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Religious Posing 
It see~s to he natural for degenerate human nature to 

prefer the artificial to the real, the false to the true. That 
human preference manifests itself in many ways, and in 

. many directions, but particularly in the religious realm. 

The name of religious veneers, religious varnishes, is 
legion. Natural men prefer a religion1of externals. This 
desire is sometimes manifested in a love of rituals, of 
ordinances, of various religious obser.vances, which have 
to d9 with the lips, with the posture, with the dress, per
haps with the prof~ssitm ; ibut have no relation to character 
and life. 

. But such religious formalists are not the only religiously 
artificial people tp be found .. There are many who pro
fess evangelical principles who are just as effective posers 

. as any ritualists in the world. We understand it is part 
of a Chr,istian Scientist's religion to smile. (We do not 
of course, include Christian Science among evangelical 
religions.) But a religion that consists largely in the 
del1ial of eV'il of every :sort would naturally require of its 
votaries a constant smile. '. 

But the anti-Christian cult of Ohristian Science does 
not monopolize the smiling exterior. Practically every 
Christian virtue is' ·counterfeited. There is, for instance, 
a genuine humility, a meekness and quietness which are 
of the. spirit, and which are said to be, in the sight of 
God, of .great price. But there is a voluntary humility, an 
assumed external :humility of the Uriah Heep order, 
which is obnoxious to meri when identified, and abomin
able in the sight of God. 

There ·is a peace which passeth all understanding, which 
is as deep as the deepest thing in human experience, and 
as strong as a garrison of anned angels. Suclt peace will 
keep the heart and mind amid the fiercest· conflict and the 
wildest storm. But there is another kind of peace which 
is only skin deep, a sanotimonious serenity, a placidity, 
which depends for its composure upon the avoidance of 
everything that is contrary to one's own· desires, and 
therefore irksome and unpleasant, "Which things have 
indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and humility, 
and neglecting of the Ibody; not in any honour to the 
satisfying of the !body". 

All these religious varnishes "crawl", or wrinkle, in the 
heat of the day, and such veneers shrink or swell to the 
breaking point with every change of temperattire. 

The devil, in our day, not to be behind the times, pro
duces a kind .of thennos Christianity which presents a 
cool and polished exterior to the world even when boiling 
like Vesuvius ~tself within. Better a mere civility that is 
of the heart than a religious serenity that is but a cover 
. for a malignant ,treachery. 

We do well 10 give. diligence to make our calling and 
election sure, and to exercise 'every care that such smiles 
as we are enabled to wear should really be the health of 
the countenance, the outshining of the Divine Presence 
sanctuaried in the heart . 

"He that doeth truth cometh to the light." Christians 
are children of the light; and where the Spirit of Truth 
reaIIy- abides within, His presence will be manifested by 
a distaste for all shams, and artificialities, and every sort 
of rdigious display; and, on the other hand, by a passion 
for truth, simplicity, and abs?lute sincerity.· 

"The aloes grow. upon the sand, 
The aloes thirst with parching heat, 

Year after year they wait and stand, 
Lonely and calm, and front the beat 

Of desert winds, and still a sweet 
And suhtle voice thrills all their veins: 

'Great patience wins; it still rema.ins, 
After a century of pains, 

For you to bloom and be~ cotnpl~te, 

'.' 'I grow upon a thorny waste, . 
Hot noontide lies on all the way, 

And wi-th its scor,ching breath makes haste, 
Each freshening dawn to 'bum and slay; 

Yet patiently I bide and stay, 
Knowing the secret of my fate .. 

The hour of bloom, dear Lord, I wait, 
Come when it will, or soon or,late, 

, A hundred years is ,but a day.' " 
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PUBLIC PRAYER 
A LECTURE BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

(Continued from last week) 

