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THE ANGELS' 'HALLELUJA~S. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 28th, 1932. 

(Stenographical'ly Repor·ted) 

"Th~re is joy in the presence o·f the angel~. of God over one sinner that repenteth."-Luke 15:10. 

Pr.ay'er by ~ev. W. G~rdon Brown. 
o Thou Whom every eye shan see and every ear shall 

hear, for WIhom .the kindreds of the earth shaH beat their 
breasts, we c·ome to Thee to-nj,ght, and we rej·ooce in Thee. 
We hav·e not seen Thee, yet we believe and are blesse4,. We 
have not seen Thee, yet we love Thee, and rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and f~ll of glory. The eye of flesh 'hath not 
seen Thee, -0 ·Clhrist, but by faith we have seen T,hee, risen. 
afar at God's right hand, our ·exalted Prince and Lord. 
We have looked to Thee,' the Crucified One, and found "life 
in a look. Now we are looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our failth, that we may, not be weary and· faint 
in our souls. . 

As !We come to Thee, we pray Thee to come to us, ac
cording to Thy promise. Make these hymns we have be.en 
singing messengers of grace ·to every heart. This· Thy 
Word we have· been reading illuminate. Thy, messenger 
who will bring to us Thy word to-n~ght, mightily em1lower 
and gl<ltiously use that Thy Spirit may touch the !heart of 
each of us by the word which Thou wi.ltgive .to him. The 
printed page that goes out from this church graciously re
member, and be pleased to use such humble means as paper 
and ink in Thy kingdom. Bless all who witness fOil' Thee 
here, -elsewhere, and everywhere, in -order that Thy King
dom may come, and Thy will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven. . 

Graciously come to those who do not know Thee as 
SaviolR". S·how to them their need,-

"NOlW, Lord, the .gracious work 'begin, 
Let them no more lie down in sin." 

It is not of him that willeth, nor (If him that run.neth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy. 0 God, shew mercy! Thou 
Who hast predestinated men to eternal life, gather them to 
Thyself this night. Visit us with Thy mighty power, and 
to Thee we shall ascribe alI the glory and honolR" and bless
ing, both now and ever more. Amen. 

Although not ev,ery one of us may know as yet what 
sin in the sight of Goo really is, I feel certain there is 
not one of us who does not recognize some departure 
from the principles of righteousness. Hence there is 
not one of us here who does not know that he has some 
sin to confess: "All have sinned' and come short of the 
glory of God." Though we may not know the height 
and depth and length and breadth, and the full content 
of that word '.'repentance" as used. in the Bible, yet we 
all have some idea of what it means. 

I suppose I shoul9 stilll 'carry your judgment were I 
to say that inasmuch as we all have sinned, we ought 
all to repent of our sins.' There is no .exception to that 
rule. 

I think it is recognized too, in principle, that there can 
be no forgiveness without repentance. If a .man has 
offended against you, if he has committed some wrong, 
inflicted some injury upon you, upon your: reputation, 
or has occasioned you pecuniary loss, however generous
ly disposed you li.lay .be toward him, if you know that 
his heart is set upon repeating the offence to-morrow, it 
is not likely tliat you will lie disposed to forgive him to
day. But i·f his mind is entirely changed toward his 
wrong-doing, if now he is sorry for it, and sufficiently 
sorry to lead him, to confess it, and to resolve that SQ 

far as it is in his power, the wrong shall never be re
peated, then perhaps even men may sometimes find it in 
their hearts to say, "We will let by-ganes be by-gones, ' 
and 'begin all over again." . 

At" all events, that is the principle of the gospel, that 
there can be no forgiveness without repentance. L ven-

" 



o 

2 (530) THE GOSPEL WITNESS March 3, 1932 

ture to helieve that there is no true faith without re
pentance. There must be repentance toward God before 
there can be faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

But I fear there are compg,ratively few' people who 
have learned to look. upon moral evil, in all its varying 
degrees, with repugnance, with positive antipathy toward 
it for its bwn sake, ap<1rt from the person who is guilty. 
How few there 'are who have learned to hate .wro'ng
doing .becai,tse it is wr'Ong-doing'! I read of One of 
\iVhom it ip said, "Thou hast loved righteousness, and 
ha,ted iniquity; therefore God, even Thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows." 
But comparatively few have learned to hate sin for its 
own sake, and to long to be delivered from it. I mean, 'Of 
course, those who have been untouched by ;the Spirit of 
God. 

Too often men feel a measttre of gratification when sin 
is discovered in other people, when the white light is 
turned upon somebody else's record, arid it appears that 
he is in very truth a sinner-and a flagrant sinner. Too 
often peopJe look; upon .it and say, "o.h yes! .There are 
many men, if the light were turned upon them, who 
would be in the same position." Very probably, my 
dear friend-yourself included! It is exceedingly diffi
cult therefore for many men publicly t'O acknowledge 
their sin. Perhaps we ought to try to make some allow
ance for Nicodemus who came to Jesus by night. He 
was a man in an official position. He knew that hi's visit 
to the Prophet of Nazareth would be much talked about, 
that his name would be discussed among the religious 
leaders. Therefore he sought a private interview. . 

I wonder what would happen if' we could see each 
other in the light which shi"nes from heaven? If we 
could estimate our own character and read our 'Own' 
record, and estimate the characters and. read the records 
of others, as they are estimated and read !by Heaven it
self? I have been told that some people become un
comfortable by attending this. place of worship. But 
after all there is but one end to all 'Our preaching, and 
that is to lead'men to fate whatever there may be which 
interferes with a proper relationship to God. 

I remember when our late friend, no-w' in the glory, 
Professor Keirstead, used to. worship with us frequent.ly 
here. One evening I was coming along Gerrard Street, 
and I overtook him. Putting my hand on his shoulder 
I said, "Good ev:ening, Doct9r .. It will be a joy to have 
you with us to-night." "Oh! Oh! Is that you. Good 
cvening! Good evening! I thought I would come down 
and hear a little about the divine side of I1:hings. 'vVe do 
not hear very much about the .divine side of things, and 
I thought I would come down and hear about it." 

'vVe have not faced life's problen~s until we have faced 
"the divine side of things", until we are able to sa:y as 
did our Brother Syme in his .appealing song this evening, 
"I walk and talk with the King.': Thflt is the main 
consideration. . 

I have read to y'OU a very familiar text, and yet per
hClips ·we may view it from a ·less . familiar angle. I call 
your attenrio-n to this principle, that it is a subject of 
remark by our divine Lord that the one earthly thing 
in which the angels of heaven are particularly interested 
is not, for example, the stock market, nor the con
dition of trade, nor the result of electiGns; that is nGt 
the thing in which they are supremely interested,-but 
our Lord J estls says they are interested when a mar. 
really repents. He tells us that the relationship between 

earth and heaven is so real and s6 senS·ltlve that when
ever a sinner repents the angels in heaven rejoice. 

'vVhat is there therefore about repentance that :distin
guishes it fr0111 other emotions or. motions of the soul, 
co.mmands. the attentiori of Heaven, and leads the angels 

. t.o sweep their harp-strings and make Heaven echo with 
their. music? \i\'hat is it? \i\That would happen in 
Toronto if certain men were to take an interest in other 
things than business 'Or their falnilies? If God by His 
Spirit' should so lay hold of a man here this evening that 
he should be brought to recognize, that there is nothing 
in all the universe so important as that he ,should be 
brought into pacific and saving relationship to God through 
Christ; if he should resolve that no matter what it costs 
l}i!ll in friendship, in. association, in prestige, in dollars 
and ,cents, that salvation, being the great desideratum, it 
is the one 'thing for which all other things ought to. he 
sacri·ficed, and to which all 'Other interests ought to be 
subordinated, and .that therefore' he will get right with 
God, and be right with Him, so that he can walk and 
talk with' the King, such dec·ision would make the vaults 
of heaven ring with the angel's Hallelujahs. . 

1. 
Why are the angels so supremely interested? I rather 

think it is because THEY KNOW, As 'vVE Do No'!', THE 
TRUE NA'l'URE OF SIN' hSELF. 'vVho knows what it is 
to sin? Who knows the potentialities of a single sin? 
It was Iblit one solitary act apparently which brought 
d~ath into the world, and all our. woe. If that be· so, 
how terrible a thing sin is!· 

. The angels kn'Ow what sin does to God the Father. For 
mark Y'Ou, we shall never see and understand the nature 
of sin until we discover that it. is something that disturhs 
our relationship with God. \iVhen David had come to 
see his own sin in God's light he brushed a'side, for the 
moment, in contemplation of it, all human relationships 
and said, "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight." Sin is an offence against 
God, and the angels kpow what sin does to God. The 
dwelling of God is. infinitely holy. It is written of the 
heavenly city, "And there shall in no wise enter into it 
any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
~bomination, or maketh a lie: bllit they ·which are written 
in the Lamb's book of life." The seraphim veiled their 
faces and cried, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts." 

And yet-will yo-u follow me ?-there must be a sense 
in 'Whicli sin intrudes itself upon the presenc~ of the 
Holy One. There must be a sense in which the influence 
of OUI- sin-yours and mine-gets past everything to 

. God, and disturhs God. Some of you live in. apartment
houses. Did you ever have a neighbour with a radio?' 
Did you ever have a neigh'bour with a taste for jazz, 
and for everything that is objectionable, who keeps up 
the din all day-and sometimes well on into the nigh[? 
It was in his 'Own apartnlent, but the sound came into 
yours. . 
. Y'Ot:1 remember .that word in Tennyson?-

"But when the heart is full \of din, 
And doubt beside the portal waits, 

.. they can but listen at the gates 
And hear the household jar within." 

Soinebody is stan~ing at the door, hearing all the dis
cord and contention within. How the confliots of life-
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this moral eccentricity,--distul"'b the diyine dwelling-place 
until it becomes obnoxious to the angels! 

