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"It is exped~ent for 'Y'0Il that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto Y'O'U; ibut if I 
depart, I win send' hdm unto yoo. ' , ' , 

"And when he is corne, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteouSlllIElSiS', and .of j'udigrnenrt: 
','.of sdn, because they ,be1!ieve not on me."....:....J,ohn 16:7-9. ' 

In the treatment of any disease the first ess'ential is a 
thorough understanding of the nature of the disease to be, 
treated. Until medical science knows the' nature of a 
particular disease it is unable to discover a cure for it. 
Hence, you have men the world over investigating the 
cause of that terrible scourge, cancer. So far, medical 
science has not been able to detennine what causes cancer, 
or really the nature-I do not mean its outward form, I 
use the stronger word, the nature-of the malignant thing 
itself. And until the nature of the disease is discovered 
there can be no reliable remedy. 

Of course, here and there men may, stumble upon a 
remedy, an!! cures may be effected-not of cancer, but of 
other diseases-one might almost say, accidentally. But 
that is the work of the experimenter, of the empiricist; 
not of an exact scientist. Whenever a disease appears 
that is destructive of human life it becomes the first care 
of physicians to endeavour to isolate the bacillus from 
which it springs, and by which it is propagated. Until 
that is done, it :is well-nigh impossible to prescribe a cure. 

Thus, also in the practice of medicine, the physician's 
first task is always to discover what is wrong with the 
patient~ I remember travelling in the pnited States a few 
years ago, and reading in the papers of a Bishop of the 
Episcopal church who was laid aside through illness. He 
was somewhat of a humourist, and when a clerical friend 
called upon him and said, "I understand you are improv­
ing?" he replied, "Yes, I think I am." "I have been told 
you were suffering from such-and-such a complaint." '~I 
hope so." "Y QU hope so?" "Yes; it would be rather too 
bad t~ get weB 'of the wrong disease." What he meant was 

that that was what the doctor had diagnosed his ca,se to b~, 
and he hoped the right treatment had been applied: That 
is alyvays the task of the physician: to fit the cure ~o, t~e 
complaint. 

Certain diseases 'symptomatically simulate one. another, 
and it is often difficult to' discover which bf several dis­
eases a patient is suffering from., It then beco~es tli.~ 
task of the diagnostician to differentiate betw~n thes\! 
several diseases, and to assure himself as to whicJ:.1 of !the 
possible causes lies at the root of his patient's ailm~t. 
When once he has positively identified the disease, he will 
know what remedy to apply. .,' ': 

A still simpler illustration of my principle yo~, !pay 
find in your motor-car. You driv:e into a garage-o.r ha"e 
the service truck pull you in~,nd are ,usually gr¢ed with 
the question, "What is the ~rou'ble now?" In 'a, fevy', in,,­
stances you are able to tel!' him, but more often ,you ,at:e 
forced to say, "I do not know. You will 'have to find 
'out." . If he is a skilled man he ,will not begip. ,by immedi~ 
ately taking off a tire-unless h<,; sees you, have a punctur~ 
-but will endeavour to ascertain where the trouble 
really lies. . , 

So' is it in the treatment qf, the soul. It is imperative 
that we should know what is wrong with us. That there 
is something wrong, and'. something of. a very seri9us 
nature, there can be no doubt; that men ,generally are 
suffering from some moral ill there can be· no' question. 
But what is the nature of the disease ?" Is.it an external 
thing which may be treated, with external remedies? O.r 
is it something that' is rooted in human nature itself? 
How shall we discover?" You,wm see at a glance that the 
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nature of the remedy will depend very largely upon the 
diagnosis. . 

Is sin purely mental? Is it an affection of the mind? 
Is it an illusion of mortal mind? If that is all, then the 
cure prescribed is likely to be mental too. But if it is 
something deeper than that we shall require.a m~re pow-
erful remedy. . 

Consider the case of Modernism in its broadest sense. 
Our modernistic friends are not ashamed, I suppose, of 
their Modernism; so' they will offer no objection what­
ever to my speaking of it. Evolution is the prolific mother 
of many, if not all, the principles of Modernism. Accord­
ing to that theory-which I hold is not science, but a kind 
of philosophic madness-according to that theory, human 
nature is on the upgrade; human nature is better than it 
used to be. Of course, the most ardent Evolutionist would 
admit that we have not yet arrived at perfection. We are 
moving in that general direction, 'but in our pilgrimage it 
must be admitted that we are subject to a good many dis­
abilities still. But they belong to a former state of exist­
ence, and we are emerging from a lower to a higher moral 
plane. When once the man has begun to climb upward 
you surely will not blame him for having to climb; but 

. rather congratulate him on his aspirations, on his ambition 
to be a better man than he is. So whatever moral' dis­
abilities may afflict us, they are to be gradually sloughed 
off; and we are not to be blamed for o!1r present moral 
state. 

If that be so, this thing that we have been accustomed 
to call sin needs another name. If there be no guilt in 
it, if it be not rebellion, lawlessness, anarchy, in the very 
nature of it, but only an external symptom of a condition 

'that is inherent, and which is inseparable from our 
original animal ancestry, then I think we ought to have a 
convention and congratulate ourselves on our attainment, 
and slap each other on the back and say we are getting 
on 'Very well. . 

But that view of human nature, and of the universe, 
strikes at the very root of Evangelical Christianity. If 
there be no guilt in sin, no moral blameworthiness, then 
there is no need of atonement, there is no need of 'expia­
tiOn; and some other interpretation than that He died in 
our room and stead must be put upon the death of Christ. 

I am endeavouring to establish this principle, that the 
nature of the remedy prescribed inevitably'depends upon 
the nature of the disease. We must, therefore, consider 
what sin is. 

What is sin? What is the nature of this universal 
malady? That it is here nobody, I suppose, will question. 
The evolutionist may contend that this ordered universe 
has come to be by a fortuitous concatenation of atoms; but 

. a· railroad cannot be run, nor a bank conducted, nor a 
restaurant successfully operated by mere fortuity. When 
the cook puts certain ingredients together she must, of 
necessity, have some ,idea of what the result will be-or 
very soon the restaurant will have no customers. And 
the bank must study accuracy, and the railroad must have 
an accepted schedule by which to operate its trains. 

We cannot afford, as I said to you last Sunday even­
ing, to be mistaken in the matter of religion. We need to 
know what sin is, in order that 'we may know something. 
of the remedy required. . 

I speak without disrespect of this new Movement of 
which we are hearing so much, which is not new at all. 
Our Oxford Group friends tell us they are not a new sect, 
they are not a new cult; but that they have ~ome merely 

I 

to energize organized .religion, and to .be of real assist­
·ance to the churches. I affirm that the Oxford Group is 
very decidedly a new sect, that it is at base a new cult; 
and, as such, must be studied and treated. I speak as I 
do . this evening at the request of some friends who are 
. not Baptist, but who thought it well that I should elabor­
. ate somewhail: the point in my lecture of a week ago 
Thursday, where I dealt with this chapter in, "For Sin­
ners Only", entitled, "What is Sin?" 

I select the best of it, and take what Mr. Russell, the 
author of the book, describes as "the best definition of 
sin that we have~" These are his words: 

"The best definition of sin that we have is that sin is 
anything in my life which keeps me from God and from 
other people." 
I remember hearing a great preacher on one occasion 

deliver an address in which he exhorted his hearers to 
"beware of the plausible". 'We need to heed that ex­
hortation. There are few people who really think be­
neath tqe surface of things, who have cultivated- the habit 
of careful and logical analysis. Take that definition: 

"The best definition of sin that we liave is that sin is 
anything in my life which keeps me from God and from 
other people." 
The assumption ,is, therefore, that it would be right and 

desirable that we should all be in fellowship with God, 
and with other people. Let us consider those principles 
in the order in which they are stated here. With what 
God are we to be in fellowship? "Anything that keeps 
me from God." What God?' One of the Oxford Group 
writers ("The Principles of Ithe Group," by Sherwood 
Sun.derland Day, pp. 6 and 7), speaking of their .doc­
trine and practice of "sharing", as they call it, says this: 

"Confession to God alone is often not good enough in 
that it may cost nothing and may be merely the confes­
sion to a subjective picture of God which the person has 
built up for. him or herself. In such a case, what actually 
happens is that the person does not confess at all-there 
is no real.pain and repentance-it is an easy way of 
trying to ease one's conscience. Confessing to another 
person always costs and is thus a test ot our. honesty 

. in hating our sin." . 
Many people, reading that, would say, "That is true, 

is it not?" Is it? My question is, What. God have we ,­
in mind? To what God are we related? How may we 
know God? _ Here the pract:ce of confessing sin to one 
another is recommended in order to avoid the danger of 
confessing to a subjective idea of God. Very wen, if 
that is all I have, if that is my only realization of God, 
a "picture of God" which I have fashioned out of my 
own mind-if that is the only God I know, a mere mental 
abstraction, a meI1ll:al conception of God, and nothing 
more, wiU confessing my sin to a man whom I can see 
make God any more real? Do you not see that at that 
point what this doctrine really proposes is a substitution 
of man for God? It is changing "the glory of the uncor­
ruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man"; and because, forsooth, one has no real God, be­
cause his faith cannot apprehend God, because the only 
God he has is a subjective image of God, therefore he 
must find a fellow-sinner that he may share his sin with 
him. 
. "Anything that keeps me from God." What God? If 
you begin to make your own god, if you fashion a 
god according to your own conceptions of what God 
ought to be, or if you are content with the mere outline 
of "the four absolutes", "absolute honesty, absolute pur­
ity, absolute unselfishness, and absolute ~ove", if that is 
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all there is in God, and if sin be, in. the first case, that 
which keeps one only from such a god, I affirm that such 
a conception is leagues removed from the biblical revela­
tion of God, and the biblical definition of sin. 

"Anything in my life which keeps me .' .. from other 
people." Have you noticed .how men who think alcohol 
in some form is necessary to any real feHowship seem to 
find a basis of agreement unknown to others? If you 
get into their company, in a little while you. will find you 
are not very welcome. You may find yourself in a com­
pany of men of unclean speech. Bear testimony as a 
Christian against it, and see if your very testimony for 
Christ will not keep you from "other people". Take 
your stand against worldliness in i.t~ various forms, take 
your 'stand for the Word of God, and declare your un­
wavering conviction that the Bible, from Genesis to 
Revelation, is the inspired and infaUible word of God, 
and I promise you that you will be unwelcome in many 
circles. 

