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I have a text this evening"as I always have, but I shall 
re.verse the· usual order Rnd instead of announcing the 
ttitbefore preaching, the sermon, I shall preach my ser
mon,and announce, the, text_toward the close. Meanwhile, 
you may. exercise_ your mind-s. and disco:ver the text -if 

. you can. . 
I propose to speak of the. 'costliest indulgence in To

ronto-and everywhere "else, for thRt matter. In these 
difficult years through which we have come we have heard 
a great deal. about economics. The word literally means, 
household management, dealing with the housel).old. A 
fat1ier and mother with ·many children to clothe, and 
many mouths to feed, of necessity are driven to a very 
intense study of the science of economics.. They have to 

• try to "make' ends meet", to_make their income.go.-as far 
~s possible, and to distri,bute their resources among the 
members of their family as wisely and equitably as they 
may be able. 

By extension, economy 'has come to mean, not only .the 
management of a' household, but management in general, 
the administration of a community, of a government. 
\\'e speak, sometimes of the economy of. nature. and re-' 
Iiglously. of. the economy of grace. We. have heard, a 

,great deal. about different forms of political' economy. 
That is to. say, economic principles' regulated and en
forced by governmental action. We have had many forms 
of socialism offered for our adoption, from the mi·ldest 

·form of cooperation to the extreme collectivist doctrines 
of Communism. Men have ,been forced Ito addr,ess them
selves· to the study of economics to see· how productive
miss may be increased, 'and waste' reduced to a mini
m.um""--()r eliminated altogether; and then. how the prod
UletS, of, nature .and, human, labour. may be equitably 
distributed., Some, in, toe. name of economy, have eri-· 
deavoured to put an end to the anomaly of haVIng .povei,ty . 
in the midst of plenty by destroying the plenty L .. 

o 

. It is very strange that In. all' these theories, men of' 
. science, the economists' of various. ranks, have failed, so 

far at least as I ·have been able to· observe, to take into 
account that element in human life. which costs most, of 
all, .an element which, if" it could -be., wholly eliminated, 
would make life simple, and easy; ·but which,. beca:use of 
its universality, among all ra'ces of men, multiplies the 
cost of living ten thousand fold. If. only some way. could I 

be found to deal with this expensive item in the cost of 
living, and to separate it from human :Ufe, even this earth 
might everywhere become a. kind of paradise. I shall 
not name. that human indulgence-you sliall name it for. 
yourselves. Therefore as we think together, enquire of -
yourself whether you have' any acquaintance with it, and' 
whether its elimination from your own. life would greatly 
assist the. happiness of living, and the cost thereof. 

, . 
1. 

Look for a moment first of all at THE SPHERE OF' INDI
VIDUAL LIFE,-I mearr, the life wHich eacH must . live sep
arate from 'all others"as an individual, a 'separate human~ 
entity. ..'. 

W,hat problems there are for ever.y one of us!' How. 
may we make the .most 6f life? How may it be. lived' 
most worthily and happi·ly? What are the elements in 
life which make life' difficult for all of us, no matter wpat 
OUl' station in life may be? We can none of. us escape, 
this one thing which has proved itself a universal hamli- : 
cap. The, man starts life as a Doy. There faces h~m i:j1e . 
problem of education, and, of'the general de.v:elopmen.t 'of ... 
his: po~ers, How may he command and malc~ the 'best 
lise of his, time.r, , How may he. discover'and di.scipliI:le ~:~~ . 
natiye talents,?' . How 'is he ·.to ... organize his, 'li{e' s'o:tMt: ". 
the, fl:uit of" his IjvIiig: may. prove· a· ~atisfa~t.iorj. tQ,.h~Jt:l:-.. :. 
~e!'f. ;md t9 'thQl[le about hhn? .. '; " .': " ...... :: '~, --'.: . ." .. , ... -.. 
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As he addresses himself to the task of reaching a 
higher ' level of life, of attaining some worthy object, he 
soon discovers that he is like a car travelling with the 
brakes on, like a ship battling against contrary winds . 
Suppose the man to be early overtaken with some physi
cal malady, impairing his strength a'nd rendering him 
unable to do what others do. His physical powers are 
reduced. He has little energy for any effort, and he 
soon finds himself lagging behind ir,t the race; and he 
says, "If I could only get rid of this thing that holds 
me back, and holds me down, J m~ght hope to accomplish 
something." But is not the man who enjoys the fullest 
measure of physical health, who scarcely knows What it 
is to be physically indisposecj, painfully conscious that 
there is another kind of malady, Uiere is a something 
that hampers his mental efforts, something that chains 
his will, and makes it. difficult for him to do the things 
he would? He feels he is only half living at the very 
best. He cannOt produce that which is worthy. He 
cannot find any measure of abiding joy for himself. He 
has no surplus from an over-running cup, to dispense to 
those who are needy. On the contrary there is a strange 
,blight upon ·his garden; its ftowel"s live but at a poor 
dying rate, its fruits shrivel and perish .unripened; and 
often he finds he has spent his strength for naught. 

There is scarcely a man in any station of life from 
whom the cry of an anguished soul has not been-extract
ed, "0 wretched man that I 'am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?" 

What is that thing in human life which fOl"bids a man's 
spreading his wings? What is it that to the end of the 
chapter hampers and handicap's--cribs, cabins, aRd con
fines him, so that he feels even as the shadows are but 
beginning to lengthen that his whole life has been a 
failure? I shall nOt tell you what it is: I leave you to 
identify that something which, without any exception, 
finds a place in every 'human life. . 

II. 

Suppose you look for a moment at THE DOMESTIC 
SPHERE OF LIFE, ·at. the family problem. Once I :visited 
a certain friend in the West. He had a lovely family, 
how many children I do not remember. It took a little 
while to' count them, for there' was a houseful. My 
friend was a big man .. and as we got home from church 
after the morning service he sat down in a large easy 
chair, and his children climbed in about him, hanging all 
around him. 'He put his arms about them, as. many as 
he could encompass, and drew them to himself. As I 
watched, I said to him, "Lucky man; surely you know 
that you are rich.'~ He said, with a smile of gratitude, 
"One of the ·richest men in Canada"; and as he drew 
tliem closer he added, "They are a great luxury, but a 
heavy responsibility." . 

It is a great task to keep a roof over head, and plenty 
of food on the table, to supply clothes to wear; and then 
to provide means for their education, and training, and 
establishment in life. And if one of the children should 
become ill, or if mother should be overtaken with sick
ness, how the bills come in! Have you ever noticed what 
a large addition to the expense ofa family one case of 
sickness brings? What a heavy duty that is to minister, 
to the sick one! ' . . 

