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66Masters of the Word"? 
A Review of an Illuminating Book Revie~. 

We publish herewith a book review "from The Sunday 
School Ti1nes of July 23rd. V·le have not yet read the 
book therein reviewed, "Notes on" the Revela:tion, by W. 
J. Erdman, D.D., Edited by Charles R. Erdman", but we 
publish this review not to comment upon the hook; of 
which we know nothing, but to analyze the review, and 
carefully to examine its spirit. We ask our readers care
fully to read this excerpt from The Sunda)1 School Times, 
and carefully to weigh al~o the comments which" follow: 

NOTES ON THE REVELATION. By W. J. Erdman, D.D. Edited by 
Charles R. Erdman. Fleming 'H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) 
The late Dr. W. J. Erdman, who passed away in 1923, was one 
of the ablest and most beloved Biblical expositors of his time, 
and as Secretary of the Niagara Bible Conference from 1880 
to 1901 he exerted a great and "blessed "influence l!ln the entire 
Bible conference movement in this country, now of such im
mense proportions. He was also one of the editors of the Sco
field Reference Bible. It was by his own conference teaching 
and not by the few writings that he" found time to publish, 
that Dr. Erdman's greatest influence was exerted. 

A careful study of this book by Dr. Erdman, recently pub
lished, leads one to believe that many of the late writer's 
friends will regret that it was published at all. There are 
less than fifty pages of the author's own notes on the Revela
tion (the rest of the book being taken up with a printing of 
the entire text of Revelation, and with the notes of the editor); 
and for mature students of the Scriptures, who will most bene
fit by this study, fifty pages is too brief a space· for adequate 
exposition of the most difficult book in the Bible. 

Many years ago, Dr. W. J. Erdman published a booklet, 
"Brief Notes on the Revelation," in size about the same as this 
which Dr. Charles R. Erdman (his son~ has now given to the 
public. It is strange that the editor does not refer to this 
earlier work by his father, covering exactly the same subjects, 
especially in view of. the fact that many of the statements in 
the later work differ considerably from statements about the 
same truths in the earlier book. Did Dr. VI. J. Erdman change 
some of his earlier interpretations? It would seem that the 
reader is entitled tQ know something of the history. of the 
author's convictions regarding" many of these important but 
difficult subjects. 

Furthermore, ·some of the interpretations of this beloved 
teacher as given in this present small book will not be accepted 
by the great body of students of prophecy to whom the work 
will principally appeal: This is particularly true in regard to 
the belief of Dr. Erdman that the believing Church will pass 
through the tribulation. The united conviction of such teachers 
and masters of the Word as C. I. Scofield and R. A. 'rorrey, 
together with Lewis Sperry Chafer, James M. Gray, H. A. 
Ironside, A. C. Gaebelein, and many others, that the Scriptures 

teach that the Church will be caught up before the tribulatio;" 
begins its terrible course, cannot be shaken by a brief com
mentary on 1Jle Revelation, published post-humously, by one 
whose name appears in the title-page of the Scofield Reference 
Bible. . 

Finally, the notes of the editor seem likely to confuse the 
mind of the reader. Thus the editor says that his father, 
"while classed with so-called Pre-Millennialists, did not feel 
that the Scriptures were very explicit in their millennial teach
ing. He found it less important to observe that Christ would 
return before the Millennium, than to maintain that he must 
reap}gear before the glories of his kingdom could be complete." 
Dr. W. J. Erdman wrote frequently for The Truth, an invalu
able periodical edited years ago by Dr. James H. Brookes. In 
the volume for 1880 (vi. 513-518) he has an article on "No 
Millennium before the Second Coming of Christ"; the follow
ing year (vii. 231-234) he writes on "Pre-Millennial Testi
mony"; in 1888 (xiv. 444-448) on "The Personal and Pre MiIlen
ial Coming of Christ in Genesis to Deuteronomy"; and in March 
1894, (xx. 160-169) he wrote an article called "The Names of " 
the Millennial Kingdom of God." The reader cannot help but 
ask at what time in his life was it true that "he did not feel 
that the Scriptures were very explicit in their millennial teach
ing." The editor writes elsewhere in the book that, though "it 
is evident that the author regarded the return of Christ as 
Premillennial;" yet "it might be more accurate to say that he 
regarded it as preceding the kingdom in which the Millennium 
was to issue." This only adds confusion to the whole subject 
and leaves the reader really doubtful as to what the author 
did believe. And for the editor to note that his father did not 
agree with the view that in the Revelation "from chapter four 
to nineteen the visions relate only to the Jewish people" is 
to bring in a theory which no prophetic teacher of this gener
"ation of accepted authority and standing has suggested. 

There are, of course, some valuable pages in this brief com
mentary, but clearer light on the meaning of the last pages of 
the Word of God will, it' is believed, be found in the works 
of Scofield, Gray, Gaebelein, Ironside, Pettingill, Ottman, Sale
Harrison, and oth~rs. 

The reviewer of Dr. Erdman's book regrets its pub-" 
lication, and notes its brevity, "leSs ;than fifty pages of 

" the .author's own notes on the Revelation", apparently 
as his firf;t reason for regretting its publication. And 
then adds : "For mature students of the Scriptures, who 
will most benefit by this study, fifty pages is too brief a 
spa:ce for adequate exposition of the most difficult book 
in the· Bible." 

That, of course, is quite true. It would be equally true 
if the same were said of fifty volumes written on the 
same book. Apparently, however, enuugh' is said in these 
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fifty pages to stir .the ire of the reviewer, and to make it 
abundantly clear that the view of Revelation therein ex
pressed is not exactly the view enterta,ined hy the reviewer 
himself. 

In the third paragraph the reviewer objects because no 
reference is made to an earlier book by the same author, 
and adds, . 

"Many of the statements in the later work differ consider
ably from statements about· the same truths in the earlier book. 
Did Dr. W. J. Erdman change some of his earlier interpreta
tions? It would seem that the,reader is entitled to know some
thing of the history of the author's convictions regarding many 
of these important but difficult subjects." 

\i\'hat an extraordinary conterition! 'When a man 
writes his "last will and testament" the law does not re
quire him to review earlier wHls which he may have made; 
r~or yet to furnish realsons why he ·changed his views a~d 
his bequests: it is asswned that .the testator's "last wlll 
and testament" is exactly what it claims to be, namely, 
.his final judgment, and a final expression of his will in 
respect to hi:s estalte. 

We have never heard of examiners, perusing a scholar's 
thesis for a philosophy degree, demanding that it should 
be judged in the light of his first kindergarten efforts 
which he brought home to his mother. What a man pub
lishes in his maturer life must surely be regarded alS his 
view on the subject at the time of publication. Many 
Evangelicals in the last quarter of a century have turned 
Modernists, and in later years have written books which 
entirely repudia.te the principles of their earlier writing. 
What of it? One can only assume that they have ceased 
to be Evangelicals, and they are to be judged, not hy what 
they were, but by w.hat now manifestly they are. 

The reviewer's contention in this matter seems ,to us to 
be most unreasonable. We do not knovy' who the reviewer 
is, but presumably Dr. Erdman's alleged earlier, and less 
mature views were more in accord with his own. It seems 
to us that Dr. Chas. R. Erdman did perfectly right in 
giving his father's maturer views to .the world 0': the . 
subject of the book of Revelabon. EVldently he ,beheved 
that these "notes" constituted his father's "last will and 
testament" respecting the suhject in hand. 

But we are getting- what those who play hide-and-go
seek call "warm", when looking for the reason for the 
revi~wer'~ strictures on Dr. Erdman's book, when in the 
next paragraph he says: 

"Some of the interpretations of this beloved teacher as given 
in this present small book will not be accepted by the great 
body of students of prophecy to whom the work will princ:i
pally appeal. This is particularly true in regard! to the behef 
of Dr. Erdman that the believing Church will pass through the 
tribulation." 

Door Locked! Keep Out! Don't Knock. 
"Wouldn't that jar you"! Apparently Dr. Erdman be

lieved one thing respecting the church and the tribulation 
in earlier years, and another thing in later years.. But the 
reviewer announces-apparently knowing the mind of 
all those who accept the pretribulation rapture theory
that Dr. Erdman's interpretation will not be acceptable 
to them. Evidently he knows the school to which he be
longs. Are we to understand that nothing can by any 
possibility be acceptable that is not in agreement with their 
view? Of course, it is useless to discuss questions with 
people of closed minds. If all that may be known on the 
subject is already known, furthel' discussion, of -course, 
would he useless. They h~ve reached finality, and hence 
infaHibilitj; therefore no matter who speaks it or for 

'L.. 
, ... 

what reason, whenever a wor,d is spoken out of agree
ment with theirs, no ~'conference" is necessary: their 
mental products being all alike-=-like Ford cars, there iJS 
nothing mor.e to be thought, or said, or done; hence one 
may speak for all the rest and declare that such views 
"will not be accepted by the great body of students of 
prophecy'" ! 

"Students of Prophecy"? 
Let us examine for a moment or two this phrase, 

"students of prophecy". vVho are they? So far as we 
have been able to observe, many of those who call them
selves "students of prophecy" are about the most crassly 
ignorant people we have ever met. Many of them know 
ne..'ct to nothing of the prophetic scriptures, and are aJS 

ignorant of history as if anything of earlier date' than 
their birth were pr.ehistoric. They are not students of 
prophecy: they are habitues of so-called Bible "confer
ences," \vhere nobody con/eres but where certain so-caolled 
Bible teachers bring qp their little case of records, and put 
them in the phonograph and wind them out, saying the 
same things over and over 'again. 

We confess that we listen as oftell as we have oppor
tunity to "Amos-n-Andy." And there is a certain other 
"episode" presented over the radio to which wealso listen 
when we can. This last is connected with the advertise
ment of a certain commodity, and we have heard it so 
often that we could repeat the radio adver,tisement word 
for war-d. In like manner we can say backwards and 
forwards, upside-down, inside-out, through and through, 
and every other way, what many of these so-called "Bible 
teachers" have to say. They say the same thing over and 
over again. We wonder that their addresses do not wear 
out from use. If motor tires could be made of the same 
material, motorists, like Tennyson's brook could "go on 
foreve~." Their monotonous repetition certainly has the 
effect of wearing out the patience of some of their hea.rers. 

Do "Students" Study or Stereotype? 
But to return to our phrase. A "student of prophecy", 

one might suppose, is one who is always studYing pro
phecy. And if a certain man has anything to say con
cerning what he believes respecting prophecy, the real 
"student" would at least be interested sufficiently to hear 
him through. But why this reviewer, him/self apparently 
a "student of prophecy", should be able to anno~nce in 
advance that all other students in his school will have 
shut minds toward this book of Dr. Erdman's-whatever 
may be its teaching; as we have said, we have not read it 
-we cannot understand. 

"Teachers--Masters of the W·ord." 

But here is a gem: . 
"The united conviction of such teachers and masters of the 

Word as C. I. Scofield and R. A. Torrey, together with Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, James M. Gray, H. A. Ironside, A. C. Gaebelem, 
and many others, that the Scriptures teach that the Church 
will be caught up before the tribulation begins its terrible 
course, cannot be shaken by a brief commentary oI;t the Re
velation, published posthumously, by one whose name appears 
in the title-page of the Scofield Reference Bible." 

Well! Well! At last we have come upon something 
new under the sun-"a master of the Word". We thought 
as much! We used to suppose that the worthiest ambi
tion to be cherished by any humble 'believer was to be 
mastered by the Word. When, may we respeotfully en
quire, did any finite human become a "master V of the word 
of the Infinite? 
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'vVe have nD wDrd of criticism tD pass upon the names 
which tllis reviewer 'aissembles under that general classi
fication. Everyone is an· honoured name. Everyone 
'Of these men"taught, Dr still teaches, much ,that is true. 
But,everY'one of them, we are constrained to believe, was 
occasionally mistaken in his interpretations 'Of Scripture, 
and was subject rto such mental limitations as are in
separble from human nature. 

The Bditor of this book under review says that his 
father, "w-hile -classed with so-<:aLled Pre-millennialists, 
did not feel that the Scriptures were very explicit in their 
millennial teaching. He fDund it less impDrtant to observe 
that Christ would return before the Millennium, than tD 
maintain that he must reappear before the glories 'Of his 
kingdom could be cotl1plete." 