Is it therefore a sin for me to tak~ a positive position 
in respect to .matters that I conceive-whether rightly 
or wrongly--1hat I conceive to be right? Must I with­
hold my. testimony and be neutral lest I offend "other 
people" ? "Do I now persuade men, or God? or do I 
seek to please. men? for if I yet pleased- men, I should 
not be the 'servant of Christ," said the Apostle. I affirm 
that it is impossible for any minister, or any, true Chris­
tian, to be a servanl\: of Christ, to "follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goetli", and please men at the same 
time. It cann'Ot be done. You cannot strike at ,the root 
of these things which are destructive of Christian faith, 
and, at the same time, earn the encomiums of men who 
radically differ on these points. 

I have never read anything more unsatisfactory, I have 
. never read anything more supemcial, I have never read 

anything that is supposed to be a statement of scriptural 
truth, that was farther removed from the Word of God 
than that. Sin is something more than ,that. Entertain­
ing that view of sin I do not wonder that the Oxford 
Group sees no need of an atonement, no need of an 
·expiatory sacrifice. 
. Rev. S. M. Shoemaker, Jr., of New York. one of the 
principal writers on the work of the Oxford Group Move­
ment, is quoted by J. c. Brown in his book, "The Oxford 
Group Movement-IS It of God or Satan?" as follows: 

"In his (Shoemaker's) recently published book, 'I, if 
I be Lifted Up,' he writes: 

"'I think that the thing that made Him say, 'It is 
finished', was the knowledge that He had lived long 
·enough to infect the world with a new principle.' 

"He also thinks that our Lord must have said to Him­
self: 'This little handful, the whole fruit of My labours, 
is the one hopeful society in the world, the only true 
'initiates in the open secret of how 1;9 live, the vanguard 
'of the new humanity. They got what I said. They saw 
the point. They dared to follow. They will carry oli. 
lt is finished'.". 

Was there ever a greater misrepresentation of truth 
than that? It is a mere burlesque on the Word of God. 

What saith the Scripture? Outward reform is all to 
the good. There can be no. reasonable objection to a 
psychological revolution, so far as it goes. Bu~ real re­
demption, the salv.ation that is in Christ J estls, is some­
thing far deeper than that. My objection to the Oxford 
Group is that it is a garage-man who thinks nothing hap­
JJens to the car but a flat tire, a crumpled fender, or some-

thing that everybody can see. It is nothing more than 
the old programme of making clean the outside of the 
cup and the platter. Because a man makes restitution of 
a few cents or dollars here or there, because he turns 
over a new leaf and calls his wife, "My dear", instead 
of scolding her, and behaves like a decent man in some . 
of the relationships of life instead of being a perfect 
bore, he is supposed to' be "changed", converted! That, 
of course, is all to the good: but surely it does' not go far 
enough. Wash the outside of the cup and platter, by 
all means, but do not stop with that. 

Sin, I repeat, is a more serious malady than that. The 
Bible says that sin is the transgression of the law, or that 
sin is lawlessness. All unrighteousness is sin. Then in­
the text I have read to you our Lord Himself said that 
the special function of the Holy Ghost would be to teach 
men what sin is, for He'said, "When he is come, he will 
convict the world 'of sin." 

What is sin? Impurity ? Yes. Drunkenness ? Yes. 
Dishonesty? Yes. Disorderliness? Yes. Selfishness? 
Certainly. I could go on and name a thousand outward 

. sins. But when I have named them all, I have only 
touched that which is symptomatic, that w:hich is on the 
surf.ace,. the outward manifestation of sin. These are 
sins, not sin. Sin is a deeper thing than any of these. 

What is sin? "Of sin, because they believe not on 
me." . I know it is very easy to disparage doctrine,' I 
know it is very plausible to speak of the '~Christ of ex­
perience". I know it is easy to speak with contempt of 
theory. "We do not want your doctrine," say they­
and immediately they f'Ormulate and ask you to accept 
another doctrine iIi lieu of the one of which they are 
disposed ·to rob you. 

If that theory is logical, why not dispense with our 
chemical, physlcs, and electrical laboratories? Why the 
elaborate experimentation there? Why this effort to 
trace matters from the effect to the cause, and to dis­
cover the operation of Jaws that elude the casual ob­
server? What is the function of science but to strip off" 
the externals, to get dOWIl to original causes, and t'O 
demonstrate the truth in certain matters of the physical 
realm? . 

Nobody would contend that any science is an exact 
scien~e, and yet surely we are deeply ind~bted to the dis­
coveries and achievements of science. When a bridge' is 
to be built across, say, the Hudson in New York or 
across the St. Lawrence in Quebec, the .engineer' sits 
dow? in his study, after having measured the span, and 
conSiders the stress and strain to which it will be sub­
jected, the weight of steel required, and all the rest of it. 
I do not understand i!, it is utterly bewildering to me; but 
when I cross that bndge I am grateful for the engineer 
who did what I could not do; and I am thankful he had 
his theories. That bridge is the result of having tried 
?Iany theories, and pr'~ved them to be wanting; of hav­
mg co~rected them, unttl. by and by ~he bridge was erected 

. ac~ordmg to the est~bltshed theories of the engineer'1! 
SCience, and now carnes thousands from one side of the 
river to the other. 

I do not know much about 'chemistry. I do not know 
much about dispensing medicine. But I sh'Ould like to 
know that the man who dispenses prescriptions for me is 
a man who has sound pharmaceutical theories. a man 
who knows how.to do it, and is not working haphazardly" 

Are we to belteve th~t all the' centuries of Christianity 
that are past, the testImony of the countless millions 
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who have died in the faith of Christ, and have 
put to the proof during their life their theories, 
if you like to calf them so, their doctrines of 
grace, their science of theology, and established the truth 
of them, have been in vain, and that it has remained 
for this aggregation of empiricists to come along with 
their "no theory" idea, and ask us to "scrap" everything, 
and to adopt their new methods? The removal of sin 
involves more than caHing each other, "Tom", "Dick", 
and "Harry"; more than laying a foundation: for human 
fellowship. It is more than removing things' that pre­
vent people from being good-humoured with each other. 
Sin is the rejection of Christ, the refusal to believe in 
Him. That is the comprehensive sin; that is the sin that 
is the mother of all sins. That is the sin that involves all 
moral wrong in itself. 

And the Spirit of God comes to show a man that 
though he is with his neighbours perfectly honest, per­
fectly pure, perfectly unselfish, and also very loving, that 
though he be all that, and altogether an amiable gentle­
man belonging to the select company who wear a special 
jacket when they have dinner-I do not object to the 
jacket; I like to wear one myself-a man may be all 
that, and he may ta:lk about "following Christ", and may 
even profess to surrender to Christ, and yet, by his whole 
teaching he may be leading people to refuse to believe in 
Christ as He is revealed in the Word of God .. 

I do not want your "subjective picture of God". I do 
nQt want your subjective Christ. I want. first of all, the 
Christ of the gospel, the Christ of the Book. "He that 
believeth not God," it is said, "hath made him a liar: be­
cause he believeth not the record that God gave of his 
Son." To refuse acceptance of the record is to call God 
a liar. 

I have not' time to do what I should like to do on this 
one point. I wish I could lecture to you for a year on 
the subject-but I will not try to compress what I should 
then say into one address because I am limited by the 
radio! But what is it to accept Christ? Whose Chr·ist? 
The Christ of the Scripture. I am positive of this, that 
the promise of His coming binds aU the hooks of the 
Bible together. The person of Christ is the keystone to 
this. arch of revelation. The crimson line of His blood 
goes through the entire Book. And to believe in Christ 
is to know Him, not only as the Son of God, but as God 
the Son; to know that from everlasting to everlasting He 
is God. 

But my special emphasis this evening ~s just here. I 
would remind you that that is what the New Testament 
says about Christ. that in Him the Old Testament finds 
its fulfilment. When John introduced Him he said, "Be­
hold the Lamb of God. which taketh away the sin of the 
world." Our Lord did not object to the characterization; 
He offered no objection to the fi·gure by which He was 
introduced. He knew that He was the Lamb of God 
Who came to die for the sin of the world. He Himself . 
said. "The Son of man came not to be ministered unto. 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom instead of 
many." ~Then He began to unfold the purpose of His 
mission and ministry to His disciples, and told them that 
He was going up to Jerusalem to suffer, Peter, ready 
of speech always. said, "Be it far from thee, Lord: this 
shall not be unto thee." You remember our Lord's 
answer? He identified the voice that protested against 

. the cross and its significance, and said, "Get thee behind 

me, Satan: thou savourest not the things that be of God, 
but those that be of men." 

There is nothing the devil hates like the blood of the 
cross. After His resurrection our Lord, "beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, expounded unto them in all 
the scriptures the things concerning himself", and He 
said, "Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day." In effect 
He said, "My death was no mistake. It was predicted of 
me in all the SCl"liptures. And while I came to fulfil that 
which was written, nowhere did I more completely and 
mightily fulfil it than when I bowed My head in death 
on the' cross." Jesus Christ repr,esented Himself as the 
sinner's Substitute, as the Lamb of God, as the Sacrifice, 
as the sinner's Scavenger, "Who taketh away the sin of 
the world". And with this agree all the words of holy 
Scripture: the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Epistles, and that glorious book at the concluffion of the 
canon. I say, therefore, that to represent Christ in any 
other character than that, or to fail adequately to empha­
size that distinctive and 'essential part of His ministry, 
is to offer men some other Christ than is portrayed in the 
Bible. 

It is folly to say that I believe in Christ if I 
repudiate His own words, and deny the very thing that 
He said. He came to do. So that when we come to see 
sin in its true character, as the opposition of the hurrian 
sool to God's delineation, His diagnosis of that malignant 
thing that has death at the heart of it-to refuse to accept 
.that, and to refuse to bow as a guilty sinner in the pres­
ence of the Crucified, and to accept the cleansing, purg­
ing, power of the precious blood, that is sin. Even if you 
do greet everybody at a house-party, even if you do per­
suade many people that it does not make much difference 
what they believe so long as they are all good fellows a,nd 
love each other, unless you believe in, to the point of sur­
rendering to, the Christ of the record God has given to us 
of His Son, you have not really repented and believed 
the Gospel. To me the Oxford Group is one of the most 
s'ubtle cults of the times, against which we need to be 
much on our guard. . 