Yet it is not the greatest. Let me ask you parents this' 
evening, who hear me by radio, and in this buHding, if 
there is not a still greater and a' very practical. hind,
ranee in your household? What is it that makes it diffi~ 
cult to secure the' hearty cooperation of all the mfilmhers 

of the family? Some of them cooperate, but some of . 
them. do not. Som~ of them hold back. Perhaps yoil call 
it selfishness, each one wanting to live for'himself. Some
times father and mother get together and say, "If only 
we could organize our family in such a way that every, . 
member would pull with all the other members, how easy 
life would be!" 

What prevents .their ,pulling together? What is it that 
makes some one member of the family a greater prob-, 
lem than all the others-and which makes each a problem: 
to ,the others? You know there is something in the most: 
ideally related family. . 

Our good friend, Jock Troup, told me a story I had not 
heard ,before of the late John MacNeill, the great Scotch ' 
preacher, once Pastor 'of Cooke's Church in Toronto. ' 
Dr. MacNeill was an old-fashioned theologian, and was 
once entertained at the home of a brother-minister who 
did not agree with him theologically. John MacNeill 
was old-fashioned enoug,h to believe in the doctrine of 
total human depravity, but his host quite indignantly re
jected the idea. "Do .you mean to say that these children 
of mine are totally depraved? I resent the suggestion." 
So said, his host. They went out to church, and when 
they came home they found the Children in the midst of 
a proper family row; they were having a pitched battle
and it was not a quiet one. Said John MacNeill, "Aha, 
brother; listen to your heavenly hooligans now." There 
is a world of true history in that story. It is a problem 
to get the "heavenly hooligans" even in the same family 
to agree. There is a something that makes family life 
difficult and expensive. What is that something? 

III .. 

Let me go a step farther.' Look at THE SPHERE OF 
BUSINESS IN GENERAL. What have you there? The 
busineRs of producing and selling, of making arid d'istri
buting. Visualize any place of business, large or smalL 
Even if this ea.rth were a paradise, some system' wouid 
be necessary to the preservation ,of order in the doing 
of business. But what makes' business so expensive? 
The workers organize-and musi pay for it. What for? 
To . protect themselves. The employers organize-and 
have to Wy "for that. What for? To protect them
selves. When the workers go to work in' the morning, 
they punch a clock. Their' time must be taken account 
of. What is that cash register for?' How much did it 
cost? . A drawer under the counter would hold the.money I 

just as well, why the expense of a complicated ma~hine . 
like a cash register? "A drawer would not do at all, si-r. 
We have 'to keep track of things around here." Why? 
Can it ·be that you· question people's honesty? ' If it is 
a considera·ble ,business, in the corner is a large safe. 
How much did that cost? '''Oh, a great deal of money." 
But why did you buy it? -Would not an ordinary wooden 
cupbo~rd answer the purpose? . I am 'info~med a cup-' 
board would afford no protection. "Protection"? With 
whom are you' at war? How many know the combination 
of your saf~? Only one or tw~nd they-really their 
characters, are insured! But why all these expensive 
precautions? Of whom or of what are you 'afraid? 

Go into any large business concern, and see how largE.' 
a par~ of the expense is necessitated by various kinds of 
checks a~d balances. I need not go farther. I offer Qnly 
a suggestion, and tell you .that ,:the world, of business-': 
hear it, you business man sitting' by your radio this wet 
night: the whole system' -of business is p-tedicated' upon 
the assu1nption' that ihis 'is a 'dishonest world; and there' 
'is not a -man in it who can' be trusted. Half the cost of 

• 

• i 
I 

; 

( ... 

1 
; 
( 
~ 

'., . .J 



'. 

:~' 

• 
~ ... 
,~ 

~, 
~: 
r' 

I, 

r 
~: 
~ .. 

,I 

february 25, 1937 THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS 1(403) 3 

business is necessitated by that assumption, that men 
may avoid being robbed of that 'which is their oWn. What 
makes business so expensive? Can you tell me? It is 
not th,e raw material, nor the labour, nor the distribution 
nor any ,system indispensable to mere orderliness,-not 
these things per 8e. If riot, 'what is it? I shall not name 
it at the moment. Consider whether you ca!} give it a 
name. 

IV. 
Observe now AN ORGANIZED COMMUNITY. For instance, 

the City of Toronto. This is an organized society. How 
much does it cost for our' various licenses? Why are 
places ·licensed? In order that they may be controlled. 
With the license there go certain stipulations which must 
be observed. A house is licensed on the understanding 
it' will do certain things. Then it must ,be inspected. All 
this involves expense. 

What does the police force of Toronto cost? and the 
magistrates, and the judges, and the jails? I wonder 
what the police telephone bill of. Toronto would be in a 
year? Or' the cost of their signal system, their radio· 
cars, the finger-print system, their photography, and all 
the rest of their records? It is a very compI-icated and 
expensiv,e, matter. 

But I do not need the police. I never did need a police
man to help me be'ha.ve. I do not need a magistrate, nor 
a' judge. And I cer,tainly do not need a jail! Why 
should I have to pay for these things for other people? 
A great many decent people do not need ·these th'ings, 
but they are necessary-indispensable to any organized 
community. What' is it that makes all these things 
necessary? 

V. 
Look at a still larger sphere, THE SPHERE OF' NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT. 'What a complicated affair that is, even in 
a country like ours, with only about ten millions of 
people, we have nine Provincial governments and a Do
minion government. About seventeen per cent of the 
population is engaged in some form of civil serVice
many of them engaged in preventive forms of service. 
The Provincial govern-ment machinery could be reduced 
to a tenth of what it is. I ,think' it could ;be eliminated 
altogether and, the whole matter administered by the 
Dominion government at a small fraction of the present 
cost. Why then 'can it not,lbe done? The Provincial 
leg'islators are unwilling to vote themselves out 'of their 
jobs. Why are they unwilling? There is a discussion 
in the Dominion' Parliament respecting' the spending of 
mdney for national defense, for aeroplanes, tanks, and 
guns. If' I were a member of Parliament, I should 'vote 
with 'both hands for it, and while voting, lament the 
necessity of having to provide these things. Under exist· 
ing conditions, -they are among the necessary evils. 

I do not need a tank or a gun-do you? Why should' 
We hav~ to spend hundreds of" millions of dollars on these 
things. What makes them necessary? I speak only in 
terms of the material. You read the other day of 
Britain's programme of seven and a half billions' of dol
lars for 'defense' in the next five years. If I were a 
member of the British House, I would vote for it, and 
have only condemnation for the political simpletons who 
have reduced Britain to her present state. But why does 
Britain need to spend seven and a half billion dollars? 
Because Italy is arming, because, Germany is doing it, 
because all Europe has ~ecome like cages of wild ,beasts, 

snarling at each other. The men composing the govern
ments responsible for the preservation of peace can 
scarcely sleep at night. The chancellories of Europe are 
pouring out countless billions of dollars to make y/eapons 
of destruction-what for? What lies at the basis of it 
aIr? ' Have you guessed my text? 

