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"What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?"-Matthew 22:42. 

Prayer by Rev. W. Gordon Brown 

Almighty God, we approach Thee to-night through Thy Son 
Jesus Christ, with praise on our lips and in our hearts because 
of Thy gospel. We bless Thee that it is the good news of 
God; we rejoice that Thou hast thus spoken unto us, opening 
heaven, and giving us a word from the skies. We thank Thee 
that it is also the gosp'el of Christ, that in Him Who is Thy 
well Beloved, Thy unique Son, Thou hast spoken the language 
of men, that we might understand. We bless Thee too because 
it is the gospel of the kingdom of God, that Thou Whom the 
heavens and the heaven of heavens cannot contain, Who fillest 
immensity with Thy presence, hast condescended to dwell in 
the "hearts of men, to reign and rule in the lives of those who 
trust Thee. Receive our thanks for this Thy message to us. 

Receive also, 0 Lord, our supplications and our requests. 
Many .are our needs, and various. We pray especially for 
those who are careless. Mayhap some have wandered in here, 
or have tuned in. on their radio, without any motive of wor
shipping God, but by chance, as they think. Be pleased to 
show them that there is no chance in this, that Thou art not 
the God of chances, but the sovereign Ruler, Who dost direct 
even the careless, that they may hear Thy voice. 

Some doubtless are here to-night, or joining with .us by 
radio, who are like doubting Thomas, they wish they could 
believe. Lord, open their eyes that they may see, and, seeing, 
believe. Stand Thou in our midst and spread Thy hands; 
.show us Thy side; and in the light of the finished, glorified 
work of Christ, give men faith, 0 Thou Author and Finisher 
of ou;r faith. 

Others are bound-bound by unchristian customs, bound by 
circumstances, bound by sins and by Satan. .Do Thou, 0 
Christ, Who hast come to bring liberty to the captive, set 
them free; open the prison-house, and bring them out into that 
large place of liberty which is in Thyself. 

To the disappointed, the disillusioned, the discouraged, wilt 
Thou come; to those from whom. hope seems to have fled 
away; from whom the last star has faded. Give them more 
than starlight: give them the light of the Sun, the Sun of 
Righteousness. Let Him rise upon them with healing for 
their souls in nis wings. Teach them, when all others and all 
else have failed, to trust in God alone. So do Thou take Thy 

word and bless it to us, that our faith and trust may be in 
Thee alone, Thou llving God; and we shall give Thee the 
praise world without end, Amen. 

I have recently received a number of letters from inter
ested, and· apparently somewhat appreciative, radio hear-

, ers, telling me of the intellectual difficulties they experi
ence in construing Christ Jesus as God. I shall discuss 
that with you this evening, and I take this text merely as· 
a starting point, without intention of confining myself 
strictly to this text, but rather for the purpose of proving 
that Jesus Christ was both David's Son and his Lord. 

It is somewhat difficult to know where to begin with so 
vast a subject, or from what point of view to apprQach a 
subject of ·such tremendous importance. The apostles, 
when they went forth preaching the gospel, had no writ
ten N.ew Testament such as we have. They had the Old 
Testament scriptures, or at least had access to them, and 
very often they began their discourses with a description 
of the Person Whom they were commissioned to proclaim. 

I have no sympathy wlth those who approach a disputed 
subject, with a view to enlightening the minds of those 
who disbelieve the Bible, by temporarily ruling the Bible 
out of court. I believe the Bible speaks for itself, and 
that the Word of God-if it be the Word of God, as most 
of us here believe it is-can take care of itself. God, by 
the power of His Spirit, can through the Word work con
viction in the hearts of JDen, through the enlightenment 
of the mind. :;£ et I remember that the Apostle Paul often 
reasoned with people, and I have always' believed that the 
religion of .the Lord. Jesus is eminently reasonable. There 
is much in it, as there must be in the nature of the case 
if it is froin God, which is beyond the reach of human I 

reason, but there is nothing in it that is antagonistic or 
in any sense, contrary to, reason. God does not ask tmtt 



2 (626) THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 4. 1933 

any man stultify his intellect, or atrophy any of his men
tal faculties by disuse, in order to, the understanding or' 
acceptance of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel is 
at once the power of God and the wisdom of God. It will 
bear examination, and we have no fear whatever that 
Christianity will lose its case at any time in the- court of 
enlightened reason. 

So, if I approach the subject for a moment from an 
extra-biblical point of view, I do so, not with any apology 
for the Word itself, but merely that I may meet honest 
enquirers on their own ground; for I)am aware that many 
people who are not without religious interest, some of 
whom are called, and- profess and call themselves, Chris
tians, have been under the influence of men who have 
taught them that the Bible itself is not wholly true; that 
it is not inspired in every part; and that we must dis
criminate therein between truth and error. 

So too am I aware that in many Christian pulpits the 
doctrine of the essential Deity of Christ has been called 
in question, and if it has not been positively denied, it has 
been denied by implication. ,There are not wanting 
to-day those who have persuaded themselves that they 
may still be Christians, still hold fast to that which is in
dispensable to Christian faith, while yielding the central 
ana cardinal truth of the eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ. 

What shall we do with Jesus? There He stands as a 
character of history. However ,you view Him, He is a 
Person apart, One Who is unique. His manhood has been 
and is unequalled anywhere, and as a man He challenges 
the interest and admiration of the ages. The perfection 
of His moral character, the marvellous symmetry of His 
whole person, so perfectly balanced, so complete, is with
out parallel anywhere. As a teacher, even in this day. it 
is generally admitted that "never man spake like this 
man"; while His works had about them a quality which 
marked them as being different in many essential re
spects from the works of a mere man. 

That such a person as Jesus Christ lived is historically
indisputable. That He died, and that He died a shameful 
death, is equally beyond question. His resurrection and 
ascension to the right hand of God are alleged, and by 
many of us heartily believed; but that I may not go be
yond the present stage of your mental acquiescence in 
what I !Jay, I speak of the resurrection and ascension of ' 
Christ, for the moment, as of events alleged. That He, 
died, I say, a shameful death is beyond dispute. Notwith
standing, even to-day the world cannot get rid of Jesus 
Christ. 
, It is an extraordinary thing that One Who lived but a 
little more than thirty years, and Who died, as 'He is re
corded to have died, if He did not rise and ascend to 
heaven-I say, it is an extraordinary phenomenon tliat 
the name of such an one abides, and that men still must 
face the question as to who and what He is. The ques
tion, "What think ye of Christ?" has not become obsolete : 
He still challenges the thought of men, and we are all 
compelled to form some estimate of His character. 

We have then the name of Jesus Christ to deal with. 
Explain it as you may, His name survives. Yet I must 
be fair and say that it is not the only nam~ that survives. 
For example, that of Confucius who lived about half' a 
millennium before Christ, or Mohammed about half a 

'millennium after Christ. . Their names survive. But 
Confucianism was obviously an indigenous plant. It was 
like a tree restricted to a particular soil and climate, and 
it has never given evidence of being possessed of any 

quality of universality. Its seeds have never taken root 
far from home. As for Mohammedanism, it is associated 
in the minds of all thoughtful people with all that is dark 
and bestial and cruel. Whether you admit that the name 
of Jesus is a "name that is above every name" or not, you 
must at least acknowledge that it is a name apart from 
every name, and that there is no other name that is sig
nificant of so 'much that is incontrovertibly true and 
beautiful and powerful. 

All that is best in our civilization may be traced di
rectly to the'influence of Jesus Christ: the elements of 
righteousness is our jurisprudence; the care for the poor; 
the ministry 'to the sick; the sacredness of womanhood; 
the tender consideration of childhood-all these are pecu
liar to those parts of the world where the influence 'of 
Christianity-I am not now speaking of its direct power 
in the individual life, that later-:-but I say, all these 
things are peculiar to those countries where the influence 
of Jesus Christ has been regnant. Think also of the 
place of the name of Jesus in the world's literature. 

In Germany to-day Chancellor Hitler, so the news des
patches tell us, proposes to eliminate from German liter
ature the teaching' of certain prominent writers, such as 
Karl Marx. The libraries of Germany are to be carefully 
scrutinized and minutely examined, in order that all 
books containing any of their teaching may 'be removed 
and destroyed. . He may be able to succeed in doing that 
-and I suppose the world will not greatly lose by the 
deletion. But if one should set for himself the task of 
removing the name of Jesus Christ from the literature of 
Germany, and of the world, he would have a task indeed. 
The shelves of the libraries would be bare, and- certainly 
all that is truest and noblest in ,the literatures of the 
world would be destroyed.' I say, that is a simple fact' 
for which unbelieving men must find, if they are h~nest, 
some satisfactory explanation. ' 

If one were to speak of the place of the Lord Jesus in 
the world's art, whether of painting, or of sculpture, or 
of architecture, or of music, what would be left if Jesus 
Christ were removed?' That, too" is something worthy 
of consideration. 

