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"I have heard thee in a ·!;Iime 'accepted, and in the day of salvation have I sueooured thee: 
behold, now is the accepted time; 'behold, now is' the day of s'alvation."-2 Corinthians 2:6. 

Prayer before the Sermon 
We rejoice, 0 Lord our God, in Thy love. Though it sur

passes all our powers of expression, though Thy love is more 
than tongue can tell, we rejoice that we may know the love 
of GOod that passeth knowledge. We· thank Thee that many 
in Thy :presenee have been made !partakers of the grace of 
life, that many have tasted that the Lord is gracious. We 
have come "this evening that we may worship Thee, the 
F.ather, Son, and HOoly Ghost. Grant us a .sense of Thy ,pres
ence, we beseech Thee. Vf e know Thou a-q here, for Thou 
hast already fulfilled to Thy servants the word upon which 
Thou hast caused us to hope; but help us -to experience the 
fulness of blessing. Thou art here to b,less Thy people, and 
to quicken those who are dead in trespasses and. in sin. 

Vouchsafe Thy blessing to .all who share this service by 
radio. We know not who they are, or where they may be, 
but we know that among them there are those whose hearts 
are tender toward ,Goo; and we ,beseech Thee to find among 
them those w,ho as yet know not the Lord. Make it a night 
of blessing, a time of salvation. 

We are about to open Thy Book, ~nd to seek to understand 
Thy thoughts. We acknowledge our incapacity for response 
to spiritual things. We cOonfess our entire dependence upon 
the illumination of the HOoly Spirit. We invoke Thine aid. 
We remember how Thou didst meet with Thy disciples after 
the resurrection, and, beginning' at Moses and all the pro
phets, T,hou didst ex:pound' unto them in all :lihe Scriptures' 
the things concerning Thyself. ' 

Draw near, 0 Lord, wherever men and women listen to the 
message of this hour: draw near to them and to us. We 
thank Thee that Thou art everywhere present, that Thou 
art not a God afar off. Thou hast come to us in the person 
of Thy Son, and we remember for our comfort this evening 
,His word, It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will nOot come unto you; but if 
1 depart I will send Him unto you. We thank Thee that the 
Comforter is come to be our Teacher and our Guide. May 
He instruct us out of Thy Word. We thank Thee that He 
even gives us a capacity for an understanding of spiritual 

things. We do nOot understand it, we ca~not explain it; but 
we 'know tha.t those dead in trespasses and sins do hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and live; we do know that the sheep 
upon the mountain, though they do not hear the voice of 
strangers, do hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. May the 
voice of God be heard by many a heart and conscience, that 
through this service here and elsewhere among the thOou
sands whom we do not see, many may pass from death to 
life, and from the power Oof Satan unto GOod. Amen. 

It is not surprising that a general departure from the 
Word of God on the part of the professing' chl,lrch should 
have resulted in many of its leaders entertaining religious 
conceptions that are utterly at variance with the teach
ing of the Bible According to the modern view, one is 
sometimes led to wonder what is really the function of 
reJigion: whether it is c).esigned mainly to . ~ring in a 
better social order, whether its chief value is the shaping 
of the course of nations, or whether it is designed to min
ister to the individual directly at aM. . 

For instance, I read an article in an evening paper la~t 
night-a paper that seems to be esse~tially' anti-'C;::hristian 
in its general attitude. There we a·re told that a man who 
even denies the existence of a personal God, woo utterly 
rejects the Bible, and any sort of revealed religion,' or 
religion of any sort, who scoffs at it all, is destined to a 
great and happy surprise when sO.metime he is to' be 
welcomed bevond the River,-notwithstanding his in
fi.delity. In the, san:te article we are assured that a man 
whose whole doctrinal position is basec). UP(~)11 the. principle 
that Jesus Christ was not, and js not, God; w~o denies 
the scriptural doctrine, of the Incarnation, of the virgin 
birth and atoning work of Christ-4:hat that man is, in 
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principle, essentially one with another man who calls him
self a Christian. Surely we have come to the day when 
religious teachers do set da:rkness for light, and error for 
truth, when, the most axiomatic truiths are boldly denied, 
:and when we are t01d that it matters but little what one 
believes. What is the ordinary man to understand from 
:such discussions? 

Certainly in this place we "have not so learned Christ". 
We still believe in the inspiration, and autlhority of the 
Bible. " 

What is the function of Ohristianity? 

I. 
I begin my exposition of the text this evening with the 

remark that CHRISTIANITY POSTULATJtS TuJt NJtJtD OF A 
SALVATION OF SOM£ SORT; that that, in fact, is why God 
has visited men, why God came into the world in the 
person of His Son Jesus Christ. 

But three or four years ago people on this continent, 
in Canada and the United States, were riding upon the 
crest of a wave of unexampled material prosperity. It 
was very easy to persuade men who were happily situated, 
as they were at that time, that the world was getting 
better. It is not difficult for a man with whom everything 
is prospering to believe, because of the fascination of the 
temporal, that the world is outgrowing its troubles, and 
that one may reasonably hope for some kind of utopia 
here. Bttt surely now it must be admitted that there is 
something wrong with the world. He would be a bold 
optimist indeed who would advance in this 'day his 
theories about a happy solution of all our difficulties. In 
all nations, and in all departments of human thought, men 
are at their wit's end to know which wav to turn. Cer
tainly there is something out of centre, there is something 
gone wrong somewhere. One cannot believe that the 
wqrld, as at present constituted, that human society as at 
present ordered in any nation, ours or any other, is ideal, 
or is even approximating what the Divine Author intended 
it to be. 

What is that something that is ,wrong? What if salva.tion 
b~ defined in terms merely of the material and temporal? 
The nation to the south of us has awakened to a realiza
tion of the fact that in a material and temporal sense 
she needs a deliverer. And we at the north of the border 
are but little if any better off. We too are beset with 
difficulties. Think of this city of' over .seven hundred 
thousand people which must feed every day one-seventh 
of her population at the expense of the taxpayers. When 
in a city like ours one hundred thousand people are 
dependent upon public relief for their daily bread, surely 
one must admit that something is wrong. In parts of the 
United States-in the larger dties, and I suppose that 
is inevitable, that the larger the city the more acute the 
problem-there is even a larger proportion; and, that in the 
richest nation on earth. I say, if salvation could be defined 
merely in terms of the physical and temporal, if we close 
our eyes and cease to think of the life beyond the grave, 
even then surely some kind of deliverance is needed. 

One cannot help asking, What is the root of the trouble? 
Can you charge it to Anyone above? Can you say that 
God is to blame? The earth has not withhdd her fruits. 
The harvests have been as bountiful as ever. The store- , 
:houses of the world are filled with grain. There is enough 
for everybody in this earth. It is so ordered that the earth 
does produce enough for every man and woman, 'boy and 
girl, to have sufficient for the maintenance of life. Yet 

at this htlUr there are millions of people who are starving 
for want of bread. It must be admitted by tlhinking 
people that something is wrong. 

Where will you place the blame? Our Communistic 
friends think they have a remedy. Our Socialistic theor
ists believe that in the state they may find salvation. Poli
tical economists of every shade of opinion each have their 
nostrum for the alleviation of the world's ills. 

Is our economic system at the' base of our trouble? 
No I It must be something more than a system. I read 
last week that the President of the United States-God 
.bless him I I hope you pray for him every day-made 
an announcement through the government at Washington 
that unless things were temedied, the government would 
ascertain and publish the names of those who were hoard
ing gold. What I in a day of scarcity, in a day when 
millions starve I In a day when some simple creatures 
talk about "universall. brotherhood", are there to be found 
men anywhere who hoard gold? 

We read yesterday about the terrible earthquake in 
Los Angeles. Scarcely had the first tremors ceased, with 
buildings falling, thousal;lds crying out in anguish because 
of their pain, and scores dead, than men began looting; 
and it became necessary to land forces from the warships 
in the Bay to take command of the situation. Yet we live 
in a day when men are all "brethren" I Well, I do not 
want my brethren to treat me after that fashion. Instead 
of the hearts of m!!n being made tender by such a catas
trophe, and filled with a desire to be of service, the natural 
evH, the inherent corruption, the very hellishness of human 
nature, comes to the surface. 

I heard the inaugural speech of the President of the 
United States, in which he denounced the money changers 
of America. I could detect in that speech no suggestion 
that he had ever got the idea that the ideal of universal 
brotherhood had been attained. He seemed to think that 
men in high places could play t~e devil as well as men in 
low places. 

What kind of salvation do we need? A better economic 
system? If all the wealth of the world could be pooled, 
and could be equally divided, money and goods, to-night, 
we should be as badly off as ever a month hence. It is not 
the system under which we live, it is not any particular 
form of government, that determines human welfare ex
clusively. They playa part; but there is something far 
deeper than that; and I affirm that the man who does not 
recognize that in this hour is a man who has not learned to 
think. 

What if we define salvation in terms of nationality? 
My business then this evening should be to preach disarma
ment? Some man wins great applause by saying war is 
the great crime. Any properly-minded man must hate war 
with all his soul. I do. I hate it-but there is something 
I hate more than war, and that is the necessity for it. 
Somebody says, "There is no necessity for it." Is there 

, not? There was a man down in Miami a few weeks ago 
who tried to kill the President-elect of the United States, 
and instead, shot the Mayor of Chicago. He was sen
tenced to be electrocuted the other day. What a pity I He 
ought to have been given his liberty I Why does not the 
preacher who prates' about "universal brot'herhood" de
nounce the electric chair and the whole system of pttnish
ment that awaits the law-breaker? 

