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THE THREE CROSSES. 
'. . 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, November 20th, 1932. 
(Stenographically Repor·ted'--'Broadcast over C'FRB. 690 k.c.) 

"And when they were come to the ,place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and! ,the male-
!actorll', one on the right hand, and the other on the lett." . 

"And one of the malefa'ctors whiClh were haJ?,ged railed on him, saying, If thO'll be Christ, save thy-self 
and us.· . 

"But the other answering :rebuked ihim, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in ·the· same· con-
d~mnation ? 

"And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of ·our deediS: lbu:t this man hath done nothing amis·s. 
"And he said unto' Jes'Us', Lord, rememiber me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 
"And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day 'shaM; thou ,be with me in paradise."-Luke 23:33, 

39-43. . 

P·rayer Before the Sermon. 
We bow in Thy holy presence, 0 Lore, at tihis evening 

hour sincerely desiring to be inc·1uded iIII that number who 
worship Thee in spirit and in truth, and whom· ThoU' art 
.graciously· seeking. Draw us, we 'beseech Thee, and we will 
run 'after Thee. 'Give to every believing hear.t, this evening 
.a seTh'3e 'Of 'l'hy presence, of T,hy nearness ,to us. Help us 
tha:t we each may 'have a p~rsonal experience Qf the ministry 
of Thy Spirit in 'our ihearts, as He ·shall take of the things 
which are Ohrist's and reveal them to 'UlS·. 

We thank Thee for all He has wrou,ght in our ·behalf, for 
the gre'at truth which Thou hast already spoken to us this 
evening from 1;he pages, ,of Thy holy Word. We rejoice in 
the assurance that Thou didst lay upon HiJm the iniquity of 
us all. We thank 'l'hee that He has, 'bl"'ought lif·e and im
mortality to light through the gospel; and that now those 
whose eyes have been anQinted 'by .the Sp'irit from. above 
have a prospect before them of the unfolding of the gates 
of ,pearl, of eternal residence in that city 'of which the Lamb 
is all the light. . 

How unfit we all are for sueh a futUil.'e! How ian'Possible 
for 'any one Qf us to enter into it apart from the cleansing 
'of the precious blood of Christ! We heseech Thee, 0 Lord, 
to ma:ke us feel OUT complete dependence upon the sinner's 
Sa:viouT. May He be magnified bef.()re us by the ministry 
of Thy Spirit. M'ay Jesus Ohrist the Crucified he set forth . 
among us. Hell> us to vi·ew His wou,nds. again, as did the 
disciples after the resurrection when He siho'Wed them His 
hands and His' side,. ·and they 'Were glad when they saw the 
Lord. 

Perhaps some in Thy presence this evening are de.pressed, 
finding the road very :rough, and the winds contl'ary. It 
may be that 'Some of life':s burdens seem to 'be insurmount
able.. .The ·()dds are so 'great that the :battle seeII1lS likely to 

be lost. Yet we know it is not s'o: it is· ror ever true that 
all things wOl"'k together for ,good t-o th!ffi1 'that love 'God, 
to them who ·are the called 'according to his, purpose. We 
thank T.hee for the inclu'si'On in that univel"'sal all of the 
things th'at ,seem' to U's to be so contrary, SQ 'galling, SQ some
times almost unenooTable. 

We bless Thee that Eternal ·Love· is on the throne, that 
God does oider the steps of ·a good man, and delighteth in 
his ways. Minister, we pray Thee, 'according to QUir deepest 
need, to every member of this congll'egation. Fain would 
we spread our neeiis ·before Thee, Ibut we know not hQW 1;0 
pray. We know not wisely what to ask for. We are foolis,h, 
blind, and ignorant. Weare like little children often, ask
ing of Thee the thingS' :that would! destroy us, Qnly cOIIIIPlain-
ing when Love'·s girt is bestowed' upon us. . 

Theref.()re WO'llld we remember that not only Infinite Love, 
hut Infinite Wisdom, is OIII the throne; and that 'Dhou art 
working all things accordiIllg ,to the counsel of Thine own 
will. We :bless Thee that 'When .thUIS we are shut up to 
Christ, Thou drost make us to anticipate something of the 
glory 'of the eternal city. We beseech Thee to lift Thine 
own people into the heavenly places, in Christ, that there 
they may appropriate soonething of mhe hlessing,s that are 
laid up for them by Thy eternal purpose. . 

Bles's those whQ share this service with us over the !radio. 
Some are shut in, aged 'and infirm. About :B'ome of othem 
the shad!()ws of the evening 'gather. 'Some are in II1IUeh pain. 
Some are :perhaps es'pec<ially' and ,poouliarly lonely. We re
member tha,t Thou didst deli'ght to visit the sick in the days 
of T.hy flesh, and that Thou .didst lay Thine hand 'Upon them, 
and heal them. We rejoice in the knQwledge that Thou' a1"ll; 
jU!st the .same. We worship a Jesus Wlho does not ·change. 
T,hQU hast carried Qur human nature· wi·th Thee. We know 
Thou canst minister a'S ThQU didst in 'l1ncien~. t~me. Soften 
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the pillow of those who are weary, with "infinite ,tenderness·. 
Visit them as Thou. did visit Jacob when, with a stony pillow, 
he saw :the ministering angels of God. We. beseech Thee 
especially to let Thy voice .be 'heard !by those who hitherto 
,have never seen Jesus. -Ghrist. W'hat a difference He .makes! 

We Ibeseech Thee to 'lna:ke this an hour of real salvation, 
when sou1s dead in trespasses' ,and sins shall 'be qu1'~kened 
in.to newness of life, when the dead shaH hear the voice 

. 'Of the Son of ,God, and·, hearing, shall live. 
We ask this', not alone for the service within these walls, 

hut f·or the occasional hearer, for the man who 'has tuTned 
the dial 'appa!rently by accident, who hears a strange voice, 
from a strange citY. We. beseech Thee to make the word of 
Thy .gT'ace ·a mess'8lge !from Heaven to the 'hungry heart and 
sin-load en soul. ·So let the blessing of the Lord which 
maketh ri,ch, and addeth no sorrow Ibhereto, come upon this 
a'ssem!bled congregation, and u.pon all who hear the 'Word 
from ·this place. Receive us all, we beseech Thee. May we 
all: find acceptance at the mercy-seat where the Iblood is 
sprinkled, and help us 'all to enter into the !blessediness of 
e~erien.cing the truth 'Of Thy gracious' w'Ord which tells us 
that the !blood -of Jesus Ohrist, God's Son, cleanseth us from 
all sin. F'Or His name's s8'ke, Amen. 

It is well always to rememlber how minutely prophecy 
was fulfilled at Calvary: "They parted, my garments"; 
"A bone of him shall not be 'broken"; "They shall look 
on him whom they have pierced"; "That the scripture 
might be fulfilled saith, I thirst"; and again, "He was 
numbered with the transgressors." All this surely in
dicates that the details of that tremendous transaction at 
the place of a skull were divinely ordered. Add to that 
the recording .of those eve~ts by the pen of Inspiration, 
and you will have solid ground for the assumption that 
this was written for our learning. Here,,if only our eyes 
are opened to see it, we shall find the fullest revelation 
of grace to be found anywhere. Here, too, sin is to be 
seen in its ugliest form; unbelief in its blindest, maddest,
folly; and faith in its sublimest exercise. 

r. 
I ask you this evening to tum your thought first to the 

cross "in the midst" as A'REVELATION OF·DIVINE GRACE. 
Let me call it the Cross of Grace, the cross where grace, 
which is the very essence of God, is most clearly revealed. 

There will be no two opinions among us, I assume,' in 
respect to this first observation, that whatever else may 
be said of .the Victim Who died upon the central cross, 
He must be regarded as a voluntary Sufferer. Even in 
this late day of the superlative inventiveness of unbelief, 
the worst that anyone can say of Jesus Christ is that He 
was only a man, and that as such He was an impractical 
idealist who died 'as a martyr .to his own convictions of 
truth and righteousness: If He were only a man, nothing 
more than that, it must be admitted that the principle of 
the voluntariness of His suffering remains. He might 
easily ·have taken a neutral course--as, alas I hoth pew 
and pulpit take too often to-day: thus He might easily 
have avoided a crisis and a cross. He died voluntarily. 

Then if we accept the truth of His own saying that 
no man took His life from Him, that He had power to 
lay it down, and power to take it again, it must be ad
mitted surely that His was a voluntary death. He was 
not dragged to the cross against His will. He went 
there of His own volition, of His own choice. He 
actually chose, not only the time and place of His death: 
he chose the method of His death as well. 

I think we '!nay take a further step, and say that there 
could 'be no dispute among us as to the virtue of the 
Victim of the tCentral cross. No one has ever been bold 
enough, I think, to question the perfection of His moral 

i 
~-

character. When He said to Hi.s enemies, "Which of 
you convicteth me of sin?" they made him no answer: 
and even His judge declared, "I find no fault in this 
man." Since that day, while His character has been 
subject to the critical a~alysis of the keenest minds of 
all the ages, I have heard of none who have really been 
able to discover the slightest flaw in His character. What
ever may 'be said of His Deity, all will agree that the 
world has never seen so perfect a human charact~r as 
that which was represented in Jesus of Nazareth. 

That obviously creates a problem for us, for Virtue was 
crucified upon a cross, and He Who was absolutely with
out sin died, was crucified upon an instrument that was 
regarded as symbolic of a curse. It is very difficult to 
conceive of moral perfection being crucified upon a cross, 
while Sovereign Holiness is upon the throne. Recog
nizing the sinlessness of the nature of Jesus Christ, and 
the indisputable fact of His death, these considerations 
taken would impugn the moral government of the 
universe. Something must have gone wrong when Per
fection was subjected to such an ignominious death. 

I say, there is no satisfactory explanation of the death 
of Jesus Christ apart from the-let me say, at this stage 
of our study-the hypothesis of the vicariousness of His 
suffering. He Who died upon the ·central cross died not. 
for Himself alone. There might have been 'but two 
crosses at the place called Calvary. Or, had there been 
three, they must have been all alike. There might have 
been no one "in the midst" to put a difference between 
the other two. Then Golgotha would have been the end 
of life for all mankind. Then every human death had 
been alike in this, that it had' been the falling of a hope
less night upon the soul. But the truth of the Scripture 
is that Jesus Christ put His own cross in the midst, that 
He chose Himself to be numbered with the transgressors. 
The cross was set up as a signpost to mark for ever the 
difference in the roads which lead, the one to heaven, and 
the other to hell. He died "the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God". . 