I affirm that it is impossible to eliminate Jesus. I call 
Him, for the moment, "Jesus." He is entitled to other 
and supplementary names; but I am taking, for the mo
ment, the standpoint of men who honestly have some 
question as to the nature of Jesus, as to who and what He 
was, and whether indeed He now is. To all such I say: 
There stands that historical character, 'stilI challenging 
men's' investigation. 

I. 
It is fafr, surely, that we should hear, first of all, 

WHAT HE llAS To SAY FOR HIMSELF. I do not for the 
moment, raise the question of the inspiration and relia
bility of the biblical record. I suppose we know nothing 
without beginning with some form of assumption; we 
must proceed from some hypothesis; we must find a place 
of beginning. Well, here is at least the history of One 
called Jesus that is as reliable, to put it on the lowest 
plane, as any historical work extant. 

What has He to say for Himself? Where did His life 
'begin? At Bethlehem T Not according to His own 
testimony. Said He to the teachers of His day, "Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 
and was glad." They said unto him, "Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham ?" To which 
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the Man of Nazareth replied, "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Before Abra~am was, I am." 

Mark; therefore, that He cl"aimed for Himself some 
form of pre-existence. I could quote other scriptures 
which indicate that He Himself taught that His life did 
not begin at Bethlehem of Judaea, where after the flesh 
He was born in the days of Herod the king. 

Once more: He claimed for Himself a heavenly origin. 
He said, "No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which 
is in heaven." On another occasion He said, "Ye are 

. from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I 
am not of this world.". Again He said, "I came forth 
from the Father, and I am gone into the world: again I 
leave the world, and go to the Father." He not only 
claimed pre-existence therefore, but pre-existence in a 
heavenly state, and declared that He came from above. 

That, of course, does not necessarily establish the truth 
of His Deity; for angels have come from above. We 
must go farther than that. But I direct your attention 
to this, that there is no reliable record anywhere of. any 
other incarnation than that of Jesus Christ. Angelic 
spirits came in the form of a man, and again disappeared. 
But this is the only record that is in any sense reliable in 
which we have an account of one who was actually born 
of the flesh who 'claimed to have lived before that birth, 
and to have voluntarily taken upon Himself the form of 
humanity. 

Let us now take a step farther and observe that He 
claimed fo1'- Himself that th~ scriptures of the Ol.d Testa
ment were fulfilled in His person and in His work. Time 
would fail me to cite these scriptures, but you will re
member how frequently, particularly toward the closing 
days of His earthly life, He declared that certain things 
happened "that the scripture might be fulfilled". I am 
not now speaking of what other scripture writers say re
specting prophesy fulfilled in Christ, but of the direct 
testimony of Jesus Christ to Himself as recorded in the 
Bible. He declared that the scriptures of the Old Testa
ment-account for-them as you may, accept or deny their 
inspiration as you will, that is beside my point for the 
moment-He claimed that the scriptures ·of the Old 
Testament found fulfilment in His person and in His 
work. 

I would remind you too that. His works, His miracles, 
evidenced a superhuman power. But the miracles, or 
"signs", of the Lord Jesus, while they may be said to 
attest, and certify to, His Messiahship, do not prove His 
Deity per se. Others have wrought miracles beside 
Jesus. Moses wrought miraculously; so did Elijah; so 
·did Elisha. There are many miracles recorded in the Old 
Testament. There are miracles recorded in the New 
which were wrought through human instrumentality, 
rather than through the direct personal ministry of the 
Lord Jesus. But His miracles, His signs, certainly attest 

. His Messiahship: "This beginning of miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and marrifested forth his gI9ry." That 
His miracles were the result of the operation of super
natural power there could be no question to those who 
observed them; but the point I make is that the miracles 
of Jesus, insofar as they attested the Messiahship of 
Jesus Christ, confirmed His own testimony in respect to 
the fulfilment of Old Testament scripture concerning 
Himself. 

And they testify too, incidentally, the divine character 
of the Old Testament scriptures. Long before the event, 

with marvellous detail, certilin occurrences in the life of 
the Lord Jesus were predicted and fulfilled to the. letter 
in ways that show that the hand of the Lord was sove
reignly directing events-running history into the mould 
of prophecy. Thus the Lord Jesus claimed the fulfilment 
of Scripture in His person; and;by His miracles proved 
the validity of His Messianic claims. 

He claimed also again and again equality with God: 
"I and my Father are. one"; "Glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with thee before·the 
world was." He claimed to share with the Father His 
own divine glory, which He had had before the created 
order came into existence. Moreover His contemporaries 
so interpreted His claims, saying, "Thou, being a man, 
makest thyself God." 

Once more: J e8US Christ accepted worship. You will 
remember after His resurrection, as it is alleged at least, 
when Thomas, on the occasion of the gathering of the 
disciples together was shown His hands and His feet, and 
was invited to touch Him and feel fo~ himself. that He 
was verily the Christ, without being guilty of that pro
fane and vulgar touch, fell at His feet exclaiming, "My 
Lord and my God." Nor did Jesus rebuke him. But 
the apostles rebu~ed the people who wanted to worship 
them, when they brought out garlands and proposed 
sacrifice, calling one Jupiter and the other Mercury. Said 
the'apostles, "Why do ye these things? We also are men 
of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye 
should turn from these vanities unto the living·. God, 
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things 
that are therein." So did not the Lord Jesus when He 
was worshipped as God. 

Even the angel of the Revelation, who came to sh9w 
unto John "things which must shortly come to pass", re
fused to accept worship, saying, "See thou do it not: for 
I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, 
and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship 
God." ·No one but God is entitled to be worshipped. Yet 
Jesus accepted worship. If He was not entitled to it, 
then it would not only neu1{ralize, but would negative, 
every claim He made in His own behalf. 

Observe, too, that He predicted His death and resurrec
tion. Manifestly His death was His own voluntary act. 
They tried to kill Him, but could not. He chose the time, 
the place, and the manner, of His death; and declared, 
"No man taketh my life from me." His death was no 
accident. According to Him, it was predetermined. He 
declared' that He had come into the world to die, that He 
had received a commandment of His Father, and that He . 
laid down His life in obedience to that commandment. 
He further declared that at His own good pleasure He· 
would take His life again. 

According to the record-which is not wholly to be 
discounted, but which must, for argument's sake be ac
cepted, at least tentatively,-the prophecies He made ·re
specting Himself were to the letter fulfilled, and He rose 
again from the dead. So did Lazarus. But Lazarus' 
came forth at the call of Him Who was the resurrection 
and the life. Jesus rose from the dead because "it was 
not possible .that he should be holden of it". 

So then, if we take the testimony of Jesus Christ Him
self, He ascended to the Father, leaving the disciples His' 
promise that He would come again and receive them unto 
Himself; and that some day the heavens would be opened, 
and men should see the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon tl).e Son of man. I say, by His own 
stat~ment, His owp. testimony to Himself, we must admit 
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that He claimed to be none other than God manifest in 
the flesh. 

II. 
WHAT THEN DID HIS CONTEMPORARIES AND THOSE WHO 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED THEM SAY OF HIM? The centurion 
who superintended the crucifixion, and witnessed the 
supernatural accompaniments of that dark hour, declared 
his own belief that Jesus was the Son of God. The 
disciples who companied with Him in the days of His 
flesh, and who were specifically chosen to be witnesses of 
His resurrection, worshipped Him as God. "Him hath 
God exalted", said Peter, "with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour." So throughout the New Testa
ment, so far as it is recorded, the attitude of the dis
ciples, and their consistent practice, prove that Jesus 
Christ was, by the early church, riot merely reverenced 
as a man, but that He was worshipped as God. 

With this Personality before us we are forced back 
into the Bible. We cannot help it. We find this his
iorical Characterdilling this large place in the history of 
the past, and in the life of the world in the present; and 
we are compelled to relate Him to the Book which most 
clearly describes Him. When we do that we find that. 
the Old Testament scriptures are full of Jesus. The Old 
Testament is like the heavenly city that hath no need of 
the sun, or of the moon, or of the stars to shine in it, for 
"the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof". You find Him in Genesis, in Exodus, in Le
viticus, in Numbers, in Deuteronomy. You find Hini ap
pearing in His preincarnate state as the Angel of the 
covenant, as Jehovah of hosts; appearing and anon with-
drawing Himself. . 

The Old Testament scriptures predicted this Char
acter. They foretold His virgin birth, and said that His 
name should be called Immanuel, "God with us." That 
is in the Old Testament, and verified by the New. More
over, "His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there should be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever." That is what the Old Testament says about Him, 
and in a thousand other scriptures the same great b:uth 
is portrayed, because these Old Testament scriptures are 
carried forward into the New. Read the second Psalm, 
and you will wonder of whom the prophet is speaking. 

"Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and 
against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us. He that 
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have 
I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare 
the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my 
Son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I 
shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou 
s1:l,alt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them 
in pieces like a potter's vessel. Be wise now therefore, 
o ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in him." 

