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"What Do Ye More Than Others?" 
One of the challenging enquiries of our Lord in the 

Sermon' on the Mount was this: "If ye salute YOl,u breth
ren only, what do ye more than others? Do not even 
the publica,ns so?" 

Obviously the' Lord expects His disciples, not only to 
believe more, but to do more, than others who do not 
know Him.- A Christian' must out-work, out-walk, out
run, out-give, out-love, other people, If you assemble 
all the virtues which, blended, would compose' a solid 
moral character, those virtues in a Christian should all 
be of a higher quality, a rarer beauty, a heavier weight, 
more enduring,. outclassing, the virtues of others. But 
though that be the standard, how far "short" have we 
all come! 

It is interesting to observe that this quality of super
fineness with good measure is especially to characterize a 
Christian's social 'relations, It is to affect the tone of his, 
"Good morning", and determine the persons to whom his 
cheerful' salutation is to be addressed. He will not be a 
bore at home. He' will not be unloved by his relatives and 
familiars. ,But he will ~speciany exhibit the transcend
ance of Christian virtues before those who are not his 
brethren. 

That "more than others" quality should regulate the 
scope of his social interests, How many professing Chris
tians seem to have no interest in anybody but themselves, 
or those to whom they are immediately. related! Now 
many people seem to shrivel up for want' of an objective 
interest in life! (We suppose that is why some women 
carry dogs about.) On the pretext of minding their own 
business, of which exercise they boast with a Pharisaic, 

smug, complacency, they appear to assume that it should 
be no concern of theirs whether other people have any 
business to mind. Like the Levite and the priest, they 
have no eyes for the victims of others' selfishness, but 
"pass by on the oth~1" side". 

There is an orthodoxy that salutes its brethren only, 
and refuses to be on speaking terms with' those whose. 
terms cannot frame to spefl,k their Shibboleth. We can-' 
not be too true to the W 0rd of God, nor too faithful to 
its precepts and pririciples. But it is. wrong to suppose 
that such fidelity requires us to limit our int~rest and 
communications. to such "brethren" as agree at every 
point with our views and interpretations, and refuse even 
to say "Good morning", to anyone who lives b~yond the 
favoured circle of ou'r little conventicle. We do not 
necessarily credential, or even condone, the 'errors of 
othe-rs by treating the~ with Christian courtesy' and con-. 
sideration. We 'should put a sufficiently high value upon 
the soul of every man tO'inspire us to salute him with 
genuine C}lristian interest .. 

If this principle could be incorporated into a Christian 
soul in such a way as to become the sporing of all its 
actions, in all the social ramifications of life, how it would 
transform the face of society! It would thaw out the ice 
in every Christian assembly. It would fill every 'Sunday 
School class with n~w scholars. It would crowd all the 
prayer meetings. It would fill every church and mission
ary treasury even in hard 'times, and reinforce the army 

. qf Christian missionaries throughout the world by thou
sands of Christian witnesse,s ·eager to live a!ld die to do 
"more than others". . 

.. 
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tEbe JJarbt~ ~treet ~ulptt 
"IF I WERE ·HUNGRY I WOULD NOT TELL THEE." 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening,.January 10th, 1932. 
,(.Stenographically Reported) . 

"If I we·re hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof."-Psalm 50:.1-2. 

A little boy sitting on his mother's doorstep, and 
blowing soap-bubbles from a tea-cup, has no capacity· 
for the ·conception of an immeasurable and unfathom
able ocean, or for the myriad myriad shining stars 
which Omnipotence has flung into the infinite spaces, 
and whose related systems men vaguely call the uni
verse. And when that boy has grown to be a man, 
with a man's mind, with all his faculties developed, 
let us assume, to the highest possible degree of per
ception . and exercise, when he has learned to magnify 
the infinitesimal, and bring it within the range of 
human' vision and understanding, and to reduce the 
immeasurably great to terms of human comprehension 
-when thus he has exercised his utmost powers, and 
has driven th.e great First Cause back as far as it may' 
be possible to human intelligence, when he h~s given 
his life to the study of the things about him. and be
yond. him, he is forced to recognize and to acknow
ledge that above, and beneath, and beyond, and through 
it all, there is an Intelligence, a 'Power, a Will, a Per
son, which transcends his utmost understanding, that 
goes beyond the reach of his maturest thought, even 
as the stars outshine and outlast tl1e soap-bubbles of 

, his boyhood days. 
And. when the laPlP of h~man knowledge burns low 

for want of oil, 'and the voice of· human understanding 
becomes speechless before the infinite mystery, the 
humbled and reverent spirit welcomes a ray of super
natural light, and listens in wondering acquiescence to 
the voice of Revelation: "For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways, my ways, saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts." 

No s.tronger claim could be made for the inspiratiop. 
of this Book as a whole. or for any part of it, than this 
Psalm makes for itself: "The mighty God, even the Lord, 
hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down thereof. Out of Zion, the per
fection of beauty, God hath shined." 

The Psalm is addressed to two ciasses of persons, and 
all creation is summoned to hear witness. It is addressed 
to the saints who have made a covenant by sacrifice, on the 
one hand; and. on the other, to the wicked who know 
not God. And, the same complaint is registered against 
both, that God has' been misunderstood and misrepresent
ed. It is charged· against the people of God that they 
have misinterpreted the divine speech; and against the 
wicked, that they have misinterpreted the divine silence. 
.It makes little difference to the principle, whether God 
speaks or is silent, men are apparently determined to mis
understand Him, and to misrepresent Him. 

In the text I have announced, the LOrd .speaks for 
Himself. He addresses those who foolishly have as-

sumed that they have some ability to plinister to Him. To 
whom He answers, "If I were hungry, had I need of any
thing, I would not come begging at your door. I would 
not even tell you, for the world is mine, and the fulness 
thereof." 

Thus there is set out in this text the great doctrine ~f 
the sovereign independence of Deity-that God is above 
all, and is not "worshipped with men's hands, as though 
he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things"! It is a great text. My only re
gret is that I have no ability to expound it. With fear 
and trembling I take it, to speak to you of that independ
ence which would keep silent, and of that great love 
which, by its o,,:n nature, is forced to utter itself. 

I. 
THERE IS A DIVINE INDEPENDENCE THAT WOULD KEEP 

SILENT. That is the great principle here enun.ciated, that 
if God were in need of anything He would not condes
cend to ask 'it of its; that if He were hungry, Heaven 
would maintain an unbroken silence; we should receive 

. no communication from Him; He would nOlI: tell us. 
First of all, look at the absurdity of that conception of 

Deity, a hungry God I-One Who is so, related to His 
creatures as to be in need of their ministration. That was 
the common pagan concep.tion of ~od. They thought of 
their gods as those who did·"eat the fat of sacrifices and 
drink the wine of their drink offerings." They conceived 
of God as one, or many, to whom they, of their li.ttleness, 
might somehow minister. . 

That is characteristic of human thought to-day as it 
ever was. That concept lies at the basis of all pagan philo
sophies. Men naturally' assume that it is within human 
power to do something to please God. Without a divine 
revelation, men picture God as being hungry, and think 
of Him as being altogether such an one as themselves. 

I heard a Jewish Rabbi speak from New York this 
afternoon on, "Faith"-not faith in God, however, but 
faith in one's self, in one's ability to do things, to over
come all 9bstades, to meet all .requirements; and thus to 
do God's work in the world. 

Ancient Israel had imbibed that pagan' conception of 
God as truly as the Israel of to-day believes it; and had 
allowed themselves to think that they too could do some
thing for God. There are multitudes who still think the 
same thing. No degree· of intellectual enlightenment will 
rid the mind of that false conception of Deity. When 
Paul spo~e to the philosophers at Mars" Hill, he spoke 
to them with a view to correcting that, saying, "God that 
made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made 
with hands; neither is worshipped with men's hands, as 
though he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, 
and breath, and' all things." What he said in effect was, 
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"'You have no power to do anything for God, but God, 
in·His grace, stands ready to do something for you." 

I say, that pagan conception of God is abroad to-day. 
It masquerades under the Christian name, for that is ,the 
d~ctrine that is almost everywhere preached, the doctrine 
of salvation by works. Look at the splendid architect,ural 
creations of ,Rome; their magnificent ca,thedrals reare\f 
by art and man's device; look at all their elaborate ritual, 
their purple and fine linen, with the gilt and glitter of her 
priestly array,-all the merit-earning elements of that 
sacramentarian system. It is all based on the assumption 

. that God is hungry, and that me,n have power, of thel~~ 
selves, to satisfy something that is in God. 

But it makes no difference whether that doctrine is 
preached inside or outside of Rome. The doctrine of 
salvation by human effort, by human works, is the same 
everywhere. ¥lhen the man has paid for his beefsteak, 
and for the other .things that enter into his daily menu, 
and boasts that the coat on his back is his own, and that 
he owes no man anything-when thus he has catalogued 
all his virtues, he seems 'almost like a waiter in a restaur
ant, as though he would hold them up to God and say, 
"There is the menu; surely there is something there that 
will satisfy; What more can even God require than that 
which I stand ready to ,supply?" 

