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",' 

"Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have 'heard that antichrist shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists: whereby we knpw that it is the 1l1st time. , 

,"They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but they, wElnt out, that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us. 

"But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. . 
"I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but 'because ye know 

it; and that no lie is of the truth. ' 
"Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, 

that deilleth the Father and the SOIi."-I. John 2:'18-22. 
"And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not 

of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard thant should come; 
and even now already is it in the world."-I. John,4:3. , , 

"For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus d'hrist 
is come in· the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist."-II. John 7. 

"Now, we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
our gathering together unto him, 

"That ye be not soon shaken in mjnd, 'or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by 
word, nor by Jetter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

"Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there 
corne a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

"Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is wor­
shipped; so that he as !}od sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God.. . ' . . 

"Remeinber ye not, that, when 1 was yet with you, 1 told you these things? 
"And now ye know what withholdeth that he might' be, revealed in his time. 
"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, 

until he be taken out of the way. . 
"And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the 

spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
"Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs 

and lying wonders,. ' . . ," . 
, "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be, saved . 

. "And for this cause God shall send them :s~rong delusion, that they should believe 
a he. " .. : ' .. 

"That they all, might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 
in unrighteousness:"-II. Thess. 2:1-12. ' 

During recent years" we have heard a great deal about' as late as the days "of Napoleon the marvelious power 
the antichrist. l\iany·:books have been written upon the;' :which he wielded, and the phenomenal success which 
subject, and m~ny hav:e indulged in speculative theories,".' attended his military campaigns, led a great many people 
by which they have' s~ught to identify this wicked per-, to a,sk whether indeed the lawless one had now corne. 
sonage. ' That has, be~n characteristic of the people of· When the Great War burst upon us, 'speCUlations were 
,God for:in~ny ages, particularly in times of trouble. Even· rife at tliat time. Then when MussoliJii rose to power, 
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in some quarters he was nominated; as Stalin, Hitler, 
and others, have been looked, upon either as the anti­
christ or the immediate precursor of the antichrist. 

It is very easy, dear friends, to exercise one(s imagina­
tion in 'these matters, and to conjure up a religious bogey' 
that will fill ,people with apprehension, and perhaps with 
terrol:, But surely in such solemn matters it is impera­
tive that we should seek to know the mind of God, not 
handling, the Word of God deceitfully, but diligently 
studying the Word to see whether it has any special 
message for us respecting the extraordinary times in 
which we live. ' 

I think it is fair to assume that if it- is important 
that we should understand, and be able to recognize the 
antichrist when he comes, God would surely have given 
us in plain terms, such instruction as would enable us 
to _ shape our course as Christians ought to do in the 
premises. It is well to be suspicioas of any interpreta­
tion of Scripture that requires some special' ingenuity 
to discover; and equally suspicious of any interpretation 
which can be understood and thoroughly!appreciated only 
by men of unusual intellectual capacity, augmented by 
some special scholastic distinction. I, have a conviction 
that the Word of God is designed for the edification of 
the humblest believer. Our Lord Jesus Himself said, 
"Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes." 

One of our young men recently went to the Old 
Country, and I gave him some letters of introduction to 
certain- people of my acquaintance, among them one to a 
gentleman' in Belfast, a man of some prominence in the 
public life of the city. My young friend told me that 
he met him, received great kindness -at his hand, and 
that he drove him to the station wh'en he was coming 
away. As they parted my Belfast friend offered this 
counsel, "Young man, I hope you will succeed, I hope 
you will become prosperous; but whatever your future 
may be, be careful of one thing: never allow yourself to 
become big." "Pride goeth before destruction, and an 
haughty spirit before a fall." If we come as little chil­
dren, with open minds, sincerely' desiring to know' what­
God the Lord will say to us, I believe that we shall be 
enlightened, that "if any man will to do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God." 

One thing 'it is necessary to say over again in dealing 
with such matters as are to engage our attention this 
evening, and that is to lay down this principle for our 
guidance in the interpretation of Scripture. There are 
portions of 'Scripture which must, of necessity, be re­
garded as of a symbolic character. I believe the Scrip­
ture means exactly what it says, and should be literally 
interpreted, unless manifestly we are dealing with a 
symbol which cannot bear any literal interpretation and 
application. Daniel's prophecies are given to lis in figur­
ative, symbolic, form. 

I believe as profoundly as any of you in the divine 
inspiration of every word of the Bible. I am quite con­
fident that portions of Scripture which I cannot under­
stand are the word of God, and I am only more deeply 
convinced that they are the word of the Infinite, because 
they are beyond the measure and- capacity of my fil:lite 
mind. I at least have learned tb say of some portions 
of Scripture, when people demand to know the exact 
interpretation of them, that I do not know. And I ,be­
lieve every other man, if he would be honest, would have 
to give the same answer. It does not mean that we"are 
specially ignorant, nor that we have not examined the 

Scripture, nor that we have not read what other men 
have said about these matters; but rather that these 
truths are so great, so profound, there are so many.­
difficulties in the way of certain interpretations, that one 
must maintain an open mind, awaiting further light. 
The books of Daniel and Revelation are both the word 
of God; and in due time we shall understand them; but 
the prop~etic portions of Daniel, and practically all of 
Revelation, ab_ound in symbols. I submit that the proper 
way to interpret Scripture is to take the plain state­
ments of Scripture first, and then bring the symbolic 
scriptures into the light of the plain statements of Scrip­
ture about which there can be no mistake, and interpret 
their symbolism in their clear light. _ 

In our day there are many who exercise their rather 
active imagination in respect to the books of Daniel and 
of Revelation, and their inteJ"pretations depend largely 
upon their flexibility, upon how far they can let their 
imaginations run. I talked with a professor some time 
ago about th~ chapter I, read this evening, the twenty­
fourth chapter of Matthew. Immediately he said, "Dan­
iel"-"Wait a minute," I -said. "But the Book of Reve­
lation"-But I said, "Let us examine the plain state­
ments of Scripture first." Daniel is mentioned in Matthew 
twenty-four. We are admonished to read something in 
Daniel, and when we see it unmistakably come to pass, 
"wlioso readeth, let him understand". But in the mean­
time, do not let your imagination sketch a picture which 
mayor 'may not be true. 