Remember too how, in the chapter we read this even
ing, the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews argues the 
superiority of Jesus Christ, not only to the' Levitical 
priesthood, but over the angels; for l).e says, "When he 
bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the 
angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his 
ministers a flame of fire." But in contradistinction to 
that high praise bestowed upon the angels it is written, 
"But unto the' Son he .saith, . Thy throne, 0 God, is for
ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom." 

The Apostle Paul, addressing the elders at Ephesus, 
speaking by inspiration, bade them to "take heed there
fore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Ghost hath~ made you overseers, to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchased with his own brood." 
The blood of Jesus Christ is declared in the New Testa
ment to be the blood of God. . 

I said to Mr. Brown in the vestry before coming in, 
"What an absurdity it is to try to set forth the Deity of 
Christ in one sermon!" We need all. eternity to do it; 
for-

"Oh, eternity's 'too short 
To utter all His praise." 

You will recall too that in a number of places in the 
Word of God creation is ascribed to J 6SUS Christ: "In 
the beginning was the Word,. and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the be
ginning with God. All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that was made." In 
the Epistle to the Colossians Paul declares, "By him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him. And he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist (or, hold together)." 
He is the Creator of all things that are. 

In the text I announced our Lord asks the question, 
"What think ye of Christ?" I suppose it is legitimate 
for preachers to treat that text as some have done: 
"What think ye of Him-as Teacher, Reformer", and 
whatnot. But that is not the question of the text. 
"What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?" You profit 
little by your thought of Christ if you do not know whose 
Son He is. That is the all-important matter, Who is 
He? 

The Scripture declares that He was divinely begotten, 
having a human mother, but no human father; that Fie 
was God manifest in the flesh. He Himself said, "All 
authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth. There 
is no one above me. There is no authority", said Jesus 
Christ, "in all the universe above mine." "Thou hast 
given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life to as many as thou hast given him." 

So could I continue fQr the next six months-and still 
scarcely have begun. In view of these considerations, on 
the authority of the Bible, and on the confirmatory testi
mony of ~ll history, substantiated by the persoqal exper
ience of countless millions of people who have proved that 
He is God-I affirm that Jesus Christ is God, that He is 
~he only God we know; for "no man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him." There is no way of really 
knowing' God save through Ilim Who is at o~ce the Son 
of God and. God the Son, Who declared, "I am the way, 
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the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by mE)." 

If these things be so, what news we have for the 
world! 
, A few days ago Premier MacDonald of England came 

to the United States. His visit was a great event. The 
ex-Premier of France came also,. to confer with President 
Roosevelt. Each of them was accompanied by a large 
number of. experts who were to be their counsellors. It 
was front-page news, was it not, of 'all the papers of the 
world? Everybody hoped the conference of these great 
leaders would issue in the solution of some of the eco
nomic problems from which the whole w9rld suffers to
day. But I have greater 'news than that, and it is this, 
that actually there came into this world from heaven none 
other than the Son of God Himself. He too was accom
panied by some from the land whence He came. ' There' 
flashes across my mind at the moment a suggestion as I 
recall that scene described in Luke's Gospel of the shep
herds in the fields. It is said, "And it came to pass, as 

-the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is to came to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us." When the 
shepherds and the wise'men came to Bethlehem they saw 
no corps of experts: they saw an Infant of days, wrapped 
in swaddling bands, Who was none other than the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. He came from heaven, into 
this sin-cursed, bankrupt, world to solve all its problems 
single-handed and alone. And He did it! The solution 
of every individual problem, of every racial and national 
problem, is in the hands of Jesus Christ. 

If that be true, that Jesus is God, what significance 
will you attach to the cross? What meaning will you 
apply to the empty grave? What shall we say of the, 
shining track, the path that leads from earth to heaven, 
to the open gates of pearl, and the priceless privilege of 
direct access to Incarnate Deity? We may have our 
debts paid-nay, rather, they are paid. We may have 
our sins washed away. We may have our natures 
changed. We may be born again, begotten of th,e Holy 
Ghost, made new creatures in Christ. We may have the 
germ of Heaven itself put within us-nay, rather, the 
life of God imparted to us; we may be grafted into that 
True Vine, and made partakers of its life; we may be
come members of His body "the fulness of him that fiIIeth 
all in all"; 

Do you think the Christian revelation is worth while? 
Do you think acceptance of Jesus Christ is reasonable? 
I tell you this, either you must have done with it, discard 
it, throwaway your Bible, and all belief in any element 
of the Christian revelation; or you must take it for what 
it claims to' be, a revelation of God Himself. Lay hold 
of God this evening, in Christ; for "God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto himself." Trust Him for 
your salvation here, and you will find that He has q,e
come to you the Author of salvation "with eternal glory". 

Let us pray:-
We worship Thee, Thou Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one 

God, through Him Who is the effulgence of Thy glory, and 
the express image of Thy person. We ,adore Thee. We 
would yield ourselves to Thee. We would fain love Thee as 
the Holy Spirit may enable us, for all that Thou hast shown 
Thyself to be in the manger, at the cross, at the empty grave. 
And in the track that leads to the open heaven and to the 
city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is 
God, we would in simple faith take the way of the Cross that 
leads home. Bless the testimony of Thy' word, for Thy 
glory's sake, Amen. 

SAUL AND JONATHAN 
A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, April 27th, 1933. 

Twentieth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures 
on Biblical Theology which is included in the 

Curriculum of Toronto Baptist Seminary 
(Stenographically Reported) 

Lesson Text: I Samuel, chapters 13 :19 and U. 
We begin our study this evening at the nineteenth 

verse of the thirteenth chapter of First ,Samuel: "Now 
there was no smith found throughout all the land of 
Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make 
them swords or spears: but all the Israelites went down 
to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and 
his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had 
a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the 
forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it 
came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither 
sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people 
that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and 
with Jonathan his son was there found. And the garri
son of the Philistines went out to the passage of Mich
mash." 

I. 
One of the subjects now engaging the thought of the 

statesmen of the world is the problem of disarmament. 
The ancient Philistines settled that problem themselves: . 
they went into the land of Israel and destroyed all the 
smithies, and all the places where spears, or swords 
could be made. And not only that, but they destroyed 
the facilities for' making ploughshares, coulters, axes 
and other implements of husbandry; so tbat when 'the 
time of battle came Israel was found unarmed, for "there 
was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but 
with Saul and with Jonathan his son". 

I know it is almost treason to say it, and I am 
sure that a great many of our idealists, our theorists, 
would denounce one for suggesting it, but I personally 
am of the opinion that national disarmament can be car
ried too far. I' should like to see all the smiths in Israel 
-I do not mean, of course, the people whose name is 
Smith-but all the smiths in Israel destroyed-providing 
all that are in Philistia could be destroyed at the same 
time. But it is national suicide to destroy them on one 
side of the line, and to allow them to flourish on the 
other. 

I suppose, in some respects, Britain's prestige was 
never so low as it is to-day. There was a day when no 

'nation on earth would ever have ventured to treat Brit
ish subjects as the British engineers have recently been 
treated in Russia. Russia would have been compelled to 
come to heel in other days. We have in that single in
ternational instance an example of the uselessness of 
talking to people about their duty, when there is no 
force with which to compel their obedience to principles 
of righteousness. 

Of course we regret that men should be engaged in 
the business of making armaments. It is deplorable that 
so much money should have to be spent in warships and 
in armies. But personally I see no way out of it; and 
the advocates of peace, who aim to bring about peace by 
the reduction of armaments to the point even of danger, 
I fear are the worst enemies of the Empire. They do 
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. not intend to be, but it will be a sad hour when· the day agriculture, designed to further the welfare and the 
of battle comes if there is neither spear nor sword to be upbuilding of the nation, to provide its people with bread 
found in all the land of Israel. to eat, clothes to wear, and houses in which to live. That 

There was a time when I used to think that certain is the end of education; to train men and women-even 
great men had found a secret passage to the citadel of so-called secular education-in the art of living, and to 
wisdom, and that their words. ought not to be disputed. make life comfortable and easy for others. Religiously, 
I have respect for Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. He is a very' it is to train men and women to know the Word of God, 
excellent man in many ways. At the same time, I can -to know the gospel, and to know how to preach it. 
never forget that had his counsels prevailed in the day But what have we to-day? I do not believe the prin
of stress there would now be no British Empire to gov- ciples of 'Bolshevism are anywhere so rampant as they 
ern. It was someone else who preserved and conserved are in many of our education institutions. If the prin
to us our privileges as British citizens. Mr. MacDonald ciples that are taught by professors, and adopted by the 
in those days was unjustly looked upon as bein~ pro- students, were to become operative, we should have 
German, as everybody was who was not prepared to re- Russia at home. It is sheer anarchy in many instances. 
sist Germany. It is all very well to say the world is Religiously, and indeed politically too, the Philistines 
in a very sorry plight. But I suppose you have read have taken possession of the smithies. I do not know 
something about Germany in recent days? Badly off in this country' where you can find a school of any de
as we all are, I am still thankful tha:t the British flag nomination where thorough work is done, where the 
flies at the top 'of the mast, and that we have not yet Bible is honoured, where that is not the case:' We are 
had to surrender our citizenship, as we should have done not alone as Baptists in our fight against the univer
if the counsels of the pacificists had prevailed. sities. I talked with a man the other day-I will not 

