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Holy Laughter 
There is a "foolish jesting which is not convenient", 

and there is a laughter that is nothing better than the 
laughter of fools. But when God has done things for His 
people, they may well exdaim, "Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing." There 
are still to be found a few people who seem to doubt the 
piety of anyone who is happy, and' who assume that a 
perpetual frown is an infallible sign of superior spiritu
ality. 

In a certain Sunday evening prayer meeting, preceding 
the· regular service, held not long. ago, one of the 
lugubrious brethren prayed that the Pastor might, at that 
evening service, be prevented from saying anything. that 
would make people laugh .. We intend no reflection upon 

, the brother's sincerity, or even upon his piety, and desire 
. only to magnify the Lord's faithfulness in recording that 

this ?ear brother's prayer was not answered on that 
occasIOn. 

The-brother asked for something which was certainly 
contra~y ·to the will of ·God. God would not have given a 
baby dImples or laughing eyes had He intended it always 
to look as solemn as an owl. We live in a very sick and 
':jeary w?r1d, and when. the merriment is of the right sort, 
a merry heart doeth good like a medicine." 
"We believe this to be literally true. A merry heart 

may have some relation to a sound stomach, and often 
the ripple of laughter indicates a healthy body and a 
healthy mind. Wh~n a Christian cannot laugh, there 
~ust be sOf!1ething wrong with him. We may well ques
bon the legItimacy of our occupati,on if it takes all merri
ment from our hearts and the smile from our 'faces. 

"A merry heart maketh ,a cheerful countenance." " The 
Lord's people ought, under all circumstances, to be of 
good cheer. They ought not only to be cheerful them
selv,es, but they ought to be able to reflect their cheerful
ness in cheerful .countenances, thereby spreading good 
cheer everywhere. This can be done only as we are 
merry-hearted. , 

Our Lord Himself, in His matchless story of the prod, 
igal, climaxed His recital of the flood o£.gladness which 
flowed at his home-coming by saying, "And they began 
to be merry." 

Somewhere we have read a story of a happy gathering 
of ministers. The brethren had been telling each other 

some of their amusing experiences, and gales of laughter 
had swept the assembly. But otie of the brethren, ap
parently of a sombre and funereal spirit, rose, and, ad
dressing the Chair, rebuked his brother-ministers, telling 
them that 'they could employ their time more fittingly by 
weeping over their sins. To this the Chairman replied, in 
effect. that there was no doubt they all had reason not 
only to lament their shortcomings, but to weep over th.eir 
sins, and added, "Will Brother So-and-So please lead us 
in weeping?" It was a fitting rebuke to a senseless ob
jection. Certainly th,ere is a place for repentance and 
tears, but if Christ is in the heart, there may well be 
laughter o~ our lips.' . 

One thing we are sure of, when we get to heaven God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes; but in that pit-

'ture of ultimate blessedness there is not the remotest 
suggestion that the redeemed saints will have lost their 
capacity for merriment. The fact is, "He that is of a 
merry heart hath a continual feas~.'~ Why should we 
not lay up a store of wit and humOur in our memories 
as well as .the profoundest wisdom, so that in our medi
tation we can call to' our minds the happy, and even the 
funny experiences of life, that therewith we may chase 
the gloom away? " 

The church which this writer serves is highly hlessed 
in having a deacon who knows how to lean prayer meet
ings. There is a room next to the Pastor's vestry at the 
church which serves sometimes as a waiting-room, but" 
to which the deacons come. Not thinking of the Pastor's 
being next door - or, we dare s,ay, not caring whether 
he was heard or not - we heard this one deacon-laugh-

, ingly remark that a certain brother who was accusto~ned 
to offer long prayers which were largely made up of vain 
repetitions, had been rebuked by the ,deacon who opens 
all the. prayer meetings.; whereupon the lung-metre 
brother decided that Deacon Greenway was a bit too 
facetious, and occasionally said things to make people 
laugh. To,this we heard our good deacon respond, "Well, 
when I can no longer laugh, I want to be buried." \Ve 
thereupon turned Methodist, and literally shouted, 
"Amen" I 

What would be the use o~ living if the sense of 
humour were take~ from us? We rejoice in the things 
of God., We· are happy in the Lord's service. We will 
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welcome anyone to our study who will give us something 
!hat will provoke a wholesome hearty laugh. And here 
IS one of tpem. We culled it from The British Weekly, 
a story told by Dr. Howard of Fifth Avenue Church, 
New York City: "A Scotch minister once 'said to one 
of his elders, 'I am getting old, and I think I had better 
retire'; whereupon the elder replied, 'Minister, that :11akes 
it unanimous' " f . 

If the prayer that the minister might be prevented from 
saying anything to make people laugh could be answered 
in our experience, we should be disposed to ask the 
brother to render us the further service of being good 
enough to pray that we might be relieved from the obliga
tion of preaching at all. We verily believe that a minister, 
engaged. in his holy task of preaching .the gospel, and 
administering the affairs of a ·church, if he has a proper 
sense of humour, can get more real fun out of his job 
than any comedian who ever made a profession of being 
funny. By all means, let us' laugh. And let us pray
and laugh because we know how to pray. 

FORETELLING THE FUTURE 
The modern attitude to the prophet is that he is simply 

~ ~an ~f his time whose clear vision gave him a deeper 
mSIght mto the tendencies of his time. When he does 
definitely predict some specific future even't it is the re
sult of shrewd guessing or "presentments" from un
toward conditions. 

Now that is quite different from the prophet's own 
attitude toward his task. There was no guessing about it 
as far as h-e was concerned. He dealt in certainties. It 
was not the result of a process of reasoning, but a part 
of the body of r.evealed truth. Prediction was a prom
inent and essential part of prophecy. They.claimed to be 
seers, and they requested the . peOple to apply the same 
tests to the words of the false prophets that they did to 
the true, that is, if the. thing predicted come not to pass, 
God has not spoken. To make it easy for them to apply 
the test, Isaiah in several instances predicts events which 
were to occur withJ . .J1 a few years and in each case the 
event followed as pr'edicted. 

It is impossible to do justice to the tremendous influ
ence of the prophet, to recognize his unique position, until 
we are willing to accept his own word in regard to the 
sour.ces of his knowledge, of the future. He proclaims 
his conviction of approaching judgment not from his con
viction that sin must be punished but from divine revela
tion'; .SQ his f.ai;th in a future .restoration is based upon 
Jehovah's promise to him, rather than upon any process 
of reasoning from his ideas of Jehovah's character. 

There is a very bleak side in our modern critical atti
tude toward questions of revelation. What does not ap
pear "rational" to the modern mind is ignored or rejected. 
The droning world chained to appearances is quite vyilling 
to have the pulpit, the Senate or the college deny or Ignore· 
elements' whkh place the prophets in a class apart .. It is 
curious, too, that with that spirit supreme there probably 
never was a period in human experience when the masses 
of people were so ready to follow every specious delusion. 
Not only the credulous but the critical public follow these 
new messiahs. To these eager seekers nothing is in
credible unless it seems ordinary. The London courts 
have been appealed to but now to restrain a publisher 
from issuing a MMS. written by that charming novelist, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, regarding the end of the world. 

" 

The information had come in a hundred different sources 
through excellent mediums that the end is about due. 
An Am~rican co-operator says that six months trom a 
year last January could be relied upon, but as the time 
is already lapsed, the tidal waves and earthquakes that 
will put a period to history may be expected at any 
moment. If a modern medium could repeat the per
formance of the Witch of Endor there would be some
thing to talk ~bout. The ancient people who believed in 
the prophet sIlenced the witch; the modernist in his 
"r.ational" pri?e rejects the prophet and embraces the 
WItch. The ~Ide of hysteria never ebbs. Spiritualism 
'answers. man's longing for immortality with bells, ecto
plasm and fireworks. 

. Hardly a day passes but some new inspired fakir ap
pears ready to orient the soul through the machinery of 
occult religion. The Saturday publication of any New 
York newspaper will give one an idea of these new cults 
that flourish in the Borough of Manhattan, and Detroit 
can make New York look Eke the home of old-time re
ligion. It is not an age of douqt; it is an age of incred
ible faith, of credulity that appears as a permanent state 
of mind. Paul speaks of the Romans of the first cen
tury as becoming vain in their reasonings, their senseless 
hearts darkened. Professing themselves to be wise they 
became fools,-that and many other hard and bitter things 
he says in the first chapter of his letter to the people of 
that ancient city. . ' . . 

There is apparently no way of perpetuating the pro
phetic succession. They did indeed start in the ancient 
days a school of the prophets; but they apparently got 
discouraged when Saul appeared as an ·undergraduate. 
We do claim to have an unbroken continuity of priests, 
but with only moderate results. Could we have a school 
of the prophets it would pay any nation to spend millions 
for its endowment - no matter how few the graduates. 
We have our mediums that chirp and mutter and it serves 
us right. The prophets were intensely p~actical in the 
performance of their life work, yet in the highest sense 
they were the true idealists. Forms, which commanded 
the-attention of the priests, were by them lightly esteemed. 
The object of all their endeavours was to realize in the 
life of the nation this ideal, the key-note of which is 
also the goal of Christianity, "Thy will be done." They 
were the ones who unceasingly bore onward the divinely 
lighted torch which guided the people through prosperity 
and through calamity to their divinely ap~ointed mission. 

-From The Montreal Star. 

BOOKS BY DR. SHIELDS 
"THE ADVENTURJi!S OF A MODERN YOUNG MAN" 

A series of sermons on the parable of the prodigal and 
. his brother. 

"CHRisT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 
A series of Thursday evening Bible Lectures from 
Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HISTORY." 

N series of sermons preached in Jarvis Street Clutch. 
on "The Trial of Jesus." . 

