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, "IN THE TENT DOOR IN THE HEAT.oF THE DAY" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, ,Toronto, Sunday Morning, August 18th, 1935' 

(Stenographically, Reported) 

"And the Lord appeared unto him in the ,plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent 
door in the heat of the day."---Gen. 18:1. . 

Pray'er Before the Sermon: 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for a place of refuge to which tired 

pilgrims may tum when on the road heavenward. We thank 
Thee for Him Who is' as rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the shadow of a great ro~k in a weary land, Once,.more Y"e 
praise Thee for the precIOUS blooli, fox: the cleansmg whIch 
Thy grace has provided" We thank Thee for the best robe, 
even the robe of righteousness, for the tokens of Thy special 
and peculiar love which Thou hast given us: for the ring on 
our hand, 'and for the preparation of the gospel of peace-­
the shoes with which our feet are shod that we may walk 
before Thee fu the way of Thy commandments. We thank 
Thee that Thou dost never change. We live iIi a world of 
change, of disillusionment and .disappointment. The things 
we value crumble to dust in our hands. The persons, very 
often in whom we trusted prove to ~ as frail as we are, 
and ~ unstable, Oh, we thank, Thee for One Wh,o i!l the ,saine 
yesterday, and ~-day. and. forever; ~f whom It IS wrItten: 
Having loved hIS own whIch were m the world, he loved 
.them unto the end. " , 

We bless Thee. 0 Lord. that 'fliou didst choose us as we 
have read this morning. that we were chosen before the 
foundation of the 'world, and Thou didst choose us with the 
full knowledge of our inherent s~nfulness, of our fickle di~­
positions of all the things WhICh cause us to· mourn m 
Thy pre~ence, Thou didst see US ruined by the fall, yet 
Thou didst love 'us notwithstandinl{ all. Thou dost save us 
from our lost estate, Thy lovingkindness, 0 how great! 

We come t~ ,Thee this morni!l~ with hearts f~ll of,grati­
tude with pr81se and thanksgIVIng upon 'our bps. because 
Tho~ hast disclosed Thyself to us in Him Who has sealed 
Thy covenant with His own blood as a covenant-keeping God. 
as One upon Whose l!romi~es we may depen~: We bless Thee 
this morning _ for thIS, solid Rock upon Wlilch our feet are 
placed, for this ground of assurance which we have in Christ 

. Jesus the Lord. ' 
Look we pray Thee. upon this com~any of people." Most 

of us here doubtless have pr~feS8ed f81th in Thee. We pro­
fess and call ourselves Christians. yet. ~rd, we are ~0l!­
seious of shorteomings.-ye!l of wrong, d~mgs--y~s; of b~l­
tations in' every dix:eetion. we cease not to wonder ,that Tliy 

iove should have been give~ to us. And we find comfort 
this morning in a sense of Thy favour. . 

If any in thia company are in peculiar circUmstances this 
morning, and in special difficulty, or in situations which. per-' 
haps, have tried them to the limit of endurance, and of their 
capacity for finding a way out, we pray that such may, receive 
a special visitation from the Spirit of God. May some wolod 
of comfort find them. that they, too, may go from this place 
with new hope, with new courage, strengthened with all 
might in the inner man, . ' , 

Give us, we pray Thee. a deeper desire to know Thy will 
a firmer courage in the face of the enemy. a more settled 
and unwavering determination to go on with Thee. Instruct 
us out of Thy word, Help, us that we may recognize that 
it is Thy word, ',' . 

We commend to Thee those who are' absent from us. those 
who are seeking rest and refreshment. some whose duties 
prevent their attendance: some who are sick, or indisposed., 
May the Father's blessing rest upon them all. . 

And now especially if there are any here' this morning 
who know not the Lord. who cannot read their title clear to 
mansions in the sky. we pray that Thou Wilt be gracious to 
them. Speak'some peace-bringing word to their sows. so, that 
this se~ce may: close with ev~~ one of us rejoicing'in Thee 
as God anc! SaVIOur. We ask It In the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 

I have not travelled over the desert- on' a camei' but I 
have travelled 'not a few times through the des~rt by 
train, and I know of, nothi~g m~re trying than a journey 
through parts of Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, or Cali­
fornia, in the heat of the summer, ·When travelling thus 
I have obs~rved ,on the menu cards in the dining car a 
special menu sometimes headed: "Hot weather' sugges­
tions". It is rather an irksome' business to go into a 
dining car in the d~sert. One feels as though he would 
rather go without a meal than face it. But if you are 
going on a, journey of several days, it becomes a neces­
si,ty. aqd sometimes one is rather grateful for simple 
suggestions as to how to' order a 'meal 9n a hot day. . 
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I want to give you a summer menu this morning" a 
. simple sermon for a hot summer's day. We have done,. 

very' well so far at least' in that we have a good text: 
"The :r.ord appe!lred unto ,him in th~ plains of Mamre: 
and'he sat in the tent d'oor in the heat of the day." That 
is exactly' what you would have done. You wQuld have 
gone' where you cOuld still enjoy the shade and yet take 
advantage of any movement of air there might be: ' . . 

'. , I. 
:- Now that is" characteristic of the Bible., The, Bible 

understands U8, and i,t is written so that we may under­
stand God. THE BIBLE ALWAYS RECOGNIZES HUMAN 
FRAILTY. Of Him Who" is" its Author, it is said: "He 
knoweth our frame; He ,remembereth that we are dust." 
The Lord 'n~verr-treats His children as 'though they were 
machines, as though they were a pie.ce of iron mechanism 
that could not be br.oken, or could not be wearied. He 
knows:of:what'we'~re made, for He made us. He ,knows 
the limitations of these physical natures. He, Himself, 
"took not on him the nature of angels", who excel in 
strength, who unweariedly do His commandments, who 
are as a flaming fire, hearkening to the voice of His 
word-nay, rather: "He 'took on him the seed of Abra­
ham." It is written of Him that He wa's made in the 

, likeness of men: He, Himself, knew what it was to need 
sleep; that is to say, His own physical pature reached the 
end of its resources, and so we read of His sleeping even 
in the midst 'of a stOrm. It is said of Him that He was 
weary 'with His; journey. ' 
. I suppose some of, us are rather ashamed, to acknowl-

" edge that we are ever weary. It is refreshing, I admi~, 
to meet people who seem to be perennially strong, whose 
restiurees 6f vig6ur seem almost inexhaustible. And yet 
th~ strQnges,t of u,s' has' to admit that there are times 
when,'we are, giad the day's work is done, that we are 
glad' of ;~m opportunity to rest awhile. We are oftep, 
'all of us; weary with out journey, as was the Lord Him­
sEM . .'A·nCl 'even ,aa I have spoken another text has come 
to your mind.: I am sure that you have been saying, "He 
will surely not neglect to ,quote that!" No, I'shall not 
riegl~'ct' It:' When ih '<th~t hour of crisis, the hour' for 
Which ,~1i oiller'~c?urs were made, when He was approach­
ing, the t,ime and, the place where He would fil:'-ish the 
work God had given Him to do, and when those preg­
nant' hOurs 'were so crowded with interest, and His soul 
was,'::'~~~ed,ing' ,sorroWful, even unto death,' when one 
might have supposed that His disciples would have exert­
ed ';themselVes to obey His exhortation, to watch with 
Hiirf"\:'Y.flt' 'when ihey were so tired and so sorrowful 
tP~t:'~~~y'·.;f~il, asle~p, f!.Jld ,H;e found them sleepiI?g, and 
H-e',knew:"why they slept--:-that they, were ,"sleepmg' for 
8orrOw!'~yoiJ.. remember how He excused them,so tender­
ly, saying: "The spiri,t indeed is ~iIling, but ·the flesh 
is Iweak','·!' " : ' ' , . 