There is one way of llife: there is only one. "I am," 
said Jesus Christ, "the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me." The way of 
the cross leads home. Of the plat:e where the blood is 
sprinkled, God has said, "There will I meet with thee." 
And my question to you, my friends, within these walls 
this evening,' and to you who Usten by radio, is simply 
this-not, Are you on good terms with your neighbours? 
I hope you are. Not, Have you paid your debts? I hope 
you have; at least, I hope you would like to, and would 
be willing to, if you had the wherewithal in these days 
of depression. Not, Whether your wife thinks you are 
a very excellent husband. I have no doubt she does, and 
I hope she is justified in her estimate. Not, Whether 
you are a good citizen. I hope you are. I hope you are 
not too intimate with the police, that you have only a 
nodding acquaintance' with them, and a cheery word to 
encourage them ~n their task. No! No! Not these 
things. Nor yet whether you are a member of a church; 
nor whether you go through a form of prayer; nor yet 
whether you read the Bible; nor yet whether you walk 
circumspectly in your life-relationships. To all these 
questions I venture to hope you would, were I to give 
you an opportunity, return an answer in the affirmative . 
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But we need more than that, and my question is, Have 
you been to the- . 

" . . . Fountai.n filled with Blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

Where sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains"? 

Can you say it?-
"The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That ·fountain in his day; 
And there have I, as vile as he, 

Washed all my sins away." 
If you have, I. think you can finish that great hymn. of 

Cowper's: 
"Dear dying Lamb! Thy precious blood 

Shall never lose its power, 
Till all the ransomed Church of God 

Be saved, to sin no more. 

E'er since, 'by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 

Redeeming love has been my' theme, 
And shall be till I die. 

"When this poor lisping, stammering tongue, 
Lies silent in the grave, 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I'll sing Thy power to save." 

Let us pray: 
As we bow humbly in Thy presence, 0 LOTd, 'we trust theTe 

are hundreds, mayhap thousands, who bow penitently with 
us before Thee. Save us from. e·very .false trust; save us 
from depending upon any saviour bu.t the crucified· and risen 
Christ. Ollce again we offer' the publican's praye'l." for our­
selves-and oh, that many may offer it for the first time, 
God., be merciful to me a 'sinner! May we this night be 
justified! May the full assurance· of faith be given to many, 
that ere we close ·our eyes we' 'may know ,that Thou. hast 
wa'shed our sins away; that the voice of the Spirit, through 
Thy word, may be heard saying to us, Their sins and their 
iniquities will 1 remember no more for ever! F·or Jesus 
Christ',s sake, Amen. 

THE "GROUP" MOVEMENT, OR "BUCHMANISM" 
By Rev. Chas. Fisher, M.A. 

(From "The Reaper," the official organ of The New 
Zealand Bible Training Institute, Inc., Rev. 'Joseph ·W. 
Kemp, Editor.) . 
A numbe'l." of corres,pondents have written enquiring regard­

ing the new Oxfloro Movement, which has, gained such 
:popular acceptance in many counmes'. The following notes 
were written for private· circulation, and! then ·by permission 
appeared in "Watching and Waiting". The writer is the 
Rev. Oharles Fisher, M.A., Pas,tor of LandSidowne Hall, W. 
Norwoodi, S.E., and as' they answer several of the questions 
sent to ;us' liberty is taken to reproduce the article, in the 
hope that enquiring minds may be hel,pad. 

"Buchmanism has many features· which appeal to me tre­
mendously, viz., its utter unoconrventionalism and 'break-away 
from stereotYIPed methods. There is a .buoyancy arull fresh­
ness about their meetings and methods which is' a reaL tonic! . 
Would to God: we could catch something of the same kind 
().f liveliIlJess in our o'l."dinary church meetings'! AlSIO its 
complete breaking down of all ~lass~ distinctions is, splendid, 
and! other features ar·e wOTthy of Ihrigh commendation and 
imitation! . 

"But it .has .also .got some very sinaster features, whieh 
make me very careful about the whole movement; I have 
tried to study it with an open mind) ready to, approve and 
adJo.pt it if possible, ibut I am convinced 1fuat it is actually 
divisive, and that its ultimate end will be very lharmful to 
all true Evangelical faith, I me1lltion a few things: 

"1. Fraternization of Opposites.-It is ;pas'sible foT' Cath­
olics (Anglo-CathoJic and 1 believe even 'Ro-man 'Catholic) to 
meet with Mod'ernists and Evangelicals in spiritual meetings 
and to maintain felloOwship! Now aU true fellowS'hip must 
be in vhe Truth; and! as there are vital ddft'erences between 
the . posliti~s' mentioned above, this· new 'fellowship' seems 

to be a strange hybrid thing. A fellJOwship of all true Evan­
gelicals, altogether apart from Denominational barriers, but 
SIOlely ()IllI the basis of loyalty to tlhe Word a.[ GOO, is, a very 
d'esira:ble, ·and inideed: necessary thing. But tihat would .be a 
unity in Spirit and in Truth. The other is in defiance orr, or 

. in complete ab1ivion: of, great dloctrinal issues, and therefore 
cannot be right. 

"2. Worldliness.-Here is' a religious m.ovement which bas 
managed to do away wIth ~the offence of the cl'oss'. Ardent 
advocates. of this: movement find it ;possIble to go to the dance 
anld the 1fueatre and to imllulge in betting just as much as 
before they were changed'. One reads of a man taking his 
partner aside hom the dance, and! leading iher to the Lord, 
and then going back to join the rest of the worldly. throng. 
'We have not SIO learned Chri!Jl;'! There may have been a 
'change', but there has ,been no 'New Birth', for when that 
takes plaee, 'Old things pass away; 10, all things become , . 
new. . 

"3. Authority of the Word.-There seems to be a strange 
absence of any sense of the. imiportance of the ·auth().rity of 
the 13tble. oN ot . 1fua t it is dis'Carded; in fact, hiJIlts :on Bible 
reading are issued officially by the Mo,vement; but it is .for 
devotional SJl;ud~, rather than for doctrinal 'Use, that this is 
doOne. '.Listening in' to. some meS'Sage f1"om one knows not 
where, in a state of quieS'Cence or receptiveneSlS, is actuallY'a 
far more important feature of this' cult than definite Bible 
study and prayer. I c().nsider this to be one of its greatest 
dangers, for unless we know what station is 'broadeasting we 
may 'be completely deceived! We are warned! to 'try ()11" test 
the sipirits'.' But how can tihat be done ,by one who is ignor­
ant of the· WOird' of GodJ? Our LO'I."d gave repeated warni1llgs 
of the coming of deceivers, yes, so sulbtle and al1uring as· .. 'OO 
deceive, if it were 'possibI'e, the very elect.' Therefore it 
behoves us to be slleciaHy on our guard with regard to listen­
mg to outside voices., 'charm they never so wi-sely.' If Satan 
can be transformed into "8Jl/ angeL of light,' may 1IIot tihese 
guidances be mere will 0' the wisps? 

· "4. Psychological Rather Than Pneumatological---S'o far 
my remarkS. have been of a merely negative or critical Char­
acter, pointing out the dangers o-f the Movement; now 1 am 
,going to try to ,give an explanation of it, so far as I und'er­
staml it. The Apostle· P·aul distinguislhedi lbetween 'the WOl"ks 
of the ,flesh,' andi 'the fruit of the Spirit'; tlhat is, 'I am con;­
vinced, the great issue here. All the wonderful 'changes' of 
this M'O'VemenJt.-and some of vhem are very remarkable-­
seem to be 'bro'ught a:bout by ihuman means, rather than 'by 
divine means'! It is' sad'ly possable to simulate the fruit of 
the Spirit~ AU Christian workers know how oOnly too often 
they have been eompelled! to adim,it 1fuat what looked like 
good 'wheat' pro:vedi to be only 'tares.' It is pOOISible for the 
house to be 'emptied', swept and garnished' without there 
being any change oIf heart. Under the illlfluence of 1fue very 
wonderrliul enthu'Sliasm. oIf the,ir meetings', or of the lreennes's 
of the individual .giving his testimony or "sharing', as! they 
can it, it is .possdbIe for someone else to determine vo lhave a 
similar testimony, and they can do it! The frnit of the Spirit 
is not moral refol'mation. A man can live a moral life with­
out being converted" as' foil" example Saul of Tal"SlUs'! But it is 
only the Holy Spirit that can enable a man to see the Kingdlom 
of God:. 

1 have come to the eonclusion that ·this Movement is~ a 
kind of 'false fire.' It is an eft'ort calculated, to attract tihose 
who are 'spiritually mindedJ'; those wiho· want their tives to 
count for s().met!hing worbh whUe in the world; all those 
who could: he ela'ssed under the title 'men of goodwi1l.' By its 
zeal, and earnestness, and fervour, it attracts many who have 
found the ·churches 'du11 as ditch-water,' and they are pre­
pared' to put all their ener.gies into making their newly-found 
'religiGn' go. And so the devil has Sitolen a march on the 
forces of the 'lowly Orie of Nazareth,' and he has drawn off 

· many who would seem. to 'have been just the recruits that the 
true Church needed! But the Oaptain of our sa1vation is not 
asleep! And His .great RecruitiJllg ·Officer, the Holy Spirit, is 
not neglectful of His WO'l."k, and God will yet bring His. pur­
poses to pass! 'Not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
miglhty, not many nolble are called: but ,God' hath ehosen 1fue 
foolish tlhings- of the world to confound the wise: and: God 
hath chosen 1fue weak things of the world to confound: the 
things. which are mighty; and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised hath God chosen, yea, and things 
which are not, to bring to nought things 1fuat are: that .no 

· flesh should! glory in His presence.' (1 Corinthians 1:26-2~). 
I feel certain tlhat ere long it will be seen quite plainly that 
this, whole ·Movement is atien to 1Jhe mind and! method of the 
Holy Spirit of God. If SIO,.let us be wise and hold aloof, even 
if we cannot as yet condemn it." . 



6 (482) THE GOSPEL WITNESS February 9, 1933 

A LE'VITE LOOKING FOR A PLACE. 
A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, February 2nd, 1933. 

Twelfth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on 
Biblical Theology (the ninth on the book of Judges) 

which is included in the Curriculum of Toronto 
Baptist Seminary. 

(Stenogra.phically Reported) 
Lesson Text: Judges, chapters 17 and 18. 

