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"And Elijah ·came unto all the people, ·and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord .be (}{)d, 
follow him: but if Baal, the·n follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 

"Then said Elijah mi.to the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four 
hundred and 'fifty, men. 

"Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and' let them choose one bullock :for themselves, and eut it in pieces, 
·and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire 
under: . 

"And call ye ()n the name of your .gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God that a~swereth 
by fire, let him be God. And! all the people answered and said, It is well spoken."-:-l Kings 18:21-24. 

There is a very general prejudice against everything 
that savours of controversy in religion. I do not know 
why people should so strenuously object to religious con
troversy when they welcome controversy in almost all other 
realms. The fact is; we live by controversy. Truth is 
established by the discussion of it. If you attempt to buy 
a new motor-car you will be sure to be 'plunged into con
troversy as to the respective mer~ts of the cars the sales
men want to. sell to you: When two candidates put 
themselves up for office--of course, sol~cited to dp so by 
their friends-when by some means or another they are 
induced to stand for office, and they appeal for. your 
suffrage,' there is inevitably a controversy as to which of 
the two candidates is the worthier man. You cannot 
touch politics anywhere but you find people engaged in 
controversy as to the merits of respective political policies. 

The same is true of science. The scientists of our day 
are chiefly engaged in telling the world what simpletons 
their predecessors' were. They spend their time endeav
ouring to correct the ,mistakes of those who have gone 
'before them. It is quite right that they should do so. 

T.hus it lis inevitable that among thinking people-and 
we ought to think""":'it is inevitable that among thinking 
men and women· there will be differences of opinion upon 
every matter of interest to human 'life. Of necessity there
fore, there will be'differences of opinion in matters of 
religion. 

There were in the days of Elijah. The majority were 
on the side of Baal. Therefore' Elijah proposed that a 
certain course be ta:ken in order that the controversy 
might be settled. He proposed that they should each offer 
a sacrifice, that the sacrifices s:hould be presented in pre
cisely the same way, -that eacQ should pray to his God, and 
the God Who answered by fire should be the God of 
Israel. And the people said, "It is well spoken." 

I take this text this evening for the sake of the prin
ciple that ;is wrapped up in it, rather than as a ground 
of discussion of the particular historical incident to wmch 
it bel0l;lgs. 

I. 
I shall begin the discussion of the principle here involved 

this evening by. the remark that IN NOTHING Is UNCltR
TAINTY So HAZARDOUS As IN THlt MATTltR OF RtUGION. 
We can better afford to be mistaken oin any .thing else, in 
any other interest in life, than in the matter of religion. 
Certitud~ in 'l"eligion is of supreme importance. It is 
necessary that we should distinguish between religion
I do not say, Christianity: I use the broader term, the 
term, religion, which includes every sort of relig.ion-I 
say, we must distinguish between religion a.nd the various 
media 'Of its expression, the way by which that religion 
manifests itself, the externals, the. trappings, the gar
ments in which it clothes itself. They all have their place, 
but they are something apart from religion itself. 
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We may entertain different opinions as to the respec
tive merits of certain churches. I have no sympathy 
whatever with people who say it makes no difference what· 
churoh you join-for some churches are right, and some 
are wrong. Some are true, and some are false. Some 
teach the way to God, and some fail utterly to teach it. 
It does make a difference. But human opinions in respect 
to these matters are entitled to respect and consideration. 

But religion is a far deeper thing than the avenue 
through which it finds expression. Whatever may be said 
of the church~ we cannot afford to be mistaken in respect 
to that deeper principle which is indispensable to life here 
and hereafter.. It is all-important that we should deter
mine what is right lin these matters, but I would lead you 
past the outer court into the inner sanctuary this evening, 
beyond the externals, to that which is intrinsic, to that 
which inheres in religion itself. . 

The doctrines of religion are of vast importance. Only 
a superficial thinker makes light of doctrine or of dogma. 
"1\s (man) thinketh in his heart, so is he." Our char
acters are determined by the things we believe,-not by 
the things we profess to believe, necessarily, Ibut by the 
faith that is in us, that lies at the heart of things. What 
a man really believes in his heart, that he is, whatever 
he may profess.. , 

I say, the doctrines of religion-of Christianity,-let 
me narrow our consideration for a moment-are of im
portance-but they are not all-important. The form of 
truth, the creedal expression of lit may change, 'as a person 
changes his coat, but the truth itself will remain. Verbal 
expressions of truth may alter, while truth remains 
unchanged. 

. Your attitude toward the Bible is of great importance. 
It is difficult to conceive of anything much more import
ant. The Bible is the source of all Christian doctrine; yet 
I must remind you that people were religious before the 
Bible was written, and that there are millions of people 
in the world who are very religious who have never seen 
the Bible, much .less read it. They have a religion of a 
kind,-and it is of great :importance to them. 

.We do not believe it to be possible, but if it were 
possible utterly to destroy the 'last copy of the Bible, 
that would not eradicate religion from the earth; for. 
man is incurably religious. He has been described as "a 
.religious· animal". That he is an animal-there can be no 
doubt, and that he is religious is surely indisputable. You 
have hut to go to the' idols of the heathen, to unearth the 
ruins of ancien,t temples, and you will find that from the 
beginning of human history men have worshipped. They 
have been religious. 

What is religion? It is the consciousness of immortal
ity, the awareness of another life that is beyond this, the 
deep conviction that there is some other world, and that 
over and above it all there is somewhere a Supreme Being 
to Whom we are answerable. You cannot eradicate a 
belief in a ,god of some sort. I doubt whether there is 
anybody who does really disbelieve in the' existence of 
some Supreme Being, call Him the First Cause, call Him 
'the Great Unknown or- the Unknowable, call Him the 
Almighty, but there is within man that consciousness of 
His existence, altogether apart from the operations of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Belief in the immortality of the soul, and of the soul's 
relationship to another world than. this, is not distinctively 
Christian. It is a universal instinct. It is well-nigh im-

possible to find a race of men anywhere which does not 
believe in a future life. 

Notwithstanding what some of the moderns would fain 
teach us, that religion chiefly has value in this life, I ven
ture the affirmation that philosophically, at the root of 
things, the chief function of reLigion is so to prepare men 
in this life that they will be happily related to the life that 
is to come. Of the Christian religion, of course, it is true 
that "godliness is profitable unto ~I1 things, having pronUse 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come". So 
I say, religion has to do with our future, a future tJ:1at is 
not to be measured by years, nor counted by the months 
of the calendar, nor by the rise and set of. sun; but a 
future beyond all things physical and temporal, where the 
soul must live on and on interminably. . 

In the autumn one, can see the birds gathering an the 
trees, and preparing for their flight to a southern cLime. 

, They have never been to school, nobody has taught them 
geography, nobody has taught them the science of mete
orology, a knowledge of varying winds and temperatures; 
but instinctively in their breasts is the knowledge that 
there is another land where the sun is always shining, 
where winter's storms are unknown, and !in anticipation of 
the coming of winter they gather, apparently in council, 
and then spread their wings for that sunny, summer clime. 
That instinct in birds is no more real than the instinct in 
the human breast in respect to a future life; and rel.igion 
has to do with that. ' 

'Religion deals with matters of transcendent value, and I 
repeat that we can ibetter afford to be mistaken in any
thing than' in the matter of religion. 

Sometime you have taken the wrong turn at the cross
roads, and have found it greatly inconvenient when you 
had to retrace your steps and go back to the place where 
you went wrong, and ma:ke your journey in another direc
tion in order to reach your desired destination. But that 
was a mista!ke which was subject to correction. Many 
of tne affairs of life are important-all of them, in fact, 
when viewed relatively. We cannot afford to he mistaken 
in anything. Notwithstanding, I say we can better afford 
to be mistaken in anything-and everything-than in 
religion, because religion has to do with interests which 
transcend in value everything that th,is world contains. 

I do not know whether ,there are any here who have 
wished that they could have known four or five years ago 
what they know now. If you had known you would not 
have made investments in certain directions. You have 

. wished you could recall the day when you foolishly
although wisely, all you then thought-when you foolishly, 
as events have proved, invested all or part of what you 
possessed in an enterprise that has since crashed, and your 
money with it. It is a sad thing when people lose their 
life's savings. I am always sorry for them. You cannot 
discount the tragedy, when people have laboured for many 
years in the hope of having a competency in old age, and 
have it swept away by some apparently slight error. I 
do not wonder that it disturbs their peace of mind. 

But if you lose all your money, and all your property
everything you have-there is still something of value 
left in life. You may make mistakes at a point which may 
be corrected, you may begin once more and build again 
the thing to which you gave the best part of your life. 

I know of no place in life where a mistake is likely to 
issue in such dreadful consequences as at the marriage 
altar. To be mistaken there is to make a terrible mistake. 
And yet even that mistake may not necessarily mean the 
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a!bsolute ruin of life. It may neces!litate an endurance 
test for the rest of life, but if the man or woman, as the 
case may be, be strong, he may rise above his error and 
live usefully in spite of that tragedy. 