A while ago there were several banks looted in Toronto; 
one of them by hvo men. One was arrested in Canada, 
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, . 
and the other in the United States, and was brought back. 
At the trial one was sentenced to fifteen years in the pen
itentiary, and his brother to ten years. Why was the one 
meted out the severer sentence? As he sat in the prisoner's 
box one of' his arms was in splints. Why? Because he 
had been shot by a policeman. Bad policeman I Naughty 
policeman I Why did he shoot? Because, if he had not, 
the bandit would have shot him-as he attempted ,to do. 

Why do not these superficial preachers who talk about 
disarmament and the horrors of war condemn the arming 
of the police? Why do they not proPQse that our police
men be disarmed, that the d'oors of the jail be thrOlWn open, 
and that our whole syStem of jurisprudence be scrapped, 

,so that wicked scoundrels might be allowed to work, their 
will? Why a government ail: all? Why policemen? Simply 
because of the principle enunciated in tihe !book. "It (the 
law) was added because of transgressions, till the', seed 
should come." The principle of law and order must be 
maintained, and when a nation becomes lawless, when a 
nation runs amuck, what will you do? 

Why not let Germany have her own way? Would 
you not like to have to salute the Kaiser? Would ,you 
not like to be a subject of that country? You would have 
been subjected to her brutality had it not been for the 
principle of compulsion. I hate war, but I hate more 
strongly than I hate war that which makes war necessary. 
I am sorry 'policemen in this country have to carry re
volvers; I do not like to see the revolver at a policeman's 
belt. But I hate still more intensely the cri~inal tendencies 
of human nature which make that necessary to the public 
welfare. 

Do you not see that these modern preachers, who preach 
the salvation of a social order and of the nation, arc 
missing the one and only thing that will ever preven.t war, 
and that is a radical change, the regeneration, of the' in
dividual? Until you have a regenerated state that is no 
longer under law, but under grace, you must have law. 
And you will never have a regenerated state this side of 
the millennium. 

And law is worth nothing without a penalty. Last 
week United States Congress passed a law which received 
the Executive's signature, a law which was designed for 
the regulation 6f men of importance, bank presidents, and 
so on, and there is attached to it a penalty of ten thousand 
dollars' fine or ten years in prison. Why any sort of 
penalty? Because there was never a law that W"IS worth 
the paper it was written on, to ,which no penalty was at
tached-and the penalty is utterly valueless unless there 
be behind it a force adequate to enforce it. 

The League of Nations a dead letter? I told you so. 
That is not polite, I know; but I never could understand 
'how, philosophically, any man could' believe there was 
salvation for the world from any kind of league that 
had not behind it a power adequate to compel men to do 
its will. I have nothing to say derogatory of the League 
of Nations. I think it is well to have such a court, in 
order that the passions of men may be cooled, and to 
avert conflict whenever and so long as it is possible. But 
we come to this at last, that human nature is of such a 
character that until it is changed it needs some controlling 
or compelling power external to itself., 

I see no chance of making things better in the domestic 
realm, or anywhere else, apart from the grace of God. 

To-morrow morning there will be some man and woman 
down in the court of domestic relations. The man has 
been playing the brut~ in some way or anoth~r, and the 
court will put him on his good behaviour and bind him 
over to keep the peace-:-and then his wife must tr:y to live 
with him after that I He may not lay hands upon her, 
but who wants to live with a man who has to be "bound 
over to keep the peace"? , 

The gospel of the grace of God goes always to the 
root of the matter, and it teaches 'us 1:1hat human nature 
is so bad there is no redemption for man unless he be 
born again. I know it is a smaH 'contribution that I can 
make, but I hold that the minister whO p'reaches Christ's 
gospel to the individual, and seeks to bring him to a 
saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ,' involving a 
change of heart and of nature, is making a larger con
tribution to the world's weal than the man who ,discusses 
world economic theories-especially when he knows little 
or nothing about thell1. ' Christianity postulates the need 
of salvation. That is what it is for. This old world has 
been alienated from God, and it' must needs be, brought 
back again. ' 

II. " 

On the basis of that major premise I proceed. t9, say ,that 
SALVATION BELONGS To A PARTICULAR DAY. This Word 
speaks of "the day of salvation". And this is i'the' day 
of salvaition." What is "the day 'of salvation"? 

What you observed in the ordinance of baptism you 
witnessed to-night. I know it is old-fashioned, but I repeat 
it: the death, burial, and resurre,ction of Christ; the pay
ment of a price; the enduring of the penalty which you 
and I have incurred; the acceptance of that remission of, 
sins which the death and resurrecton of Christ have 'l'nade 
possible. That is the gospel. , Nothing less than that IS 
the gospel. It is a proclamation of libertY to'the captive, 
the op~ning of the prison to them that are bound, a: pro
clamation of the "acceptable year of the Lord". This is 
the day of salvation. He died, rose again, and has 
ascended into heaven. 

, Whail: arc~ the characteristics of thi'S "day of ,salvatipn"? 
First of all, thte Bible is the message. ,I$aw a photpgraph 
last week of the eXecutive of the nation to ,the south of us 
signing a proclamation; that made ,it iaw. This ~~ Heaven's 
proclamation to a bankrupt world; the ~iyille signature is 
attached. It is the "word of God that cannot lie". It is 
the word nations need to hear. It is the' w.ord that legis-
lators need to hear. ;' 

I published in THE GoSPEL WITNESS last week an ad
dress delivered, by Senator Hughes in the Canadian 
Senate. I do 'not know Senator Hughes, but he has th¢ 
most cordial invitation to come and preach in Jarvis 'Street 
pUlpit any time he likes. I should like him to come and 
deliver the same address. He' goe~ to the root 'of the 
whole matter, and places the responsibility for the present 
chaotic condition of the world upon universities and pul
pits that have taught people to disregard the' Word.' of 
God, to douqt the' Deity of Christ, and His, power to 
change men's lives. ' 

This ,is the word of God, and w~ 'shall never get back 
to peace 'until the Book is given its proper place. This 
is the day of salvation. We have a t;nessage about which 
there can be no doubt. It is stamped with the authority 

, , 
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of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and has been corrobor
ated by the testimony of nearly two thousand years. It 
has been put to the proof by countless millions of people; 
it has passed through martyr fires and dens of lions. It 
has survived every effort that man and devil have devised 
to destroy it. It is here to-day unmutilated, the "word of 
God that -liveth and abideth for ever". It is the gospel 
of salvation. 

More than that: now at the throne, before the presence 
of the Father, the crucified and risen Redeemer intercedes 
in our behalf. That is characteristic of the day of salva
tion; and as long as Jesus Christ remains at God's right 
hand as an Intercessor for poor sinners the day of salva
tion shall last. That is the measure of it, His waiting at 
the right hand of God on high. He pleads for us to-night. 
Unworthy though we are, sinners though we be, though 
we .have not a fraction of merit to plead as a reason why 
God should take account of us, we can come in the name 
of that. perfect High Priest and plead our cause: "If any' 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. And he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." That is characteristic of the day of grace: 
a gospel upon earth, and a Saviour and Mediator in heaven. 

One other great fact must be borne in mind, namely, 
this is the day'of the ministry of the Holy Spirit. "My 
spirit shall not always strive with man." But this is the 
dispensation of grace, and that means the dispensation of 
the Holy Ghost, wherein the Spirit of God waits to be 

, gracious, to quicken dead souls, to illuminate the under
standing of those whom the devil has blinded, to sanctify 
through the truth all who will receive the truth in the 
love of it, and thus by the power of His indwelling pres
ence to transform us into the image and ·likeness of Jesus 
Christ. This is "the day of salvation", I tell you; and it 
is the salvation we all need. 

III. 

Once more. As there is a "day of salvation," there 
is also AN ACCEPTED TIM]!; : "I have heard thee in a time 
accepted." Our Lord Jesus said, when He opened the book 
in Nazareth, that He had come to "proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord". 

Let me be personal for a moment. There are some 
people here this evening, and some who are seated before 
their radios listening to this message, who believe all that 
I have said. You dissent from none of it. Many will 
dissent, but I speak for the momeI1il: to those who will not. 
You say, "I believe that. I believe the Bible is God's word, 
that the message of the Bible is the gospel of the grace 
of God, that Jesus Christ is at the right hand of God, 
and that the Holy Ghost is here to bless those who will 
receive Him. I believe all that, and some day I intend to 
settle the matter o~ my soul's eternal welfare-in my own 
time." Some will say, "I am too young as yet. I want to 
have a little while in the world first, and then I will turn 
to God." I remember years ago preaching in a certain 
place, and one night as I gave the invitation at the close 
of the service, a man who was principal of a school in the 
neighbourhood, gripped the front seat in the intensity of 
his feeling, and said he wanted to be saved. The next 

night he was as far away from God as ever. I said to him, 
"I thought you said you desired to be a Christian?" "I 
thought I did last night, but I have been reviewing my past 
and looking forward into the future. I have made certain 
plans, and I can see that a Christian profession would be 
incompatible, would be out of harmony, with those plans; 
therefore the matter of my relation to Christ will have to 
wait until I have attained my ambition in life, then I will 
give it attention." 

There are many things which claim our attention. It 
may be there are some who are so depressed, who are in 
such desperate circumstances, who are unemployed, with 
no prospect for the future, that they say, "What is the 
use of· my making a profession? If I had work, and were 
able to maintain myself, it might be all right; but I fear I 
should bring reproach upon the cause I should espouse." 
Whatever be the obstacle, whatever is in prospect which 
would lead you to postpone the acceptance of Christ, I 
point out to you that the fundamental error of which you 
are the victim is to assume that you can determine the time 
of your salvation. You will have to accept God's time. 
He will not allow you to make appointments for Him. 

