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What. Is The -Oxford Group Movement? 
By the Rev. W. Percy Hicks, B.D. 

(The following article is by the' Editor of The Ch;,.istianHe,-ald, London, and is reprinted from the iss~e of that 
. paper of February 9, 1933.-Ed. G.W.) 

'This is a day of 'new movements; and because some of 
them are religious, and are more or less, independent of 
recognized 'methods and ideals, many people are puzzled. 
Frequent references are appearing in periodkals ,to what 
some call the Oxford Groltp Movement, and 'Others "Buch­
manism," 'and several r.eaders have asked fDr information 
concernqrtg it. The curious thing aboud: i,t :is that some 
wh'O have studied the movement consider it to be the wDrk 
of. Satan, while 'Others claim 1!hat it is ~nspired of 'the 
Holy Spirit, and is the beginnng, 'Of a new revival. It 
cahn'Ot, of 'course, iJ:i'e both. The problem to many is 
whether they shoul-a. give it countenance or avoid it. 

Let it fir.st be said that most new movements .have 
ihad to face prejudice and opposition, and it -does not 
necessarily foll'Ow thrut a thing is wr'Ong because it does 
no:t flow .alDng well-recognized and cqnventional channels. 
At present, at any rate, the "groupers" are very muoh 
alive and notably enthusiastic. As Dr. Hutton caustically 
puts ,it, they h~ve given sedentary hearers of the Gospel 
·':the jumps;" and he recalls the 

Story of Lord Melbourne, 
who, after li"stening to a sermon by a faithful evangel,ical, 
is said to have muttered, "Things are coming to a pretty 
pass when religion is made a personal matter \" 

Whatever may be our opinion of the Oxford Group 
Movement. one thing must be conceded-its adherents 

. are evidently looking for reality in a personal relig.ion, and 
are tired ,of tlhe empty platitudes and dead formality into 
which so many churches have -drifted. They claim to ,be 
making converts, and if this means that people are 'being 
'regenerated in heart and life through personal sur·render 
to the claims of the Lord Jesus Chn-Slt and trust ,in His 
atoning blood, we cann'Ot ,but rej'oice, for such is wrought 
only by the Spirit of G.pd. It must, however, be regret­
fully admitted tlhat little seems ,to be said about this at 
their meetings. , 

It appears that the founder and recognized leader of 
the movement is the Rev. Dr. Buchman, an American 
Lutheran minister. Weare told ;that he became dissatisfied 

with the' comparative failure of his ministry, and he set 
his heart upon finding " 

A Deeper Spiritual Reality 
for himself. Hav,ing found it, he began making hi.~ 
voca.tion tlhe work of leading ,others to a like experience, 
first by 'conversation with individuals and then ,by homely 
gatherings now called "house parties." The movement 
seems to appeal mainly to university students and 'Others 
'Of an educational tum of mind, and when Dr. Buchman 
v.isited Oxford it gained 'Such strength that the ancient 
univ:ersity city became its nominal headquarters in Britain. 
Let.it be . made clear, !however, that this. modern Oxford 
Gr:oup Movement has notlhing whatever to do w,ith the 
century-old Oxford Movement or Puseyism, whkh was 
the real genesis of Anglo-Catholicism, or the Anglican 
drift ttDwar-d Rome. 

The Grou.p Movement has made no attempt to inaug­
urate a new sect lOr denom:ina.tion. People are invited to 
"house parties," and the fact that so many men noted for 
their modernist ,rheology, and even 'some WhD lean to 
ritualism, are among their adherents, shoWs that tlhey are 
broad enough to suit' anyone. They db not e:lOCe1 .in Bible 
teaching, or give any considerruble emphasis to' study of 
the Scriptures. The central purpose of their gatherings 
seems to be " . 

"Sharing Experiences.'" 
It is -claimed by some of its enthusiasts that this is really 
a revival of the 'Old Methodist class-meeting, but there 
seems a divergence of opinion on t!liis point. There is 
certainly a realization of the sin~u1ness of sin and the 
need of forsaking~. Dr. Buchman sums up the spirit 
IQf the movement in five "C's" -;-Conviction, Contrition, 
Confession, Conversion, an(l Continuance. That sounds 
quite good on ,the face of it. But as one writer says, 
who has Ibeen in the movement, "every. one 'Of these is 
possitble on a purely moral basis-:-know you are a sinner, 
feel sorry for your 'Sins, confess them, turn away ,from 
them, and continue on the new way. But it, in addition 
to all this, tthere is no faith in ,the hlood of Christ and no 
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acceptance of l11he Lord Jesus Christ as personal Sub­
stitute and Saviour, ilien the gUilt of sin still remains and 
the soul is unsaved." 

That ~ad:ly expresses the attitude towards .the move­
ment of an old-fashioned evangelical, and is fully in 
accord with New Testament teaching. Cert'a.tinly, siome 
Group leaders have stated that they believe in the Cross, 
but a study of their writings makes one wonder whether 
they mean quiil:e the same thing as Spurgeon and Moody, 
and all other recognized evangelicals. It has been well 
said that 

"Christianity is Christ," 

and in all our doctrine and experience He must have the 
pre-eminence. He is "the Way, the 'fruth, and the LHe," 
and none cometh to the Father but by Him. 

This brings us to the central point of difficulty con­
c.erning the Oxford GroUip Movement, arid we will face 
it without any desire for merely hostile .criticism. We 
stand for the Truth, and desire to be fair in considering 
aU who profess to be followers of God. Now, it is 
noticeable that, in studying to understand the Movement, 

. we find that !its paramount weakness, pointed out even ,by 

. some of its sympathizers, is the lack of any dootrinal 
basis. Such men as Canon Raven and Dr. R. J. Campbell, 
for instance, urge that this lack should receive attention, 
"for if it does nut (says Dr. Campbell) the tendency will 
be for the present emotional zeal of tlhe groups to peter 
out .... The principal weight of group testimony, s'O far, 
is upon moral change. Is it enough?" 

The answer of aU true evangeti,caIs would be, No, a 
thousand times No I Spiritual experience comes by faith, 
and if there is an absence of doctrine, where is the 
f'Oundation for faith? The New Testament is 

The One Supreme Authority 

in spiritual knowledge and experience, and the elemend:ary 
doctr,ine of the inspired Scriptures is the need of faith in 
Christ as Saviour. "Not of wor-ks, lest any man should 
boa'st." 

To ta~k of "sur.render," when there is no recognition of 
Christ's atonement, is a delusion, and to substitute "ex­
perience" for revelation ,is as unsafe a foundation as 
trusting to feelings. 

It may Ibe admitted that some born-again Christians 
have been attracted to the movement-as they have been 
to other movements outside the ol"ganized churches­
because of the evident enthusiasm and apparent. vi,tality in 
contrast with the lassitude and lifelessness of many 
churclhes; but Group leaders may well consider their bear­
ings, and set themselves the task of bringing the movement 
into line with those who exalt the written Word and 
magnify the liv.ing Word. To keep on recalling moral 
failures is a vastly different thing from testi.fying to our 
fai,th in Christ and the joy of His salvation. 

Let us not be misunderstood. We admire almost any 
enthusiasm in these decadent days, and :if any movement 
can help us forward on the road to a real spiri.tual rev.ival 
in the power of tlhe Holy Spirit, all true ibelievers will 
rejoice. There Is a tremendous need for calling to the 
Church of God today, "Awa:ke, ,thou that sleepest, and 
arise from the dead, and Cohrist shall give thee light." 
Youthful minds and heants are yearning 

For a Real, Vital Godliness, 
and there is "a sound of a going among the mulberry 
tr.ees," in many parts of our land and of the world. But 
from the days of Pentecost no ·spiritual quickening has 
come apart from the doctrine of the Cross, and no power 
of ,tihe will has brought salvation apart 'from ilie work of 
tlle Holy Spirit of God. 

One of the most revealing studies of the movement 
has come from Oxford itself. The Rev. C. oM. Chavasse, 

, M.A., Master of St. Peter's Hall, OX'ford, who is a pro­
nounced evangelical, says: "Many in Oxford, like myself, 
who count disciples of ·Dr. Buc,kptan among our friends, 
and admire ,their zeal and sincenty, are filled w.ith grave 
mIsgivings about this cult, which we have watched closely 
for five years, and our m.isgivings are shared by practically 
all religious leaders and responsible persons in the Uni­
versity. Dr. Buchman's groups have within them the 
seeds of death. . . . The root error of the groups is that 
they are founded upon no essentially Christian basis. A 
particular group may be Christian if .it possesses a Chris­
tian leader, but the atoning and empowering Person of 
our Lord does not emerge naturally from their teaching. 
A'Ocording to their practices communion between God and 
man is not mediated through 'Our Lord Jesus Christ alonej 
and He has been dragged in as a Patron, 

Or as an Example 'Only 
of what our communion with God might ,be. The groups 
are out to change lives, but not to win men and women to 
Jesus Christ. Their theology (a1.though they profess to 
have none) seems to be a leap from surrender to God 
the Father to communion with God -the Holy Spirit. The 
group itself, with the influence and inspirntion of its 
fellowship, seems to take the place of Christ .... The 
very grea.t majority of the members of the groups who 
are staunch and splendid were Christiam.s already, with 
a Christian background, and the groups gave them the 
challenge and the shake-up they needed." . 

This statement by one of the greatest' Christians in 
the University cannot be passed over lightly, especially 
as it confirms the testimony of others. N ow, the gr~atest 
heresy of these modern days is the attempt to beHttle the 
Lord Jesus Christ and put His atoning work lin the back­
ground. With all charity and Christian for:bearance, we 
would ask group leaders to consider this: 

"What Think Ye of Christ?" 
By Him alone comes regeneration of heart and life. We 
greatly sympathize wl,th the manifest desire of youthful 
minds to find a, real vital faith in place of the cold f<;>rmal­
ity of many churches, and the lifeless philosophies of 
modernist preachers; but let no one imagine that the 
Word of God has been dethroned as the supreme author­
ity and revelation of God, or that "the blood of His 
cross" is no longer an atonement for sin. The urgent need 
of the time is not new cults or new theologies, !hut a con­
trite return to the blood-sprinkled way of Calvary. "The 
way of the Cross leads home," We assure all young 
,people that by the grace of God there is deliverance from . 
the power and love of sin, through a simple tbelieving 
acceptance of Christ, "who offered one sacrifice for sins 
for ever," and "by one offering perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified" (Heb. 10 :12; 14); and all who come 
to &d through Him may experience the joy of H;is 
salvation. 