Price Fifty Cents a Volume Postpaid. 
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t!tbt . Jarbt~ ferrett ~ulpit 
CAN WE BE SURE THAT THE END OF THE AGE IS NEAR? 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, November 15th, 193I. 

(Stenograpihically Repo;rted) . 

"Tperef.ore be ye als'O ready: f·or. in ,such an hour as ye think not the' Son of man cometh."-Matthew 2'4:44. 

Prayer by Rev. W. Gordon Brown. revealed. So~etimes he mixes the truth with error, and 
Almighty -God, Who ha;stenjoined us in T,hy Wor4 to P!'ur by means of half-truths accomplishes his fell pu~poses. 

out our hearts before Thee, we come at this everung tllne Sometimes he transforms himself as an angel <?f hght,
to do so. Our thoughts are after ·Thee·. Justice and judg- and his servants also <llf'Ipear as ministers of righteou.sness. 
ment are the foundations of Thy throne; but while right- -.I:" b 
eousness hath looked down from heavlm, truth hath sprung He is ready always to use those who are 'led capt1~e y 
oU:t of the earllr. Jus·tice and love 'have held tryst in the him at his will-and equally ready to cause the Lord's 
cross of our Lord Jesus Ghrist.- We :rejoiee ·in these, Thy own people to stumble, and to lead -them into bypaths 
glorious attributes, made kno,wn to our minds. wherein they become entangled with error. 

We would give Thee oq,r ~ffections, 0 ChTist. We cannot '1 h 
bring Thee crowns'. of g,old bedecked :with gems-and we There is rio great doctrine which the dev! as not per-
would not if we could, 'because the S'acrifices of God are a verted for his purpose. The doctrine of the atonement 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite hearl, 0 God, thou has thus often been discredited. So has the great truth 
wilt not despise. We come to give Thee the best we have, of the election of grace. It has heen made an excuse, 
our love. BecanIse Thou hast first loved us, we 'W·ould return, and .sometimes almost a ]'ustification, for all kinds of ini
in our own faint measure, some ·of the love to The·e which 
Thou hast shown so mercifully and bountifully unto U'S. quity. The truth of the Spirit's ministry ha~ .been per-

"Our wills are our.s, we know not how; verted; and associated with vagaries and extravagances 
Our wills are ours to make them Thine." which are bound to discredit the tru.th in the view of such, 

M·any a time !have we sung ~f our wrrender unto Thee- to use a scriptural phrase, as are "of a sound mind". 
and that s·incerely, we trust. Bu·t to-night we would again And especially has· the truth of our Lord's. r~turn been 
hand over the helm ·of OUT lives to the great Pilot, that He thus taken out of its place, and set forth out of proportion 
may guide us in His way,' . f 

So, 0 Lord, we beseech Th'ee that Thy grace in us may en- to the whole scheme of things, until in the VIew 0 some 
. able us day by day to show f·or.th the praises of Him Who that which is designed to be an inspiration and comfort to 

hath caned us out of darknes,s into His marvellous light, Gods' believing people, has become almost the opposite. 
in order that we may be the light of the world as Chr~st Perhaps there is scarcely any truth of the Scripture 
commanded us rbo be. May the illumination of the divine 
Spirit Slbine in and out, that the sinS' ·of the body and of the which has been so caricatured, so grossly misrep,resented, 
dispos-ition maY' be conquered, and the w.hole apn,os'Ph~re of by those who have attempted to identify times and sea
our being may breathe the f,r-agran'Ce of heavenamrd the sons, and to read the face of the clock of God's purposes, 
mire and muck of earth. declaring when, and how, and under what circumstances,' W·e ,beseech of Thee for the preaching' of Thy gospel. 
Thou art the great Head of the church, and yet we think of the Lord will return. The predicted date has come and . 
some 'PIa·ces called Ohristian where a different gospel is passed, and the fanaticism which accompanied the pro
;preacl1ed w:hich is not another. Have mercy, 0 Lord, upon phecy has died down; but the truth which lay at ,the 
the s'o,u.lsr of the hearers. Let them not be :blinded 'by a gospel heart of it has been discredited, and its perversion made 
of works. Thro;ugh it all, may they in some way be' drawn '. f k b l' I . . 
.back to the Bilble, ·and to the Christ of the cross, Who alone an occaSlOn or moc ery to un e levers. t IS Important 
can save them. . . that believers should learn to prophesy according to the 

Grant that every true missionary of rfihe cross may be proportion of faith, and to relate one truth to another, 
strengthened with might in the inner man; that -God may, in so that we may have a symmetrical, proportionate, view 
a ·peculiar . way, dwell :in ~ilID ·as he prea'ches at thi'sr hour. of things, that we may not magnify some aspects of truth 

:We beseech that in this service Thou wilt grant us'.a blessed 
unf.olding of som·!;! of the treasures of Thy Word. May we at the expense of others. 
see things new andol'd. There are s,ome here' who hav.e not I have myself often been pained by the ~travagances, 
kno,wn ChriS't, to whom He has appeared asa. root out o,f a by the fantasies of many of whose sincerity one can have 
dry ,ground, having no form nor comeliness. Grant that d b B h 
they may ihave their blind eyeS' opened· to the loveliness of no ou t. ut t ere are some who, with a mere smat-
Jesus, and their hearts unlocked to receive Him. May they tering of knowledge of the Word of God, jump to con
turn :to Him for refu.ge, and flee to His cr·oss for s'afety. Save clusions, and are as oracular as though they were speak
us With Thy great salvat~!ln" ing by authoritY'of a special divine revelation. No man,. 

Then, 0 Lord, keep US' facing toward the dawning of,the whatever his experience, is immune from the assaults of' 
day whieh shall .be the day of the Son of man. Wlhen WTOn:gS . 
shall be set right, when the kingdom of God l5!hall come, and error. We must remember the pro1,1ouncement of Scrip
His tabernacle shall be with men, and 'He shall be their God. ture, where the Bereans were described as being "more 
We' as·k it in the name of our victorious Christ, Amen. noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 

. i the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
Our great adversary, the devil, was described by our scriptures daily, whether those things were so". 

Lord as "a liar, and the father of it". He hates the truth, . All.~hat any preacher can do is to encourage people to 
as all evil-doers hate it; but he hates the truth morE' than mvestlgate the Word of God for themselves, arid to reach 
all others because he has greater reason to fear it. their conclusions from their personal study of that which 

We are not ignorant of ·his devices. He has his own is revealed. . . 
way of discrediting the doctrines of the gospel. Some- We live in a day when many are discussing the end 
times he openly opposes the truth. Sometimes he raises of the age. Nor is ·it surprising, under conditions .now 
up men whom he inspires flatly to' deny that which is ~btaining, that many should enquire anxiously as to 
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whether we are living in the eveningtime of this dispensa
tion. It is not difficult to make out a case for that 
view, nor do I presume to say that such a view is incorrect. 

There are those who point to the passion for pleasure 
of our day, and they quote us the scripture about"men's 
being "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of G?d . And 
certainly we liye in an age of sport, when m1:llt1tudes of 
people seem to live chiefly to have a good tIme. Even 
in hard times, and amid much distress, plact:;.s of. amuse
ment seem able always to flourish. I recogmze that 
there is much to be said on that score. 

Then of course attention is called to "wars and rumors 
of war;". A fev-l years ago when the Great War broke 
out it filled us with .alarm. I remember I was 'by the 
lak~side, and having received .that news (I think it was 
Saturday night) I got away wIth. my Book ~unday morn
ing to read through the book of Revelatton. an~ .other 
scriptures. But w~ have come upon days WhICh m so~e 
respects are more difficult than those. There are stIll 
wars and rumors of wars. A man of prominence and 

• great' distinction in Canadian life, Sir Arthur Currie, re
cently warned us that war was not yet outlawed, that !t 
might come again. Some of the pacificists declared hIS 
statement to have been unwise. Perhaps it was, although 
personally I do not think so; I am sure it wa~ a v.ery 
sane presentation of fact, for anybody who says we have 
reached the time when there can be no more war must, 
at least in my jUdgment, be very dense. 

The Bible' speaks about "earthquakes in divers places". 
We have had some earthquakes, and there are those who 
point to these and say they are infallible signs of the 
near approach of the end. 

Then, very particularly' of course, .~he .wide departure 
from the faith is spoken of as the begmmng of the great 
apostasy. Surely we must recognize that there ·is much 
to be said on all these counts. Certainly rri~n have de
parted from the faith il) a wholesale, general, and almost 
universal fashion. There is no doubt about that. It is 
no longer possible to preach the gospel of God's grace, 
or to 'abide by the authority of Holy Scripture, without 
advertising one's self as 'a king of anachronist, someone 
who ought to have passed long ago. 

I shall not minimize the importance, the seriousness, 
of that consideration. And yet I call your attention to 
the fact that in some measure this has always been true. 
When was there a day when natural men were not 
"lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God"? When 
was there a day when there were not "wars and rumours 
of wars"? Earthquakes have"taken place from time im
memorial, and I am inclined to think that some of our 
geologists fail 'sometimes to take that ·cataclysmic principle 
into due consideration. Who knows what upheavals have 
taken place, or what transformations of the' earth's sur
face have been effected by great upheavals from time to 
time? . 

I "say, there have been departures from the faith. I 
know it is said that all standards are being destroyed
and that is true. There has been a lowering of the moral 
standards of life ever since the war. It seems as though 
a tide of license has ·been let loose upon the world. That 
must be recognized. And y~t, I am not sure that we are 
quite right in assuming tha.t, at that point, we are in 
darker days, or facing more serious conditions, than our 
forebears. 