Our lessqn text for this even!ng will be found in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth chapters of the book of 
Judges. Let me read a few verses in the first chapter of 
the book of -Ecclesiastes: 

"One generation passeth away, and another generation 
cometh: .but the earth abidieth for ever. The sun a:lso 
ariseth, and the sun goeth diown, and! hasteth to his place 
where he arose. The wind goeth toward the south, and 
turneth about unto the nor.th; it whirleth ·about continually, 
a:nJd! the wind returneth again acco.rding to hiSl circuits. 
All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is nJOt full; 
unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they 
return again. All thiIIIgs are full of labour; mans cannot 
utter it: the eye is not satisfied: with s·eeing, nor the ear 
filled with hearing. The thilllg that hath 'been, it is that 
which shall be; and that which is done is that which sihall 
be done: and there is' no new thing uooe.r the sun. Is 
there anything whereof it may be said, See, this is new? 
it hath been already of old time, which was ,before USl." 

. That brings these chapters right up-to-date. It may, on 
the surface, sound a little like ancient history, but I think 
a careful reading will identify the principles here describ­
ed; and you will be led to see that even the oldest pqrtions 
of the Word of God are newer than this evening's 
.newspapers. 

I. 
Here is the. story of a woman who had a hoard of silver, 

eleven hundred shekels of silver; and the second verse 
tells us that she lost them. Somebody stole them from 
her. That is not ancient surely! That ~s up to the 
minute. She was very angry because of her loss-and 
that is a little like modern human nature too! This woman 
went to the extent of pronouncing a curse upon whoever 
had stolen her property. She was really in a bad way, 
like many people of our day.> You may judge of the 
estimate a man puts upon his property by the intensity of 

, his feeling occasioned by his loss. 
.. It is not pleasant to lose anything, and especially to lose 
~t by theft. You would rather have given it away, and 
·had the credit of being a benefactor than to have some­
one appropriate that which was ,your own. I gather that 

· this woman was not different from other women---or from 
men-in· that respect. There is nothing the Bible con-

· demns more than covetousness, the opening of our hearts 
to the world, and the things of the world, and letting mere 
things take possession of us. "A man's I.ife consisteth 
riot in the abundance of the things which he possesseth." 

,A man may. be a millionaire and make no idol of his 
property. On the other hand, a man may be poor, and 
yet allow a few cents to obscure his view of God. What­
ever is put in the place of God is bound to result in 

) .spiritual distress and utte~ bankruptcy. 
~. Perhaps the depression .:will do the world good. Per­
·haps we have been living at too rapid a rate. Per­
'haps it is a good thing for people to lose their eleven 
· ·J;tpndred shekels of silver occasionally, to find out whether 
··there ar·e other elements in life of greater value than mere 

silver !1nd gold. . 

This woman discovered that her son was the thief. 
When parents fail to put God first they must not be sur­
prised.if their children put them last. This woman found 
her greatest sorrow ilJ. her own home. Her son, perhaps 
moved by the intensity .of his mother's feeling, and the 
bitterness of the curse she had pronounced, at last 
acknowledged that he was the culprit. He made restitu­
tion of that which he had taken away. ' Apparently his 
mother was not greatly disturbed by the quality of his 
act. It was the loss of her possessions which troubled her. 
And when he had restored that which he had taken 
away, the curse was turned into a bl~sing; she.readily 
forgave him, and said; "Blessed be thou of the Lord". 

II. 
We have here a piec~ of history that requires micro­

scopical examination. It is well to obs(;!rve the :beginnings 
of evil. "Behold, how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth!" It is well to be always on guard against the 
entrance of the smallest evils. The Bible says that covet-

. ousness is idolatry. What wonder that this w.oman should 
resolve to convert a part of that which had been restored 
to her ~nto a molten image as a kind of thank-offering to 
God? She did not intend that it should be a substitute 
for God: she intended only that it should be a represent­
ative of Deity, and she resolved to make a molten image. 

It is worthy of note, however, that of the elev·en hun­
dred sheke1~ she used only two hundred shekels for the 
image, so that she had nine hundred she~e1s to the good I 
It is very suggestive of Ananias and Sapphira who wanted 
to be religious, but who did not want their religio~ to cost 
them too much. They kept back part of the price, as did 
she . 

Micah, her son, was not a very young man, for he had a 
grown family of his own. From which I take it that this 
covetous woman was riot a young woman. Remember, 
the evils of youth become accentuated in old age. If you 
do not learn to control your temper while you are young, 
there is not much chance of doing so when you are older. 
All the individual eccentricities, as years are multiplied 
and control is diminished, become more and more pro­
nounced. I s.uppose this woman began by being prudent, 
by laying up for a "rainy day". Some people seem to 
think the rest of life is going to be a rainy season I ' 

The woman of our story called her son into partnership 
wJth herself. This dishonest son and covetous mother 
devised a religion of their own. They made an ephod and 
teraphim, after they had made a graven image and a. 
molten image, and "consecrated one of his sons, who be­
came his priest"? \Vas not that a comfortable sort of 
religion? A home-made go~, a home-made ephod, home­
made teraphim-and one of the family for a, priest! If 
you cannot be satisfied with a religion of that sort you are­
hard to please. 

But that is the kind of religion people have to-day. 
They are not even taking it readymade, they make it for 
themselves. 

"In those days there was no king in Israel, but every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes." There 
was no objective, overruling, authority. They sang, I 
suppose, in those -days- , 

"You go to your church, ~nd I'll go to my church, 
And we'll all walk along together." 

Why not? "Everybody did that which was right in 
his own eyes." That is 'a description of the religious con­
dition obtaining in this period of Israel's history here 
described. It was a kind of religious anarchy. Every 

, 
I 

\ 
t. 
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man was his own priest,. every man made his ow.n god, 
every man took his pad and wrote down the guidance he 
received! It is all of a piece: th,is is the Oxford Group 
rJght up-to-date, right up to the minute. 

Micah "consecrated one of his own sons, who became 
his priest". There are many orthodox people who are 
guilty of that sip.. ' 

That was the beginning of idolatry in Israel. Up to 
this time in the book of Judges you read frequently, "The 
children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord". 
But they returned again to the Lord. You remember how 
Moses dea,lt wJth the calf. that Aaron made? He ground 
it to powder, and from then until now there has been no 
idolatry in Israel. These idols were introduced-no; not 
by Mrs. Eddy, but by a Mrs. Somebody, Micah's mother. 

III.. 
The next part of this story belongs particularly'to vou 

young men who will be pastors. I want to speak to you 
for a moment, but the rest of the folks may listen in if 
'they desire. 

"There was a young man out of Bethlehem-judah of 
the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he soj~urned 
there. And the man departed out of the city from Beth­
lehem-judah to sojourn where he could find a place." John 
Wesley did not invent ministerial itinerancy. Here was 
a wandering priest or preacher; he had no place. And of 
all the helpless creatures on earth 1 know of no one more 
helpless than a preacher without a place. This man wan-

. dered about "to sojourn where he could find a place". I 
have met many such. We have had a few come into our 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches. 

Incidentally, let me say a word to the members of 'this 
church. Some day, I do not know when it will. he, but 
some day this pulpit will be vacant; you will have a 
funeral. After a while you, will settle down to get an­
other preacher, and when you do· there will be many 
wandering Levites come around this way. Be careful 
whom you take in. . . 

This man came to Mica:h. I have had many come to 
, me saying something like this, '''1 am serving just now in 

a Tabernacle, or church of another denomination, but I 
could be quite content to serve with the Regular Baptists." 
The wandering Levite is not particular where he serves, 
so long as it is "a place". One place is as good as another, 
so long as there is good cooking and other incidentals. 
Let me say to you young men that there is nothing more 
contemptible than a mercenary preacher, a minister look­
ing for a place. When you become ministers, if you have 
to look for a place, you had better conclude that you are 
in your wrong place. If the Lord has c~lled you to 
preach, you w,j}} not t:teed to call on Micah to see if he 
can get you a position. . 

Micah said, "Whence comest thou? And he said unto 
him, I am a Levite of Bethlehem-judah, and I go to . 
sojourn where I may find a place" - he did not know 
whether that was it or not, hUt" Micah said unto him, 
"Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, 
and I will give thee ten shekels of silver by the year, 
and a suit of apparel"--one suit to. wear every day, and 
one to wea,r on official occasions-"and thy' victuals"­
otherwise, his board. "So the Levite went in." What 
more could one want than that-a stated salary, kept in 
clothes and food, and a place in Micah's household as 
his priest? "The Levite was content to dwell with the 
man; and the young man was unto him as one of his· 
sons." 

"And Micah consecr~ted the Levite; and the young man 
became his priest,· and was in the house of Micah." I do 
not know why Mjcah put him in the place of the son he 
had consecrated. Mica,h was of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
no man of that tribe might might legally serve as a priest. 
When the Levite came along, he was qualified; and 1 sup­
pose the son stepped aside. "N ow", said Micah, "know 
I that the Lord will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to 
my priest." . . 

What a· picture of many a churcl~ to-day! .They have 
made their own molten image and graven image, their own 
ephod and teraphim, their own form of worship. Now 
they have their own pastor-and, if you please, he is a . 
Levite. "You ought to hear our new minister. He is a' 
great man. He is a graduate of some great university. 
He is an M.A., and D.D., and X.Y.Z.-particularly X. 
We do not know who he is, or whence he came, but he is 
a Levite." There are many churches like that. When 
they get a new pastor they say, "Now' we shall have re­
vival." Do not be so sure of it. Many things in that 
house of MJcah need straightening out; and revival will 
depend upon something more than having an approved 
and highly recommended minister for a. pastor. 

Listen to the story. This Levite was a. man who was 
sojourning "where he could find a place". There are 
many preach~rs like that. I remember being at a min­
ister's home a few years ago, and his wife asked me. 
"Mr. Shields, how long have you been in Toronto?" (I 
forget how long it was at that time, I think about sbcteen 
years). "That is a long time", said she, "I wish you 
could get some kind of glue and attach it to my husband 
so he wCiuld stay somewhere. I am tired of moving from 
place to place." 

This man may have been a star preacher, but if he 
was he was a wandering star, for he was always 
moving from one place to another, coming to "sojourn 
where he could find a place". 

."In those days there was no king in Israel." That 
explains many things. We live in 'a day when ther,e 
is no king in the church; I mean, there is no authority, 
there is no government, no word to regu'tate anything 
in the average church. 

I am tharikful the Oxford Group came to Toronto 
for one thing: It has served one very useful purpose: 
it has shown that the majority of the churches in 
Toronto~and you may put it in the papers if )"Ou like 
---:are nothing more than Pagan temples. Th.ey are 
utterly destitute o,f any element of Christianity. If 
the Group's visit has done nothing else,it has exposed 
the spiritual bankruptcy ,of the average modern church. 
"There (is) no king in Israel." There is no order, no 
government, no norm, no standard, no supreme' court 
to which matters in dispute may be referred. 