If that was Dr. Erdman's general attitude toward the 
subject of the second Advent and the Millennium-and 
who woul~ be more likely to understand it than his own 
sDn?-we are inclined tD think that Dr. W. J. Er-dman 
,was a very wise man. vVe see nDthing in the titles of 
the articles to which the reviewer refers as appearing in 
,The Truth necessarily ,in cDnflict' with what Dr. Chas. R. 
Erdman describes as his father'ls attitude. We are glad· 
to find that someone else 'beside the Editor of THlt GOSPltL 
WI'l'NltSS "did not feel that the Scriptures were very ex
plicit in their millennial teaching", and regarded, it as 
being "less important to observe that Christ would re
turn before the Millennium, than to maintain that he must 
reappear before the glories 'Of ,'his kingdom could be 
complete". Surely this indicates a wise emphasis and a 
true perspective. . . 

"Amen" To This View. 
But we have commented thus on this review spe~i

ally to deal with this extraDrdinary statement: 
"And for the editor to note that his father did not agree 

with the view that in the Revelation 'from chapter four to 
nineteen the visions relate only to the Jewish people' is to bring 
in a theory which no prophetic teacher of this generation of 
accepted authority and standing has suggested." 

It seems to us that we shall probably find much that· 
is very acceptabie, to us at least, in Dr. Erdman's notes on 
the Revelation, if this isa sample, that he did nDt agree 
with the view that in the Revelation "frDm chapter four to 
nineteen the visions relate only to ;the Jewish people". 
The spirit and ~emper of the review in question deserve 
a sharp rejoinder. And we have this to say, that the view 
with which Dr. Erdman did nDt agree seems tD us to be 
one of the most absurd ever set forth fDr human accept-
ance. 

Fundamentalist Infallibility. 
But this Sunday School Ti~es reviewer objects to it on 

this ground, that Dr. E'rdman's view would "hring in a 
theory which no prophetic teacher 'Of this generation of 
accepted authority and standing has suggested." 

Now we have it ! We are referred to the Bible 
itself, not in one solitary instance in this entire review. 
We calf attention to the fact that the principle which has 
led us so strongly to object to the Scofield Reference 
Bible runs all through this .review. There is not a single 
reference to the Bible as a whole, nor to any portion of 
it, as a ground fDr objecting to the views set forth in the 
book under review. The main objection lis that it is out 
of harmony with the "united conviction of such teaohers 
and masters of the Word as C. I. Scofield," etc. We are 
told that the theory is unacceptable because it is "a theory 
which no prDphetic teac~er of this generation of accepted 

authority and standing has suggested". We have long 
suspected that some of our extreme premillennial friends 
regarded themselves as "m:asters of the Word", and as 
"teachers of accepted aythority." But how do men attain 
to the rank of "teachers of accepted authority and stand
ing" ? By what council, conclave or what not are they 
given this "authority"? By what standan-ds a'nd by. what 
-infallible exemplifications thereof is their authority "ac
cepted""? v'lith whom have these authoritative one's 
"standing"! And upon what 'ground of superior kno~
ledge do they stand? And these who thus speak call 
themselves Fundamentalists. They wDuld be the first 
to object to the pretentions of Rome, and to her claim' 
to infallibility. But llurely no council of the Church, 
or papal bull, ever claimed more for' itself than this 
reviewer claims for the opinions of these alleged "masters 
of the Word" and "teachers of accepted authority". 

Cannot these dear brethren, all of whom so far as we 
know, stand true to the great verities of evangelical faith; 
the Deity of Christ, His atoning work, man's lost con
dition in his natural state, the necessity for the new birth, 
justification by faith, the perseverance of the saints,' and 
the second personal return of our Lord-can they not see 
that they are allowing their imaginations to run away with 
them to such an extent that they are setting up a school 
of interpretation which they assume to be final and in
faUible? 

, "Teachers of. Accepted Authority" I 
"Masters of the Word" indeed! ,'''Teachers of a.ccept

ed authority"! On what ground? We have nothing to' 
say against these estimable brethren who are doubtless 
diligent students of the 'vVord, and whose teachings are 
entitled to be heard with respect, but their views must 
be weighed as the opinions of 'fallible men. This Editor 
knows of no teacher of "accepted authority", and no 
teacher, who may rightly be described as a "master of the 
Word". 

"To the Law and to the Testimony." 
Years ago we put together in a l~ttle booklet all the 

passages in the New Testament relating to baptism, with
out note or comment, so that when any enquirer asked 
concerning this matter we could give him or her a list of 
all the passages of Scripture which refer to baptism, that 
he or she could turn to his Bible and find and study 
~hem for himself or herself. A very ardent Baptist 
friend, seeing this, said, "But why did you not tell them 
in your pamphlet what John Knox and Calvin a~d many 
other paedobaptists have written about baptism?" Our 
reply was, "For the simple reason that we did not want 
to put into the hands of young converts ,the writings of 
any man, but wanted them to go to the Bible, to see what 
the Bible said itself. And furthermore, if you take your 
case from this supreme court of appeal, and ask that it be 
heard in 'a human court, you will always find judges on 
both si<j.es of the question.". , 

We apply the same principle to thi.s discussion. W'ith
out desiring to discount the abil~ties of any of the gentle
men to whom The Sunday School Times reviewer refers, 
we respectfully suggest that even the greatest of th~ 
can scarcely be called greater than those who ,marked the 
long list of scholars whose laborious efforts have con
tributed'so much to an understanding of the Word of 
God. Not, to mention the names of devout men who 
have been ,specialists in the languages of the Bible if 
we view the field occupied by men wihose names 'are 
more generally known, surely the greatest of these names 

.. _-- ~--
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mentioned would never presume to claim superiority over 
some of the illustrious preachers and teachers of the past: 
Spurgeon, Alexander McLaren, Robert HatI, Canon Lid
don, Joseph Parker, Wesley, Whitfield, WiUiam Carey, 
Andrew Fuller. " 

How is it these tenets of the Scofield school utterly 
escaped the' discernment of such men as these we have 
now mentioned? 

Or if we turn to the American Continent, we find here 
a list of great names, evangelicals of the 'most fervent 
type, btit who never taught the fads and fancies of Sco
fieldism. 

There is another name on the title-page of the Scofield 
Bible, that of Dr. A. T. Pierson. Will somebody please 
produce one suggestion from anything that Dr. Pierson 
ever wrote that indicates he was in accord wjth this pre
tribulation rapture theory, and with all the vagaries of 
Futurism? And what of D. L. Moody, and A. J. Gor
don? What of such men of past .generations as the in
comparable Joseph Coo~, or Thomas Armitage, or P. S. 
Henson, or George Lorimer, or Theodore Cuyler-or any 
of the outstaQding preachers and teachers of a gener·a
tion ago, of any demonination? Will our friends name 
anyone of them who held or taught the particular views 
which are said now to be taught by these "masters of the 
\\lord" and "teachers of accepted authority" 

We have no strictures to pass upon the views of Dr. 
Scofield or the persons quoted as being in association 
with him, either at the beginning or at the close of the 
art~cle, except to claim the right to disagree with some of 
them. Beyond all question, everyone is the name'of a man 
of God who ·had or has deep insight into the \;Yord, and 
who has taught much that- has been of tremendous value 
to those who have sat at their feet. We would not under
'estimate the value of teachers, for "pastors and teachers" 
-and the two are usually combined in .the one office, ac
cording to the Scripture-are gifts of the ascended Lord 
to His church. But we know of 110 infallibility outside 
the Scripture. We know of no teaoher whose authority 
we can accept on all matters. We know of no man, 
living or dead, who was ever a "master of the ';Yord" of 
the Infinite. We reject this claim to infallibility, this evan
gelical popery . We insist upon freedom to examine ;the 
Scriptures for ourselves, and we say kindly, but firmly and. 
without apology, that in our experience as a minister we 
have never met with more intolerance, with more arrogant 
assumptions of finality, with more bitterness of spirit, 
outside of Rome than that which too often character
izes the disciples of the "masters of the Word" and the 
habitues of Bible Conferences addressed by "teachers of 
accepted authority", if and wh~n you dissent from their 
pretribulation rapture theory, from their view of a com
ing earthly Jewish kingdom, or from any of the other 
tenets involved in Futurism. 

We have written strongly in the hope that someone 
may call the attention of the revi1ewer in The 'Sunda'J' 
S choot Times to o\.1r strictures' upon his review; 'and that 
when he reads it he m~y find in it something that will 
"jar" him out of his smug complacency. 

TWO LETTERS FROM MRS. ROBERTSON. 
Only to-day we received a good letter from oUr friend, 

Mrs. Jessie Sage Robertson, of Piedmont, Calif. En
closed in her letter was a copy of a letter she had sent 
to a .certain well-known minister in the United States: 
We have deleted the names from these letters, because we 

publish them only for the sake of the. discussion of Biblical 
matters they contain. 

We have not deleted the name of our good friend Dr. 
Pettingill because we have published his point of view in 
these pages. Incidentally, we may say to Dr. Pettingill 
that THE GOSPEL WITNESS would welcome any word he 
cares to write us on the important subject which has been 
occupying our thought in the lectures published in these 
columns. We publish Mrs. Robertson's letters for two 
reasons. First, because it is evident she is' a diligent 
student of the Word, who goes to the Book itself, and 
compares spirit1,lal things with spiritual. Everyone who 
does that will be sure to bring forth something "new" as 
well as something "old"; and will therefore have some
thing to say which wise men will des'ire to hear. ,;y e do not 
commend the views of Mrs. Robertson aJS though her 
voice were the voice of an orade. She utterly disclaims 
such pretentions, and we believe to thoughtful people will 
therefore speak with greater 'authority than if she claimed 
finality for her judments. But any sensible, intelligent, 
believer, who, in dependence upon the enlightening min
istry of the Holy Spirit; ·diligently applies himself or her-

. self to a study of the ';Yord of God, and gives special 
thought to certain aspects of it, for twenty years, will be 
likely to be a;ble .to make a valuable contribution to the 
elucidation of the subject in hand. 

"VIle commend Mrs. Robertson's letters to our readers 
for their intrinsic worth in so far as they relate to mat
ters of biblical interpr~tation. 

Her reference to this Editor are altogether too com
plimentary, and we have great reason to fear that she 
tremeridously overrates our influence. But apar! from 
these verv kind words of hers, we believe her letters are 
of great ·value. . 

Our second reason for publishing these letters is the 
mental attitude Mrs. 'Robertson assumes toward the. sub
ject, and which, after so finely exemplifying 'a teachable 
spirit herself, she recommends as a worthy attitude on 
the part of all who would .be students of the 'vVord. We 
earnestly commend a thoughtful perusal of these letters 
to all our readers. Do we not all make mistakes again and 
again? Men have coveted divine infallibility ever. since 
Eden, and failing to possess it, too often have professed 
it. May the grace of divine wisdom preserve us from 
such folly! 

MY WATCH 
Edited and Published by 

Mrs. Jessie Sage Robertson 
213 Bonita Ave" Piedmont, Calif. 

Rev. T. T. Shields 
Brother in Chris!: 

July 30, 1932 

Many hundreds of people are following you with intense 
interest, and perhaps many thousands, but I wonder if any 
one is following you with more interest than I am. Every issue 
of THE GOSPEL WITNESS opens enlarging vistas of truth. 

THE GENEVA BIBLE. I am so glad to know about this. God 
took care of that effort to mislead the readers of His Word and 
tie the hands of. the Holy Spirit, and He will as surely take care 
of the so-called Scofield Bible. And He has honored you 
with leadership in the matter. 

THE SCOFIELD BmLE. It impressed me with its significance 
as I read the 3rd paragraph in your "sixth" address in the series, 
for already had I been lead to say almost identically the same 
thing in a letter which I had written to Dr. when he 
was in Oakland. (I will enclose a copy of this letter. God 
brought about our meeting each other in a way, that to my mind, 
seemed to make it clear that we were to meet in His will. 
The denouement is with Him. I may say something more on 
the subject before I finish this letter, if it does not run into too 
great a length.) It was because of this co-incidence, in con-

.f 

r ., 
I 

, 

.~ , 

( 
1 
t 
\ 

I. 