But there is a spiritual application to this principle, mention his name-whom I met on the train, a graduate 
for there are spiritual Philistines as there are spiritual of McMaster University. I said to him, "If I had 
Israelites. During the Great War we did not accomplish money enough I could take every cent of your endow
very much until the principle of unity of command, was ment away from you, for you know that McMaster Uni
recognized and applied. Our Lord Himself, when they veI'sity stole the McMaster estate, and has prostituted 
charged against Him that He cast out devils by Beelze- it to a purpose directly opposed to that which was in the 
bub, the prince of the devils, laid down the principle that mind of the donor when he left his estate to found an 
a kingdom ·or house that is divided against itself cannot' institution dedicated to the cause of Christian Educa
stand. The principle of unity of command was recog- tion." To which my friend replied, "Nothing is more 
nized in the lower regions long ago,-and it is the same uncertain than the opera,tion of the law, but I do not 
old devil who is in command among Baptists, Presby- dispute what you say. I know very well that McMaster 
terians, Anglicans, and among Methodists if there are UniYersity is not teaching what Senator McMaster in
still any to be found. He is certainly an interdenomin- tended it should teach." Of course it· is' not. They stole 

, ationalist, and has no objection to belonging to any the smithies. They are making implements, not for 
church, or to all churches put together. His' work in Israel, but for Philistia; not to build up the faith of 
these days is to destroy the smithies where swords and Christ, but to destroy it. 
spears may be produced, and it has been most interest- That is the principle here enunciated. That is why 
ing, and most confirmatory of one's faith, to study the Toronto Baptist Seminary was founded. The Seminary 
problems of all Christian bodies to-day. . is an Israelitish smithy. We expect our students to ,be-

l had a report sent me last week by Professor Machen come polished shafts, spears, swords, ploughshares, and 
who was under the necessity of withdrawing from coulters, sharpened so that they will not only be able 
Princeton Theological Seminary, and establishing, iIi to plo.ugh the Lord's fields, and cultivate ~very par~ ?f 
cooperation with Professor Dick Wilson, the world- the vm~yard of the Lord for the productIon of spmt
famous Hebrew scholar, a new theological 'seminary ual frUIts, but .that they may be armed also for the de
known as the Westminster Theological Seminary in fense of .the faIth., 
Philadelphia. Dr. Wilson has since died. This report !hat IS one reaso~ for our study here! and f~r the 
sent by Professor Machen is an analysis of the religious eXIstence of the Semmary,. and we. have It ?ere I? the 
situation in th.e Foreign Mission Board of the Presby- ~Id Tes~ament, as we. s~e It opez:atmg now m natIon8;l, 
terian body of the United States. A few years ago some mternat!onal, and relIgIOUS, affaIrs. I commend thIS 
of us had something to do with the Foreign Mission situ- blacksmIth shop across th~ courtyard to all. of you! It 
ation in the Northern Baptist Convention of the United needs support. And I thmk we shall contm~e to turn 
States, as well as with the Foreign Mission .Board of out-as we already have-some good blacksmIths too. 
our own Convention, as it then was. But wherever you 
study it, you will find the same principles are followed. 
You cannot resist the' conclusion that the same dark 
spiritual intelligence, the ruler of the darkness of this 
world, is guiding the enemies of Evangelical Christian
ity everywhere. 
, And I will tell you what he inspires those enemies to 
do: to destroy all the smithies of the land to lay hold of 
educational centres. What are colleges and universities 
for if not to produce trained men and women for con
struGtive and defensive. pur'poses? They had smiths for 
the making of ploughshares, of mattocks, of axes, and 
so on. These were constructive implements used in 

II -- '--:- .. 

Another character is introduced to us in the four
teenth chilpter. He is named in the thirteenth, but-little 
is said of him. The situation which I have described 
had brought about a very sad state' of affairs in Israel. 
Saul's army, which had formerly numbered over three . 
hundred thousand, had dwindled first to three thousand, 
and the three thousand, in turn, had decreased to the 
number of six hundred. All that Saul had with him at 
this time was six hundred men. On the other hand, the 
Philistines were as grasshoppers; they were, numer
ically, overwhelmingly superior to Israel. Again, Israel 

". 

" 
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were unarmed. If we are to interpret this passage lit
erally the only armed men in Israel, thoroughly equipped 
for the battle, were Saul and his son. It is no wonder 
the six hundred were filled with fear! 

We have to do this evening particularly with the char
acter of Jonathan. H~ has not yet met the sori of Jesse 
-that is another chapter of this interesting history. As 
yet he appears before us as the son of Saul. 

J onath'an is one of the very finest characters describ
ed in Scripture. In my own thought, I always class him 
with Joseph, as a man against whose character nothing 
is charged by the inspired writers. He seems to have 
been a man of unusual balance of mind, and of real moral 
force, "a man who 'counted for something wherever he 
was. 

In this chapter we find Jonathan and his armourbearer 
holding a conference. Jonathan proposes that they two 
should discover themselves to the Philistines; that they 
should go through a narrow passage, and emerge on the 
other side, and show themselves to the enemy. They 
would ask of the Lord a sigI\: if the enemy should bid 
them come, then they would understand that it was wise 
for them to advance; if the enemy should bid them wait 

, until they should meet them: then they would under
stand that it was not the part of wisdom for them ,to 
attempt ~o fight alone. 

Jonathan and his armourbearer climbed on their hands 
and feet, up this difficult pass, and showed themselves 
to the Philistines. They met them with scorn, saying, 
"Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where 
they had hid themselves.", Jonathan, with his armour
bearer, advanced when the Philistines issued their chal
lenge, and in the space of about half an acre slew twenty 
men-and panic seized the enemy's host. There was a 
great trembling, and they began to melt away, and to 
destroy one another; "so the Lord saved Israel that day", 
and wrought a great victory, not by the hand of a multi
tude, nor by the hand of six hundred, but by the hand 
of Jonathan and his faithful armourbearer. 

I think the story provides a very useful lesson in the 
importance of developing in our Christian service the 

'spirit of individual initiative. Jonathan dared to do 
something alone. Without consultation with his father, 
without holding a public meeting, without being appoint
ed on a committee, without waiting to effect an elaborate 

• organization-he alone, supported only by his armour
bearer, who was himself inspired by his master's cour
age, put. the Philistines to flight. 

You are studying, among other things, Church His
tory. It is extremely important that we should be in
structed in respect to the life and work of those who 
have gone before us, and that we should know something 
of the beginnings of movements with which we now 
have to deal, that we should learn from what apparently 
small springs these great movements grow. We need 
to learn too that the problems of our day are really not 
so new as uninstructed people imagine them to be; that 
they are but a recrudescence of older orders' of things, 
and that we have to fight the same battles as our fathers 
fought, to meet the same problems, and to find some solu
tion for the same difficulties. 

In your study of history I suggest this line of enquiry, 
for I hope you do not simply read a text-book to remem
ber what the author says. I hope you do not listen to 
lectures 'merely that you may store your minds with the 
principles expounded, but that you take the information 
thus supplied, as the raw material, and think things 

. 
through. I say, in your study of Church History, see 
if you can find any instance where a great movement of 
any kind was set in motion, and ultimately carried out, 
'by the concerted ,effort of a large number of people. On 
the contrary, wh~n you think of these great movements, 
there always rises up in your mind the name of some 
one man who was identified with the movement, and out 
of whose initiative the movement grew. Which is to 
say, it has always been God's way to lay His hand upon 
individuals who were surrendered to His service, and, 
putting His Spirit in them, they have been inspired to 
dare to do as ,individuals that which the Spirit of the 
Lord led them to see ought to be done. 

As for you students, you belong, as we Regular Bap
tists all do, to a comparatively small body. We have not 
many churches. We have not a large organization, with 
a great many preaching stations, hungrily and eagerly 
waiting for a Seminary student to come to break to them 
the Bread of Life. What is the purpose of 'the Semin
ary? The Seminary aims, not to produce-how shall I 
puf it ?-committee men, board members, religious no
nentities, who cannot do anything until somebody tells 
them what to do. That is not what the Seminary exists 
for. The Seminary exists to produce Jonathans, to pro
duce men and women who, God being' with them, will 
dare to go out alone to do something in His name. 

