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A Going Concern 
In respect to the enterpri~es in which the Editor of this 

paper bears considerable responsibility THE GOSPEL 
WITNESS has been silent for a good· many weeks. Among 
our readers there are many who have taken Toronto Bap
tist Seminary to their hearts, and are naturally anxious to 
hear something about it. 

Beyond.all question, in the judgment of every instructor 
and every student, from the establishment of the insti
tutiolJ, we have never had such a happy fellowship as the 
whole Seminary family are now enjoying. To be among 
these young men and women is'really a great privilege. 
We are sure the average mental strength of the student 
body is as high, if not higher than ever before. We have 
every good reason to believe that",the entire company re
joice in the things of God, and are growing up into. Christ. 

Every member of the Faculty is. full of enthusiasm for 
the work. It is the privilege 'of 'the President to ·have a 
'!arger part in the actual work of the Seminary than 'before, 
taking three lectures regularly each week; and we are 
happy to say that of all the work that comes to our hand 
there is nothing we enjoy more. . 

. The Seminary has already .eight graduates on the for
eign field, and two more are en route as we write. Miss 
.Millicent Maynard, who has had six and a half years' ex
perienc;e as a missionary i~ Braz:il; qas attended th~ Sem
inary while home on furlough. Miss Maynard will re
turn to lier field. of labour either ·at the end of the year or 
early in the New Year. We believe the Seminary is really 
a great mis'sionary en.terprise, and it is· the' only' Baptist 
educational institutio,n in Ontar·io and Quebec that is train
ing men to preach .and· practise the principles for which 
Baptists have always stood. 'McMaster University is'ever 
drifting farther and farther away from the truth. . 

At the time the Seminary was founded we were una-ble 
to see into the future, but we can now see that the hand 
of God was in it. We are especially fortunate.in having, 
as members of ~he Faculty, persons who know the cir- . 
cumstances which brought the Seminary into existence. 
Furthermore, they are all young people.· An educational 
institution does not consist in ·.buildings,. but in its Faculty, . 
and we now have a company of men and women who seem 
to have been foreordained to work together. The Faculty 
was never so well balanced, nor. so strong as it is to-day. 

We have no compromisers, and no unbalanced emotional
ists, but a company of convinced .believers, souml and sane, 
character!zed by a spiritual. intelligence, and an intelligent 
spirituality which, in these days of religious fanaticism on 
the one hand, and compromise on the other, are all too 
rare. 

We are grateful to all the friends of the Seminary who 
have helped us in the past. It has been a work of faith 
.from "the beginning. We had no money t9 begin with
we have. no money now. But hitherto the Lord has grac
iously supplied our need. 

How we wish all our friends could drop in to the chapel 
service, which is held every.morning at ten-thirty!. There 
is nothing formal or stiff about it, but a hearty genuine 
devotional service. When any of our Seminary friends 
are in Toronto, we should he most happy to have' them 
attend the chapel service which is held from ten-thirty to 
eleven in the parlor of Jarvis Street Church. 

A ·New Venture. 
Our readers will be interested in hearing of one new 

venture which 'is scarcely two' weeks old. The Seminary' 
has no dormitory, and hitherto has had no dining-room. 
The students live in rooming-llouses. A few of them get 
board also where they room, but ~st of them have beer.. 
doing their own housekeeping. We have' feared for their 
.health. on this account, partly because we feared some of 
. them 'had not the necessary funds to -provide themselves' 
with proper food; and further, even if they had, would not 
be· likely -to take the time necessary· to prepare proper 
meals. 

We began last week, however, -having them altogether 
at ·one·o'Clock: A fine, fuU, nourishing, meal is served at 
that hour. The young ladies' who are free from class 
wor~ from twelve to one assist in spreading the table, and 
following the meal the dishes are washed by some of the 
students, arid others are engaged in preparing the vege
ta-hles for the nbxt day. 'Two.splendid people, members 
of Jarvis Street Church, Mr. and Mrs. Cullington, have 
charge of the work of getting the meals, and another of 
our"J arvis Street members, 'Miss" Mildr~' Brownlow, does 
all the purchasing. Some of. ~~~ students are able to pay 
for their meals, some are able to pay only a little. The 
rest of us, who occasionally eat at restaurants, now eat 
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with the students, and put what we were charged into a 
box. In this way the cost of the meal is reduced to a 
minimum. ' :. !'., ' 

Many friends have sent in vegetables: potatoes, car
rots, parsnips, turnips, and other things. This is to ad
vise 'our friend~ that the dilning-room is now in very truth 
a going concern, and we shall be grateful for aU the sup
plies friends of the Seminary can send in. 

It may be there are churches that would like to send 
the Seminary a shower of pickles or fruit. Of course, 
not literally, but bottles of pickles and fruit, and anything 
that can be used to make a company of hungry young 
people. happy will be gratefully received. Some churches 
have already given the Seminary showers, and to these we 
express our warmest thanks. 

N otwi-thstanding the foregoing, we would have our 
friends remember that there are some things which have 
to be :bought with money. Some friends have ,been very 
generous in this matter, and have sent us donations of 
money. One Jarvis Street member sent us a cheque for 
nearly $300,00, saying in effect, Use this for the students 
in whatever way you think it will serve them best. 

In sending contributions, please specify, whether they 
are designed for the dining-room fund or for general ex
pense, Of cours!!, over and above the cost of the dining. 
room, we need, during the e\ght months of the Seminary 
year, an average of $'1,500.00 per month for operating 
expense .. 
. .In order to ~orrect some false reports, we should like 
to state that the President of the Seminary receives for 
his work of administration and teaching in the Seminary 
exactly the same salary as he receives for editing THE 
GoSrEL WITNESS. The amount may ,be best represented 
as being a cipher with the rim rubbed off. 

Please send in a contribution of money or food; and 
make us all still happier. 

Date 
Jan. 

WHOLE BIBLE LESSONS • • 1932 
Lesson Golden Text 

3 The Law of the Offerings Lev. 6, 7 Reb. 7:25 
10 ICoDsecratiQn for Service .... Lev. 8, Deut. 24 Heb. 7:26 
17 Ministration in Service .....• Lev. 9, Deu't. 25 Reb. 9:11-12 
24 Presumption in 'Service .... Lev. 10 Reb. 7:.15-.16 
31 The ,F,ood for His -Servants Lev. 11, 12 Jno. 3:6 

Feb. - . 
7 Leprosy, a Type of Sin .... Lev. 1-3, 14 

14 The Day of Atonement .... Lev. 15, 1,6 
21 The Place .of'Sacrifice ........ Lev. 17, 18, 
28 T·he Walk of the Believer .... Lev. 19, 21, 

Deut. 22, 23 
Mar. 

ROOD. 6:12-14 
Reb. 9:15 
Reb. 9:22 

Eph. 4:1-3 

6 The Separation Qf the Be-
liever .................................. ·Lev. 22, Deut. 7 II Cor. 6:.14 

13 The Feasts Qf JehlOvah •....• Lev. 23, 
. . Deut. 16, 17, 26. I,Oor. 5:7 

20 The Darkines'S Before 1lhe 
Daw:ri ............... : .................. Lev. 24 JnlO. 1:4, 5 

27 'Dhe Sabb8ltic Year .............. ·Lev. 25, iDent. 1'5 Deut. 5:15 
April 

3 The Condition of Blessing .. Lev. 26, 
, Deut. 12, 28 .Lev. 26:5 

10 T,he Vow ................................ Lev. 27, Deut. 104-Lev. 23:21 
17 Israel is Mustered by Moses Nuro. 1, 2 Col. 2:05 
24 Israel in the Wilderness .•.• Num. 3, 4 I Oar. 14:40 • 

May 
. 1 The Secret of Spiritual 

Stren~ ............................ Num. 5, 8 
8 The ,ChrIstian's Oompass ...• Num. 9 

. 1,5 T'he Silver Trumpets ••....••.• Num. 10 
2J2 The Flesh-pOIts of Egypt •..• Num. 11 
29 The Murmuring of iMirilllD1 Num. 12. 

. 'Deut. 18 

I Peter 2:9,10 
I Cor. 6:8 

Num. 10:35, 36 
Num. 11:17 

N-um. 12:8 

June , 
Date Lesson Golden Text 

5 Israel at Kadesh-Barnea .•.• N"pm. 13, 14 
Deut. 1 I Cor. 10:6 

12 What Ithe Law Is ................ Num. 15 
Deut. 2, 6 Rom. 3,:22, 23 

19 The Gainsaying Qf Koraih .~ Num. 16, 
. Dent. 8-11 Jude 11 

26 A.ar>on's Rod that Budded .. Nu:m. 17, 18 
Dent. 1-3 Num. 18:20 

July 
3 The Red Reifer ........ : .......... : Num. 19 Reb. 9:13, 14 

10 The Sin (.If Moses ....•.•....••.•• Num. 20, . 
Deut. 20-21 -Reb. 9 :26 

17 The Brazen Serpent ............. Num. 21, 
. Deut.24 JnQ.3:14 

214 ,Balaam, the' Hireling 
,Preacher ............................ Num. 22, 23, 

Dent. 25, 26 IiI Peter 2:15-16 
31 The P·rophecy of B-alaam .... Num. 24, 25, 

Deut. 29, 30. Deut. 30:3 
Aug. 

7 The Appointment of Joshua Num. 26,27 Nu.m. 27:16,17 
14 The Offering IOf Sweet ' 

,savor .................................. Num. 28, 29 Ps. 51:16,17 
21 The Vow and t'he Vengeance Num. 30, 31 Eecl. 5:4 
28 The 'Ohoice of Camel 

ChrilSltialllS ........................ Num. 32, 34, 
Deut. 32-34, Num. 32:6, 7 

Sept. 
4 The Cities of Refuge ........ Num. 35, 36, 

, Deut.19 
U Joshua, the New Leader •.•• Joslh.1, 

Dent. 31 
18 Ra:hab and the ,Spies .......... Josh. 2 
2'5 J·oshua ,Crossing the Jordan Joshua 3 

Oct. 
2 Joshua's Two ,Memorials .... Joshua 4 
9 Joshua"s Captain ........... ~.... Joshua 5 

1'6 .Joshua's Victory 'at Jericho Joshua 6 
23 J.oshua's Defeat .................... Joshua 7 
30 J·oshua's Conquest at' .Ai .... JlOShua 8 

NlOv. 
6 Josihua and ,the Gibeonites Joshua 9, 10 

13 The Success and: Failure of 
Israel .................................. Joshua 11, 13, 

. Deut.27 
20 J,osh;ua A-llots the Inheri-

tance .................................... J<lsih.ua 14-19 
27 The Priestly Inheritance of 

Joshua ................................ Joshua 20, 21 
Dee. . 