IV. 
"In those days the tribe of the Dani'tes sought them 

an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day· all their 
inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes 
of Israel." Laish had been assigned to them, -but they 
had ·not taken possession of it. There are many Dan­
ites in the world who hav,e not taken possession of 
their inheritance. Nor can anyone possess his inheri­
tance without conflict and labour. Every man must 
tak~ possession of his inheritanoe for himself. The 
Danites had been ina·ctive. They now appointed men 
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t6 spy out the land, to see 'what possibility there was 
·of taking possession of it. They came to Mount 
Ephraim and to the house o.f Micah, and there they 
lodged. When they came in they met somebody there. 
He may have been changed in appearance. I do not" 
know whether those tWiO new suits of clothes had 
altered him 'Or not, but they did not recognize him by 
his general appearance, 'but said, "We hav·e heard that 
voice before." Then to the priest .they said, "Who 
brought thee hither? and what makest thou in this 
place? and what hast thou here?" And in effect he 
said, "I had been looking for a place"-and a man who 
looks for a place may turn up anywhere. "Thus and 
thus dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and 
I am his priest-Do you not think I have done pretty 
well." They said, "Ask counsel, we pray thee, of God, 
that we may know whether our way which we go shall 
be prosperous. And the priest said unto' them, Go in 
peace: before the Lord i's your way wherein ye ga­
It is all right; Y'ou 'are on the right track." 

No doubt they were greatly impressed with his 
"guidance". He .had asked counsel of the ·ephod. 
Mark you, the 'h(;>use of God was in Shiloh. There was 
the Urim and Thummim. There was the place to 
which they should have !taoked for counsel, and not 
to a homemade god, 'and to a Levite who was out of 
his place, who was somebody's hired man. That is a 
poor job for a true Levite. 

"They came to Laish, and saw the people that 'were 
therein, how they dwelt careless, after the manner of 
the Zidonians, quiet and s,ecure; and there was no 
magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame 
in any thing; and they were far Ifrom the' Zidonians, 
'and had no business with any man. And they came 
unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their 
brethren said unto them, What say ye? And they 
said, Arise, that we may -go up against them; for we 
have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good: and 
are ye still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to 
possess the land. vVhen ye go, ye shall come unto a 
people secure, and to a large land: for God hath given 
it into your hands; a place where there is no want of 
anything that is in the earth." 

Remember, they ought to have had this land long 
ago, this oasis in the desert where there was no want 
of anyt~ing might have been theirs. 

So before the believer the inheritance that is yours 
in Christ awaits your possession. We have observed 
that right through, that obvi,ously the land of Canaan 
was not a type of heaven, but of the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus wherein we are blessed with a;11 spiritual 
blessings in Him, and where· we must wrestle "against 
principalities; against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this worId, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places"; even 'as these· people had to wrestle 
against the sons 'of Anak. This particular .city was 
occupied by people who had ceased to fear the children 
of Israel-because they had ceased to give the people 
of the land any cause to fear them. 

"There went from thence o'f the familv of the Dan­
ites,. out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six' hundred men 
appointed with weapons of war. And they went up, 
and pitched in Kirjath-jearim, in Judah: wherefore 
they called that place Mahanehdan unto this day: be- . 
hold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim." Please observe this, 

that as they went on their way they came again to the' 
house of Micah, and they said, "See those houses· 
there? There is a religion 'already made. They have' 
an ephod and teraphim, a graven image, and a molten 
image. Shall we go in and see?" "And they turned 
thitherward, and came to the house of the young man 
'the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and saluted 
him." 

While the six hundred men waited outside the five' 
men went in and took the graven image, the molten 
image, the ephod and the teraphim; and. the priest. 
stood at the entering of the gate, by the six hundred 
men that had been appointed. Then they said to the 
priest, "You have had a pretty good pos'ition here, but 
we are a committee. vVe have come from a big con­
gregation. You have had only 'a small church here,. 
one family-is it 'better for thee to be a priest unto 
the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a 
tribe and a family in Israel?" 

\Vhat would you expect that sort of preacher to say 
in answer to that? He had always been looking for 
a place-and he was still looking for a place. I do 
hope that you young men will never descend to that 
kind .of thing. I remember in years past there were 
certain men in the Baptist denomination who wen' 
always candidates for every vacant pulpit. I am 
ashamed to say that, but it is 'a fact. I have in mind 
now certain men whos·e names stand out as men who 
were always journeying, and ready to soj1ourn 
,wherever they could find a p!tace. They wer·e always 
'looking for another place. As soon as it was an­
nounced that a pulpit was va,cant Micah would be 
sure to get a letter from Rev. So-and-So, or from his 
friends. . 

I was in a certain city one day, and a business man 
said, "I have something I should like to show you. 
I do not want to reflect on the ministry, but I must 
say I do not like this." "What have you?" I enquired. 
"Look at this", and he pulled out a pile of letters. 
First he had received a letter from a distant city with 
newspaper cuttings telling what an extraordinary man 
Mr. So-and-So was. Alfter a while he received another 
letter from a city as far east as the other had been 
west, telling of the singular ability of this man; then 
by and by from the north, and from the south. Letters 
began to rain in. This friend said to me, "And I dare 
say that man supposes I am foolish enough to believe 
that this just happened; but I know what is 'hack of it. 
I know all these men are writing at"his request. po 
you not think that is a disgrace to the mini.stry?" I 
said, "I think it is; and I should think you would have· 
little difficulty in deciding that, whoever you call to 
be your pastor, it will not be that wandering Levite." 

If the Lord does not call you to preach, 'and st,lstain 
you in your place, do not des,cend to such methods as 
that. You might far better apply to the city for a job 
cleaning the streets-or cleaning something. Let us 
not drag the 'high and holy calling of the ministry 
to that low level. 

The priest who came to dwell in the house of Micah 
virtually assisted in stealing the "carved image, the 
ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image"-and 
then went away. Poor Micah lost his priest, his 
religion, and 'all the rest of it when his pastor left him! 
Micah went after them. He could not fight them, but 
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he thought perhaps they would be amenable to reason: 
"Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the 
priest, and ye are gone 'away: and what have I more? 
.and what is this that ye say unto me, what aileth 
thee?" H you have a religion that somebody can steal 
from you, it is not worth much. Micah had not lost 
:much had' he only known it. Nor has anyone when 
thus he ·can be deprived of his religion. 

Thev told. him he had better behave himself or he 
would"lose his life-and he went back home without 
'his gods or priest. 

The children of Dan took possession of Laish, 
entered into it and "set them up Micah's graven image, 
which he made, -all the time that the house of God was 
-in Shiloh." . 

That is the history of modern times. Make your 
own religion; or, if you cannot do that. steal it from 
somebody else, and set it up. vVhen the sea~ of 
authority, and the record Wlhich God has given us of. 
His Son, and 3!bsolute1y the only guide from earth to 
heave~1, are disregarded and rej-ected by men, they 
make a religion of their own. Let us abide by that 
which is written .. 

Turn those two chapters over. I have only ·offe-red a 
suggestion or two; you will find them full of the prIn­
ciples that obtain in the modern cults of .our day. 
When ·once people repudiate the principle of divine 
authority, and become a law unto themselv-es, make 
their own god, their own ephod and teraphim, con­
secrate their own priest, and have a religion all their 
own, there are no lengths to Wlhi,ch they may not go. 
YOtt h~LVe heard OIf the boy of whom his mother was 
so proud. She said that he was going to be a great 
violinist. He could not only play, out he could make 
violins, for he had made a fiddle, all of wood, and all 
out of his own head! These people made a religion 
all out of their own hearts. There was no divine 
element in -it. It was pure paganism. Just such a 
religion goes by the name of Christianity in many 
churches of our day. 

THE "OXFORD GROUP" ON TRIAL 
Rev. John McNab, M.A., Toronto. 

From The Presbyterian Record, February, 1933. 
The ·adv.ance g.u;ard of the Oxford 'Group, _ Rev. Hallen 

Viney of 'Cambridge, England, :presented the claims of the 
gr·oup to the Assembly's Committee on Evangelism and! our 
church officials. Dr. MacN&m!ara 8isked ihim, "Wihat do you 
teaoh?" Mr. Viney stumbled 'and stuttered ·and madre no 
reply. Being s'Y'IIl'P'Bthetic ,to the .coming.of the group I sug­
gested that they .taught salvation from sin--oand Mr. Viney 
gave a rather ,hesitating moti-on of 'as'sent to that suggestion. 

T.hat question, whi'ch was really left unanswered, revealed 
as s-ome' of us later learned one of the s-ev·eral weaknesse·s of 
this, group that is tou-ring Canad'a. They really have no defin­
ite d1octrines. They declare that they have no '';taboos.'' They 
relate their experiences of ibeing "chan1ged" Ibut they ill-ave no 
teaoehing ministry. Indeed in one .of our larg·est Presbyterian 
cllIIlrches, a man with ,his wife, who had -been "ehanged" in 
Montreal, stated :that he did not 'know Wihether it was con­
version or not. The minister had to p-oint "Out to of;ihe congre­
gation that the Presbyterian -Church stands, for conversion, 
and not onJy believes in the act of justification Ibut in the 'Work 
of sanetifieati-on. . 

There its an unmistakable challenge illl the group ;to an 
ab&olute surrender of our lives. Such a ,Clhallenge is, the 
most helpflUl thing that comes to us. T-he ,standards- that they 
se:t 'before IUS are 'absolute honesty, absolu.te love, absolute 
purity, and :albsolute unselfiS1hness. Some people .sense danger 
in the word! absolute ·and pOint ·out correctly that no one but 
God or His Son can attain unto absolu.te perfection. Never­
theless if all ministers and religious w()rkers' would ,s,ha:ke up 
their churches and. classes by a personal challenge to the 

highe.SIt type of Ohristian living, it might lbe productive of 
a reviV'alof reUgion .. First of all we must get ri'ght with God. 

Having said these things -in their favour let me point ou~ 
· ,that the sad thing is, tihat, within their syostem, ,there are two 
principles of guiaanceand sharing which eIlJable ·them to let 
themselves dOlWn -easily-"Sharing" 180 ·the confession to an­
other of 'all our sins trivial 'and great. It ,mu.st take place 
"Under Four Eyes". It is a revival of -the Roman Catholic 
practice of confe-s.sron, but with 'a distinct difference.-Where­
as in the eomes,sional 'of the Roman -Catholic Oh'Ul'C'h the 
pn-eSit hears the story and there it ends, the "s1N!-ring" in the 
"Oxford Group" may ,be printed in the news-papers or made 
,befor,e an entire oongregation. Wi.thout sucll "'sharing" there 
is no remis-s,ion of, ·sin. Is it not strange ·that they should 
oppose the tea·cMIIig -of the New Testament? ~e first .epistle 
of J,o'hn saY'S in. chapter one, verse nine, "If we ,confess 'our 
sins, he iIS :f.aithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse :us from ,all unrighteousness;" ·and no one can ever 
claim that the confessio1lJal, whicih Iblas Ibeen within the Rom·an 
·CathoIic Church f-or centuries, has· ,been a souree of 'spiritual 
-POW'eT. 