',-, 

August 4, 1932 "THE GOSPEL WITNESS (145) 5 

nection with what happened to the Geneva Bible, that strength
ened my faith for the ultimate discontinuance of the publication 
of the Scofield Bible, as now seems clear to me will happen
sooner or- later-since reading what you said of the Geneva 
Bible. And again I say, I believe God has honored you with the 
leadership in the matter. And this I also said to Dr.--
'(And if God can use "Mrs. Robertson of California" she is at 
His service, rest assured.) 

THE PROMISED LAND. Your studies have sent me back to a 
deeper study of the Word concerning this matter; lpld of course 
I found many things I had never noticed so fully before. 

1. Clearly. from Gen. 12: 4, 5, God had made it clear to Abra
ham that he ,was to go to the land of Canaan; i.e., to the land 
west of the Jordan. And 'to get there from Haran he would 
enter the land from its northern extremity, coIning in, as all 
did from Mesopotamia, by way of Syria. 

2. The first tent-pitching was at "Sichem" (Shechem), well 
to the north. Here came the first. utterance of the land covenant 
as pertaining to Abraham's seed; and here Abraham builded 
his first altar "unto the Lord," in the land. (Gen. 12:6, 7.) 

3. He then moved south toward the centre of the land and 
pitched his tent at Bethel, and builded his second altar. 
(Gen. 12: 8) " 

4. Abraham again pulled up stakes and started south ",hen 
a famine diverted him and he went into Egypt. (12: 9, 10.) . 

5. 'From Egypt he returned to Bethel and made a fresh start. 
(13: 1-4) And here at the place of his second altar in the land 
came the second utterance of the land covenant. (13:14-17.) 
, 6. From Bethel Abraham went south to Hebron, and there 

built his third altar. (13: 18.) 
7. Back home after delivering Lot from his captors (chap. 14) 

'-going and comiilg by way of Syria. See v. i5--in chap. 15: 1-
1, we come upon the third utterance of the land i;ovenant where 
he had builded his 'third altar. 

8. And the Abrahamic seed to whom this land was promised 
comes into prophetic view in vs. 13-16 i.e., we have the land and 
Abrahan;'s seed through Isaac and Jacob brought into juxtaposi
tion before the enlarged land covenant comes into prophetic 
view; as though God wanted us to note that fact. I had never 
noted that before; nor had I before noted that Abraham had 
never once crossed the Jordan. 

9. Then follows the enlarged land covenant with the explana
tion for that enlargement. That "NOW" of chap. 16: 1 seeIned to 
strike me right in the face as it jumped up at me for the first 
time apparently. (Why did they divide the Word at such a 
critical point, and thus divert the reader's attention from the 
objective of the continuity. I now feel like pasting a strip of 
paper over the interruption.) And with the explanation for 
the enlarged covenant of Gen. 15: 18 brought into juxtaposition 
in my mind a lot of things instantly cleared up. 

10. I could now see the force of Joshua's words in Josh. 23: 4, 
5. And' just now as I write I ,have been glancing into Josh. 24, 
and noticed for the first time that the list of "ites" west of 
the Jordan as having occupied the promised iand corresponded 
to those mentioned in Gen. 15:19-21 (cf. Josh. 24:11), as thouE(h 
God wished again back there to draw our attention to the dif- / 
ferentiation between the smaller land covenant and the en
larged land covenant. 

• 11. The most determining factor to my mind is Nu: 20: 12, 24 
and 27:12, 13 and Deut. 3:27, 28, 32:49-52, and 34:1-6. God 
distinctly des~ribes the land west of ' the Jordan as the "pro
mised land" so far as Israel is concerned it seems to me-the 
land "flowing'with Inilk and honey." That poetic phrase which 
means a land of pastures and flowers; a land which will abund
antly supply meat, vegetables, fruits, cand the necessities for 
wholesome living. ' 

So you see what you have done for me already. You, no 
doubt have long since seen all these things; but there is a 
clarity about it all now that I did not have before. 

KINGDOM OF PRIESTS. Within the past few days I seem to have 
discovered in Rev. 1:6 (cf. Greek Text) a clew that leads me 
to believe that in Ex. 19: 6 God had His spiritual kingdom in 
mind viz., "the kingdom of heaven" declared to be "at hand" 
by J~hn Baptist .. The Lord Hiinself emphasizing it over and 
over again. ' 

Peter in his first letter to the Christian Jews of the diaspoTa 
seems to give us the clearest teaching upon this subject as I 
now see it. He gathers up Ex. 19: 6; Deut. 7: 6-9 and Ps. 118: 22, 
and interprets them in the light of Calvary and John 3:3 in this 
first epistle, emphasizing the part tftat '.'th~ resurrecti.o~ of 
Jesus Christ, from the dead" plays m thIS royal (basde,on) 
priesthood." , 

John seems to have had something of the same thought in 
mind in Rev. 1: 6. It has alw~ys seemed to me, though I may be 

wrong, that The, Revelation was intended for Israel particularly. 
It is addressed to God's "servants," and in Lev. 25:55 God so 
declares them. Nor must we forget, in spite of all that has 
happened in the interim, that the time limit of God's covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has not yet expired in the light 
of Deut. 7: 8, 9, There was a covenant of grace in effect prior 
to the giving of the Law, which covenant was confirmed in 
Christ, and which the Law could not disannul. The doctrine of 
the second birth was no new doctrine according to our Lord's ' 
words to Nicodemus, as I understand His words in John 3: 10. 
Men were saved from eternal death only thus since Adam 
sinned. Praise God that the Blood of' God's Lamb was re
trocative; and that before Adam sinned God had already pro
vided a sacrifice for Sin (cf. Rev. 13:8.) And praise 'God that in 
Christ there is neither Jew or Gentile; but all are one in Him. 
And, "many shall come fI:om the east and west, and shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven." , 

SCOFIELD versus 'SCOFIELD. Would God it had been so while 
Dr. Scofield was yet in the flesh. And may it yet be Petting,ill 
1,ersus Pettingill while that man of God is still this side the 
veil that hides Dr. Scofield from our view and now hinders an 
effective "Scofield versus Scofield" testimony. The most effect
ive witnessing in this world is ever the man that is versus 
the man that was. Just listen to Paul versus Saul in Acts 22; 
and again before Agrippa in Acts 26. Who of us has not many 

, a case against ourselves, if we have at all lived a life of pro
gress in the things of God, and the knowledge of His word? 

I have had three splendid letters from Dr. since you 
introduced us to each other in THE GOSPEL WITNESS of May 12th, 
and in my reply to his last letter this week, among other things 
I said: "How very radically has my whole understanding of 
the prophetic Scriptures changed within the past few years 
as I have given myself definitely to the study of God's Word, 
yielding myself, the best I knew how, to be taught of the Holy 
Spirit Himself as sent of God ,to lead us into all truth. The 
original intent of God's Word never changes; and it was that 
intent I sought under the guidance of Him who indited it." The 
woman that is against the woman, that was; in other words
ROBERTSON versus ROBERTSON. Praise God that I have lived to 
see that day. 

i would like to see the copy of "Just A Word" to which 
you refer. Will you be so kind as to have your secretary in
form me' a:s to where I caR secure a copy? And also send Ine 
Dr. Pettingill's address. Really we ought to pray more for 
each other than we do; I know I should. There is really only 
One who can cause us to see eye to eye in the things of God 
find His Kingdom. ' 

NORTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. Just a sideline echo. I had 
given Dr. a copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS of May, 12, 
before the Convention opened-though apart from that many of 
them were no doubt fully acquainted with your present posi
tion re the Scofield Bible-and the subject of your position was 
informally discussed by a certain group, as of course you would 
expect it to be. The opinion seems to be that "the Scofield Bible 
has done a great deal of good," and should be let alone. Just 
as though that settled the matter. 
, Have had another letter from my friend in -----
----:-,- who was so disturbed because' I had taken from her 

I the belief in a secret rapture. Perhaps I should not say "taken 
.from her", becalise she still clings to it, and writes: "I,m,ust 
be honest and tell you that, the more I study the more I seem to 
be convinced that we are to expect a secret rapture of the 
church. I looked up the references you gave me, but even they 
can't make me see it." But 'she quotes no Scripture that makes 
her see it. I fancy she is studying the Word through the eyes 
of those who teach the secret rapture. Poor dear. In her letter 
she speaks of Rev. , a friend of hers-I suppose he 
attended the Convention-and the editor of The 
and to whom she had evidently written, and he asked her for a 
copy of THE GOSPEL WITNESS that had so dist~rbed my little 
friend so she sent to me for another copy, whIch I of course 
was giad to send her for Mr. . She said of him: "He 
is quite surprised at Dr. Shields' change in belief." (We have 
not "changed our belief' in these matters fundamentally. We 
hope our views of the, Word of God enlarge as they mature. 
We ha,ve changed our practice i'Q, that we now speak on matters 
concerning which we have long been silent.-Ed., G. W.) And 
"that's that.'" ' 

I really must not write more at this time. 
God bless you and enlarge your borders. 

Yours and His, 
, 'JESSIE SAGE RO~TSON; 
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Copy of a Letter to ~ U.S. Minister by Mrs. Robertson. 

Brother in Christ: 
. July 11, 1932. 

I am just going to let Dr. Shields introduce me to you in his 
GOSPEL WITNESS of May 12th, a copy of which I handed you 
ye~terday in case you had not seen it. First, because of Dr. 
Shields sermon itself. And second, that he might introduce me. 
Of course you have been too busy to read it just now, but on 
the train, or after you get to your son's you may have the 
ti~ . 

You may wonder why I desire to be introduced. For years 
you have been one of "the big four" .to me, viz., Dr. Straton, 
Dr. Norris, Dr. Shields, and yourself. Of the four, until yester
day, Dr. Straton was the only one I had seen face to face for 
when he came to California a few years ago he came to' my 
hom~ in Piedmont to see me. Dr. Shields, through THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS, which I have read from its first issue, and through 
our correspondence occasionally thr6ughout those years, has 
perhaps touched my life the most vitally. While Dr. Norris and 
yourself have been known to me only' tHrough your printed 
messages. Anyway this· "big four" are in a class by themselves 
in my mind; and I am grateful that God has permitted me to 
contact at least two of you in those things of The Kingdom 
that lie so near to our hearts. And I counted it a rare privilege 
to be able to hear you twice yesterday; and am hoping to be 
able to hear you again on some of the evenings this week, 
though I cannot count too much on it ·as I am not physically 
equal to very much, and almost never attempt an evening 
meeting. 

I was, glad to know that you believe the Roman Empire ab
solutely a dead issue. (Addenda, July 30-It seems that I 
misundeTstood D,'. at this point, he is looking for 
the ten toes to yet eventuate out of the Roman Empire that 
was.-J. S. R.) I was mislead for years before I settled down 
to an independent study of the prophetic Word. Then, search 
as I might, I could not bring that Empire to life in the ten 
toes of the Image. For years I had been watching for those 
"ten" toes; and at last I gave it up. Like a flash last night 
as you were speaking I saw that Image as it is in the Word. 
(1) The "head of gold." A world empire. (2) The "breast and 
arms of silver." A world empire. (3) The "belly and thighs 
of brass." A third world empire. (4) The "le!ls of iron." A 
fourth world empire. And that was the last world empire. I 
had never seen it just in that light before. (5) The "feet part 
of iron and part of clay." (6) The "toes." And the number 
of the Great Image was finished. There never will be another 
world empire. All the powers of earth and hell are helpless 
now. I got a new view of the Kaiser's ambitions last night.· 
I had never seen those historic facts presented before. 

·Praise God we are living in the very "days" of Dan. 2:44, 
when "the God of heaven shall set up a kingdom, which shall 
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not .be left to other 
people, but it. shall break in pieces and consume all these (6) 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." .God's own seventh 
kingdom. "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ· and he 
shall reign for ever and ever." (Rev. 11: 15). ' 

I was glad to hear you say that prophecy-studying specialists 
had their place today, because it does seem that God does set 
aside some to spena their time digging where others have not. 
the time to dig, especially busy pastors like yourself and Dr. 
Shields. 