When we have recognized that truth-and I need not 
argue it further-when we have recognized that truth, 
that He was not merely a virtuous man, but that He was 
the Incarnate God Who died vicariously for the sins of 
the world, when we recognize the principle that God 
made to meet upon Him the iniquity of us all, then we 
have laid th'e foundation for an understanding of the 
other elements of my story.' Thus, briefly, although it 
is the central cross, and although it is the most important, 
I turn to the consideration of the crosses to be found, the 
one .on the right hand, and the other on the left, becattse 
they must be studied together. 

We can underst.and the Cross in the midst only in re
lation to those on either side, and we can understand the 
crosses on either side only as we study them in relation 
to the Cross that was set up in the midst. 

He Who died at Calvary died as the Lamb of God 
Who came to take away the sin of the world, and in that 
laying down of the life of Incarnate Deity we have the 
supreme revelation of the grace of God to men. 

II. 
Look now at another of these cros'ses which I shall 

call THE CROSS OF UNBELIEF. I would remind you that 
all roads lead to Golgotha, and all lives touch "the place 
of a skull". There is no possibility in this human life of 
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escaping the cross.' There is a .cross for everyone. 
Tl1ere is a cross for unbelief, just as truly as there is a 
cross .for faith. Whether you believe or do not believe, 
whether you are a Christian or refuse' to be a Christian, 
whether you accept Christ or reject Him, the road of 
life for you must lead at last to Golgotha. 

I heaTd someone over' the air to-day refer to what I 
regard as the historical record of the Deluge, a:s "the 
legend" of the flood. Say what you will of Genesis, I 
think it is indisputable that it is in' strange agre~ent 
with all the facts of life. The thorns and thistles have 
come bom somewhere; and no one will deny the reality 
of the sorrows of motherhood. Read the story of Genesis 
and then read any page from human life, and you will 
discover they are parallel. You will be disposed to say, 
if you are a reasonable person, that if Genesis were not 
in the Bible then somebody ought to write a story like 
that, in order to give to the world a philosophy of things 
as th~y are. The thorns and the thistles are there, and 
all roads lead at last to the .place of a skull, to the place 
called Golgotha. Though you take th~ longest road 
possible, however wide the detour, you will come at last, 
like all others have come, to Golgotha, to the place of a 
skull. N one can escape it. 

Men have busied t~emselves through all the ages trying 
to avoid in human life the 'principle of the cross-but 
they have never suc-ceeded. They have always come to'a 
Go}ogotha at last. 

This cross of which I now speak is representative of 
a· view of life which discerns no relation between the ills 
of life and our sin--to use the biblical term-our moral 
defects, our failures. Dress it up in any euphemistic 
term you like, it will not alter the fact that there is some
thing in life. which is eccentric, that is out of centre, 
which produ-ces friction, which mars all the pleasuTes of 
life, which disturbs all life's relationships, and which, 
even in a man's quietest hour, robs him of his peace. 
There it is! There is sufferirig enough. . This man 
suffered. He was 'nailed to a cross just as were the 
other sufferers. He was a sharer with them of the pain 
and the agony of it; but he failed utterly to realize that 
there was any. relation 'between his sin and his suffering. 

Do you discern that defect in the philosophies of our 
day? That· suffering is here, no one will question. Pain 
of every description, deprivation, distress, are rampant. 
No one is foolish enough to suppose that any human life 
can be spent as a day in June. That man who seemed 
to he a pessimist, who after all was only a seer, who saw 
into realities, and represented life as it is, "the Preacher" 
of Ecclesiastes, said, "If a man live many years, and 
rejoice in them all;. yet let him remember the days of 
darkness; for they shall be many." It would be folly . 
for me this evening to try to persuad~ you that life is 
a 'perp~tual merry-go-round, .a mere picnic. 'We· have 
had our 4ark days. God knows we have. We have had 
our pain and ~u£fering~ Weare no strangers, any of us, . 
to the principle of tPe cross." But insteaq of recognizing 
this as having a direct relatioJ;l' to the. sin of the world, 
to the sin of the individual; instead of recognizing that 
sin, when it is finished, bringeth for.th deat.h, men 'try to 
account for these moral defects; and for. their accompany
ing suffering, on other grounds. I 

This man saw no relation between his sin and his 
suffering. Indeed; he proposed to test the SaViourhood 
of Jesus, and to judge Hi~ by His abmty and His willing-

ness to save him from the cross: "If Thou be the .Christ, 
if there is anything in Thy religion, then save Thyself 
and us. Gather out the thorns; remove the briars; wipe 
away all the tears; deliver us from this life of trial and 
toil and pain a:nd suffering. That is the kind of religion 
I want." 

The Bible is written in pregnant' speech. Whether 
you regard its poetry, its prophecy, or its history-every
thing will be found wrapped up in this word. The voice 
of the unbelieving malefactor is the voice of unbelief 
always: "If thou be Christ, save thyself and us." There 
is no contrition, no repentance, for sin, no desire that 
sin be removed: only a protest against its -consequences. 
Thus to-day many a pulpit is .busy trying to evolve a 
scheme of life that will eliminate the cross. Men would 
tell us that war came because the churches failed to 
prevent it. Now many people are busy saying that the 
chuTches have failed to prevent the depression. Half the 
preachers of the world, jt seems to me, have turned aside 
from their proper business, and with the ability of 
amateurs, and with about an amateur'lS measure of suc
cess, they are propounding impossible theories of econO:
mics. They are trying to invent a machine that will 
take away the thorns. They would, by human effort, 
create a paradise on earth. They say that a religion 
which does not provide men with a good 'house, plenty 
to f;at and to wear-and I suppose a car to ride in, and 
many other of life's luxuries-unless religion does that, 
they will have none of it. 

Many people grumble at the ohurch, at ministers, and 
at Christians in general, because there. are thorns and 
thistles on the earth, 'because there are still crosses upon 
which men find themselves crucified. They say, "We 
will not believe unless you can give us a religion without 
a cross, and life without suffering and pain." They sow 
their fields and blame God for the harvest.. As a term 
of their ~aith in God, while boasting of t)1eir Tationalism 
and nicknaming faith credulity, they. demand 'that God 
shall change the very nature and constitution of things, 
and make thistledown produce' daisies; and the carnal 
mind, set at rectangul~r put"pOses to God's will-which 
is. another name for the law.of God and the nature of 
things demands that life shall produce no cross. This. 
man's whole life had beep. set in the direction of Golgotha, 
and now he asks. only that the effect be remov~d, while 
the cause remains. 

God would have to change the nature of the whole 
universe. He would have to change His own nature, the 
facts. of life being what they are, if earth could be found 
without a cross, or without thorns and thistles.' There 
is a law to the effect that whatsoever a man soweth that 
shall he also reap. We are only reaping' what we have 
sown. The world is reaping. the fruits of its own sowing. 
Yet men would fain claim the right to sow their fields with 
any seed they like, and then growl at God when the 
harvest comes. That is what was wrong with this man. 
The cross, and all that it represented, was the inevitable 
result of the entrance of sin into the world. Shut your 
Bibie if you will, and read the story of any huma,n life, 
but before you have completed its history, you will find 
y~u have made your way from Genesis to Golgotha. 
. This man demanded that Jesus tChrist should prove 

that He was what' He claimed to be.. I wonder can I 
persuade you to put your thinking caps on this evening, 
-even in church? People, as 'a rule, do not think in 
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church. The ohurch that asks people to think, as a rule 
does not attract the people. If you say nothing, and say 
it pleasantly, the many are pleased. 

Jesus Christ could not save that man from the cross 
and be Christ.' The condition which unbelief laid down 

, as a term of faith involved, on the part of the Christ to 
Whom it was addressed, a violation of His own nature. 
He was, and is, ,the Author of life: "All things were 
made by him; and without him was not anything made 
that was made." He was the Author of the nature of 
things, and it was because of the nature of things that 
a sinner was reaping the fruit of his own sowing. They 
spake most truly, although they said it in mockery, "He 

, saved others; himself he cannot save." 
I remind you that this man prayed. This man actually' 

asked for salvation: "Save thyself and us." There are 
thousands of people who pray for salvation in exactly the 

,same way. How often have I heard it at the graveside! 
How often have I heard it in other places-men who read 
their prayers. We all want to be saved. If I were to 
ask this congregation who among you desire to go to 
heaven, every orie of you would respond. If I were to 
ask everybody within these walls who desires to be saved, 
to indicate that desire, if you were allowed to put your 
own 'interpretation on what salvation involves, you would 
all want to be saved. We want to be saved from the 
cross. Men want to ,be saved from the consequences of 
their sins, without, being saved from sin itself. It cannot 
be done. Jesus Christ came for something vastly more 
than to save us from the consequences of sin. He did 
come for that, but for something more than that. 

And marK you:' there was no response from the central 
Cross to this prayer for salvation. Jesus Christ gave 
Him no answer. The cross, with its pain, its agony, its 
shame, its hopelessness, its helplessness, its utter darkness 
and blackness; remained-and Jesus did nothing to lighten 
its gloom. 

We sometimes speak of "the dying thief". Please 
remember there were two dying thieves, and only one of 
them was saved; .the other died in his sin, even as our 
Lord said, "If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die 
in your sins." 

This is the solemn fact that I bring before you, that it 
is possible for a man to come very close to Jesus Christ, 
so close as almost to' be sprinkled with His precious 
blood, it is possible for a man to taste to the full, so far 
as it may be tasted in this life, the fruit of a life of sin, 
it is possible for a ma,n to come to a cross of his own 
fashioning, and to die a death which he has really ordered 
by his o~ sin, to come actually into the presence of God, 
and actually to address a prayer to Jesus Christ, and yet 
to go from the. side of the wondrous Saviour straight to 
hell itself. Going to church will not save you. Saying 
prayers will not save you. Being religious will not save 
you. It means something more than that actually to pass 
from death unto life. 

III. 
Very well, then, look at the 'other cross, THt C~oss OF. 

F AITB1. The other thief died. He was not saved from 
the cross by his faith. He'died just as did the, unbeliever. 
This ,thie£accepted the 'cross. His faith found no ob
stacle to faith in the cross itself, because he admitted 
that he suffered the due, reward of his deeds. No man 
wili ever believe truly hi the Lord Jesus Christ until he 
is brought, by divine grace, to a position where he will 

be able to accept the work of Christ in His behalf. And 
that involves a recognition of the fact that our own sin ' 
deserves the cross, that "the wages of sin is death". . 

I would not do anything to discourage anybody from 
doing his best to make this world a little happier to live 
in. I do not blame anyone for removing stones, or doing 
anything they can to lessen, the harvest of thorns and 
briars. There may be a shortage of other products, but 
there is no shortage of thorns and briars. But we must 
recognize that life is what it is because sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin. Do not complain of your 
lot, whatever it is, however difficult your situation, for 
everything short of hell is' mercy for everyone of us. 
If we had our desert, we should find our way to the 
cross, without hope. It is only because of the Cross in 
the midst that the pain of the cross of the believer is 
mitigated, and that the thorns are changed into a crown 
set with rubies. 