,:Sb,'I,'would remind' you that God, Himself, and the 
Word·.'cilf, God,' are always vitally solicitous for our wel­
fare', "never. 'unduly accu,sing, always remembering that 
the'teaI'e' .limitations' beyond which ftesh and blood cannot 
go, ' I 'thinK' that is ra:ther a striking and suggestive line 
that 'the ',Spirit, of ,God sho\lld have moved the writer of 
Genesis ,to ' l'ecord; ,that this old man, for such hE!' was, ' 
on' a"vety',hot'day, did exactly what any frail human 
creature would have been likely to do: 'he sat ,ih the door 
of his tent "in ,the 'heat of the 'day, " 
: Jrhe: Lord' does' not blame us for- being tired, nor does 

JHe eemniIl9 us :fGr. -taking a 'rest. " He recognizes that :the 

: ~ 

supply of energy' runs down, and that quiet nature's 
sweet restorer must sometimes do her work . 

It is cotllfortable, is it: not, ;to' come into the presence 
of one who:understands? I like to see people take thiyjgs 
comfortahly.' I tell the students in the Seminary that 
they nev~r will be ~ble to make a congregation feel com­
fortable in the pew so long as they are uncomfortable in 
the pulpit.' I have someti~es laboured with the preacher, 
and have heen relieved for his sake when he reached the 
etiii of his discourse, because it seemed such a laborious 
undertaking from beginning to end. There are people 
who rest you by their owit restfulness. Somehow or 
another they have learned to take life as they find it, 
and not to ,ma~e a, fuss abo~t it. They have learned to 
find, the coolest place on a hot day, to sit -in the' tent 
door,-'-to receive their visitors, if you like, on the ver~ 
andah, or: anywhere, informally, and to be comfortable 
with them. :' 

I would have you think of God in such terms, for you 
w'iIl 'remember, the Lord Jesus met people while they 
were about their work; when they had not on their best 
clothes; when they were n,ot f.ormally arrayed for state 

'occasions, when they were': in negligee, when they were 
just ordinary' common folks-just like you and me, for 
that is what we are! We hllve a God Who understands 
common people, and this story tells us how He deals with 
them, with the man who sits' in the door of his teni in 
the heat of the day. 

II:, 
You' need to be ver-y ~i-eful, ~hen, my dear friends . 

G~EAT PANQERS .~URK IN a:OURS OF IDLENESS, and some­
times in periods of relaxation, when people seek refresh­
ment and recuperation. I have been a Pastor for some 
years,and I have obserVed that people sometimes come 
back from their holidays, perliaps refreshed physically, 
but manifestly having deteriorated to some extent hi 
their spiritual life. I venture to say that it takes even 
an evangelical: biblical, congregation sometimes months 
to recover from the spiritual dissipation of the summer 
tifue. ,Sometimes it 'is well on toward Christmas before 
people seem to ,get, back to the bearing of their burden. 

Be careful what you do when you sit in the tent door 
in the heat of the day. JJe careful of the occupation of 
YOU:T mind. Do not let it wander too far. Have regard 
to your thol,lghts, to the subject of meditation, while you 
sit in the tent door. " 
, Please observe that whi1.e Abraham WQ.8 thu8 employed~ 
the Lord appeared to him, as ,though He would say: 
".A!braham, it is a hot day; and you are very tired, but, 
I cannot allow Myself to be e~c1uded from your medita­
tion. II have come to talk,to you for a little while, ,even 
on a hot day." . , 

There are people you do not want to see on a hot day. 
Is, not tbat true? I ',have :po doubt but tbat some of' you 
ladie~ when you have, been busy 8:bout your necessary 
household duties, though perhaps you have not exactly' 
put .it into words, ~ave said to yourselves:: "I hope 
nobodY will call to-day." And, you were wise in that 
attitude. I called on somebody ·on: Friday; down by the' 
1a1..t,eside. An~ f said, '''Do, J!.ot w~rry" 'we ,are not goin'g 
to stay.> We just looked in." ,"Oh", they said, "but you 
must stay." Their hospitality ~as boundless. They said 
to us, "How many' visitors do you ,suppose we had last 
Sunday? Si~teen'!" I di~ not' say it to them; but 'r 
said, to t;Dyself:, "Your visi~gi-~ 6ugbt to baye been 
thrashed.;' , What,aIJ. impQsit,ion u:PQ~ 'people ~l;io aJ,'e tI1.7 
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, 
'ing ,to find a little rest. Our hospitable friends did not, tween them. They were all alike to him; but they wer~" 
cOPlplain: they seemed to have been glad' to have visi- not all alike. There was One accompanied ,by two "8~r­
tors. But it is not always so. In some circumst~nces.' vants from another world. Abraham did not know it; 
you don't want to receive strangers. I hazard the opinion ,but he saw t~em, and in a very ordinary, commonplace, 
that there are some of you who, under certain circum- way, offered them such' hospitality as' ,ne ,was' able to 
stances, would rather ,see almost anyone ~lEie than the . show. "When he saw them, he ran to meet..them from .' 
Pastor, unless he sent word in advance that he was com- the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground~!' . 
ing. You know'there are people 'you do not want to see. There were three, but there was One Who was' different .• 
-I was going on a vacation years ago '~nd someone play- Abraham did not· know Him by name,' but 'as II;-'matter '.' 