You are going to see a doctor to-morrow? How did you 
make your appointment ? You enquired as to his office 
hours, and because he is a busy man you have conformed 
to his programme. You are going somewhere by train? 
If you sleep in I suppose you will telephone the station 
and say, "I have been detained; will you please hold the 
train for me an hour or so?" Is there any man here foolish 
enou~h to take such a course? No I ' You know these 
things run on schedule, and you have to adjust yourself 
to that schedule. 

I hav:e ~rked the difference between the underground 
system 111 New York and that of Old London. They both 
have their time, but when the trains come in at the New 
York stations, the conductor throws open the door and 
shouts, "Step lively! Step lively ! Watch your step! 
Move on!" There is such a din that you want to close 
your ears, and run. I suppose the people "step lively" in 
response to his shouts. But in Old London, where John 
Bull does not talk very much, the train comes in, the doors 
are opened-and scarcely a word is said. The door is 
open for a fraction of a minute, it is closed, and the train 
goes ?ut-and if you do not "step lively" you are left 
standmg on the platform when the train is gone. It has 
its time appointed. and it does not wait. You must get on 
quickly, or be left standing on the platform. 

My friend, what abom the morning? Daylight comes 
earlier now, does it not? The evenings are a little longer 
too, and after a while we shall, I suppose, go back or 
forward to day.light-saving time. When we do, and all 
the town clocks are put forward, Old Sol will look down 
upon us with a smile and say, "You cannot change my 
time. I will get up at the usual time, and go down as usual." 
He has his time appointed, his accepted time. Let me re
mind you that when you are dealing with God you must 
come at His time. "Now is the accepted time." It is His 
time, not yours. , , 

When the ark was preparing, and all was in readiness 
God said to Noah, "Co,me thou and all thy house into th~ 
ark ... and the Lord shut him in." Everyone who did not 
accept God's time was left outside. 



March 16, 1933 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (545) 5 

This is "the day of salvation", and this is the "accepted 
time". . 

What time? Now! "Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold· now is the day of salvation." I do not knolW whe
ther I shall ever preach again. I do not know whether 
you will ever hear another sermon. I know thail: is old
fashioned. But has it become old-fashioned for people 
to die? Is the grave-digger out of business? Are there 
no un.dertakers? Has death been voted out of human 
society? "Now-Now-NOW-is the accepted time." 

Sometimes when we see great evils stalking through the 
land we wonder that God is silent. Have you not 
wondered? I have. I have wondered that He did not 
rend the heavens and come down. But I read to you the 
explanation of it this evening: "Beloved, be 'not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men 

, count slackness; but i!s longsuffering to usward, not will
ing that any should perish, but that aU should. come to 
repentance." 

There are some of my friends who tell me that when 
Jesus Christ comes the church wiH be caught away, and 
that after the churcih has· been caught away, and the 
Spirit's ministry ended, the Jews are 11:0 be saved, and 
there is to be such a revival as the world has never seen; 
that the multitude which no man can number, ten thou
sand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands, are 
the fruits of that revival-after Jesus Christ has come. 
If that were so, .I should still be perplexed-and more. 
perplexed-at the delay of my Lord. If that were pos
sible I should say, "0 Lord, come now." Surely, surely, 
He ought to come now, if His coming could bring salva
tion to countless millions. Not so does the Word of God 
teach. We are to account that "the longsuffering of the 
Lord is salvation". because the Lord knows that when 
Jesus Christ comes the day of salvation will forev~r end. 
I affirm that that doctrine is a delusion and a snare. There 
is no salvation after Christ comes. . When He rises from 
His seat as Intercessor, and there is no longer anyone to 
plead before the throne of heaven, there ivill be no mercy 
for ·anybody. Why does He·wait? "Not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance." . 

"Beh9Id, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." There ·is no other time, no other day, 
but now. Now'! Oh, my radio friends, is it to be now 
with you? Or shall it be, may it be, never? And you 
within t~ese walls who have not yet received Christ,. shall 
it be now? I know that it is God's time now. I know 
that He 'Waits to be gracious now. I know He will save you 
now: I cannot promise you in His name that He will ever 
save you at any other time than now. "Now is the accepted 
time." May He help you to receive Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour now. . 

Let us pray: 

Bless to us, 0 Lord. our meditation upon Thy truth. 
Save us from the folly of postponing the consideration of 
these matters until another day. May this prove the 
accepted time, and the day of salvation. For Thy name's 
sake, Amen. 

(Many responded to the invitation.) 

ELI AND SAMUEL 

A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Chur.ch, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, March 9th, 1933. 

Sixteenth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures 'on 
Biblical Theology which is included in the 

Curriculum of To~onto Baptist Seminary. 

(Stenographically Reported) 

Lesson Text: 1 Samuel, chapters 2 and 3. 

Last Thursday we glanced at the first chapter of the 
first book of Samuel. The object of these Thursday even
ing studies is not, of course, to treat any matter exhaust
ively-that is always impossible. Nor can we treat it with 
any degree of thoroughness. Our main abject is that we 
may know, from these studies, something of the principal 
highways of Scripture. I suppose you have sometimes 
been in a strange city. The worst part of any city, as a 
rule, is roundabout the railway station. If you have 
had a little time to spend waiting for your next train, and 
you have walked roundabout a few streets, as a rule you 
have gained a very unfavourable impression of the city. 
When visiting it again, if you have gone up its main 
streets, and have walked through some of its great stores, 
you have said to yourself, "It is not such a bad place after 
all. I think I could find my way about here, and soon 
learn where to go to secure whatever I might need." 

There are many professing Christians to whom the Bible 
is a strange city. They do not know their way about. 
They do not know where to find the great storehouses 
where the preciol,ls jewels are stored. The object of these 
hasty pilgrimages is merely that we may orient ourselves, 
that we may know where we are, so that when by and by 
meal time comes we shall know Which road to take to find 
our way to a good restaurant or to anything else we may 
desire. 

1. 
The second chapter of the first book of Samuel begins 

with what is called "the prayer of Hannah", and yet ~t is 
a word of rejoicing and of praise. I think if you were to 
examine it you would find that larger space is taken to 
record Hannah's thanksgiving than was required to record 
her petition. Our thanksgiving ought at least to be in 
proportion to our petition. Many of us come to the Lord 
only when we have need of something-and when our need 
is supplied we forget to give thanks. I suggest that at your 
leisure you give these first ten verses a very thorough ex
amination, and see how abundantly Hannah's heart is' filled 
with thankfulness. "Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh." It is said of God that He "inhabiteth 
the praises of Israel". "Rejoice in the Lord, 0 ye right
eous: for praise is comely for the upright;" The Psalmist 
said, "I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth." So oug:ht we to be ever 
praising the Lord. 

I shall not take time to analyze this psalm of thanks
giving, but I recommend the students particularly to 
examine it very, very carefully, to see what it teaches of 
sound theology. Hannah was a woman. I do not suppose. 
she had ever been to any kind of college, that she had been 
taught by any human teacher; but if you study this psalm 
of hers you will see that she knew God. She knew who 
He was, and what He was; and she was able to give 
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thanks fer seme ef the great attributes ef Deity. I shall 
net peint them eut to' yeu-I may ask yeu students to' 
peint them eut to me later. So' examine ,these first ten 
verses, and see what they reveal of the' character ef God. 

I content myself with this ebservatien, that yeu cannet 
knew Ged· by reading abeut Him, any mere than yeu can 
knew any human persenality by reading abeut him, er by 
e<;:casienally meeting him. You may read the biDgraphy ef 
a great man-I suppese we shall find all the magazines 
filled with biegraphical sketches Df the new President ef 
the United States. We shall be interested to' knDw what 
sDrt Df ties he wears, where he gets his suits, and in Dther 
matters ef greater ·impertance. But when YDU have read 
all yeu can abeut him, YDU will net know him. 

Mest peDple know hDW to' be Dn their gDDd behavieur 
in puplic. The enly way YDU can knDw anyDne well is to' 
live with him. And that is the enly way to' knDw GDd. 
Yeu ,cannDt learn abeut God frDm a bDDk. "NDt from 
the Bible?" SDmeene asks in astenishment. NO' I nDt frem 
the Bible if the Bible be enly a beDk, and we cDntent Dur
selves merely with its statements Df truth, with what it 
says abDut GDd; without knewing the PersDn that the 
Bible describes, we shall net knDw much abeut Him. J Db 
had a very interesting experience with GDd, and he said 
in the end, "I have heard Df thee by the hearing ef the 
ear: but new mine eye seeth thee. WherefDre I abhDr 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 

The great principle coming Dut of thDse ten verses is . 
that if YDU and I pray to GDd in Dur need, and receive 
answers to' Dur petitiDns, and prDve in eur Dwn experience 
how wise He is, hDW gDed He is, hDW mighty He is, hew 
just He is, hew faithful He is, we shall ceme to' knDw GDd 
fDr ourselves-not the Ged ef a BeDk Dnly, but the GDd 
of Dur Dwn experience, prDved by Dur experience to' be 
what He is revealed to' be in the BDek. Hannah knew 
Ged; and I suggest to' YDU whO' will be ministers SDme day 
that when YDU can, in the CDUI'Se Df YDur pastDral wDrk, 
upDn an DId saint, a man Dr weman perhaps in a very 
Dbscure pDsitien, 'but a man or WDman whO' fDr many 
years has walked' with GDd, and has put His prDmises to' 
the prDDf, and knDws by a IDng.and happy experience hDW 
gracious Ged can be--when YDU CDme into the presence 
Df SDmeDne who has tasted that the LDrd is gracieus, allew 
yourself to' becDme a, student again. I hDpe yeu will 
always be students, but sit dDwn in the presence Df such 
an Dne and learn. 