4 The Altar of Reuben and 
Gad .................................... J,oshu'a 22 

11 Jl()lhua's Testimony ................ J"1O!VIua 23 
18 Joshua's Death .................... J'oshua 24 
25 The Birth of Christ ............ Luke 2 

Deut.33:27 

Josh. 1:9 
E:x;odus 12:13 

J'osh. 3:13' 

Josh. 4:24 
Reb. 2:10 

I Oar. 1:18 
Rom. 6:23 
Phil. 4:13 

Josh. 10:25 

Josh. 13':33 

J.osh. 18:3 

Josh. 21:43 

Josh. 22:29 
Josh'. 23:14 
Josh. 24:1-5 

Luke 2:11 

TRE WEEK; END IN JARVIS STREET 
Sunday was a good day in .Tarvis .street. The morning was 

dark with a light snow fall, and that reduced the attendance 
at the S~h-ool considerably; it was only 1,Osq. Three re
sponded to the invitation at the close of the morning service. 
In the evening the sermon appearing in this Issue was, 
preached, and there was a great attendance at the monthly 
Communion Service folI-owing. The Pastor baptized six caruJi
dates, .and at the Communion Service gave the hand of fel
lowship to twenty new members, seventeen of whom had 
been baptized during the month. 

AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
Give your .friends fifty-two visits of THE GOSPEL 

WIT~ESS for a Christmas present. Send us two 
dollars -for ~ach SUbscription, and we will send a 
Christmas card to each person for whom you sub
scribe, informing them that THE GOSPEL WIT
NESS is being sent to them for a year with the com
'pliments Qf. a friend; and we will mention your name, 
or withhold it, as you desire. Send your' order at once 

-f 
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. JI~lJt-larbis ~trtd 'ulpit 
PUTTING ON CHR~ST. 

A Sermon by ·the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Preached in Jatvis Street Baptist Church; Toronto, Sunday Evening, Decem;ber 6~h, '1931. 

(Stenographically ~eported.) 

"For as many· of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ."~alatians 3:27. 

Prayer before the Sermon. 
We draw near to Thee, 0 Lord, this evening with a desire 

in ouz: hearts t!' wo~ship ~ward Thy .holy te~ple,. even to 
WO~hlP Thee ln '.Dhy glOrIOUS s·anctuary whlch IS Jesus 
'9hnst .. the Lord.. Through the rent veil of ilis l1esh we come 
mto the presence of the Holy One. 

We humbly. blJW bef~re the mercy~eat. ~e acknlJWledge 
that we are Included In the all who ·have· SInned 'and come 
short ~f Th:y glory, and that we are all dependent upon Thy 
sovereIgn .mercy. 

yv e than~ Thee ... th!j1J; Thou hast given to Thy .church the 
·pr.Iceless .gIft Oof .the 'abiding presence of the Comifo,rter. 
Thou didst say, If I depart I wHl ·s'end Him unto you. And 
:w:hen Thou :hadst received .the pr.omise of the Father, Th()IU 
d'ldst shed forth that which inspired: men with wonda- and 
led them to ·worship, We' plead this- eveni~ for an e~eri
·ence of His gracious ;ministry. We 'confess tha.t we cannot 
even pray of ourselves: only ,as' the heavenly fire kindies 
-the .incense can our praYer.s ascend to heaven; only the prayer 
"that comes down from. heaven can ascend to heaven. There-

. fore we pra:r :that Thou w~lt gmciously help us this evening, 
·that .T·hy Splnt may 'Work In the heart ·of· every believer h~, 
ma.k:mg us. to know that we az:-e not alone. Thou didst say, 
1. 'W11I not leave you o·r;phans: I win come' to you. We be>
.heve th.at Thou hast c·oine'to IUS. l!OOW ·many foretastes of 
"the ~ehghts of heave'll .. have 'We eDJoyed as we have been 
·conSCI()IUS of the goings of. God upon ou~ own spirits of the 
enIi!rhtening, illuminating, ministry of the Holy' Ghost! 
Venly T·hou .hast revealed to Thy people that 'which eye' hath 
not seen, nor ear heard. . . '. 

We thank Thee that Thou' hast brought us out Oof the 
.darknes:s into .th~ IJght, that we ·are nOo longer -living in the 
:far country, 'but lD the Father's house, heirs of all its £ulness 
~nd daily exPeriencing- its deIi~htful companioJlSlhips. W~ 
thank Thee that· Thou hast saved 'US'. There is no worthiness 
in us. We have done nothing bu.~ sin against Thee. Yet 
'Thou hast in T~y mercy forgiven us. And whatever of good 
there· may be In us, or may !be accomplished by ·us, it has 
·come from Thee. It is Thy wor.k, and Thy doing; not our.s. 

We thank Thee for Thy holy iBook. How full of wisdoon 
1t is'! Herein :rhou- hast revealed for the i~truct.i.on of Thy 
people Thy wIll and Thy pu;r:p·ose respectlDg thmgs whioh 
must come to pas:s. 'Oh tha.t i·t may ever be ·our .ColllnseI.lor 
that ·we may walk in its Ught, and deli~ht in its directmg 
"power! '. 

.It may be there aTe .some here this evening who are still 
-wIthout the folCl, who have never yet come to the merey-seat, 
who havene"!er heard the voice of God. speaking in their 
heaJrls, speakIng words of pardon and of ,peace. 'We be
-seech Thee, ~ord, to spe~k to such this evening, and' ~ead 
"the!J!l out. of rt1ie darkness JDto the li~ht. Cause them to say, 
] 'WIll arIse and go unto my F'ather. M·ay the lost sheep be 
laid ~pon the S'houlders' -of the divine Pastor, and !brouglht 
safely home, amid t~e rejoicing Oof men .and of ·a~ls. 

It. may .. be, 0 LOM, t~ere ~e some who, in theIr hearts, 
nave receIved Jesus. LIke NIcodemus, they have coone to 
T·hee at nigh~; like. J·oseph of Arlmathea, they are disciples 
of Jesus, lOVIng HmI pl'ofoundly", and yet secretly for fear 
of those w:h~ are aJbou.t them, ~ for fear of the consequences 
of a bold' and courageo-us' testimOony. We tbeseech Thee to 
lead any such to .a'bold avowal of their faith in Christ. 

It may be there are some in speCial need: of cowort ,this 
·eyening, who need the reassurance' of Th·y word. How Thou 
dldst come to Abraham speBiking Thy promises', again and 
~gain, ever confirming h~s faith! We thank Tohee, Th.ou 
great Teacher, ,that Thou dost 'have compassion upon us 
and th'!-t T·hou d·ost speak to us often. Thou ddst- ' 

"Tell us ·the story Ooften, for we forget so soon, 
The e&l'ly dew ·of morning is ~assed away a~ noon." 

If any have coone into this ;pJ.ace deP1"~sed in spirit, their 
souls disquieted 'Within .them, lift UJIion them, we pray Thee, 
the light of Thy countenance this 'eve'ning, and give them 
peace. . 

We thank .'.Dhee for the privilege 'Which is :to be oun 
to-night as we gather about the Table ·of the Lord to remem
.ber in the way of Thine appointment the infinite sacrifice 
He made in our behalf. Thou Lover of our souls, be mani
festly present with us. Help us to enter s!piri~Uy .into 
t1i~ significance. of the 'service, and, in remembering Thee, 
really Iby faith to eat the ·flesh of the Son. of God, and to 
<J.rinik His 'blood, and thus' have His life in us. '. 

Take this service und~ Thy direction, Thou ·present and 
regn'ant Spirit ·of the living God; and' direcj; Oour th'Ought, and 
enel'gize our ·wills in such ·a way that thi.s service shall be 
edifying to 'Thy people, and that it may be the means of 
salvation to any who are stiH wi.th-out the fold. Hear us, 
we ·pray '.Dhee, .for the s'a:ke of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

We hear frequently of people's receiving Christ, ac
cept~ng Him, surrendering to Him,' following Him; but 
our text this evening speaks of putting Him on. What 
is the significance of that phrase? It is associated with 
the ordinance you have already witnessed this evening. 
We are told that by yielding obedience to that. ordinance, 
and in the act of doing so, we "put on Christ". 

I. 
Obviously, :the text requires EXPOSITION, before its 

application. A ministry extending now over a n.umber of 
years has taught me that it is not wise too generally to 
assume that people understand even the most elementary 
th'ings of the Christian religion. I hea:rd one speak last 
week lof what was involved in knowing the Lord, and 
a:biding in Him. 1£ what was said had been said by an 
African chief, by someone who vaguely and unintelli
gently worshipped some great Spirit living remotely from 
him, I should not have been surprised. But to hear what 
I heard from the lips of a Christian minister, without 
even the remotest allusion to the Lord Jesus Christ, was, 
to say the least, astonishing. It would seem that in a 
Christian city like this it is 'necessary to teach people the 
v.ery alphabet of the Christian religion. 
, Perhaps there aTe few doctrines of the Word that have 
been more grossly exag~erated, mi~under!ltood, misrep
resented, than the doctnne of baptism .. I have on my 
shelves a little book, brought me by some Christian· 
friend, written by a Roman Catholic for Roman Cath
olics. It all relates to baptism, and is the most terrible 
the most horrible, the most grotesque, misrepresentatio~ 
of a Scripture truth that I have ever read~ It contains 
instuction to nurses and doctors-let me not .shock you, 
but merely say that, under the authority of the church . 
~n special circumstances, even these might administe; 
baptism in order that an unconscious infant, in some 
cases, unborn, should not be for ever consigned to per
dition! 
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Nor is the error wholly with Roman Catholics. The 
. great body of Christendom has perverted the doctrine of 
baptism. Nothing could possibly lie plainer than the 
teaching of Scripture in this matter;,:arid yet· the great 
mass of people who call themselves Christian are a million 
leagues from the simple biblical truth respecting baptism. 

Surely I need not tell. you that for the practice ·of in
fant baptism there is absolutely no scripturoJ ·warrant. 
Infant baptism is a man-made ordinance. It never came 
from God. It was devised because man had misunder
stood the purpose qf baptism.· If I believed baptism 
would save little children, or that the salvation of littl~l 
children were in any sense dependent upon baptism, if J't 
believed that it were necessary to salvation, I think I· 
should go out from door to door to enquire if there were 
any unbaptized children in the home, and ask for ·the 
privilege of baptizing them. But what a horrible mis
representation, what a libel upon G6d,-the idea that the 
salvation of the soul of an irresponsible child should ever 
be conditioned upon a merely external ceremony I The 
sins of all of Adam born were covered by the death of 
Christ. ·"For God sent not his son into .the world to con
demn the world, hut· that the ·world through Him might 
be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: . 
but he that believeth ·not ·is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the. name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And this· ·is' the condemnation; that light 
is come into the. world, and men loved darkness rather 
.than light, because their deeds wer~· evil." 