VI. 

','From whence comes wars and fightings among you'\.' 
asks J,ames, "come they not 'hence, even of your lusts 
that waI: in your members?" Is it not a striking fact 
that the world's economists, all the efficiency experts of 
the world, thinking in terms of the, material, seem abso
lutely to blind their eyes to that one universal element in 
human life which creates all these problems? Do you
know what it is? It does not require many letters to spell 
it. This is my text: "The wages of sin is death." It 
costs, a great deal to 'be a sinner. It costs ~verybody 
e.]se a great ,deal. Sin is the costliest thing in the uni
verse. It is the thing that produces all our trouble, in 
every sphere of human life. 

The sad pari; of it is that every man will carry his bur':' 
, den -into the next life unless he 'be relieved of the debt in 
this. A man may have a mortgage on his house" he may 
owe a good deal; but when he dies, his creditors cannot 
cOllect anything on it. But tibis awful incubus of sin fol
lows a man into the next ,Hfe; and the one supreme Auth
ority on this subject said, "If ye believe riot that I am he, 
ye shall die in your sin." Those who die in unbelief will 
take their debt with them, and it will cost them infinitely 
more in the next life than 4,t does in this. 

And may I reverently say that' it C08t tlte supreme 
Governor 01 the univer8e more than it C08t any 01 us. 
God paid a truly awful price on account of sin. I use 
that word advisedly, not carelessly as we sometimes do. 
T,he price which was paid on account of the world's sin 
was a truly awful ,price. "The Lord hath made to meet 
·upon him the iniquity of us all"-the sin of the indi-

, vidual, of the family, of the community, and of the na
tion-sins and sin, sin in 'the bulk, all the sin of the 
world, ,has been laid upon Christ, and for that He died .. 

If some of our economists would endeavour to trans
late the price of the Cross into their own language, they 
would be staggered by the cost. If it were conceivable 
that someone who had money enoug,h should suddenly 
appear, and payoff all' national debts, all community 
debts, all municipal debts, all family debts, all individual 
debts-if, he could cancel everybody's debts, set every
body free to start life ,over again with a clean sheet. 
would he not be hailed as a public benefactor? Why 
are men so blind as not to see that it was for no less a 
purpose than that that the One Who is Heir of all things, 
,who also made the worlds, the only begotten Son of 
God, came into this world? "~ehold the, Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of th~ world." 

It simplifies life -to receive Jesus Christ. It reduces 
life's complexities., It eliminates a great deal of the cost 
of living. I heard of a man and woman who were pro
fessing Christians, and members of a church. One day 
they received a letter from the church advising them that 
there was to ,be a missionary offering, on the following 
Sunday. The wQman, a mother of a family, said to her 
husband, "I -do not know how we are going to give any
thing. There, are so many things 'we need, and so many 
other things we might have if. we had not to give to the 
church. We 'l~se a good deal by bein~ ,Christians." _ 
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· ~!'Yes'.~, 'said the ,husband, ... ~ 'lose:a great ,deal. Before 
'I 'was .. conv.erted, you ·.usedto Istand 'at lthe washtub six 
days ·a week. .As ·,soon .as the Lord 'J esus came .into 'my 

.heart, .you lost your.washtub. And Lmore than that. I 
· .used .to . come home drunk half .the time, and .the ,children 

were afraid of me. The :man .whom they called, :Fa,ther, 
came in like a wild beast; and that father the ehildren 
used to have-your husband, the father of your children, 
.wife-they· have lost him. He does not come hOme like 

., that now And' I am ashamed to 'remind you, but I have 
seen you with two black eyes, .made so .):ly these hands 
of mine; you were not fit for .the· neighbOurs to see. 'But 
you have not" had black eyes. for a 'Iong time. That is 
·something else you have :Iost through our being ·Christ
ians. We had a place that was called home, but it was 
the nearest thing 11;0 hell on .earth....,...and 'We have .lost that, 
wife." Much subdued, ·the wife sajd, '''Yes; I really 
think, husband, our gains altogether o.utnumber our 
.IosseR. . 'lfow much can we give to that missionary 
o'fferirtg 1" 
. When sin enters into the in.4ividuallife, ·into .the famiiy, 

..i.t,piles \lP an inestimable a~~ount; bu:t ,when Jesus Christ, 
in all the finness of.·His g.race·.and ,power, comes in and 
takes posse~sion of the' .liear.t of a man" .alla makes him 

· considerate of others, .willing . to serve otheI:s; when the 
fam;.i-iy becoin~s like that. ,in the home .at B~haqy where 
they make a .supper ·for :the'Lord, and .Martha .serv.es, the 
.home is filled with riches.. What .if ,someone :had .. said . 

· to Martha, "It ~osts you a ·gr.eat deal to ,entertain the 
Lord J.esus, does it ,not, .Mar.tha? Do.you not IQse mu:ch 1" 

· 'Judas 'in effect did .say'that as J.udasalways .dpes. He 
estimated the cost o'f the supper as "more than three 

· hundred pence." Mar.1iha: would :have replied,. "no you 
··see ·,that ma·n at the tabletf"":y.es; <who 'is ,he 1" "T-hat 
is our brother Lazarus. '~he ·Lol'd brought him back 
from the ·grave. It is our greatest .delight to ,entertain 
the Lord ·Jesus, for we .have ,had heaven ·on earth since 
·we have learned to know and ·Iove Him, without :Him 
we had been only two: .now we are three--a happy 
trin'ity." 

. That is ev'~r true econQinically .. "The wages .of sin is 
death; bu,t"-oh, mark the cOlitrast-"the gift of God 
'is eternal life through Jesus ·Christ 'our Lord." 'Oh, 
the boundlessness of ·His ,grace, to have .paid all 'the 
debt piled u·p .;by ·our sin, .and folly; to blot it all ·out, 
and make 'us children ·of God-".And "if children, then 
heirs'; heirs of God; and .joint~heirs .with' Christ." . May 
the Lord pelp us to receive Him ;th-is evening, ·to take 
Jesus Christ home .with us, to live with .us here and 
hereafter-forevermore. 

THE VISIT 'OF MR. JOCK TROUP 
Mr. Jock Troup, 'Superintendent of ,the Tent Hall, and the 

one who in 1921-22 was so mightily used in the great Wick
Yarmouth revival, spent about ten days in 'Toronto in con
nection with the celebration of the Moody Centenary. 'Mr. 
Troup spoke in a 'number of Churches, and many evenings 
in 'Massey Hall. He spoke ito crowded audiences everywhere, 
in demonstration of·the Spirit, .and of power. 