Putting aside everything else, I could spend many 
hours with you discussing that one aspect of things, of 
how sin goes on and on until it disturbs the repose of 
Deity. It is a something that God hates, and because 

, Of that the' angels hate it too. - . \ 
Then the angels kJzew of the long preparation for deal

ing with sin. I suggest an interesting subject of study: 
turn the pages of your Bible and mark tpe places where 
the ministry 6f angels is recorded, and see down through 
the unfolding centuries as God was bringing to His peo
ple line upon line and precept' upon precept, gradually 
dlsc10sing His purposes of grace formed in the mind of 
the Eternal befqre the worlds were made, see what 
place angels had as divine messengers. For example, 
when the angels came· to Abraham, ,and went down to 
Sodom; when they came to the sleeping Jacob, and ascend
ed and descended upon the ladder set up upon earth, whose 
top reached to heav~n, How·often the angels came with a 
message, speaking of Somebody,-of Somebody-of 
Somebody spelled with a 'capital "S", bringing the glad' 
nlessage that Somebody some day would come,! They 
knew that there was serious wrong upon the earth, and 
were witnesses ,of the long unfolding of the divine pur
pose of graee. They knew-a'nd know-what sin does 
to God the Son. , . 

A thought comes to me--yes, it is more than' a fancy; 
for I 'am sure it is based in the reality of things. We 
conceive of Jesus as God the Son, and, being God, He 
is omnipresent, ubiquitous, everywhere. Can you 
localize Him? "The Word was made flesh, and taber
nacled among us." That was a miracle when the Infinite, 
~o to speak, almost-I speak thus because of the poverty 
of our language-, or of my knowledge of ' it-I was going 
to say, the Infinite almost rendered Himself finite that 
He might come and live in our 'human flesh. I know the 
danger of that suggestion, but my point is this: Jesus 
Christ said, '~'I came down from 'heaven . . . I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I 
leave the worl<1" and go to the Father." There must 
have been a sense in which there was a time when God 
the Son was absent from the glory. . 

A year or so ago when His Majesty the King was very 
ill and the Prince of Wales was somewhere in Africa, 
there was general anxiety that he should come home. 
He hastened his return, using every facility afforded by 

, modern science for. rapid transit. 
, Have you ever thoughf of what, heaven must have 

been while Jesus Christ was upon earth? He was here, 
-He had always been here, but He was here as He had 
not heen before, tabernacled in flesh. While He was 
here, there was a sense in which He was not there. What 
a place hea~en must have, been when Jesus was absent! 
It belongs to the realm of infinite conceptions-.:..or con
ceptions of 'the infinite. It is beyond )lS. But how the 
angels n1ust have felt Hi!! absence! How they must 
have mourned the transfer of His glorious presence from 
heaven to earth! They knew that He had come in ful
fi.lment of the long expectation to deal with the fact of 
~~ . 

So, following Him through His earthly ministry, com
ing at last to His passion in the garden of Getlisemane 
where an angel ministered to' Him 'when His soul was 
"exceeding sorrowful, even unto death!', a ,heavenly 

• messenger was sent from heaven to stand by the Son 

of God .as He passed through that indescribable agony. 
The angels knew a1'1 about it,-hpw sin grieves the Father, 
wounds the Son, and offends the Holy Ghost. Heaven 
never looks .lightly' upon sin, even the smallest sin. 

In one of the Lord's discourses there is a disclosure of 
'conditions qbtai'lling beyond the graye: He spoke of the 
rich man and Lazarus. He did show us-and does show 
us-in that teaching that even heaven itself can look 
upon hell. So that I suppose the angels. know what sin 
does to men as men never have yet learned themselves. 

We see a man drinkit1.g his life away, or see a young 
fellow plunging into all kinds of' sin. We see him 
trampling the Decalogue under his feet, and by and by 
reaching the penitentiary, and an editorial in the press 
tells of the "end of the trai1." People art taught that 
crime doe,s not pay. But if we . could see far enough 
we should see that every sin is a crime,' if not against 
hwnan governments,' then against God's 'government; 
that sin never pays, and that sooner or later every sinner 
is brought to account, and every sin dealt with in the 
economy of God. There is no escape. . 

The . angels know all about it, and llave an abhor·rence 
of sin to which even the most devoted saint is a stranger; 
for the farther we go on with God the intenser does our 
abhorrence of sin become. 

II. 
THE ANGELS KNEW-AND KNOW-TIm SIGNIFICANCE 

.oF REPENTANCE. You have seen someone pursue a 
foolish course. He has been advised by all his f.riends 
not to po it, but he is wiser than all of thei:n; and h~ 
persists in' his course. Friends say, "What shall we do? 
What shall we ·do t.o keep him back from the precipice?" 
How- often I have had mothers come to me and say, "I 
wish you would persuade my son not to do a certain 
thing." Or a wife, "I wish you would see my husband, 
and see if you can d.o anything with him. He will d.o 
nothing for me." EverY'body else can see the precipice 
ahead leut the man himself. 'On he goes to -certain 1'uln
but he will not be advised by any or all his friends. 

But what lies beyond that precipice the angels know 
better than we do, and they are far more concerned than 
we are, Heaven bends. an attentive eye and ear to the 
things of earth. 

But' at last you get the news that this man you have 
been trying to influence has changed hi,s mind. The 
question is asked, "Is he really going to turn back after 
all ?" What good news that would be, that a gleam of 
sense has entered his darkened understanding!· His 
friends begin to hope that he is going to turn to paths 

. of righteousness and wisdom again. 
. But when a sinner repents, do you know what hap

pens? A light from heaven shines into a man's heart 
and conscience, and suddenly he is a wakened. 'fhe thing 
. which he called a pleasure, which he believed to be ,pro
fitable, he sees at last in God's sight, and discovers that 
it is indescribably horrible. He changes his mind about 
it .. He says, "I do not want any more of. it." \i\Then 
the arlgels see that a man's mind is changed toward sin, 
that is good news in -heaven. That is better: than news 
of . the stock-market. If to-night you were to go. home 
and listen to the news over the air, and hear of some 
great revival somewhere of. trade, indicating the return 
of prosperity to this impoverished earth, you would say, 
"\iVhat good news that is!'" It would not make a 
stir in heaven. But if one sinner-one sinner, not many, 

........................................................ ~t..s-- 7 
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but one sinner, only one-made originally in God's image 
aJjld likeness, .the image marred and defaced, and the 
soul ruined, condemned, and all but damned, when at 
last on the edge of the precipice light shines, and the 
man turns back, a great Hallelujah rings through the 
arches of heaven because a man has seen and repents of 
his sin. 

Oh, that God Who commanded the Light to shine out 
of darkness would shine in our hearts "to give the light 
of' the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ". . . 

The angels know, too, that repentance is the first symp
tom of recovery from the disease of sin~ it marks the 
passing of the crisis. How often have I been in homes 
where there was serious illness! Upstairs there is a 
patient who is unconscious, who knows nothing of what 
is going on about him or her. The physician comes. 
He. steps quietly about the house and presently comes 
downstairs and says, "I am correct in my diagnosis. I 

. know what is the matter, but I can do nothing. .The 
disease will have to take its course. It is now a question 
of nursing. The disease wiII reach the climax in two or 
three days." 
. Friends come quietly and ask, "VVhat is the news to
day?" "There is not m1:lch change", says the nurse, 
""we are just waiting for the crisis. We minister as 
carefully and tenderly as possible, but that is all we can 
do." There is sadness on all faces; deepest anxiety is 
manifest throughout the family. The doctor comes 
again, and a~ the hour expected he sits andwat<;hes. The 
question is, Will the fever abate or increase? Will the 
patient grow ~orse or better? After a while the doctor 
heaves a sigh of relief and says, "It is all right, nurse." 

The patie~t has said nothing. He has not spoken. 
But the doctor knows that the great divide is past; life 
is coming back again.; the tide is coming in. N ow watch 
that ~asinty nurse as she comes out of the room ~miling. 
Still the patient has not spoken, but she says, "We are 
all very happy.' The crisis is past. The disease is 
checked; the patient is on the road to recovery." 

How the angels watch to "see if there is .any sign of 
repentance, for they know that without repentance, there 
is no turning back from the edge of the pit. It means 
an everlasting descent apart from' that. But when at 
last sorrow for sin steals into the stricken heart, the con
science awakes from ·its long sleep, and begins its ministry, 
and by and by the tears start as the man begins to weep 
for his sin. I can almost fancy the leader of the angel 
choir saying,. "Come; .it is time for the Hallelujah Chorus. 
Let us praise the Lord." That is in the text,---i"Joy in 
the presence of the angels of God." 

. In some stricken home is a woman, the wife and 
mother, and the father of the home is ill. How utterly' 
downcast is that woman! But meet her after the crisis 
is past, and see how happy she is! How full of gLad
ness! I wonder if it be legitimate even to ask the ques-

. tion, Does any shadow ever fall upon 'the divine glory? 
Are the angels' harps ever silent? If so, it is on account 
of your sin and mine. Is there ever sa:dness in the heart of 
God? Oh yes; there is sadness in the heart of Him Who is 
our Redeemer, Who is "touched with the feeling of our in
fir.mities". As He wept over Jerusalem because it knew not 
the things that belonged to its 'Peace, so must He still 'be 
concerned for us. But when we truly repent, what glad-

ness there is in the heart of God Himself-not only with 
the angels but "in the presence of the angels of God". 

I wonder if there is something else here? In that 
story to which I referred Dives saw Lazarus in Abraham's 
bosom. He identified Abraham, and he identified 
Lazarus. I wonder if the spirits of just men. made per
fect do ever join with the angels iri their con~ern for 
our welfare? I wonder if, when a prayer is answered 
and a sinner is saved, when a man repents, and some
body who had long desired that repentance is in the glory 
-I wonder if there is not gladness "in the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn that are written in 
heaven"? I do not believe they have to wait until by 
and by. I cannot beLieve that those who have left us are 
shut out from all knowledge of mundane affairs. 