Certainly in the matter of the antichrist we should 
heed that warning. You remember how once when- our 
Lord Jesus began to speak plainly, and to'tell the dis­
ciples that He was going to the Father, they said, "Now 
speakest tho-u plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now are 
we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not 
that any man should ask thee: by this we believe ,that 
thou camest forth from God." 

There are only five passages in the entire New Testa­
ment in whiCh antichrist is mentioned by name; -There 
are other passages which undoubtedly describe him, or 
refer to him; but there are but five where he is actually 
called the antichrist. They are all in the first and sec­
ond Epistles of John" and I want you to look at them -
for a few minutes, in their order. i did not order this 
wet night, but perhaps it may be a convenient and appro­
priate setting for a little quiet thought and teaching. 

I. 

First John tyvo: eighteen: "Little children, it is the 
last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall 
come, even' now are there many antichrists: whereby we 
know that it is the last time." That scripture tells us 
that a person named antichrist shall come. That is the 
announcement: "Ye have heard that antichrist shall 
come." Then it further says that "even now are there 
many antichrists" in the world, lesser persons, lesser 
principles, lesser systems, but which are akin to the ulti­
mate disclosure of lawlessness in the person of the anti-
chri~ _ -

"Even now are there many antichrists." That was 
written a good while ago, and surely it meant what it 
said to those to whom it was primarily written. Even 
in their day there were many antichrists; by which, 
said John, we may know it is the last time. What is 
I!leant by the "last time"? Does it mean the last year, 
the last decade, the last century of the Christian era? 
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Not rtecessarily so. You will remember .the Apostle 
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, said, "This is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass 
in the last days." Peter identified the last days with 
this whole Christian dispensation, for a prophecy relat­
ing to the last days, according to an inspired apostle, 
found its fulfilment on the day of Pentecost, at the time 
of the inauguration of the .New Testament church. 
There are still many antichrists, . and there will be 
others, and we may know by that fact that it.is the "last 
time". 

What do we mean by antichrist? . The anti christ un­
doubtedly is an opponent of Christ, one who is against 
Christ. But the word does not bear that meaning ex­
clusively. It may mean: instead of, a mce-Christ, a vice­
gerent, a sUbstitute for Christ. Against Him, of course, 
but against Him in the sense that he simulates Him, and. 
represents himself as taking Christ's place, as being in 
His room and stead, as a substitute for Christ. 

Let us look at another passage-the twenty-second 
verse: "Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is 
the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son." By "the Christ" we mean the Messiah, 
the Anointed One of the Old Testament. The Lord Jesus 
said to some who did not believe in Him, "What think 
ye of Christ? whose son is he?" By which He did not 
mean primarily, "What think ye of Me?" But rather, 
"What think ye of _ the Christ described.in the Scripture, I 

\ Whose coming is there predicted?" They sa·id, "He is 
the son of David." Then said He, "How then doth David 
in spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my 
Lord, Sit thou on .my right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool? If David then call' him Lord, how 
is he his son?" Of His disciples He enquired, "But 
whom say ye that I am?" Simon Peter answered, "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God." To which 
the Lord replied, "Blessed art thou, Simon. Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father ,which is in heaven." 

Antichrist, it is said, denies the Father and the Son; 
and he is a liar who denieth that Jesus of Nazareth is 
the Messiah. The man who .denies the prophe~ies of the 
Old Testament which predict the coming of the Desire of 
all nations, the Sun of righteousness, the One Whose 
name should :be called "Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father~ The Prince .of 
Peace"-the man who denies that these prophecies find 
their fulfilment in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
that He is the very Person of Whom God, by the Holy 
Ghost, ·spake . in the Old Teetament, though he be a 
Doctor of Divinity, a Baptist minister, a minister of the 

. United Church, or of the Presbyterian or Anglican 
Church, whoever he may. be, or what his ac.ademic qis­
tinction, if he denies that the Old Testament prophecies 
relating to the Messiah were fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus, that man, according to the teaching of Scripture, 
"is a liar". . . 

That is rather hard for some modern preachers to re­
: ceive, but that is what the Bible says. To deny that, is 
to deal in untrUth. . . 

Further, "he is· antichrist, that denieth the Father and 
the Son." It is a little more explicit in later passages, 
but at this point John, by the Holy Ghost, says whoever 
differentiates between jesus and God, whoever denies the 
essential oneness of the Father and the Son, the eternal 
Godhead of Jesus, is an antichrist-substituting som~-

r 

thing else for the Saviour _ Whom God has sent into the 
world. 

In -the fourth chapter, and third verse, we read: "And 
every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is not of God: and this is'that spirit of anti~ 
christ, whereof ye have heard 'that it should come; and 
even now already is it in the world." Here he deals 
with the fact of the Incarnation, the manifestation of 
God in the flesh. John says the denial that Deity 
wrapped Himself with our humanity, that He "took not 
on Him the nature of angels; but he took on him the 
seed of Abraham", the denial. of the fact of the Incarna­
tion, is of the spirit of antichrist. 

He implies, moreover, that there are many such 
spirits, and insists that every spirit that refuses to 
acknowledge that Jesus was a corporeal representation 
of God, that ~he "Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, and we beheld ibis glory, the glory as of the only be­
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth", is an 
antichrist, not of God, That being so, we should have no 
difficulty in identifying, for example, the teaching of men 
like Harry Emerson Fosdick, who deny the record of the 
Virgin Birth and the essential Deity. of Jesus Christ. 
They fall, under the light of these scriptures, into their 
natural place. They are not of God. They are of the 

. spirit of antichrist. 
. "Many deceivers are entered into the world, who cori­

fess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. T~is is 
a deceiver and an anti christ." My . dear friends, from 
these scriptures, even a child ought to be able to see that 
the central truth of the Christian revelation is that "God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself"; that 
that is the irreducible minimum of Christian truth, the 
foundation of Christian faith, the sine qua non pf 
Christianity; and that where that is denied, there is no 
Christianity. Said Peter-I quote again-"Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of ' the living God." And Jesus said, 
"Upon this rock will I build my church." That is the 
central, fundamental, indispensable, cardinal, truth of 
Christianity. 

