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."Let US, Exalt.' His Name' Together" 
~-Three Hallelujahs 

For 'some weeks The Gospel Witness has appealed to 
its readers to assist us in closing our ,fiscal year without 
a . deficit. This paper has had to appeal to its friends in 
this way every year. Having no revenue from advertise
ments it has never been possible to pay the expense of 
publication by subscriptions. But from year to year for 
now nea~ly ten years The Gospel Witness family have 
generously responded to our appeal, and having thus ob
tained help of God we continue unto this. day. 

This year has been especially difficult for The Gospel 
, Witness as for the rest of the world. Many subscribers 
have written us letters overflowing with expressions of 
appreciation, but saying they could not get two do~lars to 
pay for the paper. Mapy such letters have come from 
the aged and the shut-ins, and not a few from ministers. 
In the majority of such cases we have continued to send 
the paper, .trusting God to make up the ·deficit. (When 
discontinuance of the paper is requested for any other 
reason, we never send another copy 6f the paper.) 

But now for our report: The last issue of the paper for 
the year April 1st, 1931, to March 31st, 1932, was dated 
March 31. \ Even the invoice for that final issue was in
cluded in the total of the y~a~'s obligations, and when 
twelve o'clock midnight, March 31st, struck the last cent of 
the year's obligations was covered .so that The Gospel 
Witness, by the goodness of God', through the generosity" 
of His people, closed the year not owing one copper. to 
anyone in the world! Hallelujah! 

Giving all glory to God The Gospel Witness also ex
presses its hearty gratitude to the multitude of its friends· 
throughout the world, and faces the future fearlessly and· 
with. abounding joy. 

. What About Jarvis Street Church? 
From die beginning of the year expenditures were care

fully watched and wherever 'possible curtaile?· Jarvis' 

St. Church has no ,rich members ·now, but it still has a 
wealthy Head. In so large a membership there was 
bound to be much unemployment. Consequently the 
church's normal income was greatly r~duced. But the 
church prayed, arid the people gave as the Lord prospered, 
and when twelve o'clock midnight, March 31st, struck, with 
not a single invoice outstanding, everything, even to every 
shovylful of coal in the cellar, taken accoun~ of, the last 
cent of indebtedness was covered, and Jarvis St. Church . 
closed the year owing no mat:J. anything! Again, Halle-
lujah! and Hallelujah! yet again. . 

Let no one 'suppose Jarvis St. is rich in a worldly sense. 
She had but five barley loaves and two small fishes, and 
God did :the rest. 

What About the Seminary? 
The Seminary closed the year with a considerable deficit 

showing on the books. Bitt a legacy from an estate, 'now , 
in. the hands of the Executors, is sufficient to balance our 
,books. A part of the legacy has been paid, but the Exe
cutors. are only awaiting a favourable opportunity to 
liquidate the residue when the Seminary's share will come 
into our hands. Actually, therefore, this unendowed 
. Seminary in this most difficult year also closed the year 
,without a deficit! . "Unendowed" did we say? Its en-
dowment consists in the promises of God; and being in
cluded in th~ last will 'and testament of our living and 
exalted Head the Semip.ary also can r~joice in balanced 
books. Therefore, once again, Hallelujah! 

And onc.e agajn for all three. 

HALLELUJAH! 
HALLELUJAH! 
HALLELUJAH! 

"0 magnify theLor:d with me, and 'let us exalt his 
name together." 
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~t Jarbi~ ~trttt ~ulpit 
THE LORD'S RETURN. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. S~e1ds. 

The First in a Series of Sermons on What the -Bible Teaches About the Second Coming of Christ. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Ohurch, Toronto, Sunday Evening, April 3rd, 1932. 

(StenoOgraphically Reported) 

"And if I goO and prepare a ;place for 'Y'OU, I will come again, and 'receive .you unto myself; .that where I 8IJJl, 

there ye may !be also."--Jdhn 14:3. . 

Prayer by Rev. W. Gordon BroOwn. 
We give Thee thanks, T.hQu. mighty One oOf Jacob, ibecause 

Thy name is near, and with it all that it stands foOr. We 
have read, and we ,believe, that memorial name. Gl'e8;t 
wonders hast Thou doOne of old. Great grace hast ThoOU 
S1hown us in tihe life, and death, and resurrection -of Thy SoOn. 
And g,reat' mercy hav~ we whoO believe obtained from Thee. 
TherefoOre will we praise Tihee more and more. Thy great-
ness, 0 God, is unsearohable. ' 

ToO such· a' King of glory do we come to intercede f'Or the 
whoOle family of God, for all who truly calL Thee Father 
thl"ough Jesus Ohrist. We thank Thee because T.hoOU doOst 
care foOr each and every oOne. We praoy foOr :the childTen of 
Thy family, .Many oOf them will return to-morrow toO thei'!" 
schools; lInay they grow in fa,vour :with Thee, 'as well as in 
wisdoOm, and s,tature, and in favour with men. Bless· the 
parents amid their difficulties and ,problems !With the burdens 
which they "have to 'bear. We rej'oice that TihoOu art the 
Lord Who day by day lbearethoui' burdens. Help them to 
east thei'!" oornens upon Thee that tihey may be sustained. 

Bless the yoOung lpeople who find the Christian life hard to 
live, who have. ;perplexities" doOu.bts, fears, and fightings" 
Our ene·mies are strong; their tongues are like sworns; they 
shoot arrows, even :bitter words. Help us to find refuge; in 
Thee, and toO stay ourselves in the Lord of glory. 

Remember the aged 'and infirm. May thei'!" spiritual years 
not decline, but lead oOn and up to the city that hath foOunda
tion, whose Builder and Maker is !God. 

Then, 0 Saviour Ohrist, we would pray noOt IOnly foOr those 
in the family of which Thou art the Elder Brother, but 'also 
foOi' thoOse whoO are not in that family, who have earthly 
parents but who ihave no ,F·ather in heaven to Whom tihe 
Spirit causes them to cry, A'bba, my Father. ·Speak to such 
to-night in this ,place and in other places, in this land and 
in other lands. DoO Thou open the eyes of the blind, unsto.p 
the' ears. of the deaf, and cause the lame to leap as an ihart. 
Gently lead to ThyJSe1f thoOse whoO res,ist Thee. 'Come, great 
Deliverer, and in the plenitude of Thy. mercy minister to 
us all, s'o we shall give Thee pmise 'Wol"ld !WithoOut end, Amen. 

My address this evening will be designed rather as an 
introduction to, the study of a great subject than as an 
exposition of a particular text. I have announced this 
text by way of accommodation. Anyone. of a thousand 
texts would equally suit' my purpose this evening. I 
propose. that we should study together Sunday evenings 
for some weeks to come the subject of the second coming 
of our Lord, by carefully examining the teaching of the 
Bible itself. What I have to say this evening vy'ill be 
largely introductory to that study. 

Those of you who regularly worship here know that I 
am constantly urging you to exercise care that we should 
all, in the study of the Word of God, show 'ourselves to 
be possessed of a sound mind. The religion of the Lord 
Jesus is for the whole znan, for his body as well as his 
spirit; and not less for' the enlightenment and enlarge
ment of his' mind. I refuse to admit that real devotion 
to the person of our Lord, and a passionate loyalty to 
the gospel of saving grace, are ever the children of 

ignorance. Ignorance may be the mother of devotion to
certain superstitions, but never of devotion in the Chris
tian and hiblical sense. 

The' religion of the Lord Jesus is a ;religion of light: 
It affords room for the exercise of all our mental powers. 
There is room among the disciples of the' Lord· Jesus for 
the profoundest scholar; and anyone who could, if he 
would, boast the greatest erudition; would never be 
;out of place sitting meekly at the feet of Him Who is. 
divine wisdom incarnate. ., 

It has ever been the way of the enemy of our souls to 
endeavour to lead men astray from the truth. He has. 
many ways of doing it. Sometimes he openly denies the 
truth; . sometimes he endeavours ;to explain it-and, in 
;explaining it,explains it away. 

There is no doctrine of the gospel which has not been 
used to lead men to the adoption of the wildest vagaries 
and most purile extravagances. The great central fact 
of the atonement, and its corollary, the principle that 
salvation is of grace and of grace alone, has been' used 
of the enemy to lead men into the greatest possible· 
excesses of riot, as in the maxim, "'Let us continue in sin 
that grace may abound." , 

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit's ministry is a precious 
truth of Scripture, without .an understanding and an ex
perience of which every individual believer, and the' 
church at large, must be impotent to face his or its own 
task; and yet to what extravagances have men heen led' 
in the name of devotion to tllat great truth! I have been 

. told again and again that unless I am subject to some 
strange power which will lead me to mutter things which 
neither I nor anybody else can understand, I have not 
received the Holy Spirit. In their devotion to ·the truth 
of the Holy Spirit men have plunged into the greatest 
possible excesses. 

Are we then to abandon these great truths because they 
are perverted, and used to lead people 'off into all kind 
of. extravagances? Certainly not. It is the duty of th~' 
Christian teacher to set those great truths in their proper 
relation to the whole soheme of divine revelation, so that 
men may hold them tenaciously to their own spiritual' 
profit, and yet sanely, wi,th a sound mind, -at the same 
time. 

