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"IT ,}VAS THAT M~RY" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. ~ T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, March 29t~, 1986 
, , : (Stenographically, Reported) 

"(It was 'that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointinent, and, wiped his feet 
, with ,her hair, whose brother Laz~s was ,sick.)"....:..John 11 :2. ", ' 

.. 

\ 

"This verse is, a parenthesis: it- is not an essential part synonymous with 'the most flagrant untruthfulness. So 
of. th,a' story, but an explanatory note ,Written for the I might call the, roll of many' others who were 'dis
p~rpose of identification., "Now a 'certain man was 'sick, tinguished throughout their whole life by some o.rie con-
named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary, and lier, spicuous action, \ . 
sister Martha." Then comes this striking and signifi- And there was something to ,the ,credit of t,his woman, 
cant passage' of idElntification. Which Mary '. of 'the Mary, that dist.inguished her fro.m all others. No other' 

,ml!ny?' (."It was that .Mary'" which ~noi~ted the .~ord person ever did 'exactly ..yhat th~s ~ary did: ~'It was th~t 
with oiritm~nt, and wiped his feet with 'h~r hair, whose Mary w~ich anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
brother :Lazarus was siCk.") " , '.' . his feet with her hajr, whose brother Lazarus wa~ sick." 

The gtispel of John was written long' years after. the . As we ~oo~ at this parenthetical. word this' 'evening, 
events therein described. The writer probably had pres- . ' we may well enquire whether there is any, dist~ngliish
ent in his view all that is herein ,recorded as .he penned . ,in'g, nobility of character.' or conduct by which we may 
the first 'verse. The sickness of Lazarus' in Bethany oc- ,:.' be identified. ,)s there any good thing that can be writ
curred some. time before the event to whiCh .reference is . .' ten to our credit which would enable one wt:iting of. us to', 
made in ihis verse. It was some time 'after his.sickness say: "That is:"the man who d!d 'that noble act",?' Or, , 
that Mary ~ilointed the Saviour's feet :witl;t ointment. ",!hat is. ~he wo~an whose incompar:able. u~~elfishness 
But' she' is· here identified. Bethany was the town of. differentIated her ,from all her ~ontemporarles ? It was, 

. ~'Mary and Ma:rtha. And it is said, "It was tl).at Mary": that Ma'ry who d.i~', what other~ failed t9' ~o. ~et lis look 
'not some. other Mary. There we,e many Marys th~n as at her record as I~ ~ppea~s first of ~11 In thIS chapter. 

' .. there have beeri ever since. Thus this writer, by the ' I.' , 
'Holy Ghost,' distinguishes the particular ·Mary, who, was Mary is first int:roduced,to us as A WOMAN WHO' HAl;>' 
the 'sister of Lazarus; as' "that Mary which anointed the HAD A GREAT SORROW~ It would appear that Mary and 

. ,Lord ,.With ointment." '.' ,Martha and Lazarbs were peculiarly attached to each 
Th~i'e are ,.,many characters in Scripture, who were other. You have 'seen some families which' were aggre~ 

remarkable for some one action or ev~nt in their life, gations of units, rllther than a real a!5sociation' of com
and by which they were, distingujshed ·from all others., patible and congeni'al spirits. I have seen such families, 
The apostle Peter, great as he was, nolily as he wrought the members of which seemed to have nothing in com
in tbe later years, is always reinembered by tb.at on~ mon with each other. ,They' bore the same name,' but 
sad laps!;! when ,he denied his, Lor!!. The n~me of Judas there appeared, to '.be no mutual affection. They each 
recalls at on'ce his ,act of treachery in denying the. Lord. went their own .. way as ,though th~y had no relation to 
But he was' pot the only.Judas. There ~~re other~: pf each other.. And 'We 'have all known other families like this 
the same naIIJe. One was a godly man, ~ho is speciti- o'f Bethany, wliere the members' seemed to be bound to-

,', cally identified as one other than the tr"iitor: "Judas, gether with a tie of indissoluble affection. They ~8eemed 
",:" not Iscariot"~ In God's appraisal of Char.cter there, is to, share each others' joys and sorrQws. The fa~i!y was 
, ., no mistake in' His books. There is no: :confusion 'of a~unit, they were all one. Such was the family a.t Beth-
'/ names. "Th~ son of perdition" can never.; be mistaken any. When sickness entered that family it plunged the 
',' for a disciple nor a disciple for a betrayer: "Judas, n9i others into great sorrow. Martha and Mary were pro-' 
~~" Iscariot." The names of '/Ananias and <Sapphira are foundly, concern~d. ,;, . . ', . 
" ~. 
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That is a very commonplace thing, is it not? And 
yet it is a real difficulty when sickness comes. It is not 
a matter to be regarded lightly, especially when beyond 
it all a dark shadow is threatening a closer approach, 
and there seems the possibility of a fatal issue of all the 
pain. It is the common lot of mankind, I know. It is 
not at all unusual; but it, is not any more ea,%ily borne 
because other people have it as well as ourselves~ Such 
aflliction is often a greater trial to those who are well 
than to those who are ill. 

What wonder, then, that these two women should have 
pTayed/ I have known some mothers who had a calendar 
all their own. If 'you asked them about certain events 
they would say: "Let me see. Oh, yes; I can tell you 
when it was. 'It was in such a year. Johnny was about 
three years old, and that was the year he had. the whoop
ing cough", or scarlet fever, or something else. In that 
mother's memory the years of her family, history are 

, marked by domestic emergencies, by illnesses and other 
troubles which followed in harrowing, succession. You 
smile at that, but it was not felt to be a light aflliction 
while it had to be endured, week after week, and per
haps, ,in some cases, month after month. A~d, some of· 
us learned in such experiences, as did those women, how 
to pray. These women di:;lpatched someone post haste 
for the Master. Instinctively they turned to'Him. That 
was their first thought, as soon as they recognized that ' 
the hand of disease was upon' their beloved brother. 
They sent to Jesus saying, "Lord, behold he whom thou 
lovest is sick." , 

We, too, have often sent .for Him have we not? We 
have ,bowed the knee and told Him we were in dire 
trouble, and we could see no other way out of it but for' 
Him to come. You remember when you prayed with a 
new earnestness, a new urgency, in the presence of 
a potential disaster. What can we do in such hours of 
human impotence, but cry mightily to God? 