That i~ why many a humble man Dr WDman whO' has had 
very little scheeling knows far mere abDut God than SDme 
suppDsedly learned llheDlogi'cal prefessers. Understand, I 
a~ nDt minimizing th~ impDrtance of the intellectual side 
of things. KnDw what the Bible says abDut Ged, for we 
can knDW God enly thrDugh· the Bible; but dO' net be 
cDntent with a mere verbal acquaintance with Him; I 
mean, with an acquaintance with the wDrds which describe 
Him. Knew: Him fDr Himself, as Hannah did. 

II. 
Then we CDme to' the story Df Eli, beth a judge and a 

priest; and Df. his sens whO' were alsO' priests because they 
were of the neuse Df Levi, and were born to' tHe priestly 
ministry. The rest of the chapter is a very sDrdid stery. 
It tells hDW the sons ef a gDDd man went wrong. 

Incidentally, YDU may -learn that gDDdness is nDt trans
missible. "Ye must be bDrn again." It dDes net render 
one immune to' evil to' have had a preacher fDr a father. 

Ministers' sens are prQverbially bad I There are a few 
exceptions, Df CDurse, like Brother Brown I That is their 
reputatien anyway, but it is Dnly because they are usually 
mDre cDnspicuDUS than Dther peDple's SDns. 

Certainly the SDns 'Of Eli lived evil lives. They prDfited 
by their pDsitien, and tDek advantage ef the peeple. In
stead Df cDntenting themselves with that which was 
rightfully theirs as priests, by law, they conducted them
selves in such a fashiDn that they made the Dfferings 'Of 
the LDrd to' be abhDrred by the people. It is always an 
evil thing to make trade of religiDn. . 

When I was in LDndDn, OntariO', there was a certain 
firm in which appeared the names Df twO' families. The 
family ef each Df the principals was fairly large, and 
they spread themselves thrDugh as many churches Df the 
city as possible. There were nO' two members Df either 
family 'whO' belDnged to' the same church. The husband 
belenged to' ene church, the wife to' anether, a daughter to', 
another, a SDn to' 'anDther, a secend daughter to' anDther, 
and So' on. They distributed themselves through as many 
churches as pes sible in Drder to get all the business they 
ceuld. If anything in the werld is contemptible, that is. 

But it was nO' werse than the cenduct ef the sons of Eli. 
They teek mere than their share, and cDmmercialized 
religien. The peDple were made to' stumble, and instead' 
Df presenting their Dfferings to' the Lerd with gladness 
and delight, they abhorred the efferings. 

'We here are all Levites. We beleng to' the rDyal priest
heed. There is but Dne High Priest, and we all, "as lively 
stenes, are built up a spiritual hDus'e, an hely priesthDod, 

. to effer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to' Ged by Jesus 
Christ". Let us see to' it that Dur practices are in accerd' 
with eur religiDus prDfession, and that we de not give 
eccasien to' 'others to' meck at us, to' stu91ble, because Df 
eur inconsistencies, eur wrengdeing. It is a sad thing' 
when men gO' intO' the ministry as a professien, as a means 
of liveliheed. I hepe nene ef yeu students will ever be' 
guilty of that. If yeu dq, I hDpe yeu wiU be Dn shert 
CDmmens until yeu are surfeited with it. I de nDt think 
yeu wilt . 

In centrast with the cenduct ef' Eli and his heuse, we' 
are teld Df Samuel that he ministered before the Lerd, 
being a child.' He was visited annually by his father and' 
mether, whO' brDught him a new ceat each year. We are 
teld Df Eli's declining years. It is a dangerous thing to' 
eutlive ene's usefulnes5-'as ,some preachers de. They 
ge't DId, but they are quite sure when they are eld that 
they are as vigerous as when they were yDung. I suppose' 
we shall all be guilty ef the same felly, if the Lerd sheuld 
spare us to' grDW eld. . 

I remember meeting a prDminent business man cDming' 
heme frDm New Y Drk a few years age. I really theught 
he was a man ef sixty er sixty .. five years Df age. When 
I learned he had passed the fDur-scere mark, and expressed' 
my surprise, he loeked at me quisically and said, "That 
ShDWS yeu knDw hew to talk to an DId man." I insisted' 
that that was my frank Dpinion, that I really theught he 
was much younger. "I am not sure", he said, "old men. 
like to 'be flattered, to' be teld they are yeung; and I think 
you are tryi~g to please me." 

Eli was old, but he retained his position and continued' 
in office until he was ninety-eight years of age. He had' 
had a leng "innings", surely. Whatever he may have 
been in early vears, certainly his autherity over· his sons 
in later year~ ~as practically nil, and brought only treuble' 
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upon the people, and reproach on the riame of the Lord 
Whom they professed to serve. 

In the twenty-seventh verse the!e is a prophetic utter
ance and prediction that the day should come when the 
Lord would find him another priest, that Eli's sons, 
Hophni and Phinehas, should both die in one day, and 
that God would find another priest to do His will. 

I think it is of special value to young ministers to re
cognize that the position they are to occupy is one of very 
great responsibility. The ministry of the gos~l. in our day 
is at a discount. There was a day when mmIsters were 
respected; they were looked upon as among the principal 
moulders of public opinion. Their' public ministry was 
. regarded as having. a certain educational as weI! ~s a ~e
ligious value. They were respected because relIgIOn was 
respected, and as men occupying official positions they 
were looked upon as leaders in the community. I suppose 
there is no calling in life that has suffered such a decline 
in public estirp.ation in the last quarter of a century as 
that of the ministry of the gospel. Ministers have them
selves to blame for that, very largely-just as the sons of 
Eli had themselves to blame for dragging the office of the 
priest, with all the honour that might have attached to it, 
in the mire. Here and there you will find godly men, 
men of strength and ability, who stand out, and who retain 
in some meaSllre the good name of the ministry; but they 
have to fight against the evil influenct! of those who have 
made it nothing more than the means of a livelihood. 

When Mr. Fraser was with us, perhaps four years ago, 
an invitation came for me to attend a meeting of all the 
ministers of the city in the Central Y.M.C.A. I was out 
of town at 'the time, so Mr. Fraser went in my place. 
Those who spoke complained that the church was losing 
its grip upon the people, that it was no longer being sup
ported as it once was because, apparently, it had lost the 
respect, for some reason, of the people. People were 
leaving the churches by the hundred, and it was almost 
impossible to hold them. ' These reverend gentlemen, the 
pastors of the' city, discussed among themselves what 
means could be adopted to revive the public interest in th~ 
church. They suggester. athletics, Sunday night movies, 
dramatic societies, theatrical performances, and aU the rest 
of it. One of them was bold enough to say, "Gentlemen, 
we shall have to do something, for it has become with us a 
question of bread and butter"---<and that in Toronto the 
good! I hope they will miss the butter-and if I had 
anything to say about it, the bread would be pretty thin, 
and stale too. 

That attitude toward the ministry on the part of the 
people is deserved when the ministry lowers itself to the 
level which was characteristic of the priesthood of Eli's 
day. 
o We do well to remember that the Lord is never at a loss 
to find someone to carryon His work. I delight to trace 
through the Bible the operation of God's sovereign pur
pose of grace. We look upon the work that Mr. Roosevelt 
is doing now with interest. I suppose it is so "Complicated, 
and belongs to a realm of life to which most of 11S are 
strangers, that we are unable to understand all the implica
tions of these great measures. But the one refreshing 
thing is to see that a man has at last arrived 'who is making 
himself felt. God brings a nation to such a state some
times that people wait upon Him for someone to lead them 
out of the chaos, that He might providentially lay His 

hand upon somebody as His instrument ito bring 
deliverance.. . 

That was so in Israel'~ day. The prophet came .to Ell 
and gave him a message from the Lord: "I will raise ~e 
up a .faithful priest, that shall do accordmg to that whIch 
is in mine heart and in my mind." 

Eli was a good man-and as weak as he was good.. Let 
me say this to you budding pre.achers: I h?pe you WIll all 
be goo.d. There is no place 10 the pULpIt for anybody 
who is.not a good man. But there are thousands of peopl~ 
who are good, who are not fit to be preachers: ~ ou must 
have strength, courage, resolution, determ1OatIon, 'a.nd 
enough personality to make people know when you arnve 
that a man has come. Try it out some time and see 
whether people know that you have arrived. . 

'Dhe late Dr. R. S. MacArthur, Pastor of Calvary Ba-ptist 
Church New York City told me of two assistants he had. 
They V:ere bot~ related to hiin, remote nephews, I believe. 
One was called Donald, and the other Peter. Donald was 
a very precise young man. He was very ni.ce! Did ~ou 
ever see a model in a window, one of those th10gs on whIch 
to hang a suit of clothes that nobody on earth could wear? 
Donald was like that. He was su~h a lovely boy. Peter 
was Peter. Peter came first, and Donald afterwards. Dr .. 
MacArthur, in relating his experiences with the tw~ young 
men said, "Peter was clumsy. He made many mIstakes. 
But 'he could not 'come into a room without bringing some
thing to pass. He would knock a chair over if he c.ou~d do 
nothing else, but everybody knew that Peter had arnved; 
that he was there. Donald could come in and go out with
out anyone's even noticing his e~l'ance or exi~." . 