But to make a mistake in religion, to be wrong there, 
to take the wrong path from this life into the next, is to 
make the greatest of all mistakes. Therefore I say we 
do well to discuss religious matters. We do well to engage 
in controversy if need be; 'because it is of first import
':ince that we should know the truth in respect to this 
matter, because we cannot afford to be wrong. 

That iife is not over when it reaches its termination 
here is a matter of universal observation, and sooner or' 
later of universal experience: "As f9r man, his days are 
as 'grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For 
the wind passeth over it, and h is gone; and the place 
thereof shall know it no more." Nothing is ,more sure 
than that here we have no continuing city. We are here 
to-day, but God only knows how many of us will be here 
a week hence-or twenty-four hours hence. ' 

What of the life beyond? "I think", says someone, "we 
may possibly have a chance to correct the mistakes of 
time in the lar-ger space of eternity." You "think" so
but are you sure? On whose authority dare you say that 
you are sure? And what if you should not have the oppor
tunity? What if it should be a nase of now or never? 
What if it be imperative, div,inely imperative, that you 
take the right road now? And what if there is only one; 
and you miss it, and you discover when it is too late that 

. it is impossible for you to correct your error? Away 
-with that nonsense that religion is a matter for Sunday, 
that it has no vital relationship to the affairs of li~e I I 
tell you it is the 'biggest thing in life, of vastly greater 
importance than a man's business, than a man's domestic 
-relations, than a man's citizenship in this country, or in 
this world-it is the most important thing of all; to be 
-right religiously, to, 'be sure we are making no mistake 
when at last, as perforce we must, we bid good-bye to the 
things of time and sense, and our soul-ship shall he 
launched in the direction of that bourne from which no 
travell~r returns. 

That is my major premise, that in nothing is uncertainty 
-so hazardous a's in matters of religion. , ' 

II. 
My next proposition is this, THAT CE:RTAINTY IN RE:

'UGION IS AN IMPOSSIBII,ITY APART FROM DIVINE 
'W ARRANT. You can be certain of nothing relJgiously 
which is not divinely certified. You examine a piece of 
,silver to see, whether it is mere plate, or actually sterling: 
You look for the "hall mark". If it is stamped, you 
'accept that as a guarantee of its integrity; that is to say, 
that it is silver all through, and not, on the outside only. 
Pick up any book, and on the fly-leaf you will see the 
title of the book, and the name of the author'; and you 
value the contents of the book in the measure in which 
'you estimate the competency of the author to discuss the 
,questions there treated. 

In matters of 'religion we need some hall mark, some 
,certification that the thing is true. Surely I need not tell 
.yo.u that there is no -chur-ch council of any sort that ever 
functioned, or that could ,now be convened, competent 

:authoritatively to make a pronouncement on questions of 
religion. Thy are all composed of fallible men. They 
:may be mis'l . 'en, no matter how heartily they may ap-

prove of a ce~tain course, or a certain doctrine'; they may 
be wrong. 

There is no church of any name-I care not what pre
tences it may make-clothed with such authority as to be 
aqle ,to tell you what is the right way to go-not one. 
N or is there any preacher,. I care not what his scholarship. 
He niay be the most .learned of all men; he may be the 
embodiment, not only of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
but of all encyclopaedias, and of all lexicons and com
mentaries, and all the rest qf -it, but that does not clothe 
him with authority. There is no one who 'can pronounce 
upon a question of religion with ultimate authority, with 
finality, among all the 'sons of men-not one. 

In this particular case Elijah did not argue. ,I am sure, 
had we lived in his day, his opinions would have had great 
wei'ght with any .of us. I think we should like to have 
had Elijah's opinion of a great many things-and he was 
seldom "backward in expressing them. But in thls par
ticular instan1ce this ,solitary prophet of Jehovah did not 
argue his case. He said in effect, It is. useless for me to 
argue with you. I am one against four hundred and fifty. 
The logic of majorities is with you. What"everybody" 
says must be true. So it .is said in our day, and though 
it had not been framed in such a proverb I have no doubt 
it was true in principle then. People have ever been' 
attracted ,by the broad road along which the multitude go, 
and they have been-and are still-inclined to regard with 
some contempt the narrow path and straight gate along 
which and through which but a few righteous people 
journey. "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good' pleasure to give you the kingdom." You may be 
hopelessly outnumbered, and outclassed, in learning, 
wealth, influence, and position. That will not make you 
wrong, nor the other person right.· . 

Elijah said, "I serve. a God Who is able to speak for 
Himself, and I shall not argue with you. I will let Him 
argue with you. I propose a test. We are 'here to talk 
about heaven, who lives there, who rules this world who 
is the source, the author, of law and order, and to ~hose 
will we are subject. I think I know, but you will not accept 
my opinion. I therefore propose that we challenge Heaven 
to answer our cry. I will abide by the result. I will 
obey the god' who can plead his own cause" so that there 
shall be no possibility of doubt." In other words Elijah 
said. "I want a religion that is divinely certified. I want . 
a religion that is stamped with heaven's own 'hall mark'. I 

I want to be. sure 'beyond' all possibility of mistake, there
fore I refer my ,case to the Supreme Court, and. I am 
ready to abide by the verdict; that the God Who answereth 
by fire shall be God." 

That is a fair test, and to that test all religions, and all 
huma? opinions about religion, must be prepared to 
sU1bmlt. 

I need not speak of the religions of the heathen. 
It is a test to which science itself must submit -and 

science falsely so called, wJth all its theories th~t are 
subversive of faith and antagonistic to religion. To this 
test must all religious philosophies come. To this test 
must your opinion and mine-and everybody else's-in 
matters of religion be ,submitted. . 

Religion ds a legitimate subject of controversy. By 
controversy, I mean free, frank, open discussion. Come 
on, my friend. Produce your cause, bring forth your 
strong reason. Ple~d for Baal, if you will; but "the God, 
tha~ ans~ereth by fire, let him be God", I say to my Mod
ermst fnends who have long told us that the Bible is not 
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true, that they ~ave a new theory' of religion, and that 
they are right and we are all wrong,-I turn to them and 
say, "Come on, ye Modernists! Let your modernistic god 
answer by fire. Let us see what he can do. Let us see 
what he can accomplish." 

Look abbut upon the world to-day. The ,tepets and 
principles of Modernism have taken possession of nearly 
all our educational institutions, of nearly all our pulpits. 
They are stamped upon nearly all our literature. And 
the man \yho stands for the Bible as a divinely inspired 
and infallible book is looked upon to-day as a man who is 
scarcely sixteen ounces to the pound. He is a li.ttle bit 
"off". He is eccentric, out of centre. . 

I wish my evolutionary friends would 'begin to show 
some better type of man as a result of their evolutionary 
processes. For the life of me, as I turn back the pages 

, of history, I cannot find that this sordid, sorrowful, sinful, 
nature has emerged by a hair's breadth from the awful 
depravity into which it was plunged by man's first dis
obedience in partaking of the fruit of that forbidden tree, 

. whose mortal taste brought death into the world, ,and all 
our woe. It has done nothing for us hut to work confusion 
everywhere. 

A little while ago our modern preachers were discussing 
economics. A pretty mess they have made of it! Or 
have the expert economists refused to listen to them? I 
do not know much a'bout it. I only know there are one 
hundred cents to the dollar-and I wish there were more. 
We all know that. But when I see the futility of the 
courses pursued by the modern. church, by the modern 
pulpit, I feel like calling three or four hundred of them 
together, men who have so preached for twenty-five years, 
and saying to the whole crowd, "Show me one man whose 
life has been made anew by your doctrines." They could 
not do it. We have recently had a testimony of a man 
who said that for twenty-seven years he had preached 
w,ithout knowing of one person whose life had been 
changed by his message. It is about time something 
happened when that is true of the pulpit. 

What are we here for? Have we a God? The only 
God that is of any value is the God Who can plead His 
own cause, Who can answer by fire. 

And I dare to sa,y that the Bible must submit to that 
test. I offer not the slightest objection to scholarship's 
questioning the authority 6f the Bible as a whole, or of 
any part of it. I see no reason why objection should be 
taken ~o that course. If it ,is the ,truth, bring on your 
microscope, bring on your scholarship. You cannot upset 
the truth. "We can do nothing against the truth, but for 
the trufh." I do not object to anY'body's examining the 
Bible. I do deny the competency of the judges sometimes 
to pronounce upon the question. 

If this Bible could not speak for itself, I would not 
beli~ve it. We are to contend for ,the faith, lest people 
should be led astray; but "the faith" itself needs no 
defense: it will defend itself. 