The insolence of it! The sacrilege of it! I had almost 
said, the blasphemy o'f it! Think of the grotesque idea 
of God that lies at the basis of that whole philosophy of 

'salvation which is nearly everywhere preached. It is 
amazing to me, utterly amazing, to discover the number 
of men ,c;alled Christian preachers who, in season and out 
of season, preach nothing but that,' that somehow men 
may minister to God. , 

My friends, if God had needed anything, if there were 
anything true at ,all in that, conception of a hungry God, 
He would not have' asked you for a meal. Had He needed 
an earthly dwelling He could have made the everlasting 
hills the pillars ia His temple, their snowy peaks the em
blems 'of' His holiness,' their rocky and inaccessible 
heights the symbols of His power. He would have made' 
the stars the lights in His temple i the rippling brook, the 
roaring cataract, the majestic ocean, had been His organ; 
the wind His mas.ter organist; the birds had been His 
choristers, a myriad flowers had filled His temple with 
fragrant incense, and as for His sacrifices, ~aith He, 
"Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills., I know all the fowls of the mountains: 
and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were 
hungry-if I; the Maker of heaven and earth, were 
hungry, I would not tell thee: for the worM is mine, and 
the fulness thereof." The pearls of the ocean, the gems 
of the mine, the silver and the gold, are all His. 

What can 'you offer to Him, I shoul<;1 like to know? 
Said He" "I have spoken to you, but do not put that in
terpretation upon my speech, and allow, yourself to be 
persuaded that I.have called to you because I am hungry." 
He has spo~en; Ridicule Genesis! There is no explana
tion of the ,great lie which somebody has told about God, 
and which all mankind have believed, of the universal mis
conception of God, o'f the fact that no man, of himself, 
knows God, or can ever dream what God is like-there is 
no explanation of that fact of all history and of present
day universal human experience, apart from the story 
vf Genesis, and of that great adve,rsary who instilled into 
the human mind a ,false idea of God, of which it has never 

,been delivered but by the direct operation of the recreat-

ing Spirit of God.' Verily darkness has covered the earth, 
and' gross darkness the minds· of the peop1~. 

But God has spoken. ¥/hatever be the explanation of 
the divine speech of that initial question, "Where art 
thou", of the fact that "God, who at sund,ry times and 
in divers manners spake in time past unto' the fathers by 
the prophets", whatever be the reason for His giving to 
men line UpOll line, precept upon precept, 'here a little and 
there a little, sending prophets unto them, rising up early 
and sending them-whatever be the explanation of the 
thunders of Sinai, the gracious whispers of Calvary, what
ever be the solution of that greatest of all miracles and 
mysteries, the mystery of godliness, "Goa manifest in the 
flesh,", whatever be the solution of the problem presented 
by the fact that One Who was Incarnate Deity said to an 
out,cast woman, "Give me to drink", whatever, I say, be 
the explanation' of those voices from Sirt~i and Calvary 
having called to the sons of men, one thing I know, it 
is not because God is hungry and in need of anything that 
you or I can give to Him. ' " 
, Our glorious Lord is independent, not only of .us as 

individuals, and of the whole world, 'b~t of all worlds. ,He 
is over all, blessed for ever. ' 

II. 
But He has' spoken: .HIS IS A Lov1!; THAT MUST 

SP1!;AK. This Psalm is the very word of God. And 
if He has not called to us because He is hungry, 

'why ha'S He spoken at all? \Vhat,. then, is the ex
planation of the fact of divine revelation? Why has Goel 
written to us the great things of His law? It is a fact 
that Heaven, notwithstanding its greatness and independ
ence, has spoken to earth. Blessed be God,.He has spok
en: "The mighty God, even the Lor~, hath spoken, and 
called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the go
ing down thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
God hath shined." 

Why? Why have we a Bible? Why the truth of which 
the Bib~e speaks? Why Bethlehem, Nazareth, Caper
naum, Calv~ry, and tpe open grave? What is the reasqn 
for it? 

It is charged here that the" divine silence has been mis
interpreted: "These things hast thou done, and I kept sil
ence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one 
as thysdf." You must not misinterpret the divine sil
ence. If God does not interfere with the life of iniquity, 
if God does not break in upon the world's sin, we must 
not conceive of Qod as being indifferent to it. You must 
not think of Him as of 'the Levite and the pries.t who, see
ing the wounded ma'n, passed by on the other side. That 
is not the reason. 

There may be some man here this evening who says, 
"I have heard preachers talk about sin, and the wages' of 
sin, and all that kind of thing-but I have gone on my 
own sweet way a long time. I have had a good time do
ing as I like,. and God has not bothered me. He has not 
specially called to me." Has God kept silent? Has He 
sent you no communication? Have you had no letter. 
from Him? Has He permitted you .to go on in your ini
quity without check or restraint at all ? Is there any man 
here who will say, "My conscience has not troubled me in 
many a day"? I heard of a man of whom anotl).er man 
said, "He chloroformed his conscience twenty years ago, 
and it has not wakened since." Is there a,ny man here who 
has allowed himself to feel a measure of satisfaction ,be
cause he is 'no longer disturbed by conscientious scruples? ' 
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You can go on and do' as you like, and be untroubled? 
My dear friend, do not misunderstand" the divine 

silence. That is the most terrible judgment of all. Do 
you not see that the worst judgment ,that could befall any 
sinner, considered as an individual, or any community, or 
the world at large, would be for God to keep silent, never 
to interfere? ' 

Suppose there were no providential gov.ernment of this 
world? I wonder is my friend here who talks about "the 
ethical implications of the Old Testament"? He says, 
"I do not ·believe in .the story of the exterminafion of the 
Canaanites; at least; I do not believe it was done by 
divine decree. I do not believe God could be so cruel as 
that." Suppose this world were without a .Divine Sur
geon? Let me put it another way: suppose there were no 
restraint' put upon men, and iniquity could . increase, and 
ever increase, and abound and superabound, and no divine 
hand were put upon us, and no voice were to warn us of 
the consequences. of sin? I tell you, my friends, there 

. would very soon cease to be any discussion of the reality 
of hell, for it would be here. We should be in the midst 
of it. Men would :cr;eate their· own hell. 

I heard our friend, the New York Rabbi, talk about 
war as "the supreme folly"; and say that if people w.ere 
sufficiently enlightened they never would go to war again. 
How shall I describe it? What drivel that is! War is 
folly. Human hatred of any kind is folly. These are bu~ 
expressions of inbred sin, and I tell you that you do not 
need Krupps', or other mighty engines of war, to let hell 
loose on the world: you need only to leave men alone;:and 
the natural human heart has enough hell in it to make this 
earth a hell at any time if it were not for the restraints of 
grace. 

That is the philosophy of this text, "These things hast 
thou done, and I kept silence. I let you alone in your 
sin to see what would become o(you." 

There in the night an express train is plunging along 
at a terrific rate, with a load of living .freight. Yonder 
there is a gap which was formerly bridged, but the bridge 
has been carried away by fire or flood. The engineer does 
not see; he has not slackened speed; he sits at .the throttle, 
plunging along at sixty or seventy miles an hour. What 
have you to do to destroy the life of everybody in that 
train? Nothing! Nothing! Keep silence! Say nothing! 
Do nothing! Leave it alone! And it will reach the gulf 
and plunge to destruction. . 

A ship is battling its way through the storm. There 
ought to be a light; there ought to be a buoy ringing its 
bell in the storm. If you would wreck .that ship, what 
have you to do ? You do' not need to touch the rudder
silence the bell! put out the light! Let the ship take its 
own course, that would be all. 

There is a man who takes a glass in his hand. He is go- . 
ing to drink to the health of his friend. He pours into it 
what he thinks is good old wine. He and his companions 
are going to eat, drink; and be merry. He takes the cup 
and asks his friends to drink to the' health of another. 
What if someboqy knows it is deadly poison? Wh~t 
must he do? What have' you to do to become a party to 
his death? Nothing! Keep silence! Let the man drink 
-and it will be the end of him. 

The giddy world that is without God takes its cup of 
pleasure, and argues that because sentence against an evil 
work is not executed speedily, therefore it may drink with 
impunity; no judgment will fall. What have y'0u to do? 

What does God need to do? Nothing! "Thou thought
est tq.at I was altogether such an one as thyself. Thou 
hast interpreted my silence as indifference." 

God is never indifferent to moral evil. He is never 
indifferent to anything that concerns you and me. Wh3:t
ever be the explanation of His silence, it is not that. 

But this is the voice of mercy: "But I will reprove thee, 
and set them in order before thine eyes." Are' you not 
glad that God has spoken? ("Hallelujah !") My friends, 
what I want to make clear-it is measurably clear in my 
own mind, and I should like to communicate it to you if 
I can-is that the teaching of this Psalm is to the effect 
that whenever GOQ speaks, He speaks in mercy. No mat
ter how severely He speaks, no matter how searching, 
how terrible, may be His rebuke, the fact that He speaks 
at all is proof of His concern for us. It is the expres
sion of a love that cannot keep silence, that cannot see 
men go to perdition without stretching out the arm of 
grace to save them . 

