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"Behold. he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kin­
dreds of the earth. shall wail because of him."-Revelation 1:7. 

Prayer by Rev. W. S. Whitcombe. 
We seek Thy face at this time, gracious Father, because 

Thy ,Spirit has impelled us to do so. Were it not that He 
had wooed and won us, and brought us to Thysellf, we· should 
not be in Thy courts to~night, nor seek to praise Thee. We 
can come ~nly 'by that way which the Lord Jesus ,opened up 
for us through His, flesh.. Therefore upon Thine own in­
vitation, and in the Way of Thy provis-ion, we come to Thee. 
. We have the .full and certain assurance of our accept.ance 
in the Beloved. W& rejoice in' that assurance.· We should 
not find .it possible. to believe that 'Christ receiveth s·inful . 
men were it not that Thy Word guarantees the truth of it, 
were it not that we know He receives ·us on the ground of 
the blood of the everlasting covena~t. We rejoice in Thy 
grace, in that incomparable salvation purchased .for us by 
Jesus -Ghrist. . 

As we come into Thy presence, quiet our hearts., we 'be­
seech Thee. Take from them all str,ife and turmoil, that 
as we contemplate Thee, we may know Thy peace, Thy 'holi­
lless, T·hy majesty, Thy love; that in Thy light may we see 
light, Yea, in Thy presence, '0 ,Lord, may we learn to abhor 
ourselves" to repent deeply of our sin, in order that we may 
.put all our sins under the 'blood, and kIlow the fulness of 
Thy divine forgiveness. Let us see our own weaknes's that 
it may be made perfect -in Thy strength. Let us know that 
we are as nothing ,before Thee, that we may ·be alble to do 
all things through Chris,t WIho strengtheneth us. 

,As we ,bow in Thy presence we realize more than ever be­
fore that we know not how ,to pray as we ought. Hear U's, 

. therefore, we beseech Thee, not according to. our asking 
merely, 'but according to the riehes of Thy grace in' Christ 
Jesus. .Let our very poverty, our impotence of spiritua;l 
speee'b., ,plead for .us to-night, that Thou mayest 'bestow upon 
us the fulness of Thy grace. 

Especially would we remember those who knoW' not the 
way of prayer at all, those who feel their need i~ 'a special 
way of divine comfort but know not how to touch even the 
hem of Thy garment. For those who will not pray for 
themselves, we pray to-night. 'We thank Thee that Thou 
receivest sin'ful men, that Thou dost never turn away those' 

Who come to, Thee. To those who are: sad, bring home to- . 
night the assurance that there is no sorrow of earth that 
Heaven canno.t heal. To the lonely, may the fellowship of 
Thy presence be made real. To those who are distracted 
with ~any cares, give Thy guidan<:~. To defeated ones, give 
Thy YlCtory. Oh, to ,each of us' give T,hine own appropriate 
blessmg. 

We would remember Thy word as 'it 'is preached and taught. 
We thank Thee that Thou art 'a ,God ,of love Whose unchang­
ing purpose is one of grace and s'alvation. Therefore when 
'we cry to Thee for the salvation of souls we have the 
assurance that we pray in accordance with Thy will. Thou 
dost not desire that 'a~y should ,perish, :but that men should 
turn from, their evil way and Rive. .so exercise Thy gracious 
ministry to-night' in 'the salvation of men. According to' 
Thine own promise, let not Thy word return unto Thee void, 
but let it aceomplish that whereunto Thou dost send it. And 
unto Thee we shall give all the praise and glory through Him 
Who died for us, Amen. . . 

In !he discussion of our subject this evening I recog­
nize that I am 01]. somewhat delicate ground. It- is not 
often from this pulpit I speak in such a way as to imply 
that· the message is del~vered to others beside those who 
comprise this congregation. I trust you will allow me 
to keep in mind on this occasion a much larger audience 
without than this building could possibly accommodate. 
It may 'l1~t b~ kt?-0wn to· all of you that many ministers 
o! all denommat.I.0t?-s'read THE GOSPEL WITNESS every 
~eek, that the mmIsters alone· on our list could not pos­
SIbly be. accommodated with~. this building. frequently 
we receIve requests from mmIsters for volumes 0'£ THE 
0>S:E~ yYITNESS back even to the beginning of its pub­
lIcatIOn. 

This evening I shall speak with this in view th~t in 
addition, ,to the people who' a!e here, many ,thous~nds will 
read ,thIS message,-many of them :ministers, many of 

.... 
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them teachers, and not a few of them professors and 
leaders in various forms of Christian service. I ask you 
to try to follow me as I speak in a style that is somewhat 
unusual for a Sunday J evening service; and if at any 
point I seem to any of you to' be somewha.t abstruse, if 
here and there I should venture beyond the extent of 
anyone's intellectual explorations, I trust you will try t<:> 
accompany me, .and, at the same time, resolve that you 
will do me the kindness of thinking through the sermon 
when it shall be pr.inted that you may have opportunJity 
to examine every word. 

I .begin this evening by laying a foundation for my 
argument. I want you to indulge me if, for a moment 
or two, my speech ·be somewhat metaphysical. 

All truth, like gold, has a certain intrinsic value. It is 
valuable because it is true. But all truth is not equal in 
value. The'value of truth is always relative. Its value 
is determined by the character of the subject to which it 
is related, by ~he character of ·the subject of which it is 
an integral part. . 

For example: it may be ;true that a certain physician 
specially expert ~n the treatment of certain diseases lives 
on the next street. If I am affllcted with a disease he 
is expert in treating, ;the truth about that physician will 
have special value to me personally. If I am free from 
such disease, if. I am perfectly well, and need not a 
physician, though 'the truth remains the truth ~n respect 
to tha.t man, to me it is a very unimportant' truth because 
I .do not need his services; and that particular truth is 
of value to me only to the extent in which I may be in­
terested in someone else who needs that physician's care. 
That is the philosophic principle contained in Christ's 
saying, "They that be whole nee!1 not a physician, .but 
they that are sick."· 

If that were. my thesis to-night, The Relative Value of 
Trtvth, I might survey the whole realm of the physical 
universe, terrestrial' and celestial, and in every category 
of physical facts I could find illustrations of my thesis, 
that ;the value of truth is relative. 

I want you to transfer that principle to the spiritual , 
realm. The Bible is a Book of incompar~ble worth. It 
is a divine, authoritative, revelation of '~ndiscoverable 
truth. Nothing in the Bible ·is unimportant. But not all 
the truth of the Bible is equally important. Each book 
of the Bible is invaluable because of its relation to the 
integrity of the Book as a whole, a:nd yet each book in 
the Bible is not of precisely the same value. It is all 
the word of God; !it is all divinely inspired; and, there­
fore, it is all true. But the truth which the Bible con­
ta:ins-or, using the plural form---.the truths which "'he 
Bible contains 'are not all of equal value. Every truth 
of the gospel is precious, but some truths of the gospel 
are more precious, more valuable, than others. 
, For example: let us suppose I have to go to Vancouver. 
I am, going on a train that is made up of a number of 
units: it is a train of many cars. There 1S a colonist 
car; there is a day Goach, an ordinary first-class day 
coach; there is a tourist car; there is a Pullman .sleeping 
car. Everyone of those cars is important. Even the 
baggage car is important to the unity of the train; if the 
coupling of the baggage car should break, you would find 
o),1t what would happen to the rest. 

I,have a ticket el1titIing me to transportation ftom To­
ronto to Vancouver, and I have a Pullman ticket intt> 
the bargain which entl.tIes me to travel first-class. I go 
down to the s~tion. It is' important to me -that I find 

\ 

my car, the car. in which I have a berth reserved for me. 
What· is the truth about that train? That such a car is 
numbered so-and-so, and my berdl is in that car; there­
fore, I want to find my berth. But ~t is more important' 
that I find the train than that I find my berth. If the 
supreme matter be that I get to Vancouver, then. the 
fundamental, the indispensable thlng, is ·that I shall some­
how get on the traih that .is going to Vancouver. Thus 
w:hen I go to the station, ·that is my first concern, Which 
is the Vancouver train? It is, better that I should get 
on the right train on the wrong car, than that I shouli:l. 
get lin the right kind of car on the wrong train. 

I never missed a train but once in my life. I seldom 
. reach the station ·five or ten minutes beforehand-but 
sometimes 'the train waits for me I-but I got to' the 
station on one occasion in time. to see the trajn moving 
out. The porter said, "Get on anywhere." He threw 
my bags on, and I got on any car I could catch-but 1 was 
on the train. After I was safely on the train, I had time' 

. to explore the train until I found my car. 
Do you see the principle? I hold there is a body of 

.truth revealed in the Word of God that is absolutely in­
dispensable ·to saving faith. In other words, there is a· 
body· of truth which will tell you how to get on the 
heaven~bound train. That ,is the m3!in thing, is it not, 
to be sure you are on the right road? Other matters are . 
less important. 

There are certain great truths 3!bout the person of Christ 
that are' indispensable to our salvation. For instance, 
that He is the eternal Son 9f God; that He died for our 
s~ns according to the Scripture; tha.t we are saved ·by His 
blood; tha·t He was buried, and that He ro~e again from 
the dead; that He is in session at the right hand of God; 
that He is some day- coming again a second time "with­
out sin unto' salvation". We must -believe the great truth 
of justification by faith, that we must be born again in 
order ;to be saved. Then, of course, we must accept the 
supreme authority of the Bible as the word of God. These 
are the heritage of the Christian church; these are the 
things that are, indispensable to faith .. 

There are other things' that are impol'tant. For in­
stance: there ,is my Episcopalian brotger. He believes 
in the doctrine of apostolic succession. He believes that 
he has derived his authority. straight from the apostles, 
a.t the tip of the Bishop's ·finger. Because of that, he 
would not allow me in his pulpit; I am only a layman, 
I am not in "holy orders", I have no apostolic authority. 
It is all fudge to me, and does not disturb me a little bit. 
But I am not going to quarrel with .him because he 
cherishes that figment of the imagination, apostolic suc­
cession. If he will not let me into his pulp~t, he is wel­
come to come to mine if he will preach the glOspel. 

There a:re our Presbyterian brethren, w.jth their Presby­
terian form of government and their practice of infant 
sprinkling. I do not believe in eiJther of them, but here 
is a Presbyterian brother who believes in the great verities 
of the faith, and is a sound Christian man who preaches 
the ,gospel with all his heart. All right, brother; you 
may come and preach for me any time you like. I think 
these other matters a-re 'not unimportant, but they are 
less important l\ihan the fundamental, vital thing. . 

So of our United Church ,brethren, and aJ.l the rest of 
them. So long as. ,they bdi«;!ve in those !indispensable 
elements which relate to the person Qf Christ and His 
work in behalf of sinners, and are partakers.in it all by 
simple faith, I give ··them the right hand 'of fellowship 
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'a:nd say, "God bless you, brother, The Lord will for­
give you all the rest Ii f you preaoh the gospel" -and I 
suppose IIlhey would say the sam~ ~o me. . 

The men who hold to the venfles of the fa1th are on 
the heaven-bound train. They. are on, the sam~ train, 
though they do not ride in my car. We are gomg the 
saine way, and I am willing to have fellowship w~th them, 

. an~, incidentally,. to go down and have a chat With them, 
and !show them my Pullman tioket, and 1;10 the 'best I can 
to persuade them to come with me and ride ~n a first-class 
Baptist Pullman car! 

Ilf that be true, surely in respect to these other matters 
which I have been discussing, whi:1e they are important, 
very important, yet I do not ·think they are indispensable 
to faith. . I can conceive of somebody's being saved 
through simple faith in . Christ, though he never heard 
there was to be a rapture of the church. I have no 
. hesi~ation in believing t1:Iat multitudes can· be saved with­
out having heard of the great tribulation, and personally 
I am confident there are thousands tin glory who never 
heard of many things that are in the Scofield Bible-nor 
do I think they have heard of them yet. I. 

I want to deal with those matters tllis' evening, so I 
repeat what I saJd last Sunday night-and you will see 
why I deal with these matters presently-that my dear 
friend, Dr. Pettingill, who has ol:cupied this pulpit often, 
is welcome to occupy it any time he comes to Toronto. 
I love him; I believe ,in him; I know he loves the Lord,. 
and preaches the gospel. He believes many things. that 
I do not believe, 'but I see no reason w.hy we should not 
have the sweetest fellowship one wlith Ibhe other in spite . 
-of some differences. 

In The E'llangelical Christian there is an article by Dr. 
Pet;tingoill, entitled, "Will the. Church Pass Through the 
Great Tribulation?" In the opening of the article he 
refers to several letters; with them I need not concern 
myself, hut ·come .directly to his argument.· Let me read 
the first few paragraphs: ' 

",Let us now look at the Second Psalm, which :by "its quota­
tion seven separate times. in the New Testament, and its 
'applicatio-n there to Christ, is indubitably proven to be 
Messi·an.ic"-with 'WIhioch s-tatement !We are in perfect agree­
"lnent. We continue the quotation: 

"The .Psalm opens with a tumultuo-us scene, in which the 
nations rage and the peoPles imagine a vain thing. . The 
ki.ngs of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together agains.t Jehovah and against His Christ (see Acts 
4:1,2). 
. '~at is this 'vain thing' imagined by these rebels aga·inst 

God and :His S.on'l Hear them saying, 'Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast 'away their cords from us'. They' 
vainly imagine that they are able to rid themselves of the 
power and authority of High Heaven. (It is true that this. 
had a slight fulfilment in connection with the first advent of 
Christ, as shown in Acts·4; ·but the complete fulfilment awa·its 
the .end-time, as is perfectly evident.)" . 

You remember when they came out of prison they pray­
·ed, :saying, "Thou art God, wh~ch ·hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the· sea, and all that in them is: who by the 
mouth of <thy st;rvant David has said, Why did the heathen 
rage, and -the people -imagine vain th~ngs? The kings of· 
the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Chrtist. For of a truth 
against thy holy child Jesus, whom ·t.~ou hast anointed. 
both He~d, and Pontius Pilate, w.ith the Gentiles, and 
:the people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel -determined before 
to be done." Thus in the opposition to the gospel in 
apostolic' days nnspired apostles .t;ecognized a fulfilment 

of t.hat prophecy. We are on solid· ground there, about 
which there can be no difference of opinion. ·We con­
tinue the quotation of Dr. Pettingitrs article: 

.. 'He that sitteth in the heavens shall !laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision' (verse ;4). His, laugh is not yet 
heard; His derision is no-t yet manifest; He remains silent. 
But one day the silence shall be broken. 'Then sihall he 
speak unto. them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore dis~ 
pleasure' (5). This points, as we shaH see, straight toward 
.a'he Great Tribulation. l"or it is immediately' foillowed by 
this: . 