I may not be a real specialist, or even a near-specialist but 
there has been an irresistible urge, which I.have believed ~f the 
Holy Spirit, burning in my heart for over twenty years now 
that has set me to digging indeptlndently in the Word of God: 
Thus was discovered many a precious nugget of purest gold. 
And always I found the historic facts to exactly fit the prophetic 
m~ld when I .f?und tl?-e true historic facts. If they do not fit 
WIthout theorIzIng I discard them and start ·all over again and 
keep at it until I find the historic facts that do fit the mold. 

It was thus I found that the "great tribulation" of Mat, 24: 21 
was not ahead of us, but behind us; rather behind Israel for 
~t i~ Israel's "great tribu.lation." A tribulation nearly' two 
milleruums long. It began Just where the Lord Jesus said it 
would begin, viz., with the "generation" he was addressing in 
Mt. 23. (23: 36); and Lk. 21: 22 played its part in the deciding 
factor, -together with 1 Thess. 2: 14-16. . 

There was only one place to turn for the historic facts to see 
if they would fit the mold. God had provided His own historian 
And to "The Jewish War" by Josephus I turned and found 
that exactly that which the !Lord Jesus said would fall upon 

that ~eneration ~el.l upon it. And I knew that just the comma 
of HIS short mlnlStry marked the parenthesis between "the 
acceptable year of the Lord", and "the day of vengeance of our 
God" of Isa. 61: 2, and not two milleniums as I had previously 
.supposed, for the Lord Himself declared it. (cf. Lk. 21:22). 
And Paul witnessed to the fact before he died. (cf. 1 Thess. 
2:16). And Josephus says .of the seige of Jerusalem alone: 
"Accordingly the multitude of those that therein perished ex
ceeded all the destructions that either men or God ever brought 
upon the world." 

"The abomination of desolation" for the third time stood "in 
the holy place." The first time Manasseh placed i:t there and 
Israel went into captivity for the Broken Palestinian Cove'nant. 
After their return, Antiochus ~iphanes placed it there. And 
then as part and parcel of the • great tribulation" of Mt. 24: 21, 
Titus placed it there for the third and last time and Lk. 21: 24 
began its age-long functioning in this greatest of all Israel's 
tribulation periods. Just in our own day have we seen those 
nearly two milleniums of desolations begin to lose their grip. 

This discovery brought me face to face with "the time of 
Jacob's trouble" of Jer, 30:7.· To just what did that prophecy 
refer? I had been taught that too was still future' but if the 
"great tribulation" of Mt. 24: 21 was. past, maybe Je'r. 30: 7 was 
too. And I tell you I got busy with my Bible. The outline 
of ~e result of that study I enclose. (See My Watch, No. 25) 
I will not ther~fore say more on that here. 

Last winter Mr. Missions to the Jews" of ---
came to see me, and of course we talked ove; these thing;. 
My findings presented a point of view he had never had drawn 
to his attention before. Then he asked me what'I did with 
Ezek. 38 and 39, "For," he said, '~you, of course, know that this 
propheey has never been fulfilled, and that we now believe 
that Russia will fulfil it." . 

I replied that up to then I had not prayerfully studied the 
prophecy, and, was therefore, not in a position to make any 
statements concerning it; but that I would at once .begin such 
a prayerful study. of these two chapters, nd if it pleased the 
Lord to help me In that study I would later let him know of' 
my findings. 

So I laid the whole matter before the Lord, as is my simple 
custom, and began my study. In the margin of my Bible I had 
:noted, from some source which I could not now recall that 
this prophecy referred to "Russia," and that "Meshech': was 
"Moscow," and "Tubal" was "Toholsk." So I took a new Bible 
and started all over. At first I madli absolutely no progress, 
and all I could do was to pray and wait before the open Book. 
Full well I know that the intent of that Word of God never 
changes. It means today exactly what it did when it was 
indited by the Holy Spirit. If Ezek. 38 and 39 meant Russia 
then, it means just that today; but if the Holy Spirit did not have 
Russia in miIl:d when He indited this prophecy, then it does 
not now ·mean Russia. He is here to .lead me into "all truth·" 
and He is the only one utterly competent to do that. So' I 

. went over these two chapters as I continued to wait upon the 
Lord. I never turn to Commentaries; I may have time for them 
later. At last the opening words of these chapters challeI18ed 
me, and I. began to get all the light that the Word itself threw 
upon them. . 

I got my first clew from Gen. 10: 2-6. This prophecy then 
was against the seed of J apheth. The next question' was: 

"Where were they when this prophecy was uttered?" So I 
turned to the map of The Ancient World in my Oxford and 
light began to break, fdl- I found the seed of Japheth scattered 
just where Gen. 10: 5 said they would be. Clearly they had 
moved north after the tower of Babel episode and began to 
settle in Asia Minor, Armenia, and southern Europe, and were 
there as separate nations when the prophecy of Ezek. 38 and 
39 was uttered. 

I was now "off to a good start," that I knew from the part: 
that "Togarmah of the north quarters" played in the prophecy,. 
for already had I become acquainted with the geography of 
the historic "four quarters" of Ezekiel's day. (See My Watch,. 
No. 23, p. 93). Ezekiel would have no difficulty in locating 
the nations of the prophecy of chaps. 38 and 39 within the· 
historic "four quarters" of his own day; and Russia was not 
at all in the picture; but Asia Minor loomed large. And I knew 
where I was,.for I had been doing some intensive study of the
prophecy of Dan. 8 and had found an indentifying phrase in. 
Dan. 8: 23, viz., "in the latter time of their kingdom (Grecia). 
when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce· 
countenance . . . shall stand up." etc., etc. 
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In Ezek. 38 and 39 I was face to face with none other than 
Antiochus Epiphanes, aI).d those same "latter years" of the 
Seleucid dynasty as in Dan. 8. Here was the "Gog, (of) the 
land of Magog, the chief prince of' Meshech and Tubal, "that 
is' of Asia Minor, and in a larger sense, the Grecian Empire 
which would include the others of the Japethites mention in this 
pt:0phecy. 

"The Land of Magog" seems a covering expression for the 
land of Japheth's descendants.' This would also seem to be the 
implication of a like expression in the Rev. 20: 8. 

Once I had my geography and <;hronology straight I turned 
to the historic account of fulfilment which God has provided 
for us in the books of the Maccabees, and the history exactly 
poured into the mold prophecy had made for it. The margins 
of Ezek. 38 and 39 in my new Bible is rapidly filling up with 
references to these two books of the Maccabees, and other 
historic accounts of the times of the "four notable" horns of 
Dan. 8: 8. Dan. 11 is but another unfolding of the third kingdom 
of the Great Image Of Dan. 2. Here are "the princes of the north" 
of Ezek. 32: 30. Ezek. 27 and 32 ought to help us understand this. 

There seems to be much confusion today over the use of the 
words: "the latter years," ~'the latter time," "the time of the 
end," and like expressions, and they are made to refer to the 
end of the age in which we are now living, whereas, in nearly 
every instance, if not in every instance they refer to Israel's 
own end time, which was coincident with that of "the latter 
time" of the Seleucid dynasty (cf. Dan. 8: 23), and culmiilated 
in "the last end of the idignation" (cf. Dan. 8: 19) under the 
Romans. Deut. 31: 29, and Rom. 11 ought to· help us to under
stand this. Israel's national probation under the Law ended 
with her rejection of the Lord Jesus, and· coincidentally with 
the expiration of the "70th week", which "week" immediately 
followed the expiration of the 69th "week." Paul knew what 
he was talking about in Rom. 11; national 187'ael was at an end 
"until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Israel's end time 
is behind them; they are now facing a new beginning in that 
respect. The Gentile nations are facing their end time however, 
;;nd for the same reason that Israel faced hers, viz., for the 
rejection of God's Son as Saviour, Lord, and King. 

I believe that we are now watching the fulfilment of Isa. 
61:4 in Palestine. (c£. My Watch, No. 28, p. 2). If not, then 
there is no logic in our teaching the soon coming of the Lord 
Jesus, for that cycle (dar) of Israel's "desolations" are her last 
before He comes. See !sa. 62: 4. These two chapters belong 
together. The Arab-Ishmael and Esau-will make their la;;t 
move in their'milleniums of jealous and murderous hatred In 
the not distant future, I believe, and we shall be face to face 
with Armageddon and the fulfilment of !sa. 63: 1-6. But that 
day of "vengeance" is aginst .Ishmael and Esau, and not against 
Israel. Do let us bear ·that in mind when this stroke of God's 
outpoured wrath falls. If you are not following closely the 
present ·unfolding of the Arab situation you are missing the 
most tragic events in .the unfolding of our end time. And, I 
believe, that this is the direction in which to look for the "rev
elation (uncovedng)" of " the son of perdition" of 2 Thess. 
2: 3. I almost hold my breath when I speak of these things, for 
well I know' that all this is not in accord with what we are 
being taught by our prophetic teachers of the day. I do not 
hold these things in a dogmatic spirit. I only know that I am 
seeing thtlse things in this light as I study ever more ;;md mo~e 
deeply the Word of God. I can only bear· my testimony In 
humility. If the Holy Spirit is thus unfolding the Word, then 
He will establish it, for that is His business. I know that the 
original intent of God's Word never changes; and it is that 
intent alone I seek. To this end I pray and study .. My only 
text books are His Word and the historic data that exactly fits 
that mold. God's Word is its own best commentary. 

You said that your exposition of Ezek. 38 and 39 would dis
appoint me. Brother ---, believe me when I say, that what-. 
ever disappointment I feel it will not spring from a controvers
ial spirit. You have done your best with your point of view; , 
and if it is according to the original intent of God's Word it 
will stand, and' no one can do anything against it. And if it 
is not, you would be the first one to ·want it to come to nought. 

Equally you may be disappofuted in my findings; but, like 
you, I have donI;! my best with the light I have had, and if my 
findings are in ·accord with the original intent of the Word, then 
they will stand. But if they are not they must come to nought, 
and I will be .the first one to want it to be just so; for there 
"is nothing I can say that has any value ·whatsoever· apart from 
its utter ,harmony with the Word of God. Feeling this way 
about it has taken every bit of the. desire for. ~ontroversy ol,lt 
of me. I do long for real conference ·with men of God over 

these things, and together search the scriptures to see if these 
things be so in a truly Berean fashion. A controversial spirit 
will get us nowhere. Neither will it get us anywhere to dismiss 
the points of disagreement with a wave of the hand, and "agree 
to disagree." If earnest, sincere seekers after truth, disagree 
there ought to be a sincere desire to find out just where we 
begin to disagree. Our conclusions are not the place to start 
but rather with our premises. If we disagree in our premises 
we can never hope to agree in our conclusions. So I feel that 
we will do well to thoroughly examine our premises; and the 
more carefully if .we find we are not all in agreement on a 
vital doctrine or interpretation. 

'No "root of bitterness" m,ust be allowed to spring up in our 
hearts as towar9. each other as we pray and labor toward an 
agreement. But ,our endeavor toward that end must not end 
in a lot of "pussy-footing," for that will get us nowhere. We 
simply have to get rid of all shoulder chips, roll up our sleeves 
and go at it as though we meant business. This is no "petting
party" business. 

I believe that Dr: Shields has raised an issue that demands 
the prayerful attention of every Fundamentalist. Dr. Scofield 
meant all right, but there is no man living or ever has lived, 
whose interpretations of the Scriptures are not open to amend
ment; and for that reason, if for no other, no running Com
mentary by any man, or body of men, should be allowed to 
be bound under the same cover with the inerrant Word of 
God. The Holy Spirit indited that Word, and He must be left 
free to interpret it to the heart of the reader. 

You know, and I know that thousands are reading the Bible 
with the Scofield notes appended as though those notes were 
as authoritative as the text itself. What chanc,e has the Holy 
Spirit in case Dr. Scofield should be wrong? and indeed as 
he can be proven to be wrong, for he was but a fallible man 
after all. 

We loved Dr. Scofield while he lived; and we love his mem,ory. 
now that he .has gone to be with the· Lord; but if it can be 
shown that his interpretations of God's· Word are not borne 
out by the Word itself, those interpretations should be amended, 
or removed from the Book. But even if that should be done, 
still it would be found necessary with increased light to amend 
those amendments, because only fallible men are available for a 
revision of the marginal comments and footnotes of what has 
now come to be known as The Scofield Bible; something that 
never should have been possible. I never realized the enormity 
of it until I began to read Dr. Shields recent series on the 
Lord's return. It has come to me as something of a shock. But 
it has set me thinking. 

