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"Of Whom ·Be -Thou Ware Also" 
At ,certain intervals along the streets of any modem. 

city there are fire boxes painted red, many of them dis­
playing a red light at night. There are also fire stations 
where expert firemen, equipped with the latest fire-fighting 
apparatus, await the call of anyone in the city who may 
be threatened by the devouring element. When, in sfJite 
of all precautions, a great fire takes place, and for a while 
gets beyond control, efforts are made to improve the fire­
fightjng system so'as to avoid a repetition of the disaster. 
Thus the most painstaking efforts are made to protect life 
and property from the devouring flame. 

Many newspapers nowadays regularly publish articles 
written by medical experts, instructing people how to 
maintain health, and how to' fight disease. Every modern 
city has a public health department, where experts are 
employed to conserve the health of the city. With this in 
view, laws of quarantine, of sanitation, and of hygiene 
in general, are passed; and all this health legislation is 
based really upon' experience of certain diseases and 
their results. 

The police force of a city, if they are what they ought 
to be, hold it to be more important to prevent the com­
mission of crime than to detect the criminal after its 
commlS'slon. Hence the finger-print system, the rogues' 
gallery, and the whole. method of criminal investigation 
and detection, is designed to prevent a criminally-disposed 
person from repeating his offence. And when a man with 
a long evil record to his credit moves from place to place 
the authorities in various cities are forewarned. 

The art of counterfe,iting good money, happily, is but 
seldom practised now, but when a counterfeit is discov­
ered, and it is found that counterfeit money is being 
put in Circulation, it is -common for the people to be warned 
of the fact. Occasionally 'We have seen notices in the 
newspapers warning people of the operations of certain 
imp9sters. ' 

Years ago a neighbouring pastor warned us of a woman 
whom he had reason to believe was vi<?timizing ministers 
by representing herself as a member of their congregation, 
temporarily in need of help of a few dollars, and asking a 
loan of the minist~r, with a promise of repayment by 
instalments. Our ministerial neighbour suggested it might 

,be to our profit to be on our guard against such a person. 
Sure enough but a day or so afterwards she arrived. It 
required only a few questions for. us to ascertain that she 
had never seen inside the church where we ministered, and 
thus we identified her. Under threat of handing her over 
to the police, we induced her to accompany us to the home 
of the friend who had warned us against her. On arrival 
there she was immediately recognized as the woman who 
had sought help, but under another name than the name 
she had given us. She flatly denied ever having seen our 
ministerial neighbOur, or ever having been in his house. 
Vife begged hi,s permission to send for the police, but he 
would not give consent. A little later we found that a 
number of our ministerial neighbours had been victimized, 
and the mercy.we had shown to the criminal had worked 
out as a grave injustice to those upon whom she preyed. 

All this is but commonplace. These matters are all 
taken for granted. They are part of our civilization. If 
a fire, or a disease, or a thief, has injured someone, cer­

. tainly an alarm should be sounded, that others may be put 
on their guard and warned against the impending danger. 

But are there no dangers in the spiritual world? Are 
there no fires, no moral maladies, no spiritual bandits, no 
wolves to prey upon the Lord's flock? And if there are, 
ought we under any circumstances to warn people against 
them? Or if,. indeed, they must be warned, must we be 
careful to leave these moral menaces without a name, lest 
we be charged with "dealing in personalities"? 

Are false teachers, wolves in sheep's clothing, to be per­
mitted . to prey uppn the Lord's flock without being 
identified and named? The Apostle Paul, like every other 
minister of Christ, had had some experience with, and had 
been in peril, among false brethren. One of them was 
named Hymenaeus, another, Alexander. And this ex­
perienced minister of Christ wrote to his son Timothy, 
advising him of their evil character, calling them by name, 
saying they 'belonged to the class who divorce faith and a 
good conscience, adding, "Of whom is Hymenaeus and 
Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they 
may learn not to blaspheme." Not content with having 
thus described these enemies of th~ faith in one letter, in 
his second letter to Timothy, Paul said, "Alexander the 
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coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him 
according to his works: of whom be thou ware also for he 
hath greatly withstood our words." 

It is our .convictioq that when men 'become openly and 
unquestionably apostate, .either in what they teach .or in 
what they practice, those who have full knowledge of the 
facts are under solemn obligation both to God and their 
fellows to call the wrongdoer by name, and to warn 
others to beware of him. 

"BELIEVERS." 
In the fifth chapter of Acts and the fourteenth verse we 

read, "And ·believers were the more added to the Lord." A 
man's normal point of view is often more clearly and ac­
~ura~ly rev:ealed in his impromptu and casual remarks than 
m. hIS ,studIed and formal statements'. ·For this reason a 
wI?tess deserves to !be studied in the incidentals of his tale 
qUIte as much as ,in the main ibody of ibis testimony. Thi's 
verse ~ a me~ incidental in an interesting thoug.h simple 
narratIve; but It reveals the point of view of a spiritually 
enUghtened and -mature mind. 

. It. is the story of th~ 'beginning of the ·church~s evangelistic 
mInIstry. It relates SImply that the ministry of the 8IPostles 
resulted in '~believers" 'being added to the Lord. 

A Christian is distinguished from others by what he be­
lieves. It has ·been common to belittle the value of belief. 
It has become popular to decry creeds., and to magnify deeds 
Yet the fact remains that the New Testament describes th~ 
people of God who have passed from darkness to light, as 
"believers". When Apollos went to Achaia he consorted with 
"disciples" who wel"e distinguished DOl' what ,they "believed". 
Therefore while belief, considered as an act ·of faith, or as 
the body of truth received, or as 'both, is not the only con­
sideration of importance; it must ·be conceded that;f;h.e 
Qhristian's distinctive feature is :his faith, or his belief. 

And a Christian's faith, or the ·body of truth upon which it 
rests, is not a burden 'but a bulwark; not an iron fetter Ibut a 
betrothal ring; not weights bUll; wings; not a uniform, but a 
character; not a laboured pose, 'but a living !pulse; indeed the 
way of faith is not as the track of a laden camel through the 
desert, but as the flight of ·a lark in the summer air. 

Thl'ough faith our moral na:tures find repose in :Christ. We 
put this first 'because in actual experience our moral na·ture 
takes precedence of the intellectUal. It cannot be gainsaid 
that the supreme considerations of life are moral. Questions 
of dg.ht and wrong 'are 'of first importance. Moral a:ccount­
a'biIity cannot ,be ignored. Hence the right or the W'l'Iong we 
doalbides. It walks, by our side in the way; and when it is 
toward evening, and the day is far spent, it comes in ,to a·bide 
with us without invitation, and never makes· as though it 
would g.o further. Thus beneath all disguises perpetual un­
rest characterizes the unbeliever: "The wicked are like the 
troubled sea, when it ,cannot rest, whose waters ca:st up m~re 
and dirt. There is no !peace saith my God to the wicked." 
But the 'believer finds infinite moral satisfaction in Christ. 
"Christ is the end of the law foOl' righteousness ·to every one 
that believeth." 

The man whose own moral nature, his sense of rightness, 
has been violated, who has sinned 'against his ,own soul, as 
weH as against God, ·cannot long escape the consciou~ness 
of his lawlessness. He may labour to deceive himself and 
others. He may affect the utmost unconcern, and immerse 
bis soul in pleasures of infinite variety. But he cannot forget 
tbe possibility ofa day of disclosure and accounting. From 
the shuttered windows of his s'oul there is "a fearful looking 
for .of judgment". But for the believer the day of disclosure 
and accounting has come and gone. He is not haunted 'by the 
spirit of 'a mlllrdered past. To h·im "Oh.rdst i,s the end' of 'bbe 
law for righteousness". The worst has come. The law has 
spent itself at OaJ:vary; and a cloudless mo:rning ,succeeds the 
night of f-orked flame and terrifying thunder. One can 
imagine a criminal under the lash of a guilty conscience. 
fleeing from dty to city, and from country to country in per­
petual fear of detection. At length, notwithstanding his 
ceaseless vi,gilance, the long arm ,of the law reaches' him, and 
he finds himself sbut away from all pleasant sights and 
sounds, from all friendly ,"oiees, within a living tomb. But 
when, to him, the slow-passing years ·are ended, and the great 
d-oors of his prison-house swing ,outward, and once again he 
breathes the air of freedom, one can :t:ancy his· looking back 
u'pon thlllt pile of stone where so many of his, years lie buried, 

as with a shudder he says, "That is the end of the law for 
me! those years of darkness have atoned and I am free". 

Thus faith regards the grave of ·Christ. Our sins are buried 
there, and for us a new day has dawned. Is it surpri·sing that 
they should be distinguished as "believers" who know this 
to !be true? Our moral natures. find repose in Ohrist and 
look with joy unspea'kable into the· future. 

But whHe faitlI in 'Christ is, ·at bottom, a moral act it 
involves the exercise of the intellectual faculties too; and the 
true believer finds intellectual satisfaction in Christ. His 
intellect finds rest in the truth revealed in Him. The !believer 
is not a stranger to enquiry .. Faith is not blind acquiescence. 
On the contrary, ;faith has found so many o,therwise un­
answeralble questions answered in Christ, that .she "is assured 
that what she knows, not now 'she shall know herea:f5ter. In 
the moral provision made for the Sloul 'by the d·eath and re­
surrection of ,Christ, faith apprehends the work of 'God and 
gets a glimpse of the infinitude of divine resources. In "the 
Lamb as it had been slain," ,faith sees "the Wlord made flesh," 
~nd ~he express image of the Pe~son of Deity revealed; and 
In H~s word concerning the 'soul's 'Origin and destiny, and its 
relation to God and ,the universe, the ,spiritually enlioghtened 
in1ielleat finds perfect oS'atisfalcti!on and repose. 

'The believ.er finds no faculty of the intellect violated, nor 
stultified, nor denied the exercis'e of its function, 'by his belief . 
He has used his judgment, and exereis,ed his reas'oning .powers 
to the utmost 'on questions, of life and destiny; and has dis­
covered that his mental stature, and the range of his faculties 
forbid his seeing "very far off". But faith ,has come to his 
help. It has been to him what the aviator is to the ·general 
in the field; it gives' him a hig.her point of view, and conse­
quently a wider and longer range ·of vision; and from thence, 
looking beyond the narl'low limits of reason's view, he sees 
that all is well. . 

Ign!lrance is not .the mother of truly Christian devotion. 
That IS born ·of an experience of the love of God revealed to 
the apprehension of the soul in an atoning Saviour. And in 
view 'of the CI'OSS and the empty grave, the intellecj;, as well 

, as the conscience, finds rest and indescriba:ble satisfaction. 
"Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: who 
hath delivered us from ·the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom .of his dear Son: in whom we 
have redemption through his ·blood, even the :fiorgiveness of 
sins: who is the image of the invisible ,God, the firstborn of 
every creature: for by him were all thing.s created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisi'ble, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers~ 
all things were created by ,him, and for him: and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head 
of the body, the church: who is, the 'beginning, the fi.rstborn 
from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre­
eJIlinence. li'or it pleased the Father that in him should'all 
fulness dwell." And in that fulne'ss' in iVi-hich the Father finds 
:pleaSure, the intellect and conscience of the 'believer finds 
perfect rest. 

But conscience and intellect are not the only elements in 
human nature. 'Our emoti·onal and ,effectional nature also 
finds rest in ·believ.ing: ''With the 'heart man believeth unto 
righteousness." . 