That is the philosophy of the. gospel. That is the ex
planation of this Book, and of the coming into the world 
of Him of Whom the Book speaks. That is why the 
"Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us"-because 
God would not permit us to go to the precipice without 
interference. 

If that principle be accepted, what new light it will 
throw upon many of the experiences of life. When a 
man resents something that has happened .to bar his pro
gress in a certain direction, he says, "Well, I could not 
accomplish my will that time, but I will do it yet." Thank 
God, dear friends, for every time God comes into your 
life, for every time He speaks to you, for every time He 
.touches you, for every time in which He interferes with . 
your' natural purpose to do evil. He does it because He 
is moved by a love that will not let you go. 

What about you who are Christians? Why are you. 
Christians? Because God-I say it reverently-pur
sued you; because the Son of man sought and saved 
that which was lost. Not because you sought Him, • 
but because He sought you. What the little Scotch 
boy said, when asked by the elders when he wanted to 
join the church, what he had done toward his own 
conversion, was profoundly true, "I kicked all I could, 
and GoQ. did the rest." That is true. Those of you 
who are Christians here to-night, if you look back 
ove,r your Christian experience, will have to say, as we' 
sing sometimes at our communion service,-

!'Why was I made to hear Thy voice, 
And enter while there's room, 

When thousands make a -wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come? 

"'Twas the same love that spr:ead the feast, 
That sweetly forced us in; 

Else we had still refused to taste, 
And perished in our sin." 

Think of God as One Who seeks, Who will not be 
denied, and Who seeks us fol' our own sakes, that He 
may save us. 

As for you who came in here this ·evening-we 
always have a stranger-or S'o here, and sometimes a 
good many-you who came in without religious ih
terest, you have already said while I have bee.n preach
ing, "I do not think I shall come again. That man 
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speaks about God as, though He were not shut up to 
the church, as though He might go home with me 
to-night; as though. He' might go with me to work 
to-morrow morning, as though I might expect to hear 
His voice every day. I do not mind listening to a 
;little religion on Sunday, hut. I do not want to be 
bother,ed with it on Monday. I do not want"to listen 
to a preach~r who upsets me Sunday night, and makes 
me still more . uncomfortable· by Saturday night." 

If God did not love you, He would not have spoken 
to you. And He has spoken to somebody here this 
.evening. If He had no regard for your soul's salva
tion, if He could not see the ·end of the road, He would 
not trouble you. If He were not determined to s:;tve, 
He would not have watched over your path, while Satan's 
blind slave, you sported with wrath. If He did not love 
thee He wQuld leave thee alone! . 

If, when you leave this building to-night, you should 
see a drunken man staggering along. the street, cross
ing and recrossing, and barely escaping being run 
down by passing cars, what would you do? . You would 
take' him by the arm and say, "Come on, my friend, I 
will'take you home." But were he to ·shake off your grip, 
and if, when you had tried a second time, he were to 
strike you, would you not· be inclined to say, "Well, if 
that is the way you feel about it, l will let you· alone." 
Then you read in the morning paper perhaps that a 
man, crossing Jarvis Street while in a drunken condi
tion, at ten-thirty last night, was injured by a motor 
car; he was taken to a hospital, and died a little later. 
You ~rould probably say, "I am sorry, but I did the 
best I could.. He would not let me save him." 

That, my unsaved friend, is a picture of yourself. 
That is what God has bee!! doing. Do you know what 
the Cross was? From the divine side, it was God's 
estimate of the value of your soul. On the other hand, 
it was man's reaction to God's appeal. It was man, 
.not only striking God in the face as they struck Jesus 
Christ, but chasing Him out of the worlcj., saying, "Let 
me live withotit God .. I do not want God""-putting 'a 
crown of thorns upon the brow of Deity, and nailing 
t.he hands of Omnipotence to a cross of wood. 

But "our God shall come and shall not keep silence". 
He says, "These things hast thou done, and I kept 
silence-but I will reprove thee, and set them in order' 
before thine eyes:" And it is love which cannot view 

. the ,ruin of a' soul in silence that reproves us for our 
sin. It was love for the human race which forbade the 
eating Of the fruit of one tree ,of the garden. It was 
love for the race which sent the deluge. It was love 
which swept the cities of the plain, like plague spots, 
from the earth. It 'was love that thundered from Sinai, 
and made the earth to quake. It was love which 
inspiroed the song' of the angels at Bethlehem. It was 
love which stripped Sin of her disguises, and at the 
place of a skull disclosed her true and hideous aspect
a grinning death's-head. It was love which' let the 
darkness out of hell to cloud ,our skies at noonday. 
It was love which planned to paralyze the sinner in 

, his frenzied race to hell by the cry of a forsaken Soul, 
"My God, my God, Why hast thou forsaken me?" 

It i's love which, having frightened the sinner from 
the ruin of presumption, would woo him from the 
equal rl1in of despair. It is love which tells thee that 
the debt is paid; that·that satisfaction which the law 

'. 

.<!f.,Gqd ,req!lired ha$ :beeq rendered, ,as~ was only pos:
sible, by One Wqo'w:;ts I:Iis equal. For h!l.d He i~ t,hi~ 
respec't, be~n hungry, He would never: haye told thee, 
nor expected .!Satisfaction. at thy hand. Love has filled 
the void'. 

And every voice that speaks from heaven, in nature, 
in providence, in grace,-every voice that would disturb 
thee in the' pursuit of pleasure, or that interferes with 
thine own plan of life, is but the echo of that one Voice 
wHich from the throne of redeeming love is crying, "Turn 
ye, turn ye, for why will ye' die ?" 

Had H;e been ,hungry, we should have had no Bible, 
no message from the skies: He would have reigned in 
eternal silen<:e; He would not have told us! But we have 
the Bible. We have the story of the garden without a 
grave, and of the earth that is' full of human graves, and 
of the garden with a cross and a grave that is empty--'God 
has spoken to us in His Son. Our God has <:ome, and has 
not kept silence, because we, thought .we were rich and 
increased in goods, and had need of nothing, and knew 
not' that We were poor, and miserable, and blind, and 
naked. Oh listen; God has spoken to the world because 
we are hungry, and he wants us to tell Him! He wants 
to set His wealth against our poverty, 'His righteousness 
against our sin, His light against our qarkness. He would 
overwhelm our emptiness, our helplessness, our utter lost-, 
ness, by the infinite fulness. of His redeeming grace, 

Ah, sinner,- He sent His Son to die for thee. He 
established His church that it, might proclaim His 
everlasting gospel for the saving of thy soul. He 
ha's sent the Holy Ghost to quicken thee, 'and to make 
thee a new creature. You have heard a Voice crying 
in the wilderness, ringing from the Cross, andec40ing 
from the empty grave: and you have riever been able 
to silence that Voice. It is a.Voice from another world, 
a call from somewhere beyond' the stars. Are not all 
His ministering angels spirits sent forth "to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation"? 

"Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 

And'still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the' weary world; 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing, 

And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The bles'sed angels sing." 

Oh., hear the Saviour as He calls thee from sin and 
want' and wretchedness, to tread the shining way with
in' the gates ·of light, Where the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the thmne shall feed" thee, and lead thee unto 
fountains of living waters, and God shall. wipe away 
all tears from thine eyes. Redeeming Love is waiting 
{or th;i.ne a!lswer. Oh. prodigal in the far country, if r 

thou art hungry, tell Him! 
Let us pray: 
vVe thank Thee, Lord, for the condescension of 

grace. We' have no skill,' no persuasive art, by "'Chi,ch 
to induce men to cClme' to the banqueting-house. But 
we believe that ~hen Thou dost call, Thou Good Shep
herd, Thy sheep hear Thy voice, and they follow Thee. 
We trust that Thou, hast called someone to-night. 
Perhaps Thou ·hast thl'own a flood of light upon many 
mysteries. Oh, help many' to say this evening, 
Because thou dost say to me, Seek ye My face, my 
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soul 'answers, Thy face, Lord, will I seek. Bless our 
meditation to the edification' of Thine own people, 
and, above all things, to the salvation of such as are' 
hungry, and need the Bread of Life. For Thy name's 
sake, Amen. 

THE EXECUTION OF THE PATTERN 
SHOWN IN TH.E MOUNT. 

a considerable business, and had several people working 
for him. I have not forgotten his philosophic attitude 
toward the difficulties. that arise i~ the everyday task. 
At the time there was a good deal of discussion: about 
trouble in labour circles. And I said, "Mr. So-and:'So, 
how do you get along with the men who work for you? 
Do you have any difficulties?" ~'Lots of them", he re
plied. "But", said I, "do your men serve you satisfac
torily?" "Not one of them. I do not expect them to", 
he answered. "Why not?" I continued. '''If any man . 
working for me were able to do the job I want done 
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on 'as well as I could do it, he would not be doing it for me: 
he would be doing it for himself. I therefore make the 
best of things, and smile, and go on." I thought there 
was common sense in that observatiori. 