But Jesus did not come; several' days passed and 
Lazarus waxed worse and' worse. I can fancy his sis
ters often went to the door, and perhaps even sent some
one along the road to see if there were any sign of His 
near approach, only to receive the disappointing news 
that there was no sign of His coming-no answer what-
ever to their prayers. , 

Have you not ,been in that' position, when, you bad 
prayed, and prayed again; when you had shut yourself 
up to God, and cast yourself enti'rely QPo,n Him? And 
there was no response to your cry. ,Yes, and ~is absence 

- and continued silence exposed you to the assaults of un
belief, and you began to wonder why He did not come. 
Perhaps only a suggestion of a doubt entered your mind, 
yet you dared to ask, "Is it any use to pray? After, all 
my praying, He does not come!" 

But, my dear friends, I have seen greater disasters 
than that. Sicknesses of the body are sad enough. But 
that is nothing like a moral distemper, nothing like the 
sorrow that comes to the heart of a sister, or mother, 
or wife, when someone is going on the road that leads 
to destruction; when one greatly beloved is sick of a 
moral disease that always issues in death. That 'is ,the 
supreme tragedy of life. ,Is there anyone like that here 
to-night, who wonders why, in spite of all your earnest 
intercession, God ha's not yet' interposed to save some
one, to check him in his downward, career? In 'my 
experience as a minister, I have known full many from 
whose view every star has been blotted out of the sky, 
because of that, fearful malady which had laid hold of 

h~rt and conscience, and was bringing the soul of one 
beloved down to utter destruction, and ,while no human 
power availed to stay its progress-:-God seemed not to 
hear. • ' 

II. 
But Mary had been also THE WITNESS OF, A GREAT 

MIRACLE, for at last the 'Lord' ;Jesu~ :had;re~IIY come. He 
had deliberately tarried to allow Lazaru1i to grow worse. 
He had remained away in order to create a situation in 
which His glory should be displayed. ,In the meantime 
Lazarus had died. I suppose they thought: "Perhaps 
He may get here before .the funeral", but He did not. And 
they carried him out to the sepulchre, and buried him, 
rolled the stone against its mouth, and returned to the 
empties~ house in the world-except yours, when you 
returned on a similar occasion. It seemed as though all 
the world had become empty. There was no one left in 
it,because one greatly beloved was gone. 
, After some days Martha came hurriedly in. She had 

been out of the house somewhere, and she had heard 
news, andlBhe had hastened to meet the Master. Then 
she returned with all speed to Mary, and said: "The 
Master is come, and calleth for thee." 
, What a great day that was! Oh, some of us have 
had many such great days," when, in response to our ap
peal, the Master pas really come! Some of you don't know 
what tbat means because you are not Christians. Some, of 
you imagine I am only elaborating a theory, discussing 
a philosophy of things, when I speak thus. You say: 
"I never saw Jesus. I did not know that He could come. 
I thought He was a Figure in a Book~r at best, a 
Person .in the glory. I cannot und,erstand what you mean 
when you say that Jesus can and stilI does come." No! 
But I wish you knew! Oh, I wish you knew:' 1 know! 
I know very well what it is to be sure that Jesus has 
come. "We know that the Son of God ,is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that we may bow him that 
is true." At last their prayer is answered, and Jesus 

'has come. " ' 
Sometimes that is true in the case of physical 

iUness. There are s~me 'here to-night who would not 
be here if Jesus Christ, had not come 'to you. We have 
a member in this church, she is here this evening, whose 
feet had dipped into the brink of the river, but Jesus 
Christ came, and brouglit her back agun. oli, no; I do 
not believe in divine healing meetings, nor in the orgies 
of emotionalism Which accompany them. I am sure such 
meetings are contrary' to Scripture, and therefore are 
not of God. There is nothing'in the Word of God to 
justify the' practice of the public anointing with oil. But 
I will tell you this: !'In, him we live, and move, and have 
our being"; "In whose hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways", and we live because God wills lhat
we should live. And He' recovers us from illness when 
we p~ay-He really does. Not always. Sometimes it 
is His will, that our loved ones should go. But som~
times He actually heals. I am sure of it. 

""We may not climb the heavenly steeps 
To bring the Lord Christ down; 

In vain we search the lowest deeps, 
For Him no depths can drown. 

'~But warm" SWeet, tender, even yet 
A present help is He; , 

And faith bas still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee. 

