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THE SHAME OF CHURCHES THAT ARE DENS OF mIEVES 

INSTEAD OF HOUSES OF PRAYER 
A Sermon by the ·Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

~reached i~ Jarvis ·Street .Baptist ·Church, Toronto, Sunday. Evening, February 28th, 193'1. .. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

.Broadcast over S~tion CKOC-:-1120 ·K;ilocyc1es 

"And Jesus went into the t~mple ot God, and cast·out all them ·that sold and bought' 
in the :temple,. and oyerth:r:ew the tables of the moneychan~rs, and the seats of them 
that sold doves, . 

"And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; 
but ye have made .it a den of thieves." . -Matthew 21 :12, 18. , 

. It" i~: popular nowadays to assume that human society 
is progressing toward a better state. Probably stich 
·~eaching was a little more prevalent, arid a little more 
pronounced, a few years ago than it is to-day .. No one 
will be disposed to dispute the contention that human 
'society is, in a· certain sense, progressing. It ought 
to be progressive. We are the heirs of th·e experience 

·of all those who have gone before u·s; ·and we ought to 
·Iearn how to iake ·advantage of what they have dis-
covered and··IE!ft for our· profit. 

And yet a candid, impartial, and thorough, analysis 
of the matter will show that human progress has 
largely been in material things. It is true that we 

. have learned how. to press superhuman powerlJ"into our 
service, how to make life·, at some points at least, a 
little more comfortable than it was for our forebears. 
But how far have we progressed in the higher things 
.of life? Is. it true that morally the· world is getting 
better? 
. We see nati9ns, drunk with sight of power, loosing 
wild tongues that have not God in awe: I.t will surely 
be acknowledged that in the realm of international rellt­
tions, the world seems to have lapsed into barbarism. 
Our own Empjre sought to set an example to the rest 
of the world by throwing away her armaments, by re­
ducing ourselves almost to a state of defenselessness; 
but now, ·disillusioned, we are endeavouring as rapidly 
as possi,ble to make up our arrears, and to save our­
selves from being made to acquiesce in a state of uni-
versal lawlessness. . . 

If we lOOK at our own· country, I am. unable to see 
much to boast of. This is a new ·world, and both· here 
and· in the United States, we are disposed to take credit 
to ourselves which properly belongs· to a gracious 
Providence. Our geographical position has saved us 
from very much that the rest of" the world ·is forced to 
·face. But if we examine our own ·immediate concerns, 
and look abroad upon, let us say, the Province of On~ 
tario -alone, I cannot see that we have much of which 
we may justly be proud. Certainly we are taking 
courses to-day which have never been known in this 
country before. No matter which way one looks, that 
is true. : 

I doubt" whether public morals were ever lower than 
they are to-day. Not very· many years ago, in smaJI 
communities, it was quite common for people to leave 
their doors unlocked, in the· confidence that nothing 
would he stolen. It would be a verY dangerous practice 
to pursue that course to-day. .. 

Whatever aspect of business life you bring under ·re­
view, industrially and commercially, dishonesty nearly 
everywhere prevails. I hope you are not foolis~ enough 
to believe more than a fraction of what -advertisers say 
of their products. Nobody in his senses· would believe 
half he reads or hears in that" direction. Of course 
there are, exceptions to the rule. 

And in the domestic realm, the same is true. We 
hear much about divorce, but that is not the worst of 
it; A lawyer said to me on one occasion, "You minis­
ters know, very lit.tle. ~bout the seamy ·si~e of .life. If 
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you had to deal with what we have to deal with, you 
would realize what conditions are." I said to him,' 
"But I have to deal with things before they reach you­
a~d hundreds at other things you never hear of:" We 
have come to a day when, if introduced to a woman, one 
is almost afraid to ask where her husband is. There 
are so many wrecked homes where the,re is no divorce. 

I am n'ot a pessimist. ' I have been here a good while, 
and have had a f'air opportunity to observe 'the trend 
,of public affairs, and I affirm that public morals were' 
never at a lower ebb than they are to-day. Ins almost 
impossible to shock people with anything. T~e public 
seem to have become incapable of moral indignation. 
, Since 1934 the Province of Ontario has been under 
,the rule of the underworld. That is a strong state­
ment. I say it deliberately, and by radio. I say i,t 
'for the information' ',of the Premier of this Province'. 
The government of this Province has been under the 
influence of the basest elements of our provincial life. 
There never was, since Canada was Canada.. a more 

'corrupting influence in the public life of any l'!ation, 
than the present Government of this Province. We ought 
to hang our heads in shame when reading of a report, 
submitted in our Legislature at a time wh'en'telis of 
thousands of people have not bread to eat, and when 
people are being taxed for tIle maintenance of tens of 
thousands of unemployed-a report 'to the effect that 
the liquor bill for this Province alone last year was 
nearly fifty millions or" doUars. Thai of course is the 
wholesale cost; probably in beverage rooms and govern­
ment liquor stores the consumers paid a hundred million 
dollars. If there were ,any moral senSe left, if, there 
were any pu'blic conscienc~ remaining, the 'people of 
this Province would rise in rebellion against such an 
abominable state, of affairs. , 

I c'annot see the' whole Province, but I have seen 
parts of it; and I am fairly familiar with this part of 
it; and I would not have believed that anything out" of 
the pit itself could have effected, in three years, such 
a transformation of this distri,ct as that devil's 'age,ncy 
in Queen's Park known as the Hepburn Government, 
has accomplished. 

I recently sent'workers to exami.ne these dens of in­
iquity roundabout this quarter, a number on Friday 
night, and a number last night I shall not speak of 
things that are beyond the law. The tragedy of it all 
is that these shameful conditions which now obtain are 
legalized, and that, whether we like it or not, we are 
made the unwilling partners in this damnable business, 
to the extent of nearly fifty million dollars last 'year. 