" 'Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill ?f Zion' (6). 
Y()U see? The time <If His vexation and sore displeasure 
upon the natio.ns is just before His King takes His seat ·upon 
the throne ·o-f David in Zion." . 

Thus .'.'speaking to them ~n his wrath" is identified as 
the "great tribulatiqn", which immediaJt:ely preced!!s the 
enthronement of Christ. The tense does not say Sl;>. 

Notwithstanding all this which admittedly began in 
apostolic times as the apostles said-nOl:wiiil:hstanding all 
that, God said, "Yet have I." Not, "Will I"; nor, ':'00 I' 
now~', ,but "Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of 
Z~on." . 

Then Dr. PettingliU continues his quotaJt:ion: 
"'I will declare the decree: Jehovah hath said ~nto me, 

Thou art my Son; this day have I ibegotten thee. Ask of me, 
and I shall give thee the nations for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth f.or thy po-ssession. Thou 
shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them 
in. pieces -like a potter's vessel' (7, 8). 

"The establishment of 'Christ's reign over the nations, and 
His destructi·on of alll the IKingdoms. of the world,' to replace 
them with His own Kingdom (observe Dr. Pettingill's asser­
tion) it is seen a'gain, follows. immediately upon The Great 

. Trilbulation, in which Jehovaih speaks to the nations in His 
wrath' and vexes them with ms B·ore displeasure." 

For many years I have heen reading the second Psalm. 
I have read it hundreds of times. Thirty years ago I 
could say it backwards and forwards,. alld every other 
way-lbut I never saw anything in it to indicate 
that the church will be raptured before the Great 
TribtJ.lation: I do not see it now. I cannot see that it 
has any cliirect relation to the particular subject in hand. 
But our author begins Ito' establish this strange theory by 
going back to the Psalms. Instead of . taking the plain, 

. unmistakable teaching of the New Testament, and going 
back .into :the Old Testament with that, he begins wdth 
the secpnd Psalm, with certain assumptions which l\ihe 
plaJn words of the text cannot be made exegetically Ito 
justify. . 

I wanil: 'you all at your convenience to take the second 
Psalm, divest your mind of all preconceptions, read it 
carefully before the Lord, and see if, left to yourselves, . 
Wlithout apy suggestion from anybody else, you would 
eyer have found the pre-tribulation rapture theory an the 
second Psalm. Whoever can find it there, it seems to 
me, can find it anywhere. The .point is, Jehovah speaks 
!o th~ people in His wraJth, and our writer is g?ing to 

. 1denbfy the "day of wrath", or "the wrath to come", and 
he finds it in the second Psalm. . . 

Dr. Pettingill continues: 
"Now let us lo-ok at Jer. 30:4-7, where we have 'another 

picture ()f The 'Great Tribulation, with the people of Israel 
as the chief sufferers in that awful time: 'And these are. the 
words that Jehovah s·pake cOollcerning Israel and concerning 
Judah. For. thus" saith Jehovah: We have heard· a voice o-f 
trembling, -of fear, and not of peace. Ask ye n-ow and see 
whether a man doth travail with child'l 'wherefore'do r see 
every. man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in 
travail; and all faces are turned into paleness'l Alas! f.in­
that day is great, so that none is Ii~e "it: it is even the time 
of Jac-ob'.g trouble, but he shalll 'be saved' out ·of it'." 
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Will you put that down ~n your mind, J eremiah, vers~s 
one to seven of chapter thIrty, so that you may study It 
afterward? . 

"Here again The Great Tribulation is immed,iately fOollowed 
by the setting up of the King~()m: 'They shll;ll se~ve Jehovah 
their God, and David their Kmg, whOom I wIll raIse up unto 
them' (v. 9)." 

Dr. Petting,i1( s'imply makes the as~ertiOl!> in .the 'first 
place, tha.t God's speaking to the natIOns :,n HIS. wrath. 
predicted in the second Psalm, and now ,the tIme of 
Jacob's' trouble"-that both these re£eren~es are. to a 
Great Tribulation yet future. But there IS nothmg to 
support it. It is simply an asserlbion that such is the fact, 

'unsupported by any scriptural argument. 
Let us go farther. 

, "The 12th of Daniel is our next Scripture: 'And at that 
time shall Mlichael stand up, the great Prince which standeth 
for the children of thy (Daniel's) peoplle: and there shall be 
a time Oof trouble, such as never was since there was a 
natiOon even to that same time: and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, everyone that shall he found written in 
the book' (verse 1). 

"The correspondence between this and the passage from 
J eremi'ah is obvious. There cannot be more than one such 
time Oof trouble as is descri'bed in 'both passages. J eremial). 
says 'there is none like it', and Daniel says 'such as never 
was': Both are speaking of the same time, and that time 
is the time of The Great Tribulation, when God will speak 
to the race in His wrath." 

I point out to you that there is not a wo~d on the 
passage from Jeremiah abo~t God's speaki~g to the peo­
ple in His wrath. Th~re IS n?t a wor? 111 the p~ssa~e 
from Daniel about God s speakmg to His people m HIS 
wraJth. There is no suggestion of it. It speaks of a 
time of great trouble. We have a time of ~ninor trouble 
now' it is a time of greart: distress. Who is responsible 
for it? Has the earth failed to y1ield its' fruit? Has 
there 'been any what is ordinarily called, "act 'of God"? 
Has there 'been earthquake or pestilence? The ear,.th has 
yielded her fruill:s. We cannot see that God has, done 
anyl\:hing particularly to bring this ,distress upon us: the 
only thing He has done is to Jeave men to their own de­
vices, perhaps; but there is no diVline !interposition any­
where that has brought about ;the present distress. But 
ill: is a time of trouble. 

Leave man to himself, and he can make trouble enough. 
Let a man h:j.ve the devil's help, and he can make still 
more trouble. But there is nothing in the passage in 
Jeremiah to say that it ,is the time of God's special wrath: 
it is th~ time of Jacob's trouble. There is nothing in 
Daniel which says it is the time of God's special wrath. 
But Dr. Pettingill says, 

"Both are speaking of the same time, and that time is the 
time of The Great Tribulation, when -God will speak to the 
race in His wrath." 

I turn to my friend, Dr. Pettingill, and say, Will you 
nol\: be good enough to give us one little bit of proof for 
your statement? So far, it is merely assertion, without 
any scriptural authority at all. 

Let us look further,: 
"Notice, too, that The Great Tri'bulatiOon, as seen in Daniel' 

12, is. followed immediately iby a resurre~tion, after which 
the saved are to ,be glorified: 'The wisesball shine as the 
brightness Oof the firmament'. This correspOonds with other 
passages showing the order Oof events" and in these other 
passages these events are related to the Second Advent of 
Christ, and the setting up of the Kingdom (see for example, 
Rev. 7:9-14; 19:11 to 20:6)." 

\iVhat Dr. P~ttingi11 is attempting to prove is that the 
church wiU be raptured before the Great Tribulation, and 
will not pass through it; and one of his proof-texts 1S the 

. twelf.th chapter of Daniel, verses one and II:wo: "At that 
time sha\l Michael stand . up, the great prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall 
be a 'time of' trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation even ,to 'that same time: and at that time thy 
people shaLl be delivered, everyone thart: shall be found 
written in the book. And many of them that sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt." 

What I point out to you is this, that nei,ther in Jeremiah 
nor in Daniel is, there the slightest allusion to the church. 
It· is not mentioned: it has not that in view.' It has 
nOthing to do with :the rapture of the church. 

Furthem10re, the only rcsurrectim'v 1nentioned in Daniel 
is after the time of trou,ble, not before. How many reo. 
surrecil:ions are we to have? Shall we base our view of 
the resurrection upon that passage ~n Daniel, apart from 
the New Testament? 

Dr. Pettingill says that both Jeremiah and Daniel refer 
to the Great Tribulart:ion as the time "when God will speak 
in His wrath". Neither of them says so. I wonder if 
you have ever had to do with a peculiar type of conversa­
tionalist? You are talking· to Mr. So-and-So, and you 
are relating something-but he breaks in, anticipa.ting 
what you were goirig to say, and finishes it for you. But 
you say, "That is not what I ,was going to say." There 
are people whose minds travel far faster than you.rs, and 

'they take things Ollot of your mouth, as they suppose-­
whereas they put I something into your mouth that :yo,u 
never intended to say. 

Why do men read ,jnto Scripture that which is ~ot 
there? Read those passages, the thirtieth of Jeremiah 

. and the twelfth of Daniel. How many resurrections are 
there? According to Dr. P,ettinglill's theory, the rapture 
takes place at the resurrection: "The dead 'in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them !in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the a1r: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

The resurrection, and II:he coming of Christ, and the 
rapture of the church, are simultaneous; so that the 
righteous dead will rise; and those who are alive and re­
main shall be changed, and together they will be caught 
up to meet the Lord in II:he air. That ~s one resur,rection. 
But this resurrection in Damel takes place'after the period 
of trouble.' 'What resurrection? There is one resurrec-' 
tion a:t the coming of Christ. Then, according to ·this 
theory, at the end of the tribulation there wdll be the 
resurrection of the tribulation saints, and th<:;n ,at the end 
of the millennium there will be still- another resurrection­
how many resurrections are there to be? 

Dr. Pettingill says: 
"Let us now look at Mt. 24:21, w.here our Lord says: 'For 

then shall be .great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, nOor ever shall be'. He 
is speaking Oof the 'same Tribullation as Daniel 12, and Jere­
miah ,30, and PRaim 2. It is. The ,Great Tribulation, the time 
when IGod will speak to the world in His wrath. It is 'the 
wrath to come'." 

We are told the second Psalm, the thirtieth chapter. of ' 
Jeremiah, and the twelfth of Daniel, aU refer .to the same 
thing as the twenty-fourth of Matthew, the Great 
Tribulation. "It is 'the wrath to come'." Here are 
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repeated assertions without a vestige of scriptural 
proof.. I affirm that it is nothing of .the ~ind. The 
Great Tribulation and "the wrath .to -come" are two very 
different matters: tribulation is from mali and devils; 
'.'the wrath to come" is the righteous judgment of God. 

"And in Mt. 24, as in the other passages referred to, The 
Great Tribulation is immediaUMy followed by the Second 
Coming of 'Ghrist and the setting up of the Kingdom. See 
,verse 29: 'Immediately. after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun ·be darkened, and the moon shall not give her 
light, and the stars Slhall fan from heaven, ·and the powers 
of the heavens shall ,be shaken: and then shall appear the 
sign of the ISon of man in heaven: and then shalll all the 

. tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the ·clouds .of heaven with power and great glory'. 
And the setting up of the throne is described in the next 
chapter (.25::311). ' 

, "This language .of our Lord ought to 'suffice to silence the' 
argumentations of those who insist that The Great Tribu­
lation 'is pas'sed already'. T.his can-qot be, for 'immediately 
after the tribulation' His coming in gloIY is scheduled. We 
have not yet reached The Great: Tribulation; nor, please God, 
shall we." 

That is another question: understand I alp not now dis-' 
cussing what l.s involved in the great tribulation, but oilly 
Dr. Pettingill's ,assertion .that it must follow the rapture 
of the church. The question before us now is the relation 

. of the great tribulation to the second advent and the rap­
ture of the church. 

Let me read a further interesting passage from Dr~ Pet­
, tingill 'os !artie~e :. 

"Let us now go to F'irst ThessaJlonians. In the nrst' chapter, 
verses 9 and 10, the Apostle reminds the Christians to whom 
he writes that they have 'turned to God from idols to serv·e 
the living and true God; and to wait f,or His. :Son from heaven, 
whom he raised fl'lom the dead, even Jesus, which delivered 
us from the wrath to come'. This 'wrath to' come', as we 
have seen, is the Great Tribulation." 

Dr. Pettingill says, "This 'wrath to come,' as we have 
seen, is the Great TrIbulation:" I should like to say to my 
friend, You may have seen it, hut I :have not yet seen that 
"the wrath to come" and the "great tribul3Jtion" are one 
and the same. 

Dr. Pettingell continues: 
"Again, in the fifth chapter, verses 9-11, we read: 'For 

God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Ohrist, who died for us, that whether 
we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Where­
fore -comfort yourselv·es together, and edify one another, even 
as also ye do'." 

D~ you dbserve that what Dr. Pettingill has been aiming 
at in his argument. so fads to identify tqe Great Tri'bula­
.tion with the "wrath to come"? Do you see that? Dr. 
Pettingill says the Great Tribulation is "the wrath to 
come". Let us e~amine the' Scriptures on that point. 

Let us take .the word of John the Baptist. When he 
saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to ,his 
baptism he said unto them, "0 generation of vipers, who 
hath warned you .to flee from th,e" ~Great Tribulation? 
Did he say that? No! "Who hath warned you to flee' 
from the· wrath to come?" Would it ever occur to you, 
reading that passage, that John had special reference' to 
the Great Tribulation, whatever that is, and to the t.ime of 
Jacob's trouble? 

Here is another passage (John 3 :36) : "He that' believ­
eth' on the Son hath everIas.ting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life'; but the wrath of God· abideth 
on him." 'What relation has that to the 'Great Tribulation? 

Millions such have died in their sin, and will not experi­
ence resurrection u,ntil after the Great Tribulation. 

Look at Romans one, and sixteen-this is not a sermon: 
it is an examination of Scripture; that is wl)at sennons 
oUgJht to be, I suppose-"I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power' of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and a:lso to the 
Greek. 'For therein is the righteousness of G04 revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 'shall live by 
fai1lh"-and then, antithetically, in opposition to that­
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
aU ungodliness and unrighteousness of -luen,.who, hold the 
truth in unrigliteo.usness." 

The wrath of God! The wrath to come I Terrihle, un­
speakably awful, as the Great Tribulation must be, or 
must have been, "the wrath to come" ils something infin­
itely worse than that. It is the anger of an outraged God 
Who sumnions all the earth to ·judgJrnent. That is '.'the 
wrath to' come". It is not meted out by the hand of 
Antichrist, but' by, the hand of God Himself. , 

Romans two, verse four and five: "Or despisest thou 
the'riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuf­
fering; n'ot ,knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 
thee to repentance? BU,t after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against ,the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God." 
That is something bigger than the Great Tri.bulation. 

Once again: Ephesians two, verse three, speakos of be­
liever$ who "were hy 'nature -the children of wrath, even 
as others." Does that mean, heirs or the Great Tribula­
tion? Then phe're is the parallel passage in J ohri' three, 
thirty-six: "The 'Wrath of God abideth on him." Ephe­
sians, ,five and six:' "Because of these things cometh the 
wrath of God upon the ohildren of disobedience." And 
to the sanle effect in Colossians three, six: "For which 
things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of 
disobedience." " . 