Our lesson this evening is in the book of Exodus, from 
the thirty-second chapter to the end of the book. 

We shall first of all, glance at the material we have to 
consider. In the thirty-second chapter is the story of 
Israel's lapse into idolatry, and Moses' condemnation and 
correction thereof. In chapters thirty~three and thirty
four, the Lord renews His covenant with His people 
through Moses, and gives a fulither revelation of Himself. 
Chapter thirty-five contains an account of the offering 
for the tabernacle. ,From the thirtieth verse of the thirty
fifth chapter to :the end of the thirty-ninth there is given 
an account of the execution of the work; and in the forti
eth chapter we have the story of the setting up of the 
tabernacle. . 

1. 
In the :thirty-second chapter we have the story of 

Israel's lapse into idolatry. The ~bject of our study of 
these chapters is to learn what they teach us about God, 
and a:bout His human creatures, about the whole 'Science 
of theology-and that embraces, of course, all the doc
trines of the gospel. 

In this story there is a disclosure of ·the truth of natural 
depravity. The people have been brought out of Egypt, 
and have . been -instructed, in large measure, in the ways of 
the Lord. But as soon as Moses turns his back, and is 
delayed in the mount, the people make for themselves an 
idol, and worship it instead of God. 

It passes my comprehension how anybody should find 
any intellectual difficulty in accepting that teaching of the 
Word of God, that we are aU, by nature, sinners. There 
-is not one of us who does not know from his own ex
perience how easy i~ is to .turn aside fr.om duty, to leave 
the right undone, and to do that which is not right. We 
need not be other than we are to understand this. There 
is a natural tendenCy in everyone of us toward the doing 
of that which is wrong: . . 

It may ,be seen in the youngest child-and it is still 
quite apparent even' in the most aged saint. "The ·body 
of this death", the natural man, remains with us, not
withstanding that by God's grace the spirit is quickenea 
by the regenerating power of God. 

II. 
Then very especially for you who are students, I would 

call attention to the suggestion here as to the penalty they 
must pay who are called to leadership in spiritual matters .. 
In some respects,' the principle applies to leadership in 
any realm, but it is especially applica:ble, I think, to those . 
who are engaged in the leadership of spiritual activities. 

I call to mind at the moment a man who had a store 
some years ago, not a very large store, but still he did 

I know that the American Declaration of Independence' 
says that all men were ,born equal. But they were not,-· 
for some are only five foot six, and some are as tall as 
Brother Jennings! Nor are our physical proportions more 
varied than our mt;ntal capacities. People are not ,born 
equal. Some people love music, and can play and sing 
well. Other people--well, they cannot, that is all. They 
haven't it in them. Some people are mechanical, and 
some are not. Some people are ca.Ued to one form of 
service, and some to another. , 

Moses .was parti~ular1y called to be the leader of God's 
people, to lead them from Egypt into the promised land. 

. I suppose no man ever lived except our Lor.d Himself, 
who was so g~nerally misunderstood as Moses. The 
people did not know how to do without him-and ap
parently they did not know what to do with him. When 
he was present with them, and did everything in his 
power to serve them, all that he did was wrong. And 
when he was absent from them, his absence was made the 
justification for all the wrong they did. It made no 
difference whether he went north, south, east, or west, 
he always encountered contrary winds. 

And you may expect the same. As pastors of churches, 
or leaders in Christian work at home or abroad, respon
sibility will rest upon you to afford leadership to others 
who' have not had your experience, who have not had 
your'trainirig, and who are perhaps without your natur~l 
capac,ity; ·but if you aTe fitted to be leaders at all, your 
ability to lead will consist in your ·being able to see things 
that other people cannot see, and to plan .things which 
other people cannot plan. That will :be your justification 
for assuming to be a leader. If every member· of the 
church could plan as you do, they would not need you .. 
If everybody could see all that you see, they would not 
need your guidance. If everybody knew as much about 
the Bible as you do, they would not need your instruction. 
If you are called to be a leader you must know more than 
others respecting spiritual matters; otherwise, you will 
not be fit f.or your:position of leadership. 

Because of that,. you will find great d!fficulties-as 
Moses did. Do not complain of them. Do not become 
cynical. I have known preachers to become cynical, to 
permit a, "root of bitterness" to grow within their hearts. 
I feel like telling th.em a story. A little boy asked his 
father, "Daddy, what is a ·cynic? Is it a man who is tired 
of the world?" "No, my son", the father replied, "it is 
a man of whom the world is tired"! . 

Go on about your work, and pray' the Lord to give 
you sweetness of spirit. When you go up into the mount 
and. stay a little longer than some people think you ought 
to do, do not complain because they do not understand. 

I 
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These people complained :because they had not seen Moses 
for a little while. And you will find people who will 
<:omplain because the Pastor has not ,been around to vi's~t 
them for some time! That was why the deacons wer~ 
appointed in the long ago: <:ertain widows murmured 
because they were being neglected. Murmuring is no 
new thing. Even in the apostolic churm, with such min
isters as Peter, James, 'and John, i~ was impossible to 
please everybody. It always will be. Do not be dis
couraged if you meet some failure at that point. Keep 
on with' your work. . 

Moses exercised a ministry ·of intercession. That will 
be your biggest job as preachers and mi'Ssionaries. You 
will have to preach, and be a Jack-of-all-trades, especially' 
if you are a missionary. You will have to listen to every
body's troubles, give counsel for 'all sorts of things-in 
fact, vou will be looked to as a sort of Solomon who is 
comp~tent t6 give advice on everything, and to discourse 
on all subjects trom the <:edar in Lebanon to the hyssop 
on the wall. But the. chief thing you will have to do will 
be to pray for the people you are to lead, and who persist 
in misunderstanding you. Do not tell other peopIe about 
them and their peculia'l'ities: tell the Lord. And you had 
better begin now while in the Seminary. 

However, with that story, in the main, we are familiar. 
III. 

I call your attention to the principle that in that 'ancient 
day revival came Ghout only by repentance and confession. 
The people had made the golden calf, and when Moses 

.come down he burned it with fire, ground it to powder, 
strawed it upon the water, and made .the people drink of 
the water .. They had to confess their sin, and then 
jUdgment 'was stayed. . 

There never will be revival without repentance. Bless
ing comes by way of confession. Bear in mind that these 
great truths of the gospel are imbedded in the Old Testa
ment, that the Old Testament is just as much the word 
of God as the New, that God sees. ·the end from the 
beginning, and that it is impossi:ble that God should say 
one thing in the Old Testament, and contradkt it-as 
some of the Modernists would tell uS-'-in the New. 

In chapters thirty-three 'aI\d thirty-four there is a re
newal of the covenant, and a fuller revelation of God' to 
Moses. It is very interesting to observe that, while God 
renews His covenant with His people, He promises them 
the presence of an angel instead of His own presence. 
He 'said in effect, ,"In their present condition, were I to 
go among them, I should consume them. I wi11 keep my 
covenant. I will take them into the land. But I will 
send an angel ,before them.", 

When the people heat:'d . that, it is said they heard 
"evil tidings". The worst news that could <:ome to any 
one of us as Christians would be that God should with
draw His presence from us. That would be evil tidings 
irideed. . ' 

The people again repented. They put off their orna
ments,. and humbled themselves before God, when they 
knew that He had threatened to withdraw His presen<:e 
from ,them. 

Then Moses went to appear before the Lord, and. the 
cloud came down upon the tabernacle. T,hat was not the 
tabernacle made after the pattern shown in the mount, 
but apparently one that met their need until the tabernacle 
was erected. When Moses went in to commune with God, 
the people stood awe-'struck, and worshipped. Thus 
Moses was vindicated. 

You need not trouble to vindicate yourself. Do not 
waste time trying ,to explain your own conduct. Do that 
which is right in the sight of the Lord, and . leave the 
vindication of. your course to God. He will look after 
that. It may ,be some time before He does it. You may 
have to rest under the imputation of wrong-doing. But 
if you are really in Christ, then "rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him", and "he shall bring forth thy 'right
eousness as the'light, and thy judgment as the noonday." 

When the pillar of cloud covered the entrance into the 
tabernacle where Moses entered, surely the people knew 
that Moses was on God's side. If we go (;>0 about our 
work in God's way, we need not trouble about what other 
people think about us. The supreme business for us i's 
that we should be well-pleasing with Him. "Wherefore 
we labour", said Paul, "that, whether present or absent, 
we may be accepted of him." He will justify us in due 
course. . 

Moses went in to intercede for the people. . How often 
Moses appeared a'S a type of Ch~ist! "The Lord' thy 
God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of 
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall 
hearken." How much of Moses' life was speI\t in prayer 
for the people whom he was to lead into the promised 
land! "If any man sin, we have an Advocate." As 
Moses went into the tabernacle and appeared ,before God 
for the people, so our glorious Lord has entered into . 
the presence of God where He constantly appears in our 
behalf .. 