Perhaps there is no truth 9f the Scripture which has 
been more abused, even hy good people, than that which 
is described as "the blessed hope, and the glorious appear
ing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ". 
Adventism, so-called, in the thought of many people, is 
associated with some form of mental aberration, and is 

. supposedt to belong ;to those who are, if not entirely un
balanced mentally, at least somewhat obsessed. 

, 
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In respect to some views of the Lord's return there are 
certain people who are ready to class' us with ·the heretics 

, if we do not immedi~tely subscri'be to their particular 
dictum. I remember some years ago challenging the 
scripturalness of certain divine healing campaigns. We 
had had a number of people in this church at that time 
who appeared to be quite sound and sane on some things, 
but the moment I opposed their hobby I received from 
them letters telling me I was inspired of the. devil, and 
I know not what else. Some of the communications 
which came to me were almost venomous. They were 
illustrative of the scripture which describes certain peo
ple as a "generation of vipers". I did not read one of 
tRem through-I never do read anonymous letters. 

So of the truth of the Lord's return; unless we sub
scribe to a certain system, of a certain school ,of inter
pretation, .... and accept the last detail of the programme, 
we are forsooth opposing the Holy Spirit, and turning 
aside from the Word of God! , 
, No man shall stand more uncompromisingly, here or 

anywhere, for the divine inspiration, infallibility, and 
supreme authority, of the Bible as the very word of God, 
than I. I have a controversy with any man who appeals 
to any 'other court than this Book for ·the settlement of 
any religious question. The Bible, to me, is the supreme 
cour:t. I know of no higher authority. And I refuse to. 
be called an 'errorist, if, for example" I am unable to 
accept all that certain "well-known Bible teachers" may 
teaoh. These men are all good and great men, and all ' 
teach some truth; and each no doubt teaches that which 
he believes to be true. I try to do the same. And I 
have hope that much that I teach is true. So far as I 
know all that I teach is true. I teach only what I be
lieve to be true. But like all other fallible men', I must 
often be mistaken; for, in spite, of the utmost care, we 
all must sometimes be in error. And in the conscious
ness of my remoteness from infallibility I am endeavour
ing to teach everyone of you to go to the Word of God, 
so that you. may be able tc? detect the ,error in any man's 
teaching, and not become the discipl~s of fallible men, 
but the' disciples ,of Him Who is the Lord of all. 

Frankly, there is much that is taught nowadays. by 
many men with whom I have had-and still have, so far 
as I am concerned at least-the sweetest fellowship, with 
which I do not agree. One of them ",rote to me some 
tittle ago, after reading one of my sermons. He said, ~'If 
I did not love you so much I would not be so distressed, 
by some things you say." I replied to him, saying, "It 
is not often I receive a letter in which I find a paragraph 
already made for my use, but I ·find such a paragraph 
in your letter; and as it says what I shoQld like to say . 
quite as well as I could say it, I employ it. It is as 

, follows: 'If I did not love you so much I would not be 
so distressed by some things you say'." 

Upon many points men who are'not wholly ignorant of· 
, the teaching of Scripture may be found in disagreement; 
but we shall ·be answerllible at last to the Lord of all, and 
we. must ourselves prove all things, and "hold fast. that 
which is good". Meanwhile, until we all come into the 
unity of the faith, let us endeavour to keep,the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

I. 
There are' SOME PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS to 

which I should like you to give your attention this eve
ning, if you will. 

l begin by saying that" in the study of this subject
as of all other subjects, for that matter-it should be a 
rule with us that we will allow the Bible to speak for it
self. We have a brother who comes to the,prayer-meet
ings who has a phrase which he frequen~ly employs, 
particularly in his prayer. It is this: "We shall never 
cease to thank Thee." I shall never cease to be thankful 
for a little advice I was given by an experienced minister, 
at the beginning of my ministry. I pass it on to you 
young people-and to older ones too. It was not the 
less valuable because it was given to me by my father. 
I was talking with him about books, and he said, ~'M y 
advice to you is that you read as widely as you possibly 
can in the whole realm of English literature, and of 
theological literature too. Read the sertnons of the great 
preachers, familiarize' yourself with the great facts of 
Christian history; but do not permit yourself to have a 
commentary of any sort on your shelves for at least four 
or five years." I 'said, "But I know so little" -and he 
very kindly assented to that! He said he agreed with 
me at that point! I told him that I should very often 
come upon a text which I could not understand, and he 
sagely suggested that that would be true after I had been 
preaching a good many years; and added, "Do not tell 
the people what you' do not know-your sermons wou1d 
be too long. Tell them what you know, and never speak 
without being sure. Let the Bible ·speak. When· you 
have devel,oped a niental habit of independence, .so that 
you can go to the Scripture yourself, divesting your mind 
o~ all that men' have ever said, and letting the Bible speak, 
then, a little later you may safely consult authorities 
greater than you will ever be, for the confirmation of 
your faith, or the correction of it, as the case may be. 
But first of all let the Bible speak." 

, That is how men ought to study the Bible. It is the 
word of. God. We ought not to approach the Bible with 

,preconceived ideas about a particular SUbject: we ought 
to come with open mind to hear what God the Lord will 
say. . 

I have been taken to task by some because, in a sermon, 
I dissented from some of Dr. Scofield's positions. How 
many of you have a Scofiel<J Bible? I have o~e. I do 
not mean, Have you one with you, but how many of you 
have studied the Scofield Bible? (A considerable num
ber raised their hands.) There is very much in Dr. 
Scofield's notes, very much, that is true. But there is 
'bound to be in the writings of any fallible man ·some 
things that are not true, for we all make mistakes. 

I am saying this to-night because it will go' into the 
printed sermon and go to thousands 9f minister·s who 
read The Gospel Witness every week. I want them to 
understand exactly where I stand on this subject. One 
dear lady wrote me, apparently in great alarm. She 
seemed to stand in, doubt of me Qecause I had questioned 
the finality of some of Dr. Scofield's positions. She had 
always enjoyed The Gospel Witness, but was grieved 
when she found some word differing from Dr. Scofield. 

I hav;e no objection to the "Scofield Bible" when and 
if his hotes are used as ,a commentary, when the student 
is competent to use one. I have a Scofield Bible. I 
have found much in it that is very suggestive and true: 
I havd. found much in it that" in my judgment, is ques
tronable, and some things which it seems to me might 
lead to -serious error. But that is my opinion. I do not 
ask you to accept it merely on my statement. We shall 
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examine those things some time latj!r. My personal ob-
· jection to the Scofield Bible is on this ground: For :the 
s*e of argument, let it be assumed that every word of 
comment is correct; and free from error. The Ibinding 

· up of human opinion with the infallible Word of God is 
wrong in principle. When such a Bible is put into the 
hands of a young convert who knows nothing about the 
Scriptures, he ·naturally refers to the footnotes when
ever he comes upon a passage which he finds difficulty in 
understanding. Finding there an explanation which is at 
least plausible, and being, from his want of biblical 
knowledge, unable to compare the notes with the teaching 
of Scripture in general, he naturally aCfepts them, and 
his mind is thus prejudiced in favour of a certain merely 
human opinion, without any attempt to learn what the 
Bible itself teaches on the subject. 

I readily recognize that the Scofield Bible is very 
popular with novices, that is, those newly come to the 
faith, and also with many of longer Chdstian e:)Cperience 
who are but superficial students of Scripture. Ready
made clothes are everywhere popular. with people of 
average size-they are saved the trouble of several 'I'fit
tings" at the hands of the tailor, and can pass from 
shabbiness to sartorial respecta'bility in no longer than 
is required to change one's clothes. People of more than 
average girth or height must still, generally, at least, sub
mit t9 the more exacting practice of being "fitted". On 
the sa~e principle, ready-made religious ideas will al
ways be popular especially with those indisposed to the 
exertion of fitting their religious conceptions to an ever
increasing scriptural knowledge. That common human 
disposition very largely explains the popularity of the 
Scofield Bible. It is easier to turn on the radio or the 
gramophone th~n labouriously to learn to play the piano 
one's self; and just as the piano, in many homes, remains 
unopened because displaced by radio or gramophone, so 
the Bible,: bearing the mar~s of diligent study, and of the 
painstaking student's practi~e of comparing spiritual. 
things with spiritual, has been displaced by the Scofield 
Bi<ble with printed· notes ready-made, predigested, and 
like canned goods generally, ready-to-serve. 

Pastors thus trained, wh~n their young people :are con
verted, either give them or recommend them to obtain a 
Scofield Bible. And the Scofield Bible has now been 
long enough in circulation to have produced a generation 
of Scofieldites who are mere echoes of a man who is 
dead. A young convert coming upon a difficult passage 
very naturally looks at the footnotes, finds out what Dr. 
Scofield· has to say, and concludes that is the last word 
-and enquires no further. Indeed from a position of . 
entire .ignorance of the Scriptures ,to the position of 
oracular religious certainty-especially respecting eschato
logical matters-for some people requires from three to 

· six months with a Scofield Bible. 