'fully said to me:' "Goodbye, Pastor! .. Go. away and be of courtesy only be bowed before Him,' and 'called hUn; 
-wicked." I said, "What!" "Well", he said, "do 'not be "My Lord". Rather an extraordinary thing '-that:.he 
too good." I· Siippose that inadvertently, unconsciously, should have addressed one, and not three! .·Bu.t instinct'­
he expressed 'a' principle there that we need to guard ively he knew that One differed from the other '.two .. And' 
against. . In periods of relaxation; when sitting in the he said: "My Lord, if now I have found. favour, in' thy" 
·:tent door, let us be careful.' sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy seryallt:· let 

; But lo.T the Chri·stian there should be one Visitor Who a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash' your feet, 
. is always welcome. You do not leave the Lord I;\t home and rest yourselves ullder the tree:: and·1 'will-' fetch a 
when you go on vacation, do you? You have heard the 'morsel of bread, and cQmfort ye your hearts; after··that 
story of the little gir~ who at the end of a day's packing, ye shall, pass on: for therefore are ye come to' your ser­
before going to the seaside, when she had finished her van-t.· And they said, So do, as thou hast said:'" -"', 
evening prayers' added a little one of her own: "Good- Then .A!braham ran to tell his wife that they ,had visi-
bye, Lord, till'September!", . tors. "He hastened into the tent unto Sarah, 'arid said, 

There are some professing Christians who 'almost say, Make ready quickly three measures of fine .meal, knead 
"Good-bye" to their religion in the, summer time. But it, and make cakes Upon the hearth." , I suppose ·he· said 
observe, Abraham's God would not allow Himself to he to Sarah:" !'You make the cakes while I run and get· a 
thus dismissed, even 'in the heat of the day, for He ap- calf dressed, and we shall have it all ready. shortly." 
peared to Abraham at jUst such a time. I think it is 'Very soon all the attendants were busy making ,ready 
very likely that Abraham was thinking ,of Him then. We for the entertainment of these guests.on a hot day in the' 
have a saying-it is almost proverbial, that if you speak summer time. . . ,--
'of' angels you are likely to hear the rustling of their The New Testament enjoins us to .exercise the grace 
wings. You have heard some friend playfully, remark of hospitality, using this incident to illustrate its profit~ 
'upon that when you suddenly, unexpectedly, appeared: .ablehess. We do well to exercise hospitality when we can, 
~'Why, how remarkable! I was Just 'speaking about you." and I remind you that very often if we show our. religion 

. What telepathic influences may pl~y one upon an~ther to' in the .common things, in doing the ordinary. tasks of. life 
make. that so generally true I a~not prepared to say. as. they ought to be done, as Christians, we shall find' a 

: But· let me tell you this, that whenever we think of the .very special and peculiar blessing. 
Lord, He is not far away. It was while the disciples I am glad we have not'~o be in church all·the time to 
talked about Jesus that He, Himself, drew near. -If our, learn. Some of the best lessons of life are to be lear.ned 
hour~ of quiet and rest a,re spent in profitable m~ditation, by the wayside, some of them in the kitchen .. It is. not 
it.,is very probable we shall have Ii Visitor. recorded that Sarah raised any objection. . It wou,id '.not 

The Lord appeared to Abraham, and I would remind have been surprising, as the burden of it rested upon.her,' 
you that He came anonymously. Abraham did not know' if she had said, "Oh, Abraham! Three visitors' on a hot '. 
who He was. This is the case to'which the New Testa- 'day like this! Did you ask them to stay? Why did you·: 
ment r:efers when it speaks of people's entertaining angels ' n9t just nod and let them pass on. Whatever do you 
unawares. '., mean by asking three 'people to dinner on a hot day?" 

Now Abraham was, first of all, unaware of the identity :1 knew a man Who once said to me, "I do not know' how 
of his Visitor. The Lord often comes to His people you do it. You seem ,somehow to be always ready ~t 
anonymously. When' He drew near to the two disciples -your ,house. I have heard you ask people to go' home 
on the Emmaus road and talked with them, they actually with you, and I knew that your wife did not know they 
said to Him: "Art .thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, were coming. Now, I have the'finest home in the world, 
and hast not known. the things which are come to pass and the finest wife in.the·world, but I alWaYS have·t9 give 
there in these days ?"The Stranger said : ,~'What things?" notice before I invite anyone. ,She is so partic1,llar that 
They said, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,' which was a she will not have anyone until"she can get out her best 
prophet mIghty in deed and word before God and all the china and silver, and all the ,rest of .it, and all must ,be 
people." The Lord does not co~e with' a blast of trum- polished up for the occasion.' I would not dare say to 
pets. He does not send:a herald before 'Him to announce anyone, without notice to my wife, 'Come home with me 
His approach: often He <quietly steals upon us as to dinner'." Well, I knew his wife. She was, a fine lady, 
we sit in the tent door in the heat of the day. He comes I am sure. But he would have heard something from his 
to us in all situations, and it is important that we, who Sarah if he had invited three people hom~:;to lu~cheon. 
are Christians, should always be in such a frame of mind without notice. 
that we shall welcome His approach, that we shall be Sarah is noted for her' faith as well as Abraham.·There 
able to respond to His appeal. . . ,was a beautiful co-operation between these two. What 

Now let me give you a very homely picture. I know Abraham wanted Sarah· wanted, and'\vhat Sarah wanted 
it is commonplace, but it ~s exactly lik~ what might hap- .A!braham w~nted, most of the tillle~ They .may 'l1a:ve bad 
pen with you or me, if we were similarly conditioned. differing tastes occasi.onally, or a little stronger fa~th at 
There came these strangers, three men, who stood by. sometimes than others. But in the ma~n, they :were 
Three of them. ~braham was unwble to distinguish' be- agr~ed. Now it ~s a ~reat blessing. ~«:> h~ve, a .~.it ~(~ep.,:-
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uiQe relig~on at. home, and to let it manifest itself in 
these prosy, commonplaces, of life. 

III. 
Let us now see what came of it. Let us see WHAT 

ISSUED FROM ABRAHAM'S BEHAVIOUR, AND THAT OF SARAH, 
ON ,A HOT, DAY., This was the Angel of the Covenant, 

~ a~ Old'Testament appearance of the Lord of glory. The 
Jews"said to Jesus: "Thou art not yet fifty years' old, 
and hast thou seen Abraham?" And Jesus said: "Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 
and :was glad." "Hast.,Thou seen Abraham?" He could 
have answered, "Oh, yes; I have seen him many times, 
and, one never-to-be-forgotten day I called on him on a 
hot day, and I found him sitting at the tent door, and 
he received Me, and.ihere were ,two angels with Me." 
• Somehow Abraham divined Who He was. And do you 
know what He said? In effect He said: "Abraham, you 
remember the promise I gave you a good while ago. That 
promise has not been fulfilled yet, but I have called in 
to, tell you that I have not forgotten it." Did anyone 
ever make a promise to 'you to do certain things, the ful­
filment of which was delayed? But one day that person 
called and said, "I have called to explain. I promised to 
do a certain· thing, and I, have not done it as yet, but I 
want you to know, I have not forgotten it. It is still 
before me." 