! could can many as witnesses, ibut, I sihall ask only 
two young men 19 come to the platform and tell us 
what they saw in a few of the beer-parlours round­
about this church l'ast night, they are students of To'­
ronto Baptist Seminary, Mr. Graham Reeve, and Mr. 
Walter Tompkins. Mr. Reeve will speak first: 

MR. REEVE: "Last night I went into the Avonmore Ho­
tel across the corner from this church to Obtain firsthand 
information, being careful to note: the number of women 
present, the percentage of young women, and the pre­
vailing conditions. 
, "My first entrance, a:ione, was around 10.45 p.m. Apart 
from profanity, the men's room was orderly; about fif~ 
teen men were seated quietly at the tables, drinking. 
There are two large rooms set apar~ for the women and 
their escorts. The floor"space I judge ,to be five-times 
that of, the men's quarters. ,The atmosphere of the 
women's beverage-rooms was sickening. A dense haze 

of tobacco smoke made visibility and breathing difficult. 
,Fully ninety per cent of those present, women as well 
as men, were smoking. The smoke screen was so thick, 
and the lighting effect so dim, that one could scarcely 
distinguish women from men, but'I counted at least. 
fift"y-seven women in the two rooms. I saw one girl 
about fifteen years of age seated at a full table; 
whether'she was drinking or not, she was at least ex­
posed to the customary sights of such a place. The 
ages of ' the womep would range from eighteen upward; 
the majority were in their twenties. 

"In company with Mr. TOJ!)pkins, I retu11led nearly 
an hour later. The place was even more crowded tha.:n 
011 my first visit, -and increasingly noisier. There was 
an hilarity whic~ showed the rising effects of the 
liquor consumed. '1 oDserved many who had been pres-

, ent when I"was there·first. ..' 
"We were prevented from making a careful survey in 

the Amba'ssador Hotel,' directly across Gerrard Street 
from this building, by a unifomied hotel employee who 
stood on duty at the curtained entrance to the dance­
hall. But clearly through the open entry, we could see 
fihat the women who were dancing were young, and 
there could be no mistaking the combinaiion of drink: 
ing and dancing .. 

"Following this, we walked d'own and across to the 
Windermere ,Hotel: For the benefit of the audi~nces, 
seen and unseen, we should say that we had no diffi-

, culty in locating these places-all of those named by 
my friend 'and myself are on Jarvis Street, between 
Gerrard and Dundas, with the exceptioh of the Hotel 
Tusco, which is next door ,but one to Dundas-om' 
b1l;)ck. " '. - , 

"At the Windermere Hotel we were told Iby an em­
ployee that he wa's sorry we 'could not be servect, but 
that the "last" call" was taken at ,11.45. "We have to 
be careful", he said, "because it is Sunday !low. But if 
it were any other 'night, you could be served la~er." I 
asked 'if we could look around; and he said, "Sure." 
When we tried to enter the combined dancing-floor and 
women's' 'beverage-room he 'shut the glass door;, but 
that did not prevent our having a look around. Here 
again young women were much in evidence, and things 
were far from being dull-drinking and dancing were 
going on in the same room. 

"I: would say that the ,manifest evil is in the mixed 
.drinking. The me'n's rooms were comparatively quiet, 
but in the women's rooms many young women were 
present, and, as closing time drew near the noise and 
effects of drink increased. If those who profess t~ see 

,no evil in these drinking haunts would take time to 
pay a personal visit of inspection between eleven o'clock 
and midnight-and one does not need to order beer to 
do so-it would do more to open their eyes, ,and cha~ge 
their minds, than any amount of talking and per­
suasion. One careful visit will for ever sicken the 
visitor, ,and cause him to throw hi-s whole influence to 
the support"of a purged Ontario." 

DR. SHIELDS: Thank you, Mr. Reeve. Mr. Tompkins 
will now give us his observations. 

MR. WALTER TOMPKINS: "Anyone whois familiar with 
this sectioh of Toronto will support our observations of 
one night. I merely add a few facts ,to what Mr. Reeve 
has told you, for your consideration. 

"Across from Jarvis Street Baptist Church, ,on the 
southeast corner, is the Ambassador ~oteI. We visi,ted 
this place, and noted that the dance floor was crowded 
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with couples,. mostly young people. Later we returned anyone contend that, say, twenty-five year.s ago, there was 
as the place was 'emptying--drun:ken men. stood noisily no evil? Certainly not. But our Lord said, "Ye are the 
on the corner' outside, and women under the influence salt of· .the earth.''' It dOes not take .very much salt 
of. liqiJor were helped into cars driven by men Who, if to stay tbhe progreSs of. corruption, and if the church 
not drunk, at least had taken liquor. were' what it ought to be, if ·it were mad,e up of those. 

"I saw a girl. of about twenty-1jve years of age cO!lle who ought to compose. it, people. who. have. Ibeen born· 
out of the Walsingham Hotel, which ·is near the Am- aga~n, if it ·were really salt i~ the ini!lst of the mass of· 
bassador, on Jarvis Stre~t. She was obviously drunk, .corruption, would at least restrain these evil forces, and 
and .as she crossed the road and. proceeded down Jar:vis accomplish something for' the 'betterment of' human 
Street she reeled along the sidewalk. This is not un- society. . : . . . . . . 
common on Jarvis Street, and some ·here could. vouch I shall endeavour to show you .this evening t,hat the 
that they have' been accosted by drunken women.. salt has very largely lost its· savor, and that "it is he~' 

"About five minutes .to twelve we passed the Tusco forth goOd for notb,ing, but to be cast out, and to be 
Hotel, which is on the east side of Jarvis Street, just trodden under foot of men." Whether you object to my 
below Dundas Street. We could see that a fight was in critici~m of other ch~rches or not, I do not. car~~ . I 
progress in the beverage",room. Shortly after, a woman want the .people of Toronto, and w.hoever may .hear· me 
ur;tder the' influence of liquor waS ~hrown out by' several this evening, to know something of what we understand 
men. I say, ".thrown", because she was violently.resist- . a church ought to lbe. .1 do not wimt to be classed with 
ing, and shrieking that someone had insulted her. She those who drink, and gamble. If there are' churches of 
was followed by her husband, who was hopelessly drunk. . tJhat sont, I want' peopie gEmel'ally to. understand ·that 
Cursing loudiy; and protesting that she had been insulited, there is one chunfu . that looks upon these churches as 
the woman again sought en-trance into the hotel, but'was being just as truly the agencies of the devil as the beer-­
resisted by the hotel employees. Finally she was hurried parlours.' Indeed, I believe such churches do more harm 
to the sidewalk by'some men who came from the hotel, in tJhe en'd than all the be~r-parlours. . . 
and immediately a fight was in progress, with the woman The respons~bmty for the presen.t state of affa:irs in 
I!ometimes· lying on .the street. In the struggle her hus- the . Province 'of Ontario must be laid at the door of the 
band was knocked down, and as far as I could see, was professing 'Qhristian church and its ministerS; for it: 
practically unconscious .. Someone shouted for the police, the church generally, and its ministers generally, we.re 
who came and dragged the man along the sidewalk, and about the Lord's business, if churches were doing .wbat 
leaned him against a "call-box". until the police-van came. ou.ght to be done, if churches were standing for the, 

