back home to Bethany, many came to 
but there was an outwaxd change -that declared. the see him. Everyone knew that he who had been dead ,was 
power of Jesus 'Christ to adl who came to observe alive;. and, seeing him, they ibel1ieved in Jesus. 
Lazaru's. 

I should be the Iaat to underestimate ·the value of doc- The measure of our power over -men was not, the 
trjnaoJ !instruction, of correct opinions, or, to lise a deeper measure of our -conformity to ,their standards" ,but 
word, of true .convidbions of truth; 'but oh, the thing I the measure of our difference from them. And in the 
am more afra:id of than any.thing else is 'a dead.or,thodoxy. measure ,in 'Wlhich the cnurch Ceases to :be conformed to 
The one'thing that dishonours Jesus Christ more than this world, but tmnsformed!by the reneWiing of its mind, 
Modernism is an Evangelicalism that is divorced from individually and collectively, just jn that measure wi1l it 
the Spir~t of God, that is purely in.tellectua,l, that is fond have the power of Lazarus. If ,we convince men of the 
of argument and contention, ,and of fighting for. the in- realilty of the religion of Jesus Christ, their ,attitude will 
ter:pretation of a 'Word; and yet has no spiri.tual vitality change entirely. ,In his companmonshi-ps, instead of being 
in it. That will drive ,people to hell as fast as any among the dead lin the sepulchre, Lazarus was among 
Modernism that ever was.known, because ut, is a counter- the living at the :f:raible of ~e Lord. ' 
feit of the real.thing. If we :believe the truth, and we Oh, young people, let me warn you of the danger of 
know that Jesus Chr.ist 'is Saviour and Lord, we must . keeping company with ungodly people. You young ladies, 
have it insid;e, by aLl means, we must 'have it inside, our give tJhe·.young man ·whiO has .not put Christ first in his 

" 
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life a wide Iberth. I do not mean ,that you should not 
meet him, and be polite to him; but let hi.m be 'absolutely 
nothing to you unti'l Chmst is eveQ',tJhing to him. Other
wis'e, you court d'isaster.; you are ilaying the foundation 
for a life of· misery if you link your life with a man 
who does not know Jesus IChrist .. And if you are 
going to ·have power over him, you must keep out of his 
company anld let .ihJim know that you cannot meet him . 
on terms of friendship and companionshi,p until 'he has 
opened his heart and surrendered his ,life to Jesus Christ. 
The same principle applies to you young men. I have 
seen many a mam ruined, '8obsoluteIyruined, so far as his 
Ohl'listian usefu'lness was concerned, because he was mar
ried to a woddlly woman. 

These are intimate matters, I know, ,but they are mat
ters that need to /be ment10;n,ed., Young people need t~ be 
advised. If;we are going to have Lazarus' ,power to lea(l 
other people to believe on Ghrist, theI! we must ;be so 
separated from all that we were, that the whole world 
wm know ·it. When Chri'St' comes linto 'a ,life He effects 
a revolution, He changes \lIS inside and oultside,. and in 
every ,way. 

But, best of a),), I remind you that Lazarus was ·in this 
situation by his own. deliberate choice·. I remember 
many years ago getti·ng a grealt blessing in study,ing uhlig 
matter. At the grave Jesus 6aid, "Loose 'him, and let 
him go."· They took the ,bands off, amdnot one word 
of diredi'on did the Lord give ; He ,did not .te:1l 'Mm where 

. to go, neither did 'anyone else. The LOrd Jesus .said, in 
effect, ".set mm .free. I;et him do as ihe likes. Now 
that he ,is 81live, let ,the life 'WIithin him lead him Wiherever 
he wants to go. Do not .put him in a straigiht j'acket, do 
not 'hedge him about ,by·sayi'ng, 'Thou shalt not', or 'Thou 
shalt'. Let him go where 'he 'likes?" I said to myself, 
I am going to follow Lazarus· ·andfind out where he 
went.· .so I read on, verse aofter verse, until I came to 
the twelfth chapter and read, "Tohen Jesus six days be
fore the ,passover came to Be1lhany, where Lazarus was 
which had been dead, whom Ihe ·ralised ·from the dead. 
There they make him a su:pper ; and ~·a.ntha served: Qut 
Lazarus W8/S one of them that sat at the table witih him," 
And I said, "Tha·t lis where you abose to go, ~s it, 
Lazarus, Ito sit a.t the table with Ohrist?" Had ·he spoken 
he would Ihave lImid, "Yes, that is my .choice, I wou1ld. 
rather Ibe in the presence of Him Who 'brought me f·rom 
the dead, than Ibe anYlWlhere else ,j'n the world. He is 
more to me than all the world." ·LikeWlise, wilen the true 

. Ch~istian is loosed and ,let go, Ihe wiU deJ.ibera-tely choose 
the compamionship of Jesus Christ and 'the association 
of God'.s people; and ·wherever they· do 'honour to Christ, 
you may depend upon resurrected Lazarus ·being there. 

III. 

I ih'ave not time .for the remainder, but it is a strange 
story, 'a ·story 'by !itself. "The chief priests consulted that 
they might .put Lazarus also to death; because that by 
l'eason of him -many of 1fu.e Jews went away, and lbelievE:d 
on Jesus:" They sought to kill him.' How foolish they 
were! What 'had Laza·rus done.? I wonder did they not 
Ii,ke his "methods"? I -wonder if they said to Lazarus, 
"Lazarus, you are all right, but :we don'lI; like your meth
ods"? I ·th,ink he would 'have sand, "Do you not like the 
way I breathe? Do you OIbject to my using both lungs? 
Or do you want me to use only one, or ·.to breathe through 
my nostrils, or throu·gh ·my mouth ?-:tell me wpat is the, 
matter.· I am alive, and I ·cannat help living; with every 

breath I draw, I proclaim the power of Jesus Christ." 
Or they might have said, "We do not like your 'spirit' "! 
And I think he would have ,had to Bay:, "You will have to 
settle that with my Lord. He gave me my spirit, it is by 
His touch of life, by His grace" I draw my breath." 

But ·notwithstanding all ,tha,t, they tried to put him ,to 
death-obut they did not su,cceed. I do not know how 
long Lazarus lived. I am inclined to think he lived to 
bean IOld, old, man, amd prObably fell asleep at last of; 
old age. But anyhow, they did not succeed. You know 
the old, old, story. Golback to Exodus where the story 
is told 'of ·a ibabe being put into an 'ark and hidden in 
the bullrlUlhes. You remember how the greatest power 
.in the wO!l'lld sought to snuff out that little 1ife. How 
easy it' was for Pharaoh wkHl Moses-was it? .No, 
Pharaoh might have shown his power on all the nations 
of the earth, ibut l!e cou,ld not touch that .little .babe, be
cause God's angels' were looking after him; and at last 
they died "who' sought the young child's life". Come 
into the New Testament and you wHI find .it opens with 
the .story of ·another Baibe. He had done no wrong, yet . 
wi,eked men· sou'ght His ,life. The world is ever inhos
pitable to Him, and, equally to the life He gives. But 
the life survived, and it ,was said, as dt must ever eventu-
81l1y be said, "They are dead :which sought the young 
child's life." , ., . 

My message is this, ,that· the me that comes from God 
will never find hospi:ta:lity in this world. Pharaoh, or 
Herod, .or the chief priests, or somebody else, wil).) try to 
put Lazallus to death; the 1if~ that comes from God, how
ever, is protected by Him; and He will lead us on in 
glorious t"riumph. As you .trust Him, He will help you to 
wi.thstand every .temptation, and to bear witness to the 
power of the grace of God. 

IV. 

How Is IT EFFECTED? By believ~ng His Woro. If 
yoti had said, "Lazarus, how did you who were dead be
come alive again.?" I think he -would have said, "I do not 
know; ·all I know is that I was fast locked in the ·sleep 
of death, and somehow or other, I cannot tell you how, 

. these ears of mi.ne heard a Voice caloling, 'Lazarus, come 
fonth'. I cowld not hear Mary, I could not hear Martha, 
I could 'not hear 'lIiIlyone else; -but for some reason that 
Voice penetra,ted my deaf ears, a;nd ,my heart began to 
·beat, .my pu'lse to bound, and I was alive again-and I 
!mew it. But I cannot tell you hoW: you w:iIl have to 
ask Him. Or, better still, listen' to His word as I did, 
and you will live as I did. I cannot tell you how the. 
miracle is wrought." Nor do I know how believing in 
the .son oof God makes u's new ·creatures, but I know it 
does so. This is the promise of the Lord of life, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto YIOU, He that heareth my word, 'and /be
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come ·into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life". 
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"The British Weekly" and the Oxford Group Movement 
With Comments by tlie. Editor of' "The Gospel Witness" 

.,:,Toronto was visited ,by 'the Oxford Group for the first 
tIme in December, 1932, and representatives. of the Group 
spoke. in 'a large number of Toronto ehurehes while here. 

.~ We said nothing either for or against the Movement, but 
:~ ~w{1ited to see what it would accompli,sh. ' 
. ·Albout this time; and' earlier, we o'btained copies 'of 
\\ all its availalble pu,blicatioD's, so that we might study 

the teaChings of. those who were authorized to speak in 
its name. From our personal study we were convinced 
of the unscripturalness of the teachings of the Movement. 

