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~be 3/a.rbti) '~trttt ~ulptt 
"GOOD TIMES JUST AROUND THE CORNER"":"'BUt, WHAT .CORNER? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shfelds. 
Pre'.lched in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, S\mday Evening, December 2nh,.1931. 

(Stenogra.phicall~ Reported). 

"And now I exhort you to be of good cheer; for there shaH be no loss ,of any inaU:'s -life among }"O-U, hut ·of the 
~~ . 

"For there stood by me this night the angel of 'God, whose I am, and whom I ·serve. 
"Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must .be brought befor·e· Ca·es·ar: and, Io, God hath give'll thee ,all them that s·ail 

with thee. 
"Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for 1 believe God, that it Slhall be ·ev.en ·as it was told me." Acts 27:.22-26. 

Prayer by Rev. W. Gordon Brown. 
Holy, holy, hoIy, Lord God Almdghty, wh{) wast, 'and art, 

and evel'lIDIore shalt be: worthy art Thou, 0 Lord, to T'eCeive 
glory, and honour, 'and power. We come to-night to irender 
unto T'hee any glDirY ·and honour Thy grace hath given us. We 
have no crowns <of gold to cas,t bed'-ore Thee; we have no 
riches ·of eartoh, it may be, nO!!' any pride of wi'sdom. 'But 
we 'bring Thee our love, the lov,e ·of hearts th.at have ,been 
br.O'lren. ·and made contrite by Tilly Spirit's ministration, that 
we Illlay,-

"Worship 'the Lord in the 'beauty ,of . .holines's, 
How down ,before Him, His gIory ,pl'loclaim; 

W.itih ,gold of obedience, 'and incense of loowliness, 
. Kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name." 

Receive' our thanksgiving to-n~ght £oor what TIl·ou aTlt to 
·us,-our Samur, our Guide, lour All-and-in-all. We do no·t 
ask oangeIs to· pray for us, nor 'saints to· intereede: we invoke 
the merits of Ghrist, and the energies ,of that Spirit :by Wib.:O'ID 
alone we maY' come to God. . 

.: We come to Thee, 0 Lord, in the holy !pllllce, that Thou 
mayest speak to us, ·and .that ,our hear·ts may commune wdth 
Thee. Grant us a fJ:'e'Slh v.dsion of Thys·elf. Place us, as 
Thou didst M,oses', in the cleft of ,the 1'I0ick; as Thou did-st 
with Elijah, wilt Thou do with us: show us Thy glory, show 
us Thy gTlace. Help us, as far ·as dt be possoi:b}.e.i:or mortal 
man, ·to realize 'Dhine infinity, Thine eternity. Let things 
of earlh become strangely dim in the lUS1tre of the. tface ,of 
Ohris,t, in 'the ,beauty of Thy ne>liness made known to' us. 
Let us see God to-ntght, the gl"eat God, 'glori'ous in nolines's, 
:liear:f.ul in ,pratse's, doing wonder·s; then we 'Slhall be strength
ened, -and our faces shall ,be }j,~e the morning. 

!Show us Thy-self as our Saviour. We have '!il·trayed fl'lom 
Thy way like,10st sboeep. We have bro~en Thy command
ments. Our sins are ever bef'O!!'e us. We have fallen ove·r 
and over again inte> the same .pit of eorruptie>n fr·om whilCh 
Tohou didst first lift us. We haw yielded: IlIgann ·and 'again 
to, the tempta.ttons from which Thou hast pl'omi·sed to de
liver us. Lord, £oorgive us; ·and help us to clatm obhe .promise 
that SJin sha11 De>t have dominion -over -us,. because we· a:re 
not under the Iaw but under .grace. 

We pray f,e>r those met with us who do not know ,the Lord 
Jeau's 'as their Sav-iour. Wilt Thou ,giw them -a like vis'ion. 
Let them see the power of Goo, and the holiness e>f God, 
that they Illlay humble themselves bef.ore Him. Bring manw 
·to the Cl'IOSS to-night ·to .behold the infinite !price which was 
paid foor their sins against an dnfinite :God. ,Roll ba.ck, 'as .j.t 
wel'le, the curtain of time, that we may find etern'al values, 
viewing tMs little world and its meagre things fl'lom the 
f.airther s:hore. -

Bless all who preach Thy ·gospel. Attend it with Thy 
gracious S.pirit. When the reoords ,are made up, may we 
find that obhis hath been ·the birtlhday of many slouls. Bless 
otn' missionaries', and all missionaries -of the Cre>ss. Strength
en their hands; oomfort them in thedr 10n-eIiness; ,giV'e them 
souls f,()l" their hire, 'and cause them iflo see the frui.t of their 
laib:our. Reign ,ov-eT us all, and hasten the day when we 
·sh·all reign with Thee; for we a·sk it dn 'Christ's great name, 
Am~. . 

Many here this evening remember the gloomy years 
of the Great War, and how difficult it was, at times, to 
see even a ray of hope. Someo'f you will remember 
the great cartoons of Bairnsfather. There was one 

which became very popu1ar. It represented a British 
soldier, a Tommy, a Cockney from London, who, with 
another, was finding shelter in a shell hole while the 
storm of lead was sweeping over the plain. When the 
other complained, "Old Bill" philosophicallY remarked', 
"If you know 0,£ a better 'ole, g'o to it." Thus the "better
'ole" became proverbial. 

There are thousands of people to-day who would. like 
to find a "better 'ole," some place of saf.ety, of shelter, 
from the universal storm. This chapter tells us of a 
situation which, in some respects, illustrafes the present 
conditions of life which almost everywhere obtain. A 
ship ·of Alexandria was at sea. There was a man 0n 
board who counted for very little in' ,the estimation of 

. most people, but as a matter of cluty he' warned' them 
that it would be dangerous to put· to sea. Yet "when 

. the south wind ble,:" softly, supposing they hadl gained 
their purpose," they put out to sea. 

For a . little while, all was well, "but not long after
there arose against it a tempestuous wind, Euroc1ydon." 
The seas rolled about them like moving mountains. The 
skies were darkened. And when the ship cottld not,bear 
up into the wind, they let her drive·. Then "they used 
helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing fest they should 
fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so· were driven." 
Then they .lightened the ship and cast out the tackling of 
the ship. "'And when neither sun nor stars in many days 
appeared and no small tempest lay u'pon them, all hope 
that they should be s;lVed was then taken away." It was 
a ship with crew and passengers filled with despair, with 
no ray of hope anywhere. 

Then the man in chains,. "after long abstinence," stood 
forth and tole! them-and it was long ,before the invention 
of wireless-that'even amid the storm he had had com
munication with Someon~ else, that there upo'n that 
rolling' deck there had stood by him the angel of God, 
"whose I am," said he, "and whom I serve." He told him 
that there should be no loss of any man's life save only 
the ship. The Loss was -to be material only. 

Men, in such Circumstances,' would get a new concep
tion of the significanc~ of life. T,he Lord was taking 
care of one passenger, and, in His grace, had given him 
all that sailed with him in the ship. Thus this preacher 
in chains, when captain and Cl,""ew, the centurion and 
s'O.ldiers who were with him, a11,d all the others, had lost 
hope, stood forth amid the. storm and said, <!'Be of good 
cheer." 

We ?ave been promised the ret~rn of prosperity for 
some tllne. The newspapers whistle loudly-and one has 
a suspicion sometimes that they are whistling to keep 

I 
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their caurage up. It will be but a little while, they tell 
us, until everything will ,be mended, and all will be well. 
I dO' nat complain af their whistling.. It is better to' 
whistle than to' wail. The saying has became almast 
praverbial that there is prasperity' "just around th~ 
comer". If that be so, many peaple seem to' have lost 
their wav, and are unable to' .find that particular carner. 
They do' nat knaw whether tatum to' the right hand or 
to' the left, to' gO' fo·rward or backward, or what to' do. 
They are like J ehashaphat when the children of Amman 
and Maab and Maunt .seir were surraunding him, and 
he spread his difficulties before the Lord and Silid, 
"Neither knaw we what to' da." I .knaw there are some 
wis,e peaple who are never at their wit's end-perh.aps 
because they have nO' wit-but they prafess to' be equal 
to' any and every emergency. But ordinary martals are 
greatly traubled, and need ather than human. help. 

This ship af Alexandrja, with its matley campany, is 
illustrative of the whale warld ta-day-tOssed to and fro 
like a cark upan the acean, driven :befare the wind, with 
the fury af a veritable Euroclydan shrieking thraugh 
the rigging, while nO' ane seems to have any sense af 
directian, ar any hape af recavery. . ' 

Because we live toO' largely in things, and have taO' 
generally assumed that life cansists in the abundance af 
the things which one passesses, we are all par,takers of 
this general glaam. I suppose it is natural far us to' be 
glaamy. And yet mast af aur troubles are imaginary evel~ 
'naw: 

"We overstate the ills of life, and take 
Imaginatian, given us to' bring down 
Tpe chairs of singing angels overshane 
By God's clear glory,.-down our e;;trth to rake 
The dismal snaws instead; flake following flake 
To cover all the cam. We walk upan 
The shadaw of hills. across a level thrawn 
And pant like climbers. Near the alder-brake 
We sigh so laud, the nightingale within 
Refuses to sing laud, as else she would. 
o brathers! let us leave the shame arid sin 
Of taking vainly, in a plaintive mood, 
The. holy name af Grief! holy herein 
That by the grief of One, came all our good." 

Have we, as Christians, any- message for a world in 
distress? J;Ias the Christian church nO' higher and deeper 
philasaphy af 'life than the man af the world? He WhO' 
was the Man af sarrows and the Acquainrt:an'ce of grief 
was alsO' a Minister of jay, and His birth, af which we 
all have been thinking during these last days, was heralded 
by angelic songs, and His coming was declared to be "gaod 
tidings of great joy':. 

I f Jesus ·ca·rr·ied aur sarrows there remain nO' real 
sarrows for us to carry, unless we unbelievingly take aur 
share :of sarraw from the .. Saviour's heart. and lav it 
an our own,-in which case, we leave it still with Him 
while 'bearing it, ourselves. I believe it is passible to ex
perienc'e a fulness of jay. under the mast distressing cir
cumstances to' which any Christian ever was 0'1' can be 
subjected. And this sad world so blighted by sin, and. 
1l,O'W sa weariedl), tasting tile fruits af it, needs a gospel 
which has -in it such elements af power and grace as 
will enable jay to live in the very regian and shadaw 
'of death. Paul the prisoner an shipboard, on a SI1:arless. 
stormy night, defying the winds and' the waves, and 
pr:eaching to' his fellow-passengers who had' abandaned 

hope, the gospel of good cheer, affords a striking illus
tration and admirable proof that the angels' praclama
tion of the birth of Jesus Christ was, and is still, "goad 
tidings of grea,t jay". 

\iVhat is the secret of this man's cheerfulness, this 
man upon the starm-swept sea? Would yau like to learn 
to' ·sing under shch canditians? Ask him whence comes 
this sang in the night: "Haw have yau learned it, Paul? 
TO' what key is it set? ' To whose accompaniment dO' yau 

. sing?" He says that the theme af his sang is Gad's 
proprietarship of himself. He says, "I am His. Whose 
I am." The harp to' which his sang is attuned is the will 
af Gad: "'\Vhom I serve." His accompanist is a harp
ist fram the skies: "There staad by me this night the 

. angel d'f Gad." 

These are the elements af cheer: A recognition of 
diVine proprietorship~ a sense of divine approval, and an 
experience of divine companionship. Unde~ these con
ditiDns we can sing. This is the "better 'ale". Here is 
the corner we must turn. This is the philasophy of life 
in which we must become instructed if we are to learn to' 
sing songs in the' night. . 

1. , 
First, we must know that we belDng 11:0' Gad; there must 

be A RECOGNITION OF DIVINE PRaPRIETORSHIP. How 
many' ot yau here ,this evening profess and call yaur
selves Christians? How many h.ave had that real ex
perienc~ which was symbalized in the ardinance of bap
tism you witnessed this evening, of 'passing through the 
grave into a new life ~li.rough faith in thee persan alld 
work af aur Lard, Jesus Christ? If that be 'so, then 
you belang. to Him. 

