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tEbt J arbi~ . &trttt ~ulpit 
IS IT WRON(~ TO STEAL FOOD WHEN HUNGRY? . 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preaclled in' Jarvis ,Street 'Baptist Cb,uroh, Toronto, Sunday Evening, January 24th. 1982. 
, '. ('8tenographic8iliy.·~rted):·' .. 

"Men· do not despise a thi~, if M .steal to s'atisfy his soul when he is hungry; . 
'~But if he lbe, f,ound, he shall restore .sevenfold'; he s·hal·l give all the .su,bstlBnee' of his' !hou.se."-ProveI"bs 6 :80, 81.. 

Prayer by Rev. W. Gordon Brown. 
o Thou King eternal, immortal, invisible, from, Whose 

. throne flows the riv·er of life, 'Whose throne is the centre of 
a'll being, W'oo dos,t rule in .the armies of heaven, and to 
Whom the children of men must be subject, :We gladly 
8.CIknowiedge Thee as IO'U.r Kmg. We would have Thee and 
'TIb.ee alone, to reign over us, for Thou 'art worthy 00 ~ve 
glory and honour, wisdom and pO'Wer. We 'adll're 'TIb.ee. Be­
cause of '1'hy fulness and our emptines'S, Thy riches· and our 
poverty, we come in our ibeggaJ."hood to :beseech Thee to su.p­
ply all our n~s acoording to Thy riclJ.es in glory in Ghrist 
Jesus. 
. We inte~cede. 0 .God, on behalf O!f th.ose woo are el1Jgrossed 
~n ~e afl'~rs' of thllS world, who do not see the loveliness that 
IS 1~ Ohrist, who are nOit ready to have oth:is Man ,to reign 
.over ptem, to. whom it would be a sur,prise for Him to come 
as KlIlg of kmgs and Lord of lords, the word of God being 
written upon Him. We beseech Thee to Jift their eyes from 
th~ muck i~ which' theY' ·are raking, and g'i'Ve Ihhem to see the 
thlllgs eternal. . ' 

We beseech Thee for 1Ibose who do realize that there' 
is 1IJl~ ,than eating, drinking, 'and makdng merry, 'but ,whose 
hope IS a fa!se on!!. W e ~ for th.os~ who are trusting in 
!hemselves, In their .own nghteo-uSlIless, and perhaps despis­
l,ng others; for ·those who are relying OD' their own good 
w.ol'ks. then- c!hurol\ ~ or some ceremony. Dis Hlusion 'them 0 
Lord; cast them down in th~r own eyes, ,that tiliey ·may ;est 
0111 1ilie Rock O!f A'ges, the only .sufficien.t hope which is in 
ChrIst Jeaus. ' ' 

We hrIng t1J.ose whh are sad-so.me of them'Bre w.ith. us­
s'ad because life 'has proved a veiJ. .of tears' sad 'because of 
~e death of some l?~ed ~ne, beca.~ .of dJisappoontment, pos_ 
SIbly 'because of dlsllIus'lonme~t In human nature ibecause 
the heavens seem: bl"'8SlS above and the earth. irOlll ro:md'llibout; 
Camel thou Comforter, !'O th'ose who 'are losing ihGpe. Grant 
that In the hour of their extremity they may turn Ito Thee 
Who alone art to be trusted. . ' 

. We .praY for those w.ho, know that they are silmers. Some 
are ihere gathered who feel tbalt they are undone, that they 
are of 'Uneleam. lips. and dwell amon.g a .people O!f unclean 
lips. 0 Saviour, show to &1Wh thits niJglht the Fountain .that 
'hla5 !been opened f,or sin and uncleanness, that they may 
plunge ·and 'be clean, :tlb4illt Christ may spe8lk to them the word 
of f.or.gdveness 'and of power. . 

We beg f.or those who do love Thee, and are seeking to go 
on in Thy ;serviJCe, that they may find peaee and joy in Thy 
word. AcCompany:the ·preaChdng of the gOSjpel 'With the min­
istry of Thy Spirit. May many' Ito-nighlt !be born into Thy 
glorious kingdom. We m'8ke request for all the agencies thJ8It 
are seeking t'he -spreed .orr Thy .gospeil~ that '1'hou Wilt· hasten 
the day when the knowledge of the ILord shall cover the earth 
as the waters' cover the 'sea, when He shall come Wihose rig.ht 
it 18 to reign. Help 'Us, with tb!8lt day in view, to live .a:nd to 
work. T,hese peti:tlions, we present in His worthy n'ame. Amen. 

There has been rather an interesting discussion in the 
press during the last week, on the question as to whether 
a ,man is justified in stealing food when he is starving. 
The discussion arose through an editorial appearing in 
The New Outlook, the official organ of the United Church 
of Canada. The Editor cites the Case.of our Lord's walk­
ing through the corn fields with' His disciples, when they 
plucked the ears of corn, and did eat-and that on the 

. S~bbath day. He:refers also to the case of David, when, 
With a company of men, he was hungry, and to()k of the 

. shew bread from the. tabernacle, "which it was not law­
ful" for one to eat. 

.The implication of the editorial seems to be . that our 
Lord Himself would justify a man for stealing when he 
is hUQgry. . ' 
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It is very easy to condemn an utterance of that sort, but 
perhaps it would he wiser to examine into the principles 
involved. It is all the more serious ·because our. Lotd 
Himself is invoked. and His authority attached to this 
teaching, suggesting that were He here to-day in person 
He would be inclined to look leniently upon any who 
would steal to satisfy their hunger. . 

Let us assume for a moment the reasoning of that edioJ
• 

torial to be quite correct; and look for a minute or two at 
its possible implications. It is perhaps not as simple.as it 
seems on the face of it. 

-Just what may a man steal under such circumstances? 
A loaf of bread? But perhaps he would like a little butter 
on it. If he steals the bread, why not the butter? It may 
be that white bread would not be good for his system, and 
that h~ would need some .little assistance to aid digestion. 
The man, being under-nourished-for it is assumed he is 
'starving-would proba.bly be in need of strong food, and, 
having taken a little ·bread, why not steal a' little meat 
to go with it? 

Theri perhaps his taste ought to be taken into considera­
tion. Perhaps he does not like ordinary beef. He might 
prefer chicken or turkey! Then wha;t would the farmer 
db? It is no wonder they have a light outside their barns 
these days! Where would that sort of thing end? 

And surely if any magistrate were -called to pronounce 
sentence upon one convicted of such a theft, I can -see the 
possibility of there being such complications in the case 
as would demand a wisdom more than equal to that of 
Solomon. 

But if a man be justified in stealing food, and the place 
where food is kept should be so securely locked against 
him that he is unable to procur:e it, why not pick some­
body's pocket, or steal a little money that is easier of 
access, so that he may have the wherewithal with which to 
buy food quite legitimately? 

And, of' course, if he is justified in st~ling food or­
m0!1ey to procure it, in this climate there are other things 
which are' equally necessary to life. Why not steal some 
coal? Why not take possession of a house? Because he 
has no money with which to pay rent why. not say to the 
landlord, "I ~ust haye some shelte~. You keep out." 
:rhus he may approprIate the house, and pay nothing for 
It. 

He may indeed need some' dothes ior hiinself and hi-s­
f~mily. Why vyould he not be justified in possessing 
hlm~elf of clothing equally with food? For in Climates 
such as ours, clothing is just as much a necessity of life 
4S food. _ If he has not clothing, again, why not steal the 
money-and so on? 
_ That doctrine, it seems to me, would make for utter 

'lawlessness at last. It has excited a little discussion be­
c3:use the teaching of this particular editorial has to do 
With a man's social relations, with a ma;n's possessing him­
self of the property of other people. But it is perfectly 
logical, an.d it is an inevitable fruit of The New Outlook's 
whole phl~osophy, for. that. is the fruit of Modernism. 
In .the UnIted Church there ·are individual ministers who . 
beheve ~he Book, and preach salvation. Here and there 
some st111 preach the blood. But if The New Outlook be 
the official organ of the United Church, and is to be re­
ga.rded as its offi~ial mou~hpie~e, then it stands for any­
thmg but Evangehcal ChTl'sbamty. Such lawlessness as' it 
advocates, by implication, in tha;t editorial I say is the 
i~evitable 'fr?it of its whole philosophy. ' 

'''Will a man rob God?" If men are taught to disregard 
their obligations to their supreme Creditor, if men are 
taught that they may be on right terms with God in spit~ 
of the tremendous obligations which men have failed to 
discharge, . what wonder is it that they should be taught 
that which is contained in this editorial? 

Yet, on the other hand, from the practical point of view. 
. there seems to be something to ·be said for it. But it must 
be remembered that if we are- to avoid endless confusion, 
we must not judge of principles as applied here and there 
to individual cases: we must give thought to the philosophy 
that underlies, and to what must be the result if these 
principles-.are generally applied. This wise observer of 
ancient time sums up the whole matter when he says, 
"Men do nof despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul 
when he is hungry." He admits that there are circum­
stances that somewhat mitigate the man's guilt, and yet 
he insists that if he be found, the law still abides, and "he 
shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of . 
his house." 

Let us examine that prover.b a little this evening for 
olir spiritual, as well as for our economic profit.- . 

I. 
I think we shall all agree that men who fall into error 

through the stress of special circumstances are to be 
judged in the ligh~ of the circumstances which h~ve pro­
voked the action. I do' not think there is anyone here this 
evening who would be so hard-hearted as not to look with' 
compassion upon any man who, being in need of food to 
satisfy his natural hunger, if he were unable to procure 

_ that foqd .legitimately, an4 were actually. to take that .Which 
belonged to ,someJbody els~ I_say, I do not think anyone 
here would ,be so hard-hearted as to look -without com­
passion upon an act of that sort. Certainly he would be in 
an entirely different· class from the man who, having 
plenty, or at least sufficient to sustain life, deliberately and 
violently breaks into somebody's premises and takes that 
which is not his own. 