Have you come to ,the cross to see yourself there? I 
fear this will soon 'be deleted from some of the hymn 
books, but can you sing it? 

"There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their gUilty stains." 

And can you sing the second verse? 
"The dying thief rejoiced to see 

That ·fountain in his day." 

You can sing that, can you not? But can you make the 
next two lines your own?-

"And there may I, as vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away." 

This man acknowledged the justness, the justice, of his 
own condemnation.. And, on the other hand, his faith 
discerned the sinlessness of J esu~ Christ, ,for he said to 
his fellow-malefactor, "This. man hath done nothing 
amiss." By the illumination of the Spirit of God he was 
enabled to recognize that He Who died upon the central 
cross was not dying for His own sins, but for the sins 
of others. Can you accept that? 

This man was not afraid to confess his faith in the 
most difficult place. Tohere on the cross, and in the 
darkness, he rebuked unbelief, saying, "Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?" 
Then to the Central ·Sufferer he said, "Lord, remember 
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. I am on the 
cross w~th Thee. I do not ask to be saved therefrom. I 
deserve it all. But there is another life than this. There 
is a better day than this. There is a kingdom that is to 
come. Remember me when Thou comestinto thy 
kingdom." 

I fear we shall have to recover the lost emphasis. While 
laying no less emphasis upon the profitableness of godli
ness in the life that now is, we ,must emphasize more 
strongly jts profitableness to, the life that is to come. 

You do not know how near the life beyond. may be; 
and in 'all probability it is ·very much nearer than the 
fortune you dr:eam about, and the better material con
dition for which you long. Well may we pray: 

"Be near me when my feet 
, :.' Are slipping o'er 'the brink; 

For it may be I am nearer home, 
Nearer now than I think." 
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Our Lord Himself enjoined us, "Lay not up for your
selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt" and where thieves break through and steal: but" 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal." We are admonished to "seek 
those things which are above". 

Jesus answered with a promise tJf salvation. There is 
no necessity for anyone to leave this house without sal
vation. You may have it now, as did this dying thief. 
"Behold, now is the accepted' time; behold, now is the' 
day of salvation." Jesus Christ said, "To-day shalt thou 
be with me." That is the main thing. It makes little 
difference where we are, if we are with Christ. Paul 
said, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Heaven or earth, it i,s' all one with me if Christ be my 
portion, and I am one with Him., I can endure the 
hardness"-and so he did; and so did others who fol
lowed in his train. So did the martyrs, who went home 
in chariots of fire. 

"To-day shalt thou be with'me in paradise." That is 
a ,text in itself, and I shall not expound it except to say 
that wherever Jesus Ohrist is, is paradise. And that is 
a shorter way to paradise than the way of the econ'Omist, 
a quicker way to paradise than any statesman can mark 
out for us: the entrance to paradise is found through 
faith in Christ. To trust Him, to receive Him, to have 
Him as your Saviour, is immediately to enter into 
paradise. In spite of all 'Our tears, all the deprivations 
of this lower life, we should be a:ble, like that old saint 
of whom you have heard, wh'O, in the' cellar, with nothing 
before her but a cup of water and a dry crust 'Of bread, 
with her face ,lifted to heaven, and with some of heaven's 
glory upon her countenance, said, "Father, I thank Thee 

'for all this, and Christ beside." 

Let us have Christ only. I know of no other way. 
Two weeks ago to":night there was an aged saint here, 
apparently in the best 'Of. health; but she had gone to be 
with Christ before the next' Sunday. And I suppose it 

, is certain that amOlig'those who have heard this' simple 
message, within these walls, or ov.er the air, some will 
never hear the gospel again. It will be God's mst appeal 
to some. It was now or never with that dying thief: it 
had to be "to-day". 11: could n'Ot possibly have been to
morrow. Let it be, to-day: "To-day, if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts." Let it be now. "Be
lieve on the Laid Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be' saved." 

Let us pray: 
o Lord, we beseecll Thee to bless 'Us once more. Let Thy 

gracious Spirit acoomopany the 'testimony of Thy word. And, 
though we may never ,hear of it here, when Thy' 'great day' 
shall coone; and! the hooks are opened, 'and' the other book 
which is the '1>ook of life, may it 'appear that many shall 
have to praise Thee through all eternity for this evening'5 
service. God be merciful to us all as sinners, cleanse us in 
the 'blood of, the L!Jim9, and save :u.s by Thy great salvation. 
Make us' new creatures in 'Christ, heirs of God, 'and joint
heirs with Jesus' Chri&t, Thine only beloved Son, for His 
name's sake, Amen. 

THE FOUNTAIN FILLED WITH BLOOD. 

A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 
De1ive~ed in Jarvis Street BaptiSil: Church, Toronto, 

Thursday Evening, November 17th, 1932. 
(As students were writing ,their quarterly examinations in 
Biblical Theology ,this evening, the regular course was 

suspended until next week). 
(Stenogra'PhieaJJy Reported) 

LectUre Text: 1 John, chapter 1. 
To'O readily, I' think, most of us assume familiarity 

with certain portions of the Word of God. We dare to 
speak of the word of the Infinite as though ill: had become 
to us ,a kind 'Of ,commonplace, as though we had exhausted 
its 'meaning.' I got a letter this week, almoSil: an amusing 
letter, which displayed nothing so muth as the utter 
,ignorance' of .the writer. Very condescendingly, at the 
conclusion of the letter, he assured me that he was quite 
willing to give the benefit of his superior knowledge to 
any wh'O desired it. It was very kind of him, I am sure! 
"Desiring to be teachers of the law; understanding neither 
what they say, nor whereof they affirm," Paul said, de
claring there were some who needed to be taught the 
first principles. They remind one of an adult who finds 
his way into the kindergarten class, and, hav,ing learned 
stammeringly, and with some few errors, to repeat the 
alphabet, he applies for a position as professor of philo-

, sophy in a university. 
So we are all disposed to magnify ourselves, and to 

imagine that we have apprehended, when it ought to be 
Qur constant and humble £onfeasion that "I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but Ithis one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are hehind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
'the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus". We quote verses that we have all erred 
in calling "familiar". It. is impossible for the finite mind 
ever 11:0 become "familiar" with the word of the Infinite. 
No one is so afraid of the sea, no one respects its maj
esty, nor takes such precaution not to expose himself to 
its fearful powers, as the "old salt", as those wJIo "go 
down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters". 
Thus the more we look into the Word, the more we aJlow 
our .minds to dwell upon it, the more I am sure we s~all 
be humbled befo~e God. 

I. 
Here is' 'one verse with II:he letter of which we are 

nearly all "familiar": "The blood cif Jesus Christ his Son 
c1eanseth us from all sin." We have quoted it again and 
again. Sometimes we relegate it to the initial experience 
of the Christian life. We find it a most useful verse to 
quote'to those who are ,seeking forgiveness ,of sin, and 
eternal life t~rough faith in the Lord Jesus, Christ. It 
may ,be so used; but it is a word tmat was written ,to be
lie~rs, and written by one who had had a very long 
experience of divine grace; it was proba.bly written at a 
time when he was rather an aged SaiBt. . 

The blood of Jesus Christ, of course, cleanseth' the 
sinner. We have no hope apart from that. I need not 
labour that: that is one of ·the assumptions, it becomes 
to the' believer a spiritual axiom. It is beyond argument. 
We know that "he was made of a woman, made under 
the law", that He became a curse for us, and that thus 
He redeemed us from the curse 'Of the law. We 
havl;! repented of our sins. We have sought forgive
ness at the mercy-seat ....:... and we have found it. We 
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rejoice in the great fact, that sin in its totality, the sum 
of it, sin in, the aggregate, so far as the life of the 
believer is concerned, has been laid upon Christ: "The 
Lord hath ~ade to meet upon him the iniquity of us aU." 
We count the life of the Lord Jesus to be of such value 
that when He died in our room and stead He satisfied 
the utmost requirements of the divine law, ministered to 
the divine holiness, and restored the balances, making it 
possible for God to be just and the Justifier of him who 
believes on Jesus Christ. That is our foundation; upon 
that we stand. ' ' 

I suppose believers will occasionally be thrown into a 
retrospectiv.e ~ood. You cannot help reviewing your 

, past, counting up your failures, and feeling how utterly 
you have fallen short. I hope we all indulge occasionally 
in that very healthy exercise, so that ,we may the more 
magnify the atoning work of our Lord. 

I was converted when a lad in my ,teens, and sin seemed 
bad enough then. I saw dimly, 'I think, into this philo
sophy; but it was a superfidal view, such a view as be
longed to a limited experience-for what do boys and 
girls 'know of the heinousness of 'sin? It is 'bad enough. 
It is evil enougH. We know only as it is revealed to us 
by the Spi~~t of God, and even the Spirit of God dwells 
with us according to the measure of our understanding. 
He does not put the head of a mature man upon the 
showders of a boy in his teens, but even to such it is 
horrible enough; and I saw enough to know that nothing 
but the hlood of Jesus Chri-st His Son could cleanse me 
from my sins. But when we hold that in retrospect, and 
think of all the intervening years, the magnitUde of the 
Cross grows upon you, and the. infinite value of that great 
Sacrifice becomes more real and more precious; on the 
other hand, you ,become more 'deeply' aware of your own 
sin-and not only of 'your sin, but of your sinfulness-and 
become increasingly amazed at' the capadty of your own 
nature for sin. I believe it is true that- ' 

, "Those who fain would serve' Him best 
Are conscious most of sin within." 

It is impossible to ,dwell in the light with Him without 
feeling ever more deeply the greatness of the miracle 
that Goq should have found any way by which sin could 
be forgiven. But He has. As thus we view that initial 
experience it becomes more and more precious to us to 
be able to say, "The blood' of' Jesus Christ his Son 

.cleanseth us from all sin." 
I am glad my debt is paid. Aren't you? 'No matter 

what else has happened to ~s, no matter what our con
dition, to ,~'assured that that one stupendous matter has 
been ta1ren"<laFe 'o(by the GOd or "grace, and forever set
tled, is 'a m:itacl!!.:' '" That, is' the big thing. I was going 
to say if we equId live'to be'as Qld as the oldest man, but 
let me raithef say'when we' have lived to the farthest reach 
of the eternity thaf is to be, 'we shall never cease to be 
amazed at that 'miracle. When we get a glimpse of the 
divine glory" and become aware of the perfection, the 
absoluteness, of the divine holiness, and 'find that we are 
actually .there with God in 'spite of our sin, what wonder
ful times we shall have as we discourse together of the 
marvels of divine grace-if it were nothing more than 
provision for the cancellation, the putting away, nay, 
more than that; ,the forgetting, the blotting out of our sins. 
N othingbut the blood of Jesus Christ can do that. There 
is no other gospel than that. 