In a certain sense, Moses is an example for all of us, 
for it is ever God's way to call us into fellowship and 
co-operation with Himself. He talked ·with Abraham, 
and told him what he was about to do. The word of 
God inspired Moses to pray. Wh~ we go into the pres· 
ence o~ God, and He speaks to us, we shall be led to inter. 
cede in behalf of others. 

Then, Moses very especially prayed for the presence of 
God. "And he said, My presence shall go with thee, and 
I will give thee rest." To whim Moses answered, "If 
thy presence go· not with me, carry me not up bence." 

IV. 
In 'the'. conclusion of the thlrty-third chapter God 

further reveals Himself to Moses. ,"I beseem thee, shew 
me thy glory", said ·the great man. Can you think of a 
New Testament passage which is almost parallel to that? 
Do you remember how one said, "Lord, shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us"? What was the· ansWer to 
Moses' prayer? The Lord said it was impossible 
that he should see His face: "Thou canst riot see my face: 
for there shall no ·man see me, and live. And the Lord 
said, Behold,. there is a place hy me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: and it shall ~ome to pass, while my glory 
pas seth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the- rock, and 
will cover thee with my hand while I pass 'by: and I will 
take away mine 'hand, and thou -shalt see my back parts: 
hut my face shall not be seen.". . 

How Moses longed to see the glory of God! And' how 
many others have longed to see the glory of God, right 
down to New Testament times. < You ,remember the 
answer of our Lord to the one who said, "Shew us the 
Father, and it sufficeth us"? "He' that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father." You will recall too that. great 
saying of Paul's, "God, who commande(l the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath smned lin our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in-the face 
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of Jesus Christ." Thus we aTe permitted to see the glory 
of God in Him Who i,s "the brightness of his glory and 
the express image of the Father's person". He is the 
Rock that was cleft for us. In Him we hide, and through 
Him we see God and learn what Go~ is. 

V. 
In . the' thirty-fourth chapter we find that ~he people of 

Israel were to be a separated p~ople, entirely separate 
from the people of the land. That has alwaJlS" been God's 
plan, in tne Old Testament as well as the New. How 
different is the principle upon which many churches of 
our day are fashioned! Ministers must learn to associate 
with men of the world. They must be what are some
times called "good mixers". They must mix up with 
people, and get to know them. 

I remember a certain IsmaIl town some years ago where 
there was a minister who joined nearly everything in 
town. He belonged to everything. He was a great 
"joiner". I do not know wheth~r he was a carpenter, 
but he was a joiner! He belonged to all the clubs and 
all the lodges. He was known in all the stores in town, 
for it was his habit to visit around and talk with the 
people. It was his chief axiom that- the preacher should 
be a good mixer. He mixed so well that there was scarce· 
ly anyone in town who wanted to hear him preach. He" 
was succeeded .by a man who belonged to nothing but 
his churoh and his family. He attended to the Lord's 
,business. He ministered to people in the things of "God. 
When he walked in, many tongues instantly ceased to 
move. The people Tespected him. He was not clerical; 
he did not wear clerical dres!1. He was simply a man of 
God, and all the people sent for him when they were in 
trouble. They all went to hear him 'preach, so that it was 
impossible for everybody to get lin. They knew he was 
separate from' them, and wanted to hear a.bout the salva
tion which he proclaimed. 

I warn you against the mistake my' "mixer" friend 
made. I" "do not mean that we" are to insulate ourselves 
literally, and pass.by on the other side-and I do hope that 
you will never" be so insignificant as to have to put on 
a clerical dress! There are some people you would never 
dream were preachers unless they are dressed up. There 
ought to be something about you that will stamp you as 
a minister of God without a distinctive dress; there should 
be a savour of Christ about you. That should be true of 
every child of God. . We should be so shut up to Christ 
that wherever we go, we should, by our manner of life, 
remind people ,of another world than this, and thus lead 
the people to think of God. ·God's people were here ex
horted to maintain a life separated from the people about 
them, 3ust as in the New Testament believers are said to 
be "separated unto God". 

Then there is the story of Moses' shining' face at the 
,end of the chapter. When he came down from the mou1!t 
the people had to put a veil over their faces. You will re
call the significance of that in the New Testament, that 
when Moses is read, that is, when the law is read, there 
is a veil over the people's eyes,-not only Jews, although 
they are specifically, mentioned, "But their minds were 
blinded: for until -1111'S day remaineth the same vail untak
en away in the reading of the old testament; which vail 
is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart." Nobody can 
see the divine glory in the Old Testament until he sees 
it through the medium of Jesus Christ. 

I do not wonder the Modernists think they discover 
some contradiction between the Old Testament and the 
New. It is because they do not understand either. But 
if these great verities are viewed through the medium of 
Jesus Christ," we shall find that the revelation of God in 
this Book is one, that from Genesis to Revehltion it is the 
"record that God has given to us of His Son". Whenever 
you find a difficult problem in the Old Testament, refer 
your problem to your great Pr:ofessor "in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge". Find out 
what Jesus Christ says about it. See what the New Testa
ment says on the subject. In other words, if you go back 
into the Old Testament with the light of the New, you 
will find that it is ilIuminatea by the light that shines in 
the faoe of Jesus Christ. 

"Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone." I 
have known some people metaphorically to say, "See how 
my face shines?" They advertise it-but nobody seems 
to be able to discover it but themselves. There are other 
people who do not know that "their faces shine. They are 
as humble as can be. But they,dwell in the Lord's pres
ence, and it is impossible to -come where they are without 
becoming a ware that they have been in His presence. 

Let me put beside that a N'ew Testament passage. It 
was said that Jesus Christ was dead. There was a man 
called Peter who had proved, in his time, a bit of a coward. 
You know the story. After Pentecost, Peter and John 
stood before the very council by whose decree Jesus 
Christ "had been condemned. This man Peter who had 
been afraid of his shadow almost, stood up before them 
and said, "Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge y·e. For 
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard." I have no doubt they had heard all about Peter. 
They had heard that he had denied his Lord. But some
th~ng had happened, and the Book say.s that "when they 
saw the boldness of, Peter and John"-n,ot the namby
pamby attitude, not that! Not the mushiness of them! 
How "I shrink from all this "b~ssed" and "precious" talk! 
P1ease do not do it. You do not need such" adjectives 
with which to describe God. You need not be handing 
out honey even to the people of God all the time. There 
are some people who want us to live on dessert, with no 
meat and potatoes-sweet nothings all the time. " 

All this soft talk is just froth! That is what you 
get sometimes ~or religion, a collection of frothy, sweet
sounding adjectives. 

That is not what the people observed abol,1t Peter and 
John. They ·were so bold they were ready to die for their 
faith-and they said so: "When they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John ... they took knowledge of them, that 
they had been with Jesus." Their faces were shining, 
They had all eternity in the very tone of tqeir voices, and 
in -their heroic bearing toward all the ills of life. The 
people who stood by said, "There was only One Who 
could teach a man to live like that. We know where they 
have been." They "wist not that the skin of their faces 
did shine", but it did. So may it be with us. . 

VI. 

Look very briefly at the execution of the pattern as re
corded ill chapter thirty-five, verse thirty, to the end of 
chapter thirty-nine. I should like to read a verse or two 
in this connection: "Moses said Ullto the children of 
Israel," See, .the Lord hath called by name Bezaleel the 
son of Uri, the SOl1 of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he 
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hath filled him with' the spirit of God, in wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship; and to devise curious works, to work in 
gold, and in silver, and in brass; and in the cutting 9f 
stones, to set them, and in carving of wood, to make any 
manner of cunning work And he ha.th put in his heart 
that he may teach, both he, and Aholiab, the son of Ahis
amach, of the tribe of Dan. Them hath he filled with 
wisdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of the 

'engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of the em-' 
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine 
linen, and of the weaver, even of them tha.t do any work; 

,and of those that devise cunning work" 
Let" me remark that God is never wanting tn power to 

e%ecute His plans. God never plans anything without 
providing a way whereby He'may fulfil the plans He has 
made. Solomon once said, "Lord God of Israel,' there is 
no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, 
who keep.est covenant and mercy with thy servants that 
walk before thee with all their heart; who has kept with 
thy servant· David my father that thou promisedst him: 
thou' spakest also with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it 
with thine hand, as it is this day." 

There are some people whose tongues are a great deal 
longer than their hands. They promise much, and per
form little. But whatever God plans> He performs; what
ever He designs, He executes. 

We hav.e seen that God gave Moses the pattern for the 
tabernacle, but there is no one who knows how to exe
cute it,----'-all the cunning work in gold and silver and brass, 
th~ elaborate curtains of scarlet and blue and purple, and 
fine twined linen, required w.orkmanship of the highest 
'order, men who were thoroughly skilled as artificers in 
order to execute the plans God had made. These people 
had learned only how to make brick-and the tabernacle 
had not a brick in it. . They could not carry bricks around 
wi.th them. It was made of other things: boards and 
curtains, fabricated with tenons and sockets of various 
sorts. And God provided men who knew how to do what 
He had planned shoulq be done. Thus hy supernatural 
endowment He qualified Bezaleel and .A:boliab for the 
'execution of His plans for the building of the tabernacle. 