I speak first to you 'wha are Christians this evening, 
'and remind vou that "a man's life consisteth nat in'the 

abundance of the things which he possesseth". Ma
terialism, as a philosaphy, long since ceased to' have its 
vataries and advocates, but, as a practical rule of life, 
it is still regnant in the lives of many whO' profess the 
opposite. It is true that we must ask these questians, 
"What shall we eat? ar, \Vhat shall we drink? or, Where~ . 
withal shall we be clothed?" While we are in this hady 
.a~d s~hject to' material canditians, it is folly to' say that 
man can live withaut bread. But I remind yau that the 
teaching of this story we have :be£ore us this evening is 
that "man cannot live by bread 'alone". 

It may he that the Lot:d. is teaching His people par
ticularly, and the world generally, that life may he rich 
and full and luxuriaus, in the deepest and fullest signi
ficance of the term, even when diyested' of many material 
camforts, and when reduced to the terms of the greatest 
possible material simpliCity. We trau.ble abaut things 
which are but incidental, and which are relatively unim
partant. Our Lord Himself said, "Iri the world ye shall 
have tribulatian: but be of gaod cheer; I have overcame 
the warld." \Ve think Df men as overcoming the warld 
when they are pre-eminently successful, when they have 
large praperty interests, and. incalculable :bank accaunts. 
\Ve say that such a man has canquered the world. On 
the cantrary, the ,vorld has conquered him .. When the 
Man .-6f Nazareth declared that He had overcome the 
warld. He needed nO" bag in which to put His surplus 
wardrobe; ~e had no scrip; He carried no money. So 
far as we knaw, He had nO' change of raiment. He stoad 
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erect in His one seamless robe. He lived a higher, richer, 
life, and overcame the world by doing without it. 

And here too was a man who, though he had no ma
terial possessions, yet found his joy, not in possessing, 
but in ,being possessed; not in owning things himself, 
but in the assurance that he was himself owned by Some- . 
one Who could be relied upon to take care ~f His prop, 
erty. "I belong", said he, '~t1:0 God.. I am Hi.s." 

The dominant note of thIs song m the mght, the 
clarion-cry of this preacher on the sea, s.ounds like a 
bell ringing from heaven, a:bove the thunders of the 
storm, and through the darkness: "Be of good cheer." 
And that is a difficult song to sing, a sermon' hard to 
preach, especially at such a time and in such .a place. 
We too must have a standing-place more ehdurmg than 
the heaving deck of a ship of Alexandria, more stable 
than. a mere raft of material.circumstances, if we are to 
sinO" in the storm while the waves and the billows break 
ov:r us. We also must have the conviction that 'YI"e be
long to God. 

Such conviotion, from the human side, is the result df 
faith in Chris,t, and carries with it the assurnce of eternal 
salvation which is essential 'to 'good cheer. The clouds 
of disappointment, discontent, . and dishearten?I~nt, 
which rise and wrap the' erstwhtle cheerful Chnstlan 
coldly about like the mists of an autumn morI).ing when 
there is· only light enough tOo show that things are dying, 
rise from the marshes of unbelief. They are not, as we 
have sometimes supposed, the smoke from the mill of 
circumstances where it appears all things are working 
together against us; we are cast down an? our soul is 
disquieted within us when we do not hope m God, when 
we forget that we belong to Him. 

There is a mother yonder with a family of children, 
and she does not know where she is to get their break
fast. She may have a roo·f over her head to-night, but 
she has no assurance that she will have· a week hence. 
She has no money; she has, so far as she knows, no very 
near friends. She does not know where to look for 
help. But is she poor? Offer her rni1li?ns in ex~ha':lge 
for her children, and tell her that the pnce of theIr care 
is her separation from them so that she shall see them 
no more-and she will fly at you like a tigress. Perhaps 
you will say, "But you caytnot take care of them: You 
have neither the money nor the strength to provld~ for 
them." Lovingly and longingly she looks at them, and is 
half inclined for the moment to consent to part with them 
for their sakes; but if she is a true mother, she ",,,raps 
her arms about them and says,' "'If I have nothing else 
in the world, I have these treasures, and nothing shall 

" , separate them from me. 
What is she talking a:bout? She is talking about assets 

that are spiritual and intangible, the bond of affection 
that binds her to the children that God has given her. 
Nothing in the world will persuade her t~ surrender that. 

If you look closely at that spirit of heaviness that falls 
upon so many of us; and takes the smile from our faces 
and the sonO" from our. lips, you will find it is the com
panion of aO disquieted soul, rather than of- an aching 
body, or an empty purse. And when we hang our harps 
upon the willows, it is not the rivers of Babylon, por 
the sneers of whose who have carried us captive, but 
the remembrance of Zion which silences our tongues. 
Whatever elements of circumstantial and material in
fluence may go to make up our sadness, there is in it 

always a preponderance of spiritual anxiety and unrest. 
But let there be the quiet assurance that the soul is saved, 
and vou will see three Hebrews taking a "constitutional" 
among the flames; you will' see Daniel happy among the 
lions; you will hear songs issuing from the Philippian 
jail at midnight; and above the howling Mediterranean 
Euroclydon you will hear the ring of this silver bell, 
"Be of good ·cheer." Whoever knows that he belongs to 

. God, though riches take wings, and friends depart, and 
health decline, will look to the end with respect to the 
recompense of the reward, and will :be able to say,-

':'With mercy and with judgment 
Thv web of time is wove, 

And '~ye the dews of sorrow 
Are lustered by His love; 

And e'en mv murkiest storm-cloud 
. Is by His rainbow spanned, 
Caught from the glory dwelling 

In Immanuel's' land." 
You will note further that the recognition of divine 

proprietorship in us imparts the assurance of our security 
against all temporal ill. If I am God's property it is 
His concerri to take care of me. 

Paul knew "the cradle of the deep" was rocked by his 
Father's hand, and, like a trustful child, was cheerful in 
his Father's care. The thunder of the hurricane which 
filled old mariners with fear, to him was but his Father's 
lullaby. He knew that he was securely held within the 
circle of His care who holdeth the waters in the hollow 
of His hand. And if you and I are God's children, we 
shall not be omitted from the general estimates and -sub
sequent provision 0.£ food, and clothes, and housing, of 
the household of faith. The angels' will not be permitted 
to sit down to supper without us. The fatted calf will 
not be killed, nor the feast of merriment begun, until 
the lost son takes his place at the table, wearing the 
shoes, the ring, and the robe. It may be he has wander
ed far; that, like Paul, he has been tossed for many a 
starless night upon a stormy sea, but the Father will see 
him safely home at last-Whose he is.! 

If you and I are numbered among the Hock of the 
Good Shepherd we may be sure we shall not want. The 
lion and the bear may come, but our David will surely 
deliver us from the paw of both. Weak in the flesh, we 
may lose the appointed track of duty, but he will restore 
our souls, and lead us in the paths of righteousness fOor 
His name's sake, \\Those we are! . 

If you and I are His jewels, we shall be despoiled of 
none ·of our lustre here, nor deprived o·f our golden set
ting. yonder. It may be"that we shall be cut upon sharp 
and curious wheels, or that we shall pass through fierce 
fires, but He is His own lapidary, and we shall be His 
jewels still. It may be that thieves will assail, but never 
were crown-jewels more seourely guarded than are they 
all who .belong to Christ. The mountains surrounding 
Dothan were full of horses and chariots of fire roundabout 
Elisha; and they were only the King's escprt, sent to take 
care of one of the crown-jewels. 

It may be we shall need the escort; but, 'like Benhadad 
and his host, the devil and his angels will find themselves 
struck blind when they go out in search of the pearl of 
great price for which the Saviour; gave His all, and which. 
He is resolved to keep: "And they shall be mine; saith 
the Lord of hosi1:s, in that day when I make up my 
jewels." 
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And if you and I are the bride of Christ, members of 
His body, dear as the apple of His eye, His home.,will 
never be complete without us. If Jacob demanded' of 
Laban the surrender of his wives for whom he had served 
twice severi years, and wQttld not be denied; and if David 
required Michal of Ishbosheth for love of whom he put 
his life in jeopardy. and slew the Philistines, how much 
more surely will He claim and keep His bride Who, fQor. 
her sake, laid down His life, and Whose we are! "He 
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall he satisfied." 
And, if you and I beli"eve that,. it will help. us to sing a 
song of cheer in the night. 

T?is recognition of divine proprietorship lends dignity 
to. hfe, and puts a 7/alue upon all that concerns us.' The 
world did not set much store by Paul. He was esteemed 
"'as the filth of the world and the offscouring of . all 
things"-and it is hard ,to sing when under the world's 
feet, when the multitude prefer our 1"Qoom to our com
pany. You and I do noQt count for much among men. 
They do not say to us, like Israel to David, "Thou art 
worth ·ten thousand of us." The world's attitude toward 
the Christian is that of Goliath's toward the son of 
Jesse: "He disdained him: for he was but a youth, and 
ruddy and o"f a fair countenance." But the Cross has 
put a valu'e on our lives. God says 'we are worth some· 
thing, and calls us His. And He will have no diamonds 
of paste among His jewels, no iron merely washed with, 
gold among Bis special treasure. "The filth of the world 
and the offscouring of all things", w::!.shed in the red 
river flowing from the hill 'of Calvary, has left in two 
wounded hands such treasure as all the world's wealth 
cantIot buy. 

I know that Paul the prisoQner was ibut lightly ~steemed 
by some of his fellow-passengers. So you may be. You 
may not count for very much. Few of us do who wor· 
ship ·in this place. There are some people who wOtlld 
tell you that no matter how valuable the jewel, it has a 
very poor, setting when it gets into Jarvis Street Church. 
They would commiserate while they compliment you, 
and say it is a' pity to spoil a diamond by putting it in 
suc~ a poor box! That is not the way you wrap up a 
Chnstmas present! Notwithstanding if you are the 
Lord's jewel He will take care of you. 

Can you s::).y you belong to Christ? You are probably 
having a hard time of it. You may go into the lion's den
but what ?f it ? You will have an opportunity of becoming 
a naturalIst then. You will be able to study the lions at 
close range-arid that ought to be.a privilege! You may 
have to take a constitutional !through the 'flames when the 
furnace is. heated seven times hotter than it was wont 
to be heated, but that need not disturb y@u either. ·If 
you belong ifJo Christ, the flame cannot really hurt you. 

When the marriage of the Lamb is come, it will not be· 
reported that she went down 'on the ship of Alexandria, 
and that there can be no wedding. Over many; a stormy 
sea she may have voyaged, through many a hurricane her 
ship l!1ay have beaten its way, but at last, by God's good 
providence, His wife wiII have made herself ready 'when 
Goa's great hour shall strike. 

And; after all, the discomfort ot the way is a com
paratively small matter if we are sure of our destination. 
If we are positive that we cannot fall out by the way we 

"B ' can say, e of good cheer. I belong to God." I exhort 
you, as ~ exhort my own soul, to ,try in the midst of 
almost universal gloom to be like Paul on shipboard, the 
one soul who has communion with the Skies. 

I read last night that someone in England had in
vented a kind of radi'o receiver that a' policeman can 
carry i.n his breast pocket. Thus as he is walking along 
the street he will be able to.hear the call of his superiors. 

I believe it is possible for us, above the howling of 
the storm, to catch the whisper of the still small Voice, 
to maintain communication with Heaven; and thus in the 
darkest hour, when all hop~ rt:hat we should be saved is 
taken away, to be able to stand forth amid others and 
sa.y, "Wherefore, sirs, he 'of good cheer: for I believe 
God, that it shall be even as it was told me." 

"How firm a foundation, yesainlf:s of the Lord, 
Is laid for' your faith in His excellent word! 
What more can He say than to you lie hath said, 
You who untQo Jesus for refuge have fled? 