God could not have chosen a better man for his hard task 
than Dr. Shields. It ought not to make him enemies, but it 
will. What a· pity that the very men who should be glad to 
help from a sheer love of the. ';I.'ruth will perhaps be the very 
ones who will try to hinder him in his search for it. As he 
says, "the Truth has· nothing to fear from discussion." If Dr. 
Scofield is wrong, he would be the very first to make an effort, 
to have the wrong corrected; I know that from my own per
sonal experience with him. I do not say that Dr. Shields· is 
always right, and I may not always agree with him; but I do 

. believe that the time has come when the Fundamentalists should 
meet the challenge which the Scofield Bible itself. makes. 
(Addenda, July 30th-l did not mean by that that 1 was right 
and you wrong, for the very opposite is more likely to be true. 
You will understand.--J. S. "R.) 

If it is right for one man to Copyright and bind his running 
Comments and interpretations with the Word of God as has 
been done by Dr. Scofield, then it is right for any other man 
to do the same thing; and will no doubt be done by others. 
That phase of .the matter ought to receive prayerful attention, 
even apart from the questions that Dr. Shields is raising as to 
the reliability of many of the Scofield Bible footnotes. 

I believe that the Holy Spirit is seeking to r.ighi a great 
Wrong, and the question is, will we help or hinder Him? 
Personally I want to help, though I am not sure that there 
is very much I can do. But whatever I can do 1 stand ready 
to do. The Truth as revealed in the Word of God means more 

. to me than anything else in all the world. , 
Under separate cover I am sending a full set of my little 

paper, My Watch, to date, i.e., Nos. 1·to 30. I have not been 
able to publish further is!!ues since my husband's death in 
January, 1930. I will enclose No. 25 however with this letter, 
:Eor I would like' you to read my reasons for believing· that 
"the time of Jacob's trouble" of Jer. 30:7 is long since past. 

If that awful tribulation period of God's outpoured wrath 
upon Israel in Jeremiah's day for their Ptlrsistent idolatries 

(Continued· on page 16) 

.. 
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tEbt 31arbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 
"PRISONERS OF HOPE." 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis St~eet Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, July 31st, 1932. 
(Stenographically Reported). 'Broadcast over OFRB, 690 k.c. 

"Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even ,to-day do I declare that I will render double unto 
thee."-Zachariah 9:12. 

Prayer before the Sermon. them." And Paul, in the epistle to the Ephesians, re-
For this great truth, 0 Lord, we give Thee thanks, that cords that that prophecy was fulfilled by our Lord's 

the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was . "Wh h' d d h· h hId 
lost. We thank Thee for the mult~tude in this plaee who have ascenslo~ : . en e aseen e up on Ig, e e cap-
been found of the Good ,Shepherd, and who have been. broug.ht tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." 
in safety to the fold. We praise Thee for the assurance that This prophecy, however, has a larger sweep and a fuller. 
the other sheep which have not yet come must be' brought. significance than the mere passing recognition of our 
We thank Thee for the truth that salvation is a1"1 of grace: I d H d JIBe d db· . 
in its .beginning, in its oontinuance, in its completion; we are .. or as. e entere erusa em. yon ou t, It IS a 
saved,· by grace alone. prediction of the ultimate universal triumph of Jesus 

We beseech Thee to grant us the illumination of Thy Spirit Christ when He shall ·be everywhere recognized as King 
this evening, that this 'great truth may dawn upon the con- of kings and Lord of lords. But this verse which I have 
scious;ness· 'of many, that souls dead in trespasses and sins 
may be quickened into newness of life; that some who see read to you is a word, which, properly understood and 
men but as trees' walking, and who ,have an imperfect appropriated, may prepare us all to share in that glorious 
conception of Thy· sa'1vation, m'ay be led to a clear,er view of triumph: "Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of 
Jesus Christ, and may thus rej,oice in Him as' Saviour. hope: even to-day do I declare that I will render douhle 

Bless, we pray Thee, the tes.timony of Thy word' by radio 
this evening. Wherever Thy gosp,el shall reach, whether from unto thee." 
this service ·or from other places of worship where Jesus The tenth verse represents our Lord as the Prince of 
Christ is uplifted as' the .sinner's only Saviour, and men are Peace,' and all our fine plans for a universal and unbreak
commanded in His name to rePElPt, we pray that the power of 
Thy Spirit may be present to heal. able peace must fail apart from Him. Enduring peace 

Be mindful of such as 'are 'laid' aside, those who in 'hospital, will come to the world only when this prophecy becomes 
in sanitaria,and in their own homes, ,hear this service this history: "And his dominion shall be from sea even to 
evening. May Thy presence be very real to them, and Thy 
quickenin.g power be experienced by many. Use this service, sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth." 
we beseech T:hee, foor the glory of Thy great name in the A description, an exhortation, and a promise, will en-
salvation of men. I 1 h·l· . Thus would we pray for all who are assembled in Thy gage our thoug It for a litt e w I e thIS even mg. 
name. We thank Thee that Thou art EWer present in the I 
mids:t of Thy people. We beseech Thee to bless the small . 
companies of people ,who, gather in the countryside where Here CER'f;\IN PEOPLE ARE DESCRIBED as "prisoners of 
there are but few in number; may the presence of the Lora hope". I am sure we know something about the prin
in the midst fill the pIa'ce, so that they shall be more con- I· . d" f b 11 
scious ,of Him than of each ,other. Let Thy 'blessing abound cip e Illvolved III that escnptlOJ;1, or y nature we are a 
toward all who seek to worship Thee in spirit and in truth. thus imprisoned, and the gospel, the Whole message of the 

,Guide us in every exercis,e of this hour to Thy praise, since gospel, is predicated on that assumption; it hinges on the 
we 'a's,k it in the name ,of Jesus Christ ,our Lord', Amen. assumption that men have been deprived of their divinely-

It is surely self-evident that if no man knows the ordained liberty, that they have lost their ·crown and their 
things of a man save the spirit of man that is in him, sceptre, and have been brought into captivity to one who 
even so the things of God knoweth no man but ,the Spirit is their master, and who leads ,them captive ·at his wm· 
of God. And, as the New Testament writers claim to ' The gospel always assumes a jailer, and' unbreakable fet
speak not in words which man's wisdom teacheth I;>ut ters, and a locked door, a soul in bonds which no human 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things power can break. 
with spiritual, we are on -the surest footing when we find If there are any here this evening, ur any who hear me 
a New Testament interpretation of an Old Testament through the air, who are not prisoners, who boast of their 
text. freedom, of their liberty and ability to do whatsoever they 

The sixth verse of this ,cha,pter is brougpt by the in- will, to go wheresoever they desire ;-if you are among 
spired writers of the Gospels into the light of the New . the number who suppose that you have power to work out 
Testame!].t: "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: in your own character all the beauties of holiness blended 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 'in moral perfection in that divine masterpiece, the man 
!?alvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt Christ Jesus; if you suppose that you are able without 
the foal of ·an ass." That prophecy was fulfilled when moral impedimenta to ascend into the heaven lies, and 
our Lord rode triumphantly into Jerusalem. keep company with the angels; or, if you imagine you are 

The eleventh 'verse of this chapter speaks of sending a warrior with strength to overcome all your enemies, 
forth prisoners out of the pit by the blood of the cove- and subdue them to your will,-if you fancy you are en
nant.· There is also aNew Testament record of the ful- titled to the Throne which exercises dominion over the 
fiIl11'ent of that scripture. In the sixty-eighth Psalm it is works 'of God's hands, if thus you are sufficient to your
said, ":rhou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity self, then there is no message in the gospel for you. But 
captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the if you are a prisoner languishing in a dungeon; if you 
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among complain that when you would do good evil is presen~ 
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with you, if you find that you are cribbed, ca;bined, and 
confined, and shackled by chains which you have no power 
to break, then I bring you a message of good cheer thi~ 
evening. For such is the gospel, a message to all who are 
prisoners. . 

There are some who are enslaved by the powers and 
passions of the body, who are in bondage to their grosser 
nature, men who are bound by chains of vice; but there 
are others who wear the silver shaakles of worldliness, 
and who are just as truly captives as those whose sins 
are more open and flagrant. While some yield perhaps 
to the appetites of the body in the grosser sense, there 
are 9thers who are equally bound by a. passion for ease, 
for comfort, for luxury. But whatever ,be :the form of 
bondage, to all such the body is not a palace but a prison, 
not a temple but a tomb. Thus men are held in bondage 
to their natural desires, living on the' low carnal plane, 
the flesh, and the mind of the flesh, dominating the life. 

"The same principle holds .in the mental realm. Of 
course, I know there are some who· boast of their intel-' 
leCtual freedom. They tell us they are free to spread their 
wings, and to fly into all the upper wider reaches of truth. 
That is their special vocation. I heard a university pro
fessor address a: graduating class on one occasion, when 
very solemnly, as though he were giving utterance to 
some very profound principle, he said, "Young ladies and 

. gentlemen, this is an age of quest; we must take nothing 
for granled." He said it with such an air that one might 
have supposed the interrogation point came into use 
chiefly when he went to college. Every mother knows 
that every child that ever lived was born in an age of 
quest. Leave the cupboard door unlocked-and you will 
soon discover it. All people have enquiring minds, and those 
who demand what they call "academic freedom", liberty 
to ask questions about everything, and boast of the wide 
range of their intellectual explorations, are' after all but 
barnyard fowl. They have no wings to fly with. If, in
deed, they: seek the exploration of regions beyond they 
soon discover that they are on a tether. They are like 
prisoners who are allowed to walk in the courtyard, or 
occasionally to mow the lawn or trim the ,flow:ers. But 
let them try to get away, and they will soon discover that 
the watchful eye of the guard is upon them. 

For only so far does the master of human spi ~-(s, the 
slav,e-driver who has brought men into captivity to his 
will-only so fa,r does he allow these so-called free men 
to explore, for "the God of this world' hath blinded the' 
minds of them which believe not, lest .the light of the 
glorious gospel of <;::hrist, who'is the image of God, should 
shine unto them." There is no fr,eedom apart from that 
which is divinely conferred; .J:here is no liberty apart from 

. I-lim Who is Himself the source and sum of aU law, for 
the perfection of law means the perfection of liberty. 

These prisoners are here described as "prisoners of 
hope", which does not mean that they are imprisoned by 
hope, but, being. in prison, they have hope. They are not 
prisoners of despair, but live in expectation of some day 
being delivered. 

What a blessing that is! I suppose there is a sharp 
distinction drawn in penal institutions between the man 
who is usually called a "lifer", and the man who is sen
tenced to a certain d~terminate term. The passage'of the 
years gives the -latter hope that by and by a great deliver
ance will dawn, that the prison doors will swing wide to 
him, and that he will again go out into liberty. There are 

men, so I have read, ~ho have been so long immured that 
they have lost all desire for liberty; they have become so 
separated from the world, and from natural fellowships, 
that even when the prison doors are thrown open, they 
prefer their chains to their freedom, and would deliber
ately choose -to remain _ captive. There are others, w.ho, 
while not content with their- lot, yet have no expectation 
of deliverance. . . 

Bu:t these prisoners are not resigned to their fate; they 
have not settled down to the <:onviction that there is no 
hope, that it is u!leless to expect they will ever be fre~ men. 
r have heard some men say, "It is no use, sir; I am a 
prisoner. The chains 'will never be broken. I despair of 
deliverance." I am not sure that they mean what they 
liay, for I believe that when hope dies within a man, when 
all hope of a better day and ,better things is taken away, 
life ceases to have any value. Weare, indeed, "saved by 
hope" in every' sense of the word. The hopeless man has 
no longer any reason for living. . 

I wonder if there are some who hear me to-n~ght who 
are ready to acknowledge :tJ1at they are prisoners, who in 
their own words have already made such acknowledge
ment, while others in the actual words of Scripture have 
exclaimed, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?" They cherish a hope 
that some day-some day~somehow, the shackles will be 
broken, and the prison doors will be opened. 