"The bealing of His seamless dress 
Is by our beds of pain, 

We toucb Him in life's throng and press, 
And we are whole again." 
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What' happened when Jesus came? I am sure He 
comes in the spiritual sense. He come, to save people. 
One advantage of being a good while in the same pulpit 
is that one has the opportunity of seeing people con
verted, and of seeing them grow up into Chris,t. I can look 

. over this congregation this evening, and pick out scores . 
o~ people whom I lmew before they were born again. 
I have seen them saved. I have seen them come as peni
tents to the feet of Christ. I have heard them lisp the 
Father's name, like little babes, and I have seen them 
growing up into Cl),rist. There are not a few in this 
company tnis evening of whom that is true. ,Jesus Christ 
does come.. , ...-

When He came in this case, He went to the grave
side, and when He had commanded the grave to be 
opened, He called the dead back to life. Lazarus 
did really' live again. And the Lord does that to-day: 
"The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God: and, they that hear 
shall live." "You hath he quickened, who were dead 
in trespasses and sins": Some of us ,remember well the 
day when, by His recreative power, we were made new 
creatures in Christ Jesus; when old things passed 
away, and all things became new. ' 

Now Mary had seen that. She had seen her brother 
walk out of the grave, bound hand and foot with grave
clothes. . He had come home again, and the family 
'were reunited. And what a change 'had taken placei 

I have been in a home before now oI;1ly to be told of 
the dire threats the head of the house has'made, ·the 
terrible things he WaS going to do to the preacher, and 
everyone else, who showed any interest in religion, 
Many incidents could I relate out of my own experi
ellce, where it has later been my grea~ joy in that 
Bethany to kneel in the midst of the family circle, 
where father and mother and all the children were' 
saved. We have them here to-night. ,We have people 
here to-night from homes which were virtually prayer
less homes-a Bethany with a dead Lazarus and a sor
rowing family, but without Jesus. But ,lie came, and 
Lazarus was made to live again. And,oh, what a differ
ence! What a marvellous change is effected when 
'the Lord Jesus takes possession of 'a 'home! 

Ill. 
Well now Mary had witnessed all this, and BEcAUSE 

OF THAT THE LoRD JESUS BECAME THE SUPREME OBJECT 
OF HER DEVOTION. 

I wish I cOuld describe this ,scene. ' Tennyson attempts 
it in his In M emo.riam at one point. He imagines Mary 
gazing upon her brother, wondering where he had been, 
what his experiences hap been, and looking again and 
again from Lazarus to Jesus; and he says of her: 

"He~ eyes are homes of silent pray~r; 
No Qther thought her mind admits; 
But he was dead, and there he sits, 

And He that raised lUm up is there." , 
They are both there! Jesus came to Bethany. "There 
they made him a supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of \them that sat at the table with 
him.'" Jesus and 'others, and Lazarus conspicuously 
present! And 'Mary is filled with wonder. Martha, 
the active soul, not less grateful than MarY, was busy 
about the house serving the Master. But Mary was of 
a contemplative spirit, and she could not get over the 
wonder of it, saying to herself again and again, 
through tears of joy, I fancy: "Can it, oh! can it be 

. -, ~ . 

true?" And she gazed upon that scene. That is' what 
the. chapter says. And, listen: as she looked at 'J,esus 
and Lazarus and others "THEN took Mary a pound of 
ointment 6f spikenard, very costly, and anointed the 
feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her haIr". 
Inspired by what she saw, she took this precious box 
of ointment that was so costly. Judas-being authority 
for the estimate, a,nd he was likely to know the price 
of things-said it was worth more than three hundFed 
pence; and that was more than a labourer could earl). 
in a whole year. But she had been saving it up .. She 
had been keeping it for a very definite purpose .• She 
had invested, I suppose, all she had in that ,alabaster 
box of ointment; and she came a}!d poured it upon His 
feet, and then stooped and taking the hairs of her head 
she wiped His feet ,with her hair. Matthew and Mark 
say that she poured the ointment on His head. I have 
no doubt she anointed His head and His feet. And as 
she thus bowed at the Saviour's feet, the house was 
filled with the odor of the ointment, so that people in 
other rooms, perhaps, said:· "What is that? What has 
occurred? What has changed the atm.osphere of this 
place? What is that sweet odour?"-the odour of the 
ointment, the act of devotion, the ·offering of all she 
had to the Saviour Who had done so .much for her, 
went through all the rooms of the house, until the house 
was filled with the odour- of the ointment. 

Some day, by God's grace, we shall get to that city 
four-square, and that.will be better than Bethany. 
Some day we shall see there the multitude of the re
deemed. You have heard of the old preache,r who said 
he expected three suprises in heaven. He said: "The 
first will be that I shall miss many people' whom I eX
pected to see there. The second, that I shall meet many 
people of· whose presence there I was never quite as
sured. But the greatest surprise of all will be to find 
mYl;1elf there at last by God's redeeming grace." " 

When that time comes I wonder' what we shall do, 
what we shall want to do, when we shall 'understand 
more clearly than we do to-day our immeasurable in-
4ebtedness to the Lord of Glory. 'How then shall we 
express our love to Him? .. ' . 
, Maz;y's was an offering of gratitude. What can we do 
to show ,our gratitude? Perhaps if we had three hun~ 
dred pence we might give it. But if we have not, we 

. allhaye something to give: " 
"But drops of grief can ne'er repay 

The debt of love lowe; , 
Here, Lord, I give myself away; 

'Tis all that I can do." 
"What shall I render unto the Lord for all his bene

fits toward me?"· Often I think of Bethany as a pic
ture of what a church ought to be. ~t was a lovely 

'place. I wish I could have visited it when' Jesus was 
there! It was a favourite resort of the Master. He 
loved to come to Bethany. A church ought to be a 
place where Jesus loves to be. He promises that it 
shall be such, and that where' two or three are gath
ered together in His name He will be there.' And this 
was a place where those who were trophies of, His 
grace were gathered about Him: That is what a church • 
ought to be-made up of raised Lazaruses, people'who 
have been quickened from the death of sin into' new
ness of life by the call of the Lord of resurrection. And 
that too is what' a church ought to be. How can we' 
ever forget it, those of us who have been called back 
from the death, of sin? 

. ' 
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They were all in fellowship with each other there in 
Bethany, and they were all in fellowship with, Christ. 
He was at once, the Host and the Guest of honour. 

" Everybody in that Bethany home thought of one Per~ 
sori, and that one Person was the Lord Jesus. He was 

,th'e Centre, as He ought ever to be when the' saints 
of God come together to hold fellowship, with', Him. 