, 
" 'In every condition-in sickness, in health, 
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth.; 
At home and abroad, on the land, .or the sea, 
As thy clays may demand s~all thy strength ever be. 

" 'Fear not, I 'am with thee, 0 be not dismayed; , 
I, I am thy God, and will still give thee aid: 

. I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. .' 

" 'When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow'; 
For I will be with thee in trouble to bless; 
And sanctify to thee thy d~epest distress. 

," ''VVhen through fiery trials thy pathway shall' lie, 
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply; 
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design' 
Thy' dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

"'The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will .not, I will not, desert to its foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake!'" ' 

II. 
. But thi~ recognition 'of divi~e proprietorship must b~ 
accompamed by A SENSE OF DIVINE ApPROVAL, or still 
our harps may hang upon the willows while we exclaim, 
','How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?" 

Paul was not only sure that he belonged to God: he 
was convinced thai1: he was in the place of service, in the 
place where God wanted hi11J. to be, for said he, "God, 
whose I am, and whom I serve." He was sure of his 
place' a.s a· ser'lmnt. He had offered himself, and surren
dered his will to God~ and he knew he had been accepted. 
He reckoned himself dead indeed unto sin, and alive unto 
God. He yielded himself unto God, a servant of right
eousness, and. was cheerful because he was serving. 

But the Apostle Paul was .not out of a job. I do not 
believe anyone of us can be happy as Christians if we 
feel th3lt we are laid aside. The 'one thing Paul dreaded 
was tha,t he should be a castaway-not lost as to his sal
vation, but superseded in. the work. of the Lord, put 
aside' while somebody else served in his place. Nobody 
can sing under those conditions. Nobody· can be full of 
joy who desires to serve, .but has no opportunity to do so. 

Paul was' not only sure of his place as a servant: he. 
knew the greatness of his Master too. His condition as 
he titters the words of this t~xt appears to be a Rtanding 
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contradiction of the claim he makes-that he is serving When the storms are howling a,bout the' ship, or an
God. A pri.s·oner in chains, how can he say, . "vVhom I other is 'b~ng wrapped in the flames of affliction, you 
serve"? :Paul has been a leader in the church, a, great expect to see the soul founder, or to see the other con
preacher, proclaiming the word to listening thousands, sumed in the flames. But instead you hear a song of 
but now he is a prisoner at sea. And yet he does not cheer aJbove the storm, or see one walking t~rough the 
say, "Whom I used to serve when I preached to multi- flames, in company with one "like the Son of God". 
tudes 'of people, and made my missionary journeys"; nor Hallelujah !, the religion of Jesus Ghrist is no myth. They 
does he say, '''Whom I will serve if ever I get to land serve who abide in the will of God, no matter how lim
again." But here on the storm-swept sea he says, "Whom ited their activity may be. It is for us to prove the real
I serve." Paul has learned thart: the essence of Christian ity of Christ and His abounding grace. 
service is not ceaseless activity and strenuous endeavour, I heard a' Christian Scientist over the air this afternoon 
but simple submission. Christ never sent us to do His define reality from a dictionary, and .then import into it 
work, never charged us with the success of JJis work- his own meaning, making of it what the late President 
we are commanded to do His will, or perhaps to suffer Roosevelt would have called "a weasel word", a word 
it. Never mind the work of God: seek ye the will of God, that has sound but no significance, a word out of which 
.and ;by submission, serve. all the 'content has been extracted. It is for us to prove 

You will readily see that if Paul had not learned that the reality of the Christian religion. While, in one sense, 
lesson of submission, he' could not have ,been cheerful on it may more effectively be proved on tHe deck of a storm
that stormy night. If he had put the work of God before swept ship'than sitting comfortably in a pew in church,' 
the will of God, he ,would have said. "What will .hecome it takes much more grace and courage: I do not think 
of the kingdom if I stop preaching? The work of God it requires a great deal of grace to sing the hymns we 
will suffer if the preacher becomes a prisoner." But in- have been singing here. It is a very comfortable place 
stead Paul thought more of the King than of the kingdom; i,n which we find ourselves this evening. Who could not 
and devoted himself to His will instead of to Hi~ work. sing, "Rock of Ages"? By all means, let us praise Him 

We too must put His will before His work, or we shall ·in the courts of Zion; 'tbut it is for us to go out and take 
find it impossible to sing. We must learn to suffer, to our place among those upon whom the storms of life are 
let God have His way with us, or we cannot say. "'Vhom breaking, and show them, while we stand with them, that 
I serve." we know how to. be of good cheer. 

It is important· that we learn to accept the place in The hero of our story was of go<?d cheer, because he 
which God puts us,-the place of inactivity perhaps, the . knew his course was in agreement with the revealed will 
place of submission. It may be there are some here this of God. And we, too, must have such assurance if we 
evening who say, "I fear I am not as active as I used are to be cheerful ourselves, and dispense good cheer to 
to be." I know some people in these days who do not· others. This we 'can know only by the teaching of God's 
go to church because they have no money to put on the' Word, and the leading of God's Spirit, as seen and in
collection plate. I do not know that they took a col- terpreted by the light of Scripture. If, on these gro1;1nds, 

, lection on that ship. The Lord can. provide for our needs we are sure we are in the will of God, even if we ~an feel 
if we are.in His will. Can we take the place of God's nothing but our chains, and hear nothing but the shriek 
appointment, the situation for which He has ordained us, of the gale, and the booming of the waves, all the ele
though we seem to be doing n~thing? If by the prin- ments of Euroclydon-the diapason of its thunder, the 
ciples of His Word, and the goings of God upon our own rollicking revelry of the waves, the shrill, though some
spirit, we know that we are where God has put us, then times flute-like tones of the wind-all these may he to 
let us continue our singing: "Be of good cheer ! We have' our tranquil spirits as the notes of the grand organ swept 
the presence of God. Whose I am, and whom I serve." by the fingers of the Master of aU harmonies, playing' 

Paul never rendered a truer service than when on the for our accompaniment that we may sing the gospel of 
ship of j\lexandria. good cheer to a distracted w·orld. Thus may we. sing, 

I have told you of a woman I knew when I was in Lon
don. When I knew her first she had been on her back 
thirteen years, and was the greatest sufferer I have ever 
known. I knew her for a period of six or seven years, 
and during that time when I was going away for my 
holiday-for I took holidays in those days-she used to 
say, "I should like to have you here when I go to heaven." 
But I got ·back again and again from vacation, and, on 
going to see her, she would say: "Well, Pastor, I am still 
here." After I became Pastor of this church I went back 
to London, and said, "I must go to see Mrs. Golding." 
She was still in the furnace of afflictiob. as she had been 
all through the years. She smiled her sweet s~ile and 
said, "Well, well! So I am still here, though you are 
gone." Th~n she name'd the ministers of different de
nominations she had known, saying, "They have all left, 
and· I am stil.J here; and I used to think I might be gone 
before you got back from your holiday. I wonder why 

- God keeps me here, and lets all the rest of you go?" I 
'rePlied, "The Lord could afford to dispense with our ser
vices, but He had to keep you, because you are the best 
preacher in town." And she- was I 

"The loss, if loss there be, is mine, 
And yet not mine i{ understood; 

For one shall grasp and, one resign, 
One drink life's rue,. and one its wine, 

And God shall make the balance good. 

"0 power to do! 0 baffled will! 
o prayer av.d action! ye are on~. 

'Vho may not strive, may yet fulfil 
The harder task of standing still, 

And good but wished with God is done!" 

III 
But the best proof of divine proprietorship, the surest 

evidence of divine approval, is to be found. in THE Ex
PERIENCE OF DIVINE COMPANIONSHIP. 

"There s~ood by me this night the angel of God.''' 
Thank God, we 'are never left alone. There was a pas
senger on that ship whose name was not written in the' 
log, a passenger who was unknown to the captain, or to
any member of the crew. The ange\ of God came in his. 
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own way, to be the companion and comforter of one man. 
He talked with him, so that Paul was able'to say, "God 
is with me in the midst of the storm." 

Can you say it? Are you sure of it? 
When N ebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace, the 

thing that struck him was that he ha'd cast three men into 
the fire-bound. N ow' he said, "Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; 
and the' form of the fourth is like the Son of God." Does 
anybody keep you company? Do the people with whom 
you associate know that you are a companion of Jesus 
Christ? Is it evident that you are never alone? He will ' 
stay by' you. What should we, do if He did not? How 
long could we endure if we had to stand alone? 

It seems to me, dear ,friends, that Christian people, in 
circumstances like the present, have a special mission to 
perform. We have professed: it is for -us to prove that 
we po~sess, and are possessed by, the Lord Jesus. It is 
for us to prove that His 'presence assures our peace. 
,If you are certain that you belong, to God; and if you 

are sure you are in the place of His will, you may always 
depend on His presence. Whoever can say, "Whose I 
am, and whom I serve", will be able also to say, "There 
stood by me this night the angel of God." You may not 
always see Him.:---but He will be always ~here: 'Because 
Joseph abides in His will, the prison and the palace are 
alike to him. "Moses when he was come to years refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season."· And yet we 
read of "the song of M0ses." He found it easier to sing 
in the wilderness than in the Egyptian palace. . 

So all who bdong to God, and serve Him, shall find. 
1£ yo.u are what and where God wants you to 'be, you may 
be sure He will be where and what you desire Him to be: 
He will be with you. If these conditions be fulfilled, we 
shall not only be kept in good heart ourselves, but shall be 
enabled to bid others, "Be of good cheer." When Israel 
fought the Philistines, and "when the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord c~me into the camp, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout, so that the earth rang again." And when the 
true Ark, Jesus· Christ, comes and stands by us, we' ought 
to shout and sing. With such a Harper, everyone should 
find voice to sing, even t9 the added accompaniment of 
the thunder of the storm. 

This mutual agreement and companionship implies mu
tual correspondence. The angel said, "Fear not." Then 
Paul said, "Be of good cheer." God will be with you, and 
·will speak to you', if you are with Him, and speak to Him. 
This Book will be a comforting angel if' you will be an' 
obedient servant. The ship of Alexandria ;,vas broken to' 
pieces. In some quarters it is said that this civilization of 
ours is going to pieces. There are some good things in
it-and there are some things with which we could afford 

, to dispense. Left to ourselves 'and· to the .shortsighted
ness of our own vision, we should prefer that this struc
ture, the genius of our own creation, stand. 

Suppose it does go to pieces? Suppose the ship is 
broken to pieces-what then? Can you get to land? Can 
you survive the catastrophe? Can the people of God, as 

, individuals, and the church of Christ collectively, those 
who have been made partakers of the grace of life, and 
are really His, can we survive the storm? Can we come 
to shore, and prove that there is a· divine power that can 
uphold us in such a time of distress? Can we show then 

what it really means to live? Even though our ship 
should Ibe broken to pieces beneath us, can we demonstrate 
as did the martyrs of old, that life 'in abundant measure 
consists in something vastly more than, and different 
from, physical :comfort or material good? 

Certain I am that Paul found his opportunity in this 
day of difficulty. And I believe that the church, and every 
believer, will find its or his, opportunity in this day of 
direful prediction, when hope seems almost to have died 
in the human breast. Of w~at value is our salvation? 

There is a special application 01 all this to our present 
circumstancf;s. The' night was dark, and neither sun nor 
stars in many days appeared. It was a time when experi-, 
ence and expert knowledge were of great value. You 
have noticed on shipboard, how often, in bad weather, the 
passengers try to ~onsole themselves. by asking questions 
of the officers of the ship with respect to the weather 
prospe~ts. I suppose it was so in-PauI's day. And p'rob
ably for .some days no man's word carried more weight 
than the captain's. At all events, the cen:turion in charge 
of the prisoners "believed the Master and owner of the 
ship, more than ·those things which were spoken by Paul.?' 

