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"DISCIPLESHIP" 

. . 
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. 'It. T. Shields 

Preach~d in Jarvis St. Baptist Church', Toronto. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

"And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned,·and said unto them, 
"If .any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and Wife, and 

children, and sisters, yea, and his awn life also, he cannot ·be my disciple." 
. . - --":'Luk~ 14 :25, 26. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
o Lord our God, we have no other way whereby to ap­

proach Thee than the way that has been prepared for u.S 
,by the shedding of the blood of our LOJ,'d Jesus. We bless 
Thee that ·the veil of the temple hall 'beenrent in twain; 
that the way into the Holiest of all has been made manifest; 
that into that Holiest plllA:e our Lord has entered with His 
own .bloOd,. there ·to appear in the ·presence of God for us. 
We confess humbly in Thy presence that we are aill sinners, 
and are ever in need of the cleansing blood., . 

Many in Thy presence have been stirred by .anxieties dur­
ing the week. It lias not ,been .easy to compose the mind, 
and to rest always in the Lord; to' live for the things that 
are not seen, but are eternal. We pray Thee, 0 Lord, to 
forgive us if we ·have be~n too much influenced by the things 
we have touched and tasted and handled, Iby the material 
world about us.- We pray that this morning we may afresh 
be purged, that we may rejoice in the sense of cleansing in 
Thy Presence, as 'once again the ·Great ,Sacrifice is made real 
to our spiritu'al understandings by the .Spirit. 

W,e have come this morning, 0 Lord, that we may receive 
. instructions out of Thy Word. Help us tha.t our hearts may 
be opened to the reception of Thy truth. Enable us, by Thy 
grllA:e, to .receive the truth in the love of it. May Thy word 
this mornojng .be mixed with faith in those that hear it, so 
that everyone of us may Ibe subject to its sanctifying power; 
that we inay ibe brought into a closer relationship to Thyself; 
a,nd that during the week we may live more fruitfully, bring­
ing greater glory to Thy great N arne. '. 

We commend to Thee, 0 Lord, all the interests of Thy 
church throughout the world. We pray that every true mes­
senger .of the gospel may !be clothed with divine power, and 
that every witness who shall in any ·way, privately or pub­
licly, make known the·truth of the gospel, may be made the 
instrument of God's 'power in the accomplishment of His 
purposes'.of grllA:e. 

We commend to 'rhee aIll .the missionary interests of the 
church throughout, the world. We pray Thee, 0 Lord, to 
uphold those who ibear ·testimony to the Lord Jesus in the 
dar1,( ,plllA:es of' the earth, and especiaUy those who serve 
under peculiar difficulties, whose lives are often in 'peril, and 
who are subject to special'temptations, because of their own 
loneliness and separation from all with whom they would 

!lind fellowship and affinity. Lord, be grllA:ious to all Thy 
j>ervants in these outposts. Grant, we pray, that there may 
come to the church at home and aJbroad, a great spiritual 
awakening, a real turning I()f hearts ,back to Thyself again, a 
new interest in Thy Book, and in the great verities therein 
revealed.' . ' 

.Remember ap Thy sick and suffering children; touch them 
WIth Thy heahng Hand, we pray Thee. And as we come to 
Thy word, make this service a means of grllA:e to everyone 
of us; for Jesus' sake, Amen. 

What is called "·Christianity" has 'become ;popular with 
carnal minds. T·he standards of the New Testament have 
all too generally ;been reduced to me'et the' 'Popular de­
mand. T·he course of the unjust steward is almost 
universally: adopted. "He called every one of his lord's 
delbtors unto him, and said unto the first, how much owest 

. thou unto my lord? And he said, An ,hundred measures 
of oil. And he said unto him, Take thy !bill, and sit 
down quickly, and write fifty. Then he said to another, 
And how much o~est thou? And ihe said, An hundred 
measures of wheat. And he said unto .. him, Take thy 
bill, and write fourscore." That course of offering a 
discount on the Lord's Ibills has Ibeen all too generally 
followed by the oOhristian churches of to-day. It is not 
popular ,to aibide by the teaching of God's Word; it is not 
popular even to profess .to believe it. 

During the Great War many of the woollen' mills in 
the north of England were converted into khaki mills, 
and manufactured exclusively clo.th for uniforms. Just 
at the' close of the war I met an American traveller in 
England, a ipurchasing agent for a .great American ·firm. 
He .said he had heen to those great w.oollen manufacturers 
of Yorkshire, Bradford, Leeds, Halifax, and other places, 
and had said to ,them, "T,he whole world is in ra·gs: it 
needs clothing. Give us ,cloth!" Only to receive the 
reply, "We cannot do it. We must convert our mills '50 . 
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that :we can produce the kind of cloth 'We have produced 
in the past." "But", he said, "never mind what kind of 
cloth it is. Give us cloth of some sort. Cannot you give us 
khaki and dye it another colour? Use your mills as they 
are; .0nl'Y let us have cloth." They replied, "It took us 
more than a hundred years to 'build up a good name, and 
we are not going- to sacrifice it to ,the exigencies. of the 
hour. Our mills 'Will not produce a yard of cloth until 
they are re-conditioned, so that they can !produce the same 
quality for which our name has stood for a Century." 

Some professing Christians mi,gmt learn even from 
Ibusiness men the great principle of the provellb that, 
"A ·good name is rather to Ibe chosen than great riches, 
and 'loving favour than silver and .gold." 

"There went grea,t ~ult~tudes with ·him." It was a 
day-one of the few days of the eartqly career ~f our 
Lord-when He was immensely pQPular; and they all 
waRted to he His disciples. And He said, "Let me tell 
you what it will cost to be My disciple. If any man come 
to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, 
I.!-nd children, and sisters, yea, and ,his own life also, he 
cannot be ,my disciple." The need of the world to-day 
is not so much, more Chri.stians, as ,better Christians, a 
revival of New Testament religio.n. What we need is less 
shoddy Christianity: we n~ed the real thing as set forth 
in the Book. Let me try, as the Lord shall he).p·me this 
morning, ,to bring you once 'a'gain to a consideration 
of some o.f the exactin.g standards of the l'iJ'ew Testament, 
which seem almost to be forbidding, 'because they are so 
severe. Yet I venture' the assertion that obedience to 
the directions herein suppli~d will lead us to the largest 
possiIble enjoyment of life. . 