"The hotel rapidly emptied, and drunken men and wo- things ,for. which they ought to stand, 'Such conditio~~. 
men poured out-among them, the girl I had seen' stag- .. would· be utterly impossible. 
gering down ·Jarvis Street. She now had a male escort, 

"W'e turned and walked home, meeting numerous 
drunks on the way; and we earnestly wished tha:t some 
people we know who defend th~ ·beverage-rooms could 
have been present with us and obtained first-hand 
information. The facts we hl!-ve given you are ibut a 
very small cross-section of the fruits ofi the liquor traffic. 
If t~e sights we saw 'are so tragic and revol-ting, what 
must the unseen be 7" 

DR. SHIELDS : Such condit-ions as have been de.scri,bed by 
these young men would have been 8lbsolutely imPossible 
in Ontatio a f~w years ago. 'Dbe recital cxf a description 
of such scenes would have been quite enough to move the 
authorities to action. I a'm not quite clear as to the pres­
ent status of these places in this neighbourhood. The Am­
bassador Hotel was refqsed a license to condqct a public 
dance hall, ,but they continue with their orchestra and 
dance .nightly. The same was true of the Windermere 
Hotel, ibut they carryon as' though they .had a license. 
I do not kno~ whether the license ,th~y applied for was 
to permit them to go farther than they are going now 
without pennission. 

'There is to be a temperance convention held in Toronto 
Thursday mld Friday of this week, in 'Cooke's Pre'sby­
tel-ian Church. I ihope something may be accomplished. 

But what is the use of discussing these. matters? 
W,ho is responsi,ble for them? Shall we blame the church 
or churches for conduct like this 7 I read that a repre­
sentative of a certain denomination, at an official meeting 
'recently; complained of drinking among church officials, 
insisting tha:t some church officials' get drunk. I do nOit 
know what kind of church that is, ·but I suppose nearly 
anything is possible in our day. 

aut where is the difficulty? Does anyone suppose 
that it ~ould be possible for the church to effect a 
complete ~f~rmaltion .of th.e. ~lIovince of 9ntari~? Will 

. , 

\ 

I. 
Look for a moment at the sto:r:y I have r~ad to. you, 

of our Lord's acltion in dealing with the. defilers of the 
te'mple, which was representative of organized religion, 
of the religion of Jehovah in the days. of His flesh. In 
-the Old Testament. we read of ·an. effort on the part of . 
some to ,bu.iJd "a city and a ',tower, whose top ,(snould) 
reach un·to heaven". Thougth the Babel ',builders failed, 
and' were scattered, they ihave 'heen renewing t,heir ef­
forts from that day until now-trying by human means 
to build a tower that would lift men to the skies. 

Jacob ·had his dream of a ladder set up upon earth 
whose .top reached to heaven, and he saw the angels of 
God ascend·ing and descending upon·ilt. Its significance 
is suggested to us by our Lord Himself Who virtually 
said that He was, in His' own . proper person, the realiza­
tion of Jacob's dream, a Ladder set up upon earth, Whose 
top reached to heaven, upon Whom the angels of God 
ascended and descended, Himself: being ";the way, 'the . 
trulth, and the life." 

. When God communiocated Himself to His ancient 
. people, He summoned Moses into the mount, and shOwed 

,him a pattern of heavenly things,. ·and· laid down the 
'cOnditions upon' Wihich men might approach a holy God. 
The t~bernacle was the result, with itE! 'altar of sacrifice, 
its cleansing -blood, its higth priest, its holy of holies; 
its mercy-seat. There God rev.ealed .upon what terms 
He would meet with sinful men. Hence the temple was 
designed to ,be "a house of prayer for all people". It. 
was 'set up 1lhat men, -might lea!n ,how. notwithstanding 
their sinfulness, they mig.ht come into the presence of a 
holy God-by cleansing from their sin, and, making their 
prayer 11;0 be heard i-n he.aven~pod's dwelling-place. That· 
was w.balt the temple was for, .and that 'is what its modern 
counterpa~, t~e church, 'is for. A church ought to be a 
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house of· .prayer, a body of regenerated people, a 
separated society, a heavenly colony, a company of people 
whose citizenship is in heaven, and who recognize the 
Kingship o·f the Lord Jesus, and who are governed by 
the laws of His kingdom. 

But what did our Lord Jesus find? Coming into the 
temple,. He found the religious officials of lIis day-the 
chief priests, the scribes, and the Pharisees-engaged 
in· buying and selling. The tables of the money-changers 
were there, and in one way or another they were making 
profit of their religion. Nor were they even making it 
honestly, for the Lord Jesus, Who never erred, s·aid that 
that which was designed to be a house of prayer, had 
been made "a den of thieves". 

What about the church to-day? Is iIt true of the 
modem church? Does the church generally represent 
God? A man came to me not very long ago--he· had 
come from the West, 'and was·taking a position with an 
ill.surance company in TorOlllto. 1lhe manager of the com­
pany, he told me, said Ito him, "What are your church 
connections?" "Religiously, I am a: Baptist." "Do you 
know anyone in Toronto?" "Yes; I know a certain 
minister.'; "If you want to establish a connection to 
begin your business you must select a good church and 
work in the membership of th8lt church. Whom do you 
know?" He named a certain preacher. "His is a fairly· 
large church, and would be a good place to.lbegin." But 
said the ·man, "I do .not use my religion in that way, sir. 
I hope I shall apply the principles of my religion to my 
business, but I will not join any church' in order to makt' 
the church a means of profit." 

When I was in London, before I came Ito Toronto, there 
was an undextakerJl' firm in which there we're three part­
ners, each of .whom had a family. The families con­
si'sted of grown people,. and there were no two members 

. of anyone of the three families belonging to the same 
church. They spread themselves over several churches 
in order to get as much Ibusiness as possible. God 

. was greatly prospering' us, and we .had large crowds, 
and one of the parrtners came and wanted to join us, but 
I told ihi-m we were not ready for the undertaker I ~ I· 
gave him the cold· shoulder, and told him ours was not 
a church where people were allowed to make merchandise 
of their religion. No honest man, not to say Ohristian, 
would stoop to anything so contempil;i,ble as tlbat. yet 
I fear that is all too characteristic of many churches 
to-day. They are houses of merchandise in very tru·tb. 