V-Ie used to have a deacon here who was a great book 
man, and he told me this story once. He was in London, 
and he went to the headquarters of the British and 
Foreign Bible ,Society. He saw the presses busy printing 
Bibles, and the shelves piled to the roof everywhere with 
bound copies. Shipments were going out to the ends of 
the earth. The Bible was being printed, if I am not mis
taken, at that time in something over six hundred 
languages and dialects-and they were not destroying one 
of them. It was not a "dead" book. It never gets out of 

date. Copies were awaiting shipment to all parts of the 
world. ' 
. My friend went from there to another religious estab

bshment, and he saw at one end of the place a great pile 
of book:s, well-bound large volumes. Then he saw a man 
toss the books carelessly into a three-wheeled truck which 
he wheeled to a shaft that led to the basement, and upset 
the books :into ;the shaft. After watching the man repeat 
the process two or three times he said to his guide, "What 
is that man doing with those books? They look to be" 
well bound." "Yes; they are. But they are dead. We 
c.annot sell them, nor can we give them away." "I should 
hke to see what the book is", said the deacon. He picked 
one up, and found that it was a copy of Colen so "On the 
Pentateuch". Bishop Colenso was one of the earlier 
higher critics. His comments on the Pentateuch were 
dead, they were 'sending his books' back to be ground into 
paper-but the Pentateuch was still being printed in over 
six hundred languages. . 

The Bible stands the test of fire. Otherwise it would have 
been destroyed long ago. No book has been so hated; no 
book has been so opposed; no book has ever had such a 
multitude of learned antagonists. They have cut it with 
their pen-knives, and burned it with fire. They have tried 
to destroy it, to remove it from the earth. But at this good 
hour the Bible is the best seller on earth. The man does not 
live, even in this apostate age, who can write a book that 
can gain such popularity as the unadulterated Word of 
God. It can stand the test. We need not be afraid of the 
fire. "The God that answer-eth by fire, let him be God." 

What is in the B90k? The story of a Man. The 
gospel we preach bears the name of a Man, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the Lord Jesus Christ. Is He a Man ? Yes. 
Anything more than a Man? Are you going to argue 
about it.? ~e will prove it. He goes to the 'cross; they 
bury HIm m the grave; they ,roll a great stone upon it· 
they come to Pilate and say, "We remember' that that 
deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I 
will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre 
be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come' 
~y ~ight, and steal him ~way~ and say unto the people, He 
IS rIsen from the dead. PIlate, with fine irony replies 
"Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as y~ 
can-seal it up and have done with Him." And you 
know h~w, on the thir~ day, the grave was empty, and 
the soldIers were runnmg for their lives, their masters 
giving them m~ney ·to tell a lie about the empty sepulchre. 

But a little group knew all about it bec:ause He appeared 
to them, show~ng Himself alive. By and by He ascended 
out of their sight, and they were given the impossible 
task of proving that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
What then? Suppose they invoke the Habeas Corpus 
principle and say, "If He is all that, ,if He is risen from 
the dead, bring Him forth and let us see Him." "A little 
while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, 
and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father." He is 
gone. They cannot prove it by argument. But "suddenly 
th.ere came. a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wmd, and It filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 
fire, an~ it sat upon each of them. And they were all 
filled WIth the Holy Ghost,' and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the 'Spirit gave them utterance." When at 
last one 'of the disciples stood up to explain the phen
omenon, you remember what he said? "This Jesus hath 
God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and having re-
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ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he 
hath shed. forth this which ye now see and hear." He 
has answered by fire. He has' sent a message from 
heaven. He has certified to the Messiahship of H~s Son, 
to the efficacy of His blood, to the validity, to' the divine 
satisfactoriness of the whole work' of redemption. God 
has said, "Well done", to Jesus. "That", said He, "is 
the way I am going to save people." "Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly that God hath made 
that same :r esus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." He answered by fire and He has been answering 
by fire ever since.. .' 

I could call for testimonies in this meeting, and sa)t, 
"Men and women, do you know anything about this fire? 
Has it come into your life? Has ,it made you a new 

. creature? Has it introduced you to a new world? In a 
word, is yours a supernatural religion?" Hundreds of 
you would rise and say, "I need no argument, sir; I am 
myself the subjeGt of this refining fire. God has come to 
me in the person of Christ, and by the power of His 
indwelling Spirit has put beyond all possibility of doubt 
the divine authority of the Christian religion." 

Very well, then, the Book and the messag~ of the Book, 
have been divinely certified; and I declare on the authority 
of the testimony of history, on the authority of the ex
periences of' the multitude ,which no man ,can number, on 
the authority of the experience of many here, on the 
authority of my own experience of the reality of these 
things, that the Bible is the divinely-inspired, infallible, 
authoritative word of the living God, and that every 
word in ~t is true. 

And its message to you is a message from Heaven. 
He, my God, commandeth men everywhere to repent. 
You may disregard my message, my. friends who hear 
me by radio. You may say, "I am not in church. It 
makes no difference, so I will just listen to this preacher 
a while." 

I heard a man say a thing to-day that was beyond me. 
Some student of Einstein's Relativity declared that, 
according to this theory of science, every ray of Nght 
carries within itself the image of everything that it has 
shone upon, and that if, by any means, one could over
take, the rapid flight of light, he could yet produce a pic
ture of ColurI),bus landing on the shores of America. I 
do not know' whether that is true. I confess that 
Einstein's theories, as well as many others, ~re quite 

, beyond me. But I am sure of this, that the word of the 
Lord comes to you this evening with the authority of God 
Himself. 

I bring to you once again the old, old story, the simple 
fact that Jesus Christ took y~)Ur sins upon Him, that He 
bore your punishment, that He was wounded for your 
transgressions, and ,bruised for your inquities, that He 
did actually pour out his life's blood that you might be 
washed and made whiter than snow. 

Our God is "a consuming fire"; but how graciously 
He has come to us in the' person of Jesus Christ! You 
remember when John saw that One Whose hair was as 
white as wool, he' fell at His feet as dead because His 
eyes were "like a flame of fire". And when the three 
disciples saw Him on Mount Tabor as He was trans
figured before them, in the light of His awful holiness 
they fell at. His feet as dead men - when He simply 
allowed the light to shine through the fleshly veil that 
concealed His glory. . 

I thank 'God for that veil of flesh; that He has come 
to us, 'this God Who answers by fire, in the person of 

One Who is bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; and 
Who speaks in our language! 

"Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise; 

In all His words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all His ways. 

q loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 

A second Adam to the fight, 
And to the rescy.e came. 

o wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
Which ,did in Adam fail, 

Should strive afresh against the foe, 
Should strive and should prevail; 

And that a higher gift than grace 
Should flesh and blood refine

,God's presence, and His very self, 
And essence all-Div~ne. 

o generous love that He, who smote 
In Man for man the foe, 

The ,double agony on Man 
For man should undergo." 

"God 5.0 loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." I declare that to be divine 
truth, God's last word to the world. "Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest". "In a little wrath I hid my face 'from thee for a 
moment; but with everlasting: kindness wm I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as the 
waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the 
waters of Noah should no .more go over the earth; so 
have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart; and the 
hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." 

How simple He made 'it when He gave to those about 
Him the story of the man who went down from the 
temple justified, having prayed the prayer of penitence, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner." "It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God." It is a fearful 
thing to know the consuming wrath of an angry God. 
But it has spent itself on Calvary, and now in the person 
of Him Who is our Saviour we may hear only words of 
tenderness and love. How graciously He said it, "Suffer 
the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of such is the kingdom of God"! The Bible brings 
us God's last word to the world: "Last of all he sent them 
his son." , 

Will' you accept Him to-night? Will you accept the 
divine ultimatum? Will you tak;e the ,road He points 
out? Will you accept the salvation He offers? My radio 
friends, bow yotlr heads and pray that prayer. Gather 
your families about you to kneel with you, as whole 
families turn to God to-night; and as we pray in this 
place, may God the Holy Spirit, Who alone can teach us 
how to pray, constrain you to repentance toward God and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us pray: 
o Lord" we adore Thee! We worship Thee with 

grateful hearts because Thou past not come to us in the' 
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thunders of Sinai, but .that Thou hast -spoken to us at 
the cross, at the empty grave, and out of the open heavens. 
We hear Thee saying, Him that cometh to me I will in no 

. wise cast out. Lord, we desire to come. Some of us have 
come long ago, and we thank Thee for that. fact. Some 
others, we trust, desire to come now. Some w1l1 come back 
again. Send us fr-om this place, and send our radio 
hearers to their couches, with a full assurance of faith, 
able to say, I know whom I have believed. We ask it for 
Thy name's sake, Amen. 

I 
THE STORY OF SAMSON. 

A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 

Thursday Evening, January 26th, 1933. 
Eleventh in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on 

Biblical Theolog'J' (the eighth on the book of 
Judges) 'Which is included in the Curriculum 

of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

Lesson Text: Judges, chapters 13 to 16. 