And so this Stranger from another' world said: "Abra­
ham is your wife here?'! "Yes." "Well, I want ·to talk 
to both' of you. I want to tell you that that promise I 
made to you a good while ago is going to be fulfilled." 
When Sarah heard it she laughed. He said: "What are 
you lau'ghing at?" "Oh", she said, "I did not laugh." 
"But you did. Do not laugh at My promises. I am not 
slack concerning My promise, as some men count slack­
ness. Do not suppose that I have forgotten, because I 
have kept you waiting for a while. I have been -trying 
you both, but it will be done:" 

My dear friends, it is a good thing to hear the promise 
over again on a hot day, is it not? Is there a: promise 
upon which you have been leaning? Perhaps it is the 
promise of salvation. I met someone the other day, not 
doubting,· certainly not unbelieving,' and yet sometimes 
asking a question.' She asked me about the believer's 
security. In effect s}le said, "I wish you would tell me 
over again. Of course, I believe it, but won't you plea,se 
repeat the promise over again?" 

Do you not 'need that sometimes when you feel your:­
self, to be so wretchedly undeserving of any kind of 
divine favour; and you are inclined to ask: "Can it be 
possible?" If so, sit still and meditate until the Lord 
comes and visits you, and He will repeat His promises 
to you. We need to hear the old texts repeated again 
and again. And do not I~ugh at what God says. May 
we be saved from the folly of ever supposing that God 
could fail at any poini to fulfi~ His promises. ' 

, IV. 

Observe now,A VERY IMPORTANT POINT. Lot was not 
there. He was away, separated from 'Abraham. Then 
'this Stranger said in effect: "Abraham, about Lot! 
Where is he?" "He is yonder toward ·Sodom." "And 
th~t is where I am going now. The cry of that city has 
come up,to heaven. It is a stench in the divine nostrils. 
I am going down to make a personal inve,~tigation, to 
see whether they have done altogether according to the 
cry of'- it,. and if not, I will know, so that every mouth 

may be stopped. Th~re shall not anyone be able to s,ay 
that they were not given a chance to repent. I am 
going to Sodom to see for Myself." 

The two angels went on, and the Lord Himself re­
mained, and Abraham stood 'before Him. Observe there­
fore that the greatest prayer of his life Abraham .I~arned 
to pray a~ he sat in the door of his tent in the heat of the 
day. He never would have prayed then for Lot if God 
had not come to him. He never would have found it 
in his heart to ask the great thing he asked if God had 
not revealed His plan to him. God said: "Abraham do 
you see that black cloud overhanging Sodom? The judg­
ment of God Is in that, and at My word it will fall. 
Lightnings will flash, and Sodom and all the cities of 
the plain will be destroyed." "But that is where Lot 
lives!" cried Abraham. "He has not been very good to 
me. He has not been very loyal to me, but I did the best 
I could for him. He saw to it that he looked after his 
oyvn interests, and he left me. After we built the altar 
Lot did .not agree with me, and he left me. But still I 
love him." , 

Can you pray for people who have not been very good 
to you? Can you pray for people who seem to deserve 
chastisement and even judgment? You remember Abra­
ham's prayer that Sodom might be spared for the sake 
of 'the righteous that might be therein. But there was 
not enough ,vicarious righteousness there to save Sodom. 
At last Abraham left off speaking: he presented his final 
petition, and then said, "I will leave it there." . 

Then the terrible story follows 'of how all that' had 
come up before God was proved to be true, and, the 
angels came to Lot and hurried him out of the City, say­
ing: "The Lord has sent us to destroy the city." When 
they were clear of the city the fire fell, and the cities of 
the plain b~came a burning fiery furnace. But the scrip­
ture says that "God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot 
out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew 
the cities in the which Lot dwelt." 

Thus ,because Abraham was thinking of God on' a hot 
day. he was inspired to pray, to pray for somebody's 
salvation, and Lot was saved becaus.e Abraham prayed. 

The danger to-day is as great as it was then. 
The devil is just as active. Sodom with all its 
perils is quite as real. What are we' doing in the 
summer ti~e? Do we still pray? Remember, will you, 
we still meet for prayer Tuesday, Thursday, and Satur­
day evenings. Let us, as individuals, and as, a church, 
throughout the summer, be ready always to rece"ive a 
Visitor, and the promise will be found to be just as true 
in August as in December: "Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them." Thank God, He does not need a vacation. He 
is never away 'from home: "If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you." 

Is there an unsaved man or woman here this morning? 
I remind you that Lot was saved in the summer time, 
and that judgment fell upon Sodom in the summer time. 
Let us all escape to the mountain,-there is but one­
even to the place called Calvary where there is'a fountain 
filled with blood. 

Let us pray: 
o Lord, we thank Thee that Thine ear is ever attentive to 

our cry. Help us' to, profit by our simple' meditation this 
morning. May our hearts be so attuned to Thee, and to 
Thy will that we may recognize Thine ,approach, and wel­
coine Thee at'Thy coming. We ask it in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Whole Bible Course LesIon Leaf 
Vol. 10 No.3 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR 

Lesson 36 Third Quarter , September 8tli, 1935 

. THE ENDURING MERCY OF GOD 
Lesson Text: Psalms 135 to 139. 
Golden Text: "The Lord will perfect that which coneerneth 

me: thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever: forsake not the 
works of thine own hands."-Psalm 138:8. 

Bible School Reading: Psalm 135:1-21. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS: Monday-Gen. 1:14-23; Tues­

day-Ex. 12:29-36; Wednesday-Deut. 8:11-20; Thursday­
Is. 14:1-11; Friday-Acts 7:51-60; Saturday-John 14:1-7. 

PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE 
In this J!salm we are 'exho~t~d to praise the Lord, certain 

reasons bemg mentioned for doing so. Servants of the Lord 
are specially urged to offer praise. . They . are the divine' 
representatives, have the more intimate kriowledge of God, 
and should therefore .be leaders in blessing His holy name. 
We' are enjoined·to praise Him because He is good. His 
holiness is beyond doubt (I. Pet. 1:10), and His goodness is 
manifest in the history of His people, in His attitude toward 
men in general, and in His kindness to His own in these 
days. We praise His name, further, because "it is pleasant" 
(v. 3). The n.ame of. the Lord is pleasant ~o all those who 
love Him, and they delight to hear it uttered. Another 
reason for praising God relates .to His choice of Israel for 
Himself. This nation was His peculiar' treasure (Ex. 19:5; 
Deut. 7:6-8), as the church is His people of great ·price (Matt. 
13:45,46). Note the love of 'God manifest in this choice, and 
the privilege of those thus chosen. God's greatness, mani­
fest in heaven and earth, is a further reason for praising 
Him. He is Creator and. Sustainer of the universe. Note 
the scientific. aspect of these statements. Examples of His 
power over men, and on behalf of His people, are then given 

. (vs. 8-12); after which the enduring nature of the Lord's 
name is mentioned. together with His favour toward His 
people, and the f~tility of idolatry in contrast with His wor­
ship. And the psalm closes with. another exhortation to 
praise the Lord (vs. 19-21). Note tll-e nature and blessed­
ness of true worship, also the many individual reasons we 
have for pr~ising God. Do we realize .in a practical manner 
the greatness and goodness of God? -

PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX· . 
This is. another psalm exhorting praise to God for His 

wQrks in nature, and on behalf of His people. It opens with 
a call to give thanks unto Him, "for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever". As in the former psalm, His 
goodness is manifest in His work·s. The latter part of the 
verse, repeated. in each subsequent verse, may have been 
used as a response by the people. It emphasizes a great 
truth. The mercy of God' is of an enduring nature,. and may 
be depended on. His supreme greatness is emphasized in 
the titles given Him: "God of goos", "Lord of lords"; and 
by the works which He has performed. He alone "doeth 
great wonders". He required no help from anyone. He 
made the heavens, the earth, and the heavenly lights (vs. 
5-9). The . more we know of nature, the greater is our 
appreciation of the wisdom which made and guides it. Every­
thing works in accordance with a preconceived divine plan, 
and is designed for the carrying out of God's eternal ·pur-

\ pose. The Lord's works on 'behalf of His people are then 
mentioned, beginning wi·th their deliverance from Egypt (vs. 
16-15), and thence through the wilderness journeys to tlieir 
settlement in· the pro.mised land (vs. 16-26). Israel had 
much for. which to thank God, and so has each person, but 
particularly each child of God. • Note .the manifestations of 
God, as Creator, Brovider, Protector, Deliverer, Leader, and 
Judge. Do we realize our utter dependence on God for tem­
poral and spiritual things? 

PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN 
, This psalm ·records 'the mourning of the captive ~sraelites 
in Babylon, together with a petition and prediction respe~t-

ing enemies. The sad condition of the captives is set forth' 
in their weeping at the remembrance of Zion, and the hang­
ing of their harps upon the willows (vs. 1, 2). They were 
exiles from the land of their fathers, .and we can understand 
their sorrow at being wrenched away from it, even tnough 
such was due to disobedience unto God (II. Kings 23:26, 27). 
They were suffering the chastisement of God, and. no .chas- . 
tisement is pleasant, although afterwards it yields. fruit (Heb.· 
12:11): So it proved in Israel's case, .for while it did not·., 
make them perfect, it yet cured them of idolatry, and brought 
them back to the worship of the one true God. To aggravate 
their sufferings. their capto~ urged them to sing "one of 
the songs of Zion," but they' were not able to do so in the 
land of the stranger. Nor can the backslider sing with 
spirit the songs of spiritual Zion. He is out of touch with. 
the city of his new birth, and can find no happiness in his 
exile. The Israelite could not forget Jerusalem. He loved 
it, thought about it, and longed to be in it. It would be 

. well if the Lord's people of the present day loved Him, and 
all pertaining to Him,' with equal warmth and devotion. A 
twofold petition, including a prediction, .concludes the psalm. 
The Edomites, 'although related by blood to the Israelites 
(Gen. 36:9); were among their most bitter enemies, and 
receive condemnation for their attitude (Obad 10:16), which 
was subsequently carried out. The Babylonians also received 
'punishment,for their iniquities, being overthroWn by the Per­
sians (Dan. 5:30, 31). No one can do evil and expect good 
to follow. We receive what we give. Note the danger of 
spirituaJ exile, of being set aside by God (I. Cor. 9:27). Are 
we living in touch with God, and in the full enjoyment of 
His salvation? 

PSALM ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY -EIGHT .: 

In this psalm the psalmist D'lvid praises God for His lov­
iDJzkindness and. His truth. 'He intimates that his praise 
will be wholehearted. This is the .only form worthy of offer­
ing to the Lord. His sincerity is manifest in his purpose 
to put God first, and worship toward His holy temple .. He 
refers then to the reason for his praise, to the fact of an­
swered prayer, to the result of his testimony, to the Lord's 
respect for the lowly, and His disapproval of the proud: and 
closes with a note of confidence respecting future actions of 
God respecting himself (vs. 1-8). Note the greatness, loving­
kindness. justice, faithfulness, and condescension of God; also 
the confidence and devotion of the psalmist. Do we truly 
represent the Lord with our praiseful' spirit? 

PSALM ONE HlJ,NDRED AND THIRTY-NINE 

In this, David magnifies the omniscience, omnipresence, and 
omnipotence. of God; and professes devotion to Him. In 
relation to His omniscience, the psalmist confesses that the 
Lord knows all '_bout him, and is acquainted with· every 
word and action of his. (vs. 1-6). Such knowledge was too 
wonderful for him. and entirely beyond his attainment. Note 
the consequence of this, in His exact" knowled~e of the inner, 
as well as, outer life of each one, with the future judgment 
relating to it (Matt. 12 :36, 37); and the warning Bnd incen­
tive to careful and holy living contained therein. The divine 
omnipotence is next emphasized in· the fact that man cannot 
get away from 'God, mention beinp; marle of the extremes 
of place, space, and time (vs. 7-12) .. We cannot get away 
from ·God. Note how some have' tried, like Jonah (Jon. 1:3). 
The Lord is present everywhere. Observe the necessity for 
care in living, when we are alone. ail when we are with 
others. Encouragement may also be derived therefrom in 
that God is everYwhere to .help us. . 

The· Lord's omnipotence, combined with His omniscience, is 
then mentioned in rellltion to man, the hill,"hest of God's 
creatures (vs. 13-16). He has been fearfully and wonder­
fully marle. We take our bodies for/granted,. but we need 
onl.y think for a moment, to become convinced of the power 

. and wisrlom of 'God evident in the making of these pieces of 
clay. Think of the many parts within each one, and the 
manner in which they function. so smoothly. so efficiently, 
and so clearly, in accordance with design. Only our'omnipo­
·tent God is a sufficient cause for these thinJrs, and we lift 
up our hearts in thanksgiving to Him for them. A testi-

. mony to"God's goodness, and an expr.ession of devotion, close 
the psalm. Note the zeal of the psalmist for his God, and 
his union with Him in outlook; also his deep experience of 
the presence and blessing of the Lord. Do we see God in 
all the affairs of life, and act in accordance therewith? 
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The Significance of Professor ·L. H. Marshall's Return to 
'. . . McMaster: University, 

, . 
The third page of The Ca~ian Baptist for August 

the' eighth carried t?e following, announcement: I 

:rrofessor of Theology Appointed' 
"The Seriate and, Board of Governor~ of McMaster 

, University 'are pleased to aIlDounce the' accepta;nce by' 
, . ,Rev.L. H. 'Marshall, B.A., B.D., of Leicester,England, 

,of the appo~tment to the chair of Christian Tlieology, 
recently tendered to him by the Senate, and which was 

'.' . made vacant in April last ·by the' death of Prof. A. L.· 
McCrimmon, M.A., LL.D. Mr. Marshall is admirably 

, ',r equipped' for' the task to which he comes.' During his, 
former conll-ection 'with the Faculty of. Theology (1925- '. 
1,930), firs~ in the Chair of. ~actical. Theology and 
latterly as::Professor of New Testament, Interpretation, 
h~ .gav,e ample proof of his rare gifts as a teacher and 
his 'effectiveness as a preacher. Coming as a pastor of 
long practi~al experience, a thorough scholar, a warm 
evangelical,' he will maintain the high traditions asso­
ciated with the chair of Christian Theology in McMaster, 
University. The governing bodies· of the U~iversity de­
sire to express their satisfaction' that such a distinguished 
Christian scholar and devout expositor of the Gospel 
returns to the Faculty' of Theology. 