We studied, too, some of its effects. In a few instanc~s 
the tree seemed to Ibring forth good frUlLt, and. mindftd 
of the teaching of the Word of 'God, we refmined from 

',criticism until ,space had permitted opportunity for a fur
'ther study of its publications, and· for a more general 
observation of its effects. 

In our issue of Deeemiber 22nd, 1932, we pUlblished the 
following editori'al: 

.. ??- A Laboratory·· Test for the Oxford Group 
·"r . We have been much ,perplexed, in trying to arrive at a. ilICr~-

, tura.l appralisal of the message and methods 'of the Oxford 
Group. There is much aJbout this movement whlich is at
tr~tlve. Surely no saved man or _woman can faN to be. in 
sympathy with 'any message' 'or movement designed to bring 
men and women nea~ 'to God, and to effect. a transformation 
of char~ter. , 

We !have read soone reports in the newspapers of centalin. 
minlisters w!ho 'seem either to have !been converted or ibrought 
.into a new: sense of fellow-ship with God :which have led us 
to praise God. We long for a genuine l,ieaven-sent revival 
of Evangelical Christianilty IWIhiich will :res.tore the Bible to 
its . proper ,place in the thought of men ~ the WO!l'd of God, 
and will effect the regeneration, of individuals by the power 
of the Holy Ghost· through faith dnthe crucified and risen 
Redeemer. If the Oxford Group Movement should prove to 
be God's instrument to this end ,we shaM tl)8IIlk the lJord and 
,take courage. 

Our misgivings have arisen from several considerations: 
f.rom the fact that their message .seems Ito lay :but little, em
phasis wpon the supreme authority of the Bible as the word of 
God; and that so far as we have been able to see, they say 
ldttle OIl" nothlng 0:( the guilt of sin, and almost no.thing at aU 
pf the ,cleansing blood. If we are right in this, and we do 
(not positively assert that we are, we should have no hesiita
ition in saying that the movement Is no!!; of God. If we are 
wrong, then the Oxford Group ought to speak so pladn!}y on 
these matters as to leave no possHiility 'of dOUllJt as to where 
they stand, and what they teach. 

! While there is an element of scriptural wisdom in their 
d'OCtrine. of "sharing"-that is, in so far as it means confes
sion made to persons who have Ibeen' ,wronged-we cannot 
find scriptural \Warrant for such public "'sharing" as is prac
tised ,by the Group. HOIWever, perfedtion. will never :be found 
in men or movements. The RefIormation was undoubtedly 
of divine inspiration, yet because i:fls instrumentalities were 
human iiJt 'Was full of defects. It would be unwdse ,therefore 
to condemn a movement in i,ts eJlltirety because of some mani
fest errors asS'Ociated with it. Wlhile weare f.ar from ,being 
satisfied with the movement at the moment, we are hoping 
for the best~ 

Nothing has cast gIl"e&ter suspicion u'Pon the movement in 
our mind than the who;l.e-healited 'approval given to it. by Dr. 
S'alem Bl:and and Mr. R. E. Kirowles. If either of :tihese 
gentlemen ever approved of anything that had even a semlb
lance of Ev8lIlgelical Christianity about dt"tneir approval has 
escaped our notice. ,The movement has been appll'oved 
equally by 'The ObsenJer in Tohe Toronto Star. . w.e have 
been informed that 'The ObsenJer and Dr. Bland are one and 
,the same, but for the accuracy of this. we cannot. vouch. I It 
was either The Observer or Dr. Bland who some time ago 
spoke on' Russian Sovietism as, the most perfect exemplifica
tion of Social Ohristian.i.ty the world' had yet seen. 

On the'other hand"the press reports that ,the Editor of The 
New Outlook, the official organ of the United.., Church of 
Canada" unreservedly condemns the Oxford Group movement. 
While we are inclined to agree with the Editor in his stric
tures upon a certain meeting for ministers held a week ago 
last Monday, his wholesale condemnation of the Oxford Group 
is a high compliment to the Group; for we have never heard 
of, the Editor of The New Outlook being anything but anti-
evangelical. . 
. In view -of these 'Perplexities' we have wished there' were 
some lalboratory ,somewihere in wlhich the principles of the 
Oxford· Group eould be thoroughly tested, and at last that 
laiboratxliry has ,been found. ,The press informs us that the 
Group haw gone to Hamilton ,by ,the invi,tation of' Ohancellol' 
Whidden of Me.Master University. 'TIhe Group are expert 
refo:mnatio~sts, restorationists, and resti,tutionlists; and we 
are still hoping they are regenerationists. 'D\lat being so, we 
can think of no pI-ace dn the world where their principles may. , 
be more certainly submitted to the 'Proverbial acid test than 
in McMaster University. If, as a result of their work ij1 
Hamilton, McMa:ster University should begin to restore,. and 
to make resti,tution, and if its FacuLty and Governors could' 
be really "changed", we' should be bialf incJdned to. believe 
that the millennium was almost upon us . 

By January, 1933" we had definitely reached the .con
clusion that any ,g'()OO accomplished by the Group would 
certa'inly ,be outwei.ghed by the ·anti.Jb~blical and anti
church reactions which it would leave' in its wake. For 
months previous to that we. had been receiving, le~ters 
from our readers from many parts of the world, as'king 
.for ,some word of direction in respect to 'the scriptural~ 
ness or dthel'iwise of the Group Movement. We therefore 
decided it was our duty to give publicity ;to our conclu
sions, ·and delivered an 'address entitled, "The Oxford 
Group Movement Analyzed", Thursday.evening, January 
19th, 1933. 

That great interes.t had been aroused by the vi-si,t of 
the Grou.p was shown by the great crowd in attendance. 
The E1Je:n.ing TeLegram of January 20th Ibegan its exten
sive repor;t at the addre~ with these words: 

"Before an audience which filled Jarvis Street 'Baptist 
Church. ,to its capacity, and made necessary the bringing in 
of ,chairs, Rev. Dr. ,Shields last evening for two hours dis

. cussed the Oxford Group Movement and its teachings." 
The address ,was pulblished in extenso in THE GOSPEL 

WITNESS of Janu,ary 26th, 1933, and was subsequently 
issued in booklet form. There was an immediate (!ie-, 
mand for the .booklet, and two further, editions have since 
been published, m8!king a total of thirty thousand. We 
have received orders for this booklet from. all parts of 
the world: notably from ministers ,and missionaries. 

It need hardly be said that our analysis was not favor.~ 
ably received. by many of the Group leaders. It is a sig
nificant faet ,thatalthou'gh at the time of their arrival 
in T.oronto w;e had neither wriotten nor spoken a worci 
about the Grouip, we were never approached ,by any. 
Group representatives for permission. to speak in Jarv:is· 
Street Church:. We had 'been informed that some of 
,their principal 'leaders had lbeen given letters of intro~' 
duction ,to us, but these letters were never presented. It 
app.eared. that. their leaders instinctively felt that as soon 
as they were known, they would not .be 'approved. 

We receiv.ed the usual stream Off letters, many of them 
from. disciples of ;the "four absolutes", 'and sOme of. them; 
it would.lbe no exaggeration to say, were fun of vitupera": 
tion,. including most uncomplimentary- epithets. We were. 
called the serv:ant of Antichrist, and we know not what 
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else, at the time. Even some who had long profes'sed the enjoy reading it. The Editor,' Dr. Hutton, has proved, 
warmest personal friendship behaved as though they had a worthy successor to the 'great Sir WiIIriam Robertson 
been Ibitten ~y a mad dog. Nicol, a,nd the page written by "Watchman"-whom 

What results followed the ,several v.isits of the Group we have always assumed to be Dr. Hutton himself
to Toronto? One minister called at our office to ex- is an 'admirable substitute for the "Letters of Claudius 
press reg~rt for certain unkind things he had said, Clear". 
and to asK' forgiveness. It was a decidedly Christian We must frankly acknowledge that we were some- . 
course he took. We ,to.ld him we had not heard of his what sUl'Iprised, and not 'a little disappoi'nted, that The 
criticisms" and assured him of our -warmest Christian British Weekly should so staun-chly champiop. the Ox
regard. Another minister of the United Church fDund ford Group Movement. We do not mean that it strongly 
us 'one day in the garden. We had not met him before, advocated it editorially, but it certainly' played the 
but' he 'Had' been "guided" to call in order that we might' part ofa sympathetic .friend, giving large reports of 
receive the benefits of the Group's message.' We ap- its meetings, and devoting from time to time columns 
preciated bios intetest, and told him so; and enquired of space to its general news. 
what benefit he had derived from the Group's visit. .some time 'ago-we do not recall how long, whether 
The, only definite hlessing he was able to name was six m,onths. or a, year---1w~ ;~ere especiall.y please.~ vyit,~ 
that he had been enabled to minister comfort to the, . ~eJI1JaI~ artIcles m The Br~tMh Weekly wrlt~en Iby Ihco, 
family of a young girl who had committed sui.cide the m whIch not a few questIOns were very kmdly aske? of 
year before. He had been dumb and without a message the Grou~; .~~d! a~ :e r~c.all, the purport ().~ those artIcles 
for the stricken parents at the time, :but since the ~as that. I~ Ihco s Dpmlon, common, ordm'B:ry Ev~n.gel-