But that is in ,the past, and you and I have to live in 
the present. Sometimes, I dare say, we wish we could 
be transported suddenly into the glory; but we cannot. 

We must await the divine pleasure. Here we are, sub
j eot to all our weaknesses, and to all the evil tendencies of 
our old natures. How often-how often we stumble, and 
sometimes we ,fall: But whether we stumble or faU, the 
closer we come to the light the more We ,see of our own 
sin., The Bi'ble anticipated, in the spiritual realm, the 
principle of the Roentgen Rays, of X-ray, that pene
trates everything. The Word of God has an X-ray 
power: "The word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper' than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.r' 

The more diligently we study the Word, and the more 
w.e know of its principles, the more we come to under
stand the quality of our own nature. I sometimes wonder 
where people live who would magnify human nature, and 
try ,to persuade us that it is as the most refined gold, that 
there is no dross left in it. I have seen enough of human 
nature to have a bad opinion of it. I have had oppor
tunity to study it at close hand-I do not mean yours: I 
mean my own. We can aU pronounce an opinion upon 
somebody else, but it is a good thing to have a fairly 
a'ccurate appraisal of ourselves. Be tolerant and charit
able toward . others, but be merciless to yourself. As we 
come to understand that, there is danger of our viewing 
that truth one-sidedly, not to see it in its wholeness, its 
completeness, to see the fault without its remedy, and 
to forget the tense of, the verb employed, "The blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth." It is always cleansing. "The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

,In spite, not only of our past sins, but of our presenti 
defects and deficiencies, in spite of all that, the blood of 
Jesus Christ is as a river that is always flowing over us. 

Have you seen a bright crystal stream flowing down 
a mountainside? If something is thrown into it, cloud
ing its purity, it is only a few minutes until the stream is 
just as dean as ever; the bed of it is as clear as before, 
washed clean by that ever-flowing stream. The blood of 
Jesus Christ ,is not to be viewed merely historically, as 
something that was historically efficacious, as something 
that was offered in the distant past for our sins; the blood 
0'£ Jesus Christ has a voice- not that it did speak, but that 
it now "speaketh better things than that of Abel". The 
blood of Abel cried from the ground in condemnation 
of the murderer. Jesus Christ was murdered so far as 
human hands were concerned: "By wicked hands (ye) 
have crucified and slain." But even as He died He cried, 
"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." 
The blood of Jesus Christ, so far 'as the believer is con
cerned, has a voice, not of condemnation, nor of accusa
tion: the blood of Jesus ,Christ-speaks better things than 
that of Abel. It ha,s a present value because it is con
tinuously operative, cleansing us from all sin, and keep
ing us clean. 
~ That is a comforting reflection, not only that the sins 

of the past may be forgiven, but that it is our privilege 
this very moment, as believers, to ,be assured that every 
stain is washed away, and that at this moment we are 
without spot before Him, reckoned so to be, "complete 
in him, which is the head of all principality and power". 

Let me explain. Jesus Christ appears now in heaven. 
By all means, properly estimate the historic J f"sus. Have 
a clear view of His death, burial, and resurrection, His 
Deity, and all that flows out of that. But let us remem
,ber that Jesus Christ has entered into the heavens 
through the rent veil of His own flesh as our High 
Priest. He has entered heaven itself; ,"For Christ is' not 
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entered into the holy place made with hand$, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us.: n~r yet that. he should offer himself often, as the high 
prIest entereth mto the holy place every year with blood 
of others; for then' must he often have suffered since 
the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of 
the w01:ld hath he appeared to put away sin by the sac
rifIce of himself." "With his own blood" now He ap
pears. Now He is our Representative. . He is always 
there, and will be always there until He shall rend the 
veil and appear again. For that "blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ", we look. 

But as you let your mind dwell upon that, and antici
pate it, and by His grace hecome numbered with those 
who "love his appearing"-s'hall I dare to say it-be 
glad .af His disappearance. He said, "It is e*pedient 
for you that I go away: for if I.go not away, the Com
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you." He left this world for our advan
tage. He returned to heaven, and 'entered throug'h the 
veil of His own flesh into the holiest of all, of which the 
ta'bernacle was but a figure, with His own blood, there 
t-o appear, noOt occasionally, but to he continuously 
present. for ever: "Wherefore he is able also to save 
them- to the uttermost (completely, forevermore) that 
come ~nto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
inter-cessioOn for them." Jesus Christ is hourly, momen
tarily. continuously, pleading the merit of His own 
blood in behalf of His ·believing people before the 
fhrone of God; and that blood cleanseth us from 
all sin. 

But are there noO conditions attached to t,hat? Oh. 
yes. "If we walk in the tight, as he is in the light." 
We must come into the light. We must bring our 
lives into the light of His·Word. As we do so, what
ever' is in us that is contrary to His holiness will be 
made known to us. Not all at once. There are cer
tain things a tittle 'boy does for which he is reproved. 
His father or his mother says, "You must not do that: 
you must do so-and-so." But the father, while the 
boy is young, does not lecture him on thing'S whi·ch 
the child could not pos'sibly understand. There are 
little things that will be sloughed'oOff as the personality 
of the child develops, and the wise father and mother 
say, "We wilt not trouble him just now about mere 
childish manners that are' out of place." As he grows 
up these things are corrected in the lad's life from day 
to day. 

And so with us. The Lord is as tender as in the 
days of His flesh, when He said, "I have' yet many 
things to say unto you, but yecannot bear them now." 
The. Lord does not tell us things that we cannot 
understand. He leads us a step at a time, as we are 
willing to be led. When we get to heaven, one of the 
things we shall be thankful f.or is that the Lord did 
not show us all that was involved in our sin at one 
glance. I have sometimes thougp,t if we could know 
what sin is, as God knows, it would make faith almost 
impossible. The doctor does not tell you everything. 
He holds much back. Did you ever travel.on a train 
when the train stopped somewhere other than at a 
station? And did you ·ever observe how uncommuni
cative railmad offi·cials have been trained to be? How 
politely they can tell you they do not know anything! 
Riding at the ba~k of the train you have difficulty in 

finding out that the engine has broken a rod, and that 
there will be a delay of some hours. The conductor 
and the trainmen know it is well that passengers 
should not know too much. An official once· said ·to 
me, "It is a good thing· that passengers do not know 
the risk they take.·" 

There are many things in life that the Lord lets us 
~now a little at a time, as we are able to understand. 
"If we walk in the tight, as he is in the tight", He will 
show us from time to time. 

Walking thus in the light we shall have "fellowship 
one with another"-and not merely with each .other, 
for "truly ·our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ". It is true that if believers 
walk in the light, they will have 'fellowship with each 
other, but "if we walk in the tight, as he is in the 
light", we shall have felloO.wship with Him. 

And if we walk with Him, His attitude toward sin 
will 'become ours, so far. as we kIlOW it. "If we con
fess our .sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." Thus 
day by day, and hour by hour, it is -,our privilege .to 
appropriate the :cleansing effi,cacy of. the blood of 
Christ, and to know that there is nothing between us 
and Christ. . . 

I ip.tended to say all that in a sentence or: two, 
therefore the remainder you will have to thin15:'out fol;' 
you·rselves. 

II. 
I(that be true, how does it condition me as a child 

of God? Believing in Christ, I am adopted. into the 
divine family; I have become a ·child of God. Did you 
ever wish you had plenty ,af money so that you would 
not have to patch your clothes? Many people who 
never did that sort of thing are learning so to .do in 
the--what is that familiar word ?-depression. Would 
it not be comfortable to have such' resources that you 
·couId do as you like? I heard a preacher say once that 
he was a member of a large family, and that. he had 
been .taught to ·be as economical as possible with towels. 
With towels!· Did you hear that? T-o-w-e-I-s.. The 
thing you wipe your hands and face with after .you 
'have washed-the thing that .children use tQ·wipe their 
faces with when they have not washed! Th~s. preaocher 

. had been taught, 'because of the large family, to reg~rq 
washday, and to 'be economical with tow.els .. And he 
said he had so formed the ha:bit that when he grew 
.~p, and found himself as he often di~, in the bathroom 
of a hotel, where there were towels and towels, he 
was reluctant to use a dean one--he kept on using 
the soiled one as a matter of hanit. 

I will let you into a s·ecret. I have trav·elled a good 
deal, and ,have spent a good many hours in hotels, 
and a good many nights on sleeping-cars. I do not 
like it, but I do ·enJoy the luxu.ry of using as many 
towels as.I tike,-'-using' ~ne, and throwing it away; 
using another, and throwing it away. It is a great 
luxury to be able to' use as many towels as you like. 

Weare children of God. We live itl. a palace. We. 
have angels for our ministers. And there is no reason 
why we should not 'be kept dean. There is no need 
to be ·economical. Every minute our hearts may cry 
out to our Intercessor; nor shall we ever find the tine 
busy. You will never find Heaven's ex:change saying, 
"Holc;l the line, please." There is always an instant 
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response: "The blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean seth 
us from all sin." \Ve can wear our best clothes all 
the ~ime, and be sure they will never wear out. 

The implications of that work out .for yourselves. 
I heard a man once say that it ministered to his sel£
respect when ,he got a new suit of clothes. I have 
_had men come to me here who had been office men, 
men used to doing clerical work. T,he clothes they 
poss'essed were clothes that were fitted for such work. 
The man is out of work, and someone says, "But why 
does he not work at something-at anything?" That 
is very good in principle, but I have had a man say 
to me, "I am willing to work at anything, but this 
!'!uit is all I ow:n, and if I ruin it, what shall I do?" 

Sometimes we feel ourselves to be beI.ow par. We 
are afraid to call ourselves children of the King. There 
is no reason for it. Did you ever come ,from a motor 
trip in a sandy country? I mean, where the mads 
were not paved? But there is something worse than 
that. Did you ever travel on an express train across 
the Arizona desert, the Southern ,Pacific or Santa Fe, 
with the sand, like snow in the winter-time, coming 
in every possible crevice-through the floor, through, 
the window-until you could fed it in your mouth, 
on your teeth, in your hair, ,everywhere? . After a while 
the steward came through saying, "Dinner now served 
in the dining-car", but you felt like saying, "What do 
I want ,of dinner? Give me a bath-room; let me get 
away from all this." 

Did you ever feel like that spiritually? Who of us 
has not? Here it is: "The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son deanseth us from all sin." Then we can come to 
di~mer. Then we 'can pray-never on the ground of 
our own merit, but we can go into the Father's pres
ence always. There need 'he no barriers. 