We shall continue our study this evening in the book 
of Judges,. chapter thirteen. In our opening study we 
observed that there was a summary of the ctmtents of 
the entire book of Judges, telling us how the people 
repeatedly lapsed into idolatry, did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, were sold into the hands of their. enemies,' and that 
from time to time God raisea them up judges who de
livered them. The book is a succession of biographical 
sketches' of the judges whom God· used to deliver His 
people out of the hands of their enemies. 

The section to which we are to give our thought this 
evening begins like all the other sections, with the state
ment that "Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord", 

, with the inevitable result that they. became the slaves of 
another dominant people. The principle of the sixth chap
ter of Romans is everywhere anticipated in this book, 
because it is a principle that is founded in the nature of 
things: "To whom ye yield yourselves servants -to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey." Sin always leads 
to slavery; and the rejection of the divine Lordship always 
issues in subjection to some kin!i of evil tyrant. 

Our story has to do with Samson. It is a very familiar 
portion of Scripture. 

1. 
In the thirteenth chapter we have AN ACCOUNT OF HIS 

BIRTH.' He was chosen of God from his birth. He was, 
indeed, foreordained to be Israel's deliverer. 

We are to remember that this. is a story written by the 
peri of inspiration, an historical record of events as they 
appeared to the discerning and penetrating gaze of God 
Himself. He is described in a later portion of Scripture 
as a "God of knowledge, by whom actions are weighed". 
The pen of inspiration goes always to the root of matters; 
it uncovers the springs of history, and shows where cer
tain streams of influence have their rise. 

Samson's extraordinary character and career are ex
plained by the fact that he was ordained of God before 
his birth to do a particular work. There may be other 
supernatural events which are not supernaturally viewed, 
and are not recorded by the pen of inspiration, which 
may be parallel to this; but this may be depended upon 
because it is 'a divine. record. But. the coming of any 

human life into the world is an event fraught with tre
mendous potentialities. If you recall a few of the out
standing characters .of history, on the side of righteous
ness or unrighteousness, men who have wrought valiantly 
for God, and who have been divinely used for the further
ance of righteousness among men, and for the honour and 
glory of God; or, on the other hand, men of evil genius, 
of outstanding ability as workers of iniquity-we call to 
mind many, 'among them, Napoleon, Catherine, a,nd farther 
back, Nero, and Ahab wlio sold himself "to work evil 
in the sight of the Lord", and Pharaoh in whom God 
showed His power,~they all began life as all humans 
begin life, born into the world as babes. And yet from 
these cradles what tremendous influence has radiated for 
the cursing or the .blessing of mankind! 

In the New Testament the Apostle Paul links his divine 
call to be an apostle with his natural hirth, and seems to 
imply that because he was ordained to this apostleship 
God's hand was in his natural birth. Beyond all question 
he came into this world wi-th 'certain capabilities which. 
God, in His proviClence, had imparted from birth. 

We do well to lay emphasis upon the necessity pf the 
second birth, and to rememlber that we are saved by the 
sovereign grace of God; but, at the same time, we must 
not forget that there are natural aptitudes, natural capaci
ties, which have been divinely anticipated, and which fit 
men and women for the particular place in the worId to 
which God.has appointed them. 

I think that is true of all callings in life. We may not 
be Samsoos, we may not be chosen for any conspicuous 
service. Ours may be but a very ordinary and common
place life, ·and the function we exercise in the body of 
Christ may seem to be very small and unimportant; but 
'you remember God hath "set some in the church". His 
providence has to do with our call into fellowship with 
God, and equally it has to do with our natural birth. It 
is said that poets are born, and not made. I . am certain 
that some people have tried to make poets of t~emselves 
who were not to the manner born. There is no doubt 
about that! But it is just as true of preachers and 
teachers. Their natural aptitudes are no accident. We 
come into the worId with certain qualities. 

If you students were not foreordained to be preachers, 
and did not come into the world with certain latent quali
ties, there is no school on earth that can impart them. 
We must discover our particular place in life, as Samson 
did; but just as surely as Samson was ordained to a 
special service, so everyone of .the servants of God lias 
been similar)y ~ppointed. 

You know the story of how the angel appeared to the 
wife of Manoah, and how, in answer to their prayer, he 
appeared 'the second time. Manoah's wife did ~ot know 
that he was an angel of the Lord. God has a way some
times of coming to His people anonymously. Sometimes 
He visits them and bestows upon them His gifts, and does 
not mark the gift. Vole may know whence it came, how
ever, from the fact that "every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights". 

Direction was given for the care of the child from his 
birth. He was to be safeguarded.' He was surrounded 
with certain prohibitions. He was to be a Nazarite, 
separated unto God from the beginning of life. 

What a blessing it is to be born into a godly home! 
to have had parents, father aIlld mother, who talked with 
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God abo)1t us, and who.sought divine help and direction 
in respect to our upbringing, and the direction of our 
steps into our appointed career! Those of us who have 
enjoyed that incomparable advantage ought ever to .b~ 
grateful, and to remember that we have been blessed with 
a tremendous advantage over those who have not been 
similarly favoured. 

I do not think it would be difficult to identify the Ange~ 
here spoken of. He came in the form of a man. When 
Manoah said, "What is thy name, that when thy sayings 
come to pass' we may do thee honour?" He said, "Why 
askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?" Or, 
"wonderful". "His name shall be called Wonderful, 
CouI:\cellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince'of Peace." As He predicted the birth of this 
child I wonder was there especially present in His view
there must' have been-the visit of other angels to this 
world who would come both to Elizabeth and to Mary, 
bringing them the great news of the advept of one who 
should be the herald of the Lord, and of the Other Who 
should be the Lord of glory Himself? How full of 
preintimations of the ultimate glory is the Old Testament!· 
How impoverished are they who have never learned that 
J esus Chris~ is the key! 

The key to the Old Testament, as to everything con
cerning this life and the next, is in the hand of Him upon 
\iVhose shoulde'rs the Lord has laid the government, Who 
shuts and no man opens, and opens and no man !lhuts. 

I think we may read this thirteenth chapter reverently, 
and profit as to our own advent into the world; and 
earnestlv enquire of the Lord why we were born, what we 
are here- for, for wh~t special task we have been equipped, 
in order that we may not live our lives in vain. 

There are two verses at the conclusion of the thirteenth 
chapter which are very suggestive of a principle which, , 
for the want of something better, and without premedita
tion, I call a principle of diviJ?e perspective. .~ere is a 
whole chapter taken up with the story of the dlvme com
munication respecting God's purpose in a life that is to 
be of the visitation of the angel, of the presentatien of 
offerings to him, and how he went up to heaven in the fire 
that rose oitt of the rock. 

They knew that he was the angel of the Lord. ":N.I:anoah 
said unto his wife, We shall surely die, because we have 
seen God. But his wife said unto him, If the Lord were 
pleased to kill us, he would not have received a Durnt 
offering and a meat offering at our hands, neither would 
he have shewed us all these things, nor would as at this 
time have told us such things as these." 

Then in the twenty-fourth verse there is the mere state
ment of the child's birth, his being called Samson, and 
the mere statement that the child grew, "and the Lord 
blessed him." So from babyhood to manhood Samson's 
history is compressed within a few words. Do not forget 
that the beginning of life, and the influences that are 
thrown about a young life in its unfolding, are of para
mount importance, and that the later period may well 'be 
compressed within a few words. "And the Spirit of the 
Lord began to move him at times in the camp of Dan, 
between Zorah and Eshtaol:" 

·11. 
Now Samson', is a man, and he "went down to Tim

nath"-and here it is. I thought we should come upon 
it-"and saw a woman in Timnath"! Though ,his father 

and mother did not approve of his choice, he was deter
mined to have her for his wife. 

I 'read a story somewhere' of an Italian nobleman 
who had had a most' unfortunate marriage; there was no 
joy in it at all. Ultimately his wife died, and left him 
with a little son. He became a woman-hater, and he 
resolved that that little son should never know that there 
were such creatures on earth as women. He selected a 
library very carefully-I do not know how he did, it, but 
he got together books that the boy might read as he grew 
up in which was no mention of women. He kept, him 
securely in his castle until be obtained his majority, with 
no one for companions but male tutors and the male ser
vants of the household. His father thought he was per~ 
fectly safe, and .he took him oUJt to view the world. They 
had not travelled far until the boy saw a company of 
young women playing, having a happy time togethe~ in 
the open air. The boy said to his father, "\i\That are. 
they?" Said his father, "Do not bother about them': they 
are just little devils." "Devils", said the youth, ~'then, 
father, get me a little devi1." 

It is only a legend perhaps, but here is this mighty man 
smitten, and he is thus introduced to the Philistines fr~m 
whom he is to deliver his people Israe1. His father and 
mother objected: "Is there never a woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or aniong all my people, that 
thou goest to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philis
tines?" But he was like all young men 'of modern .times. 
It was no use to argue with him on that subject! "Get 
her for me; for she pleaseth me well." There was an 
overruling providence in iJ1:, for thus he was introduced to 
the land of Philistia. 