You Jarvis Street people do not need to read other 
books. There are some fathers here who do not need to 
read other books, but thipk only of what God has done 
for your own family! And you wives, think of what 
God has done in your own husbands' experiences;, You 
have had· a Bethany experience. 'you have seen what a 
mighty Saviour the I,..ord jesus can be, and is. There
fore, ought we to be forever grateful to Him, 

, It was an 'offering 0/ tf,i8cernment: I do not know how 
Mary learned i~, but read the, pages of the Gospels 
again, not in John only, but Matthew and Mark, and see 
how gradually the LO,rd J es,us broke the news to His 
disciples that He wa's going to die: He had to teach 
them much before He bro·ught them to the position 
where '-they were able to receive that intelligence, But 
little by little He gradually broke to them that news. 
They hardly understood it, even then. And when He 
talked of going up to Jerusalem they ~aid: "Get thee 
out, and depart hen«e: for Herod ,\'V'ill kill thee".· They 
were ,terribly afraid that their beloved Master would, 
die. But He knew He was going to die. And yet, so 
far as I read, not one of all (ho'se men really under
stood the cross in 'advance'. When Jesus spoke plainly 
of His going Peter said: "Be it far from thee, Lord: 
this shall 'not be unto thee", but the'Lord said: '~Get 
thee behind me, Satan.", They did not understand. But 
there was one person, I verily believe, who understood 
that Jesus was going to die. And when she poured out 
that ointment, and her tears \Vith it, and kneeled at His 
feet in that act of devotion, and Judas, the cynic, with 
the heart of a son of perdition said: '~Why. was ·not 
this ointment sol!! for three hundred pence, and given 
to the poor", Jesus, Who knew that woman's heart said: 

, "Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this." I 'verily believe"that Mary knew that Jesus 
was going to die. Perhaps she had Hlid this oi:tJ.tment 
-\lP with the intention of anointing His precious body 
with it. By and by-she did not know 'how soon-she 
would need it. But when that day she 'saw her brother, 
and all the others there at that supper prepared in "the 
Master's honour, "then took MarY" her spikenard: She 
could not wait for Him to die, and she poured it 'on His 
feet,' as though she would 'let th~ whole world know 
that to her Jesus Christ was more than the whole world 
beside. And the Lord Jesus said, "She hath done -what 
she could: She is come aforehand -to anoint my body to 
the burying." 

So olight He to be to us, my dear friends. 'You will 
have your critics if you are out' and out for Christ. 
In our day a person who seeks to serve the Lord seven 
days a week can scarcely retain a reputation ·for sanity.", 
That is literalIy true! A man who has a religion that 

, • carries him through from Monday to Saturday, is very 
frequently described as a fanatic, just one of those 
"religious people" who actually "goes to prayer meet-:'; 
ing! Of course, if you devote alI there is of you, of' 
heart and intellect, if every power you poss~ss is laid 
at the Saviour's feet, and you delight to crown Him 
Lord of all. Judas will always say,: "Why this waste ," 
The world can never understand a devotion that is 

\ 

centred in Jesus Christ. The men and women who paid 
for their devotion with their blood, and who went home 
to glory in chariots of fire, no one understood. 'If you 
give to the Lord Jesus aU there is of you, you w~ll',be mis
understood by nearly all, but the Lord Himself. He 

. said: '~Let her alone., Do not interfere with anyone 
who puts Me first." Mark records Him as having said: 

'''She hath done what she could." I do not believe He 
ever said that of anyone else. So far as I know this 
is the only person of whom Jesus Christ ever did really 
say, "She did her best; she kept nothing back." 

'And our Lord Jesus ,is deserving of that, my dear 
friends. I do not call you, who are not C~ristians this 
evening, to a half-hea~d devotion; I 40 not call you 
to a life that'shall consist merely of church member
ship; no, no; giye Him your all. He, deserves every
thing, the very best of which we are capable, 'the most 
heroic service' He may enable us, to render, nQ' matter, 
what the cost; let us invest all the product of ,life in 
some bo'x of ointment, in a ,life of devotio,n given up 
wholly to Him. . 
"I read a story of a monk, who painted, 

, In an old convent cell in years agone, 
Pictures of martyrs, and of virgins sainted, 
"And the sweet Christ face '!ith the' crown of thorns. 

'~Poor daubs, not fit to be a chapel's treasure; , . 
Full many a taunting word upon them fell: , • 

, Yet the' good Abbot let him, for his pleasure, 
Adorn with them his solitary cell: 

"One nigh~ the poor monk mused, 'Could I but render 
Honour to Christ as other painters do, , 

Were but my skill as great as is the tender love that in
spires me 

When His cross I view; 
, ' 

"'But no! 'tis varin I strive and toil in sorrow! 
What men so\scom, still less must He admire; 

, My life's work is all valueless! To-morrow 
I'll cast my ill-wrought pictures in,the fire.' 

"He rmsed"his eyes within his cell, 0 wonderl 
There stood a Visitor; thorn-crowned was He; 

And a swee! voice the silence ~nt asunder: 
'I' scorn no work that's done for love of Me'. 

"There, is a meaning in the strange old story: 
Let none dare, judge his brother's worth or :\Dead; 

The pure intent gives to the act its glory; 
The noblest purpose makes, t~e grandest deed." 