I remember going into an bntario museum a few years 
ago, where I saw a sheet of paper; a kind of hand-bill, 

somewhat crudely printed. It purported to give ~n ~ac
count of "the last hours of two condemned persons ,t,,:o 
persons condemned to death, who were to be h~nged .m 
Little Y Qrk, in Toronto. One of them was a httle g:Ir1 
of twelve years of age, and she was to be h~nged for steal
ing six silver spoons' from her mistress m Toront~, or 
somewhere adjacent thereto. Suppose such an atrocIty as 
that were mooted in our day? Whatever you may s~y 
about the lowering of standards, I v~ntur~ to 3;ffirn?- that 
vou could not find a man or woman In thIS enttre CIty of 
Toronto so debased that their conscience would approve 
of such an outrage as that. 

I have been in the Tower of London, and have seen 
. the instruments of torture which were used there. I have 
stood at Smithfield. I have read something of the record 
of the 'burning of those who gave their lives for the faith 
in days gone by. I have walked through the rooms of 
Hampton Court where Henry the Eighth of unsavory 
memory held court, where a king upon the throne, when 
he got tired of one wife, just ohopped her head off; and 
who left the Roman Catholic Church, and made the Ang
lkan Establishment independent, because the Pop~ wo?ld 
not approve of his immorality. He was an Enghsh kmg 
upon the throne. Thank God we do not live in days like 
that We have never had to blush for any action per
for~ed by his gracious Majesty, King George the ~ifth. 
whom we all delight to honour as a man of unblemIshed" 
record. \ 
. I admit, with you all, the general religious d~clension 
here, in the United States, and in the land to WhICh many 
of us look with affection and .gratitude as the land of our 
birtli; but, after all, I am not sure that people are· right 
in saying that the standards of life everywhere have stead
ily declined, and that this is the worst day the world .eyer 
saw. No man in England to-day can come to any poSItIon 
of prominence in the life of t.he nation, upon .who~e 
escutcheon there is any moral stam. And no man.I.n th.IS 
country could lift up his head, and occupy a. POSItIon In 

the government of the land, who was 'not at least out
wardly moral and respectable. 

\Vhat I fear when people seem almost to enjoy paint
ing a dark picture is that we may lose our perspective, 
that we may see things out of proportion altogether. I 
·sav there have been declensions from the faith before 
no~. I suppose I have had my full share of opposition 
on account of our allegiance to the Book. I do not think 
anybody can accuse me of running away frOm difficulty 
on that account. Surely we have had enemies enough. 

Only last week I read of a young man in the sixteenth 
century who had b~en converted, and who openly ex
pressed his opinion that. in the sacrifice of the Mass, the 
bread was not the body of Christ, nor the wine His blood. 
That boy was taken from court to court, until at last 
he was brought to the stake-and a lad of eighteen burned 
for believing in the simplicity of the New Testament, and 
denying the doctrine of transubstantiation. . 

It is all very well for people to talk.about the bme of 
the end but I wonder if some whose orthodoxy is so in
separably associated with these eschatological fantasies 
-I wonder how long some of them would stand in the 
face of such persecution as that? Some of them cannat 
be patient with you if you disagree with them on some 
aspects of the millennium. 

Think of the days of Luther and co~sider the religious 
condition of the world at that .time. Who of us, even in 
this dark day, would prefer the days of Luther to the days 
in which we now live? They were every whit as dark 
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as this. And there were people in those cj.ays who be
lieved they were in the last days, and who openly iden
tified the Pope with Antichrist. From then forward there 
have been days of terrible' departure, even in dear- old. 
England in the eighteenth century, and here on this con
tinent too .. 

What does it mean? By all ~eans, let us st?dX the 
prophetic s~riptures which describe the characterIsbcs of 
the last days, but remember-remember---{:hat ~eter said 
on the day of Pentecost, "This is that which was spoken 
by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, I will po~r out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophecy; 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams; and on my servants and on my hand
maidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy." The "last days" are not the few 
years of your life and mine: the "last days" of Scriptur-e 
are the whole gospel dispensation. 

We need to take a long view of these things. I do not 
.say that we are not· in the last days. I do not know. I 
think I probably know as well as you .do. Some of you 
may be very, very positive-but you will.have to be posi
tive for yourself. That is well enough, but my own con
viction is that nobody' is sure, or· can be sure. When 
brought into the light of history and of Scripture, the 
whole question is beset with difficulties. 

I think however, we may certainly take all these signs 
as indicating ·that the Script.ure does point to a .time of 
crisis. I 'submit that evolutIon, that popular phllosophy 
which, in my thought, is nothing but a delusion,-you 
may call me ignorant for say~ng .th~t,. but I sa¥ th~t e~ol
ution can find no analogy In Ind1Vldtial or social h~e, 
whether in the limited or the larger sphere.' Nature It
self progresses on the principle of crisis. We were here 
this morning, and we did 'not need the ·electric light. We 
lived through the day, and the night came down.. Night 
succeeds day, and day, night, in the plan and purpose of 
God. There are cold and heat, seedtime and harvest, 
summer and winter. Birth is a crisis. Death ·is a crisis. 

If you look 'at the analogies of histo;y you wi!l. find 
that there -is no support for the assumptlOn of an 1mper
·ceptible· evolutionary development of things. The race 
has progressed on the principle of crisis. It is God's way. 
This a:ge, this dispensation, will not continue indefi:nitely. 
As God said before the flood, "My spirit shall not always 
strive with rna!)", so may it be said now that a time of 
crisis will come. The age will end. The world wi:ll not 
gradually be evolved into a condition of millennial glory. 

. I have frequently told you that I am a Premillennialist. 
I cannot find any support in Scripture for the assumption 
that a condition of millennial blessedness-whatever the 
millennium is-is to be brought about prior to the Lord's 
return. I do not believe there is scriptural warrant for 
that belief. "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?" . When He comes He will find men 
"lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God", men with 

. their faces set against God, and their whole lives directed 
in rebellion against Him. 

But that will be no new thing. It was so in the days 
of Noah. It was so in the days of Lot. It was so in the 
days of the Canaanites. It was so when God visited His 
people, and carr-ied them away into Babylon. It was so 
when He hlotted the Ten Tribes out-not from remem
brance, but from appearance on the earth. God has ever 
been judging the' nation's people .. Sin is a hocrible thing. 

It always leads men away from God .. The or;tl~ r~aso.n 
this world has not been consumed by Its own 1mqUlty IS 
that we have been restrained by its. gracious Ruler Who 
added the Law because of tr~nsgression until the Seed 
should come, and Who is long-suffering to usward, "not 
wiIIing_ that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance". . 

That we are moving toward a crisis n?body car;t doubt. 
But do not be carried away by a paSSIon for sIgns.. I 
heard Santa Claus---<lid yo'u? . He gave much good adVIce. 
He said something like this: "Boys and girls, remember: 
no prying into the cupboard; no tearing open pac~ages; 
· no investigating dark corners between now and Christmas 
morning." I remember reading in a semon of Mr. Spur
geon~s, words to ,this effect: Wer~ I to go to a great 
storehouse to fin'd a . package belongIng to me, and turn
ing over parcel after parcel were to come upon one 
labelled "This is not for you", I should put it aside. 

"It i~ not for, you to . know the times or the seasons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power." I care 

· not who. the scholar is, or what his degree, any man, any
where whoever he may be, who presumes to set a date for 
the ~rd's return, or even an approximate 'date--to put 
into men's minds the idea that it is possible for any mortal 
to know when Jesus Christ will come, is not teaching ac
cording to the Word of God. "It is not fOf" you." When
ever you hear a man talking that nonsense you would be 
wise to go home, for he is not a safe teacher. "Be ye 

. also ready; for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh." 

He is coming, pr-aise His name t His coming in power 
and great glory is just as certain as His coming to be my 
Substitute and Sacrifice. He is coming again, however 
long pelayed that coming may be. The main thing is to 
know that we need to be prepared for His coming .. Our 
Lord said, "Be ready.". . 

There are people who think they need no preparation. 
Occasionally I have attended funerals which I have not 
had to conduct, and' I have been pained and shocked when 
no word was spoken of the necessity of regeneration, o.r 
of the cleansing blood. One might suppose that a man 
may live in sin, and go the full. length of iniquity,. and 
depart this life and go ,into the presence of God unafraid. 
That is not the teaching of the Wo~d of God.. It will 
profit us more to think of these simple, practical, things, 
and relate them t6 the larger measures, so that we may 
be rea:dy when the Lord shall come. 

I suppose there is scarcely a man or woman here who 
would not be filled with fear, with some apprehension, 
if the Lord. should come at this moment: You say, "I 
am ready" ?-"Let him that thinketh he standeth, take 
heed lest he fall." I fear- some here this evening are far, 
far from being ready. I remember reading somewhere 

· of the execution of a great criminal, apd r-eading the re
port of 'an address delivered ·on the evening of the day 
of execution. I do not remember who the preacher was, 
but he referred'to this brazen criminal whose guilt had 
heen proved up to the hilt, as a man who had "strutted 
into the presence of God this morning" . 

How many here are ready if Jesus Christ should come? 
He Himself tells' 11S that when at last He shall come, He 
will not find very many ready. They were not rea:dy when 
the flood came. Right up to the very day when the win
dows of heaven were opened, they ate, and drank, and 

-were married and given in marriage. They went on in 
the regular course of life, and "knew nC?t until the flood 
came, and took them all away". 

.. 
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It was the same with Sodom and Gomorrah. They gave 
no heed to such testimony as Lot had given, but went on 
in their own way, until suddenly the fire from heaven fell. 
Our Lord said it will be like that when the Son of man 
shall be revealed, that He will come suddenly like the 
lightning, that He will come without warning like the 
thief. He will take the world unawares: "In such an 
hour as ye think, not the Son of man oometh." 