-While Jams Street .had -no official connection with the Cen
,tenarycelebl'ation,s, it was in ·fullest sympathy with the pur
pose of the .meetings--to emphasize once again the great 
truths of the gospel so effectively preached by D .. L. Moo~y. 
On Saturday evening last Jarvis Street Church was ,crowded 
to hear Mr. JOck Tr(lUP tell·the story of th-: Wick-~armouth 
renval. It .was a meeting .ofgreat blesslDg, w~lch. ~hose 
who Were pnlSent will never .forget. !Mr. Troup.s Vl~t .to 
l'oronto w.as all. to.O s1!-or:t~ an~ we .only ~!,pe }~liat 'Toro~to 
wm 'have the 'pl'lvilege of neanng hun agam. . . '. 

THE :AGGRESSIVENESS 'OF ROME 
(The /ollowif!.g article "T'I'eacke'1'1/ .Run .Riot", .is 'l'e

printed /'I'om "The Chu'l'chman's Magazine" /Of' 'Decem
·be'l', 1 :J86, ·published ·in 'England, and speaks /0'1' :itsel/.
Ed. 'G. W.·) . . 

TREA:CHERY RUN R'IOT 
Akin to political law-breakers who are determined to have 

their own way and to batter down every righteous restraiiling 
foree, the Anglo-Cathopcs (as ,they rather stupidly call them
selves) are pursuing a policy of absolute rebellion and 
lawlessness. . 

Recently a mO:derwte .~le;rgyman wrote to a brother :cleric 
who had presided at one of' our Protestant Demonstrations, 
thai!; Mr. Kensilt bore 'the character of a fanatical alarmist 
and that there·was .no ·formidable number ·of clergy at all 
.engaged·.on a Romanising p.olicy: if a ·handful existed, .that 
was all. . . 

A similar comellltion is being made within 'Methodism and 
that no one need be troubled because of one or two ·extremists. 
This, of course, is always the way in a 'warfare-Jthe advance 
guard occupy a posiltion and the main body later on moves 
up. Now the . advanced .pro-Papal Sacer.dotalists in the Eng
.lish Church are revealing .themselves more and more boldly, 
.because .they know that they will ·bring up the main body 
'befC?l'e very long. 'Nor are .they a mere handful. 

The Roman 'Catholic newl!paper, .The Tablet-which now 
seems ·to be conllueted with a little more reason than a short 
time since-reports, in its issue of October 24th, how a special 
correspondent of theirs attended a ml¥!ting in the Caxton 
Hall on October 19th, and underwent what was, to him, a 
heartening and an eye-openipg experience. On -the platfonn 
sat a committee of ,A.·nglican clergymen, birettaed 'and sou
taned,·telling a hall 'full'of Anglicans that:-

"We are in schism, ana the soOner it is ended the 
better"; ·that ''we.are :committed to the acceptance of the 
Holy Father as the divinely~appointed centre of Catholic 
unity"; that "fidelity, to the Faith in its entirety is the 
greatest' glory of the Papacy"; that "one thing the Popes 
have always done is to teach the fullness of doctrine; 
they have never compromised with heresy; they will not 
.compromise 'about that now. If we seek reunion with 
Rome, we must have the Pope with his doctrine, for that 
and that only 'is Rome;" .. 
The Ta..blet adds 'significantly that these references to the 

Pope were greeted with applause, and the Roman Catholic 
reporter wondered whether he was really amongst his own 
people or not. \, -

Papers were read along this same line, and there was par
ticlllar joy expresSed. at 'the agreement' between the .Anghcan 
and the Rumanian Ohurches, for '''if the .Anglican Church 
has sincerely and corporately subscribed to the faith as held 
by the Rumanian 'Church, then indeed is she cormriitted .to . 
the faith as held by the Holy See." . 

After the meeting, this Roma~ Catholic 'press ·man sought 
. an interview with one of the.cleriealleaders, and this is how 

he reports his·conversation in his ·newspap.er:-
"What is the size of this movement?" I asked. 
"We are exactly 1,016 clergymen;" he replied, '''who 

'have these last eight years subscribed to the faith of ·the 
~unril of Trent, and. pledged ourselves to preach it to our 
parishes. Moreover. some two-thousand others are in 
sympathy with our .aims, ·and ·join us·every year'with their 
parishioners in ·a .Novena for ·the return .of the .Anglican 
Church to the Papacy." 

"But is this not discouraging -individual reconciliations?" 
"We rather encourage .them if they are .prompted by God~s 

.grace. Beside!!, their number is :negligible in comparison 
with tile extent of this movement." 

I 
"lJut why do you not join us at once,.as you ,have the 

faith?" 
''Who wiD ac(Ount for God's ·gr.ace? And what 'is time 

, in God's designs? I cannot aecount for . it. If God urges . 
three-thouillind clergymen to preach the Faith· to half-. 

. a-million people before minding their own interests first,· 
spiritual and material (for .every 'one suffers persecution 

:( ContinUBfl on page 1) 
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'THE ~STORY· 'OF THE -··PLOT TH.AT -- F-AILED 
The' History 'of a Church's Struggle to Maintain an -Ev·angelical 

Ministry in a 'Free Pulpit --., 
·B1 T. T. SHIELDS 

:OHAPTER XVI. business differs 'from all other sorts of businesS? ~nd 
that men, who are leaders in the 'marketplace, 'if :they'be 

In'our last _chapter we brought our story.down to the but babes in spiritualstatu're, when they turn ·their at
de,cision in 1920.to subordinate the 'choir to the ,pulpit in tention to the Lord',s .business, a:ct'like little children: :in
.tile .services of Jarvis Str.eet Chur.ch.. _ !!tead of- like fullgroWD men? - A man "w,ith--no"more 

Anyone having an experience "of .the 'difficulty of keep- ability to make money than -is possesseii 'by 'one in -'middle 
ing a church choir in.its _place will know that, though by -life who has never -been 'able to get -beyond 'some ' meilial 
the unanimous vote of -the church, control of 'the whole task, but who spiritually has walked with God 'and 'g-~own 
situSltion had been -put in the 'Pastor's hands; the choir to the stature 'of a 'man 'in· Christ Jesus,'- is worth im
were ,not thereby converted to a happy acceptance of the -measurably more --a6 'a church ad·min-istrator- than 'r-the 
new order of ·things. keenest ,business man who, -spiritually, is but a :babe. .,. 