But that was when there was no storm, and "the south 
winds blew softly"~ But when the hurricane broke in all 
its fl.).ry, and, on the basis of expert opinion, "all hope 

, that they should be saved was taken away'~, it was one 
who had commerce with the Skies who was able to 
hearten the despairing passeng.ers and crew. 

In these dark and depressing days, do not allow "your
selves to be too much Rerturbed by the opinions of human 
experts. I beg of yoh to reflect that this Book kno.ws 
more about, and can speak more authoritatively ·.Qf, ,the 
present distress than the wisest economist in the world. 

"Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island." 
The ship was broken into pieces at last when they. came 
into' the place where two seas met. Presently there was 
just a mass of-floating wreckage about, but it came to pass 
that "some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the 
ship ... they escaped all safe to land." Paul did not go 
ashore alone. . . 

Then you remember how, when they made a fire, 'and 
. "Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on 
the fire. there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened 
on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the venomous 
beast hang on his. hand, they said among themselves, No 
doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he hath 
escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. And 
he Ishook off the beast into the fire, and felt no ·harm. 
Howbeit they 10Qked when he should have swollen, or· . 
fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a 
great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed 
their minds, and said that he was a god." He was neither. 
And he preached the gospel to them. How many souls 
were eternally saved because of Pa~l's conduct in the 
storm, and subsequently in the presence of the barbarians 
of the island, no human mind can possibly estimate. But 
it is a great thing to have Jesus ,Christ with you, to be 
whplly possessed by Him, to be carried,safely through to 
the journey's end. 

I wonder are there any here who are not Christians? 
On what ship will you sail? How can. you do without" . 
Christ? "Just around the corner"! Where is.it? In 
Christ; so that if we suffer the loss of our goods, even 
of these' bodies, though they be consumed in the flames, 
Qur spirits will return triumphant to the God Who gave 
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them; and we shall be "more than conquerors through 
him that loved us." 

Carry these great truths back to your business. Can 
you pray in this fasmon, "0 God, Whose I am"? Can 
you continue, "0 God, Whom I serve"? If so, you will 
conclude, "I thank Thee for Thine angel who stands by 
me, and bids me be of good cheer to-day." 

"Man's weakness waiting upon God 
Its end can never miss; 

For men on earth no work can do 
More angel-like than this. 

"He always wins who sides with Gbd; 
, To him no chance is lost; 
God's will is sweetest to him when 

It triumphs at his cost. 

"Ill that He blesses is our 'good, 
And unblessed good is ill; 

And all is right th~t seems most wrong 
If it be His sweet will." 

, 

Let us pray: 
o Lord, we come to Thee with gladness in our hearts, 

with praise and thanksgiving upon our lips, because Thou 
hast saved us, and Thou dost keep us still. Bless our 
meditation, and help us as we mix with the troubled and 
tried among the sons of men, that we may carry to them 
a message from the Skies, a gospel of good cheer. For 
Thy glory'S sake, Amen. 

GOD'S RE;VELATION TO MOSES IN 
THE MOUNT. 

, A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, 

Thursday Evening, December 17th, 1931. 
Ninth in a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on 

Biblical Theology 'which are included in the 
curriculum of T01'onto Baptist·Seminary. 

The section of Scripture we are to pass under review 
this evening will be found from the twentieth to the 
thirty-first chapters of Exodus, both chapters inclusive. 
In our Thursday night studies we are pursuing a course 
in Bi'blical Theology; Theology, broadly speaking, i,s the 
science of God, the word about God. Natural theology 
is what may be learned of God from Nature; revealed 
theology is that which may be learned of what God says 
of Himself in His inspired Word. Systematic theology 
assumes the systemization of the doctrines of the gospel. 
That is, they are reduced to a system, and related one to 
the other. For example, the sovereignty,of God involves 
the principle of the election of grace. Election equally 
involves the doctrine of total depravity, and vice versa. If 
men are dead in trespasses and sins, no one can possibly be 
saved unless God, by His s'overeign mercy, is pleased to 
m'ake them alive again. Thus all the doctrines of the 
gospel are related to each other, and are reducible to a 
system. 
. It would do many preachers good to have a very thor
ough training in systematic theology. TheywQuld learn 
to pe consistent in their teaching. , 

By Bioblical Theology we mean a study of God's revela
tion of Himself, and an examination of the doctrines of 
the gospel in their historical relation and historical de
velopment. Hence we come to the Bible book by book, 
in order that we may see what each book of the Bible 
has'to say about God., 

The section we have before us this evening, in view 
of certain modern tendencies, is an exceedingly import
ant one, and I bespeak your very careful attention. 

1. 
In the twentieth chapter we have an account of the 

giving of the law, the ten commandments. Those of y,o'u 
who have learned the catechism will not forget that the 
ten commandments are contained in the twentieth chapter 
of Exodus. 

Let it be clearly understood that the ten command
ments, the Decalogue, written upon the two tables of stone, 
were not of a temporal character. They are just as much 
in force to-day as they were -in the day when they were 
given. The principles of the ten commandments applied 
before they were given in so many words. They repre
sent a SUMMARY OF 'rHE MORAL LAW, and they are de-

. signed to. regulate our relation to God, and' our relation to 
our neighbour. . 

And please to remember that the moral law has not been 
a:brogated. It is still in force-and always will be-be
cause it is based in the nature of things, which is another 
name for the nature of God. There never can be any 
change in the principle, "Thou shalt have no' other gods 
before me." And the others are equally unchangeable. 

In the New Testament the law is summed up in two 
precepts, namely, "Thou' shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all 'thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyself." It is said that all the law is comprehended in 
those two principles. 

Then you will recall that Paul said that "what the law 
could not do"-it was an ideal, an objective standard to
ward which men were to' strive, but to whose spiritual 
import no nlOrtal could attain because of his inherent 
sinfulness and moral weakness,-"what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the fl.esh"-what for ?-"that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who . 
walk not after the flesh, but after thl;! Spirit." None of 
us keep it perfectly, but the Spirit of God dweUs within 
us in order to transmute that objective standard of right
eousness into moral character. 

Bear in mind, .then, that the principles of the decalogue 
are abiding, and that the moral law is a transcription of 

, the Divine nature, and is what it is because God is what 
He is. The principles of the Decalogue are 'basic, and are 
indispensable to any right relation to God or our 
neighb<;>ur. 

II. 
In the twenty-first to the twenty-third chapters we have 

SUNDRY LAWS GOVERNING HUMAN SOCIAL RELATION
SHIPS. I think' I might sum it up by saying that in these 
chapters we have the doctrine of the state. The people of 
God have been brought out of Egypt, and are being 
fashioned into a nat.ion, into an organized community of 
human beings. They are not to'be shut off like Robinson 
Crusoes, each one to live by himself: they are to live to
gether, and in relation to each other, and therefore certain 
laws are given for the regulation of their conduct. 

Let it be understood that the state is a divine institution. 
We need to learn that in our day .. The first law that was 
entrusted to human hands for enforcement was a law 
designed to pre~erve human life: "Whoso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed." That was 
really the foundation of the s~ate,' and in these chapters, 
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twenty-one to twenty-three, there is a system of laws de
signed to regulate human conduct, to regulate men and 
women in relation to each other. 

Let me pause here to say that' there are some people 
who are so other-worldly that they do not belong to the 
state!. They would have us believe that we ought to have 
nothing to do with munqane affairs, that a Christian ought 
not to vote, that a Christian, being a member of a heavenly 
kingdom, has nothing to do with the affairs of this world. 
Nothing could be more contrary to Scripture. "The pow
ers that be are ordained of God"; "For he beareth not the 
sword in. vain." Our Lord said, "Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things. which are Caesar's; and unto God,the 
things that are God:s." Both in the Old Testament a;td 
the New, there is a recogriition' of the state as an. m
stitution divinely ordained. We must have organized 
society if we are to live in safety. 

I have known some people who would not vote, who 
pay their taxes because they must, and are alt.ogether 
superior to mundane affairs. But if they happen to have 
a-fire' it does not ,take them long to send for the fire reels! 
-If a burglar should break into their home, or their safety 
were otherwise threatened, they would Hot be long in 
se\'!king police. protection! They are willing to en joy the 
privileges of organized society, but are not willing to 
bear the responsibilities which such a community of in
terests invqlves. 

'In these 'chapters there is a record of the divine in
stitution of the state. A mob of people have come out of 
Egypt. God has given His summary'of the whole quty of 
man in the ten commandments, and then in these suc
ceeding chapters a system of laws for the regulation of 
the new state, and a pattern for the regulation of all 
states .from then until now. . 

If all· law could be abrogated, and if every man were 
permitted to do that which is right in his own eyes, what 
would' become of an organized community like Toronto, . 
or like the Dominion of Canada, or any other nation any-
. where? Anarchy, chaos, utter distintegration of all so-
ciety, would be the result. \ 

vVe do not object to the red lights at the intersections, 
or to the policemen, to tell us when to stop and when to 
go. If every man were to drive through regardless of his 
neighbours' rights, there would soon be a stack of motor-
car wrecks at r-very intersection. . . . 

That is true of human life in general. There must be 
law. 

I would call the attention of ·you students to this point, 
that we, as Baptists, have alwa'ys held that it is the duty 
of Christians to be obedient to the a power,s that be": to 
honour the king, to pay tribu.te, to discha.rge our full duty 
as citizens. I have read a story aobout Mr. Spurgeon. He 
was met one day by a man of the Brethr~n }persuasion. 
It was election day, and the man asked hun If he were 
going to vote.. "I ()ertainly .a~", replied Mr. Spurgeon. 
"But" said he "you are a CItIzen of the Heavenly J eru-

" ?" "P h " salem. What' right have you to vote.. er aps so , 
Mr. Spurgeon answered, "but my o.ld man is a citi~en <?f 
London." !'But you ought to mortIfy the old man , saId ' 

. his friend. "I am going to do that .to-day. My ol~ .man 
is an incorrigible Tory, and I am gomg to mortIfy hIm by 
compelling him to vote for. the Li.berals." It was an e.x
pression of the usual sa111ty whIch Mr. Spurgeon. dIS
played in matters of that sort. (Of course, there IS no 
politics in that story. "The old man" is the old man no 
matter what party he chooses to espouse): 

We drive upon roads that have been prepared for us. 
. We are protected by laws which have been enacted ,for 
our safetv and well-being, and it is right that we should 
render Ul;to Caesar the things that are Caesar's. In the 
matter of paying our 'taxes, fulfilling our duty to gove~
nors, a Christi;,tn man, above all others, ought to be obedi
ent to the law. He ought to be the friend of law and 
order always. Lawlessness'is ever an enemy of Christ. 

I call your attentio':1 also to the application of the prin
ciple in this sense, that law must obtain wherever t~ere 
is an organized community~ It must obtain in the family. 
I know there are some children who are little' angels, but 
no mother will tell you that seven days in the week, no 
matter how' excellent they are. I asked a mother once 
how much she would take for the baby. "To-day, you 
could not have him for a million dQllars", she said, "but 
some days you could have him for five cents"! Of 
course, she did not mean it: she meant that his majesty 
was not.always quite so amiable as on that particular oc
casion when there was company. Everybody knows 
that there ought to be authority in the home. 

So must there be in the ch~trch. You cannot have an 
organized community of any kind without some form of 
government. Does someone observe, "Surely i~ is not 
needed in a church ? Vie are all regenerated; we are. all 
Chris-tians." I know that we ought always to behave as 
Christians, but some of us do not-and some. will not. 
\\Then people do not, and will not, there is only one thing 
to do, and that is to resort to some principle of compul
sion. Therefore every organization, by virtue of the fact 
that it is an organization, must have some way of ex
pressing the will of the company who have agreed to live 
together. And that company must have a' constitutional 
way of saying, "You shall not disturb the peace of this 
household." 

TJqat is a principle that applies' to all organized society . 
everywhere. Within these chapters, of cours.e, these laws 
have to do primarily with the organization of the state . 