Furthermore, we ihave in our day a new s·irtuation. The 
church is made a iSChool of dramatic art, if you ·please. 
You can read in any evening paper of dramaJtic societies 
beloriging to certain churches. Shame on the church r 

, Shame on the ministers who allow such things in the 
_use of God I I care not whether it is Baptist, or U,nited 
Church, or Presbyterian, or Anglican, or Roman Catholic 
~hatever it be: a religious institution that fosters 
:tha.t kind of thing is not a Ohristian church. It is one 
of the devil's chief agencies for the destruction of the 
souls of men, agencies of Hollywood, cultivating a ~aste 
for the ·theatre tha~, according to the chief of Police of 
one of America's largest ctties, is one of the greatest 
crime-producing agencies in the world to-day. Nor is 
that all. We have these places such as the Ambassador 
and Windermere Hotels. I anathematize them in the 
name of title -Lord.. They are veritable trap-doors to hell, 
exi~ti-ng fo~ 'the destruction of young men and women. 
YetI do not believe they ar.e more· evil-or so evil-as 
is the church 1lhat! is made a dancing-school. 

Some years ago. when my friend, the late Dr. Johh 

Roach· Straton, of New York, was preaching for me 
here, he spoke strongly on these matters .. I did not"· 
then know about them; I had never been in a dance ,hall 
in my life. It is not necessary to take poison in order 
to be sure it is poison: when you see the red label, leave 
it alone. On that occasion he said far stronger t.hings 
than I would ·have ·dared to say -because I could not speak 
from observation. . , . 

The next day a lady called me, the matron of a chain 
of 'hostels from Halifax Ito Vancouver, under the direc­
tion of a certain denomination, for the care of un­
married mothers. She asked me to bring Dr. Straton 
to see her.· We went, and in that home there were about 
twenty-five 'girls, the youngest was sixteen,. and the oldest 
was not more than twenty-five-all _of them expectant 
motihers. Said this ·woman, "Tell these gen.tlemen what 
has been respon·sible for your downfall;" and one after 
another, wilthouil; a solitary exception, said it was the 
public danCe, and one ·of .them said it was a dance in a 
church! When an organization bearing the Ohristian 
name is used to promote dramatics and dancing, surely 

. the church has wandered leagues away from the Bible. 
And now we have another evil. I .do not mow what 

bingo is, except that it is a ·gambling game. It may be 
a mild sort of gambling; bu,t what does it matter Wih8lt 
sort of game it is, Wihether.it be· cards, or horse-racing, 
or wGl,'at-not? Gambling is gambLing, and it cannOit be 
dressed up and made respectable. The gambler is a po­
tential thief. He is a dishonest man, who proposes to 
get something for nothing. He endeavours to profit 
himself by someone else's loss. He knows very well that 
he can .get notJhJing whioh someone else does not lose. 
All tQat he gets, ihe gets unfairly, disnonestly. And when 
gambling gets into a ·man's blood, it is like a fever. 

I had a man here some years ago who professed con-
. version. He IMIS very penitent about liis past record: 

he had been a gambler, and ·had wasted 'hi~ money. He 
had a store, and he owed some money on the fixtures . 
He was afraid he would lose ltihem, and wanted some mem­
ber of :the chureh to help him. Do not let anyone sup­
pose the trick can be repeated, because we do nOit do it 
now. Burt- a man who believed in him, advanced him 
five hundred dollars to save him from the bailiffs-but 
the bailiffs came later. He went to work for someone 
else, and stole a thousand dollars from his employer to 
bet on the horse-races. He was brought into court, found 
gu,ilty, and sentenced to a term in prison .• 

His wife. came to see me later,· to ask if I would~ 
sign a paper seeking his parole -before the expiration of' 
ibis sentence. I said I should like to -have a talk with her 
first. "Ddd you"; I aSked her, "know about Ihis gambl­
ing?" "Yes; I did." "Did you encourage him in it?" 
"Not at first, but later I'thought iIt would be a way of· 
·getting out of OIur difficulties, so I did encourage him 
at last." I said, "You were a partner with him in his 
gambling?" "Yes." '1 then said: "Instead· of· seeking 
your husband's release, if I had authority, I would send 
you to prison to keep him company." . 

She oug.ht to have gone to jail. And so ought the 
preacher or priest· to go, who encourages g~mlbling in his 
church. No man who turns the house of God into a den 
of thieves is worthy to be called a minister· of Christ. 
I want to dissociate myself from all institutions of that 
sort that call themselves churches. I want all the· world 
to know that in ibhis place we aJbhor such ins-titu-tions, 
th8lt 'We believe they are of the devil's own brood, and 
not in any sense Christian. . 

A man .told me only this ·morning of a certain priest 
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in this city who bought a bag of flour at a store, and 
persuaded ,the store-keeper rto give hi~ another·ba'g. He 
paid seventy-five cents for the one he' .bought-'--twenty~ 
four pounds. The flour was delivered to a chur~, and 
throug.h this bingo gambling game the first bag netted 
'the church ei.gh,t dollars and seventy~ve cents, and .the . 
second ·bag, six-seventy-five. A seventy-five cent expen­
diture was turned into fifteen dollars and a half-f9r the 
good of the church. . 

His Worship the Mayor, and Controller Hamilton, not­
withstanding: these things are not made respectable 
by being conducted in the church. Do not tell me i~ is 
either good business, or good religion. A man is seven­
eighths of a fool to indulge in such things. If someone 
has .. fifteen dolla.rs and a half to give to tlie church, let 
him give it as unto the Lord. If he has fifteen doll~ 
and a half to give to the poor, let him give it of a free 
hand. Or if he ,has but a fraction of the 'amount, let him 
give what he can as unto the Lord': "He that ha:th mercy 
on the poor, happy is he." Gambling is not improved 
nor to be condoned, because held in a church. My ob­
jection is not to the game i.tself-It may appear not a 
very .. serious off~nce, only a simple game of chance. But 
it is the beginning of gambling. That is the point. 