! 
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THE ·BUCHMANITES. 
(We desire that our readers should have the fullest 

information obtainable about Buchmanism, or, as it is 
now more attractively named, the Oxford Group Move­
ment. For this reason' we publish the following article 
which appeared as the leading editorial in The Presby­
terian Record, published in Toronto, February, 1933. This 
paper is' described on its front pa~e as being "the official 
Monthly Record of the Presbytenan Church in Canada." 
Our view of the Oxford Group Movement is known to 
our readers; therefore comment on this .editorial is 
unnecessary.) 
The religious sensation of the period, in a certain area at 

least, has been created by a company known as The Oxford 
Group, whose members visited some of our leading cities, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, and Hamilton. The ~e:ports of 
their activities reached every part of the Dommlon and. 
.corresponding interest in their character and work was 
.awakened. Crowds' waited on them in the Assembly halls of 
the large hotels in which their public meetings were held, 
.churches were well filled when members of the group ap­
peared in the pulpit at the regular services, and the press 
very fully reported their meetings and their messages, and 
.heralded their alleged successes. 

Judgment upon the character of this group and their work 
.has ranged from unqualified approval an~ .h!ghest commenda­
tion, on the one hand, to sharpes~ crItIcIsm ~n4 sev.erest 
.condemnation on the other. Some years ago PreSIdent HIbben 
of Princeton University, after investigation, denied to Buch­
man, and his followers, the freedom of the University; yet at 
.a meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America in December last the President of Princeton 

. Theological Seminary, Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, represented the 
movement as a return to primitive Christianity in its sim­
plicity of faith, righteousness, fervour, and fellowship. The 
President of McMaster University, Hamilton, is reported to 
the effeCt that' such was their gracious influence that if he 
could he would pay the return fares of all of them to the Old 
Land-, a deliverance perhll/Ps' a little unh'2IPPy in its· sugges­
tiveness. It w()/\lld have been more logical :lior him to SlaY' that 
in view of their great and good work he would be ready to 
pay, if he could, all the expenses of a protracted stay. His 
approval was, however, evidently wholehearted. The Presi­
.dent of the University of Toronto, Dr. Cody, is said to have 
described the company as The Salvation Army in evening 
dress. If commendation this .is, it is' somewhat restrained. 
The Detroit Free Press discusses the leader, Dr. Frank Buch­
man, under the suggestive interrogation, "Saint or Sales­
man?" and another critic asks, "Is this another modern 
racket?" Such are some of the extremes of judgment evoked. 

That the movement or group should invite approval and 
win adherents. is not strange. High ideals in morals are 

, expressed in their four absolutes: .honesty, purity, unselfish­
ness, and love; they point to changed lives and the fruits of 
:repentance iIII restitution and reconciliation; they establish 
intimate relationships with apparently happy and helpful 
fellowship; they are zealous and many regard them as truly 
sincere. Those who consider -the Church to be cold and formal 
and who constantly, though very vaguely, insist upon the 
need of a revival, welcome the group, and the universal ex­
perience of sore trial, ,as history shows, is propitious for any 
individual or company promising relief from heartache, fear, 
unhappiness, and the sense of helplessness. 

Then, too, the 19TIoup is fortunate in the name it bears for 
this designation relates it in the minds of some to that cele­
brated Oxford movement about a century ago, and leads 
·others to ·assume that the group comes with the official com­
mendation of the great English University. True, they have 
laboured in both Oxford and Cambridge, but without any 
official relationship to these honoured seats of learning. 

The name, The Oxford' Group, was first adopted or given, 
when a group from Oxford went to South Africa in 1928. If 
.priority of service should warrant their bearing the name of 
any university, then properly they should be The Princeton 
Group.' . 

Their proper name is Buchmanites, for they are the fol­
lowers of Dr. Buchman, as Wesleyans were the followers of 
John WesleY'- .'l'he name, however, does IIIo·t so readily and 
cordially recommend them as The Oxford Group. 'In this 
connection one has remarked that their adoption and retain-

ing this name is quite inconsistent with their profession 9f 
absolute honesty. 

The movement was born of the genius and fervour of a 
Lutheran minister in the U.S.A., Dr. F. N. D. Buchman, who 
at the age of twenty-four was ordained to the ministry of 
that Church. He seems to have suffered from disquiet and 
uncertainty in his experience as a Christian, and in his 
service as'a minister. In his search for satisfaction he visited 
Keswick, England, in 1908, and reports that at Cumberland, 
after hearing a woman speak on The Cross, though not re~ 
membering anything that was said, he experienced a wonder­
ful change affecting his whole being. Even his body seemed. 
surcharged with vitality. Then began his work amongst 
students. Though he keeps to a degree in the 'background, 
Dr. Buchman is, without doubt, the forceful personality in 
control of this body of workers. -

As to their belief, no definite statement, so far' as we have 
observed, has been made, and any attempt to elicit informa­
tion in that particular results apparently in the vaguest forxq 
of replies. . 
. Their work is promoted by group meetings, personal inter­

views, and house parties. At the group meetings the chief 
features are convel.'sation and personal testimony in which t~~ 
confession of sins .has a large place. There is neither teach­
ing nor form of worship in the ordinary acceptancE' of these 
terms. The evidence seems preponderant that in these con-· 
fessions sex has a very large place, and from what happened 
in Toronto the effect upon many good and pure people is that 
of abhorrence and repulsion. What goes on 'at their. house 
paIties is val.'iously reported and some 0.£ it ve"!:,V adverse. 

In expressing our own views of the movement we feel 
under some restraint. We were denied the opportunity of 
attending their meetings, but, on the ·other· hand, met their 
representative who sought the co·opet'aholl of the Church, 
heard others' in the church where ,we worship, read press 
reports' and opinions with 8'Omething of the history and work 
Oof this body, and have been in close contact with those who 
regularly attended their meetings. Further we feel that_ 
caution is imposed because one must always feel the force of 
Jesus' reproof of his disciples: . 

"Forbid him not for there is no man which shall do a 
miracle in my name that can lightly speak evil of me." 

NevertheieslSI there remains,the dJuty of appraisal to the !best 
of cine's ability and we are bound to say that our conclusion 
is adverse. In the distance, when first we heard and read 
of this company of religious workers, we not only had an 
open mind but were favourably disposed. First contact, 
however, created a most unfavourable impression which has 
been confirmed by all that we have since seen, heard, and 
l.'ead; and unexpected support for our conclusion, in almost 
complete and exact srtatement, we found later in an article 
in The Statesman and Nation entitled, The New Revivalism, 
and in other publications. . 

Our experience, too, has 'been that of others, particularly 
ministers, who were at fil.'st sympathetically inclined, but 
after fuller acquaintance were alienated. In Toronto some 
ministers committed themselves in abject, uncritical surrendel.' 
to Buchmanite influence, but the ministers of our Church, 
though they embraced every opportunity to study the move­
ment and to judge it fairly, were constrained at .least to 
withhold their approval, and·this we believe to be -true of the 
great majority of the clergy of Toronto. 

This needs to be said, that we are surely entitled to fullest 
information about those who in religious work seek our ap­
proval and co-operation, and questions respecting their views 
of God, Christ, sin, and redemption, the great fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, should! 'be respectfu-Hy hea11d! and! faIth­
fully answered. The same applies to the history of the group, 
their methods, work, and character of their organization. 
Reticence or secretiveness in these particulars is prejudical. 

Futher, with respect to their methods, we must say that it 
passes our comprehension' how any C?ne ~f average intelligenCll 
-could compare the group movement· as conducted in Toronto, 
and the house parties as reliably reported, wi·th the meetings 
in John Wesley's time, as one newspaper correspondent 'did, 
or with the assemblies of primitive Christians. . . 

Their claim to the ideal of the absolute ~n honesty, purity, 
unselfisliness, and love invites question. ..' . 

Whiist they insist upon their desire to work in and throu~h 
the Church, in experience this is not evident, The Churches 
are asked to consent to aTr.angements,. not to' co-operate in 
making them. True they endeavour to seCllre· the approval, 
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in anticipation of their meeting's, of the leaders in the 
Churches, but that is entirely different from wholehearted 
and thorough co-operation. According to a hearer all the 
testimonies at a meeting in Toronto decried the Churches. 
We have been forced to the conclusion that their policy re­
solves itself into using the Chwrches for their own ends. 

Again it was frequently proclaimed that they did not want 
crowds. If that were the case they took the very means to 
defeat their own wishes, for they were heralded with almost 
extravagant newspaper publicity. It would seem as if every 
minister in Toronto and many laymen received copies of Mon­
treal papers reporting their meetings and with pictures of 
those who had commended them. These were followed by 
expensive invitation cards intended to reach many thousand 
people. Hotel arrangements were also made in anticipation 
of large numbers. 

They contend, and this is strongly emphasized that they 
have no organization, that it would be impossible to join the 
group, that there are no offieers, not even a secretary or 
treasurer as one said. In this contention the group assumes 
an unusual degree of credulity on the part of the public. 

. Who engages hotels and other places of aecommodation? 
If there is no treasurer why insist upon likeness ·to the prim­
itive body of Christians when even the twelve disciples of 
Jesus had a treasurer? Who receives the large sums of 
money that are given to the group, for their expenses are 
enormous, and they insist that the Lord has not only met 
these expenses but dealt with them generously, even mag­
nificeIlll:ly? Who goes to the cashieT of the hotel and! pays 
the bills? How was it arranged that a flying column of 
twenty should have come from Oxford to the help of the large 
company already in Toronto? All this business cannot be 
transacted without cohesion, co-operation and management. 

If there is no organization, are we to conclude that it is a 
one-man body in whom there is ·a dangerous concentration of 
authority and power? 

Care is taken to announce frequently and widely that no 
offerings are taken, * that the group depends wholly upon the 
Lord to meet their needs and the workers' requirements. If 
dependence is solely upon the Lord why advertise the fact 
sipce it is a matter wholly between themselves and the Lord? 
When gifts are received, they are announced in a casual way, 
yet explicitly, and thus the duty of others is tactfully sug­
gested. A member of the group is met in the King Edward 
Hotel by a man of unpromising appearance who produces a 
large roll of bills from which he gives a generous proportion 
to his spiritual benefactor. In all this advertising there is 
the subtlest form of appeal. 