I have a great deal of sympathy with the magistr~fe 
who, while .-saying that the iaw must be upheld, acknowl­
edged that If a man were 'brought before him charged with 
t~eft fo~ the purpose of pro~uring food '-for himself or 
hiS fam~ly, he would certainly look upon .the case with 
such lemency as the law would permit him to exercise. 

A;ll tha:t .is t~ be ad~it~ed. We all recognize the diffi­
cultIes whIch mhere In the present situation and the 
temptation to wrong.:doing which may arise the;efrom. A 
young ~an came to me a "little while ago. He had been 
'Sever~l tImes before, and seemed inclined to keep coming. 
At last I had to say to him, "I am sorry, my friend. I 
should. be glad to be of further assista;~ce to you if I 
could, but unfortunately my resources are limited, and I 
ha.ve :;eached the -e.nd so far as you are concerned." He 
sa~d, ',~ guess I w~lI have to go and rob a bank." I re­
phed, ! do not th~nk I would do -that yet if I were you; 
there. w111 be a better way out of it than that." 

It IS ~elI enough that we' should sympathize with people 
whose clrcum~tances try them almost" to the limit of en­
durance, 3:nd If one should be pressed beyond the limit he 
mu~t be Judged then in the light of the circumstances 
which have .provoked ~is act. That is simple enough. We 
need not raise much stir about that. As a matter of fact 
the ~oral quality of ~n ac~ is v,ery largely determined b; 
the ~Irc~msta~ces .whlch gIve rise to it. It is -pretty dif­
ficult to conceive, In our human .relationships,- of morality; 
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right and wrong, under all circumstances, in ter~s of the 
absolute. That is to say, that under any and all circum­
stances a certain thing is right; anq, under any and all 
circums4Lnces, a .certain other thing is wrong. 

The Bible does not so teac~. .For example, 'it says, 
"Thou shalt not 'kilt" It denies to any man-and every. 
man-the right of private vengeance. But it is a strange 
straining of that commandment. when men invoke its au­
thority as an argument against c3lpital put#shment as im­
posed .by the state in the interest of law arid order. It is 
not right for you or me to take life; We are fo~bidden so 
to do. If anyone of us, should do it wantonly, he is a 
murderer; yet the Word of God says, "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, ·by man shall his blood ~e' shed." . 

,!'Circumstances alter .cases", and what is wrong in the 
individual, may .be pedectly right as an expression of the 
collective will of the state. 

Our law r~cognizes-as does also the Bible-the right 
of self-defense. A man may be attacked :by another. It 
is instinctive for him to protect himself. Of course, I 
. know , theoretically, you would not do it! You would put 
hands down, and let anybody come and kill you! When 
the enemy is at a safe distance, you may propound that 
theory; but I am inclined to think that under attack you 
would be most I,ikely to develop some liking for life 'itself, 
and probably would resort to some method of 'self-defense. 
And our law recognizes that while a man has no right to 
kill, he has the .right to' defend himself; and if, in that. 
self-defense, another life sho~ld be sacrificed, he is not 
held guilty under such circumstances. 

Thus we are to judge of the moral quality of all acts by 
the circumstances which give rise' to those actions. What 
is a hein9us offence in one situat~on may perhaps be partly 
excused in another. We speak· of "mitigating circum­
stances," of Circumstances which 'lessen the guilt of some- . 
one who ~has .. ~ffended against the Jaw. That principle is 
to' be kept dearly in mind. That principle would apply 
in the judgment ~eted out in cases such as have been sug-
gested. ' 

II. 
And yet, let me remind yoti of this fundamental prin­

ciple, L-aw is law; and notwithstanding we look with 
greater compassion upon some than upon others, accordmg 
to the situation under review, yet "if he be found, he shall 
restore sevenfold;, he shall give all ·the substance of his 
house." Surely it 'is the duty of all Christians to recog­
niz'e, and suhmit to, the "powers that be". It is part of a 
Christian's duty to be law-abiding, to keep the law of the 
land ~imself, and. to encourage others to keep the law as 
~el1. S.u~h an. editoria~ as has been discussed, appearing 
10 a relIgIOUS Journal, 1t does seem t9 me, must have a 
most mischievous effect. ',' , 

Surely in a time .like this, it becomes the duty of every . 
man-. who. h.as any mfluence whatever in the moulding of 
publIc ·op1mon. to ,stand uncompromisingly in the support 
. of law and order .. That is the position of this wise'obser­
ver. He. sai~ in .effec~, ·"I·should be . sorry for htin, but, 
de.tected 10 h1s Crime, 1t would be viewed 'by the law as a 
crime; and the penalty would have to be paid. He would 
be .required to restore ,sev:enfold.", .'. 
. I have said that to make it possible for me to say this: 
the editorial in The New Outlook speaks of our Lord 
J es~s. Chtist as Jesus. I would not. strive .about ~ords, nor 

. condemn' ~ne who perh~ps. in '~om~ .cases tho~ghtlessly 
would speak of our glOriOUS Lord in terms which a Um~ 

.tarian: ':would gladly empl9Y, but there is sometimes in it . 
3I::s.er-ious implication-the :implication that Jesus Christ, 
as a: kjnd ·of social reformer, would stand out against the, 
·principles of our civilization, and would b~ on .the side, 
possibly, in some circumstances, even of the outlaw. 

But who was Jesus? Why did He -come'? What is the 
explanation of the presence in-this world of One, Who, 
heing a man, was more than man? What is the reason 
for the Incarnation? I make the' strongest possible pro­
test against that view of the· Christian revelation' which 
would make Jesus C;hrist anything other' than what the 
Biihle declares .I~im to be, "God manifest in the flesh". 
Jesus Christ wa~ not only man, but God; and the great 
problem for'me to settle is this, Why did God come down 
to earth? Was it to feed the hungry? . It was not neces­
sary for Him to come to earth for that purpose. Was 'it 
merely to teach the erring, the ignorant? Then could He 
have sent prophets and teachers to expound His law. 

Why was this Jesus in the com fields when His disciples 
plucked the ears of com, and did eat? Who was He? 
What was· He doing oneartp.? Why did He come?' If 
we can answer that question, we shall find a solution of 
all our problems. 

Somebody says, "He cal;De to save sinners." Certainly 
He. did. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that fhrist Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom '-said the apostle of himself, and which 
we might all say each for. himself-"I am chief." 

. But again, I ask, Why WalS it necessary for Deity to 
become incarnate in order to save sinners? Why could 
not an angel hav~ accomplished the task? . Why did not 
God send an archangel to redeem a sinful world? If 
there be any truth in that loose view of things, that while 
one must .be reasonably careful in recognizing and fulfill­
ing his obligations to his fellows, it really does not matter 
very.much whether he recognizes that he has any obliga­
tion to God-if the religion of Christ be nothing more thari. 
humanitarianism, if its precepts and principles are given 
for no other purpose than merely tQ regulate our human 
relationships-if, indeed, He came to be a kind of social 
re.former; in order to set up new standards for human con­
duct, that men might learn how wisely and rightly to live 
together-if that· be all He came' for, why was it necessary 
for God to stoop to that task? 

Whence come all laws? Who is the centre and source 
of all law? We livc::.in a world of law, in a universe of 
law. I ha:ve not·heard of any man of science .teaching any­
body tp d1sregard the laws of nature. I have not read of 
anyone's being so foolish as to say that one may lightiy 
attempt to set aside that which is written in .the nature of 
things. The man who would exercise the healing art 
exerts himself ·to discover the nature of that malignant 
thing which takes such a toll of human life, which we call 
cancer. I do not· know of any doctor, any man of real 
science, who, being persuaded that a person is suffering 
,from a malignant thing like that, would speak'lightly of it . 

I have seen many·.cases where the man of science has 
said, "There is' death in that thing." "But, doctor, can 
you do nothing?" "No.". "Can medical science do noth­
ing?". "No.": "Why?" ""Because it i-s of the 'nature of 
the tijiilg to, ~ill. We cannot change it; and we have 
found no cure." 
. I ~~je never heard of a man of science proposing that 
you apPly t~ principle~ of .Christian Science 'if, ,by acci­
dent, ,y,ou dr10k carbolIc aC1d, or something Of the ·sort. 
There is no man of science, real science, who, if some-
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body has taken a deadly poison into his system, would be . 
such a fool as to say, "Forget it; pay no attention to lit." 
He would exercise himself to the utmost. to provide an 
antidote, and do everything to counteract the effects of 
that deadly drug which, if allowed to work out its own 
way, would inevitably bring the' subject of it to death. 

Go with a man into the laboratory, and he will tell you 
that, under the microscope, he sees ,things that fill him 
with horror and terror. He. says, '.'They are beyond my 
power: There is death iIi ·them." 

The man who handles electricity does not know what it 
is, but he knows that by doing certain things he can esClllpe 
its power. He can handle it safely if he and iii: are prop­
erly insulated. But why have we certain laws regulating 
it, and regulating everything? Why are you not allowed 
to build any kind of house you like? What right have the 
people down at the city hall to say to me that I shall not 
build a wooden house if I have a piece of land? What 
right have they to say it? They say, "You are part of a 
community." "All right, I wm keep my house clean." But 
they reply, "It is of the nature of wood to burn. If you 

.. build an inflammable structure of .that sort you will imperil 
'Others." . 

But upon what a're all these human enactments based? 
Always upon a principle which inheres in the nature of· 
things. In other words, upon some natural law. 