I knew a ministeria:l friend who gave orders, as he 
went to his study one morning, that on no account 
was he to be disturbed, that no one was to come to 
the study on any pretext short of a fire. While he was 
in the midst of his work a little toddler walked in as 
though he owned the whole place. His father tried 
to be cross, and said very sternly, "What do you 
want?" "Nussin'." His father put down his pen, 
and his majesty proceeded to climb up on his knee. 
"What do you mean by disturbing me? What do you 
want?" "Nussin'." '·'Then why did you come, .when 
I expressly said I was not to be disturbed?" He put 
his ,chubby arms around his father's neck and kis'sed 
him, ,saying, "Just to tell you that I love you." It 
took all the scold out of the father. The door .was open 
into his father's presence, and he felt he 'had a right 
there. 

When this great truth is rea:lized by us, that we have 
access to the immediate presence of God, even when 
we do not need anything in particular, only to tell Him 
that we love Him, that is heaven. And when. we do . 
need Him-and when do we not ?-'-we can plead our 
cause with Him: 

I have only thought aloud this evening of some of 
the things I have been tpinking about to-day. Th~y 
brought' me ,comfort, arid I thought I 'would pass them 
on to you. God help us to revel in the luxury of His 
love, and in a realization of the truth that "the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son deanseth us from' all ,sin." 

FROM THE "WITNESS" MAIL BAG. 
Paducah, Ky. 

November 10th, 1932. 
"Dear Sirs: 

"You will please find enclosed two dollars' for the renewal 
of my subscription to THE GOSPEL WITNESS. This paper, 
for a number of years, has shed its spiritual light upon my 
pathway. I feel that I could not do Without it, as it seems 
to have become a part of me. 

"I am living in the happy anticipation of hearing the 
Editor of this paper in the near future, when he is inclined 
to turn his face toward the States, and visit our church, let
ting the people of our congregation haye the delight of so~e 
of his great messages that have charme$l thousands of hIS 
readers. ' 

Sincerely, 
------" 

London, Ont., 
October 25th, 1932. 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 
"I am very glad to renew my subscription to THE GOSPEL 

WITNESS for another year. It is the most appreciated of 
all the papers that enter this home, and I only wish I could 
send a substantial donation along with the subscription. I 
find the church to which I belong needs most of my gifts, 
especially in these days of reduced ·wages. 

"I have taken THE GOSPEL WITNESS for several years, and 
though I have seldom had the privilege of hearing Dr. 
Shields, I feel well acquainted through the pastoral nature 
of the paper, and I thank God for such high class fellowship. 
May God continue to furnish you with. spiritual food for the 
feeding of your large flocks of readers, and in doing so, may 
He 'sustain you in all your labours, and give you joy. 

"Thanking you for what cannot be paid for with money, 
I remain, . . .' .. 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 

----"'---- ,. 

Kansas City, Missouri, 
O«tober 14th~ 1932. 

"I am writing you for Mrs: , of Horton, Kansas. 
and enclosing cheque for $20.00. She' wishes you to use part 
of this to pay for your paper sent to .her, and the balance 
to send the paper to others according to your discretic;m. You 
may know of some missionaries and poorly paid ministers, 
and even some who are devout Christi'ans not in the minis
try, and yet unable to pay the subscription price. She sends 
this that you may use it in sending your paper to any such 
as these, and use your own judgment in doing so. Mrs. 

rejoices in t~e work you are do~n.g. ---.--:.-=-- Minister." 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 

Manitoulin Islal\d, Onto 
October 24th, 1932. 

"Enclosed find money 'order to renew my subscription to 
THE GOSPEL WITNESS. Thank you for the paper. It is staff 
and stay-and more--to me. I give thanks to our heavenly 
F3ther every day for ~t and yourself. 

. "Faithfully yours. ' 
------,,. 

Hamilton, Ont., 
October 25th, 1932. 

"Dear Editor: 
"I . enjoy the weekly messages of THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

very much, and seek to apply them to my own heart and 
life. When I am through with them I pass them on to 
others. "I remember you always in prayer, that His richest 
blessing ~y !lie 'Yours." 

THREE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 
Tlhr.ough lack of space we have occasionally' 'been forced 

to omit the Sunday School Lesson. We 'publish three this 
week in, order to catc'h up, having had word from some of 
the more distant schools that use the outline' appearing in 
THE GOSPEL .WITNESS that it does not reach ,them in time. Only 
one will be printed as' usual next week. . 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson Leaf 
'VoL 7 No.4 

REV. ALEX. THOMiSON, EDITOR. 

.Lesson 49 Dec. 4th, 1932 
FOURTH QUARTER. 

'THE ALTAR OF. REUBEN AND GAD. 
Lesson Text: Joshua, chapter 22. 

·Golden Text: "God forbid that we shOUld 
rebel against the Lord, and tum this 
day from following the Lord, to 
build an altar for burnt offerings, 
for meat offerings, or for sacrifices, 
beside the altar of the Lord our God. 
that is before his tabernacle."-Josh. 
22:29. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday-Lev. 17:1-9. 
Tuesday-1 Kings 12:25-33. 
W~dnesday-2 Peter 2:1-8. 
'l'hursday-2 Peter 2:9-22. 
Friday-Gal. 1:1-12.' 
Sarurday-1 John 4:1-9. 

:1. THE TRIBES SENT HOME, (vs. 1-9). 
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sary to state ,that God mows more than 
man, yet tl),ere are some who act es if 
they had: more wisdom than the Al
mighty. If men would 'obey the com
mandments of God they would save 
themselves mu'Ch trOlUble end sorrow, and 
enjoy life in a 'better and higher man
ner. Note the need for following the 
l"evealed will of God in relation to 'life 
and teaching. It gives informatiori, in
spiration, and 'guidance, ·and .cannot be 
dispensed with in the divinely reguJated 
Hfe. 

Joshu'a also enj(linechthe tribes to .love 
the Lord their ,God, to waIk in all His 
ways, to keep His coinm·and!ments, to 
cleave unto Him, and to serve Him with 
all Ibheir heart and soul, (v. 5). This 
meant loving a real living person. While 
we believe in the ,personality of God we 
so.metimes fail to treat Him 'as a person. 
He receives none (If 0'U:l" affec·tion, and 
we simply work in His name. OUT l(lve 
is exclusively bestowed uTlon ,human 
beings, and we think more 'of His ser
vice with ·its vaTio.us duties' than :we do 
of Himself. M'ay He enlllble us to be 
consciOlUs of His 'blessed ·presence, and 
to bes,tow our love upon Him. There is 
also implied in the albove eX'hortation, 
Faithfulness ifio God, end heartiness in 
His servke. After the eXlhOTtation 
Joshua sent them away laden with the 
rewards of service, ·and with his ~bless
ingl, (vs. 6-8). They therefore profited' 
from theiT :servicej end in furbure. the 
ChrIstian will receive his reward! in a'C
cordence with his faithfulness in the 
service of God, (1 Cor. ?:14). 

The general conquest 'of the land 'hav
:ing been accomplished, 'and ·eacll. tribe, 
with 'Or without the assistance (If neigh
:bouring tri'bes,being able to take care 
of 'any . enemies remaining in the land, 
·the tri'bes of Reuben and Gad. 'and the 
half tribe of Manasseh, whose elected 
portion was beyond the Jordan, were 
.-sent home. They had: faithfully per
.formed: their 'duties, and received com- II. THE BUILDING OF THE ALTAR, 
'menda'tion for the same from thei'!." (vs. 10-34). 
. leader. They had obeyed th'e commands 'On their return the two tribes and the 
of Moses and of JoshU!a, (v. 2), they had half tri'be erected all, altaT hy the Jordan 
'not left their !brethren all the time of river on the other side of' which lay 
their conflict of s'Ome years' dU'l"ation, their territory. It was a "great altar 
but had ,kept the charge of the oom- to see to", (v. 10), P'l"O'baibly a heap of 
m6ndment of the Lord their God, (v. 3) .. sto.nes and earth. The general pU!l'rpose 
'They were faithful to their charge. Diffi- of all, altar related to the worship of 
culties did not deter them .:6ro.m :the dis- God in sacri'fice, alth(lugh this one differ
·cha'l"ge of their diuty. Homesickness did ed! therefrom, Ibeing erected! merely illS' a 
'not make them turn back from following memorial for the Ibenefit of future 
the 'Lord, their loved! ones being 'on the ·generations. This pU'l."pose was 11,'0'1; 
-other side of the JOl"dan, (1:14). They undel"stood by the other tri'bes, and 
were neither s'hwkers nor quitters: they thinking tha·t its erection meant apostasy 
.acted In accord!ance with the principle from the pure wo'!."ship (If God they re
'that having .undertaken a duty they :mus't s-enJted the action, and ,gathered together 

. carl"Y it (lut faithfully. They therefore to go to war concerning .the matter, (v. 
'had thesatisfacti'OIL of going through 12). F'ortunately before takin.g such 
-with the job, and seeing its sU!ccessful drastic action a deputation was sent rfio 
:aceomplishanen't: . They were good at investigate and: interview the tribes con
ho.th ends ·of a duty, the beginning and cerned, (vs. 13, 14). 'l'his was a wise 
-the endling. WIth similaT faithfulnes,s plan, whereby the f:acts· of the' ease were 
-we sbould serve the' Lord', (Col. 3:2'3), diselosed and found n(lt to 'be as they 
willing to endu·re ·hardness in His service, appeared. We cannot always judge 
(2 Tim. 2:3), ·and taking up the cros·s, fro.m appearances, and ·it is the par:!; (If 

·denying self, and following Him, (Matt. wisdom' to withhold judgment U:nJtil we 
16:24). Note the loss sustained Iby the understand the ,particul'ars of any.given 
quitters, those Wiho ibegin a thin-g, and case. Note the identity of the members 
'leave off before it· is done, also the re- of the deputation, <th~i'l" ,positions, and the 
'w~d of the faithfu~, those who jU'8t keep importance ettaehed to their missi~n by 
:at It. the leaders of the nation. 
Ha~ng directed them'bes to return On their arrival the deputaJtion im-

·to theiT ho.m~s', .(v. 4), J~hua gives them mediately charged the tw(l··and· one half 
.:an exh(lr.tation ~p.eernIng. their f,ut~~e tri'bes with trespassin'g against God in 
·conduot. He elllOInS them to take ddI- the erection of their altar (vs.15 16) 
;gentheed. "~o do the commandment and . They aeeused ·them of tu'l."nbtg away' fr~ 
·the Iaw" Wil?-IC~ M,?ses ~lI:d ch;arged ~hem, God, and rebelling against Him, and re
(v. 5). ThIS lmphed hVIng In 'ObedIence minded them of the past apostasy of ,the 

.to the law of ,God. This. was their duty. people, and its sad consequences, (vs. 
It. was also the part (If WISdom to comply 17-20). They then advised! them if the 
-WIth the same. It may seem unneces- land of their p'ossession was. unclean 
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that they should pass over' into the ter
ritory of the other tribes in Oanaan, 
where the Lord's 1la:berna'Cle was, and 
not rebel against Him in setting urp an 
altaT of their own beside the altar ·of 
the Lord their God, (v. 19). The mem
'bers of the deputation gave evidence by 
their words and attitude, of their zeal 
for the unity end purity of their worship, 
and they wanted no innoVlwtions detri
mental to it. 