A correspondent in The Statesman and Nation refers to 
money matters in another aspect: 

"Another questionable feature to which I. have not yet 
seen attentioIII m'WIl! is the colossal amount of money raised 
and spent every year in the interest of the movement-and, in 
the absence of 'organization,' without publisihed accounts of 
any kind. 'Teams' of propagandists, many without any vis­
ible means of subsistence other than group funds, are being 
transported across oceans and continents, moving on from 
one well-appointed hotel to another, or occuping on similar 
conditions permanent quarters in furnished houses and hotels 
placed at their disposal; the most luxurious of stationery 
is constantly in evidence; house parties, luncheons, and At 
Homes seem to be almost unlimited in number." 

Whilst the group is with James as in his epistle he exhorts 
to confession, they seem to be against him when he says, 
"Have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, with respect of persons." This, too, was· apparent, even 
intrusive, upon first contact. Of 'Russell's book, For Sinners 
Only, The Statesman and Nation says, "It bristles with 'blues' 
(the aristocracy) and the movement is marked by 'appalling 
snobbery,' and in it also is a 'sprinkling with peers, 
princesses'." One cannot fail to note in the group's publicity 
that the Admiral, the Baroness, the Moderator, and others of 
high worldly station ai"e not permitted to hide their light 
under a bushel, and this by those whose standard of honesty 
is not relative but absolute. 

·Since this was written. contrary to the claims made in Toronto that no 
offerings are taken, the report of a Buchmanite house party at Briarcliff 
Lodge, Briarcliff Manor, N.Y., an hour's run from New York, contains the 
following: 

"The morning meeting had just ended. I saw 400 people empty the 
big hall, ninety per cent. of them dropping b.ills into two plates at the door. 
Most of them were dollar bills. Many were fives. Some were twenties." 

In the confessions which they call 'sharing' the pitfalls are 
many and the dangers great, not the least peril being the 
menace to honesty and purity of thought and speech. Con­
fession in their form appears to be essential to salvation. 
Ferguson, in The Confmion of Tongues, says that they exalt 
.::onfession to a sacrament. Confession one to another of 
course is recognized as having 'a place and function, f,OT oft it 
brings relief and secures gUIdance and help from the 
ilympathetic counsellor. . 

Broadly speaking, however, the Buchman type of con­
fession, induced under high emotional tension, by subtle art 
and mass pressure persistently sustained, a species· of 
'third degree,' with sordid, shameful, and corrupting par-' 
ticularity, merits severest reprobation. T.he explanation of it 
in part is made by Dr. Shoemaker, a Buchmanite, in a re­
mark reported by Ferguson. Addressing a group in retreat 
preparing for a campaign, he said, "Remember they (the 
people) are interested in us as ratters. They are not inter­
osted in saints." This is their doctrine of sharing according 
to a leader. . 

All Christians believe in divine guidance, but not as the 
group seems to accept it by ignoring reason and commonsense, 
not to speak of Scriptural teaching. Our interviewer sol­
emnly told of their being "guided", in their season of quiet 
waiting before the Lord, to choose the King Edward Hotel. 
Thus they seem to have been led to the Chateau-Laurier at 
Ottawa, the Connaught at Hamilton, the Book-Cadillac in 
Detroit, and the Waldorf Astoria in New York. We do not 
say that their meetings should not have been held in these 
places, but we revolt from the smug complacency of the group 
attributing this choice to special guidance from God in the 
quiet hour, apart from personal considerations and the in-

. terests of their work. Here the occult has its opportunity and 
the group invites the odium directed against mesmerists, 
spiritualists, and the like. God guides but not always to the 
neglect of the eye, brain, experience, and circumstance. 
Obviously hlso suggestion is vigorously operative in the quiet 
times of the group meetings, and incidents recited even in 
Toronto would be· pitifully ludicrous were the issues not so 
serious. As in the case of fish consigned to the darkness of 
caves whose eyes disappear for' lack of use, so our God-given 
faculties, under this theory of guidance, must suffer atrophy 
and perhaps extinction; and still worse, social confusion and 
contention must prevail when a company of people individ­
ually and collectively assert their infallibility. 

There remains for us to' say that we should be guarded in 
thinking, much more in speaking, disparagingly of the Church 
when contrasted in character and work with the group under 
consideration, or any other. The course of time is marked 
throughout, and particularly in periOds like the present of" 
widespread distress, by frequent religious manifestations 
which sooner or later have taken to themselves form and 
organization. Many movements have come and gone. Some 
have waxed and waned, a few have flourished, but the Church 
has remained ~nd thus commends itself because it has stood 
the test of time, A whirlwind campaign ·by a company of 
religious enthusiasts is not to be exalted above the true, 
steady, faithful work of ministers and their people. Sporadic 
and ephemeral efforts, however attractive and engrossing for 
the time being, suffer in estimate in comparison with the 
year-by-year, in-season-and-out-of-season, sustained labour 
through the centuries of the ~arious branches of the Church 
of Christ. Two tests of a movement are ever just, one, har­
mony between profession and performance, and the other, 
enduring results. Our judgment in respect to the former is 
unfavourable to the group. Others may and do take a differ­
ent view. As to the latter, time will be the final arbiter. The 
Buchman movement is, up to the present, sporadic. His fol­
lowers have flitted from point to point over the world, now 
here, now there, and their welcome ·and approval by many 
cannot be denied, but their abiding contribution to the exten­
sion of Jesus' kingdom has yet to be disclosed. 

Meanwhile let the Church learn from whom it may, but it ' 
should enjoy the assurance that if it is leading men to live 
soberly, righteously, and unselfishly, if it is aiding them to 
bear their heavy burdens and to face life's stern realities 
courageously, it is accomplishing its God-given mission, Let 
us not be thrown off our balance by some meteoric display. It 
is for us to realize, as Elijah was taught, that God is not in 
the great wind, or the earthquake, 01" the fire, but in the 
still small voice.-R. 

, 
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DISPENSATIONALISM RUNNING WILD 
(The following article is from the Moody Monthly, 

Chicago, and is by the Editor-in-chief, Dr. James M. Gray. 
We reprint it with Dr. Gray's personal consent, and with 
our most hearty approval. Our readers are aware that 
we have frequently warned them against extreme forms 
of Dispensationalism. We are glad to be reinforced by 
such an authoritative voice as Dr. Gray's.-Ed., G.W.) 

Editors, MOODY M'ONTHLY: 
As I ha-ve confidence in your judgment on Bible t~aching, 

from having read the Monthly a number of years, I here­
with submit some new teaching by a pastor of the Funda­
mentalist Church of this city. At least the teaching is new 
to us. . 

On account of its tendency toward Modernism we left the 
Baptist Church about the first of September with the inten­
tion of joining the Fundamentalist Church. But the second 
Sunday after this change the pastor of the latter began a 
series of sermons on "The Greatest Mistake of the Church" 
(or Body of Christ). 

The teaching is dispensational, the old and new covenant 
being for the Jews only. Matthew, Mark, and Luke, are to 
and for the Jews only. Acts to the twenty-eighth chapter 
and twenty-fifth verse is for the Jews. Gentiles are to believe 
and be saved, but no repentance except for the Jews. The 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper are not for us. 
All the Bible is to us but not for us. 

Kindly give us an answer on this. 
Thanking you, 

o Sincerely, 

The exegetical disease in the fQregoing is symptomatic of 
"Bullingerism." It is a disease-a spiritual disease, in the 
sem;e that it is! a departure from the' nonnal in the functi()lJl­
ing of the body of evangelical truth. In some cases, the good 
brethren affected protest against the des[gnation "Bullinger­
ism," but that term is not here used opprobriously, but simply 
to differentiate them from other evangelical believers, and 

.. especially from fundamentalists as now known, who are 
earnestly contending and under great difficulties, "for the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the saints." It is 
trying for these later while facing a strongly entrenched 
Modernism, to find hanging upon their flanks these extreme 
dispensationalists who seem to believe that the whole Church 
down the centuries has been wrong. 

Who Was Bullinger? 
Rev. E. W. Bullinger, D.D., deceasedl19.13, was an Anglican 

clergyman of great ability, possessing varied gifts and a 
penchant for dissecting Holy Scripture. "Dissecting" is not 
an improper word to use,.because Dr. Bullinger was not con­
tent with interpretation or exegesis of the ordinary kind, 
which is a matter of grammar, the study of the context, the 
design or scope of a book, and the comparison of scripture 
with scripture. He insisted upon a kind of mathematical or 
tabular arrangement of every book, chapter and part of a 
chapter under consideration. This "arrangement" had two 
fundamental forms which he called "alternate" and "intro­
verted," for which he acknowledged indebtedness to earlier 
scholars, but particularly Rev. Thomas Boys, M.A., of the 
first quarter of the nineteenth century. 

He was a prodigious writer, Dr. Bullinger, of pamphlets 
and books, including A Critical Lel1:icon and Concordance to 
the English and Greek New Testament. He also edited a 
monthly, Things to Come, and in the latter years of his life 
this contained a series of articles from his pen which were 
posthumously collected in a volume, The Foundations of DiB­
pensational Truth. The complexity of the teaching in this 
volume is in itself almost enough to discourage anyone from 
even entering upon the study of dispensational truth, 
important as it is. -

.. Grateful Acknowledgment 
But after saying this, the writer would be unjust and un­

grateful diidJ he fail to admit the aid· which writinpi of Dr. 
Bullinger were to him at one period in his Christian life, 
especially in clearing up the profound and precious truth of 
the union of the believer with Christ, or the Church as the 
Body of Christ. There are also isolated Scripture texts on 
which Bullinger shed light for him beyond any other com­
mentator' he re<;alls. All' of this is acknowledged without 

reserv~ both in justice to the memory of Dr. Bullinger and in 
praise to God. ' 

The first "jolt", however, which the writer received in 
following Bullinger was in coming upon his brochure on The 
Rich Man and Lazarus, and discovering that he did away. 
with an intermediate state between death and the resurrec- . 
tion, and taught the error of soul sleeping. Indeed, as one. 
of his English critics said, "The unscriptural doctrine of total 
unconsciousness between death and resurrection did not go 
far enough for him, since he dE\nied that there was any soul 
left to sleep or any surviving personality to be conscious. 
To him man was not a tripartite being, as the Bible says, but 
spirit and body only, which together comprise the soul." 