Suppose I am an architect, a builder, and I plan a great 
structure to rise many, many storeys. When I have pre­
pared all my plans and specifications, I submit them for 
approval. The authorities say, '''You cannot erect that 
building in that way." "But why not?" I enquire. "Be­
cause it would not be safe." "How do· you know?" "Be· 
cause in the fabrication, according to your plans, you 
have ignored certain physical laws. If you were allowed 
to put up that building in that way, it mig.ht crumble of its 
own weight. Its plan of construction is .not in accord with 
the proved principles which underlie sound architecture 
sound engineering." ' 

I..could go on and apply the principle chemically, as 
archltecturally. and in many other ways. I say, all these 
restrictions and regulations are based upon ·the assump­
tion that we live in a world of law, and that there are 
certain principles which operate in this natural realm 
which must be observed, which cannot ·be changed, but 
are inexorable in their operation and in the penalty they 
exact.' The only way we can live in safe relationship to 

• those laws is to obey them, and men, by long experience 
and experimentation, have discovered how those natural 
forces operate. Certain laws are laid down, and I ~m told 
to walk that way if I would be safe. 

But back of all that, what is there? . In this world of 
ours there' is a design, and the principle of law enters 
into every dew· drop ; it enters into every atom. 

I do not know whether this is true, because I am not a 
physicist, but I read somewhere something to this effect. 
In a lecture delivered by one of the world's masters of 
physical science, he said that there was a time when men 
believed the atom to be the smallest particle of matter, but 
that it had .since been discovered it was made up' of still 
smaller particles known as electroris; and that these elec­
trons were always revolving within the atom. Then he 
so'-!ght for a standard, a kind of. speedomet~r by which to 
estimate the revolutions of the electrons within the· atom. 
He. supposed th~ possibility of the synthetic production of 
a kmd of materIal that would be lasting, that would never, 

never, never wear out; and the further possibility of dis­
covering motive ·power which could never be exhausted. 
("When that day comes, I want a motor-car made of that 
material, and drivetfby that power.) . 

But he assumed the possibility of such a thing for pur· 
poses of illustration. Then he went on to say that the mO.!it 

. rapidly revolving machine yet produced, the machine that 
accomplished the greatest number of revolutions per min­
ute, was the most powerful aeroplane engine, and he sup· 
posed such an engine to be produced of this indestruct~ble 
material, and to. be driven at its highest rate of speed 
without a moment's vacation, by this inexhaustible supply 
of power; and he said if that aeroplane engine could re­
volve at that rate, without pausing for a moment, or 
stopping for repair, for one huncJred millions of years­
that the aggregate revolutions accomplished i.n a hundred 
millions of years would approximate the total revolutions 
'of an electron within the atom in one minute! It is no 
wonder they say mathematics is the language of physics. 

That is a story by the way. But what I am calling your. 
attention to is that learning outside the pulpit always 
magnifies law, and that the more men know of this world 
and its rdated systems, the more they bow to the inexora­
bility of law. That, of course, is in the physical realm. 
It is the function of religion to teach that law in the moral 
realm is just as real, just as far-reaching, just .as inexor: 
able, and just as truly based in the nature of things as it 
is in the physical realm. 

Why did Jesus Christ come to earth? I wi,ll tell you 
why He came: to magnify God's law. "He is before all 
things, and in him all things consist", or, hold together. 
The Incarnation, the death of the Incarnate God at the 
place called Calvary, His burial and resurrection, so far 
from justifying lawlessness anywhere, is the final revela-

- tion of God, to the effect that heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but Hi.~ law shall not pass away. The Cross does 
.not make for la~lessness,but the very opposite; and be­
cause the Judge of all the earth could not even pass over 
the sin of a man, though he Sll:eals when he is hungry, He 
~ame to bear in ~is own person the penalty of our sins, 
In order that He Himself, the Source of law, ."might be 
just, and yet the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." 

The philosophy of such journals as The Outlook, and 
of such writers as "The Observer" in The Toronto Star, 
and others who mock at the atonement, makes for law­
lessness and anarchy, and is the enemy of society as it is 
the enemy of God. That is not Evangelical Christianity. 
That attitude has no justi.fication whatsoever in the Word 
of God. 

But what a hungry world this is! May it steal? No! 
Not only so-it cannot! . Why did Jesus Christ come? He 
came to be the Bread of Life to a hungry world. He 
came. to give His life a ransom instead of many. Let no 
one l~voke -the glorious name of my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ as justification for any kind of lawlessness 
anywhere. Whoever comes to Him will find in Him all 
things reconciled unto God: The law is kept, and God 
is just, and yet "the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus." 

Let us pray: We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for the disclosure 
of Thyself in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
are all sinners. We have all broken Thy holy law. We 
have. not only robbed each other, but we have robbed 
Thee; There is not .one of us who has not indulged in 
that whi<;h is itself lawlessness, even sin which is an 
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offence against God." Oh, we thank Thee for the precious 
blood. We thank Thee for the balancing of our account. 
We thank Thee that Thou hast made provision for the 
"hunger of our souls. We bless Thee, 0 Lord, for 'this 
great gospel, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself. 

Teach us this great lesson, that peace and joy abound­
ing are to .... be found in a life that is harmonized with the 

". will of God. So come to us this evening, and heLp us 
to put Jesus Christ first, to seek the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and then to trust Thee Who dost feed 
the sparrows, and by Whose ,power and grace the lilies 
ate clothed. Help us to trust Thee to provic;le us with 
these necessary things. Thus teach us this lesson of sim­
ple, childlike, faith, which will relate us rightly to the 
things of this life, and happily and savingly to the things 
of the life that is to come. We ask it in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ' 

S'STRANGE FIRE"-ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist: Church, Toronto, 
Thursday Evening, January 21st, 1932. 

Twelfth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures o'n 
Biblical Theology} which Me included in the " 

~urriculu:m of To,!onto' Baptist, SeminOJrY· 

(.stenographically Reported) 

It will interest the students to know that the lecture on 
Biblical Theology will be omitted next Thursday; we shall 
have an examination instead. N ext week wilf be exam­
ination time, and next Thur·sday evening, as has been our 
practice, you will write on this subject. I must ask you 
therefore to take notes this evening, because you may 
have to write on this lecture before it is printed; hence 
you will have to be your own stenographers. 

Chapters eight to eleven will form our lesson text this 
evening. Several of these chaptel'lS have engaged our at­
tention quite recently in the Sunday School. Those who· 
have 'been following the Sunday School' lessons will al­
ready have covered this ground in part. 

I. 
The eighth chapter cOJ;ltains an account of the in!;lti­

tution of Aaron to the office to which he had been divinely 
appointed, that of high priest. ' He had before been chosen, 
and full directions had, been given respecting 'the garments 
he was to wear; and the ceremony which was to accompany 
his consecration. Here we have an account of the execu­
tion of these orders. 

"The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Take Aaron and 
his sons."· Yoti will recall that it is written in Hebrews, 
"An<;1 no man taketh this honour, unto himself, but he that 
is called of God, as W3.'S Aaron. So also Christ glorified 
not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said 
unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten the~." 
You will I:ecall,: too, that wpen Moses modestly offered 
some objec~ion to the divine programme, saying he was 
not eloquent, the Lord said, '''Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother? I know that. he can speak. well. And also, be­
hold, he, cometh· forth to meet thee: and when he seeth 
thee, he will be glad in hi,s heart. And thou shalt speak 

unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I willibe with 
thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what 
ye shall do. And ·he .shall be thy spokesman unto the 
people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of 
a mouth, and thou shalt :be to him instead of God." 

Here Moses is the divine instrument. He is actit;lg in 
God's stead, setting Aaron and his sons apart to minister 
in the priest's office. 

Our Lord was ordained a Priest from all eternity. The 
Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world. The 
Old· Testament contains full particulars respecting the 
office of the priesthood which Jesus Christ was to fill. 
"When the fulhess of time was come" Jesus Christ came 
forth from the Father:-"When the fulne.ss of the time was 
come, God s~ntforth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the la:w, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption 'of sons." In the days 
of His flesh, through the incarnation, OU,r Lord was insti­
tuted to the office of the Priesthood to which He had been 
ordained, qualified by the fact that H~ was made under 
the law. He took on Him our nature, even as Aaron put 
on his priestly robes. It was necessary that we should 
have an High PJ;"iest Who could be touched with the feel­
ing of our infirmities : "Verily he took not on him the 
nature of angels; .but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining; to God, to make reconcilia­
tion for the sins of the people." Thus He wrought out a 
righteou~mess for us by His perfect obedience to the law. 

The Scripture says that Jesus Christ was "subject" to 
Joseph and His mother .. When they sought him sorrow­
ing, He said, ''Wist ye not that I must be about my Fath-' 
er's business?" He put God first, and loved the Lord 
with all His heart; and then began immediately His life 
of obedience to the second table of the law. He honoured 
His mother after the' flesh, and Joseph; "he" went down 
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them." 

, Then He .was especially anointed for His task. The 
Spirit of God came" upon' Him, and in due time He, 
through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself a Lamb. with­
out spot or blemish. I:Ie became Jiimself the Sacrifice and 
the Priest, and offered Himself without spot to· God; and 
then ascended to the right ha,nd of the' Father, and there 
He prellented, not the blood of others, but His qwn biood. 
The manif~station of Christ, that period spoken of in the 
Scripture as "the days Of His flesh", involved the insti­
tution of Christ as an High Priest. And He is now 
entered into heaven itself, which is the reality of which the 
tabernacle was but a figure. 

Moses "put upon him (Aaron) the' coat, and girded 
him with the 'girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 
put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the 
curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto hini there­
with." On the twelve precious stones which were set" in 
the breastplate were engraved the' names of the twelve 
tribes. On each of the shoulder-straps that supported the 
ephod was an onyx stone, and oli each' stone the names of 
six tribes. Then upon the mitre was the golden plate in­
scribed, with the words. "Holiness to the Lord~', that he 
might represent the ·people. Thus he :bore the people upon 
his heart, and upon his shoulders, and upon his . head, as 
he went in to appear in their behalf before the Lord. 
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Thus our Lor.d has taken our names upOJ? Him; 
"The names Df 'all His saints He.bears . 

Deep graven on His 'heart ; 
Nor 'shall the weakest member say 

That he has lDSt his part." 