Go back to the Acts of the Apostles and you will find 
the same principle obtains. It is true that the church 
at Antioch sent forth Paul and Barnabas, but how did 
the church at Antioch come into existence? How did 
!lny of the churches com~ into existence? 
'I can say this because I am a member of the Board

I have belonged to a great mariy wooden things in my 
time. When the members of a Board put all their 
heads together, as the late John MacNeill would have 
said, "What a lot of wood there is in one place then!" 
But I cannot think ,for other people. I cannot plan for 
other people, except in a general way. If the red-hatted 
generals of Saul's army, with the big brass generals 
that Kipling would talk about, had held a council of war, 
they would ,have counselled Jonathan not to make this 
dangerous venture. Nobody thought of it but Jonathan. 

So it has been always, at home and abroad. The 
foundations of all missionary work have been laid by 

, an individual who was certain in his or her own heart 
that God had commissioned him or her to do some thing, 
and in obedience to God has gone forth to do or to dare 
in the service of the Lord. 

That is what we need in our own church, people who 
are possessed of a holy inventiveness; who will devise 
new ways of making attacks upon the enemy; who will 
find ways of distributing tracts, holding meetings, giv
ing their testimony; and who will not wait for somebody 
else to send them out. ' 

That requires certain qualities. It requires wisdom. 
It requires exactly what Paul prayed for in his prayer 
for the Ephesian Christians, "the spirit of wisdom and. 
revelation in the knowledge of him (Jesus Christ)." It 
requires a wisdom that is penetrating, discerning, that 
will recognize the inner quality of things, and will rec
ognize also an opportunity when it presents itself. 

A multimillionaire died a few years ago in New York 
City, a great philanthropist who had not only_made 
money, but who had used his money for the benefit of 
his fellows. He had 'been everybody's helper. He had 
not lived unto himself. But he began life as a very poor 
boy. He could not get work of any sort, and he did the 
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desperate thing thai you find men and women doing to
day: he attempted to sell things from door to door~ He 
had a few pennies and he bought a few articles and set 
out to sell. Door after door was closed against him; the 
people would not buy. At last he exposed all his wares, 
and said, "Is there nothing here you want,. madam?" 

. "No, nothing; you have nothing I want." "What would 
you buy if I had it?" "Let me see; I do need so-and 
so; if you had that, I would buy." "Thank you", he 
said; and went to the next door-with the same result. 
"Do you want anything I have?" "No." "What would 
you buy if I had it?" The housewife named something 
else. So he went down the street, and by the time he 
got to the end of the street he had a list of things people 
wanted, and would buy if he had them. "I have been 
foolish", he said, "I have been trying to sell things 
people do not want." He bought the articles the house
wives had named, and went back. "I have what you 
want", he said at the first door, and the lady bought it. 

That man built up a business, employing thousands· of 
people, and yielding him a fortune of many millions of 
dollars, on the principle of supplying people with what 
they wanted and needed at the moment. He did not go 
to a business school to learn that: it was the application 
to business of a little common sense. He dared to do 
what others were not doing. 

Apply that principle to the gospel. We are not, of 
course, to supply people with what they want: we are 
to supply them with what they need. But we are to de
velop initiative and inventiveness,· and to recognize 
where the failures of religious organizations now lie, and 
endeavour to present the gospel in such a way as will 
challenge attention, and bring results. 

Of course you may dare to do absurd things. I saw 
a man in Los Angeles wearing a coat with a text of 
scripture embroidered on his back.. I do not know who 
did it, whether his wife or not, but the text was set out 
in quite large letters stitched on to his coat. I do not 
say that he did not do good, but he would have done me 
no good. It is quite possible to be original, and to suc
ceed in being very foolish in your originality. 

But th~ majority of people are like sheep. There 
are always more followers than leaders. There are 
people who follow the fashion in religion as in other 
things. Jonathan was a pathfinder, a pioneer. He dared 
to do the unusual thing. It required a little discern
ment. He did not go up the face of the rock where there 
was no possibility of his reaching the top: he looked 
about until he found that narrow passage. I cannot 
vouch for the accuracy of the report, but I read that. 
in Allenby's campaign in Palestine in the last Great 
War, an officer who knew the Bible, and knew this story 
of Jonathan, read it again and said to himself, "If that 
is .true, while centuries have passed since then, there is 
still that path to be found in the rock; and he searched 
until he found it. And the same path which Jonathan 
and his armourbearer used facilitated Allenby's victory. 

Look for a path. There is nothing brave in knocking 
your head against a stone wall. Mere obstinacy is not 

- bravery. You can throw your life away attempting the 
impossible, a something that would yield no profit if 
you could accomplish it. Have wisdom. Attempt that 
which is within reason, plus faith in God; for faith. is 
never unreasonable. 

It required, of course, courage as well. I learned a 
lesson from a Jew to-day.· I was driving along a cer-

tain street, and his wagon was at a corner where I· 
wanted to turn; I had to turn out and go around the 
wagon. My windows on his side were up-fortunately, 
for my comfort. I did not like the look of his wagon, 
and I think it was as malodorous as it was ugly. He 
had all sorts of things in it, with a dirty old quilt 
thrown over the back. As I looked at that wagon I said 
to myself, "I have thrown away far better things than 
he has there. What use can he make of that junk?" 
Who of us would not be ashamed to be found in charge 
of such an aggregation of rubbish? How would you 
like to drive one of those wagons? I saw the Jew com
ing along the street-the wagon was standing. He had 
on a coat that was never made for him: it was like one 
I gave to a Jew on one occasion. He came begging 
at my door for clothes one day some y:ears ago, and 
I told him that unfortunately my clothes were of a 
size that I had difficulty in giving them away. In 
those days we used to wear double-breasted Prince 
Albert coats, mine were of broadcloth; and it was al
most impossible to wear them out. More for fun than 
anything else I brought one of my coats down to him 
and said, "That would be no good to you, would it?" 
"Good to me? Sure! Let me have it." He was not a 
tall man. He took off his coat, and put mine on, wrap
ping it around him a little-although I did not need as 
large a coat then as I do now. He walked up and down, 
with the coat nearly trailing the ground. "That will do 
fine for me to wear in Jerusalem; I am going to start 
next week." There is nothing profane in what I now 
say. He picked up the skirt of that coat and exam
ined a little hole the moths had eaten. He held it up to 
me, and with fine indignation said, "Gosh! What did 
you let them do that for?" I said, "I do not know; I did 
not watch the operation." But I am sure he would have 
walked down the street quite unabashed, and certainly 
Solomon in all his glory was never so arrayed! 

The Jew I saw to-day had not my coat on, but one 
almost as long as mine would have been. Really he was 
a wreck. I think he must have been a Nazarite, for he 
had not seen a barber shop for a long, long time. And it 
looked as though he had been very economical in the 
matter of soap and water. There, with his evil smelling 
and nasty looking wagon, was he. I said to myself, "It 
takes a bit of courage to· go into a business like that." 
Then I reflected, "Very probably he is independent of 
all his neighbours, and could in all probability buyout 
half the respectable people in town, simply because he 
does not care the proverbial fig for what anybody thinks 
about him." 

I do not recommend that you be so unmindful of 
public. opinion, or of all tonsorial- requirements, as to 
present such an aspect as he did, but I do suggest that 
spiritual fortunes lie in the direction of spiritual inde
pendence: When we are ready to. dare to do things that 
we know to be right, and that have in them potentialities 
for good, careless of human opinion, we shall be able to 
accomplish something, as Jonathan· did. 

That course requires initiative. Jonathan needed cour
age whim he met the enemy, but he needed it more when 
he left the army behind him and enterprised something 
on his own account. 

I pray the Spirit of God may call you students in 
such a way, and so equip you for service, that you may 
be possessed of a spirit of daring that will say, "God is 
in. His heaven; the resources of Heaven are at the com-
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mand of faith. I will do something, whether anybody up to some man who can lead, and reinforce him, second 
else does or not. I will attack the Philistines single- his every effort. 
handed, if necessary." The Lord sent the disciples out in New Testament 

Work that out. It admits of almost endless elabora- times two by two, like Jonathan and his armourbearer. 
tion and application. A wealth of opportunity lies be- I am sure, that as they went out two by two, there was 
fore the man who will dare, with a holy faith, to at- a,lways one who was stronger than the other, always one 
tempt great things in the name of the Lord. That was who had a little more initiative than the other. 
Carey's motto: "Attempt great things for, God: expect Sometimes it is possible to work in a team, side by 
great things from God." side, two men equally matched who will put God's work 

I call your attention to this fact, that Jonathan did . first, and who will never become jealous of each other, 
not engage in the hazardous venture with a blare of two women equally matched who will become devoted to 
trumpets and with waving banners. They did not have each other, and who together will carryon the Lord's 
a banquet to give him "a sendoff." That is the way they work. It is not easy to work in a team. Talk about 
do in the modern church. When they propose to storm team work! In Ireland when I was there some years 
the gates of hell, they have a great banquet to initiate ago I was interested to find that there are two arch
the movement-but the movement seldom gets beyond bishops, the Archb'ishop of Dublin and the Archbishop 
the banquet! I have seen many banquets which ended of Armagh. When they are apart they are equal in 
only in religious snores. Jonathan did not wait for a ~tanding, but when they are both present' anywhere 
farewell party: he slipped away so quietly that nobody Armagh takes precedence over Dublin. When apart 
knew he was gone. they have equal status, but when in the same place the 