Have you read the history of "Chinese Gord~n," or as 
he was later known, "Gordon of Khartum": You re
member how he was permitted to go to the' Sudan, and . 
how there. by a British Government of which I have al
ways felt ashamed, he was forsakep. and left to his fate. 
The British residents of Khartum, when the forces of 
the Mahdi became supreme, found themselves prisoners 
indeed; and yet I am sure that every British heart throb
bed with hope. I am sure that everyone of them felt there 
must somehow come a day of deliverance. 

I remember talking, a few days after the Armistice, 
with a Belgian gentleman in Brussels, before the railways 
were restored giving access to Belgium's capital. He told 
me of the four years of bondage when they were required, 
when going along the street and meeting a German officer, 
to step off and give him rilght:of-way and .salute him; 
and of how they had to go to military stations and re
port periodically;' of how, without permission, the enemy 
walked. into their houses and took an inventory of all they 
possessed, and helped themselves to anything they wanted. 
Af.ter describing those four years of terror under the 
tyrant's heel he said, "vVe knew something was happen
ing outside that ring of' fire, but we did not know what; 
and' not until an hour or so before the German army 
evacuated Brussels had we any idea that the war had 
gone so well, and that deliverance was near. But still we 
kept up a cheerful heart. VYe lived by hope, although we 
had but little on which to base our hope." 

Perhaps there are some who hear me this evening who 
may be described' as "prisoners of hope"? What a picture 
this is! Can you imagine the emotions of the prisoners? 
Confined within their dungeons" their ,'thoughts have 
wandered far 'afield; and though their ~eet were in fetters, 
imagination took to itself wings, like Noah's dove, to 
explore and bring news of the other world. And into the 
prison there came at last news of a grea:t Conqueror vVho 
was rapidly approaching. Presently they heard the sound 
Of bugles, and of trumpets, and the tramp of a great army 
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-even of chariots which were twenty thousand. And as 
the' invincible and irresistible' Conqueror drew nigh, a 
great multitude acclaimed Him, saying, "Rejoice greatly, 
o daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: be
hold thy King cometh unto thee: he is just alJd having sal
vation." That word came through the iron bars, and 
penetrated even to the deepest and darkest dungeon, and 
found its ways to the lowest depths of the horrible pit. 
And wherever that word was heard it came as a gospel, 
and tl;1e prisoners became prisoners of hope. 

Have you heard it, 0 soul within the prison-house? 
"What? Didst thou not hear the music of the angelic 
host, "Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidi~gs of 
great joy, which shall b.e to all people. For unto you is 
born this' day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord"? And hast thou not heard His own 
gracious words, "The Spirit 'of the Lord is upon me, be
cause the Lord hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poo'r; he hath sent me to 'heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to .set at liberty: them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord"? ' 

And when the battle was joined with His enemies and 
thine, did not His shout of victory reach thee in the 
prison-house, "It is finished"? And did not the light of 
His resurrection penetrate thy darkness when He ascended 

, • on high and led captivity captive? Arid didst thou not 
hear how Heaven acclaimed the Conqueror 'and Deliverer? 
-"Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, 

, ye 'everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory'? The Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 0 ye 
gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the 
King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hosts, 'he is the King of glory." 

If so, though a prisoner still, surely thou art a prisoner 
of hope? Mayhap even now though the gloom of the 
prison still wraps .thee about, thou art saying in ·thine 
heart,-

"I know the serpent touched my heart; 
I saw his trail on hand' and brow; 

No sinless thought, no perfect part, ' 
But sullied breast and broken vow. 

But' now, I feel my need of Thee, 
And pride's elusions pass away; 

And oh, that Thou hast died for me 
Is more than all th~ world can say. 

"The wounded fawn in yonder glade 
Beside the doe seeks rest from hanri; 

The babe that scorned its mothers aid 
Flies to her at the least alarm. 

And thus I feel my need of Thee, 
When sin and pride would tempt me most, 

And oh!, that Thou hast died for me 
Is more than all the sceptic's boast.:' 

II. 
Suffer now this v\lORD OF EXHORTATION: I exhort you 

"to tur':l to the stronghold, ye prisoners ,of hope", to "cease 
from man, whose bre~th is in his nostrils, to cease from 
yourself, to cease to expect deliverance by anything that 
y,ou can do, to cease all attempts to justify yourself by 

works of righteousness which you may do. Our salva
tion is in God, and in God alone. And if Jesus Christ ,be 
not God" then there is no salvation for any of us. OUr' 
salvation is in Him, for He is the only God 'we know. 

He is our Stronghold bec~use He is in covenant with His 
people. He is in covenant-will you understand me when 
I say it, that He is in covenant with n!mself? Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, have entered into covenant with 
each other, undertaking to save rebellious men. That is, 
the ground of our hope. 

There are people with whom one cannot make a cove
nant. I do not know how the present leader of the Irish 
Free State expects any nation on earth to trust them when 
they openly and deliberately violate the explicit and un
mistakable terms of a covenant solemnly made. vVhen a 
man thus deliberately breaks his word, how can you tr.ust 
him in anything? vVnat is the use of making treaties 
with people who regard .them as nothing more thau ."a 
scrap of paper"'? There 'are men of honour who would 
die rather th'an break their word. Even men confirm their 
covenant with an oath, and there ].!: !:carcely a greater 
crime in the eyes of the law than that of perjury, for a, 
man to swear to something that is not true. Weare told 
in the New Testament that God, because He could swear 
by none greater, swore by Himself that "by two immut
able things, in which it was impossible for God .to lie, we' 
might have a sotrong consolation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hl)ld upon the hope set before us: which hope 'we 
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure arid stedfast, and 
which entereth into that within the veil." 

Salvation has at its base the oath-bound covenant of 
God that cannot lie'. That is a stronghold, when you re
member that God has pl,"omised, and that He can sooner 
cease to be God ,than He can violate His own word. Turn 
ye to that stronghold. Y Ott have resolved yourself-+and 
have broken your promise. Others have pledged their 
loyalty, have promised some act of service to you-but 
they have failed :to implement their promises. You have 
become cynical, and have asked if there is anybody you 
can trust. Yes, there is. But I know of only One, and 
that is God above. You can -trust Him a,bsolutely for time 
and for eternity. 

And He has covenanted to rel€ase the prisqners. Who is 
He? None other than the Lord Jesus 'Christ. He is the 
King. ' 
, I grow weary of hearing men talk of'my Lord Jesus 
Christ as the "meek and lowly Nazarene". He was meek 
and lowlv in heart, blessed be His name; but we must 
never fOfget that in fulfilment of the terms of His cove
nant He "spoiled principalities and powers" 'he made a 
show of them openly, triumphing over them in it". The 
mightiest thing God ever did He did at the place called 
Calvary. Only Almightiness could keep Almightiness in 
check, and when He sovereignly yielded His almighty 
hands to the nails, He invoked all the powers of Deity for 
the fulfilment of His covenant-pledge: "He died the just 
for the unjust that he might bring us to God:" Hence 
it is here written, "By the blood of thy cov'enant I have 
sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit." 

More than three hundred men went from this place 
during. the Great War to put to flight the armies of the 
alien, forty-one of wh9m laid down their lives. And I 
am sure that even here, within the realm of human inter
ests, we are not unmindful of the value of those things 
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which were obtained for us at a price of blood. We our- have recognized that suit.' Because I w~s a 'short termer' 
selves feel that we are under oblig3ltion to see to it that the my clothes were put away, so I came out' with the same 
principles for which men died shall triumph. suit I wore when I went in; in that way nobody would 

But this Blood belongs to another category, to another recognize me as an ex-convict. The authoriti'es gave me 
realm. The blood that was shed at a place ·called Calvary five dolla!s, and .offered to send, me' back to the' 'place,: 
was more than human. He Who died there was made whence I came, but I asked to be sent to Toronto, think-" 
"after the power of'an indissoluble life". No man took ing there would be more ,chance of my securing employ
His life from, Him: "N 0 man taketh it from me, but ment there. But my five dollars are spen.t, I have no' 
I lay it down to myself. I have power to lay it down" employment, and I cannot even get home. This is my' 
and I have power to take it again. Thi~ commandment whole story." I should liked to have done more for him:: 
have I received of my Father." In that crimson stream I merely sent him home. 
were all the wealth and power of the universe. That was I fear that men who get out of prison these days are in. 
the divine pledge that He would proclaim liberty ~o the danger of faring not very well. It is hard enough for' 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are people who have never been in prison to get wprk, but'" 
bound: "By the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth wqat is to happen to the man wp.o has been in prison., 
thy prisoners out 'of the pit." When he comes out he must begin all over again-but 

Let me' remind you, my dear friends, that our cove-' how? 
nant-keeping God is bound-may I say it reverently-is .' What if the Lord were, to deal with us after the pr~n-' 
bound by the blood of the covenant to fulfil His promises. ciple of law and simply say, "I have cancelled your obliga-' 
It is written, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and tions of the past'oland will give you another charice; begin 
shall be satisfied." Men may have died in 'vain, and the t?-day ang make good"? I think most of us would say, 
causes for which they shed their ,blood may ultimately, be "If salvation is nothing more than the remission of sins; 
overwhelmed ill,defeat, but Jesus Christ did not die in that are past, and a chance to do better, I cannot see much 
vain. Not one drop ~f His pr~cious blood can possibly be prospect of my making the end of the journey." But that 
wasted. He paid a price for the redeniption of sinners, is not the gospel. . Listen: "To-day do I declare that I 
for the opening of prison doors to the prisoners of hope, will render double unto thee." Grace has a way of making'· 
and because He is God, and while He is. God-and He up the deficit. Grace'has a way of completing the broken. 
must for e"X~r be God-we may be absolutely certain that circle. Grate has a way of ·fulfilling Hfe: "We are con-' 
liberty will be given to those for whom Jesus Chri&t died. pIete in him, which is the head of all, principality and', 

I revel in the ,seventeenth chapt~r of John which re-' power.". Our God can pack a great deal into a few years .. ; 
cords what I think might well be called the high priestly What IS it you need my friend? Pardon for your sins? I 
prayer of our Lord. Often He says, "Father, I will!, I am authorized to tell you that He will "abundantly par
will! I will! I will that they also w.hom thou hast given don" ; He will blot out all your sins so that nobody will ever' 
me, be with me when;! I am; that they may behold my find the record again. His way of pardoning is to obHter
glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me be- ate the record altogether. In the safe in the church office' 
fore the' foundation of the world." Your salv3ltion and --or somewhere in our archive5-'-is a minute-book of this· 
mine is not in our feeble wills. We have no power to church dating back seventy-,five years or'more. In that 
br~ak the chains, we have no power consistently to the book there are a few pages that have been marked,' I do· 
end of the journey to carry out any clearly defined pro- not know whether with ink or paint, but there are wide' 
gramme., Your will' is of no value in this matter. The 0 black stripes drawn across the writing on both sides, so' 
only guarantee of' the salvation of apy soul is the sov- that even if you hold it up to the light you cannot 'see what 
ereign will of God 'Himself. On the basis of wHat God . was written there. I 'suppose there was g.omething written, 
has planned, what He has promised, and wh3lt He will there that was . not very complimentary to g.omeone, and 
sovereignly perform, \ve may dare to hope for the larger the person who blotted it ol1t was determined that no· 
libertv. one should read it in the future. ,The hand that did it 
"T~rn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of hope." has long passed away. In our denominational battle foT' 

How often have' I seen it in thil? place! How, often have the Bool< of a few years ago, a litt1,e man of whom no one 
we all seen it I-those .who have found every other per- had ever heard, went to the, Home Mission offices of the' 
wn fail, and all institutions fail, and their own efforts old convention and asked if he might examine the minute' 
fail, and who have been all but in despair, have heard of books to'see if he could "get something on Dr. Shields"!' 
the great Conqueror, the Lord Jesus; 'and as they have I 'had given years of . service to Home Missions, and for-· 
trusted in Him they have found liberty at last. There is tunately, had he been given ;!ccess to the minutes he' 
in Him freedom for this life, and eternal salvation in' would have found enough to humble him. But the 
the future. thought of that 'adversary and his malignant endeavour 

III. 
Come we now, briefly, to consider THE PROMISE: "rurn ' 

you to. the ~trong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to-day 
do I declare that I will render double unto thee." Nat 
very long ago a mati came to see me, asking that he might 
have a private interview. I took him aside and he ·said, 
"I have just come out of Kingston penitentiary. I served 
a short sentence, and was allowed wme months and seven
teen days off for good conduct. They offered'me a suit 
of clothes, but anybody whQ had ever been there wo~ld 

were just like Satan himself. How the devil would gJo~t 
over us if he could "get something on us!" But when 
our 'covenant-keeping God litberates the prisoner He 
"abundantly" pardons. He blots out our 'sins so that ev.en 
the accuser of the brethren standing before our great 
High Priest will never be able to lay an aocustation against 
us. "The blood of T esus Christ his Son clean seth us 
from all sin." He via shes it away 00 that not only the 
devil cannot see it, but better than aU; even God Himself 
cannot see it. It is promised, "Their sins and their in
iquities will I t;emember no more." 