I am amazed sometimes when I see reproductions of 
photographs in the daily press of men prominent in horse­
racing, men who have spent their lives promoting ·gambl­
ing-who because they have done well for themselves are 
lauded as "leading citizens." Leading whom? and where? 
If society were what it ought to ,be, if the public were 
morally sensitive; or had a due sense of responf!iibility 
to God or their neighbours, every such man would be 
treated as a social outcast, .he would be looked upon as 
a potential criminal who had, unfortuna.tely for the pub­
lic good, ellCalped the penitentiary. I declare that these 
practices, altogether aside from the question of religion". 
lead inevitably to the ruin of those who participad;e in 
them, and they drag others down with them. I am 
aSihamed to have to acknowledge th'a.t there is any insti­
tution on earth ibearing the name of Christian which 
will so drag the adorable name of my Saviour and 'Lord 
in the mire, as to link it up with these practices tha.t 
are -inspired' by the adversary himself. 

Let me remind you further that when our Lord came 
upon such conditions in the temple, John says "he made 
a scourge of small,cords, (and) he drove them all out 
of the. temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured 
out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables." He 
was not "the gentle Jesus" then, was He? There was 
indignad;ion in those eyes which were 'as coals of fire. 
The anger of a holy God blazed in His countenance, as 
He drove them ou,t of the temple, saying, "Take these 
things hence; make not my Father's house an house of 

. merchandise." 
What followed? The reUgious officiais did not like it. 

Many preachers will not like my address this evening. 
T·hey will say, "He 'is an emremist." I am an extreme 
man where ,these .things are concerned. If they do not 
like my sermons, our dislike is mut\laJ for I do not like 
either their profession or their practice. I would say 
to any priest or minister who countenances· these things, 
'~You are a disgrace to ·the name you bear in encouraging 
people to start on that ibroad road that most certainly 
leads to destruction." 

II. 
Shall I tell you where the .remedy lies? Our Lord JeSus 

purged the temple; He drove them ou·t; He overturned 
the tables of the money-ebangers--and the money went 

. rattling to the floor, asHe swung that whip of ~rds 
about Him. In His hand it must have meant somethmg: 

They .sought to destroy Him, as .the devil will seek to 
destroy any man who stands for righteousness to-day, 
in the chu·rch or out of it. Oh tha.t He would come and 
pU'rge His temple again! He does come, and. where ~e 
is given the pre-emine.nce, where the authority of HIS 
Word is proclai.med, where ,the principles of His gospel 
are appI-ied to human character and conduct, He still over­
turns the taibles of the money-changers, He' still drives 
them out-not with a w.bi.p of small cords, but with 
a ,two-edged sword. 

Tha.t is what every preacher needs to-day. If I had 
the ear of my brethren in the ministry, I think I could 
speak to them from experience, and say, "My breth.:ren, 
dn the name of the Lord, Whom you profess to serve, let 
me' conjure you to insist Uipon it, thad; you shall have a 
clean church, free from these things." I would rathe~ 
have a congregation of 'half a dozen on a street corner 
with the ·provel'lbial soap~box-I do not know why ·~he.y . 
use a soap box in preference rto other iboxes, unless It IS 
suggestive of a cleansing element-and be a free man,. 
free·to declare the whole counsel of God, and to admonish 
sinners to repent, then I would occupy th~ J?ulpit ~f the 
greatest church on earth where the ~mlster 1.S: e~­
pected to tone down his messSlge to 8ULt the rehglous 
sinners in ·the congregation. We have no room here for 
dr.inking church officers. Thank God, I have none of 
them in the membership of this church, nor-any patron 
of the dance-hall or of the gambling table. When the 
Lord Jesus Christ takes His place in'the midst of His 
church, when a chu·rch is what a church is represented 
to ,be in the New Testament-made up of men and wo­
men, everyone of whom professes to have b~n born 
Slgain, and separated from the world and all i.tS ways, 
shut up to God to do His work in the world-when y~u 
have churches like ,that, ;they will be respected, they Will 
be feared. . 

It is very .interesting to study t.he psychology of our 
'text. These religious officia:ls. gather their. robes ab?ut 
theni,saying, "He is a fanatic .. We do no~ hke .th~~ kmd 
of religion. We will have nothmg to do With Him. They 
"sought how they 'might destroy hiom: for they feared 
him, because all.the people was astonished at rus doc­
trine". I am often asked if I am not afraid to· atta~k 
these beer-iparlours, if I am not afraid someone wlll 
knock me on the head? No! I challenge them to do it, 
-all the liquor interests, and the Government thrown 
in, and the Roman Catholic church beside. They know 
very well that kind of thing would not pay. I am as 
safe as though i had an armed body-guard-and I do 
not carry arms. . I indict these places as agencies. of the 
pit and had I the power I would blot everyone of them 
out of existence. 

But what about you, my friend? Blessed be God, t~ere 
is "a house of ·prayer for all people". There is·.On~ Who 
has fulfiUed all thad; was promised in <tabernacle and 
temple. : He is Himself the Altar; He is Himself the Sac­
rifiCe' He is Hdmself the High Priest; He is Himself 
the Mercy-aeat---and through ,the rent veil Qf His own 
flesh He entered once for all into the holy place, "ther~. 
to appear in ·the presence of God for us.". '. 

We have not long to live here. It really is not worth­
while and is ibut a short-fJi,ghted policy, to live ,for. the 
things of time. I suppose we' shall all "end our life's work 
one of these days, and some people will have something 
to say albout us af.ter we 'are gone. It makes no differ­
ence what they say. J® said. "My witness la in heaven. 
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and my record is on high." But I want it to be known time trying to multiply members of such churches as we 
that, in the view of those who worship here, the gos- ha:ve tbeen Slpeaking of this evening. But I would go far 
pel of the ,grace of God still stands. There is no other to lead a poor mnner to the feet of ,Christ. Will you trust 
way Of salvation !but throQ,gh the precious blood of Christ. Him? Trust Him wholly; for time and for eternity; and 
It -means as much to be aOhristian .in the New 'Testa- go out of this bu'ilding to-ni'ght God's man, God's woman, 
ment sense as it ever did. It means what you saw in \ separated from the world, Sihut up to Him, to live for 
'syMbol in the ordinance of baptism this evening, to be Him in. time, and to !:ive in His immediate presence 
buried wilth Christ "by baptism into death: that Uke as through all eternity. 
· Christ was meed u,p from the dead by 1:lhe glory of the I know of no other remedy for the world's ills than a 
"Father, even so .we also should "Walk in newness of Hfe." return to the principle of ind·ividual salvation. You can-