Identifying the Hall Mark 
Therefore to us it was no great surprise to read the fore­

going letter and to learn of "The Greatest Mistake of the 
Church," namely, that "the old and new covenants are for the 
Jews only and also the Synoptic Gospels and the Acts down 
to 28 :25. That Gentiles are to believe and be saved, but that 
repentanc~ is for the Jews only':. Tha~ baptism and the Lord's 
Supper are not for us Christlan behevers, and that all the 
Bible while to us, is not for us." 

Of course, the letter may not have done entire justice to 
the sermon. And then also, the preacher himself may not 
have read any of Bullinger's works at first hand, but only 
some transcript of or excerpts from them in the works of 
others. Nevertheless, the report of the sermon just as it is, 
bears the unmistakable hallmark of Dr. Bullinger's teachings, 
and so we speak of it. . 

Fundamentalists Warned 
. O~e reason for speaking of it is because the error it repre­
sents is spreading, and particularly just now in the Middle 
West, and sad to say, among fundamentalists. For this there 
may be a local reason, of which we have been informed, but of 
that we are not now to speak. Our purpose now is simply 
but earnestly and affectionately, to place fundamentalists on 
their guard, and to beg them not thus to hinder their hitherto 
strong and united testimony against a common foe. Nothing 
would give more satisfaction to the powers of darkness than 
to split the fundamentalist ranks. And nothing would more 
weaken their 'witness to dispensational truth, including the 
premillennial coming of Christ, than to cumber up their 
teaching with such bewildering affirmations as those quoted 
above. Even Bullinger himself says that to pursue the study 
of the subject thoroughly, a knowledge of the original lan­
guages is indispensable. "No translation," he says, "can 
transfer all the arrangements and correspondences." Is not 
that enough to convince the plai'll! man, tOo w;}).'OOnl and for 
whom, the Word of God was written, that no such 'arrange­
ments and correspondences" are an essential part of that 
Word? Bullinger further says that while there is much an 
English Bible student may accomplish, yet it is "more perhaps 
thim he will ever .have time to discover or power to digest"! 
Why then expend effort upon it when there is so much of 
more importance to be done? Will 'such teaching confirm 

. the f,aith of the people of God in the Word of God? Will it 
increase the respect for Fundamentalism? Will it promote 
missionary effort and the salvation of souls at home or 
abroad? Will it build up Christian character or help us 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? 

We take a c·ase. A book has just come to hand entitled, 

"The Bible and Baptism" 
It is written by a brother beloved, a trained theologian as 

we had always understood him to be, a stalwart defender of 
the faith, and a leader among the fundamentalists. But, 
evidently he has come under the spell of Bullinger, and the 
Foreword of his book contains the astonishing declaration, 
"This booklet is different from all other books on baptism" I 
Weare not sufficiently familiar with the history of the sub­
ject in all the centuries to confirm that declaration, but we 
can certainly say ,that his book is different from ~ll other 
books on the subject with which we are acquainted, unless it 
be Bullinger's. In working out his thesis, the author says 
that baptism is not an ordinance of the Church, that it does 
not constitute a confession of Christ, and that the whole 
history ~f water baptism "is one O!f er·ror and superstition." 

A Castle in the Air 
It is interesting to note that this brother quotes such pre­

sent Bible teachers as Pettingill, Gaebelein, Barnhouse, and 
,(Continued on page 10) 
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~bt Jarbi~ &trttt Julpit 
IS MODERNISM RED COMMUNISM DISGUISED? 

A Sennon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist ,Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening .. February 19th, 1933. 

(Stenographical!Jy Reported-Broadca&t over CFRB, 690 k.c., 
as is every Sunday evening ,serviee 'Of Jarvis Street Chureh, from 7 to 9 o'clock E.astern Standard Time) 

"What man of you, having an hundred 'sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness, and go after that Wihieh is- lost, until he find! it?"-Luke 1"5:4. 

I have selected this text this evening .for the sake of 
the' principle it enunciates, to which principle we shall 
return in a I-ittle while to use it as a standard by which 
to measure other matters. . .' 
. My subject this evening is, "Is Religious Modernism 

B.ed CommunisIl} Disguised?" What agreement is there 
behyeen these two systems of thought? lOne is religious 
and the other political-what kinship is there between 
these two philosoph~es of life? 

If you have in your study a map of earlier date than 
nineteen hundred and nineteen you may as well give the 
map away, for while i,t may still teach you something of 
geography, it can teach you nothing 'respecting national 
possessions and government ; for the re.ason that the 
Treaty of Versa:~lles la~gely remade the map of :the world. 

Since the last century religious thought has undergone 
a complete revolution. That which was wont to hide itself 
behind· closed doors a quarter of a centuTy ago now 
t.launts itself in academic gown, in pulpit and university 
!JaIl, and :boasts <;>f its superiority. It is very necessary, I 
believe, that Christian people should 'be informed, in­
,struded, in. respect to these strange philosophies which 
now occupy the minds of many, ~d which are so gen­
er.ally propounded from' puLpit, and platform, and edi­
torial chair .. 

I. 
We are accustomed to speak of a certain form of reli­

gious thought as Modernism. Perhaps it may be well for 
us to understand something of its principles, that we may 
be abl~ to identify it when we hear or read it, that we may 
know.'something of what the modern school and pu~pit are 
teaching. . . 

There are, of course, degrees of Modernism. Few 
people take extreme positions, either in religion or politics, 
at one leap.' They usually reach those positions a step at 
a time. But if once they are set in a given direction, and 
they 'continue. to progress in that direction, it does not 
require a specially enlightened p-rophet to predict where 
they will ultimately arrive. 

Modernism, in its extreme form, is a denial of super­
naturalism in religion, though not all Modernists deny 
everything that is' sU!pernatural in religion in the begin­
ning; The p'i-6Ii!qc mother of the principles of Modernism 
is, as. I have of.ten pointed out to you, that strange doc­
trine that masquerades under the name of science, but 
·which properly understood is not science but philosophy, 
and 'which calls its'elf . Evolution. There is a theistic 
·ev<'ilution. That 'is to. say, there' are those who hold that 
,the' created ord.er must have had 50qle beginning, and 
they find it easier to believe in the eternity of mind than 
in the eternity of matter. Therefore they put some sort 
. of .. God, a First C~t,ts'e,. at the beginning of t!Jings, and 
recognize that thing~ as they are must have had their 
origin in Him or in It. ' 

But even theistic evolution makes God to be so remote' 
a figure, and removes Him so far from the actualities of 
life, that He ceases to be a factor in human affairs. That 
conception of the universe is that it is like a great machine, 
that it' was released by the hand of a First Cause, not· in 
its present form, ,but that it had within itself a principle, 
certain potentialities, and that by the operation of forces 
resident within itself the ordered universe has come to 
be what it now is. 

That naturalistic view of life obviously excludes all' 
conception of a personal and transcendent God Who, by 
His sovereign will, interposes in human life, answers 
men's prayer, and does for them what they ask. That 
mechanistic view of the universe makes life to be but an 
incident in an ordered and mechanical course over which 
mere men have no control. So the universe grinds on in 
its appointed course, according to the operation of certain 
laws, and by forces, not from without, but by forces­
impersonal forces-resident within itself. 

That view, when carried to its logical conclusion, makes 
the idea of a personal God so Temote that nobody prays to­
Him, nor depends upon Him for anything. Long ~go­
He had something to do with our ancestors, countless­
millions of years ago; but since that time we have been 
largely left to our own devices. 

That, in one form or another, and in one degree or 
another, is the thing that is taught in text-book, magazine, 
arid newspaper; ana from-I fear I should be correct i? 
saying-the majority of pulpits. I do not mean SpecI­
fically, and by the careful formulation of exact statement 
on the subject: I merely mean that the preacher or teacher 
proceeds on that assumption. You hear on every hand 
of the evolution of· society, of the evolution of this, and 
that, and the other thing; as though that were a fixed 
and invariable, universal and inexorible, law. If that be' 
so, then the application of that principle reduces-and 
must reduce-the Bible to a purely natural production. 
If there be nothing superna.tural in the universe, there can 
be nothing supernatural in or about the Bible. There' 
may be ,good things in it-and probably aTe, according to· 
that theory-as there are good things in human nature. 
In man's outreaohing after something better he has. 
sloughed off coarser views and principles of life, and is­
becoming more and more refined. 

Quite apart fll"om my subject let me say-'because it is: 
so humourous I cannot allow it to pass-if that be the law 
'of life, if that is how we have come to be what we are, and 
where we. are, it seems to me that some genius ought to­
wr~te us· some great anthem of praise addressed to what­
,ever gods there be, giving thanks for the fact that we' 
did not arrive earlier on the stage. For if the ~<rld as it 
now is be the product of the .operation 'of this law of 
Evolution, I fear' even :the distanCes, the staggering dis-
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tances {)f the astronomer, will be inadequate to measure 
the length of the road we have yet to go. " 

But I say, that view makes the Bible a bit {)f human 
literature, part of which is good, and part otherwise; part 
of it "00" be respected, and much {)f it to be rejected and 
utterly discarded. 

And, of course, that leads inevitably to the next step. 
If that be true of the Bible, it is true of all ,that the Bible 
speaks about. It is true of the person of Jesus. In 
order to be in accord with the stage at whioh we have now 
arrived, I will call Him Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth. Of 
course we "have not so learned Chr.ist". but our evolu­
tionary friends must reduce Him to a human level. They 
cannot accept His supernatural birth. 

There is an institutioll1 in this city, dedicated in its 
fundamental beLiefs, to the proclamation of the theory 
that Jesus Christ is not God, but was only a man. Not 
long since there was present at a gatnening witihin the 
walls of that institution a minister of a supposedly evan­
gelical church. When the question was asked him whether 
he was in accord with the fUll1damental principles upon 
whioh that institution was founded-I will not tell you" 
where it is; I will leave you to guess-he sa.id Ihe was in 
a:bsolute accord with it. "How do the officers of your 
church, and the members generally, agree with that?" 
"Oh", said" he proudly, ,touching his breast pooket, "I 
have my resignation written; if they do not like it, I will 
present my resignation." Such a man .ought not to wait 
to be asked for his re~gnation, because )Jhe institution 
stands for .the opposite of the thing ,his church professes 
to believe. 