Another canon is-do not use cant phrases. My breth
ren, have done with those vile tihings altogethe,r; they have 
had their day, and let them die: These pieces of spiritual 
fustian cannot be too 'much reprobated. Some of them 
are pU1'e inventions; others are passages taken from the 
Apocrypha; others a1'e texts fathered upon Scripture, but 
which have been fearfuHy mangled since they came from 
the Author of the Bible, In the Baptist Magazine for 
1861 L made the following remarks upon the' common 
vulgarities of prayer-meetings. "Cant phmses a,re a great 
evil. Who can justify such expressions as the following? 
'T.fl e would not rttsh into thy presence (JS the unthinking 
( !!) horse into the battle: As i.£ horses ever did think, 
and as if it were not better to exhibit the spiiJ"it and energy 
of the horse than the sluggishness and stupidity of the 
ass! As the verse from which we dmagine thilS fine sen~ 
tence to be derived ha.s more to do with sinning than with 
praying, we are glad that the phrase is on its last legs, 
'Go from heart to heart, as oil from vessel'to vessel,' is 
p'roba'bly a quotation from the nursery romance of 'Ali 
Baha, and the Forty Thieves', :but as destitute of sense, 
Scripture, and poetry, as ever sentence could be conceived' 
to be. We aiJ"e not aware that oil runs from one vessel to 
another in any very 'mysterious or wonderful manner; it 
is t,rue it is rather slow in coming out, and is therefore an 
apt symbol of some people's earnestness; but surely it 
would be better to have the grace direct from heaven than 
to have it out of another vessel-a Popish idea which the 
metaphor seems to iDISinuate, if indeed it has any meaning 
at all. 'Thy poor unworthy dust,' an epdthet generally 
applied t6 themselves by the proudest men in the cong,re
gation, and not seldom by the mOISt moneyed and grovel
ling, in which case the last two words are not so very in
appropriate. We have heard of a good man who, in pl'ea:d
ing for his children and grandohildren, was so completely 
beclouded in the blinding influence of this expression, that 
he exclaimed, '0 Lord, save thy dust, and thy dust's dust, 
and thy dust's dust's dust.' When A'braham said, 'I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am .but 
dust and ashes,' the utterance was forci:ble and expressive; 
but in its misquoted, perverted, and abused form, the 
sooner it is consigned to its own element the better. A 
miserable conglomeration of perversions of Scripture, un
couth similes, and .ridiculous metaphol1s, consmtute a sort 
of spiritual slang, the offspring of unholy ignorance, un
manly imitation, or graceless hypocrisy; they are at once 
a dishonour to those who constantly ,repeat them, and an 
intolerable nuisance to those whose ears are jaded with 
them." ' ' 

Dr. Charles Brown, of Edinburgh, ,in an admirable ad
dress at a meeting of the New College Missionary Asso
ciation,_gives instances of curr-ent misquotations indigen
ous to Scotland, whioh sometimes, however, find their way 
across the Tweed. BY' hils permission, I shall quote at 
length. "There is what might be called an unhappy, some
tirpes, quite grotesque, mingLing of Scripture texts. Who 
is not familiar with 'the following wor,ds addressed to 
God in prayer, 'Thou art the high and lofty One that in
habiteth eternity" a'nd the praises thereof! which is but a 
jumble of two glorious texts, each glorious taken by itself 

---,both marred. and one altogether lost inde'ed, when thus 
combined and mingled, The one is Isaiah lvii, 15, 'Thus 
saith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy.' The other is, Psalm xxii, 3, 'Thou 
art holy, 0 thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel,' The 
inhabdting of the prailses of. eternity, to say the least, is 
meagre; there were no praises in the past eternity to in
habit. But what a glo,ry is there in God's condescending 
to inhabit, take up his very abode, in the praises, of Israel, 
of the ransomed church. Then there is an example noth
ing less than grotesque under this head, and yet one in 
such frequent use that I suspect it is very generally re
gar:ded as having the sanction of Scripture. Here it is, 
'We would put our hand on our mouth, and our mouth 
in the dust, and cry out, Unclean, unclean; God be merci
ful to us sinners.' Thi.s is no 'fewer, than four texts joined, 
each beautiful by itself. First, Job xl. 4, 'Behold, I am 
vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay my haRd upon 
my mouth.' Second, Lamentations i.1i. 29, 'He putteth his 
mouth in the dtllSt; if so be there may be hope.' Third, 
Leviticus xiii. 45, 'where the leper is directed to put a 
covering upon his upper lip, and to ory, Unclean, un
clean. And fourtH, the publican's prayer. But how in
congruous a man's first putting his hand on rus mouth, 
then putting his mouth in the dust, and, last of all, cry
ing out, etc,! The only other example I give is an ex
pression nearly universal among us, and, I suspect, almost 
universally thought to be in Scripture,. 'In thy favour is 
life, and thy lovingkindness is petter than life.' The fact 
is, that this also is just an unhappy combination of two 
passages, in which the term life is used in altogether dif
ferent, and even incompatible senses, namely, PsaJm lxiii. 
3, 'T~y lovingkindness, is better than life,' where, evi
dently, life means the present temporal life. 