If we then bring our modern cults into the light of 
these scriptures, it ought forever to settle our attitude 
toward them. You do not need to be versed in the writ­
ings \ of Mr~. Eddy: all you need to discover is that 
Christian Science denies the reality of the Inc~rnation 
and the essential Deity of Jesus Christ. Knowing that, 
it cannot be Christian: it is anti-Christian. It must be 
so. If you will test Rutherfordism or Russellism by the 
same standard, you will discover that that system is not . 
a diluted Christianity, hot a modified Christianity: it is 
anti-Christian. It is opposed to that which is revealed 
in Christ. Therefore we can have nothing to do with it: 

If you apply· this principle to. the various forms of 
Modernism, to Unitarianism for instance, the . system 
that denies the Deity of Christ, you will refuse to admit 
that Unitarianism is in any sense Christian. It is anti­
Christian. It is bound to be so because it denies that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. Many theological 
colleges teach under Baptist, United Church, Anglican, 
Presbyterian, and other auspices, that there is some 
doubt about the trustworthiness of the scriptures which 
teach that Jesus Christ had a human mother, but no 
human father; that He was the only begotten Son of 
God. And wherever the truth of the Virgin birth of 
Jesus is denied, we must refuse absolutely to recognize 
the man, or the system, thus -denying, as being Christian. 
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They are without the pale. They ~re anti-Chri~ti~n. 
The fundamental and central pril1ciple' 'of our ChrIstIan 
revelation is that Jesus Christ is God. For that, assur­
edly, is the plain and unmistakable ~eaching. of these 
scriptures in John's epistles, than whIch nothmg could 
be simpler. (I 

II. 

Let us now turn to the scripture I read as a text, the 
second chapter of 'second Thessalonians. Here is A POR­
TRAIT OF THE LAWLESSONE,-Surely a picture of t~le 
antichrist. He is not called antichris~, in this script~re, 
but he is the cuhriination, the climax, of human and s~­
tanic opposition to Christ. He is described here, and we 
shall note simply one or two of his characteristics. 

The first is that he is essentially a religious person, or 
a religious system with some great person at its hea~. 
He "opposeth and exalteth himself above all that IS 
called God, or that i.s worshipped; so that he' as. G~d 
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that ,he IS 
God." He takes God's place. .. He claims to be Gop.:s 
representative. He Glaims to be. God's vice:gerent, HIs 

. vice His substitute, His earthly representatIve. There­
for~ 'it is not pro~able that antichrist will be identified 
with' a wholly secularized system, however opposed to 
Christianity that may be; because the ultimate antichrist 
will bear a religious form, and make certain religious 
claims: he will "shew himself that he is God." That, I 
think is perfectly plain in this plain statement in Thessa­
lonia~s. He is described here as a "Iawle.ss one". He is 
not subject to law. Whoever rebels against God is law­
less. We speak of a man who disobeys the laws of the 
land as" "an ·outlaw". The one who refuses to recog~ize 
the supreme authority of the Ruler of all is himself an 
antichrist, a lawless one, a law unto himself. And 
surely we see a great .deal" of the spirit of lawlessness 
to-day. The spirit of antichrist, we should 'b~ well able 
to understand and recognize; because it enters into all 
spheres of hunian lif~. Men refuse longer to be regu­
lated by any authority external: to themselves. 

The antichrist is identified in this chapter with some 
"m11stery of iniquity that doth aJ.,·ead11 work." Does it 
not suggest that he is the outcropping, the ultimate 
product, of a system that is long at work, and not. some­
one who !\prings from nothing, and suddenly takes to 
himself great authority. This "mystery of ini9-uit:(' a.I-. 
ready works in the world. The spirit, of antIchrlst IS 
already here-and' has. always been with us since Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judaea. 

His coming is apparently open to everybody: Some of 
my friends are adepts at distinguishing between the 
coming, and the appearing, and the re~elation. They 
are really three aspects of the same thmg. The same 
word is used to describe the coming of anti christ 'as is 
used to describe the coming of Ghrist. His coming is 
said to be "after the working of Satan with"-what does 
it say?-"with all power and signs and lying wonder!!, 
and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." While 
he may not be identified immediately as ~ntichrist, he 
will not come secretly.' His coming is "after the work­
ing of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders" 
and with all deceivableness of unrHrhteousness". 

And he will be possessed by satatnic power. I know it . 
is rather old-fashioned to believe in the existence of 
Satan. I wish it were not so easy, that there were· not 
so ma~y evide~ces of his work in the world. How w~uld 

you account for Hepburnism, for our beer~parlours, if 
there were no devil? How would you account for Mus­
solini if there were no devil, or Hitler, or stalin, or any 
of the evils apparent in the life roundabout us? There is 
a "mystery of iniquity". Have you not felt that behind 
the smallest evil the(e is a superhuman power? Try ~o 
correct it. Try it in your own life. Certain habits of 
speech, or of thought, that seemed almost trivial, and 
yet not quite what they ought to be, of which you have 
said, "I will correct it. I can do anything.'! Try it! 
At last you admit that you have been prostrated again 
and again, that, an apparently little thing had behind it 
the force of hell itself. "The mystery ,of iniquity" al­
ways works, and the power of Satan is behind everything 
that is anti-Christian. . 

But in due course, when God shall withd~!1w His with· 
holding power, whatever it is, then this wicked one will 
be revealed as a great religious personage. His coming 
will be sudden only as to its manifestation. His revela­
tion is said to be the culmination of a falling away, for 
thereafter that wicked one shall be revealed. Surely 
there has been a "famng away". Surely there has been' 
an almost universal defection from the Word of God, and 
from the things of God.' There are men' present this 
evening who are not old, who yet can remember when re­
ligion. was held in some measure of respect-as it is not 
to-day. 1 am not able to say how antichrist will come, 
but merely to call your attention to this principle that 
it would be contrary to all analogy to expect anti christ to 
be the culmination of anything but a universal religious 
system. Some expositors of olp used to id~ntif:y anti­
christ with the Church of Rome-not secular Rome, but 
the Roman Catholic Ch'urch. It is quite true that the 
Pope calls himself the vicar of Christ, vicariously repre~ 
senting Him in the earth. He claims to be the subl!ti­
tute for Christ, His vice-gerent. He does sit in the 
temple of God, and demand, as the representative of God, 
a certain form' of .worship. But,. to btl perfectly candid, 
we must admit that the Roman Catholic Church has. 
never denied that Jesul'! Christ has come in the flesh. The 
Roman Catholic Church, ~ith all its faults, has nev'er 
denied' the virgin 'birth of Christ. It is a cardinal doc­
trine 'of hers that Jesus Christ was virgin-born. So 
much 'so· that, mistakenly, they actually speak of the 
virgin mother as "the mother of God". The. Roman 
CathoI.ic Church does .not deny the identification of the 
Father and the Son. 