I. 
I :begin with the observation that a right relationship 

to God through Christ will 'always sanctify and sublime 
all legitimate human rela,tionSihips. We are not for a 
moment .to· suppose. that the texJt implies that we are, 
literally, to hate anybody, as we shall see in a moment. 
To receive Christ as Savio.ur means to be given standing 
before G.od. The perfect ri·ghteousness of Christ is i~­
puted to us-to use the scriptural word, "reckoned" to 
us, as Aibraham's faith was recko.ned to. him for rigoht­
eousness; and we are seen before God 'as those who are 
clotJhed with the perfect rig.hteousness of Christ. But 
there is no justi.fication in Scripture for that which is 
known, theologically, as Antino.mianism,tha,t which is 
su·ggested in ,the o.pening verses of the sixth chapter of 
Romans: "What shall we say then? ,Shall we continue 
in sin, that grace may abound ?-If I am saved by the 
righteousness of another, and not 'by my oWn' righteous­
ness, does it ma.tter how I live?" Very much, dear friends, 
very ·much, "for what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh: tha,t the righteousness of the law mi'81ht he 
fu).filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, ibut after 'the 
Spirit." God gives to all 'believers His Spirit, in order 
thalt that which could not 'be done in the energy of the 
flesh-the rig·hteousness of the law that could not be 
wrought ou.t by human effort--ani81ht yet be fulfilled in 
us "who walk no.t after the tlesh, ,but after the .spiriti'. 

One of the important elements of the ri.ghteousness of 
the law concerns our relationship to our fellows, for all 
the law is comprehended in this: "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy 'heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with a.U thy streng,th, 'and with all .thy mind i and 

thy neighbour as thyself." We are to love all our fel­
lows, and be properly related to all men, ibecause first of ' 
all we are rightly related to ,God, and by the power of the 
indwelling Spirit we are to ,be- ena/bled to d,ischarge our 
obJi.gation to the men and women albout us. The text 
narrows our consideration to.' a very limited circle, but 
th~ wider relationships are implied. As the man who 
is a Christian, if he 'be an employer, will fulfil his duty 
toward those who work for him; or, if he ,be an employee, 
will fulfil his ()Ibligation to the man whom he' serves, will 
discharge his duty as a citizen, and in all other human 
relationships, so within that narrower circle a man will 
discharge ,his full ()Ibligation to those to whom he is re­
lated 'by the ties of nature. That is to say, to knoW 
Christ will,'make a man a Ibetter father, a woman a better 
mother. Parents will not love their children less because 
they are Christians.. They will 'have a clearer vie~ of 
their responsiibilities and privileges, and will recognize 
their dbJi.gation to 'God in respect to the children whom 
God 'has ·given them. '. 

There is nothing in the Word of God thalt would justify 
a Christian mother in neglecting to care for her children. 
Dickens' caricature of the woman who was so much in­
terested in the little Africans and Chinese that she had 
no time to wash her children's faces, finds no justification 
whatever in the ... Word of ,God. There is something sadly 
wrong with the religi.on of any woman who is a mother, 
if it does not lead her jealously to guard the interests of 
her children, if it does not in every respect make her a 
better mother. The same is true of fathers, "If any 
provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 
an infidel." The father and mother who 'are Ohristians 
will 'be better parelllis, -beyond all question. 

The same is true in respect to one's filial relationship. 
I should ·have little confidence in the ·Christian !profession 
of a young man if his professed relationship to Christ 
did not make him more dutiful to .his father, and to his 
mother. "Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days ·may .be long u,pon the land -which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee". That is the first command· of the second 
table of the law; and it is described as "the first com­
mandment with ,promise". T.herefore, you boys and 'girls, 
yo.ung men and ,women, who' are Christians, must re­
member that a special OIbliga,ti.on rests upon you to show 
the reality of your faith ,by a proper regard for yo.ur duty 
to your father and your mother. 

A man is a very 'poor sort of Christian who is not made,. 
,by his religion, a better husband. The closest of all 
human relationships' will he intensified ,by the love of 
God "shed a/broad in our hearts !by the Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us". And so of our duty to brothers and 
sisters'; there is an o'bligaltion there. The whole teach­
ing of Scripture is to the effect that these natural rela­
tionships will ,be sanctified tby our being 'properly related 
to Jesus Christ. 

I will go farther and say that if a man is genuinely 
. converted he will attach a new value to life itself: he 

will not hold life Ii.ghtly. Knowing Clirist ,gives life a 
new signi,ficance. The man who looks UiPOn life from 
the carnal .plane, sees in it only an opportunity to advan­
tage himself, and to get what enjoyment ·he can out of it. 
But a ·Christian sees in life a prdbation, a period of 
preparation fQr a lal"ger and richer life beyond. Every 
hour ibecomes freighted' with re9pons~bility; every mO­
ment ,becomes of value to the on.e who is genuinely saved, 
~nd who walks with God. H~ learns the importance of . 
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relationship .to Christ than we 'are albout: maintaining 
such relationship to anYibod~ else. 

"But" says someone, "if I take that course, father or 
mother. will be displeased." Very well; but if you 
do not take the course in which the Word of God would 
direct you, will Jesus Christ be displeased? "I fear 

redeeming the'ti'me ·because the day~ are evil. T·hus life, 
instead 'of affording a man an opportunity for self­
aggrandizement, for mere selfish enjoyment,' becomes to 
him an opportuni.ty-not speaking of service, for the 
momenfr..;.-for the development of character that shall 
make him at last like Christ Himself. This period is to 
him~is school days, wherein he is under preparation 
that he may "enjoy God forever" in the life that is to 
come. Hence it .gives him an opportunity to serve his 
neighibour, and ;thus to serve God. No true Christian 
wm ·hold life lightly, nor will he be disposed carelessly 
to throw it away. 

. He will." Then it is a higher duty for you, as a Chris­
tian, to please your Lord than it is to please your father 
or your moth.er. You are to put Him first .... 

II. 
Nevertheless, our text teaches that a 'pr()per 81pprecia­

tion of spiritual values, .which comes ,to us through our 
relationship to ·Ohrist, will lead us to suibordinate the 
hi'ghest 'values of life here to the superior oIbUgations of 
the spiritual world. No; it does not mean that we are to 
hate father and mother, or wife, .or children, or brethren, 
or sisters. What does it mean? That strong word is used 
to show us that our devotion to Christ, our at'tachment to 
Him, is to be of such an intense character that in com­
parison therewith even the deepest and strongest affec­
tions of life :will be blllt .as hatred; that we are to love 
Christ so much more than we love our closest and dearest 
friends, that in comparison with that div,ine affection 
wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, our natural 
loves will be !but as hatred. 