Eli was a good man, but he dId not rest;ram hIS sons. 
Sometimes as pastors of churches you WIll Ihave some 
restraining to do. You will have people in your ~hurch 
who will almost worry the life out of you. You WIll find 
some of the greatest saints who ever lived, and you will 
find' some people who· are not saints as yet! They may 
be Christians, but tlhey are not perfected .sa1Ots, and you 
wiU do well to remember that a pastor is put in the church 
"for the perfecting of tihe saints". And you will have 
plenty of work to do! If the:r are. diamonds! !hey are 
diamonds in the rough. ,I remmd you that m10Isters of 
the gospel need to be men of ability, men of personal 
force, men who can say, No,and mean it; and men who 
can say, Yes, and mean it; men whose whol~ characters 
are of such a quality that they cannot be Ignored. A 
minister is not a mere cypher. 

I have seen churCihe's get into just such trouble as Israel 
got into for the reason that the good man in the pulpit 
was onl; a ~'good" man; he let everything go at loose ends 
until by and by the church was like a skein of "Wool after a 
kitten had been playing with it-all because it had had 
no leadership. . 

There was no charge against Eli that he lived an ungodly 
life, that he ever did anything that was flagrantly wrong: 
the sole defect of his character and of his regime was that 
they were weak, and evil became rampant throughout his 
judgeship. 

When things are dark, let us encourage ourselves by 1!he 
reflection that God always has a little boy growing up 
somewhere. Samuel was not known in those dark days; 
he was only a little boy whom a pious mother had lent to 
the Lord, who ministered to Eli in his declining years. 
Nobody knew what was in that little ·boy,-but God knew. 
It was no accidend: he was there. He was there in fulfilment 
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of God's faithfulness in response to Hannah's prayer; and 
it was in the plan of God to raise him up for that day, to 
lead. His people in the right: way. 

The thirty -sixth verse is a very significant one. You 
may have heard me quote it. The office. of the priest was 
so degraded, and the descendants of the priest, the sons 
of Eli, were to be so reduced, that the prophet predicted 
that the time would come when they would come begging 
for silver and for bread, saying, "Put me, I pray thee, 
into one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a piece of 
bread." . 

During our controversy of a few years ago a minister 
came into my office and said to me-ht was at a time wheri 
churches were taking sides on this great issue as between 
Modernism and Evangelical Ohristianity-"If I should 
come over to your side, what could you do for me-? Could 
you get me a position?" Sometime later that same man said 
to another minister somewhat younger even than himself, 
"Do not line up with Dr. Shields; he will not do anything 
for you." "I am not expecting him to, but how do you 
know?" "I know because I asked him, and he did not 
do anything for me." When he asked me if I would get 
him a position I said, "You know that it is not within the 
power of a Baptist minister to get another a position, but 
if I had the power of the Pope himself I would not do 
anything for you. I do not want you on our side at any 
price. I bid you good afternoon." He went out whipped. 
:What a contemptible thing! "Put me, I pray thee, into 
one of the priests' offices, that I may eat a .piece of bread." 
I expect that i~ ·all he ever received-and that was too 
much! 

III. 
We have a very interesting story here. That dark 

chapter closes, and Samuel is ministering before tlhe Lord. 
We are told "the word of the Lord was precious in those 
days; there was no open vision." The Lord was not ap
pearing to His prophets. Occasionally, as in this second 
chapter, in special emergencies, the Lord communicated 
His will to somebody; but, speaking generally, the Heavens 
were silent. There was no open vision. Tlhe word of. the 
Lord was precious because it was scarce. 

"And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid 
down In his place, ·and his eyes began to wax dim, that 
he could not see; and ere the lamp of God went out in the 
temple of the Lord" where the ark of God was, and 
Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the Lord called 
Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. And he ran unto 
Eli, and said, Here am I: for thou calledst me. . And he 
said, I called you not; lie down again." You know the 
story of how this was repeated. 

I suppose Eli had often called Samuel. I suppose 
Samuel knew Eli's voice well. Did vou ever think of 
that? There were not many to call Samuel in the temple. 
Samuel ministered to the old priest,and he must often 
have called him by name. On this occasion Samuel did 
not think there was anything unusual about it. Perhaps 
he was expecting a call. Be that as it may, when he heard 
thalt Voice he identified it with the voice of Eli. It was 
not a human voice: it was ·God's voice. Still God speaks 
in such a way that some people think it is a human voice. 
I believe it is our privilege-your privilege and mine-as 
messengers of the gospel to be mouthpieces of Deity, so 
that the Spirit of ·God may speak through us; 3It1d the 
man will go away and say, "I heard a sermon that dis

. turbed me very much. I do not know what Ito think of that 

preacher. He certainly stirred me up, moved my heart 
and .conscience" -and the poor man, like Samuel, thinks 
it is only a man's voice. 

ks yet "Samuel did not know the Lord, nei.tlher was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed to him." Samuel had never 
heard the voice of God. He was a good boy, surrounded 
by godly influences, and yet face to face with most ungodly 
examples in Eli's sons, but preserved from their errors, 
perhaps by Eli's counsel, and by his mother's prayers. 
But as yet he had had no conrt:act with the supernatural; 
he did not know the Lord. 

The fourth time, when the Voice called, he did as Eli 
had directed him: he said, "Speak Lord, for thy servant 
heareth." I have had some cases in my experience which 
illustrate this principle. Here is a man who is not a 
Christian. Like Samuel, he comes to the temple. Per
haps after a certain service he comes to the minister to 
talk over what he has heard. Als you talk wi>th him, if 
you have had any experience in divine things, you know 
that that man is like Samuel: he does not know the Lord; 
he does not know that the word which has smitten 
him is the word of God. He thinks it is the preacher. 
/He may come with his compliments, he may tell the 
preacher that he never heard anything quite like that be
fore. He may tell him his difficulties, his intellectual 
difficulties, and go away, saying, "I am not a Christian, but 
I am very glad I came because I must say that your ser
mon to-night made me think." If the preacher is wise he 
will not congratulate himself that he was able to awaken 
a thoughtful man. When any man comes to you· like 
that, young men, that is the time to go home to your knees 
and pray that God will never let that man go. 

He may come the next Sunday and say to you or to 
somebody else, "The sermon this Sunday was more search
ing than that of last Sunday." He may have a very 
pronounced opinion about the pre-acher. He thinks he 
knows his voice. That may continue, bUlt be sure you do 
.as Eli did, pray for discernment to perceive when the 
Lord is calling; and be sure you say to the enquirer, "My 
friend, I did not call you. My voice can never make itself 
heard to a soul that is dead in trespasses and in sins. If 
yotJ.r heart and conscience are stirred Somebody else is 
calling." . 

Eli said at last, "Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he 
call thee, tlhat thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for thy ser
vant heareth." So must we sometimes preach and preach 
again, and keep on preaching, until at last those who have 
heard us shall wake up to discover that they are being 
pursued by the Good Shepherd Himself, and that it is His 
voice which calls. 

Samuel had rather an unhappy time of it in the begin
ning, had he not? I shall not go into particulars. It is 
amazing that a mere child should have been chosen of 
God to receive that message of judgment, and to deliver 
it to the old man of ninety-eight. 

You are young men. Remember the Apostle Paul's 
admonition to Timothy, "Let no man despise ~hy youth." 
You will meet some aged people in the churches where you 
minister who will try to look down upon you. I remem
ber an old deacon in a place where I went to help a p3JStor, 
telling me that he had been mort:! years a Baptist deacon 
than I had lived, that I was not much more than a boy, 
and did not know very much. I told 'him that I was sorry 
the date of my birth did not please him, that I was getting 
over my youth as fast as r could, that it was not my fault 
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that I was not as old as he. You will find among your 
church officials good men who will tell you they know 
more than yOll do. Some of them may-but they ought not 
to know more about your job 1!han you do. 

I had a deacon once who, when I recommended a certain 
thing to my deacons' board, shook his head and said, 
"Pastor, I am an older man than you are. Some of us 
have had a good deal of experience, and I only wish I 
could live ,to see you as old a man as I am now, and see 
how you carry the burdens of life." He talked down to 
me. When he got through I said, '~Mr. So-and-So, how 
long have you been a Christian?" He told me; I think it 
was abou.t forty years. I had a paper and pencil, and I 
said, "What time have you given to the practical work of 
the church?" He had always been regu~ar in his attend
ance, and I put down on the paper all 1!he Sunda}'lS of the 
forty years. I did a little arithmetical calculation, and then 
said, "Do you see that you would have to live to be over 
one hundred years of age before you would have as much 
experience in this matter as I now have?" He worked at it 
twice a week: I lived with it all the time. He thought of 
it a couple of hours a week: I thought of it in tlhe morning, 
at· noon, and at hight. I dreamed of it all night~nd 
sometimes it was not a· dream but a nigthtmare. . 

lit wiII be your duty as pastors to kJnow your job, and 
knowing it, not to hesitate to take the full responsibility 
that belongs to the man who hros to drive ,the oar. 

Samuel was only a boy, but God had spoken to him. 
. There was no mistake abou.t it. He was young, but 'God's 

message had been. communicated to hi~. He held his 
peace that night, but in the morning when Eli said, "What 
is the thing that.the Lord hath said unto thee? I pray thee 
hide it not from me: God do so to thee, and more also, 
if thou hide anything from me of all the things that he 
said unto thee", Samuel "told him every whit, and hid 
nothing from him". Eli said, "It i's the Lord: let him do 
what seemeth him good." 

However young you are, if you are in touch with God, 
as Samuel was, and can receive God's message as Samuel 
did, you wiII find many people years your senior-if it is 
1!he word of God at your lips--gracious souls who 'wiII 
receive it. Deliver your message without apology. "And. 
all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet of the Lord." That was 
a great day. 

We in the Seminary' do not know whether you students 
are prophets of the Lord or not. We never say to new 
students who come, "We believe you are called to the 
ministry." ,Nobody- knows whether you have been called 
or 'not; you must prove it. We endeavour by every means 
in our power to offer you Qppo'rtunity for mental and 
spiritnal development, but the gifts that are in Sou, -be
stowed by the Holy Ghost, if they are there, must manifest 
themselves. By and by people will say, "I do not think 
there is any doubt about that young man's having been 

-called to the ministry; the seals of his ministry are 
·apparent." 