In this cDnnectiDn the three sacrifices were offered in 
the cDnsecration Df Aaron and his sQns: the sin offering, 
the burnt offering, and the ram of consecration, Dr "fillings 
up". YDU recall· Dur teaching respecting that matter:' the 
first speaking Df th~ atonement; the second, the abandon­
ment Df the priest to the service of GDd; and the third, the 
appropriation by the priest of the riches of grace that are 
treasured in Christ for us. Christ is our Sin-offering, our 
Burnt-offering, and He is the Offering Df copsecration. 
He makes it possible that we should be filled with all the 
.fulness Df God. 

II. 
. In the ninth chapter AarDn and his sons exercise the 

Dffice of the priest. In the eighth chapter AarDn is insti­
tuted: in the ninth he begins the exercise of his ministry, 
and presents the first Dffering accDrding to the law, and 
in strict obedience to' the law's direction. 

This is parallel to the appearance of our Lord in the 
presence of God, for us. He has offered Himself now, 
and having been made an High Priest, ae has entered 

,into the heavenly places and presented His own blDod 
as an atoning sacrifice in. our behal.f, so that we nDW 

have an High' Priest in the heavens: "If any man sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father." These Dther 
priests stood "daily ministering and offering often­
times the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins: but this man, after he had offered Dne sacrifice 
for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God." 
Having offered His one sacrifice, our Lord 'has now­
'and does now-appear in the presence of God ror us. 

Observe especially the twenty-s·econd and twenty­
third verses: "And Aaron lifted up his hand toward 

. the people, and blessed t~em, and came down from 
Dffering of the sin Dff'ering, and the burnt Dffering, and 
peace Dfferings. And Moses and AarDn went into. -the 
tabernacle Df the congregation, and came. DUt, and 
.blessed the peDple: and the glDry of the Lord appeared 
unto all the people." When the Dffering had -been 
presented, the Lord appe'ared in glory, signifying His 
acceptance of the offering. 

We ought to r.ead in that connection the next verse: 
"And there came a fire out from befDre the Lord, and 
consu'med upon the altar the burnt' offering and the 
fat: whjch when all the people saw, they shouted, and 
fell Dn their faces." It is written in John's gospel that 
the Holy Spirit was not yet given because that Jesus 
was not yet glorified, but .when He ascended to the 
Father, as our High Priest, 'and began the exercise Df 
His ministry in our behalf, then I1:here came Dut a fire 
fr?m. 'before the Lord. J u~t as Aaron disappeared 
wIthlO the holy place, and was ·lost to the view of <the 
people, so He Who had be·en manifested among men 
became the invisible Christ. He returned to. th~ 
Father,and His dis·ciples saw Him no mDre. 

You ·remember the swe'et story we had in Exodus, 
that part Df the equipment of the priest consisted of a 
row of golden· bells around the skirt Df his garment. 
When the high priest disappeared within the veil the 
people must have wondered . whether his mi~istry' was 

accepted, 'whether he had died befDre the Lord. They 
could not see him, and no voice issued from behind 
the veil. But as he sprinkled the bloDd upon the 
mercy-seat, and moved abowt within the veil, exercis-' 
ing his office, with every movement of the high priest 
the g91den 'bells about the hem of his garment rang 
out their golden music. As long 'as the people heard. 
the ringing of those,golden be~ls they knew they had 
a living priest within the veil. 

Jesus Christ disappeared. He became invisible. H«: 
said to His disciples, "Because I have said these things 
unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart." Then they 
tarried just like the congregation of Israel. When 
Aaron had withdrawn from their view, the people 
tarried without; after Christ's ascensiDn the disciples 
tarried at Jerusalem t·en days, and w'h·en "Ithe day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one ac­
cord in one place." Then they, too, saw the glory Df 
the Lord, for when He had pr·esented His offering 
there came DUt a fire from before the Lord: "And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a r~sh­
ing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. And there !lPpeared unto them dDven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them." 
The people' wondered whether these men were full Df 
new wine, 'but Peter answered, "This is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel," and declared that 
the manifestatiDn bf divine .power 'at p.entecost was 
the certification of the acceptanc·e of Christ's offering: 
"Therefore being 'by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having receiv·ed of the Father the promise Df the 
Holy Ghost, he hath shed for:th this, which ye nDW 
see and hear." 

III. 
I wDuld have YDU nDte this very particularly. The 

direction was giv·en befDre AarDn was thus CDnse­
crated, "The "fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; 
it shall never go. out." When AarDn here Dffered his 
sacrifices, and the hurnt Dff.ering was put upDn the 
altar, the fire ca.me out frDm 'befDre the LDrd and con­
sumed th~ ,burnt offering. Thus was kindled upDn the 
altar Df Israel a supernatural fire. It was necessary 
that the people, through the priest, should keep that 
fire ever;burning: "The fire shall ever be burning upon 
the altar;.it shall !lever go. D~t." It was kept burning 
'by ~he daIly DfferlOg ·of sacrIfices. .That supernatural 
fla~e distinguished the wDrship Df Israel frDm that o.f 
all Dther peop~es;. thM superpatural element entered 
into every act of devDtion which was perfDrmed 'by 
the priest in the tabernacle. 

So the Fire has CDme frDm before the Lord. We 
have nDt nDW to. wait for it to. CDme. It is Du·r duty 
'~D keep' the fire ever burning upon the altar by yield-
109 Durselves to. God as living sacrifices. 'Hence we 
are admqni~~ed, ~Grieve nDt the Spirit," and, "Quench 
not the SPtrlt." . 

IV. 
NDW Dbserve·,the tenth cha·pter where it is recorded 

that certain priests dared to. Dffer "strange· :£i·re" -be­
fDre rthe Lord. We have nDticed in our study of 
Exod1,1s that the Lord gave the most particular di­
rectiDn as to hDW He was to he served. The ta'bernac1e 
to. the last detail, was divinely planned. Moses wa~ 
permitted 1!0 discretion. He was strictly en~Dined to 
do. everythIng as he was tDld. Among Dther thin:gs, 

I 
) 
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there was certain incense to be compounded after the 
~rt of the apothecary, but the. ingredients were di­
vinely ordered. They were to serve rthe Lord as he 
had direct~d. Incense and sacrifices were to be offered 
'by this supernatural fire. 

It surely suggests the whole scheme of salvation by 
g·race. Nothing goes up to heaven which does not first 
of all come down from heaven. Whether it be prayer or 
praise, or whatever our service'to God may be, it can be 
accepted by Him only as it is inspired -by ,the Holy Ghost. 
We are to live supernatural lives: We believe in a super­
natural religion. We trust a Saviour Who was super­
naturally born, Who was more than man, Who super­
naturally lived, Who by supernatural power was raised 
from the dead, and ascended into heaven; and ,by that 
divine visitation on the day of Pentecost, His acceptance 
was ceftified. We are to endeavour to serve the Lord 
not in the energy of the flesh, but in the Holy Ghost. 
We are to "pray in the Holy Ghost". The love of God 
is to be "shed abroad in our hearts by the, Holy Ghost 
which -is given unto us". We are to "walk in the Spirit". 
The Spirit is to dominate us. Even our thoughts are to 
be brought into captivity "to the' ohedience of Christ". 
Orily thus c~n we be as Aaron's sons, serving under Him 

· Who is our great High Priest, offering spiritual sacrifices, 
· accept3Jble to God by Christ Jesus. 

Her~ were some men who .were born to be priests. 
They belonged to the Levitical tribe. They belonged to 
the house of Aaron. They had been duly consecrated to 
their office. They were recognized as priests. ' They put 
incense in their censers as directed-but they offered their 
in~ense with strange fire. I presume that means with 
some other fire than that which was taken from the altar. 
It was an attempt to serve ,God by the wisdom, and the 
will, and the energy of the flesh. ,It was rendering to 
God a: purely carnal service instead of.a spiritual service. 
.It was an attempt to approach God in some other than 
the divinely-appointed order .. 
'. "Let us as teachers and p~eachers, let us as Christians 
-all of us called to work in the Lord's vineyard, all of 
.us ~piritual sons of Aaron-let us take tl,tis lesson to 
heart. If we are to serve God acceptahly, there must be 
no strange fire in our service. 

I should only state the actual facts of the case if I were 
to say that in hundreds of churches to-day where people 
meet for worship, there is no sacrifice, there is no mention 
of the blood. They presume to call 1:1pon God in some 
other than ais appointed way. There is no recognition 
of the divine revelation, that God will be served accord­
ing to His own prescription. Instead of that, the wisdom 
of man is substituted for the Word of God-the reason 
of man for the revelation of God. "-

Very often men preach in the energy of the flesh. I 
hope you will be. far more than sermon-makers. I knew 
a man once who thought he was a great preacher. He was. 
a man who had a fine mind, a thoroughly tra'ined and 
disciplined mind. He was a good essayist, a good writer. 
There was a fine literary charm about all he wrote. He 
was a good homilist. He knew how to order and express 
his thought. There was no confusion in his presentation 
of the truth. It was written in a .perfectly orderly fa,shion, 
and was theologically sound .. He knew his B~ble, and 
his sermons usually consisted of an exposition of Scrip­
ture. But I 1l:ever saw a little boy prouqer of a toy, or 
a little girl prouder of the bow of tribbon in. her h~ir, than 

~hat man was of his literary productions which he called 
sermons. 