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians~ commending them for 
having "turned to God from ido~s to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead, even Jesus, whioh"-not shall 
deliver, but-'Iwhich delivered us from the 'Wrath to 
come." That has no relation to the Great Triibulation: it 
is the final reckoning, the great assize at the hand of God. 
If .the f'wrath to -come" be" the Great Tribulation, tell me 
how shall we descri'be that awful thing set forth in the 
ScriptUl;,e which speaks of their being cast into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone-"Thi,s is the second 
death." What is that?· That is the wrath to come! That 
is the wrath to come! " 

I 'have not time to examine this evening that mysterious 
book of Revelation, for I am answering Dr. Pettingill's 
argument, but I repeat aj>rinciple-you may a.ccept it or 
not-that these highly symbolical passages must be in­
terpreted in the light of the plain and unmistakable 
teaching of Scripture, and not the reverse, fof you will 
find hundreds of differing interpretations of Revelation: 
There are many elements in the horrible suffering which 
comes upon the earth through the beast and false pro­
phet, when Satan is let loose. I 'have a conviction that 
the day will cOlrie when ,,'Ve shall know these things u,n-
mistaka!bly.' , 

Frankly, if you ask' .me for a dogmat'ic, a final, inter-' 
pretation of a book like Revelation, I say, I cannot' give 
it to you. I have read books on the book of Revelation 
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until they have made my head swim, written by godly 
men. It is part of the word of .God, and some day we 
sh:J.ll understand it. I know some of you will, tell me 
you have the interpretation in the Scofield Bi:ble. Therein 
lies the danger. It is a vaster question than can he settled 
by a few footnotes, let m~ tell you. 

Here my good friend says: 
"How could a' faithful and righteous God subj.ect the 

Church, which is the body -of 'Christ, to such a visitation of 
His wrath? He could not, f·or, in His reckoning, 'Chris,t and 
His body the Ohurch, on the cross ·of ,Calvary, have already 
once endu~ed· HIs wrath to the utt~most.~ 

Jesus Christ did not die to save us merely from the 
troubles of the Gr.eat Tribulation. When He went into 
the outer dafikness for you and' me, and "tasted death for 
every man"·, it was to save us from something more than 
the ,terrors of the Great Tribulation. He became the 
Author, not of salvation from the Great Tribulation: He 
'became .. he AuthGr of eternal salvation. His salvation 
saves us, not from seven years of trouble: it is an eternal 

"'salvation and saves us from everlasting punishment. 
I must show you to what that argument leads. If it 

be true that believers cannot' pass through 1:he great 
tribulation because Jesus Christ has suffered the wrath of 
God for them, and if we are to judge God on that principle, 
where would it lead us? What about Stephen? Stoned 
to death I And even as the stones were fa'lling he said, 
"Behold, I see the heavens opened;' and the Son of man 
standing on the 'right hand of God." Was. God ·cruel to 
let Stephen die? 

I read yeafis ago of a debate between a Christian min­
isteI: and an atheist. I do not commend the minister for 
taking part in the debate, 'but the atheist referred to Ste­
phen as a typical case and .said, "What· did your God do 
for Stephen, His faithful servant?" To w.hich the min­
ister replied, "He enabled him to say, 'Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge'." . 

closed. Have you ever been in the Tower of London? 
Have you. seen the instruments of torture there preserved? 
-the rack and the thumb-screws. They are horrible to 
contemplate. One wonders how the human mind could 
ever give such place to the devil as to invent such things. 
And yet, by such means; and in the name of religion, the 
true saints of God have been tortured and torn to pieces, 
from Stephen's day until now. 

I will not allow you to. say that my ·God is not righ~eous. 
I challenge the statement that the Divine Bridegroom does 
not love His bride. Why should He be especially solicit­
ous for those who happen to be alive and remain during 
the tribulation? If the Great Tribulation be future, and 
is to last Ibut seven years, they would be few in comparison 
with the countless. millions who will, hy then, have fallen 
asleep in Christ; the righteous dead will form the greater 
part of the bride-and countless thousands of them died' 
for the faith. And Jesus Christ loved Stephen as much as 
He will love anybody who may be alive at the Great 
Tribulation. That argument impugns the character of 
God. It is utterly impossible of entertainment. 
. Furthermore: what about the problem of war? There 
are men here who went through the war. That was tribu­
lation enough, was ilt not? It is terrible to contemplate. 
I do not wondet that the men who endured the horrors 
of that great struggle do not want to talk about it. They 
desire to forget 1,t, to blot it out of their memories. Where 
was God in the Great War? Millions of His blood-bought 
people suffered, and many are now suffering from ii:. Did 
God per~il1: it? If He did, was He righteous? . If the 
Divine Bridegroom was on the right hand of God, and He 
loved his bride, what is the. explanation? 

There are the names of forty-ones persons on tha,t first 
,.tablet to my left, who laid down their lives in the war. 
and among them were some of the noblest Christians I 
have ever known. They laid down their lives in the cause' 
of righteousness. On the farther ,tablet are the names of 
three hundred who went ~o the front, and among those 
were great numbers of devout Chri<stian men. I read to you last Sunday evening that Dr. Pettingill 

himself says that at the rapture "all who have fallen asleep 
in ·Chri'st, ~nc1uding all the saved' of all the ages", wili 
'be raised at the time of Christ's coming. Let me read 
fro!l1 Hebrews: "And others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; tha,t they might obtain a 'better resurreotion. 
And .others had trial of cruel .mockings and scourgings, 
yea, rt:I0reover of bonds and Imprisonment: they were 
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 

How does Dr. Pettingill's argument apply there? They 
faced the problem of human suffering. And, more than 
that, I could. find 'in this city a devout Christian dying of 

. cancer, doubtless many of them. Did you ever see any-
body suffer from cancer?' I 

. slain with the sword: they wandered about in ,sheepskins 
and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormenll:ed; (of 
whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in 
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. Atid these all, having obtait:led a good report . 
t~rough faith receiv.ed not the promise: God having pro­
vIded ~ome better thmg for us, that they w~thout us should 
not be made perfect." . 

Before the canon of Scripture was closed, this inspired 
writer reviewed the history of the saints of God and said 
"Th ' ey were stoned, they were sawn asunder", and all the 
rest of it. Do you tell me that God was unrighteous, 
that He w~s unkind, in permitting His people to suffer so? 

In another place Dr.' Pettingill says that a loving Bride­
groom could not allow His bride to suffer. But He has 
allowed her to suffer I Is it not proverbial that the blood 
of the martyrs-it is not scripture, but it is true-that the 

. blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church? Millions 
have died for the faith since the canon of Scripture was 

I went to preach for a Presbyterian minister in the 
United States some years ago, and he said, "I am in great 
sorrow. My wife is going 11:0 leave me. She is stricken 
with an incurable disease: she has cancer of the hone. The 
doctor says it will take three or four years to kill her. I-
wish you would come over to the house and have a talk 
with her." I werit over, and found a woman of perhaps 
forty years of age, a graduate of a university, a Doctor of 
Philosophy, brilliant to the last degree, meekly 'Submissive 
to the will of God. She said, "Sometimes I 'Wish it were 
not going to be so long drawn-out: the doctor promises me 
at least three years of. thi's excruciating torment." She 
lived it through like a hero, "and at last fell asleep in 
Christ. -

Do you .suppose that thaJI: doctrine would be any comfort 
to her husband as he 'saw that lovely creature suffering 
such indescribable and unrelievable torture? 

Did you ever . see anytbody suffer like that? Great 
Tribulation? Within that human frame there was all that 
a human spi.rit c?uld bear. What if I lay my hand on my 
brother-mtnI"s-ter s shoulder and say, "The Divine Bride:-
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groom loves Hi's bride too much to let her suffer." He 
would turn 'on me and say, "Do you say He does not love 
that beautiful spirit who trusts Him so implicitly?" That 
is a horrible dootrine, an unspeakably horrible doctrine. 

What interpretation does it put upon the suffering of 
the church through all the ages, if that he true? No! 
"Wra;j:h to come" is not the Great Tribulation. It is the 
righteous judgment of ·God justly meted out to evil-doers 
according to the things wri1:ten in the book.' From that 
we are saved by the blood of Christ. 

J oh is the outstanding representative of a man who 
suffered great trihulation for all the ages~ It is difficult 
to conceive of anytbody's suffering more than he. But 
you remember what he said :-"Tme Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath takt-n away; blessed 'be the name of the Lord. 
In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly."­
He did not complain that God was unrighteo.us to permit: 
him to ~o through such great tribulation. ., 

Once more I quote Dr. Pettingill,: 
"More might 'be .said in defense of our position, :but we 

shall close with a single additional citation. Any .remaining 
doubt should be dispelled by ;the direct word of OUT :t:isen 
Lord in Rev. 3:10; "Because thou "hast kept the 'Word .of my 
patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of trial, that 

"hour which is to come upon the whole world, to try them that 
dwell u.pon .the earth'." 

Dr. Pettingill wrote me a few weeks ago .about thai!: 
passage. He refers to one of my sermons, and. then be-
gins his letter: , 

"If I did not love you so much I would not be BoO distressed 
by sorne things you say:" 

I Later on he says: . 
"Why should it be thoujZht ·a thing incredible with YOU 

that God should do what He has' pIlomised" concerning His 
;people Israel and concerning His ·beloved ,Church. . . . 

"T.hen, llio·o, there is your position on .the Church passing 
through, the Great Tribulation. I :have asked you ,before what 
you do a.bout Revelation 3:10, :but you ·have not answeNd 
me"---.and then in his delightful, playf.ul way he says, "How 
come?" 

I want to read my r,eply to that: 
"It must~be admitted that the seven churches to which the 

Lord's messages through John were directed· were not, in any 
sense, mythical, but were historic realities. There was, in 
fact .. a church at Philadelphia. Surely it must also be ad­
mi,tted, that being so, that ·the message by John to 'Phila­
delphia had its first ap.plication to the believers at Phila­

. delphia themselves, just as Paul':s letters to the Ephesians, 
Galatians, and other churches, applied primarily to their 
particular case, -but were divinely intended llio stand for all 
ti-me as the word of God .to the chuTches. If that be so, the 
passage you name, ,being .part Off the mess-age to the Phila­
delphian church, must ·have had an application first of all to. 
them. Surely iIt hardly needs to be ·said that every member 
of that .original church died', ·and their. spirits departed 'to be 
with Chris.t, which is f8'l" bette·r', nearly two millenniums ago. 
The Futurist view of Revelation puts the G'l"eat Tribulation 
in the f.uture, and you quote Revel·ati-on 3:10 ·as one author­
ity for. the pre-tribulation. rapture theory. Will any.body tell 
me how the 'great temptation' there mentioned can possibly, 
at one and the same .time, refer to the .Great Tribulation yet 
future, and yet have. had its fulfilment in the experience ·of 
those who died. nearly two thous·and yea·rs· ago? If Revela­
tion 3:10 is 'Worthy to ·be cited as a proof-text for llihe pre­
tribulation raptuTe theory, I am constrained to say that it 
is a theory that is hard up for 'scriptuTal support. How.ever, 
I should ·be ·most happy to :be shown that I am wrong. I am 
waiting for just such evidence." 

Dr. Pettingill says of that text: "Any remaining 
doubt should be di·spelled by the direct word of our risen 
Lord in Rev. 3 :IO"-a promi!?e delivered to a church 
nearly two thousand years ago, commending them for 

keeping the word of His patience; and promising, as a re­
ward for their faithfulness, that He would keep them from 
a certain great hour of trial to come apon all the earth.· 
Did He fulfil His promise to the Church at Philadelphia? 
1£ He did, that hour of trial must long sinc~ have passed. 
into hi'story, for :the reason that the people to whom it was 
spoken and fulfilled have been dead nearly two thousand 
years. By what principle of .logic can that prqmise apply 
to an event which it is contended is unique and is yet 
future? 

Brother Pettingill refers to me in the latest copy of 
htst a Hlord-not by name, :but as "another brother be­
loved jn the Lord"; and I reciprocate' that kindly senti­
ment. 

But I quote f.rom that editorial: 
"StiU 'another Editor, while admitting that bis pu-blishi-ng 

house h~ soldt large numbers of Scofield Bibles and still 
·goes ,on selling them, claims tba:!; weaknesses' in the Sc,ofield 
Bible ·are 'evidenced by the omission of the most glaring 
error in ,subsequent editions'. This> sU'l"prised us, and we 
asiked the brother to .tell us what this 'glaring errot:' 'Was·, His 
oreply is that he 'had reference to Dr. Scofield's statement on _ 
page 174 .of the earlier editions, in which he refers to OUT' 
Lord as under the Naza'l"ite vow, ·and therein states as 
:f.ollows: . 

'For the sake of His unique woric oRe denied Himself the 
innocent, natural joy of wife, child and home'. 

I am ·very glad it is omitted! Think of that! Dr. Pet­
.tingill Sq~s: 

. "Would such me·n.as the .late Drs. Wes·ton, Erdm·an, Pierson, 
Moorehead, and' Harris, and Dr·s. Gray 'and Gaebelein, have 
gone on through the yeaors end-orsing any 'mO!St glaring er-
ror' touching the ;person ·of our Lord?" . 

The answer is, Not if they knew it. But' I do not 
think these men were or are ·infallible, do you? A certain 
teacher is reprimanded' here because he does not accept 
this doctrine, of whom Dr. Pettingill -says, he "received his 
start in intelligent Bible study at the feet .of Dr. Scofield". 
I turn to Dr. Pettingill and ask him this: How does it 
come to pas'S that this theory of yours never appeared in 
theological literature anywhere until about eighteen hun­
dred and thirty-two? And you quote me Dr. Scofield, and 
Dr. Pierson, and Dr. Gray. I affirm that there is not a 
line <;:>f .this pre-tribulation. rapture theory in .Luther, or 
Calvin, or Knox, or Wesley, or Whitfield, or Spurgeon, or 
Finney, or Moody. These. men believed in the second 
. personal return of the Lord, but this pre-tribulation rap­
ture theory and all that goes with it is a!bsent from the 
writings of the world's greatest theologians. Surely Dr. 
Pettingill will not contend that the endorsation .. of the 
view he supports by the worthy men he names lifts that· 
view from the realm of legitimate, kindly criticism, and 
stamps .. it as being infallible. The greatest men wh9 ever 
lived ha:ve 'erred at some point, and to follow them wholly 

. involves the adoption of their errors. If Dr. Pettingill 
qtwtes these men as joint-editors of the Scofield Bible, I 
am prepared to call. the names of men at least equal to 
any of them, or all of them, who taught none of this. 