Our text refers to .the personal return of the Lord, 
it does not refer to death. There is a sense, however, 
in which our probation is ended, when death shan come. 
If the Lord does not come first, then Death must sum
mon us to leave this scene of action; and "in, such an 
hour as we think not", Death may come. But that is· not 
what this text actually mean~, although. the. principle is 
there. . 

What it really means is that we need preparation for 
the life that is beyond. How many here are prepared? 

What readiness do we need? Not something that will 
accord with our own standards of what is requisite, nor 
somet'hing that is in agreement with certain forms of 
religion. The readiness which we shall requiTe will be 
that which will pass muster in the presence of Jesus 
Christ Himself. If we are'to meet Him with joy, and not 
with grief, we must conform to His standards. 

What will He require ? You do not think He would be 
. satisfied with church membership, do you? You do noOt 
think the mere observance of a ceremony, baptism or the 
Lord's Supper, wUI prepare you to meet God face to face, 
do you? And certainly not our own righteousness, for 
He Him~elf said, "Except your righteousness shall exceed 
the r·ighteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." We need 
to be made ready. . 

\I\lhat does that mean? It is a. readiness that does not 
iq11-ore the past. We can none of us get away from our 
record. I read the other day of some man in Toronto 
who had been a decent citizen for many years. He had 
married, and. had a happy family. His wife looked upon 
him as a good man, who was kind to her and the children. 
a respectable and respected citizen, a go'od worker. But 
he was identified as a man who had broken jail years be
fore, a criminal out of jail. It did no good to say, "But 
that is all behind me. Look at my family, look at my 
wife and children. Go to the place where I am employed. 
Study my record as a citizen of this city; see if there is 
any blemish at all." There was none, but the Law did 
not pass over what had been done.· He could not get 
away from his record. 

Perhaps it might minister a temporary anodyne to our 
spirits and consciences to ~~y, "That is in the past. Do 
not worrv about that." A man wrote me last week from 
England - respecting a certain matter with which THE 
GOSPEL WITNESS had dealt, saying, "If we are to be 
damned for past misdeed~ no' one of usis likely to escape." 
I wrote back to him, saying, "Not one of us could escape 
of ourselves. The only way by which any of us can ever 
get rid of responsibility for our past deeds is to .repent 
of them, confess them, and turn away from them." It 
is folly to say, "Forget about that; never mind our yes
terdays". Our yesterdays are here. "Whatsoever.a man 
soweth, that shall lie also reap." rhe farmer who goes 
out to his fie1ds when the spr'ingtime comes, will find that 
the character of his fields in the spring will depend upon 
the treatment he gave them before winter set in. We 
are sowing every day we live, in thought, and word, and 
action. We are getting ready for the future in one way 

or another. And when ClJt last we come to stand hefore 
God, we shall have to have some means of dealing with 
!he p~st, of blotting ,it out, atoOning for it, getting rid of 
It, bemg divorced from it, or it will be like a millstone 
about our necks through all eternity. . . 

That is the failure of modern the010gy: it takes no ac
count of the past; it mqkes no provision for the life that 
is stained, by sin. "Be ye also ready." 

And what of our p·resent natures? Is any,body here 
ready to go to heaven? Are any of you ready to go to 
glory? A member of this church told me that he was 
going .home one evening, when he met 'a Ifriend, a pro
fessing Christian, who asked him where he had been. 
"At t' " "P . , I . prayer mee mg. rayer meetmg. t IS past ten 
o'clock. What time do you ,begin?" "Eight ·o'clock." 
"And you keep on foOr two hours at a prayer meeting! 
What do you do?" It is terribly irksome for some pro
fessing Christians to mediate upon the things of God. 
Their Bibles are shut, prayer meeting neglected, and yet 
they say, "We are bound for heaven." What would you 
do if you .got ,there ? You wouM be the most miserable 
c.reature in the universe-if you could be admitted. 
. I heard of a man once who was travelling in Europe 
111 very hot weather. He was wearing his overcoat all 
the time-and was shivering, while his .friends were per
spiring. Some p~ople always are-you know the type! 
They come to visit you, and hug the radiator all the time 
they are there! One dav a friend asked this man "How
ever do you endure that overcoat?" He replied: "I was 
born in the hottest city in the world, in the hottest month 
of the year, and on the hottest day o~f the month, at the 
hottest hour of the day: I was born at high noon. And 
whenever I get away from thClJt temperature I am cold." 
There was something in his nature that would not warm 
up! 

Weare going .to another· country where different con
ditions of life obtain, where Jesus Christ is supreme, 
where the Lamb is all the glory in Immanuel's land. If 
it is to be heaven for us; if there is to be any enjoyment 
of it, there must be some affini,ty in us foOr that Jand. 
Unless we are, by nature, fitted for conditions of life 
which there obtain we cannot he'ready when Jesus comes. 

How can we be ready? '.only He can make us ready. 
We have some missionaries going away very shortly: 
Mr. and Mrs. Hancox and Miss Stacey are going to 
Liberia, and Miss Marks is going to the Sudan. They 
have been getting ready. They are not taking fur coats, 
I fancy, unless it be to wear on the ship between here and 
England. But in order to know how to fit themselves for 
that life they must know something about the land to 
'yhich they are ·going. When Mr. Davey and Mr. Lewis 
went out two or three years ago, ou.r first missionaries, I 
happened to be in London. I went with them to the 
Liberian Consul, and afterward to some stores where 
they kept tropical outfits, pith helmets, and so on. Were 

. anybody 'to walk down tl)e Strand' dressed in apparel suit
able for Africa he would be an object of observation. 

We are going to heaven, and we had better find out 
how they dress there. It mak,es very little difference how 
they dress in Paris, or London, or New York; hut we. 
ought to k1;10W how they dress in heaven. And we must 
go to One Who can outfit us for heaven. And there is 
only One Who can do it, and that is Jesus Christ Himself. 
His robe of righteousness will be the robe we need to 
wear,-

\' 
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"Jesus, Thy. blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 
'Mid flaming worlds in these arrayed 
With joy shall I lift up my head." 

Are you ready? Hav~ you come to Jesus? Do you 
tt:ust Him? 

When should )IOU gf!t ready? "In such'an hour as ye 
think not the Son of man ,cometh." "When is He com
ing?" I do not know. "Will He 'come next week?" I 
do not know. "Will He come to-morrow?" I do not 
know. "Will He come to-night?" I do not know. "wm 
death come?" I do not know. 

A young man went to his professor one day and said, 
"Professor, if I should prepare to meet God a week be
fore my death, would that be all right?" "Yes", said 
the professor, "that would be all right. It does not take 
long to prepare to meet God. If you are prepared a week 
before your death it will be all right." "I am so glad' 
to know that," said the young man, "for I am a young 
fellow, and I need not worry about that." Said his 
teacher, "Are you sure you will live.a week?" . "No; I 
cannot be sure of that." "Are. you sure you will live 
three days?" "No." "Are you sure you will live until 
to-morrow?", "N 0." "Are you sure you will live half 
a day?" "No." "Are you absolutely ~ure you will be 
alive an, hour hence?" "No." "Could·you be positive that 
you will be alive five minutes from now?" The young 
fellow's face blanched as he said; "No; I cannot be sure 
of that." "No; it. does not take long to die", said the 
professor, "are you sure you will live for two minutes?" 
"No." "Then", said he, "now is the accepted time; be
hold, now is the day of salvation."-"In such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man cometh." 

In such an hour as we think not this present period of 
grace will be terminated, either by the personal return of 
the .Lord, or by death, and we shall have to stand before 
God. Let us be ready. That is my message this eve
ning: let us all be ready when Jesus comes, or when 
Death shall call for us. . 

Let us pray: 0 Lord, let Thy Holy- Spirit summon 
everyone of us this evening to action. Let the voice of 
the Son of God be heard. H there be a man or woman; 
boy or girl, in this assembly who came within these walls 
w1thout Christ, forbid that any such should leave unpre
pared' to meet Thee face to face~ This is Thy work. May 
the Spirit.of God constrain many to come, for Thy liame's 
sake, Amel;1. 

THE CALL OF MOSES 
\ A Lecture by' Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday 
Evening, November' 12th, 1931. Fifth in a Series of 

Thursday Evening 'Lectures on Biblical Theology, 
which are included in the CurricuIum of 

Toronto Bap~st Seminary. 
(Stenographically Reponed.) 

We shall glance this evening at the first six ,chapters of 
Exodus. As we approach this book 'we should bear in 
mind that the New Testament very specifically declares 
that the things which are here recorded respecting God's 
people Were divinely ordained. They were not the result 
of accident. There was no element of chance in it. "These 
things ha,ppened unto them for ensamples: and they are 

written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come." That means that the events themselves 
were providentially ordered with a view to their teaching 

. value. We have not only a divinely inspired record' of the 
events, but the events themselves were ordered of God, 
after which someone was moved of the Holy Ghost to 
write the history that we thereby might be admonished. 

There' is a principle enunicated by Peter also, which 
throws much light upon the matter of inspiration, when 
he speaks of those who prophesied of "the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it 
was revealed, that not unto themselves, but urito us they 
did minister the things, w'hich are now reported unto you, 
by them that hav!! preached the gospel unto you with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the 
angels desire to look into:" That is to say, the prophets 
themselves, 'when they wrote, did not understand all their 
own writings. 

Give careful thought to that pr.inciple in its bearing 
upon the doCtrine of inspiration; because there is a theory 
which is popular in some quarters, that the writers were 
inspired, but not their writings; that the Scriptures were 
written by inspired men, but that the Scriptures them
selves were not inspired. The Holy Ghost through Peter 
says explicitly that the Scri.ptures were inspired to the 
extent tha~ they were beyond the full understanding of 
those who wrote them. . 