My dear friend, if you 'are a Christian, there ou·ght 
to iburn in your heart a deeper love than ,the natural 
affection which a man may entertain for his wife, for 
his children, or his .brother:s or his sisters. If:we are 
Christians, the Lord Jesus demands, not the second place, 
cel'ltainly not the third, or last place-He demands abso- . 
lutely the first place. And. He says that He wiIl have 
the first place, or no ,place at all; and that until He is 
given aJbsolute preeminence, the first place in a man's 
life, whatever else he may be, he cannot Ibe His disciple. 
He may ,be a 'member of a church, ,he may be an officer 
of a church, he may be a pastor of a church, 'he may be a 
teacher, or a ,professor, he may have an intellectual knowl­
ed'ge of the gospel; ibut unless he gives Christ the first 
place, he ,is not a true disci-pIe. 

That is a high standard, an exceedingly hIgh standard, 
to ,put Christ before father or ,mother or wife. It ~s 
natural for young men to find interest in the compan-

, ionship of young women, and for young women to find 
interest in the companionship of young men. It is nllitur­
aI, dt is legitiinate, and it is desirable. But I remind you 
that if you are a ·Christian, your human companionshi.ps 
must. Ibe sulbordinllited to your relationship to Christ. 
'rhere is something entirely wrong with the life of a 
young man who calls himself a Christian, who can find 
pleasure in the compalllionship of a young woman who 
is not a Christian. There.is something entirely wrong 
wi,th the life of a. young woman who is called a Christian 
who can spend hours pleasantly in the companionship of 
a young man who does n9t .know Christ. He or she, as 
the case may Ibe, ought to feel entirely out of place in a 
relationship where Christ is not' reCognized. He de­
mands-the first place, young people, and you cannot be 
His disciple unless you ,give Him that first phi.ce. You 
cannot be used' of God as teachers, or witnesses in any 
other way, until the supreme place is given to Jesus 
Christ. If this text means anything at all, it means that 
we ·must Ibe mo~e conce.rned· about maintaining a right 

Someone else says, "If I were to commit myself 
openly and irrevocably to the service of Christ, with all 
that that involves, I should come into conflict with my 
wife, with her desires, and she would 'be greatly dis­
pleased. She is a very excellent woman, but a little 
disposed, pel"haps, to worldly tastes." Our ten says if 
you would be a disciple, your first duty is to please Christ. 

And there are parents who say, "It -is very difficult 
now .for parents to bring up their children. Fathers 
and mothers cannot be absolute rulers in their own 
house in our day as once they were; and you have to 
consider the young people someWhat.". Have you? If 
you are. the head of a household, your duty is ·to put 
Jesus Christ before your children.' Men and wo~en, 
hear me, if you put your children before Christ, you will 
live to rue the day you did it. No matter what it may 
cost, no matter how it may displease them, let Jesus 
Christ be the Lord of your home. Let every child in the 
house know that while he or she lives under father's 
roof, father is answerable to God; and he will obey God 
rather than allow his children to manage his household. 

And so" of brothers and sisters, the nrst business 
always is to know what, is p.leasing to God. 

How very closely this principle cuts: our love ,for ,; 
Christ is to take precedence of our natural, instinctive, 
love of life. Self-preservation is said to be the first 
law iif life. No; there is a higher law than that for 

,the Christian. The first llliw fora Christian is this: 
"What wilt thou have me to do?" That is the first law. 
"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with aU thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment." 

They told me in Chicago years ago that the 1l1st time 
Mr. Moody addressed the stUdents of' the Institute­
which was very much smaller in his day than it is now, 
of course-he stood on the platform of the old chapel, 
where .I have stood a great many times, and, with 
streaming eyes, he told the students that it was his 
daily prayer that the Lord would not allow him to live 
to be 'brought into a cond·ition where he would cease 
to make it the supreme law of life to please God. In 
other words, he said, "I would rather die than displease 

. Him." That is what our text means-and it means no 
less than that. It means, that if a man has a clear 
view of Jesus Christ, and of his obligations to Him, i,f to . 
do the will of God cost him the last drop of his life's 
blood, he would rather do it and die, than .}ive and 
offend Christ. 

You s'ay that is an impossible standard? It is an 
impossible standard. All the standards of the New 
Testament are utterly impossibl!!, apart from the ene~­
gizing grace of the Holy Spirit. It is not possible for 
us to conform to these standards in our own strength; 
:but the righteousness of the law may be fulfilled in us 
"who' walk not after the flesh, ibut after the 'Spirit". 
That is why the Spirit came. 

.. 
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III: 
I come to the practical bearing of all this. What 

does it mean? That the relationships here referred to, 
afford a sphere of witnessing in, which it is harder to 
bear a true witness to Jesus Christ than anywhere else. 
~hat may seem not true o.f some of you.' But here is a 
man who is a man of business. He may find it difficult 
before his employees, and amid all the temptations of 
business life, always, invari'ably, to live and act as a 
Christi-an. He will find it difficult' even there: he will 
find it impossible, apart from the grace of the Spirit. 
'J,'Ihe woman in her social relations, under ·many circum­
.s,tances, may find it difficult---<will find it difficult, impos­
si!ble ~ndeed 'bu,t iby the power of the Spiri~to live and 
witness as'a ,Christian'all the time. But I believe that the 
man, whether employer or employee, whatever he may be, 
will find i,t ,far more difficult to practise his' religion 
faithfully ,before his own ehildren ,than. anywhere else. 

But, what a reward such a faithful life brings! 
"Young man, do you believe in the reality of the Chris­
tian r~l,igion?" "Yes, sir." "Did, you ever see a real 
Christian 7" "Yes, sir." "Did you ever know anybody 
that put the reality of the Christian religion absolutely 
beyond dOUlbt for you?" "Yes, sir." "Who was it?" 
"My father!" I tell you, when a son can say that of 
his father, that father has laid up for hiiriself some­
thing that is worth more than' all the millions "that 
earth can give. 

I say, it is hard in the home, before the children­
with all their petulancy, with all their moods, with all 
their ,chiidish whims, loving them as' you do-to be 
kind, to be true, to be faithful, to be strict, to be stern, 
and always to keep Christ first. I do not know any-' 
thing more difficuit in life than that. 

If the membership of this church were made up of 
·men and women who were afraid of only one thing, 
of grieving the Spirit of God, who were afraid of 
nothing else i·n life than of givin.g offence to the great' 
Head of the Church, we could take Toronto for Jesus 
Christ! I am positive of that. We would go back to 
our places of busip.ess to-morrow with the Spirit, of God 
dominant in heart and life. Nothing could stop us if 
Jesus Christ were put first. 