I referred to Dr. Tregelles, the' eminent Greek scholar, 
last Sunday night, but as I did not have his book in my I 

hand at the time I deleted it from the printed sermon. 
Nobody will question at least the scholastic authority of 
Dr. Tregelles, and he says (in a smal~ work published in 
1864 entitled "The Hope of Christ's Second Coming," 
p. 35): 

"I am not ··aware that there was any 'definite teaching that 
there would be a secret rapture of the Chu'l"ch at a secret 
coming, Uontil this was gh;en forth ·as an 'utterance' in M;r, 
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Irving's ·Church, from what w.as there received as being ,the 
voice of the Spirit. But whether anyone ever a~ser.ted sUICh 
a thing ,()Il" not, it w.as .fr·om that supposed reve~atIon th~t t~e 
modern doctrine and the mod~rn phraseology .res.pectmg .~t 
arose. It came not from Holy Scripture, :but from that which 
f.8/lsely pretended to ·be the spirit of ·God, while not owning 
the true doctrine of our Lord's incarnation in the same flesh 
.and blood as His brethren, but without taint of sin." 

Study the fath~rs of the church, the great theologians 
of post-apostolic days, and you will find nothing of this 
theory. Few men have read more- of Spurgeon than I 
have. He believed in the second coming of the Lord, but 
I challenge any:body to find anything' from his pen that 
will establish thi,s pre~tribulation rapture theory, or secret 
coming, or of millions being saved during a future tribula­
tion after the church has been raptured, and the Holy 
Spirit has ceased from His special. work. There is no 
word of it: I have never been able to find it. 

I should like to make a contribution to the cause of re­
ligious sanity .. When we were called into the service of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we were not' asked to lay aside our 
common sense. These extravagances, to me, would force 
one to conclude that the eschatology of the Bihle.is rather 
absurd. It appears to me to be contrary to all human his­
tory, to all analogy, to all reason. If this matter be so 
~soteric as to be beyond the understanding of ordinary 
mortals, I should be for ever grateful if. some of the ini­
tiated would enlighten me. . Either the abstruseness of 
the subj ect, or iny special obt.useness, renders it' impos­
sible . for . me .to follow the pre-trilbulation rapturist 
reasoning. : 

Let us content ourselves by putting our tmst in Him 
Who died for us, and let us look for that "blessed oli.ope, 
and the glorious appearing. of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Jesus is coming again. There is 
no doubt about that. He will come to reward His ser­
vants, and when He comes t think you will know .a great 
deal more about His programme than you will ever know 
before: "Now I have told you before it come .to pass, 
that, when it is come to pass, ye miglht believe." 

Many other people would have been here' to-night if 
they had been "sure I should say just what they have 
heard a thousand times already. They go to prophetic 
conferences to hear over and over and over again ·the same 
things that have Ibeen told times without number. Go back 
to the Book; examine the Bi·ble itself; prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good.' I beg of you, do not charge me 
with bitterness. I love;.these brethren, and it pains.me to 

"differ from them, but I must be true to my own conviction 
of what the mble teaohes on this subject, as on others. I 
love these men. Weare on the same train, bound for 
glory! I am only doing ·the best I can to get them to ride 
in a more scriptural car. I.shall discuss Dr. Gray's article 
editorially in THE GOSPEL WITNESS. I have kept you 
long enough for to-night. May the Lord .bless you every . 

. . ' 
OO~ . . 

Let us pray: We heseech Thee, 0 Lord, to direct us by 
Thy Spirit as we study Thy word. Give us all a passion 
for the truth, the ;truth as revealed to us in Thy inspired 
Book. Bless our meditation, for Je~us Christ's sake, 
Amen. 

, 
A SUGGESTIVE LETTER. 

From W .. Bell Dawson, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S,.C. 
We received yesterday a letter from Dr. W. Bell Daw­

son relating to our discussion of the doctrine of the -
second coming of Christ. In response' to a request by 

telegraph, Dr. Dawson very kindly gave' us permission 
to publish his letter. To the great majority of' our readers 
Dr. Dawson requires no introduction, but there may be a 
few who are not informed of Dr. Dawson's standing. 
A letter on a subject requiring such a thorough knowledge 
of history as does the subject of the Great Tr~bulation has 
special authori,ty when written by one of such recog'nized 
scholarship as Dr. Dawson. . 

Vtle have long wondered how anyone with historical 
perspective could entertain nhe view that the Grea~ Tribu-­
lation spoken of in Matthew twenty-four can he com-' 
pressed into seven short years. 
. For .the sake of the few who may not' be informed re­
specting Dr. Dawson's standing, it may be said he is the 
distinguished son of a distingui·shed father, the late Sir 
·Wm. J. Dawson, Principal of McGill University. An­
other SOI;l of Sir W. J. Daw:sori was the famous Dr. George 
Mercer Dawson. Dr. 'vV. Bell Dawson's d~grees are from 
McGill University. To .give our non-CanadialJ. readers 
some idea of Dr. Dawson's rank as a man of science, it 
may be added ·that he is a gold medalist in Geology and 
~atural Science at McGill University; Fellow, Royal 
Society of Canada; Member, Institution of ,Civil Engi­
neers, London, with gold medal; Member, Canadian In- .. 
stitute of Civil Engineers; Laureate, Academy of Science" 
Paris, with two prizes from it; organizer and director for 
thirty years of the "Survey' of Tides and Currents" 
throughout waters of Eastern Canada, Pacific Coast, and 
Hudson Bay; under Marine Department. 

Dear Dr. Shields: 

7 Grove Par.k, 
Westmount, Que., 

May 8th, 1932. 

I am very pleased tb see y·our explanations regarding the 
featurres which betoken or ·accompany the coming of Christ 
(the rapture and the great tribulation) which are published 
in the last two numbers of THE GOSPEL .WITNESS .. If careful 
eJCplanations of the meaning of ·Scripture were thus given 
ir·om ,our pulpits, on these momentous themes, there would 
'be less pI-ace for fanciful and unbalanced views, which thr·ow 
diSlCTedit on the whole subject. For prophecy is like a ne­
glected field, where all kinds of weeds have an opportunity 
to ·flourish. . 

There is one point, as to the meaning of words, which you 
may allow me to refer to, in rega·rd to the great tribulation. 
If the meaning of "great" were more c~re:f.uH'Y looked into, 
it might thrr·ow light on .the whole questIOn. In the twenty­
fourth chapter of Matthe:w, where the expres.sion first ,occurs, 
we have ·an outlook ·over· the whole Christian era to the il'e­
turn of Ghrist; and yet in '!liuch a connection the expression 
"great tribulation" is very :frequently explained t~ .mean 
"short and 'intense", at the very end of the a,ge. ThIS IS the 
Futurist interpretation, so widely ,pl'omulgated·. But .-s.uch a 
meaning for "great" cannot -be upheld from ·other s.cnptures. 

. The tribulation is .said in this' passage to be so great as to 
·be without ~aranel in human history; and we find a very 
similar use ·of the word in the description of ·the "great 
earthquaoke" in Rev. 1'6:18. It is s·aid to be ':such as Wl!-s not 
since men were upon the earth"; so that, hke the 'l'nbula­
tion it is: unique. In what sense tHen was it "great" ?-The 
usu~l featurre of an earthquake is. its very local cha,racter, 
however intense it may ·be. But in this earthquake "the 
cities. ·of the nations !fell"; that is, a num'ber of different 
cities in different counrbries were des~oyed at once. Quite 
·apart from whether this' earthquake is to be interpreted 
lite·rally or figouratively, the meaning. of "great" is "wide­
spread/' or even "univers·al"; which is an altogether unpar­
alleled .occurrence.' 

If we .take the "great tdbulation" to have a similar 
meaning it may well signify "widespread" .and "10ng-eon­
tinued". ' It is ·spoken ·of immediately after the reference to 
the destruction of Jerusalem (in Matt. 24:1·6~20), and it only 
finally' ends when the- sign .of the Son of oman appears' in 
heaven. Yet ·for part of that time, its: .terrible. character ~'is 
-sh()ll"tened". This would well accord WIth the mterpretatIOn 

( 
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that it refers to. th~ Jewish dispersiQn 'and .persecutiQns in all 
lands; frQm the d·estructiQn ·Qf Jerusalem in A.D.' 70; and the 
cQntempQraneQus tribuIatiQn Qf Christians under the Papal 
persecutiQns If 0.1' twelve .centW'ies, in which indeed the Jews 
als·Q had their fuU s.hare. The '·'peo.ple Qf GQd" were all in­
V:Qlved, whether the cQv:enant Israel 0.1'. the true believers in 
Christ; and the trGutble extended Qver the whQle Qf 
ChristendQ;m. . . . 

This may s>urely be cQnsidered a· reatwnable in·eaning to. 
give to. such an expressiQn as "great tribuIatiQn"; amd it only 
came to. be "shQrtened" at the end' Qf the relig.io.us wars 
which follQwed the Reformation (say, abQut 170(}) , when 
PrQtestants were left unmQlested in countries Qf thei'!' 
Qwn. The Jews also. had no. 'status as citizens in ·any CGun­
try, and were withQut civil rights 'anywhere, fQr ·seventeen 
'centuries; -and ,Qnly in the eighteenth century were Ibhey first 
accQrded their rights (in the British oolQnies in America, 
the United States, and in Thance after the RevQlutiQn in 
1791). 

Such a brQad inter.pretatiQn seems· a fair one in so. c·Qn­
cise a descriptiQn as lVI'att. '24, where ,the whGle ,Christian era 
is sU'mlIlarized in 81bout half a chapter. In Revelati.on. mQre 
detail is' given, "and the two. cQmpanies Qf mar,tyrs are dis­
tinguished; one CQmpany under Pagan Rome and the Qther 
under the p.apacy (ISee fil"st intimatiQn Gf this in Rev. 6:9-11). 

Yet even ·apar.t 'frOom .interpretatiGn, the expression "g.reat 
tribulatiGn", must have a v:ery wide and cGmprehensIve 
meaning. . . 

I trust y.ou will pardQn this leng.th, running Qn quite be~ 
Y'Qnd what I had intended. . 

With .my best wishes in all yQur endeavQur to make the 
prQ.phetic Scriptures clear, 

\ YQu,rs sincerely, . 
(Signed) W. BELL DAWSON. 

ANOTHER' GREAT LETTER .. 
Monday of iJhi,s week we received a letter from Mrs. 

Jessie Sage Rdbertson, Editor and, Publisher of My: 
Watch, Piedmont, Calif. We:,h(,l.ve had occasional cor­
respondence with Mrs. RObertson' for some years, and 
have long greatly enjoyed the finelY-lbalanced r:easoning 
of Mrs. Robertson as evidenced in her articles. Immedi­
ately after reading Mrs. Robertson's' letter on Monday we . 
'telegraphed her, 3.'sking permission to ~hare witp. our 
readers the good tlhings it contained. This permission was 
very kindly granted. Hence we publish Mrs .. ROIbertson's 
lett,er below. 

Rev. T. T. Shields, 
130 GeT'l'ard Street East, 
TQr9ntQ, Canada. 
BrQther belQved in Christ: 

213 BQnita Ave., 
PiedmQnt, Calif., 

May '2, 1932. 

Y,OU'l.' p.resent series Qf sermQns Qn the retut!"n Qf the LQrd 
Jesus in·fulfilment Qf the" W·Qrd·Qf 'GQd are mGst timely, -and 
I hQpe that yQU will cQntinue th~. until He cOomes', shQuld 
He return within your lifetime; ,that is, just tMs, that, Paul­
li~e, yQU will ·hQ14 it constantly and insistently befQre the 
Christian Qf tQ-day; !f.Qr it is· surely "me~t in due seasQn". 
It has ,always been that, f·Qr it is Ibhe pUt!"ifying "hope" of 
the OhU'r·ch, ;but· "as we ·see the day a.ppr-oalChing" ·fQr His re­
turri, it s'hQtU.ld ever take Qn increasing interest. 
, 'Personally I am ,cQnvinced that the entire subject should 

be recQnsidered hy thQse who. will give time to. original ·study 
and prayer, fQr, 'unwittin,gly may:h8IP, many are teaching 
utterly unscriptura·l things in this c·QnnectiQn. I feel so. en­
cQuraged Qver yQur series; fQr I can see that y,ou have ,been 
dQing SQme Qriginal dig:ging foQr yom·self. Will you bear 
with me as a member Qf Yi<J'UT GoSPEL WITNESS cQngregatiQn 
if I sit here and chat with Y·QU a bit over these sermQns? 
I knQw y·ou are ,busy-and so. am I-but may we each spare 
a little time in persQnal fellQws·hip· over this matter that is 
so. dear to. Qur ·hearts. Indeed, it was UPQn this very subject 
QUI' fellow-ship bega'n. Perhaps Y;QU 'have for,gQtten it, but -I 
haven't. I will ttI"y to Ibe ,brief;' and ,I will fQllQW the method 
that deal' Mr. RQhQld and myself used fQr years in our cQr­
resPQnde.nce befQre his death. I learned it frQm him, as I 
learned so many QthetI" thing,s. In his going I have lQst Qne 

Qf my mQst intelligent prayer helpers. Never an issue of 
My Watch but he read it frQm CQver to. cQver-and mQre than 
Qnce, fQr Qne reading did not seem to satisfy ·him......:and then 
he w,Oould ·sit dQwn and write me. Though he CQuld nQt always 
get my PQint of view, ·he beliieved ·deep dQwn ~n :his heM't that 
GQd was leading me into. a deeper study Qf His· W Qrd for a 
definite .pu'!'PQse, and h~s wQrds were full of encour:a:gement· 
fQr me to. pre'SS on, that Qthers, like himself; 'shQuld he spur­
red to. a deeper digging fQr themselves. Oh hQW I miss his 
words ·Qf cQunsel and fellQwship. . 

FIRST SERMON: Right to. the PQint is .my fi·rst pencilling...:...a 
·always read' yQur sermQns blue ,pencil iIi hand, for they are so. 
challenging to praise, pr,ayer, ·and ,deeper thQught. 