Tohe other principle of "glUidoMllce" is likewise dangerous, 
morally dangerous, for it leads to a life that is casu'al and the 
type of cl!arader tihat re'sults is responsible to no. one. One 
can excuse Mmself fro.m engagements or appointments 'by 
simply saying that he f-elt ",guided not to go." in a Iarge city 
churroh 'some members of the group arrived to .speak. The 
minister ·asked them who would s'peak first. "We never 

· thought of :that," th-ey said·. Let us have "a quiet time." They 
-brou·ght out pencils and paper and waited:. Then the young 
leader ,said, "What did you get·?" '~I got that -the lady should· 
speak firs-t"---,"So did I," answered the other. One can see 
that such mechanical "guid,ance" is' largely mental 'suggestion 
and i,s not far removed from the ouija :board of the 
spiTirualists. 

The technique of the movement is 'based on a profound 
knowledge of mass 'psYlCh'Ol()gy. There is ·also a thorou.gh 
unders.tanding of .vhose thin~ in twentieth century cults that 

· Ihave appealed to the people. One hes:itates to Isay it and yet 
we fou'nd within the movement ·a little of Ohristian ,science, 
a littl,e ,of spiritualism and even a little mOrlIIlondsm. The 
lead'er,s of .the movement declared again and again that they 
did not want Iarge crowds'; they w,anted' to pick their people. 
The very fact that they declaimed against el'owds· made many 
~le curious and they came eager to osee what the movement 
held. Th.ey we'l'e urged to return 'because you oould not see 
Wihat :they were doing, ex.cept you followed a series' of meet­
ings. Tohis is the centre of the em'otional appeal within the 
movement, repeated visits to hear the self-unveilings of those 
wiho ·give testimony pro¥oires self ... analYBis -or .seli'-introspec­
tion. Even their approach to any religi'ous teaehing was 
along psychological lines. "When Canon Grens,ted of Oriel 
College, Oxford', was -questioned with regard to his religious 
viewpoint, his interviewer said, "I consider there ·are two 
neces'sary things in tihe 'Christian religion. Tohe first is our 
own inner oonsciousne·ss of ;God, -and the second is- the object­
ive reality of ·God;" 'and Canon Grensted replied, "I deny that 
second'." Th'at means that for this outstanding teacher of 
the "Oxford Group," God is purely subjective. 

Althou·gih we had hd'gh hopes- :f.or <the movement one can 
only .s·ay that the wor.st cannot he here discu-ssed. Tohe leader 
of the movement, Dr. Frank-Buchman, was compelled to leave 
Princeton Undversity lS·orne years ago, ibe.ea-use of his "sex­
sharIng.s" with the undergraduates and tihe effect of ",guid­
ance" upon their c·hal'acte·rs. PresIdent Hihben declared, "As 
Iong as I a.m President o.:f the Univers:ity there is no 'Place for 
BuchmJanism in Princeton." SUiCh leadiIlig British journals as 
"The -Spectator" ·and "The New Statesman and Nation" have 
printed balanced articles that warn the British public against 
the perHs within the movement. Tohe ed-itor of "The New 
Outlook" in criticizing the movement saY'S, "A meeting for 
ministers at which matters of 'sex were discussed win abide as 
one of the ,hideous memories of 'a lifetime." 

There now remains a treniendolIiS' challenge to the church. 
The crowds that went to the meetin~s in Toronto re·veal that 
the masses are looking for spiritual leadenship. 'l'he people 
are both hungry and thirsty for a new outflow of vital re­
ligion. WIll there he -a .stirriIlig amid ·the d'ry ,bones, and 
quickening and a new power that will bring a spiritU/al re­
birth to ,our palsied members? Shall we who are the shep­
herds in -I'srael :f.ail our M-asteT in this c.risis,? Willen Jonathan 
Goforth! started' out to begin our mission in Honan, the 
:founder 'Of the China Indand Mission sent ihi'm a significantt 
message, 'If you would enter that :province for Christ, you 
must go forward on your knees." So, we too, must go forward 
on our knees. 
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demned alike in O1d and New Testa­
ments, (Deut. 7:2, 3; 2 C.or .. 6:14), and 
guidrance ishelp!ul m fOln~m~ ou~ the 
necessity ·of seekmg 'God s WIll In thIS, a.s 
in all other matters. 

Lesson 9 February 26th, 1933 

Following the question concerl!ing :est 
in marriage, t~ere come the dIrectIOns 
for ,the prOCUrIng of same, -seyeral :par­
ticulars being contained therem. . Flrs.t, 
the statement concerning the relationshIp 
of Boaz, (v. 2), th!ln the infC?rmation re­
lating to his 10catlOn that nI.ght,. ~v. 2). 
"He winnoweth barley tomght m the 
threshing floor". This was in accordance 
with the custom of those day.s, of the 
master taking upon himself the responsi­
biHty of attending to this important part 
of the harvest operations, the work being 
done in the evening when the wind was 
blowing, in order the bet~r to ensure 
the separation of the gram from the 
chaff. We are reminded by .this .of the 
condition of the wicked, who are like the 
chaff which the wind driveth away, 
(p·s. 1:4). Naomi then dlirects Ru,th to 
prepare herself for meeting Hoaz, (v. 3), 
and explains how she should act when 
she reaches the threshing floor (v. 4), 
obedience to the ·same being pl'omised by 
Ruth, (v. 5). The story -is then unfolded 
of the presence of Boaz on the threshing 
fl·oor, (vs. 6, 7); of the discovery of and 
interview with Ruth, (vs" 8-13), and of 
her return home in the morning laden 
with the barley, (vs. 14-18). Note Ruth's 
appeal to Boaz as the near kinsman, her 
request for his protection, s~boUcally 
implied in relation to the covermg of the 
skir·t the recognition .by Boaz of the 
char~cterof Ruth, his promise to per­
form the part of kinsman redeemer, and 
his kindly, considerate attitude rthrough­
out the incident. Observe also the spiri­
tual application relative to our .Lord alS 
the Kinsman Redeemer, ·and Ruth as the 
·seeking sinner, desirous of securing pro­
tection, rest, and union in Him. On Boaz' 
part there is 'manifest grace, and on that 
of Ruth, faith, both combined resulting 
in the blessing of union. 

FIRST QUARTER 

JOINING THE DIVINE PROC~SSION. 
Lesson Text: Ruth, 3 and 4. 

Golden Text: "Tarry this nigh~, and.it 
shall be in the morning, that If he ~Ill 
perform unto thee the part of a kins­
man well' let him do the kinsman's 
part'; but if he will not do ~he part of 
a kinsman to thee, then wIll I do the 
part of a kinsman to ~hee, as the ~or~ 
liveth: lie down untIl the mormng. 

-Ruth 3:13. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 
Monciay-iLev.25:25-31. 
Tuesday-Deut.25:'5-10. 
Wednesday-Luke 19:1-10. 
Thursday-John 19:1-10. 
Friday~1 Peter 1:1-1'2. 
Saturday--'Rev. 5:1-14. 

I. RUTH WAITING (3). 
In this chapter there is the !ecord ~f a 

somewhat curious, ~houg.~ Inter~tIng 
and significant, experIence In ~he life. of 
~uth, which led -to .her marrIage. w~th 
Boaz. At the directIOn of NaomI, !J.er 
mother-in-law, she visited the thTeshmg 
floor of Boaz, and stayed all night.there­
on The action seems strange In our 
ey~s, ·and would no~ receive c<!m:r;nenda­
tion in our .social CIrcles, yet I-t IS well 
to remember the circumstances of the 
(lICca-sion, the purpose of the action, and 
the fact that the persons concerned acted 
in a virtuous manner rthrough()ut the 
trans-action. There is no question as to 
the violation of the law .of purity, it -only 
relate·s to that of pr()priety, and that we 
cannot fully understand O!l.' explaJn un­
less we can project ourselves with cer­
tainty into the circumsta'llf!es ,!f the 
occa·sion. The purpose WhICh dictated 
the plan related to the marriage of Ruth 
with Boaz, in accordance with the law 
governing the duty of the neare-st of kin, 
(Deut. 25:5_9). This purpose was ful­
filled. 

Respecting the incident, observe first 
the expression of Naomi's desire for the 
marr.iage of Ruth. She desired her to 
find rest, that it might be well with her, 
(v. 1). This manifested rbhe kind and 
unselfish disposition of the older woman. 
It was not herself she was looking after 
primarily, the welfare of her daughter­
in-law came first. It should ever be thus 
in our relations with others. There is no 
dOUbt N aami profited from this union, 
but it came as a result of putting others 
before herself. Instruction concerning 
marriage may no·t be out of place here. 
There are many mismated pairs, and 
there are many miserable homes, and 
counsel is needed on the part ()f the 
young that they may be informed of the 
right way, and guarded against the pit­
falls which beset the way. Warning is 
needed concerning the unequal yoke, con-

II. RUTH RESTING, (4). 
A very interesting record is given in 

this chapter ·of the way in which a kins­
man-redeemer performed the duty de­
volving upon him. The place ,of the 
transaction was the gate of the city, 
(v. 1), an uncovered enclosure used gen­
erally for business purposes, (Deut. 
'22:115). In ·such ·a place Boaz took his 
seat, and calling to the one who was 
nearer -of krin than himself to sit down 
with hdm, (v. 1), he secured ten of the 
elders of -the city as witnesses, (v. 2), 
and proceeded to conduct his bU!,!iness. 
First, he explained its natu'l'e in re.Jation 
to Naomi, (v. 3), rthen he placed the 
pl'oposal before this individlual to .redeem 
her inhe·ritance, (vs. 4, 5), who, finding 
it impossible to do so, (vs. 6, 7), gave 
the right to Boaz, (v. 8), who speedily 
accomplished it, (v. 9, 1:0), and received 
the good wishes of the as'sembled people, 
(vs. 11, 12). Note the sincerity, willing­
ness, and diligence of Hoaz in this mat­

"ter, the publicity, certainty, and security 
of the transaction, and the implications 
relating to the redemption and restora­
tion of the inheritance, and the marriage 
of Hoaz and Ruth. 