I Group's visit, a year after the tragedy, he had been 'lcal ~hrlstIans, who ·had t~emselves .a defimte re~lglo~s, 
. able to call and administer .some word of cheer. WeeXIPerlen-ce, already. were 'lD pos'ses's.lOn of anythmg .m 

told ,him very kindly and sympathetically that such a the Group that ~'Ight be good, ~,Tlthout some of. Its, 
confession from a Christian minister showed that he dou1btful accomlpamments. T~e. artIcles were most kmd, 
needed something. These two 'instances were the only and could scarcely ~~ called crItIcal. 
good fruits that came directly under our observation. . But now T.he Bnt~sh Wee~ly has assumed a somewhat 

We observed that the Groups were welcomed, most 
warmly in churches that 'had been hostile or neutral 
towa·rd any expression of biblical supernaturalism. We ' 
never heard of a stingle minister asa result of the 
Group's visit publicly expressing regret that he had 

- cast dou;bt upon' the authority of the Bible, and sub
stituted various forms of human endeavour a's a way 
of salvation, for the ·bibJi.cal message of salvation 
thr01,lgh the blood of Christ. We never heard of a 
single example of such ",sharing". Notwithstanding, 
the .apparent ultra-supernaturalism of the Group 
seemed :to be welcome. That, in its'elf; to us, was sig
nificant of the real quality of the Group's message. 
Somewhere we read that of aU pla'ces of the world, the 
Group had been most succes!d;ul in Toronto. So far 
as we have been able to judge, and we have known 
Toronto intimately for n,ow nearly twenty-eight years
its effect on the -life of the churches of this city was 
practically nil.' '. 

Some time in the _ summer of 1933 The British 
Weekly published an Oxford Group 'supplement, a;nd 
that supplement contained an article from a certain 
Toronto .m'inist~r, in wMch he lauded the Groups, as 
we now recall,~we, have not the article 'before us-in 
the 'strongest terms: We remember that he ·spoke of 
the benefits it had conferred upon him, and the effect 
it had had upon his church. Direct information was 
brought to. us, wi.thDut our seeking it Off course, that 
not long thereafter the Sunday evening congregation 
had shrupk to less than a dozen people-and it ,was 
a large church-and some time later he gave up the 
pastorate altogether and became some sort of industrial 
chaplain, the protege of a rich man who sent him 
travelling to s~udy-we know not wh'at. It seemed to 
us a kind of mome performance ,with a mattress spTead 
for the actor to fall on. ' 

We have been an attentive reader of The British 
Weekly for more ih'an quarter of a century. We have 
s'ometimes w.ished i,t lWere a Httle more positive on 
some matters; but it is seldom that anything appears 
in its pages that is 'not well written, and we always 

dIfferent attItude. In the Issue of July 15th, "Watch-
man" called ruttenmon .to a certain happening at a 
lun-cheon at which the Group lead~rs were guests. We 
insert the article in full: 

''W ATCHMAN" 
In "The British 'Weekly", July 15th, 19Sr 

"IT'S, AN ILL BIRD . •. " 
The complete pr<,lverb is, "It's an ill bird that fouls its 

own ne!lt". Like every real proverb; and a proverb may be 
accepted as real from the very fact _that it has survived; 

- there has Ibeen lSufficient· corroborative experience in each 
. succeeding generation ,to kepp ;it ,going,-like every real 

proverb, this one also has 'a wide and all-embracing applica-
,tion and reference. In the political region, for example, 
the proverb, "It's an ill bird that f.ouls its own nest," would 
point· a finger of scorn at any man who, having, perhaps 
for sound reasons as they seemed to himself, left his own 
party, should proceed to make sport of that former party 

, because .in the interval it had shown signs of weakness or. 
discouragement. Ii. man will never be ,the same again in j 
!ilie judgment 'of his intellectual equa:ls or superiors wh~.~ 
cannot in the depths of hi,s own soul look that proverb in .. 
the face and look it down!: ' \ 

"WATCHMAN" AND THE GROUPS 
In the foregoing, I have as usual been sharpening my 

pencils, so to speak, my mind meanwhile turning oyer certain 
matters, or in this case a .certain matter. I have been like 
one who hangs about a door before hocking, one who -hows 
that -hi.s knock is sure to ibe answered, and that he wHl be 
under the necessity of opening up matters which he would 
have been only too willing to evade or leave to others. 

The other day, a luncheon ,party was g.iven by a famous 
book-selling institution to ·the Oxford Group movement in 
London. Sixteen hundred guests were present. The plan 
which was followed was according to precedent; . Members 
of the team belonging to ·the Group M;ovement made their 
testimonies, ;their confessions of their former selves from 
which they had, with suehl gratitude and tokens of well
being, now been delivered. A lady was present, by :profes
sion 'an actress, and by the proofs which ,were immediately 
forthooming an extremely a'ble and. understanding person. 
She was invited to speak. This ,she did. There was no deny
ing the intellectual quality of her words. Nor was it jlossili)e 
to deny th'at the person .speaking was one-who had a con
scidus spiritual life of her own, the 'principles and atmos
phere of which she was 'as concerned to defend and to safe
guard as were the propagandists of ;the "Groups". There 
~a.s a warmth and force in what she said; there was also 

I 
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that style and aJbsolute rightness which together were com
pletely convincing. Those present were hearing a "confes
sion" quite as autheJlltic as any they had been listening to. 
And the point is, Miss Rawlings' confession as an unqualified 
protest against the .whole method of "'sharing," which means 
"sharing" in the exposure of ourselves to another or to 
others as the one sure way of reaching a cond~tion of total 
sincerity and abjectness. To ·Miss Rawlings. this eXiposure 
of our personal life, in the presence of others, many or 
feW, "Was in her view as shocking as it would be to her to 
see a man stripping himself naked in Picadilly. 

I was not present. But I need no ocular or' oral witness 
that Miss Rawli;ngs' speech must have had something of 
the detonation of an exploiting .bomb.r. And yet it was alto
gether undesigned and entirely without mllli<;.e. 

It ds fair to say that the ;representatives of' the group (Dr. 
Buchman was 'Present) .behaved with admirable ciU;ro. They 
professed indeed that 'a movement li.ke theirs which made 
everYtliing . of sincerity had rio ground for complaint at 
such a sud.den and contrary display of that very quality. 
THE THING CANNOT REST THERE 

Obvdously the thing cannot ;rest there. Miss Rawlings has 
gdven further ·proof of her rare discretion in her refusal 
to lend herself to any continuance of the episode. But 
those who order the affairs of the Group movement seem 
to .be under 'an obligation to vindioate the method which 
Miss RawlinlJlS condemned, or to clear that method of the 
consequences which she (and iby no means she only) fears 
for it. Certainly, I personally cannot but 'say something. 
The British Weeklll .cannot 'but say something. For The 
Bri~ish Weekly I '~at Hberty to say, that we have 
written to tlie member of the Grou.p whose two columns we 
give free space to week 'by week, aslcing him for an im
mediate reference. 

But, for my ,own part, I must not pretend to myself that 
I have no responsibility. 
MY OWN PART 

Some years ago, in these very columns" and over the 
signature of "Wlatchman", I wrote a long, sincere and mppy 
series of paragraphs in support of what I hailed as the 
characteristic note or witness of the Group Movement. At 
that ,time, and indeed long before that time, I knew a good 
dea:l about the origins of the movement. In my own fre
quent visits to Conferences in America I had heard many 
opinions. I even commissioned a very able man to gather 
evidence in the universities of America with which he was 

\ familiar. I have a dossier on !the subject, within a few 
feet of where I sit n()w. But I have roily glanced at that 
dossier, and for this reason. . 

Like Gamaliel in the Book of Acts, I decided to "refrain 
from these men and let them alone; for if this counselor 
t;his work were of men it would come to nought; but if it 
were of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye ibe found 
even to be fighting against God." 

More tha.n. that, I decided to support the "Grou.ps" bud; on 
the main issue, whicth at the moment I supposed was the 
complete issue. 

I could here delay myself quite profitably by recalling the 
condition of the w()rld and of men',s souls about the time 
when the "Oxford Group" movement became noticeable. The 
sense of frustration and futility; rthe sense that the individual 
is noth1ng, with aLl the sequelae of that malaise. Life had 
become a bitter proverb; it was dismissed flippantly or sadly 
as "one damned thing after another." Not as the resuI.t of 
hard thinking. ,but for the most 'Part as a hard-lbitten acquies
cence, the ancient doctrine which is the final heresy had 
begun to settle down-That life is a comedy for those who 
think, and a tragedy for those who feel, that life is a farce 
·in the heart of a tragedy 01' a tragedy lin the heart of a farce. 
Ovei' millions of men and women these were perhaps never 
the necessary conclusions of their own; but such conclusions 
were in ·the air, and those milLions were ready for them, 
even when the rumour which reaclJ.ed them as the order 
for a brave new World was simply "On with the dance!" 