Turning aside from <that, you have this principle, that 
in the prosecution of his lHe's work a lion roared upon 
him. You are likely to meet lions'in the way. Our Lord 
did when He sought His bride. Do not say it is a type. 
I do not know that it is, but it may be an illustration, for 
as his father and mother wondered that the affection of 
Samson should go out to a woman of an alien race, so 
must the angels have wondered that the Prince of glory 
shol1ld ever have determined to find for Himself a bride 
in this rebellious planet. But so He did, and in the find
ing of her, as in the case of Samson, there were many 
lions in the way. 

Whatever Y0!lr task, whatever your course in life, as rou 
set about it, you must expect to hear the roar of a hon. 
Life is not easy. It never was: at never will be. "The 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him", as He will 
come upon all His chosen servants .for the execution of 
their task. At the time when most he needed this divine 
anointing, God was at hand to enable him to slay the lion: 
"He rent him as he would have rent a kid, and he had 
nothing in his hand." 

Then h~ called together all his f.riends and neighbours 
to tell them what a great hero he was, and of all the 
wonderful things he had done! No; he djd not! He 
did not even tell his father and mother. And I suggest 
to you young men and women that you endeavour to 
cultivate the habit of meeting lions every day as a com
monplace. Rend them, and throw them aside, and do not 
bother about it. The greatest battles of life always have 
been-and always must be-fought in secret., We do 
well to rend the lions. You do not need to "s~re" that 
with anybody else! Some people are always talking about 
·the lions they kill. 
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I used to know a woman in the church of which I was 
pastor, who very piously and very weep'ingly used to 
appeal to the fri'ends to pray for her that' she might be 
delivered from pride. She feared she might be proud, 
and she wanted to get herself under her f~t! She was 
always asking people to help her slay the lion~ She gave 
the impression that she was quite a lion-hun1Jer on her 
own account-but so far as I know, nobody ever found 
the carcase of one! I do not know what she did, but she 
did not seem to make any progress in the lion-killing 
business. 

This young man said nothing about it. There ought to 
be a few secrets between us and the Lord. We ought to 
have victory over our pride and our selfishness without 
calling a big meeting to tell everybody about it. 

"After a time he returned to take her, and he turned 
aside to see the carcase of the lion." It is a fine thing to 
have a few places marked out~for yourself; others need 
not know of them. "That is the place where I had a real 
battle, and a real v.ictory." .We all have our lions to meet. 
After you have had the victory you may reinforce your 
courage by viewing again the scene of conflict, as Samson . 
did. 

But he found that a swarm of bees had taken posses
sion of the carcase of the lion, and that it was full of 
honey. You may be sure there is some stor~ laid up for 
everybody who thus wins a victory before the Lord with
out saying anything about the lion. "He took thereof in 
his hands, and went on eating, and came to his father and 
mother, and he gave them, and they did eat." He brought 
a full supply of honey, but do not forget that "he told 
not them that he had .taken the honey out of the carcase 
of the lion". Never mind advertising the slaying of the 
lion: come with the honey. ·See that your hands are 
filled with sweetness. See that you live and walk as men 
and women who somehow, somewhere, have learned the 
secret of victory, so "the young lion and the dragon 
shalt thou trample under ·feet", ,even as the Scripture says. 

"So his father went down unto the woman: and Samson 
made there a feast; for so used the young men to do . 
. And it came to pass, when they -saw him. that they 
brought thirty companions to be with h~m. And Samson 
said unto them, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: 
if ye can certainly declare it me withln the seven days of 
the feast, and find it ,out, tnen I will give you thirty sheets 
and thirty change of garments." 

This story is rather a mixture. I suppose it is -so be
cause your life and mine are mixtures. Samson did some 
wise things, and he did some very foolish things. . This 
Philistine wife of his was rather an unusual woman
or was she? She was very persistent, but who shall judge 
whether more so than the women you and I know! The 
Philistines called for Samson's wife. That is good 
psychology. If you want to do anything with a ma!1, go 
and see his wife! That is, some men-and some wives. 
Now and then, once in a good many years, you will find 
a man of independence; but they are scarce. 

They said to Samson's wife, "Entice thy husband, that 
he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and 
thy father's house with fire." "And Samson's wife wept 
before him." That is true to life, is it not? This is 
accurate history. She wept before him, but he refused to 
tell her. "Behold, I have not told it my father nor my 
mother, and shall I tell it thee ?"-"And she wept before 
him the seven days." What man could stand that? Think 
of it! Seven days of weeping I Every morning! All day 
long I Every night I All the time I There was no ces-

sation of her tears, but she persisted in her demand that 
he disclose to her his £ecret. I do not excuse him for 
telling, but I admit that I have a good deal of sympathy 
w.ith him; for. seven days' continuous weeping was 
enough to break down almost any man's resolution. At 
last, when he could withstand her no longer, he told 
her-and she told the enemy. 
. When they solved the rjddle Samson said, "If ye had 

not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found out my 
riddle." However, "the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
him, and he went down to Ashkelon, and slew thirty men 
of them, and took their spoil, and gave cqange of garments 
unto them which expounded the riddle. And his anger 
was kindled, and he went up to his father's house. But 
Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he 
had used as his friend.~' 

There is much feminine psychology in the story. You 
must always remember, when endeavouring to understand 
men and women, that they, are two separate creations; 
they belong to two different orders of life; and they look 
at things from different points of view. Study the 
psychology of the chapter, particularly you young men 
and young women. . 

Samson returned again to call upon his wife, but her 
father would not let him see her, so he "caught three 

. hundr·ed foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to' 
tail, and put a firebrand in the midst between two tails. 
And when he had set the brands on fire, he let them go 
into the -standing corn of the Phllistines, and burnt up 
both the shocks, and also the standing corn, with the 
vineyards and olives." The Philistines argued there was. 
only one man who would do a trick like that. You may 
earn for yourselves a reputation so that you will be 
blamed for many things. But Samson deserved this. He 
did it. And when the Philistines destroyed his wife and 
her father, Samson "smote them hip and thigh with a 
great slaughter." 

. III. 
Thus he began to deliver Israel out of the hands of the 

Philistines. There is in this chapter som~thing that is 
strangely reminiscent of Moses. When he began to move 
for the deliverance of God's people, the first to oppose 
were the people themseJVies. They said in effect, "You are 
only making our 'burdens harder to bear. Withdraw your 
hand, and leave us alone." Sometimes things have to 
be made worse before they can be better. When you try 
to do a good deed you 'will 'find yourself examined of "the 
good deed done to the impotent man". These men of 
Judah were afraid. They went up, three thousand of 
them, to the top of the rock to take Samson. That was a 
compliment to Samson I It took three thousand of these 
pigmies to bind him. They went up to bind him because, 
said they, "He is making trouble. We shall be worse off 
than we were in the beginrung." 

If you take the course divin~ly planned for you, the 
men of Judah will turn upon you because they do not 
understand, just as they turned upon Moses, and upon 
Samson. 

"Swear unto me", said Samson, "that ye will not fall 
upon me yourselves. And they spake unto him, saying, 
"N 0; but we will bind thee fast, and deliver thee into 
their hand-We will just hand you over, a t~ed-up parcel, 
to the Philistines." When they had bound him, and 
brought him up from the rock, "The Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and' the cords that were upon 
his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his 
bands loosed from off his hands. And he found a new 
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jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, 
and slew a thousand men ~herewith.'" That was a strange 
instrument, but it made little difference what instrument 
he had. If you are a Samson you may use 'the jawbone 
of an a~s, but if you ar,e not, do no~ try it. That is one 
,cause of failure among men. Men who are not Samsons 
or Davids try to use their weapons. Use your own. 

"And he was sore athirst, and called on the Lord and 
said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand 
of thy servant: and' now shall I die for thirst, and f;;tll 
into the hand of the, uncircumcised? But God clave an 
hollow place ~hat was in the jaw, and there came water 
thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, 
and he revived ... and he judged Israel in the days of the 
Philistines twenty years. 

IV. 
Then he went down to Gaza. That is another chapter in 

his history, and a very sad ohapter. This man was not proof 
agajnst the wiles of the women of Philistia. It was told 
the mien that Samson'had come into the city of Gaza, and 
they compassed the city about, but he "took the doors of 
the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away 
with them, bar and all, and put the~ upon his shoulders, 
and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before 
Hebron." 

I believe there is an illustration here. After we are' 
really the Lord's, and the Spirit of God dwells within us; 
no prison doors can shut us in. The Philistines will try 
it, but we shall be able to lift the doors off their hinges; 
or, if not, there will be a repetition of Peter's experience 
when the angel came through the shut doors. The chains 
fell from off his legs, and the doors opened "of their own 
accord"; and he came out into liberty again. 