"No man liveth unto himself." Capacity for loving is a 
,human characteristic.. Like a climbing plant who'se tendrils 
were .made to feel after .something to wrap themselves about; 
so human affections were designed to cling to something 
objective to the human s,ouI. "It is not good for man to he 
a1one." And from the beginning, the human heart has found 
that saying true. Thus 'bwby hands rea,ch out in affectionate 
appeal for mother's ,or father's answering love; and in 
maturer year,s the tendrils ·of friendship, of conjugal affection, 
of parental love, all wind themselves a'bout ·some objective 
treasure for the stl'engthening and enrichment of life. But 
where shall these ·kindly, clinging tendrils of the soul find 
endurin.g support? • . 

The plant in your garden la.ys hold upon another plant 
near by. But what if the rain, or wind, or a worm at the' 
root, lay the :Object ,of its affection low! The clinging, trust­
ful vine falls with its stricken support. So these immortal 
passions of the soul cannot find rest in mortality. We re­
member two mothers, each of whom had lost an ,only dau;ghter. 
One of the mothers was. a ·believer, the ,other was not. By 
that death the believing mother was lifted nearer heaven, 
while the mother without faith, !prostrate with an unmitigated 
grief, found her heart buried in the grave of her child. 

. (IOontinued' on page 12) 
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~bt J arb is ~trttt ~ulpit 
"MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE." 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T; Shields. 

Preached in Ja~vis Street Baptist Church; Toronto~ Sunday Evening, J3Jnuary 8th, 1?33. 
(Stenographically RepOTted-Broadca'st o,ver OFRB, 690 k.c., as is every Sunday evening service of 

Jarvis Street Church, from 7 to 9 o'clock Eastern Standard Time) 

"But he answered and said, Man' shall not live by bread alone, but by even word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God."-Matthew 4 :4. , . 

Prayer Before the Sermon. 
We bless Thee; 0 Lord our God; for the privilege of access 

to Thy holy presence. As sheep that have. been driven by 
the wolves, as mariners that have been tossed upon the sea, 
as hungry children at meal-time, we come to find in Thee 
the Shepherd 9f our· souls, to find in Thee a safe and peace­
ful haven, to find in Jesus Christ the Bread of Life. We 
thank Thee for the open door. We bless Thee for the invi­
tations of Thy gospel issued to all who labour and are heavy 
.1aden,~to all who are in need of help divine. How should we 
,come to Thee-how could we come to Thee-had we to depend 
'upon our own merit, had we to plead in Thy presence any 
works of righteousness which we' have done? We thank 
Thee for the sprinkled blood, for ,the perfect, righteousness 
<of Him Who is our Representative before the throne. We 
thank Thee that it is written, If any man sin, we have an 
Advocate wioth the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 
He is the propitiation for, our sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.' 

We thank Thee' that if we come we may be sure of a 
I divine welcome. . We bless Thee beca)lse we know Thou art 

:ready always to hear the cry of the needy.. We before Thee 
in this house of prayer this evening are a company of men 
and women, we doubt not, .sorely tried, beset on every hand 
with temptations, helpless in the face of all our difficulties. 
We come .to cast ourselves upon Thee, and to pray that as 
Thou dost care for. the deficit of the past, and for all the 
'incompleteness and deficiencies of life, making them up to us 
in Christ, so may we be assur~d t~ evening of Thy favour 
:and of Thy promised presence even to the end of the road. 

We pray ·this evening for many in institutions and in sick­
Tooms who will hear this service. We thank Thee for the 
'Privilege of thus ministering to multitudes whom we have . 
never seen. We thank Thee for Thy blessipg upon the testi­
mony of Thy word by radio, for souls tnU! conv'erted .to 
God, for some brought back into fellowship with Thee, for 
many a weary and heavy-laden one .who ,has been helped 
along, nis. pilgrim journey. Bless an such this evening. 
'May the presence of the Lord be realized by everyone of 
them. . 

We especially pray for the aged, for.'those whose day is 
'nearly dime, who ar~,far down the western slope, who are 
awaiting Thy ca,ll to come up higher. We beseech Thee to 
'fulfil to them Thy promise that at eventime it shall be light. 
'May the joy of the Lord in these closing years be their con-
stant possession. . 

Be mindful, we pray Thee this evening, of any who know 
not Christ, of 'any within these walls or who hear by radio. 
'Oh that the Spirit of God may convict men of sin, of right­
·eousness, and of judgment, that they may be brought to 
repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Give us Thy help in the exposition of Thy truth. We 
thank Thee for Thy Holy Book; we praise Thee'for this in­
spired and infallible record which Thou hast given to us of 
'Thy Son. May its principles and precepts, as well as its 
'promises, come to our hearts and consciences this evening 
with divine authority, leading us in the paths of ,righteou!!­
'ness for Thy name's sake. Bless us every one, since we offer 
,our evening prayer in' th~ name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
.Amen. 

I shall direct vour' attention to a part of the record of 
the temptation o-f Christ, and shall continue the study of 
this subject for three or four Sundays. not binding myself 
to successive Sundays, ·but leaving myself free to turn 
:aside to anqther subject ·before the series is completed, 

. if that should be necessary. But we shall begin this even­
ing with the answer of our Lord t6 the first temptation, 
the third and fourth verses of the fourth ·chapter of 
Matthew: "If thou be the Son of God, command that 

.. these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, 
It is written, .Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God_" 

In this place we accept the teaching of the Word of God, 
that there is a w~de difference between man in his natural 
state, and man as quickened into newness of. life by the 
regenerating power of the Holy Ghost. We do not believe 
that men are "changed" .by any sort of psychological 
process, but that they are changed, made new creatures, 
by the regenerating power of God-and all on the ground 
of the atoning sacrifice of our Lord J estls. Jesus Christ 
came into ,the world to 'work out a righteousness for us 
which should be a substitute for our own unrighteousness, 
to live a perfecdife which should become a substitute for 
our imperfection. We believe here-and I want that .to 
be clearly understood at the outset-in the sU'bstitutionary 
sacrifice 0,£ Jesus Christ. Vve know no othet: way of 
salvation. But, we are to remember that our Lord Jesus 
is also our Example, and as believers we are to study Him 
that we may learn what manper of men we ought to be; 
and how life rqay, and ought to be, lived in the power of , 
the Holy' Ghost. . . 

So this evening we turn to Him as to our great Repre­
sentative, our Federal Head, our great Example and 
Exemplar, Who e.xemplified in His own life the principles 
of right~ol1sness, that by our study of Him we may learn 
what manner of men we ought to be. It is said of Him 
that He was "in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin". 

"When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
I put away, childish things." So spake the apostle Paul. 
But he did not know that the childish things were 
"childish" until he became a man. One cannot make a 
man of a· child. The child must grow, and learn as it 
grows; and not until he comes to man's estate Will he 
fully apprehend the difference between tne speech and 
understanding and thought of the man whom experience 
has matured, and the speech and understanding and 
thought of an inexperienced child. The man of experi­
ence is like a mountaineer who, from his lofty eminence, 
is able to !;ee that the path that is uphill. and winds about 
the mountain's breast, leads at last to the upland meadows 
'where the sun is shining; the inexperienced is the child 
of the lowlands who sees above him only the boulder­
bestrewn path winding round the hill, and the clouds 
wijich obscure the dear shining of the sun. He cannot 
have the wider prospect without the experience of the 
upward climb. 
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Have you observed how much of the Bible has come to 
us through human lives and lips of large and varied 
experience? \Vhat wonder that God did not choose a 
vouth for the task which He gave to Moses. It was 
~vhen Moses "was come to vears" that he made choice 
of Tehovah's service: it was' "when Moses was grown" 
that he saw his brethren's burdens: and it was "when 
he was fuII forty years old" tha:t 'he rashly attempted 
the deliverance of a wronged Israelite by slaying an 
Egyptian, "for he supposed his brethren would have 
understood hqw that God by his hand would deliver them; 
but thev understood not." . 

Theri he fled into the land of Midian, and it was "when 
forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the 
wilderness of Mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a 
flame of fire in a bush". But it was not until other forty 
vears were added -that he uttered this summarv of the 
~ssentials of human life, which the Saviour quotes as the 
eKpression of highest wisdom: "Thou shalt remember". 
said Moses, "all the way which the Lord thy God led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, 
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments. or no. 
And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and 
fed thee with manna. which thou knewest not, neither did 
thy fathers know; that he might make thee to know that 
man doth not live hy bread only, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the m011th of the Lord doth man live." 

The teacher was giv,en eighty years of preparatiol1. and 
his pupils forty years in which t9 learn the lesson of the 
text. But a young man, fresh from college, after a four 
or five vears' course, boasts of a thorough equipment for 
the preaching of the gospel! Ah, we do not Imow very 

, much, do we? One hundred and twenty years of prepara­
tion in the school of experience! \i\That an education 
that was! 

But these golden words of wisdom were not yet ready 
for use as the King's coin to purchase for men the best 
in the storehouse of God. Moses had had the widest 
experience of all j)hases of human life which a I"nortal 
could have. But he knew nothing of life beyond the stars. 
Jesus Christ did: "Now that he ascended, what is it but 
that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth ?" He came down from heaven to bring into the 
deepest human experiences His own perfect knowledge 
of the largest, and fullest, and richest. possibilities of life .. 
And He takes this gold, dug from the mine of the then 
deepest experience of human need. and stamps· it in the 
mint of His own still deeper. and wider. and higher, and 
fuller, knowledge 'of life, ·with the King's image and 
superscription, as a coin representative of the sum of the 
irreducible minimum of that which is essential to a man's 
true life-nOot bread alone. but the word of God; not the 
material only, but the spiritual: not simply the temporal, 
but the eternal; not earth. but heaven as welI. 

And so I say to you that this conception of human need 
1'IUtst have place in the gC1"1nil1al deeps of the soul,' it must 
be borne as a shield in the place of toil and of trial,' and 
we must use it as a standa.rd in life's resting-places where 
the values of life are appraised. 

I. 
I remark then that this conception of human NEED· 

MUST HAVE A PLACE IN THE GERMINAL DEEPS AND 
SILENCES 0F THE SOUL. 

Our to-days are the children of our yesterdays. Our 
Saturdays are the lineal descendants of our Sundays. 

January wiII have something to do with determining ,the 
character of December: "\Vhatsoever a man soweth that 
shaH he also reap." Ever'J' soul has its germinal deeps 
where actions are conceived in thought. True, we have 
the highes,t authority for believing that there are natures 
which have in them "no deepness of earth" in which 
spiritual exotics may root t)lemselves ; but even there there 
is no lack of rootage for evil things. lfuman jurists draw 
fine distinctions between that which is premeditate and 
that whch' is premeditat(!d, but ever with the recognition 
that actions are not spontaneously generated, bu.t spring 
frOom the see{~ of somebody's sowing. But "the God of 
knowledge by whom actions are weighed" knoweth full 
well that the whirlwind is reaped only' by those who have 
sown the wind; and that even those actions which, like 
mushrooms, spring suddenly to light, like mushrooms have 
their mvcelium, their roots, in darkness; and are bred 
from the decay of hi.gher orga11isms ;<that the sudden and 
apparently unpremeditated act is born of some earlier 
sowing of good or evil seed. "Out of the heart are the 
issues of life." Only God can estimate the potentialities 
of the soul. Th$! soil of the soul is deep, and only as it 
is deeply cultivated can the character be rich in spiritual 
graces. 