For the information of our readers who have never There will be no difficulty 'with anyone of exPerience 
been .in _Jarvis Street Church we .had better ,explain that in chu-rch affairs in 'understanding 'that if the adjustment 
the choir arrangement in Jarvis-Street -is somewhat dif- of 'the choir's ·relation to the public servic~s. did not -in
ferent from tha.t obtaining in most ohurches. The 'choir volve an ecclesiastica. surgical operation,:-' :it at least 
faces the congregation, seated in circular -seats; between necessitated very drastic medical treatment;· and - the 
the pulpit and -the ·congregation; so that, ~however simply period of convalescence ma:y be almost as extended 'in the 

- he may preach,. the Pastor ·must of necessity, physically latter 'case as in the former. ' 
at .least, ,preach over the heads of the choir! One of the issues of the choir matter was the res'ig
. Our readers may readi,ly understand that a company nation of my 'fir,st associate. He was a 'splendid 'Dian 'in 
of musicians thus compelled to 'submit -to anothe~ author- many -respects, as I ·.have -already said; and :had -been 'far 
ity -than _ their ·own· will, would .neither ,feel, nor appear to more critical of the chaiT than I had ever been. ·N ot
others to be, particularly agreeable, to the new arrange- . withstanding, in the crisis he 'failed ·to 'stand with -me, 
m'ent. ' ~ with the result that I found it 'necessary to inform hlm 

Wading through the minutes, both of the Deacons' . th~t a dissolution of our parinersnip was ·fnevitable.· The 
Boar.d and of the church, recording the 'transactions of mere mention 'of some ,of ,these ~atters ,recalls .very 
this period, has not been a pleasant task. More and vividly the grief I felt 'at the time. . NotWith'stimding, 
more de_eply I.have been impressed wi·th the .absurdity of I am persuaded that manY'a promising work has been , 
the_methods ,by which it was endeavoured to carryon the wrecked, and many a ministez:'s usefulriess permanently 
Lord's work. It was very much like appointing a com- crippled .by the want of resolution in times of emergency. 
mittee of three to get gas for :the car, and another com- During this year-the ·year ·1920-my dear friends, 

- mittee ·of .three to put oil in ·the _car, with-,separate com- Rev. C. M. Carew and his wif,e, also left-us. M:r. -Carew 
_mittees to inflate each of the four wheels, and an extra- accepted a call to the Fenelon -Falls Baptist 'Church, in 
ordinary committee for the spare tire--and .last of all, the pa6torate of which church -he -continued until he- was 
'a very special committee of aboui -five' _people to sit"in called to higher service in 1934. But never 'il,l 'all the 
the driver's seat, and drive the car f No insqrance com- years 'of -our acquaintance, 'when- he was :my 'neighbour 
pany in 'the world would accept ,the -r:isk that such iJ.n in London, my associate in Jarvis Street, or through the 
'arrangement would invo.Ive. years in which he served -in Fenelon ,Falls, during -which 

But 'that is scarcely an exaggeration ,of the way in time he was invariably my ·guest when 'in Toronto, 'was 
·whiich oit is attempted in many churches to do "the Lord's ' the:.;:e one moment's -ripple ·on ·the surface of our fellow-' 
work. ,The difficulties ar.e only accentuated when, as 'is ship. . 
'frequen"tly the case, ,the various tire committees, and the :A!ll through ,the year 1920 one could feel an -·under
gas committee, ,.and the oil committeEl, -hav:e all failed to cUl'rent of opposition, s~t jn 'operation -largely by' the 
.ao their duty--:and 'the only eomDiittee 're,ady to fulfil its winds that had been generated by the he&lt of the ·Ottawa 
responsibilities when the scheduled .hour .for .the sta,rting Convention. 
_of the ' car arrives, is the committee of five drivers! But I would not ·have it understooii, however, that the up
'alas! alas f 'the tires are flat, 'the gas-tank 'is empty, and heaval of 1921, toward which 'now in 'this narrative I !lm 
there is no -oil for lubrication. Notwithstandi~g, ·at its progressing, was wholly ·due to -influences from w~thout 
'annual·meeting-the·chu,rch·"reported prQgress". _ the church. 'So far-as I am'awa·re,'the testimony-'ofthe 

'T-he minutes, though an account of -seriops transac- J anr.is Street pulpit to-day is -exactly what it has been 
tions, and a record ·of the 'consumption of weeks 'of time, throughout the nearly twenty-seven years of -my pastOr
'and the story -of the act'ion 'of full grown men who ate. From the beginnIng', I deterDiined to -know 'noth'ing 
were far from being 'stupid 'in the conduct of their own ·here -"save Jesus Christ,· and him crucified"; "~nd so far 
:business, 'if reaii through,(l()mmon-sense -glasses, -are about as 'I am aware, I have ',never at· any time depa/r.ted from 
as full of 'real comedy as the 'pages 'of Punch! One rises that resolution; . -' -
from the -reading -of 'su¢h -minutes 'with a 'deepened con- There were in -the J-arvis Street of that day mimy 
viction of the aivine Character ·of ·a 'Christian church, for Christians who had had' a very rich experience of the 

-itlie 'r-easOn -thalt 'no other ;institution -in 'the world -could grace of God, and who we_re absolutely loyal to 't~e :gQ~p'el. 
--survive 'such 'ridicu,lous treatment.- ' That was true of many ·who ·ha!l already :tiee_D long in 

'What -is the explanation? ~8 -it 'not ,that the Lord's -the membership of Jarv'is--Street Ohurch when Tbec8iDe 
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its Pastor 'in May, 1910. Bu·t Jal'Vlis Street was looked 
upon as an eminently respectable congregation. There 
were many in its membership whose 'positions in business 
and professional life, in the view of worldly people at 
lea~t, gave the church a certain standing. That being 
80, no sacrifice was involved in joining the church. On 
the contrary, it was rather a mark of respectability. 

ThuoS many young people had come into' the member
ship of Jarvis Street Church very much as others become 
members of the Anglican Church at Confirmation. I am 
happ,y :to say that JarVis Street Church was always strict 
~nough in its discipline of members who walked in an 
outwardly disorder:ly way. Hence we had, no members 
who were.not qu·ite respectable. But we had many memo. 
bers who were 'worldly-minded, and were not spiritual. 

A bi·blical minis,try gradually aitracted 'another quality 
of life. Many .people who have come into .the member
ship of the church have said in effect: "We want you to 
understand that we are not attracted here by the 'church's 
standing, nor by the choir's performance. Indeed, there 
are some things in J'arVis, Street which we merely en
dure; but we have eome ·because we want to sit under a 
biblical ministry." 