We may leave the children in the hands of God. It 
was because men erroneously supposed that baptism was 
essential t9 the salvation of the soul, they naturally came 
to apply it to all who would submit; put it is the grossest 
misinterpretation of Scripture. 

If there are any paedobaptists her~, that is, any who 
have been brought up to believe in the haptism of ·infants 
-please do not :be offended. I do not ask you to accept 
anything I say unless it is supported by Scripture. But 
I do suggest that you examine the Scripture for yourself, 
for nowhere will you find one shred of support for the 
practice of infant .baptism.· . 

Faith is indispensable to baptism. Baptism has no 
proper place in the life of anyone until that person be
lieves. I believe that very little children can sincerely 
trust the Saviour, and when they thus trust they are 
'proper subjects of .baptism,-not because they are chil
dren, but because they are believers. But that is the first 
principle, that no one has any right to baptism who has 
not received Christ, who has not intelligently believed on 
him. "If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." 
That is the one prerequisite. . 

That applies to baptism of infants by immersion 
equally with that ·of baptism by sprinkling. Of ·course, 
sprinkling is not baptism at all. The Book of Common 
Prayer gives precedence to immersion, and sprinkling or 
po1,1ring is permitted only when someone shall certify that 
the candidate cannot well endure to be immersed. No 
one was ever regenerated by baptism. There is nothing 
in Scripture to warrant such belief. 

But let me give you the exact words of the Prayer 
Book. After certain scriptures and prayers have been 
recited it is direct~d: 

'''Thett the Priest shall take the child into his hands, 
and shall sa'), to the godfathers and godmothers, 

Name This Child-
And then naming it after them (if they shoJI ~ertifY 

him, that the child may well endure it) he shall dip it in 
the water discreetly and warily, saying, 

'I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, and of .the 
Son and of, the Holy Ghost. Amen.' 

But if the'j' certify that the child is weak, it shall suf
fice to pour water upon it, sa'jring the aforesaid words." 

VVhen baptism has thus been administered we read: 
"Then the Priest shall say: 

"We receive this child into the congregation of 
Christ's flock and do sign him with the sign of the 
Cross, in token that hereafter he shall not be asha~ed 
to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully 
fight under h~s banner against sin, the world, and the 
devil, and to continue Christ's faithful soldier and ser
vant unto his life's end. Amen. 

. "Then the' Priest shall say: 
'''Seeing now, deail'ly beloved brethren, that this child 

is regenerate and grafted into the body of Christ's 
church, let us gi:ve thanks unto Almighty God fo):' these 
benefits, and with one accord make our prayers unto 
him, that this child may lead the rest of' his life accord-
ing to this beginning." ., .. .. 

We intend no offence when we say there is surely no 
scriptural warrant for baptizing an irresponsible infant 
in any way, nor is there scriptural warrant for saying 
in respect to anyone so baptized: "Se~ing now, dearly 
beloved brethren, that this child is regenerated and graft
ed into the body of Christ's church." No one was ever 
regenerated by baptism. There is nothing in Scripture to 
warrant such a belief. . 

I would call your attention also to something which 
is Of greater moment to the majority of people who wor
ship here. One may be baptized on profession of faith
and that baptism may be administered by immersion. It 
may .be administ~red in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and yet mean nothing at all. Among the 
converts in Samaria: was one Simon the sorcerer, of whom 
it is said, "Simon himself believed also: and when he was 
baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, be
holding the miracles and signs which were done." And 
when the apostles went down to Jerusalem to give them 
further instruction, Simon, who had given out that him
self was some great one, and had deceived the people 
with. his sorcery, saw in this new religion a chance to 
carry on his magic art, he therefore came to the apostles 
saying. "Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I 
lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost." He offered 
them money. Then ·Peter said, "Thy money ·perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may 
be purchased with money. Thou hast neither ·part nor 
lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight 
of God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee. For I perceive· that thou art in the gall 
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity." 

That was said by an inspired apostle, to a man who had 
professed to believe, and who had been baptized. Mem
bers· of Jarvis Street, let me adn:Ionish you to put no 
confidence in ordinances as a means of salvation. N oth
ing but the blood of Jesus, nothing but the regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit, can possibly fit us for the pres
ence of God. 

But now, what is baptism? What is meant by "putting 
on ·Christ"? Such as believe become members of a new 
society. They find citizenship in heaven. They. belong 
to a spiritual kingdom, and are· subject to an invisible 
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King: "For our citizenship i~ in heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall change the body of our humiliation, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able eveQ :to subdue all things unto 
himself;'" , 

You wilt remember how Paul once asked a Roman 
-centurian, "Is it, l~wful for you to scourge a man that is 
a Roman?" The centurian told the chief captain, who 
came to Paul saying,' "Art thou a Roman? . . With a 
',great sum obtained I this freedom." He was a natural
ized citizen ,of the Roman Empire, and had bought his 
citizenship; but the apostle, though a Jew, proudly ans
wered, "But I was free born." And s~ch as are citizens 
of the heavenly, kingdom are born into the kingdom. 
They are "born again". ,We become' citizens of that 
spiritual societY. We are members of that holy nation. 
We ,belong to a new race of which Jesus -Christ is the 
Federal Head, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

W'hen a man seeks citizenship under another aag, 
there are certain steps which must be, taken, and at last 
he is required to swear allegiance to, the country of which 
he desir.es to' become a citizen. In that oath of allegiance 
'he puts ~that countr-¥ first, before;' all other countries: 
When thus'he has taken the oath of aJ1.1egiance he becomes 
a nat\lralized citizen of that country, with all ,the priv
ileges and responsibilities belonging thereto. , 

Baptism is God's way for us publicly to avow our 
allegiance to our new King. Once we were of the worlq, 
we found our associations in the world. All our treasqres 
were here. Our understanding was limited by these tem
poral boundaries. But we have come.to see the heavenly 
kingdom, and we have now become, citizens of that ever
,Iasting kingdom which sha:11 never' pass away. God has 
provid,ed a means whereby,the new-born may thus openly 
avow their allegiance to Christ: "For as many of you, as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 

A man enlists in the British army, bu,t he wears civilian 
clothes. He receives the king's shilling, ~nd, having re
ceived it, in symbol he receives the King. He becomes, 
by that act, a recruit, a soldier in the army. But you meet 
him as he walks down the street, and you do not ,know 
him as a soldier. He is dressed as other men are dressed. 
But the time comes when he puts on the king's uniform, 
he wears the king's livery; and no one may wear that 
uniform who has not been enlisted in the army. He puts 
on the king, so, to speak, by the uniform he wears. Thus, 
if we enlist in the s~rvice of the'Lord Jesus, if we have 
received Him as our Saviour" it becomes a duty for us 
by baptism to "put on Christ". . I 

Baptism is a confession of faith in Christ. What a 
striking figure it is' '''All that a man hath wiU he give 
for his life." Ther.e is a man perhaps in this city who . 
has large possessions. He is rated as a prosperous 'and 
wealthy man. You may walk through the streets and 
point to la,rge buildings and 'say, "Mr. So-and-'So owns 
that, and he owns this." 

But supposing the day should come when su~h a man 
lies down to die-as it will if the Lord should tar-ry. 
Men ~i11 carry him out by and by ,to the cemetery and 
lay him away. What does his burial mean? It means 
that all his wealth, and the prestige it gave ,him, are left 
'behind. They are his no longer. He is gone into, the 
,~ve., . 

What, does bq.ptism mean? It means---'()r it ought to 
mean,-\-that we have given oursehres wholly to Christ. 
"Know ye not, that, so 'many of us as were baptized into 

Jesus Christ' were baptized into his death?'" :He' said, 
"The world knoweth me not", and told us, that the world 
would not I$::now us~ that it would not love us. We are 
aliens. We do not belong here. We ate citizens' of 
another country. Our habits of life, our conversation, 
our whole outlook, are distinctive; and by our relation-, 
ship to Christ WEl.:ar,.e' ,differentiated-or ought to be
from all others. Into the grave have we gone with Him. 
We have yielded everything,' that we may put Christ 
first. yv e have "put on Christ". And surely baptism, 
was designed that thus we might confess our faith in 
,Christ. " " . 

What sort of faith? How much faith? What does it 
mean to trust Christ? It means to go with Him into the 
grave. It means to trust Him with everything, and for 
everything; to be buried with Him, and then to rise, "to 
walk in newness of 'life". 

Not only does it 'mean a confession' of faith in Christ 
in respect to'our salvation, but it is a confession of "the 
faith of Christ". I have been asked sometimes, "Is bap
tism.'a sa:v.ing"ordinanee?". Not to the' person baptized, 
but it is often made a saving ordinance to those who 
witness it, in this sense, that it is such a striking illustra
tion of the whole plan of redemption that I have .known 
many people, witnessing the ordinan~e, to say, "Now I 
understand what it means to trust Christ." 

We shall come presently to the Lord's Table, and'we 
shall hear His words again, "As often as ye ~at this bread, 
and dl"ink this cup, ye do shew (literally, ye do proclaim) 
the Lord's ,death till he come." Every time we observe 
the ordinance of the Supper, we proclaim our confidence 
in the death of Christ., Our observance' is a declaration 
to . the world that that' is the ground of our confidence, 
and that we hay~ ·no other hope but that Jesus died. 