Very literally, I think we may ask the Lord .to help us 
in everything. You may ask the Lord to help you in your 
studies. You may ask the Lord to help you put on a tire 
-and sometimes to take it off. I believe He helps us. 1-
have greatly misunderstood 'and misinterpreted the Word 
if our gracious God does not condescend to that. I be
lieve He will help you to sweep the floor. I believe He 
will help us to do anything. 

But, very especiaJly, Jesus Christ came and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice, and He announced to His disciples 
a programme. He said, "I will build my church'." We 
have ecclesiastical experts now, from the Pope down, 
who can tell you how .to do anything in religious matters. 
But when Jesus Christ said, "I will build my church", 
He had a 'company of men who were only fisherm·en. 
They did riot belong to the intellectual class particularly. 
They were riot trained scholars of the schools, by any 
means. They were ju'st ordinary, common, folk like our
selves. Yet He announced a world-programme. What is 
He going' to do? He is going to build tha.t of which the 
tabernacle 'was but a type and pattern. He said., "I am 
going to build a church against which the gates of hell 
shall not prevai1." He bade His disciples go "into. all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature",-and 

they had never travelled outside of Palestine, and I sup
pose there were parts of Palestine with which they were 
not familiar. I :.1 

Was not thaI a daring proposal? Did it not seem im
possible of execution? They would not have been afraid 
had He consented to remain with them, could He have 
done so. But remember He said, "I will not leave you 
orphans." The Holy Ghost came on the day of Pente
cost. The Holy Ghost is the Executive of the Godhead. 
He is here to execute the plans of Deity, to carry out 
God's plans-not to carry out yours or mine. We' can 
depend upon .the help of the Holy Ghost only as we are 
in the will of 'God as instruments for the execution of His 
plan. He will not help you carry out your plans, but 
He will execute His own. . 

Remember that it is written, not only that God made 
Bezaleel and Aholiab wise in themselves, but it is said, 
"He hath put it in his heart that he may teach, both he, 
and Aholiab." There is Toronto Baptist Seminary in 
the Old Testament! There is a principle that is w9rth 
study. You remember how the apostles sought out men 
who could teach, and how . Paul enjoined Timothy to find 
men who could teach. That was his business. He was to 
remember that he could not live always, and that he must 
find other men who were qualified to·/teach, so that when 
Paul was gone, and Timothy was gone, they' would not 
be without successors. 
. What for? To erect the tabernacle, to build the church. 
Thus when our Lord ascended on high; and led captivity 
captive, He "gave gifts unto men ... And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastor~ and teachers"-what for?-"for the per
fecting'of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ (the building up of the 

. church) : till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the SDn Df God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature Df the fulness of Christ." 

What He did in Old' Testament times in type and 
symbol, He has done in New Testament times. That .is 
why you are here as students. You believe God has called 
you to. teach and to preach, do you nbt? Very well, you 
must seek wisdDm from Him, so that first of all you may 
be taught yourselves, and then as you go out to be leaders, 
pastDrs and teachers, it will- be part of your duty to. be 
ever on the alert to. find other people whom YDU can train 
and teach~ and thus together to build the bo.dy of Christ, 
the glorious hDuse'in which God will dwell. 

Observe, hDwever, 'that the LDrd did not send dDwn the 
material frDm heaven,-the fine linen and the purple; the 
boards and the gold. He told Moses to take an offering 
for the tabernacle, to let the people provide the material 
themsehnes. Thus God always. calls His people' into. co
operatiDn with Himself. 

Some time YDU will be pastors of churches, and will 
need supplies fDr the LDrd's work It may be you will 
require some money. It may be that you will need an
other teacher. It may he you will need some church of
ficer, some assistant of some sort, a Sunday SChODI sup
erintendent, a pianist, or a deacon. You may say, "I do 

. not know how to carryon the wDrk Here I am charged 
with the leadership of this wDrk, but I have no superin
tendent",---or you recognize some other lack Do not be so 
sure YDU have nDt got the man you need. 

Suppose you take up a collectiDn. A church needs' a 
sum of money, and it holds several prayer meetings; the 
peDple pray, and pray, and pray-but the mDney does not 
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come. If you could hear God speaking you would prob
ably hear Him say, "Why ask Me for it? You have tt
give it." 

Many people pray to God to work miracles when it is 
not faith that leads them so to do. It is presumption. It 
is useless for me to ask the Lord to feed a hungry man 
if I have it in my power to feed him. It is vain for me 
to ask the Lord to send money for His work if I have 
it in my power to' give it and will not. It is God's way 
to provide materials for His work, and all the' workers 
for His work, from His people. When you have a tab
ernacle to build, make sure God will use what material 
you have, just as He used the loaves and fishes, multiply
ing it where that is necessary after We have done our pest. 

I desire you to keep as far away as possible from that 
foolish notion that possesses many people to-day, that we 
can fold our arms, and ask God to do miracles. Christ 
does 'not work apart from us: He works through us. If 
we are doing nothing, then we need not 'expect blessing. 
The material for the tabernacle 'had to come from the 
people. , 

Let me point this out too. We pray at our prayer 
meetings that God will save the unsaved. That is well. 
But I wonder sometimes if He is not saying, "if you will 
go out after them,. and bring them in, I will save them. 

, There are thousands of them in this city, whom you have 
never asked to go to church. But if, you will go out after 
the material, the boards and fine linen, the gold and sil
ver, I will show you how to make a church of it." Goa 
never puts a premium upon indolence. He blesses us as 
we work. 

In the forty-third verse the work was all passed under 
review: "And Moses did look upon all the work, and, 
behold, they had done it as the Lord had commanded, 
even so had they done it: and Moses blessed them." 

One of these days when our work is ended there will 
be a judgment-seat. There will be a judgment-seat for 
Christians. We shall not be judged as to our sins. They 
were for ever put away by the Sacrifi{:e of the cross. 
They have been blotted out. And as often as we confess 
our sins, "He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." We shall 
be saved by His abounding graoe. I am as sure of sal
vation to.::night as I shall be when I have been, a million 
years in heaven. I know that God has kept His ~ord
and will keep His word-and that of His free sovereign 
gra{:e He has saved me in Christ Jesus. But over and 
above that, He will reward His servants. Paul said, 
"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this founda- ' 
tion gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 
every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is; If 
any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 
shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he' him!relf shall be saved; 
yet ro as by fire." 

Over and above' the gift of eternal life, it is our priv
ilege to work for reward. For example, it will be exam
ip.ation-time in a few' weeks. Suppose somebody should 
fall down to sixty per cent.? Well, he would not,pass, 
that is all. But he would not be expelled. Of course, 
the ladies will not fail! Our place in the kingdom of God 
does not depend upon whether we pass the examination or 
not: that depends on His grace. But the' reward will de-

pend upon our faithfulness, and He will say, "\I\[ell done", 
only to those who have' done well. 

In the fortieth chapter you ,have the story of the erec
tion of the tabernacle, and after each ·detail you will find 
it said, "It was done according as the Lord commanded 
Moses." Thus in every detail of life we must seek, as 
God shall help us, to know the will of God; and, knowing 
it, to do it. 

KEEP THE FIRE 
BURNING. 

Toronto Baptist Seminary is the only 
Baptist Theological seminary in Canada 
irrevocably committed to Evangelical 
principles, teaching its students that the 
Bible is the infallible word of God, and 

,that men may be saved only through 

faith in the cleansing efficacy of the blood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

On this ground Toronto Baptist Sem
inary solicits you~ support., 

We need $1,500.00 p,er month.' Our 
fiscal year will close March 31st. Send in 
a cont~ibution 'now. 

Put Toronto Baptist Se~inary, Jarvis 
St., in your will. 

DON'T FORGET THE 
HOD .. CARRIER 

Who is he? The Gospel Witness of 
course. The friend of aU good causes, 
and a succourer of many." 

The fiscal year for The Gospel Witness 
will close March 31st also. Plan to send 
a contribution to The Gospel Witness 
Fund before that date, and to make'sure,. 

send it now. 
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Lesson 5 January 31st, 1931 
F'IRST QUARTER. 

THE FOOD FOR HIS SERVANTS 

Lesson Text: Leviticus,. chapters 11, 12. 
Gillden Text: '''That which is born of the 

flesh is ftesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spiIit." J'ohn 3:6. 

Daily Bible 'Readings: 
Monday-Deut. 3:1-20. 
Tuesday-Deut. 3:21-29. 
Wednesday-Psalm '1'41: 1-10. 
Thursday~Psalm 119:97-1102. 
Friday---'Dan. 1: 1-21. 
Saturday-I Pet. 5:1-14. 