. Are you a church member? Are you walking in new- not build a 'Christian social order without Christians. 
ness' of life? Are you adorning the doctrine of God your You cannot build a Christian society of gambling, danc­
.Saviour in all thtings1 Are you' endeavouring to put iog, theatre-going churches. Only as we put Christ first, 
Chdst ,into your ,busjness, into aH your affairs, whether can we !bring anything to pass that will last. 
you ,be' an employer or an employee, whether you buy I have spoken to you simply this evening, but I cannot 
or sell, or what~ver you do--have you learned that what- for myself remain silent in the .presence of these evi·].s. I 
ever you do, you should do all in the name of the Lord? do not know that I have any pOwer Ito prevent them, but 
We should be Christians seven days in ·the week, Christ- so far as I have any, I .propose,to exerci-se it. I can at 
ians everywhere" at home and albroad; always wbhoring least bear wd,tness against them. If men and women are 
ihat which is evil, always' resi-sting the dewl, and always taken to destruction through these agencies, it shall not 
standing for the things of God? .' ·be. for the want of warning them to flee from ~hese 

If you are not·a Christian, do you not wish you were? things. Come ,to Chl'list now. None !but Jesus can do 
I do not mean, a church member. I would not waste my • helpless 'sinners good. 

THE' STORY OF THE PLOT THAT, FAILED \ 
• The 'History of a Church's Struggle to Maintain an Evangelical 

Ministry in a Free Pulpit 
By T. T. SmELDS 

CHAPTER XVII. 
At 'the inauguration of the church, recorded in the 

second chapter of Acts, it is said, "And suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind. 
and it filled all the house where they were sitting." 
The Spirit of God provided the very .atmosphere of that 
upper room, filling not only the people, but the house 
as well. Nothing less than the condition th~re described 
is the privilege alike of the Individual b~liever and of 
the' collection of believers known as a church. It is 
said that He has "raised us up together, and made us 
sit "together. in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" .. 
· The atmosphere, of the "heavenly places" should ever 
pervade the house wherein the people of God worship. 
Indeed, just as a diver, far below the surface of the 
water, breathes the atmosphere sent down to him from 
above, so believers are even here and now citizens of 

. the heavenly country, whose privilege it is to receive 
their spil-itual· supplies from above. 

Since writing our last chapter we have·carefully per­
used the pages of the minute-book of the Finance Com­
mittee, which records the operations of a body domin­
ated by that carnal element which was being led· by the 
tool of McMaster University. I have been most inter­
ested in 'observing ~he positively satanic ingenuity dis­
played by men who obviously were devoid of any experi­
ence of divine grace, 'but were the willing instruments 
of "that spirit which now worketh in ~he children of 
disobedience". 
· How imperative it is that the church should recognize 
the 'absohit(! nece.ssity of committing i.ts business affairs 

"'to men of definit'e- spiritual' qualities!' It does not fol­
low that because a man !s fairly successftil in business 

or professional life, that he is therefore possessed of 
such qualities as will ma,ke him' a useful administrator 
in the affairs of a Christian church. 

Perusing these minutes, I have noted both with grati­
tude and with grief the name of one man possessed of 
qualities that were truly princely, and who might have 
been a leader and commander of the people but for his 
evident lack of resoluteness. He was a great-hearted 
man, 'of noble impulses, who had never deliberately led" 
anyone astray, but who failed to lead people aright, 
for want .of the quality of determination that would 
enable him uncompromisingly, frankly, and finally to 
say Yes or No, as considerations of righteousness and 
truth might require. 

Throughout the year 1920 I lived as a man in normal 
health suffering from a tooth-ache which made exist­
ence little less than a prolonged torture. The bad tooth 
was. the McMaster representative who had wormed his 
way into the Finance Committee, and whose operations 
were designed to keep the financial nerve of the church 
open and under constant irritation, with the evident 
intention of giving as much' pain as possible. 

Jarvis Street had no financial problem. Its financial 
resources were adequate to meet every need of the 
church. The B. D. Thomas Hall, a naIJle which, withou,i 

. suggestion, I had gi.ven it, had remained unfinished for 
nearly seven years. Nearly thirty thousand dollars of 
·u,npaid subscriptions .were on .the books of the Building 
Fund Secretary. These young men who, judged by any 
standard of Christian usefulness, could be likened to 
nothing -better than ecclesiastical mosquitoes, suddenly 

, developed a concern for th!! completion of thi-s building, 
for the sake of the memory of the man whose name it 
bore. . -

1 
t , 

1 
~ 
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We find minutes too, proposing the increase, of the 
Office Secretary's salary, a woman who later proved 
herself to ;be a not very distan.t relative of Iscariot. 
These young men became, suddenly concerned over the 
salary of the caretaker of that time,' and proposed an 
increase; and an increase for the caretaker of the Par­
liament Street Branch. While publicly complaining of 
financial straitness, in committee they were constantly 
maneuvering to create a deficit" and' precipitate a 
financial crisis. The atmosphere of ,the minute-book of 
the Finance Committee of that d,ay has nothing in com­
mon' with the atmosphere of the upper room, but 
breathes ihe enmity of the s~rpent for the Seed of the 
woman. 
, Ministers who still have to endure such "assistance" 
and "service" 'and "help" as,may be represented by 'a 
carnallYdninded ,Finanr;e Committee have my' pro­
foundest sympathy. Ther,e could n9t be found wealth 
enough in the world to compensate me for even a year's 
endurance of such humi1iat~ng stings as marked my ex~ 
perience of 1920. I would not Hken those responsi'ble to 
jungle beasts-that would necessitate an apology to the 
whole animal world. They were rather like the mos­
quitoes of a swamp, generating yellow or typhus fever. 
Personally insignificant, they possessed the power to in­
fect a multitud~ with their deadly' poison.' 

In the early part of 1921, the Executive of the 'For­
ward Movement Comrqittee of the Convention proposed 
to follow up the financial campai,gn by holding confer­
ences throughout the Convent.ion territory, for the pur­
pose of deepen~ng the spiritual life of the churches: 
A conference ,on evangelism w,as held in Jarvis Street 
Church, and th~re seemed to be a promise of definite 
spiritual blessing. Arrangements 'for these conferences 
included, of course, the selection of certain speakers. I 
was assigned to the conduct of three conferences. 