I would have my ministerial -brethren carefully to ob
s~rve what I now write. It is seldom possible to reform. 
overnight, an old es-tablished church. T,he minister who 
would lead his church in an endeavour to realize the New 
Testament pattern of a chureh, must be prepared to 
"let patience have her perfect work". Sometimes my 
'brethren are disposed' to think of me as OnE! who went 
into an ecclesiastical forest with, a . broadax, and began 
immediately chopping down the tall trees. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. I had to wait eleven 
years for my full ,liberty as a preacher of the gospel. 

A number of those years were not unhappy years by 
any means. The older members of the church were not 

. inhospitable toward the doctrines of the gospel. But in 
ten years, ,boys and girls became men and women, and 

. ~n some families it ,became a case of "-bringing up father". 
I may give a single eJt'ample. 
~here was a gentleman who was a particular friend of 

mine. He had begun life in a humble way, having been 
a, journeyman mechanic. . But his native ability had 
made him the head of a large contracting firm, and' a 
man of considerable substance. .When I knew him first 
he expiated often on the admirable qualities of Dr. 

,Thomas, declaring that, in the membership of Jarvis 
Stre~t, Dr. Thomas was perfectly oblivious to a person's 
social standing; that the poorest person in the congrega
tion was just as much to him as the wealthiest. And ,he 
insisted that ,that should be the attitude, not only of the 
Pastor, but of all members of a Christian church,toward 
all other members. With which sentiment, I hope I 
scarcely need say, I was in cordial agreement. 

This man told me of an occasion when someone tele-: 
phoned him, and expressed deep interest in his family 
affairs, enquiring about the health of his wife; and when 
he informed him tihat aU were well, his wife in par
ticular, ;it dawned upon ·the man at the other end of 
the telephone that he was speaking to the wrong man. 
There was another man in the membershrip of the same 
naple, but different initialoS; and the enquirer supposed 
he was speaking with the other man, who at that time 
occupied a'much more prominent position in life than my 
friend. As soon a~ the mistake was, discovered, the re
ceiver was hung up. 

" But in a very few years I saw that man's attitude 
.. So completely changed .that once ·in a Deacon's meeting, 

when the question of the election of Deacons at the ap
proaching Annual Meeting was being considered, this 
brother, who had been .proud of his plebeian rank, ex
pressed the view that no man should ,be ,considered as 
eligible for the Diacomite of Jarvis Street Church until 
he had atJtained a cer,tain social stand:ing. I could oScarce
iy believe my ear&--.but there was no mistake a'bout what 0 

he sai4. Nor was that changed attitude ~ reflection of 
the attitude of his wife, a splendid Christian woman who 
never lost her head. But 1- readily discerned that the 
voice was an echo of his socially am'bi·tious daughter. 

I learned, particularly in the years' 1920 and 1921, why 
the Scripture sets up such a standard by which to measure 
the Deacons of the church. Here it is: 

"Likewise must' the dea.OOns~ be grave, not double
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of fiLthy 
lucre; ,holding the mystery of the faith in a pure con
·science. And, let ,these also first be proved; then let 
them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. 
Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, 
faithful in all things. Let :the 4eacons be the husbands 
of, one wife, ruling their children and their own houses 
w~ll. For they that have used the office of a deac'on well 
purchase to themseh~es a good degree, an~ great' bold- ' 
ness ion the faith which is in Christ Jesus." 
It is to be observed that the Deacons must i',rule their 

children and their own houses well". Since our revolu
tion in 1921, we have been very carefu'l about this mat
ter, and when Deacons are being elected I always' read 
the ,verses quoted above, for the church's direction; and 
never fail to point out that, however godly a man may be, 
however spiritually-minded, if he is not master fn his 
own house, he ,is not fit to be a Deacon. Otherwise, a 
church may discover that, having elected a man for what 
,he is in himself, to .the office of Deacon, his course, i!; 
being directed ,by his wife and family at home. There
fore, without apology or adornment or euphemistic djs
gUlise, I boldly and frankly announce, "If you know that 
anyone among the nominees is ruled by his wife or 
family, don't vote for him as a deacon." 

That became very evident in Jarvi·s Street in the years 
11)20 aJ)d 1921. Not in respect to the Deacon to whom 
I have referred, for he had alre'ady passed to his reward; 
but his childre:tt remained, and showed nothing of their 
father's spiritual quaLity. ' -

There were some young men in the' membership of 
Jarvis Street Cl1ureh who were graduates of McMaster 
University. I remember what a great disappointment 
t~ey were. I had often heard the representatives of 
McMaster speak of the advantages of what they 
were 'pleased ·to call a "Christian education", particularly 
emphasizing the value of having in small communities, 
as well as ·in larger ones---<bu,t particularly in small ones-
teachers; and lawyers, and doctors, who had received their . 
:Arts training in a Baptist university. Before I had had 
experience in the matter, I heartily agreed with their 
arguments. . , 

But I came to know ·many churches which had gradu
ates of McMaster University in their membership, and I -
discovered that the modernistic influence of McMaster 
was expressed not only through "its theological graduates, 
and as I think of the churches now whose record I have 
passed under revriew, I ,can recall but a very' few 'non
ministerial Arts gradllates of McMaster-'and they were 
graduated during the early years of t\hat institution-who' 
were not)l d·istinct ,handicap to t~e spiritual progress of 
the church·they elected to join. I think of one church ·that 
had in ,its membership twelve or thirteen of thein, and 
f~om my obsel'Valtion of the qualjty, of 'their religious 

• 
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-
·life-I win not can it spiritual-I should think they were 
enough to sink any ecclesiastical ship that could be 
launched. . 

The same quality characterized such graduates as were 
found in Jarvis Street. Can anyone be 80 foolish as to 
suppose that men or girls encouraged to dance and .smoke, 
ma,ke up thewtre parties, and play cards, are going to be· 
an asset to.a real New Testament Church, when they have 
bee", graduated and return home-just because they have 
learned these things while attending a Baptist college? 

Only 'one McMaste~ graduate was in the habit of at
tending prayer-meeting. I have referred, to 'him in an 
earlier chapter .. He was pot marked by special ability 
in' any d,irection. He was once nominated for a Deacon 
by some 'irresponsible person, and I recall the late Deacon ' 
Ryrie's coming to me in ~he ,Chaar ,and saying, "Something 
must be done to prevent his election, for by his shirking 
of every duty during the war, he has forfeited the re-
spect of every man fn the church." '.. " 

But this man became very active in' parts of" the 
'church's life. When the Nazis wanted to ,burn the Reich
stag, they' used a ,halfwit whom they could charge with. 
incendiarism. The man I refer to was never charged ,by 
anybody with incendiarism, but in other 'respects the 
analogy is not wholly inappropriate. He, wilth others of 
his kind~ w.ere put on the Finance,Committee. It was a 
'practice in those days, that if there was anyone in the 
church who was'as dead as the mummy of Rameses, and 
hence good for: nothing, they put him on the Finance 
Oommi,btee to '~conserve his business ability" for the 
church! . ' . 