I. CLEAN AND UNCLEAN FQOD, 
(U:i1~23). 

THE GOSPEL WI~ 

thi,ngs having "legs above their feet .to 
leap witbal upon the earth", (v .. 21). In 
the second class are those lacking suClh 
distinctions. ' 

The reas·on for this twofold division 
i·s not stated, but Ii't is of iDJterest to n{lte 
that iII! these days there is such a divi
sion in rela·tion to food, although not 
corresponding exactly with that 'of 
scripture. MUClh has ·been written as 
to the reaso·n fo·r the M{l·saJic distinction 
some ascribing it to the design of God 
to provide His ·people with moral dis
~~pline in self-restraInt, others !interpret 
It merely ·a~ a !Dark of separatil()n, while 
some explan.n It allegorically, as iIIus
tr8lting in antithesis life and death or 
as setting forth tl1at which is a;ccep~ble 
and repulsiv;e to man. The proper ex
planation, as alxeady intimated un
doubtedly lies in .the region of hygdene 
a)'ld. saniltation. 'Dhe living things per
missilble for f·ood bear, in each ca·se a 
practical designation, obs·eryable' by. ~J..l 
rathe.r than a scien'bific one, yet accom~ 
panymg the ·outward distinctions men
tioned, al'e ceTtain e'haracteristics which 
favour on scientific grounds their alloca
tion as food. 

LII! this lesson we come to a part of 
Scripture whiC'h is ·generaHy looked upon 
as containing only ·that which is of a 
ce·remonial nature, and consequently 
without much ~mporta·nce for the present It is a' well-known fact that certain 
day. It therefore receives little con.. disea·ses are liable ·of commun·icati.on to 
sideration, and is hurried!ly passed over ma·n from the food which he eats and 
f.or something that is deemed .of more s'ome animals, fishes, and fowls, are 'more 
importance. Such an alttitude is not prone than {l·thers to pass {In such in
proper, inasmuch as every law {If God fection, due to the fooo they eat -and 
is given for a distinct purpose, has a ~he lIa·bits they mandfest, therefore' care 
definite reason underlying it, and pro- IS at present used: ih thei: consumption 
ceeding from Him is always important. and s'ome are entIrely reJected as food 
On this basis our lesson deserves care- for m!l.II!. Those mentioned ~by Moses 
ful study, and proceeding in this man-. beJ.o~ ~o t~e class remarkably £Tee from 
ner we ddscov-er that the.re are several' I parasltll~ dlsea;se, anc;l consequently safer 
aspects to the laws herein des'cribed. as food. TheIr habits. and fooli are in 
There is the ceremonial which is .t'he general cleane·r. It IS not difficult to 
outward aspect, the \hygienic, denoting und·erstand why the swine is d~ign'ated 
the purpose, and the religious the a·s ~nclean, when we remember llts filltlhy 
motive. Studiied in. this threefold way habIts,. or the shell fish, wh.ich exis1ts so 
these laws are of mter.est historically o!ten m 'me1ean .surroundJings, .or the 
a~ hygienically, bei·ng based on the ~l.rd~s of prey w~l~h f·eed 'on carrion. 
dlvme s'anction. TheIr characterlshcs condemn them 

In these laws and .o-the.rs .of a Iilke from ~h~ s~dpo.i.nt of cleanHness. 
nature scientific. knowledge of a high Other hvmg bhmgs olDcluded in the con
.order is manifest, transcending the de~n'Eld e1as('l, n?t ·so unclean in thedr 
knowledge of that time, "i-n some aspects habIts, ·are pn~sl.bly under t'he ban {)on 
reaching ·beyond our time, and attri- a~un.t of a s:mllwr te.ndency to spread 
butable .only to divine rev-elation and dI~efl:se amo·ng men. A learned scienti·st 
inspiration. They show the care exer- ~as stated the matter as .foHows: "The 
cis~~ by God on behalf of His people in Ide!l of ·parasitic amd infectious maladies, 
gUldmg them in .their life habits, and ~hlch has conquered so .great a ~sitiOOl 
g~arding them f.rom disease. Obeying In modern P"!-thology, .ap.pears to have 
Hils commands they 'w{luld retai'n the.ir gre8ltly {lccu~ned the mmd 'of Moses, and 
physical health, disobeying, they would to ha,:e dommated AU his ihygienic rule·s. 
suffer bhe consequences in their bodies. He exclud~s from Hebrew dietary an~
In relatin,g to the f.oed laws tw.o reasons mals P~~lc~larly lJ.alble to parasites; 
would 'o,perate to their (lbedienee· first 81nd as 'It is m t~e bk'Qd that the germs 
the divine command, and second, th~ or spores of infectious rlisease' circulates, 
nature of the food. The commands of he :orders that they mu!!t be dra·ined 'of 
God are never capricious, a.nd in this theIr. ·blood bef{lre. serving for food." 
case He was dire.dting them concerni!llg ObedIence to the dIetary laws of God 
the benefi-cial, and warndng them .of that hl.as produced a !beneficial Rspect on the 
which would harm. Reference is made lfe of the Israelites thr.ollghout the' 
in this respect to .beasts of bhe earth, ~g.es, and. the GenttHes would do I well to 
~vs. 1-8), inha;bitants of the waters, stU?y carefuUy the pre~ent-d'ay appH
(vs. 9-12), and flying .thIngs of the' air, cation. {If these laws. 
(13-23). These are each divided in.to II. UNCLEANNESS THROUGH CON 
two classes,. c!ean and undean, the DUCT AND CONDITION (11·-2;4: 
form~~ permISSIble f{lr food; the latter . 1-2:8). ' .: 
prohIbIted. In the first class are f{lund At d th'd .. 
the beasts. Wlhich parted the ,hoof and the da:gaer' feood!DPosItlOon se~ in, and 
chewed th d ( 3)' th fi'" . .' . 0 1-sease conltaglOn is in-fin e cu, y. , e s'nes havlIl!g creased theref.ore warning i . 

. sand S'cales, (v. 9), 81nd the flying I c~l'ni'II!g' the to~ching 'of ith: a~~n b:f; 

of an unclean animal. Sh{luld this be 
done the individual was 'accounted un
clean until the evening, and he was i;n
structed to. wash his clothes, (vs·. 24-28), 
remaining segregated' durmg the time 
of his uncleanness. This was a wise 
precaution, as is duly l'ecognized in the 
presenlt day, to prevent ithe spread of 
disease, but it is' only w,ithlin comopar
atively modern times that such recog
nition has been given to this principle. 
The a'D(~.jent Israelites prac·tised it under 
the dkectiQn of God, so even scientists 
may learn very useful things· £.rom .this 
old Bo·ok. Certain of the smaller ani
mals are designated as unclean, (vs. 29"-
311). The contagi{ln from unclean bodies 
may not only affect man dJirectly, but 
may be communicated through raiment 
and. utensils, therefore if a carcase came 
in contact m'bh such, they were also ac
cou·n<ted unclean, and direction is given 
concerning the treatment to be acc.orded 
th~m. A vessel 'of wood, or r8liment, or 
skm, or sack, was ro be put into water 
and to remain unclean until the even:' 
(v. 32), an earthen ves'sel was ito .be 
br.oken, (v. '33), as ·tieing impossible of 
thor-oug:h cleansing. Meat comiIl!g in 
coillltact with the carc·ase thl'ough water 
was unclean, and rendered unfit for food 
(v. 3'4), and anything touched by th~ 
care·ase was ID'kewise affected (vs 35 
36). ' . , 

There is a distinct c.onnection between 
physic~l habits, ·such as eating, and con
tact WIth Ithe unclean, and the service of 
Jehovah. If suoo habits are unclean the 
life cannot be holy. It is not true 
absolutely that we are what we eat but 
it is. true that 'we are in a measur~ in
fluenced by such f{loo. Note the. canni
:bal and the gluttonous flesh eater. Both 
find it very hard to live 'a self-controlled 
life. Incidentally fasting 'has its bene
ficial uses, :physical, mental, and spirit
ual. God 1-S holy and He desires :the 
whole life of His people to'be IOif a like 
nat.ure. A certM·n pl"oced.ure !is pre
scnbed for a woman in childbIrth, ('12: 
1-8). If the child was a male iJt was to 
be circumCised on the ei·ght'h day this 
f.o·r ~ealth reas<?ns relating to ;th~ pre
venlliion of possLlble dis'ease, a·s well as 
fer a mark of separation. And at the 
7nd of the tim~ of uncleanness an offer
mg was to be presented unto bhe Lord' 
to "make an aitoillement foor her". 