Then there is the sad story of Delilah, another woman 
from among the Philistines. She was besought to get 
from Samson the secret of his strength. Samson was not 
called to do a great deal of talking, but certainly he talked 
too much. He ought to have kept his secret to himself. 
~'The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him: and 
he \vill shew them his covenant." Three times ,he put 
Delilah off with a false statement, but at last he yield,ed 
his secret and said that his strength was in his hair. 

Note the parallel between this story 'and that of the 
woman of Timnath. HAnd it came to pass, when she 
pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that 
his soul was vexed unto death: that he told her all his 
heart." The other woman gave him seven days of weep
ing-, but this woman gave him seven days of nagging! 
"She pressed him daily with her woOrd's." She kept it up 
all ~he time, like the dropping of water upon a hard stone, 
untIl at last, although he Gould stand much, he could stand, 
it po longer. He told, her'his secret. 

Don't you men be too proud of yourselves: Do nOtt 
say your wife cannot make you do things like that. She 
does not let you know that she makes you, but very often 
-and I think, usually-she has her own way. Most of 
them do. . ' 

Again I say, I cannot commend Samson, but oud: of 
sheer desperation he discloses the secret of his stiength; 
'he told her it was, due to the fact that he was a N azarite, 
that a razor had never come upon his. head. He was shorn 
'of his hair, and when his wife said as of vore, "The Philis
tines be upon thee, Samson", he said, "i will go out as at 
other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not 
that the Lord was departed from hi,m." 

How terribly, true it is that men may play with' evil, 
'and trifle with things that are contrary to the will of God, 

. , 

and gradually, imperceptibly, be robbed of their strength, 
until they are as weak as other men! Samson supposed 
that he was as strong as he had been before, but the Lord 
had departed from him. And no one is any good to him
self, or to his generation, when once the Lord depatts 
from him. That should be our supreme concern, so to 
walk with Him that we may not 'be shorn of our strength. 
Oh, the terrible tale, too horrible to relate; but I suppose ' 
you have seen it in real life. The Philistines took Samson, 
put out his eyes, and bound him with fetter.s of brass. 
They put him in the prison-house, and made' him to grind 
the mill. 

That is a picture of what happens to the man who gets 
out of the way of the divine will, whb.is shorn of his, 
spiritual strength. He becomes the sport of the enemies . 
of the Lord. 

V. 
Yet how comforting 'that verse, "Howbeit the hair of 

his head began to grow again after he was shaven." God 
does have mercy upon us all, does He not? There is 
recovery for His people. Samson' did not recover his 
sight. He bore the marks of his sojourn in Philistia 
right to the end. But he did recover his strength. 

The Philis.tines held a great feast to rejoice over Sam
son, saying, "Our god hath delivered into our hands our 
enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many' 
of us." Do you remember how David lamented over the 
death of Saul, saying, "Tell it not in Gath, 'publish it not 
in 'the ,streets of Askelon ~ lest the daughters of the Phil
istines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
triumph." 'He knew that disaster in Israel would bring 
rejoicing to the enemies of the Lord. He knew that Saul's 
unfaithfulness would give occasion to the enerriy to blas
pheme. That is the terribly sad part of it, dear friends, 
that if you and I should fail, if we were to drag into the 
mire the Name by which we are called, and if instead of 
being always triumphant in Jesus Christ, we should lose 
our spiritual discernment and become bound with the 
devWs' fetters, and instead of serving God, are made to 
grind at the devil's mill, the ungodly would rejoice over 

, that! How the enemy rejoices when God's people fall I 
That is a pict!1re of the backslider. 

The Philistines made merry over the backslider, Sam
son., They said, "Call for Samson, that he may make us -
sport." He was brought in .. Oh, if one could but picture 
that scene, this once invincible champion of Israel now 
shorn of sight and strength! "He made them sport: and 
they set him between the pillars"-but listen to this: "Sam
son said unto the lad that held him by the hand"-not one 
of the mighty men of Israel, but a boy. That is all he 
needs. He has no strength left, so a lad g~ided the once 
mighty man. "Suffer me that I may f.eel the pillars where
upon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them"
"N ow the house was full of men and women; and all the 
lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon 
the roof about three thousand men and women, that be
held while Samson made sport. And Samson called unto 
the Lord, and said, 0 Lord God, remember me, I pray 
thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, 0 
God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for 
my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two middle 

. pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was 
borne up, of the one with' his right hand, and of the otHer 
with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the 
Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson Leaf lllnd:. Note .the suffering caused! :by such 
an experience, also the Siliritual famine 
caused by lack of the bread of life in 

No.1 this and other lands, which is more fear
----------------- fu1, being attended! with eternal conse-
Vol. 8 

the land! of Israel among the Lord's 
people, but .sihe went back to her old life 
with its idolatry, and lost the blessing 
she mig.ht have received. Note the many 
who go back instead of following the 
Lord, and explain the great loS'S sustained 
thereby. Observe the co'nditioll!S of fol
Iowing ChTist. (Matt. 16:24). The 
arrival of Naomi and Ruth at Bethle
hem iSI recorded with pathos, (vs. 19-22). 
T.he whole city woas· moved, the change in 
Naomi's appearance was noted, and her 
sorrowful condition is intimated in her 
reference to change of name, and declara
tion concerning the Lord's diealings with 
her. She went out full and returned 
empty. She had nJOot profited from her 
s,tay in the land of f01l:eign gods, but pros.
perity came to :her after her return to 
the people of 'God!. .A!pply this in the 
srpiritual realm. 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. quences·. The sad experi·ence of this 
lsiraelitish family is clearly manifest in 

Lesson 8 February 19th, 1933 the death of the three men, (vs. 3, 5),. _________________ leaving the three widows to face life 

FIRST QUARTER 
alone. Such an oute·ome was undoubtedly 
unexpected, but it emphasizes the un
certainty of time, the frailty of human 

CHOOSING THE PEOPLE OF GOD. I)!ature, the impossibility of compLete un
.. alloyed joy on this earth, and the neces-

Lesson Text: Ruth, chapters 1 and L'Z. sity for thinking of andi preparing for 
the g'Il"eat eternal change. 

Golden Text: "And Ruth said Entreat. Af h ... f . 1... 

me not to leave thee, or fo return from . tel" t e YIslts;tIon 0 death In "er 
following after thee· for whither thou famdy NaomI declded to return ~o her 

I ·11 . d· -11.. th lod country, "For she ,had heard In the 
goest, yn go, ~n .... ere ou g- country of MOll'b how that the Lord had 
est, I wIll lodge. thy people sh~ll be visited His people in giving them bread", 
my people and thy God my God. (v. 6). 'fhis was, good newS! to her, and 

"Where thou diest, will I die, and implied! the manifestation of the divine 
there Will I be buried: the Lord do so favour upon the Lorn's own, and all as
to me,. and more also, if ought but sociated with them. Note the acknowl!
death part thee and me."-Ruth I:Ui-1r edgment of God· in thiS' statement, the 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 
Monday-Deut.15:1-11. 
Tuesday-Deut. 15:12-22. 
Wedrnesday-Deut. 24 :17-22. 
Thursday-Eph. 5:22-33. 
Friday--J\1ark 1:16-22. 
Saturda'Y-1 Thess. 1:.1-10. 

I. RUTH CHOOSING, (1). 
The 'background ·of the book of Ruth is 

found' in that 'Of Judges, The setting is 
not plleasoant, ,but the story itself is af
fecting, beautiful, and significant, :liur
nisihing us with information co'nceTning 
the experience of Ruth the Moabitess, 
culminoating in her marriage with Boaz 
the Israelite, and her consequent incor
poration in the genealogical line of David 
and the Mess,iah. The record is· of inter
est, both hist'Orically and spiritually. In 
the former from the genera-I and genea
logical aspect, in the latter from the 
typical Siliritual le8'S'ons to be derived 
therefrom. Ruth may be taken as a type 
of the saint, or the church; and! Boaz, of 
our Lord in His redemptive work. To 
him Ruth was' married after he had re
deemed the inheritance of Naomi her 
mo·ther-in-law, and thus made possible 
their uni'On. It is of interest to note that 
the action in these matters. came from 
the side of Boaz, as the initiative in all 
matters of redemption proceeds, from our 
Lord. It is, purely of His' grace that we 
are saved. Note the four chapters· of 
the book as depicting respectively Ruth 
choosing, serving, waiting, and! resting. 