May,He, by His grace, make us all to be His disciple~ 
,indeed. 'I 

ABOUT THE' SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Rev. Alex. Thomson, who for a number of years, has 

written the exposition of the Sunday, School Lesson 
for this 'paper, has notified us, that he will not be -able 
to continue beyoIid the end of April on account'of pres
sure of other duties. This work, has been a labour of 

'love on Mr. Thomson's part, and THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
greatly appreciates his faithful service through the 
years., 

,We are now wondering whether we ought to continue 
this feature of the paper, and we write this paragraph 
as ,an enquiry, to request all readers who make use of 
~he Sunday School Lesson Exposition to let us know 
so that we may judge whether there is 'a sufficient num

,ber using the ,lessons to justify our continuing this 
feature of the paper. Please write us at once. Mea,n
,while, THE, GoSPEL WITNESS desires to record its 
gratitude to Mr. Thom'son for his long and' able 
ser,vice. 

" . 
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PREACHERS-SERMON~HEARERS 

A Bible Lecture by Dr. T~ T. Shields 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, March 19th, 1936 ' . 

Sizth in. the 1995-36 Series 0/ Thursday Even.in.g Lectures 
on. Biblical Theology, which SuPiect is Included, in. ' 

the Curriculum 60/ Toron.to Baptist SemiM~y 
. (Stenographically Reported) 

LeetlH'e Text: I. Kings, chapter 14. 
If iheories of new religions offered for acceptance, 

before being offered to men, were reduced to practice, 
· or if s'uch reduction to. practice were attempted, if 'our 
~odernist fdends were to tryout their Modernistic 
theories, let us say, in JerrY.McCauley's Mission, or in 
Yonge Street Mission, or in tiie Pacific Garden Mission, 
in· Chicago, where men come face to face, and into close. 
contact,. with sin when it has thrown off its 'disguise, 
and shows itself for what it really is, I think they would 
rapidly come to tl;te conclusion that their theories re
quired some .. modification, that their theories, in fact, 
are impractical. . " 

We speak now about "psychology" .. In an earlier 
day they called it "mental philosophy". It is.an 
examination of the processes of the mind, and 'an at
tempt to reduce mental processes to a system so that, 
'as a medical doctor knows something. about how the 
body functions, the mental philosopher would know 
something about the Qperations' of the mind. To-day, 
we' call that psychology. It is an interesting science; 

· bqt it is necessary that'we should not content purselves 
with ,theoretical opinions. 'It is well that we 'should 
study human nature, apart from b06ks, 'study it as we 
see it every day. . , .' 

That ~·s Why .young ministers o~ght to avail them~' 
selves of every possiOle opportunity of getting into con
tact with people of all classes, That is why you should 
be diligent in your pastoral visitation, and in all your 
personal work; and, while doing so, you should study 
,the people with whom YOll deal, and observe how their 
minds operate, so that you may be able, as wisely as • 
possible, to ·p~esent the truth. We ·know,. of course, 
tb,at only the power ~f th.e Holy Spirit can 'unlock "the 
human mind tp a ,reception of spiritual truth. It is 
just as necessary now that' God should open human 
hearts as it was when He opened the heart of Lydia, 
But He Who made the human mind, knows how to enter 

· it; the owner of. the house· surely ought to liave a 
master-key; He ought to know through w~at doors He 

· can find access to the' house He has built, and which 
.' :He owns. But while depending upon the Spirit of God, 

'. and recognizing that we are absolutely helpless apart 
. . from Him, we should endeavour to learn how to. present 

"1'·' truth' ~s acceptably as may, be possible.,.We should 
learn 'how to 'approach people in a proper way, how to 
speak appropriately. .. 

I recall a story I heard my friend the late Dr. A. C. 
Dixon tell, when speaking of the unwisdom of some 
good people who sought to do good, but who did it in 
ways that were not wise. He told us of a very. en
thusiastic, zealous personal worker who, walking down 
the street one day, met a man who had but one leg, and 
who was walking with two crutches. The zealous tract-

· distributor' handed the poor man a. tract, the title of 
which wa~, "The evils of dancing"! Undoubtedly it 
was a good tract, and coptained qnly the truth, but that 

particular man had but one leg, and was scarcely in 
need of it! :' 

Preachers may preach that which' is' true, and deliver 
sermons 'that are commendable from many· points of 
view, but wholly.inappropriate .to their hearers. 

The Bible is·a· record of truth. It is a 'mirror in 
which you may study h'uman nature. These historical 
portions Of Scriptu,re, bei:ng divinely' inspire'd, are· 
written that we may' understand~ ',not merely the 
sequence of eve~ts, not merely the ord~r ,in which cer
tain historical occurrences took place, but t~ show how, 
witp a. kind of X-ray revelation, the Holy Spirit opens 
'to us the workings of the human mind~ and shows us 
how people behave themselves, and how we' may deal 
with people of like character when we wo.uld influence 
thE!m' for the LOrd. That, by way of introdu~tion, to 
what I have to say. 
. We' hav~ here another chapter in -the history of 
"Jeroboam the son of N ebat" who made Israel to sin". 
hi our last' study we observed how he was rebuked by 
the prophet for arrogating to himself the office of the 
priesthood, and for presuming to :'offer sacrifice at an 

, altar which he had designed after the, imagination of 
his own he·art. We. read, too, ab~ut the .prophet who 

, was deceived by an older prophet·; and we have here 
again the story of Jeroboam's relation to a certain 
J)rophet:, . 

