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"THE LORD SAT AS lUNG AT.'~'HE FLOOD" 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sun~ay Evening, March 4th, 1934 

(Stenographically Reported) 

over CFRB 690 k.c., as is every Sunday evening service of Jarvis Street Church, from 7 to 8.30' o'cIoek, 
, Eastern Standard Time. 

"The Lord sat as King at the Flood; yea, the Lord sitteth King for ever."-Psalm 29:10. 

The revised version has it, "The Lord sat as King at I. 
the Flood." This Psalm depicts the glory of the bow that Let us look at the text HISTORICALLY, first of all, that 
is in the cloud in the day of storm; when the winds rage, we may see something of its significance. What was the 
and the waters roar, and the thunilers peal, and light- Deluge? It was iniquity at the flood: self-will in re
nings cleave the sky. To the spiritually sensitive soul, belli on, the carnal mind-all the powers of darkness, 
all this is but the echo of the\,music of the voice of the principalities and powers, a confederacy of men and 
Lord. This Psalm, indeed, is a picture of a storm: devils; iniquity at its utmost; sin at its highest point; 

"Give unto the Lord, 0 ye mighty, give unto -the Lord wickedness at.the flood! And the Lord? "The Lord sat 
glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory du.e as King at the Flood." The throne of His holiness.·un
unto his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of hoh- shaken, liis sceptre unbroken, His power undiminished, 
ness. The voice of the Lord is upon the water:s: the God.' His honour untarnished, His glory unsullied: "King at 
of glory thundereth: the Lord is upon many waters. T~e the Flood"! A day of darkness and of judgment? Yes. 
voice of the Lord is powe.rful; the voice of the Lord IS A day when sin was punished, when God's power was 
full of majesty. The vOice· of the Lord breaketh the revealed, when His justice was vindicated. And then? 
cedars; yea, the Lord brea~eth. the cedars of "Lebanon. "The Lord sat as King at the Flood." But it was a ti;me 
He maketh them also to skip hke a cal~; Lebanon and . of Love~s manifestation too, a day when mercy was exer
Sirion like a young unicorn. The ,!olce of the Lord cised, when grace triumphed, a type and prophecy of the 
divideth the flames of fire. The vOice of t~e Lord whole programme of redemption: "Grace sat as King at 
shaketh the wilderness; the Lord shaketh the walderness the Flood." 
of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord ma!tet~ the hinds to The text means, then, in principle, that the Lord is 
calve, and discoveret~ the forests: and In ~IS temple doth equal to the emergency. It means that God never fails 
every one speak of hiS glory. The Lord sltteth upon the at the crisis. It means that when human and satanic 
flood; yea, the Lord sitte~h King for ever. T~e Lord powers have reached the acme, the utmost, of their ex
will give strength unto hiS people;. the Lord wall bless pression that over and above it all God sits as King . " " his people With peace. at the flood. What a great truth that is! How much 

If you have ever been at sea, or in the forest, or on we all have need of it. to-day! 
the mountain, in a time of storm, you will be able readily II 
to understand and to appreciate the picture sketched by . 
the pen of inspiration in this Psalm: "In his temple' Let· us make application of it in respe~t to THOSE 
everything saith, Glory." When the fountains of the FLOODS OF MORAL EVIL WHICH THREATEN TO ENGULF 
great deep are broken up, and the four winds are loosed, THE SOUL. How true it is, when a sense of guilt comes 
and the waters rage, and the thunders are heard, and the upon the soul, when iniquity within rises as a flood, and 
lightnings flash,-what follows after the storm? The when the' soul is all but in despair of deliverance, that 
llood. The translators of the revised version evidently even in that moment the Lord sits as King at the flood . 

. identified this verse with the Deluge; they Capitalize the Of course I know there have been times in the experience 
word, Flood: "The Lord sat", in that dark and dreadful of all of us when we had no consciousness of guilt at all, 
day, "as King at the Flood." when there seemed to be no prospect of a flood, when the 
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soul was very much like nature clad in her ermine robes 
of winter, when the man boasted of his goodness, and 
was proud of his own righteousness, when in his frigid 
soil I there was no response to the bright beams of the Sun 
of righteousness which shone upon him. 

As I came down to church this morning I said to my
self, Can it be possible that I am living in the same 
country as I was two weeks ago? There was water flow
ing everywhere, every evidence of flood. But there was 
none last week, and particularly two or three weeks ago. 
I looked at the bare trees and the frozen ground then 
and said, Will Spring ever come? But it is coming. Yes
terday I saw two boys down at the bottom of my garden. 
I went out on the veranda and said, 8What are you doing, 
boys?" "We are watching the flood", they said. "You 
have a junior Mississippi down here." I went down to 
see, and the water was flowing down from I do not know 
.how many of my neighbours' gardens, across my garden, 
into the garden south of me. There was in it every 
prospect of a flood on a larger scale. 

And it was not nice to look at, filled as it was with dirt 
and filth. One wonders where all the soot and dirt come 
from in the winter. When things begin to thaw, how 
filthy everything looks; when the immaculate snow of 
winter begins to dissolve into a flood, have you noticed 
the colour? 

And when the man who was so proud of himself at last 
comes under the direct beams of the Sun of grace, and 
his frigid nature is thawed out, and he is made aware of 
his guilt, it rises like a great flood that threatens to 
overwhelm him-it is another story then. Then as Mc-
Cheyne sings: . 

"When free grace awoke me, by light from on high, 
Then legal fears shook me, I trembled to die; 
No refuge, no safety, in self could I see; 
'Jehovah Tsidkenu' my Saviour must be." 

And He has so proved Himself to us. We found Him 
King at the flood. 

That is true in respect to the power of sin, too. When 
the iniquity of our heels, as the Psalmist has it, doth 
compass us about, when'sin' asserts its power, and claims 
the dominance over the life; when selfishness, and ambi
tion, and worldliness, and every element in 'human life 
that is alien to God;-when these, like a spring freshet, 
and like so many swollen u-ibutaries, pour their volume 
into the channel of the enfeebled will, and like a roaring 
flood have threatened to sweep us away from our con
fidence in Christ, from our allegiance to Him, from our 
place of service; and we were almost carried away, when 
our feet were almost gone, and our steps had well nigh 
slipped? What happened then ?-"Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through righteous
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." "The 
.Lord sat as King at the Flood." 

rrhe Lord does sit as King at the flood. "Yea, the Lord 
sitteth King for ever": in the hour of stress and tempta
tion when it seems as though the enemy has commanded 
all the imps of the pit, in agreement with the principle fol
lowed by the king of Syria; when he instructed all his bow
men to train their arrows, not upon small and great, but 
upon one man only, I have no doubt you have all felt as 
though the powers of darkness were concentrated upon 
you. The arrows of the wicked were flying thick and 
fast about you, and it seemed as though you were going 
to be overwhelmed with a flood of temptation and trial, 
with satanic power, until, like Jehoshaphat, in the midst 
of the surging m.ass you cried out, and immediately the 

Lord appeared as King at the flood. ' . When you had re
covered yourself, recovered your breath, so to speak, and 
you viewed that experience in a very brief perspective, 
you were able to understand the Psalmist when he said, 
"If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, now 
may Israel say; if it had not been the Lord who was on 
our side, when men rose up against us: then they had 
swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled 
against us: then the waters had overwhelmed us, the 
stream had gone over our soul: then the proud waters 
had gone over our soul." But because .the "Lora sat as 
King at the Flood" we were delivered. 

III. 
I doubt not that the principle applies also to THE CIR

CUMSTANCES OF LIFE. How untoward they are some
times, how contrary to all we conceive to be for the high
est interest of 'our soul! How it seems sometimes as 
though we must be, overwhelmed! There are people who 
hear me to-night who will say, Amen, to this sentiment. 
If anyone hali told you four years ago that you could 

, subsist on the meagre income which has been yours in 
the last two or three years, you would have said, "It is 
impossible. I should be swallowed up; there would be 
nothing; left of me in two or three years if that is all 
I am to get." There seemed no possibility of surviving. 
But you are here .. Why? Because the Lord sat King 
at the flood. Evermore it is true that "when the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a standard against him." We marvel sometimes at 
His power; but the strong man armed always meets his 
match in one Who is stronger than he. 

I do not know how many friends have said to me, 
"Shields, you ought to have died a hundred times." I know 
that. The enemies of the gospel have said that. They did 
their best to accomplish it. I remember not so very many 
years ago when it was freely said, "He cannot stand it 
physically; he will snap under it; he will die." Doubt
less that, would have been true; by all human reckoning 
I suppose it ought to have been true. We ought to have 
been more accommodating to some people! ,But it is not 
to the credit of this man, or of this church, that we still 
live. We ought to have been blotted out. But, Halle
lujah, "the Lord sat as King at the Flood." That is why 
we are here: He has proved Himself equal to every emer
gency we have ever had to face. 

Look at the ancient story of Israel's emergence from 
Egypt full of hope for better things. Then they hear 
the tramp of Pharaoh's horsemen behind them. They 
find themselves at last before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol 
and the sea, over against Baal-zephon. The utmost 
strength of the greatest military power in the'world be
hind a company of unarmed men, accompanied by thou
sands of women and children, with no physical defense at 
all; and immediately before them the waters of the sea
the flood barring their passage, challenging their faith, 
until, amazing miracle! the flood parts, a path is made, 
through the waters, and they cross the sea "dryshod", 
"which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned". 
When at length the great company stand on the other 
side, and the waves of the flood beat upon that farther 
shore, they bring to view scores, hundreds-thousands
of the dead bodies of their enemies: "And Israel saw the • 
Egyptians dead upon the sea shoz:e." All of them, with
out a single human stroke, had perished. Why? Be
cause "the Lord sat as King at the Flood." 

Another example of this principle, all the more effective 
because you know it so well, is provided in the narrative 
of the three servants of God who faced, not a flood. of 
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water, but a flood of fire. They were required to sur
render their faith, and to acknowledge somebody else in 
God's place. They said, "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burn
ing fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 
o king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O'king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up. We will go into the flood, and 
'we will trust God there." Nebuchadnezzar selected.cer
tain experts, unusually brave men, "he commanded the 

, most mighty mEm that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burn
ing fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their 
coats, their hosen, and their hats and their other gar
ments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. Therefore because the king's commandment was 
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of 
the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and' Abednego, fell down bound. into the midst of the' 
burning fiery furnace." By and by the great King Nebu
chadnezzar, from a distance looked in upon those fiery 
billows, and "was astonied, and rose up in haste, and 
spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three 
men bound into the midst of the fire? ... Lo" I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God." And, verily, it was He: "The Lord sat as King' 
at the Flood." 

You may not be called to such heroic, service as that. 
Then listen to another story from the Old Book. A poor 
woman has long endured the days of famine. She is like 
many people in this day of depression, and she says to her 
son in effect, "I think I can scrape together a little meal 
from the bottom of the barrel, and perhaps I can drain 
a little oil from the bottom of the cruse; we will make a 
cake with it and die." Even as they were gathering 
sticks to bake it, a stranger appeared. A beggar who 
had come to ask alms in the time of famine? Oh no! 
He said with a strange authority, to which she was un
accustomed, "Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in 
,thy hand." To which she answered, "As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in 
a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am 
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me 
and my son, that we may eat it, and die. We have reach-' 
ed the crisis, sir; we cannot subsist another week. This 
is the last morsel we have, and there is no prospect of re
plenishing our supply. I would gladly do it if I could, 
but I have reached the end." "But", said the stranger, 
"fear not, go and do as thou hast said: but make me 
thereof a 'little cake first, and bring it unto me, and 
after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, 

. neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." At the last 
moment-not merely at the hour, but at the moment of 
crisis, when the flood is at its height, behold, the Lord, 
the Master of all floods, appears and shows Himself to be 
King at the flood. 

Do you know anything about that? If you axe a 
Christian, you must. 

Perhaps you are like Peter, rather heroic was Peter. 
He had been a great preacher. He had had a brief 
but very great career. Now he is shut up in prison, 
with four quarterions of soldiers to keep' him. What 
compliments the enemy pays poor' preachers sometimes! 
They put him in the inner prison, and put two soldiers 

in his cell to guard him. He was ~haiIied to two soidiers, 
and door after door was shut upon him. Herod; 'be
cause he had pleased the Jews with one· crime, proposed 
to please them with another. 