Although I had said nothing about it, in my own 
, mind I ha,d set my heart upon having one of my own 

Deacons accompany me. Seldom have I ever met a 
man to whom my affections were drawn out, as to' him. 
We became quite close companions,' and for a good 
while; if we did not walk to the house of God in com­
pany, we frequently walked from it; 'and spent many a 
Sunday evening, after ,service together. : ' 

I have already, in this story, referred to our intimate 
association. He was a man of decided spiritual capacity, 
and I recall one Sunday evening, when he prayed most 
earnestly'in the prayer-meeting held before the service, 
'and' then, with three or four others, as I went to my 
pulpit, repaired to the vestry and spent the whole time 
of, the preaching service with these men before God 
upon his, knees, pleading for God's blessing upon the 
Word as it was preached. That evening there were 
several confessions of faith. In the after-meeting 'fol-

,_ lowing, he prayed again; 'and I recall with what thank­
fulness I praised God for his fellowship. 

When the confere~ces for the deepening of spiritual 
life were planned, it was my desire that this brother 
should accompany me,' and I was delighted when I dis­
covered that the desire was mutual. It "las arranged 
therefore that we should go toget~er, and the plan 
required us to speak in two Ontario cities, and in a 
large industrial town. There were to be two meetings 
in each place, afternoon and evening. 
, It was in the midst oJ winter, 'when the temperature 
was neal~ to zero. We had a' good warm meeting'in the 
afternoon, at whicl1'both my. friend and I 'gave addresses. 

But there was no outward manifeStation of any,thing 
out of the ordinary having been aooQmplished. ' , 

Here let me introduce a parenthesis in' my story, and, 
for that purpose, I must retrace my steps ,by several 
months. At ,the close of a Sunday evening ~rvice, a 
gentleman introduced himself to me, and said he had 
come from a city aJbou~ two hundred miles away, for the 
purpose of seeing me. He had been present at both ser­
vices, 'but thougIit it- wise' not ,to intrude until the day's 

-work was done. He came to the vestry, and' we remain­
ed in c,onference and prayer until one or two o'clock in 
the morning. , 

This man tol,d me he was a Deacon of the Baptist 
Church in the city 'where he lived, and that his fellow­
Deacons were all fine men, but they were aJbout equally 
divided on spiritual ~a,tters. He said half of the Deacons 
desir:ed to see the church spiritually aggressive, and 
athrob with the power of the Holy Ghost, bu,t that the 
others were content with a respectaJble worldliness. Many, 
of their members, he said, were fond of card-playing, and 
had their little dancing ,parties, and saw no inconsistency 
in being found frequently at the theatre. 

I had, years before, preached ,in _that church, and had 
been the 'guest of a memtier who was a civic official, whom 
I felt was a very' excellent man; and it seemed to me 
that he and his wife would Ibe decided assets to any 
church. Enquiring as ,19 this man, the Deacon told me 
that he was all I supposed 'him to be as a fine gentleman, 
but that he was one of the worldly-minded Deacons who 
seemed .to have but little interest in spiritual things. • 
was surprised to learn this, and felt certain there must 
have been a deterioration in his spiritual state from the 
state 'in which I had found him when, 'his ,guest years 
lbefore. ' 

'My visiting Deacon told me that some of the Deacons 
felt some.thing oli,ght to be done to !bring about a better 
conditio,n of affairs, :but that some of them feared that 
a Ibetter condition could never :be effected under the 
leadership of their then Pastor. Immediately I was on 
the '!llert, for I'knew ,too well the tendency always, to lay 
the responsibility for any. want of progress upon the 
mi.nister; and the further tendency of thinking every­
thmg ,could 'be bettered iby a change of pastors, instead, 
of rec,?gnizing that lW~at tne church needed was a change 

. of attItude toward God, and a genuine spiritual revival. 
Asked as to my advice, I only entreated 'my new ac­

quaintance not to allow anyone to force him to any under­
handed action; but that if things were really as theyap­
peared to him, to return to his city, and at the next full 
meeting of Pastor and Deacons, to raise the question, 
a~d assume his own share of responsibility, and' in a 
'kmd and brotherly !Way exhort his !brother-Deacons, and 
his ,minister too if need be, definitely to seek a ,s'piritual 
revival. 

We prayed together, and at an early hour in the morn­
ing, parted company. I received no report from him, and 
do not know to this day what further course he took. But 
when ,the arrangements were made for'these conferences 
to which I have referred, I was delighted to discover that 
the first church we were to visit was the Church of'which 
this friend had spoken. And now I must resume, the 
account of the evening meeting. 

The first address was delivered :by my own friend "and 
Deacon, and I recall distinctly the trend 'of his speech. 
,Particularly, he referred to the spiritual ,requirements 
set out in the scriptural standard of w.hat a Deacon ,ought 
to :be. He said, among other things, ,JWben I readtbat, 
I ,have only, sympathy and pro,found ~~SlpeCt for. the man 
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~ho, facing that requirement, should say, 'The standard 
is a very high one; I am compelled· to acknowledge I have 

· not attained to it, and therefore I ought not to be elected 
a Deacon· of a church.' But there is one man whom:I 
respect even more highly, and he is the man who will 
say, 'It is· a bilblical staridard to which I acknowledge I 
have not attained; 'but; inasmuch as it is written in the 
Word of God, I can only conclude it is not impossible ·of 
·attainment. Therefore, though I am not that man, I am 
resolved that, ,by the ,grace of God, I will be that man if 
I am elected as a Deacon'." 