I. 
.: .. 

I" should like you to note ·ilow THE UNQODItY SOME
TIMES M~KE' A CONVENIENCE OF RELIGION;' .AND How 
THEY' SEEK OUT ·T.HE MINISTERS OF RELlGIO'N .. WHEN 

i THEY ARE IN TROUBLE. ' 
Jeroboam had a 'son whose name was Abijah, appar

ently his eldest sonp and heir-apparent 'to the throne. He 
· must have been something more tl;tan an 'infant, for the 
record suggests· that he had arrived at the age of ac
countability; and it was said, "In 'him there is 'found 
some good thing toward ,the Lord God of Israel in the 
house of Jeroboam." This son of Jeroboam w.as appar- . 
ently very dear to him, as any son must be dear to his 
father. The son, was taken seriously' ill, and this man 
who is des'cribed as having turned his back upon God,. or 
having' put God and all His interests behind his back, yet 
now in ,the hour of distress, turns to God. , 

We ought. to be" ready to try to ininiste~·to people in' 
times of sorrow. I hope that wheJi .you s'tudents become 
pastors, and are called upon to conduct funeral services, 
you will recognize such ocCasions as great opportunities 
for service. J.t sometimes ,happens that hearts are' pecu
liarly tender at such times, and people are more suscept~ 
ible to the appelll of religion when in great'sorrow than 
they .are at. any other time. I have 'knoWn not a few 

· people who at least seemed to pray when trouble overtook 
tnem. We are not to de,spise these outward' appearances, 
God only krlows the hearts 'of men.' If a man begins ,to 

: s.how some religious interest, it is well that we take it 
at its face value, and give him- credit for 'sincerity, 'sp 
'far as it may be reasonable for us to do so. Look upon 
· people who are in sorrow as people who are' conditioned; 
and sometimes provid~ntiaIlY· so, to, receive a message' of 
grace; and never allow yourself to prostitute such o~ca
sions to the base purposeof'merely saying ,nice thhigs; 
or of paying compliments.to the dead. They do not need 
i.t. If you~ compliments are' true" they do not 'p~ed them; , 
and if they are not true, they will do more harm than 
good. Use the opportunity to proclailn the truth to the 
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living. Welcome any approach that any man may make 
when driven by sorrow to seek the face of the Lord. 

But we need to exercise the spirit of discernment. 
Jeroboam's religious interest was very superficial. There 
is nothing to indicate that he repented of his sin, noth-.. 
ing to suggest that he desired a closer walk with God, or 
a return to the divine fold. He did but want somebody 
to tell hini the outcOme of his son's illness. It is not 
even said that he asked for healing. He sought the 
prophet, that he might pull aside tl\e veil, and discover 
something Qf the future. Hence, he sent his wife to en-

.\ quire what would become of the son who was ill. 
When I had been preaching but a year or so, I held 

special meetings under the auspices of a certain church, 
the pastoz: of which was many, many years my sen;ior, a 
man of large experience. At one of the meetings there 
was a very loquacious brother, who seemed to be'very 
pious, and who falked much about his sorrow for sin. I 
was rather moved by the fellow, and was a little put out, 
I must say, when I discovered that the pastor of the 
church was not impressed by the man's loud talk. I said 
to him afterward, "Are you sure you were right in treat
ing that man as you did?" "Absolutely", he said, "there 
is no ring of sincerity there. I have met many of his 
sort. He is a man who would make trade of ~eligion." 
"How do you know?" "He talks too fluently. Babes do 
not talk like that. He is altogether too bold to be in a 
frame of repentance and real contrition of heart." The 
man's subsequent course proved that the pastor was 
right. 

'We need to be careful not to allow people to waste our 
time, and not to be carried away by those .who profess 
conversion every time' an appeal is made. On another 
occasion I saw a man cOme forward, and, the next night 
he spoke like an Apollos; quite unapashed, he delivered 
himself of a great oration, thanking the Lord for his 
standing in Christ, and adding, "But I could not have 
said that last night.' Hallelujah; last hight my sins were 
forgiven." I turned to the Pastor beside me and said, 
"That is rather an eloquent speech for a babe?" "Yes", 
he replied; "that is about the thirteenth time he has peen 
converted. He will be on a drunk again next week." 

There are people who play that sort of game. Be on 
your guard against that type of religious emotionalism
but do not allow yourself to be unduly suspicious. It is 
better to err on the side of too much confidence ·than too 
little. Experience will teach you, and you will discover 
by ringing down the coin upon the counter whether it is 
genuine Jerusalem metal or not, and will be guided ac
cordingly .. 

Here was a man who made a.superstition of his reli
gion., He was not a spiritual man. To him, religion 
was a kind of magic, an enchantment. He said to his 
wife, "Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, that thou 
be not known to be ,the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee 
to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which 
told me that I should be king over this people. And take 
with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of 
honey, and go to him:' he shall tell thee what 'shall be
come of the child"-as though enquiry of the word of the 
Lord were Ii. kind of conjurer's trick. "Do not identify 
yourself, but put your question to him, and by some 
occult process we shaH discover whether the child is going 
to get well-and bring me back word." . 

I expect Brother Greenway has had letters in this vein 
for the prayer-meetings-I have had a great many read- . 
ing something like this: "Please pray that my husband 

may get work. He is going to apply at a certain place 
to-morrow, and I should like you to pray at that very 
hour. I do not want to give my name, but if you wiII 
do this ~ feel my husband will be Buccessful"-the whole 
letter bearing the stamp of the prayer of Jeroboam, as 
though the Lord would be tricked into doing something 
for an anonymous petitioner. 

In principle, 1 do 'not know tHat they are very far 
short.of it, who read the Bible after that fashion. Some
one has "a promise box"-why do you not have a prayer 
wheel, and spin it around to see where it stops! A prom
ise box! Possibly it was put together by someone who 
knows' nothing about God, and cared nothing for His 
word, but printed verses from the Bible;! on little slips of 
paper, rolled them up, and put them in a box; and sold 
them. And then forsooth the believer, by a hit and miss 
method, draws one out and says, "This is my promise for 
to-day." That is not Christianity. 