Let no one represent me as indiscrimimitely condemn
ing the Scofield Bible. I would recommend everybody 
to possess one. But call it Dr. Scofield's commentary 
even as we speak of Matthew Henry's commentary. (And 
by the way, Matthew Henry's commentary, in my opinion, 
is far 1n:0~e.useful than Dr. Scofield's.) 

There are many things in Dr.· Sco~eld's notes that are 
true, he has rendered a great service by his emphasis upgn 
the writers of evangelical faith; but many of his positions 

· need re-examination. 

One of the things which grieves me very much is that 
some people are 'so obsessed with the ·idea of the finality 
of Dr. Scofield's notes that if you dissent from their posi
tion they become very, very'l hitter-as I know to my 
cost. I f you do not subscribe to all their programme, 
you are some sort of heretic. Then heretic, or errorist, 
I shall have to be. If we cannot differ on matters not 
indispensable to faith and at tne same time maintain our 
mutual respect, I, at least, shall insist on the right;to , 
study. and interpret the Bible for myself. In this place 
we stand for a sane interpretation of the Word of God. 

I ~bject to any man's. being made a standard of ortho
doxy. There is no name in all Christian history that to 
me represents more completely the whole New Testament 
evangel than the name of Spurgeon. I-.confess myself 
to be everlastingly his debtor. To me, he is the greatest 
preacher who has ever lived since apostolic days. But 
I am not his disciple. I do not accept anything simply 
because he said it-and he would be the last man to re-
quire ~nybody to do so. . 

I want to encourage you to 'be "independent Baptists". 
Did you ever hear that phrase? Any Baptist who is not 
independent is not a Baptist. That is a paradox, a con
tradiction in terms; but Baptists are individualists who 
believe in the responsibility of every man to God, and 
that carries with it the obligation personally to study the 
Word of God to ·find out what" is true; and when God 
}:las spoken, to stand for the things the man believes to be 
true. Therefore we must go to the Bible: 

II. , . 
I lay down another principle. WE MUST NEVER BASE 

A DOCTRINE UPON A SY~BOLIC· PORTION OF· SCRIPTURE. 
Take, for instance, the book of Daniel, portions of 
Ezekiel's prophecy, and certainly the·book of Revelation. 
No wise man......:.and if Dr; Scofield, and all of his· school 
were here, I would trv to thunder it in their ears-no 
wise man will ever speak oracularly, as though he had 
reached finality, in respect to the book of Revelation, It 
is the word ·of God, and has its place, and will be. under
stood some day. I have no doubt rebout that. 

In this place we know some things: we know we are 
all poor sinners-we are sure of that. And we know 
that Jesus Christ died for sinners-we are positive of 
that. Many of us have believed on him, and we are 
sure we are saved. We have no doubt abotlit that. On 
the great verities of the faith: the Deity of our "Lord, 
His virgin birth, His atoning death, His resurrection, and 
the certainty of His return, we stand uncompromisingly, 
We will dispute those matters with ahybody, and stand 
squarely for them; but there are ·some other things about 
which we may not be so .sure. 

There are passages in Daniel which are difficult, and 
I wUi. give you one example of what I· mean. In the 
twelfth chapter of Daniel, and the fourth· verse, we read, 
"But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 
book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall 'be increased." Obviously, 
Daniel's prophecy is a difficult one-and some of it is 
·sealed I"to the time of the end". 

Here is what Dr. Scofield says: .. 
"The 'time of the end' in Daniel. The expression, or 

its equivalent, 'in the end', occurs, Dan.· 8:17-19; 9:26; 
1:1:35, 40, 415; 12:4, 6, 9. ,Summary: 0(01) The time of the 
end in Daniel !begins witl1 the violation 'by 'the prince that 

., 
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shall come' (i.e. 'little horn', 'man of 'sin', 'Be8S>t') of. his 
covenant with the Jews for the restoratioon of the temple 
and .s'acrifice (nan. 9:27), and 'his . presentation of ihim
self as God (nan. 9:'27; 1:1:36-38; Mt. 24::1,5; II Tihess. 
2:4; Rev. 1,g:4-6), and ends with his destruction by the 
appearing of the Lord in glory (II Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:19, 
2(}). (2)1 The duration of the 'time of the end' is> three 
and one half years, ooinciding with the last lhalf of the 
seventieth week of paniel (nan. 7:·25; 12:7; Rev. 13:5). 
(3)· Tihis· 'tinie of the end' is the 'time of J'acob's trouble' 
(Jer. 30:7); 'a time of trouble wch as never was since 
there was a nation' (Dan. 12:1); 'great tri,bulation such 
as was not from the beginning of the world ••• nor ever 
shall be' (Mt. 24:21). Tille N.T., especially the book of 
the Revelation, adds many details'." 
Would you be good enough to tell me eXactly and finally 

what. "the time of the. end" is? Dr. Scofield offers no 
scriptural proof of his .assertion, but simply what the 
time of the end is. The immature student is likely to 
accept that. "The time of the end is Jacob's trouble." 
"The duration of 'the time of the end' is three and, it 
half years," etc. But who says so? Whole libraries 
could be written on the book of Daniel; it is not to be 
dismissed so easily. And it is to that human oracularness, 
bound up with the infallible word of the Infinite, to which 
I object. • 

I do not, for the moment, discuss the accuracy of the 
note. , ' 

But observe: Dr. Scofield is dealing with a passage the 
words of which are ,"shut up and sealed"-"even to the 
time of the end." It is worthy of.note that he·positively, 
even dogmatically, identIfies "the time of the end" as being 
"three and one half years, coinciding with the last half of 
the seventieth week of Daniel". And this, notwithstand
ing the words are "shut up and sealed" until a time, which 
Dr. Scofield himself says, is yet future. . 

I mav be rather dense, but ·it seems to me that in the 
presenc~ of such tenworary ambiguity a reverent caution, 
or, indubitable scriptural support for positive statements, 
may reasonably be expected. 

I speak thus because I am jealous for the authority of 
God's word, and deprecate any principle or practice· which, 
in any mind, could have the effect of elevating mere 
human opinion to an equality of authority with a I"Thus 
saith the .Lord". 

III. 
I want you to learn to DISTINGUISH BETWEEN FUNDA

MENTALS AND INCIDENTALS in your study of the Scrip
ture. Do not make any mistake: there is nothing in the 
Word of God that is unimportant. I have no sympathy 
with people who dismiss passages of Scripture with a 
wave of the hand ,and say, "No one understands that." 
I have the profoundest respect for those who reverently 
and cautiously, and depending upon the Holy Ghost for 
guidance, give themselves to the study of the book of 
Revelatiqn, and, indeed, to any and every· part of the 

. Bible. Nothing is unimportant in the revealed Word of 
God. You are not wasting your time in giving thought 
to anything which God has been pleased to put into His 
Book. 

Nothing is more important than the Word of God; but 
there are degrees of importance even in that which is 
revealed. Take for instance the· ordinance of baptism . 
which you witnessed this evening. 1 have no sympathy 
with the people who say it makes no difference as to the 
mode of its administration. We should know what the 
Bible says, and endeavour to obey the scriptural order. 
I must come therdore to the Word of God to pnd out 

what baptism is. But that is not as important as being 
born again. Do you think so? Undoubtedly there 
are thousands of people who have never been baptized 
who have been born again. I should 'like to see 
them wholly obedient to the Word of God; but I praise 
God for every man who loves the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity and in truth, no matter what his name or de
nomination. I will gladly join hands with everyone 
who really trusts in a crucified and risen Saviour. ' 

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ is the way of life. 
I know of no other way. That is a fundamental. That 
is an indispensable element of the gospel, and we must 
take issue with any man who says there is any other way 
of salvation than through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

But principles of church polity, for example, are another 
matter. I do not like the organization of 'the United 
Church, but, if I knew them, I am sure I should love 
thousands of people in the United Church because they 
love the Lord. I am not an Episcopalian. I do not think 
I could get along very well under a bishop. I think it 
would be very difficult for me to say, "My Lord". But 
some of the noblest saints I have ever known a.re Epis
copalians. 

V\Then I was in London, Ontario, I found the Anglican 
Clergymen of the Huron diocese, who had been under 
that great man of God, Bishop Baldwin, were truer to the 

• Evangelical faith than the ministers of almost any other 
denomination. I did not agree with their ecclesiastical 
system, but thanked God for the great body of truth' they 
believed and ,preached. 

You see what I 'n~ean ?-that there are sorp.e things that 
are fundamental, and some things incidental. There are 
certain truths that ate so clearly revealed, tp.ey are so 
manifestly a part of the whole revelation of God, that 
they are unmistakable and indispensable. There are cer
tain other -truths, which, though important, ;ire not indis
pensable to saving faith. We might well discuss matters 
with our Anglican, and Presbyterian, and United Church 
friends, and say, "Let us sit down and· see what the Bible 
says about your' form of church government, but let us 
talk with each other as those who love God. We are not 
going to quarrel. We will see how we can improve each 
other." Of course, if in these denominations, or among 
Baptists, there should be found people who are only 
nominally Christian, who .have never been born again, 
such discussion of spiritual matters would be useless. 
But you can discuss nothing with people .who approach 
you with clenched fists. If there are those here who 
have reached finality, and who resent any suggestion not 
in harmony with their settled opinions, it would be folly 
to hold any discussion with them. It is useless to at
tempt to improve upon 'perfection, or to argue with in
~allibility. 