He was something like another young man of whom Archbishop of Armagh is the Primate. The same thing 
the world has heard. Did you grow a little bit weary a obtains in England: Canterbury precedes York. 
year or so ago of reading the accounts of what certain There are some archbishops who had better remain 
people were going to do, of the aeroplanes that did not apart. They will be happier. That coming together, 
start, one had a leaky valve, another had, some other and' yielding precedence to another, is a difficult job. 
defect. Or there was too much fog, or the meteorolog- But what I point out this evening is that it is sometimes 
ical conditions were unsatisfactory; but they waited day more difficult, but more effective, to work as a tandem 
after day, until it seemed as though they never would tHan ,as a team. Can you be one of the tandem? the 
get off. How unlike a young man who dropped down second one? There are some people who will not play 
from the clouds in a certain part of the United States, in the orchestra unless they are allowed to play first 
and went to bed for three hourlil, and then came out, got fiddle-I beg your pardon, I should have said "first I 

into his monoplane, and started off without saying any- violin." It was Jonathan and his armourbearer, never 
thing to anybody. The world knew nothing more about the armourbearer and Jonathan. I fancy that passage 
him until the same moth-like thing dropped down from was so narrow that there was not room for them to make 
the clouds, and a young man said, "Is this Pads ?"-and their way side by side: they had to make their way one 
Lindburgh introduced himself to'the world. His success after the other. There are some places in life like that, 
was no accident, for his subsequent career has been where you have to go Indian file. Can you do that? 
marked by the same fine deportment. The quali~ies Abraham went out-and Lot "went with him". Be an 
that manifested' themselves in that solo flight were in- Abraham if you can, but if you cannot, be a Lot and 
bred in him. I hope to see him President of the United follow an Abraham. Do one or the other, but do some-
States. He is a man of large capacity. thing. That is an introduction to Jonathan's character. 

That is the way to do the Lord's work. IV. 

III. Very hastily I call your attention to two or three 
Here, next, is A LESSON IN THE POWER OF EXAMPLE. things. When all this happened, and the people who were 
When the victory was won, and the Philistines were assembled with Saul saw that the Philistines were ready 

melting away, and their swords were turned, each man's to run, they came to the battle. You can always get 
against his fellow, and when Saul and his men learned people to come to the battle after the battle is turned. 
of what was happening, they said, "Who did it?" Saul We saw the same principle in .Gideon's day, when the 
had to take a census to find out who was missing! The Ephraimites came, after Gideon had made the enemy 
Bible is one of the most amusing books in the world. run., Some people arrive just after the fire has been 
It is full of humour. Here is a man who sIlpped away put out. They get on the field of battle after the enemy 
without saying a word. He accomplished, with the 'help is far enough away not to be able to. shoot to kill any
of his armourbearer, what the six hundred feared even body. I suppose that sort of person is useful. If you 
to attempt, and when the thing was done they did not cannot be Jonathan, and if you cannot be his armour
even know the name of the man who had done it: they bearer, can you get into the procession and help to chase 
had to take a census to find out that Jonathan was the enemy? 
missing. There were some Hebrews living in Philistia before 

And another man was missing too. Do not forget that time. There are always Hebrews resident in Phil
the other man. He is not even named. History has istia. Do you know what would happen if the Lord 
preserved no record of his parentage, or whence he sent a great revival? If thousands should be converted? 
came. He was simply Jonathan's armourbearer. He If the stigma, the reproach, attaching to evangelical 
was Jonathan's shadow, his unnamed second self. I do orthodoxy were removed, we should have a'host of He
not suppose tliat armourbearer had it in him to be Jona- brews coming back from Phili~tia. The deserters from 
than. I do not suppose he had it in him to initiate what the camp of the Modernists would say, "Of course, I was 
Jonathan initiated. But he had it in him to follow. If in a difficult position, but I have always believed with 
you cannot be a good leader, be a good follower. Warm - you. I have always believed with you"! Of course they 
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did-but they were careful to keep quiet about it until it 
was safe. The Hebrews came back from Philistia. That 
is one of the fruits of revival. When there is a revival, 
and the Philistines run, backsliders will run home. Those 
who have flirted with Philistia, and kept company with 
the world, the flesh and the devil, will say, "Let us go 
home." And they come back. . 

"Likewise all the men of Israel which had hid them
selves in Mount Ephraim, when they heard that the 
Philistines fled, even they also followed hard after them 
in the battle." One can almost see th.em. "Are they 
running? Are they running?" When they were quite 
sure the enemy was running they said, "Hurrah! Let 
us chase them too." What a war-cry went up! 

And all this grew out of the courageous initiative of 
one man. That is all God ever asks, for one man to 
be given entirely to His service-and He will bring 
wonders to pass. But he must not. be sensitive; rather, 
he must be ready to endure all things for the elect's 
sake. 

"So the Lord saved Israel that day: and the battle 
passed over unto Bethaven." I said Jonathan, did I, 
and· his armourbearer? Yes, and the men who were as
sembled with Saul? And the Hebrews who came home 
and helped fight? And the people who were hiding 
away, and who also swelled the numbers? But the pen 
of inspiration says, "The Lord". Not Jonathan, nor 
the armourbearer, not the Hebrew backsliders, not those 
who came out of their hidingplaces-not anybody. "The 
Lord saved Israel that day." He always does. '~Salva
tion belongeth unto the Lord." 

THE 105th ANNUAL MEETING OF JARVIS STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

The one hundred and fifth Annual Meeting of JarVis Street 
Church was held last Friday evening, April 28th. There w~s 
a fine attendance af members, a delightful spirit of unity was 
eviaent, while gratitude to God filled all hearts, and thanks-
giving was upon all lips. . 

Reports were received from the following departments of 
the . church's work: Deacol).s' Board, Treasurer's Report, 
Clerk's Report, Communion Fund Treasurer, House Commit
tee, Bible School, Junior Gospel Lantern Service, Women's 
Gospel Service, Senior Dorcas Society, Home Branch of the 
Junior Dorcas Society, Foreign Branch of the Junior Dorcas 
Society, Mission Band, Choir, and Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Every one of these auxiliaries reported a happy and pros
pe.rou~ year. Financially, J~s S~reet, like every other in
stItutIOn, has suffered a declIne of mcome. This was antici
pated! . however, 8;t the be~ning of the year, and care was 
exerCIsed to curtaIl expendItures, with the result that we were 
able to close the church year with a balance in all funds except 
~he Seminary Fund. The interest of the Seminary, however, 
m several estates amounts to more than· the deficit so that 
the Seminary is quite in the fashion in reporting a deficit be
cause some of its assets are "frozen." May they soon thaw 
out I 

The total income from all sources was $60,498.58. If THE 
GoSPEL WITNESS, Toronto Baptist Seminary, and the Radio 
be recognized as missionary enterprises-as they certainb~ 
are--Jarvis Street spent on the operation of the church 
$27,547.50, and for missions and benevolences, $32,95108 0; 
54% of the entire income to the latter objects . , 

Additions to the church for the year were· 173.· For the 
past eleven years Jarvis Street has elected seven deacons to 
serve for two years. This was election year. There was one 
vacancy on the D~acons' Board. The six of the former two 
years were re-elected, with the addition of the seventh Mr 
J. J. Burton. The seven deacons are as follows: Cha~. H: 
Bro~low, J. J. Burton, Geo. Greenway, J. G. Hyde, J. E. 
Jennmgs, A. E. Maton, and O. L. Raymer. By unanimous 
vo~ of the church, on recommendation of the Deacons it was 
decIded to allow the office of deaconess in Jarvis Street' Church 
to lapse. Following is the Deacon's Report: 

REPORT OF THE DEACONS' BOARD OF JARVIS 
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH 

As ,Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Church Jleld 
Friday Evening, April 28th, 1933 

With hearts full of thanksgiving and praise ~e present 
this report and! in doing so, acknowledge once more the 
goodness and faIthfulness of our God. The year just closed 
ha~ been one of anxi~ty and. distress, even to many of God's 
chIldren, and the membershIp of this church has not been 
exempt; but the Lord has graciously sustained, and has 
proved the faithfulness of Him Whose Word says "No good 
thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly." The 
Treasurer's report shows that the good· hand of God has 
been upon us throughout the year. 
No~ only have we been blessed materially, but to the praise 

of HIS name we are· able to report that the spiritual life 
of the church has never been better. There is no root of 
bitterness among us, and perfect harmony. obtains. Con
sequently, the Lord is able abundantly to bless the ministry 
of His word which has been faithfully .preached by our 
beloved Pastor. The doctrines of grace are declared with 
no uncertain sound. New fads and fancies are given no place 
in the pulpit of Jarvis Street Church. The old gospel of 
salvation through the blood, redemption and justification 
through faith in the atoning work of· the Lord Jesus, are 
unhesitatingly declared to be the sinner's only hope; and 
the great truths of His death, resurrection, ascension, and 
coming again, find a place in every sermon; the result being 
that at almost every· service people respond to the invitation 

. and come to the front, either seeking the Lord, or thus pub
licly confessing their faith in Him. Few· Sundays pass 
without some following their Lord in baptism. Recently 
fourteen were baptised at one service. Thus does God honour 
His word, and His servant. 