There is "joy in the presence of the angels of God". 
because one sinner. repents, for that ensures ultimate re
covery. Repentance is the work of the Spirit of God. 
It is said of our risen Lord: "Him hath God exalted with 

. his right hand to be a Ptince and a Saviour, for to give 
.repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." When 
He Jets His lUght shine, repentance is the issue, repent
anceis the invariable result. It is the' beginning of the 

. work of God. It is like one watching through a glass. 
He sees that man yonder loOoking for the lost sheep. He 
sees him going roundabout, skirting the edge of the pre
cipice Ul1til he comes at last to some particularly danger
ous spot. The poor silly sheep is almost over the edge 
-the!} the watcher sees the strong arm of the shepherd 
reach out for the sheep, lay crt upon his shoulders, and 
bear it back to safety. I can imagine the watcher crying, 
"He has hini. He has not brought him home yet, but 
he will." "The counsel of His grace in me He surely 
will fulfil." 

Did we not sing it this evening in both those hymns?
"'Twas grace that brought ille safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home." 

And in the other: 
"Grace taught my soul to pray, 

And made mine eyes. o'erflow; 
'Twas grace which kept me to this day, 

And will not let me go." 

I will tell you why I am a Christian. 'It is not because 
I wanted to be, nor because I did anything toward it; 
but because . GoOd in His sovereign grace saved me, .and 
because throug;h the years He has sovereignly kept me
and would not let me go. The ang;els rejoice because 
they know that when God begins a work He always com
pletes it. Though we may wander far, at last He brings 

'us home. 
Shall we join the angels to-night? I am not going to 

talk to you about joining. the chu·rch only, I. exhort you 
to join the angel&. I am not going to ask you to join 
the choir, a}though that would be a fine thing if you are 
a Christian and can sing. . . But I offer you a higher 
honour than that: join the angels; find your joy where 
they find theirs. If there is anybody here to-night who 
came into this building 011t of harmony with God, un
saved, uncleansed, I beseech you in Christ's stead be ye 
reconciled to God, be ye attuned to the divine will so 
that you can sing in. harmony with the angels. 

\iVill you come? Will Y011 come this evening? 
(Eight confessed Christ by' coming forward in f'esponse 

to tile a.ppeal.) 
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AN ARMY ON THE MARCH. 
A -Lecture' by Dr. T. T. Shields. " 

Delivered in Jar~is St.reet Baptist Church, TOJ;onto, 
, Thursday Evening, February 25th, 1932. 

(:Stenographically Reported) 

Si:r·teenth in a Series of Thu:';sday Evening Lectures on 
Biblical T}teolog'y, 'which are included i.n the . 

Curriculum of Toronto Bapt'ist Semina.r),. 
Lecture Text: Numbers, Chapters One to Four. 

\Ve begin this evening our study Qf the book o,f Nu~
bers. "The fourth book of Moses is so, called b!!cause It 
is occupied, in large' part, with numbers. The opening 
chapters constitute a record of .the divine census-at least, 
a' census of the people taken by divine direction. ' 

It ,is sometimes said'that figures cannot lie, but they can 
be very successfully twisted so as to convey an impression 
opposite to that, of the truth. When the Lord counts, 
however, or superintends the COtuit, we may be sure of its 
accuracy. "The Lord shall count, ·when he writeth up 
the people.", Our Lord said, '''The very hairs of your 
head are all numbered." I 

It is 'very difficult to understand just what a million 
represents,--or a hundred million, or a billion I· It is almost 
beyond our comprehension, because our minds are finite. 
I suppose these great figures can be worked out on paper, 
hut even the mathemarician is''5carcely able to comprehend 
sucH vast numbers. But with the Infinite it is different. 
The Shepherd of Israel numbers His sheep. 'He takes 
account of them. In one of His parables the Lord spoke ; 
of the man who had a hundred sheep, and though he had 
so' many,. when one, went astray' it was' missed. 

It is very easy fDr us to be lost in a c.rowd. I s'upi)()sc 
'few of us like to be numbered, and tagged, and named. 
Because we live in a little world of our own of which we 
feel we are a fairly important member, it is rather hum
il~ating sometimes to discover ,how small a place we oc
cupy in the world at large. It is very easy in a church 
for one to be lost in a crowd. ' 

The mere suggC7stion that the people of God' were 
counted is, in itseJ.f, of value to us. Before God, we al
ways count for one. \Ve are never lost in the multitude'. 
God deals with individuals, not., with crowds. "So then 
eVeryone of us shall give account of himself to GoOd." 

Great criminals often choose the city dn which to hide. 
and the la·rger the city the more secure they feel. In a 
~mall place, where every.body is known, a strang~r is read
dy recogn,ized, and, is in danger of being identi·fied. But 
if he c~n g.et w~ere the great crowds 'are he may success
fully dlsgmse himself, and he lost. Not sO'in our relation 
to God: everyone is counted. You remember how when 
the disoiples returned to the Lord and said that e~en the 
~evils ~ere' sub) ~ct ;tD th~m t?r~)tlgh His name, He replied, 

N<;,hvlthstandlng 111 thiS rejOice not, that the spirits are 
subject. unto. you; but rather rejoice, because your names 
arc written 111 heaven." 
, There is a great deal in the Bible about the bopks which 
God ~eeps, the re<;ords which ,a·re there. Job found com
fort In .the refl.ecb~n, "My Wlitness is in heaven, and my 
record IS on high. He believed that his name was in
clud~d in the book of .numbers up yonder, and that a 
gr1l;clOus God would kindly view the record tha't was 
wrItten there. ' ' 

The:e are people who try to pJ:"od~ce a boo~ of numbers 
,:)f their own. I suggest to you yoOung preachers that you 

be careful 'how you count-especially how you count con
gregations. I used to' know a man who had a faculty ,of 
enlarging ~ny churoh he served. That is to say,"it doubled 
its 'capacity over night when he became pastor. Flifty was 
a crowd, and two or three hundred would be a thousand. 

I read one day of a great tabernacle that was being at
tended by five thousand people. I happened to be in the 
town afterward) and did a bit of investigating. When I 
am not 011 wheels 'I carry a walking-stick, which is ex-

. actly' thirtY-'six inches long.' Architects allow ei~teen 
inches per person when estimating the seating capacity of. 
a ,building. N oIbody 'can sit in tqat' space unless he putS 
his arms out of the way. Of course, if the people are" 
very affectionate, and sit clDse together, it might he done. 
But, as a' matter of fact, it takes much more" space' than 
that to accommodate little people-and some of us require 
very much more. ' In order to be fruir, I'took the aropitects' 
estimate, and covered the seats. I found, by putting ·two 
people in the aisle, one at' the end of each seat in every 
aisle, arid packing the platform so that the feet of those 
who sat in the outside row wDuld almost hang over-I 
found, by such squeezing, the building might accommo
date. two thousand 1 

That is 110t unusual. The capacity of Massey Hall is 
sometimes estimated at five thousand. Its actual capacity 
is three thousand. I remember asking a deacon of this 
church, 'who had been a member 'of the church when th'is 
building was erected, and knew all about it, how many it 
would seat. He looked about and said, "'Three thousand." 
One of the outstanding preachers of America, of whose 
great crowds I had oftef!. heard-he was not an American, 
strictly speaking, but a Canadian----once called upon me 
here, and came into the auditorium. Standing on the plat
form, I said, "How many does it seat?" The preacher 
(he had ,been thirty years ,in the 'ministry) said, "About 
three thousand." 

To make sure, I had it measured one day-not with a 
rule, but with four people, myself being one. We sat oyer 
half the building. It was quite an undertaking, but I 
wanted toO 'be accurate; and we found it seats ex~ctly 
fourteen hundred and ninety-six people-not fifteen hun-
dred, but four short of it. ' 

1 say that to you merely to illustrate how utterly un
reliable the average estimate of a cro-wd is., Unless it has 
actually been counted, one 'Cannot very often rely upon it. 
Even if you have a building like this to look full, it is 
probably only half full, because people make a checker 
board· of themselves-not so much now as when the ladies 
wore big hats; then it was nece$sary in order to see the 
s~a'ker. , 

In our ,rel!ltionship to God we deal with One Who 
knows nothing about exaggeration; a God of truth, and 
without iniquity, just and righ,t, is He. He knows how 
to count the people. 

There may have been several reasons for the writing of 
the book of Numbers in the first instance. You WliII'recall 
t!hat long before God had said to Abraham that He ,would 
multiply his seed as'the stars of heaven; He promised 
Abraham that he would make him a crowd. You remem
ber that great woOrd in the New Testament, "Therefore 
sprang there even of' one, and him as good a!S dead, so 
inany as the stars of, the sky in multitude, and as the sand 
which is by the seashore innumerable." You will recall 
that, when many years had passed~ and the one had been . 
multiplied, when the sons of Jacob went down into Egypt, 
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there were altDgether SDme seventy-five SDuls. Part.!>f 
the fDur :hundred years had already passed, and PO~slbly 
f.rDm .the time the seventy-five went intO' Egypt until the 
time this reckDnirig was taken, ,'SDmething Dver, two hun
dred years had elapsed, perhaps twO' hundred and ,fifteen 
Dr twO' hundred and twenty years. The seventy-five have 
now becDme a great multitude. 

It is nDthing for GDd to' save by many. Dr by few, but 
He can make Dne to' becDme a multitude. And in the 
reckDning Df Dur spiritual mer<;ies, and Df the. fruits Df ' 
our labour as Christian men and WDmen, the all-Important 
obnsideration [S that we shDuld be like Albraham and 
believe God. Though ~e may be small 'and few! and ,?e 
but as Dne, and him as good as dead, yet the bme wll1 
CDme when as the fruit Df Dur labDur, a bDDk Df numbers 
may nt;ed t~ be written. 