How important are the little words of Scripture. 
Listen: "The 8ame night"-What night? The 'night 
before the morning when Herod was to bring Peter 
forth to the people and have his way, and show what 
a great man he was-"the same night' Peter was"
sitting awake greatly troubled, between two soldiers? 
No!-"the same night Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before 
the door kept the prison."· Could you sleep like that? 
I have heard of preachers who were rather afraid of 
the "spare" bed. Peter's was an even less comfortable 
spare bed, for he had two chains into the bargain-and 
two bed-fellows, soldiers to keep him company. Notwith· 
standing it all, he was enjoying a sound sleep on "the 
same night", while the tide was rising, before the mor
row, when Herod and Death as a flood were to come in. 
Will Herod triumph? No! for suddenly the light of heaven 
filled the prison, and the angel of the Lord appeared. The 
chains fell off, and the angel said, "Do not be, in a hurry, 
Peter. I am master here. Put on your sandals; get dressed. 
All ready? All right; follow me." He took him past the 
first and secQnli ward, to the iron gate that led unto the 
city, "which opened to them of his own accord: and they 
went out, and passed on through one street; and forth
with the angel departed from him." "The 8ame night" 
when Herod was so sure of his prey, when the flood came 
to take Peter away, "the Lord sat as King at the Flood." 
There was no Peter to be slain the next morning when 
Herod wakened up. That is the truth I bring to you 
this evening: our God is equal to every emergency .. 

IV. 
What about THE GRIEFS OF· LIFE, when sorrows are 

multiplied, when grief flows as a river, when anxiety of 
soul rolls in upon your spirit like a mighty flood? You 
say, "I' cannot endure it. I shall go down under it." 
So Jacob said: "It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath 
devoured him; Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces ... 
I will go ,down into the grave !Into my son mOlp:J;l~ng." 
But he survived. When many years have passed, famine 
comes. He sees his whole family reduced to the verge 
of starvation, until he sends them yonder to a far' coun
try, and they come back with sacks of corn---':but one 
more of the sons is missing. The corn is used up, and 
again Jacob says, "Go again, buy us a little food." 

Then Judah said, ','The man did solemnly protest unto 
us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother 
be with you." Poor Jacob! "Me have ye bereaved of 
my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and'~ ye 
will take Benjamin away: all these things are against 
me." Everything in life seemed to conspire against him . 
The flood came in upon his soul-and then, just then it 
was that Someone walked upon the 'engulfing waves, 

"He plants His footsteps in the sea 
And rides upon the storm," 

for, so far from all these things being against,' him, 
all' things were working together for his good;, and 
it was not very long after that experience that he had 
Simeon back, and Benjamin back-and Joseph as well. 
And before he died, Jacob was led to say, "The angpl 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads." He 
also had proved, "The Lord sat as King at the Flood." 

There was Naomi too,' another biblical character. 
When 'she returned to Bethlehem the people said, "Is this 
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Naomi?" "And Ih. said unto them, Call me not 
Naomi, that me~ns pleasant. Can me Mara: for the 
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out 
full, and the Lord hath brought me home again empty: 
why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testi
fied against me, and the Almighty hath affiicted me?" 
Her husband and her two sons were sepulchred in 
l\II~b's land, and only Ruth the Moabitess was with her. 
Only Ruth? Only Ruth? No! "The Lord sat as King 
at the Flood." Oh, the blessing that came to Naomi 
and to Ruth, and to all succeeding generations because, 
at the crisis hour of life,' our gracious God stretched 
forth His hand. 

v. 
All that being true, what about WORLD AFFAIRS? Is 

there any flood just now? Yes; surely flood enough in some 
respects. There are many people 'who are trying to bring 
in better times. It is none of my business what they 
do in the United States, but professional theorists are 
dangerous advisers, in. any sphere of life. Mere theor
ists, whetlier in the field of economics or of theology, or 
of anything else, are dangerous counsellors. _ Are they 
going to bring back prosperity by the NRA? I am not 
an economist, but I am sure the principle of the thing 
was death-stricken from its birth. I believe there is no 
possibility of success in it. The President's "Brain 
Trust" are like boys lighting a fire on the shores of a 
frozen lake and saying, "This is Spring." It is not. You 
cannot make spring by a bonfire. You cannot restore 
general prosperity by mechanical and artificial means, 
much less by destroying or limiting the production of 
the fruits of the earth. "Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights." Such gifts can never be obtained 
anywhere else. When He Who reigns above" even 
though He blesses us in the fields of nature, withholds 
His hand from interference in national affairs to save 
us from our folly, men and nations must decline. 

There was a time when I thought men who sat in 
high places had wisdom. I do not think so now. This 
Book tells of men in high places who had no wisdom to 
discern the signs of the times nor the cause of the nation's 
ills. Is the Lord defeated? Not at all. Will prosperity 
come? Yes; just as surely Spring will come.' How will 
it come? By the operation of laws which have their 
origin with God, and not in Washington, or Ottawa, or 
London. You cannot ignore the law of supply and de
mand, nor effect general prosperity in defiance of it. You 
may dam up the stream for a while; bankers and others 
may pile up their wealth and put it in cold storage, and 
then talk about "frozen assets"; but let me tell you the 
world's frozen assets will be thawed out one of these 
days-and I will tell you who will thaw them out. The 
power to liquidize them will come from above, not from 
below; either by the gradual operation of these laws, or 
by direct providential intervention. But as surely as 
the earth revolves in its orbit, and as surely as by and 
by the sun will directly pour his beams upon this frozen 
earth and make its strellms to run again, so will God 
visit His people. People will probably try to take credit 
for what God does-they always do-but when prosper
ity comes, the Lord will be found sitting King at the 
Uood. 

The present difficulties are not occasioned by the 
shortness of the supplies of nature. We have remarked 
upon that before. Where is the cUfficulty? There is one 

cause for it all: it is in the hearts of men,-human 
selfishness, human greed, human woridlinesi. 

What is largely responsible? The fact that the pul
pits of this country, of the United States, of England, 
of Germany, have taught men to doubt God, to deny the 
authority of His Word, until.there has come a general 
repudiation of authority everywhere. And, the fear of 
God being removed from men's eyes, men in business 
and other relationships of life, think they can serve the 
devil with impunitY'. But it is not so: they cannot. 
The hour of God's interference will come, and if in no 
other way, then God will let loose His fiood of judgment 
upon the earth. 

Some there are who would persuade us that war can be 
prevented by creating a public opinion against it. ~oth
ing can do away with war until the hearts of men are 
changed. Men cannot, by human means, correct these ills. 
There is one Power: there is no other. It is His preroga
tive to control the fioods. He takes counsel ",ith no man. 
"He doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the eartli: and none can 
stay his hand, or sa!" unto him. What doest thou?" He 
it is Who always sits King at the flood; yea, He sitteth 
King for ever. 

As a dutiful citizen I will obey the laws of my country. 
If I were in the United States I would obey the laws im
posed upon me; I would submit to the NRA, even though 
I believe, as I do, that a greater piece of economic absurd
ity was never imposed upon a people. That is a strong 
statement to make. Thousands of 'people under' the Stars 
and Stripes hear me to-night; but when the day comes 
that the flood breaks, and you see that all your 
efforts without God have failed, then perhaps you will 
remember this simple message. By all means, let us 
give due honour and obedience to those who are in auth
ority over us. But there is no hope for the individual, 
for the community, for the nations, for the world
anywhere-but in God. He only is the Master of the 
flood. 

I was asked if I was going to preach on, "Toronto's 
Centenary". No! I am glad Toronto is one hundred years 
old-and that she appears so young without the aid of 
powder or rouge. May she live many hundreds of years 
more, if the Lord should tarry. But I do not care whether 
she is one' hundred years old or not. This church is older 
than Toronto. We ought to have celebrated our one 
hundredth birthday several years ago, but we were so 
young and sprightly that we let it pass; in fact we for
got all about it. This church was organized before To
ronto became a city. And there has never been a Sun
day since its organization when the people of God have 
not gathered about the Lord's Table, as we shall do to
night, to remember His death in the breaking of bread. 
The future of Toronto, of Canada, of the British Em
pire, of t~e United States-the future welfare of the 
world consists solely in getting back to God. He sits 
King at the flood. Let us look to Him. Let us rejoice in 
Him. Let us praise God for what He has done for us, 

. and trust Him for to-morrow. Whatever the emergency, 
whatever the crisis that is yet to come, if we trust Him 
He will see us through the flood. . , 

Shall I tell you my principal authority for the procla
IIJ,ation of this gospel? It is this: there was once a 
greater flood than that which covered the earth in 
Noah's day. When millenniums had passed, and the sins 
of a rebellious world had multiplied themselves into a de
stroying deluge; when principalities and powers and the 
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rulers 'of the darkness of this world had assembled their 
votaries, and all their instrumentalities, visible and in
visible, there appearec.i on the earth once again a sinless 
Man, bearing in absolute perfection the express image 
of the invisible God, He challenged all the powers of 

, darkness, giving, as God, had given to the ocean, His 
decree that the powers of darkness f!hould not pass His 
commandment. Then, as the fulness of time had come, 
all providential restraints were withdrawn, and the tides 
of evil from the seven seas of a wicked world rose to the 
flood; and though the crown He wore was of thorns, 
His sceptre a reed, and His throne of power a cross 
of shame-the God-man hurled His defiance in the teeth 
of hell and, triumphantly exclaiming, "It is finished", 
the Lord sat as King at the flood! 

And when His body was laid in a rocky sepulchre, 
guarded by principalities and powers, as well as by the 
Roman soldiers; when thus He had expiated the guilt 'If 
'a world, He threw wide the door of His prison, and flood
ing the darkness with Heaven's glorious light of hope, 
in resurrection power and glory, the Lord sat King at 
the flood. . 

"A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing: 

Our Helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe 
Doth seek to work his woe; 
His craft and power are great, 
And armed with cruel hate-

On earth is not his equal. 

"Did we in our .own streng.th confide, 
Our striving would be losing, 

Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God's own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He! 
Lord Sabaoth is His name, 
From age to age the same: 

And He must win the battle. 

MORE ABOUT KING DAVID 
A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
, Thursday Evening, March 1st, 1934 

Fifteenth in the 1999-94 Series of Thu1'sday Evening 
Lectures on Biblical Theology, which is included in 

the CU1'riculum, of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

(Stenograph~cally Reported) 

Lesson Text, II. Samuel, chapter six. 
Our lecture text this evening is in the sixth chapter 

of the Second of Samuel. The subject matter of the 
chapter is an account of David's effort to bring the 
ark of God home to him, and to establish it in a place of 
its own. We have heard nothing about the ark of God 
for a long time. 'The last reference to it was in the early 
days of the reign of King Saul, when it rested at Kirjath
jearim. The ark was the centre of Hebrew public wor
ship. It was the centre of interest in the tabernacle; 
and typically, as we know from the New Testament, it 
represented the person of our Lord Jesus. 

,Within the ark 'were the unbroken table,13 of etone, even 

as in Him the law of God was kept inviolate, and He 
wrought out a righteousn'ess for lis. In the ark was 
Aaron's rod that budded. You will remember the his
torical occasion when there was a dispute as to the auth
ority of the high priest. Moses and Aaron were chanted 
by the people with taking too much upon themselves. awl 
the Lord took means of showing who His chosen was. 
The rods of the various tribes were put up before the 
Lord, and the rod that budded would indicate the man of 
God's choice. And Aaron's rod budded. It was put in 
the ark. There is only one High Priest: there is 1II.It 
another, even the High Priest and Apostle of our profes
sion.· He is the Chosen One, and He will not divide or 
share His glory with another. In Him all that Aaron's 
priesthood' typified finds its complete fulfilment. 

Then, too, there was a golden pot in the ark that con 
tained manna. You will recall that the Israelites were in
structed to gather their manna day by day, On the 
morning of t.he sixth day they were permitted. to. gather 
a double supply to avoid sabbath labour, and only on the 
sixth day would the manna keep over night. If more 
than a day's supply was gathered at any other time it 
became putrid; to quote the descriptive words of Scrip
ture, "It bred worms, and stank" if they gathered more 
than a day's supply. But on the sixth day they could 
gather a supply for two days, and it remained sweet and 
wholesome to the morning of the seventh just as ~hough 
it had only then been gathered. This was true of no 
other day. ,But now some of that manna that' could b" 
preserved but twenty-four hours was· laid up in the al 
in a pot of gold, and it kept sweet all the time. In othe) 
words, the ark was symbolic of a perpetual miracle. ' 
was representative of the principle of supernaturalism. 
that God over-rules even natural law. . 
, Then above the ark was the mercy-seat, with the cheru· 

bim and their overshadowing wings. The ark was thp.. ' 
centre, I say, of the worship of the tabernacle. But now 
public worship in Israel has become a thing of the past. 
And you will always find that when public' worship cle
clines, national prosperity declines with it. There neve I' 
has been a revival in all human hist@ry that was not ac
companied by a revival of public worship. During the 
latter part of Saul's reign, and the wilderness experiences 
of David, there seems to have been no central place of 
worship; and the ark was all but forgotten. Yet. 'even 
in those times, God had His chosen, and not a few of 
David's Psalms, expressive of the deepest and highetlt 
devotion, had their origin in the experiences of thosl 
wilderness years. Sometimes when public worship is al 
a discount, private devotion flourishes, for the Lord will 
always have His remnant according to the election of 
grace. There are always to be found people who pray. 
for the Lord leaves not Himself without witness. 