And every soul has its periods of sO['itudc a.lId silence­
they may be but the briefest parentheses in a busy life, but 
they are there; times when, as the ,weary ploughman plods 
his way alone, the soul is alone and the seed-thought is 
dropped which will spring up by and' hy. We have all 
excused ourselves by saying. "I did not think." But we 
did think, if not at the time, then at an earlier time. Some 
seed is long in 'growing, and thoughts which have long 
been buried may spring forth and bud. That which we 
attribute to the impulse of the moment is a message 
flashed along wires .Iong ago strung for its carrying; a 
runaway engine rushipg like a thunder bolt-but over 
tracks before laid dO\\in; a torrent like a flood from a 
broken dam, yes, but pouring through channels, which, 
as Byron has it, are "the furrows of long thought" pre­
pared for its passage. 

But why have I said this? Only to make clear to you 
that no Jericho can be made healthily habitable until the 
salt 'is cast into the'spr·ing of its waters; that ·this truth 
of the text can never sanctify our· tongues, or hands, or 
'feet. until it san~tifies our hearts: that it must be planted 
in the germinal deeps of the sott!, and pondered in its 
wilderness silences. if ever it is to "make the wilderness 
and solitary place glad. or the desert to rejoice and blossom 
as the rose. 'Whatever the 'noise and tumult absmt the· 
gates, hack there, back-ba.ck-back in the citadel'" of the 
soul-how thick the waifs. how involved the plan of its 
chambers !-but far from the confusion without there is 
the secret counsel-chamber of the soul, from whose de­
liberations proceed the orders by which armed warriors 
issue from. the gates to fight for good or evil. And when 
in that counsel-chamber, memory, imagination, reason, 
judgment, conscience, and will; confer, this truth of the 
text must preside and be heard and 1tS judgment followed 
if the issues of life are to be pure, and sweet, and Christly. 

So I put this case to you this evening, to you who are 
within these walls, an'd to yo~t who hear me by radio: there 
are the garish lights of the streets, the noise of the traffic, 
the jostling'of the crowd, the shouting of the surging multi­
tudes ~vho think it is all of life to "get on". An.d there 
are the allurements of the showy windows, the pomp of 
the parades, and all the gilt and glitter of what is called 
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success. There are the clamorous crowds, the strenuous 
struggling mass who think, and plan. and toil, and strive, 
and combine; and .steal--()r starve-for bread alone,-for 
the things which are material, for the things of sense, the 
things of earth, the things which are seen and are temporal. 
Is that picture· to have the place of honour as a source of 
inSlJiration in the gallery of the soul? " 

Or there is the upland life, the green' pastures, the 
waters of quietness, and the paths of righteousness. There. 
are the open spaces where the whir of wheels and the 
din of hammers do not obtrude, where there is no smoke 
to cover the heavens when the stars come out! And 
there-

"Hark, hark, my soul! angelic songs are swelling 
O'er earth's green fields and ocean's wave-beat shore: 
How sweet the truth those blessed strains are telling 
Of that new life when sin shall be no more! 

Angels of Jesus, angels of light, 
Singing .to welcome the pilgrims of the night!" 

And from that place of privilege, of the white robes, 
and the angel-ministries, and divine companionship, the 
roads of ministrv lead down to the street, to the office 
and the counting:house, to the place of traffic and of trade 
-and all are paths of righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 

'Vhether of these twain shall be the objective of life 
will be determined by the place we 'give ·to the truth of 
the text in the deeps and silences of the soul. We shall 
be strong, and pure, and true, in the city only if we stay 
our minds on this truth in the wilderness, "Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word ,,!hich proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God." 

II. 
But let us proceed a step farther. Of him that "dwell­

eth in the secret place of the . most High" the psalmist 
says, "His truth shall be thy shield and buckler." There­
fore I would remark further that this conception of h)lman 
need involved in the text MusT BE BORNE AS A SHIELD 
IN THE PLACE OF LABOUR AND TRIAL. 

The conscious possession of power constitutes a danger 
in itself. The tragic tale of the prodigal's descent to the 
swine-troughs was due to his misuse of his "portion ,of 
goods". And we all have our "portion of goods", a certain 
power which we may wield for good or ill. \ 

In the ,presence of need 'We have power to make bread, 
not miracu'lous power perhaps, but pow:er, no less real, to 
turn stones into bread. Whether a man digs in the ditch, 
or lays plans for a thousand other men to dig, for him, 
each in his own measure knows that he can make bread. 
\hie know that we can get something out of life's estate; 
we can compel the stones beneath our feet, upon which 
we walk to Ot1r daily 'task, to yield us something of their 
trea:sure. There are thousands of voung men and women 
in the colleges and universities of this city and elsewhere; 
there are tens of thousands of others engaged in offices, 
and shops, and factories. Of this great army I trust 
many have caJ.1ght a glimpse of the City which has no 
cemetery and no' hospital, and are not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. But of this great host who toil with 
body and brain perhaps the majority are engaged in the 
work of making "bread alone". That is the too common 
object of the student, and of the worker in office and shop, 
of the business and professional man, to discover' the 
1110St economical way of making stones into bread. There 

J 

is not one of us but is aware that he has some little power 
to succeed. 
. But look at this picture of the God-man \¥ho came to 

. be the Saviour and Example of men who labour and 
are heavy laden, and see how His experience further 
parallels ours. 

,¥ e are aware, I say, as He was, of the possession of 
power to make the bread we need; aware, too, as He, 
that that power may be exercised in contravention of the 
higher la'ws of the spiritual real11~. There is not OtIc of us 
but knows that the natural can be made to declare war 
upon the spiritual in the mere business of making bread. 
It 'is the old, old story. vVe can listen to the voice,"if we 
will. We can listen, and heed the whisper out of the 
darkness that bids us eat forbidden things. We have it 
in us-sav what vou will of Genesis, we have it in us to 
repeat the history.' ' 

"Of man's first disobedience and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste , 
Brou~ht death into the world, and all our ylOe.'~ 

Nor is that ancient history, It is the record of every 
industrial and commercial concern in this city. and of 
every toiler. therein: you have the power to'make bread, 
and you have the power to make it in the wrong way­
and perhaps to make it in larger quantities in the wrong 
way than in the right way, You have power to mar the 
swe'etness of the bread by the size of the loaf, to lower 
the quality by increasing the quantity. 

You know what I mean? You call it the power of 
concentration, of organization, of business efficiency.' It 
were more correctly termed the power of segmentation, 
the power to divide, to disintegrate, to put asunder that 
which God'has joined, We all have that awful power: 
power to shut out the sun at noopday and burn candles, 
to imprison ourselves in one room of the house God has 
given us, and call it liberty, to fill our vaults with gold 
and starve millions, ,",,1 e have the power to make our lives 
segmentary instead of spherical, broken and incomplete. 
instead of whole, You can, if you will, banquet the body 
and starve the 'soul; you can write a big balance in your 
books at the bank, and at thi same time a deficit enough 
to make "the cheek of darkness pale", i~ the books which 
the angels keep; you can so live as to pass among men as 
rich and increased in goods, having need of nothing; 
while, before God, you are but poor, and miserable, and 
blind, and naked. ' • 

We have power to spend our time in making "bread 
alone". I speak to Christian men and women. Not will­
inglY'would we break the law of t~e spiritual r.ealm. We 
are in more danger of injuring conscience by neglect of 
its warnings, than by deliberate and wilful attack up~m 
its judgments. Napoleon was accustomed to eat so raptd­
Iv that his marshals, when commanded to dine with him, 
learned the need of dining privately before hand; for 
they found it impossible to satisfy their hunger in the 
time occupied by the Emperor. The passion for "bread 
alone" is a Napoleon which leaves the spirit no time fpr 
refreshment. Weare in danger of starving the soul into 
impotence, for without being aware of the least offence 
against the highest standards of husiness integrity, a man. 
may allow "bread alone" to monopolize his life, You 
see it in the man who has always energy enough for a full 
business day;, and only strength enough to work half a 
day for God; who is afraid of the night 'air on a Sun~ay 
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or the evening of the prayer-meeting, bQt to whom tqe 
hour of eleven at night at the theatre or a concert is as 
healthy as the hour of noon; who has time for the news­
papers and magazines, and all other books, but no time 
'for the Bible. 

In all this I have named some of the places of la:bour, 
some of the spheres of conflict; and my point is that in 
these places the truth of the text must be our shield and 
buckler: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 

I urge. upon you, therefore, the wisdom of bearing this 
shield in the morning. Believe it as the enunciation of 
the highest law of our complex natures. I will tell you 
something better than sitting down with a pad and pencil 
for an hour's quiet. Open the Word of God. Let the 
great principles of this holy law be heard for the regula­
tion of your life. Wear this principle as a shield of faith 
wherewith to quench the fiery -darts of the wicked, when 
the battle is joined on the issue of the proportion of time 
to be allotted to breakfast and to prayer. Let it be the 
motto of the school-room, and of eVlery place where 
young men. and women build castles. See that you build 
your castles, like that of Daniel, the prime minister of 
the Medo-Persian Empire, with a window that will open 
toward Jerusalem. Let it be engraved upon the key­
stone of the a:rch of the main entrance to the castle as. the 
principle which holds it all together, "Not by bread alone, 
but by the word of God." Take it with you to the office 
as of greater worth than Bradstreets-write it on your 
ledger,. on your bankbook, on your printed instructions 
for manager, salesman, and office boy. . . 

Make it the arbitrator between the demands of busi-
. ness, pleasure, and religion; wear it as s,ignet upon your 
fi?ge~ that it may suffice for the signatuTe of your nand; 
b10d It as sandals upon your feet as "a preparation of the 
gospel of peace"; fasten it as a frontlet between vour 
eyes, an? as a talismaq. a·bout your neck, as the highest 
la:w of hfe for you, :'not bread alone", but "the word of 
God"; not the ·bo?y only, but the spirit; not earth only, 
but heaven; not tIme merely, but eteTnity; not mammon, 
but God. 

Only. thus can we really live, and live luxuriously. We 
!Day eXIst temporal'ly on "·bread alone", and on that which 
Itrep:e~ents .. But we really live as we hold loosely to 
the th10gs whIch are beautiful only in their time that so 
when the Babel voices of the world are hush~d in th~ 
heart where God hath set eternity, the chimes of the city 
whel'e . they hunger no more shall ring the hope of im­
mortahty, and herald the day when the Lamb which is 
in the midst of the throne shall feed us, and shall lead u~ 
unto fountains of living waters, and, as the choir sang a 
few moments ago, God shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes. 

III.' 
I had ~ne otheT thing I wished to say, which I shall 

condense 1Oto a few sentences. The principle of my text 
must be used as a STANDARD IN LIFE'S RESTING PI,ACES 
WHERE 'rHE VALUES OF LIFE ARE ApPRAISED. 

In every race there are many more runners who hegin 
than the number of those who finish the course' and the 
Christian race is no exception: "Ye did run well' who did 
h· d ?" , 
, In er you. may be said of too many always. Why do 
the Tunners drop out of the race ? Very often because 
they fear th~y have lost the c~ance of the prize. We all 
need someth1Og to hearten us on the way. It is not easy 
to be a Christian. I~ ~il1 be easier if we can. always 
assure ourselves that It IS worth while. When the king-

doms of this world flash their glory upon us we shall be 
in grave danger if we hav,e not learned this lesson by 
heaTt. '. . . 

I have seen a man pushing a handcart up a hill, and 
when halfway.up I have seen him turn the cart across the 
road and rest upon the handles as he surveyed the road 
he had trav,ersed, and that which remained to be covered. 
We all come to such resting places. We cannot be push­
ing the cart: all the time. We must stop and take account 
of the jou-rney and of Our fellow-pedestrians who toil up 
the hillside. But we may see some other than pedes­
trians. Like a certain wise man, wf! may see "servants 
upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the 
earth", and be disposed to say that this also is vanity. 
,Our continuance in our course will depend upon our 
estimates of what we see when resting on the handle of 
our wheelbarrow. 'That is not a very poetical figure, but 
perhaps you will remember it the better for its home-
liness. . 