I once attended 'a service of Primitive Baptists. In 
England they would be called, "Strict and Particular 
Bapiists"-hyper of hypers, hyper-Calvinists. They used 
to come to hear me preach in the morning, when 1 had a 
pastorate in that district, .but seldom at night. They 
said, "We understand Mr. Shields very well in the morn
ing, but we cannot understand him in the evening be
cause when.he preaches the gospel to sinners he appeals 
to them to receive Christ". I went· to one of their May 
meetings, and a certain very learned man was to preach. 
He opened his Bible and prayed, the big pulpit Bible; 
and as he said, Amen, he let it fall-and his eye lit upon 
John three, sixteen. He preached an able--and a most 
thoroughly prepared sermon-from that text. Young as 

. I was, I was too' ;well instructed in- the business to be 
deceived into believing that he had at that moment been 
given his text. . . 

But there are some ·people who would c~ll that "the 
sovereignty of God"; who would insist that He directed 
the opening of the Book. It was a bit of religious de
ception. The religion of Christ is for the whole man. 
When you become a Christian, and really put your trust 
in 'God, He never asks you to stultify your intelligence, 
to set aside your understanding-but rather to use it. 
Therefore we are to read the Word of God, and know it 
so "thoroughly that we shall know where to go to find 
instruction. 

When the Lord Jesus Degan His ministry, and there 
was handed to Him the roll of the prophet Esaias, we are 
told that "when he had opened the book, he found ,the 
place where it was written". He read from Isaiah's 
prophecy, and after reading, "he closed the book, and he 
gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in ,the synagogue were fastened 
on him. And 'he began to say uhto them, This· day' is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears". He knew where to find 
the message He wanted t~ deliver; He "found it", artd 
delivered it. 

Let us remember that unbelief and superstition always 
go hand in hand. When men turn away from the divine 
oracles, not infrequently they resort to some kind of 
magic, if not to a trick of disguise, in an endeavour to 
wrest a message from the prophet. Sometimes perhaps, 
like Saul, they ·resort ~to 'a witch. In our day we find 
many extreine Modernists who reject the doctrine of the 
di;yine inspiration and authority of Scripture, believing 
in the divine inspiration of what they write on ,their pad 
in their "quiet hours" while they are awaiting "guid
ance". When we pray, we are to use our intelligence; 
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we are to approach God as His child; there must be no 
deception about it. "0 Lord, attend unto my cry", said 
the" Psalmist, "give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not 

. out of feigned lips." We must be since~ when we come 
to the mercy-seat. 

How strangely the storY reads! Ahijah' was an old 
man, and "his eyes were set by reason of his age". 
They were dim; he was almost blind. Jeroboam knew 
that, for he must have known. what age Ahijah was. 
~e had known Ahijah l)efore. It was he who prophesied 
the rending of the kingdom, and the giving of ten tribes 
to Jeroboam. Jeroboam knew this preacher, and knew 
he was an old man .• But he said to his wife, "We will 
make assurance doubly sure. . Disguise thyself, that 
thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and 
get thee to Shiloh: beholq, there is Ahijah the prophet, 
which told me that I should be king over this people. 
And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a 
cruse of honey, and go to him." ' . . . 

I fear that sometimes people do actually try to dis
guise themselves from God, and imagine that He can
not see. What a strange conception Jeroboam enter
tained of. God and His ways! How far had he depart
ed in heart from God when he resort'ed to such tricks 
as these! If you study' the devotions of some people, ' 
and their. professed approacli to' God, you will learn 
much. Listen to what they say, and see how far short 
their religious conceptions are of the teaching of the 
Word of God. A diligent study will unveil their hearts 
'to your view, as when Peter went down to Samaria and 
found a man who, had deceived everybody else, a man 
who had been a sorcerer, trying to dress up his magic 
in religious guise. As he had made much gain by his 
sorcery, he planned to do the same' of the gospel: 
"When Simon saw ,that through laying on of the 
apostles' hands the Holy Gho!'t was given,. he offered 
them money, saying, Give me also this power, that on 
whom!!l0ever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost." Instantly Peter said, "Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may 
be purchased with money. Thou hast neither part nor 
lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight 
of God." Peter immediately recognized that Simon 
was a fraud; there was nothing genuine about him. And . 
I believe we need, in our day, to pray much for that 
spiritual discernment which will enable us to recognize 
the hyp!,crite, that we may not be deceived thereby. 

n. 
.. A word as To How THE PROPHET WAS PREPARED FOR 

THE ApPROACH OF THE WIFE OF JEROBOAM. She put on 
her disguise, came with her basket on her arm, made 
her way .to the hOuse, of the blind prophet--and listen 
to the Book: "And it was so, when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he 

. said, Come in, thou wife of -Jeroboam; why feignest 
thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to thee with 
heavy tidings." The disguise did not conceal her 
identity even from a blind propitet--it never does. The 
blind prophet did not even wait until the woman spoke, 
but when he heard the sound. of her feet, he greeted 
her. The Lord had been' there before her. 

And I say to you young 'preachers, that God does 
come to His prophets even. now. He does lay a mes
sage upon the heart of -His prophet even now. He will 
tell you what to preach n~xt Sunday if you seek Him. 
.Ii. Salvation Army captain once. said to me, "I do not 

... 

understand you preachers,." I answered, "Perhaps not, 
but why?" "You prepare your sermons in advance." 
"Do you not prepare yours?" "Never." "And why 
not?" "How can I know in advance who is goi;ng to 
be in the meeting Sunday? I trust the Lord to give me 
the message, and I wait until I see the people." I 
smiled, and said, "How do you trust the Lord when you 
use. your ·own Judgment? I do not know who is going 
to be in my congregation neither,. but the Lord does. 
I ask Him to give me a message for the people He is 
gQing to send to hear it." 

That is what happehed to Ahijah. His sermon was 
prepared in advance. If I may paraphrase it, the Lord 
:said, "Ahijah, you are going to have a ,stranger in your 
congregation. The people generally will not know her. 
She will come in a strange dress; she will have a basket 

-on her arm; and she comes with a strange question. 
She is the wife of Jeroboam, nevertheless; and when, 
she comes, give her this message." 