In the first chapter, w.herein the choice 
of Ruth is, recorded, several things are 
worthy of note. First, the s'01ourn of 
Elimelech, Naomi, and their two sons 
in the land of Moab. The time of this 
sojourn is stated, with the rea8'On for 
the same, (v. 1). It occurred in the time 
of the judges, and on ·account of famine, 
which prevailed in the land. On previous 
occasions the ances<liors of these IS1l:ael
ites had left Palestine for the same 
reason, as .A!braham w:ho went down to 
Egypt, (Gen. 12:10), Is·aac, who went 
into Gerar in Philistia, (Gen. 26: 1), and 
Jacob who sent his sonS' into Egypt to 
buy grain, (Gen. 42:1-2). Famine was 
not, therefore, a new experience for that 

goodness of· God! manifest, the srpread of 
the ,good news', and the pOlWer of good 
news· to draw toward itself. Apply those 
statements to the good! ne>WiSJ of the 
gospel. When she set out on her return 
journ.ey Naomi was accompanied! by ,her 
doaught~rs-in-Iaw (v. 7), to whom, after 
they had! 'gone part of the way with her, 
S'he gaV'e the' advice to return to their 
homes, and expressed heT kind~t wishes 
for their futuTe happiness, (vs. 8, 9). 
They both deClared: their intellltion of re
turning with her to her peopJ.e, (v. 10), 
but slhe SIOu.ght to d~s'S'Ilade them. from 
doing this, and succeeded in the case 
of Orpah, but Ruth clave unto her, (vs. 
11-14). By this. attitudie she gave ,evi
dence of .her affection for and! devoti'On 
to her mother-in~la'W, manifested· a ibeau
tiful trait of character, and ddd that 
which led to ;her futu'l'le blessdng. Note 
the providence of God, and the ways' in 
which He works out Hi-s plans in the use 
of natural means·, as in the case of 
J·oseph, (Gem ·415:8), Mary, the mother 
of J,esuS', (Lukie 2:1), andi others/. 

Failing to be dissuaded from going 
with her mother-in-law, (v. 15», Ruth 
definitely and ·beautifullY maktes known 
her decision to proceed! with the journey 
to Bethlehem-Judoah, (vs. ,16,17). In her 
declaration six things, are evident. First, 
the entreaty lI!Ot to 'be requested to leave 
Naomi, then :the decision concerning the 
journey, the lod!ging· place, the people, 
the Lord, am the end of l~fe. In this 
there is· manifest compJ.ete identity with 
the people of God, final separation from 
the people of Moab, definite decisrion for 
the God ·of Israel, and determination to 
bear the full consequences of such a 
momentous< decisrion. Apply this in the 
t"ealm of salvation to the one who decidles 
to follow the Lord JeS'lls OhriSlt, and to 
all who should do so, noting the neces
sity for decision in that realm, and! the 
consequences involved in the same· here, 
and hereafter. Lea·sons may be· drawn 
from the momentous· decisions ·of scrip
ture, as tlbat ·of Abraham, (Gen. 12:4), 
and Moses, (Ex. 2:11, Heb. 11:25), and 
the apostles·, Matthew, (Matt. 9:9), and 
Paul, (Acts 26:19). 

In ·contrast with the decision of Ruth 
there is that of Orpah, who went back 
unto her people, and unto -her gods. She 
mi:ght have gone into better things· in 

II. RUTH SERVING (2). 
Before d!escribing the action of Ruth 

in gleaning in the fields, we ar,e' informed 
by the inspired writer of the e'Xistence 
of the near kinsman, Boaz, "8. mighty 
man 'of wealth, of the family of Elime
lech", (v. 1). The request of Ruth is 
then mentioned" together with the assent 
of Naomi to the same (v. 2"), foUowed by 
an account of her labour in the field, (v. 
3), with its remarka'ble circumstances', 
(vs. 4-23). In her acmon Ruth manifested 
humility, indJusotry, diligence, faithful
ness' and willingness: to do her share in 
supporting the home of which she was 
a \Illember. Apply this to, the saint of 
God: in his srpiritual home. Note also the 
providential guidance of God in her go
ing to the field of Boaz. She mdght have 
g·one to some other field! and never have 
come in contact with this man. But this 
was in the plan of 'God, and unlmowin·gly 
Ruth's fo.otsteps were guid:ed to the ri:ght 
place. Note the necessity for being in 
touch with God, that in aU the affairs of 
life we may act in accordance with His 
purpose. LeSISOns may further be de
rived from the work of gleaning, per
mittedl by law to the poor and the 
stranger, (Lev. 19:9, 10). The world is 
a vast harvest fiel:dl in the spiritual sense, 
(John 4:35), and while some are called 
upon to' take a prominent place in the 
reaping 'o,perations, others may glean in 
the fields and! do a very important work 
in the winnillig of ories and· tFos for the 
Lord. The per8'Onal wCJlrker is an es
sential in the work of the Lol'ldl, whether 
in the large 'evangelistic services·, or in 
the homes· and! places, of busines·s, and 
each chi~d of God with divine :help can do 
this work, (Mark 1:17). . 

On entering his field, Boaz became 
aware of the presence ()f the strange 
young woman, and enquiring as to her 
identity, ,he was informed! of the same, 
(vs. 4-7), and! gave permission for her 
continuall!Ce of work in his fi·eld, instruct
ing her to abide fast by hIs maidens, (vs. 
8, 9). During the course of the con
versation he intimated that he knew of 
her dlevotion to her mother-in ... law, (w. 
10-12), after whic:h he .gives' her further 
instruction concernin'g eating and glean
ing, and she returns· home· well supplied 
with grain .from her lalbours of the day, 
(vs. 13-23). Note the gracious attitude 
of Boaz, also his generosity, protection, 
and condescension, and apply the same to 
our 'Lord! as' the Antitype in His relations 
with Hisl Slervants. 
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PREP ARI~G PROGRAMS. 
Since the note in a recent "Witnes's" 

in which it was stated that help would 
be gladly given in the matter of prepar
ing Missionary Programs, we· have had 

· many requests, and the inrterest with 
which the announcement was :received is 
very gratifying. Some of the Young 
People's Societies already have their 
Missionary Program arranged 'and we 
hope to publish one 'Of these ·sugges
tions -shortly. An invitatIon is extended 

· to all those wiho ihave arranged interest-· 
ing meetings to rtelJ us of them that 
others may :benefit. 

'l'he Mis·sion has a very definite pro
g,ram and objective for this year. It is 
expected tliat every department of the 
work win be added to and that the at
tendance at all services will 'be inereilllsed. 
The services are held each Lord's Day at 
13 Bai-:k-er Avenue, Toronto. A Bloor 
S'treet c-ar to ,Glebemount Avenue and a 
walk north to Barker Avenue will 'bring 
y.ou to 1lhe Mission and visitoos are 
always welcomed. 

GOOD TIMES AT COURTLAND. 
'l'he Courtland 'Regular Baptist Church 

is experiencing the Lord's ,blessing. 
The -attendance is increasing steadily 

TABERNACLE, KENORA. and there is a deep .spirit of intel'est. The annual busines-s m~eting of the Recently the father of four was saved 
TaberIllaCle Baptist Ohul'Ch, KenOO'la, On- and there is :rejoicing. At- the :recent 
tario, was held on W.ednesday evening, h~siness meetin~, it was noted that des
JanUiary 18th, and we learn that while p~te the depl'eSSIOn and the los's ,of t~ose 
the year has -been a trying one for the' who . wel'e suppos.ed to :b~. ·the mOnIed-
congregation progress has ,been made. people, the receI:pts durmg t~e year 

Th eti 
' do ·th 1932 'Were a:bout :the same as mother 

. e me n~ was -!>pene 'WI B: prayer y-ears. 
seryIce and Immedl'ately followmg the An interesting featur-e of the wOl"k is 
busmess 'Was attended to. The P~s<bor, the Thursday evening Bible Lemm:re for 
Rev., E. E. Hoope~, acted as chai1'lI!lan the children. This-.iS' conducted by the 
and the. -vy'hole 'se!lsion was c'har~terlzed Pll'stor Rev. -Leander -Roblin., and obhere 
iby a SlPIl"lt of UnIty and good-wall. is a spiendili attendance. It is a real joy 

MT. H . .s. -Gade, clerk, made a survey to hear ·the Cihildren, S'OIne lof whom 
of the year and after hearing ·the come from homes whel'e the parents are 
Minutes and re·p·orts and accepting them, very careles-s, ·sing,· ·a:nd see ·the interes't 
Mr. P. Hudson presented the financial they talke in the s'ervice. 
statement. It was a cause of an.uch "The Pas,tor's ministry is mUC'h ·ap
thanksgiving that despite the trying preciated", writes a member of the 
year, the books of the chureoh closed with church. "His sermons are truly the ut
practically no deficit. A hearty ,"ote of terances of la :prophet of God and ··are 
ap:P'J."eciiation eXlpressed the feelings .of given forth in no uncertaiIII 'Way." 
the C'hurch with regard to ilbs officel'lS The -Courtland Church is looking :lior
who had so faithfully served during the ward to a visdt from ,Rev. H. L. Davey 
year. After the election of officers, the on Tuesday, FebrU'ary 7th. 
cong.regation expressed :regret that di-S\- . 
turbanees had hindered the work during -----
the year, and further -expressed its de
terminatIon to, in the future, SQ order 
the collective life .of the churcih as to 
deserve a good report of them that are 
without, and endeavouT to so order their 
'lives as individuals as to "adorn the doc-

· trine of God" in: all things-. . 
A'lTangements were made f()r a cih'Ull"Ch 

rally a:nd congregatioilial sUipper 'on Tues
day evening, J·anuary 24th •. 