Special directions were given that Dnly those whO' could 
bears arms were to be counted,-nDt the women and 
~hildren, nDr yet the'aged and infirm, but thDse whO' were 
Df twenty years old and upwards whO' were fit fDr war. 
What a remarkable estimatiDn that is! ReligiDus bodies 
are very fDnd Df repDrts. I rein ember when AssDciamDns 
and CDnventiDns were a nightmare to' me. They: are nDt 
exactly. a delightful' dream even yet!' But annually, 
religiDus bDdies take aCCDUt;tt of their prDgress, and they 
reckon things: up. 
, There -are many ministers whO' dO' nDt like to' reyise 

the church ,rDll: They like to' have a real "bODk Df num
bers" all their Dwn .. 'The boDk Df Numbers, in th~ir case, 
is nDthing more than a bDDk Df ~aIl1es. There was a 
church Df ancient time at Sardis, and it app'ears frDm the 
bDDk Df RevelatiDn that the divine ChrDnicler cDmpared 
the' earthly recOrd with the heavenly rDll. When He put 
the rDll-bDDk at 'the' church Df Sardis dDwn b~side His 
rDll-hDDk He said,' "Y DU have a few names down there 
that I have up here--thDu hast a few names even in Sardis 
which have nDt defiled their ~rments; and they shall 
walk with me in ,white: for they are worthy." How 
would you like God to' revise your church-roll, an~ to 
reckDn up the 'names there, and determine what names 
Dlignt to be retained and what names deleted? 

If we do reckon, hDW shall we number ourselves? 
Years ago t ,attended a ,Baptist Association when the 
church letters were read. The membership of the 
clIurches was usually classified in the letter-form as CDn
sisting of so many "resident" and so many "non-resident" 
members. There was one pastDr present who was rather 
a peculiar m~n. I recall that he was very small of stature. 
.I ShDUld fancy Zaccheus could have 10Dked over his head! 
He had an Driginal streak in him, and when the letter 
from his church was read the reader 'explained that the 
jetter-form had been changed. The Associational letter
form had two cDlumns and a place for the'total. The two 
columns were headed, "Resident" and "Non-resident". 
This .pastor had crDssed DUt the heading and substituted 
the words, "Effective" and. "Non-effective". That was 
ratl:ter a' gDod classification. What standard Df estimation 

,he employed, I do not knDw. 
I wDnder hDW SDme churches would IDOk on paper if 

their membership were analyzed after that fashiDn, and 
reported as consisting of so many "effective" members, 
and so many "'nDn-effective" ? I wDnder by what standard 
we should estimate church members? By their prayers? 
By their glifts? By their attendance at the Lord's hDuse? 

Or by their general influence and effectiveness as faithful 
witnesses of Jesus Christ? . • 
\ However, t~e Lord did make a difference in this chur~ 
letter. He saId, "Count only those who are fit for war. ' 
That would be rather a gDod classification for church' 
members, those who are fit for war. That does not mean, 
fit for a quarrel. There are many people fit for a quarrel. 
It dDes not mean those 'who have proud, flesh, and are 
always getting hurt! It ~eans those who, like David's 
men, are really "fit fDr the .battle". I wDnder how many 
of us would be included in the "fit" ones? Thus were 
they numbered here, 'l'Every male frDm twenty years old 
and upward, all that were able "to go fDrth to war." 

There is a great deal in this bDOk of Numbers, many 
suggestiDns Df great practical value. 

The children of Israel were reckoned according to' their 
tribes. The seventy-five, in the ,course of the two hun
drd and fifteen or two hundred and twenty years, had 
grown to be a multi-tude of more than six hundred thous
and fighting men: "Even all they that were numbered 
were six hundred thousand and three thDusand and five 
hundred and fifty." The Dne man, who had been "as 

, gD9q as dead", had, b,ecome thousands by the blessing of 
God, the father of a grea,t cDmpany of peDple, which, with 
WDmen, children, and Dlder people included, must have. 
been far in excess of a milliDn souls, .jf 'Such balance as 
nDW Dbtains obtained in that case. 

Perhaps it was part Df GDd's plan that at this stage it 
should be shDwn that His purpDse was operating, and 
that He wa:s fulfilling to' His servant the word "upon 
which he had 'caused him to llope". No doubt He has a 
plan in relation to' His ancient peDple still. And there 
is tbat larger sp.jritual significance Df the promise which 
is set forth SO' clearly in the book Df 9alatians, that those 
who' believe ,are the children of Abraham: "KnDw ye 
therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children Df Abraham." The seer, in the end of the Book, 
saw a great multitude which no man CDuid number. Do 
nDt forget that-nO' man could num'ber them, but God 
could number them. ALthough it was a multitude which 
was beYDnd the human mind to' estimate, not one of all 
of them was lDst in the divine reckoning. 

I W1ish you would 'study these dry chapters, and study 
them very carefully. We live in a day-and it may seem 
to' be rather aside from the subject before us, and yet I 
think, in principle, it is germane-we live in a day when 
peDple are· disposed to under-estimate the impDrtance of 
,the church. I grant YDU it is true that life organizes itself, 
imd that we must be more concerned for the life than the 
ranment; but I remind you also that' the spirit must have 
a body in which to express itself. And even spirit1;1al 
wDrk needs to .be properly ordered and thorDughly 
organized. 

If YDU want to know sDmething abDut the principles of 
church management, and of the necessity of a perfectly 
articulated Drganization, study the bODk Df ~ umlhers. Here 
was a great army. on the march, and the census ,was ta:ken 
by tribes,' according to their families. A captain of each 
tribe was divinely appDinted. I wonder were any disap
pDinted because they were not apPDinted? They were 
not elected: they were appDinted by Heaven. They 
were selected by the LDrd. In the church it is SO' still: 
"God 'has set sO' me in the church, first apDstles, secDnd
arily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of ,healings, helps, governments, diversities of 
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torigues." God does it. He i!? the ·great Organizer. If 
He has made one of 1:1S ~o be a foot or an arm, why ~hould 
we desire to be the eye to see, or the hrain to command? 

The secret of happy living is to accept the position to 
which we are divinely ordained. That does not mean that 
w~ are to' fold our arms and say, "I am fit for nothing 
more than the humble form of service into which I stum
bled almost immediately after my conversion." The"' 
Christian life is to be a life of progress and advancement, 
but I remind you that the Lord's captains are divinely ap
pointed. Nor does the ,Lord ever make a mistake. ,He 
knows what is in us. And if we have it in us to do a 
piece of work for Him, and we .are at His disposal, we 
snaIl not be without our proper commission. We shall 
find our place in the plan of God as' we march from 
Egypt to Canaan. The officer of the King's army bears 
the King's commission'; and what we need, everyone of 
us, be it a high or a huinble stati.on, is to !be' divinely 
commissioned for our task: "How shall they preach ex
cept they be. sent?" \Vhether we he captain of one of 
the tribes, or but a lieutenant, or subaltern, or only a 
private in the. ranks, we shall be ,counted if we are really· 
among the Lord's elect. Let us be content wi,th' such 
things as we have, content with the position to which our 
capa!bilities naturally appoint us. 

The Levites were not counted first of all: "Only thou 
shalt not num'ber the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of 
them among the children of Israel." The Levites ·were a 
separate trihe, and they were to attend at the altar. Their 
special charge was the sanctuary, the tabernacle with all 
its furnishings: "Thou shalt appoint the Levites over the 
Tabern~cle of Te'stimony." For this they w;ere to to !be held 
responsIble. But the tribe of Levi was not included in 
the estimation of something over six hundred thousand 
men. They were th~ priestly tribe. They were, so to 
spea~, the soul of this national bOGY. "They were specially 
charged to lead ,the people in 'the worship ~f God. 

WJ1at typical sign~'fi!Cli,nce there is in th~t'I ,am not pre
pared ·to say,. But, m due c!)urse, after the twelve tribes 
ha.d been .!lumbered-for remember there were really 
thIrteen trIbes. When Joseph went down into Egypt he 
had two· sons. There was no tribe of Joseph but there 
was a tribe, of Ephraim, arid also one of M~nasseh so 
that there were twelve tribes independently' of Levi ~ho 
was set apart .for the ministry of the priesthood. 
, Then the prIests were to be counted, but not in the gen~ 
eral censu~; they were to be estimated quite apart. 
. At the time of the Great War the padres, in ,the estima

tion of some people, did not count for very much. Per
haps there was not very mucQ in some of them to count! 
I am strongly of that opinion, for I met s~me of them. 
B~t. those w~o are really given to .the Lord's service, the' 
sptrltual Levltes, those who have 'been born again those 
who are me.mbers of the ro:yal priest~0?rl, do reall~ count 
fa; somethmg, after all. m the dlvme estimation of 
thm~s .. Yes; I can quite ·believe that those who pray, 
those who move the arm of God, ar-e reckoned to be of 
great value in God's sight. . 
. \Vhile. only the males of twenty. y~ars and upward, fit 
for war, were first numbered, Moses was also commanded 
to number "all ,the firstborn males by the number of 
names, from a month old and 'upwal'd" The 1 f r d h . same regu
a IOn app Ie .to. t e Levites, for "the Lord spake 'unto 

M?ses m the "Y'llder~ess of Sinai, saying, Number die 
chIldren of LeVI after the hOl~se 0.£ their father!', by their 

," 

families: every male from a month old and upward shalt 
thou number them. And Moses numbered them accord
ing to the 'Word of the Lord, as he was commanded.'" • 

It is a singular thing tha.t while men were counted .fit " 
for. war at twenty and upwards, the. Levites were espe
cially numbered "from thirty years old and upward even 
unto fifty years old, everyone that came to do the ser-" 
vice of the ministry, and the service of the burden in 
the Tabernacle of the congregation." . That was, I sup
pose, about the age at which our Lord entered upon 'His 
public ministry. I suggest to you .young men that the 
ministry: is no sinecure. It is not something that re
quires only a little trairii.ng, or only a little ability: . . 

They used to say in England that if a man had severai 
sons he selected the cleverest of ,them ,for ,the law, with' 
a view to his graduation at last into political life. Or 
perhaps he might he set aside for the state quite ·inde
pendently of ,any legal training. Another, perhaps of 
equal cali,bre, was devoted to the profession of arms in 
the army or the navy. But if he had one who was a little 
below standarq,who was the dunce of the family, he was ' 
set aside for the church, for the ministry! We have all 
seen ministers who may be presumed to have been se-
lected on that principle. . . . 