This man to whom I refer was not clever, but was un
scrupulous; and was just dull enough to .f~el compliment
ed· when .people of position paid him attention. It is easy 
to win at any game if one violates all the rules.' A inan 
of only mediocre mentality .may easily force l1imself into 
prominence if he be devoid of conscience. Such a man 
was the one of whom I speak. 

The Pa'stor was ex-officio a member of all committees, 
and ,was therefore entitled to know when a meeting was 
to be' ·held .. This man forced his way into the Cha'irman
ship of the Finance C\>mmittee-not even by clever 
manipulation, but by violating all the' rules of decency. 
I discovered he had mana'ged to get a meeting called on 
an evening when many of the Committee would be en
gaged, but when his henchmen would be free. He had 
an official notice sent Ito all his particular friends a week 
in, advance, While the others received their notice by mail, 
only the evening of the meeting, when, r~turning from 
business, ,they would receive 'the notice not more than 
a:bout .two hours before the meeting was to be convened. 

\ 

such an encumbrance-or appoin.ted treasurer of the 
church. 

We shall have to return to a consideration of this mat-
-tel' in a later chapter. ' , 

- THE AGGRESSIVENESS OF ROME 
(Contin~ f'f'Om .page,,) . . 

who dares work for reunion),' who will' queStion Hill 
will?" . . . ' . , 
"And what conditions would you claim for a mass 'return'?" 
"No conditions at all. It will be the POpe'lI busiilellS ,to 

impose them. Our task is to make ourselves worthy 'of' 
G?d's grace to be reun~ted with the true fold." .-

"But do you not visualize a Uniate Church?" 
"That is .neither here nor there. The method of mallll 

reconeiliatiol!- again -:oust lbe left to the Holy See, which' 
we trust will deal in a IIpirit of wisdom and charity with, , ' . 
say, several thoullands of clergy and. their parishes 
making their lIubmission in God's own time." . 

,"If. Your Reverence. will permit me, what about, your 
orders?-" . • 

".Well, we naturally believe in them, else we could not do 
this work, but we are quite aware of Rome's declsion, and we 
must I be :ready to have our orders, rectified in that spirit.. 
In the Sacraments the Church always aims at greater. safety; 
and we know thad; the Holy See will be' as lenient with us 
as it was wi'th ,the Constitutional Bishops consecrated by the' 
apost8lte Talleyrand." , 

"But i. the Anglican Church not hopelessly divided7" 
"So she was, and still is to a great extent, bu.t in eie;ht . 

yeal'8 we have increased. to over three thousand holding-
the same Faith, i.e., one-fourth of -the Anglican. clergy 
in Great Britain. Ts this not sufficient sign that Gad'is" 
at last listening to your prayers 'and ours, though per- " 
haps not in the way you or we expected?"·' , : 

It is no use beating about the bush in the light of lIuch, 
treachery. It is wilfully' dishonest and scandalous. Every 
Bishop should face,up to the situation created, and ferret 'out, 
these 1,016 TRAITORS. -'. ' 

A further illustration of this treachery is made in ·the 
subjoined extract from the will of an extreme Anglo-Catholic 
priest, which we have ventured to contrast witli the will of . 
the late Pierpont Morgan. . ' .... 

, 
TWO WILLS-A',Coatrast 

In the will of the late Rev. 
H. S. MILNER, Rector of 
Elton, ,Stockton-on-Tees, pub
lished in the daily Press of 
October 16th Is the following 
extraordinary conclusion: 
"I bequeath my lIoul to GOd 
in finn faith that' the prov
inces of York and Canter
bury and, Walell with which 
I am in communion, are the 
Catholic chu.rch of Chrillt in 
thill realm of England, and I 
beg the prayers of Blessed 
Mary,' the Mother of God, St. 
Cuthbert, St. Charlell of Eng~ 
land, King and martyr, and 
all saintll and faithful Chrill
tianll for my lIoul, and that 
the provincell of this church 
may be guarded from Prot
estant heresy and IIchillm and 
State aggresllion, ellpecially 
in the nomination 'of hereti
cally-minded priellts to billh
oprics and deaneriell." , 

In the will of .the late JOHN 
PIERPONT MORGAN, the 
wealthy American, who ,died 

. in March, 1913, was the' fol:. 
lowing great confession of 
faith:- . 

"I comlmit my lIoul into' "the. 
hands of my Saviour full .,f 
confidence that having reo' 
deemed it and washed it with 
Hill mOllt precioull blood, He 
will present it faultklss be
fore the throne of niy Heav
enly Father. I. entreat my 
children to ,maintain and de. 
fend .at all hazards, and at 
any COllt of perllonal lIacri. 
fice, the blessed doctrine of 
complete atonement of llin 
through the blood of Jesus 
Chrillt- once offered and 
through that alone." 

-Tin~e8, April 21st, 19J,3'" 

I set this 'out here :to ,show my brother-minister;!! how 
necessary it is for the Pastor to keep all the activities of 
his church, and all ,its ,col;llmittees,constantly in view. 
The betrayer of the Lord Jesus was the treasurer of the 
band of disciples. And it has often happened that when 
the devil has' failed .to plant ~ stick of dynamite 'in the 
choir-room, he hal'! succeeded in placing it in the treas
urer's office. From this experience a].so I have learned a 
lesson: since th8lt time we have soug-ht f()r a treasurer, 
not merely a man who' was accustomed to the handling of 
financial ma,tters, but we have sought for him among 
those whose godHness was beyond question'. On the basis 
of my own experience therefore, I would suggest to my 
ministerial brethren that if. they have a Judas, or a near
Judas, or anyone related to him, in the churcn,. st:e,to it 
that such an' one is never admitted to the choir, elected I REMEMBER the Seminary, Witness, Radio, and 
a .. member.of ... the.Finance Committee-::-;-if you. still. have Church Funds before March,31st . 

", 
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THE BELIEVE.R-,S.ROULD ,JOIN' THE CHURCH 
Lesso~. T4!~.t: .. Mattbew 16:13-19; ·Acts 2:33-47; .Gal. 1:2; 3:~7. 
Goldeia Text: "And the Lord addect. .to the church d~iIy' such 

'as::8ho~J1d, be"8aved~",.......,.Aet8: 2':47., 
.The: ·Roundation· of The. Churclr. In· our first Scripture 

ou;r Lord.· elicits, from. Peter· a confession of his Messiahship: 
"Thou art the· Christ" the. Son. of the living. God"; and de- . 
clared that upon this rock, upon this eternal truth, He would 
build His chur.clI:i· Th ·the·: Second" chapter' of' Acts we find 
Peter: declaring· that tlie: resurrection and, ascension of 'Christ, 
together.' with the outpouring of. the' HQly Spirit, established' 
the troth 'of: the Lordship 'of ChriSt (Acts 2:36). 