I have here an article that appeared in ·last night's 
Toronto Star, which furnishes a good illustration of the 
denial of that which is fundamental., It is written by 
The Observer. The Observer is a very able writer, and 
writes always interestingly, whoever he is. He is evi
dently a man who reads widely, and has a large acquaint
ance with Christian history, and with theological litera
ture. B,ut' he quotes a paragraph from the address of 
Mr. Denton Massey, delivered in Arena Gardens a week 
ago to-day. I heard the address over the radio, but did 
not take it down, and am glad to find the portion I now 
quote thus recorded. This is what Mr. Massey said: 

/ 
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"I care not how much a r~negade a man may be, 
how much a rake he may be, or how much a saint he 
may ,be, or who or what he is, there is within him some 
instinctive desire to be decent That is the Christ 
within, ·the Christ buried in a tomb, sealed and guarded. 
But He is a living Christ in the sepulchre, and we have 
only to dismiss the guards to see our Christ arise on 
Easter morn. We can crucify Him, but we cannot 
kill Him. It cannot be done, for 'it is not possible that 
He should be holden of it'." 
That simply is not true. It is opposed to all history; 

it is unscriptural to the last degree; and I have no h~sita
tion whatever in labelling it as being decidedly anti
Christian. ·.It has nothing at all in common with the 
gospel of God's grace. Therefore I should not have the 
slightest hesitation in saying to Mr. 'Massey, You may 
teach that to fifteen thousand in Arena Gardens: you 
would never have permission to teach it to. fifteen in 
Jarvis Street Church. The man who teaches that is not 
a Christian teacher. He is not a Bible teacher. I do 
not know what he is. And besides ·that, intellectually, it 
is utter piffle. It has nothing to recommend it, for apart 
from the Book we know nothing about the resurrection 
of Christ, and according to the Book He was not only 
crucified: He was killed: '''Ye killed the Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are 
witnesses." Before Jesus Christ was buried as your 
representative and mine, it was written, "Then came th!=! 
soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other 
which was crucified with hint But when they came to 
Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not 
his legs." When they laid the "body of Jesus in the grave, 
they laid a dead body there. It was a body that had been 
dead that rose again by the mighty power of God. 

There is no good in man said Paul, "I know that in 
me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." The 
spirit of man is "dead ·in trespasses and sins," dead as' 
the body of Christ within that -tomb, and it can never 
rise again but by supernatural power, by the touch of 
God. Only thus can men live unto God again. Mr. 
Massey's is the crassest and crudest kind of error. It is 
a sad commentary on the religious intelligence of the day 
that so great a multitude should be interested in such 
nonsense. (Mr. Hutchinson, if you have anybody in the 
primary department, or evep. in the beginners', who can 
do no 'better than that, dismiss them). Mr. Massey's 
address involves a denial of the fundamentals of Chris
tianity, and on that ground evangelicals can have no 
:fellowship with his .teaching. 

. The Observer admits that it is contrary to all that Paul 
taught. He admits that it is contrary to anything the 
church has taught, but says it is '·'destined to be one of 
the mightiest ideas in the coming revival of Christianity". 
Well, the Lord have mercy upon us if that is so: "Christ 
in every man." In Nero I In Al Capone I In the kid
nappers of the Lindbergh baby I In all the other men 
who have shown themselves callous to every spiritual ap
peal! Multitudes have gone down -to the grave like dogs, 
denying there is a God· above them, having sold them
selves, lik~ Ahah, to work wickedness. To say that 
Christ is in such men is a denial of everything which God 

. has revealed, and of the testimony of all human observa
tion, of all experience, and of all history. 

I must stop before I begin. I have not got half through 
my introduction yet, but I must send you home. I want 
tmly to remark that the return of our Lord, the second, 

personal, visible, audible, coming of "this same Jesus" 
Who was once here, as I understand the Scripture-you 
must examine it for yourselves-is as much a funda
mental of the Christian faith as the fact that He came 
the first- time. That Jesus Christ is coming again. there 
cannot be the shadow of a doubt. He will come. That 
He will come again in such a way that, sometime at least, 
every' eye shall see Him, there can be no question. That 
the kingdoms of this .world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of His Christ, and that He shall reign for 
ever and ever, were settled from all eternity. Any man 
who denies the literal, personal, coming of Christ, denies 
'a fundamental 6f the faith. Make no mistake about 
that. The second coming of Christ is complementary of 
His fir:>t coming: "As it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment: so Christ was once offer
ed to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for 

. him shall he appear the second time without sin unto. 
salvation." . 

He is coming again. But I shall not be -tied up toa 
particular view of all the accompaniments. of His coming. 
If you say that He will come secretly for His disciples, 
I must say, "'I do not believe it." And I shall try to 
give you ~criptural warrant for my non-acceptance of that 
view; ·but when I have done so I shall be prepared to say, 
"All right, brethren; may He come to-night. I shall be 
glad if He should come-Even so come Lord Jesus." I 
will not quarrel with you a'bout the 'imminence of His 
coming. He cannot come too soon for me. Oh that He 
would come to-night! If you insist that the Jews are 
going ·to "be converted during the tribulation, and that the 
multitude that no man can number, ten thousand times 
t~n thousand, represepting the fruit of the greatest re
VIval the' world has ever seen, are tQ" be saveq after the 
church has gone on -to glory, and after the Holy Spirit 
has been removed-if you hold that, I shall admire your 
credulity, and believing you to be in error, I shall en
deavour .to show you what I conceive to be the truth of , 
the matter. But I ~hall not quarrel with you about that. 
I shall try to be ready whenever He comes. And if I 
am mistake!} as to some of the details of His programme 
I believe I shall be forgiven. But I wi11not make bad 
blood over these matters that, important as they are, are 
really not indispensable to such a view of truth as is 
necessary to the saving of the soul. 

The devil would like to get us to dispute over things' 
that are not indispensable to saving faith, to get us away 
from the main task of preaching the gospel with all our 
hearts and getting; people to Christ. How many people' 
I have seen whose usefulness has been impaired and in 
some cases almost destroyed because they have been 
turned aside to these lesser matters! I say, in view of all 
this, the most important consideration is that we should 
each so know the Word of the Lord that first of all we 
may be saved, washed in the blood, made new creatures 
in Christ Jesus; and then that -the word of 'God should 
come to us with such authority that it will regulate our 
lives every day we live. The word of the Lord has to do 
wi~h all the relationships of life. It has a direct relation 
to everything we do, and have, .and say. . . 

But as to the programme of the. fl,lture: it is interesting 
it is important, but it is a matter upon which we rna; 
possibly be mistaken and yet be in the way, and serve 
the Lord with all our hearts. Understand, when I have 
said that, I believe it is every teacher's duty faithfully 
to teach what he believes. This, in the course of these 
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addresses, I shall try to do. I hope you will bring your 
Scofield Bibles' with you, for I shall do the best I can to 
convince some of you that you are wrong, as I believe 
you are, in accepting some of Dr. Scofield's po~itions. 
But I trust I shall do it aS,a Christian teacher who wants 

. to lead you to the Word for yourself. If the positions I 
take are not 'supported clearly and indisputably by a "Thus 
saith the Lord", do not accept them. That is' fair, is it 
not? That, I think, is the attitude we ought always to 
assume ·in coming to the Word of God. 

I have enlarged upon what was intended to be but a 
· few sentences of introduction that would lead us up to 
a setting forth of some of the main principles of the 
subject itself. That, I must defer to next Sunday eve
ning. It is a tre~endously important subject to the be
liever, to the church as a whole, and to every uncpnverted 
person. , 

What a blessed thing it is for believers to know that 
Christ is coming again! I think I can say that, by God's 
grace, I. am included .among those who "love his. appear
ing". I wish He would come. I grow so weary-oh, 
so weary-sometimes. Don't you? It is not often I 
am off ditty, but I was this morning. (Thank you, Brother 
Whitcombe, for taking my pl~ce). But among other 
things for which I long for the Lord's return is that 1_ 
may have a hea:d that will not alternate between being, 
or behaving as though it ·were the centre of the 'world's 
nervous system and a block of wood! Some day we-shall 
be free from all that. What a day that will be when the 
Lord comes, and we shall have perfect bodies and per-
· fect minds,' :,lnd we shall no longer see as thr:ough a glass 
'darkly, but face to face! That is. in prospect. When 
· we are all gathered about the throQe, what a glorious time 
that will be! ' 

But I dare not close without asking you who are not 
Christians what you woula do were the Lord to come? 
That is the important thing. What if the Master of the 
house should rise up and shut to the door, and you should 
have to stand without saying, 'l'Open unto us"? What if 
your profession has been a false one? What if you have 
been a member of the church, and not a member of Christ? 
What if. you have been buried in baptism, and yet h~ve 
not experienced that marvellous change that is effected 
by the quiCkening power of the Spirit of God? What if 
you have. heard about the blood of the Lord Jesus, but 
have never looked in faith to the cross, and believed that 
your sins were laid upon Him? What if you were to 
believe such nonsense as that somehow, notwithstanding 
all your sin, notwithstanding the fact that you have never 
come to Him in repentance, there was a Christ within 
you, and that the Christ could not be kept down? What 
if you should hear Him say, "Depart from me, all ye 
workers qf iniquity"? 