"Fundamentally" sQund w.as yQur father's advice to. y,ou, 
and :praise GQd yQU .had sense enough to. take it. There are 
altQgether tQQ many who. are m!!rely echoes. 'CQmmentaries, 
a:s' they are fQr the .mQst p'art tUsed, !l'e.mind me Qf ·an apGthe­
cary's shop. There they are all 'set in Qrderly rQWS, and YGU 
just dip yQur spOQn in and 'help YQur&elf to. whatever is needed' 
for yQut!" prQposed sermQn. SQmetimes 'YQU take it all Qut of 
Qne bQttle; and s-Qmetimes out ·Qf .several. Then you mix it 
all up ·and ;put it fQrth as :spmething quite worthy of a.ccept­
ance. If it .cures, well 'and gQQd; but if it should turn out to. 
be PQison~ell, who is the wiser? Whereas, God's> W Qrd 
tells us to. "prQve all things". And that is where yQur father 
was fundamentally ·sQund. 

Preachers everYiWhere are fQll(niing a ,mistaken leadership 
j,ust because they find it ea·sier to. let someone else do. .their 
thinking. And the subject Qf the LQrd's return, with related 
'subjects, is aU but 'Qne grand unscrioptll!l"al "mess". ·Because 
.men setting them&elves up ,as. te8lChers ·are .apprQaching "the 
Bib,1e with preCQnceived ideas 'about a (this) particular sub­
ject". Whereas, "we 'Qught ,to. cOome wtth Qpen. mind to. hear 
what God the Lord will say". 

THE SCOFIELD BIBLE. Timely, mQst timely. May GOd rai.se 
YQU, 0.1' 'SQmeQne e},se 'Up lQvingly to. PQint <!out s'Qmething 
Qf the harm that Dr. SCQfield has unwittingly -accQmplished. 
If Dr. SCQfield cOould only come back 'he w,Quld be the very 
first to. do. this Qnce he w.as cQnvinced 'Qf hiS! mistake. 

I was deep in certain chl'QnQlQgical .studies· when-the ·first 
editiQn of the SCQfield Bible came Qut. I could not m8lke the 
histQric facts fit many Qf the marg.inal dates Qf my OxfQrd, 
.SQ I gQt a 'ScQfield, hQping that he had made relia'ble correc­
,tiQns. I started in to "prQve" SQme ,Qf his·'marginal dates where 
they differed frQm my OxfQrd, and fQund SQme nQt only out of 
hM'mQny with IknQwn facts, ,but actually Qut of harmQny 

. .arithmetically with themselves. I wrQte Dr. SCQfield of my 
find, ·and PQinted ,out the clear errQr, :hQ,ping to. be Qf some 
·h.elp, and he met me in the same 'spirit in IWhkh I wrQte. He 
s'aw the mi·stake; e:x,plained it :as the result 'Qf taking SQme­
Qne else's "·say so" withQut taking the time to. "prove" it fQr 
himself, and said that he WQuld see that the cQrrectiQn wa's 
made in the next editton. . 

I could nQt help wQndering last night as' I read yQur "Ser­
mQn E,chQes", if it were ,PQssible, that knQwing hetter now, 
Dr. SCGfield mig,ht :be seeking to. ·CQrrect his many dis'astrQUS 
mistakes in the Bible nQtes 'Qf the sQ-called Scofield Bible. 
It WQuld be just like Mm to. .pray the LQrd to. l"aise up SQme-

'Qne here to. CQrrect mistakes which he had made, and which 
he 'cQuld nQt nQW CQrrect ·himself. Y'QU WlQuld do that, and 

. any Qther really hQnest man 'wQuld do. that frQm the Qther side 
Qf the veil if it were :p-ossible. F;or SQme Qf the ·Scofield B~ble 
nQtes Me utterly misleading about the 'SlU'bject, and kindred 
.subjects Qf Qut!" Lord's sec·Qnd cQming. And the great pity Qf 
it is that leading ,Bible teachers Qn the subject are so .. blind 
aS,nQt to see it f'Qr themselve's', 

The trouble is that a Wl'Qng premise is accepted withQut 
being proven 'as' utterly sQund, -and "·the intrd~·ate maze of 
hypothe·ses" results. I do. nQt care how elabQrate the argu­
ment, ,I cQntend th8lt no. conclusiQn is ·Qf any value unless the 
premise UPQn which it is based has 'been prQven to. hiave va},ue, 
i.e., no. cQnclusiQn is Qf g:reater value than its ;premise. 

,I was :pre.p·aring 'a ,series Qf Bible studies on T·he Palestinian 
Covenant, and just last week, a,m·Qng the Qther Bibles spread 
,out 'before me-fQr I use several -opened .8It the d·ifferent 
s'criptures under cQnsideratiQn (reliable 'historic d8lta .is all 
I ·use in ,my studies' Qutside the Bible)-I had my Sc(}field 
'Qpened at Deut. 30. Whether 0.1' nQt it was yQur reference to. 
the .s-ubject, I do nQt knQw, for I' have lQng since ceased pay­
ing any attentiQn to. the fQQtnQtes, but this day I glanced 
dQwn, and there lay .an utterly un scriptural premise. The 
argument was mis,sin'g fQr lack Qf s.pace, hiut there too wa's the 
naturally .unscriptural COhflusion that is being 'accepted to-



; . 

t • 
10 (662) THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 12, 1932 

da'Y as a sound 'basis for doctri.nal t~8IChing con'Cermng events 
connected with the l'eturn of the Lord Jesus. 

Of what V'al'lle are the references given when u~d as they 
are used here? The footnote is on the words "turn thy c'ap­
tivity" in Deut. 30:3. And the retuTn from this "captivity", 
which is foor the broken Palestind·an ,Covenant, is pushed for­
ward beyond the second coming of the Lord. J e'sus. If that is 
true, then it is utterly ·illogica.l to preach the near return of 
the Lord Jesus. 

The entire "set up" of the prog·ram here outlined is not only 
out of harmon'Y with an expectancy for the EIOOn coming of, 
the LOrd, hut is ,~ut of harmony with itself, and is utterly 
i.llogical and uJ1SlcriptuTal fl"om start to finiSih, as ·anyone can 
see if they will :but sit d'OIWn and do sOine odginal thinking. 
And Il"ight here does "the iDJtricate maze of hypotheses" con­
cerning "that ·blessed hope" have its rise. But so few will 
ta,ke the trouble to g·o back, and back, to this source. , "Too 
'indisp,osed to eX!lr.tion'." Though it really would not need 
a very great outla'Y ,of exertion to one ,of a willing heart that 
wa,s hungry for the truth at any cost. 

For instance:- . 
\ 

"The Palestinian .covenant gives the conditions under 
which Israel ente·red the land of promise." (Scofield) 

And ;that is true. (J.S.R.) 
"It is important to see that the naotIon ,has' never 'as yet 

taken the land under the unconditional .A!brahamic Cove­
nant, nor has it ever p'Qssessed the whole land (cf. Gen. 
15:18, with Nu.m. 34:1-012) (Scofield) 
It' is true that nllltional 'Israel has not yef possessed the 

land "from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the rwe'l' 
Euphrates."· (IGen. 15:18). But that is not "important" 
unless dt is proven ,that "the Palestinian COIVenant" terri­
torially included the entire land of this covenant; which it 
does not. 

In Gen. 17:1-27 we shall find the line of .propheocy beg,un 
that unfolds in the Palestinian Covenant, and not in Gen. 
115:18. And it is because these two prophetiIC utterances are 
not dHfeqoentdated, ·away back here in Genesis, that our pre­
sent day "maze of hypotheses" exists. ,Go wrong hoare, and. 
you 'are ·blinded' to the illogic of the entire modern program 

. c·oncerning the Lord's retuTn, for it is ,a pr·ogram ,of men's 
own ma:king; and made to fit an utterly worthless hypothesis. 

One would' suppose that Dr. Scofield would .have been ar­
rested ,by the harmony of the context of Deut. 30:3 (v. 5) and 
his reference to Nllm. 3'4:1,,12. But he was not, and in ibis 
blindness stum:bled into the ditch, and others :blindly stllmbled 
in after him. Oh the pity of it! Deut. 30:5 and Num. 34:1-1~ 
are in utter agreement as to the land of the Palestinian cove­
nant; viz., that land ;w;hich Abraham, IS'aac, and Jaco.b, "pos­
sessed", which was within the ,borders outlined by Moses in 

. Num. 34:1-12. And that is ·the land of the Palestmian Cove-
nant. . 

The "blessings" of that covenant 'Came to. their .f.uollest 
fruition in Joshua's day, in ·this circumscribed pr.omised land 
(Jos. 21:4'3-45). And Joshua waJrned Israel that jus,t so 
surely ·as the blessings of the Palestinian Covenant had. fol­
J,owed u.pon theiT obedient faith, just so surely would the 
curses of this same covenant fall upon them if they went 
into ido~atry. (JIOS. 23':1'4-16). 

They went into id,olatry'in the land which their fathers 
possessed, and went iroto the very "captivity" referred to in 
Deut. 30:3. And that is-past history, though Dr. Scofield here 
says in his footnotes that the return from this "c'aptivity" will 
not fulfil until af.ter "the return of the Lord". And yet from 
that national captivity Israel was freed under Gyrus. 

There is nothing SoOi very complicated about following .the 
historic unfolding of the Palestinian Covenant, and one 
would have to Ibe terribly "indisposed to exertio-n" not to ·be 
willing to follow the historic account of these things with an 
open Bible before him. If he is too laz'Y for that amo-unt of 
exertion, his opinion upon so dmportant a matter-I am not 
referring to Dr. Socofield--ooUgh.t ,to be alCcounted worthless. I 
am not referring .to -Dr. Scofield just here bec'ause he did ·a 
tremendous amount ·of work. The trou·ble was he began with 
the findings of others as having been proven, and m'ade his 
exegesis fit those findings. Hence the "maze". Andy's 
"mess" would ,be j.ust as expressive. 

I do not say <that ,the land from "the river of Egy;pt unto 
the ,great !l'iver, the river Eu.phrates" ma'Y not yet ,become the 
inheritance ·of kbraham's seed in Isaac 'and J'acob; 'but I do 
maintain that the Palestinian Covenant pertained specifically 
to "the land ·of Canaan" as possessed Iby these three patr.i­
arch-s, and described in Num. 34:2~12, including the tribal 

allotments of Reuben. Gad, and the ·half tribe of Manasseh 
on the east side of th'e J·ordan. But even if this should not 
fulfil to Israel, it (Gen. 15-18) already -has ha.d an actual 
historical fulfilment in A:braham's seed through Ishmael, 
Esa.u, and Abraham'·s descendants through Keturah. 

.May the Lord use you to the ends of the earth to stir up 
BIble students to re-examine the iScofield Commenta.ry. I 
only wiSlh' I were big enougih, and atrong enoug.h, to tackle 
the job out 'of sheer }.()I\Te for Dr. Scofield who is not here ,to 
d,o it himself. Heretic OT no heretic, he that has, The Truth. 
under his feet has nothing ·to fear, if he but spea·k it out of a 
heM't full of love. It is usually those who are in error .that 
get bitter. Keep at it, Dr. Shields, 'quietly, lovingly, persist­
ently, and some will ·be saved from :blundering into the ditch. 

BISHOP BALDWIN. W'hat.a man of God he was! He had 
not been caought i·n the ·s,wirl of "the intricate maze of 
(t'he) hy,potheses" of to-day so intimately associated 'with 
the return of the ·Lord· Jesus. He was ·able to .gave IVstraight-
f.orward w~tness to "that blessed ho.pe." . 

A SECRET COMING. With you, "-I do not believe it." I did 
once when I let ,others do m'Y thinking upon the subject. 
It was such :a comfortable thing to believe, and sit back and 
enjoy it. Wpat a stti.pid I' was! Ignorant would perhaps. 
·be a better word-I was .pla.in ignorant. Ignorance is cur­
able with knowledge; ·but genuine stupidity is incurable, for 
there is no way of getting .knowledg.e into a stupid or 
stupified :brain. . . 

The Lord Jesus did not, nor did Paul, differentiate ,between 
the parousia and the apocalypse, associating the epiphaneia 
only with the J.atter. Our Lord's parousia assures us of His 
pers·onal 'Cor.pore'al return. His apocalypse assures us of ,His 
uncovering; i.e'., we shall be very su·re t6 identify Him the'n. 
Hds epiphaneia 8issures us ,of His 'return in glory-a glory 
above the brightness of ,the sun, a glory a,bove 'anything we. 
mortals have ever dreamed. These things are inherent in His 
second coming (just one event). T'hey cannot be separated 
and ·gohunted around to ,accommodate men's exegesis 6f a 
",week" in Daniel that they do not iknow what to do with: 
where'as, if they would leave the seventieth week just whel'e 
God put it, and where it belongs, joust· following the sixty-
ninth, there would be no trouhle. , 

BLACKSTONE. Dear Brother Blackstone. He was among 
the first to start me thinking ,serioously about the return of 
the Lord. I got so hungry for information thlllt I read every­
thing on the su.bject r could ,get my hands' on, and, in my 
ignorance, "fell'~ for a lot of unscriptural teacihing,-Brother 
Blackstone's misleading statemepts included. Weare r.eal 
friends :by now, 'having met each ,other .personall'Y when he 
sought me out while I was 'a patient in Pottenger's San­
i,torium, :besides ·a correspondence of man'Y years' standing. 
It would be wonder.f.u'l if ,he could ,but shed his "·blinders" and 
correct some' of ·his mistakes while ,he is :still alive. But he 
Is :getting pretty old and feeble even to attemopt siUch 'a tas!k. 
In his case, as in Dr. IScofield's, we can ·only 'hope that the 
good they have done may outweig.h the harm; and'I believe it 
will. Who of the sons of men 'but stumbled through their 
mistakes of ignorance ·on the road to truth as they climbed 
ever upward? Dis'aster results from ceasing to climb higher 
for the better view. Migotaikes can be made stepping-stones 
u.p ,the grade if we :but ,put. them under OUT feet, and not 
let them lumber up our heads. • 

THE MISTAKE OF WRITING BOOKS Too SOON. W.E.B.'S, 
"Jesus is Coming", may have been such a mistake; hut 
it might have been a greater mistake not to have written 
it at all. I do not know ·how old' he was when 'he wrote it, 
but ·he seems to be of the same mind· still, and he hws· passed 
his 90th ,birthday. It is ·sound advice however, till'at your 
book-writing friend gave you of long ago, especially if it 
maQ,e a closer student ·of you, and did. not diSICourage you ·al­
together f~om wri,ting. The real danger in 'beginnin,g to write 
for pUblication too soon is .the danger of believing that what 
you have written is the last word on the subject, so that what 
you have Wl'itten acts as a sort of ,tether. And when that 
happens it warps one's power for sound, sane, thinking. 