Observe then, in the first place, respecting the exodus 
and the whole pilgrim journey of God's people from 
Egypt to Canaan, that it was divinely ordered, that the 
things which happened unto them might serve as types 
or ensamples for us; and Peter says' that those who' pro
ph!,!sied of the sufferings of Christ-and I suppose that 
even Moses may be included in it, for he prophesied of 
the Ceming One-that they themselves did not und<tr
stand the full import of their writings. If that be so, then 
the Holy Ghost must have so ppssessed them as to( use 
them as His instruments. actually without the functioning 
of their own minds. That is a tremendous truth! 

It may not have been so in every instance, and yet the 
quality of inspiration, and the aut~ority resulting from 
it, may he the same, though in some cases God, in inspir
ing the writing, may. have enabled the writers themselves 
to understand what they wrote. But certainly some of 
them did not 'understand the full import of their own 
w~itings. ' . 

If that be true, the book of Exodus will bear the 
most careful and minute examination for our own profit. 
The things recorded were not for them only, but for the, ' 
instruction and profit of those upon whom the ends of 
the world should come. 

1. 
The first chapter tells of the number of souls going 

into Egypt. Joseph being there already, those .of Abra
ham's seed were seventy.' If you compare that with the 
New Testament, the numbers agree, if you take into ac
count Joseph and his family. And Joseph di"ed, and. his 
brethren, and all his'generation. • ' 

It is very instructive to observe these chronological 
'and genealogical tables. There is a striking saying in 
Hebrews to the effect that Levi paid tithes in Abraham 
when, as a matter of fact, Levi was not yet born; nor 
was Jacob, nor was Isaac. And yet, in his great progeni
tor, ,he paid tithes. That is how the writer argues in sup-

) 
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port of the superiority of Melchizedek. The Modernists 
would tell us that is rather far fetched, that God should 
take account of generations yet unborn, and that in the 
actions of those who were the progenitors of a rac~ yet 
to be, His hand was up,on them, and their particular acts 
h!ldcertain moral and spiritual significance. 

What a flood of light a statement like that throws upon 
such a verse as this: "As by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and, so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned"! And upon that further 
principle, "Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, unto the third 
and to the fourth generation." \ It is no wonder there is 
preserved here a record of the souls that were born of 
Abraham's line, for this is a record of God's purpose and 
prophetic promise respecting the seed of Abraham. They 
never lose their identity. They are always before the eye 
of Him to Whom aU things are naked and open. 

Then they were .greatly blessed in Egypt, and multi
plied; and their rapid increase filled the king of Egypt 
with alarm, because he feared that they might challenge 
his supre~acy. He. forthwith subjected them to the 
cruelest persecution. 

The blessing of God often incites the enemies of God's 
people to envy. If the Lord blesses you, you can be per
fectly sure that Pharaoh, or somebody representing him, 

• will hate YOU:- But you must not be discouraged thereby. 
Let me call your attention, in passing, to another prin

ciple here. There are volumes-a whole library-in the 
brief statement· that "there arose up a new king over 
Egypt, which knew not Joseph". I would speak a word 
for the Professor of History: if Pharaoh could have 
attended Toronto Baptist Seminary, and studied history, 
it would have sllNed him a world of trouble! It was 
because Pharaoh was entirely ignorant of history, and 
had no sense of historic perspective, and had not learned 
to re1at~ the present to the past, and humbly to recognize 
and acknowledge his debt to the past, that he became so 
self-centered and conceited, and went to his own·ruin. 

A great many people get into trouble ,because they 
"know not Joseph". That is the defect of a young man 
of about eighteen or twenty years of age. For a period 
of two or three years roundabout that age, every young 
man must be permitted to know everything. Nobody 
must challenge his omniscienc~. Everybody must bow 
to his wisdom-because he does not know Joseph. ~ll 
he knows about his father is that he is a little older than 
ne is himself, and must not be expected to know as much 
as he! When he is twenty years older he will discover 
that there was a Joseph in· the world before he arrived! 

I think there is nothing that wiLl tend to humble us 
more than a thorough acquaintance with the past. We 
shail find there were a few clever people in the world 
before our birth was announced! Let us not be foolish. 

In spite of all the· opposition, so far as the people them
selves were concerned, in spite of the decree of the king 
that the male children should be destroyed, "the more they 
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew". We 
should never be afraid of persecution, ·because it can do 
no real injury in the end to ~he people of God. It is their 
appointed lot. No strange thing shall happen to them, 
and God will see that the promised seed shall come 
through. 

Thus it comes to pass that of this one family there 
.arises a great race in Egypt. 

II. 
We have the story of the coming of Moses, the birth 

of Moses; and we are to keep in mind that Moses is one 
of the most eminent types of Christ: "The Lord thy God 
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, 
of thy .brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall' hearken." 
His name is linked with that of Christ again and again: 
"The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ." His is the one human name that be
comes the theme of the praises of heaven, when the re:
deemed sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. He was 

. evidently a great personage whose history will bear a 
careful study. Of humble origin, he was born in a diffi
cult time, and at a time when he waS unwelcome to the 
reigning power. One cannot read of this without recal1-
ing the New Testament scripture, "Now when Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of J udaea in the days of Herod the 
king." Mo~s was born in Egypt in the days of a Pharaoh 
who knew not Joseph, and who was determined to. 
destroy the people of Israel. 

We are studying the theology of the Book, we are 
trying to find out what the Bible teaches about God, about" 
the re1ation..:,of His human creatures to God Himself, and 
what revelation God makes of Himself, what sort of God 
He fs here revealed to be. 

I have several times told you that you must keep clearly 
·in' your mind, as cardinal to all right thinking theo
logically, the fundamental principle of the absolute 
sovereignty of God; that no power in earth or in hell 
can possibly thwart His purposes. He js sovereign. "He 
doeth acc9~ding to his will ~n the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth." This is a record of 
the unfolding of God's purpose, and we shall see 'God's 
purpose running straight through it from Genesis to 
Revelation, until everything is concluded in a blaze of 
d~vine glory. : 

I have spoken to you jLbout this wonderful story, and 
can just name it in passing, of how the wrath of the king, 
and all the circumstances attending Moses' birth, though 
planned in a large measure by the enemies of Moses, were 
yet sovereignly used of God to effect His purpose. His 
mother hides him in the' ark of bulrushes. His sister 
watches him. The daughter of Pharaoh comes down to 
bathe-and the babe weeps. The little tears rolling down 
the baby's cheeks-why pay any attention to them? Why 
take any account of that? Babies always cry-at least, 
all babies cry sometimes, perhaps that is ·better. I have' 
no doubt I did, although I do not remember it! But you 
did, too. Every baby has its crying time, and there is 
nothing remarkable about Moses' tears. Is there not? 
It was that which challenged the mother-spirit in the 
daughter of Pharaoh, and took tne babe into the king's 
palace. The migh~iest river of earth has never exerted, 

. from the creation until BOW, such. an influence upon 
human affairs as did those little tears rolling down the 
cheeks of the baby Moses. 

God ~does not" need big things. He .can use a baby's.' 
tears to turn the wdrld upsidedown, if so He wills. Moses 
is taken into the palace of Pharaoh. 

To you students, let me say this word. It is a popular 
thing for some people to make light of,. to disparage, 
mental discipline. Education sometimes is at a discottnt 
in some quarters, because God is pleased occasional1y to 
use men who have no education. Fortunately fot: many 
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people, grammaticaJ accuracy is not indispensable to 
spiritual power. We have all known people who trampled 
every principle of correct speech under their feet-or 
did something with it, violated it in some way, who were 
ignorant of history and of science, but who yet have been 
marvellously used of God. But God used them in spite 
of their ignorance, not ·because of it. For I. cl!-ll your 
attention to this, when God wanted a man to lay the 
foundations of civilization for all time to come, and to 
elaborate a system of jurisprudence which wouM be the 
pattern and standard of all courts of law, in all Christian 
lands, to the end of time, He selected. a man who had had 
the advantage, the fullest advantage, of the culture of the 
foremost nation .on the earth; for at this time the people 
of Israel were but a nation of slaves, and Egypt was the 
greatest world-power on earth. "Moses was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words 
and in deeds." Remember, therefore, that the blessing 
of God, and the power of the Holy Ghost, were never de
signed to put a premium upon ignorance, nor upon mental 
incompetence, nor intellectual incapacity. 

i know that S:;tmson slew the Philistines '-'heaps upon 
heaps:', not with a polished sword, but with the jaw-bone 
of an ass. Well, God can do that still if that is the 
instrument you prefer! But why not a polished shaft, 
energized by the Holy Ghost? ' 

The one who wrote the major part. of the New Testa
ment was not only. a man of 'great natural gifts, of un
usual natural intellectual capacity, but he was a man 
whose natural powers had been trained and disciplined to 
the highest possible degree. He was the most distinguish~d 
scholar of the school of Gamaliel. 

Side by side with that. of ·course, there are those whom 
God uses who are not educated; men who walk humbly 
with God. Let us remember'that we are to do the best 
we can, as though every-thing depended upon us, yet 
knowing full well that in the end'it is all of God. 