Those passages of course have no meaning in'the the
ology of Mr. Denton Massey. 

I beg of you to come to the Crucified. The truth is, 
He was wounded ~or your .transgression; He was bruised 
for your iniquity. The chastisement of your peace was 
upon Him, and with His stripes ye a're healed. And in 
no other. way may you be healed. ' 

Will you trust Him? "He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life." When Jesus Christ died on the 
cross, He died in' your room and stead. When Jesus 
Christ was 'buried in the grave, ,He was buried in your 
room and stead as a transgressor. When He was raised 

again, your redeemed spirit came out of prison with all 
debts paid; and as you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
all He did and all He is, is reckoned to your account, and 
you are complete in Him. Will you trust Him? Trust 
Him wholly, and receive eternal life. 

We shall.continue the study of. our Lord's second ad
vent next Sunday evening. 

Let' us pray: 0 Lord, we seek the cleansing of the 
precious blood for every unconverted man and woman 
here this evening. May we all be clothed in the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and thus :tp.ade ready to 
stand· before Thee at Thy'coming, with joy and not with 
grief. Bless us everyone, and may many turn to the 
Lord this evening. Bless our meditation to those who are 
Thy children. ~ay the Word 'of God be more precious . 
to us! May the obligation to study it be impressed upon 
us by Thy Spirit! May our sense of responsibility to 
Thee be deepened and heightened and strengthened, so 
that we may' know what God the Lord speaks to His peo-
ple. Bless us for Thy name's sake, Amen. . 

"THE GAINSAYING OF CORE." 
A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, M-arch 31st, 1932. , 

Nineteenth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on 
Bibl1'cal Theology, ,which are included in the 

Curriculum of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

Lessen Text: Nu~bers, 'Chapters thirteen and fourteen. 
This evening we shall endeavour to review· chapters 

thirteen and fourteen of the BOOK of Numbers. I would 
remind' you that in the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
chapter ten, concerning these experiences of the people 
of Gpd, it is said, "Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples (or types) : and they are written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come." We have New Testament authority therefore 
for finding in these chapters principles which operate in 
the Christian ·life in this dispensation of grace. 

The people have come now within sight of the land of 
promise,-and bear in mind, it is. a land of promise. It 
is a land which the Lord has promised He will give to 
His people. In this connection you should .~ead the 
opening chapters of the Ibook of Deuteronomy. You will 
find'in the first chapter a rehearsal by Moses, forty years 
later, of the events here recorded. We must put these 
two together in order to under-stand'things clearly.: ~ .. : 

I. 
The thirteenth chapter tells us that the Lord com!llatided 

Moses to send men into Canaan. Moses reminds the 
people forty years later that this action was taken at their 
request, after he had sought to know the will of God. 
But obviously it was not of divine instigation. They had 
been told. that this land was· a land flowing with milk and 
honey. They were required now to go in and possess it. 
But the people said, "We will send men before us, and 
.they shall search us out the lari~, and bring us word again 
py what way we must go up, and into what cities we shall 
come." In other words they said, Let us investigate the 
contents of. the promise before we accept it, and act upon 
,it. Thus they substituted sight for faith... In effect they 
said, We should like to see this. wonderful land, at least 
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through the eyes of our representatives, before we enter Let me turn aside from the ministerial aspect of things 
into the po'ssession of it. God consented. He allowed altogether, for a moment, turning even to exhortation, 
them to have their own way. . and ask you, Are you men and women of serious moral 

How many of' us there are who do likewise. Indeed, purpose? Are you going into the ministry because it 
how frequently we all have done it! Instead of accept- promises a comfortable and respectable job? Have you 
ing God's word at its face value" instead of receiving the set your face toward any form of Christian service from 
promise as coming from the God Who loves us, and un- any other motive than a passion for Christ and for the 
questioningly stepping out upon it for the approPriation souls of men? Are you going 'to endeavour to he Chris
and enjoyment of its riches, we insist upon .first opening tians after the New Testament pattern? Are you going 
it up, and examining it, upon knowing something of the to be men and women of the Book, Holy Ghost preachers 
contents of it. and missionaries? If you are not, give it up at once. I 

I think there is a large element of that entering into the pray that we may never send forth from this Seminary 
spirit of some who are so enamored of what they call one man or woman who is a mere professional just to 
"the prophetic scriptures". There is, a predictive dement occupy an official religious position. The ministries of 
in the Word of God, and there are some things told us the various churches are crowded with men of that sort. 
before they come to pass in order that when they do come I do not know why I should say this this evening, except 
to pass we may 'believe. But I am inclined to think that that the subject before us is so suggestive of the pos
people of vigorous faith, and of sound spiritual health, sibilities of the Christian life. I want to see everyone of ' 
are ready to accept God's promises at par, and to ventur:e you attending to business, getting down to hard work. I 
upon them, and to await the time appointed providentially want to see you work as though your very life depended 
for their unfolding, without exhibiting that morbid curi- upon it, and as though you conceive of the Christian 
asity that desires to tear things open and to see every- ministry as .the 'biggest, task that can possibly engage the 
thing ;,n advance. The difficulty of that attitude is that energies of a man or woman. Have no lower conception 
one is likely to see so many things-to use 'a phrase I of it than that. Let us be real men and women, men and 
used to be familiar with on the lips of a certain man- " women of God, whose distinctive characteristic will be 
"so many things that are not so". If we view that which that whenever people meet us they will be constrained to 
'God has prepared for us from the standpoint of 0111" believe in the reality of the Christianity we profess. 
carnal knowledg~, and wisdom, we are likely to see the If any lower conception than that occupies your mind, 
wrong things, as these spies did. do not wait until examination time, but make up your, 

II. 
Let us have in view that which undoubtedly is typical, 

significant, of that land of promise. Read the first chap
ter of .the epistle to the Ephesians, and observe how the 
Holy Ghost there says'that God "has blessed us with all 
spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ: according 
as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
'world, that we. should be, holy and witht>ut blame' before 
him in love." The Lord does not intend us to live a 
wilderness existence. He did not call us out of Egypt 
to slay us in the wilderness. Nor did He call us from 
under the whips of the taskmasters that we might spend 
our lives continually bemoaning our fate, and groaning 
at everything that comes to us. That is not the divine 
ideal. It was not for that that Jesus Christ died. He 
had a far higher purpose than that. Bringing His peo
ple out of Egypt, He intended to bring them into Canaan, 
'a land flowing with milk and honey. Moses said, "He 
brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to 
give us the land which he sware unto our fathers." He 
intended to give them complete victory over all their foes. 

. It was His will that they should possess the land, and 
have it for their own. It was the inheritance of God's 

. people which He intended them to have as a possession. 
The majority of us linger in the wilderness when God 

wills we should possess the land of promise. We all 
live below our privileges, I fear. I am concerned for 
you students, that altogether aside from your intellectual 
preparation for the Christian ministry you should first 
of all determine, you will enter fully for yourselves into 
the possession of all that God has prepared for those who 
love Him. Let us aim to live well, to live luxuriously, 
to he well dressed, to spend our lives in heavenly com
pany, to ride upon our high places, to exemplify the gospel, 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thus to show the world 
wRat a glorious thing it is to be a Christian. 

mind now that you will not swell the number of ministerial 
unfits. But better still, ~ay hold of the tremendous 
treasure in Christ, and let us from this place touch the 
ends of the earth with the gospel through the lives of 
men and women energized by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. The land of promise is before us: let us deter
mine we will occupy it. 

A representative of every tribe was sent, and the twelve 
were commissioned by Moses to estimate the possibilities 
of the land: to consid~r the people, whether they were 
weak or strong, few or many; whether the land was good 
or bad; whether the cities were of a permanent character, 
or whether they dwelt in tents or in strongholds. They 
were to look at the land and see whether it was fat or 
lean, whether there was plenty of wood there, and, having 
formed their estimate, .they were to ·bring a sample of the ' 
fruit of the land, of the first ripe .. grapes. 

III. ' 
They went, and you kn:ow the story of their return. 

Let us see what carnal wisdom always reports of the land 
which sover~ign grace has bestowed as a free gift upon 
God's people . 

They came back with the cluster borne of two. It 
must have been a big cluster. How many of you have 
seen a cluster from that oldvine at Hampton Court? If 
you have seen one, you will have little difficulty in believ
ing this story. Early in the season the gardener clips out 
many of the grapes from each cluster and the remaining 
ones fill out until the clusters are almost like clusters of 
plums. You never saw such grapes in this country. You 
cannot buy them: they are -reserved, I beli'eve, for the 
royal table. . 

The spies brought this cluster of grapes, and they ·told 
a very encouraging story of the land itself. I will t~ll 
you what the spies did: they went window~shopping. Did 
you ever do that? When I travel, and ,have an hour or 

1 
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two to . spend in a large city between trains, I find that 
a very interesting occupation. I see many things in the 
windows that are very attractive. My only objection to 

. them is the price-ticket. I say to myself, Why must that 
desirable article be marred by that forbidding price-ticket? 
It spoils my dreams of the things I should like to buy. 