If yoti are really to count for anything in the ser.vj.c~ 
of God, . look upon yo~r t~sk as a big jdb. The w0rk of 
the Levltes was not reckoned to be inferior to the work 

, of t~ose who were aib.le to bear arms. Apparently .it 
reqUIred a l~rger experIence, and a maturer judgment, in 
order effectIvely to serve the Lord as a Levite than to 

. serve Him in, the army. : .'. 
When they were thus numbered -the twelve tribes 

were divided into four groups for the purpose of the 
camps; north, south, eqst, and west. One was named as 
the principal, and other trib~s were aSs9ciated with 'hi~: 
On the east side, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulon' on~"the 
south side, Reubep, Simeon and Gad: on' the 'w~st 
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin' 'on. the ':~6rti';' 
Da~, Asher and N aphtali. . Right: in :the centre of 
the camp, surrounded .by all. these Ibrethren who could 
bear arms, was' the tabernacle of the. congregation : ~~d 
the ,camp. of the Levites: "Then the trubernacle' of . the 
con~reg~tlOn sh~ll set forward with the camp of the 
Levltes 11'1 the' midst of the ;camp." As they 'Went on the 
march, two' of these groups, headed respect~y'ely :by Judah 
~nd Reu.ben,pFeceded; then came the tribe 0'£ Levi bear
mg th.e !aJbemacl~. with al~ its furnishings;. then. came 
EphraIm s group m the. thud rank," while Dan aud .his 
group were commanded to '~go' hindmost with their 
standards. " . . . '. ' . . 

I ?o not :want to introduce anything especiaJly seC~lar', 
~ut It has .I~S lesson. I never attended a circus in my 
hfe, 'but I w,lll tell,You 'What ~ have done: I have g~ne at 
one or two.o clock m the .m~rnlng to see a cir·clls pack up. I 
~onfess ~ Itk~ to see a. bIg Job done. with ease and precis~ 
1{~11. It IS a JOY always to see any 'w:orkman who knows 
hIS tas~, 1- care ~ot what it is-if it be a ploughman 
pl?ughmg a. straIght furrow; or a man who cannot sa 
WIth theOunJust stew~l.r{1., "I cannot dig," hut rather on~ 
w~o kt,tows how t9 ?Ig, how to ,use his tools;'a woodman 
With hl~ axe; a carpenter with his' tools; a jeweller at .his . 
bench; a la'Yyer before the bar; a salesman behind. the 
counter-I Itk~ to see a man do his job well. . 

I ~a~e met men who were so skilled in. saJesmanshi 
that, It was fortunate for me I had not much in ' p 
pockets-I should hav«:! given it aU to them before I ;:;, 

, . 
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out of the store. But it is an inspiratiDn to see a man 
doing a' piece of wOt;k. skilful.ly-ox: a. woman either. Do 
not rUn away witH" the i:de~i' that.a woman does not re
quire skill. I used to be instructed, if I took a t091 from 
a ,certain place, to put it back where I found it. I never 
cDuld see, as a bDY, why I was especially enjoined to put. 
a thing, back. But how was anyone else. who required 
that tool to know where to find it if I were allowed to. 
drop it where I finished using it? If I failed ,to replace 
it, no one else was allowed to touch it. I was sent for, 
and required to cart it 'hack I 

I remarked to a friend only this afternoon that my 
books seem destitute Df a homing pigeDn's instinct! They 
certainly do not come,home of theri1selves, and I'have to 
mck my brains to remember to whpm I lent them. Books 
and umbrellas do. not come back of themselves. In· an 
organized camp .T udah, Reuben, Ephraim, Dan, and all 
the others, must each take his proper place. 

But now to my circus story. I saw that circus, at one 
or two o'clDck in the morning, in a part of the city sur
rounded by houses where people were sleeping, "fold 
their tents like the Arabs and silently steal away.", Even 
the lightest sleeper could have slept 'through. There was 
no. noise. Every man had his work; every man knew how 
to do it, and when to do it. And after seeing that enor~ 
mDUS organizatiDn spread itself over what seemed to be 
acres, and then, without waking anyone, pack up and get 
away on a train, and be at a city hundreds of miles away· 
ready for the next day's performance, I said, "I ought 
to 'he ashamed of myself that I should need half an hour 
to pack my grip. 

But here is organization of the highest kind,-and re
member, this was an army on the march. They were 
moving. all the time. Every man had a job; every man 
knew how to do -it-and every man did it. 

Then, in YDur experience as pastors, and you ladies as 
missiDnaries and mission workers, you will find the need 
of organization, of ordering your work. It is very, very, 
easy to get into a tangle .. Do. you know wha-t a really 
educated man is? A man with an organized mind .. Mr. 
Spurgeon once said, in effect, that in the beginning of 
his ca,reer, as a very young minister, he threw everything 
he gathered in gloriDus, confusion into his mind~ and that 
sometime~ he found it difficu}t to get it out again. But 
he soon learned that he must organize his mind, and he 
said 'he developed a sort of mental pi'geon-hole system, so. 
that he could put t?ings away where' he wanted them; 
then they were at hIS command. . . 
. I have known some people who are always:writing. I 

knew a man .who made so many 'notes I ~hould think he 
wou~d ,have needed a small wagon to carry around his 
nDte:-hooks, -for: he never listened to a speaker without 
making notes.' What he did with them I do not know, 
but I know what I should .have done with them: I should 
have forgotten them! What good are, nDtes if thev are 
at home on the study table? Store your mind' with -notes 
-and YDU can carry them with you, and your library 
too., Books on shelves will not be of much; use to you 
w?en you, are a~ay from home. . Organize your own 
,mmd, and you 'WIll be 'a!ble to orgamze your own "church. 

I, w~nt into a minist~r:s stu~y. once;, He was an expert, 
acc~rdmg to Dr. NOrriS defimtl~~: An expert is a very 
?rdmary ma!1 away from home! This man was very 
Important away from horne, but not very imp,?rtant at , 
home. He preached to a handful of people in the heart 

of a great city. Well, I went into'ms study. He had a 
rol1-to~ desk, and it reminded me of a visit '1 once paid 
to the house of an old bachelor who boiled a pot of pota
toes once a week, and warmed them every day. The pota
toes were burned all around, with 'a hole in the centre 
where he had been ,digging out his supply each day. That 
man's desk looked like that pot of pqtatoes., It was piled 
up with papers of all sorts, and' his only concern sf!emed 
to, ,be that he have room enough to write a letter. 

A man who cannot keep a room in order decently is not 
likely to order anything. There is no excuse for people 
being as slovenly as that. I was almost 'going to tell you 
where that man lived. But he was invited to the United 
States. They had heard so much a~ut him they invited 
him to preach in a very importaI).t pulpit. I have occupied 
it myself! But in those days.it was looked upon as a 
very important metropolitan pulpit. It had, at that time, 
just ,been vacated by a world-famous preacher. This man 
who was undoubtedly a good preacher went there for a 
Sunday, but the people bowed their heads and said, "No! 
No! No! We do not want that man for a pastor. He 
is a good preacher, and he may be a great scholar, but 
we do not want 'him." Do you know why they would not 
look at him as a prospective pastor? Because he was 
slovenly, utterly untidy. He made one feel ,like taking 
his coat off and sending it to the cleaner's. They said, 
"We should be ashamed of him." . 

Read these chapters and see how every provision, was 
made for perfect order, tidiness, and cleanlri.ness, about 
the camp. Christian men and women ought to give 
attention to these little details. 

Somewhere I have read of a company of Greeks pre
paring for the battle. They wore long hair, and they 
were observed ,carefully combing their hair, and making 
themselves loo,k fit,-spick and span. One of the officers 
pf the other camp observea. them from a point of van
tage, and said, "'They are a company of vain men~"; but 
the general said, "Not so, sire; men who. are at such 
pains to make themselves presentable wlill not lightly bow 
their necks." 

It is no' sign of superiority to be utterly careless of 
these little things. 

As the camp itself was organized, so were the Levites. 
There were three leading families, the families of Kohath, 
Gershon, and Merari. There weJ;e the Kohathites, the 
Gershonites, and the Merarites, three companies; and 
eoch was assrigned his task. In the third chapter begin
ning at the fourteenth verse we have the record. The 
various parts of the tabernacle< were assigned to th~se 
three families. We shall :see in a later studv that 'some 
of them were given wagons in whioh to carry. their bur
dens. One of these sections was allowed no wagons at 
all. It was the .burden o.f Kohath. It was his part to 
bear it upon his 'Sqoulder. As they were about to move, 
when the tabernacle was. being taken down, Moses and 
Aaron, the families of the high priest, were required to 
supervise tit, and to throw a covering of badger skin over 
the ark, and over all the furniture of the Holy of Holies, 
that no man might look upon it and die. When thus it 
ha4 been prepared, to each one was assigned his particular 
burden: the ark, the golden altar of incense, the boards, 
the hangings; and so the whole tabernacle was di~ided 

(Continued on page II) 
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Lesson 12 March 20th, 1932 
FIRST QUARTER •. 