Samuel, as a good minister, proved that the word of the 
Lord was in his .lip.s, and all Israel knew that he was 
chosen to be a prophet. If you are called to preaoh, some
body will be called to hear. If the Lord has called you to 
preach, He will be sure to make it possible for you to find 
somebody to hear you preach. The two things go together. 
In the quiet of the night God called, "Samuel", and 
Samuel said, "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." 

And t'hereafter he so spake the word of the Lord that "all 
Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 
established to be a prophet of the Lord". It is for you 
to prove you have been called. It is for you to prove, by 
the ministry you exercise, that you are a prophet of 
the Lord. 

UWITNESS" AND RADIO LETTERS 
DeaT [).r. Shield.s: Wlhitinll'V'ille, M'lIlSlS., Feb. 28, 1933. 

I -am 'going ·somewhat ibelow ilhe '~bottom dollar", and am 
borrowing one to prove my sy:mjp6:thy in your /heroic en
deavour in !behalf of the kingdom of God.. I 18m a ruper
annuaJted minister, ·and !M'Y income is; very limited. 

Dear ·Dr. Shields: . THLSl01llbu-rg,Ont., Feb. 27, 1933 
Enclosed please find cheque for $10.00 for the 'Work of 

THE G<)SPEL WITNESS. We enjoy THE WITNESS very much. 

Dear Dr. Shi-elds: Spar:ta, Ont., 'Feb. 27, 1933 
Enclosed please find gift for THE WITNESS Fund. I wish I 

could do more. I prize the pa.per ver.y mu-eh. You :pl'leacil 
'and teach jus,t what the cl1urohes stood foo.- ~ars- ago, and I 
am .gLad some s·mnd for the truth stin. 

DeaT Dr .. Shields: HillSiburg, Ont., Moasroh 1, 1933. 
Enclosed you will find $10.00 for THE WITNESS Fund. Pray

ing 'God will bles·s every effort ·put forth -by your great churcll 
for the advance of His 'kingdom. 

Dear Dr. Shields: Halloway, Ont., Maroh 11, 1983 
Enclos-ed find $2.00 to cover the renewal of 'lllIY S'llbseri.ption. 

I am rplllSrt seventy-four yearrs of age, and iJt has Ibeen WOO a 
blessing to me that I do not want to miss a copy. I pass THE 
WITNESS on when I have read it, and one dear lady found the 
pIan ,of s'8)lva-tioon made so clear that obhe li-ght daWJled and Slbe 
was soundly converted, and is -praising ,God. 

I praise the Lord every d'ay for the sweet fellow.ship 'We 
have through THE WITNESS. 

-----
Dear Dr. -Shields: Paducah, Ky., Maroh 6, 1933. 

EncloiS-ed ,you will find $5.00. I mould Ibe glad Ito make a 
larger _gift but 'We 'aTe paying for -our own church !building. 

I -want to :say without fi'atter.y 1lhat the work you are doing 
over the radio cannot Ibe esti-InJated; obhere is no voice on !the 
air, 'and no message thaJt I read from pwpe:r, that :plants my 
:f.eet -SIO .fir-mly on the Rock 'Christ JeSoUiS as do your mes·sages. 

Dear.Dr. Shields: Weston, Ont., March 1, 1933. 
Enclosed please find $7.00 toward GOSPEL WITNESS ex

penses. We are glad you have been able to continue 
publication, and sincerely hope that your GOSPEL WITNESS 
family will make every effort to see that your fearless and 
splendid work is upheld. . " 

Dear Dr. Shields: Westmount, Que., Feb. 25, 1933. 
Enclosed find cheque for $40.00 to be divided among THE 

GOSPEL WITNESS, Radio Fund, Liberian and Home Missions.' 
Should like very much to have made larger contributions to 
each of these objects, as well as to the Seminary work, but 
like many others, my revenue has been much reduced. I am 
glad to be able to give to the Lord's work. 

..... 
Dear Dr. Shields: Sault Ste. Marie, Mareh 1, 1933. 

I am reminded through THE GOSPEL WITNESS of your 
"three hungry children" who always ask for more, and am 
led to believe those three children are deserving of at least 
enough to keep them active. We are not experiencing the 
palmy days of a few years ago, still God has met our every 
need and recently we received a bonus we did not expect, and 
feel we must return to God a thank-offering; with -this and 
other stewardship money we are enclosing herewith New 
York Draft for $80.00--$30.00 for the Radio; $25.00 each for 
the Seminary and GOSPEL WITNESS. May God continue to 
bless all three objects to the salvation of souls. 

Dear Dr. Shields: . London, Ont., Feb. 3, 1'933. 
I thank God for the great mes'sage which went forth from 

y,our ,pulpit last Sunday evening. If onlY' people would taike 
heed! I rejoice with Y'ou in ,the -blessing which I /hear you 
are experiencing, -and enclose my !Illonlbhly gift to iJlh-e Radio 
F·und. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Lesson 14 April 2nd, 1933 

. SECOND QUARTER 
SAMUEL, PROPHET, PRIEST AND 

JUDGE. 

Lesson Text: 1 'Samuel, .chapters 6, 7. 

,Golden Text: "And the children of Israel 
said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto 
the Lord our God for us, that he will 
save us out of the hand of the 
Philistines."-1 Sam. 7:8. 

DAILY BIBLE R'EADINGS: 
. Monday-Nrumber,s. 4:1-16. 

Tuesday-EX!odus 19:1-18. 
Wednesday-Psalm 130:1-8. 
'.l'IhIuorsday-Psabnl 99:1-9. 
Friday-Matt. 6:19-34. 
Saturday-JoIhn 15:1-11. 

1. THE ARK RETURNED TO ISRAEL 
(6:1~1). ' 

NoItwitbSltanding the :S'Uffering caused 
,by possession ~ 1:lhe 'a.;'k and ttlbe ~neva1 
desire :to ,get nd of It, there eV'Lden:tly 
was douht in the :minds of some of tihe 

. 'PlhiHstines 8lFl to the proper COUTee to 
pursue. The a:r.k !had ibeen in their 
,country for !SeVen months, (v. 1), When a 
,conference of Itheir 'Wise men 'WaFI called 
to decide rtfue matter, (v. 2). The advice 
given ,by rtfuem waFi to the effect that, if 
the ark wraFI to be Flent Iback, it s!hould 
not be returned em<pty, a ltrespas!FI offer
ingSihould @o with it, (v. 3). In ~nswer 
to the question concerning the naroure of 

':the .trespaJSiS offering, ifuey 'stated that 
such should cOnsiSit of five ~lden 
,emerods, images of tiheir d,isease, and 
five golden ,mice, images 'of the little 
.creature Wlhich marred ,their land, (vs. 
4 05). This !Seems to !h'ave been a 'Pl'lD
I¢tiatory offering unto God, in t.he en
deavour to gain His favOlU', and be re
lieved of the manilfesta.tion of His angel". 
The d1vine judgment on; Egypt is re
called, (v. 6), I8iIld: :the direction is given 
to return the ark on a new cal'lt, drawn 
by two untrained: mi~ kine, (vs" ·7, 8); 
and =bhe suggelSit}on IS made !\ihat tbJey 
sIhould 'olbserve the direction taken by 
iIlhe ,animals, 'and ,conclude 1:lhereby con
cerning the cause of liiheir trO'Uble, (v. 9). 
This suggestion was' in accordance with 
1ftle superstitious ibelief of the opeo,ple, 
hut it wa's oveTll'llled 'by God to convince 
tihem of His action in the matter. 

The direction ,of the PJJ.iliSitines con
cerning iIlhe cart was, at varia'lllCe witfu 
the co~nd of God whic'n enJjoined th'e 
carrying of the ark in a partioular man
ner, (Number 4:1-5). The di.vine way 
wa:s osim'Ple, ~nd d~d not lend: itself. to 
1hf\1.man mampu~ation or elaboratIon. 
The method of tranSIPo-rttation was fixed, 
not to be altered. Keeping in mind the 
fact- that rflhe ark wa's a sacred article of 
furniture associated with the wor:ship of 
God, we have Ihere presented tihe ,spec
'bade of unregenerate man ,adding to the 
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sim'Plicity of the divine arrangement, 
'and encasing the divine in the 'human. 
By 'S'\l!eh an action we are reminded of 
the action of those who add to the 'sim
,plicity of t'he s'piritual 'Worsh~ of God 
.by their traditions and ceremonres. Com
parison of iIlhe early worship of Pentecost 
and the. day.s immediately lI!f\loceeding 
that, wit'h'tlhe Roman 'Catholic service ,o.:f 
the present day, to take the ememe of 
ritualism will clearly ilLUJStrate :the facti; 
of rfue Divine being encaFied in the 
human, so ,mudh encased indeed, that it 
is diffioult to discern it. Between ,these 
two there are various degrees of human 
accretions in religious worship. Worship 
i,s FlPiritual in naJb11re, (John 4:24), not 
aeFlthetic, 'or sentimental, and man mUSot 
act in accordance wiJtb divine directions 
if he is to please ,God. Note tihe (present
day tampering with 1lhe divine plan of 
salvatiO'Il by riltualist, Modernist, and 
others, and explain the SCTiptural teach
ing concerning the 'SI&me . 