It /Was out of this milieu, or rather it was dnto this milieu, 
that the "Group" movement broke, with a ,protest whiclh 
was so confiden.t and hearty that it seemed to dance before 
the Lord and sing! 
FA'TE AND FREEDOM 

Again'st the dismal creed that (m a sense which ·Butler 
did not intend) "Things are what they are", that we live in 
a closed universe, tha.t ".tis little to g:ain old age when youth 

d·s ruined"-sdg"hs ·which have escaped from the soul, some
times' honourably, sometimes weakly and under the im'Pulse 
of ·the fiesh-against that view and its threatening conse
quences in human behaviour it seemed' to me ,that this new 
movement was,'as it were, a corps of "shock troops" which 
had ibroken from ancestral Chri'stlanity in obedience to forces 
which itself ddd not understand. 

It was with this appreciation that I wrote my' own most 
rololicking and gay apologia on the enduring evangelical theme, 
that "we are s·aved iby faith," rthjl,t, "Nlow is the ac~epted 
time," that, "There is forgiveness with God-4;hat He may 
be feared" (which has always seemed to me a deep strategy 
on the par.t of God lest we should set aside some ~at6'1' 
overture from Him on ,the ground that we had set aside. an 
earlier one. For there is no escaping one who will insist 
upon forg;i.ving you!) '. . 

It never was an offence to me that this' movement :in the 
days. of its emergence was full of g1aierty and laug"hter and 
even extravag1al1ce. The Bible condemns 'Michal for laughing 
at David as he danced lbefore ~e Lord. The~disciples of 
JOM and of the Phari'seell professed to· be hur·t at seeing 
His disciples. behaving as though they were not quite sober, 
bud; looked rather as though they were coming home in the 
earoly morning from a wedding. To these sad and experienced 
men J,esus replied wi·th a perfect understanding alike of 
them and of His disci-pIes: "Let them have their day! They 
are young. They are fresh! 'I1hey are still at the wedding
feast. The bridegroom is sitill with them!" The time will 
come, He added, when the ,bridegroom will not be with 
them; when they will not be so young as . they are now; 
wihen life will :test them to the very bone and marrow; that 
we are 'alll in good ha~?s; that then they also will have 
rea,son to come at God in the depths! 

As His serv,~t, ISaul of Thrsus was to put the matter in 
a short and final fOl'lm. There is first that which ;is naltural, 
and afterwards that which is spiritual. Or, as Simon Peter 
was to hear from the Master's own .ups, "When thou wast 
young, . thou girdest thysel:( and wentest withersoever thou 
wouldest; but when thou shalt be old, another shall gird 
thee and carry thee whi.ther thou wouldest not". 

But ,I took. no offence at their jaunitiness and hilarity, 
though I had no envy of them for it. I had had my day! 
Soberly I have it still. 1 had aJlJways persisted that there is 
something corybantic in genuine faith. For what sort of 
victory would faith be if irt never provoked a shout or a 
desire to shout! 
A GRAVE THING· TO SAY 

For that and f()r that alone I hailed the "Group" move
ment and secured a place for its chB.racteristic testimony in 
this paper. .. 

At that ·time I knew nothing of its methods and in' particu
lar of this method which so offended Miss Rawlings as it 
would ha,ve shocked me to the tpoint almost of paralysis .had 
I been present at any g"athering where anything like what 
she afIi·rms was encouraged or even tolera.ted. The only 
rumour of this probing and prying method whicih reached 
me I rather aJllProved on my understanding of it. I was 
quite happy to learn that there wer~ abroad men and women, 
youths and maidens, who were not afraid to use language 
more direct 'and 'bolder than /We old-fashioned people could 
have used, without embarrassment! I was glad to think 
so to put it, that men ·and women of the world were finding 
their match; that they were now encountering people who 
could be even as rude for God's sake as they could be against 
Him or in contempt' of Him! , 

I lliked immensely the rumour which reached me of their 
main thrust, which, not so wisely, they proceeded to stan
dardize. For we all know, who have had to expose the 
same sUlbterfuge in ou·r own souls, how we can set up a de
fence mechanism against the thrusit of every higher view 
of liIfe, pretending to ourselves that we are in difficulties 
of a speCUlative and philosophical sort when the rellli 'fact 
of the matter'is that what hinders us is some 'pet indul
gence which we are not ready ,to abandon, or more poignantly, 
"some sin or fault of youth" which. we l1ave never lronoura:bly 
laid before God, confessing our sin utterly and refusing any 
he:lp from man! ' 

MY HOPE GON~ 
I was thankful, therefore, iIlo learn that the movement 

had attracted to ·itself some thoughtful men, men of scholar
shi'P in the history of Ohristianirty and in the rise and fall 
of the tides of the Spirit. For I had h()ped that these would 
have been able to in~de without offence' so as to steer the 
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movement past perils which they would have perceived even 
when they were no nearer :than the hGrizon. 

This very assault by the way of colli8cienee may ·be over
done.' There are IIllso human soul·s in whom it is not the'l'e 
that .the slwe pinches. When Elipha; the Temanite set him
s~lf .~o· answer JO'b (Eliphaz the Temanite ibeing unworthy 
to stoop down and doose Joo,'s shoe""tring .. )....:.....when Eliphaz 
the Temanite set himself to answer Jo.b; he said something 
~hiC;h in all the cire1l1llStances was as low a thing as a man 
could say. Fo.r Jab had lost every.thing-ftocks, herds, home, 
ehil~en; he was mad wilbh boils; and deeper than his physical 
agony, in an agony of distress about life .. Job was contending 
for some ground fur confidence that this was and i·s God's 
wor.ld, ;in spite of his (Job's) sea of .troubles! And it was to 
a soul in this quite obvious agony ,that this cheap and in
ferior person had the coolness, the detachment, the cruel 
intellectual interest (real OIl" assumed) to ask, "Is there any 
secret thi-ng with thee?" To· .the glory of God the record 
stands that the Ailmighty condemned .that "friend" 'of Job! 
. I. knQIW that the Revised Version gives a V'&r.ious reading 
which saves Eliphaz on ·that point. But the low insinuation 
stands ;in our Authorized Ver .. ion and de still printed in the 
margin of the ReviSed Version---.indicating that in 1881 a 
bare majority of the Revisers was fn favour of the reading 
~n which Eliphaz i .. ·to be condemned. 
. . 1 had hoped (,the thing may have happened) that those 

ip. ~he movement with a d~eper knowledge of the infinite 
varlety.of souls would have widened and deepened the gener
al knowledge. For myself I tWill maintain that ·to put 
leading questions to a soul which is wrestling wi·th God may 
be .an o:ffenc~ against that soul and against God. Fo'; it is 
the p:erogatlve of God ~lon!l ,to tou~}I. the soul on the quick. 

TWO OTHER MA'TTERS 
On other maj.n mattel1S I had hoped that minds more 

exm:ci-s~ :md cautious ii!l the trea~ent of the Spirit would 
h.ave qualified .the practice of .the movement and ·its claims; 
on matters of pe'l'sonal guidance. For dn this region even 
th~ 'best, ·in the sense of the m'OSt scrupulous, of men may go 
astray. Here, therefore, jf the ri~hteous scarcely are saved, 
where shall .the ungodly and the smner appear? 

. Saul of Tarsus tells us ·that he never was more hopelessly 
an$i almost fatally wrong than on an occasion and with 
~gard to a matter on IWhich he was confident that he was 
right. 
~alaam also is an illustration of -something that may hap

'P~,-who. went .to pieces on ibis knees ,before God! He 
~stO.9~ hiS own strong feel;ing for the voice of God. He 
w~ sure he 'heard God say, "Go!" And he went. But the 
next words' we read are that "God was angry with Balaam 
1!ecause he went!" 

The other matter is this. There would seem to be no doubt 
that the "movement" does not in any positive and unequivo
cal way help ,the Church or the churches. "Groupel'8" are' 
becoming a spiritual caste,· not withou.t the complacency the 
;self-suiftciency, the hauteur of a caste. ' 
". ',I. 

MY OWN 'ADVICE 
·Were my advice asked for as to wha.t general or even 

precise direction this very not8.'ble movement shO'Uld now 
~a.ke, I should have no hesitation in giving an answer. And 
It would be an' altogether disinterested answer. It would 
also rest upon some knO'Wledge of history; upon some know
ledge. of men whom God had greatly honoured· notably of 
one such. I have authority for saying that D. L. Moody 
perhaps not quite from the beginning, Ibut certainly f.rom ~ 

. ve!'Y .early. stage i~ his eXJ!erience as a "soul-winner" gave 
.t~s InvarIable adVIce, or, lit would he truer to say, issued. 
this' decree. To every conver.t he said, "Join up with the 
church!" If the convert asked, "With which church?" D. L. 
Moody was wont to say with equal peremptoriness, "Try 
the church where you ,belongl" 

The foregoing article speaks for itself: We carinot 
but rejoice in it. We 'shall await with interest the 
Group's, reply.. We are inclined,. hawever, to Qelieve 
that there will be. no reply, save as indiv.iduals may 
reply in personal letters to the Editor. 