"He that taketh not his cross,' and followeth after me, 
.is. not worthy of me"-or, in this text, "cannot be .my 
di~ciJple." .sometimes when we hear people talk about 
taking up their cross, the thing is so utterly ludicrous 
we almost feel like lau·ghing. The idea of' taking up a 
cross! What did the cross mean to Jesus Christ? It 
meant a thing with blood on it. The ,cross, in the view 
of Jesus Christ, always meant ·an instrument of death . 

. -4\nd when He took up His cross, He carr.ied it to Cal­
vary, save only when Simon of Cyrene was made to 
assist. On that cross He gave His all, and as His life­
blood ebbed away, He cried, "It is finisl)ed!", and gave 
up the Ghost.. That is what our Lord meant by the 
cross. The cross cruci-fies us. The cross subordinates 
all the interests of life--father, mother, ,wife, children, 
brethren, sisters, life itself----.to ,the supreme matter of 
doin.g the will of God. 

Oh, that God may give us grace' to renew our cove­
nant with Him, to sa'Y, Cost what it :will-I may have no 
great name, and not m!lch money, but, as God helps me, 
I will be His disciple! 

NOTE: A. hal been true of all sermons by Dr. Shields, printed daring 
hi. absence· throagh Dlnas, this one I.s printed without., bls perlOnai 
nvl.slon. . . 

FROM PU:aLIC TO PRIVATE PENANCE· 
A Study of the Essential Principle of Roman Catholoeism 

One of the requirements for the full Seminary course 
-the Four-Year Divinity Course-is a thesis. The can­
didate selects a subject,. a· YeBl' or more in advance of 
graduation, in consultat~on with the teacher in whose 
department he pr9Poses to do it. He then proceeds to 
read, select and think. His findings, with proofs for 
them properly arranged so as to prove !his. gi::JTO­
position, make up his thesis. This must be p on 
by two instructors.. To produce even a small book of 
quality-the minimum is ten thousand words-is no 
small task, but the effort required is worthwhile. His 
previous work prepares him for the task. His researches 
enlarge his view of the field of theology, in general, and 
his own special part of it, in particular. The writing 
required is a test of ability to present .one's thoughts 
in clear and logical fashion. 

In this way some fine work has been done. We pro­
pose for the interest and information of those interested 
in the Seminary to print some of the abstracts, re­
quired to be handed in with the theses themselves. This 
week we give that of Mr. Frederic M. Buhler, who, it 
will II;e remembered, was the Valedictorian at the' recent 
Convocation. His subject and the abstract of his thesis 
follow. 
The Roman Catholic' system of theology is Ibuilt upon 

the' doctrine of the seven sacraments promulgated offi­
cially during the sessions of the Council of Trent (1547-
1563). Two of the sacraments are called "sacraments 
of the dead", because they restore the sinner into a 
state of grace; ,the other five are only means of grace; 
and can Ibe administered to those who .are in a state of 
grace exclusively. T·he sacraments of the dead are there­
fore the more important, Baptism and Penance. Outside 
of ,them, there is no hope for the sinner. Penance is 
even of greater importance ultimaltely than Baptism. 

But Penance, as it is administered to-day, was 
unknown in the first centuries of Christianity. Penance, 
,or exomologesis was then :a public repentance, accom­
panied ,by' outward evidences of its genuineness, granted 
only .once after !baptism as a disciplinary measure of' 
the 'Church to a ·few outstanding sinners. In the course 
of the centuries, the whole system changed until it be­
came finally crystallized in the decrees of the Council 
of Trent. . Penance is now a private means of forgive': 
ness of sins, Consisting in confession Ito 8J' priest, the 
performance of meritorious w.orks, it is, in short, a sac­
rament (or ,channel of .grace) to be ad,ministered to all 
Catholics, at least once a year, as an atonement for the 
temporal penatties incurred !by 'both mortal and venial 
sins. 

The sacrifice of the eross transformed the· eternal 
. punishment of original sin into temporal' penalties. The 
value of Penance is to atone for those temporal punish­
ments, either in th~s life by judgments sent by God and 
by self-inflicted satisfactions, or after death in Purga­
tory. On this basis works of penance are of equal' im-
portance with the deatli of Christ. . 

T·he principle of 'retri;bution arn>ears in nature and in 
human relationships and may Ibe Justified from a natural 
standpoint. But since our authority, for religious mat­
ters in particular,is the Bilble rather than Tradition, 
we .must see if this 'basic principle of Penance has any 
justi,fication from the divine standpoint. Considered 
from that a:ngle, we must recognize .that "not only do 
the passages usually .given as proof texts for the meritori­
ous character of good works, not teach what they' are 
alleged to teach, ibu.t the doctrine itself is diametrically 
opposed to the general teaching of Scripture" and "pro-

~ 
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ducef;1 a distorted view of I man,' sin, the atonement, forcefully in the interests of the work in Northern On­
salvation, good works, the Church, and God." tario and Quebec; and gave us a picture, based on the 

We conclude ,by saying ,that the Roman Catholic Church first chapter of First Thessalonians, of a model-a 
has in common with all 'pagan religions the principle of "proper"-church, such as we desire this and every other 
salvation by works. It exalts man in that it considersU:nion church to !be, and such as it is our ,determination 
him aJble to save himseLf, and is in the: last analysis to esta!blish in the North that ,is very generally in the 
nothing but a form. of Humanism so prevalent during I grip of Rome, and where all the sin that characterizes 
the Renaiss.ance and the RefoNDation. But "rather than a mining district ·is rampant-churches composed of men 
despise the poor sinner who w.alks the way of Penance, and women who live !before men lives in harmony witli 
may we realize that an enemy has done this and may we ·their profession, so that they may Ibe "ens'amples to all 
preach to the seeker Ithe One Who said, 'I ·am the way, . that believe in Macedonia and Achaia",' and from whom 
the truth and the life, no 'man cometh unto the Father 'will "sound out the word of the Lord, not only in Mace­
but ,by me'." . donia and Achaia, ibut also in every place"--.:..lby their, per-

A "PROPER" CHRISTIAN 

What constitutes a "proper"-a model-Christian? 
One of our new' members came into the church office 
one evening last week to have her name entered as a 
regular contributor to the' funds of the church .. This 
young woman has been converted only a' short time, 
but if! finding much joy in her Christian life, and is 
desirous of "growing .in grace, and in the knqwledge of . 
our Lord 'and Saviour Jesus Christ", 

She said this to us, "I .have been ill for some months, 

sonal testimony, and .by their giving for the spread of 
the gospel. 