Modernists teach that J esus Chr~st is only human. 
That excludes the miraculous. The miracles of the 

Bilb'le must be explained away, or denied. 
As for our l.ord's death: in that view, there was nothing 

supernatural about it. When once we have done away 
with the record, we are under no necessity to believe the 
story of the darkness attending H~s crucifixion. That is 
in the record, but could not have been supernatural. Some­
how or another it crept into the story, but we must delete 
that! He died like any other man. 

And as, for His resurrection-He is not dsen. They 
deny the resurrection and all the corollaries of His essen­
tial Deity, of the 'Supernaturalness of His birth and 
earthly life. . 

That follows through the whole" gospel. That being so; 
we have a different v~ew of man., The story of Eden 
must be rejeoted. Man did not begin there; he 'began 
'Somewhere else a good deal farther back than that. In­
asmuch as life has (been one continuous progress, and he 
has emerged fr.om the animal state, and is m.oving on from 
one stage to another, the elemental doctrine' of sin .is 
abolished. If a man has emerged from the monkey state 
he is to be congratulated. I do not wonder that they strut. 
around 'and spread themselves. The principle of guilt 
disappears, and witih it all recognition of responsibilioty to 
God. Man must, and will, by his own efforts, climb the 
golden stairs; and he will be a better man by and iby­
or, if not, his progeny will. be. The individual will .be 
m~rged in the race, and by and by-a few million years 
hence-there will have evolved an ~deal race. If we 
could look far enough in advance we could felicitate 
ourselves that we had made some humible contribution 
to the grand 'Consummation, eyen though we are but an 
atom in the ongoing of this evolutionary processjon. That 

is modernism when it is finished. That is the philosophical. 
background ·of this religJous decad~nce everywhere. 

II. ' 
Let me ask another question. What is Communism?' 

We read about an idea!l state .in the Acts of the Apostles, 
wlhen the Christians "had all things common". The rioh 
people sold .their goods, and laid the price at the, apostles" 
feet. They shared and shared alike. They had a ·com­
munity of interests and possessions. They were all the' 
same. But that oondition obtained voluntarily among the­
people, and was not the result of compulsion. The rich 
"made themselves poor of ,their own volition, and the poor 
were made richer by the volition of others. With a fine 
Christian spirit they shared their property one with. 
another. 

I need not go into that. It was not repeated.in ,the­
apostolic age. And it wa'S in connection with that that 
Ananias and Sapphira sold their land, but 'kept back part 
of the price; and because of their untruth'fulness they 
perished before the Lord. 

But what is this that now shows itself in all countriesr 

and is generally called Communism? I shall not discuS'S' 
the economic aspect of it, but rather direct your attention 
to deeper principles than that. This thing that calls 
itself Communism in our day is really colleotivism as 
opposed to ind~vidualism. The individual has but a short 
span of life, and if there be any evolutionary process in 
operation 'nn his life, nobody can see it Ibecause it is so 
slow and imperceptible in its development. Nobody can 
see that he is making progress; he is an infindtesimal 
speck on the road; .but our evolutionary friends tell us that, 
though it takes countless millions of years to mark any 
perceptible change, yet this man who perishes in the way 
contributes something to a better race. 

In Russia individualism gives place to collectivism. The' 
individual counts for nothing. It is the building, not of 
individuals, not the making of men, but the building up 
of a so.-called oommunistic state. • 

That is ever man's folly, to try to make institutions. 
I shall show you presently that God concerns Himself 
with men, with individuals, and that the Bible, from be­
ginning to end, is individuaUstic, and that it lays the 
emphasis upon the individual, and not upon the mass. 

Again we" have c1assism as opposed to individualism., 
A certain class is to be br.ought to the fore, and the ~n­
dividual is to be merged 4n the mass. 

Communi'sm sulbstitutes compulsion for volqntarine,ss. 
It is no one's affair what sort of- government Russia has. 
Every nation has a rig.ht t6 determine its own form of 
government. But in Russia-and that lies at the heart 
of so-called Communism-the proposal :is made that the 
minority shall rule. I suppose there are about one hun­
dred and fifty thousand in Russia who have imposed their 
will upon one hUQdred and sixty millions. They have re­
duced a great nation of one hunderd and sixty millions 
to jlbsolute slavery,--compulsion as opposed to volun­
tarjness. If Russia wanted it for herself, that would Ibe 
another matter; but it is imposed upon her by others. 
Politically, it is the 'substitution of a dictatorship for 
democratic rule. ' , 

These two systems, Modernism and Comn:l1.inism, have 
" much in oommOn. I do not mean to say that our" modern­
istic preachers and teachers had anything to do with bring­
"ing a!bout the preseI1l1: state of affairs in Russia; Ibut they 
have prepared the soil for the growi,ng of the same prin-
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ciple wherever Modernism ha:s been taught. And it i~ an 
amazing thing that to-9ay wherever you find a modernistic 
preacher, nearly always yoOU will discover him to be in 
sympathy with tlhe lawlessness of Russia. Our univer­
sities and colleges are full' of degrees of Communism. 
Why? Because you are Ibound to have it wfiere the tenets 
of Modernism in science and religJon are taught. If I 
believed the damnable heresy of Evolution, if J could be­
lieve it philosophically, I am sure it would make a Com­
munist of me; for if I were Ibut a speck in this machinew, 
in trns inexorable machine, to be ground into pieces, I 
should rebel so far as it would be possible for me to do 
so, and try to get out of the mess. . 

That philosophy of life is bound to produce lawlessness, 
whether taught in the pu'lpit or the -classroom. It r~pudi­
ates an objective authority. There is no recognition of a 
power from without: it js all from within. It is a sub­
stitution of subjectivism for objectivism in religion and 
politics. 'Every man becomes a law unto himself. The 
pages of history are turned back and we find ourselves as 
they were in the days of the Book of Judges, of which 
time ·it is said, "There was no king in Israel, but every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes." 

III. 
Let me show you where these things, essentially, 

philosophicaNy-I mean, in the nature of things-are 
opposed to, and incompatible with, the principles of 
Evangelical Chr,istianity. 

Oh the pi.ty of it, that so many churches are served by 
modernistic preachers. The majority of ,people have 
taken their Modernism just as they have taken a cold. 
Has anyone here a cold? Yes; I hear someone coughing. 
Can you tell me, please, where you caught it? Why did 
you get it at all? W'by did you not.let at pass you? We 
say we caught a cold~'but nobody goes hunting a cold. 
The cold caught you! If you were offered a million dollars 
you could not tell now you got it. Some microscopic 
orgamsm entered into your system, and by and by mani­
fested itself; and you found yourself a little off shade. 
below par, not quite one hundred per cent.; ibut you did 
not know how you got it. 

That is how people get Modernism. Th(!y are inocu­
lated. They do not recognize the bacillus that produces 
t?e disease. They drink it in' through the hymns they 
SlUg, through the newspapers they read; they imbibe it as 
they listen to their minister on Sunday. And unless, as 
we sang just now, free grace awakes them with light from 
on high, and they discover they are suffering from some 
ailment, the foundations of Christianity are removed and 
they, .believe nothing that is essentially Ohristian. They 
cap themselves Christians, wh.ile they are veritable pagans, 
WIthout an infinitesimal spark of Christianity left. 

Evangelical Christianity teaches the doctrine of dIrect 
creation. What did God do "in the beginning"? The 
text speaks C?f a man's leav,ing ninety and nine, and going 
after the one whidh was lost until he found it. That is 
entirely different from these modern doctrines. I read 
an a'Ccount of a great religious convention a few years ago 
in which a' man said that fOmlerly the ministers of his 
c~u.rch were accustomed to preach the gospel to the in­
dIvIdua'l, but that they had seen that was a very slow 
process, so tlbey had devoted themselves to various forms 

of Sooial Service, in the hope of elevating the masses. I 
cannot see ,that much has been accomplished. 

The Bible lays emphasis upon the individual. In God's 
sight one is never lost in the crowd.. A ·crJminal who· 
violates the law of the land seldom goes to a little place to 
hide: he goes to the Ibiggest city he can find. He reasons, 
"I can lose myself in the crowd." Christianity teaches us 
that we are never merged In the mass. In the beginning' 
God did not say, "Let us create a state", any kind of state., 
Human history began with an individual, and human 
society began with a human family. That is God's way. 

The principle of collectivism is directly opposed to the' 
Word of God. And the Word of God is founded in the 
nature of things. These modern theor,ies are opposed to' 
the nature of things. They are death-stricken, and must 
ultimately perish. "Let us make man", said God in the 
beginning "in our .image, after our likeness." And the' 
teaching of the Word of God is that He has never with-, 
drawn Himself from His universe, that this world and 
the other parts of the created universe are subject to the­
sovereign 'rule of a personal God Who "doeth according' 
to his will in the army oJ heaven, and among the inhabit­
ants of the earth: and none can stay.his hand, or say unto 
him, Wlhat doest thou?" The will of God is regnant in 
the universe to-day, and He is enthroned above. 

Therefore supernaturalism, as we call it, in religion is 
possible. I mean that God can stop the machine He has 
made .if He wants to. I Ibelieve the sun did stand still 
at Joshua's command, and I have no doubt that He Who 
made this world was equal to such readjustment as that 
miracle required. The universe is not greater bhan God. 
It cannot be. He "is over all, God blessed for ever". 

Then He has come to 'us in the,Bible. This is a super­
natural Book. Nobody imagined it: God told men to 
w.rite it. He told them to write things that no' human 
mind could ever have discovered for i,tself. The Bible is 
God's word from another world to this. ' It is super­
natura'l from beginrung to end. Everything in it is super­
natural. It is "the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever". 

The theory of Evolution breaks down at the person of 
Christ. Jesus Christ cannot be accounted for by that 
theory. Making allowance for the slowness of the 
operat·ion of the principle of evolution, it yet remains true 
that the greatest Man that ever lived was born two thou­
sand years ago. Noibody approximated His perfection 
before: no one !has since. I say to my evolutionary 
friends, "How do you account for that great Figure?" 
All events prior to His coming are reckoned as happemng 
"before Christ", and everything after as in suoh and such 
a year "Anno Domini". 

How do you account for, Christ on the theory of 
Evolution? Whence came He ? You cannot account for 
Him on natural grounds. His birth was supernatural. 
God stooped to human life, and manifested Himself super­
naturally, to show us ,that He is God, that He rules the 
world, and tlbat we must deal with Him. If Jesus Christ 
had never come we might have been excused for enter­
taining these strange delusions, but He is the Rock upon 
which everyone of them splits; for I defy any ratil)nal 
man to account for ,the perfection of Jesus Christ on any 
natural ground. It cannot be done. Never was there one . . 
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like Him before He came: there has never been one like 
, Him since. He was the one embodiment of the divine 

ideal expressed at the creation, "Let 11S make man in our 
image, after our likeness." , 

The image was made, but marred; and the Potter made 
i,t again. He began a new race, a spiritual race, in the 
second Adam, ,Who is "the Lord from heayen". 