Se:veral th~ngs are w{lrthy of nollie in 
relating to /" this lesson. Note the care 
of God ,ove·r the bodies 0If His people, 
the need of carefu·ln~ss conc~rning the 
nature {l.f our food, the 'l'ecogni'bion of 
the relatll()n of the physical to 'the spirit
ual, . and. of . the necessity of holiness 
Iru!-mfestl-ng Itself in every action of the 
ch~l~ of God. We are also reminded by 
thIS of the need f{lr carefuln£ss in the 
matter of spiritua~ f{loo. In this realm 
there are two classes of food: /the clea·n 
a.nd the unclean. Some professed Chris
tIans feed much on -the latter, in the 
sha~e of trashy novels, false teachmg 
~.oYIe Sh:OIWS and other worldly !Pro~ 
VISIons, when, in order ro 'be spiritually 
clean .they should feed on the woro of 
God,. and. on our Lord Himself. Em
phaslze the necessity foOr this and the 
e~~ of bad and g<lod feeding {In the 
,splr~tual system; S{)me weak and sickly 
some strong and robust. ' 
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HODGE PODGE. 
"Hodge Podge" is the name ·given to 

o.ne o.f tho.se puddi'llgs into which. is put 
th4s and that and everything, all the 
odds and ends, bolstered up with nuts, 
raisins, currants,' prune·s, crumbs, sugar 
and "what have y,o.u", Ito cover up its 
f()undlllti()n ()f left~overs and offset the 
rather dubious addition o.f fermented 
fruit juices, o.r stale cake. 

enjoy a little no.nsenue, but if th~ is 
nat pel'llllissi'ble, well, we S'hall Ibe happy 
·to '''l"epolo.gize''. • • • • 
A GLIMPSE FROM OUR MISSION

ARIES. 
En Route. 

Last week we pubUshed the good 
news of 'our missionary-party reaching 
Liberia and this week we can share wi.'th 
the readers excerpts from a personal 
note received from Miss Stacey: 

"So much has happened since I have 
been able to write yo.U ,that I scarcely 
I~now. where to commence. 

There may be those who like Hodg·e 
Pod'ge and there are evidently iOne thous
and pe'ople 1n this w()rld, ()r rather nine 
hundred' and ninety-nine, Wlho do, for 
does not the sample of Ithe pudding' we 
have before us state that ~t is but ()ne 
of a theusa·nd and that it· is welcomed "·Our voyage from M'ontreal was very 
into fifty-.one places? nice, only a little rough at times. Mrs. 

As for us, we are more i:n.tere.sted in Hanoox and myself came off well, foOr 
examin1ng 11s contents .than in sampling we escaped being sick. Mr. Hancox, 
it and while doing so we are convinced however, has a different story to telJ, 
tlla.t there . are "-a large number" of for he was indisposed part ,of the time. 
reasons for it and that oile should be He has, on the trip from LiverpOoOl, re
"-encouraged" to 'appreciate it f()r such' deemed himself and should be oon
a dessert i's rare and lis "light" by reaS<lll! gratul~d for he has b~en ~ble to keep 
of its inflation and is a "wonderful". pa~e wlth us .woOmen, WhICh IS, of course, 
accomplishment. quolte an achievement. 

Just think ()f the puddoing and its in- "Our stay in Liverpool was very nice 
gredients-there are nuts, toasted nuts, indeed. I enjiOyed every moment of it. 
that have hopped for many a day, on Mrs. Hancox' friends were so kind and 
a hot griddle; there are raisins, S<lme-. seemed to feel ·that they could 'not do. 
what wrinkleci and withered, hut doing enou.·gh for us. How good ,the Lord has 
their best to. mix well fo.r the :time ·bei'ng, been to us all along the way! :He has 
but not promising that they will not swell certa·inly go~e ibefore in answer to your 
and work ,haV'oc in ·the· future; there are prayers and has prepared the way. 
the l:i'ttle currants,. striving' to make "-We were a:ble to d() our sho·pping a:nd 
~hemsel~~ seen, aetmg foo.r all the world get everything we needed just at the· 
lI~e the Ing prune, but tactfully relegated' right time. MacSymonds were wonder
to the s'pace between the nuts and! the ful to us, so gracious and helpful in 
crum;bs, so that ·they ID!ly have the every way. They sent a man down to 
c.r~ibs of comf.ort and en~oy the sweet tlle .boat to see us off 'and to make sure 
SPIrIt of the s'UglI;r. that everything was all right. Nothing 

Who would beheve ·t~a.t a f~ .s~Oort seemed to be too much trouble fur them. 
days ago the fe1."I!l.entmg frUIt JUices " ., 
'liad been .fo!l'gotten on the pantry shelf? I~ does :n0lt. see~ po~sl~le that we are 
But apparently it is assumed the mould near~ng Uber!a, ibut .It IS really true, 
and the nip will not ,be detected in .the f.or we c~e to. Madel;ra yesterdJay and 
hodge~podg.e. As· for the ca:ke Which how we did enJoy gomg ashore there. 
every:body wanted and therefore wou:ld It 'was indeed beautiful and fascinating. 
nOot. consent to i~ being fairly divided, .Many ()f the women were in. native c:os
haVIng !grown too stale fOT USJe in ()ther tume, but there were s·ome m .the most 
ways, is now· reduced to crumbs and m'odern dress. We were quite unpre'
thrown into the 'Pudding, to make the' pared too, to see S'O ma:ny Amel'lican cars, 
hodge-podge which is nOW' described! as even Fords. 
a "great .success"----.made "great" by the "We were escorted by a self-appointed 
soda-ferv;ou!l' added 1i? ~ff up th~ ~n- guide, who spok'e English quite well, and 
'glomeratlOn so that It mIght be dIVIded who took grea't pride in sh()win.g 'off his 
among 'one thousand. . town. We visited the Rour mill the 

What I!o pudding! . ~t ~s _to ~inister s.ugar factory and the wine ddSltdlery. 
·the sa!!l.e m()&st satll~£aetIon whIch was At .the distillery we were offered 
s.o noticeably th~ result of th~ eating of sall!l.ples of .their product and evidently 
htt~e Jack HO.mer's famo~s· pIe: If any ·they could not understand our refusal 
deSIre the ~ec:Ipe for IDakmg th~s. hodge- of such hospitality. I slwuld not wonder 
podge pudldIDg, the !lalJJl:e and ~dTesS of if we go down in history as the only 
the . COOl}pounder WIll Ibe furnIshed o.n ones who did. 
applIcatIon. "W t . I ~ II • I . ... ... • ... e cer am Y.l.e In ove. WIth 

A LITTLE NONSENSE. 
Now and Then. 

Madeira and I was entranced by the 
roof-'gardens, but there is ·always s6me
thing to spoil the m()st lovely earthly 
things and there were beggars, beggars 

WihHe we cann<>t claim kinshilp with everywhere. They would f()I1ow one for 
the "wisest men", we do occasionally hours if they thought that eventually 

they wo.uld get something. They were 
poor judges, however, whell! they ex-· 
pected much from three ipOOr mission
aries. 

"Boys ·came out to us in boats offer
ing to dive for a six-pence. .Mr. Ha·noox 
threw them a penny, but they let it. 
sink. 

"How I wish you could ihave seen the· 
beautiful fancy-work done iby the native 
Wlomen. If I were rich you would get 
a beautiful bed-spread of Madeira work,. 
but since I am IlIOt, y()U shall have to do· 
with a handkerchief. 

"How often I thinik of you folks and' 
your kindness to me . . .' I d,o not think" 
t'hat there were ever m1ssiOonaries who
were so well cared f()r. I know that all 
was done as unto the LOord and He will 
reward you. 

"As for ·Mr. and Mr·s. Hancox, I hardly 
know how to be thankful en()ugih for 
them. They have been s:o gooo to me 
and 'M·r. Hancox has attended to e·very
thing in the business line and has han
dled everything so efficiently that n has 
made it very easy fIor me. 

"I am most happy and can hardly waiit: 
until I get to Li'beria. Wiishtng you all 
a ve·ry prosperous New Year, .I 'am, 

"Joyfully yours in His service, 
"Fliorence.'P 

• • • • 
CALVARY, OTTAWA. 

From a member of that great mdssion
ary church, :Calvary Baptist oChurc'h, 
.ottawa, we have the following news: 

"We have had some glorious times 
these past three weeks or m'Ore. .some 
have come out for s'alvation and some 
for baptism each Sunday. The church 
has been well' filled and last night it 
was full, many who were strangers were 
there. A large number of· Y9Ull!g peOiple 
were present and Mr. Hall preached a 
powerful sermon a·nd four. were ·baptized 
bef.ore the serm()n. After the se·1'IIDon·, 
seventeen responded to. the invitation 
and went f.orward to be dealt with by 
Christian workers. It was a wonderful 
ex.perience ·and. there were many ()thers 
who appeared to be under convic.tion but 
who did not respond to the invitation. 
Weare pray,ing that t'he Holy .spirit will 
continue to convict them and that ulti
mately they WIilI surrender to Christ." 

• • • • 
BAKER HILL. 

We learn tnat four responded to the 
Pastor's invitatioo,n at the Baker Hill 
Baptist Ohurch last Sunday a·nd that a.t 
the Mount Albert Missi()n, on the pre
vi()us Sunday, there were two who signi
fied their desire to follow the Lord in 
baptism. 