But the same :is true, in principle, of the ordinance of 
baptism: . As· often as the ordinance is administered, the 
gospel. ,.is' thereby preached. I know of no simpler way 
of puttmg the gospe.1.than to say that when Jesus Christ 
died on the crpss; you died; when He was buried you 
,were buried; and when He rose again, you came o~t of· 
pr~son with all debts paid. It is your' p~iVilege thus; in 
obedience ~o His command, publicly to proclaim the gos
.pel of the saving grace of our Lord. . 
, .. 'r'hat is w~y, in this place, we do not ask anybOdy to 
walt for baptIsm. I am sorry to see even, Baptist churches 
making an exhibition' of baptism about Easter time. 
When persons are converted, when they are really saved, 
they ought not to b~ used ,~ contribute to an Easter time 
,exhibition. They ought immediately to obey tHeir Lord. 
,Ther~ is only.one thing' I.1ove more th1J.n ~ap~zing,:and 
,that IS preachmg-but they go together. BaptIsm is the 
most beautiful . illustration of what it means to be a 
qhri$tian; it is. God's illustratio~,-a symbol representa
.bve of th~ burtal. and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Th~n I must tell 'you that there is a special promise in 
the Bible to .tho~e ·who are thus liaptised. It 'is said that 
baptism gives to the believer "the answer of a good con-
science toward God".· . ' 

I wonder it I may venture to tell you my' owri experi2 
ence? I do not know that I have ever related 'that aspect 
of it. Before I was converted I imagined that if ever I 
was. saved, .it was going to be rather an extraordinary 
affaIr. I expected some sort of emotional revolution some 
magnetic, 'electric, touch from God that would make me 
to know that I had Come into contact with the' Divine. 
The Lord gave me none of that, and I have been thankful 
many 'times since 'that He did not: . I was led to see His 
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word, and simply to accept the naked w?rd of God; and 
without emotion, but by a purely. ratIonal process-I 
trust, illuminated by the Holy Spmt-I was led to see 
that Jesus Christ died for me~ and that if I would con
fess my sins; He. would forgive .m~. . I confes~ed, ~nd 
said by faith "Either I am a ChristIan, or God IS a har. , . d" I have <:ommited myself to HIS wor • 

Had you said, "Are you happy?". I should have .said, 
liN 0; not particularly so.': "~ave you ha~, a~r emotIo~al 
experience, any flood of J?y In your so~l? No. Wlt~ 
me it was purely a bUSIness transa<:tion between this 
bankrupt sinner and its chief Creditor. I ~ave been to 
Him, and acknowledged my debt. I fold HJ1~ that J~su,~ 
Christ· died for me, and I have accepted HIS promIse. 
Many a ·da'rk day has come since, when that was all 1 
had-nothing but the word of God. I have been thankful 
often that that was all I had. Our feelings may vary, 
our 'emotions may deceive us .. ; and if we ~re dep.endent 
for our peace upon thes~, we shall b.e d':!ven WI~h the 
winds and tossed. But If we learn In sImple faIth to 
rest' on the word of God alone, we shall be wise indeed. 
That is always the· same. 

I began to wonder what Christians meant when they 
·spoke about their gladness and joy. I did not know what 
they meant, but I knew I was a Christian. I was .yo~ng 
at the time but as a matter of course I made apphcatIon 
for baptis~. When they asked me about my faith, I 
told them my story as I have told you. "Have you any 
excessive joy, any gladness?" "No", I' replied, ".1 am 
going to do as I am told and obey the Lord. He IS my 
King, and 'l must keep the. law of His kingdom, and that 
is 'putting on Christ' by baptism." . 

I remember that night I played the organ (Do not ask 
me to take' your place, Brother Penney; I have forgotten 
how). Then at the proper time I gave place to somebody 
-else; I withdrew, and prepared, and was baptized. Never 
-shall I forget that hour. I suppose I had read it, but it 
was not present in my mind at the time; I came upon it 
. afterward and said, "That is exactly the exp~rience I 
had." .1 read to you aJbout the baptism of the Lord, how 
out of heaven a Voice said, "This' is ·my· beloved. Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." These natural ears did not 
hear a voice, I did not see the fort:n of.a dove:. that was . 
for Jesus only, the sign and seal of' His Messiahship. 
But I heard 'a Voice within, and I was.overwhelmed'with 
the:consciousness that God, in His infinite grace, had made 
it possible .for a 'poor sinner to do one thing with which 
He was well pleased. I knew it was His will. I did it 
because it was His will. And in my heart of hearts I 
heard Him say, "Well done. I am pleased with thy 
·obedience." I believe that is what is meant in the third 
<:hapter of Peter's first epistle, "The answer of a good 
·conscience toward God". 

There is more joy in that than in .all the plaudits of 
the world. Just to' h~ar a Voice from heaveJ1" just. to 
have the approval of God Him.self, is a bit of heaven. 
I think we may have it as we observe the other ordinance, 
that of the Supper. That, too, is His command. If we come 
to it with the proper spiritual preparation, in obedience 
to His will, having first put on Christ in baptism, keeping 
tqe ordinances in their Scriptural order-if we come for 
no other purpose than that our souls may hold communion 
with our Lover in the skies, He <:omes to us, He holds 
tryst with us,. He tells us yet again that He is pleased 
with us. . . 

It is a :gJ;"eat joy to walk. in the way of His command-

ments: "Moreover -by them is thy servant warned: and 
in keeping of them there is ,great reward." 

II. 

Do you belong to Christ? Have you accepted His word? 
This is the text that was used in my conversion, "If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just· to forgive"us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. The 
Lord give me the simplest text in the Bible-I suppose, 
because I had not sense enough to understand any other. 
It was as simple as it could be, that if I would confess, 
He would forgive. I conf~s~ed, and believ~d t~at eith~r I 
was saved, or God was a har; and knOWIng It was 'Im
possible that. God· should lie, therefore I said, "My soul 
is saved. All my sins are blotted out." . 

Are you trusting,in Christ? Have you thus confessed 
to. Him? "He that believeth on him"-do you really be
lieve? Do you really trust? Very well, then, claim i-t
"is not condemned." Put the hand of faith on that and 
say, "I am not condemned, ·because I. believe." If thus 
you believe, and you are Christ's, may I ask you, Have 
you "put on Christ"? Have you taken the oath ?f alleg
iance pUblicly? Have you put on the uniform? If you 
have not, will you do so? Will you yield .obedien~e to 
Him? How our hearts should be filled WIth gratItude 
for His abounding grace! How willing we should be to 
do His willI . 

Suffer this simple word. I beg of you not to allow 
your native, your natural timidity to deter you in the way 
of obedience. Put a cheerful courage on; be bold for the 
Lord. I remember some years ago a young lady's·saying 
to me,. "I shouM· be afraid of that ordinance." I said, 
"You would? Why?" "I fear I might strangle", she 
replied. "What if you did? Jesus Christ died for you." 
Is there anything-any thing-we should hold back from 
Him? I beg of you, "put on Christ". Let the whole 
world know that you belong to Him, and that you walk 
with Him on resurrection ground . 

Let us pray: 
We ,beseech Thee, Lord, to help us to-nig.ht. Ere this public 

service close, if there be one who has not yet received-Christ; 
gracious Spirit, help him or .her to Il"eceive Him now. And 
then we pray that everyone who has' thus received Him, may 
be made willing to put on Christ. For Thy name's sake, 
Amen. . 

THE TEN PLAGUES. 
A Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Delivered in Jarvis Str-eet Baptist Church, Toronto, 
Thursday" Evening, December 3rd, 1931.. 

Seventh in. a Series of Thursday Evening Lectures on 
. Biblical Theology which are included in the . ; 

Curriculum of Toront~ Baptist Seminary. 

We shall turn this evening ~o the ~vellth chapter of 
f Exodus. . The chapter opens with a word that involves, 

to the superficial observer, some ·difficulty. It speaks of 
the.hardening of Pharaoh's heart; vVe live in a world o'f 
law. We are subject to law. I know t~ere is a sense in 
which we are not under the law, but under grace. But 
God does not set aside ·His· laws. Even in the realm of 
grace He provides means for its fulfilment so that "what 
the law could not do, in. that it was weak through the flesh, 
God sending his own Son in the like~('ss.of sinful flesh, . 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the right
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after ·the flesh, but after the Spirit." . Which is t~. say, 
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that· because··we ea,nnet .of .ourselves tut-fil tne . law, the 
gracieus Spirit possesses us· so to energize us, as to en
able us to do' the will of God as we ceuld not do it of 
ourselves. . 

I say, that ip. all rep.lms we are subject to law. We 
live in a'world 'of law. and order, and God .observes Him
self the laws which He· qas ordained and set in operation. 

Pharaeh's :heart . was hardened for the reason that the 
attitude he assumed' could net do other than harden his 
heat:t. It is f~r ever . true that the gospel, and all divine 
communications, are either the savour of life' unto life, 
or of death unte death; and unless we avail ourselves of 
the privileges which are ours by divine grace, the com
mandment which was ordained to life will .be feund te be 
unto death.' Fer example: "GOd sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the )Vorld; but that the world 
through him might be saved. He that believeth on him 
is not condemned; hut he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not. believed in' the name .of the 
only begotten Son of God: And this is the condemna
tion, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness r.ather than light, because their deeds were evil !" 

.There is a familiar principle which you have seen oper
ate "perhaps in your own experience at some time. If 
you sleep heavily enough to need an alarm-clock, if you 
do not do as the alarm-clock tells you, hy and by it will 
lose its power to waken you. The divine communications 
Il1ade tb Pharaoh were bound to have one of two effects: 
either to break his heart. and lead him to an acceptance 
of the divine terms; or, .otherwise, by his presumptueus' 
rejection of the divine overtures his heart would become 
harder and harc~er with each communication. That is a 
principle we all need to observe. We must remember in 
our Christian life that we are never standing still: we 
are either going forward .or backward. The· authority 
of God's word over our lives is either increasing or dimin
ishing. ",Te. whom ye yield yoorselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom .ye ooey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness." The more 
we yield ourselves to the authoritv of the divine Word 

... - the more 'completely shall we be Jdo'minated' by it. Bttt 
if, on hearing the word .we do not yield obedience to it, 
it will, little by little, cease t9 have authority over ottr 
lives. In other words, we shan harden our hearts or 
soften them by the attitude which we assume toward the 
divine communications made to us. 

Now I deSire to call your attention to a very important 
and somewhat profeund principle. TIie conflict in Egypt 
now enters another stage, and it is manifestly a battle 
between supernatural powers. N~t only in the New 
Testament, :but in t.he Old,. waS it true-as now it is 
true-that "we wrestle. not a~inst, flesh and blood"-· 
against visi~l~ foes-"but against principalities, against 
powers, agamst the rulers of the darkness of this world 
against spiritual wickedness in high places:" Our foe~ 
are 'spiritu3i1 foes, and against them we must do battle 
continually. We shall see these . superhuman, super
natural,. for~es ma!lifesting their oppositien 'in the de
velopment of God's plan for the deliverence of His people: 

Here I would call your attention to the' fact that not 
all supern!ltural powers are divine. I suppose it never 
was mor.e necessary for us to recognize tha,t principle. 
The devll is spoken of as one who has the power of 
death. He was descri:bed by our Lord as "the strong 
man armed" who keepeth his palace. 'So mighty is he 
that even an 'archangel feared to rebuke him. There are 
those who are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. but 

any who· have had experience of satanic power, and whci 
have recognized that power as satanic, will speak with 
bated breath of that great enemy. That he is very real; 
tliat he is ·very ~ct~ve in·the world about us, 'there can be' 
not the shadow of a doubt. I kriow of no doctririe of the 
Scripture that seems more credible, and, judged by our 
own experience, is more easily 'believed,' than the doc-' 

. trine that there is a malignant spirit'who seeks to 'destroy, 
~ dev~ur, the people of God. 
, ',f.hat power was ope~ating in Egypt.' We shall see' that 

the miracles, the si{J.ns, which -¥ oses wrought by' the "use 
of the rod, in the name of the Lord, were counterjeited,. 
t~ey were duplicated: "The magicians of Egjpt did so 
with their enchantments." If you are determined to liv'e 
on that plane where yeu are to be regtil3ited by' signs and 
t<?k~ns, a~d walk by sight instead 'of oy faith......:.for that is 
what that passion for signs and ~iokens means: it" is the" 
sUDstitttHon' of· 'things' visible for" things invisible;' it is 
walking 'by sight and not by faith-':"I say, if that is the 
plane of life you choose for yourself, you must'remember 
that there are magicians who will compete' with Moses. 
On that plane 'you will find plenty of room for the exer..: 
cise of the gift of discernment of spirits. There will be 
abundant deception where men are ruled by signs and \ 
wonders. . . .' . 