W·hen any of his i~timate friends visited him; they 
might always expect to be asked to sit down and listen 
while he read one of these great sermons, I am not dis­
counting them: they were very good. I have known men 
who write poetry.' (I hope you Wiill all do so-and I 
hope after you have written it yOl,l will have the good 
sense to keep it to yourselves. It is a good exercise; it is 
a good training in the exercise of condensing much .into 
little. I know of nothing that will teaC'h you how to 

. conden~e a great deal into a ~ew words, w.hen you are shut· 
up to a prescribed measure, whel:l you inust find such 
words as are properly accen~ed to carry out th~ measure 
of your rhyme, as to attempt t9 write poetry. All that is 
very interesting. Write ,a.ll you, can-then put it away in 
a drawer and forgd, i~ I Do not send it to The Gospel 
Witness for publiq~tion. Some people do, and·tell me that 
they yvould make a special concession to The "Gospel 
H/itness, and ''Yould be quite willing to contribute their 
poetry without, Ich~ge. .' .'.' 

That miin. 'Yas like many poets,. who, having written 
poetry, bQre all their friends with the reading of it. Some­
times it is rhyme and no reason, but this man was an ex­
cellent preacher in many ways. But his. spirit and practice 
always jarred upon me. I shrank fr,om them. I felt it was 
out of keeping with his position as.a messenger of Christ 
to be so proud of his intellectual powers, so proud of his 
homilectical ability and his. literary skill. I can see him 
now, after reading some 'production, put it down and 
say, "What do you think of that?" . ' 

That is dangerously near offering "strange fire". .By 
all means, labour over your sermons. Write' them-not 
once, nor twice, but many times; Write them; write them 
carefully. Be careful of your lang-qage. See that they 
contain nothing but the truth 'of Scripture. See that they 
are well ordered, so that people will be able to remember 
what you say; that you may be a teacher as well as a 
preacher; that you may teach while you preach, and preach 
while you teach. And in .the doing of all that, remember 
that you need the illumination of the 'Holy Spirit-in your 
study as much as in the pUlpit. When at last you come 
to deliver your message, make sure it is delivered in the 
power of the Holy Ghost; and "not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made 'of none 
effect" . In. all our sermons, let us be as simple . as little 
children ·before the Lord; let our entire dependence be 
upon God, and upon the truth of His gospel. Let us rely 
upon God to make our preaching and teaching effective. 

Strange fire indeed I-not only as applied to preaching 
and teaching, but to the art of living as Christians, and 
to the virtue of' giving as "Christians. "Whether there­
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of .God." Let us see to it that we are energized in 
every thqught of the mind, in every word we utter, and 
in every. act we perform,-that 'we are energized and 
dire~ted by that Power that is from above. 

:When this strange fire ,vas offered, there came aut a 
fire. from the Lord and destroyed Nadab and Abihu, 
"and" they died before the Lord." Moses explained. the 
sitqa,t~on. It is as though he said, "Did I not tell you that 
if . you come to God, you must c;ome in His way, and not 
in your own? This is it that the Lord spake, saying, I 
will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before 
all the people I will be' glorified." . They died Q~fore the 
Lord. . 
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One cannot read that without thinking of the New 
. Testament paraUel, Ananias and Sapphira, who certainly 

offered strange fire when they came with a lie upon their 
lips, and died before the Lord, literally,. for their false­
hood. May it not be that there is a divine visitation that 
comes upon the preacher and teacher, and upon the 
church, tha~ presumes· to offer "strange fire"? 

I think I told you once what a friend reported to me 
of the great D. L. Moody. Almost the last. time he ad­
dressed the students of the Institute, standing before 
them with. tears coursing down his cheeks, he said that 
it .was his daily prayer that the Lord would not suffer 
him to live long enough to lose his power to preach the 
gospel, to lose his spiritual power over men. 

Some of us have had a long enough experience in the 
Christian life to see men who began their life's work like 
Nadab and Abihu, with every promise of exercising a use­
ful ministry, men of ability, men of real distinction, men 
to whom people looked for leadership, go to pieces. 
Something happened, and they seemed to wither away and 
die out, so that they lost all power to influence men. May 
we pray constantly that we be not castaways, that we be 
not laid on the shelf, and put out of the service of the 
Lord. 

The sentence at the end of the third verse is very signi- . 
ficant: "And Aaron held his peace." He saw his own 
sons die ·before the Lord-"and Aaron held his peace." 
He had nothing to say. He acquiesced in the divine 
judgment. He offered no protest whatever, but held .his 
peace. . Thus also· our Lord Jesus Christ, infinitely 
gracious as He is, will hold His peace and pray not for 
such as offer strange fire and call down judgment upon 
themselves. 

Moses then gave direction for their burial, just as Peter 
'gave direction for the burial of Ananias, and later of his 
wife, Sapphira. The people, Wtre forbidden to mourf;1. 
They were not to uncover their heads, nor to rend theIr 
garments: they were to show that they had no sympathy 
whatever for those who had thus transgressed before 
the Lord. 

V. 
There is a very useful word, for ministers particularly, 

in the ,ninth ·verse of the tenth chapter. In one sense, it 
may not apply to you. There are none of you who will 
be disposed to drink strong drink. But certainly it may 
well be understood as a word of direction to care for 
one's physical frame. Though none of us drink im­
moderately, we may eat immoderately, or be immoderate 
in other ways. We do well to be temperate in all things, 
and to put a difference between the holy and the unholy. 

VI. 
From the twelfth verse to the fifteenth, the priests are 

instructed to live of the offerings, to eat the meat offered. 
.Th,ey that r.ninistet: at the altar are 'to live of ~he altar. 
Our religion ought to be, not medicine, but meat.· The 
priests were to find delight and joy in their service. 

I remember a man who came to this church, and who 
was later a deacon, a very warm friend of mine. He 

. left us· later-nearly eleven ·years ago. But he was ·a 
faithful member for some years, and he once said a thing 
which brought me great comfort. It was this·:' "Since 
coming to Jarvis· Street I have had an entirely new con­
ception of what it means to be a Christian;" I said, "I 
am glad to hear that. What has happened to you?" He 
replied, "I always looked forward to Sunday as a day of 

. trial, of irksome duty. I dreaded its coming, and was 
always relieved when it was past. I had so ma~y years 
of that, that it did not enter my mind people could look 
forward to the Lord's day as a day of refreshment arid 
inspiration and real joy, a day when they would get a 
foretaste of heaven. But my atti~ude has changed en­
tirely in that matter, and now sometimes toward the end 
of the week I say, 'Thank God, it ,will not be ,ong until 
Sunday.' And when Sunday comes, it is a high day; I 
live on the inspiration of it until the next Sunday." So 
much for the house of God. 

That ought to be· our attitude toward the Bil?le.' It 
ought not to be only as a medicine-chest-it is a medicine 
chest. I was brought up on homoeopathy. I do not 

. know anything about it, but I know we had a book in 
our house that gave all sorts of directions. It made no 
difference what happened to any member of our family, 
my mother could always recognize the symptoms, and 
know exactly what it was. I think she could diagnose a 
great deal more accurately than some doctors. Then, 
when she knew what was the matter, it was a simple 
matter to go to the book and find the'remedy. I used 
to take belladonna" an!1. I know not what else! There was 
a medicine-chest with all these homoeopathic medicines 
in our house, and it was only in a case of very serious 
illness the doctor was called in. We had a family doctor 
who knew how to look after the children pretty well. 
Some of ' them have survived the treatment fairly ·well! 

The Bible is our medicine-chest as Christians. If we 
have any ailment we can find out from the Book what is 
the matter. It will diagnose the case, and will prescribe 
the remedy-and it will not be long until the medicine is 
provided. It is a family physician. 

But who wants to be sick all the time? I know some 
people who like to be sick. I was in a home one time 
where there were two little children. The little girl evi­
dently had a very peculiar taste: she was fond of vinegar. 
Think of drinking vinegar! The little ,boy went into the 
pantry and saw his sister drinking the vinegar. (I think 
the little girl's name was Popsy). He ran out to his 
mother, exclaiming, "Mamma, Popsy is drinking vine­
gar." To which Popsy replied, "Well, you are not sick" t 
She seemed to think that was a special privilege, to drink 
vinegar! 

I have known many people who seemed always to be 
sick-and always drinking vinegar-and prescribing it 

. for other people. They are about as sour as they look 
-and look as sour as they feel. 

The religion of Christ ought not 'to make us vinegar­
drinkers! It ought to sw.eeten us up. We ought to learn 
how to Hve· of the altar. Moses said, "There is your 
meal. Go and eat it. Be happy about it. Be satisfied 
with it." There is something radically wrong with our 
religion and our spiritual state if we can find no gladness 
at all ,in our religion. . 

That was a suggestive word that Brother Pettingill , 
brought us Saturday evening, of the man who had lost 
one hundred and seventy thousand dollars, and had a face 
as long as the proverbial fiddle. He had a Christian 
friend whom he told he had lost all he had· yesterday; he 
had .nothing to-day. "Are you not saved?" asked the 
friend. "Yes." "Have you lost that?" "No." Before 
he left this friend's store hr. had taken an inventory of his 
.assets, of the things he' could not lose; and was happy in 
the· Lord notwithstandjng his great material loss. 
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We shall not be immune from these things. We shall 
have our losses. We shall have our trials. We shall 
have our privations, and our tribulations too, plenty of 
them:. But over and above all that, surely if we are 
Christians, -we shall find some satisfaction in Christ. If 
there is not satisfaction in Him, then I would advise all 
who ,have come to the Seminary to pack up your bags and 

'go home. You are wasting your time, and we are wast­
ing our time,' if the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ does 
not minister satisfaction to heart and conscience. 'If it is 
not what this weary world needs, then let us have done 
with ·it. ' , . 

-Sir Wilfred Grenfell went to hear Moody preach once 
when he was a medical student in London. Wh,en he 
came out of the building where that simple but great 
evangelist had preached, he said, "I am going to do one 
of two things: make my religion real, or chuck it." You 
know what he did~r, what the Spirit of God did for 
him. He made it real. And Sir Wilfred Grenfell has 
been a missionary to the stricken people of L<>abrador now 
these many years, and is on,e of the greatest missionaries 
of the world to-day. Let us make our religion real. Let 
us live on it. Let it be our daily meat, and not our 
occasional medicine. 