God", and typified our Lord as rthe 
Bread of life upon Whom Hi-s 'People 
feed, (JQhn 6:~85). There is a il'esem
bla·nce in ,lihese c·akes to the meal offer
ing previously studied, (2U16), typical 
of our tord in the perfect presentation 
of His works un·to ·the Flather, and of 
the acceptanoe of His people in this re
speCit in Him. Certain details are ,given 
in reference to this 'bread. 'First, in 

THE DARKNESS BEFORE THE relation to the ingredients contained 
DAWN. therein. These were fine flour, "two 

Lesson Text: Leviticus, c~pter 24. tenth dea:ls" in one cake, or thirteen and 
Golden Text: "In him was life; and the a half pounds' weight ea:cih, and oil, a.nd 

lif~ was the light of men. And the salt, (21:13: I IChl'on. 9:·29). 'SecQnd, 
light shineth in darkness; and the the manner 1)f their presentati,on befo['e 
darkness comprehended it not." the Lord. They were set out in two 
Jio:hn 1:4, 5. roows, six in a row, U'Pon the table bef.ore 

the Lord, "one I·oaf for each tribe of 
Daily Bible Readings. Isr~el" sig.rrlfying the collective pre-

Monday-Psa:lm :L19:105-120. sentation of the mea·l offering unto· the 
Tuesday-Matt. 12:2'2-·32. Lorn, as previously the individual aspeCit 
Wednesday-Neh. '10:28~39. had been emphasized, with the further 
Thursday-I Tim. 1:11~20. addition that this was the continual pl'e-
Friday--Matt. 26:59-68. senta.tion, typifying the fact of Qur 
Saturday-Jer. 31:13rt.-40. . Lord's presentl,litIon of His wOl"k on be

half of His people coHectively. Third, 
I. THE OIL, (vs. 1-4). the use ·of frankincense, which, ibeing 

The connection between this chapter burnt, gave the name to i,t, "an offering 
and the previous one is not quite clea.r, made by fire unto the Lord", the same 
unless it .be in Telation to the harvest reminding us of 'Prayer, (Ps. 14'1:2), 
di;rections. Instructions had beenl given which occupied such a lar,ge part of our 
regarding the presentation of the first Lord's life, (Luke 6:12; John 17:1-26), 
fruits unto the Lorn, and now a par- and 'is still used by Him, (Heb. 7:2'5). 
ticular p8l't of ·the harvest must be given In the fourth 'Place instruction is given 
for the use of the lamps in the holy place. concer.ning the disposal of the bread. 
In our study of the tabe>rn.aclEl, (Ex. 25), Af.ter lying on tlhe table for a week, 
certain things weil."e noted in relation Aaron and his sons were to ea.t it In· 
thereto. These ~may again be ·stated the holy place. It was holy bread, made, 
wi·th the addition of any parti-cular phase in all probability, without leaven. and 
of truth which may arise in this section. thus typical, as we have ·s·een, of our 
Certain things stand out here. First, 'it Lord. Note the privilege -of the priests 
was the duty ·of the children of Israel to of 'God· ,then a.nd n()w in the s·piritual 
provide the ·oil. The priests alone sphere, the nece'ssity for spiritual food 
ministered at the lamps, but the people on the part of all saints, and ·explain 
as a whole gave the oil. It was part. how to feed ·on Oh'rist, thr·ough his 
of ilheir 'offering to Jehov.a.h, and to that' word, meditation, and communion, 
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reason, and proba.bly this y-outh whose 
father was an Egyptian, while his 
mother was an Israelite, tho\lJgh~ lIlo heap 
the greatest insult upon his opponent iby 
cursing that which he reverenced most 
highly. The offence was committed de
l~berately, and in the midst -of the camp, 
a.nd on account ,of its nature required 
immediate a.ttenti()u. . 

It is to ,be noted with sadness that the 
same ,offence occurring ·in the ·present 
day would 'Il).ost 'likely be passed over 
with little or ·no attention paid to it. 
In the third c·ommandment tlhe Israelites' 
were forbidden to take the name of the 
Lord in vain, (Ex. '20:7), a part ·of the 
law stilI binding on men, yet how fre
quently. the Lord's name' is used in a 
disrespectful manner! In .some homes 
the only time the Lorn's name is used 
is in an .oath, and many children are 
broug.ht ~p to lihink of 'God's name in 
this connection. It was at ·one tIme 
}oooked"upon as ·an offence to .blas·pheme 
the naIp.e of God, and men were punished 
for the same; but n;ow, although the 
law :relating ·to this is stiU on the 
statute book of some states, it is y.ery 
seldom put in 'operation, and men are 
more liable to ·cause tr.ouble for them
selves by speaking disrespectfully ot 
king, president, or flag, than by blas
pheming the name of God. Ghristiaris 
should ·by attitude, aClt, ·and word, seek 
to inculcate reverence :fior God on the 
part of young and old. Disrespect for 
His name shows diso'bedience to His will, 
and Ieads to .g;rave con'sequences. . 

extent they all had a .part in the ai.ght
ing of the h-oly Iplace. Second, the ·oil 
must 'be pure,. free from alI im'Purities, 
and beaten, that is, "not extra.cted by 
heat and pressure, as are infe·rior .grades, 
but simply by 'beating and macerating 
the olives with .water-a 'process which 
gives the very 'best", implying ·that ·in 
God's service only the ,best was accept
able. Third, the purpose f.or which the 
oil was to be used is stated. It was 
·"to cause the lamps to burn corvtinual
ly". It was to ·give light in the 'holy 
place. Ty.pically the light 'S'Peaks to us 
of our ·Lo'l"d Who is the 'Light of the 
world, (John 1:9) in Whom His'people 
Sohine as lights, (Matt. 5:14: 'Phil. 2:15), 
the oil symibolizing the Holy SpiIjt Who 
Wl'ought in 'Christ, (Matt. 4:1),. and noiW 
works in H;is sairvts, (I Cor. 6:119). Note 
the ,blessing of light for health, pleasure, 
and guidance; its necessity for life, the 
goodness of God in ·supplying it, and 
the privilege and responsIbility .of the 

The Iblas·phemer in the camp ·m Israel 
was arrested immediately after his 
offence and ·p~ced in ward until the 
mind lof !the Lord might ,be made known 
concerning him, ·(v. 12). This enUght
enment was not long in forlihcoming, 
and the command was given to "take 
the Qffender without the camp, a.nd let 
aLl that heard him lay their hands'upon 
his head, and let all the .congregati-on . 

III. THE CASE OF BLASPHEMY, (vs. stone him", (v. 14). This emphasizes 
10-23). the serious natm·e ·of the offence in God's 

. child -of God in permitting its m8lllifesta-
tion in the spiritual realm. ' 
II. THE SHEWBREAD, (vs. 5-9). 

The table of shewbread' iWas one of 
the three ar·ticles ·of furniture in the 
l},oly place, (iEx. 40:22), and upon it were 
placed, "·before the Lorn", the twelve 
cakes referred to in our less-on. The 
cakes were knoQwn as "shewbread" or 
"bread of the face" or ."presence of 

The incident recorded' in these verses sight, the acti()n of the people denoting 
seems ali interjectIon wholly un connect- the legal .enactment -of the penalty. 
ed with preceding or succeeding 'l'Iecords, Stoning 'was a ·capital ·punishment in 
and ·one is apt to enquire as to lihe rea- Israel, and is ref·err·ed to as ibeing used 
son f-or its .Inclusion here. The simpl,!! on several ,0,ccasi.,Qns. The punishment 
answer may be that the incident oc- being settled, the second question re
curred just when this book was being lated to the applicabmty of the law unto 
written, a.nd so by M'oses was placed in the stranger in the cam'P, and the pl'in
the recol·d chronologically, and not in ciple is set forth that the . Jaw applies 
accordance wIth subject matter. Other equally to the stranger 'as to ,the one 
instan'Ces of thIs may be found thl'\ough- born in the land, (vs. 16, ~2). Such a 
out tlhe books -of the Pentateuch, the in- principle is in. vogue in all civiJlized 
formation concerning the .principle lands. AH who dwell in a land ·a.re suh
underlying this administration of the ject to the laws of the land wherein they 
law found at ·the end. of the chap'ter, d:w,ell, and if, as strangers, they do noQt 
(vs. 17-23), foHowing in.a natural ma.n- care for such laws, no one will seek to 
nero • .prevent their returning fl'om whence 

The comi.ng out of the mixed multi- .. they came. It is only the citizens· who 
tude with Israel from ~'gypt, (Ex. have the right to make the laws. Oom-
12:38) led, am()ng ·other things of /in munists of the foreign type Slh()uld note 
evil nature, to mixed marriages so often this. It should also ,be observed that 
c-ondemned in scripture, (IDeut. 7:'3; 2 it is the duty of all citizens to keep ,the 
Cor. 6:.14), because contra.ry ·to the rwill laws which they make. The concluding 
of Gild, and fruitful ()f sin and misery. verse of the chapter informs us of the 
The offspring ()f such' a marriage in the putting into operation of the law ·af 
inciqent herein recorded, stl'\ove with a God, (v. ~3). In Israel laws were not 
man of Isreal in the camp, and during for decorative pUl'lposes; they were 
the course of the struggle, ".blasphemed meant to be operated, and 1\"hen that 
the name of the Lord and cursed". It nation was ri~t with God, they did 
was not an uncommon' praCitice among operate, and beneficial effects followed. 
the ·Egytptians to ·curse their idols when When laws are not put into operatiQn, 
they became angry at them .for any lawlessness results, and crime inoreases. 
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PROVE ME~ Walsh, Otterville, Springford, Bro,wns- of several Sundays, returned to his pul
pit at ·Central on Sunday, February 28th. 
T·here were ,splendid congregations 
throughout the day and at the evening 
service seven came to' ,the LOIl'd. 

In days of stress, when men's hearts ville, Springfield, Shedden, Langton, 
everywhere are failing them for fear, Straffordville, South Midd,leton and 
and suspicion is param{)unt, it is a time Courtland. 
when saved men and women should The morning session opened with a 
demonstrate their confidence and dis- song service and a season of praye'r 
seminate the verities of the written with Rev. R. D. Guthrie, ,pasto't of tne '" '" '" '" 
Word. ' Courtland Regular Baptist Chur,eh, \ in KENORA. 