. We rejoice in the vision of .the young woman of whom 
we write, and trust that, like Albou-lben-Adham, her tribe 
may. greatly irlcrease. God grant us su!;h a spiritual 
awakening that as individuals, ~s local churches, and as 
the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and 
Quebec, we may .be ''',proper'' 'Christians, "ensamples" 
from whom will sound out the Word of the Lord-the 
living Word that is alble to make men' wise 'unto salva­
tion-until it ,girdles the globe! 

THE TENT CAMPAIGN 
F. S.COOK 

but am now able to w'ork again, and have been asking 
the Lord to direct me to employment. Last week I 
applied, for a position-the fi,rst advertisment I have 
,antwered-,-and got it. I am to receive $40.00 a month, 
arid my room and board. When I am home I give my Many years a'go, word was ibrought back by adv~nture-
mother $6.00 a ;week, so I estimate I shall receive the some explore~s that ,~here ,was ~uch wealth lD the 
equivalent of $64.00 a month. Will you please enter , Western portion of thIS vas~ contlD~nt. ~onsequ~ntly. 
m~ as a contributor of $6.40 a month-for I do so want many people left ifihe comparatIve ease of t!te1r estalbhshed 
to be a 'JY1'oper Christi'an." homefil to se~k fame and for-tune, traversmg the ibreadth 

Th· . f h ·t h d f d of the land In huge covered waggons. 
IS young woman 0 w om we wrl e a con esse The s'ame word, in the spiritual sense, comes ringing 

·Christ openly, she had been baptized, she had joined from the,Northland to-day. Wide-visioned pioneers have 
the local church under whose ministry she had been gone up into that land and send :back ifihe report that 
saved-but she did not yet consider herself a "proper" there is a large field ,that is "white already unto harvest". 
Christian. Whether directly taught of the Spirit of Catching a vision of the possiJbilit~es, the tent' campaign 
God, or by the Spirit through the Apostle Pau., we do was organized, and workers were authorized 'by the Board 
no.t know; but she, is at least determined to heed the of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
apostle's adm~mition ,when he exhorts, "Therefore as ye and Quebec to go forwar<;i to reap ,the ripened harvest. 
abound in 'everything, in faith, and' utterance, and' . Ways and means of transportation were uncertain 
knowledge, and in aU diligence, and in your love to UIS, 

. until we received word from Mr. R. C~ Bauer, an earnest 
see that.ye abound in thi.s grace also.'~ Christian .ibusiness man in Kitchenex:, that one of his 

Having had something to do with the missionary trailers would ibe at our disposal for the whole summer. 
interests of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of It was 'an exceedingly kind offer, and one which we were 
Ontario and Quebec, as well as the missiona'ry enter- qui$!k to accept, for it solved a multiplicity of problems. 
prises 'fo1" which Jarvis 'Street Church i~ directly re- Now it is possi:ble for us to go ,into the rich Northland 
sponsible; Toronto Baptist Seminary .an'd. The Gospe] in a "covered wag,gon". 
Witness, we could not help coveting two things: the But the whole ,problem has not yet been solved. There 
,exuberant spiritual life, for every memb.er .of- every will be many things occurring· during the campaign whicll 
Union church, that gives rise t.o the desire to be a will ,perplex us. Satan will not leave a wol1k of this 
"proper" Christian, and the inevitable outcome of that nature to. go on unhindered, and ibecause . of this we 
desire, overflowing treasuries. We ,could have foreign covet your prayers on our behalf. We earnestly desire 
~ission interests the world around, we could evangelize that you will not forget us, ,but that day by day, hour 
the North that is now largely in the darkness of. Rome, by ,hour, you will hold us up ibefore the Lord, praying 
we could train and· send f.orth scores of young men and that He will strengthen us "with might by his Spirit 
women, we could maintain a strong evangelical testi-, in the inner man," and ,tha:t He will bless us and ena:ble 
mony at home-if .ou,r -churches were made up.of us !by His grace to win some :ear Him iby all means. 
"proper" Christians. - And all is 'not yet complete. The trailer needs some 

Following upon our interview with this young wo- furnishings, 'and such materials as pots and pans and 
man, we went to Brantford on Monday, t.o the Rally provisions of every kind w.ould serve to send us off 
of Union Churches held in Shenstone Memorial Baptist to a ,good start. The' la!iies of Jarvis Street B8Ipti8lt 
Church, where Rev. H. C. Slade, of Timmins, spoke most Church are very kindly co-operating to give the trailer 

r, 
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a . shower on Tuesday evening, June the first, but that 
does not mean that you who live out-ai-town, cannot 
have a share in tpis ,fine enterprise. Send your offering 
of foodstuff along, and we can assure you that it will be 
appreciated imd well taken care I of, for the, Campaign 
is long, and those engaged in it· are ,human. Perhaps 
you are notalble ;to send any canned goods or like 
bounties. Then send us the money. T,here are always 
a thousand and one things that need to be. purchased 
at the last moment and in these days ~'the almighty 
dollar" seems to Ibe quite elusive. . 

Here is a tangible way in w.hi~h to help along the 
cause of Jesus Christ. Here is a means of aiding the 
work ()f carrying the ,gospel of God's grace to the needy 
thousands in the vast Northland. Send in y,our contri­
bution to ,the Union of Regular Baptist Churches, 337 
Jarvis Street, Tororito 2. . , 

\ 

P.S.-We add a ·postscri,pt on our own account­
Wlhether it is editorially ethical, we are not surHbut 
Mr. Cook is not half 'importunate 'enough in asking for 
what he wants. Living in these new towns. in the north 
that are opening up, Ibecause of the distance from mar­
kets, and excessive transportation charges, is very high. 
Board, we understand, is $11.00 or $12.00 a week. These 
men will have 81ppetites that .go with hard work, new sur­
roundings and change of climate. They can easily carry 

I wi.th them in the car and trailer an albundance of eat­
ables~so send' to the Union offi,ce in quantities, every­
thing edible that is sold, or preserved . at home, in 
bottles and cans-fruit, pickles, vegetables, salmon, 
potted meats, biscuits, and so on. 

COMPLETENESS 
in applying for baptism a young lady, who was bap­

tized·a week or'so ago, pu,t the matter rather ;well, so ,well 
that to repeat her words, we feel, will heLp others. She 
said in effect: "At first I thoughtiba.ptism was a ceremony. 
I knew I was saved and I did not need a ceremony. Some­
one said that Jesus d,id not baptize, ibut I read in one of 
the Gospels :that he went to a certain country and baptiz­
ed (or had His disciples do so). Then I saw that bap­
tism was obedience. I fouglbt against it for some time, 
~lD'd 1 was very unhappy. The thing that ,brought me to it 
was tJhis thought: ~he great thing in this life is to have 
an object and to strive to reach it. I want to be a com­
plete Christian. I want to 'be baptized." Of course, we 
explained that it meant being ·buried with Christ .and 
rising with Him. She understood that. She wanted to 
be a complete Chri'stian. "Be ye also perfect (complete), 
even as your Father which-is in heaven is perfect (com-
plete)."-B. . 

"THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT 
ANALYZED" 

We have had to tell several of our readers during the 
last .few ,weeks tJhat our stiJpply of Dr. Shields' treatment 
of the Oxford Group Movement was exhausted. But so 
many orders have reached the office recently that we have 
felt iii; wise to print another edi.tion. The Ibooklet is now 
on the .press, and Vltill be read~ for mailing on Saturday. 
Will those interested, therefore, tell their friends that the 
booklet ,is 81gain availaJble through THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
offi'ce? T,hank you. ' 

THE EDITOR 
Our readers wiII Ibe happy to learn that withou,t a mo­

mentary set-back, Dr. Shields ,continues to improve daily. 
He now spends several hours each day out of lbed, and is 
making sure progress toward complete recovery. He ex­
pects on the first ,fine day to .be downstairs, 'and about 
the ·garden. 

ALL ABOARD FOR GERALDTON 
Geraldton is news these days. According to Tuesday's 

papers it is to be a half-way point on the new air service 
between Toronto and Winnilpeg. Aside from _ the fare, 
of course, this wiII be very convenient when our new 
Pastor in Geraldton needs a supply for the week-end! 
For "Geraldton is a long way from Toronto, being about 
180 miles east of Fort William. . • 

We have prin.ted ,before the story of the Lor!i's leading, 
in answer Ito which Mr. W. R. ,Slade went as advance 
agent for our work 'three' weeks ago. We quote from 
a letter received from him which is full of interest for 
all. 

"The Saturday night I arrived it was ,snowing drearily, 
which under the circumstances might have led to inward 
discomfort had I not the assurance God was :bringing us 
to this ,place .... It is a town in the making, rugged 
and. rough in every respect .. Buildings are continually 
being erected on the muskeg (the like of which I never 
saw Ibefore in, such quantity, or quality either), without 
cellar or chance of lawn or garden ,plot. Lots' are slty 
high; the one next to the Presbyterian Church on Main 
Street is to 'be sold at $3,000.00, and is not the size' of th~ , 
Seminary site. .of course, when taxes are levied, in time 
they will come _ down. Other things are in proportion, 
such as groceries, clothes, etc. There are a number of 
general stores, five barber' shops ·(5Oc a cut), four or 
five match-repairing shops, two hotels with running 
water now in every room, an undertaker, besides tailor 
,shops, iboarding houses, restaurants, dance halls, theatre, 
etc.-all the hell-dives you'll say, without a lamp of 
gospel testimony. The hydro was put through last win'ter, 
which is a splendid help. 

"Wickedness abounds on every hand. Newcomers are 
floating in every day, many ,with the idea that it is a 
rough country and they can do as they please. One of 
the Christian brethren told me, 'You have no idea what 
is ,going, on behind the scenes'. In course of my visita­
tion I have seen glimmers. However, two fine police­
men are stationed here; they would sooner fight than 
ea.t, so their presence .has curbed drunken Ibraws greatly. 
On the other hand, these people know no other life, and 
really have hearts of ,gold, generous to the extent af 
going without themselves. My heart longs to get the 
gospel to them .somehow, 'and ~ee them converted. 

"Our work is going to ,be slow: Everything, !bu,t GOd 
Who is for us, is against us. To ,the majority it is a new 
thing. The way ,they received the tracts indicated to me. 
such was new to these miners in contrast to some of those 
hardened old fellows' around Allen Gardens. It will mean _ 
constantly being on the spot and seizing every oppor­
tunity to get the Word home. It is teaching me as 
never before the albsolute necessity of a momentary 
walk with God, before the quick and quizzical eyes of 
these unbelieyers. The work of other such places, now 
in a !flourishing condition, all began on a sma:ll ana dis­
couraging scale-I have in mind Timmins specially., ,I 
do think, though, no work ever began" with such promise. 
God has placed in here a nucleus of consecrated men, 
zealous for His cause, and giving forth ,by lives and 
works a clear-cut testimony. In addition to that, they 
occupy influential ,positions in the material realm. Last 
Monday, Bro. Blozievsky fr.om Westfort Baptist Church, 
Fort William, arrived in. town as ,barber in the best 
stand in town. He is a pillar of that- fundamentalist 
cause, and, ,best of all, is able, and has done a great 
deal of speaking in open-airs and elsewhere, in Ukranian, 
Russian, and Polish. What a God-send I I pray we may 
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be able to have a meeting in Ukranian next Sunday night, 
there are so many of them here; if not then, very soon. 
Including himself, there are at least two or three 
Ukranians saved. . . 

"I would advi·se; if it could be secured, a lantern for 
children's work, with a few slides of choruses, etc. It 
would !be a great feature, I'm sure, to get and hold the 

. children. They are regular theatre-goers." 
Mr. Slade has also discovered a 'Baptist in the person 

of a school teacher who .is the new organist. In his 
letter he asks for a hymn ,book, wi,th notes in it. A 

. friend sent this the day after she heard a!bout it. We are 
~8IPPy to .Iearn that through the Beginners', Depar,tment 
of Jarvis Street Bible ·School a new lantern, valued at 
$60.00, which will use hoth slides and post-cards, has 
been secured, together with screen and stand. We are 
sure that this will !be an immense help to the work in 
this difficuLt town. We must reach the childr:en as well 
as the adults. Mr. Slade has already spoken in the two 
schools in the community, his former experience as a 
school teacher standing him in good stead. . 

We said albove that Mr. Slade went as our advance 
agent, .having had experience last su·mmer in the North, 
at Kapuskasing. We have aiso said before that Pastor 
G. ··B. Hicks resigned his work in Tottenham. Ontario, 
to go :to Geraldton. He leaves Thursday wi.th equipment 
of top-lboots, lantern, gun, etc., full of hope, eager to !be 
about the work. Of 'course he is ·countiiI·g on us in the 
Uni.on of Regular Baptist Churches to hold ,the ropes for 
hiom as ,he goes down this mine of souls. We must not 
fail.-;"B .. 

NEWS OF UNION CHURCHES 
A NORTHERN RALLY IN BRANTFORD-A sunny day 

and blossoms along the road for two large buses and many 
cars to go to Shenstone Memorial Baptist Church on the hilI 
at Brantford, May 24th. We received a royal !Welcome. Every 
preparation had lbeen made for our comfort. We met in the 
afternoon at 2.30 and in the evening at 7.00. . Between ses­
sions, a sumptuous meal was served by the Brantford ladies 
and heartily enjoyed by all the visitors. 