VII. 
"And Moses diligently' sought the goat of the sin offer­

ing, and, behold, it was burnt." I cannot expound that 
passage. It suggests something that is rather elusive, 
but it is wonderfully suggestive. He asked Aaron, why 
he had not eaten, and this is what Aaron said: ,"And 
Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this day have they 
offered their sin offering lj.nd their burnt offering before 
the Lord; and such things have befallen me; and if I had 
eaten the sin offering to-day, should it have been accepted 
in the sight of the Lord ?"-"And when Moses heard that, 
he Wl!-S content.!' 

There'is a passage for you. There is a field in wh~ch 
to do a 1ittle digging, in which to do your own thinking, 
-"Such things have befallen me"! What had hap~ened 
,to Aaron to-da:y? ' ,He h~d seen his own sons slain before 
the Lord. ' He had seen them tarried' out, and buried 'out 
of sight for their sin; and he had no .appetite for ~ any':' 
thing. It was \a time to fast rather than to feast. It 
seems as though he had said to God, even through Moses, 
"In the anxiety of my soul, in the bitterness of my spirit, 
let me be excused from eating to-day." 

This I know, experiences will come to us sometimes 
that are indescribably painful, too painful to talk 'about. 
You will have to go into the depths, as Aaron did. But 
think that out for yourself. 

VIII. 
Just a word about the eleventh chapter. It is about 

the clean and the unclean beasts, the things that might be 
eaten, and the things that were not to be eaten. The 
animals that cqewe,d the cud, and parted the hoof, were 
clean. Those that chewed the cud; but did not part the 
hoo~ ; or those that parted the hoof but did not chew 'the 
cud, were unclean. And, of course, those that neither 
parted the hoof nor chewed -:the cud were unclean. These 
were forbidden. There were also creatures of the deep 
that were equally forbidden: fish without scales or fins. 
There were also certain of the fowls of the air that were 
clean, and others unclean; some of them w~re not to be 
eaten. Then there were the creeping things, things that 
crept and flew', ,that went on an fours and' had wings, as 

locusts. Some of them were clean, and some were 
unclean. 

We have not time for a minute examination of those 
things-and I at least' should not be competent to dis­
course upon it, because I do not know enough about the 
nature of" these animals to give you a reason even for my 
own statement. But it is a conviction with me-I give it 
to you only as my opinion. You may think about it, and 
make application of it as you will-it. is a conviction with 
,me th,at no law of God ;is ever arbitrary; God never says; 
"Thou shalt not", just for the sake of saying it. 

I have known some parents who were arbitx:ary in their: 
attitude toward their children. I lived in a home Olice . 
with one such. That' mother seemed to take delight in 
saying, "Don't"-when there was no reason for say.ing 
it. It was just an arbitr.ary prohibition for which there 
was no real necessity. It depended very much upon her 
'own mood. When her little girl said, "Mamma, may I 
do so-and-so?" if the mother was in a good mood she 
would say, "Yes, dear." If she was not, she said "No!" 
That child soon found out that her mother' often forbade' 
her doing things for no reason at all. I was only boar.djng' 
there, and it was beyond my province to ·say ariything,­
but I thought a great deal. I often think more 'than I f 

say-although I do say a great deal. It is a good thing, , 
like Aaron, to learn to hold one's peace. ' " ' 

There is always a reason for everything that God com-· 
mands, whether it be 'a negative 01' a positive. To show 
you what I mean, think of sin in general-not Pllrticular 
sins, but that which is contrary to the divine holiness. 
and which God prohibits. It is not merely an arbitrary 
law which says, "Thou shalt not do this or < that." .It is 
forbidden because the thing itself is injurious to us. 

As for instance, a delicate child wants to go out and 
play when the ground is damp. 'Her mother would like' 
her to have a good time, but she says, "No". She knows 
very well if she goes out she will have croup. She knows 
the child is so delicate that she cannot be permitted to go 
where it is damp. ,When that ... mother says, "No", it is not 
that she would deprive the child of pleasure: she' says it 
in the interest of the child. ' 

If one' were going to drink something that has poison 
in it, if you 'were even roughly to strike the cup from the 
hand, while you' might seem to be discourteous, your act 
would be one of kindness. You know it would kill. 

That is the reason sin is prohibited. Sin 'is poison to 
the soul. It kills. There is no way out of .it. That is 
why it is prohibited. I believe if we knew more about the 
nature of things-I do not say character, the outward 
form of things, but the nature, the essence-we should 
discover that every la~ of God is founded on the nature 
of things. That is my own conviction. 

I believe that behind these prohibitions there was a deep 
hygienic reason. I think you are likely to be healthly if 
you observe these laws. I do not mean as a religious 
ceremony. We are delivered from 'all that. I do not mean 
that aspect of it,-but you are likely to be healthy if you 
follow these rules. For instance, snail!> are among the 
forbidden things. It is easy for me to keep that law! I 
do not want any of them. There are several other things 
here-but I need not name them; study the chapter for 
yourselves. ,Of course, there are 'others that are within 
the category of the clea!1 that, 1 suppose, untrained, we 

. should not care to eat. But I suggest that line of enquiry 
to you, and give it to you as my own opinion, that when 

(Continued on _pag~ 11) 
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. Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf they offered be:liore ;the Lord and died", before the Lord in his hands full of sweet 
(v. 1; 10:2) land ,the ,important natu'l'e incense beaten small"," and ibrought :it 
thereof is seen in the directiO'!1lS Ig,iven within the veil; and "put the ,incense 

No.1 conoerning the various rites. Th.e priest upon the fire .before the Lord that ,the 
-----....;.----------- is instruoted first of all not ;to come at cloUd .of the incense" might "ccwer the 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. all times into the ho()ly place withIn ifJhe mercy s'eat tibat is upon the testimony", 

VoL 7 

Lesson 7 February 14th, 1932 
FIRST QUARTER. 

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 
Lesson Text: Lev. 15. 16:· 
Golden Text: "And for this cause he is 

the mediator of the new. testament, 
that by means of death, for the redemp­
tion of the transgressions that were 
under the first testament, they which 
are called miglht receive the promise 
of eternal inheritance." Heb. 9 :15. 

veil ,before the mercy seat whtch is upon (vs. 12, 13). Mter that ihe was instruct;.. 
the ark; that !he die n,ot", (v. 2). This ed to take the blood oOif the ,bullock and 
place 'WIRS the holy of holies., symibolical sprinkle it with his finger upon the meil"Cy 
of the place ,of God's immediate presence seat eastw.a:I"d, and) !before the mercy 
into which the high ,priest alone entered seat seven times, (v. 14). In this man­
only once elliC'h 'Y&ar ,on the day of atone- ner the blood was presen.t;ed before ,the 
ment, and that not without blood, (Heb. Lore, and untQ Him. The burnt offering 
9:17). At that time the way intO the se- was not ·offered until later, (v. 24). The 
cret place was ,not open to all, bUt at the slignificance of these offerings has been 
death 'of Christ the veil was rent from noted in former lessons, therefore no 
top to bottom, (Matt. 27:51), signifying further explanation ,is necessary. except. 
free access into the divine :presence ,to state thlat the sin offering has an ex­
through the sacrifice of our Lord, (Heb. piatory siglDificance and the !burnt offer­
~0:19, 20),. and tihe lfulfilm~t.of the type ing a dedicatory. 

Daily Bible Readings: m ,the antl'type. Weare mVIted now ;to The offering for the congregation. 
Monday----.Psalm 103:1-11. enter boldly.unto the throne . .of 'grace, After offering his own .offering the high 
Tuesday-Psalm 103:12-22. there.;to ,,?btadn meI'lCy, and find Igrace to priest kiHed the goat of the sin offer-
Wednesdoay-Jer. 31:31-37. help In time of need, (Heb. 4:16). ing, and did wIth, its blood as he had 
'I1hursday-Ezek. 36:25-38. Aoaron is :liurther instructed concerning doOne with the :tIl-ood of tbe Ibullock, (v. 
·Friday-Luke 23:22-46. the cleansing of his body whic:h was ·to 15), t.be blood ,of this .offering mlliking 

.. Satm-day-Col. 1:12~23. ~ washed, and! the putting on of the Iholy "an atonement foor the 'ho[y place because 
. Imen .garments, the c.oat, ;the· breeches, of the on'Il:rleanness .of the. children of 

I. 'THE UNCLEAN .ISSUE. (15:1-33). the gIrdle, and, the mItre, (v. 4). Sucih ISl'ael, and !because .of ·the~r trans.gres-
A:iloOther instance ,of the care of God dir,}ctions. emphasize .the neces'sity f,or s10ns .in all tJhen- sins", (v. 1.6). No Jl!:an 