TIlIire is a need in the present day 
for a similaT zeal. The pure worship of 
God has been corru,pted ,on the one hand 
by othe '!."itualis-ts who have added! to the 
teaching of the gospel, !IUld on ,the other 
by the Modernists who have taken away 
therefrom. In the face of such 'false 
teaching we are enjoined to. contend 
earnestly for <the faith onee delivered 
unto the saints, (Jooe 3). There, is too 
much indifference (In the rpaTt of orth
odox people to this defiling of the wor
ship of God. .other altars Ibave been 
reared ·and Jehovah's. altar has heen 
neglected 'by many. It is ,surely time 
·to awaken·to.,the serious' condition now 
existing. We need not only to return 
to the scripture to find Qut the natuTe 
of its teaching, 'but we 'l"tlquire spiritual 
backbone for rohe truth when we find it. 
F'lalse teachIng would not exercise such 
'all, influence were it not supported by 
orthodox people. 'l'here sh,ould be no 
fellowship with it, for in giving it coun
tenance we share in its, guilt, (2 John 
10:11). There is a great need for real 
living militant servants of God. N CIte 
OUT Lord and His apostles in this re
spect; and such men as M·artin Luther, 
J'ohn Knox, Charles Spul'lgeon, and many 
others. May the Lord save us from a 
dead, compromising, complacent orth
odoxy w1hich is a OUTse to 'all whQ co.me 
in contact with it. 

The reply 'of the two and! one half 
trtbes was ,reassuring in that they denied 
any intenti:on ,of Tebelling against 'God 
in tUl"ning a'WIay from· Him in the erec
tion o()f their 'I11tar, (vs. 21, 22). . Their 
purpo.se was not to offer upon it any 
manner of offerings, (v. 23), but rather 
that it might be a memorial for :f.utu-re 
generati(lns, lest :the children of tho()se 
who dwelt in Canaan should uk the 
descendants of those on the other side 
of the Jordan wihat they had! to do with 
the Lord. God of Israel, ·and' shOl\lld in
form them that they had no rpart in the 
~nd, with the Tesult that their child'l"en 
would cease fr·om fearing the Lord, (vs. 
24, 25). '1'he altar was therefore built 
that it might he a witness to which 
futuTe generations might poinJt in sup
port of the unity of the people on both 
sides of the Jordan, (vs. 26-29). Their 
intention was therefore ,good, and the 
members of the deputation, and all 
Israel were pleased that no 'l"ebellion 
against God was imrplied: 'by <their action. 
They were relieved at the met Itself, 
and also with its consequence of con
tinued ,peace in the ranks of Israel. They 
would not require to go to war concern
ing the matter. Note that. apos·tasy 
brings trouble into the Tanks of the 
Lord's people, that the apostates are 
the trou·ble-makers, that it is, the duty 
and privilege of all true servants of 
God to oSI;andagainst error, /lnd that this 
should be done regaTdless of all conse
quences Which may ensue. 
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Wh I B'bl C "'L "L f derived from remembrance IOf God's Del e ourse ~ esson, ea goodness, in encouragement, stimulation, 
Vol. 7 No.4 and increase of grattitude and thanks-

giving. ·Considel"ation of .oUT blessings 
REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. is more beneficial than worrying over 

'QUt" tl"oubles and trials. We rare enjoined 
Lesson 50 . December 11th, 1932 in everything to give thanks. (1 Thess. 

FOURTH QUARTER. 5:18), 'and· S'Ueh an attitude is pleasing 

JOSHUA'S TESTIMONY. 
Lesson Text: Joshua, chapter 23. 
Golden Text: "Behold, this day I am go

ing the way of all ~he earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the' good things 
which the Lord your God spake con
cerning you; all are come to pass 
unto you, and not one thing hath 
failed thereof."-Josh. 23:14. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
M'onday-Psalm 119:1-8. 
Tuesday-Prov. 1:1-9. 
Wednesday.......oProv. 1:10-.23. 
Th'1lrsday-2 Peter 1:1-9. 
Friday-2 Peter 1:10-21. 
Saturday-Heb. 6:1-9. 

I. A RETROSPECT (vs. 1-4). 
The word-s of an aged servant .of God 

are always worth listening to, and par
ticularly so if SI1reh I8n one has· been 
miUCh used of God, 'and is tl;he occu'Pant 
of a favoured posi.tion in His service. 
He is then ISP~n'g 'out of his e~eri
ence .of the divine fellowshi.p, and his' 
w()rds ,bear the 'Sotamp of wisdom. Joshua 
had grown old in the ·service of J ehova:h. 
He had occupied a 'P'l'ominent position 
for a co.nsideJ.'l8Jble time; he had seen the 
manifestati()n 'Of 'God's :p.ower on many 
occ·asions, and knew the divine mind 
better :than 'any then alive, !but ihis days 
of active .service were nearing an end, 
and he would '!lOon depart to lbe with his 
rathel'lS. With the realization of his 
nel8r dep'arture from his: :peo.ple J o.sh. 
gave to them his testim!o.ny concerning 
the faithfulness ,of God, and exhorted 
them to be true to Him and to continue 
to receive His bles'sing, warning them 
at the same time .of the consequences of 
di"Sobedience. Note the signi1icance of 

, the messa;ge ,co.ming from such a .pers'o.n, 
and the wisdo.m of giving heed thereto. 

In 'O'l'der ·to reach the nation, and give 
solemnity ·and effect to ihis words, J asbu'a 
gathered all Israel together, with theiT 
elders, judges, and 'officers, and addressed 
them, (Y. 2). This must have been an 
affecting !Scene with toh~ old patriarch in 
the midet of his ·peo.ple, I8nd the .grel8t 
thro.ng of old! and ~ung 1IIl000t him" and 
with the memories of past dl8Ys !brought 
vividly to their attention. 'rnlere would 
be thanksgiving fOT that which IGod had 
wrought, sadness at the th.oughtl; of los
ing their leader, and aspimtion respect
ing the raitthful perfOT!1l1BllCe of their 
future duties. J oshUla first makes refer
ence to his age, (v. 2), then Teminds 
them .of that which the Lord had done 
unto the nations beeaUlse of them, for 
He had fought for them, (v. 3). Their 
victories were due to !\.he 'Presence of 
God with them, and the exercise of His 
power .on their behalf. No one could 
stand ibefore tbem. And if God be for 
us, who can be again'Sit us, (Rom. 8:31). 
Note the nature of God'So power, His' 
willingness to exercise it .on !behalf· of 
His people,and: the wisdom of trusting 
lIim implicitly, 'also the benefits to be 

to God. Joshua also makes ::reference to 
the division of the la~d among the 
people, (v. 4). 

II. A PROMISE, (va. 5-10). 
Wilth the past as a !basis Joshua gives 

to his people an encouraging promise 
concerning their' future pr()gres·s. First 
he imol'lms tl;hem that the Lord would 
expel from before ·them the nations yet 
remaining, and would drive them .out of 
theiT sight, and give them the land for 
a possession as He had promised, (v. 5). 
God would thus continue to 'maike Him
self strong ·on !behalf .of His people, (2 
Ohron. 16:9). The ehild 'Of God these 
days also hl8s enemies, who have n'O'l; 
,been driven out, ,but victory is certain 
in Ohrist, (~hil. 4:13). There is always 
the danger, 'however, that tl;hrough fail
ure to obey ,God defeat may take the 
place of victory, as in the oase .of Israel, 
and the enemy may ;be S'Ufl'ered to re
main to be a .thorn in the side of the 
defeated .one. Norte may be made .of the 
fact that vic-tory depends upon obedience 
to the will of God. 

After the .promise Ibhere :Iloll.ows the 
exhortation to be very oourageous, (v. 
6). Courage is a characteristic of all 
true servants 'Of God, manifes,ted, in the 
actions and atti,tude of o.ur Lord, (Matt. 
23:13), and in the lives of JO'hn the 
~'aptist, (Luke 3:7), Peter, (Acts 2:14), 
JOOm, (Acts 4:19, 20), and Paul, (Acts 
13:8-11), and many others, members of 
the early chure'h, (.AObs 4:31), and of 
later ages of the church, UllIto the present 
ti~e. Thl8t in which the people were to 
"be' very' couTageous is then specified. 
'l'hey were ",to keep and to do all that 
is written in the !book of the law of 
Moses", n.ot WTning aside therefrom 
either to the right or to Ithe left. Oourage 
was and is necessary to obey the re
vealed will of God. T,he human hear.t 
rebels against sueh 18 cours·e lof conduct, 
and 'tI;he world is at enmity against God. 
The one :who obeys :God is therefore 
peculiar to Iflhose who are living an .op
posite kind of life, and peTlSecution of a 
sUlbtle or open kind often ensues. ·Oour
age was' necessary for Israel noa-tionally 
to do God's will, and the same spirit is 
requh'ed in tohe presenJt day on the part 
.of the one 'Who would: please God. 'l'he 
necessity for this ob.sel'V'ance of Ithe law 
of 'God may also be emphasized. The 
Israelites were chosen to caTTy out the 
pUT:pose of God, and the law made this 
known, therefore the necessity for 
obedience thereto. ,N()te the du:tyand 
privilege of adhering tl;othe woI'd of 
God in the present time when there is 
so ,much false teaching, and wrong living. 

The Js.raelites were further enjoined 
to remain separate fl"OID the nations re
maining in their midst. . Tohey were not 
to go among them, nor were Ithey to 
make mention .of the name .of their gods, 
nor cause' to 6wear by them, nor serve 
them, nOT bow themselves unto them, 
(v. '7). SUJCh directi.ons were given for 
the P1lr.pOlSe of preventing the intr()duc
tion of idolatry into Israel. . Joshua 
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knew that if there should be associations 
with a heathen people, or if any COIUIlten
ance should !be given :to heathen g:ods, 
it would not be long before the idol08trous 
spirit would possess the Israelites, and 
the wOTship of Jehovah :be neglected. 
Oomplete separation Ibherefore was the 
only . ,preventive. There can be no 
fellowship :between God and idols, in aIllY 
age, Ibherefore those who ,serve God must 
forsa:ke all other gods, and give Hi.m the 
first place in their affections, (2 ·Cor. 
6:14, 7:1). The positive exhortation is 
given to cleave unto the Lord. (v. 8). 
They are reminded of the Lord's :power 
manifested .on their behalf, (v. 9), and 
encour.agementl; is .given conOOTnin!g their 
future victories. One man of them 
would chase a thous·and, for the Lord 
would fi·ght for them·, (v. 10). 