The spies werit window-shopping. They saw the land 
and. said, 'I'We should like'to possess it." They saw the 
fruit, and thought it delicious. .They saw the cities and 
thought they were desirable places, -to live in. Every-

. thing seems to have surpassed their expectations: Exceed
ing abundant above all they asked or thoug-ht. But the 
children, of Anak were there, and the cities were walled 
up to heaven. They said, "It is a fi'ne country, but the 
price is too high." They returned with that estimate, 

And if and when we try to estimate the promise of 
life in Christ by standards of carnal ,knowledge and ex
perience, we are certain to be more terrified by the chil
dren of Anak and their walled cities, by principalities 
and powers which dispute our possession, than ,attracted 
by ·the spiritual splendours of life in the heavenlies. 

A man and his wife came to see me the other night
the wife was an enquirer, seeing, men as trees walking, 
I said to her husband, "Have you considered the qU,estion 
of your salvation ?'" "Oh yes," he said, "'1 know I ought 
to be better. I know i~ is the right thing." "Would you 
not like to be a Christian?" I enquired. "Yes, if I could. 
If only I could!" ,Without 'the illumination o'f the Holy 
Ghost, when anyone views· what God has prepared for 
those who ·love Him, he gets a glimpse of .the glory of it, 
but always insists that the price of occupation is too great, 
and that therefore he had bette!," go back into the wilder-' 
ness: He gets, a glimpse of, the' "e},Cceeding abundant" 
possib~lities, but has no realization because no ex:perience 
of the power which worketh in us. 

God always has His witnesses, however, ~lld in this 
case there were' two, Caleb and Joshua. 

1 must say a word to you young -men about the value of 
majorities. We all like to be in the majority. Every 
preacher likes to have a crowd. A fun church may be 
glorifying to God: it is at all events" highly complimentary 
t-o the 'preacher, and very often the reverse is humiliating. 
The' backs of those seats are walnut. But i·t always 
troubles me to see them. I . like them to be so full that 
I cannot see any wood at all. Whenever I come 'into' the 
pulpit and see a bit of wood, it seems to shout at me, "Go 
off the platform, you' are no preacher. If 'you could 
preach, these seats would always be filled to capacity in 
all weathers." 

O~casionally I hear some one preach oyer the radio, 
and I say to myself, It may be I 'am' no preacher, but 
that man is even worse. My friend, Mr. Carew, told 
me an interesting' story one time of a man who became 
pastor in ~ certain town, and they told him of one man 
who, had not been known to enter a church for many 
years. The' preacher called to see him, and he made up 
his mind that he would get that man to church. He in
vited him to come, but he replied, "No; I nev:er go to 

. churfh." "Why?" the preacher asked. '1'1 cannot en-
dure to listen to a sermon. I hat!! sermons, an~ that is 
the reason I do not go to church." The preacher told him 
he thought perhaps he would enjoy a service with them, 
and urged him to come, and try.. But h~ refu~ed 'to go. 

The preacher went to see him again and again, and in
vite<;l him to come, to church, only to receive the same 

J • 

answer, "I never go. to church.'" At last; after many in
vitations, the man said, "Well, I suppose I could, stand 
it once; I can stand anything' once.". So he went ... 'The 
next week the preacher went aroUnd to see him, to en
quire how he had enjoyed the service. The. man 'met 
him with a smile. "Well," said the minister, "you came 
to church last Sunday." "Yes.'" "How did ydu' enjoy 
the service?" "Splendidly. I had a ,fine 'time.'" "I 
'knew you would if you wOl,1ld only come.' But I thought 
you said you hated sermons?" "So I do." "But you 
enjoyed yourself on Sunday-how do you, account for 
that?''' He answered, ':'That came so near to being no 
sermon at all that I managed to endure it." 

Sometimes I' have thought that must be the explana
tion-and i,t is not the green monster at all-sometimes I 
have thought that mu!!t be the explanation of some men's 
popularity, for their deliverances are "the nearest" thing 
to no sermon at all". 

But my dear friends, and you students particularly, if 
you are going to Ibe 'in the majority you will advise, people 
to remain in the wilderness, vou will not talk' a:bout the 
heavenly 'places in Christ. You will pursue the course 
of "being not rig,hteous over much" -You will conclude, 
"It is a fine'ideal, but we have to live in this world, and 
we have to do pretty much as the people' of this world 
do. I do not think it is worth while' fighting it out with 
the children of Anak; we had better go back into the 
wilderness." That advise will be approved by ten to 
two. All the spies but Caleb and Joshua will say Amen 
·to that counsel. 

How many men have I seen in the course of my minis
try who were just as orthodox as Paul in their theology, 
who have accepted the advise of the ten spies riot because 
they 'were right, but ·because they were the majority. I 
am going to tell you someth,ing. When I became Pastor 

. of this church nearly twenty-two years ago 1- too was in
vited to all the clubs, I tpo was .offered' every kil;ldness. 
And I make no apology for saying it when·I tell you that· 

, there' was not a thing within ,the gift of. t):J.e. old. .C0nven
tion that I could not have had by lifting my little fil;lger, 
had I wanted it. Many of the most influential peQple' of 
,the old Convention were II).embers of this' church, ,and no 
man ever had kinder friends than those men were to me. 
They used to say kind things about me then, too. If 
they were sincere-and I believe they were-they 'were 
not ashamed of their Pastor in those days. And who 
Qoes not like to listen to kind words, even :when his knowl
edge of his own limitations compels a recognition of their 
exaggeration? The danger is, of course, that if, people 
say these kind things often' enough,.a preacher may 'be 
foolish enough to believe them, and then he will be ruined 
,for ever. 

I think it is probable Caleb and Joshua were highly 
esteemed 'by the other ten spies before they made their 
excursion in,to the promised land together. Ver.y likely 
they had often had lunch together, and were on the friend
liest terms with each other. But, returning from the land, 
the vote of Caleb and Joshua to enter and possess it, 
against the vote of the ten to 'go 'back into· the wilderness, 
effected a breach which perhaps was never h~aled. " 

The excursion of the ten spies iIJ.to the, land 0.£ promise 
reminds me very forcibly of a series', of Conferences, 
w.hich were called, 'I'Spiritual Aims Conferences", which 
were held .throughout the old Convention in the early, part 
of nineteen hundred and twenty-one. I remember. when 
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the leaders of those Conferences were called together in 
Toronto, their report was very much like that of the ten 
spies--and the old Convention has been in the wilderness 
ever since.' ' 

I advise you young men to be 'careful when one of the 
ten spies invites you to dinner. Beware of his counsel 
to refrain" from 'talking about' the promised land, to be 
.a good mixer, and not to object too strongly to wander
ing about in the wilderness. You will :be wise if you 
choose' rather the companionship of Caleb and Joshua. 

When you settle in a new pastorate, do not join the 
Lions, and' the Tigers, and everything else, like some 
preachers I know, in order to ·be popular, and then ad
vertise that you are a lodge man. No lasting spiritual 
fruit can come from the substitution of lodge influence 
for the power of the Holy Ghost. It does not pay. Seek 
grace of God to 'be willing to be in the minority, to .be 
. willing to. accept -the day of small things, to suffer multi
plied humiliations, in order that you may be true to your 
trust. 

Th'at is what Joshua and Caleb did. 
One of the subjects you are asked to write upon is, 

"The advantages of a long pastorate". I will anticipate 
it, and give you a pointer-but that is against the rules!, 
However, I will break one rule, and tell you that one of 
the advantages of a long pastorate is that it teaches 
patience. Moses had a long pastorate, forty years, and 
he never did enter the promised land. Caleb and Joshua, 
young men who believed God and were eager to get across 
the Jordan and try conclusions with the giants, were held 
back by the majority for forty years. 

Do not ·be. too precipitate in your pastorates. Do not 
expect to accomplish everything over night. Think of 
Caleb and Joshua, and remember they had to wait forty 
years fo.r their opportunity. When you have waited as 
long as that, perhaps you will be ripe and in such a con-
dition that God can trust you. . 

But the principle here is that invariohly in this world 
. those who are on God's side seem to be in the minority. 
. I will speak of' it now. I admit that I like cro~ds. I 
like to see this church packed full and running over-a 
couple of thousand outside. I have had it. I have 
lectured ill this place when the police were here to ~eep 
the people back. Do' not think I am jealous· of Arena 
Gardens. I value crowds, but in these dark days a 
'Christian minister can pay too great a price for popular
ity. Surely any minister worth his salt could easily sur-

. pass the platform deliverances of Mr. Massey without 
sitting up nights if he could bring himself to descend to 
his level. The messages of York Bible Class are sheer 
drivel for the most part. Do not stoop so low that the 
great mass of carnally minded men. will accept readily 
what you say. You have only to recommend the leeks 
and garlick and onions of Egypt and the majority will 
be with 'you. 
. If you accept God's promises, as did Caleb and Joshua, 
you will suddenly become unpopular. When the ten had 
made their report, and Caleb and· Joshua made theirs, 
the people· spake of stoning them. Do any of you find 
it hard to belong to Jarvis Street? Let not your hearts 
be troubled, we have many a Caleb and Joshua here. 