Acting in accordance with the ,advice 
of the wilse men, the kine and carl were 
Flent off, and ma-king straiglht diOl1" Beth
sihemesih, follOlWed Iby :tJhe PhiliSitines, it 
was received In that place with joy, (vs. 
10-13), the kine were offered as a ,burnt 
offering IIlnto tihe Lord, (vs. 14, 1:5), butt 
disaSilier ,speedily overtook the IP6Ople, in 
the. divine judgment meted out :to ibhem 
for their uns'anctified ~uriosity in look
ing into the al'k, (v. 19). This led them 
to re'!{Uest the people of Kirjabh-jearim, 
who hv:ed on the !higher landFl, to c'ome 
down and get :the ark, (vs. 20, 21), which 
they did, platcing it in t!he 'house of 
AtbinadeJb, (7:1). .By this incident may 
we le8.Jl'l1 the necessity for handling rev
er,ently all tihat pertains to the service 
of God. It will aid us in adopting a 
proper attitude if we remember the 
Omnipotence, majesty, and 1h0lineSis of 
,God, and our own uncleannes's, (ls. 6:5). 

II. THE DEFEAT OF THE 
PHILISTINES (7:1-17). 

The ,ark remained a long time 'at 
Kirjath-jearim, during which time the 
:people lamented ai,ter the Lord, (vs. 1, 
2). No explanation is given as to why 
the 'ark IW!&S ndt immediabely retturned 
to Shilolh fl'om :whence it had been 
taken, (4:3), :we are left to our own con
clusion in the matter. The condition of 
the people led Samuel to give them the 
divine meFISage concerning tiheir de
liver.ance fl'om Itbe ~hi.listine 1P0wer, 
(v. 3), concerning wihiClh certain ,things 
may be observed. First, the realization 
on the part ,o.:f the lPeople ,of their S'Ulb
ject:i.ve conditi'On to the power of their 
enemies. ThIS W8'S one of t!he first 'Silieps 
in their dteliverance, as a ,similar realiz
ation concern1ng rfue power of 'Sin is 
necessa:ry in ;bhe spiritual realm. Until 
a <peTSon realizes hiFi oondition as a sin
ner, (Rom. 3:23), 'he is not likely to 'seek 
tlhe way of salvation, (Acts 2:37). Such 
reali-zation, or conviction of sin c'omeS'· 
througih the work of the Holy Spirit u.pon 
the sinner, (J,Oihn 16:8). 

The seoond rflhing of note is' the desire 
,of the ,people to be free from their 
bondage. To what extent ,they weresulb
ject to the exerciFie of Philistine power 
we know not, but ,g,uch su,bjection of any 
kind, with the conFitant fear of enemy 
incursions into their land, 'WillS: distinctly 
unpleasant, 'and ih'llomHiating 'as well as 
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imiplying the de<privation of Uberty, and 
we do not wonder that the :people desired 
to ibe freed !f;rom it. In t!he spiritual 
realm, however, there is a worse .bond
'age} for s-in affects .body and soul, ,a:nd 
re'alizatioon of this leads men to deslre 
,and cry o-ut .ror deliverance tberefrom, 
(Acts 16:3{). Third, ()bserve the desire 
of the ,people to return unto the Lord. 
They knew that ,their aftiicti'On ibad come 
upon them thll'Dugh tbeir diSiobedience to 
the law ,o.:f ,God, and understood also that 
no i1DlProvement in their condition would 
take place until they returned un'bo the 
One Whom they had forsaken. Tilie root 
of the world',s trourbles, individually and 
collectively lieFi in the 'Soame disobedient 
attitude, ~nd the re1I)!edy in the !same 
kind of return·. Note the natu.re of mrn
ing to God, in :\ilie spiritual sense, and 
the scriptural :invitations so to do, (Ezek. 
14:6; Acts 26:20). 

In tihe f.ourt'h place, Observe t!he com
mand to put away the Sotrange ~ds, 
and to ·prepare their :hearts unto the 
lJord that they might 'serve Him only. 
We cannot 'serve God and idols, ,(Atctts 6: 
24), bher.e must be'a forsaking of that 
which is evil, (Is. 55:7), a cOlIIIPlete 
turning from idols to serve tbe living 
and tr:ue God, (1 Thess. 1:9). If we 
would FIeI'Ve God we must be done with 
sin, (Prov. 28:13) for He is, 'a :holy, jusit, 
and jealou:s God, (Ex. 20:5; Ezek. 39:25), 
and must have first place in the life 
Wlbich He ihonOlllXS with His opresence. 
Note the jusrti.ce of this, in rfue light o;f 
the fact that He is ,both Creator and Re
deemer of men, and .also the neces'sity 
and wisdom of yielding thereto. 
Obedience ibrings bIessing, and the 
Israelites are given the assumnce that 
adopting this ,wttitude ,God would; deliver 
them out of tfue hand ,of the Philisltines. 
And :they obeyed the command and put 
away their idols, (v. 4). . 

After delivering ibis message, and 'be
ing aoss'lll'ed 'of the oom'Pliance of the 
people therewith, Samuel gave ;the com
mand to "gather all Israel to Mi'Zlpeh, 
;th'at there he might pray !fOol: tlhem, (v. 
5). The ISTaelites assembled as dil'lected, 
and oonfessed :tiheir sins' 'before the 
Lord, and Samuel judged them there, (v. 
6). They manifested the ri.giht spirit 
for acicnowledgm;ent of sdn 1P1'IeCedes for
giveness and 'Cleansing, (1 John 1:9). 
The .gathering Ibogetiher of the IsvaeIites 
Slbirred !the P1bilistines to action, fearing 
rebellion possdlbly, and they came '1lip 
'against them, (v. 7). This constituted 
aFievere test for the children of IS'l"ael, 
-and they' were very mulC'h: afraid, and 
caned u,pon Samuel to cry unJto .God on 
tiheir -behalf, (vs. 7, 8). This attitude is 
in ,g.r:ea't contra'S!t to that of the early 
years in tbe land, when they boldly 
attacked tlheir enemies; ,bm forFiaking 
God they lost the aSlS!U.r.ance of victory, 
'and became weSik in the face of their 
foes. Sin hrings defeat to the people of 
'God. In compliance wi1ftl their requeSlt 
Samuel cried unto t!he L01"Ii and ,God 
answered Iby ibhUilldering upon tIh'e Phil
istines, and granting Israel a decisive 
vic,tory, (vS'~ 9-17). Note the efficacy 'Of 
prayer, the 'signifi,cance of the offering, 
FlPealcinog of dedication, ,the Ebenezer 
stone, 1'IeCalling the ti,mes when God has 
helped us, the restitution made !by the 
P.hiHSltines, and the work of Samuel. 
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tEbe Wnion .apti~t mitne~~ 
Is the Official Publication of t~e Union of Regular Baptist Ch urches of Ontario and Quebec. Send aU communications to 'the 

Office Secretary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada. 

THE ANNIVERSARY NUMBER OF 
THE MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 

We ·are announcing the Anniversary 
Number of the MiSlSionary Bulletin issued 
on Miare'h 15th because it appears this 
month. in celebrating style. Please send 
in you<r requests 'as' soon as pososible and 
let us Imow if the Bulletin is pl"oving 
helpful to you. 

NEWS FROM GUELPH. 
A letter fl"om Pastor H. H. Ohi:pcihase 

,bearing the date of March 6th, reads in 
part-

"My,. what a time we had last night. 
Ou,r s-ervice lasted for over two Ihours 
and ·what a manifestation of God's power 
Was in our m,idst. T·en came forward; 
nin:e seeking salvatiGn and 'one far /bap
tism. Three of the ten were ladies for 
whGm much :prayer' has ,been made. There 
were those under conviction 'Who did not 
come forward, please pray for ,thoem. One 
of the ladies· wtho came forward got up 
in the after-meeting and testified. I 
wish ,that you could have !been wirth us to 
enjoy the real old-fashioned revival se<r
vice. Please pray for three men who 
were under convictiGn last niglht; their 
wi'Ves !have 'been converted 'so let us lay 
hold of the promises that they will be 
ne~. 

"We have !had two -ba'Ptismal services 
since ·we moved here--thirlieen !flave been 
baptized and there are some ten or thir
:teen on the lilst norw since last Friday 
evening. Ne~ Sunday morning Woe are 
to ,hold the first Conmnunion 'Service of 
the York Road Mission. We are looking 
fO<rWard to tfuat service . . • fouTtieen will 
!be T'eCeived: into lIllembel"Slhip." 

(Our readers will remember an appeal 
we made for Guelph some weeks ago. 
M:r. Chipchase went there without pro
mise of any remuneration. Through our 
appeal nearly $100.00 was contributed 

for his support, but to carryon for the 
whole year we need much more than that. 
The above account of the work in Guelph 
will show that money invested there pays· 
.large spiritual dividends. Send any con
tribution you can for Mr. Chipchase's 
support eithe<r to THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 
130 Gerrard St. East, Toronto; or to Rev. 
W. E. Atkinson, 337 Jarvis St., Toronto, 
Canada.-Editor, GOSPEL WITNESS) 

REJOICING CONTINUES AT 
BOBCAYGEON. 

Blessing continues at Baibcaygeon, the 
church has !been revived and ;tihe Lord has 
d{)ne 'a great work in their midst. Pastor 
James Forrester who has Ibeen as'Msting 
Rev. M. B. Gillion 'has returned to Toronto 
and he is rejGicing in the privilege which 
has heen 'his on that field'. Pastor ,Gillion 
is continuing the ,meetings' 'and pmyer is 
asked that the woik ··which is Ibeing done 
by the Holy Spirit wioll suffer no let or 
hindrance. Remember oOhe new converts 
and those who have heen restored, praiS!
ing Him iIlhat !prayer has been answered·. 