It is significant that in the same ioSsue of The British 
Weekly., July 15th, on page three ·hundr.ed and fifteen 
tliere 'appears an article entitled; "Frank Buckman at 
a' Foyle Luncheon". Th1s apparently' is the official 

report of the luncheon. There is no reference to M·iss 
Rawlings' attack, ·so Ithat it was necessary apparently 
for the Editor to add a parenthetical note in italics 
at the bottom as folloiWs: . 

"A feature of the Juncheon not dealt with here was the 
attiack on the Oxford Group by Mdss M'argaret Rawlings, the 
actress. This is discussed all; length ,by 'Watchman' in page 
302." • 

That is significant ·of the methods of 'the Group. It 
seems to be their settled policy to laud "Frank" and 
the Groups, and never to ·recognize or acknowledge 
any form of criticism. 

"THE BRITISH WEEKLY" LETTER BOX 
In The British Weekly of July 22nd, in "The Br-itish 

Weekly Letter Box", a\ number of letters were pub
li-shed, for and against "Watchman's" criticisms of the 
Movement of the week -before, and following the letters, 
this editorial note: 

[We have printed the above as representing eveniy the 
quite large correspondence which· "Watchman's" paragraphs 
on the Group Movement in last week'·s issue arou·sed . 

There were many more, some on the one side embarrass
ingly approv:ing .and affectionate, on the other side some of a 
bitter and even ferocious quality. 

We had the honour of a visit also on Friday last from a 
deputation of three leaders in the Group Movement. This was 
also the more appre~iated by us ·because they came to see us 
entirely on their own initiative. Two of ·the deputation were 
friend·s of ours, in ·one case for a great number of' ·Years. 'We 
dealt with complete candour with one another and parted, 
we hope, without anything in reserve. On one thing, we 
for our part were insistent---4;hat ·before a word passed be
tween us at that interview there should be a complete dis
avowal by them of any charge agadnst "Watchman" of malice 
or ibad faith. . . 

We had no difficulty on our part in pledging ourselves that 
as it never was our intention to hurt the Group Movement 
by permUting the reference, so there would .be no occasion 
given for any further debate on that issue. I 

We repeated, however, that on any charge of mala fides 
on our part towards them we sliould have to open up the 
issue completely.-ED. "B.W."] 

It will be observed from the above notes that the 
"large correspondence" received by the Editor, in
cluded some letters of "a bitter and even ferocious 
quality". When ·we read tJ:tat, we had to confess 'that 
the Group Movement was running true to form; for 
we have seldom met w.ith any person capable of greater 
bitterness and ferocity when they were crossed, than 
.the professed disciples of the theoretical "four abso
lutes". The Editor of The British Weekly was wise 
to add, "That on any charge of mala fides on our pari 
toward them we should have to ..... open up the issue 
completely." We fear, hawever, that such a charge 
is almost invariably made against those who rebuke 
anti-scriptural teaching. 

And here let us remark that one may be safely and 
justly suspicious of ,the scriptural ness of any re~igious' 
moveme.nt that cannot be defended in good .. h'umour. 

Weare therefore not surpl"jsed at the· tone of 
"Wa·tchman~s" articl~ ~n The British Weekly of July 
29th. We reproduce that article also, omitting only 
the last paragraphs which do not deal with the Oxford 
Group. The arUcle was as follows: 

''WATCHMAN'S'' SEOOND ARTICLE 
In "The British Weekly", July 29th, 1987 

MUSINGS ON A STORM. 
I will not say that man is a gentle creature. Neither will 

I, quoting the title of a play which in pu·blic places con
fronts me on the hoardings, say or exclaim, "What Beasts 
men are!" I am familiar with Shakespeare's immense· ex-



August 1'2, 1937 THE, GOSPEL WITNESS (113) '9 

travagance beginning, ",What a ,piece ~f work -is a man!"
a compliment which insleed puts us to shame. I am familiar 
also with other reflections upon man by the same creator, 
say; of Iago. Shakespeare therefore is not to Qe quoted on ' 
one side or the other. He, seems to leave it at .thali---that 
man is a dangerous creature under the guidance of God and 
of reason. That is to say, under the control of the Ohristian 
faith and spirit, man is capable of reaching tOlWering peaks
of moral majesty 'and' of sustaining himself through a life
time upon a level which bears witness to his source and 
proper destiny. He is capable however of a disquieting 
descent into the IIIbysmal, as though with little change in his 
physical appearance he might habituate himself ;to the be
haviour of a worm, or of a tiger, or of an ape, or of a jackal. 
Hence most of us do well lIke Agag to walk ,delicately, when, 
as now, w~ are already on that fatal. edge. 

HUMAN NATURE 
Here~ as (I find) everywhere, the Bible !has the first :word" 

and it looks as though, despite 'all the new rhetoric of the 
bright ones in this brave new world, it was also going ,to be 
the last word, about human nature. rrhe Bible in its simple 
way and as though the thing were incontrovertible to all who 
are not fool~he Bible says that man :was made out of the 
dust. .out of the detritus and rubbish, ,'out of the compost 
of wearing, rocks ,alld festering vegetation and the ooze of 
sinking ocean~beds! If that were all that the mble has to 
say lllbout our pedigree, all sorts of things would follow in 
our own minds. We,might dismiss such a dismal account of 
human origins and say that it was the ignorant or discour
aged idea of a sequestered people who knew nothing. And 
yet they were not an ignorant, neither were they a seques
tered people, neither were they perpetually discouraged over 
life and over 'their part in life who ,first accepted the saying 
that man was made out of the dust of the earth. T~rough 
all ,the later treatment of the Text, through all the new 
assemblings llnd editings of the material, those who were re
sponsible under an all-seeing Eye as ;they ,believed for the 
Bible as it has come down Ito us, passed thlllt primitive insight 
or revelation and 'allowed, it to stimd ·in the context of Hima
layan' heigh;tsand depths. ,But the 'Bible says more than 
that man WIllS, made out of the dust. (The Bi~ble is fre
quently saddled with sayings for which it is not strictly re
sponsible.) The Bible say,s that God made man out of the 
dust. It says ,that God made man in His OIWn image: that 
He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, so that man 
became a living soul. 

THE GENESIS OF MAN 
, I do not know ,of any short saying which accounts for so 
many of the facts. I do not know any insight into human 
nature which explains so satisfactorily to our later reason 
man's inner conflict or man's historical career! Of course, 
words,are words. We often ,preface what we may be about 
to say on some difficult matter iby the phrase, "Hum'anly 
speaking." But there is nothing in such an admission which 
ought to qualify the value or authority of what we go on to 
say. After all, there is no 'Other way of speaking. We must 
speak ihumanly, or for ever hold' our peace! 

What we who profess the Christian faith deduce from the 
doctrine ,of the Incarnation-the doctrine of the embodiment 
and manifestation in hum,an flesh of the ultimate mystery of 
God-is that there is finally one o'l'de'l' 0/ mind; and that 
what 'Christ received' from the Father, we may, nay w~ must, 
accept as the very truth for ibeings such as we are and placed 
as we are. 

To leave as' abruptly as, I may this line, on which I meant 
to .take only a step or 'ilwo, I once again would U·ke to put on 
record my own conviction, that just short of a ihundred years 
ag!) when the new physics and ,biology seemed to knock the 
bottom out of any 1dealistic or theological theory of the 
human .destiny, the Church in al1 its denominations lost a 
great opportunity! It is ,not y'et too late. We 9h'Ould not be 
afraid to permit others, if they are indifferent to pedigrees, 
to accept the theory that man undoubtedly does seem to have 
a deplorable tendency to ,betray one or other symptoms of 
an e;x:tremely low origin. It would have then been the happy 
perhaps even the welcome, function and' ministry of faith 
to proclaim the good news that this was by no means the 
whole truth about man; and that the whole truth is seen 
wrestling with the pam'al truth in man's indomitable dissat
isfaction's, in his "tears and agonies and cries." 