IlL A WARNING, (vs. 11-16). 
.ADter giving the promise ;relatting to 

Israel's ibright future ipl"ospect, Joshua 
uttered a warning concerning the neces
sity of o'bedience to the will of God, 
pointing out the consequences which 
would ensue fro.m diS()lbedience tohereto. 
The ISl"aelites were 'bidden to !l;a.ke heed 
that they loved the Lord Ibheir God, (v. 
11). In carrying .'OUt this· they would be 
obeying "the fir.st· and great command
ment", (Matt. 22:38), whieh lay att the 
very ,basis .of tohe law, (M'alfit. 22:(0). 
N()te how 'such love would lead UIS to 
right living in all the affa.irs of -life, thu.s 
instionctively 'Dbeying 'all the other com
IIl/ands of the law, 181so .the rightful ex
.peetancy f()r this on ,the part of ,God, 
and the way in which it may '8l'ise and 
:be cultivated through regeneration and 
divine fello"",·ship. It iIllay 100 O'bserved 
fuTther that this implies love for 'a per-, 
son, nOot for I8n or:ganiz'ation, iii- belief, 
.or a ·system of ethics 'Or relig~on. 

The warning follows tbat if the Israel
ites s'hould go iback arid cleave unto the 
remnant of the nations ;r.emaining I8mong 
,them, and make marriages' with them, 
thl8t the Lord would not drive them out 
fram 'before ,the:tp,' ibut they 'W!ould !be 
snares and tr.aps and scourges unto 
them, until they peris'hed 'Off Ibhe land 
,given to tohem iby God, (vs. 12, 13). They 
heeded not :this warning, and the conse
quences 'herein descr~bed were rolifilled. 
Bac~sliding brings its own punishment, 
and forsaking God means· for,,!,aking 
blessing. There is such- a thing as the 
anger of God, (vs. 15, 16), I8nd IS'l'l1el 
felt its power in the time of the Ju.dges, 
when God ,permitted the heatthen to 
overcome His ,people, als'D at various 
times later in their hiSltory, and I8t the 
period of the exile, (2"Ohl"o.n. 36:16), 
and later at the time of the final over
tohrow of Jerusalem in '70 A.D., 'and the 
lateT national disl8ster in 123 A.D. Dur
ing all that time. h'OWever, 'God was 
'appealing to His people, and .seeking to 
·bring them to repentance; 'but they 
wou,ld nDt respond except temporarily, 
and had to suffer the consequen'ces. Note 
the judgment Whieh is destined to :fa:11 
on sinners -in the .future, (Ma.tt. 25:(1), 
and warn thl8t now is Ib'he aooepted time, 
now is ,the day of salV'8Jtion. (2 Cor. 
6:2). See also the. significance of' 
JOSihuoa's statement that n.ot one good 
thing had failed of !all that God 'had 
spoken concerning IS1'&el, (v. 14). He is 
faithful that promised who also will do 
it, (Heb. 10:23, 1 Thess. 5:24). 
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Whole Bible Course Lesson Leaf 13) . One is impressed with the fact not forgive their transgressions or their 
that all the bles'sings Qf Israel were due sins, and if they forsook Him He would 

Vol. 7 No.4 solely to the grace of ,God. They re- do them hurt, (vs. 19, 20). Possibly there 
ceived because, He 'bestowed upon them were some whose opinion of ,the Lord's 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR His unmerited faV'our. They 'Were not service was ~pressed in this way, and 
worthy of His ,g:oodness, either in chaT- who counted it an evil service, and Joshua 
acter or works, yet He freely gave unto was but setting hefure the people that 
them. God acts the ·same these day,s in which some believed, to see if their re
velation to salvation. It is' all of <grace, solution to serve God would 'be ,as strong 
and n!>t of 'Works, (Eph. 2:8, 9). 'God's in the face of the difficulties and dangers 

Lesson 51 December 18th, 1932 
, . FOURTH QUARTER. 

JOSHUA'S DEATH. 
Lesson Text: Joshua, chapter 24. of the way, cons,;dered from their worst faithfulness is also manifest in ,this • 
Golden Text: "And if it seems evil unto recital of His w~rks. lSMel ,failed but aspect, as in the light of the mere ideal 

you to serve the Lord, choose you He always remained faithful, (Heb. of service. This statement was also to 
this day whom ye will serve; be taken as a warning that God w~uld 
whether the gods which your fathers 10:23). not overlo.ok sin, and as a caution agains.t 
served that were on the other side II. JOSHUA'S EXHORTATION, (vs. 14- a hasty and unthinking decision to serve 
of the flood, or the gods of the 28). God. N Me the New Testament teaching 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: Based on the record of the divine'in this respect, (Matt. 8:~9, 20;. ~6:24). 
but as for me and my house, we will goodness the exhortation was given with The people reaffirm their dec.lslon to 
serve the Lord."-Joshua 24:1:5. power, and'.evidently greatly stirred the serve God, (v. 21), they ~re remmded <?f 
DAIL Y BIBLE READI~GS. people. Several <bhings are wor;j;hy of the .f~ct that they were witnesses to. t~elr 

note res,pecting its nature and effect. deCISion, (v. 22), and they are enJom~d 
Monday-Deut. 34:1-12. First it called upon the ISTaelites to to. put awa~ th~ stran~e gods from their 
T,uesday-Ex. 32:25-35. 'h L d ( 14) W' h t _1.. midst and mchne their hear.ts unto the 
Wednesday-John 5:39-47. fea,r t e or, v. .' ~t ou ,su<>u. an Lord God of Israel, (v. 23). A decisi.on 
Thursday-Acts 1:1-9. attltu.d~ there. can .be ne~ther bles,smg to be real must manifest itself in action, 
Friday-2 Tim. 4:1-8. nor dIVIne ,service. There must be ~o~ly sentiment alone is unacceptable. God 
SaAiu:rd;ay-Matt. 27:15-26. reverence and whole-hearted S'Il:bmlS'slon eX!pects a clean life, and nothing else will 

I. JOSHUA'S RETROSPECTION, ( 'before ~nyo~e can .pleas~ 'God, II:nd th:e satisfy Him. The people again reaffirm 
VB. pers'on IS wise who ;mam~est~ thiS 'attl- their decision to serve God, (v. 24), and 

1-13). tu~e. (Pro,,: .. ·15:33). .servlc~,.lS t~e n~xt a covenant is. made in :relation thereto, 
As in the pr.evious chapter, so in this thmg. menb0Z:,ed, Ito 'be d~ne In smcerlty (v. 25), the words are written in the book 

one, J,oshua cites some facts of history and. m t'i"uth. Such lS the only real ,of the law of God, and the s'tone of wit~ 
in SUbstantiation of the ,goodness' of God servIce, whole-heartedly performed unto ness' is set u.p (vs. 26-28). 
to Israel on which to hase 'his exhorta- the Lord, (Col. 3:23). Lip service is ' 

. tion to his people. We noted in our last unacceptable, (Is. 29:13-14), and hy- III. JOSHUA'S DEATH, (vs. 29-33). 
lesson the 'benefit to be derived from pocrisy I'S ,an aboml·natl·on. af h hi "And it came to .pass ter t ese t ngs, 
thus contemplating the goodnes:s of God, The Israelites were next enj.oined to tha-t Joshua the son of Nun, the s.ervant 
such 'an attitude resulting in comfort, put away all o,ther goods· and to serve the 'of the Lord, died, -being an hundred and 
encouragement, gratitude, and incentive. Lord. God will not share a place in the ten years old", (v. 29). It was the priv-

We llote first the gathering of the heart, or in the service with another god. ilege of Joshua to serve the -Lord in an 
people, (v. 1). This was a national He must have the whole heart, and the outstanding position, and to 'be the re
assembly, solemn in character, and pre- whole s.ervice. Such teaching is made cipient of the divine favour in many 
pared before the Lord .to hear ·the divine known in the moral law, (Ex. 20:3) and ways. His faithful-ness was outstanding, 
mes's'age. It w.ould ,be well if the Lord's is clearly manifest throughout scripture. and his success clear and indisputable, 
people would gath:er in this lInanner be- H~Si people 'must be separated' peop·le, but his devotion was insufficient to retain 
fore Him w.hen ,they ,come Ito worship on putting away all that of which He dis- his presence on this earth :f.orever. One 
His day. They would then J.'Ieceive the approves. Note the right of God to de- hundred and ten years was the limit, 
utmost benefit from :the service. Pre- mand this of men, as He is the only true then he died. He went the way of all 
parati'on for SlUch 'a service is, necessary, God, the Creator and Redeemer of men. flesh. And it is well that we snould bear 
beginning at lea'st 'on Saturday evening. Following the injunction -po serve the in mind the fact that we also must die, 
'Ilhe 'solemn character of this service Lord, the people were requested to choose and pass from this s.cene. Few indeed are 
would be em.phasized hy the knowledge the service .they desired. If they thought permitted 110 live as long 6)s. J'oshua, the 
~f -the fact Ithat this was Joshua's last it evil to serve the Lord, they were en- average span of life being very much 
national mes'sage. and last words' are joined to choose whom they would serve, shorter. We should live continually pre
always worthy of attention, (2 Timothy the choice relating to the gods of the pared for this end, makling the most of 
4:6-8). It may 'be further observed heathen. But whichever way their choice every opportunity. The place of Joshua's 
that Joshua delivered ,God's messl8>ge· on went, Joshua made it clear that he and burial is- stated, his body being laid away 
this occasion. He began his add't'ess his house would s,erve the Lord, (v. 15). on his inheritance, according to the cus
with the important announcement-"Thus Note the courage 'of such a declaration, tom of those days', (v. 30). 
saith the Lord God of Israel", (v. 2). and the faithfulness to God manifested A significant commeht is then <made 
He had been God's mouthpiece through- therein, bearing testimony to the fact concerning ·the conduct 'of the people. 
out the period of his leadership, and he that our indivi.dual service of God should They "served the Lord all the days of 
l'emained that to the laslt. The privilege not: be, and IS not, dependent on the Joshua, and all the days of 1Jhe elders 
and responsibility attached to this may actiops of ,ochers .. No matter wthat ot~e'l's that overlived Joshua, and whiClh h'ad 
'be pointed ~ut also the fact th t each may do, .eac~ one IS pers!mally responSible kn~wn all the works' of the I,ord, that he 
dl'VI'nel called' h d ~'L • to God for hfe and serVIce. Note further had done fo'" Ia~ael" (v 31) Mter "he . y- preac er an teauuer I'S that this choice called for a decision ". '<>L •• " 