I do not know who the anti christ is. I am just as sure 
that nobody else does. Observe the portrait that is in 
the Word of God. Mussolini does not fit it. I think, in­
deed, that Mussolini is going to his doom before long. 
I am not at all alarmed at the present situation.. I have 
no interest in a prize fight. I think it is a brutal proce­
dure: But a friend of mine wrote me. the other day, and 
said a significant thing. He said that when Carnero 
allowed himself to be defeated by a 'negro he' suffered 
great indignities at the hands of his .compatriQts; they 
felt such a defeat was no compliment to Italy. Then my 

,friend went on to say that it taxed the might, of the 
British Empire for several years to conquer the. Boers, 
with a. population of about a million. Ethiopia has 
about eleven. millions, in a .. country -inaccessible except 
through difficult mountain passes, through fever-infested 
swamps and morasses which would put half the army 
on the sic,k: list permanently. The problem of supplying 
water to two or three hundred thousand 'troops is ·alone' 
a staggering' thing, particularly in a hostile ·country 

( 
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,where '.the ca:.;riers wo.uld pro.bably be ambushed all the wo.rld. Bo.w at His feet, 'with Tho.mas, saying, My 
" way., LQrd and my Go.d. Yield YQurself to. Him, heart and 

There may be a terrible cQllapse-cQllapse in Italy. intellect. Let Him be yQur SaviQur no.w and fQrever. 
':'Bad fo.r the wQrld; YQU say·? NQ! It 'wQuld give Hitler AlthQugh there are SQme things abQut the pI:Qgramme 
• 'pause, and Stalin; and dictatQrships wo.uld fall. I am o.f the millennium, o.r o.f the LQrd's co.ming, that yQU 
, inclined to. think that Go.d is answering o.ur prayer,. do. no.t, understand, Qr abo.ut whi~h yo.u' are in dQubt" 
,and that there are better days ahead. I can see 'few if yo.u, do. but receive Christ, and lQng fo.r Him, and 
'o.f the' marks o.f antichrist iri ;Mu8sQlini, althQugh his lQQk fQr Him, and are ready to. welco.me Him, all will 
'CQurse may be QPpo.sed to. everything that is .~ssentially, b~ well if'yo.u are amo.ng thQse who. lQve His appearing, 
Chri~tian. Are yo.u trusting, Christ? Do.' yo.u believe in Him as 
" But antichrist's revelatio.n synchrQnizes .with the' the In,carnate' GQd by WihQse atQning death yQur sins 
Great Tribul~tiQn. SQmeQne asks, "But are we no.t in', : were fo.rever put 'away? If yo.u do., there' is a glQri­
'it I!o.w?'~ Did yo.u ever read Fo.x~ "Bo.o.k o.f Martyrs"?' .,o.us pro.spect befQre yo.u, We can anticipate whatever 
Did yo.u ever go. thro.ugh the To.wer pf Lo.ndo.n? Did the mo.rrQW ~ay bring us with gladness and jo.y be-

,yo.u eve~ read o.f the ho.rro.rs o.f the middle ages, and ' cause we are in' Christ. 
o.f the, dark ages?' Great Tribulatio.n! Life is as a 

THE SEMINARY OPENS, FRIDAY THE 
THIRTEENTH 

summer' picnic fQr us cQmpared' with what men have 
had to. endure in times past.PeQple who. jump to. co.n­
clusiQns do., so. because th~y have lo.st sjght o.f the past. 
If o.ur o.racular interpreters WQuld familiarize them- ~ 'The To.rQnto. Baptist Seminary will co.mmence its tenth .. 
selves with histo.ry" they WQuld no.t be so dQgmatic in acade~ic year Qn Friday. the thirteenth o.f September; 
their jnterp~etatio.ns ,o.f pro.phecy. ,It is a goo.d thing at, 10 o.'clo.ck in the mo.rning with a meeting fo.r the 
to. kno.w sQmething o.f the past. It is a gQo.d~thing no.t" registratio.n Qf l'I:ew students: On the fo.llo.wing Mo.nday, 
to. fQrge.t 'Qur Jo.seph'.' September 16th, at 2 o.'clQck registratiQn fQr fo.rmer 

When' that Great Tribulatio.n cQmes: it will be a hard stude~ts will take; place, :~p.d 'lectut;es will begin Tqesday 
time fo.r tho.se who.' believe" but "fo.r the 'elect's, sake, mo.rn~ng at half past ~ight. '. ' 
tho.se days shall be sho.rtetied". The promise ,-which FrIends in and' near To.ro.n~Q are especially invited to. 
'applies now, will 'apply to. the Great TribulatiQn: attend the Fall CQnvo.catiQn which will be held in the 
"There bath no. temptatio.n .taken you but such as is Jarvis Street, Church auditQrium Qn Thursday, Septem~ 
co.mmQn to man: but God) is faithful who. will 'nQt suf- ber 19th, at eight o.'clQck in the evening. This meeting 
fer yo.u to. be tempted apQve that ye' are able; but will )vill be addressed by the ~resident, Dr. Shields, and by 
with, the temptatiQn also. make a way o.f escape, that a, member o.f the Faculty,. and sever~l stude~ts who. have 
ye may be ,able to. bear it." ,Go.d will have respect t-o b~enQn sum~er fields wIll also. deh~~r brIe~ messages. 
the capacity fo.r endurance Qf tho.se who. must pass .If the Se~IUnary, has any superstItIQus frIends, they 
thro.ugh it, and fo.r their sake' it will be shQrtened. wIll bemQan o.ur chQi~El o.f o.pe,ning date, Friday the thir-

, (If yo.u tell me the "elect"" o.f the twenty-fo.urth Qf tee~th,. butt!to.se wh.o.:ha~e fQIIQ~ed the wo.rk since its 
Matthew are the Jews,. I mil.st insist that yo.u cite a b?g.mnmg WIll' find 'I~ thIS o.ccaSIOn cause fo.r thanks­

. single' passage in Scripture tliat even remQtely suggests gIvmg fQr past blessmg~, and prayer fQr the future. 
that the "elect" in that chapt,er are the Jews,) , "Surely the Lo.rd hath do.ne great things fo.r us, whereQf 