An account -of the marriage and its 
consequenc·es follows, and concludes the 
chapter and book. "Boaz took Ruth, and 
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she was his wife" ·and to them a son was 
born, (v. 13). N~omi re.ceived the bless­
ing of the women on tllls eV'ent, (vs. 1:4, 
15) she became the· child's nurse, (v. 16), 
fro:n the women -the name of Obed ~as 
given the .baby, (v. 17), and the WrIter 
ends his history by showing that Obed 
was an ance·stor of David, (vs. 18-22), 
and cons'equently of our Lord. The pur­
pose of the book was probably to m~ke 
known this interesting genealOgIcal 
record. . 

There a!l.'e inte'resting historIcal fea­
tures to be noted in this connection with 
this lesson, such as those: relating to the 
time in which the persons lived, the place 
hI which they dwelt, the circumstances 
attendant upon their movements, the 
working out of the nearest kinsman law, 
and their connection with the royal 
genealogical line. But the most profit­
able less·ons 'are to be .derived from the 
spiritual a"pplication -of the incidents 
found in the story. Redemption may be 
taken as the theme of the whole·, and con­
cerning this we are first conscious ·of the 
fact that 'an inheritance had been lost and 
required to be redeemed. Naomi; .w~th 
Elimelech and her sons had left theIr In­
heritance and gone to a strange land, 
(1:1). This remands us of the loss sus­
tained by man through the disobedience 
of Adam in the garden of Eden. As a 
result of his sin the inheritance was 
lost, Satan gained control over mankind, 
·(Eph. 2:2; 1 J()hlll 5:19, R.V.), death be­
came the experience of'men, (Gen. 2:17), 
and the whole world was affected as a 
consequence, (Rom. 5:12; 8:22). Note 
furtb:er scriptural statements respecting 
man's unregenerate c·ondition as sinful, 
(Rom. 3:23), lost, (Luke 19:'10), dead in 
trespasses and -s·ins, (Eph. 2:1), and 
under the wrath -of God, (John 3:'36). 

Weare impressed with the need for 
redemption, realizing first, the impossi­
bility of man's accomplishing this on his 
own behalf. Naomi req·~ired Boaz to do 
this for her, and we require our Boaz, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to d,o this for us. 
This inability on man's part is due to his 
helplessness, sinfulness, spiritual poverty, 
and death. He simply could not, and can­
not redeem himself. A redeemer in such 
a ca-se must be one from without, ·but 
yet related to those he is redeeming, and 
this was fulfilled in our Lord's dncarna­
tion. He was God, (John 1:1), but He 
was also Man, (Phil. 2:8), there:f)ore a 
kinsman in the flesh. He also had the 
necessary power, disposition, and oppor­
tunity, and accomplished His work per­
fectly, (John '19:30). Note in a.ddition 
His great and tender consideration for 
men. 

The nature of our Lor-d's redemptive 
work may here be explained. This re­
lates to His death on Calvary, where He 
died for the sins of the world, (1 John' 
2:2),: This work was foretold throughout 
the O1d Testament in statement 'and type, 
(Is. 53:1-12; Lev. 16), and is propounded 
in the New Testament a·s a fundamental 
of the faith, (1 Cor. 1:5:3), and the neces­
sal'Y' basis' for s·alvation, (1 Pet. 2:24), 
The price paid in this redemptiVe work 
was the blood of Christ, (I Pet. 1:18, 19), 
and the bles'sings 'arising therefrom are, 
eternal life, (John 3:16), 'an eternal in­
heritance, (1 Pet. 1:4), and all spiritual 
blessings in heaV'enly places, (Eph. 1:3), 
and these are received through faith, due 
to the marvellous grace of God, (Eph. 
2:8). 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S MEETINGS. 
Last week reference was made to the 

:preparation of Misslionary Programs for 
use of Young People's Soci~tiesl.and we 
expected, to outline a prQgTam this week, 
!but there has come to our hands a Bible 
study course aSi prepared by Rev. Morley 

· R. Hal·l of the Westbourne Baptist 
Church, ,calgary, Alberta, which is of 
such intere·st as ,to take precedence, in 

· that many Young People's. Societies' are 
lookdng for just such a course. 

The theme <Of the studY'is "The Person 
and W Ol"k of the Holy Spirit," and' PastGr 
Hall's' arrangement of the study is simple 

· and! easily folJowed. The' first leaflet 
dleals with "The Personality ()f the Ho,ly 
Spirit" and the second· one, "The Doctrine 
of the Trindty and) the Deity of the Holy 
Spirit". . 

We would covet for any.group .of young 
people this important study and we are 
glad to note that the leaflets will 'be 
supplied monthly. from Pastor Hall at 
the rate of 10 cents each. Add'l"ess re­
quests to Rev. Morley R. Hall, West­
bourne Baptist Church, 13th Ave. and 
4th ·St. E., 'Calgary, Alta. 

THE CONFERENCE AT 'CHATHAM. 
The letter wh:Leh we have received from 

Rev. iE. C. Wood" pastO'1" of the Chatham 
Regular Baptist Church, not only tells of 
the work in their midst but als'o repc>rts 
on the Pastors' and People's Conference 
heW! ill! Chatham on Thursday, January 
26th, and we are, .therefore, quoting: , 

"Weare longing fGr the Lord to pre­
pare us f,O'1", and s'enld·,to us a mighty re­
vival tihat we, His children, may 'be 
brought into closer contact with the Lord 
Jesus. and that many souls may !be won 
for Christ. 

'''The various aetivitries of the church in 
Chatham are progresS'ing favourably. 
The singing of the choir still -brings much 
joy to the hearts of many who listen in, 
as letters and! phone cans testify; the 
Bible &:hool is ·gradually increasing in 
numbers, and the Happy Hour is well at­
tended. We alS'O have a Junior 'Mission 
Band', and a J,oy 'Cliub dl()ing w()ll"k for our 
missiolllaries. The Joy CluD is for senior 
girls andl the word 'Joy' slllmdls fGr 'Jesus 
:FUrSil;; Othel"S' Next; Yourself Last'. Each 
meeting is divided into three periods' in 
the same order-first the d1evotional 
period, then the missiO'Iltary work and 
last the social time. In this· way the 
young ladies are instructed in the Word., 
have a share in our missionary work and 
have a short peri·ad' of good fellowiSlrup 

·and cheer. The most important meeting 
of the church, the Prayer.meeting, is well 
attended! and the ladies of the ehurclh hold 
a prayer and missionary meeting. Our 
ytGung people's meeting is 18.1810 dloing 
nicely. 
· "Last Thursday, the 'Pastors' and 
People's Confereliice was held in Chatham 
and we had a g10rious day of feU()wship 
with the Lord through intercession and 
the W.ord, and with His saints. The 
sessrions, both afternoon and evening, 

were well attended, and an instructive' The Child'l"en's meetings on Friday 
anJdJ delightful time was enjoyedJ. . evenings continue to attract a large num-

"Mter the .business·, and opening ex- ber of the :boyS! and girls of the neigh­
ercises of the afternoon s~ssioIll, Mr. F. 'oourhood and real interest and enthus­
S; Kendall of ilie Calvary Ba.ptist 'Church, iasm is shown. Another phase of the 
Windsor, spoke from 2 Corinthians 1:20, work which has pl'oven instructive and 
'FOT all the promises of God in him are pr:ofitable iSI that under the direction of 
yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of Mr. Percy CLubine, missionary-elect to 
Goo by us.' Together we revelled: anew Liberia, and! at the present trime Science 
in the wonrdlrous provision of God for us tea·cher in one of the Oollegiates-. Mr. 
in am tlmough Christ J eSIUS our Lord, Clubine ihas been conducting a series of 
and were strengthened and encoul'l&ged to lectures in which he has thoroughly dealt 
face the trials and dliffioulties of our with the theory of Evo,lution and the fal­
pathway, by the certainty of the know- lacies of it. Questions were welcomed 
ledge o.f the presence, and the keeping anld a thorougth dlis'cus,srion ()f the subject 
pGwer of ·our ·blessed Saviour and Lord. entered upon. The va.lue of sych con-

"At the evening service, we were priv- sideration of a matter of v.ital interest; , 
ileged to have two speake'l"-& for, since directed! by one fully qualifiedi, cannot be 
Rev. William Fraser was present. and' estimated, and with the Mount Pleas~nt 
had been in close contact with· the Ox- Ch~rch, we join in praise to God that this 
ford Group and 'because that subject was Christian young man lis being 810 WJed of 
much in the thought of many present, God, in' the days preparatory to his, le'I.V­
arnangements were. made for Mr. Fraser ing for foreign missionary service.. Tlhe 
to outline some of their d·octrines·. The training of the splendid Mount Pleasant 
adldtress- was illlS;tructive anJdJ interesting Orchestra 'has also been in the hands of 
and gave to those present some first hand Mr. Clubine and the iIIIStruments used 
knowledge Gf the meth()ds and teachings are his donation to the work. 
of this sect. The Women's Department of the work 

"Rev. J. Fullard of Essex then brought is also prospering. Week by week the 
an excellent mess.age from John 19:5, .ladlies meet for prayer. and instruction. 
'Behold, the Man!' The Deity of our The'spirit Gf those meetings cannot be 
Saviour was' 'he1d! before us, as well as deSICribed, but a visritGr testifies· that as 
His amazing cOlIldescention in suffering she joined in prayer and heard the inter­
such humiliation, shame and that inglori- cession made for the Pastor of the church 
ous death, in order to redeem us from and for all, the· work of the church, 
sin. It was a stirriIIJg evangelical -mes- together with the very definite remem­
sage which brought joy to the hearts of bl'l8.lIICe of the w()r:k of the miss~onaries 
believers, and conviction to sill!Dlers, and at hOOne and a1brGad, her heart was re­
we pray that it may yet be -used! to the fres'hed and .burdlens Lifted. The ladies 
salvation of some souls. are studlYing the work whiC'h the Lord has 

"The whole day was most enjoyable, very denitely given'to our churches. The 
·and those present from the churches' in Office. Secretary of the Union had -the 
WindiS'or,. Courtright, Wi1kesport, Essex privilege ,of bringing to them, at a recent 
and Chatha.m, pl'l8.ised the Lord! for His meeting, a review of the work, and the 
goo.dnes's unto them." students from the TOIl'onro Baptist Sem-

. ill8ry w.ill be speaking at the next sev­
eral meetings. The prepal'l8.tion of a 
Comfort Box is alS() engaging this faith­
ful band. 