"Prof. Marshall will assume his duties in January, 
19~~, at the ,opening of the second term of the coming 
seSSIon. 

'!, (Signed) ALBERT MATTHEWS, Chairman. 
HOWARD P. WHIDDEN, Chancellor~ 
JOHN MACNEILL, Principal." . 

We shall not discuss this matter at length in this issue, 
but some time. in September we shall issue a large edition 
of this paper which will discuss this question' in all its 
bearings. In the meantime we have this to' say: We 
have known now for years that there was in the Baptist 
Conventi(;)D of Ontario and Quebec, a group of men who, 
to use ,the mildest term possible, were out-and-out Mod~ 
ernists .. The leader of:this group seldom appears in pub~, 
Iic but is a yi.cious and venomous enemy of the gospel of 
the, grace of: God. We shall have much to say of the 
poisonous influence of this man upon the life of the Bap-
tist Denomina~ion. . 

We never doubted th~t Professor Marshall was brought 
here with a full knowledge of wha,t he believed, and 
would teach. He was brought to McMaster University 
because it was known he was a pronounced Modernist. 
We do not mean to say that all who approved his coming 

. cou,ld,be put in that category. Among them, there were 
',many who wer.e uninformed, and who had such confidence 
':~in ,the denominational leaders that they supposed they 

<;.ould do no wrorig. But the sini~ter manipulator of the 
whole matter knew, and so did those who were closest 
to him., . 

We called attention to Mr. Marshall's theological posi­
tion before his arrival, only to ,be denounced in the most 
vigorous terms as a trouble-maker; After Professor Mar-I 
shall's arrival in McMaster nearly·'all \ranks endeavoured 
to justify his appointment, and to. prove that he was in 
harmony with the doctrines set out in the Trust Deed 
of McMaster University. The controversy lasted for four 
or five years. During that time the Denomination was 
afford~d opportunity to learn just what' Mr. Marshall 
believed; and i,t w~s proved up to the hilt that there is ' 
scarcely one prinCi'ple 'of the Trust Deed of McMaster 
that is not violated by his teaching. "', 

Then Prof.essor 'Marshall left s'uddenly, returning t6 
Leicester, in England. We never doubted tliat the group 
that had used 'him for their purpose, 80 far as their own 
I 'l . • • 

pel's~nal ~iews were c~ncerned," would gladly hav~ 
retamed hIm. But Professor Marshall had' become un­
acceptabl<;l to a very large number 'Qf the ,churches of the 
Convention of Ontario and Quebec. "McMaster University 
had just' moved, or was just moying, ~o Hamilton; and 
they had not yet had opportunity of demonstrating their 
independence, of the Convention: Professor Marshall 
therefore was allowed to retire. Of course, we know the 
McMaster "au,thorities" will deny this, but we know also 
that they will deny almost anything if it, will further 
their purpose, and if thez:e is hOP<;l of persuading the 
people. to accept their den,ial. ' . 

What are the i~cts? rhe thing 'has happened which 
we predicted long ago. McMaster University has almost 
choked the Baptist Denomination~r perhaps it would 
be a better figure to'say it .has starved it. It has 'bled 
it white; by its intensive campaign for funds to put up 
the buildings in Hamilton, and to estaiblish its going, it 
pree':Ilpted the monetar:y resources of the Convention, and 
left the various Mission. interests starving. The new 
location has ,attracted to McMaster, naturally, gre.at nu~-', 
bers of students from Hamilton and surrounding places, 
who find it cheaper to attend McMaster than ·to come to 
Toronto University. In this way; McMaster University 
has been made a paying concern. But Home Missions 
'and Foreign Missions, and the other interests of the Con­
vention of Ontario and' Quebec, have 'had to suffer 'cor­
respondingly. 

The vote of the ·Ottawa Convention in 1919, and again 
of t~e London Conven~ion in 1924, constitute convincing 
proof that there was at least up to 1924 a great body 
of people in. ;the Ontario Convention that still believed 
in the Book. We have little doubt that'there are thou~ 
sands of Baptist church membefs in the Old Convention' 
still, who· having been born again of the Spirit of God, 
and led to put ,their trust in the. aton~ng Sacrifice, who 
having put the Bible to. the proof in hundreds of in- , 
stances as the' inspired and infallible Word of God, can 
have, no sympathy with Professor Ma~shall's ·theological 
positiQn. . ' 
, We are aware that· the students of Professor I. G.: 
Matthews, and other classes that came under the influence 
of Professor Marshall, ·as well as those, who bave been 
influenced by Professor Roy Benson and Professor Harry 
MacNeill, and others, are the enemies of, 'or.' are con­
,temptuous of, Evangelical. Christianity-and, of course, 
will be in full sympathy with the announced.'policy of 
McMaster University. It is our purpose to pu~ in the 
hands of the thousands of Baptists who do not ·know 
what ProfessQr Marshall believes, statements taken from 
his own lips of which there can be no doubt whatever. 

B\lt we must not allow ourselves to be led ihto a fur­
th~r discussion of the matter at this point. The purpose 
of this article is twofold. First, to announce that- we 
intend to publish during the month of September"""":we 
do not say what particular week~ but of that d'ue notice 
will be given.....--the strongest, the most ,irrefutable, proof 
of ¥cMaster's apostasy that we have ever yet published. 
All issues of THE GOSPEL WITNESS which, have gone be­
fore :will ,be mild ',in comparison with it', "Thou hast 
'givel,l' ~ banner to -them that fear thee, that. it may be 
displ~yed because of the truth." We ar~ resolved to dis~ 

I 
'j 
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play it, We propose''to leave,the members of the churches 
which comprise the Baptist ',Convention of Ontario and 
Quebec without any' excuse" before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, if ,.they longer support that Convention and Mc-
Ma,st~r University. ' 
, It would pay' the Convention a hundred times over: to 

expel McMaster University;::and to,'throw overboard thl'! 
~clVIaster endowment that 'goes with it .• We intend to 
leave 'no stone unturned to 'advise all members of the 
churches of the Ontario and Quebec Conv,ention of the 
true fae,ts of the case. '. 