We had music: we learned new choruses, had violin selec­
tions by Miss 'Mary Jeffery, vocal numbers iby a four-part 
ladies' choir from Jams Street Church, xylophone solos by 
Mr. W. J. Hutchinson, and a combin{Ltion of piano, xylophone, 
and violins as .well. And then there was a Gospel Amateur 
Contest with a beautiful Coronation BLbie as first prize, and 
compensation prizes for all contestants. 

All these fomed. a setting for the addresses of the day. 
These were delivered in power by Rev. H. C. Slade, Baptist 

• "Bishop" of Northern Ontario. In the afternoon he spoke 
on "The Model ,Church", as that is descr:iJbed in the first 
chapter of' First Thessalonians. Its position is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus ,Christ. Its ministry is the 
preaching of the gospel, not· in word only, as is so often the 
case in these days, ibut in power, iii. the Holy Ghost, and 'in . 
much assurance, with lives that cor:resporid with the preach­
ing; ·with much affliction, which goes with the joy .in the 
Lord; and so goes the soundilllg out of the Word of the 
Lord to all the earth. In the evening the topic was "The 
Open Door in Northern Ontario." Here is ·a great door: here 
the people are busy, here are 200,000 souls, here is no fleet­
ing opportunity but a permanent one. It is an effectual 
door: much has already lbeen done, proving the gospel's power 
in that part. Souls have been' saved, churches have· been 
established, and new ones are being established for God's 
glory. But there are ,man·y adversaries: there is the Church of 
Rome that would claim the territory for her own, there are 
the powers of the world, there are other forces of opJ.losi­
tion .. We must enter this door: much work will be requIred, 
it wibl cost money, we must ibear it up in prayer. 

At the close of 'the message one of the brethren arose and 
said that while he had no money with him, he would promise 
a sum to be paid within the next month. A't his suggestion, 
.~PS 9.f. PIlLp'er were PIlL.I~~,. and pledges and con~ribu.~ons 

were made. There were (some who came to Brantford 
wondering h~ far Horne 'Missions are worth-while. They 
went horne convinced that they are irnmoosely profitaJble for 
·the Xingdom of God. Guests were present from Ottawa, 
L?ndon, Hamilton, Toronto, Windsor, and· intermediate points. 

CANNINGTON ASSOCIATION RALLY-On Monday the 
24th, ~r~u.ps fr~m most of the churches of 'the Cannington 
Asso~IatIon met ~oth afternoon and evening illl the Union 
Baptist Church, Lmd,say. At the afternoon ·session the pastors 
present each gave a word .of exhortation in an interesting and 
profitable way. . The ChIef address of the afternoon was 
delivered ,by Rev. John Byers of Bethel Baptist Church 
OrilI~a: H~ spoke ,!n Revival} emphasizing particularly th~ 
r~quIsI~e laId down m Malachi, ,Chapter 3, "Bring ye all the 
tIthes mto the. storehouse, that there may ,be meat)n mine 
house, and prove me now hereWith,saith" the Lord of hosts 
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 'pour yO~ 
out a ,blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it." . 

At the evening ·session Evangelist Foxmark, 'Who has con­
cluded 'a three weeks' campaign in the Bethel Baptist Church 
Orillia, gave the address. The hearts of all were refreshed 
by the fellowship and inspiration of these sessions. 
G~LT-~e Rose S~reet Baptist Ohurch are having speci~l 

meetings thIS week WIth Rev. iMr. Sandercock as evangelist. 
The first Sunday evenIng blessing !Was evident when a girl 
and an adult woman p~blicly confessed Christ. 

FENELON FALLS-The Women's Missionary Society of 
Fenelon Falls Baptist 'Church held an open session on Thurs­
day evening, May 20th. This was atte'llded ,by a 'good com­
pany o~ the Ibrethren and sisters of the Fenelon Falls Cihurch. 
The ChIef ,feature of; t~e special programme was a lantern 
lecture on Home MISSIons·, !by Rev. W. G. Brown. The 
speaker conclud'ed by reading from a letter received from 
Mr. W. R. Slade concernilllg the neIW work in 'Geraldton most 
of which letter is ~rinted in this issue of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS. The offering on that occasion was devoted to 
Home ·Missions, in the interest of which the address served 
to strengthen. . 

PASTORAL CHANGES 
Rey. Clarence M. Keen has 'become pastor of Benton Street 

Baptist Church, Kitchener. . 
Mr. Frank Vaughan has moved from Kinmount to the 

Home Mission field of Miner's Bay. 
Rev. and Mrs. Frank Wellington have now settled at Im-

manual Baptist Church, Westport, Ontario. • 
Mr. W. ,C. Tompkins .has gone to Sudbury to assist Pastor 

John R. Boyd in his wide and widening work. 
P~stor G. B. Hicks leaves for Geraldton to-morrow to take 

I up the work there. J . 

Any Pastor int~rested in procuring a Roto Speed Dupli­
cator at half its origdna~ cost, may communicate with the 
Jarvis St. Church Office. 

Bible· School Lesson Outline 
Vol. 1 2nd Quarter Lesson 23- June 6th, 1937 

DR. OLIVE L. CLARK 

THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS COMPANIONS 
Lesson Text: Psalm 1; Proverbs 1:7-19; 2 Cor. 6:14-.18 
Golden Text: "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 

counsel of the .ungodly, nor standeth in tJhe way of sin­
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scomful."-Psalm 1:1. 

I. Beware of the Way of the Ungodl.y-Psalm 1. 
- The Golden Text sums up the main .thought of the Psalm· 

namely, that the rioghteous man must not share the life of 
the unrighteous man, if he would enjoy the ,blessing of God. 
Note· the .pr()gress of thought, the three groups of words 
suggesting a retrograde movement, an increasing complicity 
with evH: walking, standing, sitting; counsel, way, seat; un­
godly, sinners, sc.ornful. Walking in the counsel of the un­
godly means taking a direction in life in line with the advice 
of the. ungodly (Prov. 4:14)! stand~ng: in the ~ay of ~!.rlD~r8 
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would 'be 'taking a position according to the sinner's method 
of life, instead of committing one's way unto Jehovah (Psa. 
37:5); sitting in the seat of the scornful denotes settling 
down in the condi~ion of scoffers. • 
. The one who would live a godly life must separate himself 
from the companionship of the ungodly, for their desires, 
deeds and destinies are in direct opposition to his. The 
righteous man's delight i~ in the will of the Lord, his 
waking and also his subconscious thoughts are controlled by 
the Word of God. The wicked man seeks his· own way 
(Prov. 1:31; Psa. 81:11, 12). Pride and 'Belf-will were the 
sins of S'atan: "I will ascend into heaven-I will sit upon the 
mount--I will ascend above the h"eights-I will be like the 
most High" (Isa. 14:13, 14). Contrast with this the Saviour's 
obedieJice~ "Not as I will, ·but as thou wilt" (Matt. 26:39). 