In. my first pastorate. I was privileged with the 
friendship of an. elderly lady, who was a godly Pres
byterian. One day when I called to see her, she gave 
me' a volume of Spurgeon's sermons. I had read many 
of his sermons, but that was the first volume I really 
owned. In that volume there was a sermon on this 
verse, "And ii was so, when Ahijah heard the sound 
of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he said, 
Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou 
thyself to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy 
·tidin~s." I wil-l 'not tell you how many years ago it 
was, but' it was a lon'g time lJefore some of you thought 
of preaching-before some of you thought of crying. 
If I am not mistaken, the title of the sermon was, "A 
hearer in disguise". 

I read the sermon with interest, and years afterward 
I bought Spurgeon's Autobiography. There is a chapter' 
in one of those four volumes which relates certain re
markable incidents in connection with particular 
s~rmons, how they w:ere used of God in. special cases. 
r found myoId friend there, the sermon on the 'wife 
of Jeroboam. This was the story; as I now recall it 
from memory. 

There was a man of some quality, of some position 
in life, w.ho came to hear Mr. Spurgeon preach, and 
was marvellOUSly converted. He went home and told 
his wife, and i,t seemed' as though a legion of devils 

. possessed her. She resolved to make life unbearable' 
for him-and she very nearly succeeded. His life was 
a little bit of hell-or 'at least, it was purgatory. One 
Sunday night this woman had made <'a desperate effort 
to keep her husband from church. She had been as 
ugly as she knew how to be. And women can be ugly! 
I mean when they try! They really can! The man had 
been kind to his wife, but would not allow her to keep 
him from worship. He left for church; and after he 
had gone she felt uncomfortable. "I wonder", she said 
to herself, "what sort of place that is he attends?" 
She knew the name of it, but she had never been there. 
a voice seemed to say, "Why not go yourself?" "It is 
late, and -I 'might be seen. Someone might recognize 
me.' I know what I will do, I will dress like a coster
monger's wife, and no one will know me." Accordingly 
she put on ,an old dress, threw a shawl-over her head 
instead of a hat, and went to the Tabernacle. 

She got there late. The first part of the' service was 
over. The place, as usual, was crowded, but she man-
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aged to squeeze 'in among tho~e standing in 'the iop (I see Mr. Jenriings smiling: he is thinking of the 
gallerY. Just'as,she got inside the door she heard. chicken we had down ,South). But when you preach 
Spurgeon's' rp~"ellous voice ringing out his text, ':Arid a sermon that has bones; see to it that it is not like 
it was so, w"l1im Ahijah h~ard the 'sound of her feet, Southern chickens': have some meat on it. ,'Sermons 
as she came,~fri; at the door, that he :said, Come in, thou should have so much meat o'n them that you cannot find 
wife of J e~9.1)i;lam; why. feignest th9u thyself to be the bones. This preacher to whom I ref~r. when 
another~"'T1ie preacher went on wiih his sermon, and, anyone vIsited his study, would' direct the conversa
among other::things, he said that this' wbman had never tion to preaching, saying something like this, "I 
before heard~,tl,1e pt:eacher, and perhaps there are some preached sometime ago on a certain text. Ah yes, I 
in this audience who have never been in the Tabernacle have it here. ,'What do you think of this?" Then he 

,until to-night. Why did she come?' . She came because would read his sermon to a much-bored hearer. He 
her husband., had heard the preacher before". The was a preacher of sermons, not a mes~enger of the 
woman stood' just.dnside· the door, and the word of the· Lord, although his sermo~s were orthodox. 
Lord slew he.r, cut her in pieces. When her husband We must live in such relation'ship to' God, that He 
got home'. he . found that her heart had been broken, 

, . and the Lora' had entered in. . may put us into direct relationship to the people' to 
, ". . whom we minis1:er. If we are in proper relationship 

That, is not: ancient history. I could tell you incident to Him, He 'will tell us who will be our hearers next, 
after incident,' out of my own experience, just as re-. Sunday, and we shall receive ,a message at llis hand,. 
markable, did: it not seem egotistical to do so, where a 
text has c'ome' out of the unknown, without .reading the I ,add only this word. Whatever you do 'as students,' 
Book at the moment, but has just lodged itself in my whatever you fail to read, do not fail to read and study 
mind, saying,; "This is your text for next Sunday." And Spurgeon's sermons. Do not preach them; do not try 
I ·have discovered ihat not only the text, ,Hut .the !5er- to wear Saul's armour. Do riot preach' other, men:s 
mon itself, the application, illustrations and all, were sermons, but study them, absorb them. If you have n?t 
exactly suited'to someone there of whose' existence I read Spurgeon's Autpbiography, if you are, not· st~e~e.~ 
had .not known. . ' in Spurgeon, you are ignorant of the 'most thrIlhng 

I believe that is our duty. Do 'not for~et ,that ih~ evangelical biography, that was eve'r written. T?ere is' 
, preacher must .be' a prophet of the LQrd. His duty. is' nothing like it from ~pe time of the apostles untIl now. 

not to preach sermons, but to proph'esy. I used ,to, know ,'AII other ·preachers,. even the greatest are, or were, 
a man who had some s~rmons of whi.ch he was very, 'only midgets in comparisQn. He was a giant indeed .. 
'very proud. Firstly, secondly, thirdly-a, b,c, d, e, f, Read about hilJl.; study him diligently. You wi11learn 
and g. They were splen:didly ordered. And I have something of 'how to use the Olp Testament. in 
nothing to say against having your sermons well order- preaching. '. ., 
ed. You cannot have chicken without bones: I wish I h~d int~nded 'to complete the chapter, but we must 

. you co·uld. But it seems to me I aiways g~t the bo~es leave the relilt for next week. ' 

., 
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