I pity the men and women who do not know tluit tHe 
Son of God is come; the men Jnel women to whom God is' 
so remote that they know nothing about Him, that they 
cannot talk to Him. \Vhen once you admit that postulate, 
when once you yield heart and intdlect to that proposition; 
no miracle is difficult of understanding. The Virgin Birth, 
tIle supernatural element in the earthly life of Christ, the 
resurrection, are all clear to the view of him who has 
seen the Lord with the eyes of fa·ith-and that supernatural 
element may be repeated in human life; we may be born. 
from above. 

Revealed relig.ion, culminating in. Jesus Christ, as re­
corded in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, the Voi~e 
from heaven, lays emphasis upon the value of the 
individual. It represents Jesus Christ, as the Good Shep­
herd, leaving the ninety and nine, to go out after the lost. 

I wonder if there are other inhabited worlds than this? 
Some of our astronomers suggest the possibility of Mars 
being inhabited. I should· not be surprised .if there are 
other worlds inha:bited than ours. It would not disturb my 
faith, but only enlarge my view, if that were so. I shall 
not know here. Science will never prove it. But we may 
discover it later when we have to do with "principalities 
and powers in the heavenly. places", of which the Scrip­
ture speaks. I should not be surprised to discover that 
there are other worlds still dbedient to God, in which 
there are other creatures who have not violated His law. 
And sometimes I 'Wonder if this matchless Teacher, when 
He spoke of leaving the ninety and nine and going after 
the lost, had not in mind un fallen worlds who still do His 
commandments, and in His grace condescend to this 
:rebellious planet, and is going after the lost "until he find 
it". But I do know tihis, that in creation and redemption 
the Bible magnifies the individual. 

Is there a lonely man or woman here this evening, a 
stranger in the city? Or perhaps Someone who hears me 
in this, or some other city, who says, "Nobody cares. I 
am lost in the crowd." No, my good'friend, you are not. 
The Good Shepherd has His eyes always upon the lost 
Slheep: "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all." "So then everyone of us 
shall give account 'of himself to God." You wiN not have 
to give.account for your father, your mother, your ,brother, 
your Sister, your husband, your wife, save only as your 
example may have affected them, if that be so. But we 
must give account of ourselves to God-"every one of us." 

Individuals can be .lost in Russia, and nobody knows 
what has become of them. But the Good Shepherd knows 
how many sheep He has. He counts ,them, and goes after 
that which is 100st "until He find it". 

Thus, as redemption has been prov.ided for each in­
dividual, so in its a:pplication God comes to us one at a 
time. We were born into this world as individuals. We 
live as individuals. We are accountClJble to God as in­
dividuals. We must receive or reject Christ as individuals, 

D 
'be saved or lost as individuak I preach to you a personal 
Saviour-for individuals. 

Has the Good Shepherd found you? He comes seeking 
you to-night. He would fain lay you upon His shoulder 
and carry you home rejoicing. 

There is someone 'here to-night who said to me a year 
or so ago at the close of an open air service, "May I speak 
with you a moment?" "Certainly", I replied, "I should 
be glad to have cOJ;Lversation with you." "Well", s~id she, 
"do you really believe that God cares? Do you really 
Ibelieve that God thinks anything of me, that He has 
planned for me, 1lhat He actua!lly cares for me?" "I not 
only think so, but I am sure He does. The very hairs of 
our heads are all numbered. The Shepherd knoweth His 
sheep." She shook her head and said, "I cannot believe 
that. I have been taught otherwise. I find it imposs~ble 
to believe." , 

That lady Ibad been to college, she had been theologically 
trained. But she had been taught the tenets of Modern­
ism until faith could not grow in the soil of her heart. 
She did not :believe that God cared-nor was she sure 
there was a God. We talked together, and I asked her to 
come to see me again. She came again and again, and we 
talked about the things of God. Sometimes it .looked as 
though there were a glimmer of light, and then the clouds 
settled down again. The dawn was long in coming, but 
one Sunday morning, sitting in her pew, the light that 
never :was on sea orland shone into her m.ind and heart, 
and the word ,vas fulfilled, "God,' who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts 
to give the liglht of the knowledg~ of the glory of God i~ 
the face of Jesus Christ." She turned to a friend beside 
her and said, "Ob, I believe!" God introduced Himself 
to her. He came ,out of the unknown. The Good Shep­
herd came to the bleating sheep who thought nobody cared, . 
tenderly .lifted it to His strong shoulders, and brought it 
home rejoicing. That dear lady is rejoicing in Christ 
to-night, and knows beyond all possibili,ty of doU!bt that 
"God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself". 

I am persuaded that Jesus Christ is ·the solution of all 
problems in tile life of the individual. He is lhe solution 
O'f all community problems, of all nat·ional problems. Nor 
will human difficulties ever be removed without Christ. 
He is the desire of all nations. \Ve all need Him. We 
need Him now. 

Have you heard the Good Shepherd's cail? And will 
you say, "Lord, here I am, a poor, guilty, sinner." I was 
coming. home fro~ the Paci·fic Coast a few years ago, and 
the tram stopped 111 the deserts of Wyoming. I looked 
across the prair,ies, but there wa,s little to see. There was, 
however, a little settlement of some sort with a ,few build': 
ings; and I saw a boy and girl-the gi;l perhaps thirteen 
yea:s of age, and the boy younger. They were standing 
beSide a mud puddle near the track, and in the mud 
scarcely distinguishable from it, was a sheep, just like ~ 
heap of mud. I~ had become mired. The boy came fir-st, 
a,;d then the girl who. was apparently his sister. She 
dIsmounted from her httle pony, and went down to the 
edge .of .t~e ·mud puddle w~ere her. brother was. They 
exam111ed It ~o see w?ether It was stdl breathing, and dis­
co:vered that It was ah:ve. They proceeded to lift that poor 

,th111g that was utterly helpless out of the mud, and on to 
the pony's back, to carry it home and nurse it back to 
health again. 

\ ' 
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So have men wandered in the desert from God," so have 
they become mired in their own sin, so have they defaced 
-the divine ~mage, that there is no Hkeness to God left in 
them. But the Saviour seeks you. He seeks you now. 
.God help you to sing, as we shall sing in a moment,-

"I need Thee every hour, 
Most gracious Lord." 

Let us pray: 
Lord, we beseech Thee, brood over'this assembly still. 

'MaY,the Holy Spirit incline many to repentance and faith! 
-May many be soundly converted, really saved! 

For our radio hearers we pray. Speak to the man who 
is alone, and to the JIlan whose ,family are about him; 
'speak, we pray Thee to the boys and girls. We think 
-of hearers away to the south, across the line in the 
United States: -in Maine. in -Massachusetts, in New York, 
-in Michigan, in Ohio, in Kentucky, in Illinois, in Indiana, 
'-in Arkansas, in Colorado, in Connecticut, in Delaware, in 
Idaho, in Indiana, in Iowa, in Kansas, in -Minnesota, in 

'New Hampshire, in New Jersey, in Dakota, in Oklahoma, 
-in Pennsylvania, in Rhode Island, in Vermont, in Virginia, 
in Washington, in Wisconsin. In all these places they 
'have heard Thy word from this house to-night, aIlJd othey 
-need Thee. We think of others in places far away in, 
Ontario, in Quebec, away up in the northland, in T~mmins_ 
and elsewhere. Remember in mercy the, miners in their 

,camps. Oh, .Thou Good Shepherd, save them. We bring 
our radio audience to Thee. It may be hundreds, it may 
be thousands, and for aught we know it may be millions. 
Let this be a night of salvation, for His glorious name's 
'sake, "Amen. " 

DISPENSATIONALISM RUNNING WILD. 
(Continued from page 5) 

·even the Editor-in-Chief of the MONTHLY, not indeed as 
endorsing his strange position, but as affording a background 
for it. Now to be sure, all these men believe as teachers in 
other centuries h~ve believed, that there are dispensational 
differences in Scripture, but Bullinger and his followers 

-see those differences in evel"Y truth. As the English critic be­
fore quoted observes, "They find such differences where no 

--one else w()/\lld S'U.Spect them. A slight difference of eXlpression, 
the omission of a word, the occurrence of a certain phrase 
becomes to their facile minds sufficient ground upon which 
to build a castle---.a castle in the air." 

Our heart is deeply grieved as we pen these words, for the 
author of this book is so able, has been so influential, and is 
so greatly needed as a sound and sensible evangelical witness 

'in" these apostate dayS'. As' we have thoug.ht <lif him in; this 
,connection there has come to mind the story of that "man 'Of 
God out of JUdah" who was sent to cry against the altar of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat (1 Kings 13). The wicked king 
could not persuade him to do the wrong thing which "an old 
prophet in Bethel" easily influenced him to do, because he 

'lied to .him. We do not mean to class Dr. Bullinger with that 
. old prophet in such a sense, but we say that it was only a 
man like Bullinger who could possibly have influenced the 

: author of The Bible and Baptism to have written such a book. 

'FIS.CAL YEAR ENDS MARCH THIRTY -FIRST. 
The end of the year for Jarvis Street Baptist Church, 

. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, Toronto Baptist Seminary, and 
,Jarvis Street Radio Fund, will be March 31st. We appeal 
-to our readers particularly to help us _with the last three, 
-and to the memlbers of Jarvis Street ,for the first. During 
-the year many religious periodicals have ceased pUblication 
-on account of the depression. THE GOSPEL WITNESS, 

with no organization 'behind it, no Convention to help it, 
has thus far been able to keep afloat. Many ~olleges have 
dosed also for want of funds, but Toronto BaPtist Sem­
inary has kept its doors open. We need money-we .need 
a Iot of it-and we need it now. We ask our friends to 
think carefully of what they can do between now and the 
end of March, and earnestly to pray also that God w.ill 
move His stewards wherever this paper goes, to come to 
our assistance. 

For all these funds, ~ddress 130 Gerrard ,Street East, 
Toronto, Canada. 