And in that time of reckoriing let this pri~ciple be the 
rule of judgment. Remember.it when you attempt ,the 
appraisement of human effort, and progress" and so­
,called "success':. The temporal and material will lose 
their supremacy hy this test. We shall be as little attracted 
by the worldling's show of success as by the course of 
the many-hued moth that circles round the flame. By 
this test the pre-eminence of the spiritual will be assured. 
We shall understand the Lord Jesus, and in Him all 
things will find their true perspective and value. We 
shall see that the world of the material and temporal was 
made like the streets of gold, for man to put under his 
fe~t: "Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; 
thou crowned-st him with glory and honotIr, and didst set 
him over the works of thy hands: thou hast put all things 
in subjection under his feet. But now we see not yet 
all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than, the angels for the suffering of 
death, crownecI with glory and hoilour; that, he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man." 

Oh that we may know the meaning of life, why we 
came into the world, why we are permitted to remain, what 
life's true function is while here on earth we stay. With, 
that understanding of life, we shall be saved from the 
delusion that life can ,ever--or that success in life can 
ever-consist in 'bread alone. With, that Light shining 
upon the way" with such ,footprints up the hillside, we 
can go on walking while the servants ride, and· be well 
content. And wh.en the ev,ening falls about us, after the 
long day of storm and stress, we shalI be able to say, "I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day." 

What are you living for? Bread alone? Or the word 
of God? Have you learned how to begin with God? I 
am always fearful .lest when' I have tried to show you 
somewhat of the attractiveness of the many· mansions, of 
the luxuries of life in Christ Jesus, I may have failed 
clearly to point out the door which leads to them. This 
is of no value to us if we have no place to begin. I think 
I have said hefore that many sermons remind me of a 
non-stop train, luxuriously furnish~d, and bound, it is 
said, for heaven-but it does riot stop for poor sinners, 
to g;et on. What is' it good for?' ' 

'V,le were born in sin, and by nature, the uppermost 
in us is that which asks for bread alone, and that has no, 
taste for the word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
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God. I tell you the old, old story with which we began 
this service, the old, old story of Jesus and His love. We 
have 'all fallen immeasurably short of thi'~ divine standard 
of life, and, falling short of it, have come under the con­
demnation of that holy law of which it is .the expression. 
There is no way by whkh the past may be corrected, the 
deficits of life made up, the books balanced, and our souls 
made Tight with God, but through the absolutely com­
plete and infinitely meri.torious life -and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. _ 

Do you trust Him? Will you trust Him? Will you 
begin with Him to-night? Will you say to Him,-

"Nay; but I yield, I yield, 
I can ·bold out no more; 

I sink, by dying love compelled 
To own Thee Conqueror." 

Let us pray: 
We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for all that Thou hast revealed 

of Thyself to us in Christ Jesus Thy Son. How different 
life appears when the light of Heaven shines upon it! How 
all of life, in retrospect, ·in its present possession, or in pros­
pect, even to the end of the earthly road and into the world 
beyond-how all of life is changed when once the eyes .of the 
soul are open to ,behold the Lamb of God! Help us thus to, 
b.elieve jn Him to-night, to trust Him with all our hearts. 
Bless our radio hearers. Many douhtless have not offended 
in the· grosser sense. They are religious, but they are not 
spiritual, They are chu~h members in many instances, but 
they are not partakers of eternal life through faith in Jesus 
Christ. They are eminently respectable, men and women of 
unblemished character and reputation, and yet in their heart 
of hearts many know that they have been living for bread 
alone, for the things of earth, for the things of time and 
sense, They are blind, and cannot see the things that 'are 
afar off. 0 Spirit of God, come to everyone such this even­
ing! Lead us in· the way of life, we pray Thee. Show us 
the path of life, for in Thy pre.sence is fulness of. joy, and 
at Thy right hand there are pleasures forevermore. We ask 
,it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

THE TREES SEEKING A KING. 

A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist OhurClh, Toronto, Thursday 

• Evening, January 5th, 19.33. 
Ninth ~n a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on Biblical 

Theology (the' sixth on the book of Judges) which is, 
included in the Curriculum of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

(Stenographically Reported) 
Lesson Text: Judges, cihapters 8:22 and 9. 

Our les8'on this evening ·once again is in the book of Judges, 
part of the e~ghth and the ninth chapter. I should .like to 
give a. lilttle fuller a;ttention to these chapters because of 
their very great :practi-cal value. This Book, like a mirror, 
accurately reflects that which is ,put befo·re it. As you look 
into the Bible-and the more you look into the Bi'ble--the 
mo.re you will ·be impressed 'With its accuracy, you will find 
it true in every particular to human life. 

We read of these biblical characters and feel that we have 
met them. The Bible is the hest text-book on 'psy,chology rt;hat 
ever was written. If you would know how men are likely to 
act under ·given .cil"cumstances, if you would know what is in 
man, and :what principles will govern his relatIonship to 
those 'about him, study the Bible. 

We have had before us -the record- of Gideon, with his 
!>plendid and unselfish service rendered to his people Israel. 
Mter they were delivered, while the viotory was &till fresh,. 
they came to him and- said, "Rule over us, both thou, and thy _ 
son, and thy son's s'on also." They wanted ·to estalblish a 
dynasty of which Gideon was to be the first represeilitative, 
and his sons were to ·be heirs to his sovereignty. But -Gideon 
refused tfile oro,wn, and said, "The Lord ·shaH rule over you." 

You must expect to have ·Gideon's ·experience. The people's 
enthusiastic a'ppreciation 'of his service, voi·ced at .the first 
blush, s·oon died down. Men who have fought valiantly, like 

·Gideo.n, have refused to turn it to their own .profit almost· 
invariably. Men like Wesley, Spur-geon, IMoody, Mueller,. 
Conwell, and thous'ands of otihers. God gave them great. 
powers, 'but like Gideon they said, "-God shall rule 'Over you; 

. I will not." 
I d'o trust that you young men will resolve as: you enter' 

upon your ministry that you will try to be God's men, and. 
try to serve unselofishly, and be willing to do a thQusand things 
for which you will receive no reward save the consciousness. 
that you have pleased God~ 

"And it came to pass, as ·soon as 'Gideon was dead, that the 
children of Israel tUTIled again, and went a whoring after 
Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god. And the chHdreJll 
of' Israel remembered' not the Lord Itheir God, who \had de­
livered them out ·of the hands of all their enemies on every' 
side: neither shewed they ~ndnes's to the house of ·J·erubbaal, 
namely, Gide·on, 'acDoirding to all tfile goodnes·s which he had 
shewed unto Israel." The Lord and Gideon were linked: 
together, and 'as they treated the Lord so did they treat. 
Gideon and his household. 

I warn you of one principle. If you are going to 'be pastors. 
and ministers your busines·s will be "not ,to be ministered unto,. 
but to minister". That is what we are in. the world for, to' 
minister, to serve, otiher :people---'Whether ·other people serve: 
us or not; and to serve other people whe.ther they reward us· 
or not. I forewarn you that the greatest u.nkindness you. 
will ever receive from anybody ,you will receive from the' 
hand of those f,or whom you have done the most. You must· 
be careful not .to· allow any kind of ·biotiterness to enter into· 
your soul, for tihat would ruin you. 

This is a personal sto'ry, but iot illustrates the ,principle. 
Years 'ago' I went to a certain town to a'ssist a pastor in 
evangelistic services. He met me at the station, 'and told 
me that he had a very difficult siltuati·on in his church. "In 
fact", said he, "I have 'my resignation written. All that r 
!have to do is to put on the date, and it is ready any minute. 
I do nort; know how long I can endure it." He had been, in the 
church about ten years, ,but it would have been very iIllCon­
venient for him to leav-e at that particular time. His 
children were in attendanc·e at high sehool, and he did not 
want ,to transfer them to 8'ome 'Other school. Then, of course, 
above all, on the ground of his work which he loved, he did 
no,t want i\;Q leave. . . 

I need not ,give you the details of the mission. but the Lord 
bles·sed us. A large num1ber of people were converted'; some 
of the difficult pen pIe came back into fellowship with the 
Lord; oand some who would no·t, left rt:Jhe chu.rch. The services 
of ·that mission' cleared the air and this 'brother continued in 
the pastorate of that chureh for another three years. Hi­
child Ten finislhed their high school ·career, one wenlt on to 
university, and another came to the Toronto 'Conservatory 
of Music to study. 

Some years after that thfs same minister, having moved 
to another church, wr.ote me' a letter, and said, "I wish you 
could come and help me." In the meantime his daughter had 
come into the membership ,!of thjs church. When she grad­
uated from the Conservatory she came to say good-.bye. I 
asked her why she was leaving ,town, and she said she was 
going home to teach music. "But why do, you not teach in 
T()Il'()nto?" "Do you think I eould ,get a class here?" "Cer­
tainly, you can. W'e will help you." We got her a class, 
and in a very little while she Ihad a large constituency. Long 
before I presumed to drive a motor-c'ar, ·she had on~; and 
seemed rt;t} be quite prosperous. She had so many pupIls Slhe 

. could scarcely keep up wi,th her w.ork. 
WeH, -her father' wrote me that he was in trouble. I 

was Vice-Ohairman of the Home Mission Board, and was 
commissioned by the Board to go and settle the difficulty. 
A very happy settlement "",as effected, and I ,~ame home. I 
arrived 'by 'a morning train, and when I went mto my study 
it looked like a conservatory. There were fl'Clwers 'on the 
bookcase, on my desk, on the table--ftowers everywhere. 
I said to my wife, "W-hat fairy has been here?" "Miss 80-
and-So eame to me last night and said .she was' s'o grateful 
for whwt you 'had done for her father that she a8'ked per­
mission to ,put some flowers. in your study." And I enjoyed 
those fl'owers until, like all Qther flowers, they withered away. 

Then her father resigned his pa8'torate 'and came to live in 
T'oronto, having his family about him. One son, now a 
graduate of the 'university, was establiSlhed in business; one 
daughter was in business, and the other a teacher of music. 
All ·but the s'on lived at home, and all were members 'Of 
Jarvis Street Church. At ,that time we were conducting 
Parliament Street Mission, and we used this, good bl"Other 
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down there as occasional supply. But he was not the man to 
carryon the work. I would gladly have recommended his 
appointment, 'but the workers Ithere were opposed to .his 
permanent appointment and so ill'formed me. But because 
I did noot recommend his appointment over the heads. of all 
the wO'l."kers at the missi,on the entire family .became my 
enemies; and. when we had that great meeting in nineteen 
twenty-one, ,:\"hich Brother Greenway and Brother Hyde and 
others here will remember, right over in that corner there 
stood the minister to whom I have l'efel"'l'ed, his wife, his 
two daughters, and his SO'll, voting for <bhe termination of my 
pastorate in this church,_though I had saved his life again" 
and again. 

Tha,t did not hurt me. I knew very well that they could do 
me no harm. But you will have many experiences like that. 
Gideon had them. Every man has them. A little while ago 
w.hen Itrouble was 'brewing in India, and the matter wa·s under 
discussion, Sir William Mulock said something Ito this ef­
fect, "England is 'a!bout due for trouble in India." "Willy?" 
said the interviewer. "Because there is a :pecuJi.ar trend in 
human nature which leads. it sooner or later to turn against 
those wlio do the most for it. Everything in India that is 
good came through England, and,dt is perfectly natural that 
India should turn against the one who has· helped her." 