But now David has been made king over all Israel. 
They have taken the stronghold of Zion, and the same has 
become the city of David. Jerusalem has become the city 
of the grep + king. Now David proposes to re-establish 
the ordinances of public worship, and to bring to that 
centre of national interest the ark which was representa
tive of the divine presence in the midst of His people. 
He would bring back the ark of the testimony, the ark of 
the covenant, the symbol which would speak to the people 
of their covenant-relationship to God. and place it in l\ 

settled tabernacle. ' 
I think we may learn a lesson from the conduct of 

David in this particular. Now that the kingdom is estab
lished under his hand, and he is recognized by a united 
Israel as the Lord's anointed, he wills to signalize that 
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triumph by a, 'public avowal of the commitment of him
self ,to the Lord. How few public men there are who 
honour the Lord when they are honoured, who recognize 
the Lord in the midst of their prosperity! What an ex
ample David sets in this particular! There is to be no 
'secret, or quiet, or reserved, recognition of God: he as
'sembles no less than thirty thousand men. He designs 
tha:t his acknowledgment of God shall be as public as it 
is possible for it to be. "In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths." 

Do not be afraid to let anybody and everybody know of 
your relationship to God, and of your submission to His 
revealed will. David planned to restore the ark in a way 
that would command the attention of the people, and the 
reverence of the populace. 

The ark is spoken of as "the ark of God, whose name 
is called by the name of the Lord of hosts that dwelleth 
between the cherubims". That ark was representative 
and significant of a very peculiar and particular relation
ship. It was the ark of Jehovah of hosts who dwelt be
tween the cherubim, Who was in covenant-relation to 
His people, and Who could be approached only by 'way 
of the mercy-seat. It is not enough that we should 
acknowledge God. Ah, how many men in public life speak 
of "Almighty God". Why not name the Lord Jesus? 
"Whose name is' called", it is said here, "Jehovah of 
hosts." David wanted Him distinguished and differenti
ated from the gods of the heathen. He is to be Jehovah 
of hosts, Who is in covenant-relation with His people. 
As though he had said, "That is what the ark means, and 
I want all the world to know." 

David was p,articular to bring home to him the ark 
of God, "whose name iff called Jehovah of hosts". And 
the Jehovah of the Old Testament was the Jesus of 
the New. Call Him by His full name, ~nd let all the 
,world know that you' know nothing of God save as you 
know Him through Jesus Christ your Lord. David, in a 
public capacity, as king, as leader of the people, led them 
in restoring the ark of God. 

They set it upon a new cart. That may have appeared 
to be a small matter. So often we are told that it makes 
little difference how we serve the Lord so long as our 
motives are pure, and we are sincere. I hope it is still 
fresh in your memories, though it is some time since we 
thought through that part of Scripture, what elaborate 
provisions were made for the moving of the tabernacle. 
,Three families from among the tribes of Levi were 
chosen, to whom the different duties in connection with 
the setting forward of the tabernacle were assigned. 
There were the Merarites, the sons of Merari; the Ger
shonites, the sons of Gershon; and the Kohathites, the 
sons of Kohath. For the Merarites and Gershonites 
Wagons were specifically provided, and certain portions of 
the tabernacle were loaded upon the wagons as they were 
moved from place to place. The ark, you will recall, had 
rings on either side of it, and staves of shittim wood 
were placed through those rings. The sons of Kohath 
,Dad no wagons, but it was their part to bear upon their 
,shoulder,s the 'ark. They were not allowed to put the 
'a~k" of God upon a wagon: it had to be carr~ed from 
'place'to"phice, and carried covered with badgers' skins, 
that none might look upon it, and that its sacred secrecy 

"might be maintained until it was put in its place behind 
the veil, through which the ,high priest entered alone, and 

'then, but once a year; 

Now the' ark of God is to be brought back, and appar
ently the divine regulations have been overlooked Qr fQr~ 

gotten. It may be that there were some in those days 
who said, "That is rather old-fashioned. It is all very 
well to have the ark, but let us have it up-to-date. The 
proper way to move the ark is on a cart--and on a new , 
one at that." , 

I need not make application of that. The maChinel'Y 
invented to-day for the setting forward of the work of 
God in substitution for the plan divinely specified in the 
Book is well known to you. It is not enough that we 
perform good deeds, but you, must do good in God's way: 
otherwise, you cannot be sure that you are doing good, 
One may do what seems to be a good act, but his only 
guarantee that it will be really good is that, not only in 
motive, but in method, the divine direction is followed. 

I do not know why David, th0t.:0ughly instructed as he 
was, should have acquiesced i~ this error, for error un
doubtedly it was. It may have been that he was so in
'tent upon bringing the ark home, so earnest in his pur
pose, that he momentarily forgot that even methods are 
not to be ignored, that right ways must be observed in 
doing right things. At all events, whoever was respon
sible, the divine regulation was set aside, and the ark 
was carried upon a new cart. 

"And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
whiCh was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and 
Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house 
of Israel played before the Lord on all manner of in~tru
ments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, 
and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals." I 
heard of a church in Toronto that split some years ago 
on the question as to whether or not they should have an 
organ. 

When David and the people were filled with the joy of 
the Lord, they not only wanted to get together., but they 
wanted all the help they could find to help them to make 
a joyful noise before the Lord. They had all sorts of 
instruments. There is nothing in Scripture, either in 
spirit or letter, that forbids the use of musical instru
ments; David and all the house of Israel played before 
the Lord. 

I think we may learn from that that there is a place 
for the sanctified expression of emotion. I do not want 
a religion that is all emotion, that is all feeling. I am not 
interested in that type of religion that assumes the body 
of Christ is all tongue, all talk, all shouting: The mere 
shouting of Hallelujah, and, Amen, ought not to be en
couraged, I think; but, on the .other hand, where there is 
genuine devotion, real heart-worship of the Lord, I do 
not see why Christian people should not be numbered 
among the happiest people in the world. I delight to hear 
one cry, "Hallelujah!" or "Amen," in a public service, 
when it really and manifestly is a cry of the heart. That 
is why we have these social meetings. That is the rea
son for the institution of public worship. Here is the 
principle: ' "0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together." The man is so full that he 
cannot express himself. It is as though he would say, "I 
use my voice as well as I can, but lend me your voice, and 
a hundred others, a thousand others. Come and let us 
exalt the name of the Lord together, and magnify Him." 

Do you not find that your own emotions are augmented 
and intensified in association with other people? Do you 
not think there is definite blessing to be obtained in 
public worship? I do. You will scarcely believe it, but I 
have been blessed by my own sermons! I really have! 
I knew it was all true, but felt a little down; and had to 
nerve myself to the task of preaching, and have preaChed 
to mysel;f. When I got through I have felt like saying, 
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"Hallelujah! . I have a religion that satisfies, after all." 
It is a good thing to share our heart-experiences with 
other people. 

That was the spirit of this revival movement-for that 
is what it was, a reinstitution of public yvorship in Israel. 

There was a mistake made about the cart, and it was a 
fatal mistake, as we shall see later. Still David was 
happy, for as yet it had not dawned upon him that he 
ought not to have used the cart. They all joined with 
him, and "when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, 
Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took 
hold of it; for the oxen shook it." I do not know whether 
Uzzah was responsible for the cart or not, but he thought 
he was responsible for the ark that was on it; and he 
put forth his hand to steady it. 

"And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God." Some modern folks 
would say, "That was severe treatment to be meted out 
to a man for putting out his hand to steady the ark of 
God." Yes; but God will be sanctified in those who come 
nigh unto Him, and the ark was representative. of the 
divine presence-therefore Uzzah was smitten to death . 
right in the midst of the revival. 

Did you ever experience anything like that, when it 
looked as though the whole community was going to take 
fire-and then some Uzzah effects a breach in the whole 
programme by his error? Suddenly everything stops. 
Nobody sings any more. In this case the eymbals and 
harps were laid aside. Instead of a great timEt of prais
ing the Lord there yvas a funeral. 

The Lord was angry, and David was angry: "David 
was displeased, because the Lord had made a breach upon 
Uzzah." Did you ever get angry with God? David 
ought to have known better. "And he called the name of 
the place Perez-uzzah to this day." . . 

I am not sure of the full significance of David's dis
pleasure. It says, "Because the Lord had made a breach." 
Certainly he did not understand the ways of God. "David 
was afraid of the Lord that day, and said, How shall the 
ark of the Lord come to me? So David would not remove 
the ark of the Lord unto him into the city of David: but 
David carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite." 

We must not presume to dictate to God. If the Lord 
says, "Carry the ark", we had better carry it. As a mat~ 
ter of fact, the only way by which the Lord Jesus can be 
put forward is by that method: you and I m~st carry 
Him. No denominational machinery, or any other kind 
of machinery men may devise, no new cart, will ever 

. effectively deposit the Ark in Mount Zion. It can arrive 
there only in God's way. 

The ark did not reach the city of David on the new 
cart. It turned aside into the house of Obed-edom the 
Gittite, and it stayed there three months. We do not' 
know much about Obed-edom. Uzzah had died. Pre
sumably Obed-edom knew what havoc the ark had 
wrought among the Philistines, and among the men of 
Beth-shemesh. Now he had seen Uzzah die beside the 
ark. He had seen the king tremble, saying, "I fear to 
take it to Jerusalem." This humble man opened the door 
of his humble house, and afforded hospitality to the ark 
of God, and welcomed the divine presence into the bosom 
of his own family. It was there for three months, and 

. the Lord blessed the house of Obed-edom because of the 
ark. 

It was the ark of Jehovah of hosts which a godly man 
to.ok into his family, and taught his children to reverence 

it, and made it the centre of their family worship. How
ever it was done, the divine record says, "The Lord 
blessed Obed-edom, and all his household." 

Then David wanted it. That is the way to recommend 
the religion of the Lord Jesus. When people see others 
being blessed by it they will say, "I want that; I shQuld 
like to have a r.eligion like that." Even the king, when 
he heard that the ark, properly received, properly enter
tained, according to the divine requirement, waS a means 
of blessing, determined to bring it up to Zion. And so 
iJ; was that he brought it. If you read the record in 
Chronicles you will find there was no new cart this time. 
David observed the divine requirement, ·and the priests 
carried the ark from the house of Obed-edom to Zion. 

"And David made him houses in the city of David, and 
prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for it a 
tent. Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of 
God but the Levites: for them hath the Lord chosen to 
carry the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever. 
And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to 
bring up the ark of the Lord unto his place, which he had 
prepared for it. And David assembled the children of 
Aaron, and the Levites ... and said unto them, Ye are 
the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanctify your
selves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up 
the ark of the Lord God of Israel unto the place that I 
have prepared for it. For because ye did it not at the 
first, the Lord our God made a breach upon us, f9r that 
WEl sought him not after the due order. So the priests 
and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the 
ark of the Lord God of Israel. And the children of the 
Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with 
the staves thereon, as Moses 'commanded according to the 
word of the Lord." . 

"And David offered burnt offerings 'and peace offer
ings before the Lord." Thus was the ark honoured. 
The ark had no significance without the sprinkled 
blood. Had they forgotten that, as well as the require
ment that it should. be carried? I should not be sur
prised if, in the meantime, David had consulted the 
law, .for this time he said, "Because ye did it not at the 
first, the Lord oqr God made a breach upon us, for that 
we sought him not after the due order." When you get 
into trouble, you had better consult the oracle and find 
out the right way of doing things, and get the blessing 
that Obed-edom received, and that David also receiv.ed 
when he brought the ark home in the right way. 