"Be 'kindly affectioned {)ne to another charge. Rev. H .. S. Bennett, pastor of T·hose wh.o attended the Missionary 
with .brotherly love; in honour :prefer- the Immanuel Regular Baptist Church, meeting held in the Jarvis Street.Church 
;ring one another; not slothful in' ibusi- Hamilton, was the s,peaker at the morn- on 'February 6th will remember that the 
ness; £:ervent in ila>irit; serving the Lord; ing session and dealt with Bi'ble Study Rev. E. E. Hooper, of Kenora, was pres
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; and Prayer. The afternoon session was ent, having motored from Kenora to To
continuing instant in prayer; distri!but- opened with a song service led 'by Rev. ronto, a distance "9f some eighteen hun
ing to the necessity ·of saints; given to W. N. Charlton and following this a dred miles. 'Such a journey in mid
hQS'pitality", is timely counsel for times few matter,s of business were attended winter was a thlrilling adventure and 
like these and Chris,tians should take to. It was announced that the next entailed a trip o;f seventy-five miles 
stook ·of themselves, if they are rtem;ptedi comerence w9'uld 'be "held the second across a frozen lake ,but the travellers 
to fall into the "Slough of Desipond"t or Tuesday in April and would meet with' reached Toronto with but 'a few frost 
are failing to rejoice in the hope which the Central Reg.ular Baptist Church, bites as mementos of their long trip. 
is theirs. London. In. the month. of 'May, the After a day or so in Toronto, the Il'e-

While it is certainly sad to note the ·conference WIll ibe held at Hespeler. ·turn journey was started in' the small 
broadcast lack of earnestness and lack After th!lse matters of business had 'been coupe, the first day of the trip they went 
. of conscientious striving for the things dealt .~lth, Pastor Leande! Roblin, .of only as far as'London, Ontwrio, where Mr. 
o'f the Lord among even those :who ,bear OttervIlle, brought a r()usmg mes,sage HODPer's parents reside; then on Sun
the name of Christian, we should praise from E'phesians, chapter two, which was "day. February 7th Mr. H()o;per supplied 
God that as a Union of churches, we delivered in ·the power of the Spirit. A at the Chatham R~gulwr Baptist Chureh. 
stand for better things. We would not time of prayer, praise and testim·ony From 'Chatham down through· the States 
forget our many sho'rt-comings and our f.oHowed and many witnessed to the good- to Minneapolis and nearing the 'border, 
too careless attitude toward our ,obliga- ness and faithfulness of God. the journey was uneventful and Mr. 
tions and our ·oft-timeli! indifference, nor The evening ·sessio·n ·crowned the happy Hooper telegraphed Kenora that .he 
our need to ,continually call upon the day. Rev. J. K. YaUand, of Springfield, would Ibe home to take'the evening ser
Lord f·or guidance, but when churches read the scriptu're message, Rev. C. J .. vice on Sunday, February 21st. The 

. called by the honored name of Baptist Loney, president ·of the Union, led· in congregation assembled 'but. the Pastor 
have f·allen to such a state ,that they prayer, and Rev. W. E, Atkins'on, sec- did not ·come for the service, nor was 
ijave for teachers in their Sunday ISchools retary-treasurer of the. Union, delivered any word received fr·om him on Moonday 
young women who smoke, whose very the -messa,ge from James 2:19-"Thou or Tuesday .. ·One can imagine how 
appearance is grotesque 'because of believest that there is ·0t;le God; thou anxious his people were and distuI'lbing 
plucked oye'brows, carmined lips and doest well: the devi'ls also believe and rumors reached Tor-onto tHrough a 
rouged cheeks. we thank' the Lord that tremble". Mr. Atkins·on's address was radio .broadcast telling 'Of the grave fears 
the controversy separated us and that a powerful expositi0t:t 'of the. word of for the welfare of Mr. H()oper and his 
these fruits of modernism are not God. travelling companion, Mr. Nelson. United 
tolerated in our Union Regular -Baptist '" '" '" '" States planes were finally authOll'ized to 
churches, endeavor to locate the travellers and, to 

The souls of men and women, boys ESSEX. add to the anxiety of those awaiting 
and ,girls, are precious beyond price, we The Essex Regular Baptist 'Church "is some word, the planes first of all :f.ound 
are in the business of making the Saviour looking forward to welcoming their new the abandoned car. La.ter ,Mr. Hooper and 
known to them and 'in these days the Pastor, Mr. J. Fullard, very ,shortly. His Mr. Nelson were found, safely housed 
testimony of the Union o.f Regular Bap- ministr,y in their midst 'begins on ,Sun- with s·ome fishermen. :Mr. Hooper's 
tist Churches of Ontario and Quebec is day, March 6th. story is as follows: 
sorely needed. . '" 1i' '" '" "Weare :back in K-enora, .but our trip 

'Let us hring all the tithes into the was rather a hazardous one. We had 
storehollse and ·prove our God that -there YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT, no tr·ouble until we were alm'Ost to War-
may be indeed revival iblessing and may HILLCREST, TORONTO. road, Minmisota, (Warroad is on the 
we be faithful in intercession tha-t our On Friday evening, Febl'luary 26th, south end of the Lake of the Woods). 
testimony concerning the ScriptUres the Young People's Department of the There we had the misf.ortune to run 
may be kept clear. Hillcrest Reg'll'lar B8Iptist Church, To- into the ditch and ·our car turned turtle. 

'" '" '" '" ronto, pro,fited Iby an instructive message The deep snow saved hoth the car and 
on "Chur:ch Doctrine and' Government" its occupants from serious injury. We 

AN IMPRESSIVE COURTLAND CON _. delivered by Rev. Alex. T.homson, of the proceeded on our joonrney but had not 
F~RENCE. . Mount Pleasant 'Road Church. There 'g·on!3 very far, p'Q'ssibly twenty-five miles, 

-The Pastors' and Peo.ple's -Conference 
of the Hamilton, Brantford, London and 
St. ThOmas district met iIi Courtland 
on' Fe'bruary 16th. The enterbaining 
church, meeting in -the Town Hall. ex
tended wonderful hospitality to the large 
gatftering and tlie -times of fellowshiil 
enjoyed at the noon hour and at the 
evening meal were dl,llightful. Repre
!jlentatives were present from T'oronto, 
Hamilton, . Hespeler, Scotland, S!mcoe, 

was a ,goodly num'ber present and as when we ·burned out the co.ndenser. A 
they were counselled'to ,keep close to 'the truck which we were following and 
Book that they might avoid mistakes, whilch we had aided. earlier, undertook: 
the privi-Iege ·of these young people under to tow us but we finally had to' a:b~ndon . 
such instruction was realized and the the car and go on with" the truck to the 
message was coveted for all Young Pe'o- first bit of civilization we could ,find. It 
pIe's societies throughout ·the churches ha..ppened to. ,be a fishing shaock and ihere 
of the Union, were two men, It was' three o'clock in 

'" '" '" '" the morning when we arrived. .but the 

I 
men got us something hot to drink and 

CENTRA~, LONDON. . gladly sacrificed -their beds to /Us. My, 
:Rev. J~\l1'es M;cGmlay, after an absence hut we were t~red and slept for eight 
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hours. We then ,began to think about 
the car. T,he truck continued on its 
journey to Oak Island, also' an isol~ted 
settlement, and we· had no commUnIca
tion with the outside world. 

"We had some time locating the car. 
It required a twelve-mile tramp through 
the snow, and when we found it, we suc
ceeded in getting it started and by c'oax
in'g it brought it a couple of miles near
er to. the camp. We had to leave it again 
and go ba'ck on Tuesday when we were 
successful in bringing it 'still clos·e·r. 

"W'hile at the fis,herman's shack, we 
listened to a message Ibroadcast from 
Station CKY, Winnipeg, which .stated 
that we were missing and that fears were 
held for -our safety. It was tantalizing 
to hear stiCh aomessage and riot- 'be a1ble 
to advise that we were, safe. After the 
radio messa-ge, two planes were author
ized. to search for us, for ,by this thnie 
most peo.ple believed we were dead. The 
planes first located the ear !!ond later they 
found us. W,hat a relief it was to be able 
to notify Kenora. They ce'rtainly went 
to a great deal of ex·pense and trouble on 
our acco.unt. Two trucks came all the 
way from ~enora to. tow us back and it 
took fo.urteen ho.urs' ,continuous driving to 
make the trip. Vf e arrived. in Keno;ra 
rather exhausted Ibut ·praising the Lord 
for a saie return." . 

... ... ... ... 
MINER'S BAY. 

Pastor Boo.mer writes, "Praise· the 
Lo.rd with us for the veritwble s1>iritual 
cloudburst ·that has come to us at Miner's 
Bay. On February 12th, our .first service 
in the community nortli ,of Kinmount was 
a singularly Ible·ssed one: I know that in 
Jarvis Street and ·other large centres it 
is not unusual when four confess Christ 
at one time, Ibut in a small community 
such as this, it mig·ht ·be considered a real 
blessing, and that is the news f·rom that 

. first service. Theil. ,on the Lord's Day, 

. February 21st, we ,had a 'blessed time. 
At Head Lake one young girl came out 
clear for our S'aviour; at Dongola four 
confessed 'Ohrist and asked for' baptism 
and church membership. One brother 
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who. had been in do.u'bt fo.r sOlJl1e Ume told 
the pastor that all doubts :were no.w dis
pelled. For all these things we praise 
the Lo.rd, and the end is no.t yet. We 
are loo.king forward to a ,great 'baptismal 
service when warm weather comes." 

"We were saddened last week to.. ibe 
caNed upo.n to. lay to. rest 'the remains· of 
our Ibrother, Deacon Ed. Urohm. He 
was the Pastor's friend, cou'JlJSellor and 
support. He attended the' Sunday even
ing service, !1nd o·If Wednesday evening 
went "to 'be with Christ, whiJch is· far 
better." We shall not so'on for.get his 
faithfulness and loyailty to G:od's Word, 
nor. an 'expression which fell froOm 'his 
lips at the last Sunday evening service; 
we had just told of our meeting 'On the 
Friday evening and he exclaimed, "Oh, 
isn't that .great! The Lord sent you 
there!" The community is poorer, 
Miner's Bay church is poorer, ·there is an 
empty ,place in the P.astor's 'heart, but 
Heaven is nearer and richer because he 
has gone." . 

"Union Baptist Witness" readers' !Will 
praise the Lord for this 'blessing and pray 
that it may continue. Remember also 
those who have been Ibereaved, that they 
may be comforted in this trial. ... ... ... ... 

WILLS kNDBEQUESTS. 
There may be friends of the Union 

of Regular Baptist 'Churches of Ontaz:io 
and Quebec who are in sympathy with 
the missiol),ary program 'of the churches 
who would like to feel that a portion of 
what the Lord has given to them would. 
be used, after their decease, in His work. 