Remember i,t is written, "For my love they are my a·dver­
saries." After you have loved 'people, and served them, you 
will understan<~ Wlhat ,the wise man meant 'when he said, 
"Con,fidence in an unfaithful man in time of tr.ouble is like 
a broken toolth, and: a foot out of j'Oint." I pr,omise you as 
young ministers tbat Ibefore you get to the end of the road 
you will have a g·ood many broken teeth, and ·that your feet 
will ,often be out of joint. Be forewarned, and be happy 
about It. Remember whenever you are troubled like that 
what is s·aid in the WlOrd, "Consider him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye ,be wearied 
and faint in your minds." Get.y,our minds off .people. Shun 
the practice of "having men's persons in 'admiration because 
of advantage." Look not at Gideon, but at a Greater than 
Gideon, Who, thoug·h He died for our sake, has received such 
cruel treatment at {lur hands. 

Then one of Gideon's sons, :the least of them, the son of 
his, maid---'Gideon had no leas than seventy sons. That was 
a real family, was it nolt? That was a small army-"Abim­
elech the s.on ·of.J erUibbaal went to· Shechem unto his mother's 
brethl'en, and ,c'ommuned with them, and with all the family 
of the house ,of his mother's father, saying, Speak, I :pray 
you, in the ears ,of 'all the men 'Of Shechem, Whether is 'better 
for you, eitiher th:art; all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are 
threescore and ten pers{ln:s, reign over you, ,01' that one reign 
over you? remembElll' Bilso I am YlO'lll' :j;)one and your fles·h." 
He began at Shechem, the house of his m'Other's brethren. 

Many people begin at Sheche:ff' If tihey want to do some­
thing they begin with a nucleus) of people who are likely to 
say, Yes, when it is expected of them. And when they have 
Sheohem on their side they go out and ·try to find .somebody 
else. "Do you not think I .~ook ·rather a kingly man? D'O 
you not think I have a good head ItO wear a Cl'own?" . Thus, 
in effect, s'pake Abimelech. And the people said, "Wie must 
have somebody, a:nd perhaps: you w:()uld do as well as anybody 
else." If people would give half tihe consideration to the 
selection ·of their rUiler-s, that some men give to the choice 'Of 
their cigars, we s'hould have an ideal world. Abimelech pro­
ceeded Ito slay all his brethren. He slew aU the sons 'of 
Jerul:fuaal save the youngest only, and made himself king. 

But when ·anybody does the work of Albimelech, you do not· 
need to punish him. Do not worry a'bout that. You have 
received' rather strange treatment from profes'sing Chris­
tians? Leave them to the Lord.' He will look after them; 
sooner ,01' later Abimelecih will find there is a rod in pickle 
for him. He will discover there is 'a law in llife :to the effect 
that "with what measure ye mete, it shall ibe measured to you 
again". The man whD does wrong to another, does far 
more wrong to his own soul than to ilih'at of the other. Sin 
is always first a sin against God, and then 'a sin aogainst our 
own souls. . : I . 

Jotham then went up· to the top of mount Gerizim,' and 
address·ed the people in a parable. The Bible is full of 
parahoJi.c teaching; and one of the mos:t interes;ting and in­
structive of the para'bles 'of the old TeSltament is -the parable 
of Jotham, found in the ninth ·chapter of Judges, from the 
eighth ver-se to the fi~eenth: 

"TJie trees' went f()l'I;h on a time to anoint a kine- over 
them: and they said unto the olive tree, Reign thou over 
us. But the olive tree said unto them, Should I leave my . 

fatness, wherewith .by me they honour God ·and man, 
a·nd go Ito be promoted over the trees? And the trees 
said to' the fig trlle, 'Come thou, and reign ,over us. But 
the fi.g tree said unto them, ShoU'ld I fo·rsake my 'sweet­
ness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the 
trees'? Then said the trees unto, the vine, Come thou, 
and l'eign over us. And the vine said unto them, Should 
I .Jeave my wine, which 'cheereth ,God and man and g.o to 
'be promoted ov·er the trees? Then said all the trees 
unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign over us. And 
the bramlble said unto the trees, If in truth ye anoint me 
king over you, then come and put your trust in my 
shadow: and if Ii'ot, let fire come out of the bramble, 'and 
devour,the cedars ,of Lebanon." 
There is often a great difference between a man's estimate 

of himself, what other peo:ple think of him, and his real 
w()l'th. The ·centurion s'aid of himself, "Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou shouldest come under my roof." The eMers said 
'of him, "He loveth :our nation, and he hath built us a syna­
gogue." But Jesus said, 'and His is always the true estimate, 
"I have n[}t :liound so' great 'a faith, no, not in Israel." 

IGideon was a quiet, unassuming man who en.tertained a 
very 'humble opinion of himself: "My family", said he. "is 
poor in Manasseh, and I ·am Ithe least in my father's ·house." 
Popular estimate aoccor.ded him a position scarcely higher 
than his 'Own humhle judgment of himself. But the Angel 
of Jehovah appeared to him 'as he threshed whe·at by the wine­
press, and s'aid, "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valour." And this man, the least in his father's house, was 
one of God's ·cho·sen mighty ones, whose record gives proof 
of that :which is written, "To this man wiH I look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spiJ;it, and trembleth a.t my 
word." 

The story of how God, iby the hand of Gideon and his' three 
hundred, delivered Israel from the eomlbined strength of 
Amalek and Midian, and all the children of the East, is 
familiar to every student of the Word. F'ollowing his great 
victory the men 'of Israe,l ,gaid unto Gideon. "Rule thou over 
us, both ·th()u, and thy son, 'and thy s'on's son also: for thou' 
hast delivered us from the ha,nd of Midian. And Gideon said 
unto them, ,I will not rule ·over IYOU, neither shall my son rule 
over you: the Lord shall rule over you." 

After 'Gideon's death Israel returned to Itheir idolatry again, 
and "remembered not the Lord their ·God ... neither showed 
.they kindness to the house of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, 
a'ccording to aU Ithe goodness which he had shewed unto 
Israel;" but very soon .A!bimelech, a son of Gideon, oonspired 
,vith the men ·of Shechem, and he went to his father's house, 
and .slew his brethren, the sons of Jerubbaal-seventy per­
sons, u~n one stone. -And Joth'am, the youngest son of 
Gideon, only :was left. 

T·he city ·of Samaria lay in ,the vaHey between mount 
Gerizim and mount Eball, from which, respectively, the 
blessing and the curse were pronounced when the people 
entered into the land. And J()thaom, when he ·had heard all 
that Abimelecli had done--how he had slain his brethren, 
a.nd made himself king-stood in the top of mount Gerizim, 
and lifted up his voice and preached to the people in the 
parable we have quoted. 

The .oId quesoti'on as to who shall be king ·is one that fre­
quently recurs in .all realms of life. We have not yet got 
beyond asking, "Who shall be ,grea.test?" A vacant throne, 
or a V'8.C·ant office, will always prove a temptation to some 
one. Indeed, though the throne 'be ·alreadJy occupied by a 
wol'l;hy ruler, there will never be wanting a potential usurper 
in the neighbourhooood. And if the request preferred ,by ,the 
parliament of trees, "Rule thou over us" is still made, it is 
ndt Ibecause ·of a dearth of candidates for positions of honour; 
but only because of a lack of persons who· are qualified to fill 
them. .J,otham's parahle, therefore, may still warn us to be 
on our guard. He represents that a crown' went begging 
because there were some who had' such a humble opinion of 
themselves that they considel'ed themselves unworthy to 
weal,' it: 

The reply of the olive tree to· the invitation to reign is full 
of instruction: "ShouId I leave my fatness, wherewJth by me 
thew honour 'God and man, and ,go to 'be promoted over the 
trees?" The fatness of the olive in, the oil {If olives was 
used in the anointing ·of ,the priests when they were conse­
·crated to the service of God; and was tY'Pical of the anointing 
by the power and grace of the Holy 'Spirit, which our L1lrd 
Jesus received, and which qualified Him for ~is mediatorial 
WiDrk. We shall not unduly strain Joth'am's par8!ble if we 
regard the olive as saying, "I would r8!ther have a share in 
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-bringing about the exa-ltation ·of God's anointed than go to that shalll make the waters 'sweet: for life is far <IDQre in need. 
be 'promoted over ·the trees. It were far 'better to honour 'of sweetness than (If ruler.ship. 
God.than ·to be honQured one's self." . But the fig tree had more than sweetness to lose: "Shall 

Do we not all need to learn that lesSoon? Th~re is no I fOl1sake my good frudt?" We need the strength of susten­
employment so holy, neither. is there 'any that will so. certainLy ance. There can be no sweetness indeed without good fruit .. 
contribute to our own wellbeing at I-ast, as that which has fQr TherefQre, the fi'g tJ;ee cho·se the 'better part, to be a caterer 
its supreme end the ,glory of God. We may well choose to be rather than a king; for we all remerriber Ol).e Who, Ibeing 

1· d . t b f't b 1.. .• h L _.:I h 11 hungry, ·came to a fig tree for good fruit but :liound "nothing 
o Ives, en eavour:mg . 0 ear rUI y W .. IC our OL'U s ·a but leaves". It is better to' minister to the Lord than to w'ear 
be honoured. "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 'hear 
much fruit", said Christ. an earthly crown. 

But what was the vine's reply? "Should I ,leave .my wine, 
The fatness of ,the olive' was used also to give honour to which cheer.eth God and man, and go to 'be promoted over the 

men.· Even the anointing oil, while it hQnoured God, CQn- trees?" We cannot help remembering that J·esus said, "I 
ferred certain honours up·on those whom it set wpart to the am the true vine"; nor that He Who thought it n'Ot an usurpa­
holy office of the priesthood. It was. with this oil ,the kings tion to be equal with 'God, Who had the right to the throne 
als-o were anointed-,saul, and David, and ,others. Thus the -and the cr,own, yet made Himself of no 'reputation; and this 
olive preferred to give honQur to {)thers, than to 1)e honoured He did in order ·that :He might minister, may we reverently 
itself. That is a noble example, difficult ,to emulate. What say, to the heart 'of 'God, and :bning ,salvation to men. . 
heav·enllY comfort the lower seat provides for those who What is. the wine whIch comes fl"om the fruit (If .the true 
V'oluntarily take it! The happiest place this side of heaven Vine? What is the very essence, the life-sap of the true 
is the pI-ace ·that is left when we have given another the Vine? Surely thel'e is but 'one answer: "G-od is love". And 
higher place which we might have had ourselves. What we can minister to the Lord only by loving Him, and equal1y, 

. luxuries ·are wrapped up in the quality of unselfishness! If love is the only wine ,that really maketh glad the heart of 
we knew the joy of Him Who·would not save Himself 'because man. Love i,s at once the greatest and the scarcest .thing in 
He was determined to save (lthers, there would be a holy the world. In the Holy Spirit's anaLysis of loove, we may hear [ 
rivalry ·among us to secure .the lowest place; and only with the olive, the fig tree, and. the vine, all speaking: "Cha;zoity \ 
the greateSlt difficulty ·could we be persuaded to leave our suffereth lo,ng, and is ,kind; charity envieth n{)t; charity , 
fatness wherewith both -God and .man are honoured, to go to vaunteth not itself, is not puff·ed up, doth not 'behave itself 
be promQt"ed ·over the trees. unseemly, seeketh not her own." Hence love is 'better than 