I do not pretend to be"so well'informed, or to be al"le 
with . such' oracular exactitude, to expound the book of 
Revelatien, as some of my brethren. There ·are some 
people 'who- seelif to know exactly to the last· detail what 
the book of Revelation means .. I" expect to kno\v What it 
means some day. r know it is,part 'of the ;Word' of God. 
Some day we shall all understand it; but we can under
stand some principles even now,and here is' one of. them: 
"And I beheld another beast coming up out of the' earth' 
and he had two horns like a lamb 'and he spake as ~ 
d " I ' ragon -a amb and a dragon I-"and he exerciseth all 
the powers of the-first beast before him, and· causeth the 
earth 'and them which dwell therein to worship· the first 
beast, whose' deadly' wound was· hea;led.· And 'he· doeth 
great wonders"-mark what he does-"so that he maketh 

. fire come dow!1.from heaven on the earth in. the sight" of: 
men, and d~ce'ved th~ that dwelt on the·earth.by means 
of those miracles which he had power. to do in the sight 

. of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth,. -that: 
they. should make ·an image to the beast;· which ·had the' 
wound by a sword', and did live"--and now' mark this' 
it is almost enough to make ene's heart stand still-"and 
he had ~wer' to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the Image of the bea'st ~hould both· speak, and cause· 
that as many as would not worship the image of ·the beast 
should be killed." . . 

Tht beast had . the power to call dewn fire from 
heaven, to work signs and wonders in the presence of 
the people, and actually to give life ,ancl to take life away I 

When you ask for a life that is to be regulated by these 
signs and wonders~ you are entering a realm where decep
tion is marvellously ~asy. In these days when you read 
.of tongues, and vanous sorts of healing, and all sorts 
of supernatural·manifes~tions-granted that they are not 
frauqs; for the sake of· :.argument,· assumit)g that ·they 
are supernatural, ~hey, are not therefore necess.arHy ·frem 

. God. ·We shall have to have a surer standard by which to 
measure the value of these supernatural manifestations 
than our own erring judgment.· . 
. I think it would' not Ibe irreverent to say that Moses, 
great 'man as· he was, by his multiplied ·objections,. de
manding at last that God sho~ld use this wonder-rod in 
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his hand, exposed himself, up to a certain point, to ·the 
gravest possible danger. The magicians could not speak 
the word of· God. 'The magicians could not speak as 
Jehovah spoke. Had Moses been content with the mere 
word of 'God, h~ would have .learned that there is ·no 
possibility (!)of 'duplicating that. The closer we keep to 
the' word itself, the 'more we learn to depend ,upon the 
naked word of God, and walk 'by 'faith, the safer we shall 
be. 

Observe that" Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, 
and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then 
Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now 
the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with 
their enchantments. For they cast down every' man his 

. rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallow
ed up their rods. And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that 
he hearkened not.unto them; as the Lord had said." The 
fact that the magiCians were able to d<J exactly 'what 
Moses did, blinded Pharaoh to the great truth that Moses 
was really the servant of the God of all the earth. 

You will observe in this same chapter the first plague 
is brought upon Egypt. But before sending the plague; 
God war.ned PIJ-araoh. God always lets men know in ad
vance the consequences of their disobedience. What a 
mercy that is I. Every word in the Bible which tells us 
that the "wages of sin is death",' is a· communication o·f 
mercy to us, to warn us away from that' which would 
bring us to diSaster. . . 

The waters of the river are'turned to blood,' and "there 
was bloo~ th.roughout all the land of Egypt". The Egyp
tians had to dig wells, bel;ause they could not drink the 
water. Then followed the plague of frogs-and the 
magicians had 'equal power with Moses. They brought 
forth frogs too. . 

In the eight chapter, from the eighth to the fifteenth 
verses, Pharaoh relents somewhat, and begs Moses and 
Aaron to ~ntreat the ~ord that He may take away the 
frogs from him and from his people. . 
- . Another principle: Repeatedly God laid His hand upon 
Egypt,. and sent one ·disaster· after another upon Pharaoh 
and his rebellious people, but it did not have the effect 
of ~reakinK Pparaoh's heart, nor of leading him to genu
ine·repentance.' Even at last, with the death of the first
bo,rnr ~heD: ,Pharaoh, fea~ng th~ further consequences 
ofi'efUsal,'let"Israel go! he Immediately relented and pur
sued after them. . . 

There is a theory. abroad that during the horrors of the 
Great Tribulation. men will' turn ~o God by th~ million 
and be saved. I am pos.itive it is not in the Book. I am 
positive it has no warrant in Scripture, ;p1d ab~lutely n~ 
warrant in any.analogy of history. The hearts of ~en 
q.re not softene,d 'by that means. Here is a prediction of 
the harde1J.ing effect of troubJe in the Greq.t Tribulation: 

"And the. rest 'of the men which were not killed by 
these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, 
that they should not worship devils, and idols of .gold, 
and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which 
neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: neither repented 
they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of .their 
fornication; nor of their thefts." .. 

There is only one. way by wnich the stony heart of 
an unregenerate sinner can ever be softened-as it was 
in the Old Testament dispensation, and in this, and in 
any and ev~ry dispensation of the future-and that is 
by the power of. the Holy Ghost. Unless the quickening 
Spirit of God, of His own sovereign volition, wills to 

br:eal< men's hearts, and save them, . they will never be 
saved. It will not be effected by any judgments that ever 
did come, or can come. There is only one way by which 
God ever saved anybody, does now save them, or ever will 
save tl)em, and that is of His abounding, sovereign, grace, 
The hope of men in all dispensations is in the grace of 
our graci~s God. The theory which assumes that God 
will save men by one principle in one dispensation, and 
by another in another, is absolutely without proof in the 
entire Word of God from Genesis to Revelation. It is a 
man-made theory that is without scriptural foundation; 
and the further we keep away from it the safer we 
!!hall be. 

r need not go into all these plagues in particular. They 
came, and when Pharaoh relented, they were withdrawn. 
Another plague succeeded, and that was withdrMVn. An
other plague succeeded, and was withdrawn at Pharaoh's 
repentance. . 

I 'have seen that happen. Not very far from here 
I was called in to see a physician who was supposed to 
lbe at death's door. I have seen many people with death 
in prospect, but I never saw anybody so terrified at the 
approach of death as was that doctor. Death, to him, 
seemed to be a horrible monster present and overshadow
ing him. I went to his room, and he begged me to tell 
him what to do to be saved. I explained the way of life 
to him. He professed to accept it. Then he said, "Are 
you sure?" I went over it again, for he wanted to be 
certain. He said, "Y 011 are -not making a mistake? 
You are absolutely sure?" I gave him the word of God 
for it, the sinner's qnly stay. 

The doctors said he could not live very long, prOibably 
not J;llore than a day. I called on hi~ twice, and found 
him 'in that frame of mind. He was desperately afraid 
to . die, with 'a perfect horror of deatn, and extremely 
anxious to know exactly what he should do to be saved. 

.contrary to aU th~ doctors' predictions, when the tum 
in his disease came, there was a tum for the better. The 
doctors told. him he would recover. So I went to try 
to see him; to giv~ thanks with him. for the. pr.omise of 
continued life. But he refused to see me. I went again 
-but he refused to see' ttle. Again and again I went, 
only to be. told that Doctor So-and-So did not wish to 
'see anybo!iY-. I said, "Tell him who is here. He was 
anxious enough to' see me before." But he refused, ·He 
recovered, and went on still.in his iniquity ... The fact 
of the matter was: he was like Pharaoh, afraid to meet 
God, afraid qf Death. He ,,:an.ted the present judgment 
removed, the present danger lifted. But as soon as it 
was passed, his heart was as hard as Pharaoh's. 

Let us never forget that the One Whom men despise, 
"him hath God exalted with his right. hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and for
giveness of 'sins." When we find ourselves repenting of 
our sins, let us faU upon our knees and give God thanks 
for the spiritual discernment to know when we have done 
wrong, and grace to be sorry for it. The worst of aU 
judgments is for anyone to be left alone in his smug 
complacency, assuing himself that for him mistakes 'are 
impossible. That is a hardness of heart very much like 
Pharaoh's. '. . 

There came a point beyond which th'e magicians' could 
not go. When the plague of lice was sent upon Egypt 
the. nia~c~ans ~3:d no power ~o eff~ct such a ·miracle. Why 
their I?o~er 'should have been ~toJ?Ped there,' I do not 
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know. I call your attention to this fact, that in all these 
plagues God 'Was ,:manifesting his own power, In the 
gospel of John we have an a-ccount of the first miracle 
which Christ wrought, which was really a sign: "This 
beginn~ng of miracles (signs) did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth his glory." His miracles were de
signed to be signs. That is what they really meant. They 
were signs, they were tokens of His Messiahship. Study 
the miracles, or signs, which were wrought by our Lord 
Jesus,' and observe in what departments of life He exer
cised His sovereign power. See if tpere be any realm 
in which Jesus Christ was not sovereign. . 

The same principle, I believe, was intended to be mani
fest here, for ·you remember, 'in effect, God had said to 
Moses, "I will let Pharaoh know who I am before I have 
finished My dealings with him." .' 

First of all, He showed Himself sovereign of the 
'Waters: then of the things that moved in the water: from 
the water there came the plague of frogs. He showed . 
Himself soyereign also over the insect WQrld, in' sending 
the lice and the flies. How horrible they are to contem
plate! I remember coming back, during the war, with a 
man who had just returned from Egypt. He told me of 
his experiences, at:J.cl,.~said, "I do not know what it 'was like 
when the .plague· of flies came upon Egypt, for it"· seems 
to me there is a plague of flies there all the time I" We 
have enough of them in Canada sometimes. How annoy
ing one fly can be I But when the air was filled with 
them, when the .houses -were filled with them, whail: a 
fearful 'v.isitation that I:nust ·hav.e .been I But with it all, 
God was· showing that He ;had power in these realms of 
.life, for He is .the God of all the earth .. 