"And David danced before the Lord with all his 
might." What an unbecoming thing to do! Do you 
believe in dancing? I do--':that kind of dancing. .I re
member a dear friend with whom I ministered some 
years ago, holding special meetings. One night .the 
service continued until past midnight. I had tried. to 
close again· and again, but the people would not go 
home. Many were converted, and the people were 
loath to leave. At last, past twelve o'clock, we said, 
"We must have the bene·diction." When we got. home, 
my friend walked up and down the floor. . He was 
nearly seventy years of age, but he was "spry", as. we 
say, and we were having glorious times. . I can see .him 
now pacing the floor while his wife was getting .a little 
supper ready. It was well on toward one .o'clock iIi. tp,e 
morning, and pausing, he turned to me and said, "I do 
not want to go to bed. I do not even want .to ·go .to 
heaven yet." He was . like· Brother navis: .Of. Yonge 
Street Mission. You know how .he .danc·es,. how .. light 
of foot he is, notwithstanding .his y.:ea;r~. . . ..... .' 
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David was like that. And that is well when you 
have the ark, but do not dance when the ark is some
where else. Be sure you have something to dance 
about. There is another occasion of dancing spoken 
of in Scripture. When the prodigal's brother drew 
near the house "he heard music and dancing"-not the 
kind of dancing they have nowadays. In other words, 
a little enthusiasm in religion will not hurt. Do not be 
afraid to let people know you have joy in the Lord, to 
know you can be shoutingly, hilariously happy in the 
Lord. It will do your lungs good, as well as your 
heart, to shout a little. Only be sure your shouting 
and dancing afford exercise for your heart as well as 
your lungs. 

All the people were filled with gladness that day, and 
at last they went home. I wish I could leave out the 
rem~ining verses. There will always be someone who 
will not say, Amen, to your Hall~lujahs. There will 
always be someone, like Gideon's fleece, who will miss 
the dew. You must 'not be discouraged, as young 
preachers. when you have had a happy time in preach
ing, and have felt that the whole congregation has 
been brought nearer to God-do not be surprised if you 
discover that some member of your congregation whom 
you supposed was a hearer was only a critical specta
tor. It may be a man, but is just as likely to be a 
woman. 

I have tbld you a story before in another connection, 
which I now repeat, that I may tell you where it orig
inated. I was out in the West one summer preaching. 
We had well on to two thousand people one August 
'light. The Lord was there, .and we had a glorious 
t'me. 'The people did not care how long we stayed, 
and I preached away until I had finished my argument. 
That is my custom! It may have been a hour, or 
more, but I knew very well that the people were not 
weary. Do not bury your eyes in your manuscript, so 
that you cannot see the people. Keep your eyes on the 
people, and if, they go to sleep, wake yourself up! If 
you see they are getting restless-unless it be 
some people who are antagonistic about whom 
you needn't worry-if you see you are losing the 
interest of your congregation, do not waste a mo
ment of time trying to make things better. Close 
up quickly, and hope for a better time next Sunday. 
Rut jf the Lord is with you, and you know it, and you 

. can see your congregation is responding to the 
qlessage. if someone looks superciliously at you as 
much as to say, "I will make him feel he has preached 
long enough", say-not aloud of course-"No; you wiIJ 
not. I wiIJ keep on until I have finished." 
, That night we had a great time, but we' did really 

conclude "the service at last. I was a visiting preacher, 
and people were there from all parts of the country
not because of me personally, but because I was a 
stranger; they thought I might know somebody who 
lived in Nova Scotia! Or somewhere else a couple of 
thousand miles away! A crowd came up to shake 
hands with the preacher, and among them I noticed one 
woman in particular. This woman waited her turn .. 
and although it was August, she looked like an icicle 
all the way from beyond the Arctic Circle. She paused 
before me. and in the presence of the others, thought 
I suppose to humiliate me by saying frigidly, with her 
lips as tight as a vice, "Good night. Rather a .long 
service, don't you think, for an August night?" A'eid! 
Vinegar would be sweet in comparison. You know 

what I am going to say because I have told you the 
story before. "Did you think so?" "I certainly 
thought so." I replied, "My own congregation at home 
have a standing, notice that I do not serve quick 
lunches, but full-course dinners." "Oh, how do your 
people stand it?" she asked. "We lose a little millin
ery", I replied, "but we do not lose any brains." 

Is it not a pity that David could not at this second 
venture, when the ark of God is back at Jerusalem, and 
all the city is filled with holy Hallelujahs,-is it not a 
pity that he could not have stayed in that atmosphere:' 
He said, "I will go home, and tell them all about it. I 
will gather my family about me, and ,share the blessing 
with them. We have had a great time officially, as a 
nation; but I wili have a great time too when I get 
home." And he did! 

David's wife had not been at the service. She had 
been looking through a window! There are some 
people who always look through' a window. ,They 
never get into anything. They are always apart from 
it, looking through a window. And no one can share 
the blessing of a warm spiritual service by observing it 
through a window. David's wife had seen him leaping 
and dancing before the Lord. She was one of those 
very proud, haughty, ladies who do not believe in emo
tional display in religion. \ Everything should be decor
ous and dignified-and icy! When David came in she 
gave him a piece of her mind. The Lord pity a man 
when he gets that the moment he arrives home. In 
my expe~ience as a minister I have known many cases 
of godly men who have been transported into heaven 
in the house of the Lord, who when they got home, 
thought they had arrived at another place! David 
returned to bless his household, and with fine sarcasm 
his wife said, "How glorious was the king of Israel 
to-day!'" She likened him to the shameless fellows, 
imputing vile motives to him, when he got home. 

If anybody is unfortunate enough to have that ex
perience, the question is, What are you going to do 
about it? Accommodate yourself to that spirit, and 
say, "Now, my dear, do not worry. I will not dance any 
more. I will not be enthusiastic in the matter of re
ligion. I will be very moderate, and very reasonable 
about it. You need not worry any more." Is that 
",hat David said? No! He said, "It was before the 
Lord, which chose me before thy father, and before all 
his house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the' 
Lord, over Israel: therefore will I play before the 
Lord." In effect he . said, "He displaced your father 
for not doing the very thing I,am doing, and I will not' 
follow in your father's footsteps. I will play before 
the Lord. And, furthermore, I will be yet more vile. 
How do you like that?" That' is the way to do it! 
There must be no compromise, if it is done before the 
Lord. 

David said, "You say that I have shamed myself in 
the eyes of the people? The maidservants which thou 
hast spoken of, of them shall I ,be had in honour." 
There was one man who showed himself a real king. 
And mark you: he was not only king over all Israel, 
but he was king in his own house-where every man 
ought to be king. If he is not king there, he is not 
king anywhere. 

As for you young students, avoid all that by not 
,making love to Michal, Saul's daughter. Get some
body else. I wish I had an hour more at you, but we 
mqst eloae. 
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A LETTER FROM DR. J. C. CARLILE 
Minister of the Baptist Church at Folkestone, and 

Editor of "The Baptist Times", ,London, England 
In January last, in the course of a Thursday evening 

lecture on "The Witch of Endor" (See GOSPEL WITNESS, 
Volume 12, Number 35, January 11th, 1934, page 9) we 
referred to an article appearing in The Christian Spir
itualist, of London, under the name of Dr. J. C. Carlile, 
in which Dr. Carlile reported a visit he had paid to a 
Spiritualist medium, to whom he submitted certain ques
tions, and received from her certain answers. 

In a letter from Dr. Carlile dated February 21st, and 
received March 5th, he characterizes our reference to 
him as "definitely untrue". This is one instance in which 
we would far rather discover ourselves to be wrong than 
right, and we shall welcome any communication from Dr. 
Carlile which will entirely clear the matter up. In the 
meantime we have had facsimiles prepared: first, of the 
heading of the title-page of the paper; secondly, the head
ing 9f the editorial page; and, thirdly, the entire page 
on which Dr. Carlile's article appears. If any of our 
readers should be unacquainted with modern methods, 
let them understand that these are printed from plates 
which are photographic reproductions of the original. 
Therefore there is no alteration even of a comma. We 
have done this in order absolutely to avoid all possibility 
of misrepresentation. 

We have written a letter to Dr. Carlile in reply to his, 
which will 'be found below, following Dr. Carlile's letter. 
The plates we have had prepared will be found on pages 
eleven and twelve, and will readily be identified by their 
number. Number one is a facsimile of the title-page of 
The Christian Spiritualist; number two is a facsimjle of 
the heading of the editorial column of The Christian Spir
itualist; and number three, a facsimile of the entire 
page carrying Dr. Carlile's article. Our' letter to Dr. 
Carlile will be mailed to him on the date of this paper's 
issue, together with copies of the paper itself. Our letter 
to Dr. Carlile offers, we believe; the fullest explanation 
of the whole matter it is possible to give. 

LETTER FROM DR. CARLILE 
THE BAPTIST TIMES 

The Baptist Church House 
" Southampton Row 

London. w.O. 1. 
Baptist Union of 

Great Britain and Ireland 

Secretar:v: 
Rev. K. E. Aubre)'. JLA. 

Dr. T. T. Shields, 
130 Gerrard Street East, 

Toronto 2, Canada. 
Dear Dr. Shields: 

EdItorial Department 

Editor: 
3. O. Oarlfle, O.H .• O.B.E .• DD. 

.Actfllll' Sub-Editor: 
H. 3. CoweJl '. 

21st February, 1934. 

. You may have forgotten our very pleasant intercourse dur
ing the period of the War, when you were with me at Folke
stone, and we had the pleasure to have you in our pulpit, and 
when I was with you in Toronto, and had the opportunity of 
taking a service at Jarvis Street. 

Your paper THE GosPEL WITNESS for January 11th con
tains a lecture by you on "The Witch of Endor", in which you 
make extensive reference to me though you misspell my name. 

. You are reported to have said-
"I have, a magazine in my fyles called the 'Christian 

Spiritualist', in which is an article written by a leading 
Baptist of Grea,t Britain, no less a personage than Dr. 
J. C. Carlyle, who is to come to Canada, according to The 
Canrulian Baptist, to assist in some sort of celebration in 
connection with the centenary of the birth of the great 
C. H. SP!Jrgeon,. ~i~ article written by Dr. Carlyle, and 
published in this Spmtuallst magazine, states that when 
he was asked to beCome the Editor of The Ba.ptiBt Time8 

of London, he resorted to this spiritualistic medium to 
ask her whether he should accep,t the position. She told 
him that he was eminently qualified to become a journal
ist, and strongly advised him to accept the editorial chair 
of The Baptist Times, and promised that he would be 
eminently successful. When a Baptist paper accepts·for 
an editor someone who is approved by a witch, tliey are 
rather hard up! I thought of publishing the article-
I may some day." <-

I read the paragraph with amazement. Your memory must 
be hopelessly at fault, or I must be labouring under a delu
sion. I have no recollection of consulting any medium in 
reference to any question concerning the "Baptist Times" 'and 
certainly do not recall having been told by a medium that I 
should ~cept the editorial Chair of that paper, and that it 
would be eminently- successful. As a matter of fact, the 
paper is successful, but r do not think any satanic agency has 
anything to do with it. You threaten to publish the article. 
You not only have my permission to do so, but as a matter of 
common honesty I appeal to you to print it or to retract your 
statement which is definitely untrue. I am not concerned to 
enter into controversy with you. You are 'a past master of 
the art, but I cannot believe that you would willingly bear 
false witness against one of your brethren. Had you fol
lowed the Scriptural method of approaching .me you could 
have known the facts at once, and would not have laid your
self open to the char~ of circulating untrue statements. 
Please publish th,at ar'ticle and send me a copy! 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) "J. C. Carlile." 

OUR REPLY TO DR. CARLILE 
130 Gerrard St. East, 

Toronto, Canada, 
March 8th, 1934. 

Dr. J. C. Carlile, 
Editbr, The Baptist Times, 

4 Southampton Row, 
London W.C.1, England. 

Dear Dr. Carlile: 
Your letter of the 21st ult. reached me on March 5th. 

No; I have not forgotten our pleasant intercourse during 
the period of the War. ~ have frequently recalled those 
days of fellowship with pleasure. I.remember. too, hav
·ing the privilege of speaking from your pulpit; and, of 
course, I very distinctly remember your visit to Toronto, 
when you favoured us by preaching in J aJ;'Vis Street 
Church. '. 

Now as to the principal subject of your letter. Before 
I deal with that part of my lecture which you qu,ote, I 
beg leave to quote the next four paragraphs, though they 
are somewhat long: 

"Read what the Bible has to say about witchery and 
wizardry, and about those who have familiar spirits, and 
you will find that the Bible always ranks them with th~ 
who do the devil's business. As' for example: 'Reg8.rd 
not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after 
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.' 
When you find something labelled, 'This is not for you', 
keep away from it. You do not need to study it any 
further. You can learn all there is to be learned about 
spiritism from the Bible itself; and, learning what the 
Bible has to say about it, you will shun it as you would 
shun the devil. You need not investigate further. 