Dr. Royal S. Copeland--an M.D.-o-ne of our U.S. senators, 
said a true thing when he said: "A sane ,person holds no ideas 
so fixed as to ·be incapable of discussion and perhaps of re­
adjustment. He is' re'ady to listen.to new evidence, to weigh 
it, and to accept it, if it is logical and convincing. He is 
mentally free. His' mental processes are not congealed and 
crystallized. A person possessing what experts call 'imper­
ati:ve ideas', is lacking in that freedom of mind whi'Ch char­
acterizes perfect sanity." 
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THINKING •. "y.ou hit .the nail on the 'head" there: "NoOt 
many congregations assemble ·at any time 1;0 think." How 
true that is! Indeed it is also true .of m'any .pulpits as well 
as ·pews, 'as you knQw as well as I do. Original thinkers are 
s'carce these d"ay.s, excepting as "headliners". By that I mean 
thinking ,up .s·ome sort ()f a headline to draw a crowd, "Musso­
lini and'lihe Antichrist", :l5or instance. It draws the crowd all 
right:· but oh, the utter trash that is being ;put forth as 
scriptural that is ·as unscriptu!l'al ·as jt is possible to be. A 
lot of texts strung together prove nothing, thougoh so many 
seem .to think so. And .they think so because they are n;aI; 
willing to get 'rigoht d()wn ta- business and do some real think­
ing. I hope you will ·succeed in getting your listeners really. 
to think logically from a sound premise, through a sound 
ar,g,ument, to a s·ound conclusion. . 

The return of the Lord Jesus is indeed a fund'amental in. 
our Christian faith, 80S fundamental as is His first coming: 
and it began in its unf·olding before the creatL(}n of the world; 
and is wrapped up in Gen. 3:.15, as is ·the first coming, for 
that scripture looked forward to the seoond coming. th'l'ough 
the viet<>ry of the first. . 

This is a long letter-and would be mUClh longer if I wrot~ 
all that is in my heart to say--;but y,our sermons on our 
Lord'$ return have blessed me throug,h and throOu,gh :bec·8ouse 
you have st'l'uck out boldly against what y()U, s'ee clearly to 
be error. But I ihope that nQ fear of man win in any 'way 
hinder you at ·this ti,me in .meeting what is cleaTly erroneous 
teaching concerning matters vitally .connected with our Lord's 
second coming. 

It seems· to me that,at this time we need wmething more 
than simple doctrinal teaching, sound though it ,be. We 
need to face that which is erroneously :being assolCiated wjth 
the simple d:oc:trine of our Lord's return 00 the confusion of 
tens ot thousands, and prove tha.t it is errone(}us. . Su.rely 
we' -must ".cQntend" as "eamestty :l5or the faith" he'l'e as in the 
other fund8omenta.ls. Error here is mO!l'e devas1(atin~ than one 
might suppose, for it not only' .concerns ;bhe ,ChristIan woOrld, 
but it con.cerns God's covenant people Israel. Indeed, with 
the evil powers ,behind the scenes, it would not astonish me 
that tihis .is the real .objective of the devastation. Not that 
thDSe who foster these eI'll'ors sus.pect this for one mOlIllent. 

If the retuTn of the Jew-s to Palestine at this time is not 
the fulfilment of lsa. 61 :4--as I believe· it is-if;hen there still 
remains another cycle.of "many generations (d.or, d. Heb.)" 
of "desolations" :before we could hope to "weloome :back the 
King". For the "deso}oatio'ns" ,there referred t(} are Israel's 
last pri{)'l' to that great event. (d. context forward and 
through chap. 62). This is ·a matter of simple logic. 

Again. According.to lsa. 40:1-5 we cannot "comfort" the 
returning remnant of our day with "that ,blessed hope" of 
v. 5, unless we are assured ,that 'Israel's "double" judg,ments 
are in the past, and the national slate wiped clean of a11 'her 
national sins'. If Israel's two terrible ·national. calamities, 
viz., :her p'l'e-captivity tri'bulati(}ns, 'and her national caop­
tivity under the AssYrian· and 'Babylonian kings for i4()latr,y, 
i.e., the broken Palestinian Covenant, ·as the first outs.tand'ing 
judgment: and her seoond outstanding' judg,ment of those 
terrifying years just prior to 70 A.D. eventuating in 'a nearly 
2000 yea!l's' desolattDns and disperoSion, do not fulfil every re­
qui'l'ement of the "double" of .Isa. 40:2, then, logical1y, the 
Lord's return is a long way off. For Israel is as much con-

. cerned in the Lord's second coming as is· the ,Church. 
If the joint captiivity of the two ·houses of Israel under 

Babylon's kings, together w:ith the pre-captivity tribulatwn, 
and concurrent desolations of the land, did not constitute 
"the time of Jacob's trouble" .of Jer. 30:7, then what was it?· 

And if "the day of vengea·n'Ce" of !,sa. 61 :2, did not :begin to 
fulfil with the generation Jesus was add'l'essing in Matt. 23 
and .24:1-28, as He said it did. (cf. Lk.· 21:22), then wma.t did 
f'llldil then in the way of judgment that eventuated in· the 
protracted desolations .of the land riglh,t down to our Q.wn 
day'? Surely some "abominations of desolation" set those 
age-lasting desolations.in moOtion. 

But all .this goes f()r nothing to our ,modem second-coming 
teachers, arid Israel's "double" i,s still future acoording ta­
them. One marvels at their illogic, for, a tribulation .in 
the future for Israel that· is greater than that which is 
past cannot be squeezed into "seven" s,hort ,years, !How they 
have complicated ma.tters. 

God's W,(}rd does not so complicate the ftilfilment of i,ts 
prophesies.' The Palestinian .. Co.venant was broken -by Israel's 
national id,olatries: and the' remnant of tihe ,peo.ple went into 
national captivity,. while the land lay desolate. Israel killed 
God's prophets, rejected the Lord Jesus as their Messiah 

thGugh God raised Hiin from the dead, and killed His wit­
nesses in finishing their transgression (cf. Dan. 9:24), the 
"seventy weeks" were expired, and the "day of venge8llJ.ce" 
set in, and eventuated in a national dispersion and desolations 
lasting t(} our own day. Here 'is Israel's "double for ·all her 
sins" of Isa. 40:2. And now that that is in the past as is 
clearly witnessed by the restoration now going f-orw'ard in 
the Land of the Palestinian Covenant; we can confidentl,y 
loook forward to ou·r Lord's second" ooming. How Ve'l'Y simple 
'and logical is God's program. . . 

Oih, may God pour out the Holy Spirit upon yoli to witness 
in "power" to "that 'bles'sed 'hope" as it ·pertains 1iD Israel and 
to. the ,Church. One "olive wee" finally in God's eternal 
.purposes. . 

Yours most sincerely, 
(Signed) JESSIE SAGE RJOBERTSO~. 

MORE ABOUT BALAAM. 
A Lecture by Dr. T. T: Shields .. 

I 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Olmrch, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, May 5th, 1932. 

T7.~enty-fourth in d Series of Thursaay Evening Lect.ures 
, On Biblical Theology, which are included in the 

'. Curriculum.of Toronto BaPtis~ Seminary. 
. (Stenograp·hically Reported) 

Lecture Text: Numbers, chapters 23 and 2:4. 
We observed in o~r last week's study how evidently 

Balaam desired to possess himself of the rewards which 
Balak had offered him. He is descr.ibed in the New Testa-

. ment as one who "loved the wages of unI'lighteousness",. 
and those who walk in Balaam's ways are said to 'walk in 
"the error of Balaam." In the letter to the church at Per­
gamos the doctrine of Balaam is denounced. 
. Vve observed last week that Balaam -cloaked his covet­

eottsness ina religious gUise. He was asked to curse the 
. people of God, and again and again sought audience with. 

the Lord that he might secure divine- permission; and even 
after the' miracle which God had wrought in making the .. 
beast that carriec;l :;him to reprove him; he still persisted 
in his effort to ob1;ain dixine permission to curse Israel, 
at the sam'e time saying that of course he could not go be-I 
yond the word of the Lord. 

Now he instructs Balak to erect seven alta'rs, and to' 
offer upon each aouHock and a ram. Ht; still adheres to . 

. the forms and sacrifices· of religion, he is still perfectly 
orthodox ·in his outward attitude; and he bids Balak abide 
by the sacrifices while he goes to meet with the Lord: 
"Stand by the burnt offet~ng, and I will go: peradventure 
the Lord will come to meet me , and whatsoever he sheweth 
me I will ten thee." 'But for the light whi~h the New Tes­
tament throws upon this .story ,it might easi'ly he imag'ined 
that Balaam had had a change of mind, and that he was 
now:sincerely seeking the word and the will of God. But 
the New Testamerit makes it impossible for us to believe 
t!hat. To the end he cherished that covetous desire, and 
endeavoured to po~sess himself, 'of the profits of a worldly 
life while, at the same time, exercising the prophetic office. 

How many peopie there are like that to-day. It i's of no 
use for: us to study these' ancient ,scriptures as so many 
pages of history, j.f' we do not learn the principles which' 
t!hey teach, and learn also to make' application of those 
pI'linciples to ourselves. Of what value is it for any of us 
to (jbserve the forms of religion,. ·or, to translate it into 
evangelica:l speech, to profess faith in the Great Sa'Crifice 
which has been offered, to he perfectly sound in our· in­
tellectual views of the 'l)rinciples of the gospel, and out-
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wardly, in the life we live before men, to' appear ~o be en­
deavouring to serve Jehovah, if, at the same tIme, our 
hearts are set upon the praises and plaudits of the world? 
If our .. rdigion is but a sham, of what va.-Iue is it? 

Repeatedly Balaam did the same thing. It may suggest 
to us how dangerous a thing it is to cultivate the power of 
self-will. I suppose we are all inclined to ,be 'rather proud 
of our strength of resolution, the for~e of .our own ~~l.r, 
which is the centre of any human personahty. But It IS 
possible to cultivate that power until, paradoxical as it 
may seem, it runs away with us, until a man sll:bordinates 
his judgment, his affections, everything there is of him, 
to that one pilssion, a determination to have one's own 
way. 

I heard of a little boy once who, when his mother at­
tempted to reprimand him, turned on her fiercely and 'said, 
"I will go out and let a little dog bite me." The mother 
-.very wisely, I think-opened the front door and said, 
"I would if I were you." . . 

There are grown people who are Iike that little boy, 
who are just as obstinate, ju-st as stubborn-only they call 
it resoluteness or resolution: "I am a man of . strong will." 
If you have a strong enough wiU you can go and' knock 
your hrains out against a stone w~l-but ·it will not pro­
fit yo"u. Balaam had a certain object !before him, and he 
was determined to obtain it no matter what it might cost. 
So now, in spite of divine intt:rposition, in spite of the 
multiplied mercies of God, he leaps over them all to his 
own destruction. 

Be ,careful What you do with your witl. Tennyson 
is not a!lways orthodox, but he is some.times, !in some 
places. You remember those familiar lines,-

"Thou seemest hu-man and diVline, 
The highest, holiest, manhood Thou; 
Our wills are ours, we know not how-

Our wills are 'ours to make· them Thine.'~ 

The man is never so strong as when he adopts an attitude 
of perfect submission to the will of God. Ba,laam's ass 
had more sense than ,its master: It turned back when an 
angel stood in the way. Bu-t even an angel could not turn 
Balaam back from his purpose. It is said of some people, 
"They would not -be satisfied if they had an angel 'to 
preach to them." That is true of most people! They 
would not be as well satisfied as to have you or me preaeh 
to them, because they can find fau-lt with. us, and 1:lhey 
could not w,ith the angel! 

What was true of Balaam was true of Balak. Balak 
used religion as a kind of enchantment. He huilt 3.'ltars, 
and . offered sacrifices, for the purpose of cursing his 
enemies. What a perversion of truth is involved in that! 
True religion was never designed to rob anybody of ·the 
highest good. It was designed to bring us baok to God, 
to bring us into harmonious relation with the Sotirc~ of 
all hles~ing. And yet ther~ are a great many people who 
build their religion upon hatred. 

A certain brother told ine that 'he, as an officer of a cer­
tain Church, interviewed somebody for memb~rship. When 
he had completed the interview he said, ,"I -should have no 
hesitation whatever in recommending you for member­
ship ,in this church"-I tihink there must have been just 
a little element of irony in what he said, for he said to 
that person-"for the cardinal requir,ement for member­
ship in this church is an intense hatred of Jarvis Street 

. Church and its Pastor; and, on that ground, you are 

thoroughly quaLified." That is only building Balak':s al­
tars, using religion to try to bring a curse of so~e sort 
upon somelbody. May God save us from that '.lund of 
thing! . 

Balaam uttered fuller prophecies, and it is very interest­
ing to study 1!hose prophecies. . I shall not deal wi~h the 
content of them: that i:s too large an order' for the tIme at 
our disposal. But they throw a very interesting Iight 
upon the principle of divin.e -inspi·ration. 

Some years ago we had a very sharp controvers:f in.the 
Baptist Conventiqn of Ontario and Quebec-back 111 n111e­
teen hundred and nineteen. A series of editorials 'appeared 
In The Canadian. Baptist at the time based upon a certain 
book which had recently appeared in England. The author 
of that book professed to hav-e found 'himself relieved of 
a great difficulty. He had found the solution of a great 
problem: he had discovered that, not the writings of 
S.cripture Iwere inspired-that is, not the Scriptures them­
selves, for that is what it means; they are the writings-. 
that the Scriptures th.emselves were not inspired, but the 
writers were inspired; Moses, David, Isaialh, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, the 'writers of the Gospels and of the epistles. 
They were ·inspired men, good men in .whom God' dwelt; 
'but their writings were not specificiaUy inspired by the 
Holy Ghost. Being good men, they exercised their judg­
ment, and wrote the truth as tlheysaw it. Of course their. 
writings were not infallible, bu~ they were the product of 
inspired men. 

I remember iri the debate at Ottawa a scripture cam~ 
to me with peculiar force in the midst of that discussion, 
and.I felt the Lord specially used it. It was that scripture 
in Peter where he says, "Of which salvation the prophets 
have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of 
the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or 
what manner of time tlhe Spirit of Chri!it which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the suffer­
ings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto 
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto 
us they did minister ,the things whioh are now reported un­
to you by them that have preached the gospel unto you 
with the Holy Ghost sent down fr0111 heaven." 

Peter there says that many o( the prophets did not 
know the 'meaning of their own prophesies, that th.ey were 
just as dark to them as they were to others, and that .after 
they had written them they examined them, "searching 
what, or "that manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
-"vas in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, an~ th.e glory that should foll?~." 
All they could make out of It was that they were wntmg 
for another day, that it was something that they need not 
understand at that time: "Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but unto us they did miruister." 