ALTON. 
Pastor ,R .. Le Drew <reports a deepening 

of the mis'sionary interest Gf the churC'h 
and two COnVel'!Mons and one res·toration 
recently. 

It has ,been necessary, !however, for 
him to leave oI1he field for a few weeks 
that !he ,miglht f,ulfil tJhie request of a re
lative who died: last 'Week at St. Agat:he, 
Que. Pa&tor Le Drew is 'bfking the .body 
back to Newiloondland, iproceooo.ng from 
Montreal by train; then to Ohange 
Islands' lboy sJteamship and from thence 
ei'ghty miles /by aIrplane. ,From 1fue ·air
port to the home iIIe will go 'by dog team-. 
During PastGr Le Drerw's aJbsence Mr. 
Wm. Layzelle of the Toronto Baptist 
Seminary win !have charge of his chu·rch 
at Alton. 

BRISCOE ST., LONDON. 
PastGr Robert D. Guthrie requests 1lhe 

rprayers of the churches for speciallllleet
ings' to ·be !held at .Briscoe Street ObJurC'h, 
London. The Lord has .been wcmking in 
the ,midl!9t of 'his ·people and eJq)eCtantly 
tfuese meetings are contemplated. Rev. 
Clifford J. Loney of Stanley Ave. Church, 
London, is assisting Mr. Guthrie. 

, d 
ITINERATING WITH REV. EDWARD 

HANCOX. . 
We have just received a report ,of the 

trek made by our .missionary Rev. Ed- -
ward Hancox who is looated: at the New 
Cess Station, Bassa County, Liberia, 
West Africa. lit is an interesting. report 
and shows us S'omething ·of the need of 
the people. 

Mr. Hancox writes-"From tJhie 51lh to 
the l'5th of December I was away from 
the Station on evangelistic wonk, trlavel
ling as far as River Oess', ·three days to 
the East. Four days were spent in and 
around the town ()f the ParamountOhi;ef 
of this entire ,section from the Rive'!" 
Ces·s to the River New Cess. A most 
ihearty welcome 'Was aooorded us' and 
many pleaded for :the estlllblishment of a 
Mis'sion in their di8otriCot. They begged 
me to leave Kanga, one ·of our 'Young 
chlU'ch ,nremibers who accompanied me as 
interpreter; with them that Ihe miglht 
preach the GoSipeI. Before leaving quite 
a number of the !people !had learned to 
sing, 'Follow, Foollow', I will follorw Jesus', 
and one WGman declared ht she would 
truly follow Him. It was· a JGYOU& vis1Jt . 
and I ,believe 'a pr{)fitalble one. 

"When we got into the canoe to leave 
their town a group of people stood on 
the rivoer bank singing in English and 
Bas&8 the chorus whic!h 1lhey :bJad learned, 
and they said good~bye with tear-filled 
eyes. 

"The trip afford'ed opportunity of 
preaehing in many towns where no 
mIssiQllary has· eve<r been." 

WITNESS AND RADIO LETTERS 
(ContinUed from page 9) 

were sitting in the auditorium. I al&o wish to slay how greatly 
I rejoice in your mini:stry to Toronto ·and the nations. It is 
heartening to hear a defense of the Word and the Deity of 
our Lord from .a Ohristian p~lpit in this· day of infide1ity. 
(Fl'O!ID a ,minister) 

Dear Dr. Shields: BO'Wllllanville, Ont., ~eb. 1'8, 193-3. 
Enclosed please find $13.00 for yo·ur radio fund, covering 

my gifts to ,the end of February. We enjoy the messages 
each week, ap.d wis'h it were possible to 'help to a larger 
extent. 

Dear Dr. Shields: Bangar, N.Y., Feb. 12, 1933. 
Our family have been enjoying your Sunday evening ser

vices for so.me time. We especiJally like the inyitation to 
confess ChrIst, .as we do nGt hear {lne very often in these 
modern times. 

Dear Dr. Shields:' Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 12, 1933. 
I listened with great .profit to your sermon this evening. 

Yes, I ,believe He is the Son 'Of God and the Saviour of men. 
I'm ·su,re many souls were touched to-night, and while you 
were inviting folks to believe Him, and the ehoir· and con
gregation were singing, "Just as I am without one plea", 
I dropped on my knees 'and prayed that many in both the seen 
and unseen audiences would come under deep conviction and 
be saved. Hallelujah, what a' Savi'Our! 

Dear Dr. Shields: Roohester, N.Y., Feb. 20, 1933. 
I listened in at my home at Rochester, N.Y., and heard 

your sermon and .baptismal service last night. Tell. those 
baptized I could hear their response as ,plainly as though I 

Dea'r Brother Shields: East Milton, Mass., Feb. 12, 1933. . 
My parents and I enJoyed your message thios evening. We 

.praise the Lord for those who l8:1"e preaching a Lull g<>spel 
in these d8.l'k days whens-o many are turning from the 
truth. May God riC'hly ibless you in His s·ervice. 

Dear lli. Shield,s: Shel"brooke, Que., Feb. 13, '1933. 
We listened last night to your service, and were glad to 

hear the gospel preached over theai'!". May God bless you in 
your 'Work. We enjoyoed your ~ervice very much, and will 
look forward 0000 next Sunday. 

------
Dear Dr .. S'hields: Phoenix, N.Y., Feb. 23, 1933. 

I heard your message last Sunday evening, and: it did me 
.good. ,God 'bless you and all Yo'lll' helpel"s. Times are 'hard, 
and jobs scarce, but now ~s the time olio help an the Lord's work. 

Dear Dr. Shields: Toronto, Oanada, Feb. 22, 1933. 
I enclose $6.00 for the RadiG Found. Thos'e 'baPtismal ser

vices are stirring people to the deptlhs. As the service Sun
day evening went on my nephew walked up and down the 
room, 'and 'said there 'is certainly a shaking among the dry 
hones. M'ay His ·own .people 'be stirred to CO!IDe to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty. 
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NOW THEN-ALL TOGETHER! 
FOR MARCH 31st, 1933 

TO JARVIS STREET MEMBERS . 
We must always begin at Jerusalem. Before God works a miracle He always asks, as 

did Elisha of the widow who had a creditor, etWhat hast thou in the house?" We must bring our 
pot of oil, however small, then God will multiply it. We cannot justly ask others to share our 
burdens until we have taken our full share upon our own shoulders. If every member of Jarvis 
Street Church will bring his or her pot of oil to the Lord we are sure He will so multiply it that 
this will be an outstanding. miracle year in Jarvis Street history. 

We therefore urge all weeldy-ofJering contributors whose contributions may be in arrears to 
do their utmost to make up their arrearage by March 31st. ' 

We ask every member also, old and young, rich (if there be any) and poor, to present a 
thank-offering for all the blessings we have enjoyed during the year. Let every member give 
something, if it be only a cent or a dollar, and let us every pne give as many dollars and as many 
cents as possible. We suggest a new thing: A Unanimous Thank-offering. • 

TO ALL GOSPEL WITNESS READERS 
All our readers know that the subscription price pays but a fraction of the cost of produc

tion; and since we carry no advertisements, our only other source of revenue is the WitnesS friends 
who send us contributions to the Witness Fund. 

During the year the Witness has published ~fty-two Sermons and nearly as many Bible 
Lectures; fifty-two Sunday School Lesson expositions, as well as the Union Baptist Witness pages. 
Thus the paper has endeavoured to plead the cause of many worthy works. 

We remind all the Pastors of the Union ~nd their churches, that the Union Baptist Witness 
costs The Gospel Witness Fund not less than $1,500.00 a year, for which we receive nothing in 
money. We urge all our friends of the Union to try to send The Gospel Witness a contribution 
not later than March 31 st. 

This note is written also to remind all our subscribers to whom we have written of our need, 
and to ask of each the question, Have you answered the Editor's -letter yet? 

Elsewhere in this issue are a few of many Witness letters which tell something of the good, 
the paper is doing. ' .. . .... ,. ,.. : 

TO OUR SEMINARY SUPPORTERS , 
Our Seminary fiscal year ends March 31st also. This has been the best year we have ev'er 

had in every respect but financially. We admit that our Seminary Fund is in very urgent need. 
Our readers know ~or what the Seminary stands, bU.t only yesterday we learned of an unusual 
evidence of the divine favour resting upon the Seminary. 

Among many others who r~sponded to the invitation to receive Christ last Sunday evening, 
there were four brothers-the youngest a bright lad of twelve years, the eldest twenty-two years, 
the others, fifteen and seventeen, respectively. Last evening we had an extended interview with 
the four together. We learned their mother died when the youngest was about a year old, and 
that her last words were a prayer for the baby's salvation. That prayer was answered Sunday night. 
All four splendid boys will (D.V.) be baptized Sunday evening. We learned that last Sunday 
was but their second Sunday in Jarvis Street (Oh, how often that occurs!) When we enquired 
how and why th~y came to Jarvis Street, they said, etA Mr. Watt called at the door, and came in, 
preached Christ to us, and invited us to church." Mr. Watt is one of our devoted Seminary 
students, and that story, with variations of course, could be multiplied many times. 

Send as generous a contribution as possible·to the Seminary at once. 

TO OUR RADIO HEARERS 
Our Jarvis Street financial burdens are so heavy ~e really, feel our Broadcast Service ought to be 

supported by our Radio Hearers, including such Jarvis Street members (if there al;e any) who hear by 
Radio instead of coming to church. If everyone will do something, and that something his best, we can 
balance our Radio account March 31st. If our Radio Fund were to show a deficit March 31st we could 
not recommend the continuance of the Broadcast Service. Please send your contribution by March 31st. 
Radio letters of last week and this indicate in some measure ~e blessing attending this service. 

" 