Ho.w will the Tribulatio.n be terminated? By the we are glad'~. In!1 ti';lle when ma;n.y scho.o.ls and co.l-
.. glo.riQu,s appearing o.f Qur LQrd Jesus Christ. ,'''What leges are bem~ ~o.rced .to. c~o.se. theI~ dQo.rs, and w~en 

abQut antichrist?"; yo.u ask, t do. no.t kno.w where he ~ven ~~r PrQvmcIal UmversIty IS bemg fQrced to. raIse 
will c~me fro.m. 'I do. no.t 'think yo.u knQw. 'Yo.u may Its tUItIo.n fee!'! ,twenty~five per cent, Qur dQo.rs are still 
have yo.ur,o.pinio.n, and I, mine; but do. let us,learn the o.pen to. the yo.ung men and wo.men that the chur~hes 
wisdo.m o.f' no.t being do.gmatic"abo.ut that Qf which rio. sen~ us, and ,that free,o.~ charge except fQr a nQmmal 

, ,o.ne can' be po.sitively' sure: One thing is ce~tain and regIstI:atiQn, fee. We have reaSQn fQr thanksgiving ip. 
that is that' befQre JesiIs Christ cQmes' antichrist will the men and WQmen who. have go.ne o.ut frQm these halls 
be in full flQwer and flQo.d· and by that· we shall knQw to. prea~~ the GQspel at 'h~me and abrQad; we h,ave rea­
that'the co.ming Qf the Lo.td drawetli nigh. And when SQn to. ~Ive Go.d t?anks fQr the present student bQdy, 
He CQmes He "shall ~onsume, him with the spirit o.f' and .fo.r the s~len~Id ~en and W;Qmen who. have already 
his mQuth, and slialf, destroy with the .brightness o.f apphe~ fQr entrance ~hIS ye~r .. W~ beseech the :t>rethren 
his co.ming". His corning will ,be so. bright that the to. ~trIve ~Qgether WIth, us m t~eIr prayers to. ,God fo.r 
very plaze o.f' His presence will destrQY the antichrist. us that thIS tenth .r-ear Qf QU~ hI~~Qry 'ma~ be Qne w~en 
,We s~all have a great ,time ,some day, we really shall, the schQo.l .mQtto., :·.~ta Chr:'~ton acco.~~mg to. ~hrIs~, 
even tho.ugh 'such co.nditiQns shQuld develQP in o.ur 'day, may be wrItten WIth the SpIrIt o.f the hvmg Go.d I~ the 
even thQugh we shQuld have to.' pass thro.ugh the Tribula- .fleshly tables Qf the he~rt. We WQuld also. ask o.ur frIends 
tio.n. -It will be relatively sho.rt, and will terminate with to. reme';llber the fillanclal ne~d o.f ,the scho.Ql, ~Qr altho.ugr 
the glo.riQus appearing'o.f th~'great Go.d and o.ur SaviQur ~he ~ubIlee Fun~~ucce~ded m greatly re~UCI~g ~ur pas~ 
Jesus Christ. There' ,:will be no. do.ubt abQut it then ,~ndetitedness, we 'are stIll under heavy o.bhga~I~n m,meet­
"Beho.ld, he cQmeth with' clQuds; and eve'ry eye' shall se~ mg current eJ!.:penses. The t~Qubled Co.ndItIQn o.f the 
him, and they also. wpiCh pierced him: and all kindreds ,wQrld .tQ-day makes m~re apparent than ever the need 
o.f the earth shall waii because \'o.f him."- In the mean- there IS fQr the preach~ng o.f the GQspel, and o.ught !lQt 
time, the impo.rtant thing fo.r us is that we shQuld be to. ~e taken b~ t?~ ,~Qrd s p~Qple as an excuse fQr evadmg , 
o.n the side Qf Christ . 'd t th 'd f t' h . t theIr resPQnsIbIlIt\,eS, but rather as a challenge to. do. 

, ' "an no. o.~ e SI e 0. an IC rIS. even greater things, fQr Christ's sake, and we urge UPQn 
HQW can"we be o.n the side Qf Christ? Receive Him thQse who.· lQve the Gospel the pressing need Qf this 

fo.r what ~e is, the So.n o.f Go.d, the Savio.ur of the wQrthy cause.-W. S. W. 
,'I • . . 
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AN EARNEST ,WORD OF EXHORTATION 
The .past summer has 'been a very trying one with .its high 

temperatures. For this reason church attendance has prob­
ably suffered more than usual, with the result that it will 
take the churches longer to recover from the summer reces­
sion. That means, of course, that' we have no -time to lose. 

First, let -us exhort our readers to resolve that they will . 
reconsecrate themselves to the Lord and His service imme­
diately, and be more in prayer than ever for themselves and 
the churches to which they belong. Never did the world need 
a sound evangelical testimony more than it does to-day. 
Who dares to predict what will shortly come upon the earth? 
They only need have no fear of evil tidings whose ~hearts 
are fixed, trusting in the Lord. 

Then let us each resolve that :we will be loyal to our own 
church. Let your own church 
be your special sphere of 
labour. Don't be a gypsy. 

Churches there. shall be such spiritual activity as we have 
never kriown before. 

It is true that true revivals are Heaven-sent, but they 
come through the people of God; and they come when God's 
people work as well as pray, and when all their work is 
energized by the power of the Holy Ghost iB. answer to 
prayer. Let us thus pray and work, and we shall see multi­
tudes saved. 

NEWS. OF UNION CHURCHES 
Briscoe St., London, 

Briscoe Street Baptist Church, London, was privileged to 
have two visits from Rev. Morley Hall during his sojourn 

in the East. At the prayer 
meeting on Wednesday, July 
24th, a good company as­

HAVE YOU? 
sembled to hear Mr. Hall tell 
of the triumphs of the gos­
pel in the Province of Al­
berta. For over an hour he 
r~ceived rapt attention as he 
told of the work in city, town, 
village and hamlet. Also of 
the great radio ministry 
from the Westbourne Bap­
.tist Church. A liberal offer­
ing was taken for' Brother 
Hall's work in' the West. 

Sent· your contribution to the. Seminary 
Jubilee Fund yet? ' 

The Autumn Convo~ti'on will be . 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER' 19th 

Be sure to send your. gift by that ti~e to 
enable us to announce a complete discharge 
of all obligations. . . 

. DO IT NOW! 