TRlJITH AND PASSION " " ' 
I purposely interposed this quite sincere .preamble in order 

to ,bring my mind, which was restive and fiery, under the 
control of reason, which is, so far, under the 'control of , GOd; 
not of any dremonic possession which ,we may ,mistake for 
God, ibut of the God whom we knoW' in the teaching and 
discipline of the School of Christ. ," 

For, here is 'another curious line of proof that there is 
something dangerous in the sources and make-up Qf' us 
human 'beings so that any man is a fool who does not observe 
the recurring, symptoms and take action upon them. It 'is 
this. We must take care Ihow we regaTd warmth and heat 
as vindicating what we say. ' Everyone whose business mainly 
it is ,to wri.te or to speak in public, knows how passion greatly 
improves his style. H'Ow fluent one becomes who is angry! 
To what word's and to what sequence of words he seems ,now 
to bave access! Why this '1 ' ' , 

DANTE'S GRAl?ING OF SINS ~."", 

, Dante-in! that marvellous architecture of the stages' of 
the soul from the ice-bound cockpit of Hell to the Blessed 
V'ision of the ,Sempiternal :.RIose--divid'es those liabilities of 
our common 'human nature variously. Here is one of hIS 
divisions. Tlhere are sins almost purely of the flesh. These, 
in Dante's view, which seem,s startling to ourselves untitl we 
perceive that it has the very highest authority, are the least 
heinous. Then there are sins 'which' are POIrtly of. the jfle~h 
and pa'l'tly of the spirit. Ang6'1' is such a sin. So i~ ,lUSt, 
which is the sophistication of a nllltural impulse. The most 
heinous of sins, in the strict and theological sense of the 

, phrase, the most damnable of 'sins' are sins of 'hat'l'ed, cw
min'ating in the sin of t'l'eachery. These sins of treachery 
have in turn a gradation of their own. 'Here is the order 
of their infemalilty: - , 

There is treachery against friends; against bene/acto'l's; 
and finally against God! Thus, when we complete the dark 
journey with our unflinching guide, ,when ,we reach the ice-, 
!bound centre of the 'abyss, we ·come upon Judas half-buried 
in the central mouth of Lucifer, Judas who took a sop from 
the hand of Christ and wenJt out and betrayed Him. But my 
point is, thlllt the. :most dangerous expression of ou;rl;!elves 
which we can inaulge is one like wrath or ,anger. For"in 
wrath, .in anger, in resentment, we may be sincere, and ,the 
occasion may seem to us Ito justify us. Words a~so leap to 
our tongue, ideas, retorts--even designs. We may easily feel 
that we 'are ·beyond ourselves, and tha,t this amatus, is proof 
that even ,God is with us. And 'yet the truth 8'bout, us ' at 
such a moment may 'be, not that we are beyond oUl"Selves; 'as 
St. Paw was sometimes, beyond himself and in sight of GOd. 
The truth about us may all the while'be thalt we are beneath 
oUl'6elves and that the lights on :the horizon are not the lights 
of the .HeavenJY City. 

SOME DIFFICULT DAYS " '" • 

This is all to say that it would be affectBtion and a studied 
insincerity were I ,to conceal completely the wound which 
was ;inflicted upon 'me ,by some people last w~k. I was not 
prepared for such suspicions. :Neither was I prepared for 
such ingratitude. In not a single 'One of the bitter letters 
which reached me W'8iS there any 'attempt to deal with the 
points whioh I ,raised. Every such .letter was indeed of the 
nature ,of a threatening letter. .Some reached me not di
rectly, having been addressed to those who probably, had 
they been worldly men, might have cast me to the lions. 88 
the honourable phrase has it. , 

But there: it would ibe a pity if, having fOQght a good fight 
against my :insurgent mood, I should in these final paragraphs 
brea)t down, or the Devil, in Ihis usual form as an Angel .of 
Light, should make his own use of me. ' 

MY BONA FIDES / .' , .. ',' 
No! Far from that, I shaill take pains so that those who 

wrote to me in ibitterness may even yet Write to me in shame. 
For what I had proposed to wri,te in last week's issue, in 

support of what I had written in the paragraphs which these 
, resented, was-to call upon the Churches of this land imme

diately to copy and imitate ,and pursue, with their own Irluch 
truer and more exact knowledge of the British Soul aDd 'the 
British ffistory, those matters 'Of technique ;in the approach 
to human souls, those ,methods and forms and occasions of 
intercourse 'and assembly which by general admission (my 
own long since declared) are the characteristic contribution 
of the Group 'Movement to the strategy of the army of the 
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living God. If "imitation is the sincerest form of flattery," 
and if we Iive to learn, this will be my answer, and, at the 
same time, my duty. 

Plans are forming in my mind which later, if God spares 
me, I shall Ul"ge from time to time. Ji'or what a gesture of 
"sharing" that will be, wh!!n ,this movement sets forth and 
offers to the ·Churches of the wOl"ld the considered experience 
it itself !has had of the many-coloured wisdom of God! 

Let no one be offended if, in a woro and a word only, I 
thank those who have written to me on the other side. 

I have written. as I have written, quite freely, and free 
from the horrible weakness of fear. As one gets older, 
worldly security means less and less; so that one approaches, 
still indeed at a great distance, to. the mood and outlook of 
our Master who could say, though still young and with every
thing before Him, "The world cometh and findeth nothing in 
Me!" 

Which grace may God give to us all! 

Now that our reader:s have read. "Watchman's" 
second article, we caIl attention to the paragraph 
headed, "Some Difficult Days". Please read it again. 
He speaks about "the wound .which was inflicted upon 
me by some people l,ast week", and teUs us he was not 
prepared 'for such suspicions or for such .ingratitude; 
and that in not a sing-Ie one of "the bi.tter letters" 
which reached him was there any attempt to meet 
the points ,which he raised. How familiar we are with 
this! And this also, "Every.,such letter was indeed of 
the nature of a threatening letter.!' . We almost smiled 
when we read it, for we had .passed through it all more 
than four years ago-and .part~cularly the dbjections, 
made indil'ectly, by addres'sing the editor's friends whom, 
as he says, "had they been worldly men, miglit have 
cast me to the lions, as ,the honourable phrase has it." 

We are profound,ly grateful ,for the splendid piece of 
work thus done by "Watchman".' . His methods per
haps are a little less direct than ours, and po'ssibly 
somewhat more gentle; but it interested us to observe 
that by 'far the greater p.art of his article was avowedly 
written in order to 'bring himself dnto a mood and 
attitude which would aIlow him to be gentle. 

In the same issue which contains "Watchman's" 
second article, July 29th, there is ali article entitled, 
"T·he British Weekly and the Oxford Group". It bears 
the initials, "P.H.W." We caB attention to the second 
paragraph from the end, which for emphasis, we have 
printed in italics. It is a striking .commentary on the 
quality of the "guidance" some of the members of the 
Oxford Group receive. FoJlowoing is the article: 

"THE BRITISH WEEKLY" AND THE OXFORD GROUP 

By the former Assistant to t.he Editor of the. "B. W." 
July 29th, 1987 

Absolute honesty is a quaJIity about which we have heard 
mU'ch during the ·last five yeasrs. And let us hope that we 
shall hear more about it in ·the future. For !it is'a Christian 
quality--~me of "the fruits of the Spirit." 

Th}s article, which is likely to be of iIllterest both to those 
who have wondered why The British Weekly has given so 
much space to .the Oxford. Group during the last four years 
and to :those wiho have wondel"ed why The B'l'itish Weekly 
has not· given more space to the <'Oxforo. Group is an effort 
to reach towards thad; unad;tainable perfection, Aobsolute 
Honesty. • I 

In the summer of 1933 The British WeJkly was so im-. 
pressed with the Oxford Group that we offered to publish a 
complete Supplement on the work of the Movement at the 
time of the great 'annual House Parties in Oxford. 

It wa:s natural that the writer of this article, himself 
closely conneoted w~th the paper,. and at .that time an assist
ant to the Editor, should Ibe 'asked to undertake the editing 
and preparation of that Supplement. 

Many readers will remember it. It was a great success, 
'in that it ga.ve good expression to the vital message of the 

Group. It was easily understood. The regular readers of 
the paper were glad to know more about a movement on whicb 
they had only second or third-hand inro:mllltion, 'and tH'~ 
Oxfo);d Group themselves were ·glad to have a paper with the 
tl18.dition of The British Weekly ,to sponsor their cause and 
help them interpret their message, the practicality of the 
"life of .Christ," to the wOl"ld. 

From that day on The British Weekly has hardly pUlb
IIshed one single issue without some news about the Oxford 
Group intended to ,be constructively helpful to the work of 
the Group. If it has not been helpful that is either because ~ 
those who have written it have not expressed their news in 
a way to win the hearts of the readers, or because the read
ers have not wished to open' their hearts to anything which 
might make such big demand·s on them 'as to upset the even 
working of their Iioves. 

In a great many cases' the Oxford Group NeW'S has been 
extremely helpful to readers. In other cases it has not, and 
for both the reasons .mentioned above. Often the news has 
not been expressed in a style that could appe'al to readers, 
and often readeTs have refused to consider the great surren-
der for fear of the consequences. . 

Any honest man will admit all ·this. 
The reason why The. British WeeklY .... has had this con

tinual flow of Oxford Group News is because there was one, 
to me ·at any rate, important. result of that first Oxford Group 
Su·pplement. It persuaded me to go to a House Party where, 
to my eternal thankfulness, I carne to a 'pers9nal experience 
of Christ which, as it has grown, has ·become increasingly 
real. . 

It was natural that I should want others to find the same 
happiness and come to the same experience. Indeed, it was 
an urgent command .which one could not and cannot gainsay. 
It seemed then, and it seems now, that one of the ways ready 
to band was through ,the columns of The British Weekly. 
The Editor's loyal support 'and understanding prompted him 
to quick agreement, and from that day to this Oxford Group 
News 'has ·been 18 feature of The British Weekly. 