Had we time to examine them, we should find them 
most interesting. In the laws set forth in these chapters 
you will find, in principle, almost every law to be found 
upon our statute books. We have statutes by the thou
sand. Go to the law library, and you will wonder where, 
by and by, there will be found room to pile the books of 
statutes passed for our regulation. But in principle they 
are all in these chapters. The principles herein contained 
lie at the base of our wnole jurisprudence. Wherever the 
Bible has been received, wherever its authority has been 
recognized, these pinciples have found their way into the 
laws of the state. Human life is safeguarded, the family 
is protected, the rights of person and of property,are re
cognized. And n.ot only life, but limb: there are laws to 
preserve us from personal' injury of every sort. . The 
principle of the red lights on the street where there IS an 
excavation' or an obstmctiqn will be found in the regula
tions of these chapters. 

The other day we .opened a tunnel to carty the steam 
from 'the main building to the Seminary building; and 
while it was open we had ~ome barriers put up, but no 
lights. Someone said, ':,This is ~riva~e. proper~y,. and .such 
warning is not needed.' I repbed, .1 know It ~s pnva~e 
property, but if you turn to your Bible you WIll find It 
holds us responsible for any damage th~t may accr~e' 
from the opening of a pit, whether on prIvate or pubhc 
property. We are under moral obligation to make it i~-
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possible for anybody to get hurt. That is the principle .. 
that o'btains in these chapters. 

I cannot examine all the particulars, but study them at 
your leisure. 

III. 
In the latter part of the twenty-third chapter you wiII 

find a re-statement of THE DOCTRINE OF DIVINE PROVI- . 
DENCE AS RELA'I'ED TO N A'rIONS. t know that the Lord 
looks after His children, that the very hairs of our heads 
are all numbered. It -is blessedly true that He takes car.e 
of individuals. .But remember, He is "the King of na
tions" as well as the Shepherd of individual sheep. Bear 
in .mind that it is written, "Righteousness exaIteth a na
tion: but sin is a reproach to any people." The twenty
third chapter gives us the explanation of God's deterIl\in
ation to dispossess "the Amorites, and the Hittites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites". It was because of the iniquity of these 'people 
on the on'e hand, and in fulfilment of a promise to His 
people on the other hand, that if they, would obey His 
laws, He would bring them in to the land of promise. 

We need to give heed to that doctrine in our day. May 
not the present distress universally obtaining be traced 
to the irreligion, to the utter godlessness of the nations of 
our day? \Ve shall learn, after a while, that a nation can 
no more do wi,thout God and His laws than an individual, 
and that the "wages of sin (which means the violation of 
moral principle) is death," whether it be on the part of 
an individual or a nation. 

settled from the beginning; as we read in the final book 
of the Bible, the Lamb was 'slain "from the foundation 
of the world". . 

I want to ring the changes on that, I want to get that 
firmly established in your minds, that ·God never made a 
mistake, that God never had to amend His programme. 
"Known unto God are all. his works from the beginning 
of the world." You hear me quote that often, or other 
passages to the same effect. Fix it in your minds that our 
God is a God from Whom no secrets are hid. He sees 
the' end from the beginning. Before He does anything 
He makes His plans so perfectly that they never need to 
be .changed. That is the only thing of which I have heard 
concerning which it may rightly be said that "it shall 
never be changed". Every.thing else needs changing, but 
not that which God plans and executes. That is perfect, 
as He is .perfect. God is incapable of producing any
thing that is short of perfection. 

It will help us greatly if we get our feet firmly tipon 
that great principle, that there is liot)1ing tentative in the 
divine programme. . 

Furthermore, its perfection argues its finality. Only 
that which is imperfect can be done away: "The law 
made nothing perfect." 1t was but a shadow of good 
things to come. And because the law made nothing per
fect, this system of symbols and types and ceremonies 
had all to pass away, when they had served their purpose, 
when Jesus Christ came Who was Himself the fulfilment 
of all these things. I would lay the strongest possible 
emphasis lJPon that, that God's plan of redemption can-

IV. not possi,bly be improved upon, and that it is final. ;Final! 
Chapters twenty-five to twenty-seven give us an ac- There is nothing to add to it, and nothing can be taken 

count of the giving to Moses of the specifications for the from it. 
building of the tabernacle. I think I may say .that 'from What about the development of these great doctri1tes of 
the twenty-fifth to .the/twenty-seventh chapters we have the Bible? They are de'l-'eioped only in respect to thei1' 
a setting forth in type of THE DOC'tRINE 01" REDEMPTION. grad~tal disclosure to our ttnderstanding. But so far as 
We read in Hebrews, "If he were on earth, he should God is concerned, there was no develol'>ment. They were 
not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer perfect from the beginning. But they ~ere made known 
gifts according to the law: who serve unto the example to men on the principle of our Lord's saying, "I have yet 
and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admon- many things to say unto you, Qut ye cannot bear them 
ished of God when he'was about to make the tabernacle: .' now." A wise teacher will estimate the 'capacity of his 
for, See, saitih he, that thou make all things. according to scholars, and will seek gradually to develop their under
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount." Agaip: "It standing. He will withhold the pro founder lessons which 
was therefore nepessary that the patterns of things in the he wo~tld teach until they· have learned the simpler ones. 
heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly Thus God gives us in His \Vord line upon line,. precept 
things themselves with better sacrifices than these." Thus upon precept, here a little, and ther-e a little. 
th~ tab<;rnac\e' ,,;as really made to serve as !he pattern of There is a development in the revelation of the doc
thll1gs 111 the heavens; and the blood-sacrifices, and all t·rines. You. will find that our Lord Himself did not 
the ritu~ t.here enj.oined, were designed to typify those immediately say to His disciples, "You will follow me for 
great prmclples whIch regulate the approach of the soul about three years, and then I am going up to Jerusalem 
to God. to die. I shall be crucified." He did not tell them that 

The twenty-fifth to the twenty-seventh chapters there- at once .. We read that Jesus "beg~n" from that time to 
fore set forth the doctrine'> of redemption. I shall not tell them tertain things. He did not tell them all at once. 
go into the particulars of it. We have gone over it again LiUle by little He unfolded His plans. That does not 
and again, and you will, in your doser study of the book. mean that He was making His plans little by little. His 
itself, deal with the particulars of all the sacrifices which plans were ·absolutely perfect to the last detail, and were 

. typify the great Sacrifi·ce. But there are ce.rtain prin- predicted by the prophets centuries before, even to the 
ciples to which we must give attention. .casting lots upon His vesture, and the giving of vinegar to 

What have we to make of this, that the whole scheme Him to drink. It was all fixed and settled in the counsels 
of redemption is here set forth in· t'ype in the Old Testa- of the Eternal. Keep that in mind, will you, as applied 
ment? Surely, first of all, it signifies the divine char- to tHe scheme of redemption? 
acter of. it. Centuries before Christ came, before the The Bible is a big book, and I think we have enough to 
"Lamb of God" appeared, befQre He "appeared to put exercise our minds for several days! It will probably 
away sin ,by the sacrifice of himself", in principle, it is keep us busy trying to understand what God has written. 
all written in the Book. What does that mean? Surely Were we to ~ive a long time, and be blessed with the Di
it means that the plan of redemption was predetermined, vine Presence' continuaIly, even then we should not have 
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learned all that· is in this Book; for I read that in the 
ages to come he will "shew the ex'Ceeding riches· of his' 
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus". 
I am sure that when we get to the glory we shall be like 
the queen of Sheba: "\i\TJien the queen of Sheba had seen 
all Solomon's wisdom, am;l the house that he had built, 
and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, 
and the a.ttendance of his ministers, and their apparel, 
and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up 
unto the house of the Lord; there was no spirit in her. 
And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard 
in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. How
beit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes 
had seen it: arid, behold, the half was not told me: thy 
wisdom and prosperity exceedeth. the fame which I 
heard." In the future we shall come to understand the 
significance of redemption as we can never understand it 
here. But we shall never ·get beyond, in principle, the 
divine revelation in this Book. '. . 

From chapter twenty-eight to thirty 'there is a setting 
forth of the doctrine of. THlt PRIltS'l'HOOD OF OUR LORD 
JltSUS. These. chapters deal with the priesthood of Aaron, 
of course, 'but we know from the epistle to the Hebrews 
that Aaron was but a· type of, the Priest Who was to 
come. First of all, there is that great foundation: the 
moral law ; then the doctrin~ of the state, of organized so
city; then there is the doctrine of redemption, the taber
nacle, typical of God's way of redeeming men. It re
lates to the individual as the temple of the Holy Ghost. 
It ,relates to the church as a spiritual house. It relates to 
the 'completed· temple in the heavens which we shall see 
by and by. There is all that, and then comes the.priest
hood, representative of the person and work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. . 

I shall not go into that, but simply give you the divi
sion, and say tha.t in these matters you will always observe 
two principles, that the Holy Ghost teaches bQth by com
parison and contrast. Nothing below can possibly equal 
and fully represent the Lord' Jesus Christ. He trans
cends every illustration. I love that verse in one of our, 
hymns. I· sing it to myself again and again, and quote it 
often: 

"Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love, and power, 

That mortal ever knew, 
Or angels ever bore; 

All are too mean to speak His worth, 
Too mean to set the Saviour forth." 

Up to a point you will find the work of Jesus Christ 
illustrated, and then He goes beyond it. For example: 

. "They truly were many priests, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death: but this man, be- . 
cause he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest
hood." Many prie.sts: one Priest.' They were mortal: 
He is eternal. They died: He "ever liveth to make inter
cession for us." Similarly, they offered many sacrifices: 
"Every priest standeth daily rt:J.inistering and offering 
oftenti~e~ the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins: but this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God." "Onc.e 
in the end of the ~orld hath he appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself." 

Thus the symbolism of the tabernacle and of the priest
hood was designed to teach us, among other things, the 
shortcomings of our mortality, and the Inadequacy of 
everything human; and to ~how us our absolute depend-

ence upon the God of all grace as revealed in the one, in
comparable, eternal, and crucified Son of God. So much 
for the priesthood. 

You students will do well to keep this in mind. Mod
ernism recognizes no necessity for a Priest. Men like 
Dr. ~osdick may speak.of Jesus-al,1d do speak of Jesus 
-as an Example, asa Teacher, under many figures; but 
never will they represent Jesus as a Priest! They see no 
necessity for a priest. . 

VI. 
In the thirty-first chapter there is a record of God's pro-

· ·vision for TI-u: ExltCUTJON OF HIS PLANS. He has given 
wisdom to Bezaleel and Aholiab. He has made them wise 
by His Spirit, in order that they' may execute this divi!le 
pattern which He has commuriicated to them through 
Moses. Thus we may be sure that God always provides 
for the execution of His own designs .. Jesus Christ died, 
He was buried .. and He rose again, and ascended into the 
heavens; and I know that He anticipated the disciples' 
fear, when He said to therp "I will not leave you orphans; 
I will come to you. I have taught you much. I have 
shown you that by My death you are to be redeemed, and 
as you contemplate My departure, My withdrawal from 
you, you will say; 'Who is sufficient for these things? 
How can this great programme for the world's evangel
ism be executed?' I will send you My Spirit, and I wilt 
make men wise and strong ·to effect its execution." 

That is ever God's way~ 
You will have observed that in our study this evehing 

I have tried to make it clear to you that there is really 
nothing in the Old Testament that is obsolete. Its sym
bolism still stands as an illustration of the principles of 
the fuller revelation of God in Christ Jesus. ·The moral 
law abides. The principles which should underlie any 
organized state still abide. I do not know how long you 
can have an organized life but on the principle of the 
laws set forth in those chapters twenty-one to twenty
three. And that which sp,eaks of the taQernacle and of 
the priesthood stillohas force as illustrative of the great 
scheme of redemption. 

I believe there is not one word in the whole Bible, from 
the first of Genesis to the last of Revelation, that should 
not exercise authority over your life ·and mine. The 
study of the Bible is of no value unless it becomes an 
authoiitative rule of life. 