"If someone says, 'It will not hurt you to come to a 
seance', my advice to you is to keep away. I am not 
going to keep company with the devil, nor attend his 
meetings. I have a vivid recollection of a funeral ser
vice I conducted on one occasion. I spoke of the revela
tion of God in Christ, of the principle that He had 
brought life and immortality to light through the ROspel, 
and that the only way we could know God was through 
Christ. I do not think I ever had a more difficult time 
in speaking. I am not super-sensitive in matters of 
that sort, but it seemed as though the very atmosphere 

, would choke me. Everything I said came back. I short
ened the service, and when I came out of the house 
somebody said, "Do you know where you were?" "No; 
but I know I was not far from the pit." . ,"Well", said 
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my friend, "that room was crammed full of Spiritual
ists. There were two or three mediums there." I felt 
as though I had been in the presence of the devil him
self, and I believe one must be whenever he touches it. 

"There are many things in this city I have not seen
I .do not want to see them. There are places indis
pensable to the health of the city, but I do not want to 
see them. So far as this principle is concerned, when 
anybody says, 'What do you know about Spiritualism? 
Have you studied it diligently', do not be ashamed to 
~ay, 'I know all the Bible has to say about it, and that 
IS enough. It says it is of the devil, and I will have 
nothing to do with it.' . ' 

"Is that strong? Well, say what you like about it, I 
think it is well to be prejudiced sometimes-when ·your 
prejudice !s scripturally based. Do not admit poison 
to your mmd on the plea that you are 'investigating.".' 
You will see from this that in my lecture i was coun-

selling the students and others to have nothing to do with 
Spiritualism, but to abide by the teaching of the Word 
of God. . 

Having said that, I next proceed to offer you my sin
cere apology for having explicitly stated that which, at 
most, the article to which I referred may only imply. 

I am this week doing what you have requested me to 
do, publishing the entire article; and in order to make 
sure there was not the slightest alteration in it, I have 
had a cut made of the entire page, as also of the top of 
the title-page of the paper, and the heading of the edi
torial page. Each of these is reproduced from a photo
graph so that readers of THE GOSPEL WITNESS may see 
exactly what was said in that paper. 

When the copy of The Christian Spiritualist was sent . 
to me, the suggestion was made .that probably "the lit
erary work recently offered me (you)" was the Editor
ship of The Baptist Times. The article was published in 
The Christian Spiritualist of October 7th, 1925. The 
particular date on which your article wa13 written is not 
named, but The Baptist Times of September 10th, 1925. 
reported that you had accepted the invitation to continue 
as Editor after having been Acting-Editor for eighteen 
months previously. And the Baptist Handbook of 1926, 
reporting a meeting of the Baptist Union of that year, 
records a resolution passed, expressing appreciation of 
your work as Editor of The Baptist Times. The report 
of 'your acceptance of the Editorship appeared in The 
Baptist Times a little less than a month before your 
article appeared in The Christian Spiritualist. It might 
readily be inferred, therefore, in view of these dates, that 
the literary work offered to you to which your article 
refers was the Editorship of The Baptist Times. 

It is quite possible, however, that such inference was 
entirely wrong; and if so, I most sincerely apologize, and 
ask your forgiveness for the.mistake. I think, however, 
the context of my lecture which I have quoted, and which 
perhaps you had read as well as the paragraph referred 
to by yourself, shows that the specific character of the 
literary work offered you, whether the Editorship of The 
Baptist Times, or something else, was of only secondary 
importance. The point is, the article, said to have been 
written by yourself, represents you as submitting to a 
medium this question: 

"Should I be right in taking up the literary work 
recently offered me?" 
Whether it was the Editorship of The Baptist Times 

or something else is relatively of small importance. The 
fact which the article states, that some literary work 
had been offered you, and that you asked the medium 
whether you would be right in· accepting it, is really the 
point at issue. 

This article in The Christian Spiritualist states, more
over, that the message written on the slate, in answer to 
your question, was as follows: 

"My dear good friend, Dr. C:, your guide says it would 
be well for you to take up the literary work which has 
been offered you. You will make it a success. It will 
harmonize with your present activities." . 
What I said in my lecture, except for the fact that I 

identified, rightly or wrongly, the "literary work" as the 
Editorship of The Baptist Times, I think any candid 
reader will admit is in substantial agreement with your 
report of what the medium said, it certainly recom
mended you to accept what was offered you, promised 
you success, and said it would harmonize with your pre
sent activities. Again I say, the literary work offered 
you may not have been the Editorship of The Baptist 
Times; but whatever it was, you submitted the question 
to the medium, and received from the medium an encour
aging answer. 

So much, therefore, as an explanation of what I said 
respecting the article in The Christian Spiritualist. 

The next question arising is, Did you write the article? 
. The photostatic copy of the article appearing in this 

week's GoSPEL WITNESS, certainly credits the article to 
Dr. J. Co" Carlile, of Folkestone. In this connection I 
print an extract from the editorial column of The Chris
tian Spiritualist, of the same date, commenting upon 
your article. 

"Another privilege falls to our lot this week in that 
we are permitted to publish the fact that a leading 
minister of the Baptist denomination has accepted the 
inviation to look into our subject with serious intent. 
How Dr .. J. C. Carlile has done so, and how honestly 
he has stated the facts, how fairly he has dealt with the 
persons concerned, how respectfully he has responded 
to the urge of the Spirit., and withal how faithfully he 
has remembered his great responsibility to that denom
ination which honours itself by honouring him, our read
ers will be able to attest when they read his contribu
tion. Like a faithful minister of Jesus Christ, he 
intends to look at a thing in all its bearings before he 
commits himself. No honest man could wish him to do 
otherwise, nor to rush him into premature statement of 
opinion or belief. If he will but continue looking into 
this matter for the good of his Church and the humanity 
his Lord loves, what more can we desire? The Spirit of 
Truth will guide him into all the truth in due course; 
and happy he will be to learn more here, rather than 
to leave his progression wholly until he' arrives There. 
as so many of his fellow-ministers are doing. We feel 
it to be also a peculiar pleasure to be able to print this 
communication beneath Dr. Carlile's name, for it de
clares him a superbly honest and courageous man; and 
that both Dr. Carlile and ourselves made our beginning 
in ministerial life from the same Alma Mater gives but 
added joy to this historic event." 
Thus there can be no possibility of doubt that The 

Christian Spiritualist declares this article to be of your 
. authorship, and says, ''We feel it to be also a peculiar 

pleasure to be' able to print this communication beneath 
Dr. Carlile's name." Thus it tells us that you wrote it, 
and that it is printed under your name, with your con
sent. It also says that this was the result of your re
sponse to "the invitation to look into our subject with 
serious intent." 

There is, however, a bare possibility of the article be
ing a forgery, and of your name having been set to an 
article for which you were not responsible. If that had 
been done, however. I should have expected you to demand 
of The Christian Spiritualist what you now rightly ask 
of me, the retraction of whatever in it was untrue. 

There is one other still more remote possibility, and 
that is that the article printed in your name was never 
brought to your attention, and that, therefore, you had no 
opportunity of repudiating it. If any of th~se hypotheses 
be correct, I feel that I have done you a service in calling 
your attention to it, that through the medium of THE 

_1 
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GOSPEL WITNESS, you may have the opportunity of en
tirely repudiating responsibility for the article. 

Having said that, however, I must.in honesty state . 
further that all these possibilities seem to me to be very 
improbable, and that I fear we are driven to accept the 
assumption that the article was written by yourself, and 
that. it was published under your name, with your con
sent. That being so, we have your own word for it that 
in respect to this offer of literary work, whatever it may 
have been, you consulted a medium, and received an 
answer; and that you submitted also the following 
question: 

"Can you get into t~uch with any of my dear ones 
who have passed over? If so, do. Is there anything 

. they wish to tell me about themselves?" 
To this you report rec~iving the reply: 

"My dear J. C., my lad, I am here. We have quite a 
family circle here. but I have been able to get in touch 
with you since I have been in this world. My work is 
along your lines. My dear boy, I nave played an im
portant part and have helped you. Grandfather Carlile." 
In your letter to me you say: 

"I am not concerned to enter into controversy with 
you. You are a past master of the art, but I cannot 
believe that you would willingly bear false witness 
against one of your brethren. Had you followed the 
Scriptural method ot approaching me you could have 
known the facts at once. and would not have laid your
self open to the charge of circulating untrue statements." 
I fear you compliment me too highly. I am not "a past 

master" in t~e art of controversy. I have, however, had 
. what is alleged to be a "scriptural method" recommended 

to me before. The matter to which I referred, however. 
the fact that you had consulted a medium, is reported 
under your own name in a public journal; it was a matter 
that was given to the public. I regret very much the 
error in naming the "literary work" offered you as the 
Editorship of The Baptist Times, when perhaps it was 
something entirely different. Notwithstanding, I must 
insist that there is no difference in principle. The point 
is, that as a Baptist minister, occupying a prominent posi
tion, recognized as an official of the Baptist denomination, 
you did submit certain questions to a Spiritualist medium. 

It may be said that it was done merely out of curiosity. 
But at the beginning of the article l"0u said: 

"I am not a Spiritualist, neither am I hostile." 
The point I was making in my lecture was: that I am 

not only not a Spiritualist, but I am definitely and un
alterably hostile to that which is ·so plainly forbidden in 
the Word of God. We are living in a day when multitudes 
of people are running about after every new thing that 
promises them some sort of religious stimulus, and I 
was warning my students and others against that tend-

ency, and counselling them to recognize that Spiritualism 
is not of God, and can only be of the devil, in so far as 
there is anything superhuman in it. 

I ought 'also to apologize, for inadvertently misspelling 
your name. I hope you will not think I was uncompli
mentary in associating you, by my orthographical error, 
with the great Carlyle. 

I hope I have made ample amends for my error. Sin
cerely and abjectly I apologize for the error of identifying 
the literary work offered you with the Editorship of The 
Baptist Times, if indeed it was an error. 
, Please allow me to say that I shall welcome any state
ment you have to make on the subject. There will be no 
limitation of space, and you have my promise that I shall 
faithfully reproduce everything you write. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) THOMAS T. SHIELDS, 

P.S.-In order to save time, and get the whole matter 
into print immediately, I am venturing to publish this 
letter in THE GoSPEL WITNESS to-night, that my answer 
may thus appear in the same paper with your objection. 
-T. T. S. 
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Famous Ba"t,.t Min'ster EnquIres. 
The /ol/o'Wing article 'W/IS 'Written by n 

tlistinguished Bo1'tist mini~tn, Dr. }. C. 
Carlile, 0/ Folkestone, o/ter his sitting 'With 
Mrl. Pruden, the American slote..writing 
medium, 'Who visited London a fe'll! 'Weeks 
ago. We 1'rint it as an im1'ortial account 
by an cnqllireo:. 

By REV. J. C. CARLILE, D.O., O.B.E. 

I am not a Spiritualist~ neither am I 
hostile. It was suggested by all old friend 
that I might like to meet· an old American 
lady, a Bapiist, who was visiting England. 
She has acted as' a medium for maliy years, 
and secured wonderful manifestations in con
nection with slate-writing. She is a lady of 
independent means, and' does not follow 
mediumship for money. 

An appointment was arrang.ed, and I 
made my way to the hotel, facing Kensing
ton Gardens, where the medium was 
staying. I found her a delightful old lady, 
very ready to tall!: about all sorts of sub
jects, with a keen sense of humour and an 
idealism not uncommon to American 
Baptists. The far-away look in her eyes 
and oc~asional momentary suggestions of 
aloofness were all that indicated' the 
mediumistic temperament. 

We were quite strangers to each other, 
and had no one to introduce us. The room 
was perfectly light; there was no attempt 
even to draw the curtains. We sat by the 
table, quite an ordinary bit of furniture, I 
and simply' talked. . 

"How long have you been in touch with 
the spirit world?" I enquired. 

"All my life, I think," she replied. 
though I did not begin to get writing upon 
the slate until about forty years ago. 'Since 
then J have sa~ with. judges, mio.isters. aRiL 
peopfe of all . sorts. " 

"You would hardly be regarded as a pro
fessional medium?" I ventured. "I mean 
you do not sit for payment, as most of the 
mediums in this country do." . 

"No," she answered. • '1" have always 
been comfortably placed, and my.object has 
been to help my friends into the fuller life 
which has been such a blessing to me."· 

"Have you met many people in 
England?" 