Olive 'Oil was used also for light. "Pure oU olive bea,ten" 101'd.ship. If any of us find ouraelves .desiring promotion over 
the people were oommanded to, ibl"ing for light. Thus the {)'thers, let us try the experiIment of loving them instead. 
olive would rather be a light than a legislator. For mortals "Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown", but happy, 'happy 
there is s·omething better than sovereignty, and that is ser- is the heart ·of him who lo,ves. 
vice. A believer, who is made of true .gold, w.ould rather he Hear now what the bram'ble has' to say. The .bramble needs 
fashioned into a candlestick! than into a ·crown: he would no persuasi-on, but readily cons·ents 1;0 !become a king: "Then 
rather be a candle upon-a candlesttick, giving light to· all that said ·all the trees unto the bramble, Come thou, and reign 
are in the house, than a -king upon the throne. . He would over us. And the bramble ·said unto the trees, If in truth ye 
rather be an oil-producing olive, than, having great power, anoint me king over Y'ou, then come 'and put your trust in 
s·pread himself like 'a green bay tree. my s'harlow: and if not, let fire c·ome out of the 'bramble, 

Let us hear the fig tree's reply: "Should I forsake my and devour the cedars of iLebanon." There are some heads 
sweetness, and my g·ood fruit, 'and go to be promoted over that are always wanting :lior crowns, -some hands 'always 
the trees?" Thus the fig tree .tells us that it is Ibetter to grasping for a sceptre. Such people unfortunately get into 
sweeten the world than to rule i,t. Sin has made life bitter the church. Their c{lIlJception of the church is not that it is an 
enough for the best of us, and it must ever be a pity :lior olive yard ,to pl"oduce ·oil for Christ's anointing; nor that it is. 
anyone to forsake his sweetness. Yet there have 'been th{)Soe a 'ga:rden ·of fi'gs into which the Beloved may ·come and eat 
who, like Saul, when in humble wal~s of life have d(lne lIDuch His 'pleasant frUits; nQr "a vineyard 'Of red wine" where 
to sweeten the lives of others ,but who, ·when promoted ,over Christ and His friends enjoy the fellows·hip of holy cheer; 
the trees, have made David and his .Aldullamites everyone but a place for some Abime'lech to be ,crowned, where he ·can 
"bitter of soul". The men 'Of Jenie-ho said to Elisha, "Behold, prove his tbr.otherhood by bossing. 
I pray thee, the situation of this .city is pleasant, as my lord It is. worthy ·of note also that .those who aspire to ruler­
seeth, but the water. is naught and .the ground !barren." shitp are usually the least .fitted for it. It is· ever the bramble 
There are many lives like that which are in some respects that IS'WYS, "Yes''', to the invitation ;1;0 wear the Cl"own. It is 
pleasantly situated, but which are spoiled by some bitter natural foOl' the 'bramble to wound and scratch. Abimelech 
spring-perhaps .by a cynicism that is born ·of many dis- is always cruel to the sons (If Jerub'baal, to the very man whQ 
a'Ppointments. If .only we are willing to forego promotion in the days of Israel's' extremity had proved to' be their 
over'the trees, we lIDay hold to the quality of sweetness and deliverer. Depend upon it, Abimelech will be far more 

'play Elisha's tpart in SoWeetening the springs of other lives. anxious to reap the fruits ·of Gideon's victories than to share· 
Naomi means pleasant; and when she returned from Moab Gideon'.s peril ,or, use Gideon's. ·sword. He will be much more 

to Bel1hlehem, the people said, "Is this NaOlIDi?" And she in evidence after Amalek and Midian are put to flight than 
answered, "Call me n(lt Na..omi, call me Mara: for the Al- When they are threatening I,smel with destruction. 
mi.ghty hath dealt vel'ly ,bitterly witl1 me!' But if you read It is ne\'Eh" difficu1t to ,identi:liy the 'bramble. The men and 
the story you will find that no -one ever cwlled Nruomi "Mara", :w.omen who have the bramble s'pirit in them are they who 
nor did :;;he ever request it again. 'On the contrary, the story wound and scratch. "The poison of asps is under their 
tells us, "So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabi"tess, her tongue." They are never heard to speak a ki·nd word of 
daughter-in-law, with her, which returned out of the country anY'body. We have all been forced into their company at 
'of Moab; and they came to Bethlehem in the 'beginning of some time or other, 'and leaving it we have felt like one who 
barley harvest." Naomi never called ·God "the Almighty" had emerged from a bramble !patch, ·scratched and bleeding 
again', foOl' it was not 'tlong untri.l she learned to say, "Blessed everywhere. ,One is never ,so treated iby one related to the 
be the Lord!" And it was Ruth, whose name means friend- olive, the fig tree, or the vine. The -bramble is not anointed to 
'ship, who ex;tracted the bitterness from her life, and by the bind up the broken-hearted, '01' if he attempt it, he must 
sweetness of her faithful friendship gave M'ara back her needs tear the bandage from another br·oken heart and leave 
rightful name, Naomi. . it bleeding. Brambles are generous only in this respect, 

There are many who call God "the Alm~ghty". They know tlllt they 's'ay ·kind things o·f one person' only in o·rder to 
He is. that, for they have felt, as they think, the ungentle aff.ord them an opportunity of .saying something cruelly 
tou:!h of His hand; and they are disposed to call themselves cutting -of ano.ther. They seldom ,speak without making some- . 
Mara, ·only because they do not know God. Perhaps we can body bleed, and on every hand inflict wounds which many 
be a Ruth to s·ome Naomi. It ·ma..y be it is in our power years ·can s.car.cely heal. ~uch people think a ehurch is like 

the House ·of 'Commons~not complete without ·an ,Opposition. 
"To heal the wounded heart so sorely bleeding They conceive it to be their s'ole duty to find fault with all 
And teach mayhap tho.se widoow..ed hearts to sing." . that others try to do. They are of the class to which a 

Those who are willing to forego promotion .may make foaith certain candidate for .eJd.~rship in a Pres.byterian c~urch 
in human friendship possible to those who have met more' b.etonged, who o~ .exammlllt~on proved that :tus only quahfica­
Judases than J,ohns; and to those who murmur at the bittel' bon for the pOSItIOn was that he cOUlld obJect. Such people 
waters in the wilderness, they may under 'God 'be the branch. ("Continued on 'Page 12) 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson Leaf (vs. 11, ~2),.of 'th!l fact th~t they had for- Lord came upon Jephthah", and "he 
saken HIm m spIte of HIS goodness to- passed over unto the children of Ammon" 
ward them,. al!-dsuggestin~ to them to (v. 29), and engaged them in: battle .• Be~ 

. V __ o_I._8 _____________ N_o._l cry. unto theIr Idol~ and see If ~hey w,?uld fore opening hostiIilties he "vowed a vow 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 
delIver them, s·ta.tIng He woul~ dehver unto Ithe Lord", promising that if he 
them ~ more,· (vs. 13, ~4). 'flns led the should be g:t'I8.nted the victory over his 
Is~eh~es the more earnestly to confess enemies he would offer unto the Lord that 

.Lesson 5 January 29th, 1933 ~i}e~r sms, and· throw th~mselves on t~e which came :f.orth from his house to meet 
----------------- <1IVme mercy, and pu~tmg awa~ th!lIr him on his return, (vs. 30, 31). Gaining 

str~nge gods they manIfested theIr sm- the victory, he returned home, and was 
cerlty of purpose, and touched the heart met ·by his daughter who eame out to 
of G~, (vs .. 1'5,16). N<.>te .the Lord's fi~, meet him, (vs. ,32-34). She was his only' 
yet kmd. attItude ~n brIngm~ ho~e to HIS child, and he was greatly dis.tres·sed when 
people ~he el!-ormltr o~ theIr sm. ~ey he realized the consequences of his. vow, 
served Idols m. theIr tIme of pl'!OSperlty, (v. 85). His daughter consented to the 
now let them trust to such gods for help fulfilment of the vow ·and the .same was 

FIRST QUARTER 

JEPHTHAH AND HIS VOW. 

:Lesson Text: Judges 10 to 12. 

.Golden Text: "When tJhou shalt vow 'a 
vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shalt 
not slack to pay it: for the Lord thy 
God will surely require it of thee; and 
it would be sin in thee."-Deut. 23:21. 

in ~heir hour of trouble.. If t~t upon carried oUlt, (vs. ·36-40). 
w:hICh we trust falls us m our tImes of. 
trouble, it then gives' ,proof of its inher­
ent weakness, and is not worthy of trust 
at any time. And ,G-od is t'he only One 
Who never fails us, (H~b. 13:5). Note 
the wisdom of God herei.n manife·srt, and 
His ,omniscienc·e, and tenderness of heart, 
also the submissive and hUm!ble attitude 
of Israel. Salvation and revival come in 
this way, (-2 -Cor. 7:10; '2 ehron. 7:14). 

:DAILY BIBLE READINGS: 
Monday-Lev. 27:1..;13. 
Tuesday-Lev. 27:26-.34. 
Wednesday---Job 30:1-11. 
Thursday-Deut. 9:1-7 •. 
Friday-Eccles. 5:1-7. 
Saturday-2 ehron. 7:8-:14. 

, 
II. THE VOW OF JEPHTHAH, 

(11:1-40). 
The man chos~n to lead Israel· against 

her enemies WlaS J ephthll>h. ReS'pecting 
:1. THE MISERY OF ISRAEL, (10:1-18). him certain things are stated. First, par-

When men depart from G-od they··Dring ticulars are given concerning his tribal 
.misery upon themselves and others. This connection, his parentage, 'his exile from 
is clearly manifested in s'cripture, secular home, and his :f.ollowers, (vs. 1-3). He 

:history, observation, and personal experi- was unfortunate in his birth, Ibeing born 
ence. Sin is at the root ·of the present of a concubine, and his ·brothers ·on this 

· ·world distress, and thousands are suffer- account, and· possi'bly through ill-will in 
jng as a result of personal transgres- addition to this, treated him in a nasty 
sions of the law of God. Sin never ·gives manner, leading to his exile from home. 

· real joy; it may furnish fleeting pleas- During this time .of exile he gathered fol­
·ure, but it leaves misery in its train. The I·owers around him, and gained some re­
Israelites ought to have understood the 'Putation :lior leadership. T·o sueh an 
consequences of sin, but, like other mem- extent was his a:bility known that when 

"bers of the human family, they failed to the Ammonites invaded Israel the elders 
learn from previous experience. As a ·of Gilead requested him to be their leader, 

·nation they had sinned, and suffered in (v. 6). Before complying, Jephthah re-

Concerning ,this vow, severa.! things. 
may be. -observed. First, Lt was la vow 
made entirely on the responsibility 'of 
Jephthah. He was not commanded by, 
God to ma·ke it, nor need we think the 
Lord expected it. It was made of J eph~ 
thah's ,own free will. It was made with 
!the .purpose -of showing appreciation to 
God for the vi·ctory gained ;by divine aid. 
In this light it is not without the bar­
gaining spirit which :promises to do 
something if the other will do his part. It 
was als'o unnecessary, ~houg'lh not un­
usual, regulations being given previously 
for governing the various· kinds of vows, 
(Lev. 27). This vow was of a rash nature, 
in light of the :f.act :that the one making 
the vow -was not aware of thlllt which 
would meet 'him on his return home, the 
vow affecting others as well as himself. 
Having made it, however, he· felt the 
oblig'IBtion to carry it out. Arid in its 
fulfilmem the daughter of J ephtha·h was 
set aside umo the Lord in perpetual vir­
ginioty,' (vs. 3'7, 39, 40). This. was more 
probably the case rather than that of 
human sacrifice, although should ·the 
latter be the 'case it would in no way 
commend human sacrifice, as Ithe vow is 
not stated to be divinely sanctioned. 
Note the necessity for carefulness in 
making VIJIWS, ·and promises ,of all kinds, 
(,Eooles. 5:2) .. · . 