In the s'ame category. Those who teach which was pubiic, defi'nite, neces'sary, im- death >of ,these good men the people did 
s~o?ld therefore .~a.kesuTe that.they ~re mediate, and far reaching and momentous evil in the sight of the Lord, and brought 
glvmg fort~ ,God s message, and seeking in consequences. It called for the exer- U!pon themselves 1lhe divine judgment, 
to please Him, and not men, (-Gal. 1:10). cise of the will. See the choice of Moses, i<;'fl~:::e 2~~~rt!d ~;i~di~lif:a~::S~Z;::j 

In his addres·s Jos:hua relate,s import~ (Reb. 11:24-26) the ch>oice of Carmel, the necessity for personal knowledge of 
ani!; events in the history of ISTael as' (1 Kings 18:24), and the way of sal- God' on the part of all who serve Him. 
proof of God's goodnes,s, ;beginnin'g with vation, (John 3:16). Those who know Him n·ot cannot serve 
Abraham in. ,his M~sopotam.j.an :home, The reply of the people is sa·tisfactory. Him. The need for the dissemination of 
(v. 2), rel!1tmg to hIS call .to leave the They realize their obUgation to God, and the knOlWledge of God, under true leaders 
s!1me. and Journey to Canaan, then men- state their decision to 'serve Him, (vs. in church and state, is manifest herein. 
bon IS made of Is'aac, ~acob ,and Esau, 16-18). Joshua tests them concerning Note the s'ource and natlH"e of such know
(vs: 3-4), of, the dehveranc~ of .the the ,sincerity of their decision by placing ledge. '.Dhe book concludes with the 
natIOn from Egypt, (v. 5), theIr 'arrIval .before them the character of God in its record of the burial of Jos,eph's bones, 
in .the land of Ithe Amorites, (vs. 6-10, essence of holiness, and portrayin.g the (v. 22), the consequences of faith, and >flhe 
their entrance into Canaan, (v. 11), and divine service in its most severe light. death and burial of Eleazer the s'on of 
of their possessi'on of the same, (vs. 12, God was holy, He was j·ealous, He would Aaron, (v. 33). 
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THE EXECUTIVE BOARD. 
In the October 27th issue :af THE 

GOSPEL WITNESS, under the Oonvention 
report, the names ,of the newly-appointed! 
memlbers ·of the Executive Board of the 
Union were lis-ted. It has rbeen called to 
our attention that the list as 'Printed wa·s 
not complete and herewith we make cor
rection. The Tenllative Oonstitution 'of 
the Union of Regular Baptist Ohurches 
of Ontario 'and Quebec provides for an 
Executive Board composed of the Presi
dent and Vice-Presidents of the Union 
and sixteen member.s. The names of 
Rev. JMnes Hall, of Ottawa, and of MI'. 
A. J. Layzell, Toronto, were inadver,tent
ly omitted from the list g;iven in our 
Convention report. May we ask those 
who ·are keeping records to note the 
corrected list: . 

Rev. C. M. Carew, Fenelon ·Falls·, Ont., 
President; MI'. '0. L. ,Ray.m:er, T'oronto, 
Vice-President; Rev. H. S. lBennett, 
Hamilton, Vice-President; Rev. David 
Alexander, Toronto; Mr. Abner '}3akei', 
Stouffville; M·r. W. C. BoadlWay, TODonto; 
Rev. F. W. Dyson, Dalesville; Que.; Mr. 
Stanley Goldsworthy, lJa.chute, Que.; 
Mr. G. A. Gruetzner, HeS'Pe1er, Ont.; 
Rev. James Hall, Ottawa; Mr. J. E. 
Jennings, Toronto; Mr. A. J. Layzell, 
TOl"onrt;.o; Rev. CIiff.ord J. Doney, Hamil
ton; Rev. P. B. Loney, Toronto; Rev. C. 
E. Scott, Coull1;right; Rev. H. C. Slade, 
Timmins; Rev. W. E. Smalley, Mount 
AJlbert; Rev. T. T. S'hields, D..D., To-

'ronto; Rev. Alex. Thomson, Th1"Onto, 
member.s ~ the Exec:utive Board. , . 

ALTON ANNIVERSARY. 
The Alton Regular Baptist Church 

held special services on Sunday, N ovem
bel' 20th, to mark the completion of its 
.seventh year. The esta:blisJhment of 
the Alton Church in the year 1925 
under' the pastorate of Mr. James 
MCiGinlay win alway.s be reviewed with 
thanksgiving. T.hroughout. the years, it 
has stood for rthe things, which are 
eternal and at t'he present time, under 
the ministry of Pastor R. LeDrew, the 
chulOOh is making steady progres·s. 

Rev. W. E. Atkinson, Sem-etary of the 
Union, was· the ·guest s.peaker· at the 
Anniversary services. In ·spite of bad 
roads and' unfavorable weather, llIIany 
visitors: were in attendance 1lnd MI'. 
Leonardi Hearne, of Buffalo, N.Y., was 
:p1,'esent and sang at both services. M'l'. 
Murray Burnett, of Hillsiburg, and Mr. 
Hearne sang 'an impres·sive duet at the 
evening 'service. 

A PRAYER MEETING F.OUR HUN
DRED STRONG. 

There ·are few churches ·in Canadra, or 
elsewhere, that can depend U'Pon:as lIDany 
of their members being in attendance at 

Prayer Meeting as ean the Central 
Regular Baptist Church, London, On
tario. It is of ,the ·greates·t enOOUT'age
ment to then- 'Pastor to know that the 
many weeks which he has: had to spend 
in the hospital have seen no 'abatement 
in interes-t and the ,prayer meetings have 
continued to be times of blessing. A 
note flJ.'OID one who 'recently attended ,th'e 
mid-week service at Central reads: "We 
were 'at London last night and had a 
fine time with the folk there. The 
fellowship is l"are indeed. It was by far 
the largest mid-week 'service' we have 
ever attended." 

A LETTER FROM MR. HANCOX. 
A letter from Mr. Hancox bearing the 

date o()f September 1st is just' a story of 
life on the Mission as -it is experienced 
day by day and will surely help the home 
folk to appreciate something of what it 
means to ,be a missionary. Jottings from 
it are given: 
. "It has been raining nearly all week 

making it dark and' unpleasant. The 
darknes·!! is .greater indoors .because of 
the overhlmging roof and it is quite cold. 
The children arE. .!omplaining of it. 

"When -Mrs. Mellish was going back 
to Geah Bar Zondo, we went oa:bout thlJ.'ee 
'miles up the path with her and coming 
back I tried to cross a stream on a wet 
log and without notice, I found myself 
sitting in the water 'beside the log. 

"Af·ter September is out we s-hall have 
lovely weather again and gradually in
creasing warmth. 

"Just at school time yesterday, the 
discovery was made that Driver Ants 
were swarming in millions behind our 
house. The girls were 'set to work bring
ing shavings and starting little fires 
across the ground. Newspaper sheets 
were twisted into torches and the parade 
of ants wa's gradually turned back and 
down the hill. It is interesting to watch 
their antics. They are more feared than 
any other pest in Africa. The ants can 
put an elephant to fli·ght and can, if they 
overtake him, make a hearty meal of him, 
The :huge snakes keep out of their way 
and before they swallow the deer or goat 
which takes weeks to digest and leaves 
them in a state ·of torpor, they scour 
the ·country for miles in search of the 
Drivers and if they are found, the snake 
prefers to go hungry rather than become 
a victim. When the Drivers are on the 
march, they fall into line, about a dozen 
or two dozen abreast with soldiers parad
ing up and down on: either sides keeping 
guard. Scouts also run out here and 
there looking for food·, or watching for 
enemies and when either appear, the line 
breaks and the ants scatter on the hunt, 
or to fight. There are s'o many of them 
that the whole gro.und is black. I passed 
a column of these fellows crossing the 

path one day and the next day they w.ere 
still crossing, a column two inches Wide. 
After they have passed· ov,er, a diti:~ ca~ 
be seen where they ~ave been marchIng. 

·,.ijNOTE FIibM EDMONTON. 
The work in Western Canada ever has 

a claim upon our interest and the estab
lishment of a chuxch in the city of Ed- . 
monton and the progress which has been 
made in that place is especially interest
ing becMlse the Rev. Gordon S.earle }s 
another pastor who W1lS tramed In 
Toronto Baptist Seminary, and' Mrs. 
Searle is well-known to -many members 
of our churches in Toronto. 

From a personal letter, hom Mrs. 
Searle, we hear something of the work 
at Edmonton and of the new 'buHding in 
which the church is worshipping. 

Mrs. Searle writes - "I suppose you 
will be ,busy just nOlN ,preparing for the 
Convention. How I would l·ove to be 
there with you and enjoy the s-es·sions! 
It is s'o interesting to read the news from 
the . different fields from both 'The 
Witness' and 'The Bulletin', and !before 
I forget, we do want you to continue to 
·send 'The Bulletin'. 

"We have been kept busy since our 
Convention in July p.nd have had little 
rest. During thf'! lat);er part of 1fuat 
month we were one hundred and seventy 
miles north of Edmonton, holding two 
weeks of special serviCes. We had a 
blessed time and there was a ,good at
tendance at the meetings but there were 
no visible results. We feel, 'however, 
that our work was not in vain. 

"The Lord has .been blessing our work 
here in Edmonton :and we are thank-
ful for Hios .goodness to us. The firs.t 
Sunday in August we .moved into a real 
chur.ch building with as-eating capacity 
of ·one hundred and fifty to one. hundrecf,::;. '., 
and seventy-five. It is a great Improve.-. it 
ment on the other little 'hall and it came,.:. 
as a direct answer to prayer and we 
'ha ve S'Ilrely been able to see the hand 
of God through it all. ,~ ~ 

',' 

"There have been some tw~~~on- . ~.: ~,~ . < 
versions ·since we took posseswa'4'~nd (' ~ '. ". , 
we expect to have our first I?~ii~mal :~.; ~ 
service in the new church on.~aay. ' : 
Our membership now stands at one hUll,:',;t: ::" , 
dred. T.he Lord is adding unto uS'~~"'" 
as ·are saved and our work ,is steadny:.' 
growing. ' 

"We have started a Dorcas Society and 
would like a list of the things suitable 
for sending to Liberia. How I do wish we 
could have a peek at MI'. and Mrs. Davey 
and baby Daniel! How our people would 
enJoy hearing them and learning of their 
experiences in Liberia. At a time like 
this, one realizes Ihow far 1fue East is 
from the West." 
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