"Oh, yes. I have been sitting two or 
three times each day, but only with pt;ople 
who come for a special purpose. I do not 
like large circles, and I would .rather sit 
with those who are enquiring." 

To my 'surprise my friend switched off 
the conversation to little pleasantries 
about the people she had met, some of 
whom I know; all the names that were 
mentioned were the names of people of 
eminence in their own departments. 

Another frlend arrived, Miss Cohen. We 
had not met before. I had no idea of MISS 
COhen's existence. Then we got to busi
ness. 

The medium explained that it would be 
necessary to cover one side of the little 
table to prevent the light falling upon the 
slate during the process of writing. Two 

'double slates were placed. upon the table. 
They were ordinary school slates, fasteped 
by a piece of cloth on each frame, so that_ 
they could be doubled over closely, one _on 
top of the other. A bit of pencil was 
placed between, so that the control could 
write on the slate while 'it was closed. 

Being of sceptical turn of mind,. I asked 
permission to examine the slate, which I 
did, and to turn up the table and. examine 
the carpet. It was all quite satis!actory. 
My Spiritualist friend was "ery much 
amused at tlie precautions I was taking. 
Then we sat in a perfectly light room, just 
the three people. The medium on one side, 
Miss Cohen and I upon the other. Each 
could see every movement made by either 
of the others. 

OPEN-MINDED PASTOR TESTS A 
SLATE-WRITING MEDlUM. 

"WHO CAN EXPLAIN?" ASKS DR. 
J. C. CARLILE. 

WILBU~ THOMPSQ~. 
Mrs. Pruden's Splrit.Guide. 

Wilbur T!l0mpson was a B~igaciier-General 
on the .southern side in the American Civil 
War, and was the Baden.Powell of his day. 
They called him "The Swamp Fox of the 

Confederacy.'.' 
-Kn-ow="-io-g--w-"h-::'iil: "tn·lin--t!..· -"h'-a-p7j,e-n--',-1-"'''-' a-a 

written about a dozen questions of various 
kinds, which might be' used for test pur
poses. I had placed them in my pocket, 
and purposely mixed tJiem up so that I 
coule:! not tell the parti~ular question I took 
out. That was done in. order to prevent·the· 
possibility of the question being distinctly 
in my mind, and, possibly by the process of 
telepathy, conveyed to another. 

There was a faint sound of scratching 
between the surface of the two slates. The 
slate was held by the medium's right 
hand. It was under the table, behind' the 
cover, . the other parts of the table being 
partially exposed. 

"They are writing now," the medJum 
said. "The slate is heayy. Would On!! of 
you hold the other end?" 

I immediately lifted the cover on my side 
and held the slate, taking care to have a 
good look at it. The sound stopped, and 
the sbite was opened. I copied the writing, 
which was quite clear, the characters well 
formed, and this was the message: "Good 
morning, my new friends. I shall be 
happy tQ g.iv~ 1<011 tJ:te vt;ry best at my 
command." . 

"Miss C., your de~r spirit mother is 
here, and sends you loving greetings. . 

" Dr. C., I thank you for this mornil\g"s 
visit. Spirit control ·W. T." 

It was explained to us that W.T. was 
the pet name of Wilbur Thompson, who 
was the medium's spirit guide. Then Miss 
Cohen plac~ one of her written questions 
out of the reach of the medium, and the 
secOD<! slate was held behind the table 
cover. 

Miss Cohen's question, it 'is learned after 
was: " Is there a George over there we are 
trying to find? M): sister wants a message 
so' ba<lly." The reply J copied was: 
"My dear friend, it is best, .in order to get 
a perfect message' through, to have your 
sister sit for her.self. But she 'is guided by 
her love9 one, and there is a wide field of 
work iii front of you." 

The medium becam~ clairvoyant, and 
said, looking over t,o me: ". Wilbur. 'has 
fOl!nd three people wher are closely con
nected with you. They must have been 
very dear ones. They are here, and want 

· t() talk to you. They do not understand 
why you do not speak to them;" 

The three were then described. Without 
attaching very serious importance t6 this 
message, it is only fair to say that three 
of my dearest have passed over. The 
medium then described a man who 
was said to be a friend, of· mine, and I had 
no difficulty in ideritifying Mr. William Bird, 
who was closely associated with me some 
t)venty years ago in Folkestone. 

Miss Cohen tried another question. 
•• Florence's Mother. I am greatly in 

nCL>d of evidential truth. Do try and sign 
yOUl' name ·and send .a message that. w!ll 
help." 

The same process was followed. \'I/'e held. 
the slate, and the sound of writing was dis-' 
tinctly heard. I. read the mess.age. 
,. Madeleine, dear child, your father will be 
spared to. you for some time tQ come. We 
are helping to make' him as comfortable as 
possible, and to give him strength in his 
declining years. Madeleine, dear, as time 
progresses you will receive the evidential 
messages you hope for. You have done 
your part weU .... 

In clairvoyance, the medium asked Miss 
Cohen if she had with her a spa~ hnd
kerchief: If so, would she put it I!nder the 
table so tha~ her mother 'might tie it up 'in 
the old way, to convince her of the' teality 
of the visitor. A pocket handkerchief· was 
placed' under the. table. After a while, this 
message came: ."My dear child, I havlllieci. 
with my own spirit hands. your handker. 
<;Ilief ·as.a wreath. the. old emblem:.of..Ji._ 
without end. " 
. When. th~ 'handkerchief was picked up, 
.. t was bed In small knots anei shaped as a 
ring. Miss Cohen still has it. 

I then placed my first question. I did 
not know at the time what it was. After 
a while this message appeared on .the slate: 
"My dear good friend, Dr. C., your guide 
says it would be well for you to take up the 
literary work which has been offered you. 
You will 'make it a success. It will, har
monize with your present activities. II' 

When I opened. the question, it was: 
• 'Should. I be right in taking up the literary 
work recently o!fered me?" ,so far as I 
·know, neither of those who sat with me in 

. the room had the least· idea that i Jiad any 
spet;:ial work offered me. 

The .second question· I took out of my 
pocket without knowing what it contrUned. 
I plac¢d it upon the floor just under the 
table, and put my foot over it.. l'he paper 

· was' doubled:up; it Certainly did not move. 
The question wlis as follows: "Can y.ou get 
into touch with any of -my dear ones who 
have passed over? If so,' do. Is there 
.anything they wish. to teU me. about. ~I)em.. 
selves?" 

The writing was heard on the slate, and 
this was the answer I copied: "My dear 

. J.C., my lad, I am here: We have quite a 
family circle over here, but I have b~ able 
to get in touch wi th you since I have bceil 
in this world. My work is aloqg Y.9ur 
lines. My dear boy, 1 have· played an im
pO.rtant part and have helped you. Grand
father Carlile." 

There was an initial to the surname i 
but it was not clear enough for me to be 
absolutely sure wllat it" was. 

The medium seemed tired and the sitting 
came to an end, witJi tlie suggestion that 
we might like to sit together again! or to 
sit separately. We went ·to lunch to talk 

· over possible explanations. Many -were 
suggested, but they . were hopelessly in. 
adequate. Th", mud b, ,om, . ';c. 
1"./I"ol;on. WHAT IS IT? 1 wonder ~ 

.\ 
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Inton fSaptist mttntss 
Is the OlBeial Publication of the Union of Replar Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec. Send all communicati01Ul to tile 

Office Secretary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada. 

UNION ACTIVITIES 
While the Executive Board appreciates the whole-hearted 

co-operation of the churches for the Home and Foreign Mis
sion branches of the Union's work, it would remiJld our whole 
constituency of the necessity of supportin(r the Bud~t 
adopted bf the Convention. There is the SeIDlnary with Its 
ever-groWIng needs; the Student Fund for summer service; 
the Western Missionary appeal; the Sunday School work; 
News and Publicity; and .the building up of an adequate 
Superannuated Ministers' Fund. All these objects are 
heartily commended to the whole constituency for your pray
erful and generous· support. Look for news of these other 
departments later on. . 

GOOD NEWS FROM LIBERIA 
Mr. Hancox and Mr. Clubine on Trek 

Mr. Hancox and Mr. Clubine had just returned from an 
evangelistic trek, when Mr. Hancox wrote on January the 
18th, and we quote from his letter. "We had opportunities 
of speaking twenty-one times. We planned our route so as 
to bring ··us in the neighbourhood of Geah Bar Zondo, and 
by this means Mr. Clubine was able to see our station there. 
It was the evening of their Bible class, and so he was able 
to meet quite a number of their regular attendants. 

"This trip again revealed the tremendous need for gospel 
preaching 1D this land. In many places a really warm wel
come was extended to us, while at other towns a decidedly 
cold shoulder was given. In towns where the Devil Society 
is strong, indifference was very marked. Not as much ter
ritory was covered as on other trips of this sortl because 
after we had gotten a distance of about three mlles from 
the Mission, we preached in nearly every town that we came 
to. This we did for several days, making use of the Sunday 
to visit three towns besides the town where we were remain
ing for the week-end. In the latter town three services were 
held, one on the Saturday evening, one Sunday morning, and 
another in the evening. Eight happy days were thus spent 
in the giving out of the precious Word of Life. May the 
Lord abundantly bless that seed-sowing, and gather through 
it a glorious harvest of souls. 

A Busy Year 
. "Duri.ng the year . that has passed a total of two hundred 
and forty-seven gospel services were held in native towns, 
conducted mostly by the native Christians. These towns 
were anything from one hour's walk away from the Station. 
to a distance of three days' walk. At River Cess the inter
est in the Word continues, and appeals have again come for 
a Teac:her to stay with them. 

A Busy Day 
"I was hindered in the writing of this letter," continues 

Mr. Hancox, "and now another Sunday has slipped past. It 
was the busiest Sunday I think I have ever seen here at this 
station. By seven o'clock in the morning three groups had 
started away along different paths to take the gospel mes
sage to the towns about. . I went along in one of these 
Jl'roups, and by noon had preached in three towns. Returning 
to the Station for dinner, I went out again in the afternoon 

. along with Mr. Clubine and Mrs. Hancox, visiting one more 
town. Peter, who had remained to interpret for Mr. Clubine 
in the mornin(r service, also went out in the afternoon and 
preached Chnst in another town. When the other two 
groups returned they reported twelve towns visited. This 
made a total for the day of seventeen village services con
ducted in the single day. At the same time the church was 
almost full here at the· Station, notwithstanding about a 
dozen of us being away, and nel!-rly all the schoof girls at 
home on vacation. 

A Macedonian Call 
"A letter has just come in from another town. which was 

visited by our native evangelists last July. On our recent 
trek, Mr. Clubine and myself. stopped in a town almost next 
door to this one from .which the letter has come. Now they 
beseech me to come to their town this coming Saturdar and 
remain for Sunday. This request, D.V., I will fulfil this 

coming week-end. There is a man in· this town who along 
with his wife have visited the Mission, and who profess to 
have believed in the Lord as their Saviour. I believe that 
it was through the visit of the boys last summer that they 
have made their decision. . 

Dry Weather Opportunities 
"We are seeking to make full use of the dry weather to 

get out to the villages, as you will see from the foregoing, 
and will better understand when I say that during the pres
ent month fifty-six services have been conducted in the 
towns and villages about us. The half of these have been 
conducted by the native Christians, and the other half by 
Mr. Clubine and myself. It has kept us busy, but our hearts 
are happy to have the opportunity. While there are two 
men on the Station, we plan that only one shall remain here 
for the Sunday, and one go. out to the towns. That is, up 
until the noon-time. The boys carrY uncooked rice with 
them and cook it wherever they may happen to be at noon- . 
time, usually remaining out the entire day, and reaching 
more towns, and those lying at a ~ater distance from the 
Mission thail. those we ourselves VIsit in the morning. Our 
hearts cry unto the Lord that IDs own richest blessing may 
rest upon the Seed thus sown." 

Mr; Clubine Getting Settled 
In a letter dated January the 19th, Mr. Clubine writes, 

"I have been very ·busy since I came here, unpaeking the 
cases and getting things arranged. It has not been very 
hot yet, but it is very damp, especially in the morning when 
we seem to get very heavy mists. It is hard to keep things 
from mouldin~, so.I am thinking of sending to England for 
another air tight trunk to pack books, shoes, and other 
things in. 

"My house is large, with a nice living room, bedroom, and 
bathroom, forming the main part. The kitchen is at one 

. side under the piazza. At present I am taking my meals 
with Mr. and Mrs. Hancox. Later I may have a boy of my 
own, but until we hear about the Davies and while I am 
so busy in getting things straightened around, I am glad to 
be able to eat with them. By the way, I have such an 
appetite that I am sometimes quite ashamed of it. I am 
well, and strong, and have not felt the heat as yet. It is 
really quite cool in comparison to what I expected, although 
it is hot enough on the path in the middle of the day at 
times. In the month that I have been here I have not had 
as much as a headache to complain of. 