· the days of Deborah, Barak, Gideon, and minded them of t'he treatment ne had 
others, yet they are found again r,ebelling previou~ly received at their hands, (v, 
. against God in the time of J'ep·hthah. 7), and soug.ht assurance from them that 
Between Albimelech's day and his, there if he should consent to act, he would be 

·ruled two judges, Tola, (vs. 1, 2), .and their 'head, (v. 9). He desired to be sure III. THE QUARREL WITH EPHRAIM, 
. Jair, (vs. 3-5). Then Israel forsook the of the sincerity of their intentioons, and (12:1-18-). 
Lord, and turned to idolatry, (v. 6), of the treatment which they intended to The men of Ephraim are recorded as 

· arousing His anger against them, result- give them. Being certain of their atti- again manifesting their quarrelsome and 
ing in their 'oppression by enemies, (vs. tude by their statement, (v. 10), the same jealous disposition. Tohey had chided with 
7-9). This chastisement had its effect, being ratified by the people at Mizpeh, Gideon, (8:1), and now they complain 

·fOT the Israelites cried unto ·God and con- (v. 11), he assumed the leaders·hip ·of the that they had been passed over in the· 
fessed their sin, (v. 10). It i.s generally army pf Israel. Note tfe diyine and fight with the Ammonites, and threaten 

· the case that when people get mtl? trouble human aspects 01 !srael s ~el}verance .. to burn Jephtha:h's .house upon him with 
they turn to God for help, though not also the m8Jgnammlty, .patrIOotlsm, and fire (v 1) Jephthah reminds them of 
always in repentance. Th~y realize their wiSdom, of J ephthah. the 'fact tha:t he ha9. called them, and they 

· helpl~ssness, and are CO~SCIOUS of th!l fact Mter assuming ,command of the forces had not 'aided him. He had gained the 
· that m the Lord there. IS help. ~t IS ~oo of Israel Jephtha.:h entered into negotia- victory with-oUit their aid, and he enquires 
bad they do no~ keep In touch "Y"I~h HIm -tions with the enemy, with the endeavour why they had come to fight against him, 

·a!ways, and reahze cOl!-stantly HIS mdwel- possibly of avoiding bloodshed. He ·sent (vs. 2, 3). 'Dhe attitude of the Ephraim­
hng po~er, thus acting. hon~ra:bly to-. messengers to the king ·of the Ammonites ites was entirely wrong, and inexcusable. 
ward ~Im, an.d n?t makmg HIm !Ilerely to enquire as tOo the reason for their in- They should have fought the enemy when 

· a last't:es-ort m ~Imes ·o.f need, WIth the cursion into the land of Israel, (v. 12), they 'had the ·opportunity to do s·o, in-
· only .0bJect of !beI.ng reheve.d. Howev.er, l'eceiving the answer that they had come stead of quarrelling with their friends 
God IS longsuff~rlng .and kind, a!ld bIds .to recpver the lAJld, (v. '13), he sent the after they had lost their opportunity. 

· aJl to come to H~m Wlt~ the promIse that reply that the la'rld was not theirs, it had Unf.ontunately there are always some 
· He will hear theIr cry, If they are repent- been in the pos·sessi'on of the Amorites, readier to quarrel with friend'S, rbhan to 
ant, (John 6:2.7; 2 Peter 3:9). N()te the but the ILord had dispossessed them, and fig:ht with enemies. Insult is added to 
comfort of thIS .~owledge, a,lso ~~e ne- ~iv.en the land ~o the ~srae~ites, j~st as, 'complaint ·by the Ephraimi~es in 'their 

,cesslty for conVIctIon ·and confeSSIon of m accordance WIth theIr behef, theIr ·god terming ·Oof Jephthah 'and hIS people ·as 
sin before 'God. had given them their land, (vs. 14-27), outcasts, (v. 4). A fight ensues in whiclh 

The Lord heard the cry of the Israel- This explanation . proved the· Ammonites Jephthah and his men are vi·Cltorious, (vs . 
.. ites, but expostulated with them concern- to be in ,the wrong in their aggres·s-ion, 5, 6). Note Ithe use ()f term Shibboleth 

inog their sin, before relieving them, .re- but the Icing ()f Ammon hearkened not in its symbolical application in the 
: minding them of His former deliverances, thereto, (v. 28). "Then the Spirit of the pres·ent time. 
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ENTERING INTO MISSIONARY 
EXPERIENCES, 

Saturday Afternoons 
As long as we can remember, there 

has tbeen a sweet savour about Saturday 
afternoons. It doeSi seem as if Satur­
day afternoon is set aside for the do­
ing of things just a little 'out of the 
ordinary 'here in ,the <hOtmeland, and we 
al'e not surprised to hear that the mis­
sionaries have set aside <I;Ihat afternoon 
as' the one time in the week when they 
may have quiet. T·hat that quiet time is 
often interrupted and the programme 
for the day rudely shattered does not 
disco1lX&'ge :bhem for, ,after all, Satur­
day afternoon is just a little 'bit differ­
ent from ,the 'other afternoons of the 
week. 

A letter from ,Mrs. Mellish draWlS 
some comparisons ,for our 'benefit. She 
pictures the o,rderly ihousewives in: the 
homeland going on a ,shopping tour on 
Saturday afternoon 'all'd :buying in ifue 
provisions neceSlSary for over Sunda.y, 
and ,then rather wiStfully says, "Would­
n't it ,be nice to get dressed up ,and go 
down to Bloor :Street to get 'our weekly 
fresh chop 1" 

Wthen one is buried in ,the African 
bush country, we 'are told that there are 
times when tlhe longill!g for some of the 
delicacies of the homeland, or some 
ordinary item of diet which is, unobtain­
alble there, 'becomes 'acute, Ibut our mis­
sionaries never mention such iiliings, 
they rather tempt us by telling of their 
delicious tomatoes, itheir luscious banan­
as, and their huge pineapples. We are 
not wholly ignorant, however, of the 
appeal that a ,good Oanadian applll 
would make to those missionaries w!!J..o 
are telling us of the growth of the p'aw­
paws and their pleasure in ,seeing their 
gardens inc1.'e8iSte, for to one wiiflh the 
taste for fruit grown in the Northern 
hemisphere much of the tropical fruitt 
is insipid and'unsatisfying. 

T,o ,go back to Mrs. Mellish'oS' letter, 
dated, November 19th, we learn thlat the 
peace ,and quietness of Saturday after­
nOlons on ,the, Gear Bah Zondo Station is 
s'omething not yet 'attained, 'and though 
the missionary plans to stay ind:oors out 
·of the hot sun's :raY;SI and ,attend to t'he 
,pile of wa'iting correspondence, it is 
otften· impossible to do so. 

An Anniversary Occ;asion 
Does it seem like two !Whole years 

since we.s'aid good-ibye ,to Rev. 'and MM'. 
Mellish ·and Miss Minnie Lane 1 Mrs. 
Mellish ·reminds us Ibhat it tWas on No­
vember 22nd that they left Toronto and 
as the paTty drove away from the Sem­
inary Building, we waved damp hand­
kerchiefs 'and the years looked :so 
lengthy. How time flies! Two .brief 
years have passed and the missionaries 
write to 's,ay that othey have ,been ·splen­
did years 'and that lookin'g ibaC'k on them 
they thank God fur His wonderful .care 
over them. "Blessings He has ,s!howered 
uopon us," writes Mrs. Mellish, "and we 
are so unworthy. Only las~ evening we 

had the joy 'of accepting three more 
candidates ,for 'bapti'Sim -and church 
memlbership. These 'aTe thTee of our 
schoof boys and each has been under 
observation Lor a year and 'a half; they 
have 'been 'on oprobati'on f()r neady a 
year and our church members feel they 
are ready. The boys are ·old enough to 
really understand as they are sixteen, 
seventeen ·and eighteen years of age 
a·nd they 'are the fil"st from our Slch()ol: 
Do pray with IUS that many ,others may 
follow s'oon." . 

A Great Day for All' 
We !have another version of the open­

ing of the new church :building from 
Ml"s. Mellish and we mus't give it. Mrs. 
Mellish 'WTites-"Last Sunday was 'a 
great .day in our lives for we ·opened the 
new churoh. I The day was: grand and 
early in the morning othe ,chdldren started 
calling, 'Sewie Mrs.', in other words 
they :were asking :!lor'soatp to wash with. 
F'or the occasion evertyOne was' dressed 
in his ,best, and if. the people at home 
who so generously responded to the mis­
sionaries' pleas for clothes Lor the chil­
dren could ha'Ve seen them ()D. this 
'occasion they would tbave felt as' :proud 
of them as we did. The :whistle rang 
and the Sunday School assembled. It 
was just a short session this time and 
then the children lined up and took their 
places for the chu:rch s,erviee. It was 
a matter ,of amusement tllat the old 
chief took our 'bench, 'bu:t when the 
service began 'and fTom !those native 
lips words of praise ascended, IW'e were 
carried away :from the ,trying experi­
enoes of life and revelled in the wonder 
of hearing voices rai'sed in 6'on!g. I was 
completely lost to all ,else as I listened 
to the woms, 'Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty'." 

The Dedication 
Jot must ·hav.e been ,a ,beautiful picture 

to osee the ,church members standing at 
the front 'of that native shelter while 
Mr. Mellish !publicly committed the 
church into their hands and charged 
them concerning it. Then it must have 
heen a solemn hour ~ndeed when ,the 
w,ords of the text were ,given in the Bas­
sa tongue :by Lalf8!Yette Payne-"When 
I ,s'ay unto the wIcked, T,hou s'halt surely 
die; and thou givest him not warning. 
nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to ·save his life; 'IIhe 
,S'ame wiclked man shall' odie in his in­
iquIty; ,but his ,bl'Ood ·will I require at 
thy ·hand. . Yet if thou ;warn the wi-cked, 
and he turn not from 'his wickedness, 
nor from his wicked way, he shall die in 
his iniquity; 'but thou hast delivered thy 
soul"-Ezekiel 3: 18, 19, 'and the words 
were explained and driven home iby this 
Chri,stian native inter.preter. How we 
pray with 'the missionarieS' ,that the ser­
vice and all that was said and done will 
redound to the glory of God. 

children ga1fuered to remember Him 
W1h,ose words have rung down through 
the years-"This do in remembrance of 
.me. . • . For ,as 'often as lYe eat this 
bread, and, .drink this cup, ye, do ·show 
the Lord's death till he come." 

The Enquirers' Class 
That day when the new church at 

Gear B'ah ZondoD WlLS! opened was a day 
of days; a day crowned with b~e'sS'ing,s. 
After the communion service, a man 
who had ,confessed ibis f'aith in Jesus 
Christ 'as Saviour was received for bap­
tism. He was a man !Well known to the 
misS'ionaries.· He had ltived 'at one time 
in ·~ndo Bie town :bu't had moved ttD Vey 
Bli, a town a few hours aWlLy, Ibut the 
repor.ts which come to the missionaries 
concerning his liie are good and most 
encouraging. He has carried ()h regu­
lar services in the town where he lives 
and the mIS!SIionaries are ihopeful of 
having a real 'WOl'Ik es'taiblislhed'there. 