In each case, Pharaoh hardened his heart. After the 
plague of flies, Pharaoh proposed a compromi.o>e. That 
is often the way with the evil one-to propose half-way 
measures. You must riot ~e deceived when you think 
son;tobody is really turning to God. If the Lord is dealing 
with him, he will come in due time; but we have seen 
many people who gave some evidence of a change of mind, 
who were yet in the frame of mind which possessed 
Pharaoh when first of all he said, "Sacrifice in the land." 
When they would not do that, he said, "Ye shall not go 
very far away." Again he said, "Go now ye that are 
men." When that would not do he said, '~Go, but leave 
your flocks behind." . But the' servant of God was absol
utely uncompromisjng in presenting Jehovah's demands. 
He said, "There shall nOt an hoof be left behind." 

I believe that is the way the church in all ages has lost '. 
-inasfar as it has lost-by compromise. -When you. 
abide by the truth, you will be' called narrow, and sec
tarian, and' by many other epithets. But we have. no 
authority to reduce the standards set by the Word on the 
principle: "Not in the land; not "leaving some behind; not 
leaving the flocks. We. will entirely separate ourselves 
from the world and,all that therein is." 

What" a picture I, You students should find' scores' of 
sermons in that, the philosophy of compromise proposed 
by Pharaoh and refused by Moses, 'and Moses' insistence 
upon full and complete obedience to the word of God. 

If I understand our Baptist position, it is not that we 
think 'ourselves better than other~if there are people 
who are Baptists who think that, they are not very good, 
Baptists-but if I understand the Baptist position it ought 
to make us the hUmiblest people on earth. We have come 
to see that poor bankrupt sinners, as we were, have been 

saved by grace, and that we have nothing whereof to boast 
here or hereafter, but shall need all eternity in wh~ch to 
praise the Lord.! : T~e position we take is that we must 
insist, because r.~eC1med by grace, that God shall' have 
His way, and thaf,!we cannot and will not' compromise 
where the Wo'rd· of God is concerned. It is simply an J 

insistence upon the supreme ,authority of God Himself 
as manifest in the Person of His Son, and as revealed 
and certified in the inspired Book. It is worthwhile being" 
a Baptist on those terms. . 

Another point to which I call your attention is that 
the fifth plague was a murrain of beasts, a disease that 
fastened itself upon the animal creation in Egypt; and 
the sixth, boils and blains on man and beast, each was a 
disease, and it came by divine order. 

Incidentally, it was a revelation of God's sovereign 
power in the animal world. He is sovereign of' the sea, 
of the air, of the earth, and of the heavens-and all that 
therein is contained. ' 

Also incidental to my purpose this evening, I would 
.warn you against another' doctrine-the theory that every
body who is si~k, is' sick by the will of the devil; that it 
is only the devil that makes people sick!'J Did you ever 
hear that? That is a popular philosophy to-day. And 

, inasmuCh a!? all sickness comes 'from thc;idevil, ther~f?re 
, God's people ought to be delivered from it I Accordmg 

to this theory, it is a serious reflection upon your spiritual 
state if you should have a headache, or are sick in any 
way. Tqere is nothing new about that, because that is 
what Job's friends said to him. "Ah", you .say, "but 
Job was made ill by the devil. Was it .not the devil that 
smote him with boils ?" Yes. I have Imown some who 
have been afflicted 'by that terrible malady 'who say It is 
very much like the devil to do it I , 

We read in the New Testament of a woman of whom it 
is said, "whom Satan hath bound, 10, these eighteen years." 
I think there is no doubt that the devil does make people 
sick. He has the power of death, and has the power to 
afflict men with many diseases. Especially if people do 
his will do. they invite all these calamities to come upon 
th~ _ , 

But the magicians had nothing to do with this murrain 
of beasts, or with the boils and:;blains,' except to suffer 
their affliction. The murrain of ~1i~sts fell upon the ani
mal world by direct divine de<;i~e~i:. God . does afflict His 
people sometimes. And, in .ahy'~;ca.se,: lIe permits it to 
come-as He did in the case' o(;Tob; for- you remember 
the devil had no power over.JoD.~·'i:tritil the ,Lor.d gave him 
a limited authority, until He lengthened··'his. tether. He 
was afflicted, not because he was more wicked than other 
men, but, on the contrary, because he was described by 
God Himself as being "perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, and eschewed evil".. I warn you agaiIl;st that 
error. , 

There was the murrain of beasts, and then the plague 
of boils and blains, the plague of locusts, and the plague 
of darkness. God did then begin to put a difference 1>e
tween the Egyptian and the Israelite. "There was a thick 
darkness in all the land of Egypt three days . . . but all 
the children of Israel had light in their dwellings." There 
is a great difference. between the Egyptian and the Israel
ite, and Go,d wills that there should be a sharply drawn 
and easily discerned distinction between the two, 

At last they are threatened· by the death of the first-
(Continued on page 12) . 
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. Ba'ptl"st BI"bll Unl"on Llssan Lla" only without blemish, H-e' was absolutely inent in .this· offiering as in that of the 
perfect. He was God's unspeakable gift sill offering which follows, consequently 
unto man, (2 Cor. 9:15), thetiest that the ce~mony attached to the presenta

Vol. '6' No. 4 heaven could give. In, the actual pres-. tion of the blood is not as elaborate, yet 
..,:.;' ....................... --..... ----...... ----... entation of the offering' the" Israelite its sighificance is clear. Sp:l'inkling the 
'REV. ALEX. TH~MPSON, E~~O~. J was instructed to "lay his hand- upon blood 'l'ouIidabriut, the altar meant the 

Lesson 51 December 20th 19~1 
FOURTH QUARTER. 

the head of his offering", (v. 2) •. As disposal of the' same Godward,as the 
in the case of the burnt offering this altar was His, and this being done by
act meant more than a designation of the . priest, implied the presentation of' 
the victim' to· death, it implied the ac- the blood of atonement unto Hill). by the 
ceptance of the animal by the offerer hands of a mediator, prefiguring our 

. lUNG as his substitute, and from the offerer Lord's work of mediatorship, more 
CH-RIST, THE PEA(!E-OFFE· • to the offering prefiguring our Lord as clearly seen in the sin offering. It 

Lesson Text: Leviticus, chapter 3. 

Golden Text: !'It shall be a perpetual 
statute for your generations 
throughout all your dwellings, that 
ye eat neither fat nor blood." Lev. 
3:17. 

DAILY :pmLE READING: 
Monday: Lev. 17:10 ... 16. 
Tuesday: Deut. 12:1-19. 
Wednesday: I Cor. 10:14-24. 
Thursday: Psalm 72:1-20. 
Friday: Luke 2:1-14. 
Saturday: Rom.Q:1-11. 

the' bearer of our sin symbolised the meant also the presentation and ac
transference of the obligation to suffer ceptance of the life of the victim, as 
for sin, (I Pet. 2:~), the substitute for the life is in the ·blood. It is of interest 
sinners. In all the'se offerings of shed to note that the offerer did not do this 
blood the thought of substitution is part of the service; it was done for him 
clearly' manifest, ,teaching God's plan by ·the priest, so there are' two aspects 
of salvation. There can be salvation in to salvation, the Divine and the human. 
no other way. Man cannot save himself, Our Lord has died, 'and has presented 
he is dependent wholly upon the work His blood unto the Father, (Heb. 9:12.), 
of another f.or this. It is either accept the sinner accepts the work done on his 
the substitute or suffer the consequences behalf and trusts the Divine Substitute. 
of sin, (Rom. 6:23). Explain the futility IV. 1'HE B' URNIN'G OF THE OFFERof trusting to hirth, position, good 
works, or any human effort for salvation, ING. 
'(John 1:12, 13). Mter the slaying of the victim part 
III. THE SLAYING OF THE' ' of it was burnt on the altar. Unlike 

OFFERING. , the burnt offering.where, the whole was 
I. THE NATURE OF THE OFFEBING. Upon the laying on i1f"tIM"hand the 'thus disposed ·of, certain specified parts. 

Th' . th th"d f . f "ff' Is"aelite kI'lled hI'S offerI'n'g "at the door only were thus con·sumed. These were IS IS e 11' (} a senes 0 0 er- ~ esteemed the best parts of the animal, 
ings; each diverse, yet in some respects of the tabernacle of the congregation", ( 3 9 14 P 63'5 I 25'6) and 
similar. Th reason for more than one (v. 2). There was nothing .secret about y~. , , '. s'. . " s. ., , 
offering is to be found in the purpose this ceremony. It was a Pll;l)lic ~c~o~l-, bemg offered ~n thIS ma~ner were look
of each one, and .in the typical teaching edgment of acceptance of and UDlon WIth ed upon as be~ng devoted to God, (v. 9). 
attached thereto. They aU' find their the su.bstitute in its 'sacrificial death,' :r,he whole aDlmal was to bec?nsumed 
fulfilment in our Lord, and it takes a from which we may learn thlit our ac-' I~ a feast of peace, ,~ter: the sm ques
combination' of a:ll to set forth in some ceptance of Christ should .be 'publicly tIon had been dealt WIth ~n the blood ?f 
measure His great work of redemption. confessed. Secret discipleship is pos- atonemel!t, ~nd that whIch was bu.rnt 
Th t ·t! f th' ff" t' 'bl b t' 'th b . . ht was God s part of the .feast, therefore . e. I, e (} IS 0 ~rmg IS sugges Ive, SI e, u IS nel er rave, nor rIg • the .prohibition concerning the fat and 
n:mmdmg us o~ Oh~ISt ,?Ur peace, (Eph. The ~embers of. the early chur~ were the blood, (v. 17). The whole was His 
2.14), and by Imphcatlon the need f?r bold m the serVIce of our Lot:d, (Ac.~s but He retained th'ose parts. for Himself, 
p~aee on the part of man, due to. hIS 4:31) B:nd such fearless testImony IS and invited the others, with the priests, 
smful stB:te .before God, (R.om. 3.23). needed I~ these days. ~n referE7,nce to to partake of the rest at His dwelling 