"At present I am starting to do language study, . which 
keeps me out of mischief at least part of the day. For 
exercise I am also doing some carpentry work, that is mak
ing some furniture for myself. I have succeeded in finishing 
a fine desk for myself, which was the first thing that I 
wanted. It is a beauty according to my idea, with a set of 
drawers on each side. The carpenter is at present making 
me some chairs which are very nice. 

Itinerating Among The Villages 
"Beginning in the first week in the new year, Mr. Hancox 

aI:ld I went on an evangelistic trek for seven days. We had 
with us ten boys to carry our loads and so were a rather 
long line when on the path. We visited about thirty-five 
towns, and preached twenty-one times to about one thou
sand people in all, besides visiting the Zondo Station and 
passing through some thirty or forty towns on our return 
trip to New Cess. The trip from Zondo to New Cess usually 
takes the best .part of two days, and is about thirty miles 
long, but we did it in one day for a change, starting at about 
6.25 a.m. and arriving home at 7.20 in the evening, having 
. stopped two hours at noon for dinner. I suppose that we 
were actually walking about ten hours at an average rate 
of three miles an hour. I can recall many times when we 
lived on the farm that I was much more tired, but my feet 
w~re still tired on the bottom the next day for a while. 
It was a marvel to me, however, to see the boys carry their 
loads for that distance with no shoes on their feet to protect 
them from the stones and pebbles of the path." 

(Continued "BlIlt week) 
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FROM MARA TO ELIM 
By Miss Elizabeth Stevens 

(A Test:i:mony Given. at a JOJr'Vis St. PraYeJr Meeting) 
I w.ould like t.o tell y.ou h.ow the L.ord led me fr.om the 

bitter waters .of Mara to Elim with its palm trees. 
S.ome f.our years ago G.od t.o.ok away my m.other and I 

was left des.olate and l.onely. Like Na.omi, I c.omplained 
that the L.ord had dealt bitterly with !ll!l and. I h,eca!De un
yielding and rebelli.ous. I had .often J .oIned In SIngIng the 
hymn, .one verse'.of which is as f.oll.ows: . 

"Teach me t.o feel that Th.ou art always nigh: 
Teach me the struggles .of the SOul. t.o bear, 

T.o check the rising d.oubt, the rebel sIgh; 
Teach me the patience .of unanswered prayer." 

I sang th.ose w.ords, but I c.ould neve;r really. have m.eant 
them f.or I did n.ot wish t.o be taught the patIence .of un
answ~red prayer. I did n.ot want t.o have any unanswered 
prayers! Then when, during my m.other's. illness, my 
prayers f.or her .rec.overy were n~t answered, FaIth and Tz:ust 
spread their wmgs and t.o.ok flIght and L.ove all but dIed. 
I spent three years .of utter wretchedness yet I w.ould n.ot 
give in ana say "Thy' will be d.one"; and the sh.ores .of the 
Dead Sea c.ould sh.ow n.othing m.ore des.olate than my .own 
s.oul. 

Then a little m.ore than a year ago, while rec.overing from 
an illness I was left in the h.ouse al.one .one Sunday even
ing. I w~s weary .of reading and piecing t.ogeth.er jig-saw 
puzzles and w.ondered h.ow I sh.ould pass the tIme. Sud
denly I'th.ought .of the radi.o. N.ow the radi.o had been there 
all the time but during my c.onvalescence I had gr.own so 
tired .of it, that I had it turned .off and it had n~t. bee~ used 
f.or s.ome· time. I believe it was the H.oly SPIrIt HImself 
wh.o brought the radi.o t.o my mind that evening and made 
me wish t.o hear what was .on the air. I turned .on the cur
rent and went fr.om wavelength t.o wavelength hilt n.othing 
I heard interested me at all, and I was ab.out t.o impatiently 
turn .off the machine, when I paused by an.other wavelength. 

Just as I tuned in, I heard a few n.otes from an .organ, 
and alm.ost immediately the c.ongregati.on c.ommenced to 
sing. I knew there must be a large attendance judging 
fr.om the v.olume .of s.ound, but it was the hymn they were 
singing which arrested my attenti.on: 

"Oh, c.ould I speak the matchless w.orth, 
Oh, c.ould I s.ound the gl.ories f.orth 

Which in my Savi.our shine. 
I'd s.oar, and touch the heavenly strings, 
And vie with Gabriel, while he sings 

In n.otes alm.ost Divine." 
I have since disc.overed that they frequently sing this 

hymn in Jarvis Street Church, but I think I had never bef.ore 
heard it in Canada. Mem.ory took me back many years and 
in fancy I was again in Spurge.on's Tabernacle in the heart 
.of Old L.ond.on, and I heard that same hymn, with.out ac
c.ompanimElllt .of ch.oir .or .organ, being sung by a c.ongre~
ti.on .of s.omething like five thousand pe.ople. I d.o n.ot easIly 
give way t.o em~ti.on, but I frankly c.o~fess that. I wept. dur
ing the wh.ole time that hymn was beIng sung In JarvIs St. 
Church. This was the first stage in the s.oftening pr.ocess 
which G.od had planned t.o bring me back to Himself. I 
listened t.o the remainder .of the service and felt m.ore miser
able than ever. The next tw.o Sundays I listened t.o the 
Jarvis Street service .over the radi.o. 
. Then came a Sunday when, feeling sufficiently rec.overed 

t.o g.o .out, I th.ought I w.ould go and see what the pe.ople 
.of Jarvis Street Church were like up.on cl.oser inspecti.on. 
S.o I came t.o my first service in this church. I was par
ticularly struck with the heartiness .of the c.ongregati.onal 
singing. There seemed t.o be s.ome intangible s.omething 
which .one s.o .often misses, especially in churches where the 
ch.oir d.o the maj.or part .of the singing. Then I witnessed 
a baptismal service, the first I had seen f.or about twelve 
years, and I a .one-time member .of Spurge.on's Tabernacle! 
Here again Mem.ory played her part, and I was carried back 
in th.ought t.o that night whe.n I was baptised and I remem
bered all the great plans I made f.or serving the L.ord. 
Mem.ory was n.ot kind that night and I heartily wished she 
were n.ot s.o faithful in recalling s.ome .of these incidents .of 
the past. 

What . shall I say ab.out the serm.ons I had heard, three by 
radi.o and this .one in the church itself? The preaching .one 

hears at Jarvis Street is t.o.o well known to need any generl!ol 
eul.ogy fr.om me, but I may at least give my pers.onal testI
m.ony regarding what it did f.or me. In these serm~ns t~e 
Past.or sp.oke s.o much about the l.ove .of God; s.ometImes It 
w.ould be the l.ove .of God in Christ Jesus f.or the wh.ole 
w.orld, s.ometimes it was the l.ove .of Christ f.or His pe.ople, 
His Church, His Bride; but always t~e l.oye .of God. I. d.o 
n.ot think serm.ons up.on any .other subJect Just at that tIme 
w.ould have had the same effect up.on me. I was in n.o m.o.od 
t.o be alarmed by the thunders .of Sinai. Being still 
rebelli.ous serm.ons .on the S.overeignty .of G.od w.ould have 
but made' me m.ore bitter. Did I n.ot kn.ow s.omething ab.out 
that already? But the LOVE OF GOD! Wh.o that has 
ever kn.own anything ab.out it can ultimately resist it? We 
may backslide and l.ose touch with Him, we may rebel f.or a 
l.onger .or sh.orter peri.od, depending up.on .our temperament 
and nature, but the time must assuredly c.ome when we will 
thr.ow d.own .our· arms and exclaim "Th.ou hast conquered, 
o Galilean!" 

The serm.ons I had heard had much the same effect as d.o 
the Spring rains up.on the unyielding and' half .fr.ozen earth, 
warming and s.oftening it until at last, th.ose ro.ots far bel.ow 
the surface, apparently dead, feel within them the stirrings 
.of life and, reaching upward thr.ough the dark earth, emerge 
at last int.o G.od's sunlight. S.o that radi.o hymn, that bap
tismal service and th.ose serm.ons, each had their part in 
s.oftening a c.old, rebelli.ous heart until that spark .of l.ove 
f.or G.od, which .once Jdndled in the s.oul, can never really 
die, was rekindled and the half-fr.ozen s.oul .once m.ore turned 
t.o its Father, as it inevitably must, saying in the w.ords .of 
the hymn: 

"Nay, but I yield, r yield, 
I can, h.old Gut n.o m.ore. 
I sink, by dying l.ove c.ompelled 
T.o .own Thee C.onqueror!" 

S.o the L.ord led me fr.om Mara with its bitte~ waters to 
Elim with its palm trees. I have been a member .of Jarvis 
Street Church f.or alm.ost a year. N.ot a l.ong time, it is 
true, but l.ong en.ough to kn.ow that the w.ord which is 
preached fr.om its pulpit finds its entry int.o the lives .of its 
members, that here is a church free fr.om the icy atm.osphere 
that characterizes so many .of .our churches. Here the L.ord 
Jesus Christ is given the pre-eminence, and the hearts .of its 
pe.ople are filled with l.ove t.o Christ and f.or the perishing 
multitudes ar.ound them. If Tertullian c.ould c.ome t.o earth 
again and kn.ow s.ome .of the Jarvis Street pe.ople, he w.ould 
.once m.ore exclaim "Beh.old, h.ow these Christians l.ove .one 
an.other!" 

I understand that this simple testim.ony may find its way 
int.o THE GOSPEL WITNESS. If that is s.o, I w.ould make b.old 
t.o say a w.ord to any into wh.ose hands it may fall, wh.o are 
ministers, teachers .or Christian w.orkers .of any kind. Never 
·neglect an .opp.ortunity .of telling y.our audience, large .or 
small, ab.out the l.ove .of God. I am persuaded that there is 
n.othing else under Heaven that will bring men and w.omen t.o 
the L.ord like this will. Ministers need never lack f.or ma- . 
terial f.or a serm.on, teachers need never w.onder what they 
shall take f.or a less.on, Christian w.orkers need never be in a 
quandary as t.o what they shall say when they speak to some 
seeking s.oul. Tell them ab.out the L.ove .of G.od! It is the 
"Open Sesame" t.o every'human heart, and that is why Jesus 
Christ came t.o earth t.o reveal it. He knew this was the .one 
thing that w.ould save a l.ost w.orld and by this al.one. He 
c.ould reclaim this fallen star and place it again.in the silver 
s.ocket whence it fell thr.ough sin. Other subjects have their 
place in the preaching .of the W.ord, but first and f.orem.ost, 
supreme ab.ove all .other themes is the Love .of G.od in Christ 
Jesus. 

TO JARVIS STREET MEMBERS PARTICULARLY 
AND TO ALL HER FRIENDS GENERALLY 

Please remember there are .only three Sundays m.ore .in 
March. Our b.o.oks must cl.ose March 31st f.or the f.oll.owing 
funds: 

Jarvis Street General Expense. 
The G.ospel Witness. 
T.or.ont.o Baptist Seminary. 
Radi.o Fund. 

Have You Anllwered the Editor's Letter Yet7 
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Whole Bible. Course Lesson Leaf 
Vol. 9 No.1 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, _ EDITOR 

Lesson 1~ FIRST QUARTER - March 25th, 1934 

ISRAEL'S WICKEDNESS BEARS FRUIT 
Lesson Text: II. Kings 23:31-24:20. 
Golden Text: "And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all 

the princes,- and all the mighty men of valour, even ten
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none 
remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the 
land."-II. Kings 24:14. 

Bible School Reading-II. Kings 23 :31-24:7. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 

Monday-Jer. 15:1-9. Tuesday-Lam. 2:1-9. Wednesday
Ezek. 12:17-28. Thursday-Matt. 24:1-14. Friday-I. 
John 5:13-21. Saturday-I. Thess. 5:1-13. 

I. JEHOAHAZ (23 :31-33). 
Frequently throughout these historical studies we have 

had occasion to note the truth of the principle that "what
soever a man soweth that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7), and 
at the end of their pre-exilic national life the same is again 
evident in the experience of the people of Judah. God had 
been gracious unto them despite their sinfulness. He had 
corrected them from time to time with the intention of lead
ing them to repentance, but such treatment had failed to 
bring a permanent change in their attitude, and at last the 
full consequences of their sin were to be felt. The northern 
tribes had been carried into captivity by the Assyrians, 

_ (17:6), and the Babylonians were destined to do the same 
for them, after a period of humiliation at the hands of the 
Egyptians. Observation may be made of the fact that while 
God is merciful, a time is coming when He will visit the 
wicked in judgment, (II. Tim. 4:1). The Lord's people will 
also be called upon to give an account of themselves before 
the judgment seat, (I. Cor. 3:13). 