The proelama:tion of' that" ot;ruth in"the 'power' of' the Holy 
.Ghost cut :people.'to· the' heaN, so that they enquired what 
they should do; and when they had been told to re'pent. to 
be baptized; and to receive the Holy Ghost, it is' said, "They 

• that gladly received his word were baptized: and the Slime 
day· there' were added unto them about three thousand souls." 

The New Testament chureh was inaugura:ted at Pentecost, 
and ·those who were baptized. on' thaJt occasion were added to 
the' cOmpany' of believers.. That· iii, to the chutch. There 
is no·.:record· that any' of ~ose baptized went off by them-' 
selves;' as separated and unrelated units. Baptism involved 
a confession of faith in Christ as SaviO'lll' and Lord, and: by' 
their b~ptism they .were added to' the visible church. Thus 
the chuteh' waS- built 'and' 'established upon the truth of the 
LoI:dship and essential" Deity of ·Christ. . 

There is' great need. in. our day of emphasizing·the impor,
tance of'the local church 'as a divine institution, to which· all 
believers ought· to be attached. All over this Continent there 
are springing 'up .preaching stations, they usually go by .the 
name of tabernacles. They have a preacher, and possibly a 
committee, .. but no membership--no order, no discipline, bo.1. 
only'a preaching place. These places set the New Testament 
dOctrine of: tlie church 'entirely aside.' While doubtless many . 
maY'be converted tlirough tlie instrumentality of these' taber- . 
nacles--because usually they' are fairly sound theologic~lly
yet<they involveil' a· gl'ealt error .because the converts are' not 
trained and' established' in: the faith. We need in our' day· 
a.new· empnasis upon·the institution and ministry of the local 
church~ and naturally, in thIs connection, a new insistence 
upon the scriptural necessity of everyone's joining the church 
who professes faith and is baptized. We should not dare to 
88,y: Jl1~t they are not really conveNed who are not baptized 
and·' do not. Join. the church, but we do say that they drift 
abOut as ~ligious waifs, without instruction, example, or 
discipline;' and that by thi·s practice great harm is done. 

'It snould··be noted that according' to the ·teaching of Gala
tians 1:2; and indeed the teaching of Colossians 'and Corin-

. thians and other scriptures, there was' no big ·church, witli· 
a .centralized form of government; S'lIch as the Anglican 
Cliu'rch, .. the Presbyterian Church, the United Church. They 
Were alL "churches", self-governing, and' independent of each 
other; standing for the same thing, and coo'perating in the 
Lord's' work,. and yet each governing itself. The church 
polity of the New Te6tament is suited to a spiritual body, 
and .should be insis'ted upon. The believers,. animated by one 
Spirit, have full liberty' in· the Spirit, to serve the Lord ac
eojding to the-teaching of His Word. 

LIBERTY TO CAPTIVES 
Br W. R. Slade 

For a number of' years -the students of the Seminary have· 
been responsible for the Wednesday afternoon sel'Yice at the 
Don jail. This weeldy service is conducted by the male 
students assisted by the professqrs. and. Rev .. Frank. RobHn. 
anci:Qthers:; .... :' . .. . ". . 

The jail is certainly not the easiest place,' nor is it 'the' 
most conducive environment'in"'which to periorm the Lord's 
worle.· ~t. is,. the~ore, with suppor.ting strength thaJt one 
leaves tlie after-dinner prayer circle where the whole service 
has been made a matter" of' special request, assured of the' 

- . . 

presence of· the' faithful God Who never, fails' to honour and 
answer the prayers of His'· children. Through the: princlp.le. of. 
association, one's approach to .this place is not accompanied" .. 
with the meJ,:riest thoughts, espl;l~ially in contempl~ting the 
wreckeci" lives behind'· its grey walliJ. What· a'commingling'of 
thoughts .. and' sensations. wlieil tlie~ heav;-. door' swings shut~' 
behind' one· and' the lock is loudly' shot' into its place' bYr the 
porter's ·big key! , . . . 

To the majority of the iJfmates, the service is just a,notHer 
hour; so primarily for tlie sake of' diversion, anywhere' from' . 
twenty-five to a ·hundred· men (some mere striplings) may' 
file into the jail: dining: hall. :wHere tlie. meeting is held; At .. 
once. the ·men leaf. through the hymn books and have th~r 
requests ready. 1;t is not uncommon' for them to select, 
ironically' . and, indifferently, /Juch hymns as "WHere is' my" 
wandering Doy'?" But ·the-singing is'always lusty,. At: this.' 
pointl one wonders: about·, their' homes,. their y'outhful da,ys, 
the clrcumstancl;ls under Which. ·they learned these. old, gospel . 
hymns, To. the,' speaker who has '8Omething. to say' to them.' 
they will' listen' with ra~t. attention; Here is no' place for' 
formal discourses on philosophy and psychology, tiut' for' red .. 
hot· gospel messages from hearts burning' for the' salvation 
of their souls. Praise be to. ·God their hearts. respond' to :the .. 
presentation of divine mercy. and sovereign grace as all other 
sinners, for. their individual and' eternal weal. or woe. 

Parallel with other forms ot Christian endeavour, the j~l' 
wor:k brings in its' train blessing and discouragement. The 
good accarnpli"shed cannot' be' ascertained-the final, great· 
analysis .alone· will reveal that; It is unfortunate at the "Don" . 
that the speakers have no personal contact whatsoever .. with 
the prisoners before or after the service. Then, in addition, 
due to 'the particular function of' this jail.:....the prisoner' is in a 
half-way nouse-an entirely different, group' may constitute 
the audience on·the following··Wednesday. In'this waY,.how,.· 
ever, the gospel is reaching hundreds,·but.without. means.of 
oUJ" determining to what extent it bear's fruit. . 

Nevertheless, God has given evidence of His moving upon 
hearts in the jail. It was with rejoici·ng we heard at the close 
of a recent service, from the lip.s of a prisoner who' remained 
behind' to gather. up' the hymn' books, the· news of his con
version.. His face' was lighted up, indicative of. a changed 
life within. ·He had found ·Christ on,a Wednesday afternoon .. 
Consider our furtHer joy at our last service when six raised 
their'hands·for prayer. TJiey.· all·filed out'and back to their' 
cells; we can only commend them to, God· and- His', Spirit.·· 
As God lays .these men upon your hearts' will' you' not join." 
wi-th us· in prayer as we endeavour. to uphold and. keep' them 
before Him? 
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