over the ,bodies of His people is seen. in holmes~ In. the pn:sence of God. This w~ m the tab(lTll~le whIle th~ hIgh 
this l~s'on, wherein explicit directions He deSlll'es.m all HIS ~WIIl, (Heb. t2:114). prIes,t was .perf?~mIng .tht;se dutIes, (v. 
are 'gIven concerning ~rs'ODS 'afflicted It also typIfies th'e holmess found m our 17), and ,upon :1us ·E'lJDer.gmg therefrom 
with an unclean issue, (vs. 1-33). The Great Hi~h P·riest, Jesus Chri'st. He· was after mak.ing atonement "fOir mmself, 
person so afHi~ was l11'nclean, anything the 0!l& m wh~m ~ere was. found no si,~. and for ~lS houselhol1, and foor all the 
touched by the l,ssue was unclean, and And m the dllVestmg ,of hI~self ?f H~s oongregatlon of.Israel , (v. 1~), ~ made 
any pel's'on crooning in c'ontact with the .gorgeous gaTlJDents by the IhIigh PrIest, 10 IlItonement for the ,altar, spnnkhng the 
~'llIDle was likewise affected. On regain- order to put on the p!a;in white clothes, iblood of the of!:eriDlglS therenpon, ,evs. 18, 
Ing cleanness' the one afHicted washed we learn of the humIlity necessary ,on 19). Mter tins' pm of the seTVlce was 
his clothes ar:d bathed his flesh, and 'On the pa~ of a~l who would ap,proacih. God completed, the second Igoat whl~ had 
the eigh.th day ·bi-ought an offering unto to receIve !f'l!S mercy. been presented unto the Lord lVlth the 
the Lo~ of two turtle do()ves, or two The offerIng of the priest. There C'!lm.- other, (v. 7), and known !'18 the S(!~~­
young pIgeons, tihe one for III sin offer- not be ·acomplete type.of our Lordiamong goat, (vs. 8-10), wa~ sent In~O the Wll.-!­
ing, the other 1ior a burnt offering, (vs. men anywhere, foil' th~ fin~te cannot ade- erness ,after a pr~scl"l!bed. ~rvl:Ce ~ad ,be~n 
13-1-5). '.J!lIe person unclean by contact !lu~tely por.tr~y the InfinIte. And this perlor'J!led over It. T.!te high PrIest laId 
wBlSlhed hds c.lothes Iba'thed lhimselif in IS allustrated m the case of the Aaronic both hIS hands upon !Its head then con­
waJter, and remadn~ unclean unti'l the pries1JhoodJ.' Each priest must die and fe~'sed ".over lhim all: the iniquities of the 
~ven, (v. 5). The issue ·was unclean in when he did S? his prie~thood ceased, but child~n '0.£ Israel ;and; all the~r trans­
Its nature, as well. as, ceremooially, and is our Lord's .pne~thood IS I%tern'al, (Heb. gr·eSSIons l'!l all thmr sans, ,fUttll~g them 
a :pl'ofitable and mteresting study from 7:24). He liS ahve for evermore, having lJopon the he,~ ,of the goat, whIch was 
sucih an aspect, 'but it speaks to us also overcome death· and the' grave. Tihis ~en sent ~way 'by the hand of a fit maD 
of something. deeper than the laws of contI;ast is· seen also ,in relation to the mto the Wll~erness: ':AI?-d. th~ .goat shall 
hygiene, good and -necessary though ?fferi,ngs. Bef?I"e presenting the ,offer- bear upon. hIm .all theIr IDlqUIties unto a 
these may be. We learn there:lirom of mg fo,r ·the nati,on, Aal'on offered one, for land not mha1lnted: and he shall let go 
the unclean nature of sin, and the man- himself 'and his house, (v. 6). He was the goat into the wilderness." 
ner of· its cleansing, for the consequences only a ~an, and consequently imperfect, The typical significance of the sWn 
of sin affect man's W1h'ole nature, reach- and requared an offering to ·atone foO'l' his goat is quite clear as representing, with 
ing deeply therein, even in hds own de- QWD lS,ins and th;ose of his bouse. Our Lord the bullock, our Lord in His death for 
!Gwed likeness, (Gen. 5:3), and all oMs did not r~quire to offer an offering in His our sins. Concerning the living goat,. 
relationships are tai·nted with sin. The own behmf. He'had no sin to cover, no difference of opinion has eXlisted 
only way .of cleansing is otfurough the defilement to cleanse away. He was alb- concerning the meaning of the ;term 
waSihing .of regeneration, (Titus 3:5), so1utely perfect. It is with th:anks'giv- translated "scapegoat", some referring 
based on the ex;p!jate>ry sacrifice of our ing we thus .state Hlis. coharacter. He was it to "Satan", others to "a thl'll!g' 
Lord Jesus Christ, (Eph. 5:25-27). Note the God-man, without defect of any kind. separated unoo God". Whatever view 
the desire ,of God for cleanness in His In this offering ,of the priest on his own is adopted the ty.pical application is to. 
people, and the dread c.on1sequenoes of de'- 'be~alf we .seeagadn the necessity of Christ who bore 'away our sins, (Heb. 
filement, (vs. 31). ~plain this from the hohness 'on the part of tJte one who would 9:28), for this goat was presented :bef.ore 
spiri,tual sta.ndpoint, and show the'neces'. serve God, and especialloy on the part of the Lord ·wi1jh the one whi,ch was slain. 
sity of being clean here and hereafter. the one who would offer s'acrifice on be- Typically the goat ,bore. away the sins 

half ,eyf others. ·There ·must iby no poe- of Israel i·nto ,the 'W!ilderness, "unto a 
II. THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, sibility be any sin unatoned for on the land not inhBlbited". ,Am.ong the many 

(16:1-34). part of the priest, no ceremonial unclean- lessons to be derived from this obser-
The preparation of the priest. Among n~ must'be found in him. All must be vance, note: the twofold oaspect .of the 

the ()lbserva·nces of ISl'ael :the day .of cleansed before pemorming the duties wor.k of .our' Lordi, in wffering the pen­
atonement WIllS 1liCC0unted! the central one. pel'taining to the day of atonement-alii allly, and bearing away the sin; the dis­
To the Israelite the time of its .abser- ~peaking of the perfection Mone found posal by God of 1fue sins of His peG.ple 
vance was THE dalY. 'Dhis 'Was' due to m our Lord. ' -removed them, (·Ps. 103:1f.!), cast them 
thoe !Sacrifidal importance ·of the services. The offering for the priest was "a ~nto ~he depths of the s'ea, (Mic. 7:19), 
'Dhoe· offerings. were national in their young bulloek !tor III. ain offering. and a bl,otted them out, (Is. 44:22); the inade­
scope, and covered 'the· sins {jf. the whole ram j)or· a; burnt .offering". (v.· 3), the quaey of. the animal' offeringlS required 
people. The time of the institution of I former being offered first. The ibuHock repetition;. the sufficiency of our Lo.rd's 
this observance giv!!n as "after the was ,slain, then Aaron took a "censer full offering, and the iloature of divine ,salva­
death of .1fue two sons of A,aron when lof burning coals' of fire from off the altar ti.op., by substitution. 
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(Continued from page 9) , 
the Word of God says a certaih thing is unclean, and is 
not to be eaten, you will do very well without it. 

I would not say that on religious grounds these things 
are prohibited. I .have no sympathy whatever with 
Seventh Day Adventism, or its legalism. But just as one 
?ay in seven should be set apart for re~t, because we ,need 
It, so I believe there is.a deep hygienic law running 
through these prohibitions. 'If we observe them we are 
likely to be better in health. At all events, I like the safe 
side of uncertainty. Skirt the precipice if you will: I 
prefer the high road fenced on both sides when I want 
to make a jou~ney. Thi~k that through for y~urselves. 
I 

DON'T FORGET THE 
. HOD .. CARRIER 

Who is"h~? The GOspel Witness of 
course. The friend of all good causes, 
and a succourer' of many." 

The fiscal year for,rh~.Gospel Witness' 
will close M~rch 3 1st also. Pian 'to ,send 
a contribution' to J'he Gospel Witness 
Fund bef~re that date, and to make s~re,­
send it now. 

,I, 

',KEEP 'THE FIRE 
BURNING 

Toronto Baptist Seminary 'is the only 
Baptist Theological seminatty in Canada 
irrevocably committed to Evangelical 
principles, teaching its students that the 
Bible is the infallible word of God, and 
that men may be saved only through 
faith in the cleansing efficacy of the blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On this ground Toronto Baptist Sem­
inary solicits your support. 

, We·need $1,500.00 per.month. Our 
fiscal, year will close March 31st. ,Send: in, 

. a' contribution now~ .' 

Put Toronto--Baptist Seminary, Jarvis' 
St." in ,your will. , " 

mbe Wnion. Jjaptist. Witness 
Is the Qfficial Publication of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Qntario and Quebec. Send all communieations to 

the Qffice Secretary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, Canada 

NO. FUTURE WITH THE ·REGULARS. The :UnIon of Regular B,aptiJ~,t Church- Podge" whether in' pudding, or not, is 
We are told'that a yo-ung minister :was es 'of Ontario and Quebec promises n{)th- alway.s the same and is 'an insult to -one's 

recen-tl'Y approached ,by an older one and ing to- the men' ass'ociated with it: if it intelligence and one must certainly ,be 
given adv:ice. Th,is i8.d'W.ce was to the is. noi\; enough that .the Lord bas' pro- the m{)st guIlible ,of the gulliblEls not to 

, effeCt that if the YOIllng man wisihed a Iffiised ,that "He goeth !be!f.ore" and: that detect It in spite of 6,anctimonious 'W1mp­
real field of service, he should seek else- Hds followers 'have !been ordained that pings and its h'Y'POOl'iJtical content. 
where than. in the ranks' of the churc-hes they should ,go and ibring forth .wuit, .. ' • ,. • • 
assoCiated with othe fellowship, ,known as they shO'Uld certainly seek ,0000er 88S'O-
"The Union of Regular B~tis:t C}:l-urehes eiations; for as in Spu~geoJi'S ,time 'We TURKEY AND ALL THE FRILLS 
of Ontario- and 'Quebec". belon'g to "the mOISt des,plSed ,of all sects". Were enjo-yed iby our o-ut...goo.ing mis-