In our last lesson we learned of the defeat of Judah by 
the Egyptians, and the consequent death of Josiah, (vs. 29, 
30). Such a victory gave Pharaoh-nechoh power over the 
Israelites which he was not slow to use. Shallum or Je
hoahaz, the youngest son of Josiah had been anointed by the 
people to fill his father's place, (v. 30; Jer. 22:11, I. Cbron. 
3:15), but he was not permitted to enjoy his exaltation for a 
long period. At the end of three months he was removed 
by the ruler of Egypt, and taken down to Egypt, where he 
died; (v. 31, 34); Eliakim or Jehoiakim his older brother 
being appointed in his place, (v. 34). We do not know why 
the younger son was chosen by the people as their ruler. It 
may hav:e been due to his more war-like qualities. It does 
not seem to have been on account of his superior piety, un
less he changed after his elevation to the throne, for we are 
informed that "he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his fathers had done", (v. 32). 
Evidently he reverted to the ways of idolatry, and by his 
example he would encourage the people to do likewise. His 
removal would be in the nature of a judgment. From the 
human side the older brother and his friends may have had 
something to do with it, or perhaps Pharaoh alone, due to 
his dislike of the other's attitude. In addition to deposing 
the king, tribute was levied on the land, which was paid by 
the next ruler. Observe- the humiliation of Judah due to 
sin, the foolishness of king and people-in forsaking God, and 
the .heavy price paid for such disobedience. It never pays 
to sm. 
II. JEHOIAKIM (23:34-24:7). 

Jehoiakim the appointee of Pharaoh was permitted to reign 
for a longer period than his. brother. "He reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem", (v. 36). But from the standpoint of 
righteousness he was not better than his predecessor. He 
also "did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord", (v. 
37). It is strange how wicked men fail to learn from the 
experience of others. The attitude of God must have been 
known to. the king, together with the -manner in which the 
nation had suffered for its disobedience to the divine law, 
yet he persisted in going in the way of rebellion. There is 
manifest in this the bent of the human heart away from God. 
Man does not seek God naturally, nor does He care for divine 

things: the initiative in salvation is on the Lord's side. We 
may also note in this the deceitfulness of sin, (Heb. 3:13). 
Men proceed on this course because of the promise of pleas
ure, and a certain amount, of a particular kind, may be 
found, but it is not satisfying, nor is it lasting, and it proves 
in the end to be shallow, and far from what had been prom
ised. Its appeal is, deceptive. Note the payment of the 
tribute by this king, (v. 35), and the probable effect on the 
people of the manner of its collection. 

After their Egyptian humiliation the people of Judah were 
face to face with another enemy in the person of Nebuchad
nezzar, king of Babylon, (24:1). This Eastern monarch had 
defeated the Egyptians, (24:7), and Judah, due to its loca
tion and condition, necessarily became involved in the strife, 
and by compulsion changed masters. One cannot but be 
sorry for this little state placed midway between these great 
powers and suffering the consequences of its weakness; yet 
it must be remembered that its strength had departed on ac
count of its sin. Note may be made of the necessity of keep
ing right with God, and of trusting Him in the midst of the 
world's troubles. He is a very present help in trouble, (Ps. 
46:1), and invites us to call upon Him for deliverance (Ps. 
50:15), and for mercy and grace to help in time of need, 
(Heb. 4:14-16). 

At the end of three years of servitude to the king of 
Babylon, Jehoiakim rebelled against him, (24:1), and brought 
upon his country the vengeance of his conqueror. Bands of 
enemies invaded his domains, and no doubt wrought consid
erable destruction, to t~e general misery of the people, (Y. 
2). Such a visitatiQn came as a divine judgment, in fulfil
ment of the word of God, and because of the sins of Man
asseh, (vs. 3, 4, 21:10-16). This implies the use of heathen 
people to carry out judgment on the Lord's people. Habak
kuk the inquiring prophet couldn't understand this, (Hab. 
15:13), but was assured of the justice of God's ways, and 
proclaimed his implicit trust in Him under all circumstances, 
(Hab. 3:17-19). The Babylonians did not escape the conse
quences of their sins, neither did the associates of these 
people. God plays no favourites when dealinjr with men 
resp~ct.ing their sins. ~e is in~orruptible, omnIpotent, just, 
ommsclent, and unafraId. He IS also great in mercy. Ob
serve the fact of the divine ,record of our deeds, (Rev. 
20:12), and the implications arising therefrom respecting 
personal accountability. 

III._ JEHOIACHIN AND ZEDEKIAH, (24:8-20). 
On the death of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin his son followed him 

on the throne at the age of eighteen years, and reigned "in 
Je!Usa.lem t~ree months,. (v. 8). Apparently, like his father, 
thIS king faIled to learn from the experience of his prede
cessors, for ~'he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord", (v. 9). He speedily felt the power of his suzerain 
lord, and was taken captive to Babylon, where he remained 
for a considerable time in prison, after which he enjoyed a 
measure of liberty, (vs. 16:25:27-29). This visit of Nebu
c~adnezzar to J ez:usalem resulted in a more drastic dealing 
WIth Judah than I~ the former onf;l. The city was besieged, 
(vs. 10, 11), then It surrendered, after which the enemy did 
what he pleased with the people and contents. With the 
king there went into captiv.ity his mother his servants his 
princes, his officers, and other leading m~n, and craft~men 
to the number of ten thousand, (vs. 12, 14, 15). Nebuchad
nezzar also plundered the treasures of the temple and the 
ki~g's house, (y. 13). Jerusalem w!is much poorer after 
thIS event both m persons and posseSSIons, yet the city itself 
w.as not destroyed, .and over it there was appointed another 
kmg named ZedekIah the uncle of Jehoiachin (v. 17' I. 
Chron. 3:15). He also did evil in the sight of the Lord ~nd 
brought f!nal disaster upon his people, (vs. 18-20). ' 

.Re.sp,:ctmg these final events observe the exercise of self
ynll I~ It~ refusal to learn fro!ll the experience of others, and 
ItS reJectIon of the way of righteousness with the resultant 
e~i1 consequences. Self-will is always contrary to the divine 
Will, therefore, those who would please God must deny self 
(~att. 16:24), a~d obey th~ higher will (II. Cor. 10:5). - Ir: 
thIS self-abnegatIOn there IS both pro'At and_ pleasure for 
God always seeks our highest welfare, and implants' His 
own joy in the hearts of those in touch with Him (John 
15.:11). Note may also be made of the fact that the wor
ShIP of God may be brought into disrepute through the 
actions of His worshippers. In our lesson the heathen rob 
tlJ-e ho~se of God, but this was made possible through the 
dIsobedIence of the Lord's people. If they had remained 
true no enemy could have overcome them. 



16 (456) TlHlE GOSPEL WITNESS March 8, 1934 

MEAL-TIME FOR THREE LUSTY YOUNGSTERS 
Hungry Because Healthy 

Do you know it is a good thing to be hungry ~ Hun
ger is often an indication of good health. Healthy 
people have good appetites. Parents of a family of chil
dren know tliat it requires more bread to feed the fam
ily when all are well than when some of them are ill. 

How happy the children are at meal-time I When 
dinner is announced, how eagerly they. respond I The joy 
of anticipation almost equals the joy of participation. 

They Axe Very Healthy 
That is why they are hungry. We do not appeal 

in discouragement. We are proud of, and thankful· 
for, our children. They are growing splendidly, and 
we are in no mind to put them on a diet, in the sense 
of limiting their supplies. The only diet they need is 
plenty, so that they may continue to grow. 

Happy Because Healthy and HUIIlIP'Y 
Unemployment is likely to impair one's health and 

appetite. Our children have plenty of work, and are 
therefore hungry, healthy, and happy. 

The Eldest is Lusty and Popular 
His name is Gospel Witness. He has a good voice, 

and makes himself understood wherever he goes. He 
. is a veritable globe-trotter. Our last report of his 

peregrinations informed us he regularly visits about 
sixty different countries. He beats Lindbergh and other 
travellers, in this, that he visits them weekly. His many 
friends tell us he is particularly welcomed by ministers 
and missionaries. He makes many calls on the sick 
and the aged. He is an industrious evangelist, and has 
been used of God to lead many to Christ. When occa
sion arises, he is a bit of a fighter too, for he has a 
fairly wide and favourable reputation as a defender 
of the faith. . 

He receives no salary, but it costs a good deal of 
money to pay for the paper clothes the printer make.s 
him. He does not travel Pullman, but gets reduced 
rates on the railways and steamships by being willing 
.to be tossed about in second-class mailbags. But, al
though he travels cheaply, he does not travel free. He 
carries no advertisements, hence advertisers pay him 
nothing. 

Will you help us to keep Son Gospel Witness trav
elling on his missionary journeys~ 
. The Secollld Boy is Rather Studious 

He does not move about, but stays at home with his 
books. He has unusual tastes. His favourite book is 
the Bible. He has a passion for the Book of ·books. 
The fact is, he selects all his other subjects of study 
with a view to enabling him the better to' understand 
the Bible. Hence, he has a penchant for Greek, and 
Hebrew, and English. He delves into church history, 
is interested in preachers and sermons, and missionaries 

and mission fields; and, indeed, in the whole field of 
human knowledge as it relates to the subject of .his 
supreme passion, the Bible. 

He has no gY,lDnasium nor athletic field, but keeps 
himself fit by exercising himself in teaching and preach
ing, and working hard at his books. He, too, aims to . 
be a globe-trotter, like his older brother; and while 
seeing this continent first, he is resolved to carry his 
message to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

.. This second boy of ours is rather expensive. His 
older brother, by his much travelling, makes friends 
who help to buy his clothes and pay his travelling ex
penses. The boy Sem (queer· name, but that is what 
we call him for short) is not so widely known as yet
but all the world will know him sQme day. Meantime 
we are asking his older brother to help him, by making 

. known his need. He is really a worthy and vigorous· 
son, with a prospect of great and ever-increasing use
fulness before him. 

Please send us a contribution for the boy Sem, 
and, incidentally, remember him in your will. (But call 
him by his full name in your will, T orc.nto Baptist 
~eminary', Jarvis Street, Toronto.) 

The Third Son Has a MarveUous Voice 
Excuse us if we seem a little boastful, but really Son 

Radio is-an extraordinary vocalist. Years ago an old 
man told us of one of the Baptist "elders" of the pio
neer days of whom he said, "He was a great preacher. 
One could hear him clear across three hundred acresl" 
But that is nothing to our boy Radio. We tested the 
range of his voice the other day, and from letters re
ceived we found he had been heard clearly over an 
area one million, six hundred and ninety thousand 
square miles in extent, in which there are living one 
hundred and four million people. We fear some of 
the one hundred and four million people were engaged 
in other matters, but they could have heard him had 
they listened. 

Very few preachers have a voice which combines 
qualities necessary to speaking and singing, but our 
boy Radio has. His singing is very popular, and many 
hearers say he plays the organ wonderfully well. . He 
is heard in countless thousands of homes, hospitals, 
sanitaria, hotels, restaurants, prisons, in cars on the 
road, by ships on the sea, in garages and school-houses, 
and pther places where people gather to hear him. As. 
a result of his ministry, sinners have been converted, 
saints edified, sufferers encouraged, mourners com
forted, workers. inspired, defenders of the faith 
strengthened, aged people cheered-and, almost cer
tainly, hundreds of thousands of ne~dy men and 
women and children of all classes, helped. 

Don't you think our boy Radio deserves a substan
tial gift to enable him to pay expenses as he carries 
on his work~ 

LEITER FORM 
To save you th'e trouble of writing a letter we have prepared the following form which you m.ay fill in. tear off. 

and enclose with your offering. 
To Jarvis Street Baptist Church. 130 Gerrard St. East. Toronto 2. Canada_ 

Find enclosed $ ................................................ for your Three Hungry Children. or for Gospel Witneas. Seminary. Radio (cro •• out 
any .not to participate in your gift). 

Name : ....................... _ ......................... __ .................................................................................................................... _ .. _ ...... _ .. 

Address : ................... _ ........ _ .................. _ ................................... _ ................ _. ___ ...... _ .... _ ... _ 
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