MUCH EXAGGERATED. 
The Editor of this paper is not muc'h given to the discussion 

_ of his personal 'aff,airs-, but we beg leave of- our readers to 
make a correcti'on. Word has reached us from se-veral sources, 
from as far west as the Paci,fic, and ·as far east -as the 
Atlantic seaboard, that ,a report is in circulation that the 
Editor of this pa-per is suffering from a malignant form of 
throat trouble. The· rum our l'eminds us somewhat of an 
eXlperience of Mark Twain. When he heard a report of his 
own d-eatli he 'remarked -that the rumour was greatly 
exaggerated! 

We ·are very thankful to be able to inform our friends 
that thel'e is not an infinitesimal element .of truth in the re­
port. In common with thousands of other people who, in 
these days of depression, carry fairly 'heavy responsibilities, 
this Editor, who has had but one vacation in twelve years, is 
often a little weary. That weariness often manifests itself 
in a nervous cough. Sometimea it will depart over night, and 
leave us for a few months-only to come back as quickly as 
it left. But ·it is nothing more than the squeak of a spring 
on a motor-ear. The squeak reports a .heavy Ioad, and a lack 
of lubrication. 

We are grateful to many friends for their interest, and 
we write this little note to 'corl'ect the false· report. , 

THE EDITOR'S LECTURE 'ON THE OXFORD 
GROUP. 

This -bookIet of forty pa'ges, containing the Editor's analysis 
of the Oxford Group Movement, is still much in demand. 
Every mail brings us large numbers of orders for copies. We 
shall appreciate .the co-oper.ation 'Of our readers in distributing 
this lecture. The price has been set oat cost: 

Single copy, 5c; 25 copies, $1.00; 50 copies, $1.75; 100 
copies, $3.00: 

THREE HUNGRY, HEALTHY CHILDREN 
ASK FOR MORE. 

TIlE GOSPEL WITNESS FUND. 

This paper goes to about 60 different countries and is sent, on 
request, to hundreds of ministers and missiOftaries who cannot 
pay, free of charge. 

It is supported in part by its subscription price $2.00 a year, 
but chiefly by the gifts of people who regard it as a missionary 
enterprise. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY F.UND. 

This school trains men and women for Christian service at 
home ,and abroad. Its only endowment consists of the promises 
of God and the goOdwiU of God'. people. 

JARVIS STREET RADIO FUND • 

Every Sunday evening service is broadcast over CFRB (690 k.c.) 
Toronto--a ten thousand watts station-from 7.00 to 9.00 
Eastern Standard time. Send a New Year's gift to these Three 
Hungry Children. Address 130 Gerrarit Street -East, Toronto 2. 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson Leaf 
VoL 8 No.1 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR 

Lesson II March 12th, 1933 

HANNAH'S PROPHETIC PRAYER 

Lesson Text: 1 Samuel, chapter 2~ 

Golden Text: "And Hannah prayed, and 
said, My heart rejoieeth in the. Lord: 
mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my 
mouth is enlar"ed over mine enemies; 
because I rejoIce in thy salvation."-
1 Sam. 2:1: 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 
M,onday-Psalm 8:1-9.' 
T·uesday-Psa1m 42:1-10. 
Wednesday-iGen. 21:1-8. 
Thursday-Mal. 1:1-10. 
Friday-Heb. 12:1-8. 
Saturday--'Luke 1:41-55. 

I. HANNAH'S PRAYER, (vs. 1-11). 
After answered :prayer there should 

follow thanksgiving 'and pmise. Too 
often we ta:ke the answer for ,granted, 
and fail to express our gratitude. for 
the same. Hannah rememlbered, and! in 

. this section her 'Prayer of rejoicing is re­
corded. So full is it. of joy that it is 
really a song 'of praise. .Sev~ral t~in~s 
are worthy of note in oonnectIon Wl-th I.t. 
First, the expres'sion of joy in ,the Lord. 
She rejoiced in Him, (v. 1). The world 
finds its happines's in other persons, and 
things, 'as worldly companions, pleasures 
and sins; and these are ,poor substitu.te·s 
for the 'source of Teal joy. The saint ,of 
God finds 'his joy in ibis divine Master, 
(Rom. 5:11; 1 Thess. 5:16). Observe the 
characteri'stics of such joy, in its' lasting 
qualities, being ete'l"1lal in nature, in its 
independence of outward objects, in its 
continuance .even in times of &uffering, 
(:Acts 16:25), and in its helpfulness in all 
the experiences of life. Our Lord had 
Joy in life, (John 15:11), His servant 
Paul taught much 'about it, (Pihil. 3:1), 
and througho.ut scripture there is consido.. 
er-a:ble teaching conce'l"1ling it. Reference 
may also ,be made to the power of joy in 
the Christian life in witness bea:ring. We 
need to !be delivered fr-om the long­
faced, mIserable vaIiety of s'O-called 
-Christianity. 

The expression of praise is followed by 
the statement concerning the exalted 
horn, (v. 1). ThIs is 'a .reference ,possibly 
to an eastern cu·stom connected with the 
weaving by women .of a fin or silver horn 
on the forehead, to which the veil was 
sus'Pended. Wives with no childr-en wore 
it in an oblique direction, 'and those who 
were mothers mised it a few inches 
higher making known thereby their ma­
ternal character. God had answered 
Hanna:h's payer in the 'birt:h of Samuel 
and thus had r.aised her ihorn, and to Him 
she ·gave the glory for such exaltation. 
He. had 'also' given her victory over 'her 
enemies, and 'she took notice of this 
likewise, (v. 1). 
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After ;bhus expressing her praise to 
God f'Or .His !goodness Hannah further 
magnifies her divine Lord by stating cer­
tain characteristics ,concerning Him. 
None isa:s holy as He, (v. 2). His h.oli­
ness may here ibe noted 'as well las the 
accompanying teaching ;that without holi­
ness no man shall see Him, (Heb. 12:14). 
There is noOne basidle Him, (v. 2). This 
is the language of love, as well as the 
expression of a universal truth. He is 
the only 'God, 'and apart iTom Him there 
is' no other, (Deut. 4:35), and this is !the 
way love ·esteems Him in a very ;real 
manner. No one can take the place of 
God in the heart which loves Him, 'and 
there is no ro.ck like our God, (v. 2). 
Note the enduring character associ·ated 
with this figure of speech, also the 
shelter 'and security implied thereby. In 
God we are safe amid the trials of life, 
and we shall ,be ,safe in the .coming :storm 
.of judgment. .ouor 'God is the Rook· ·of 
Ages,. (P·s'alm 31:3). 

The Lord is ·also "a ,God of knowledge", 
(v. 3). He is the Omniscient One, know­

ing all.things in all realms, (1 John 3:·20). 
Note the application of this to the in­
dividual life, in the divine ·knowledge of 
every human secret. The inner life of 
each person is well ,known to Him, "And 
by Him 'actions are weighed". We are 
'sometimes apt. to jlass over ,actions 
lightly, or we are inclined rto j,udge them 
from their outward appearance, conse­
quently OUT appraisal of the 'same is not 
always correct. But God weighs them. 
He knows their worth. He understands 
their real nature. Note the warning 'and 
comfort of this in the !performance of 
life's duties. In view ·of ,this knowledge 
and action of God men are enjoined to be 
humble ·before Him and to cea'se their 
pride and arrogancy, (v. 2). This is the 
proper 'and wise attitude of allibefore the 
Lord. The joyous condiUon of Hannah 
as a mother is stated in a ·rather pic­
·turesque manner in the contrasts insti­
tuted in the verses :which follow, (vs·. 
4, 5) leading her to magnify .the Lord' 
for the greatness of His ,power mani­
fested towards' His saints, 'and toward 
His adversaries, and containing a de­
claration ooncernin'g -the Lom"s anointed, 
(vs. 6-11), 'a prophetic reference, it would 
seem, to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who in 
the divine power was, and will ,be, 
exalted, (Phil. 2:9). 

II. ·SAMUEL AN» ELI'S SONS IN 
CONTRAST, (vs. 12-26). 

A distinct contrast is m'anifest in these 
verses between Samuel and the sons of 
Eli. It is said of the latter ,that they 
were "sons of De1i:al; ,they knew not the 
Lord," (v. 12). By their ·positions they 
were priests of ,God, ministering in His 
service, ibut they were unconscious of 
His presence, and looking in knowledge 
of Him. This ·gives evidence of the pos­
sibility of outwardly 'serving ,God while 
inwardly ignorant of Him. The religious 
leaders of our 'Lord"s d'ay were in this 
category, (Matt. 15:14), and there are 
many these days who are oreligious with­
out :being truly saved, .g.ome of them lbeing 
teachers in .Sunday schools, and even 
'pi"ea$lhers in ,Pulpibil. "Ye must 'be ,born 
·again", requIres emphasis, (John 3:7). 
Illustrations .of the fitness of Eli's sons 
are ,given. First, in connection with their 
religious duties, (vs. 13:17). Certain 
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parts of the sacrifi-ce were set 'aside for 
the priest, (Ex. 29:27; 'Lev. 7:31, '32), but 
these men claimed other parts which they 
esteemed more highly, and seized them 
befOTe the sacred ceremony of waving or 
heaving had 'been cailTied out, (Lev. 
7:34). By such conduct they made men 
abhor the offering of the Lord, and com­
mitted .great sin before ·God. Men in 
positions of resp~msibility and lead~r­
ship exert :great mftuence, and 'requIre 
to walk carefully before others, lest 'by 
their example they lead other-s in WTong 
pa:ths. In ·the relIgious Tealm especially 
should 's'uch care ibe eXe1."Cised for the 
eternal welfare 'of :souls is at stake. On 
the part of ·all :the Lord's people .there 
should be the determination to abstain 
from all appea:rance of evil, (1 Thes's. 
5:22), and to foHow the steps ,of the 
Saviour, (1 Peter 2:21). The world 
judges Christianity by what it sees in 
the 'Christians, therefore, our duty./.. re­
s'ponsibility and privilege are clear. J.'\Iote 
the expostuIation of Eli with his sono8·, 
but "they hearkened not unto the voice 
of their father, because the Lord would 
slay them", (vs. 22-25). In tms section 
there is also manifest the offence of the 
men in the moral 'sense! (v •. 22), clearly 
evidencing their utter vIleness. 