We live in a day when re­
ligious centres which provide 
a continulU round of emo­
tional excitement are mul­
tiplying. They build nothing. 
They are essentially para­
sitic. They are ultra spiritual 
in their profession, but it is 
a spirituality of word rather 
than of life. These pUkes 
have no membership, the fre­
quenters of such tabernacles 
have nO responsibilities. Such 
places make ~very effort to 
entice Christian people away 
from their own churches by 
their emotional orgies. . 

During the pastor's vaca­
tion Mr. Hall taught the Bible 
Class, and preached at both L-_________ ......... _________ .--.. services Sunday, August 18th, 

Let us resolve to stay at home. Be in your own place, 
in your own church, in prayer .meeting, in .Sunday School, 
at both services on Sunday. 

Resolve not to be a "oncer". I'n the long-run you will 
accomplish far more by staying at home and doing your 
best in your own church, thah by running around to other 
places., These other places will invite. you to "help" in 
some way, will flatter you by suggesting that your help is 

THE McMASTER·MARSHALL 
Special Number of 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 
will be issued 

SEPTEMBER 26th 
Send your orders for .extra copies 

immediately. 
TELL YOUR FRIENDS, ABOUT IT 

more needed there than in your own church. Refuse to ·be-· 
lieve it. Your pastor lIlleeds you, the deacons need you, the 
whole church needs you,. and you are missed when you are 
absent. . 

Church gypsies set a bad example to the church members. 
They pay no compliment to their own church when spending 
half their time elsewhere. Let your oWn church be to you 
the best in the world. If it is not, find the church that is the 
best and stay there. 

What to do? There are thousands of children attending 
no Sunday School-go and get them, bring them to school, 
build up your own school, and seek to bring the scholars to 
Christ. Then build up your public services .. There are vast 
numbers of people who never attend a place of worship. 
Visi·t them; visilt them again and again; give them no rest 
until they go with you to church. You will do more to "help" 
people in this way than by all your gadding about. 

Let us begin at once, and resolve that ill all our Union 

. - to splendid, congr,egations. 
Again his'ministry was greatly appreciated. So much so that 
he will always be a welcQme. visitor at Briscoe Street. 

. On Sunday, August 25th, Rev. H. H. Chipchase of Guelph, 
was the supply, visiting Briscoe Street for the first time. 
He brought two splendid messages from the Word of God. 

While the ,astor }Vas on vacation, the church, under the 
leadership'o the Deacons' Board; took advantage of his 
absence' to grant him a substantial increase in his stipend. 

With the FaIr and Winter approaching, a spirit of ex­
pectancy is in evidence on the part; of the church member­
ship. The Pastor will resume his regular monthly broadcast 
on September 15th at 11 a.m. The entire morning .service 
will be broadcast the third Sunday of each month. 

The Pastors' and People's Conference of the Hamilton, 
Brantford and London districts will be held in Briscoe Street, 
on Tuesday, September 17th. There will be two sessions, 
2 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. standard time. Mternoon speakers 'will 
be Pastor A. Burnham, Galt, and Rev. G. Searle, Orangeville. 
The evening speaker will be Rev. A. J. Lewis of Kitchener. 
A great day is expected. Pastors and members of' the 
Churches are cordially invited to attend. 

Harry Watson, 
Chairman, Deacons' Board. 

St. Paul's, Montreal 
Because of, sorile special interest, meetings (D.V.) will 

begin on the 29th of September. A brother now worshipping 
with us will be the helper for a few weeks. Kindly remember 
this extra effort in prayer. Pastor St. James has taken no 
summer vacation, but would like to stay West for a few 
weeks after the Convention. to speak for one or more nights 
in different Churches. If you wish to hear a seventy-five 
year Missionary, write Rev. A. St. James, 5368 Azilda Street, 
Montreal, Que.' , 

REMEMBER 
Annual Convention. Union of Regular- Baptist 

Churches of Ontario and Quebec . 

\ 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH, TORONTO 
on 

OCTOBER 22nd ~o 24th,. 1935 

• 

• 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson "Leaf 
Vol. 10 No.3 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR 

Lesson 39 Third Quarter September 29th, 1935 

Lesson TeXt: P.roverbs 1 to 3. 
Golden Text: "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 

lean not unto thine own understanding. In all ,,,,y ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."-Prov. 
3: 5, 6. 

Bible School Reading: Provo 3:1-20. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS: Monday-I. Kings 4:29-34; 

'11uesday-Deut. 8:1-6: Wednesday-Neh. 10:34-39: Thurs­
day-Job 28:12-28: Friday-John 6:41-51; Saturday-Phil. 
4:8-14. 

INTRODUCTION 
The 'book of Proverbs contains ethical teaching arranged 

in short pithy sentences. In it there is contained warning 
against evil, and encouragement in the performance of good. 
Its instruction relates to the practical affairs of life, and 
its emphasis is laid on conduct governed ,by the true under­
standing and wisdom which alone are found in' God. It.s 
superscription informs us that the contents' are the "prov­
erbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel"; and 
undoubtedly all but the last two chapters are his, these 
being ascribed to Agur the son of Jakeh, and king Lemuel. 
Weare informed that Solomon spoke three thousand prov: 
erbs (I. Kings 4:32), less than one-third of these being 
found in this book. An ancient Jewish :writer affirms that 
Solomon wrote the Song which bears his name, in his youth, 
the Proverbs in his riper years, and Ecclesiastes in his old 
age. , The canonical authority of the book is well attested 
by m~y quotations in the New Testament. 