Now, whdle we !believe that the young , • • • • siooary ,party on Christmas Day, 1931. 
men who, have been separated unto the On :hoard the EMer-Dempster ,Liner 
ministry of the Igospel and are associ'ated HODGE PODGE AGAIN. hound :liQll" Afriea, weare told that there· 
with the Unron are anxious to have· a A ,week or so ago, it was noted in these was a real Ohris-tmas celebration and 
large sphere of 's'e.rvice, we do noOt think pa.ges ,thart; there \Vere thos'e who evi- that funny ~aper hats were donned .by 
they are 'IYVer anxious to make a name dently had: '8 taste fior "Hodge' Podge", all, while ;pretty 'ba:Hoons added :to the 
fQll" themselves, ibUJt to exalt His ilwly but we had no idea that there would be festive decoration. 
Name. The aJhove "adv:ice" reminds others ,who would ;publicly broadcast their Miss .stacey p1ayed for the :Singing 'and 
one of the fact that when Charles Had- distaste. I-t was, ,therefore, quite'a shack this ,was ~tly enjG'Yed until about 
dJon Spui-:geon ,went to 'Londoo, "men to read the headline of an interesting eleven o'clock. when the mem.ibers !()(( ,the 
comforted -his :father with doleful pro- newlS item in the Toronto, Dadl'Y Star of missionary par.ty retired. After they' 
p.hecies of failure; and one hardly won- January 25th.as f:ollow:s-T,LLLEY QiB- ~eft :for their state-rooms, they realized 
ders at their fears. A mere· youth, un- JECTS TO 'HODGE ,PODGE'. The that there was another s'orif; of party held, 
known, Sia;ve to very few, with~ut :wealth abo-ve refers'to the eminent lawyer, W. and yet pbey ha.~ faith to believe tha.t 
or powerful frie:n.ds. and, moreover, be- N. Tilley, -K.C .• who is reported ~o"have the LOIJ."Id win hOillortheir tes.timony. 
loon-png to one of the m-ost despised of said-"We oibject to 'bed'DIg tried undier Mr. Hanco-x endeavourea to speak to­
all sects, it dad not seem probable that a ohod!ge podge principle by means ,of .he members of th.e crew and othen, as 
the new-oCom.er would !be known beyond which it appears as if they were de'ber-' ~ Mrs. Haneox, and Miss Stacey, when 
the narrow ci~le of his' own ehurch," mined to get a eonvicti{)n in one, man- '!!yer o'pport.uni,ty presented itself, hut in 
so writes one' of his bi~gi'aphers. nar or another". The principle of ,"Hodge most cases met with relbuff. 'Dhe chief 
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steward seemed more interested than at the church's recent Annual Meeting ofbrinoging them into the sclJ.ooI for 
the rest .am.d M,r. Hancox had a Iong ta)k splendid reports w~e lJ.'IeCeived:' from all the sake of numbers, but to have the op­
with him about ihiis soul's salvation. Join departments ,of the work. portunity of bringing them to the Lord 
with the missionaries in prayer tbat the T,he Young 'People's meeting !held 'On Jesus' Christ. Last week, there was an 
Lord will bring him to Himself. Monday el\llenings has /been particularl'Y attendance of one.hundred and three in 

'Dhe Captain of the :boat, while seem- encouraging ,lateLy and forty ~ the ,Bible ,Sc.'hooil and the preaclJ.ing ser­
irilgJy resenting ,the missi'OnarielS' deslire to people are 'O:1iten gathered there to co, vice was :also well attended:. New :&.m­
preach Ohrist to him, was most co.nsider- of Him". The prayer meetings of the iIJi.as are becoming interested from week 
ate of the party's comfort and was kind- cih.ureh are times of !bleS'Singand refres:h- to week and the pastoral care O!f the flock 
ness itself and the pl'l8.yers of God's ing and the Bible School SMW8 a.good is demanding. !Pray for Mr. Chi-pcbaise 
people are ,SS'ked f'Or him also. incl"e8Se in attendance. Rev. R. K. Yal- and the i1a:ithf.ul members of the ·Suffclk 

The a:bove interesting notes h'8IVe been land is Pastor. . St. Chlureh wh'O are so willingly goiving of 
culled bom a card .received: firom MTS. .• • • • ;their ,best in 'behalf of the Mission. 
H'8IIlOOx. ,It was ,mailed fu,om Freetown. In connection with the seivioos held at 
We are stilI anXliouslyawaiting detters OtterviUe and! Rosanna, it is noted t'hiat 
telling illS of the arrival at Grand BlIiSSL there were several responses 1'.0 the in-

• • • • 
A NOTE OF INTEREST. 

Fr()m Mr. D. H. Bailie, a ·mem!ber of 
'At the time .O!f writing, Mrs. Hancox ,>d,tation and that at West Oro, w.hen the 

felt that it wO!uld 'be Monday, December Band visited the ,Ohurch to assist in the 
28th, 'bef'Ore Grand Bassa was nlsched, re-opening .O!f the oourc.h alfter its 'hav­
but from the cable ad-
vice, it wo.uId appear 
that that port was made 

Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 
and one of the men of 
the Tor '0 n t 0 Baptist 
Seminary, we Ihear that 

two days earlier. 
• • • • 

PLEASE NOTE­
IMPORTANT. 

The Union Office en­
deaV'Ors to keep an 'up­
to-date list 'Of all Church 
Officers, that notices 
may !be forwarded when 
necessary, without delay. 
It is to be expected that 
there will 'be changes of 
officers from ti·me to 
time and the churches 
are requested to co­
.operate with the Office 
by sendmg word of any 
such changes to the 
Office Secretary, 337 
Jarvis Street, Toronto. 

Wlith regard to change 
of address for the Mis­
si'onary Bulletin, it is 
also asked that 1Jhe Office 
be advised, as even a 
slight cban.ge i,n address 
will mean the return of 
your Bulletin which is 
forwarded under ;the cir­
cula,r ;postal rate. 

• • * • 
ORANGEVILLE. 

The OrangevUle Bap­
tist Church is experi­
encing good ,times. The 
Young People's meetings 
are 'Of a particularly in­
teresting charaoter and 
'One meeting a month is 
given to the Pastor, Rev.. 

SOMETHING NEW 
IN THE WAY OF PROGRAMS 

WIU BE PRESENTED 
AT TIm GREAT MEETING TO Bli HELD 

FRIDAY EVENING, F~BRUARY 5th 

in the 

JARVIS· ST. BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 

For once the work whic:h is being done by, the 
Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario 
and Quebec will, be given publicity. 

THE PRESENTATION WILL BE INTERESTING; 
THE FACTS WILL BE CONVINCING. 

COME....; SEE - HEAR 

The Meeting Will be a Challenge to All Who Call 
Themselves Baptists and to Christians Generally. 

LANTERN SLIDES WILL BE USED TO ILLUSTRATE 
AND WHILE TIm WORK AT HOME WILL BE 
ESPECIALLY EMPHASIZED, nmRE WILL BE A 
NEW PRESENTATION OF LIBERIAN INTERESTS. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5th, AT 8 P.M. 

JARVIS ST. BAPTIST CHURCH, TORONTO 

The Members of the Executive Boant of the Union wiD be p~t. 

he ·has with Mr. Me);... 
bourne (one of 'the 
young men who accom­
panied ·Mr. Bauer's Gos-
pel TrUCK last summer 
through ,Saskatchewan) 
conducted a special 
campaign in the EaSII; 
Nisouri Baptist Church. 
A real time ,o;f -blessing 
Wl8S ·experienced and a 
number ,of decisions fQr 
·Christ were made. Every 
h'Ouse in the district was 
yj,sited '8Illd the occupants 
invited to come to the 
services, t hQ s e who 
would not oome had ,the 
gospel preached to them. 
right there at their own 
door 'Or in their own 
homes. Mr. Bailie will 
be preaC'hing at the East 
Nisouri Church 'On Sun-
day evenings and asks 
that he be remem'bered 
in prayer. 

• • • • 
RUNNYMEDE 

REGULAR BAPTIST. 
Ru nn ymede Read 

ReguIar Baptist IChurch, 
Rev. P. B. Loney, pastor, 
held its annual meeting 
VI e d n e s day evening, 
January '21st, at which 
reports were received 
announcing t hat the 
gl"OSS .income f'Or the 
year was $7 ;5UJ30, the 
net income $5,262.-30; 
from the current fund A. C. Whitcombe. At 

this meeting, the Pastor speaks on 'a 
topic which has been . chosen by the 
Young People themselves and the dis­
cussion of these subjects is profitable to 
all. 

in-g been renovated, there was a great 
meeting. Every available seat 'W'itbJin 
the ehurc.h was taken and many' ft'O 
could not gain admittance listened 
throUlg'h the :windows and doors. At t!his 
1IEI1"V'ice, one young man accepted; Christ 
as Savio,ur~ 

receipts were $3,123. Church .gifts :to 
missions were $94:3.50, and gifts to mis­
sions from all sources amounted to $1,-
091. 78. The foll'Owing were re-elected to 
the Deacons' Board .by acclamation: 

• • • • 
GUELPH. 

The women of the Orangeville Ohul'!C!h 
continue their prayer meetings and there 
is a desire ,to. iby ',prayer and work, get 
the Lord's business done. 

At the close of last Sunday 'evening's "I have pIayed baseball and I know 
service dn response, to an IIIIM)e8l voieed the thrill of winning a game," sa~ the 
by th~ Pastor, a large num~ OJ! ~ PI8IStor.O!f .the ¥'O~ St. B!Lptist Churcl1, 
congregation came fOlrWarci 81gniifying Guelph, WIth which IS ·asSOClAted the York 
their desire to consecrate their Ii:ves anew Road Mission, "hut I have never en-
to the servdee .O!f the I:.ord. jQ'Yed any;bbJing more "tihan the Contest 

• • • '. Wlhicb 'WIe bve ;recently held in our Bible 
.SPRINGFIELD. School". The contest about which Mr. 

Very ihaPI7 times are ibeing e~rd- H. 'R. Chipehase speaks was a campaign 
enced at Spnngfield Baptist Ohurch and for :OOy~ and girls, JIIOt .merely 'a means 

M'ark Woodley, George Mellish, G. A. 
MortiPler. Thomas Silco:x was elected to 
the office of Church Clerk, and H. 
Breechin was elected Treasurer. ,Aft 
increase -in mem;bership of 82. makes a 
total of~. The occasion was marked 
by the recogn·ition of the tenth year of 
the pastor's service, and in movin~ a 
vote to make 'a substantial increase in 
ibis ·salary, Deacon Mortimer expressed 
appreciation 'Of his work. 