The life of Moses, like the life of our Lord Jesus, was 
preserved amid all .the storms. His enemies could not 
extinguish it. Moses and the people to whom he belongs 
were but types of God's people in all ages. And, not
withstanding ,the hatred of devils, and the wrath of men, 
and all the conspirators,' human and satanic, which may 
have for their purpose the destruction of the people of 
.God, God has His way of preserving them,-

"Plagues and death around me fly, 
Till He bids I cannot die; 
Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

The people of God in this case were poor, and hard 
pressed, and oppressed, and afflicted; and Moses, when he 
identified himself with thePl' shared in their disabilities. 
Yet God sovereignly triumps through them. That is 
how God does His work always. And that is how I hope 
He will do with you when you go to your work, and the 
chief of the village, or the mayor of the town-somebody 
who does not know our Joseph-tries to destroy ·you. Do 
not write home to "the Board" and say, "It is so hard,' 
I fear I cannot carryon." Instead of that, write 
home to the One above that you will carryon. He will 
go through with you, as He did with M.oses; and you 

will go through with Him. That is one of the great 
lessons taught by these chapters. 

I think I wmj divide my lecture on account of the 
lateness of our' beginning this evening. 

You must turn to the New Testament for the ·record 
of Moses' choice: "By faith, Moses, 'when he was come 
to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daugh
ter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt: for he had respect unto the recom-
pence of the reward." . 

Do' not be above identifying yourselves with the de
spised people. We have known people. go to another 
town to settle down. They were Baptists in Toronto, but 
in the new town they. looked about to see which was the 
most prosperous congregation, and where they would have 
the largest influence. . It is surprising how flexible and 
elastic some people's religious principles are. They are ' 
one thing in one place, ~nd' something entirely different in 
anoth~r. 

. Moses, while he might have been called the 'son of 
. Pharaoh's daughter, preferred to'suffer affliction with his 
own people under the favour of God. 

When you go along the street-I have done it many 
timeS-and you see large crowds going into some magnifi
cent structure, you will be tempted to say, "Here I am 
going to a little mission hall where I shall have about 
fifty or seventy-five people, when I might be pastor there. 
I wonder if I did right? I wonder if I had been an 
Anglican clergyman, and had buttoned my collar the other 
way, if it would not have been better?" 

Remember Moses, and' remember that he put God first, 
and identified himself with a lot of slaves for whom no
body cared but God, rather than compromise his con
science. 

Do not se'ek great th~ngs for yourself, but get self 
under you·r feet, and out of the way, so that you may get 
ort with God's work. 

SUBSCRIBE TO·DAY 
for "The Gospel Witness" for yourself and 
friends. Sent postpaid for 52 weeks to any place 
in the world for $2.00. 
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Toronto, Ont., Can. 

For' the enclosed $2.00 please send "The 
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Address ..................................................... .. 
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natu·re of the 'offering, 11M the manner had ·given him to. ·her g-od, ,meaning that 
in which :it was' to ,be -offered. The offer- she ihad thrown -him into. the river. When 
ing might be of .the :herd, a "male without asked !Why ·s:he had not given the sickly 

Vol. 6 No.4 blemiS'h", ·(vs. 2, 3), of the' flocks, "nMne- child instead of the healthy one, she in
------------------ ly ·of the sheep, or -of the goats", (v. 10), formed her questioner·that she could not 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 
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·or ·of fowls, such as turtle doves, ·or give less than the ,best unto iher g'oo. 
young pigeons (v. 14). 'fihe il'E!ason for Ill. DIRECTIONS CONCERNJNG THE 
this variation was p;roba'bly iIII order to OFFERING •. 
relate the offering to ·the ability ·of the !Seveil"al specific directions are given 
offerer (5:7), reminding us of Ohrist who. concerning the presentation of this ·o.ffer-

CHRIST THE BURNT OFFERING. is available f.or rich and poor. The ani- ing. it was to 'be offered "of his' own 
Lesson Text: Leviticus, chapter 1. mals used in ,the offering ;w·ere clean v:oluntary will", (v. 3). It was' to 'be a 
Golden Te~t: "Speak unto the children of d'omestic animals, ·only such typifying free-will offering. Pers'ons are s·aved on 

Israel, and say unto 1lhem, If any our Lo;rd in His obedient, 'holy, nature. the free-will ,basis, (J·ohn 3:16), and con
man of you bring an offering unto Anything unclean, wild, or captured in ·secrated· service is along ·the same line. 
the Lord, ye shall bring your offer- the chase, would be entirely unfitting, as This means that our .responsi'bility is 
ing of the cattle, even of the herd, representative of ·one who was so weJI ·great and iIII accordance therewith. shall 
and of the flock." (1:2). under control, meek and gentle -in dis- we .be jud-g-ed. The ·offering was to :be 

position (Is. 42:2, 3). '!)he perfection ·of .presented "at the door ·of the tabernacle Daily Bible Readings: L :d. fi d· th . t our or IS' pre gure In e l'equlremen of the congregati-on before the Lord", (v. 
Monday-Numbers 15:1-16. ·that the offering must ,be without blem- 3). This was w.here all could see the 
Tuesday-Micaih 6:1-9. ish. He was a,bsolutely sinless; not even act. It implied a public confes·sion on the 
Wedne·soday-ps. 66:1-20. His enemies could convince Him of sin pa:rt of the offerer, and this is what God 
Thursday-I Sam. 15:1-12. (J.()Ihn 8:46). As our Burnt Offering, our expects of us' when we claim the .Lord as 
Friday-I Sam. 15:13-35. Lord- obeyed f.or us, (Rom. 5:.19), ours. There .are sarme who are secret 

. Satu·rday-Romans 5:1-21. humbling Himself to do so (Phil. 2:6-9) disciples, (John 19:38), 'but this is' con-
I. INTRODUCTION. going about His· F·ather's busines,s, even trary to the will of God. It is a pity 

In this less·on we ·come to. a part of the in boyhood (Luk·e 2:49), su'bmitting to indeed when either fear 'or ·a false sense 
Bible not very well understo.od, except in the Father -in Gethsemane's dread hour, ·of shame :prevents our coming out boldly 
a general·way, and- not sufficiently appre- (Matt. 26:39), and .offering Himself 'on f.or .our blessed Lord. He was neither 
ciated, yet most precious and significant, ·Ol1r hah'alf, (Heb. 10-5:10; John 10:18). ashamed nor afraid to. ·suffer for us, and 
historIcally, .politically, economically, re- It 'may further be no.ted that this burnt if we confess Him :here, He will confess 
ligiously and typically .. The book of offerin.g was a sweet savour unto- God, us beofore theFath~ (Matt. 10:32, 33). 
Leviticus is preeminently the book of the (vs·. 9, 13, 17), prefiguring our Lord's "And:he shall put his hand upon the head 
laws, relating to such :sIUbjects as, the s,acrifice in this respect (Eph. 5:2). lot .of the burnt offe·ring; and it shall be ac
.offerings (1-7), the priesthood (8-10), was als·() 'a whole burnt offering, every- cepted for him to make atonement for 
purifica·tion (11-2'2), the feasts (23), thing was consumed, reminding us' ·of hi.m", (v. 4). This"implied identity .()In 
bla'sphemy (24), land (25) and penalties complete consecration unto 'God, nothing' the part of the' ·off·erer ;with the ·offering, 
(26-29). Five ·offerings· are referred to held back on the :part ·of the offerer. Our in accordance with ~e principle ,of sUib
in the first section, although the last two Lord was completely given up to· the stitution; the offerer particIpating in the 
are some·times taken a's' one, the' burnt Father, 'and in participating in the pres- benefitSi derived from the offering. The 
offering (1), the meal .offering (2), the entation 'of Him as ·our ,burnt o·ffering, Christian accepts Ghrist a'S His S:U'bsti
peace ·offering (3), ,the sin offering (4), we ,give up all to God, eve·n ,ou.r bod·ies, tute, he is accepted in Him, and receives 
and- the trespass offering (5.6-7), the (Rom. 12: 1, 2). SUClh a full consecration .blessing. tlwough Him. He obeyed and 
concluding par.t· dealing with the law of is expected .of :u.s, and su.ch ·alone brings died in .our stead, and by faith we accept 
the' offerings (6:8-7). E'ach of these blessing. T·his was also to be a con- Him as ·ours', and receive aU the !benefits 
offering'S in some distinct manner points tinual burnt offering, the fire was never to be derived therefrom. 
to our Lord, the one in our study typi- to g-o .out (6:8-13), so our consecration In laying his hand up()n <the victim the 
fying Him in complete. consecration and is to !be .continuous. In too many cases offerer identified himself .with it in COill
full surrender, rendering perfect ()bedi- consecration comes in :S'tJurts. There is a fession of ,sin, and in the slaying of the 
ence UilitO God the. Father. It is the sel£- lack of steadfastness of ip!1lrp·ose .and ac- offering he manifested the penalty of sin; 
dedicatory offering. In His offering our tton. . and inaslIDuC'h as the offerer slew the 
L<Yrd acts for and 'On 'behalf ·of His people. A furth~r less.on may be derived fro.m anirmal, it reminds' us of :the fact that 
T.he figure of atonement is also ;present ,the fact that God desires the best from eaC'h sinner is in a measure the cause 
in the shed .blood. The subject of offer- Hi,s people. The' offering was to be ·of ·our Lord's death. i[t was ·our sin 
ings may be traced- f.rom the 'Very earliest "without blemish". 'Wohen anvthing" less .which brought. Him to the tree. V~rs·e five 
period, ibe·ginning with that .of Abel, than the best is offered to Him it is a wa,s the eqUIvalent of presentmg the 
(Gen. 4:4), then Noah, (8.·20), AbrahamFl·;·in that the heart is not rilrht with blood, which was synonymous wirth t~e 
('Gen. 22), and IM'o'ses (Ex. 10:25). Him. In the rthird ·chapter of Malachi life, (17:11) unto the Lord, and whIle 
II. THE NATURE OF THE OFFER- God found fault with ISTael for ·offel"ingo not aI! elaborate in ritual ·as in the 