MOUNT PLEASANT, TORONTO. 
The past several monthsl have been 

monJths Gf' progress in the work carried 
on at the Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 
Church, 'l'oronto, as the Pastor, Rev. 
Alex. Thomson, and. his people have to­
gether made great sacrifices and! have 
continued to make ilieir te&timony heard 
in the section of the city in which they 
are i'Ocatedi. M'OUnt 'Pleasant Church has 
ever been a mdssionary church, its young 
peo.ple's department is a missionary de­
partment where the y()ung lives are 
trained and! nurtured and it is not sur­
prising to find many in that ehureh who 
have very dlefinitely given themse1ves to 
Christian sendce, or to hear that the 
Lord ihas separatedi unto Himself for dis­
tinctive mis'sioiliary service at home and 
&Jbroad severa:l of its young peo.ple. 

At MOIUnt Pleasant Road there bas 
been the joyful experience of seeing men 
and women' and! young people born again 
in the services of the church and the bap­
tismal waters have been stirredi as those 
Wlho have accepted ,Christ as Saviour 
have ,been obedIent in following His 
commandS. 

AT LONG BRANCH. 
With what thanklsgiving the news of 

.bless~ng is received and 'OUr whole con­
stituency Wlill rejGice that the Lord' has 
been .graciously working upon the hearts 
of the youll!g people attending the Long 
Branch Baptisd; Chlurch and several ihave 
come to Him. On Sunday evening, Feb­
ruary 5th, Pastor A. Penman hoo the 
joy of leading f'OUr young women through 
the waters of baptIsm, and two young 
married! -men are expected to folltOlW 
shortly. 

We sometimes wonder if the reporting 
of lI!Umibers grives any conception of the 
glory' which redounds to Him who SlaVed 
us, when sinners are turned' from dark-, 
neSSt to light, or if we who know the joy 
of pell-ce. and ·assurance, rejoice as 
we should that victory over Satan 
has been gained through the sacri­
fice of our Lord and Saviour, the 
mirustry ()f the Holy Spirit and the Wlit­
ness' to!f tche Lord's anointed. Even as the 
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Heavens rej-oice,'over one sinner who has 
come to the Saviour, our hearts s,hould 
be exalted and our joy lbe unspeakable 
as, we Ihear of the ·blessing which has 
come to our churches. 

The missionary s'Pirit abides with the 
Long Branch Baptist Church aoo a mis­
sionary week is, planned. Rev. H. L. 
Davey is bringing a message to the 
Church on Sunday evening, February 
12th. 

WHEATLEY~ 
Word comes from Immanuel Baptist 

Ohurch, Wheatley, that the Lord is .bles~ 
sing aibundantly. .on J·anuary 18th, the 
Annual Business' meeting of the church 
was held. It was' a j(}yons. occasion and 
there was much revealed: in the reports 
and srtatements w:hich was gratifying. It 
W8lS very evident that all were do,iug 
t'heir. utmost to carry on the work ·of love 
entrusted" to them and the enrolling of 
pne new member undiE!'l' existing circum­
stances was Emcourag.i.ng. 

The los's' ,or! two ,members by death, 
Mr. and Mrs. James 'Chute, was }Qeenly 
felt, and these saints· of the Lord are 
greatly missed, but the untiring efforts 
of Pastor W. LempI'iere as, he visits tlhe 
homes of the members, and carries the ' 
mess·age of s·alvation iruto other pla·ces, 
cheers the hearts of the people and the 
assurance of a harvest time encourages 
the workers·. 

Pastor Lempriere' is' endeavouring to 
start a Sunday School in one of the 
country churches which is not being used 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

cheered the speaker again' and again, it 
was felt that an interest in Liberia was 
created that wuWd bear fruit. Pray that 
t'he Lord may speak to some of those 
young people and that through the 
medium of that meeting there may be a 
c'onsecration of life. 

THE WESTERN WORoK. 
The Bulletin otf the Regular Baptist 

FelloWIShip of Alberta bas come to our 
hands this week 'bring1ng with it ames'" 
s'age of cornd'ort and exhortati,on. Through 
the Bulletin we hear of t'he trials, of the 
work in the Western ProviIllCe and re­
joice in the ,blessing whic'h follows in 
their wake. 

At Drumheller, where Pas,tor H. C. 
Phillipsi ministers, a new church bas been 
opened. It 'hBIS meant no, small amJOlUnt of 
effort 'and sacrifice on the part of pastor 
and people to bring this· building to com-

"RED RU~SIA" 
Paradise or Perdition 1 

will be the subject of 

a lecture 

by 
at this time. Pray for his success, for 
there are many in the district who attend 
no church at all and yet there is opposi­
tion being met with as Mr. Lempriere .. 
attempts to minister to a needy people. 

REV. E. E. SHIELDS 
of Chicago in 

The childTen's servicesl 'heldl both in 
Wheatley and Port Alma are looked 
upon, as' opportunities for reaching the 
unsaved and prayer is very definitely re­
quested' for this, yOlUng Pastor, who so 
unsparingly.gives of hds time, witnessing 
upon every op,portunity concerning the 
things of the Lord. ' 

BELLEVILLE. 
The meetings' held in Belleville when 

Rev. H. L. Davey bI'ooght to the people 
there great missionary mess'lIIges', were 
greatly appreciated. On Sunday evening, 
January 29t'h, the churc'h was filled, to 
capacity and there were manlY SitraIlJgiE!'l's 
present Who showed a keen inteI'est. On 
Monday, when an im!promptu meeting 
was a.rranged on finding that Mr. Davey 
could make train c()lI1nections which 
would enable him to reaCh Orillia for his 
enga.gement there, another great meeting 
W8lS held. -God!'s people were stirred and 
some unsaved we~ deeply moved. 

The regular wOl'lk of the -church is pr,o­
gressin'g well. I Souls 1iI'e being saved and 
the prayer pteetJings are ·a SIOUrce O'.f real 
blessing. 

ORILLIA, .BETHEL. 
It was an enthusiastic people who 

greeted! Mr. Davey at Orillia and a 
crowdedl hall upon two occasions bespoke 
the interest of the church. . 

By special arrangement, Rev. H. L. 
Davey spoke at the Collegiate Institute 
and there some six !hundred students as­
sembled to hear him. His visdt was 
greatly appxeciated and as the 6tu~ents 

JARVIS STREET CHURCH 

Thursday, February 16th 
8 o'cJock 

As Home Director of the 

,Russian Missionary Society, In,c., 
Mr. Shields 'has access to inside ~ources 
of information not open to many_ Re­
member date and place. You are invited. 

An offering wiD be received. 

pletion. TOO finaIlJCial strain bas been 
heavy, and still is. Pray for this noble 
bandi of workers. 

Pastor Charles'S. iMc:Grath continues 
to minister at Crossfield. A building is 
needed ibadly there ailldi severel 'hundred 
dollars have been promised £0 help in the 
ereetion of it, but sufficierut 'funds are n'Ot 
yet in sight. Pray for this cause. 

The work at Edmonton, where Rev. 
Gordon W. Searle ministers, is enj(}ying 
the 'Lord's' blessing. The Lord 'has given 
the church malllY s'ouls' of late and a 
number of believers bave been buried: in 
the waters 'Of baptism. 

A Regular Baptist Church 'has been 011'­
ganized inC<mdior, Where Pasoor Dickin-
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son and his wife are missdonaries' indeed. 
Pray for the work in that place and also 
at Benalto. 

The' ministry of the Wesrtibourne Bap­
tist OhUl."(~h, Calgary, is an ever increaS'­
ing one. What that 'church and its 
Pastor, Rev. Morley R. Hall, means to 
the work in the PrD'Vince of Alberta and 
beyond, is little known. The Westbourne 
Church is as a lighthouse set upon a 
hill. Pray for every department of the 
church's work and for the printed matter 
and less,on 'le'aflets prepared by Pastor 
Hall. 

Then from Rritish Columbia we have 
received a very 'special message during 
the past week. It comes from Kamloo·ps, 
wlhere Rev. W. J. Thomson is minister­
ing at the Baptist Ohureh. The work is 
giving much 'encoul'Iagement and the 
prayem 'of the frie,nd'S' in Ontario and 
Quebec will certainly follow it with much 
interest. We know ,that· Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomson will be ~appy to hear from the 
friends ·in the Union from time to time,. 
and they should be addressed care 9f 
Box 1217, Kam}.oops, B.C. 

THE MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
The February issue of t'he Bulletin will 

be mailed about the 15th of the month. 
The ,office' secretary will appreciate it if 
lists of names for this month's BuUetin 
are sent in at the earliest possible mo­
ment that there may be no delay in the 
receipt of. the Bulletin, by new readers. 

COMFORT BOXES. 
It is most g.ratifying to know that the 

Lord has· put the matter of comfort boxes 
upon the 'hearts of our people and that 

. a very definite service' is being rendered 
as' they are prepared. Enquir~es have, 
however, revealed that there ar,e some 
pressing· needs which sh~uld have im­
mediate attentio,n. An'Y'one who· might 
have a good 'USed, suit that would fit a 
man 5 feet, 10 iri!OOes taLl and weighing 
160 pOlUnds wMch they can spare (size 
40) should immediately get in touch with 
the Union Offi<:e. It can be ·placed at 
once and would be most acceptable. 

A suit is also needed fOT a young man 
who· is six foot two .incl1es tall and has 
a ·chest meaSurement of' 40, and one for 
a fifteen-y~ar-old: boy who, is five feet tall 
and weighs ninety-eight pounds. 

Children's c},othes can also be placed. 
Possibly s'Ome reader has garments which 
have grown too smaH for her own family 
and these could be passed on to little 
ones Who are not properly clothed at 
present. 

EAST YORK MISSION. 
Pastor Bel'!l:l1rd Jeffery had the unex­

ceLled happiness Oif seeing another soul 
pass-from death unlto Life·()II1 Sunday last, 
when Mr. Twining visited the Mission 
and gave one of his SlPlenddd taIks, using 
bird life and the· habits of God's featli.­
ered creatures. to illustrate the Gospel 
mi!s'sage. 

STANLEY AVE., HAMILTON. 
A week ago, 'lihe Stanley Ave. BaptiSlt 

Chureih, Hamilton, was crowded to cap­
acity to hear the Bird :Man, and at that 
service four surrendered unto the Lord. 
Again we say Rejoice! The Lord is 
visiting our people and we continue to 
wait up(}n Him. 
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