The second purpose we have in view in publishing this 
ah~ouncement is this: If it be admitted, for the sake of 
argument, that many' who ·supported the McMa1'!ter 
authQrities after Professor 'Marshall had been .appointed, 
and still others who, after his, settlement in McMaster, 
acquiesced in his continuance, did so ,because of the diffi­
culty of effect'il\g his removal" perpaps some' allowance 
might be made for all such on the' ground of expediency. 
It might be said tbat ,they took that attitude tow~rd 
Professor Marshall's appoiniment as the wisest way of 
making the best of a bad job; and further, that perhaps 
they were; in the beginning at least, bu"t, imperfectly 
informed res'pectiJ;lg Mr. Marshall's views. But surely 
every Baptist knew where Professor Marshall stood' be­
fore ,he left. McMaster? We know' positivelY,' that· wheJ;l 
be left great numbers of Baptists throughout the Con­
~~ntioiJ.,heaved a sigh' of r,eli~f, ~nd hoped that the letting 
out of Professor. Marshall indicated that the Governors 
intended,' without ackilOWledgment of error, graduaily to 

. bring the institution back. into closer relation to the posi;. 
tion occupied by' the' churches; , 
. Of course, we kne:w better t1i.~n that. We riever f,or a, 
inoment believed there was any change of heart ori, the 
part 'of the McMaster' Governors.' The contil!-uance of 
Profes.!lOJ" Roy :a.enson, a.nd the appointme)J.t of Professor 
Harry MacNeill, taken, together, 'we.re proof positive ·that 
McMaSter' had no inten,tion of turning back· from' its, 
Modernistic course. For'these two professors named are 
more pronounced than Professor M~rshall ever was. But_ 
their position was not generally known, and is not gen­
erally known now. Therefore great numbers,of Evangel­
ical Baptists, we repeat, to our certain' personal knowl­
edge, were delight~d at :Professor MarshaIi'~ departure 

,to: England. ' , 
What now is the situation? With' the most perfect 

itnderstand~ng Of. J»ro;fessor . ~arshaIl'~ , !int~-evaJ.lge~i~1 
position, (his desigl\ation in the 'ann~unceJ;IleJ.lt Qf his 
acceptance as "a warm evangelical" is qtterly un~rue); 
knowing that, implicitly, or explicitly" he denies nearly 

·every doctrinal princip'le set out in the Trust Deed of 
McMaster University, he has been 'recalled ,to McMaster: . 
He has accepted the appointment; and the announcement 

- of his return is made in the official Baptist organ over 
the signatures of' Albert Matthews, Chairman of the 
Board of Governors; H. P. Whidden, Chancellor of the 
University;, and John" Ma<;Neill, Principal o~ ,the, Theo­
logical Departmerit. Thus t~e, :t;>enominatjon is i!lform~c;l 
that McMaster University will have none of the old­
fashioned theology; but unblushingly announces, by im­
plication, its' dete~minatiori to continue along the Modern­
istic road' which, if there by any logic left in them, must 
lead them to Unitarianism, which is only the half-way 
house to agnosticism-and worse. " 

But tell your friends about the issue of THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS that is coming in September: Tell them it will" 
be more interesting th8:n, ~!lY issue they eve~ ~ead. Tell 

" 

them a larg~ edition will be published;' so that there will 
be enough copies to supply every. ,. me1I\per of the . 
churches of the:Ontario and Que~ec;;Convention with a' 
copy if they want one. We shall do our full duty in this 
matter. ,We shall take no one ,by surorise. We shall. 
announce' one, ,or :perhaps two weeks, iIi advance the date 
of the sp,ecial is,sue. _. 

A WORP TO ALL OUR !;!EMINARY FRIENDS 
Toronto B~ptist Seminary will open for the next' seasoiYs 

work; Friday, Sep~mbel' 13th'. This will be registration day 
for new students. Lectures will begin Tuesday morning, 
September 17th. It is expected that all first-year' students 
will enroll September 13th; they will Pl\Obably need the Satur­
day and Monday to find quarters, and get themselves gener­
ally oriented, and ready for work .. We are anticipating a 
great year. ' 

To AU Contributors to the Jubilee Seminary Fund 
'At this writing the Jubilee Fund amounts to $7,960.00. 

Included in this amount are some unpaid pledges--some from 
churches, and. some from indivjduals. We are exceedingly 
anxious to b~ 31ble to begin our Seminary Year without any 
deficit. Therefore, if possible, will all those who have promis­
ed money to the Seminary, please send it at once, so that 
we may be' able to 'announce at our Convocat~on,' September. 
19th, that' we begin' the, Seminary Year without debt. In 
order to do this 'we shall need more than $:)..,500,00 in new 
money-that is, money of which we 'lmow nothing just now; 
and 'which has not been pledged. Will not all our .friends. 

, who read th~s, send us some contribution? ·Even if 'you have 
already given, perhaps you can send an additional $5;00, or 
$1!).00, or $25;00,' or even $50.00. ' If you cannot possibly 
send any of these' amounts, send .$2.00, or even $1.00. If 
every friend of the Seminary' will do his or her best, we are. 
. sure we shall be able to· announce a clean sheet September 
19th. 

SUNDAY IN JARVIS STREET 
., Sunday. seemed-whatever the ~tual temperature' wa,s-­
to be one of the hottest days of an unusually hot summer. ' 
In many years we have not lmown so many of .our Jarvis 
Street people to be out-of-town. Reading of the tens of 
thousands at the beaches, and of other. tens of thousands out­
of-town in their motor-cars, and still 9thers away at summer 
resorts, it seemed surprising to f\nd anybody in church. And 
with the hundreds of childnm away at C!l-1l1ps and else~here, 
it seemed still more surprilling to filld childI"eJl at Sunday 
SCn901. 0:( {:ourse, w.e lmow we ought not to assume the 
subordination- of the spiritual to the physical, but alas! alas! 
what ,even apparently earnest Christians will do when the 
thermometer ,gets above the ninetie!l! . 

Our Sunday School was terribly down. Notwithstanding 
such a temperature, there were exactly seven hundred in the 
morning school. There was a splendid morning congregation, 
when the Pastor preached the sermon appearing in this issue. 
Malting ,our way alon~ the blistering streets Sunday evening, 
we could not help asking, after the manner of men, Shall we 
have anybody in church at all? But again there :was a 
magnificent congregation, when the Pastor spoke for the 
third time--.-the morning Bible class, the morning sermon, 
and the sermon at the evening service. At nine o'clock we 
began our open air service on the church grounds, and the 
Pastor preached again to a great throng. The presence of 
the Lord was with us at all the services, and we are sure 
abiding good was accomplished. The outdoor ,service was 
concluded about quarter past ten. ' 

We love the summertime, with the opportunities its brings, 
but because we are "weak through the flesh", we confess we 
are eagerly anticipating a little cooler weather-weather that 
will permit one at least to think without being plunged in a 
Turkish bath. 0 lady of the snows! Where was your snow 
during July and August? : • 

To Jarvis Street Mem·bers Away From Home' We Send 
This Message: Hurry home as qUickly as you can. Those., 
of ,us who ·have remained at home all summer, holding the 
fort, may be found just a trifle tl)inner-we are not even 
sure of that. But at all events, the flag ha.s been_ kept flying, , 
and through the summer thousands have heard' the word of 
,God. We hope those who have been away from home, will, 
return refreshed in soul, as well as in body and mind, and 
ready fo,! a most su:enuous Fall and Winter's work. 
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WHAT OTHERS SAy'ABOUT "OTHE,R LITTLE SHIPS',' 
" 

From THE WITNESS, London, England, 
Rev. Henry Oakley, Editor 

Dr. Shields' Latest Book 

While we were away Dr. Shields kindly sent us' a copy of his 
new book, with a very honouring inscription in his own hand­
writing. There are fourteen sermons in the volume; seven are 
from the Old Testament and seven' are from the' New Testament, 
a proportion that discloses at once something of the preacher's 
mind. ' "All Scripture l ' is not a meaningless or out-worn phrase 
to him. The first sermon, "Other Little Ships", gives the titre 
to the book. 