We record with thankfulness the continued prosperity of 
our Bible S'chool. Each department has its own Superin
tendent and staff of teachers who visit absentees, and use 
the opportunity thus given for presenting the gospel to the 
parents, and inviting them to the services of God's house. 
The number of children and young people attending the 
School is farge. On a recent Sunday.1,420 were present, and 
there was an average attendance for the year of 1,027, 
most of whom remained to the morning service. 

Toronto Baptist Seminary, which is a department of the 
church, continues its good work., and has a large attendance 
of students. A fine feeling· of fellowship and friendship 
exists between Faculty and students, and the Sem~nary is a 
benediction to all concerned. . 

This also applies to the excellent service rendered by our 
choir and orchestra, who voluntarily give themselves to the 
service of praise as unto the Lord, and not unto men. 
Mention must also be made of our excellent organist and 
choir leader who are worthy of our best thanks for their 
efficient service; 

Our report would be very incomplete if we omitted to 
mel).tion the prayer services which are quite a feature ·of 
Jarvis Street Church. Visiting pastors are often amazed, 
and wonderingly ask, "How is it possible to sustain three 
large prayer meetings a week, in addition to two or three 
smaller ones?" The secret is that the people love to come 
to pray and praise. There is no address or other attraction 
save that, of the presence and power of the Spirit of God. 
The services are bright, and the presence of the Lord is 
realized. Weare sure it is in answer to prayer that we 
have received blessing in such large measure in the sal
vation of sinners .and in the upbuilding of God's people. 

The Tuesday evening meeting is a missionary prayer service, 
when news from both home and foreign fields is given, and 
when prayer.is offered specially for our missionaries. It is 
perhaps not ~erally knoWn that we have twenty-eight mis
sionaries who are members of this church: nineteen in China, 
one in Jamaica, three in Africa, two in Brazil, one in Pales
tine, and two on f.urlough. 

The Thursday evening meeting! is held in the church audi
torium, and after a prayer service lasting about three
quarters of an hour, the Pastor delivers his lecture in Bibli
cal Theology to the students of Toronto Baptist Seminary, 
and to the large appreciative audience who gather for this 
address. 

Our Saturday evening meeting is always largely attended, 
and is a time of blessing. 
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We must also make mention of the Sunday evening service 
that is broadcast over CFRB from seven to nine o'clock This 
radio ministry has been largely used of the Lord, and is a 
benediction to untold numbers who, though unable to be 
present, are able to join in the evening service. News has 
come of many who have been brought to the Lord by this 
means, and in thousands of homes, hospitals, sanitaria, etc., 
the message has come with comfort and joy. 

Very tenderly would we mention· one sad blow that has 
come to our beloved Pastor in particular, and to the church 
as a whole, in the home-call of dear Mrs. Shields. So sud~ 
den and unexpected was this that even now it is difficult 
to realize that Mrs. Shields is not with us still. The Pastor 
knows that he. has the prayerful sympathy of the whole 
church in his sad loss, but we rejoice together in the glad 
knowledge that those who have gone before are "with Christ, 
which is far better". . 

Ten of our members went home during the church year 
just closed: Mrs. D. H. Baillie, Mrs. Emma Clark, Mrs. 
Levi Dodson, Mr. George Garrett. Mrs. Etta Howson, Rev. 
J. B. Kennedy, Mrs. William Knox1 Mrs. Adah Kibert, Rev. 
Harrison Roe, and Mrs. T. T, Shielas. 

In closing we would again place on record our continued 

love for, and appreciation of, our beloved Pastor. No other 
church, we believe, is so highly favoured as this church, 
and our earnest prayer is that for many years to come-if 
it be the Lord's will, and He should tarry-Dr. Shields may 
be spared to continue the splendid" work which. through 
God'& mercy, he has been permitted to carry on in Jarvis 
Street Church; and not only here, b)lt through the larger 
ministry of THE GOSPEL WITNESS which he so ably edits. 
and which is sent to almost every country in the world, and 
through the broadcast of ·the evening service, many have 
been brought to a knowledge of the truth, and to trust in 
Him Whom he loves and serves. 

Again we praise the Lord for the unity and peace which 
is so evident among us, for the large morning and evening 
congregations, and for having prov,ided so abundantly for 
us, even in this year of depression. 

With great confidence we begin another year, and shall 
continue to pray that if the Lord will it may be the year" 
of great revival. 

S'igned on behalf of the ·Deacons' . Board, 
. . GEORGE GREENWAY, 

. Vice-Chairman. 

Union ittptillt ·lIitnrllll 
Is tb~ Official Publication of the Union of Regular Baptist ·Churches of Ontario and Quebec. Send all communications to the 
, . Office Secretary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada. • 

AN ORGANIZATION MEETING 
At Willowdale 

Easter Sunday. We have heard from dif- are few quartettes upon whom such a 
ferent sources of that great meeting but heavy day falls, but we hear that the 
a letter from Pastor Fleming is quoted: one from Waverley Road has the ability 

There is something about an organiza
tion meeting that cannot be defined be
cause every such meeting is like the 
dawning of '8 new day, it holds so much 
of promise. The meeting held at the 
Willowdale Regular Baptist Church, on 
Thursday, April 27th, was a meeting 

"I have to report 8 very happy' gath
ering at Bobcaygeon, a baptismal service 
and Easter service on Easter Sunday at 
3· p.m. The church was well filled, many 
being visitors from other churches in the 
village. Pastor Gillion presided while I 
had the privilege of giving the address. 
The spirit of the gathering was splendid, 
and the glory was: to the Lord. 

'm.arking the beginning of a Mission 
Circle-8 mission circle formed with a 
view to furthering the missionary inter
ests ot the church and co-operating in "Five from Lindsay bore witness in 
the support of the work undertaken by baptism, a .father, mother and daughter 
the fellowship of the Union of R~gular of. one faInllr and.two young men. 'Fhese 
Baptist Churches at home and In the Will be received. mto our fellowship on 

to rise to the occasion and never sang 
better than they did at Hamilton; at Cal
vary Mission, Mount Hamilton, and at 
the Governor's Road Mission, Dundas, 
Onto The ministry of song and the mak
in~ . of melody unto the Lord, w,hat a 
pnvilege it is! The Stanley Avenue 
Church wishes those who gave of their 
time and their talent for their enjoy
ment last week God speed as they sing 
tl}e praises of the Saviour and give His 
message forth in music. 

foreign field. . ,the first Sunday In May. ONE TOUCH OF SORROW 
The Pastor of the church, Mr. 'J. F. "I have to expr.es~ on behalf .of the 

Dempster, voiced the purpose of the or- Church our appreciation of the kindness On the occasion of the visitation of be
ganization and stated that there was to and helpfulness oi the brethren at Bob- reavement to one associated with the 
be a coming to~ether of the women of caygeon and also to Pastor Loney and work of the Union, or to those with 
the church pOSSIbly twice 8 month for Pastor Alexander for the use of robes." whom there has been the privilege of 
prayer, the study of missions and evan- fellowship, it is realized how closely we 
gelization, and work. That is an envel- are knit together and how sweet is 'the 
oping programme indeed and permits of AT STANLEY AVE. CHURCH bond of Christian love. 
unlimited scope. May the Lord bless all And the MIS· Sl·ons It ·th d f 1 h t such endeavors and strengthen the Pas- was WI a eep sense 0 oss t a 
tor's hands through the eo-operation of A'visit to the Stanley Avenue Regular the news of the home-going of Mrs. G. A. 
the W omen f the church in whom is in Gruetzner was received. Since the in-~ , " - Baptist Church, Hamilton, on 8 Sunday 
vested such mfluence. means a big day, for there are not only ception of the Union, Mr. and Mrs. 

The Office Secretary of the Union had the church services and Bible School in Gruetzner of Hespeler, Ontariq, have 
the privilege of speaking at that first Hamilton and the Back Home Hour after been faithful friends and from time to 
.meeting a~d many thiI\gs were brought church in the evening, but there are the time Mr. Gruetzner has been an honoured 
into review as the Lord's care of His two Missions which cannot be passed by member of the Executive Board. 
work was considered. There 'was a deep and one is on the Mountain and the other Mrs .. Gruetzner passed away on Wed
spirit of interest manifest and the next near Dundas. nesday, April 26th, and the funeral was 
me~ting is looked forward to with antici- On the 30th of April, Toronto friends held in her beloved church at Hespeler 
patlon. had the real pleasure of being with the on Friday, April 28th. Her Pastor, Rev. 