There are many' different ways of giving news. Ten papers 
report the same scene, in ten different ways. And of nothing 
is this more true than of a religious meeting, because the 
tone of the report depends so entirely on the .spiri:tu'al sensi
bHity of the reporter at that moment to that particular 
meeting. We ·have all seen re.ports of the s'arne Oxford Group 
Meetings in the secular press and in The Briti$h ·Weekly. 
If one had not known otherwise one would have assumed 
that they referred to two different meetings. . 

The Oxford Group repol'lts in The British Weekly have 
always ibeen un stinted praise. They iia.,!,e often reported, in 
fact, what those actually taking a leadiD'g. part fett; or per
haps what they hoped other people fel,t. '.l1~ey have not been 
critical reports. And this has, of course, been of set purpose. 
It has been our intention to be wholly constructive and to 
bring in no cl"itici9l'lls of detail to take away from the positive 
Gospel of Chri'stianity. , 

But this method of reporting has not been satisfactory. 
It ha:s not, in fact, done the Oxford Group justice, for·' the 
simple reason that no person is .ever infaltlible, nor is a move
ment nor an institution. And to imply invariable success 
is to ask for 'sceptical di·sbelief. It is not true to life. And 
no one's }.ife will ever be influenced by something that is not 
true to life. 

From now on, therefore, The British Weekly will 'be 
tr!ler to ats own traditions in its reporting of Oxford Group 
news than it has Ibeen hitherto. It will take more advantage 
of the freedom which it has always had but never exereised, 
to criticize whatever seems unlike Chnist in the Oxford Group. 
as in anything else. By so doing it witl be more absolutely 
honest than it has been, and -it whllbe doing the Oxford 
Group a greater service than it has in the past by simply 
printing their own repons. 

Let me not be misunderstood. Weare not refusing the 
Oxford Grou.p something which they want. This feeling that 
the past method of reporting Oxford Group news cannot gQ 
on is mutual. The Oxford Group do not want their "offici-al 
reports," which ·emanate from what has come to be' their 
headquarters in this country at Brown's Hotel, to be printed 
in a paper which permits such eri·tical articles as "Watch
man's" of a fortnight ago. 

They have, in fact; in 'a Ibroadside of letters to the Editor 
and the Publishers of The British Weekly, demanded "a 
fUJII retraction'~ of "W'atchman's" article. 
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But "Watchman" is entitled to his own Personal opinion 
whether. we a·gree with mm or not, and cannot alter it to 
orders. So a "full retraction" will not be for:thcoming. 

We are, however, still of ,the opinion that the Oxford Group, 
and thousands outside their influence, are rendering the 
greatest possible service by ".insisting up?n the necessity for 
listening in to -God, to .find His pIa.n for ourselves and the 
world"-in the words of the ·Minister of Labour. And we 
will go all the way with Mr. Ernest Brown when ;he goes on 
to say, "Human dngenuity and human intelligence have not 
founl~ ·solutions for the heavy problems resulting from con
flicting interests and passions which the statesmen of the 
world are facing to-d'aY. 'lIhere are to-day more, graver and 
more complex problems than' men have eve,r been called upon. 
to face. We can only find the possible ways out in a Quiet 
Time with God." 

There are a number of Oxford Group enthusiasts, among 
whom I am happy to number many close friends, who will 
nevertheless take this whole episode as a "cooling off" of 
religiious fervour on our part, more particula,rly on my part. 
But they will ibe wrong. Christ means more to m~ now than 
He ever did before.' . 

Some of these, and others whom I do not know p6'l"sonally, 
have already accused "Wi1.tchmom." of 'malicious intent to 
retard the work of Christ in the WO'1'ld, ;ust because he has 
given voice to the thoughts of his own soul on a spiritual 
matter very near to his heart, and in doing so has criticised 
certain aspects of Oxford Group work. I do not understand 
these friends of mine who. profess quite h9n6stly to fotlo.w 
the guidance.- of God, accus~ng, as they have, a man of s~'r
itual insight, with whom they do not see eye to eye, of be~ng 
the mouthpiece of the anti-Christ because he follows the 
guidance that comes to him ]rom God. 

And I hope that before they meet either "Watchman" or 
me face to face they will rise to the heightts of a humiUty that 
does not come easy to ·any of us and 'apologise for an insu,lt 
they can hardly have intended. ' 

-P.·H.-W. 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 
CANNINGTON-Rev. W. Lempriere. On August lSt the 

. Cannington Regular Baptist Church celebrated its ~lden 
Jubilee. A large number of former members and flUends 
gathered to give expression to the !Warm feeling which they 
entertain for the church, ap.d t.he· services were conducted by 
the present pastor Rev:. W. Lempriere. Present at the morn-

. ing service, and assisting, was a former :pastor, Rev. G. 
'Bentley of Toronto, who ,brought cormal greetings and a 
message in song which was much appreciated. Mr .. Bentley 
was accompanied at the pi-ano by his daughter Miiss Olive 
Bentley. Miss Hilda .Broad, granddaughter of a highly 

. respected charter member, Mrs. Thomas Gregg, addressed the 
Sunday school. . 

,An honoured guest at the evening 'service was another 
former pastor, Rev. J. Greening of Galway, N.Y. Specjal 
music was provided at both services .by Misses K.. and 1. 
TWiss of Toronto. Mrs. Cooper of Sunderland presided at 
the piano .. 

Following the morning ·sernce a happy hour of fellowship 
was enjoyed when the present members entertained their 
out-of-town guests at a delightful luncheon served in the 
schoolroom of the church. At this time Mrs. Thomas Gregg, 
the first charter mem'ber and for fifty years a faithful and 
active member, was presented with a beautiful basket of 
red roses. Mrs. Gregg also had the honour of cutting the 
handsome birthday cake decked with, fifty glOlWing candles 
each set in a golden rose, which centred the luncheon Itable. 
Mr. Harris Evans of Toronto, a former member, spoke briefly, 
as did .Ml'IS. William Allin. 

From a brief outline of the church's history given by the 
pastor, it was learned ,that the first Baptist congregation in 
this place was orgl&Ilized on . July 26, 1887, .by.Pastor Thorn. 
About tMs time the Presbyterian congregation who had been 
worshipping in a little frame church decided to build a new . 
and larger edifice. Their former church building was offered 
for sale, and three friends from the Manilla circuit pur
chased the building and presenJted it to.the Baptist congrega
tion. There, services were held until 1902 when under the 
leadership of the Rev. George Daniels the present edifice was 
erected. . 

GERALDTON-Pastor G. B. Hicks. "We are beginning 
to see 'men moved by the Spirilt of God," writes Pastor Hicks. 
"A number are seriously considering their need of Jesus 
Christ. We have had some good heart-to-heart talks wi,th a 
number. We had nine at our prayer meeting on Wednesday, 
a blac.ksinith from Little Long Lac Milne, a miner ·and his 
wife from Bankfield, a railroader and his wife from -Gerald~ 
ton, a medical doctor temporarily in Geraldton, a barber in 
Geraldlton,' a road worker, and myself. These represent a 
~ide field where their influence for. Christ will count." . 

STRASBOURG, SASK.-Pastor D. S. Dinnick. Recently· 
the Union was privileged to assist the needy pastorate which 
is ministered to by a former Seminary student, Mr. Donald 
S. Dinnick. In answer to our letter 'he writes, "Little can 
you realize whalt joy and deep gratitude welled up ~n my 
heart when I ·received your letter last Thursday. May God 
richly reward you for' the interest whioh you have taken in 
the work here. 

"Last' year I .borrowed 'a model T Ford car and drove it 
up until :Chri,stmas. It was very cold, however, riding thirty 
and thirty-five miles -in this open car, and especially when 
the wind WIllS blowing. The wind is certainly cold out West, 
and there :is little to stop it in its mad sweep across thE' 
country. I felt that I should have a closed car, and made it 
a definite matter of prayer, and in the spring 1 looked for 
my answer. As I inquired, I ·discovered that the postmaster 
here had a very good model A Ford which l).ad ,been struck 
on the side with a truck. After careful deli~ration I boughrt" 
it for '$100.00. For over two weeks I w9rked on it getting. it 
into running order, and after having -it carefully checke~ 
over by a garage man, I have driven it well over two thousand 
miles. This car has proved to 'be a real asset to my work. 
I could not visit and conduct meetings at .the outlying ,point. 'I 
without ·it. On Saturday nights I take turns with an.other 
young man and we drive a carload of our young people to 
a toIWn ·thirty miles west of here and conduct open air 
services. W'e have well over a hundred 'people Listen at
tentivel;y every .saturday night. God is ,blessing 'both the 
messengers and the messages lin sermon and song., On Sun-

. day morning I drive around the country and collect all the 
children I can and adults for Church and Bible' School. Fre
quently I have come into the school yard· with thirteen in m~' 
car. I looked fOl'W'aTd to a. good crop this fall when J 
could assist the farmers and finish paydng for my car, but 
this privilege has been denied ,because of the 900/0 crop 
failure in thds district. A few minutes before your letter 
arrived at the .station. I had been talking to the postmaste1' 
and asking if he would extend my time for the next payment. 
What a joy, however, -it was, after the mail had been sorted, 
to pay 'him lin full for my car! . I shall never forget this 
kindness which the Union has shown. I trust that the en
couragement whicll has ,been received through this gift wi)' 
,be used in winning precious souls for Him Who loved us 
and. gave Himself for us." . 