I received a letter from' a lady i.n England a few years 
ago. This can go into the lecture, when it is printed; it 
may do good for certain people to r~d it. This lady 
said, "I have seen your name in The Christian Herald, 
and I wrote to the' Editor for your address. There 'is 

a certain 'young lady who is a daughter of one of the 
China Inland M~ssionaries, who is going to Toronto to 
pursue a university course. I am very anxious that she 
should attend your church, and am writing to ask you if 
possihle to, get in touch with her, 'and try to bring her 
under the influence of your church." 

The Sunday morning following the receipt of the letter 
I met this young lady here in church., She had arrived 
in the city a day or two before and someone brought her 
to the service. After some time she came into the mem
bership of the church, and became a worker in the Young 
People's Department of our School. ·She entered as a 
student in McMaster University. After a while she 
wrote me saying she wanted to withdraw her member
ship. I wrote asking her to come to see me. She came, 
and I enquired, "What is the matter? What have we 
done to you?" "'Nothing." At last she confessed, that 
the social pressure in the University was too much for 
her, and that she had got away from the Lord. There 

. in my study she knelt and prayed, and asked the Lord's 
forgiveness; and came back and said, "I will resume my 
work in the School." 

After a while she wrote me again, and I asked her to 
come again. She came, and I enquired again, "What is 
the matter?" "1 want you to drop my name from th~ 
church roll, for I cannot live up to the standards of your 
church. It is not the teaching of McMaster University 
so much-I can stand against that; but I cannot stand 
against the social pressure." "What do you, mean ?" "I 
cannot stand it' to belong to a church that is so much 
spoken against. Whenever the name of Jarvis Street 
Church is brought up such 'bitter opposition is expressed 
that I cannot bear to admit that I belong to it. I cannot 
stand it."· . 

Again she resolved to remain. But the third time she 
. wrote me saying, "Please do not ask me to come and see 
you again, for I cannot do it. I fear you would tem· 
porarily persuade me again, and I have made my decision: 
I simply cannot live up to Jarvis Street standards. I am 
socially inclined, and I have become. a social leader; and 
I shall have to go my way"-and she went her way. 

What was it? The ten tribes. "'The land is good, 
the' fruit is attractive; but I cannot stand the price of 
wrestling against the principali-ties, and powers, and the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Let me go back into the 
wilderness-into Egypt itself, if I must, for I can~ot 
bear to be in the minority.". . 

The'modern pulpit is occupied, for tqe most part~ by 
the ten spies; 

Be willing to be in the n,tinority. But as a matter of 
fact you can never be in the minority when you are on 
God's side. One man with God could conquer the world 
if God ,willed that he should do so. When you 'become 
pastors of churches, you will enter sympathically into the 
experiences of Moses, and of Caleb, and of J osht,la. 

"IT WHIRLETH ABOUT CONTINUALLY" 
That keen observer, the human author of the book of 

Ecclesiastes, observed, "The wind goeth toward the south 
and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about con-

. tinually, and the wind. returneth again' acc:ording to his 
circuits." This describes·a principle of human life and 
experience as well as a meteorological law. Hence· it 
comes to pass that -the breeze which blows over one 

1 

1 
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ecclesiastical garden is likely to shake 'the' oaks and break 
off the dead branches in another. 

We are interested therefore to observe in The Globe 
of Toronto this morning a th'ree-line, double coluu:m head
ing as follows: 

"W.M.S.; TAKE NOTICE 
PRESBYTERY HAS RIGHTS 

AND WILL DEFEND THEM." 
Of course we read what followed. The initials, "W. ' 

M.S." were in themselves challenging. vVe make a few 
, excerpts: 

Toronto 'Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in Ca~
ada unanimously resolved yesterday to make a stand In 
defense of its rights and dignities as' a Church Court. The 
stand is to he against the ladies. The resolution was 
reached at the ,monthly meeting of Pres:bytery in 'Chalmers 
Church, Dundas Street West. ' 

The whole relationship between Presbytery, the Women's 
Missionary Society and the deaconess work of the ,Church 
is due for an overhauling, Rev. G .. M. Dunn, Moderator of 
Toronto Presbytery, believes. Presbytery empowered the 
Moderator and Rev. J. B. Skene, Clerk ·of Toronto Presby
tery, to see to ,the overhauling. 

Decision Reached. 
The courageo'UB decision was reached after discussion of a 

letter from the W M.S. of the Presbyterian Church re
questing Toronto Presbytery to designate two deaconesses 
during the Deaconesses' Home ,graduation exercises in 
Knox College Chapel to-mo-rrow eveni:ng. The letter was 
the first notification received by Presbytery, though hoth 
deaconesses are to work in Toronto. Members of Presby
tery protested against the affront. Presbytery, they held, 
should not be required to accept ready-made arrangements, 
and fit in where it was told in ready-made programs. Mem
bers declared that the W.M.S. and the Deaconesses" Home 
Board were not Pres'byterian in form, and, favored taking 
up the question of their authority with the General As
sembly of the Church. . 

Will Not Disappoint Them. 
More moderate coonsels prevailed. Rather than dis

appoint the two young ladies who wait designation, Pres
bytery a.grees, in this instance, to .take· part in the pro
gra~me arranged f.or Thursday evening. But the Modera
tor and the Clerk of Pres'bytery are to' point out that the 

'procedure is altogether irregular, and it isn't t.o ha'ppen 
again. 

'l'It 'isn't t.o happen again" I But what would our Pres
byterian brethren do if this thing which "isn't to happen 
again" were ordered by a \V.M.S. whose constitution 
"shall never be changed"? Would this illustrate the 
problem as to what must result" from the collision of "an 
irresistible force with an immovable object"? 

Did you say, "How are you?" Quite well, thank you. Oh, 
yes, 'we have fully recovered our normal health, and are 
now able to go to work as usual. Yes, yes, the 'flu is an 
irritating ailment,-one can never be sure where he gets 
it, and it is often very difficult and slow work to shake it 
off, but we are thankful to be quite free from its effects 
once more. 

Thus we imagined a Presbyterian br.other enquiring 
after our ecclesiastical health, and our answ~ring as above. 

Our Presbyterian brethren have our sincere sympathy. 
It is really too bad that when one is just getting on his 
feet again another should be taken d.own with the'same 
disease. But be of good cheer, brethren. The 'disease is 
n.ot always fatal, and sometimes the patient finds s.ome 
compensation in the experience. We are glad our Pre~
byterian friends have formed a "c.ourageous resolution". 
Doctors say it is half the battle to secure the patient's 
co-operati.on in fighting the disease. We note the Pres
bytery declared the proposed procedure of the W.M.S. 
"alt.ogether irregular", by which we understand there are 
irregularities among ,regular Presbyterians as well as 
among Regular Baptists. 

We 'hope there are some Ulster Presbyterians in the 
Toront.o Presbytery who know something of the motto, 
"No' surrender~'. They may need it to implement their 
promise that this "isn't to happen' again". 

We congratulate the Toronto Presbytery that the' To
ronto press has n.ot as yet prophesied that their deter
mination to "overhaul" the matter of the relationship of 
the W.M.S. is likely to result in a ~'spHt", and wish our 
Presbyterian brethren well. Perhaps the "overhauling" 
of the Presbyterian W.M.S. hardly deserves the same 
pUblicity as the same little operati.on performed in Jarvis 
St. w.ould merit. ' 

t!tbt Itniou Jjapti~t mitttt~~ 
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HE WAS RICH. him purifieth 'himself, even as ihe is 
He was eternally rich, yet for our pure." The followers of. Christ should 

sakes he Ibecame poor, that we through le·arn here t~ reflect,~ck In some d~ee 
his poverty might be made rich. He was ~hat mystenous love ~epara~o?-"y t? JOIn
cl.othed with light and glory, surrounded ~ng all the redeemed In ascrIbmg bless-

'th h t of h I I ·ti 109, and honor, and glory, and power 
WI: 'os S . ,eaven y ange s· aw8.l ng unto 'Him that sitteth upo-n ,the throne, 
to execute hIS commands. ~et he pu.t on and unto the Lamb forever and ever." 
o?r nature, 'and came to sOJourn among (Selected from an old tract.) , 
SInful men. "Behold, what m·anner of • • • • 
love the Father bath bestowed upon us," . 
that we S'hould be called the sons of LffiERIAN NEWS. 
Goo!' Here is love that no langua.ge can Again we find ourselves on the qui vive 
express. Our souls should .be enlIvened, f,or neW9 from Liheria. The, mails· are 
elevated, and enraptured with the theme I uncertain, but we are always hoping that 
of the love of. the Father and the Son. after a lapse of two or three weeks there 
"And every man that hath this hope in will come a sheaf ,of letters, and they 'do 

compensate fo-r those days of patient 
waiting, as we sc·an their pages and 
see that the Lord is' answering our 
prayers for the laborers in that fm: 'away 
land. . 
. The very fact that letters from the field 

mean much to the home folk s·hould re
veal to them something' of the interest 
with which mail from home is awaited by 
our missionaries. Write often to them. 
Tell them of the every-day experiences; 
the homely news; the amusing incid'ents; 
the jo-yof the worik, and dIG not press for 
an answer. ·Such thoughtfulness on the 
part of interested friends at home is 
greatly appreciated, ·because the busy 
missionary, ,much,as he may wish to d·o 
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so, cannot spare the time to write indi- beach a few minutes satisfies one for a 
. vidual letters to all who may write to whole year, and we ,gladly said good-bye 

him. May we ask,also that the mission- to it. You know they are so civilized at 
aries be s.pared the indiv:idual letter of ·the beach that they ignore your speak
enquiry. Most of such letters CQuld' be ing' to them in the Bassa tQngue. 
answered by the office of the Union, After'a lQvely time of fellowship at 
which is maintained largely to be of ser- New Cess we came home, and such a 
vi~e to the churches !lnd to the ·missio.n- welcome as we received! Within thirty
anes, and most questIons put to the mIS- five minutes all the town had 'been out 
sion:aries have 8;lready been put to them. to. greet us,' among ;the first being the 
a·gam and agaIn from one person or ChIef. It was a ·real welc·ome and we 
anoth:er.. are glad to be in 'harness once more, 