The workers ,are ende'avoring to im­
press upon the Ohristians their Te'spon­
si'bmty with :regard to testifying, and 
they are contemplating h:aving the 
churc!h members take turns in g,oing -to 
the town each wee'k for servdces on 
Sunday .. 

A BRAND NEW MISSIONARY 
There haS! come 'Do Rev. and Mrs. H. 

L. Davey, our missionaries ,on furloulgh 
from Li'beria, 'a s'on who is named Neill 
Hague Davey, and whose advent is an­
nou~ced with praise to the Heavenly 
J!'a1fuer. Mother and ,baby are doing 
nicely, and it is expected that in due 
time Neill will accompany his father ·and 
mother and little Daniel Se1W8yhen 
(the Bass·a lbaby) ,back 1\;0 Africa. He 
came just the d·ay after Danny had cele­
brated his nl"st ibirthday .and Ih,i,s father 
tells us' that he Is 'a fine boy, .tJ!:king ·an 
interest in things in gener!11. It is ex­
pected that !the takIng of Baby Neill to 
Liberia !Will overoome much tprejudice 
and will dissipate the' prevailing super­
stition that any one ~ouc!hing the child 
of a dead imother 'Would ibe deprived of 
c!hildren of Itheir own. . 

As little -Danny 'has won the hearl'S of 
many ·in this' ,country and has come as a 
mess'enger from ihis B-assa 'people, we 
believe Neill HaIg'IlIe Davey will win the 
hear.ts of natives in Liberia. 

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Niagara Falls 

A week or s,o 'ago, the ·announcement 
wa'S made of the opening services of the 
Niagara Falls Regular Baptist Ohureh 
in its new locati'on, and now it oils re­
ported Ithat since ·taXing ()ver the build­
ing, God has given ibles,soing and encour­
IlIgem,e.nt. On ,Christmas Day, 'the first 
.baptismal service' w'as held in'tlJhe new 
.chur'eh h:ome and at t'htat ti.me two men 
and one woman !Were obedient unto ·their 

The Communion Service LOId. At the prayer· meeting service, 
After that great ,dedication service, the ilollowing week, a young 'Woman 

the Lord~s' .supper was ,observed and I from Buffalo pu'blicly conlfessed OhrilSit 
there at Gear Bar Zondo blood-bought as !her Savi()ur. A 'Young man 'wIho !has 

I • 

\ 
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been attend'ing the IS'ernces on Sunday 
evenings ihas been restored. He openly 
confessed that for twelve ye'ars he ~ad 
been careless and unhappy, .but that he 
had come Ibook to the Lord. Since that 
time -he h8.ls ,been rejoicing, taking part 
in the 'praY'er meetings and' !helping. .on 
SaJtur:day nigh't analther 'Young Wloman, 
the suibject of many prayers, trusted 
the Savi-our, 'and on 'Sunday evening two 
came forw.ard expres·S'ing their desire 
for deeper eonsecratIon 'and three others 
fame requesting Ibaptism. 

THE GUELPH WORK. 
In the January 5th issue of Tm: 

GOSPEL WITNESS, Dr. 8'hields set forth 
what had been accomplished at Guelph, 
and the needs of the wOl'k in that 'place. 
The 'Pastor, Mr. H. H. Chilpchase, is mov­
ing to Guelph this week. We are trusting 
that the Lord will ,open the way for him 
to stay ·on the field and eontinue His 
bIessing upon the cause. 

Last Lord's day, the Pastor was 
.greatly encouraged and his heart was re­
joiced beyond measure when at the 
morning service .one for whom prayer. had 
been made, signified his acceptance ·of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. At the Sunday 
evening service, there were those who 
were under conviction and who have not 
sUl"rendered as. yet. At that service, 
ihowever,. a 'Young lady raised her hand in 
response to the 'Pastor's invitation and it 
is expected that several will !be ready fo·r 
baptism and chureh membership shortly. 

We are taking the liberty of qUoQting 
from' a letter received fro'm Mr. -Ghip­
e1hase, :foor tMs letter -itself teUs mUiCh of 
how the IILord is working through the 
York Road Mission. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

"Dear Mr:. 'Chipc'hase: 
No doubt y.ou will think perhaps at 

times I have seemed cold tlJlWards Y'ou and 
to the appeals that have 'been made from 
time to time and my prayer has ,been that 
soQme might answer ~our pleadings' in 
Christ's name. But ,oh the j,oy to know 
that ,one who answer-ed was my Elwn 
child. Some time ago when y;ou pled so 
hard for some to coone forward, f said to 
W 'Do you never feel ,that y{)U 
would -like to 'give yourself to Christ 
and be saved 7' and she said, 'Y.es,', so I 
thought I 'Would leave it to her, as you 
know how I felt 8lbout leaving our own 
chur,ch, but ,since then, I am ,grieved to 
say, they are wandering far fl"om the 
word 'of ,God, and ,since I have listened 110 
some of your !lermons, especially the 
baptism of -infants, . . . . As you said, no 
one can 'be saved unless they of their own 
free wiH accept the gifot of Jesus Ghrist 
and 'believe on HiIm, for He said, 'Except 
a man ,be born again, he .cannot see· the 
Kingdom of God' and again, 'E~cept a 
man 'be born of water and of the Spirit 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God'. Sunday night I seemed too full to 
say much as I !prayed ,that the Holy 
Spirit .might guide and keep her fl'om the 
evils, and the temptations of the world. 
.•.. My prayer is that W may 
aJbide in Christ and Christ in iher, that 
she may he the means of bringing some 
s'oul 'or SQuis if it be God's wiH to USE! 
her. I have found this week, perhaps. in 
answer to· my prayer for her, that I have 
been blessed in the opportunities that 
have been 'given to me to cheer, and I 
pray it may be the' means of bringing 
more, to Irn,1JIW my Saviour. How I love 
that hymn, 'I will never cease to praise 
Him, My Saviour, My Saviour. He's done 
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so much foor me' ..... I hOipe it will not 
be long !before we c'aU you our Pastor 
and how my heart 'goes out in love to 
Y'ou for the blessings I have received. 
. . . . I know there are times when you 
feel the word,s you have spoken to' us 
may have fallen on stony ground, but our 
Lord knows what is best and if only we 
are faithful we can leave aU to him ..... . 
My prayer is that our work may in­
crease as it 'has done in the past and I 
thank my Lord that some one has 'been 
given to us to bring OUT children into 
the Sunday School so that they may know 
and serve Him. Many y,ears I have 
prayed for this' and God in His own good 
time has answel"ed my prayer. May 
many souls 'be saved." 

While the above letter is a personal 
one to M:r. Ohipchase, it is one written 
out .of a fuB heart overflowing with 
praise. We are publishing it that we 
may join in prayer ,of intercession for 
the new converts and f.or those who· have 
recentlY! received the teaching conc,ern­
ing ,baptism and are contem!plating o'bey· 
ing the Lord's' 'command. 

MEDIN A (Indian) CHURCH. 
The Medina Regular Baptist 'Church 

has recently held its annual ibusiness 
meeting and .once 8Igain the chureh ex­
.perienced vhe .blessing of' :the LOM and 
saw His over-ruling power. Outside 
forces, had d,one their best to disturb the 
church, secret 'and private meeting !have 
'heen held, 'but the result of the meeting 
was most gratifying. The Pastor, Rev. 
Melchie Henry, was supported by hi& 
people and the ,officers of the e.hurch 
orderly elected. Continue to pray for the 
work on the,Medina Reserve. 

THE TREES SEEKING A KING. 
(,Continued fr,om page 9) 

are masters ,of the bramble ,trick. You have ·been in the woods, 
and when you came home you have found a long, deep scratch 
on your hand or fac,e. You did not know how or when it iWas 
done. lit did not hurt you at the time; but the bram.ble did 
it, and y:ou feel it when you get home. Such is the effect of 
con'tact with ,bramble men and women. Their words come 
·back to us, always with a stab. They are determined at' all 
costs to be a king, and they have no crown for ~ny other 
head unless it be a crown of thorns. 

not be disappointed when He cometh seeking fruit thereon, 
and seek the life-cheer of the vine, we may als·o stand in 
readiness to serv:e at ·God's call, As we abide in the true Vine, 
and are Iby His abundant life made fruitful to the glory of 
God, we may obediently remember ·the words of Him Who 
humbled Himself and Whom God hath t'her~ore now highly 
exalted and giv'en a name· that is a'bove every name, "One is 
Y'0ur Master, even Christ, and all ye are ,brethren." 

But here the bramble is associated with fire. It not omy 
scratches, but its work is. to devour the cedars of Lebanon. 
Bramble men and women are exper.ts at making fires. It was 
bramble men who crucified the Lamb of ,God; and there is 
nothing s'o likely to kindle a fire, so likeLy to lead the faithful 
in Zion to exclaim, "Our holy and beautiful house is 'hurned 
with fire", as the presence of the bramble spirit in the church. 
A useless bramble may destroy the mighty cedar in Lebanon. 

In closing this lecture, it 'may 'be wis'e to utter a word of 
caution and of counsel. The attitude of the olive, the fig, 
and the vine, is most co·mmend·able, but irt may be ,carried too 
far; and their refusal to occupy the throne may affoQro the 
bramble its opportunity. When men are specialty qualified to 
hold office in tlie church, they should be careful how they 
refuse ito take the ·position their brethren desire them to 
,occupy and which God calls them to fill. We have often 
seen this '<Ic·cur in a ehurch business meeting. A number of 
talented men successively decline office, and then the most 
incompetent person in the church ds nominated in their stead. 
When the- alive, the fig, and the vine, refuse to serve, the 
bramble is often elected by accla;mation! Thereafter wounds, 
and scratches·, and fires, are the inevitable result. 

We shouM seek safety in the cultivation of Gideon's s'pirit 
who said, "I willI not rule over you, neither ,s-hall my s'on rule 
over 'Y'ou: the Lord shall rule ,over you." As we desire the 
fatnes's of the olive that we may honour God, and cultivate 
the sweetness and fruitfulness of the fi·g that our Be10ved may 

BELIEVERS 
(Continued from !page 2) 

Where shall the heart find rest but .in Christ, "Who only 
hath immortality" 7 To them that .believe the ,grave is open 
and empty, and beyond, life's broken pillars are -completed 
and crowned; and all that is fractional and fragmentary, is 
rounded into a perfect wholenes·s in the glorious completeness 
of ·Christ. What magic sweetness is in the saying, "Them 
that sleep in Jesus _ will God ,bring with him"! Therefore 
nothing worthy to endure is lost. The treasures of the heart 
abide, and all that is true, and hon:est, and just, and pure, and 
lovely, and virtuous, and praise.worthy, find their imm.ortality 
and perfection in ·Christ. 

In the London Times there 8IPpeared on June 30th. 1915, a 
death notice, shot through with the light of hope: "Lance­
Corp. Kenneth Seymour Boyd, A 00. the Honourable Artillery, 
killed in aetion, only· son of Alexander and 'Charlotte BoY'd, 
of Hull. No mourning. His last words were Psalm 23:4: 
"Yea, though I walk through the valley ·of the shad,ow of 
death, I will fear no evil: :l)or thou art with me; thY' rod and 
thy staff they comfort me." 

And now will you tell me that a creed is a 'burden, a bar 
to progress; that faith is a shackle upon the mind 7 Nay, 
nay, faj.~h ,supplies wings to the soul Iby which conscience, 
intellect, and heart find rest in the heaV'enly places in Ohrist. 

It is in every res·pect fitting that the disciples of Jesus 
should be known as. "believers". "Theref.ore 'being justified 
by faith, we have ,peace with God through ·our Lord Jesus 
Chris~." 

.~ 