;:eiit~ff,!::n;n W:~~e~si~~~f blri!~~s~ip l~~ sJ:i~hg.o~f o~: L!:d~nfi %~~ b~' place, (Deut. 12:18). This ~as the 
aild communion with God, secured' by noted that its· death was necessary as feast of peace. 
the shedding of the atoning.blood. Peace a sacrifice for sin, a living offering was V THE EATING OF THE OFFERING 
was tpe thoug~t in mind, peace with not acceptable in this respect. Sin called • 
God, on the basis of the substitutionary for death, (Gen. 2:14), and- the penalty Instruction concerning this is not 
sacrifice. In the offering .there, is, a must .be borne by the substitute; not ,found in the chapter ·of our lesson, but 
r~ognition of sin !In ,the part of the that the shedding of the blood .of - an i~ order to complete the typical figure 
offerer, a .necess·ary first step in pro- animal could take away sin, (Heb. to:4), we refer to it here noting the nature 
c'Uring peace, with God,. ana of entering but the- act must be true in figure, teach of that which' was eaten with the peace 
into fellowship with' Him.' Note the need the proper lesson, and point forward to offering, (7:12, 13), and the specific in
for this, recognition in the present day. the effective sacrifice which woqld take structi.ons conqerning th~ cleanness of t 
God has remained the same, man has_ away sin, (I John 3:5). The death of the offerer, in observing the rite; (7:19-
changed, therefore the admission of the victim therefore sets forth the pen- 21), wherein we may learn the fact that 
gui~t must come from him. Such· an alty of sin, its heinous nature, God's God is particular conce.rning those who 
attitUde being- adopted·, forgiveness -,is attitude toward it, and His· plan of sal- have fellowspip with Him, The peace 
readily given, and peace is the result, vation. In order to benefit from the offering is typical ·of our Lord, and we 
(I ,Jolin 1:9). The offering presented offering the individual had to be identi- are called upon to feast on Him, (John 
by .the' Israelite was taken 'from the fied with it in a personal way; and if 6:5'3-55). There is this difference be
herd, (v. 1), or _from the flock, (v. 6), we are to benefit from the death of our tween 'type and antitype, however, in 
either a.Iitmb, (v. 7), or ·a goat, (v. 12), Lord, there must be union with Him by that the former was dead, whereas the 
of the latter, its blood was sprinkled faith. This is the only way in which latter is alive, but there is ·also the simi
roundabout the altar, (v. 2), part of ' the the sinner can enter a state of peace larity in that both have tasted death. 
~nimal was burne,d, (v. 5), and the most with God, (Rom. 5:1). Peace· is im- In feasting thus on Christ we must dlo 
of it .ea~en by prIest and, people, (Deut. possible where sin is' unconfessed, and so in holiness of life, f-or only ih SUM a 
12:5-7; 16.18). ' unjudged. The u,nforgiven cannot enjoy state can we enjoy His fellowship. Ex-
II.; THE· PRESENTATION OF THE peace, (Is. 48:22), because sin is· its planation'may be made of the basis ·of 

OFFERING. . antithesis. Sin is lawlessness and makes peace, in the sacrifice for sin, emphasiz-
peace impossible. Emphasis' may be 'lng the nature of this peace, the neces
l~id upon the necessity for surrender to sity' for it, the blessed consequences 
God on the part of sinners, and explana- ensuIng. from it, !1nd hereafter, the feast 
tion made of Gild's lOVe! and ·mercy of peace, no:w:, with its spiritual signifi
manifest in His plan of salvation. Mter cance, and the nature of our 'preparation 
the slaying of the victim A'8.l'on's- sons . for participation therein. The good
sprinkled the blood "upon the altar ness and mercy of God are manifest in 
roundabout", (v." 2). The thou.g.ht of these provisions, and should receive due 
atonement for sin is not quite as prom- recognition in the teaching of the lesson. 

In presenting the offering the' b-rael
ite offered., an ani·mal ''without blem
ish", (v. 1), typical of our Lord. in His 
holiness of life, and reminding uS of 
the faCt that God desires 'from. us the' 
best. Nothing short of this is accept
able with Him,. or meets adequately ,the 
typical requirement. Our Lord was not 
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0n' Lesson Lea', tom of the altar (v. ·25). T·he !blood IOf punished in the early days' for their sins, 
~ this offering was not taken into the holy and in these Umes they also reap what 

VoL 6 No 4 place of' .bhe tabernacle. Direction' is they sow.' In teaching, seek to point 
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~ 
'. • .. given in bhe fQurth place concerning th~ . oot the fact of sin, and by the Holy Spirit 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. sins of·the common people . (vs .. 27-85). produce conviction of sin. 
Lesson 52. December 27th, 1931. A kid of the .goats is ~ikewise the offer- The nature and penalty of sin are also 

t 
ing here, "a female without .blemish" made ·manifeSlt in this observance. The 

FOURTH QUARTER. (v. 28), or a lamb (v. 32), and the same wQrld has a very weak conception of sin. 
procedure is followed 'as in that !l.'elating It recognizes wrongs done against men, 

~ CHRIST'THE SIN-OF'FERING. to the l'U!lers. The v~riation in the a,p- and property, and seeks to punish such 
r Lesson Text: Leviticus, chapters 4 and 5. plic.a.tion of the blood in these ,offerings misdemeanQurs, but it pays little, if any, 

'Golden Text: "If 'a soul cOmmit a tres- is due probably to the fact that othe priest attention to offences against God. Its 
Pass, and sin through ignorance, in alone was penmitted to enter into the views of the ·punishment of sin is also 

Lord th h holy place, and on his behalf, and fOIl." the • , . de to tea h' 
the holy things of the ; en e c~eansing of his plaee. of service, the weak, and obJectIon IS ma c lDg 
shall bring for Ibis tresPass/unto the I 11 h 'tiL h' Th concerning hell. God is said to be too 
Lord a ram without blemish out of b.ooo went ate' way W11U . 1m. e good to treat His creatures in such man-

rulers and the common !people 'Were not 
the Bocks, with· thy estimation by permitted to enter the sacred S!&nctuary, ner, forgetting that it is. God_who re-
shekels of silver, after the shekel of but the whole congregation, being. con- veals this future retribution, (Matt. 
the sanctuary, for. a trespass oller- sidered a pries-tJy nation (Ex. 19:6), and 24:(1). The death of the victim in this 
ing."-Lev. 5:15. including' Qfficiating !prietJts, :the same sacrifice empha,sizes as n'O other >()bserv-

DAILY BIBLE RE.A:DING: prQcedure was foll-Qwed 'as in the case ance could, the terrible nature of sin, in 
Monday: Numbers 1'5:22-31. o-fthe priests. claiming a life, and the penalty due to 
Tuesday: .Isaiah 58:1-12.. The tres,pass offering was provided for sin, seen. in that death. Tlrls is God's 

. Wednesday: Heb. 9:1-15. those who !had sinned unwittingly or We'1'e view of sin, and we do well :to pay heed 
T.hursday: Gal. ,1:1-12. in dQubt as ·to their sin. In. relation thereto. -
Friday: Phil. 2:1-1.1. thereto certain sins are mentioned The need fQr expiation for sin arises 
Saturday: Mark 15:22-88. as, failure to ,give evidence concerning out of its nature, and God's demands 

the guilt of one who ,had sinned (5:1), upon men. But inasmuch' as man can
I. THE NATURE OF THE·OFFEllING. uncleanness (ys. 2, 3), and an oath (vs. not atone for his sin, God has provided 

Unltke the preceding ~erings expia- 4, 5). The ollerin'g to ·be brought in each a Substitute for him. That Substitute 
tion for sin is the prominent thought in case was either a female frpm the flock, is the perfect Son of, God. From the 
this' offering. The ,others ·were nQt lack- a ,la'mb, .or a kid of the ,goats (v. 6), or foundation of the world He was the slain 
ing in such teaching, 'but anQther aspect if unable to give a lamb, the offerer lamb, (Rev. 18:8). This inability on the 
of truth was prominent in each case, al- .mi,ght bring tWQ turtle doves, 0'1.' ;!;woO part of man to atone for his 'Own sins 
though ald :were 'based on atonement for youn·g pigeons' (v. 7), direction being, tIl' d T tal h d , . ,"';~n · .. ·s to theI'r d~D·posal (vs·. 8-10). Bu,t IS no a ways rea Ize. 0 . uman e-sin. As in the obher cases specific dlrec- ... Y~ ...... 't" d b 11 h ~"lly 

l'f he ..... 0 nA'" .. ~le .... ........Vl·de these, he praVl y IS recogruze yaw 0 r-... tions are here .given relating to ithe ~- U'~ ulU uu .... - k al t' . G d' ('D.. 0 1" . d h ed' was I'nstructed' to b..lng the tenth pa", see s va Ion In 0 sway, ·.L\IUm.o: "'" nature of this offerIng, 'an t e proc ore .. J."~ 18) A b nute th ef ' 
to be followed .in its presentatiQn. Two of an epha>b Qf fine flour (v. H), a'Sufti- ' . . su S.I , er ore, IS nece~-
kinds, of sins are referred to in the eohap- cient quantity for a day's sustenance (Ex. sary, if man 1S to be saved. 
ters before us, the one relating to sins Qf 16:1'8). ~ offering was thus' made to. Our Lord suffered in our room and 
ignorance (4:~), the Qther.to sins of tres'- suit the ability of the offerer. The last stead, being punished 'for our sins, and 
pass (5:6). I'll relating to the former, pal',t of the chapter dea,ls wibh a trespass now, through personal faith in Him, our 
certain classes are nQted, and instrucliQn in the holy things of :the 'Lord, instrue- sins are forgiven, (Acts ,13:38). Such 
is given concerning each class. The pro- tion 'being ,given for restituUon in 'such forgiveness of sins c,ould come in no 
cedure to be followed in all is similar, case (vs. 14-19). other way, as the justice of 'God required 
with but a ,slight modification in certain II. THE ·SIGNIFICANCE 'OF THE thwt the sin question.'be dealt with. ~e 
cases. The first is that Qf bhe priestly 'OFFERING. could not Qvel'llook. sm, but now that lt 
class (vs. 8, 12). In this case a ,bullock The ,significance of the sin-offering ~ has. been dealt ~Ith; He ea~, on t~t 
without a blemis:h was the offering (v.8). 1ates first to the typical teaching wherein ~asI~, grant forgIveness. ThI~ blessm.g 
It was .brought to the d,oor 'Of the taber- our Lord is prefigured as <the great Sin- IS gIven to all who apply for It, and if 
nacle of the congregation, the offerer Offering, ,the Sinless Lamb of God (John any, fail to receive it, it -is the fault Qf 
laid his hand UlPon its head, 'and then 1:29), Wiho 'laid dQwn His life for sinf.u1 the individual, not of God. Such fQr-