~ 
the blind· and the lame unto HIm, (Mal. sin offering, and presented by the 

ING. . 1:7, 8, 13), but ·at that time many of priest in hoth cases, .it prefigured our 
N~te may .be ade fir~t of the fact ~hat the people were far from Him -in heart. Lord's pres'entation of His ,blood before 

the n~structlon concernmg the offermgs '11thouj!:!h outwardly p.r.ofessing to serve the Father foor U's, (He·b. 9:12). The 
was gIven by God, "The Lor.d called unto Him. In these days many are in a Bimi- offering was then cut in pieces (v. 6). 
~os;es and spSke un~o hIm", (v. 1). lar c·ondition. They are offering suhsti- that it might the more readily :be con
SImIlar :p'hrase~logy 1'S' used fifty-s1x tutes ·f·or the divine ·burnt offering giv- sumed, each part was washed in woate'l' 
times in the ty(·enty-seven chapters of ing ·of :that which they do not e~teem that no foreign substance should be .of
the book, clearly setting forth the fact of the highest v:alue; and 'even :retainin,!!' fered with the offering, and the whole 
that what is t'herein contained is not. uart ·of the offering for themselves. God was then offered as a' "burnt sacrifice, 
man's thoughts \ aba:ut the worship .of has .!riven HiS' best unto us, (2 Cor. 9:15) an .offering made !by fire, of a sweet 
God', 'but the revelatIon of God to man. all that we ihave is His and the best 1s .S'avour unto the ·Lord", (v·s. 7-9); the 
T·he place from' \Which the Lord speaks the le·ast we can give Him: the illest in fire speaking to us not s·() much of judg
to Mos~s is also si.~ificant. He "spake !lifts, in time, in service. The story of ment upon the· victim, although that may 
unto hIm out .oft the tabernacle of the the heathen mother is n()t inappropriate not he abs·ent; as of "that which ascends" 

.oop:gregati:on". Ifreviously He had given here. .g·he was met going toward the a sacrifice acceptable unto. God, the whole 
HIS ·commandments from the mount, but river 'by someone accompanied by her prefiguring our Lord, Who gave Himself 
now; with the co~enant in operation, ·and two chiIdl"en. ·one ·of wh-om was si.ckly. for our sins, brut Who also for .'our 's'akes 
the tabernacle pi~hed. He speaks frQm Some time later she' was .. a·ll'ain met. re- s'anctified, or consecrated Hims·elf (John 
His dwelling :place with Israel, (Ex. turnin~ .therefr-om with only the sickly 17:19). It taikeS' a combination of all 
2'5:8). I' child in her care.· On being aSiked whe·re the offerings to. typify our Lord in this 

Directions are given in ·relation to the her ·other child was, she replied that she wonderful work of redemption. 
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HE GAVE. 
He who has- never had the joy of giving 

is indeed miserable. Love always gives 
and "God so loved the world that he 
gave'his only begotten son" and those 
who have received' 'eternal life thl'ough 
the acceptance of His provision, are 
privileged to know something of the joy 
of giving in' His Name and for His sake. 

25th that they may hold services in 
Trent()n, Belleville, Ottawa, Lachu·te and 
Verdun, before boarding the S.S. "Anton
ia" on November 28th, this will be the 
last opportunity of friends in the To
ronto district to bid the'll). God-speed. 
COME PREPARED FOR A GREAT 
TIiME OF CHRISTJAN FE,LLO:WSHIP 

• • • • During the past few weeks, we have 
had the pleasure of m:aking it possible THE MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
for the out-going missionaries to .go f·or- The November issue of the the "Mis-
ward and we are sure that there have sionary Bulletin" 'haSI 'been mailed, ·and 
been many sacrificial gifts, ·gifts that this month pl'ovision has been made for 
carry with them the sweet fragrance ·of a wider distribution than ever before. 
having cost something, given f·or Jesus' We trust that there will be plenty ·of 
sake. . copjes for special requests and that we 

A sto·ry was toM to us not long 6·g0 by will not again have to advise that the 
a missionary ·on her way to· Africa. She issue has been completely exhausted. 
was leaving rthe place where she had * * * * . 
served as a Home Missionary and those INTERESTING REP,oRT~. 
who ha4 come to know Christ through Emmanuel, Verdun. 
her testimony and those who loved her . . 
for her work's sake were s'howering her Pastor Roy Hlse~ IS settled ·at Emman-
with things necessary for her equipment. uel Regul!l-r B.ap~lst phurch

k
, Verdun, 

A little boy stood near, a~ thes,e gifts Que., and IS enJoymg hiS wor. Conver
were being admil'ed, and 'he .finally look- ~wns haye been a~ready repo~ted, and 
ed at his mother and said "Why does m.terest m the serVIces IS growmg. The 

b d . M' 'h' 'I" Bible School numbers mo·re than .a hun-
ev,ery 0 y grv;e " ISS ---. t mgs. dl'ed! and the prayer' services of the 
HIS mother ,~ald, W~y, we give because church are well attended. 
we love her. The httle chap thought"a The burden of ·the need in Montreal 
moment. and then sole~nlr. declared, I and its suburbs is heavy upon the .hearts 
never glv~ h7r 'anythmg. In a f.ew of Emmanuel f,olk, for many .O!f. the 
days. he ",:,as given twenty-five cents for churches harbor things which belong in 
helpmghls daddy. All d.ay.long he had no place dedicated to the LOl'd., Pray 
trudged· ~p and d?WD plckmg potatoes for .the testimony 'of EmmanUiel Church. 
and at mght .recelved that twenty-five I There is much to be done and their num
<;ents. It was a lot of money for such a bers are comparatively small but the 
httle iboy, hut he, was happy for .he. kn~ Lord's hand is not shortened. ' 
exactly what he wanted to do With 1t.·· , 
He felt that he ,had not given his be- * * * * 
loved. teacher anything that :had cost . Mt. Pleasant, Toronto. 
money and his mother had said, "We There ibave been times ·of rejoicing at 
give because we love her". Just as soon M.ount Pleasant Road Church, Toronto, 
as possible, two handkerchiefs were pur- during· the. past fEw weeks. The mis
chased, two for twenty-five cents, and sionary interest .of ·the church is show-
the store-keeper had to get ,out every .. d' 
handkerchief 'he had that the two nicest mg itself m many ways an prayer IS 
ones might be ch. osen. They were then continually made for the w·ork at home 

and abroad. . sent ·off as a love gift, and were they 
treasured? We believe that when days 'On Sunday ·afternoon·, November. 8th, 
are dark in Africa and the weary mis- the Bible School was privileged in that 
sionary is tempted to be discouraged, it had 'a visit from Miss Florence Stacey 
she will be cheered by the thought that who is so shortly to leave for Liberia. 
there are those at home who love and The scholars had been asked ·on the pre-
give. vIous Sunday to bring different art! .. les 

• • • • for the missionary's ,outfit ·and they 
arose to the occasion splendidly. Teach. 
ers and officers were surprised that the 
children remembered throughout the 
whole week and bl'ought such useful 
articles. When Miss ,stacey gr·a,.ciously 
accepted these gifts 'and then spoke to 
the school of the foreign work to which 
the Lord had s() definitely called her, 
every child must have felt .that he ·had· a 
real part. in the wurk. Mr. Inrig express
ed the thought of the whole school when 
he ·assured Miss Stacey of its. interest 
and remembrance as she went forward. 

GREAT MISSIONARY FARE. 
WELL MEET~NG 

in 
. Jarvis Street Baptist ·Church, Toronto, 

Tuesday evening, 
November 24th at 8 o'clock 

REV. AND MRS. EDWARD ·HANCOX 
MISS FLORENCE STACEY 

out-going missionaries to Liberia, West 
Africa 

and 
MISS' ANNIE MARKS 

shortly to leave for Nigeria; West Africa, 
will speak . 

As Mr. ·and Mrs; Hancox 'and Miss StaCey 
will leave Toronto early on November 

While the Bible Sch()()l session will 
long be rememberedl, the evening service 
was also ·a time of blessing when the 
P'astor, Rev. Alex. Thomson, preached on 
"The Life Beyond the Grave", and three 
belie·vers pas'sed through the water!! of 
baptisJ)l. 

Mount Pleasant Road Church- has a 
splendid Thursday afternoon gathering 
when the women of the Church come to
gether for·a time .of instructio·n 'and fel
lowship. From these meetings much 
has been learned of ,the work at home 
and abroad. Miss Gertrude Green, Office 
Secretary, recently presented the Home 
Mission work which our Union is respon~ 
:sible for, and showed how related the 
whole w()rk was and what a privilege it 
was to have a part in every phase of it. 
Mlany new and interesting features of 
the work were presented ·and s·omething 
told of the strug·gles -and .successes, the 
difficulties and glo·rious victories wihic:h 
were recorded. Many hearts were quick
ened and it is expected that the· Home 
work will have a gre'ater interest in the· 
prayers ·of the church as its imp·ortance 
is realized. 

·At this meeting ,Mrs. Hartley, mother 
of Mrs. Mellish, told! of ,the Home Mis
sion cause at Miner's Bay where she had 
visited. Such a picture of the work as 
Mrs. Hartley presented surely impress
ed! up-on all the need 'of the district and 
the demands made upon ·the missionary. 
Mrs. Hartley ·also brought a ,message in 
song, :her beautiful voic·e sending forth 
the words in such a way as .t() bring to 
a close a time of happy fellowship and 
leave hearts hushed in the presence of 
the M·aster. Rev. Alex. Thomson, Pas
tor ·of the chur·ch, closed with prayer· 

To the Juniors on a recent Frid~y 
evening, Rev. W. E. Atkinson nr9ught a 
message on Liberia using the lantern 
slides. It was a splendid meeting and 
many besides the Juniors enjoyed it. 