RESISTING TEMPTATION: (1:1-9) 
After the superscription (v. 1), the book o:pens with a brief 

explanation of the use of proverbs (vs. 2-6), followed by a 
word relative to the significance of the fear "of the Lord (vs. 
7-9). "The fear of the Lord is the beginning", or principal 
part, "of knowledge". True piety consists in reverencing 
God, putting, Him first in all things, and seeking to please 
Him. And inasmuch as He is the" Creator of the world, " 
with all that it contains, and the source of all knowledge, a 
right relation to Him is essential 'to a proper understanding 
of lioth earthly and heavenly things. Fools despise" such 

, wisdom, but they that be wise pay heed thereto, and are 
bl~ssed. After this, in a paternal manner, Solomon gives 
warning concerning temptation: "If sinners entice thee, con­
sent thou not." This is sage advice, and one who fears God 
will follow it. We must ,be able to say, No. Ol!serve the 
appeal of sinners for companionship in evil, "Come with us"; 
,"Cast in thy lot among us" (vs. 11-14). It-is an appeal to 
the covetous spirit, not unknown at the present time in busi­
ness, politics; and other spheres of human activity, and rest­
ing under the condemnation of Scripture (Col. 3:5). The 
love of money is the root of all evil (I. Tim. 6:10). The only 
right way is that of separation from the wicked (vs. 15-19; 
n. Cor. 6:14" to 7:1). A definite stand for God and right­
eousness is the safest course (Dan. 1:8; Acts 4:31). ' 
COMPLAINT OF WISDOM (1 :20-33) 

Wisdom pe~sonified i's here described as crying in the 
streets, and' its cry is the 'message of God. Our Lord is 
made unto us wisdom (I. Cor. 1:30), and it is His voice we 
hear in the words before us. Divine wisdom, so much needed 
in the counsels of men, is in the street neglected. The cry 
is public, persisteI),t, significant. It is one of appeal, and 
of warning. It relates to the foolishness of man in con­
tinuing in his sinful ways. It calls upon him to listen to 
reproof, and tum from his evil ways; and it w~rns him of 
the consequences of refusal to do so (20-33). These con­
sequences are most serious, affeCting the eternal destiny of 
the individual, and bringing upon him distress and :anguish 
('Matt. 25:40). This will ,be but the reaping of "that which 

, he has sown (v. 31: ,Gal. 6:7); ,Note the attitude of wisdom, 
now: calling, stretching out the hand, offering counsel: then, 
laughing, mocking, refusing to answer, and declining to be .. 

found. ' It is difficult to understand the refusal of men to 
listen to divine counsel, except on the basis of their enmity 
against God (Rom. 8:7). Their attitude is foolish, sinful, 
unthankful, inexcusa:ble, and ruinous-and their destiny is 
fearful, just, eternal, and irrevocable. Are we acting daily 
in accordance with the divine counsel? Do we put God, be­
fore friends and loved ones? 
PROMISES OF WISDOM (2:1-22) 

After the words of warning concerning the consequences 
'of neglecting the counsel of wisdom, the reward of seeking 
the same is set forth, certain promises being given· relative 
thereto. The sincerity of purpose in seeking wisdom is indi­
cated in the conditions stated: "Incline, thine ear"; "Apply 
thine heart"; "Criest after knowledge"; "Liftest up thy voice 
for understanding"; "Seekest her as silver": "Searchest for 
her as for hidden treasure". Seeking in this whole-hearted, 
persistent, and determined' way, brings results. 'Fdrst, rela­
tive to the fear and knowledge of God (v. 5). "Then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God." Gbd is the source" of wisdom, and He honours with 
increased knowledge and understanding those who seek Him " 
(I. Sam. 2:30). Submission I and obedience unto Him lead 
to greater insight into the matters pertaining to Him (vs. 
6-9). Spiritual blessing, like material blessing, follows cer­
tain recognized laws in its increase. A second result of the 
securing of wisdom is manifest in the outward'life (vs. 
10-22). "Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall 
keep thee." Wisdom will govern everY action, regulate every 
relationship, and protect from every moral danger. Deliver­
ance will be given from the way of the evil man, and from 
the strange woman; that "thou mayest walk in the way of 
good men, and keep the paths of the righteous. The need 
for such guidance and protection is evident. By experience 
we learn the insufficiency of man's wisdom, and realize the 

, necessity' for that of a higher order. The promises of divine 
wisdom are great, sure, necessary, free, and precious; and 
obtainable ,by all on specified conditions.' Are we earnes'tly 
seeking divine wisdom :and understanding? ..... " 
OBEDIENCE TO THE DlV,INE COMMANDMENTS (3 :1·35) 

Several exhortations are found in this chapter' inculcating 
obedience to the will of God, and promising blessing for 
obedience thereto. First, iIi relation to remembrance of the 
law; long life and peace being promised for observance there­
'of. Second, respecting mercy and truth, which we are urged 
to bind upon the neck, and write on" the heart; or make part 
of the being, and exhibit in the daily life. The result of 
doing this will be favour and good understanding in the 
sight of God and man. Men will recognize uprightness of 
character, and give testimony thereto. Trust in the Lord 
is the next subject referred to (vs. 5, 6). Note the extent 
of the trust-:-"All thine heart"; the negative aspect, "Lean 
not unto thine own understanding"; the practical outcome of 
truth, "In all thy ways acknowledge him"; and the result, 
"He shall direct thy paths". Fear of the Lord is then en­
joined, with its concomitant departure from evil (vs. 7, 8). 
Such an attitude is like medicine and moisture to the ,sys­
tem, stimulating, and providing the essential to the enjoy­
ment of life. Honouring God with gifts is a natural out­
come of fearing Him. And these should come from the first­
fruits of our increase, not from what is left after we have 
made use of it. The Israelite was commanded thus to give, 
and blessing was promised for obedience thereto (vs. 9, 10; 
Mal. .3:10). Chastisement is the next subject referred to, 
encouragement being ,given to sustain it (vs. 11, 12; Heb. 
12:5-11). . 

Several thin~s are mentioned in relation to wisdom: the 
happiness of the man whn finds it, its precious nature, the 
blessing bestowed by it, the divine manifestation of it in the 
realm of nature, and the exhortation to !rive heed thereto 
(vs. 13-26). The wisest men are those who are in closest 
touch witI1 God. Several brief exhortations conclude the 
chapter, relating to duty unto one's neighbour (vs. 27-29) 
causeless strive, envy. and a statement in reference to the 
general attitude of God toward the ju~t and the unjust. 