Stanley Avenue people. Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Charlton conducted the service, 
THE LINDSAY BAPTISMAL SERVICE Campbell's car which we verily believe is and Dr. To' T. Shields, a close friend of 

dedicated to the transportation of mis- the. fam~ly, assisted. 
It will be remembered that announce- sionaries was again commissioned to take • 

- ment was made a few weeks ago that the party which this time proved We are confident that the prayers of 
the ordinance of believer's baptism was to be the Waverley Road Quartette the Union fellowship will ascend on be
to be administered in the Bobcaygeon loaned for the day to Rev. Clifford J. half of Mr. Gruetzner and the bereaved 
Baptist Church by Rev. J. M. Fleming on Loney. It is safe to presume that there family. 
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race, or particular sins which stalk 
through the land. Let us not be afraid 
either of devil, or evil, but boldly with
stand all that which is opposed to God, 
(James 4:7). Specific sins may be men
tioned as, false teaching, atheism, liquor, 
impurity and others. 

L __ es_s_on_2_1 ______ M_a_y ';...2_ls_t_, _19_3_3 II. ACCEPTING THE CHALLENGE 

SECOND QUARTER 

DAVID AND GOLIATH 

Lesson Text: I Samuel, chapter 17. 

Gold'en Text: "And David spake to the 
men that stood by him, saying, What 
shall ·be done to the man that killeth 
this Philistine, and taketh away the 
reproach from Israel? for who is this 
uncircumcised PhiUstine, that he 
should defy the armies of the living 
God?"-I Samuel, chapter 17:26 •. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 

Monday-Psalm 124 :1-8. 
Tuesday-Isaiah 52 :1-8. 
Wednesday-2 Samuel 23:8-21. 
Thursday-Zech.4:1-10. 
Friday-Matt. 22 :1-14. 
Saturday-Matt. 22:34-46. 

I. THE CHALLENGE (vs. 1-11). 

In the section assigned for this lesson 
there is the record of a well known and 
very interesting incideJ!.t in the life of 
David. In his life he had many stirring 
experiences, but few more thrilling than 
this encounter with Goliath the giant, oc
curring Ij.S it did early in his career. The 
scene of the event was located in the 
Shephelah or low foot-hills which lie be
tween the Central Judean plateau and the 
Maritime Plain. Here, by the valley of 
Elah, and on the borders of Israel and 
Philistia, the opposing armies were gath
ered together, (vs. 1-3), and before the 
large number .of men composing them 
the combat took place between these two 
champions, and the victory was gained 
for Israel. 

(va. 12-37). 

The soldiers of Israel were afraid to 
accept the challenge of Goliath, but there 
was a young man of that nation who was 
unafraid of this Philistine, and who, 
trusting in the living God, was willing to 
go forth and meet him. David, the son 
of Jesse, was prepar,ed to be Israel's 
champion. Evidently he was too young 
to be with the army. He was tHe young
est of 'eight sons, (v. 12), the three eld
est of whom followed Saul, (vs. 13, 14). 
After being' with the king as recorded in 
the previous chapter, (16:23), he return
ed to look to his father's sheep, (v. 15), 
then being requested to take provisions 
to his breth~en in the camp, he arrived 
in the midst of the army just as' the 
Philistine champion was uttering his 
challenge, (vs. 16-23). The usual effect 
followed the appearance of this man, (v. 
24), no doubt, stirring the feelings of 
David; the latter was informed of Saul's 
reward to be given to the one who would 
slay this giant, and a bold attitude is 
manifested by the lad, (vs. 25-27), which 
brings upon him the rebuke of his eldest 
brother Eliab, (vs. 28, 29), but also leads 
to an interview with Saul, (vs. 30, 31), 
to whom he states that he will, go out 
against this .Philistine, trusting in the 
Lord for the victory, an offer which S~ul 
accepted, (vs. 32-37). 

The offer of David to meet Goliath evi
dently surprised Saul, and he questioned 
tlie wisdom of accepting it in view of the 
physical disparity between the two cham
pions, (v. 33), but eventually conRented, 
after hearing David's reasons. Note the 
religious nature of these reasons, also the 
implicit trust in God manifest in them. 
His offer from the worldly viewpoint was 
foolish, risky, self-sacrificing, and brave, 
and sure to lead to his death, but what 
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in God, and using daily the sword of the 
Spirit, and we need not be afraid to meet 
any enemy. Above all, may we never 
seek to go forth to war wearing the garb 
of another, even though he should be a 
king. 

Putting off the king's armour, David 
went forth against Goliath with his staff 
in his hand, five smooth stones in his 
shepherd's bag, ~nd his slin~ in his hand, 
(v; 40). The slIng was a SImple weapon 
for such an important and deadly fight, 
but David knew how to use it, and it 
proved more than a match for the sword 
of his opponent. The attitude of both 
combatants is worthy of note. David 
evidently was unhesitating in his. ap
proach to Goliath. He was unafraid of 
him, believing that God would deal with 
him for defying His armies. His atti
tude breathed confidence, yet it failed to 
impress the giant, who saw in him but a 
lad and disdained him, (vs. 41,42). The 
Philistine was judging from the outward 
appearance, and as has occurred in many 
similar instances both before imd since, 
he made a great mistake. It is very 
foolish to underestimate an enemy. 

The scornful attitude of Goliath is 
manifest in the language with which he 
greets David, cursing him, and intimat
ing what he was going to do with him, 
(vs. 43, 44), which the deeply religious. 
nature of David is shown in his answer 
thereto, wherein he announces the fact of 
his trust in God for victory, stating' that 
he advanced against the giant in the 
"name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel", who would that 
day deliyer him into his hands, along with 
his nation, and all the earth would know 
that there was a God in Israel, (vs. 45-
47). David was seeking the glory of 
God, and therefore was honoured before 
men. In all things this should likewise 
be our attitude. Note also David's real
ization of the fact that the battle was 
the Lord's, and that he was but an in
strument in His hands. Observe the con
trast between the two men, the one trust
ing in. brute strength, the other calmly 
trusting in the power of God, the one 
seeking his own glory, the other the glory 
of God. The champion of the Philistine army must be borne in mind is that it was not 

was a formidable antagonist. His name made in dependence upon the strength of 
is stated, his place of residence, his the human arm, but in confidence. of the Arriving near to each other, David 
height, and "his armour, (vs. 4-7), to- manifestation of the divine power. God used his sling and smote the Philistine in 
gether with the nature of his challenge, had aided him in the past, and this gave the head, and slew him, (vs. 48, 49), 
his defiance of Israel, (vs. 8-10), and the him confidence concerning the future. God afterward c.utting off his head, (vs. 50, 
effect of his challenge on the armies of is ever with His own (Heb. 13:5). May 51), at which sight the Philistines fled, 
Israel, (v. 11). In this we have the pic- we learn to trust Him more implicitly, and the men of Israel and Judah started 
ture of a heathen challengin~ the forces and do exploits in His name. in pursuit, slayjng and spoiling the 
of the living God, and terrIfying them enemy, (vs. 52, 53). David was thence-

,by his appearance: His challenge was III. THE CONFLICl' AND mE forth presented ~ Saul, (vs. 54-58), who 
boastful, bold, self-confident, and scorn- VICTORY, (vs.38-58). retained him for his service, (18:2). Sev-
ful. It was based on the conscious pos- eral things are worthy of note respect-
session of superior physical power, it was The decision having been reached that ing this victory. First, it was gained by 
meant to lead to a settlement of the in- David should go forth to meet the giant, one who was not a member of the army. 
ternational dispute in favour of the Phil- Saul sought to prepare him for the con- The soldiers had been called up to fight 
istines, it provided an opportunity for fiict by putting upon him his armour, the Philistines, but fear paralyzed their 
the manifestation of indiVldual prowess (vs. 38, 39), but inasmuch as David had efforts, and one outside of the regular 
on both sides, and it offered a choice of not proved the various parts of the same ranks was raised up to do the work. 
decision, and made a proposal concerning he put them of!, and elected to go in his God frequently does this, as in the case 
the same. Goliath was an enemy of usual garb. In our conflicts with the of Elijah, (I Kings 17:1), Elisha, (I 
God, and no Israelite should have hesi- devil and his forces, let us see to it that Kings 19:19), Amos, (Amos 7:14), and 
tated to meet him. Physically, perhaps, we have proved the various parts of our many others. Our Lord did not belong 
there were few, if any, who were his armour, (Eph. 6:11-18), and thus not be to the regular priesthood of His day. 
equals, but in the strength of the . Lord caught unprepared in the face of the Second, it may be noted that the fight- • 
they were certain of victory. If God be enemy. Unproved armour is worse than ing was not done in the regular way. The 
for us who can be against us? (Rom. no armour at all, for it then becomes an main thing is to fight the enemy whether 
8:31). Typically, Goliath may represent impediment to free action. Let us live in the regular or the irregular way, and 
Satan, the great enemy of the human righteously, exercising continuous faith to do so in the strength of the Lord. 