The Lord has blessed the miss·ionary 
endeavour of the Union at home and 
abroad and coOntinues to bless. The 
Statement of Faith of the churches of 
the Unio.n 'and the purpose of the Union 
safeguard,s gifts. Will you remember 
the Union of Regular Baptist Churches 
of Ontario and Quebec in your will and 
if the Lord tarry, through the mission
ary work at ho.me and abroad; y·ou may 
be assured that an ag·gressive ministry 
will be carried on in His iName 'and for 
His glory. , 

\ (539) 11 

FORM OF BEQUEST 
Date ............................ : ... .. 

I give devise a.nd bequeath to the 
UNION' OF REGULAR BAPTIST 
CHURCHES OF ONTARIO AND 
QUEBEC, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto, 
Ontario, ................................................... : ..... . 
dollars for Missionary purposes. 

.................................................. 
Signature 

;:::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
* * * * . . - '') 

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARIES' 
. PICTURES 

A splendid arrangement of the Libe~ia~ 
'Missionaries' ·pictures has lbeen made ana 
copies ready for framing willibe supplied 
to churches,o!" individuals. A pi~
ture measuring eight ,by ten inches IS 
availa'ble at 50c and a large photo.graph 
suitable for a school-room or church can 
now be f,urnished at $2.00. 

We he'lieve that many of our .peoople 
will want the smaHer ,picture for their 
homes, while eac~ ,church will want two 
or three of the enlargement. T·he C9st 
is very reasonable when it is oo.nsidered 
that ea'ch negative costs at least 'one dQoI
lar and that there are the nine mission-. 
aries in the photograph-Rev. A. J. 
Lewis, Rev. H. L. Davey, Mrs. H. L. 
Davey, Rev. G. D. 'Mellish, Mrs. G. D. 
Memsh, Miss Minnie Lane, Rey. E. Han
co~. Mrs. E. Hancox and Miss Florence' 
Stacey; 

For your co.nvenience. tn ordering the 
picture, the follOWing form is printed: <J 

To the Union of Regular Baptis,t 
Ohurches of Ontario and Quebec, 33'7 
Jarvis Street, Toronto--plea'Se send to 
the undersigned, at your earliest con-
venience, ........... _ ... _ co.pies o.f the Foreign 
Missionarie·s' ,photograph, suit81ble for 
framing. I enclose ................ at the rate 
of 50c each for the 8 x 10 inch picture, 
and ....... __ ....... fo.r the enlaigement ($2.00 
ea-ch). .-
Name .......... _ .............. _ .... _ ... _ .......................... _ 
Address .... _, ....... _ ... _ ...................................... .. 

AN ARMY ON THE MARCH. 
( C ont·intted from page 8) 

among these'three sections of the tribe 'Of Levi, and they 
were required to bear. it forward. 

v./ e have a little of that sort of organiza.1lion in our 
Bible School. If you are going to get the Lord's work 
clone. you will have to study sound principles of organ
ization, and see to it- that every man is given something 

which everybody else is to be judged. We must judge 
people frequently by the standards of the Book, but be
cause some other man preaches in a' way that is different 
from yours, you must not assume' that he is not a good 
preacher- He may be almost as .good as you are! And 
he mav be almost as useful in the end! 

SOIti'eone who cI1iticised Mr. Billy Sunday once said to 
me, "Now,' Pastor, you would not say a thing like that, 
would you?" To which I replied, "No--because I could 
not." \Vhy find fault with a man(who does God's·work 
in his own, way? As long as he is true to the Book" as 
long as he is true to the gospel,' as long as he really 
honours the Lord Jesus, as long as he is bearing forward 
the ark of .the covenant, or carrying one of the badger 
skins that belongs to the tabernacle, give God. the praise 
that you have your own task to do, and endeavour to db 
it with your might while you pray God's .blessing.upon' 
all the other spinitual Levites who are serving God. af.ter 
the appointed order. 

to do, that every man has a task. . 
Then, very especially, let us· bear in min~l the spiritual 

application of that_ To one Was given the word of wis
dom, to ariother the word of knowledge, .to another gifts 
of healing. divers tongues, in apostolic days. It will help 
you ministers a great deal properly to appraise your 11eigh
houring brethren if you 'will bear in mind that Kohath, 
Gershon, and Merari, each had his own work to do, and 
that each wa's required to do his own work in the 
appoi'nted way_ If you are a Kohathite, do n6t interfere 
with the Gershonites: let them do 'their own 'Nork. If 
vou are a Merarite, let the Kohathites alone. Let them 
~Io their work. There.is a disposition on the part lof a 
great many 'people to' make themselves the standard by 

I think we will stop there fot ·to-night. . . 
The lecture text for next Thursday evening will be 

chapters five to ten. 

o 
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"The Feast of Ingatherjng at the 
Year's End" 

Thus one of Israel's feasts was named. Each of'the 
three main enterprises of Jarvis Street Church needs 
a "feast of ingat~.ering at the year's end". The fiscal 
year for JARVIS STREET CHURCH, FOR THE 
GOSPEL WIT-NES'S, 'and TORONTO BAPTIST 
SEMINARY, will end March 31st. God has greatly 
blessed us in all three departments during the year, 
but we have not escaped tht:! universally prevalent 
depr·ession. 

This paper will reach EVIERY MEMBER OF JAR
VIS STREET CHURCH. We would remind every 
member therefore of the necessity for every one doing 
his u'tmost to meet his financial obligation to the 
ohurch by March 31st. We ar·e well ·aware that many 
of our members are in receipt of no income at all. God 
does not'require us to give whalt we have not. 'But in 
view of this condition those who 'ar·e able ought wil
lingly and eagerly to do more than usual,-first as 
a thankoffering to God for blessings enjoyed; and, 
secondly, because of the special need occasioned by the 
inability of many to do what they would like to do. 
Let us therefore do our utmost, beginning next Sunday. 

\71,7 e have often pleaded 
THE CAUSE OF THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

in these pages. W·e believ·e it ought especially to be 
~t1pported by members of Regular Baptist churches, 
tor the sake of the two pages The Union Baptist Wit-. 
ness. The Gospel Witness has 'borne the full expense 
of ~rin.ting and circulating these two pages from the 
be.gmnmg. W. e ~ave no~ receiv·ed a cent for doing so. 
One year we paId consIderably over $100.00 in cold 
ca~h .for ~the pr·eparation of the copy, in addition to 
pnntmg It at our own expense. This has been the 
contribu,'tion of The Gospel Witness toward the .cause 
of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Quebec. 

We frankly believe the Pastors and churches' of the 
Union ought to share a little with us in "the feast of 
~ngathering at the 'year's end." It might not be amiss 
If p3;stors would read this announcement from their 
pUlPItS; or, otherwis~, in some way comm,uni"cate with 
such m~mb~r~ of theIr churches as may 'be able to send 
a ~ontnbutlOn to The Gospel Witness Fund. We re
mmd the pas'tors and churches of the Union that one 
church ·has borne the b,urden, and one pastor has to 
carry the responsibi·lity. 

~ext Sunday, Jarvis Street will ob·s.erv~ as 'Gospel 
Witness Sunday, and all loose collections above the 
av~rage plate collection will be devoted to The Gospel 
WItness. Fund .. Why should not other churches do the 
same thmg? 

The two pages of the Union Gospel Witness cost 
The Gospel Witness fund between $1,300.00 and 
$1,400.00 a year. Supposing the Union were without 

this means of communicating with the churches, ~hat 
would ,happen to our missionary causes ? We are sure 
the ~'ews published from week 10 rw~ek in The Union 
Witness pages is ,greatly appreciated. throughout On
tario and Quebec, and we appeal to every pastor and 
every church to do something for The Gospel Witness 
Fund between Inow and the 31st of MarcV. By that we 
mea,n, not only take an offering, but see 'that the offer
ing is in our hands so that it may be credited to this 
year's account. 

To the subscribers of The Gospel Witness to whom 
we have sent our a~ualletter we direct this reminder: 
if you have not 'sent your ~ontribution yet, will you 
endeavour to do so immediately. We shall greatly 
appreciate your help. ' 

. TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY is doing a 
great work. Our present student enrolment is about 
sixty-five, which is a little larger than the number 
with which we began the Seminary yea.r in the Fall. 
All the students are good: sor,ne of them are especially 
promising. 

\71,' e have not a cent of endowment. It requires about 
$1,500.00 a month to pay the Seminary expenses." 
Money is scarce, we know; but there seems to be 
plenty of it for some purposes. Coming to the office 
this (,Wednesday) night we saw liter·ally thousands 
of people making their way to the Arena Gardens, a 
place with a capacity of 'about sixteen thousand, to 
witness a hockey match or something- of the sort
and the. prices range· from $1.00 to more than $3.00. 

, Surely we ought to be equally enthusia,stic a'bout the 
w<?r~ of training men and women intellectually and 
spIrItually £,or the great work of preaching the gospel 
at home .and abroad. 

Send us a contribution to Toronto Baptist Seminary 
and The Gospel Witness between noW and the 31st of 
Mar~h. Meanw:hile, it would en:coura.ge. us greatly to 
reCeIve a note or a postcard telling Us that it rwill he' 
sure to come. • 

And, by the way, HA VE YOU MADE YOUR 
,WILL? \Vhe'ther·you have or not, be sure to find a 
place in your will both for Torohto Baptist Seminary 
and The Gospel Witness. And if in your will you 
na.me th.ese enlterprises as being under the dir·ection of 
thIS E~ltor, there will be no possibility of mistaking 
~,h~ object. you plan to benefit. You could say you 
. gIVe, deVIse, and ,bequeath, to Toronto Baptist Sem
mary of which Dr. Shields is President" or "to The 
Gospel \iVitness p£ which Dr. Shi·elds is Editor". Put 
that provision in your will at once. Tlhe Editor's name 
wpl identify the object you intend to benefit beyond 
dIspute. . 

We' shall hope to he.ar from you within a few days. 

. j 
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