· What is Modernism? Why have we ~n this place, and 
why have people elsewhere, protested against it?, The.· 
book of Jonah, our Modernist friends say, is not to be 
subscribed to: "I cannot subscribe to its supernatural
ism. It seems incredible. It does not appeal to my rea
son." We call such an one a Rationalist. He takes Je
hoiakim's pen-knife, and cuts Jonah out of· the Bible, 
saying, "It is an interesting document. It has ·certain il
lustrative value; but I cannot accept it as the authentic, 

· authoritative, infallible, word of God to me." We' do 
not want a Bible that is torn to pieces. 

Another man comes to the early chapters of Genesis 
and says, "I reject them." "On what ground, sir?" "Be- \ 
cause they are not in accord with the conclusions of 
science.'~ "You mean you reject the early chapters of 
Genesis because they are unscientific, contrary to the de
monstrated facts of science?" "Yes sir." 

Another 'man says, "I do not believe in the book of 
Joshua. .1 could not· accept that; nor· could I believe in 
the inspiration of the book of Judges." . "Why not?" "Be-
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cause it contains those dreadful records which tell of the 
e..xtermination of the nations of Canaan." "And why do 
you object to that, sir?" "It is unethical. My moral ~ense 
objects to it. I cannot think of a God of love giving 
cOfnmandment for the extermination of thl'!se nations." 
And you set your moral sense agamst the justice of God? 

Thus, there are taken away from us part of the book 
of Genesis-a good many parts of it, the book of Joshua, 
and the book of Judges. Of course, our friend who is so 
subservient and ready to accept the conclusions of science 
would object to those portions of Scripture which tell of 
the miracles of Elijah's day. By the time these gentle
men get thro:ugh, there is not much of the Bible left. 
They not only object to the Old Testament, but to the 
New. They reject the Virgin Birth. It is quite impos
sible! Likewise, the miracles of our Lord; His resur
rection, and ascent to the Father. 

I do not believe the devil cares what means are em
ployed to rob the Bible of its authority. So long as he 
can destroy its authority in your life, 'he is content. It 
was reported not long since in the papers that a certain 
Toronto minister told his congregation that the Sermon. 
on the Mount has no application to us, that it is the law 
of a dispensation yet to be. I read i.n a certain American 
magazine an article to t.he same effect. The author had 
tried to find out where to put the Sermon on the Mount, 
and d({cided that it certainly had no application to the 
New Testament church,-to the church to whom it was 
addressed! And. certainly it had no application to the 
chu;ch of to-day! N either did he· believe that it applied 
to the Jews. By an ingenuity that was very wonderful 
he at last discovered that the Sermon on the Mount was 
something held in ~eserve, that was to become operative 
in the last half of the' Great Trib4lation! 

Give careful thought' to these matters, and find out 
from the Scriptures themselves whether these things be 
so. It is my hope that our students wiII leave the Seminary 
with a conviction of the integrity of the Holy Scriptures, 
with C!- clear conception of the wholene.l1s, the completeness, 
of ·divine revelation, that the Bible from Genesis to. 
Revelation is the record God has given to us of His Son, 
and as such the inspired, infallible, and supremely author
itative Word of God. 

THE POPE'S ENCYCLICAL. 
The Pope has just issued another encycIial. This 

time it is an appeal to Protestants everywhere who are 
called "separated" brethren to return to the mother church. 
Thus we assume all who profess and call themselves 
Christians without the pale of the Roman Church are 
children of' the' church who have gone astray. The Pope 
is'very kindly praying for us all, that we may be led to a 
recognition of his supremacy, and particularly to the use-
fulness of the intercessions of the virgin. . 

We shall h.ave something more to say about this en
cyclical. later. Meanwhile we remark only on th~ psy
chology of it. What if a Presbyterian, or a BaptIst, or 
an Anglican, of prominence, or the representative of any 
other denomination, were to announce to all the world 
that he was praying that all Christendom might become' 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Anglican, 'or what not, as the case 
might be? What a storm of ridicule would greet such 
an announcement! Of course, we should all like every-

, 
body to share our convictions of truth, but the Vatican's 

. motl·est· assumption of the preeminence suggests that the 
majority of people take men and institutions largely at 
'their own valuation. 

I The psychology of Romanism s~ggests tha~ nothing is 
gained by compromise. It is better that we should believe 
profoundly, and with the courage of our convictions pro
pagate our principles. 

The Pope's prayers wiII do us no harm, but the Editor 
.of THE GOSPEL WITNE'ss feels fairly confident that they 
wiII not be answered-at ll'!ast in his case. 

THE NE,W YEAR'S PROSPECT. 
Not even during the years of the Great War were the 

minds of men more troubled than they are to-day. Then 
we· faced a positive menace, and summoned all our powers 
to combat the foe. Our present difficulties are of ·a nega
tive order, and are therefore much more difficult to deal 
with. Nowise man will venture to predict what experi-
ences the next year wiII bring to us. . 

Attending many night meetings, we have often been 
under'the necessity of driving home during the night. On 
not a few occasions we have encountered heavy fog. Noth
ing, we venture to think, is more nerve-racking to a motor- , 
ist than to have to drive, through a fog. In such circum
stances one must move very slowly, no faster than will 
permit one to stop his car within a few inches. 

The weather is foggy everywhere. It never was truer 
than it is to-day that we know not what a day nor an 
hour may bring forth. Noone is able to see through the 
mist. Therefore it seems to us that it is the part of wis
dom in all matters to move very slowly, and very safely. 

This applies to individuals, and it applies espeCially to 
churches. Sometimf!s ch\.!rches run somewhat reckles~ly 
into debt. Church officers, it 'seems to us, would be wise 
in recommending the churches they serve, to make every 
effort to pay their way, and to defer works of extension to 
a more convenient season, unless, indeed, they have the 
actual cash with which to pay for such extension. To do 
otherwise amid such economic conditions as now prevail 
would not be faith, but presumption. Let us trust God, 
and pray more earnestly than ever that it may please Him 
to send a spiritual awakening to the world. This, above 
all things, is the need of the present hour. 

BOOKS BY DR. SHIELDS 
"'IHE ADVENTURIilS OF A MODERN YOUNG MAN" 

A series of sermonS on the parable of the prodigal and 
his brOther. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 
A series of Thursday evening Bible Lectures from 
Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HISTORY." 
A series of sermons preached in Jarvis Street Cwrch, 
on "The Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty Cents a Volume Postpaid. 
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Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf 
VDI. ND. 7 ND.l 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 

LessDn 3 January 17, 1932 
FIRST QUARTER 

MINISTRATION .IN SERVICE. 
LessDn Text: Lev. 9; Deut. 25. 
GDlden Text: "But Christ being CDme an 

high priest Df gDDd things to CDme, 
by a greater and mOore perfect 
tabernacle, nDt made with hands, 
that is tOo say, nDt Df this building; 
neither by· the blDDd Df calves, but 
by his Dwn blood 'lie entered in' Dnce 
into the hDly place, having obtained 
eternal redemptiDn fDr us." Heb. 
9:11-12. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday-Gen. 1,5:19-27. 
Tuesday_Ezra 6:16-22. 
Wed-nesday-Amos 6:1-1.4. 
Thursday-Col. 3:16-25. 
J:i'riday-CDI. 4: 1-6. 
Saturday-I Pet~ '3:11-25. 

I. THE INDUCTION SERVICE. 
The content of this lesso·n in Leviticus 

recOords the .jlormal induction intD the 
priestly office of Aaro.n and his ·sens. 
The service was of- a sole:mn and signi
ficant nature, pertaining particularly to 
the presentation of the offerings, and 
the duties of the ·holy place. Aaron the 
hig.h priest is the pr·o-minent person, 
therefore the information given con
cerns him, his sons being his ·assistants. 
Several things are wortby of ~ote in 
relatio·n to this event. FirSlt, it ·mea.nt 
the inception of a centmlized pIace of 
divine wOorship. Nething like the taber
nacle service had existed before, al
thoug.h sacrifices had been .offered to the 
Lord by the head of the family (Gen. 
8:20). Such offerings were nDW to be 
presented wi; a central place in the en
campment, there. to be attended tOo by 
the priest.· This implied the ins·titution 
Df an o·fficial priesthood to take charge 
of the .offerings. It meanJt also the 
establishment of 'Public religious ser
vices of a personal and national char
·acter. The ta'bernacIe with its officiat
ing priesthoed and ever-ascending altar 
smoke was henceforth befere the people, 
reminding them of the -presence ·of God, 
of their relations:liip to Him, a·nd of His 
purpose and plan concerning their re
demption. 

Aaron -and his sons wel'le divinely ap
pointed._ To have entered upon th~ 
duties apart· from such authorization 
would certainly have .meant death fDr 
them. God had chosen them and set 
them aside for the work. He 'had put 
them into their positions. Ev~n thus 
does He do in the present-day with His 
servants. He does' the calling and 
placing of them; Some al'le inclined to 
pull strings and use influence tOo secure 
certain positions, but such conduct is 
wrDng. This is one reason why pe·rsons 
are in positions for which they are net 
fitted. God has 'a position for all His 
own, and we s'hould see to it that we 
are where He desires us to be. Let us 
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not be impa-tient, but wait for His call, 
knowing that He will n9t overlook us, 
meantime la/bouring whe·re we are with 
a single eye to His glory. The position: 
of the priesthood was one of privilege 
and responsibility. 
. It may further be noted that A'aron 
and. his sons were inducted intO office 
after being instructed concerning the 
duties of the -same. To the perfo.rmance 
of thes'e duties they had been chosen, 
called, fitted, anDinted, and consecrated 
by ,God, and in His time, at His CDm
mand; and, after spending seven days 
in the sacred enclosure with Him (8:23'), 
they entered upon their duties. They 
were called to be labourers together 
with God, and careful preparatron was 
necessary for the und.erstanding ·Oof His 
purpose, and' the carrying out of His 
will. In dress, in body, in mind, and in 
spirit. the priests were prepared for 
their duties. In reference .to present
day Christian work note the necessity 
jlor preparation of life in the new.birth, 
(J'ohn ,3:7), the 'anointing of the Spirit 
for power and wisdom, (I John 2:27), 
complete consecration unto the service 
of God, (Rom. 12:1, 2), and the call ·of 
God to. the specific f-orm and place of 
service, (PrDv. 3:6; Acts 13:2). 
II. THE ORDER OF THE OFFER

INGS. 
In previDus lessons attention has been 

drawn to the '~sic place of the sin 
Dffering in the plan of God. .In this 
lesson where, the order .of the o·fferings 
is gi,ven the same is evident, Ji:kewise 
the significant p·osition Df each of the 
,other offerings. '.Dheinadequancy of these 
Dfferings may first be notked in the fact 
that notwithstanding the former pres
entation of offerings in his own behalf, 
(18:l'4) ·Aaron again ·offers 1fue same, 
(9:2). The only offering adequate tOo the 
cleansing away Df sin is that of our 
Lord. . 

The Drder of the offerings makes clear 
the way in which man may have peace 
with God, and enj'Oy fellowship with Him. 
First there was the sin offering (v. 7). 
This 'as we Ihave seen was of an expia
tory nature, prefiguring our Lord's sac
Iifice on Calva:ry for sin. It was sin 
wh,ich severed man's fellowship with 
God, and it is that which prevents -a re
sumptioon of fellowship, beside bringing 
in its train many evils, therefore dt must 
first be dealt with .before fellowship 'can 
poss.ibl;y be resumed. It is logical and 
proper then that the sin -offering should 
c·ome first. Bef·ore we can serve God or 
have' communion with Him there must 
be pe'l"sonal jlaith in 'the divine sin offer
ing (Rom. 3:24,25). Regeneration pre
cedes servIce, and apart frDm thts there 
can be no real consecration of life, or 
pe8JCe -of heart. This scriptural 'order re
quires expLanatiOon and emphasis for 
many are fi.gur"atively presenting the 
peace offering, and s·ometimes one of the 
other offerings first instead of in its 
proo,per order, seeking peace bejlore re
conciliation has been effected. It shOould 
be made clear that every blessing in time 
and eternity has its. basis in the atoning 
work of our Lord J·esus Christ and is 
alone received tm-ough faith in Him. 