----_.-. ------ d 
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JOY BELLS RI~GING. Jesus Ghrist !responded. They wanted to At the end of that time, if they had 
Pages might be devoted ,to the news help build the church, land all agreed to walked as Christians should, the chureh 

"which has recently come from our work- do 'all they could; indeed they planned to would cOllJSider them. Should the church 
.e118 in the .Republic of Liberia, West start getting the sticks ·on the following be satisfied with them, they will be put 
. Africa. How interesting are the letters Monday. The women are going ,to do the on probation :f.or another period that they 
which bring to us the ihappy tidings of smearing; the men will get the mud, :the may have .plenty of time to think things 
souls converted in that f·ar-off land and sticks and the thatch, and put the build- through and ;prove their ,s~ncerity." . 

-tell 'Us of changed lives among thos·e who ing together, and at Geah-B-ar-Zondo "Weare very happy about their com
'but a short time ago were raw !heathen. there will very Is'hortly be a c!hurch. No ing, and pray that it may he that the. 

wonder Mrs. Mellish says, "Y:ou cannot Lord will lay His hand' upon them for 
Geah-Bar-Zondo .Trophies. imagine our joy! We felt like shouting, our future evangelists," continues Mrs. 

Miss . Stacey writes of the little girl 'Praise the Lord, f!'lom whom all bless'- Mellish's letter. 
-who ha's ;been given to her, H,ttle Gray- ings flow', 'and this we did." 

B- Th t f G B . . Language Study. 
ow. e 'S ory 0 ray- ow IS 'an lD- A' Business Meeting of the Chur-I. . 

teresting one. Her mother and her "-Il • Again th,e home folk are asked to re-
'f,ather are ·botih Christians, but their little at Geah-Bar-Zondo. member the missionaries as they en-

.. one 'belonged from the standpoint of pas"- Much prayer has 'been made that the deaVior to master that difficult B-assa. 
session to the Chief. It was with great missionaries' helper, Mr. Lafayette They are' working harn with the lan-

joy, therefore, to all when the Chief's Payne, should see the truth of baptism guage, 'and IMrs. Mellish has been en
perm-is'sion was obtained to .give t'he little and obey the Lord's command regarding couraged by the words of the c!h.ildren 

.girl to the mislsionaries. Of the return it. La£ayette has 'been :the Head Boy of "Mrs. know too much .Bassa". During 
trip from the New ·Cess Station, Miss the Missio~ ~~r some six months. He the ric~ season, the missionaries spend 

'Stacey writes':- . w~s .a Chnsban when he ca:n·e t.o the much bme o~ the farms with the people. 
"We took the ba'bies with us, and ·Gray- MISSIon, but had not been baptIzed m the On one occasron 'at -Dabbo's far-m, ·a grou·p 

:Bow's mother met us half way when we Scriptural manner. It was another composed of the missionaries Dabbo 
were making the ;return tri'P. She gave cause for rejoicing and an answer 1\;0 Mary and Gawdua, could have been I!ee~ 

'us such ·a nioe big hug, she was so glad prayer wihen he voluntarily, and with kneeling under a !':ittle bit of shelter 
· to see -us', anel that did make us feel g'ood, ever¥" evidence· of deep convi~tio?- con- prayin~ earnestly that they might all b~ 
because it showed that she really did love carnmg the matter, made apphcatIon f·or more lIke J.esus. No wonder the mis
us. She is 'a real Chri-stian. Her hus- baptism 'and church membershi.p. The. sionary writes, "I cannot tell you how 

· band, too, is' a ·good -Ghris,tian man, and mi.ssionaries were satisfied that he had happy we 'are here, ISO happy that we 
-he is. often: caned "small boy', because he had a real experience, and was definitely have the privilege of working among 
· has hut one wife. That may seem- to :be trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for h1:s. this· people." . 
a .small thing to the folks at home, but s.alvation, but an examination of the . 

· out here it is considered an insult t.o be candidate by the church was necessary Happenmgs at New Cess. 
· called 'small'." and a businesSi meeting was called. 'An interestiI?-g letter, dated June 19th, 

Miss .Stacey further writes:: "We have . "I wish you could have seen the Chris'- has b~n rec~lved from -Mr~. H~nc.ox. 
· some oof ,the sweetest Ghristians here at. bans and could ,p.ave !heard them as they She wntes whIle her husband IS enJ'OYIng 
· Gea:h-B-ar-Zondo. There are now seven questioned Lafayette. The joy that it a copy ,o.f THE GOSPEL WITNESS. How 
chur-ch members and when you think that gave us while we listened ·was. worth a much Ibhe paper means to them in Li
this Miss.ion 'has' been establis!hed for jus·t whol.e yeaT'~ work. The que~tions' were be~ia! Seldom·a lettex: ~ receiv.ed !"h-iclJ. 
a little more than ·a year, I think the senslbIe, logrcal and Ibo .the ;POlDt. These ~a1Is to express app~ecl"atlon of It., How 

· Lord has been more than gracious to us." men cannot read or wrIte, hut they ihave mterested we are lD thu Doctor s ser-
'.' been tau.gih-t 'by the Holy Spirit, and know .mons"! say!s Mrs. Hancox in this one; 

Another LIttle Bassa Girl Comes. whom they have believed." ''we WIsh hIm every blessing." 
We are told that another little haby It seems that on our MiSISion Stations The Morning Se v'c 

· girl ilia.s been given to ~rs: MelliSih. Her the candidate f~r baptism give~ his rea-. .' r I e: . 
· name lII! Joy, and she IS Just about two sons for wantmg to be baptlzed, and On S~nday ~ornlDg, June 19t~, th~re 
· years old. Miss Stacey tells USI that the thep. he is questioned. Mrs. 'Mellish tells was a mce servIce at ,the church m SPIte 
first day little J?y 'wa~ with. them, us that such questions as why, when he of the f~ct tha.t the :f.oll~s all seemed to 
Gl"ay-Bow began mstructmg her; she had been sprinkled, should he 'aslk fool' be late :liar theIr res.'Pectlve. classes. .By 

· made her close her eyes and ;pu~ !her h~nd baptism, ·were ,put, and that they were eleven, h~wever, ·all ha.d ·a~ved! !lnd the 
· over them when ;the others were praYIng. answered v.ery satisfactorily. "It was Word was preached lD slmphclty and 

. d d I . . ht t G d earnestness. 
A Bible Study Class and a New Church. I~tt~e ba ~deasLlDafg Slgtte .odsee . t~w. ua TJIe mi~onaries long to report con-

I M .... II' h' I d t d J . Sl lDg eSI e aye an ques lonmg . 'b t th h.... '. , n, rs. '~Y.le 1S setter, !l e -une him' like one who had long been a versl~ns, u ere ave ,"e~n none Just 
5th, we ·a~ mtroduce.d to tihe. BIble -St~dy Deacon," s'ays the letter. recen.ly, and. so they cont~nue ~o sow 
.Class., w:hl.ch meets each Fnd!lY. even!ng On Sunda June 5th La.:fa ette Pa e t~e Seed, le!lvmg the rest WIth HIm who 

· lD the hvmg-room of the mISSIonarIes' was b~ried i~ the wate;s of bi'Ptism, -!ft- glv·eth lhe lDcr~ase. Ther~ seems to Ibe 
home. T·he class was first of ~ll begun nessing thereby that ilIe 'had believed on a real -mterest m the serVIces, and ~'l"~. 

· that ~e H~ad ~oy, Laf~yette, ~lg'ht have the Lord Jesus Christ and wa's his dis- Hanc?x te~ls us that, even though It IS 
defimte iBlbIe lDstructlOn, as It seemed ciple farnung tlme, that they are not too 

· that at oother times he was so 'busy inter- . badly attended. T'he people 'at New Gess, 
preting, ,or helping, that he had little Many Other Applicants. however, are .much the same as':the .people 
time to get help ilIillUlelf. The people, "'IThis week", Mrs. Mellish further here in Canada, they are indifferent and 

· hearing of the class, Came too, and were states, "eight children came and asked reluctant. to forsake their ISillfl. "In the 
· permitted to attend. We are told that it for baptism. Most of these 'boys are dayis to come, if the Lord tarry, I be
:is a splendid opportunity, for they often around .sixteen, seventeen and eighteen lieve His Word will'bear precious fruit, 
bring new town people ·with :lihem. years. of age, and they expressed them- and we will have many jewels for His 

After the class held on Friday, June s·elves 'as wanting to follow the Lord. Kingdom, plucked as brands from the 
· 3rd, Mr. Mellish opened his heart to thoose They are 'boys who have been at school burning," is a sentence from Mrs'. Han-
gathered there and told them how much for more than a year, and it is 11.0 sudden cox's latest repoTt. 

· a . chW"ch building was needed. He ex- decision. They all said that it was 'on 
'PlaiDed: to them that their help should be the Mission that they had given their 
given 1\;0 make this possi'ble. It was in- hearts to the Lord. We had a lovely 
deed gratifying to see 'how those who ta:lk with them,and told them that we 

:had so recently 'believed upon the Lord would watch their lives for one month. 

The Cruel Drivers. 
Just when life on the Missilon S'tation 

seems a !Series of duties that follow day· 
after day .in monotonous routine, when 
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there seems little encouragement and the of blankets they did. After the washing, 
workers 'are weary, something ex:citing there is .the 'patching ·and mending ;to be 
invariably happens. So it was on the attended to. The patc.hes I pinned on, 
occa'si"on Qf the' visit of ,the cruel driver and Miss' Lane kindly sewed them by her 
.ants. M-rs. Hancox wri,tes: "T.he watch- machine. Some ·of the blankets!, however, 
man had just arrived the other night. are past repair and' cannot be used 
Ed. was getting ready for his Bible Class again." (This paragraph from Mrs. 
when we he·ard· ,the call, 'M'ammy., Hancox's letter.) 

The Programme at Geah-Bar-Zondo. 
From M·onday until ~iday, each morn

ing there is s·chool from nine until noon. 
There is Bible study and language study 
with Lafayette each morning before 
school. In the afternoons MTIil. Mellish 
and Miss' Stacey often' visit villages ne'ar 
the Station, and in their endeavor to give ' 
the peo.ple the ,Gospel are greatly helped 
from a standpoint of getting the vernl¥!u
lar of the peo·ple. 

Mammy'. We looked out the window 
and called to the watchman, asking what Liberian Styles Described. 
was the matter, and the answer we got T·he 'amusing Iside of a mis.sionary's 
was 'Newy, drivers'. The chiLdren were.all life ,can be appr.eciated when we read 'a 
over at evening prayers, so we hurried little paragraph telling of the satisfac
to give the alaTlll. I ran to tell M4ss tion which some of the ;people have in 
Lane, for the drivers were in the chicken donning the clothes which they obtain in 
run. Our children responded ,bravely. one way or another. In must be funny 
'The big boys worked well, .standing in to s·ee a black lady s'ailing into church 
the midst ·of the drivers in order to res- with all the airs befitting the occasion, 
cu·e the hens. The ,poor 'boys were decked out in a crinkly bed-:spread, or :to 
.covered with the ·things and b~tten Ibadly, see a chap almost ,bursting with pride be
and what a pitiful si'ght the hens were cause he has secu-red a mouldy overcoat 
'as they were handed out to us, and we which the m~ssionary has dis·carded. The 
set to work :to get the ants off them. heat would nev'er interfere with hiis wear
"There were miUions of ants. One little ing it. Indeed, the coat to hiin is a. thing 
chicken wa's handed to me, ·and we of 'beauty and a· j'oy forever. Another 
worked hard to get the miserable things chap has b~en fortunate enough to find 
off it, ,but it was s'o badly bitten it died. some place a ,pair of socks and 'a pair of 
We do praise God that all the big hens shoes. The shoes are much too large for 
were saved." him and have many holes, ·but he wear,s 

And of this experience Miss Lane' also 
writes: "If you could have seen us taking 
the chickens' fr·om the, boys as' 'they Tan 
in ·and out of the coop, 'and our trying 
to free them, I am afraid you WQuld 
have laughed. We had to stamp 'our 
feet to keep as many> of the ants as we 
·could . off ourselves, yet every time we 
took the chickens by the legs, the drivers 
would run up ,our arms -and all over us. 
Drivers know how to bite, so we learned 
·to do some fancy steps in 'an endeaVlor 
to keep them off." Mis,s Lane tells us. 
too, that she has seen the dTivers kill 'as 
many as sixteen of Mr.s. Davey's 
-chickens at one time. 