The address manifestly produced a profound· effect. 
I ·followed with an address in keeping with his, and I 

· felt. that the presence and power of the Holy Spirit were 
· there. While this ,particular church .had been selected 
.. 8;S the conference centre, I ought to say, it was attended 
.by the ministers and lay-representatives of all the B8Jp­
~ist ~hurches in that neigh:bourhood. When my address 
was over, the Pastor rose, and in a very mechanical way, 
.announced a 'hymn as the closing hymn. It waS quite 
evident that he had been on the outSide of the influence 
of .that service: The dew-fall seemed to have been quite 

.. general, !but it appeared to ·me, ,by the tone' and, ·~ttitude 
in which the closing hymn was announc~---':and ,aQ­
nouncedas "the closing. hymn"-that the minister had 
~remained as dry a,s Gideon's fleece amidst th!'l prevailing--
moisture. . 
.' puring the singing of ,the first v~rse, I. turned to the 

'minister and said, "I do not think we should close at this 
·point. . Have I your permission to make an .ap~al.?" 
.Permission was readily granted. I madeari appeal, .and 
said to the brethren that I Ibelieved there ·was a decided 

.,advantage, when the Lord came. thus in power and ga,ve 
us a desire for 'better things, in our openly declaring our­

:selves. I then appealed to minister~ and Deacons,·. and 
.all present, if they felt 'God's call to a deeper consecra­
tion, to leave' their seats arid come forward and say so. 
: in the. congregation I saw the friend whose guest I 
had been, and who had been described to me as one of, 

._the worldly Deacons. He whisPered to his· wife, and 
they immediately left their seats and walked up to the 
front, and without invitation, knelt before the platform, -
the Deacon putting his arm about his wife's shouTders as 
·t.hey k~elt to pray. ,My DeaC9n-friend, deeply moved, 
and with teats upon his cheeks, stepped down from the 
platform-it was only about eighteen inches. hj;gh~and' 
knelt beside the Deacon, !putting his arm upon his 
shoulder. Then the procession started-~inisters' and 
·Deacons came forward· until there was a great compa·ny-
I would not dare to say how many-on their knees be­
fore God. I can only add that we continued with con­
·fessions, and petitions, and praises, until. long past the 
midnight hour. We sang the Doxology together, and 
bowed as a closing prayer was offered, leaving the .plac~ 
feeling that God had visited His people. • 

The next morning we journeyed to our next appoint­
ment. The afternoon meeting was largely attended; 
and we had another time of blessing. The same order 
was followed, and in the evening my friend and Deacon 
gave the same address, with some additions. 

Among other things, he said this in effect: "Lasi even­
ing my Pastor spoke very strongly in our meeting in 
such a city, and among other things emphasized the im­
portance . of bringing everything under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit. He said that, though Pastor of a 
church with large financial obligations, he would rather 
have the finances of his church in the hands of crossing­
sweepers and scavengers,. who had not a dollar to their 
name, and who ·knew nothing about business,' but who 

w.ere spiritual men, living in daily fellowship with God, 
than he would have them in the hands of millionaires 
who we're only· nominal Christians." !fhen he added, "I 
hope he will repeat that part of his address this even-
ing; with the 'same' emphasis." . 

Here I may 'interject that that message feU like a 
sledge-hammer I,Ipon .. that company of men, because they 
all knew that ·,the· speaker was ·generally included. in the 
millionai.re class. . -" . " .Co • • • 

I followed-and I "did repeat in prinCiple \yhat 1 had 
!;laid the. evening before, and with no diminution of em­
phasis. Again.an invitation was given, and it seemed 
as though· the. whole conference came forward, that 
everY'body spontan!'lOusly knelt; and we were still in 
praYer·on that occa!;lion when the.clocks struck one in the 
morning .. We felt that we had had a further visitatiQn 
.from .God. ". 

The third \lay wOe journeyed back in an 'easterly 
direction, to our l'arge industrial town, a journey of 
nearly two hunqred mUes. The church building in that 
place. was ··smaller, .the space about the platform more 
restricted; :but,. the same ,spirit prevailed. The attend­
ance . was. la·rg~, .. practically, taxing the accommodation 
of .. the. ,church. _ And. agai.n it was but. a conference­
.centre, .attended·.by m.anY-,ministers and. Deacons from 
other Baptist .churches. ' . 

TWQ addresses,. afternoon ·and evening, wer.e gh:en, 
as at the other. conferences; and an appeal was .made 
at the clo8'e of the ,evening: service. Immediately. every 
inch of- space about the platform, and on the platform, 
. and' in the ,aisles, was occupied by kneeling people, and 
the remainder. knelt in their pe)Vs., There was another 
prolonged period .of waiting upon, God, with confession~, 

·and .. petitions fO,r help, ·and praises. for the.assurance of 
grace received.· 
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RECEIVING 'tHE HOLY SPIRIT' 
Lesson 'Text: J,ohn 16:7-15. . . 
Golden Text: "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is ex-

cess; but be filled with the Spirit."":"Ephesians 5:18. 
(a) The' Holy Spirit is the third Pe~on in the Holy T!inity: 
, . Matt. 29~19; II. Corin; 13:14; I. Peter 1:2; I. John 5:7. 
(b) . The: Lord Jesus Chri st promises His Spirit to all believers: 

. .' ~uke 11:13; Luke 24:49; john 7:38, 39; 14:16"26; 15:26; 
16:7-14. 

(c) The promise of the baptism of the Holy SPirit was ful­
· ,. filled ·'at ·Pentecost: -;Matt. 3:11; Acts 1 :2-8; Acts 2:2-4; 

Acts' 2 :33-38. . 
(d) This baptism of the Spirit was repeated when Peter first 

p~ached the gospel to, the GentJJes: Acts 10:44-47. 
(e) This special manifestation of divine power was referred 

to by Peter as a special sign from heaven that the gospel 
was for the Gentiles as well as for the Jews': Acts 11: 
1-18, particularly verses 15 to 18. . 

(f) Not once in the New Testament are we commanded to 
· 'seek the baptism 'of the Holy Spirit. It was promised 
· by the Lord, and fulfilled to the whole church at Pente­
cosli, and all who believ~ receive the Spirit of Christ; 
Romans 8:9. 
And all who are of the body of Christ have that Spirit: 
I. Corin. 12:13. . 

(g) But 'believers are commanded to be filled with the Spirit, 
not baptized: Eph. 5:18. . . 
Believers in apostolic times received the Holy Ghost: 
Acts 2:38; Acts 5:32; Acts 6:5; Acts 8:15, 17; Acts 

'9:31; Acts 10:19; Acts 13:2, 9, 52; Acts 15:8; Acts 
19::a-6; Romans 5:5; Romans 14:17; Romans 15:13;_ 
Conn. 2:4.. _ _ . 

(h) 'The Holy Spirit is to be' received by faith: Luke 11:13; 
Gal. 8:2, 8, 14; Gal. 4:6. 