EAST YORK MISSION~ 
The :prayers of 'God's. :people are ;re

quested for the work carried on by 
PastO'l." Bernard Jieffery in East Yorik. 
The Lord has given the workers the joy 
of seeing souls ·saved and :the wo~k fs 
going steadily I :liorward. Recently the 
morbher of nine children confessed Cohrist 
as Lord. Pray that the children, some of 
whom aTe attending. the separate sciJ.ooI, 
may be converted. 

The Women's Gospel Meetings are 
proving of muclI interest :to young 
Christians and are Pl"oviding an oppor
tunity for training. P:ray for them. 

F AlCTS ABOUT LIBERIA. . 
Tihe country'iknown as the Republic .of 

Li'beria is situated on the West Coast .of 
Africa. 

It has a coast line of a-bout thl'ee hun
dred and fifty miles. 

Lilberia has few natural har-bors and 
·boats anchor at Ii. eonsidemble distance 
from the shore. Landing is made by 
small ·boats a:nd cailioes. 

Libena has an area of about 43,000 
square miles. It:is about the size of 
Belgiuan. 

Liberia is governed by blacks -
Liberian - Americans, descendan<bs .of 
freed slaves. 

The natives lare not !known as 'Uber
ians but -aTe known ,by the name of their 
mbe. 

The Liberians (governing das-s) live 
along the -coast. 'l'he capital of the 
country iSI MOIll"ovaa. It is estimated 
that there . are some twenty th.ousand 
Liberians in the country. 

Monrovia itS quite a mQdern city and 
'boasts some imposing buildings. 
, The native populati.on of the Repub-

lic is to ibe foound inland and althOll~h no 
official census ihas been taken It is 
estimated l1hat the various triJbes would 
number 18: population -of between one and 
a half to two million people. . 

The cliJmate of Liberia is tropical. 
The coolest ;month is August and in that 
m'onth the day temperature would aver
age 69 degrees Fahrenheit, and the 
night temperature 65 degrees. Febru-ary 
is the hottest month ()f the year. In that 
month the temperature often rises to-
100 degrees in the Sihade. . 

Liberi-a. is th~ only purely negro gov-. 
ernment m AfrIca. 

'l'he civilized Li,berian speaks' English 
and English is the official language of 
the country. 

The natives' a'!."e pagans and speak 
t'!J.eir . own dialect. 

YORK ROAD MISSION, GUELPH. 
A letter from Pastor H. H. Chipchase, 

d'ated January 3Oth~ acknowledges re
ceipt of cheque which co:vered! the con
tributions receive from ",Gospel Witness" 
readers, and he -says, "We wisih to thank 
everyone who made the cheque posslible. 
Please extend o~ sincere thanks-. PTaise 
the Lord!!!" 

We trust that the cheque sent OIII is 
but an earnest of the support which will 
mll'ke Mr. -Chipehase's full time ministry 
at GUelph possible. -

Fl'om the Pastor's' letter, we learn that 
a ,business meeting WIllS· held' on Thursdiay 
January 26th, and at that meeting th~ 
Suffolk Street Regula'!." Baptist Ohurch 
was fOlrnlaHy disS()lved and immediately 
afterward! the Yo:rk Road Regulall." Bap
tist GOISipel Mission was ()rganizecL. As a 
Regular Baptist Mission, the work will 
be carried on until such time as the mem
bership' will permit of organization as a 
Regular Baptist Oh'UTCh. 

'On Friday evening, Feblrualry 10th, a 
baptismal service will be held: in the Hes
peler Baptist Church.and at that time it 
is expected that fifteetli ibelievem will 
folDow their ·Lord!. 

Mr. Chipc:hase is rejoicing in the fact 
that he is able to give his full time to the 
work. He writes, "The Lom is certainly . 
blessing our 1atbours-. Souls are being 
saved. Last Wednesday evening after 
our prayer meeting it W8.S1 my joy to 
lead one of the leading young men of 
my Suniday Sch,oo} Class to the Lord. He 
is on fire lIIOW alld after the other young 
feHows. It is his own wish to follow His 
LOM th'l'Olligh the water .of ·ba'Ptism. 

"Please don't thinik tnat I am taking 
life eaBIY'.. I am on the go all the time
and who wouldn't be with over one hun
dred families to viSlit as well as the hos
pital? We had a good day yesteroay. 
AIIL three services were exceedingly well 
attended." 
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THE STORY OF SAMSON. 
(Continued from page 9) 

and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people 
that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in his life." 

Thus, at last, by his own death he purged away the 
stain which his waywardness had brought upon his own 
name, upon the name of Israel, ~nd upon the name of 
Israel's God. His final victory was due to his own death. 
And it is only as we fall into the ground and die that we 
really become victorious. 

I have sketched only a few of the suggestions of this 
story. A careful study will yield you much more than 
I have been able to give you. 

THE CRITICS CRITICIZED 
We are often ~tly amused by some of the letters, that 

reach us. There are some things most surely believed among 
us'. We may be wrong, but we believe we are right. Among 
other things, we believe th~ Bible to 'be the only rule of faith 
and 'practice, a.nd that all religious questions should be tried 
by the standards of the Book. . I 

There are some people who d·o illOt like controversy, 00 not 
believe in it, who yet are themselves constantly starling 
another controversy. We believe M,odernism to be subversive 
of faith, diSihon'OUring to God, and destructive to the souls of 
men .. Hence we have criticized Mod'ernism. Never have we 

. ' don'e soo, however, withO'llt receiving scores of letteT!S--some
times hundreds of letters>-from people who s'ay they do not 
believe in c,ontroversy; to whom we are inclined to reply, 
"If you do not, leave us alone. We do not want to have a 
controversy with Y'ou." They deny our right to have any 
conrt;roversy with anybody else, and' then proceed to deliver 
thems'elves. of a tirade against "controversies"! 

And now it is the Oxford Group. The Oxford Group are 
guided 'by four principles: absolute honesty,a,bsolute purity,' 
absolute unselfishness, and absolute 10ve--that is· to s'ay, pro
viding Y'OU accept all they teach you, and ,offer no objection. 
But while hosts of people ,have come to the office since last 
Thursday to obtain c'opies of the Oxford Group lecture, others 
who do not believe in controversy, and who abbor criticism, 

send us pages of bitter invectives because we have dared to 
dis'sent from positions taken by the Oxford GTO'Ilp. 

How really funny the whole perfonnance iSI! If it be wrong 
:for us to criticize the Oxford Group, it is equally 'out of 
place for the critics to criticize us. 

Up to this hour we have seen no fruit from the Oxford 
Group that would convince us it is of God. We have seen 
many thing,s connected with it which seem to us to indicate 
that it is not of God. We have done our utmO'St to warn 
people against other errors, and we shall do what we can do 
to put people on their guard against the insidious teachings 
of this Groupism. . 

THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT 
LECTURE 

Already there Ihas been a ,great demand! fo,r copies of the 
Editor's leetu.re on the Oxford Group Movement. The sur
plus of last week's is'sue ,of THE GOSPEL WITNESS is, now almost 
entirely exhausted, and the booklets are selling !rapidly. We 
ask the cooperation of all our friends in spreading the 
message contained in this lectlltre as widely as possible. 
Particulars as to price win lbe found in the advertisement 
at the foot of this page. 

THE EDITOR IN CHICAGO 
The Editor of THE GOSPEL WITNESS will give the evening· 

address, Tuesday, February 7th, at Moody Bi,ble Institute of 
Chicago, in connection with the twenJty-seventh Founder's 
Week Conference. The address will probwbly appea!r in these 
pages later. 

THE WORK IN GUELPH. 
We call attention to an i,tem in the Union Baptist Witness 

from Guelph. 
We gratefully Il!Cknowledge the contributions received from 

various places in respo.nse to. this appeal. We shaH be glad 
to receive other con:tri'hutions~ We need', indeed, about sixty 
dollars a month. Send either to THE GoSPEL WITNESS office, 
100 ,Gerrard Street East, or, to. Rev. W. E. Atkinson, 33.7 
Jarvi'S Street, Tor01lJto, Canada." 

THE OXFORD·GROUP MOVEMENT ANALYZED 
AN ADDRESS BY DR. T. T. SHIELDS 

Now Ready in Booklet Form,'40 pages, 7Y2 ~ 4Y2 inches. 

Prices are as' follows: 

Single Copies 5c each postpaid 

25 Copies $1.00 postpaid 

50 Copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 Copies $3.75 postpaid 
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