F.or months it has ·been the subject of 
prayer by Pastor and members of" Mount 
Pleasant Church that the church should 
be .an· enthusiastic missionary ·and evan
gelistic church wholly given ,to the sal
vation of the lust at horne and abro8!d. 
God is ·answering prayer. The messages 
which 'have been brought of late have 
deepened the interest and have given the 
people a more intelligent conception of 
the wurk which has been undertaken by 
the churches comprising the Union. . ... . . 

. St. Amedee Field. 
Special services were ibeld ()n this field 

when Pastor W. Lome· Hisey and ·his 
brother, Roy~ who had formerly served 
the field as Student Pastor, brought mes
sages each evening for nearly three 
weeks. There are three preaching sta
tionsand the Lol'd has blessed and hon
ored the ministry of the brothers in a 
marvellous way and has now made it 
possible for Pastor Lome Hisey to ·stay 
thl'oughout the winter months. 

Fifteen souls found salvation in the 
meeting and 'eleven od: these have already 
followed the Lord in baptism. M.r. Lorn9 
Hisey had the privilege ·Df baptizing 
these believers at the Pastors' and 
People's ·Conference held on November 
3rd at Buckingham Baptist Church and 
following the administration of the -or
dinance, Mr .. Roy Hisey pre·ached and 'a 



r 

I 
y,oung m~n definitely .accepted Christ as 
his Rede~er. This young man hoa·s since 
passed tlj.rough the waters of baptism 
and has been added' to the Buckingham 
Baptist Ohurch. 

The Lord be praised for such a time 

of bleSSinlgo ~~:::t:~~~ the '-d"o 
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Baptis,t Churches of Ontario and Quebec, 
and he introduced the speakers for the 
aftern'oon, calling 0'Il Miss Florence 
Stacey, ·one of .the three out-going mis'
sionaries, to ten of how the 'Lord had 
called and fitted her for the service' s,he 
was abe>ut to undertake. Miss Stacey 
then gave a lucid and ,heart-touching 
resume of how God had led: and blessed 
,her. She recounted many of the special 
blessings which had come to her and in 
a voice subdued .and with face aglow 
with thanksgiving, s'he gave her testi
mony, leaving 'a deep ilnpression upon 
all who ,heard. 

Good n ws comes fI'OnI Calvary Bap
tist Chur~h, Ottawa, wheI'e Rev. James 
Hall is P;11stor. "The Spirit is moving 
in ·our mi({st and blessing is following 
the minist~y of the W·ord to saints and 
sinners. IWe have witnessed several Mrs. Hancox followed with ·a gracious 
conversion!; recently and 'a week ·ago the word, telling of how she had been influ
father OIfJa small family was baptized enced by a me·ssage given 'by the Rev. 
and recei ed into ·our fellowship. . The J'OIhn Hall, to ce>ntemplate and (lonsider 
spirit of ptayer is' especially manifest in FOI'eign Mission work. Then a vis'it 
a praying IgI'OUP of our wimIen and 'our from Mrs. Davey and the need of' the 

kl t' dee;" work as presented, became a call to her 
wee y prar,er mee mgs are p,enmg m 'and on receipt 'e>f a copy ·of the Missio,n-

Chatham. rendered to God's, call for Foreign ser-

" 
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The entire day was full of ge>oo things 
for soul and body. As the quartet of 
Ottervi'lle friends sang, "Face to Face 
with Christ my Savi'our", .and the m'any 
other blessed hours were enJoyed, it was 
indeed the thought of all that it was 
good indeed to be there. 

The ladies of the Rosanna Church 
Ioo~ed after the ta:bles and the lune-heon 
hours were also times of delightful fel
lows'hip. Noone 'she>uld miss the happy 
times enjoyed at the P·astors' and 
People's Conferences. (Reported by 
Secretary;) 

INTRODUCING A NEW 
DEPARTMENT. 

As often as it is possible to include it, 
there will be a corner of these pages 
devoted to reports of the work being 
done by the Bands ·and Missionary Socie
ties ()<f the churches. 

interest an

j
({ pr:ye: f:1l0:S'hiP." ary BuUetin, which when pe'ru:sed 8!gain 

set forth the need, she and her husband 
had knelt down in their home and sur-

The Cha ham Regllia.r iBaptist Church, . . 
under the I leadership of· Rev. W. N. VIce. . T'his week we want to tell of the splen
Charlton, ~esumed its Friday evening It was a sad· day, however, when ill- did we>rk done by the Mission Bands of 
"Happy Ho~r" meetings on OctO'ber 2nd. ness prevented Rev. and Mrs. Hancox 
These will be continued weekly during going forward when first arranged:, but the Trente>n and Belle:ville churches. 
the winter months. The program of the ·even in this, there was cause for rejoi~- The missionaries will have some 1'0v~ly 
meetings h~s been changed' ·s.Jightly that, ing, f.or God had raised up O'thers and quilts and the c'hildren in Li,beria will 
those who have attended pre'Viouly and had done wonderful 1:Ihin,gs in the :P'!I"It rejoice to have the lovely pictures, 
are ready for deeper truths will be nul': year in Liberia. Mrs. Hancox ,besought dresses 'and beads. Jt is re'ally remark
tured. The attendance this, ye'ar is· the people to pray that she might be 
greater than ever before. kept faithful in His :service. able how much the children acce>mplish 
, The "Sal~m Choir" broadcasts have Re'v. Edward Hancox was the next in their work meetings and we wish it 
a.J.so be,en r!'lsumed, ,and as the Station, speaker and gave an impressive talk were pOSISible for them to peek in at 
CFCO Chat~am, :has· increased its power from Mark 1'6:15, "Ge> ye into all the the Mission stations some day whe·n re
·and the Gospel message reaches a world". He spoke olf the fields as being wards are given out and see how de
greater area, prayer is very definitely "'White unto' harvest" ·and the ~reat need lighted the children on the other sl'de 
requested th!at many new he>mes will be for the message Ie>f God's love to he 'gi'ven 
entered. T·He Church and Paste>r would unto all .. He called ·attention to the ex- of the Sea ·are with the things· made by 
be happy to Ihear from any who listen to pense, the time, the money 'and' life, the children here. 
the service, ~special1Y those ·at a dis- necessary to invest, but said' that it w~s' mt has been possible for Miss Stacey 
tance. wen worth while. He referred to Mc-

Kav of Uganda 'and told: the ste>ry of to take with her to Airi~a a very fine 
eight young men woo volunteered: for sewing machine, because a .group of Mis-

P ASTO S' AND PEOPLE'S missionarv service and after twelve sion Band children sent in funds for it. 
years McKay w·as the only ,one left. The . th . '1' 

€ONFERENCE. citation, ,of these facts brou.ght the hear- We are qUIte su;e a~ the machIne Wl'1 

\ Rosanna. .ers to a realization of the cost of the I'very often remmd MISS Stacey of the 
The Pasto~s' and Peo.pIe's Oonference service which the missionari:es render loVed ones at ·home ·and of the children 

olf the Hamilton-Brantford district was unto the Lord and ItPoke to those ;present industri'Ously and carefully engaged in 
held at Rosanna on Tuesday, November regarding their part in the ,great ven- making things to be forwarded to 
10th. .. \ ture. LIberia; things which ·will s'ave the mis-

Mr. Atkinson brought the Miss,i'onary 
The President, Rev. H. S. Bennett, was afterno.on session to a close. calIing on sionary much labor and be of constant 

in charge t*oughout the day and the the friends to .be partners with the mis- help in interesting tlie timid <ines. 
morning message was given by Rev. J. 
K. Yalland I of the Springfield and sion·aries and share in thes·acrifice. Such splendid help has come from a 
Brow.nsVl·ll'e Ihurch~s. The 'su·bJ·ect "'n'r The evenin~ service was under the f h f 1 c ~ "'v di1"eCtion of Rev. H. S. Bennett. Rev. group 0 women w. -0 were ormer 'y 
consid·eration jat this session was based Edward Hancox l"ead I Thess., Chapter connected with the Annette Street 
upon Phil. 1 :2i1, "For me to li've is Christ P 
and to die is gain". T.his, said the 1, as the Scrinture porti1on and astor Church, but who are now members of 
speaker, lets "S into the secret of Paul's Leander Roblin. of Otterville led in the Runnymede Road 'Church, Toronto. 

h . h nrayer. The;&ev. David Alexande·r of 
life and als,o ~denotes t e paSSIOn w ich Toronto then brought the message of the Their Society was ·active for only about 
ruled his life bf service. The character- evening, a stirring .oneon the n'eed of three months and yet they had a 'great 
istics of his *e 'being that he, Paul, 1. 
was c,onstantly thinki'ng of Christ. 2. revival. In his address he pointed out deal ,to show f.or their meetings. Some 
Constantly praying. 3. Constantly serv- that there was needed: $54.00 was contributed to Missions' and 
ing. 4. COll~tantly suffering. These 1. A Revival of attendance at Church a splendid box sent to the missionaries 
stood out as the ruling passie>n ·of· Paul's and Prayer meeting. in Liberia. Special needs were ·a;lso met 
life. \ 2. A Revival of Holy living. and the meetings were times -of sweet 

There was a good ,attendance and the 3. A Revival of Bible Study. spiritual fell-owship. These friends are 
presence of tht Lord was manifest. 4. A Revival ,of Bible Giving. now co-operati'ng in the Runnymede 

The afternop-n session was 'again a .5. A Revival of God's. Giving. Church and a program of the greatest 
time e>f blessit~g. The President handed I',nt'erest bas been outlined by the 
the meeting 0l'er to Rev. W. E. Atkin- 6. A Revival of Prayer. 
son, Secretary of the. Union of Regular 7. A Revival of Soul Winning. . W'omen's Missionary S'ociety there. 
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