BOOKS BY DR. T. T. SHIELDS 
"Other Little Ships" _ ....... _ ....... _ ...... _ .... _ .... __ .... __ $1.50 
'~The Most Famous Trial of History" _ ... _.... .50 
"The' Oxford Group Movement Analyzed" .05 

. . 25 copies 1.00 . 

"The Hepburn Government's Betrayal of 
Its Public Trust" (Separate School 
Address) ............ _ .... _ .......... _ .. __ .... _ .......... _ .... _,_ .. __ .10 

12 .copies 1.00 
"The Roman Catholic Horseleach" __ ._.:~_._ .05 

12 copies .50 
·"The Papacy-In ·the Light of Scripture" .10 
The Gospel Witness, published weekly, 

per ~um ....... _ ......... _ .. _ ..... __ .. _ ....... _~ .............. _...... 2.00 
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Bible School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 1 3rd Quarter Lesson 34 August 22, 19~7 

OLIVE L. CLJ\RK, Ph.D. (Tor.) 

CHRIST MANIF~STS POWER OVER DEATH 

Lesson Text: Luke 8. 
Golden Text: "I am the resurrection and the life." 

. -John 11 :25. 
i. Power to Teach-verses 1-21. 

1. Preaching glad tidings-verses 1-3. Throughou~ every 
town and village in Galilee the .Master went, preachmg the 
good :tidings. He was accompanied by the twelve apOlStles, and 
assisted by the ministrations of faithful women. Mary 
Magdalene is mentioned among the wom~n ,at the cross 
(Matt. 27:56; John 19:25), at the tomb (Matt. 27:.61; Mark 
15:"47; 16:1), and she was the first to behold. her rIsen Lord 
(Mark 16:9' John 20:1, lil-18). Joanna also went early to 
the sepulch~e on ~he morning of the resurrection (Luke 
24:10). 

2. Four classes of heare1'&-versel! 4-15. 
Compare' Matt. 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20. 
'The meaning of the parable of the sower is explained by 

Chris.t Himself. The sower represents the Son of man, the 
field is the world, and the seed is the Word of God. 

The four classes of hearers are described by the four kinds 
of ground. The seed sown by the wayside, the hard path 
trampled iby many feet, can find no place to take root. It 
rests upon the hard surface for a short time, only' to be 
snatched away by the birds. So does the callous one hear the 
,Word without understanding it. He rec~ive~ not the trut,h 
in the love of It; it finds no lodgement In hIS heart, and IS 
quickly snatched away by Satan. . 

The superficial hearer is compared to the rocky ground IWlth 
little soil where plants exhibit quick growth of tops, but no 
roots to ~upply moisture or strength. He makes an outward 
show of receiving the Word with joy, but he has no strong 
foundation of character upon which the truth may rest. He 
cannot endure tfu.e test of tribulation and persecution for 
the Word's sake. 

The hearts of some are pre-oecupied, like the ground already 
thick with thorns which choke aU other plants. The cares of 
this life, its deceitful riches, its pleasures and lusts, leave no 
room for spiritual interests. . 

Those seeds wlhich fall on good prepared ground produce 
planJts and fruilt. The ·honest and good of hearts l!sten "t!O 
the Word, hold it fast, profit by it, and patiently WaIt for It 
to come to fruition jn their lives. . 

3. Taking heed how we hear-verses 16-18. 
Compare Matt. 5:15,1.6; Mark 4:21-25. 
KnQwledge is frequently spoken of as light (2. Cor. 4:6), 

and ignorance as darkness (John 8: 12) . A lamp IS not to be 
hidden, but placed on a larnpstand, in a position ~o giv~ !ight 
to all (Matt. ~ :16; Luke 11 :~3).. God does not &'lve spIrItual 
knowledge to those who deSIre It for ·selfish enJoyment, but 
to those who wish to be a blessing to others. To the one 
who uses his knowledge of the truth, God will reveal more 
trUJth (Mark 4:24), whereas those who do not profiJt by ,,!hat 
they know, will lose what they have., Muscles not exercIsed 
become useless. 

4. Taking care to obey th~ truth-verses 19-21; 
Compare Matt. 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35. 
Spiritual relationships are more real than tJ:1e ties ~f 

natural kinships. Disciples are, as cl~e to Ch!'lst as HIS 
mother and His brethren. ChrIst mamfests HImself in a 
special way to those who hear and obey what He says to 
them (Luke 6:47-49; 1 John 2:5; John 14:21-24). 

II. power Over Nature--::,verses 22-25: 
Compare Matt. 8:23-27; Mark 4:36-41. ' 
The Lake of Galilee is subject to sudden arid severe ~to!ms. 

As the ;boat began to fill with water, and the dls~lples 
thought they were in danger, they forgot to show consldera-

tion for their tired Master, and awakened Him with their 
cry: "Ma!!ter, Master, we are perishing". 

'Christ 'had said, "Let us go over to the other side", and 
they 'should 'have trusted Him to perform what He had an
nounced as His purpose. Their faith was overcome by panic 
and fear. Anyone can be calm when the skies are fair, but 
the Ohristian should show trust in God in the ihour of storm 
(Psa. 56:3, 11). 

In calmi~g the sea and the wind Christ demonstrated His 
power in the realm of nature (Psa. 89:9; 107:25). . 

III. Power Over Demons--verses 26-39. 
Compare Matt. 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20. 
Christ had crossed the Sea of Galilee to heal this dis

tressed man (compare John 4:4), wihose body was tenanted 
by evil spirits. Notwithstanding· his pitiable conddtion, he 
loved Christ, saw Him afar off, and ran to meet Him and to 
worship Him (Mark 5:6). 

Constant antipathy exists between .the holy Christ and 
sinful Satan and his em:issaries. The request of the demons 
was granted, but their desire for safety was thwarted; the 
fulfidment of their request to be allowed to enter into the 
bodies of the 'swine contributed to their destruction. 

In contrast to Ms former state of wretchedness, the man 
when healed in body, soul and spirit, was found clothed, and 
in his right mind. His attitude at the feet of Jesus be
tokens humiliJty, gmtitude, and 'the desire for instruction 
(Luke 10:39). 

Though praying to go back with tlhe Lord to Galilee, this 
man of Gadara was commissioned to stay and preach Christ 
in his own city. The people of ,this district were greatly in 
need of the Gospel testimony if we are /1;0 judge by the selfish 
cruellty they displayed on this occasion. They cared more for 
their swine than for the human sufferer; they bewailed the 
loss of thedr property, but failed to give thanks for the res
tol'8ltion of their fellow-citizen. They besought Christ to 
leave ·their coast. 

IV. Power Over Disease--verses 43-48. 
Compare Matt. 9:20-22;. Mal'k 5:25-34. 
The healing of the woman suffering from a bleeding dis

ease rendering her Wlclean in the eyes of the law (Lev. 
15·:19) illustrates the salvation of a sinner, unclean in the 
sight of God. She had spent aN, she had in va!i.n attempts 
to find healing, just as the sinner seems to try all means of 
saving hiimself ere coming to Christ Who alone can' save 
(Acts 4:12). By faith she came in coDitact with Christ, 
believing .that to touch but lids' garment would bring heal
ing. Multitudes may press around our SaVLiour, but no one 
is lost in the crowd, as far as He is concerned; every one 
who really comes to Him in faith will !be saved. Though 
healed of her sickness by a secret Itoueh, an open acknowl
edgment broughit perfect assurance to her own heart, glory 
to God, and a testimony to aN lI.round (Rom .. 10 :9, 10). 

V. Power Over Death-verses 40-42, 49-56 . 
. Compare Matt. 9:18, 19, 23-26; Mark 5:21-24, 36-43. 
J airus, whose name is the same as Jair in the Old Testa

ment (Numbers' 32:4i), meaning "enlightener", was a man 
of high station among men, but he realized his position before 
Christ, and bowed down, worshipping Him, as he besought 
Him ,to accompany him to the home where the daughter lay 
dying. 

It would seem" ·at first sight, as though the Master had for
gotten the sorrowing household when He allowed the crowd 
and the sick woman to detain Him, but His very delay was 
a token of His love (John 11:5,6). Delays are not denials, 
and this interruption tested and perfected the nobleman's 
faiJth, while it also gave the Lord the opportunity to display 
His power over death. 

The lamentations and wailings of the professional mourn
ers caused a tumu1Jt wihiich was not· seemly, and prompted the 
Saviour to dismiss them. To Christ the maiden was asleep, 
but to the onlookers she was dead, and they laughed Him to 
scorn when He spoke of her as asleep (1 Cor. 15 :51; I. Thess. 
4:13,14) . 

.Art; the word of Christ her spirit returned to the body, and 
she was broughit to life. Great indeed is the power of our 
Redeemer! He is the-Resurrection and the Life. At His 
coming, the dead in ·Christ shall ,be raised, forever more in
corruptible, and those living at that Itime will be transform
ed, forever more immortal (I. Cor. 16:61-67). 