. Here is a man who is 'set upon obtaining Balak's reward, 
and if there is any possibility of his uttering a prophecy 
agreeable to Ba:lak, for which he' can receive a r~ward, he 
is determined to do it. He has made sever3!l attempts 
already, and now once again he says, "Build your altars 
and prepare your ·sacrifices, and it may be that even yet 
I may get something from the -Lord that will he pleasmg 
to you." , 

But he di,d not. Instead of cursing, he blessed. God 
did actually speak through this ungodly man. The Lord 
did actually sov-ereignly 6verrule his· evil intentions, and 
just as supernaturally he made even the ass to speak in 

I 

'\ . 
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rebuke of the' prophet, so he ,sovereignly compelled Balak 
to pronounce a blessing upon Israel whom he had come 
~ru~ , 

I wQuld suggest to you that you give careful study to 
Balaam's prophecies as an interesting and instructive ex­
ample of what divine inspiration really is. It certainly 
means that God did in those days so possess men that 

, against their own wills, and even without the co-operq.t<ion 
apparently of their own facuLties, He caused them to speak 
His words. He did actually, when it pleased Him-not 
always did He inspire them in the same way-He did actu­
ally when it pleased Him, superimpose His own will, and 
compel men to !be the mouthpieces of Jehovah. 

You have a further example of the saple principle when 
the' Spirit of the Lord came upon Saul, and Saul pro­
p4~sied, so that it became a proverb in Israel, "Is Saul 
also arriong the prophets?" , 

So much for that principle. We have here a study' of 
the principle of divine inspiration; think it through for 
)70urselves. ' 

Once more we come ,indirectly' upon a revelation of 
what God is. Involved in what I have said is this prin­
ciple: there are some people who think they can make' use 
of God. He is a useful Person somewhere Whom we do 
not inVtite to our. games, but when we are in trouble we 
can look to Him. I noticed in an ,interview with the form­
er crown prince of Germany he quoted a German proverb 
to the effect that ,I'mi'sery teaches men to pray". Balak, 
.being in trouble, thought he might make use of God, ir­
respective of all principles of righteousness, for his own 
ends. He pressed Balaam into ihis service, and the two of 
them together conspired in the name of religion 'to lay 
hold of some superhuman power. in order to get the 
bett~r of th~ir enemies. ' , 

But God cannot be so used. Surely we' have here a 
further disclosure of God as the sovereign God, Who 
does His own will, who has His ,own programme, Who 
accomplishes Hjs own ends in His own way. 

Then we may well learn a 'principle laid down in the 
, eighth of 'Romans: "If God be for us, who can be against 
us ?" Balak was filled with fear ibecause of the success 
that had attended I,srael's pilgrimage thus far, particularly 
their victories over Arad, king of the Cana,anites, Sihon 
of Heshbon, and Og of Bashan. But in spite of it all the 
people of God were blessed. Balaam said, "How shall I 
curse, whom God hath not ~ursed? or how shaH, I defy, 
whom the Lord hath not defied?" 

We need not fear the antipathy of men. We need not 
be afraid of human hatreds. The Psalmist said, "I will 
not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set 
themselves against me 'roundabout." Then he declared, 
"Thou hast smitten all mine enemies upqn the cheek 
bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly." And 
God will1break the teeth of the ungodly. He may aHow 
them to do a great deal of barking, but He will not let 

'them bite. , We need not be afraid of, them, providing we 
ire in the will of God. If God wills to hless us, if He is 
for us, who can be against us?'. 

I 'believe if I had time to analyze these prophesies I 
could show you that there is sc;arcely a doctrine of the 
gospel, scarcely a doctrine of the New Testament, that is 
not wrapped up in these marvellous, prophesies, sove­
reignly wrung from the lips 'of a man who had come at the 
behest of her enemies to curse Israel. I give you one 
example only. 

In the twenty-third chapter, verse twenty-one, we read, 
"He: hath not heheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath He 
seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord his God is with 
him, ahd the ,shout of a king is among them." Have, we 
not been following Israel through the wilderness journey 
in the books of Exodus and Leviticus? Have we not seen 
what a perverse company of people t;hey were, how obstin­
ate, ' how rebellious, how disobedient, at every turn? 
~rought to. Kadesh-barnea, they were turned back again 
mto the wIlderness through unbelief. For thirty-e,ight 
years they have been wandering in the wilderness, now 
they are brought 'again toward the promised land and this 
man says 'by inspiration; "He hath not beheld i~iquity in 
Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel." 

How can you explain tnat? How is it possible to say 
that? Only on the principle of an imputed righteousness, -
only on the principle of a: justification that was Israel's 
by faith': "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him for' righteousness." So God beholds us in the face 
of His Anointed; He looks upon us, not as \ve are in nur­
selves, !but a,s w!'! are in Chr,ist: we are comple~e in Him. 
He 'has made us accepted in the Beloved' He sees 110 in-. . .' . ' 
'lqUlty I~ us, no perverseness belonging to us, b'ecause we 
are,clothed with the righteousness of Christ. The divine 
Bridegroom says to H~s spouse, "Thou art all fair, my 
~ove; there is no spot in thee." . 

~t .is instructive'to observe how Balak invokes, not only 
re:liglOn, but geography. He says, "Come, I pray thee, 
with me u?-to another place, from whence thou mayest see 
them:, thou shalt see but the utmost part-of them, and shalt 
not see them a!l1: and curse me them from thence." I 
have known a Convention to change from one place to an­
o1!her to give Balaam a chance to curse'. But it makes no 
difference. God does not need to take a train: Whether 
you see al1 God's people, or part of them, it is all one. 

, " 

When Balaam 'had twice refused to curse them, but in­
stead had pt:,onounced a blessing, Balak said, "You Wave 
made it rather worse than it was, but I wonder if you can­
not neutralize 'What you have done? Come and get an­
other look at them, and neither bless nor curse-Neither 
curse them at all, nor bless them at all." Balaam re­
sponded, "Told not I thee,saying, aU that the Lord speak­
eth, that I must do." To which Balak again replied, 
"Come, I pray thee, I wid-! bring thee unto another place: 
peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse 
me them from thence." Balak bu.ilt the seven altars again; 
but it made no diff~rence: the, blessing was still pro­
nounced : "How goodly are thy tents, -0 Jacob, and thy 
tabernades, 0 Israel! As the v3!lleys are they spread 
forth, ~s: gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign 
aloes whIch the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees be­
side the waters. He shall pour the water out of his 
buckets, and his seed shall be in many 'waters, and his 
king shall be higher than Agag, 'and his kingdQm shall be 
exalted. God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath 
a'S it w~re the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up the 
nations his enemies~ and' shall ,break their bones, and 
pierce them through with his arrows. He couched, he 
lay down ,as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir 
him up? Blessed is he that hIes seth thee, and cursed is 
he that curseth thee." 

, Balak's anger was further kindled against Balaam, and 
he said, "I thought to promote thee unto great honour; but 
10,' die Lord ,hath kept -thee back from honoar." Balaam, 

r 
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being devoid of honour himself, forfeited all honour both 
from God and man. The world can never confer real .hon­
our upon an unfaithful prophet; while he who is faithless 
of heart while faithful of tongue will fail of all heavenly 
hqnours. 

To Balak's passionate' outburst Ballaam replied, "Spake 
I not also to thy messengers which .thou sentest .unto me, 
saying, Il:f Balak would give me his house full of silver and 
gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the Lord, 
to do either good or had of mine own mind·;· but what the 
Lord saith, that will I speak? And now, behold, I go unto 
my people: come therefore, and .1 wiU advertise thee what 
this people shall do to thy people in the latter days. And 
he took up :his paralble, and said, Ba,laam the son of Beor 
hath .said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said: 
he hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw 
the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but hav­
ing his eyes open"-what a wonderful word this is I And 
is there not a strain Cif pathos ·in it-"I shaJU see him, but 
not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall 
come a Star out of J acob, a~d a Sceptre, shall 'l"ise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners of. Moab, and destroy 
al'l the children of Sheth. And Edom shall be a posses­
sion, Seir also shall be a possession for his en,emies, and 
Israel sha,ll do valiantly .. Out of Jacdb shall come he that 
shaH have dominion, andJghall destroy him that remaineth 
of the city.'" 
Th~s Balaam's prophecy did not end until, by the in-. 

spiration of the Almighty, he had been led to behold a 
Sta·r come out of Jacob and the Sceptre rise ouf of Judah, 
until he beheld the King in His beauty, and the land that 
is' very far off. You would not understa!Jd that apart 
from the New' Testament; but -the' New Testament con­
firms the prophecy of Balaam, and records at least a 
partial fulfilment thereof: "Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and 'given hifI}. a name which is 
·above every name: that at ·the name of Jesus every knee 
sh~uld ,bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every' tongue should 'con­
fess t~at Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God' the 
Father." 

I have offered only a .few s'uggestions on chapters 
twenty-three and twenty-four, butt to. one principle run­
ning through them all I direct your attention ,in <f sen­
tence or two in closing. We shall see in our Sunday 
evening studies in the next few weeks that there is a cer­
tain .school of interpreters who teach that Jesus Christ 
came to this world with' a' tentat·ive' programme, that He 
took certain courses, and made certain offers, and that 
had those offers Ibeen accepted then the course of human 
history would have been otherwise. I may return to it 
again, but I say this especially to ypu students: Dr. Gray 
approves of the usual answer, as he cans it, given to 
cel1tain questions, that, until near the dose of the Acts, 
Israel, as a nat jon, "had still an opportunity to accept Jesus 
as her Messiah and King, in which event He would im­
mediat~ly have returned to judge the nations and set up 
the kingdom" ; and .quotes Sir Robert Anderson as saying: 
"When in Matthew, 24, for example, the Lord addressed 
His hearers as though they themselves would pass through 
the Great Tribulation, we 'recognize-that this would have 
proved literally true' if the Jews had accepted Him as their 
Messiah." , ' 

Against that assumption I. must: whh abl kindness 
protest. Jesus Christ did not come to this earth with a 

tentative programme. When' he spoke in the twenty­
fourth chapter of Matthew, He did know that He was 
going to be crucified. He did know that'He was the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. He did know the 
last detail of His programme. And when He reached the 
end of His life He did not say, "And now, 0, Father, I 
have done the best I could; but they would not let Me 
do this, nor would they let Me do the other. They would 
not accept Me here: they would not accept Me there." 
Nol Nol He ·said, "I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do." Any interpretation that -would impugn 
the divine prescience, any interpretat.ion of Scripture that 
falls short of a futI ,recognition of the absblute sovereignty 
of -God in all·realms, is not of God, I ,care not 'W-hose it is. 
Away with that idea that there was any hap or chance in 
the life of our Lord during the days of His flesh. He 
'finished His work. 

Why do I say that now? Because God ·said it to 
Balaam : !'There shall come, a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Sceptre shall rise out of Israel"; "Out of Jacob shall come 
He that shall have dominion." There was never any doubt 
about that.- There is a great deal more in these matters 
~hat we are now studying than some people imagine. Let 
us ,hold fast by that principle. 

Balaam said, "God is not a man, that he should lie; 
neither the son of man, that he 'should repent." He doe~ 
not change His mind. "Known unto God are aU his works 
from the beginning of the world." Let it be ours to try 
to understand them, and to come into harmony with His 
plan for ourselves, for the church, for the woFld at large. 

Shall'I whisper a secret to you? Everyo~e of us has 
made a botch of everything we ever attempted. Did you 
ever do anything in such a way that you did·, not desire 
a chance to do it al'l over again? I never finish preaching 
that I do not wish I had a trap~door through whioh to 
retire, and forget about it for a week, and try 'to do bet­
ter next time. We'are a poor lot. But God, in His sove­
reign mercy, looks upon us, and gives us another chance. 
He overrules our I>1unders, and loves us in spite of all our' 
waywardness, and then graciously declares that He has 
not beheld iniquity in J aC()lb, neither hath He seen per­
verseness in Israel I Blessed he God for the righteousness 
of our Lord Jesus imputed to all poor sinners who simply 
believe. 

"When free grace awoke me, ,by light from on high, ' 
Then legal fears shoqk me, -I trembled to die; . 
No refuge, no 'safety, in self could I see; 
'Jehovah Tsidkenu.' my Saviour must Ibe. 

"My terrors all va1fi~hed before the sweet name; 
. 'My guilty fears banished, with boldness I came 

To drink at the fountain, life-giving and free: 
'J ehovah T·sidkenu' was all things to· me." 

BOOKS BY OR. T. T. SHIELDS 
"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." . 

A series of Thursday evening Bible Lectures' from 
Genesis to n. Samuel 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HISTORY." 
A series of sermons preached in Jarvia Street Clurch, 
on "The 'rrial of Jesus." 

Price Fi~ty Cents a Volume Postpaid. 
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Lessoit 22 May 29th, 1932 

THE MURMURING OF MIRIAM. 
Lesson Text: Numbers 12, Deut. 18. 
Golden Text: "With him will I speak 

mouth to mouth, even apparently, 
and not in dark speeches; and the 
similitude ',of the Lord shall he be­
hold: wherefore then were ye not 
afraid to speak against my servant 
Moses ?-Numbers 12:8. 
, Daily Bible ~eadings. 

Monday-Deut. 34:1-12. 
Tuesday-Heb. 13:7-17. 
Wednesday-I Tim. 5:.17-25. 
Thursday-Jer. 2:1-8. 
Friday-Jer. 28:1-9. 
Saturday-:-Lu~e 2:1-8. 