After the Drivers, Snakes. 
W'hile the work was going on to save 

the chickens, the watchman called franti· 
cally to Miss: Lane, and she moved just 
in time to 'avoid a ·cassava snake. In the 
dusk s>he had no:t noticed it. 

Mr. Hancox also had 'a recent en·coun
ter with a snake. He was having 'a game 
-of hide and seek with the chHdren one 
evening, an!! was just about to enter a 
hiding place when he saw the snake. 
Before it moved it hissed at ihim, but he 
saw it in time to avoid danger. The 
children . were called from ;their hiding 

,places, ·and although darkness was fall
'ing, they soon made shOTt work of the 
intruder with stones. No one knew who 
really killed the snake, so all the chil
.dren had to he rewarded the next day 
with a peanut scramble. 

Something of That Routine. 
"The blan~ets are .g·etting washed and 

ready for the ·children on their return 
fr·om holidays. One of the boys washed 
twenty-four. It was certainly ·a big job. 
Then 'some of the girls begged to be 
a:Ilowed to wash IS'ome fOT some beads I 
n'ad. The longing for beads' was con
tagious, and ,before llong, big girls and 
little girls were into the school tubs 
stamping the 'blankets ·and scrubbing 

. away ·at them merrily. In some cases 
the 'beads had to be ;filirellided, but now 
the girls are all proud poss'esso,rs of a 
:string or more., according to the number 

them. no doubt enjoying immensely 
every bit of the flapping noise they 
make. 

A Bible Class is held on Monday even
ings for the 'school children and town 
people, and there is a class on Friday 
evenings for Bible study, for church 
members and other interested ones. 

At 6 o'clock each morning from Mon
day to Friday, Miss Sta·cey has a cllliSS 
for the teaching of Christians :to read 
their Bibles. There is a prayer meeting 
at 6.3-0'a.m., and the Head Boy conducts 
prayers with the children at 5.45 each 
morning. The mis·sionaries have prayer 
with the children each evening, ·and very 
often in the evening 'services are held in 
different villages. 

A Peep in on Miss Lane. 
At New Cess' Station there is a de

manding programme also. A family of 
ninety-six childr·en needs a great deal of 
.supervising, and then there is ·the medi-

Attendants from the Gre-gre Bush. cal work. 
Anyone who has made the slightest From Miss Lane's letter, we gather. 

study of Airiea knows -a little of ·what that· she usually rises at ,5.30 a.m., and 
the Gre-gre Buslh stands for. The that her day itS crammed full. On Sun
Liberian customs are much the same as 9.ay ,there is first of all the prayer ;time 
those to be found in other parts of ~th the children; then breakfast 'and the 
AfTica, and the IGre-gre Bush is an -insti- giving out of the cJ.othes to the boys and 
tution. .The awfulnesls of the ceremonies girls that they may be dressed in their, 
which take place 1lhere; the training best for chur·ch. Since the epidemic of 
V4hich is giv-en the children, cannot be mumps on the Station, there are more 
described, but 'one of the Head W'omen than the usual number who are ill, and 
has brought her little grandchild to the these need to be 'attended to. Then there 
Mellishes. 'Dhe missionaries 'are of the is the little one that Miss Lane looks 
-Opinion that this Old Woman of the upon as ·her own girlie;to ·be looked., after; 
Gre-gre Bush is so disgusted with it that the 'house needs to be tidied, 'and the 
she wishes ,to sav'e her little grandchild babies need to be made rellidy for Sunday 
from its demands. Another strange School. At 9.30 'a .. ~. there is the Young 
thing is that two of the girls from the People'·s·Class; 'at 10 .. 30 the Women's 
Bush l"e·gularly attend ,the Station ser~ Class, and 'at 11 o'clock the church ser
vi'Ces, the Bible ;Class 'and Enquirers' vice. After chul"c'h there 'are those who 
CIass. One c·annot understand how this' have come to the church service and need 
has come about, but the miss-ionatjes medicines. At times it seems as if a 
pray, and su-rely the home folk join them, whole hospital is 'at the door. _After all 
that there may be a turning to the Light have ,been attended to, and things have 
by the old wo~an 'and by these girls quieted down once more, it is time in
whom she has heretofore schooled in the deed for the missionary to think of din
terri-ble :heathen customs. nero It is well along -into the afternoon 

'before s,he can have it, and we must l'e-
Are Our Missionaries Busy? member that she has been 'busy since 

W'hen ,the' "temptation comes to those 5.3!} in the morning. 
in the Homeland to plead that they are It has just ihappened that Mr. MeHiSIb 
too busy to write to the missionaries who and Miss Lane have in their recent let
are representing them in Li-beria, Wes,t ters given a little outline concernfng the 
Africa, it mig-ht be well for them to systeplatizing of the work, and we are 
reyiew the mis'sionaries' schedule,. re- passing it on. We can assure the read
membering that one cannot. eliminate ers of the Union Baptist Witness that 
interruptions 'and that the numbers who Mr. and Mrs. Hancox's schedule is just 
come to a missionary fOT 'help and c'on- as interesting a one. 
sol~tion c·annot. be tUI"?ed 'a~ay; ~hat The pioneer missionaries, Rev. and 
AfrIcan cere,monlal requIres' ~ehberatlOn, Mr.&'. Davey, who so valiantly laid rohe 
for th~ natIve knows. no1lhmg o~ the good· foundat~on of the work and worked 
nec~sslty .for speed m the ordmary alone on the field for so many months. 
affaIrs of hfe. . are now in the .homeland. The few weekS 

On Sundays, the lady missionaries of rest ,that they have had since their 
must supervi-se the preparations of :the return has already 'been helpful to them. 
large s,chool family. There is Sible School and they are looking much improved. 
at ten o'clock; the church service at Remember Mr. Davey in 'prayer, 'as he 
eleven; the Enquirers' Class at twelve serves during the month of August in 
o'clock. The evening service is held in his 'home church, Calvary Baptist 
a neighboring village. Church, Ottawa. 

" 'R' •• 
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MRS. ROBERTSON'S LETTER 
(Continued from page 7) 

was not this very "time of Jacob's trouble" of Jeremiah's 
prophecy, then what was it? Why push the fulfilment of this 
prophecy forward over two milleniums when just such a trib-
ulation was then impending? , 

And, likewise, why push forward the "great tribulation" 
which the Lord Jesus prophecied, when He Himself said it was 
to fall upon the generation then living. (ct. Mt. 23:31-36). 
And which Paul testifies in 1 Thess. 2: 14-16 did fall upon his 
own generation. Or why place a parenthesis of nearly two 
milleniums between '!the acceptable year of the Lord," and "the 
day of vengeance of our God/' when the Lord Jesus Himself 
proclaimed them both as the prophecy demands. The latter 
He proclaimed at the opening of His ministry. (ct. Lk. 4:16-21). 
The latter He proclaimed as due to fall upon that generation 
at the close of His ministry. (ct. Lk. 21:20-24), "For these be 
the days of vengeance," He declared. 

The Lord truly declared that the "gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the, world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come." (Mt. 24: 14) And Israel's end 
time could not close until this should be fulfilled; and Rome's 
hands were tied by it. But upon the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost this "witness unto all the nations" was 
begun, for ~'there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, out of every natio~ under heaven," and these heard 
Peter preach the "gospel of the kingdom" that day, and many 
of them were beyond question, in the purposes of God, among 
that nearly "three thousand souls" of Acts 2: 41. 

Then again in Acts 8: 1-4 we learn of 'those who had been 
'''scattered abroad" because of persecution, that they "went every 
where preaching the word:" And Paul bears testimony in his 
letter to the Colossians, written about 64 A.D., that the gospel 
had indeed been preached "in all the world,'" and "to every 
creature which is under heaven." (ct, Col. 1: 6, 23). 

I was struck with certain words quoted in this morning's 
(July 14) San Francisco Chronicle from the most recent Agree
ment signed by Britain and France, for it seems to me,such an 

. agreement is just what we Bible students and teachers need 
today, viz., to "exchange views with complete candor." We 
have an advantage which lJI.ay not pertain to the political 
leaders of today, and that greatest of all advntages is that 
we may have the Holy Spirit in our midst to "lead us into all 
truth." He must be more anxious than we possibly can be to 
bring us to one mind as concerns the interpretation of God's 
Word which He Himself indited, at least insofar as that is 
possible before "that which is perfect is come." For as yet, 
like Paul, we must say: "Now I know (only) in part." 

This is a much longer letter than I anticipated writing, but 
my heart is very full, and longs for conference with other 
sincere Bible students like yourself, Dr. Shields, and others 
like you. 

I count it a great privilege, not only to have seen and heard 
you, but to have had the more personal touch of our short 

visit together in my car as we went together after your hand 
ba? I took that little meeting as planned of the Lord, for 
neIther of us planned it. May it accomplish all that is in His 
will through it for both of us. 

God bless you Dr. ---
Yours and His, 

JESSIE SAGE ROBERTSON. 

THE THURSDAY LECTURES. 
We omit the publication of last week's lecture f~om this 

issue in order to give apace to other matters. At the out
set we stated the Lectures might not be published in un
broken continuity. Our readers may rest assured, how
ever, that every Lecture wiII be published in order 
ultimately, so that there may be no break in the study 
of the important subject with which they deal. Mean
while we hope our rea:ders will continue their studv of the 
subject independently. They will thus be better fitted to 
agree with us when we are right, and to correct us when 
we are wrong. 

TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 
Offers to students preparing f.or 'Christian work 

A Theological Course (Four years) 
. This includes: English, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Biblical In

trodu~tion, Biblical. '.Dheology! Biblical Interpretation, Sys
tematIc Theology, LIfe of Christ, ,Church History, Homiletics 
?astoral Theo,logy, Christian EvideIllCes, Psychology, Modern~ 
Ism and Modern Cults, N on-'Chr~stian Religions. 

A Missionary Course. (Three years) . 
'.Dhe subjects the same as the foregoing, with the omission 

of the f.ourth year . 
A Bible Course (Two years) 

The first two years· of the Theo:Jogical Course, omitting 
languages. 

• A Preliminary Course 
To meet the requirements of· an adequate preparation for 

the full Seminary Course. This cours·e includes: English 
Bible, Life of Ohrist, English Lailiguage, including Grammar, 
Literature, Composition, Elementary Science--Botany and 
Zoology, Mathematics-Arithmetic, British History, Latin I. 

The next .term hegins Tuesday, September 2l7th. 
Write for Prospectus. . 

Georgina Lindsay, T. T. Shields, 
o Secretary President. 

Address. communicatio,ns': Toronto Baptist Seminary, 130 
Gerrard St. E., Tor,onto 2, Canada. 

JOIN uTHE G~SPlEL ·WITNES~" FAMILY TO·DAY 
To uThe Gospel Witness," 130 Gerrard St. E., Toronto' 2. 

Please find enclosed the sum of two dollars, for which send me CCThe Gospel Witness" for one year 

and (cross out.one of the following-named books by Dr. Shields, leaving-the one preferred), nThe Most 

famous Trial of History" (sermons on the Trial of Christ); nChrist in the Old Testament" (Thursday 

evening Bible lectures from Genesis to Ruth). 

NAME (Mr., Mn., Miaa, Rev.) 

Address 

Anyone of the above-mentioned books without the paper, fifty cents per volume • 
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