Questions· of ·general interest will .be feeling much better, hQwev·er, for the 
answered through the columns of the little holiday. . 
Union' Baptist Witness and a note My but we did appreciate all the 
drop~ed to the Office ~ecretary, 337 lovely things sent ,to us frQm home, and 
Jaz:Vls Street, Toronto, WIll be attended shall enjoy writing our thanks to the 
to ImmedIately. . d 11' h h h . h And now 81th h't h b . sen ers, te mg t em ow roue JOy eac 

'. oug I 8;S een neces- parcel has brought. 
sary.to hold .It for several Issues, we are . . 
sure' that the letter from Mrs. Mellish . We had !lome pIctu.res taken thIS morn-
will be. enjoyed, and will picture vividly mg and .wIlI be ,SendI~g them as soon as 
the arrI·val of Mr. and Mrs. Hancox and we can, but we are. hmde:ed by the lack 
Mis.s Florence' Stacey in Liberia Qf proper places m WhICh to develQP 

, • them. Praying God's richest ·blessing 
A LETTER FROM MRS. MELLISH. 00 our Union, ' 

. Jan~ary 11!th, 1932. Yours sincerely 
Dear Miss ----: CATHERIINE MELLISH. 

After 'another of those IQng two days' • • * • 
walk, we .reached New -Gess' Station to 
find every.one in. the pink ,of health and A TEACHER TRAINING COURSE. 
to find ,mail from home awaiting there. Questions answered ,by Rev. W. N. 
It was a real delight I ean tell you and Charlton, Bible School Representative, 
those days were full with so much are usually to the point'and illuminating. 
toO see and hear that we were in a state of . The emphasis put on the Teacher 
happy confusion most of the time. Now, Training Courses in some circles has 
the days live over again as precious long been open to criticism, and now a 
memOl"les.·. reply by Mr. Charlton to 'a pertinent 

We arrived· at New ,Cess on Tuesday questiQn concerning their value is weI
and went to the Beach on Saturday comedo 
morning to be sure to be there'when the Question _ Can' YoOU recommend' a 
boat came in-and as the time Qf their iIll"- bl 
rival is very uncerd;ain, we thought it wise Teacher Training Course su·ita e for use 
to be on hand . .on this occasion, hQwever, in a Regular Baptist Bible School? 
the boat arrived on time and we received Answer-The only really wor·th while 
the inf'ormation that it was in sight teacher training course we know any
when we were at -lunch.. If I could just thing about is a thorou,gh study of the 
take y.ou to that· lunch table at P.Z. that Word of God. So-called teacher training 
day, you would' enj'oy som'e thrills, I am courses 'ha:v:e ruined many good teachers. 
sure. All of a sudden a cry rang through We are not convinced·that the Bible 
the building 'ship in sight'. I grabbed School teacher is in need ·of a store ,of 
my helmet and ran to put on a clean knowledge concerning the ,psychology of 
dress while Gordon rushed toO get oOn the child, or of any of the sciences and 
clean duds and we were all ready in a philosophies of, ·men, but he should have 
few minutes. Wish such speed were my a thorough knowledge of at least the 
hus'hand's usual custom, it would be a fundamental and essential doctrines of 
real joy. We .got out somehow amid a the Bible. He should know in what real 
great deal of excitement and ran along Christianity consists, and what great 
the beach. White folks are supposed to doctrines are essential to it. He should 
be sedate but how could one be under have a fair knowledge of the Word and 
the circumstances. We were hoisted in- of' the doctrines of Christianity. 
to the surf boat ann ours was the first The test of teaching is, after all, its 
off. In great haste we made for the big effectiveness. Men may' criticise it, 
boat and' oh, the wavings and the ,goes- judged by the standards of homiletics, 
ticulations as we viewed it and the pas- or by the laws ·of grammar 'and rhetoric, 
sengers in whom we were so greatly in- but the results tell. The sentences may 
terested. Mr. Davey and ,Gordon were be unpolished,' the phrases may ,be ·gram
guilty of for-getting their usual dignity matically imperfect, but. if they ;reach 
for once and were caught acting quite hearts and 'are the means of leading souls 
kiddishly. to know Christ, it is, nevertheless, good 

Our boat was MSt to come alongside teaching. Many a m,an has a beautiful 
the steamer, but we had to wait fQl' cus- fishing rod, who has no fish on his string. 
toms. Finally we got; on and oh, the The beauty of the rod is one thing-the 
talk.ing that started rIght then and catching of fish 'alone makes one a good 
there, you would 'have thought that we fisherman. 
own·ed the boat. After M·r. Hancox had If the teacher would exercise an effec
a~tended to all the details in connection tive teaching ministry, let him study the 
With the ba~~age, we went ashQl'e and Word, teach the W.ord, pray foOr his 
to see the new missi'Qnaries 'being car- scholars, and labor for their ~·alvation, 
ried ·ashore 'by black boys was a treat and endeavor to give them a training in 
never to be fOl'lgotten; Ou:r standby at spiritual things which will serve them in 
the coast 'is P.Z. (Paterson-Zochenis good stead. God will crown such eff·orts 
Agency) and we do appI'eciate all that with success, for it is written, "There
their agents do for us, but being at the fore, my ,beloved brethren, be ye stead-
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fast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is, not in vain in 
the Lord." 1 Oor. 1&:58. 

* • * •. 
A GET-TOGETHER. 

One of the most delightful meetings. 
was recently held at the Waverley Road 
Baptist Church, Toronto, under the aus
pices of the Women's Missionary Society_. 
There was a goodly attendance of both 
men and women, and the evening will 
long 'be remembered as a time of happy 
fellowship and of rejoiciqg dn the Lord. 
Mrs. C. Grigg acted as chairman, and 
Mrs. G. A. MacBain, of the Hillcrest. 
Regular Baptist Church was guest 
speaker. From the verse found in 2 
Samuel 23:2-"The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and his word was in my 
tongue", Mrs. MacBain developed her 
splendid message, outlining the impor
tance of .being directed by the Spirit of 
the Lord and defending that which He 
had given to His people. 

Mrs. MacBain made a present-day' 
application, showing that Regu~ar Bap-' 
tists had, a precious .possession to defend 
and a great reg,ponsibility, which re
quired at this moment, when the faint
hearted were fleeing, men to stand "in 
the midfit of the ground" and defend it,. 
even as Shammah did in the days of old,. 
"and the Lord wrought a great victory". 

At the close of. the meeting one w,oman 
accepted Christ ·as Saviour, and a happy 
people dispersed saying, "it was ·good for' 
ns to have been here". 

Note: Mrs. MacBain has ,been asked 
to prepare her address for t'he use oOf 
Women's Missionary 'Societies among the' 
church~s, ·and mimeographed c?pies will 
be avaIla·ble. Apply to' the Umon Office,. 
337 Jarv·is Street, Toronto. 

• • • • 
FRENCH WORK. 

Rev. A. St. James reports that since· 
January 5th, St. paJUI's Church has car
ried on e.vangelistic meetings in the 
hoOmes. These are held every Tuesday
and Matthew's gospel has been the sub
ject oOf study. Such is the inter-est that 
the meetin'gs often l'ast until midnig.ht,. 
especia~ly in the new homes where ques
tions are aS'ked and answered. Upwards. 
of fifty Gospels have thus far been dis
trihuted and conversions have fol1owed. 
On February 28th, six believers were 
baptized in St. Paul',s Church, thr·ee from 
the Beneficient work and three f;rom St. 
Pau.}'s. The Ibaptisms· ail'e administered 
in S·t. Paul's ·Chu.reh :because of lack oOf 
a baptistry at the Beneficient meeting 
place. At the service Bil'other Dantheny 
and Br-other St. J ames. ~articiipate and 
the c·ongoregations of the two churches 
unite. There seems· toO ,be a spiritual 
movement among the French and new 
faces· are seen at almost every service. 
One man whom Mr. St. J·ames married 
some Ibwo years ago and whQ has been 
longing to j-Qin the chUil1Clh· has now ap
plied f,or mem,bersoh,i·p. He is a baptized' 
believer, a French Polander and his wife 
is a Ukrainian. 
: The missionaries request that prayer 

be made that the interest may continue. 

.J 
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