In contrast with these :men Samuel, the 
gift 'of God, i~ portraye.d as growing in 
favour with God :and Wlth men, (v. 26). 
His childhood's 'ministry ,before the Lord 
is stated together with 'his dTess, the 
kind attention of his Imother, and the 
increase of the latter's family, (vs. 18-
21). The recognized representatives of 
God failed but He had His serV!8nt in pre­
paration. In every crisis of histOlr'Y' God 
has His man ready to lead in the carry­
ing ouot of His will. Contras·t the godly 
with the ungodly, (Ps. 1:1-6), and -com­
ment on ·the 'blessedness of the former 
kind of life, and the foolishness of the 
latter. 

III. THE MESSAGE OF THE MAN OF 
GOD, (vs. 27-36). 

The .privilege ,of parentage carries with 
it great responsibility respecting the 
training of the child. The old Adam is 
manifest in the young as well as in the 
old, land requires restraint. And God 
Iholds the ··parent responsilble for firm and 
clear guidance in this respect. Eli wa's' 'a 
godly man, hut he neglected his duty to­
ward his ,S'ODS. "They lInad'e themselves 
vile, and he restrained them not", 
(3:13). Consequently the Lord sent a 
messenger to him to convey a reproof 
·and :pronounce judgment. The messenger 
reminds Eli of his .privilege in the :priest­
hood, reproves him for setting his· sons 
before 'God, (vs. 27-29), and predicts the 
end of his houo8e, (vs. 30-36), reminding 
him of the divine attitude, that they who 
honour God He will honour, but they who 
despise Him ·shall ,be lightly esteemed. 
The presence of an enemy in :the Lord's 
h8lbitation is also pl"ophesied, and the 
death in one day of Eli'oS sons. This was 
a sad ·message for that :servant of God, 
·but it was warranted 'by the circum­
stances. Sin brings j.udgment, and 
children of God do not esca'Pe ~he conse­
quences of thei:r deeds. Note the danger 
of the Lord's people being dis'approved 
by Him, (1 Cor. 9:27), and the certainty 
of the coming judgment for works, 
(1 Cor. 3:11-15). 
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tEbt Iluion .apti~t .itne~~ 
Ia the Official PublicatioD of the UDiOD of Regular Baptist Chun:hes of Ou.tario aDd Quehec. Sead aU commuDicatioaa to the 

Office Secretary. 33,. Jarvis Street. TOroDtO 2. CaDacla. 

A MISSIONARY MEETING. 

It is· alwaY'S' of interest to hear of 
meetings which :£ulfil their purpDSe 'and 
the Missionary Meeting held recently at 
the Runnymede Road Baptist Ohurch, 
T'Ooronto, was indeed well received .. 

The Church first of ·all appoin·ted a 
Missionary COommittee and then aolloilted 
one :prayer In:!!eting each month to the 
ICommittee.· The meeting 'held on Wed­
nesd·ay, February l.1)th, W8i& an'interest­
ing one when each member ·of the Com­
mittee present took ,part· as· well a's 
several others. 

The ·Ohairman 'opened the meeting 
promptly and after the singing of sev­
eral hymns and prayer, the purpose of 
the meeting was ·outlined. The goodly 
number who met were permitted to re­
view the gloriou's wol'lk to which the Lord 
had called our fellowship of c'hurches and 
then, taking the Missionary Bulletin 'as a 
guide, the work was followed. 

The theme of the FebJ.'luary Bulletin 
provided the Scripture study and the 
leader's ·own testimony 'helped clarify 
that which has often caused misunder­
standing on the part of Christians con­
cerning the Holy Spirit's indwelling. The 
time spent in hearing what ·the .scripture 
saith reg,arding this and in the tracing 
of references dJwelling upon the lbeauti­
fuE impresls[ve and! comforting ministry 
of the Holy .spirit, .conltributedi much to 
the .presentation of the missionary re­
ports which fonowedt. 

A member of the Committee read the 
opening. paragraph 'of that 'Part of the 
Bulletin headed, "The Horizon S-canned" 
with s'everal of the item·s. As the fields 
were reviewed and :some .brief mention 
made of them, the need for intercession 
and the responsibility of all those who 
have joined hands in 'a ·great work was 
felt. To one of the young people w·as 
committed the presentllltion of the next 
series and entering into th·e s'Pirit ·of the 
meeting and showing a deep interest in 
the reports, the items were read well. 
The closing references were presented 'by 
one of manlY years of 'Christian experi­
ence and as the work which the Lord had 
gracious·ly blessed in our churches wa·s 
foollowed there was much praise and 
thanks.giving. It seemed very S'Ilitable 
that this part of the .meeting should 
merge into a time of very definite 'Prayer 
and as the one who !had ,been giving the 
reports finished reading, he lifted his 
voice in intereession. It was indeed fit­
ting that prayer 'after ,prayer should 
follow and that the many requests 'should 
'be 'brought to the Lord. The ,singing of 
the 'hymns were aLs'o 'but 'an e:x;pression 
of the continued :spirit of prayer 'and it 
was in this atmosphere that :the work in 
.Li!b~ria was ibrOoUight to the attention of 
the meeting. The call of 'LillH;ria to the 
Union and a brief story, a r.ecent experi­
ence at 'Geah Bar Zondo Station, as N­
.lated hy Miss Stacey was made, toget'her 
with the showing of some of the new pic-

tU'l"es from the field. then voices and 
heart·s were again lifted in prayer !be­
seeching the Heavenly IDather far the 
work and workers in that far country 
where the Glad Tidings are told to those 
in the midst of evil unmentionable. 

The Pas·tor, Rev. P. B. Loney, then 
closed the 'meeting with PT8yer and the 
gathering dispersed, the .mis:sionary in­
terest deepened and the MIssionary Bul­
letin providing a constant reminder of 
the covenant DUlde with the wOl"ke'l"s at 
home and abroad whose hands .mus't be 
strengthened through the intercession of 
the .s·aints. 

Those who h·ad charge of the mission­
ary me~ing were aware that only brief 
mention had ,been made of the needs of 
the work, hut the spirit of the meeting 
and the joy which .resulted in llihinking 
upon the things· of the Lord! and of His 
work so graciously .given and :so g.rac­
iou'sly blessed is coveted for every 
church. 

HELD UP~ 
(Liberian News) 

Miss Lane's letter writen on J·anuary 
1st, tells of an experience she -had when 
returning forom her Cbristmas holiday at 
Gear Bah Zondo Station. MiIS·s' Lane had 
in her care Mrs. Davey';s two girls and 
her own little native girl 'and she was 
a·ccompanied iby the six boys. who went 
with her from New Cess. As Miss Lane 
made the jOU'l"Dey up country some time 
before Mr. and M·ros. Hancox, it was' 
necess'ary for her to have the 'boys for 
her protection. 

At one town· liecause the girls .were 
being put in the gri-gri !bush, the mis­
sionaries were commanded to keep f1"om 
the path, 'but after consideration, it was 
f·elt wise to 'PUSh forward and not be 
held up by this evil palaver, so word was 
sent to warn the girls of the coming of 
the travellers and 'as the party ap­
proached they sihouted that those in care 
of the ceremony might Ibe aware of 
their coming. The missiona·ries were not 
allowed to tread where the medicine had 
,been put upon the ~und :but they 
pused the gra's's hut whIch was decorated 
for the occasion and where the dance_ is 
held. They did not see the girls ibut saw 
the women in charge and they were 
frightful looking and wretched objects 
indeed, the mark of .sin .upon their faces. 
They ·seemed to ,be on the look <out for 
Mrs. Davey's ,small girl hut as ·Miss Lane 
had anticipated this she was prepared. 
Miss Lane's' own girlie was put in the 
hands of the carriers and! she 'herself 
took full charge of Dais'Y 'Picking her up 
in her arms and running with her as the 
women grabbed for ·her. The poor little 
girl was :badly frightened ibut she was 
safe 'and for the worsting of the plans 
of the women who have lent themselves 
to the terrible demands of evil 'and the 
·safe journey, our missionaries ·are truly 
thankful. 

HOME NEWS BRIEFS. 

Runnymede, Toronto. 
At the Runnymede Road Churcb" To­

ronto, on Sunday evening, February 19th, 
Pastor Loney had the joy <of ·seeing four 
respond to the invitation given l1li; the 
close of the ·service. 

Cannington and Su.nderland. 
Congregations are steadily increasing 

upon the two fields over which Pa;stor 
Robert Braeksrone ministers 'and <J,.uring 
the past few weeks three young men 
have confessed Christ. 

Hespeler. 
The Lord continues to Ibless' the work 

at Hes'Peler, numbers at the Sunday ·ser­
vices are increasing and s·ouls are being 
savetland ·believers strengthened. A 
'baptismal service is shortly to be held 
when several ,believers will follow their 
Lord's command. 

The radio ,broad'Casts ,over Station 
CKP~8(}K., from Preston, Ontario, are 
bringing much ,blessing to. listeners-in, 
as letters pouring in to Rev. W. N. Charl­
ton testify. Each Wednesday morning 
at ]:() o'·clock a service is .broadcast and 
on Thursd:ay evenings at 8 o'clock the 
Bethany Children's Choir is on the air. 

RECEIPTS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Every contribu.tion received iby the 

Union of Re.gular Baptist Churches of' 
Ontario and Quebec is promptlyacknow­
ledged, unles·s otherwise Tequested and 
then a duplicate :receipt is made 'and filed 
so that if at any time the donors may 
enquire ·concerning it, they .may have the 
original. Small donations are cared f<or 
in the same way 'although it is appreci­
ated that many dOo not wish the postage 
nec·essary to send the .receipts expended. 
This note is inserted that all will be 
apprised of the Union's policy and should 
there be no acknQIWledi~elllf; fo·rthcom­
ing in due time, it WIll .be deemed a 
favour if .a note of enquiry is sent. 

DANNY IS BETTER. 
It is just the best news which we re­

ceived :from Mr·s. Davey. Her letter of 
February 5th tells us of Da.nny's im­
provement and of Neill's splendid 
progress. Mrs: Davey tells' us, too, 
that in spite of the setback caused 
by Danny's' illness, that he is making 
splendid headway in his walking ex­
periments and! he will SI00III Ibe a most 
ind'ependellll; Iittle fellow. Weare told 
alslO 1Jhat his' appetite bas improved and 
that he n'Ow favours many things un­
toought ·ofbef'Ore. At the present time 
he sbows a ikeen a,ppreciatiOOll of ~n'Y­
thing with a topknob and delights to 
chew any piece of furniture with ·su.ch a 
decoration. 
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