The righteous man enjoys heavenly prosperity, and his life 
is a blessing to others; the wicked man is worthless to 
himself and to others; even though he may have ea·rthly . 
prosperity for a season (Psa. 37:35-38). 

Again, in the day of judgment the ungodly man will not 
be able to make a stand (Nahum 1:6), nor will' he be found 
in the company of the redeemed saints (Rev. 21:27). The 
ungodly shall be destroyed, but the righteous shall be saved, 
for the Lord takes knowledge of His own (Psalm 37:18). 

II. 'Consent ,Not to tlie Plans of Sinners-=Proverbs 1 :7-19. 
Those who would gain a lmowledge of the truth should 

notice the first requisite, "the fear of the Lord". To love, 
honour and obey Jehovah is to have 'access to the One Who 
is Himself the Truth. 

"Yield not to temptation" is the substa."nce Gf the cGmmand 
Gf verse 10. The command Gf Scripture, "W:atch and pray 
that ye enter nGt into temptatiGn" (Matt. 26:41),.is more 
impGrtant, however, for .the Ibest way tOo avoid yielding to 
temptatiGn is to aVGid temptatiGn itself. If we keep away. 
from the CGmpany of evil-doers, they will have no oppGrtunity 
to entice us into ·sin. The story is told of a gentleman whG 
was desirous Gf Gbtaining a gOGd coachman. To test their 
CGurage and ability, prospective cGachmen were asked tOo 
drive the hGrses alGng a dangerous road, to see how near 
they CGuld. drive tOo the precipice without overturning the 
coach. One of the men drGve well, ,but when he came tOo that 
spot, made a wide swing, not even approaching the edlJe of 
the cliff. W,hen asked his reasons, he replied: "For the sake 
of safety, I was trying to see, not how clGse tOo the edge I 
could drive, .but how far frGm it." He was chosen fGr the 
pGsition .. Young peGple sometimes think it is smart to see 

• hGW far they can gQ intG sin withGut hurting themselves, but, 
in this case, "Discretion is the better part of valour." 

Promises of wealth Gr personal gain shGuld never influence 
a Christian to join a plot to destroy anGther (verses 11 to 
16). We are nGt justified in dGing evil that gGod may come 
of it; the end dGes nGt justify the means. 

It frequently happens that the wicked are caught lin the 
nets they have spread to destrGy Gthers (verses 17-19; Psa. 
7:15;- 37:14, 15; ·Prov. 26:27). Illustrate iby reference to' 
Haman (Esther, chapters 3-7). ThGse eager tOo have tOG 

much may lOose all. . It dGes nGt pay to keep CGmpany with 
those who dG nGt fe~r the LGrd. • 

III. Be Not" Yoked With Untielievers-2 Cor. 6:14-18. 

. Teachers Gf yGung peGple shGuld endeavGur tOo stress the 
importance Gf the commands here laid dGwn. TOo obey them 
is tOo .bring peace and 'blessing; to disGbey them is tOo court 
disaster and SGrrGw. . 

Explain what a YGke is, and shGW that it here stands 
fGr any assGciatiGn for the mutual and co-operative bearing 
of burdens, and for united service in a cGmmGn purpGse such 
as in marriage, Ibusiness partnershi.p Gr friendship. The 
YGke itself is nGt intended to be a iburden, !but tOo ibe an in­
strument for carrying .burdens. With an unequal, un­
,balanced YGke, Gne perSGn would dG mOore than his share 
Gf pulling, the YGke WGuld 'become .heavy, and there WGuid be 
slow progress; if any. NGte the Scriptural illustratiGn in 
Deut. 22:10. 

ReasGns for the cGmmand to be separate from wrong­
dGers are, given in verses 14 tOo 16. Mutual service and 
fellGwship should ,be the aims Gf true friendship, and such 
are nGt poss~ble when one Gf the persons is unsaved (Amos 
3:3). Righteousness and unrighteousness are nGt merely op­
posites, . but they are mutually ex~lusive; there can be nG 
harmony, but Gnly cGntinual warfare between them. The 
same is true Gf light and darkness, Scriptural syrn'bGls of . 
goGd and evil (JGhn 3:19-21; Eph. 5:7, 8); Gf Christ and· 
Belial (lICGr. 1 :9; 10:21); of the believer and the unbeliever; 
Gf the temple Gf the true and living God, as cGmpared with 
the temple of false and dead idGls. Remind YGunger schGlars 
Gf the impGssibility Gf keeping a rOGm ligiht and keeping it 
dark at the same time. 
. TherefGre, the Christian must separate himself from evil 
cGmpanions if he does nGt wish to share their guilt (lsa. 
52:11). TOo corne intG close CGntact with that which is sGiled 
will .b.ring contamination (Jude 23; Provo 6:27). Evil is as 
cGntagiGus in the mGral realm as disease is in the physical 
realm. As IGng as we live in this :world, we cannGt get away 
entirely from CGntact with evil, hut we are exhorted to have 
nG complicity with j,t (John 17:15; 1 CGr. 6:9, 10). In this 
matter, as in all else, ,the LGrd Jesus Christ is Gur great 
Example, He Who .lived "separate from sinners" (Heb. 7:26). 
Let us be willing to gOo withGut the camp with Him, bearing 
His reprGach (Heb. 13:13). . 

To thGse who live a separated life, the Lord prGmises that 
He will manifest Himself to them as their Father, granting 
them His paternal blessing and protectiGn. He says He will 
receive them; that is, welcGme them tOo His fellowship, so 
that they have a sense of their relatiGnship to Him. 'llhis 

. is nGt receiving them in the sense of saving them, fOol' the 
HGly Spirit is here addressing thGse already born again, as 
the cOon text shGws. He is the Father Gf all whG believe, but 
He manifests Himself as Father in a special way to thGse 
who obey His commandments (JGhn 14:21-23). 

"Having therefGre these promises, dearly ibelGved let us 
cleanse ourselves frGm all filthiness Gf the flesh and: spirit, 
perfecting ·hGliness in the fear Gf God" (1 CGr. 7:1).. 
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