Following the sin offering there came 
the burnt offering (v. 7), typical of self
dedication unto God. This, when ,offered 
'by the peo,ple, was' a vo.luntary offering, 
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gi¥en to be whoUy consumed on the altar 
(1 :3, 9), implying full consecration to 
the service of God, with nothing 'ke'pt 
back, 'the ,body itself being given ,to Him 
(I ,Co·r. 6:19, 20). Such a dedicati·on ·of 
one'·s self is the Christian's right, privi
lege, ·and duty, and being dependent upon 
the work 'Oof Christ, is acceptahle unto 
the Father. The meal ·offering is the 
neX't in ·order (v. 17), typifiying the pres
entation of one's works unto' God, for 
that which was ~resented was the resuIt 
.of on~'s lahouros, the pl"oduct of w'Oroking 
togeth·er with God. .No work is ,accept
able unto God unless' WT'OUght .by the 
Holy Spirit through thos·e who are 'o-bedi
ent unto Him. Unsaved ·persons· c'annot 
please God (ROom. 8:8), they are -at en
mity against Him (Rom. 8:7), and m'lls,t 
be reconciled -bef'o;re th·ey are able to per
form ac·ceptable works unto Him. The 
pea-ce offering is the fourth and la.st of 
the offe'l'ings mentiOoned' here (v. 18), 
speaking of peace with God, thl'lough the 
offering -of Chris,t Who is -our peace, 
(E'ph. '2:14). The feast of ;peace took 
place after the :presentation 'of the ·offer
ing (7:15), implying cOommun~on with 
God, and spiritU'al feasting ,on Christ 
(Jo'hn 6:53, 55). This offering cons,ti-' 
tuted a fi,tting end to the offerings, as 
the sin oreering wa's fittingly at the be
ginning. Peace with -all its 'acco,mpany
ing bles-sings is that which men desire, 
and is alOone found thl'lough faith. in 
Ohxist (Rom. 5:1), and ,is enj,oy;ed as an 
inward ble'ssing when the· will is surren
dered unto Him (Rom. 8:6; Gal. 5: 22). 

III. THE PRIESTLY BLESSING. 
At the conclusion of the altar Be'l'vice 

., Aaron lifted up his hand toward the 
people, and blessed them, and came down 
from offering of the sin offering and the 
burnt off.ering, and peace offerings" (v. 
22). In this manner the priestly bles·sing 
was bestowed, pronounced proba.bly in 
the words Jater ;recorded, (Num. 6:22-27). 
After this action "Mo()ses and Aal'lon went 
into the tabernacle of th~ congregation" 
(v. 23). :Pal'lt of the priestIy duty was 
lJenor,med within the tabernacle, hiddoen 
from the eyes of the peopl~ assembled 
outside, the blood of the sin oreering was 
carried within, and disposed of on tMs 
s-ide of the 'veil in the holy place, 'and on 
the day .of lIitonement carried within the 
veil and spIinkled o()n the Mercy Se,at. 
Incense was offered on the golden altar 
and duties performed telating to the 
shewbread' and ·golden candlestick; -and 
to such duties i,t is possible Aaron was 
at this time lintroduced. Weare not .in
formed how long thes·e servants 'Of God 
remained within, but eventually they 
emer·ged 'and again the people were bless
ed, "and the gl'Ory -of the Lord appeared 
unto all th'e peo,ple. And there ca.me a 
fire out from bejlo-re the Lord, and eon
sumed upon the altar the burnt o·ffering 
and the fat, which when all ,the people 
saw, they shouted, and fedl on their 
faces," (vs. 23, 34). -This man1iestation 
of God implied the divine approval ,of 
the service just completed. Typically the 
whole of this concluding pal'lt of the ser
",ice is suggestive of the LO'l'd, our Gre'at 
High Priest, blessing His own befoTe en
tering the he·avenly tabernacle (Luke 24: 
50, 51), there to engag-e in the work ·of 
inte'l"cession (Heb. 7:2'5), fl'lom tlien.ce 
emerging -to -ble'ss lIds people a second 
time (Heb. 9:28), when the glory of God 
will be .manifest unto aU (Matt. 16:27). 
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AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
WhHe in the homeland Ohristmas was 

being celebrated, the steamship "Alfred 
LewIs Jones" en route fIlom Liverpo·ol 
to Africa was nearing the ;port Where it 
was to lOBe' thr·ee .0£ its p8lSsen~ers after 
making 'a record trip. We believ.e that 
thousands 'of ,Christians dn Canada were 
lif.ting hea.rts to God in pIlayer 'On be
half ,of those three passenger.s and that 
as they neared their destination 'On 
Christmas Day, the five thousand miles 
or more, did not separate them froiIIl tilie 
thoughts .of ,th,ose in the homeland whose 
representatives they are. With what joy 
the winged message 'of the safe arriv'al 
of ,the missionary party was. r!'looived! 
Sent via the S.S. Accra,· via Mackay and 
8ayville, N.Y., dated D.ecember 26th, 
1931, 'a message in code sped through 
the aiir, or undeT the ocean, to advise 
the h.ome folk that Rev. 'and Mrs. Ed
wa.rd Hanco'X and Miss Fl.orence ,Stacey, 
had reached Gr,and Hassa. 

Ddd ,ever a code word- bear betteir tid
ings and co·nv.ey ,so much-ADB-EiIKA. 
MAC? Many ,other w.ords could .have 
been used, words Wihich would have told 
of s·afe arrivail, ;but in this word much 
is said and more than the' ·literal inter
pretation is expressed. W,e can s·ee OUT 
beloved fel1ow-labore1'lS c'are:fiully study
ing the oontractirons· 'Of the code to find 
a real messag,e .and it touches 'Our hear·ts· 
to no.te that in additi:on to the advice 
f.or which we were' looking, thiey in
clude'll New Year's 'greetings. Does at 
not speRlk V'olumes to 'be in receip,t of 
such ·a mess·age- . 

ARRIVED ALL. RFGHT .. PLEAlSANT 
PASSAGE. NOTI'FY FRIENDS. WE 
WISH YOU A.lJL A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR .. 

* *. * 
NEWS AND MORE NEWS 

F·or seV'eral weeks·, we !have longed to. 
give space to' the interestitlg reports 
which we' have la-tte'rly received from 
Liberia 'and nO'w we have decided to rgive 
this week's pages entirely to Liberian 
news and ·trust that it will' be filed ·away 
carefully for future reference. 

* * * 
.Lizards and Rats and a Number Df 

. Things. 
Reading about Li-Deria's tastes and 

habits reminds' ,one, in s'orne respects, of 
"Aliee in Wronderland" for we J,earn 
m·any things which are rather surprisdng. 

In a recent issue interesting darna from 
one of Mr. Mellish's letters was given 
and, ·as pr.o:misoed, we continue the re
port: 

"Ther.e are plenty of liz·ards' about and 
the children -like to. catch these 'and: ea.t 
them ,as meat ,and' the rats ·share the' 
. same fate," s'ays Mr. MeHis'll and ,then 
gloes o.n to tell how plentiful the mts a;re 
and .of how they take ',po'ssess"ion of the 
-boous,a 'and are .often to be hea.rd up in 
the r,afte.rs. After ,the rats, we are in
tr.oduced to' crocodiles, but these, we' 'are 
told, do. not thriv.e in Liber.ia ·and are 
nrot the menace whiClb. they ·are in other 
parts of Africa. 

Aw Dennay. 
Ever-y thing that tastes sweet to the 

Li·beT·ian tongue is "aw deIllIl;ay". 'and 
good to eat w:hether it be in the shape 
of an insect or not. The ri-ce, "however, 
which is the main item of diet, must be 
clean and fresih. It would a.ppear thBJt 
its prepa.ratiO'n is much the s'ame in 
Li.be'ria as in ·other. ·parts of the ,tropoics 
and tliat when meat is available it is 
cooked with the rice in 80maU quantitie's'. 
At the Mis'sIon where Mr. and Mrs. M'el
lish labor, it has been ,pos.sible during 
·the past few weeks to altemate the chil
dren's meals gdving rice at one meal 
·and cass·ava the next. Until the cas,sav'a 
planted by the mis'S'ionarie's is ripe, they 
p,urchase their supply with salt and the 
missionaries aIle the dispensers 'Of salt 
for the whole distdct. What 'an illustra
tion that is! Let us remember that our 
Lord s·aid, "Ye are the salt 'Of the earth". 

In Liberia, it is necessary that the 
salt bRIgs be kept constantly above an. 
·open fir-e to keep i·t dry, f,or if the s·alt 
lose its ,savor it must 'be ca'st out. How 
rich the illustr,ation from the· Wm·d be
,c'omes as we picture ,th'e longings of 
these natives :fior the necessity whioh 
only the mis'sionaries can supply . 

Wild FlDwers and Butterflies 
There are comparatively few flOoweIls 

in Liberia and those that our mission
ari-es have no,ted are nO't unlike some' of 
the 'flowers we have here in Canada. 

It would appear also that there Bir'e 
but few butterflies and some of these 
are verry small, but one Iarg,e 'One has 
be·en seen which is very lov,ely. It is 'a 
swallow tail and da:r:k bIile' in c·olor. 

And while un the suibject of .beautiful 
things, it might ;be weH to report the 
pIlOgresS that is being made in the 
chicken raising ·Mne, for those chickens 
are to the .mis,sionaries very ,g,ood'to IO()oOk 
upon. There are now some fifty-two 
birds in the flock, five Oof which have been 
tenderly 'raised by Mr. 'and Mr.s. MeHish. 
Rest, Recreation and Holiday as Indulged 

In, in Liberia. 
Miss Lane gives a vivid dascmptiio.n of 

the 'holiday visit made by Mr. and Mrs. 
DaV'ey "and heTself ,to Mr. and Mrs. Mel
lish's StBJtion! 

After a long pel"iod of wOIlk at the 
New Ces's Station, it was .Rlgreed that 
all needed a holid'ay and a letter received 
from Mr. and Mrs. Mellish; which carried 
a hint .of loneliness, decided the matter. 
FIIom Miss Lane's letter we have the 
following account: 

"We had .been pIanning a cou,ple of 
da'ys at ~ beach bee'ause' Mrs. Davey 
felt that we could not ,go un longer with
·out 'a U.ttle change. We had not been 
. away £r·om the statiOon for m.onths and 
were' all tired ,Gut. (I reaHy :did not 
know just 'ho.w tired I was until we were 
on the path.) A ·letter from the MeI
lishes, 'however, changed our plans. We 
felt that "they needed encouragement and 
Mrs. Davey asked me if I wO'uld ,be will
ing .to ma~e the ,hike. I was ready and 
then the children were asked oif they 
wanted' to 'g·o' ·and carry small loa:ds. 

Everyone was quite J."Elady and we took 
themal1 eX!cept the wee ones. Plans 
were hastily made and s·oon we were 'On 
our way. 

"At the bO'ttom o()f our own .hm we en
counte'red our first difficulty. We had 
three men alO'ng rto !help Mrs'. DaV'ey ,and 
me through ·the waters ,and we were 
supposed to 'sit upon their slhroulders 'a's 
they waded thro.ugh. 