I have read the sermons with the attention and experience of 
a, preacher. I once wrote "The homiletics of Dr. Shields are 
niiles apart from Mr. Spurgeon's". A minister soon after said 
to me: "I think you are wrong in that,"" and I straightway said, 
"I think myself it was a mistake which I discovered almost be­
fore the words were in print." Now after reading these sermons 
righ't through almost at a sitting, I am sure I was wrong. ,Dr. 
Shields handles a text in his own way, but it is. certainly in a 
way that was Mr. Spurgeon's. 

These sermons are the sermons of a great preacher. Interest­
ing, clever; instructive, pleasing preachers we have in abundance, 
but the truly great, preacher is terribly scarce to-day. Possibly 
the first figure would give the number of such in Great Britain. 
Great preachers differ, of course, in their greatness. There was 
the greatn'llss of Mr. Spurgeon, and the greatness of Dr. Mac­
Laren, and the greatness of Canon Liddon and Dr. Parker. "One 
star differeth from another star in glory". Dr. Shields has a 
greatness after his ,own order, but greatness it surely is. Select 

, anyone of these sermons. Take the one at which the book falls 
open, "The Swelling of Jordan"-a subject at which most preach­
ers stagger a, little. ' But here Dr. Shields is in full stride. He 
seizes the principle of the text and applies it in the most masterly 
way-the philosopher, the theologian, the evangelist, the orator, 
all appear in him in this sermon. There is no other word in our 
language that can describe this sermon except the word "great"." 

The seriptoralness of the sermons is one of their' marked 
features. It,is remarkable how scriptural they are without being 
exegetical in the way Bishop Westcott and Dr. MacLaren were 
exegetical. Some of these sermons Dr. MacLaren could never 
have preached, and yet even Dr. MacLaren was not more scrip-

. tural. It is one of the charms 'of the sermons that, they offer 
, you the' finest of the wheat without dissecting the kernels. 

Sermon number eight, "How to be hospitable to the Truth", is an 
example of this. Scriptural it is in every part, but in no way 
exegetical in -the' way cif the exegete.' , 

The spontaneousness of the discourses is a rare delight. When 
you read the work of a preacher-like Dr. J. H. Jowett, for 
example, however much you take pleasure In the perfection. of 
his phrasing, you cannot rid yourself of the smell of the mid­
night oil. There is somehow the reminder of the old hand pump 
and not of the easy rush and flow of the spring on the hillside. 

/ 
It is perfect ease and naturalness that is characteristic of Dr. 
Shields' work. The sermons are like the. flow, of a mountain 
rilfer that has reached the valley, in which there is no sugges-
tion of toil; or the faintest hint of exertion,. or of exhau,stion. 
It just flows and gives you the impression that it could flow 

I . 
for ever and know no weariness. The' ~atest matters of life 
are" presented and discussed with perfect ease. Take the sermon 
on '!'The Culture of the Soul", on page 209. It is a profound 
philol!ophical discourse, but its sunny ease has a charm like the 
singing of birds. 

Another of the delights of the volume for me is the illustra­
tions. They are culled from everywhere, but chiefll from the 
preacher's ,own experience, and for me these are Illustrations 
that tell as well as illustrate. You may read through the whole 
thirty-two volumes of Dr. MacLaren's sermons and n'llver know 
that he was a man among men and so it is in the sermons of 
Dean Church. They kept an unchanging severity of imperson­
ality. In the biography of Dr. MacLaren' there is a passage ip 

,which he defends this, but I believe his great sermons lost much 
of "the human touch" just 'becaus,e they were so severely im­
personal. I do not think there need be any sacriftce of literary 
grace and ideal in Wisely and carefully using our experience in 
illustration of truth, Dr. Alexander Whyte was "a prince among 
preachers who had given tireless attl!ntion to style and he achiev­
ed great perfection as a stylist;' yet' he never excluded illustra­
tions from his life and doings. Penon ally I think some of the 
most telling passages in these serm'ons and passages that will 
longel!t linger in the memory and life of the readers are the 
stories from the Doctor's rich and varied experience. Here is 
one from the 'first sermon, "Other Little Ships":-

"I heard Professor George Jackson deliver an 'address before 
the Toronto Ministerial Association. The subject was, I think, 
'John Morley, the Priest of the Outer Court'. He extolled John 
Morley, the biographer of G1adstone,-he described his blameless 
character, his wonderfully serviceable life, his """amiable disposi­
tion and .held him up as a kind of sUJ?erman; being careful to 
point out that in the production· of thIS character religlion had 
no part; for John Morley was an,agnostic. I happ~ned to walk 
up the street with Dr. Jackson after the meeting and I said, 
'Doctor, has it ever occurred to you that ,Morley:ilim never yet 
produced a John Morley, that you can'not find a John Morley 
when Christ is n,ot preached and His' principles unknown? All 
the influences that made him what he was had their origin in 
the very religion which he refused to acknowledge.' 'There were 
also with him other little ships'; and everything that iii good 
in' what we call our civilization is there because Jesus sails the 
seas." . ' 

You cannot turn many pages in this attractive book 'without 
reaching some aptly quoted verse"of a hymn-not a strained pas­
sage from a modern poet the meaning of which is difllcult to 
catch, but a verse where the meaning stands at the front door . 
Ag&in'I let the book fall open and within three pages is this verse. 

His'honour is engafled to save 
The meanest of His sheep; 

All that His Heavenly Father gave .. 
His hands securely keep. 

The general preaching iif'to-day refuses such quotations, but 
the general preaching of to-day is without power and I rather 
think Dr. Shields can teach UB how to get the power back again. 
But natural and easy quotation need~ great ability. How much 
I have coveted' and do covet it, but it seems not for me, admire ' 
it and covet it as I do. . 

, , 

I must stop although I would have liked to write upon the 
originality, the boldness and the splendid evangelicalness· of 
these sermons. 
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