THE GOSPEL WITNESS (667) '.15 

ate, appearance of God on behalf of His servants of .God in the New Testam,!!nt 
servant Moses. He spake suddenly unto period in that "they which preach the 
Moses, Aaron, and ·Miriam, and invited gospel should live of the gospel", (I ,Cor. 
them to come unto the tabernacle ·of the 9:13,,14). Note the loving care of God 
congregation, (v. 4). "And the Lord foOr His servants, and the wisdom of the 
came down in the pillar of the ,cloud and divine plan, in removing those servants 
stood in the door of the ta.bernacle, and from the economic temptations, and un­
called Aaron and Miriam; and they both certainties .of life. 
came forth", (v. 5). He ,then addressed V. AVOIDING ABOMINATIONS, (vs.9-
them. on behalf of His servant Moses, in 14). , 
vindication of his unique and divinely The purpose of God ooncerning His 
appointed office, (vs. 6-8). The danger people was that they 'should he truly 
connected with their ,offence is evident separated unto Him, and remain un-
in the question, "Were ye not afraid to contaminated from the 'heathen customs 
speak a'gainst my servant Moses?" and of the ,people ·surrounding them. . They 
in the statement that the anger ,of the were thus to be a peculiar people, unlike 
Lord was kindled against them, (v. 9). all ,other nations, glorifying God ill their 
Caution is required respecting one's at- individual and corporate life. Christians 
titude toward G.od's servants. They are are also called to 'be a peculiar people 
dear unto 'God. He -is jealous on their hi the sense of separation unto their Lord 
behalf, (-1 Chron. 16:20~2), and the work and Saviour, (Titus '2:14; I Pet. '2:9). 
which they do is His work, (A~ts ·20:28; Several things are worthy of note in 
Eph. 4:8-16). Note the fa·ct that God reference to this command. First, the 
vindicated His servant. ' M.oses did not Israelites we:re not to do after the 
require to do 'so. See the character ,of abominations of the nations of Canaan, • 
Moses, (v. '3-). (v. 9). Second, there was not to be 

I. THE MURMURING OF MIRIAM III THE PUNISHMENT GIVEN found among them "anyone that maketh 
AND AARON, (Num. 12:1~3). . MIRIAM, (vs. H)-16). his son or his daughter to pass through 

One cannot 'but be sympathetic with It is possi-ble that Miriam was t~e the fire", implying a worshipper of 
Moses in his trying position as !leader instigator of this rebellion against M'oses, Molech, (;Lev. 18:21), "or he that us,eth . 
in Israel. Whenever the people became and therefore she was made to 'bear the divination, or an enchanter or a witch, 
dissatisfj.ed with their lot, he became the punishment. After the departure of the or a charmer, or a ,consulter with 
target of their complaint, and in the Lord she "became leprous, white as familiar s.pirits, ,or a wizard, or a 
recOTd of our study his own sister and snow",' (v. 10). This was a dreadful necromancer", (vs. '10, 11). These terms 
brother 'chide him and challenge his punishment, but it corresponded to the refer to the different modes of exploring 
leadership. He had much to endure, but evil. nature of ·the offence:' The punish- the unseen, and all are forbidden. This 

I he bore it 'patiently, although feeling ment fitted the crime, .manifested God's includes spiritualism, a most subtle and 
the heaviness ,of the burden, (11:14). estimate of the .same, and taught Mil'iam deadly system. ,God ,is the only source 
Leadership is not without its privileges, and Aaron a lesson which ~hey would of information concerning the unseen, 
but it also 'has its cares. 'A leader is never forget. Several things are worthy and the future,. and all 'should he con­
human, and is not without limitations, of note respecting this punishment, and te!lt with that whicl1 He 'has revealed in 
and as he' deals with persons ·of like im- the release therefrom. First,' Miriam HIS 'W.ord, and leave all fortune tellers 
perfection there should be mutual con- was afflicted ,on account ,of sin, the same: and others ·of a like nature severely 
sideration between them. One ,of the being attriobutable to the Lord. There alone. Note God's attitude t-oward those 
greatest trials of a leader is that of are three poss,ible sources of sickness: who do these things, (v. 12), and His. 
mi-sunderstanding .on the part of those God, (Deut. '28:27, 28, 35); Satan, (Job. desire concerning Israel, (vs. 13, 14). 
w:hom he is endeavouring to lead, ,even 27; Luke 13:1'1, '16); human, (Hos. 7:5; VI. THE PROMISED PROPHET, (vs. 
his motiv:es at times .being misjudged, Phil. 2:25-27). Second, Miriam was 15-22). 
and his private affairs interfered with, healed through the prayer of 'Moses, (v. After forbidding the people to con­
as in this cas,e. 'serious consequences' 13). 'God heals withDut means, (IGen. suIt with soothsayers, the Lord gives the 
'often ensue from such conduct, the work 20:17; Luke 7:2; .17:15), and with means" pr,omise to His people of the coming of 
of, God being hindered, and the divine (2 Kings 5:14; 20':7). Note Aaron's re- the .pl1ophet like unto Moses, unto Whom 
name I'obbed of glory. It should be re- pentlint attitude, (v.s. 11, '12). In the they should heaJ.'lken, (v. '1'5). Through­
'membered that it is a good and blessed third place observe that the journey ~f out the course ·of the y,ears there were 
'thing to mind one's own business, ,and Israel was held up for 'seve~ days on several raised, up from among the people 
to consent to the fact that leaders and Miriam's account, during wp:ich tinie she who gave forth the message .of God; 
others have a right to a. ,private life was not permitted t-o enter the camp, but the supreme fulfilment is found in 
which none should touch. (vs. 14-16). It should be recognized the Lord Jesus Christ, (Acts 3:19-26). He 

Miriam and Aaron f,ound fault with that sin always ·hinders .progress, as at spoke the words of God, (v. 1'8; John 
Moses on account of the woman whom Ai, (Josh. 7:10-112). -Kades'h-lBa·rnea, 17:8), and men and women will be held 
he had taken for his wife, referriJ.lg (14:42,4'3), and in the present day, (Heb. responsible f,OT treatment ,of His message, 
probably to Zipporah, and they challenged 12:1). 'Chasti'sement at the time may (v. 19). The heathen nations consulted 
his leadership by ·intimating that he was seem grievous but afterward it yields their charmers and wizards, :but Israel 
not the ·only one through whom 'God had fruit unto righteousness, (Heb. 12:11). was directed to listen to the message of 
spoken. He had used them in this re- IV. PRIESTLY DUES CDeut. 18:1-8). God throu'gh His servants, and par­
spe~t. Such an attit';1de man.ifested re- The priests and Le~tes. had no part ticularly through Jesus 'Christ. He is 
bellI on, actuated possIbly by Jealousy of nor inheritance with the rest of Israel the One through W:}}om !God has revealed 
~oses for acting contrary to the~r wishes in the land. They were definitely H~mself. 'We can know God .only through 
m matter~, ·of leadershIp, ·for ,It would separated unto the 'service. of .God, and ~Im, an~ all ·o,ther pr,ofessed. sources of 
seem as If th.ere. was 'somethmlf m~re He provided for them in another way, mformatIon are false. a!l~ WIcked. . In 
than mere ,0bJechon to the natIOnalIty through the offerings of the ,people, (v. these days of the multIplICIty of heretical 
?f .the. ~ife: 'Such ,conduct was ~o~g 1), certain ,portions of the same ,being se~ts. it is .ess~ntia~ that we remembl!l" 
m Its mJustICe toward Moses, and Its sm set aside for their sustenance (vs. '3-5). thIS. In the BIble IS the record of thIS 
against God. It implied a challeng,e of The numbers of the Levites b~ing large revelation, and to this appeal must ,be 
the divine order, 'as Moses ,~c';1pied his part only· of them 'served in the taber~ made in relation to all teaching, and all 
pos,ition by virtue of the dI,vme com- nacle at a time the rest dwelling in their that which is not in accordance there­
mandment. Note the position of the cities. A dire~tion is here given con- with is erroneous and must be discarded. 
New Testament leader, and the proper cerning 'a .Levite who in a spirit of de- Emphasis should be Jaid on the suprem­
attitude toward him, (Heb. 13:7, 17; I votion left, his city to serve in the sanc- acyof Christ 'as, God's revelation to man, 
Tim. 5:17-119). tuary. 'Such .an individual was to share and the necessity for faith in Him. Note 
II THE INTERVENTION OF GOD, equally with the others who were on also the supreme place of the Bible, the 

(vs. 4-9). . regular duty, (vs. 6-8). The principle fate ,of the false px:o,phet, (v. 20), and 
The serious nature of the action .of underlying the provision of ,G.od. for the the test to 'be applIed to all prophets, 

Miriam and Aaron is seen in the immedi- Levites is. ~perative in relation to the (vs. 21, 22). 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S CON- intelligent, alert and happy. How good headway in such a place, for.. people, 
FERENCE. it is to res,t one's eyes upon faces un- lulled to sleep ·by a form of godliness, 

F.or the past two.· weeks, a notice of marred by rouge and make-up and are hard to reach and yet there are many 
much importance has been carried in the fellowship with young people capa·ble of trophies of His Igrace praising the Lord 
pages of the Union BaptiSt Witness; a enjoying :good music and sharing the for such a testimony as the Mount 
notice concerning a great meeting to be same. Then, to see them .follow the Pleasant Road Baptist Ghurch. 
held on Tuesday, May 24th, in the Jarvis speaker's reasoning&; to be conscious of Mother's Day was observed in a special 
Street Baptist Ghurch, Tor·onto, and now the· hush which accompanies attentive manner. .splendid congregations were 
it is possible to make an announcement listening and to know that Igreat d'e- in attendance and the Sunday School 
regarding the Great Day. cisio·ns were being made and momentous held an open sess,io·n. At the afternoon 

The Young 'People of all the churches questions settled, :was a great experience. session, Mr., F. ·G. Pim gave an interest­
of the Union are invited and those who What a privilege it ·is for Christians of ing object lesson to the slfuool and other· 
are not so young are asked to come· along all ages to join hands in fellowship like visitor.s assisted in the evening service, 
too that they may be .partakers of. the one large family, ready to hear the bringing special messages in song. 
good things in store. Father's voice! Something like this On May 5th, the women of the church 

• The day is to begin at ten O'clock, and seems to be the atmosphere of the Run- had the privilege of a visit from Mrs. 
the programme provides for every nymede Road meetings.. Pray much f()or MacBain, of the Hillcrest Church, who . 
church having a part, and it is expected the messenge:rs and influence in every brought a heart-searching message, 
that the Rev. and Mrs. H •. u.,. Davey, who way possible the unsaved to attend the covering the responsibility and the under­
will but have reached Canadian ·shores meetings. They continue over Sunday, lying meaning of the name "Regular 
about the 22nd of the month will bring May 15th, anlt then the Evangelists are Baptist Church." The message was one of 
greetings from Liberia. As it will be to be with the Rev. A. ,C. Whiwombe at exceptional interest and supplied much 
necessary for Mr. and Mrs. Davey to Orangeville for a week or so. food for thought. 
have a period of rest before making any * • * * -It has been a real accomplishment on 
itinerary among the churches, the THE RADIO' BROADCAST. . the part of the church to have paid 
Young People's Conference will be the A programme which is arousing much $400.00 off the indebtedness . of their 
only opportunity for some time of meet- interest is b:roadcast each Saturday eve- building during the past few weeks. The 
ing them. ,ning at 9 o'clock, Eastern· .standard need has not been met without sacrificial 

Then the speakers in the afternoon Time, from .station CKOC Hamilton. Be giving on the part of t~e people, but the 
and evening sessions will have mes,sages sure t()o listen in. Rev. Cliffprd J. Loney Lord has sent abundant blessing and the 
of burning in~erest to all-Rev. Anton will speak, Rev. Anton Cedarholm will church goes forward in happy fellowship. 
Ced'aTholm 'will speak, and iMr. FT~d bring a message, and Mr. Hilmor C'edar- ... M;DI;A. • 
:S~e and Mr. ~Ilmor Cedar.h!>lm will holm will play upon the water glasses. 
b!m~ mess·ages m song and dIrect the Enjoy with hundreds of others the Stan- The work on the Medina field is en­
slngmg. . . ley Avenue Sunshine Hour, and drop. a couraging indeed. Congregations., in spite 

Meals wIll be serve~ m ~he B. D. card directly to the station, o.r to Mr. of bad weather, have kept up and the 
Thomas Hall of the JarVl's Street 'Chu~ch. Loney, telling of your appreciation of it. Pastor js looking forward: to another 
Plan to attend and ~ake the meetmg Donations :to cover the expenses of the baptismal service shortly. The first 
known to all who are mterested. broadcast will ,be appreciated. Sunday in J.une will be the anniversary 

• • ... • ..... of Rev. Melchie Henry!s own baptism, 
~ . which took place exactly eleven years 

RUNNYMEDE ROAD MEETINGS. CABLED NEWS. ago. .. • * • The meetings conducted at the Runny- A message has been received which 
mede Road Regular Baptist Church, advises that Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Davey DUPLEX ENVELOPES. 
corner -Colbeck Street and Runnymede will be' sailing from Southampton, Eng- . The· prices of the duplex and other 
Road, Tor.onto, are attracting consider- land, on Saturday, May 14th, v.ia ·t'tIe church envelopes are greatly reduced 
able inte:rest. They are something differ- S.S. Alaunia. during the .summer months and ·consider- . 
ent. How. ·beautiful the old hymns ring ... • • '" able saving may be made ·by ordering 
out from the water goblets which lend THE ST. A·MEDEE FIELD. them at this time for the coming year. 
themselves to music under the skilful A church building is gradually taking Prices will be gladly supplied from the 
fingers of· Mr. Hilmo·r oCedarholm and on form at The Gore, where the Lord' Union Office and orders' may ·be placed' 
how the messages of the 'grand old so graciously sent revival blessing under through tihat channel also.' . 
hymns take hold ·of one as the Rev. the ministry of 'Pastors Lorne and Roy • * * • 
Anton Cedarholm leads the congregation Hisey last year. Thr·oughout the winter THE MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
and their invitation, or their gospel months the people have met together in The May 14th issue of the Missionary 
message peals forth! the homes, but with the coming ·of sum- Bulletin ·is now in the mails·. The issue 

The.rain in a steady drizzle, monoton- me~, it is necessary that ·some other has many notes of interest and there 
ously beat upon the windows, or sent a'ccommodation be provided. Much of may be many Christians who will ·be 
its damp chill into the bone9, on' the the labor is being done by voluntary help happy to have it and share with the On­
evening of May 9t}:J., but in spite of this, and the Pastor writes tllat the people tario and Quebec constituency the prayer 
it was necessary to crowd oneself into have a mind to work, s()o that much pro- burdens of the work. Do not hesitate to 
a seat in the Runnymed~ Road Church gress is being made and it is expected send in the' names of such. They will 
and wonder where the late "Corners would that ere long the building will be opened'. gladly be put on our mailing list, free 
find a place. Before the service 'began, ... • ... • of charge. 
there was time to look around a little MobNT PLEASANT RD., TORONTO. • .'. • 
and make a mental note upon the. kind T·o be the only church in a large res.i- PARCELS TO LIBERIA. 
of people who were interested enough dential district of a great city which The <route via GeTmany, while taking, 
to pack a church on .such an ev·ening. gives out from Sunday·to Sunday the as a rule, .. little longer, has been found 
Here is a group of happy young people unadulterated gospel message, is t'he lot to be quite reliable by our missionaries 
who 'have come right across the city. of many Regular Baptist churches. The RI}d as it is the cheaper rate, it would 
They do not look like old fa&hioned, or Mount Pleasant Road Ohurch has this be well to note the c·omment. Mark all 
behind-the-times young men and women, .sa·cred privilege in an over-churched parcels "Of no commercial value. Not 
but they are ·sweet and wholesome and. community. It is always hard to make for·re-sale." 
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