,Observe the necessity for a knowledge of "God's will, the wis-
dom of acknowledging Him in all thingS, and receiving His 
direction, and the blessedness of obedience to His will. God 
knows ,best the way we should tread, understands its pitfalls, 
has the power to overcome its enemies, and is willing to :;> 

guide us safely to our destination. In order to succeed in 
this, our wills must be submissive to His. Are we practical 
in our Christian life toward God and men? 
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JWHA T OTHERS SAy ABOUT "OTHER:: LITTLE SHIPS" 
From THE WITNESS, London, Engiand, 

Rev. Henry Oakley, Editor 
Dr. Shields' Latest Book 

While we were away Dr. Shields kindly seont us a ~Opy of his 
new book, with a very honouring inscription in his own hand­
writing. There are fourteen sermons in 'the volume; seven are 
from the Old Testament and seven' are from the New Testament, 
a proportion that discloses at once something of the preacher's 
mind. "All Scripture'" is not a meaningless 'or-out-worn phrase 
to him. The first sermon, "Other Little Ships", gives the title 
to the book. 0'" . • 

I have read the sermons with the' attention and experience of 
a preach·er. I once wrote "The h9miletics. of Dr. Shields are 
mile's apart from Mr. Spurgeon's".\ A minister soon after said 
to me: "I think you are wrong in that," and I straightway said, 
"I think myaeif it was a mistake which I discovered almost be­
fore the words were in print," Npw after readi~g these sermons 
right through almost at a sitting, I am' sure I was wrong. Dr. 
Shields handles a text in his own way, but:ft is ·certainly in a 
way that was Mr~ Spurgeon·'s. . 

These sermons are the sermons of a great preach·er. Interest­
ing, clever, instructive, pleasing preachers we have: in abundance, 
but the truly great preacher is terribly scar.ce to-day. Possibly 
the first figure would give the number of such in Great.Britain. 
Great preachers differ, of course, in their greatness. There was 
the greatn'ess of Mr. Spurgeon, and the greatness of Dr." Mac­
Laren, and the greatness of Canon Liddon and Dr .. Parker. "One 
'star differeth from another star in glory". Dr. Shields has a 
greatness after his own order, but greatness it surely is. Select 
anyone of these sermons. Take the one at which the book falls 
open, "The Swelling of Jordan"-a subject at which most preach­
ers stagger a little. But here Dr. Shields is in full stride. He 
seizes the principle of the text and applies it in the most masterly 
way ... the philosopher, the theologian, the evangelist, the orator, 
all appear in him in this sermon. There is no other word in our 
language that can describe this sermon. except the word "great". 

The scripturalness of th'e ser~ons is one of t~eir marJ.l:ed 
features. It is remarkable how scnptural they are WIthout bemg 
exegetical in the way Bishop Westcott and Dr. MacLaren· were 
exegetical. Some of these sermons Dr. MacLaren could never 
have preached, and yet even Dr. MacLa.ren was not more scrip­
tural. It is one of the charms of the sermons that they offer' 
you the finest of the wheat without dissecting the kernels. ~ 
Sermol! number eight, "How to be hospitable to the Truth", is an . 
exampl~ of this. Scriptural it is in every part, but in no way . 
exegetical in the way of the exegete. . 

The spontaneousness of the discourses is a rare delight. When 
you read ,the work of a preacher like Dr. J. H. Jowett, for 
example, however much you take pleasure in the perfection of 
his phrasing, you cannot rid yourself of the smell of the mid­
night. oil. There is somehow the reminder of the old hand pump 
and not of the easy rush and flow of the spring on the hillside. 
It is '.perfect ease and naturalness that is characteristic of Dr. 
Shields' work. The' sermons are like the flow of a mountain 
river .that has reached the- valley, in which there. is no sugges, 
tion of toil, or the faintest hint of exertion, or' of exhaustion. 
It just flows and gives you the impression that it could flow· 

for ever and know no weariness. The greatest matters of life 
are presented and' discussed with perfect ease. or.lIke the sermon 
on "The Culture of the Soul", on page 209. It is '.8 profound 
philosophical di!lcourse, but its sunny ease has!a charm like the 
singing of· birds. '7' 

Another of the delights of the volume for 'me is the illustra­
tions. They are culled from everywhere, but ~hiefly. from the 
preacher's owa experience, and for me these are illustrations 
that tell as well as illustrate. . You may read through the whole 
thirty-twq, volumes of Dr, MacLaren's sefDIons and never know 

, that he was a man among men and so ',it is 'in the sermons of 
Dean Church. They kept an unchanging severity of imperson­
ality. In the biography cif Dr. MacLaren' there is a passage ip 

. which 'he defends this, but I believe his great;sermons lost much 
of "the human touch" just because they were so severely im­
personal. I do not think there heed 'be any. sacrifice of literary 
grace and ideal in wisely and carefully -usiJ:ig our experience in 
illustration of truth, Dr. Alexander Whyte was a prince among 
preachers who had given tireless attention to style ,and he achiev-' 
ed great perfection as a stylist; yet he never excluded iIIustra-·. 
tions from his life and doings. Personally I think some of the 
most telling passages in these sermons and passages that will . 
longest linger in the memory and life Qf the readers are the 
stories from' the Doctor's rich and varied experience, Here is 
one from the first sermon, "Oth~r Little Ships":--l. 

. "I heard Professor George Jackson' deliver an address before 
the Toronto Ministerial Association: The subject was, I think, 
'John Morley, the Priest of the Outer Court~. He extolled John 
Morley, the biographer of Gladstone, he described his .blameless 
character, his wonderfully 'serviceable life, his amiable'disposi­
tion and hela him up as a kind of superman; being careful to 
point out that in the'· production of this character religlion had 
no part; for John Morley was an agnostic. .r happened to walk 
up the street with Dr. Jackson after the meeting and I said, 
'Doctor, has 'it ever occurred to YQU that Morleyism never yet 
produced a John Morley, that you cannot find a John Morley 
when Christ is not preached and His principles unknown? All 
the influences that made him what he was had their origin in 
the very r!lligion which he refused to acknowledge.' 'There" were 
also with him other little ships'; and everything' that is good 
in' what we call our civilization is there because Jesus sails the 
seas." . . 

You cannot tu'rn many pages in 'this attractive' book without. 
reaching some aptly quoted verse of a hymn-not a: strained pas­
sage from a modern poet the meaning of which is difficult· to ' 
catch, but a verse where the meaning stands at the front door. 
Ag&in I let the book fall open and within three pages is this verse; . 

His honour is engaged to save 
The meanest of His sheep; 

All that Hi"s Heavenly Father gave, 
His hands securely keep. 

The general preaching of to-dar refuses such quotations,' but 
the general preaching of to-day IS without power' and I rather 
think Dr. Shields can tea,ch us how to get the power back again. 
But natural and easy quotation needs great ability. How much 
I have coveted and do covet it, but it seems not for me, admire 
it and covet it as I do. 

I must st·op although I would have liked to write upon the 
originality, the boldness and the splendid evan'gelicalness of 
these sermons. ' 
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