, slew i.t (v. 4). The officiating :priest took men. Unlike the type His 'Offering was giveness is full, free, complete and 
the >blood into bhe tabernacle (v. 0), dip- made once for all (Heb. 9:24-.28), and His eternal. Justificatio~ is an added ·bless
ped his fin'ger in it, and sprinkled it blood is efficacious for the cleansing away ing in that while forgiveness .might 
"seven times Ibefore the Lord, ;before :the of alii sin (1 JGhn 1:7). In this: offering leave the past in· memory, justification 
v~H .of the s'anciuary". (v. 6). SOtDle of our Lord is seen as the Holy One' clears the past out of memGry, and the 
the blood ,was put upon the horna of Ibhe (Heb. 7:26),1:he ,Substitute (v. 4; 1 Pet. ~ustifie.d one stands befQre ,~ perfect 
aUar of incense in the holy place, and the 2:24), the. slam One ·(v. 4; I Cor. 1!5:3), In ChrIst Jesus, (Eph. 1:6), HIS sms are 
rest was poured out "at the .battom of whe;re blood! was poured out on- aecount blotted ,out, (Is. 418:,25), they are behind 
the altar ,of the burnt Qffering" (v. 7), of our sin, and .brought before the Father God's back to be remembered again no 
situated in the ~ur:tyard of the taber- f·or 'U:S (ys. 5-7; -Heb. ~:12) the offering more, (Heb. 8:'12). Note the blessed-
nacle. Various, parts were then sepa- of sweet savour unto,'Qad' (vs. 8-10; Eph. ness 'Of such a position. . 
ra.ted from the animal, 'as in the peace- 5:2), who suffered WIth.out the camp ·(vs. The manifestation of the righteous-
Iffering, and burnt on the altar (vs.8-10), I,l, 12; He'b. ~3:1!). • . . ness and mercy of God is clearly seen 
and the rest burnt without the camp (vs. . In .'th~~ffermg there !.8 a reco~Dltlo~ of in the provision made for his sa-Ivation. 
Ill, 12). In the case of ,the whole eon- 51-n, .IndIVIdual and nat!onal. There I~ a Sin is dealt with justly, and yet man is 
gregation which composed the second spec;tes of fal~e teae~Ing t~ay. w.hlch saved from its eternal consequences 
class (v. 18-21), the same procedure WI8IS dentes the realIty Qf SIn, treating It as aSh . . d' h f .' 
followed·, 'the elders Qf Israel,. representa- negation, 'and therefore non-exis,tent. uc an ~ttltu e on t ,e part >0 God IS 
tive ·of the nation, .Jayin, ·their hands Such' teaC'hin~ is both foolish and un- ~ue to HIS love for HIS creatures .. He 
upon the head .of the offenng (v. 16). In scriptural. Sin is positive, very lIDuch IS love, (John 4:8), an~ He so loved t~e 
relation ,110 rulers, co:mposing the third so in some cases, and is recognized by worl~ that He gave ~IS o~ly ~n to dIe 

. Class (vs. 22-26), a Ikid 'Of the goats was God as an ever-present evil. Denial Qf fQr It, (John 3:16) •. It IS His nature, 
the offe:r.ing specified, "a m&ile. without the existence of a :reality does' not dismiss therefore, to be me~clful. He seeks not 
blemish" (v. 28). The hand of the offererits';presen~, it Qnly;places us' in a greater the death ~f the sI~ner, b~t that all 
was 'laid upon it as in the other classes, danger 'Of Its power. . There must be re- s~Quld come unto HIm 'and hve, (2 Pe~. 
but in ·bhis case there is a difference in cognition of sin on the part of the sinner 3:9).. The duty of .ma~ is, th~r,efore, 
relation to the dispos~l .of the hlood~ This before there can be forgiveness. It is clear. He shQuld trust HIm. :radmg to 
was ta~en by the prIest, some of It put wel'l to note the' fact that God. takes ac- do so he must bear the eternal conse
upon the hOrrI$ .of the altar Qf burnt, cOl,Int of nation'al sins (v. 18), as well as quences of his sins. God has done His 
4ffering,. and ~hen PO'Ul1'ed out at the bot- of the individual kinq,. Nations were utmost to make salyation possible~ 
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OUR LORD "IN THE MIDST: .breadth of our Cqnve~tion, the Lord will of the Swift's product which they pro-
During the past few weeks, the visit the churches with revival fire. cure and which seems to carry a breath 

churches of the Union have had a visita- • • * * of home with it as the Canadian factory 
tion of blessing that has filled hear·ts LIBERIA. is so well known to her. 
with pI'aises and has swept many into A eaJble advises that the outgoi'ng * • * • 
the Kingdom. Some forty baptisms are mlsl'onaries reached Liverpool, England, SOUTH LONDON. 
reported from Home Mission fields alone on Monday morning, December 7th, From the South London Regular Bap-
'and the waters have been stirred after Ii good voy,age. During the five tist.s a greeting is sent to the churches 
throughout the churches of the Conven- days in Lond(ln;. the missionary party with the following rePO<,l"t: 
tion in a way that has not been mani- are being entertained in the home of "The past three weeks have been for 
fest for many days. friends of Rev. and Mrs. Hancox. They us momentous ones, since our breaki·ng 

The report of the special meetings at will have much to do before they sail on away from those of our ;brethren at 
the Westboro Church for 'which prayer Saturday, December 1·2th, and again we Wortley Road Church, who decided that 
was asked in a recent issue is given with remind our readers of their prayer cove- they would have no more to do with the 
thanksgiving and the Pastor's own words r.ant with the Lord concerning these one who was mightily used of 'God to 
are used: messengers.. lead them out (If· the wilderness of 

"Y()U will be glad to kn(lw that we are And from Liberia, in .response to the mooernisM; 00 more to do with the 
havi·nga shower of blessing at West- cable sent advising ()f the .going (If Rev. Union wtth its fellowsh·ip and attending 
boro. Rev. ICIiffO'l"d J. Loney was wtth and Mrs. Hancox and Miss Stacey, the blessings, and voted for independence. 
us for the week of November 29th and following message is received: "All 'ar- For s·ome, it meant severance from a 
souls were saved at every service. Thir~ rangements are made. ·Greetings. church sanctuary where they had w.or-
teen qecisions were registered during Davey." shipped for many years, where they had 
the week and every convert was a real One can surely read between the words been used .of God f(lr the furtherance of 
work of grace. Mr. Loney and 'I dealt and catch something of the expectancy His Kingdom on earth, parting with 
with two y.oung men until .L1.30 Sunday and anticipation with· which prepara- those with whom in the past, 'They took 
night and saw them get the victory. A tions are made for the new missionaries. sweet oounseoJ together and walked into 
young boy of nine is witnessing and In reporting the labors of our workers the House of GOO as friends', but, thank 
testifies that it took him tthIree recesses in Liberia, we have probably kept :flo God, Zion does not break up when the 
to will his chum. 'Eight members of ihis telling of the advances being made and assembly is gone, it remains; it abides; 
household have come to the Lord. of the people, neglecting possibly to give we do not leave the holiness in the ma-

"Two meetings were held for children a picture of the land itself. If this has terial house, for it never was . in the 
when a total of about three hundred been the case, the f.ollowing article from stone and wood, but only in the living 
heard the Gospel in object sermons. .the official publication of the Swift Com- assembly of the faithful. God opened 
There were many decisions among the pany will 'be enjoyed. . The article ac- up the way and provided us with a large 
boys and gids and every name was companied a lette!r . from Mrs. Mellish schoolroom where we can assemble and 
taken .of those' present. and. is illustrated by a picture taken by meet together and worship the Lord in 

"Sunday night was a mountain top our missionanes. . the beauty of holiness: . 
experience. . Six 'accepted Christ, three "If you know how Africa looks on the 'Jesus where'er Thy people meet, 
m(lre came to a decision on' Ibaptism. map, you will remember how the upper There they ibeh(lld Thy mercy seat; 
Nine who were baptized In the early third of the western coastline bulges out Wher'er they seek Thee, Thou art found; 
part of the service were joined by five into the ocean then r~cedes abruptly' to- And every place is hallowed ground.' 
others who came forw&ll."d for church wards the east. Well, tucked up under "We were .greatly cheered and en
membership and all . fourlteen received that bulge, nestUng, so to speak, undell" couraged to have Brother Atkin&on with 
the hand ·of fellowship at the largest the wing ·of the dark continent, is the us the first Sunday, then BrOither Wood 
communion ser-vice we have .yet held. vest-pocket sized country of Liberia. and Brother W. S. Whitcomlbe. We thank 
Many .others are thinking seriously and "The country extends inland for about God for these brethren and take courage. 
will, no doubt, make their decisions 200 miles, but only within the first 25 Next Lord's day we are looking forward 
soon. miles is there civilization. Beyond this and wiH welcome to his home, Student-

"Our people &ll."e rejoicing in the bless- limit lives 95 per cent. .of the popula- Pastor Robert Brackstone. 
ing . and the Pastor witnesses that tilin. "The Union Baptists of SO-uth London 
preaching IS .the most enjoyable Ibusiness "Among the few white people in are oonfident that. the Lord is' calling 
on earth. The church has invited .Liberia are the missionaries, those them out ;to a place of larger service 
Brother Loney to come ·back again in pIoneers of Christianity who are to Ibe and 8I1"e praying that no opportunity be 
February. Our belo·ved President is an found in all the odd, wild corners of the lost, but that the whole district will be 
evangelist of the first oo:der and is most earth. It was from the Canadian-born reached with the gospel of God's grace, 
practical, thorough and so sincerely wife of one of these that the following 'Thanks be unro God which always 
humble that all who heard his marvel- letter was received by Swift Canadian leadeth us in trilJmph in Christ and 
lous messages are calling out for moOre. Company, Ltd., Toronto.'" . maketh manifest through us· the savour 
May God keep the fires burning!" In the letter, Mrs. Mellish tells 8()me- of his knowle~ge in every place'. We 

'. With the Rev. Donald Fraser, we join thing of the work and refers to hell.' love are dependin.g· upon God-He never 
in prayer that through the length and for anything Canadian, .making mention fails." 

• THE TEN PLAGUES'--,-(Continited 'from page 9) 
born. We covered that recently in the Bible School. . Thus far, I think we find the God of the Old Testa
Those of us who are Christians know the significance .of ment none other than the God and Father of our Lord 
it. We 'know that. Christ, our Passover,. was sacrificed and Saviour Jesus Christ. The revelation of God's pur
'for us. Study it well, and there you will see the ·whole pose in the Old .Testament, interpreted in the light of 
scheme of. redemption foreshadowed, salvation 'by the ~he New, is found to be precisely .the same as in the New, 
blood: "When I see the blood I will pass over you." J.t in perfect agreement with it; and that the Old 'Festa
is in that particular connection it is said, "These things ment saints, like the Ne~ Testament saints, were saved 
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written. by· grace through faith: Notwithstanding God had re
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world .. ' serv~d SOme better thing, that they without us, or, apart 
are come." from us, should not be made perfect. 
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