"Mrs. Davey ·said, 'W'ell, there is no 
other 'Way' and mounted, ·but iI wd·sh you 
could haV'e seen me. I W8lS' helped ·up 
but I could no.t go and yelled until they 
let 'me down agai·n, 'but finally I g,ot 
a'cr,os's. I wish you could .picture the 
bridges .. and rOoads las we went alO'ng the 
narrow paths. We were ,soon pretty wet 
for we had to Cl'lOSS bridges made of 
one ·tree trunk and if ,th,e tIlunk was sub
mer,ged o,r far fr.om the shore, you can 
imagine ho.w we ma.naged it, som'et1mes 
we wa.lked over s,ideways holding ,on to 
the arm ·of our native man for dear life 
and again we would cr.oss bridges made 
of logs ,side by sdde and they would r.on 
from und·er ·our feet. Once we came to 
a place where a crooked log 'atf'air 
str,etched over twO' ·rivers befl();re ,safety 
was oreached. W,e cIlo'ssed ·that in fear 
and trembling and another one we crOossed 
in a canoe, .one by ,O'ne, for the sides were 
bI'lOken and th·e :water rushed in. The 
man who too.k us ·over pul1ed himself 
dong by a rope whdch was stretched. 
from one shore to the :other and each 
'one ,O'f us In .tUrn lau'ghed at the other's 
discomfiture as ,the river was crossoed." 

"Once we ·cRlme to a brO'ken down !raft. 
On this a man sto'od wihile another in 
the water pushed it along when it had 
passen~e'rs. He pushed it to a certadn 
pI-ace and then :gave one g,ood push which 
sent it the rest .of the way. When the 
passengers ihad ·been deposited un the 
one side, it would then be pulled bacit 
across the water 'by a rope attached to 
one corner of it." 

. Introducing Captain Davey. 
T·he abo.V'e seemed to ,be a fine arralll!ge

ment, but alas,. Miss LBJne tells us that 
on the wary horme there was· nO' mran 
therre and, Mr. Davey with great po.mp 
s·aid, "Let ·me be this steamoer's c'ap
tain". He was 'allo.wed, :and the raft was 
pulled 'acro.ss in real profes'8oional style, 
but before Miss Lane was on pIloperly, he 
started, .. so anxi,ous !Was he to' show his 
a'bility, and sad to reLate', she ,almo·s.t fell 
in, and then, when they were half way 
over, the 'goo.d ship, under the dIrection 
of ·Captadn Davey, ·hit a ,stumrp and a·ga:in 
the missio.nary Wias almost pitched O'tf. 
Miss. Lane tells U!3 rtq'at it was 'all .gre'at 
fun and that they lau~hed heartily . 
W'ha t queer people are missionaries. 

AnDther River to' Cross. 
".once we came to, a Wide river with 

mO'ssy, sl~ppery ·tree trunks ·sunken dn 
the ,bOoggy ,earth and there was but an' 
old ]:o.o'se rope to ,grasp. If you dependeil 
,on the rope, you would go into the watery 
depths 'at ·once and 'BIS we could not see 
the :boI;tom, we consented to. 'be carried 
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over. T,he're was not ·500 much a·s a part 
of 'a can·oe or rait and a mis~tep would 
Rave been 'a dis·aster. Mr. D.avey com~ 
manded, "'o,ff with shoes and s.tockings 
and in we go". Mr. Davey led, but w:hen 
he g·ot .so far :he could go no fux:t>her 
and he told us we d~re not follow. Then 
we saw another place' full of broken 
twigs 'lIlIld lQg,8 and although warned 

. that 'We could not cross there, we tried 
i,t--a lIDi!!si-onwry ihas many experiences. 
Half way acros·s we had to step -on other 
logs and it ;seemed -like a never ending 
j,ourney to erO'S8 ·that river, out we made 
it. . 

"On the homeward journey, we· came 
to a place where we had to climb away 
up arnd cross ·a single tree i'l'unk which 
gxadual1y sIoiped down to the water. 
After' 'S'uch experiences and the many 
soakings we ,got, we found it easier to 
wade through and did not let the men 
canry. us. Once we 'had to cross a rush·· 
ing water fall with a solid rock bottom. 
We ,held hands a;nd cros's,ed but our poor 
dogs ,got washed into the falls three 
~imes bef.ore they ,got to safety. 

"The ,big rive!!." we crossed on a raft 
whIch had to take Its ·pa'sse'l1g.cl'S away 
up along the 'sh'ore side.' It was puHed 
dong by 'ove'rh:allJging ,trees until the 
current carried it down the stre·a.m agalin 
t.o the la.nding· p18lce, from there the· 
men paddled hard to bring it across to 
the other side. Once there we had to 
climb upa 'high waH 'by means of r·oo,ts 
of trees and on the re·turn journey we 
had to deS!cend at thios point. It seemed 
like sitting on tl:J.e edge -of' 'a precipice 
and then jumping into. It. 

By way of a change, the Drivers. 

Afte~ the !river experiences and when 
one's feet are so-re ·and the Hmbs are s·o 
stiff and .tired that it 'Would seem im
'ipossible to' drag ,along much fUrther, that 
is just a:hout the time that a band of 
Driver Ants is· met. with. They refuse 
to leave ,the path and df they are to be 
passed thil'O'ugh, well, tiried feet must be 
forg.otten and .you must run and jump 
at' a great rate if you are not to become 
a victim. At'one point Mr.s. Davey s'a,jd, 
",I jus,t can't ru·n tbjrough :bhem _any 
more", but there are few things that can 
;rive such impetUs 'as Driver Ants and 
we are of the ()Ipini'cm that Mrs. Davey's 
wearinC's's' 'Would ,give w.a;y if they arrived. 

Mealtime on Trek. 

Miss 'Lane tells 'us that when meal 
time comes, you g·o to the nahve town, 
.put YO'l,lr chairs and table up and get 
your meal ready-all the, town pelople 
looking on. They crowd around and 
make thlngs generally difficuIt. At sup-

THE GOSP,EL WITNESS 

per time you wash yo,im- fac~ 'and hands, New Oees Missi,on. 'Dhds is made from 
h'ave ·a 'cuP ill tea and teII the people .the second tree cut and is forlty-seven 
t!hiat you want a house .to' sle,ep !in. The feet higlh-the fi·rs,t tree was too !heavy 
pLarce Miss Lane had was a native hut and it was fo-~nd Ito', have branches inter
just big enoug:h to- acco-mmodate her twd·ried at the top and would no-t come 
camp ted and sh.e did riot sleep well fO'r down. One hoy OVCTeame the ddfficuIty 
there were &0 many ·noise·s ·a.nd s'o little by going up with a cutlas·s . on bis 
fresh air. shoulder. He put his head on :Lts side 

Early to Rise • 

Thre'c-thirty in the m'orning was 
breakfast time and the 'Party was wen 
·O'n its way .by day~break. Fl"om the 
New Ce'ss Station the new St8ltiO'n is two 
d'ays of hiking over rough, s,tony, hilly 
and wet pathways, but "we qui.te enj"o'Y'ed 
it all," say'S Miss Lane. -

The Welcome Station. 

As .repoll'ted fr·om Mrs. Davey's letter, 
the' p·arty fr·om New, Gess reached Mr. 
and Mrs. Menis'h's StatiO'n on Tuesday 
even~ng and they 'sltayed with them until 
the following ¥onday .. It was a great 
experience for 'all 'lIlIld foUowdng the ex
amdonation ·of those whO' had applied foOl' 

to hold it there and cHmbed the tree 
neX!t to the one wihich had been cut. He 
went I\lIp morty-five feet Wli,thout ,a branch 
to help !ham and just managed it Uke 
a monkey. When he reached the tO'P, 
he walked the smaIl br'lIlIlches fl"olID ,one 
tree to lanOlther and cut them loose. The 
tree finaHy feU and he came down in 
s·af:ty. 

Mr. Mel.Jish tells us that the ,fl8lg-pole 
is presented by Itheir station to the New 
Cess Station and' that the New' Ces·s 
Station is presenting the inland ,sta,ti·o-n 
with a flag. 

* * 
FOR THE NEW YEAR 

baptism, a ~ervice was ·held on Novembet:, Wh'81t doth .the Lord require of us'? 
1,st, when tw.O' converts -of the new Mis- "Speak unto the children 'of IS'l'a.e1, that 
sion 'Station in the Gear Bar Zonda Dis- they 'go fO'l'ward." Exodus. 14:15. 
tr·i·ct were buried w.ith Christ in bap
tism. .others a,re kept a little -l-onger, 
s·ome of whom the miStsdo-naries are sure 
.have been born ·again, ,but who- because 
O'f leglal ellltanglements due .to the cus
toms of the Iand, must wait awhlle. 

* * * 
. Surely, as we read thi·s stOlI'y of OIUll' 

missionlaries' trip, we enter a little more' 
definitely! into :oheir Life in that counltry 
whic·h d·emands 'so muoh of the lIDIessen
·gers. Are we remembering fl101ID day 
. to day that the cHmwte of Liberia con
.tinually saps the strength and 1-S at all 
times like untO' o-ne ·of our summer days 
wIh·en the humidity m~es the least effort 
.almost ,unbearable and the weight of a 
,gras'sihopper be.comes a burden. W·ith 
this in mind, think -of thos·e· who have 
'gone forward to· la;bor' in our place and 
ste'ad land uphO'ld them in ,prayer. ' 

* * * 
CUTTING A FLAG POLE 

Oro,mh, W!i.th the exceptli/on o-f the 
vines, seems to ,be s-low in Liberia in 
sp·ite -of the tropical ,cli-mate 'and there ap
pears to b!,! no off season. Mil". Me'Hish 
teUs us that the old lea¥es seem ;to, fall 
.o-ff while th.e new .ones ·are· coming on. 
On s·ome trees, -how·ever, it ,is· qui,te ·often 
noticea;ble thfat the leaves fall off the 
lower bran~hes and in 'the wO'ods one 
win 'see a tree upon wMch not a leaf 
or bran-ch appears until it reaches forty
five 'or fifty feet in the .air. A fia'g-po,le 
ha;s· 'been cut which will" 'be ra.ised at the 

"F·orward·! Be our watchword, 
Steps and v,ooces j·O'ined; 
Seek the thing oS' bef·ore us, 
Not a Look behlnd: 
Burns the' fiery pHolar 
At our al1my's head; 
Who shall dream of slhrinkling, 
By our Captain led?" 

Forwa'l'd! F,lock of Je's'lll\!, 
. SaI.t of all the eaI"th;' . 

Till each yearning purp'ose 
Spring to glorious .birth; 
Sick, they ·ask :flor heaMng, 
B1ind they gro,pe for day; 
Pour. upon the nations 
W"isdom's lovi,ng ray. 

Gl,ories upon g,IO'ries' 
Hath our God prep'ared, 
By the souls that Love Him 
One d,a'Y to 'be shared 
Eye· tbath. not beheld them; 
Ear hath never 'heard'; 
Nor of thes'e' hath utte·red 
Thought or speech OIl" word. 

Far o'er yon !horIzon 
Rise the city towers, 
Where our 'God ,atbid-eth; 
That f'air home is ours! 

. . 

Flash the streets· .with jasper, 
Shin:e the gate's with g.old -
F1O'ws the ,gladdening river, 
Shedding joys untold:'" 
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Three Suggestions 
GIVE TO TORONTO BAPTIST SEMINARY 

where young me~ and women are being trained for Missionary and 

Ministerial Service at home and abroad by instructors ·who believe 

the Bible to be the inspired and in.fallibl~ word of God. 

GIVE TO uTHE GOSPEL WITNESS" FUND 

and enable us to continue to send it to hundreds of Missionaries and 

Ministers who cannot afford to pay for It. 

SUBSCRIBE FOR ~~THE GOSPEL WITNESS" 

for some of your friends. One gendeman in Australia sent us a 

cheque for $200.00 and 73 names to . whom he desired to have the 

paper sent. 

JOIN uTHE GOSPEL WITNESS" FAMILY TO-DAY 
To uThe Gospel Witness," 1'30 Gerrard St. E., Toronto 2. 

Please find enclosed the sum of two dollars, for which send me' "The Gospel Witness" for one year 

and (cross out one of the following-named books by Dr. Shields, leaving the one preferred), "The Most 

Famous Trial of History" (sermons on the Trial of Christ); "Christ in the Old Testament" (Thursday 

evening Bible lectures from Genesis to Ruth). 

NAME (Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.) ............................................................ : .................... . 

Address ....................................................................................... : .. .. 
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Anyone of the above-mentioned books without the paper, fifty cents per volume. 
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