"A second class may be described 31S unhappy altera
tions of Scripture l~nguage. Need I say that the 130th 
Psalm, 'Out of the depths,' etc",is one of the most precious 
in the whole hook of the Psalms? Whv must we have the 
words of David and of the Holy Ghost thtllS given in pub
lic prayer, and so constantly that our pious people come 
all to adopt it into their social and family prayers, 'There 
is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared, and 
plenteous redemption 'that thou mayest be sought after,' 0iJ" 

'unto'? How precious the simple words as they stand 
in the Psalm (verse 4), 'There is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be, feared' (verses 7, 8); 'With the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption; and 
he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities!' Again, 
in this blessed Psalm, the words of. the third verse, 'If 
thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 0 'Lord, who shall 
stand?' too seldom are left us in thei.r naked simplicity, 

. hut must undergo the following change, 'If thou wert 
strict to mark iniquity,' etc. I remember in myoid college 
days, we used to have it in-a much more offensive shape, 
'If'thou'wert strict to mark and rigorous to punish!' An
other favourite, change is the foHowing, 'Thou art in 
heaven, and we upon earth; therefore let our words be 
few and well ordered.' Solomon's simple and :sublime ut
terance (full of inS1l:ruction, surely, on the whoJe theme 
I am dealing with) is, 'God ,is in heaven, and thou upon 

.... 
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earth; therefore let thy words be few: Eccles. v. 2. For 
another example under this class see how Habakkuk's 
sublime words are tortured, 'Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and catlJSlt not look on sin without abhor
rence.' , The words of Ibhe-Holy Ghost are (Hen. i. 13), 
'Thou art of purer teyes than to behold evil, and canst 
not look on iniquity.' Need I say that the power of the 
figure, 'canst not look on iniquity' i,s nearly lost when 
you add that God can look on it, only not without 
abhorrence? ' 

"A third class is made up of meaningless pleonasms, 
vulgar,"common-place redundancies of expression, in quot
ing from'the Scriptures. One of these has become so uni
versal, that I venture to say you seldom miss it, when the 
passage referred to comes up at all. 'Be in 1:ihe midst of 
us' (or, as some prefer to express it, somewhat unfortu
nately, as I think, 'in our midst'), 'to Ibless us, and to do 
us good: \\That additional idea ·is there in the last ex
pression, 'and to do us good'? The passage ,referred to is 
ExodU!s xx. 24, 'In all places where I record my name, 
I will come unto you, and I will" ,bless you.', Such is the 
simplicity of Scripture. Our addition is, 'Bless us, and do 
us good'.' In Daniel iv. 35, we read the noble words, 
'None can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 
thou?' The favourite change is, 'None can stay thy 
hand from working.' ,'Eye hath not 'seen, 'nor ear heard, 
neither have entered ,into the heart of man the'things 
which God hath prepaTed fOT them that love him !' This is 
changed, 'Neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
.to conceive the things.' Con~tantf:ly we hear God address
ed as 'the hearer and answerer of pmyer,' a ,mere vulgar 
and useless ,pleonasm, for the Scripture idea of God's 
hearing prayer is juSll: hilS answering 1t-'0 thou that hear
est prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come;' 'Hear my 
prayer 0 Lord;' 'I love the Lord because 'he hath heard 
my voice and my suPPlications.' Whence, again, that com
monplace of puiblic prayer, 'Thy consolations are neither 
few nor small'? The reference, I suppose, is to those 
words of Job, 'Are the consolations of God small with 
thee?' So one scarce ever hears that prayer of the seventy
fourth Psalm, 'Have respect to the covenant, for the dark 
places of .the earth are full of the habitations o'f cruelty',' 
without the addition, 'horrid cruelty!' nor 'the call to 
prayer in Isaiah, 'Keep not silence, and give him. no rest, 
till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth,' without the addition, 'the whole earth !' nor that ap
peal of the Psalmist, 'Whom have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee," with(;>ut 
the addition, 'none in all the earth.' These last may seem 
small matters, indeed. And so they are, nor were worth 
finding fault with, did they occur but occasionally. But 
viewed as stereotyped common-places, weak enough ,in 
themselves, and occurring so of,ten as to give an impres-' 
sian of their having Scripture authority, I humbly think 
they ought to be discountenanced and discarded---banished 
wholly from our Presbyterian worship, It· will, perhaps, 
surprise you to learn thq.t the only Scripture authority 
for that favourite, and somewhat .peculiar expression, 
about the 'wicked rolling sin as a sweet morsel under their 
tongue,' is the following words in the book of Job (xx. 
12)", 'Though wickedness be ISweet in his mouth, though he 
hide it under his tongue.' " 

But_ enough of this. I am only sorry to have felt bound 
in conscience ,to be so long upon so unhappy a subject., I 
cannot, however, leave the point without urging upon you 
.literal acc.uracy in all quotations from the word of God. 

It ought tQ. be a point of honour among ministers al
ways to quote Scripture correctly. It is difficult to be 
always correct, and because it i's difficult, it should be all 
the more the object of our care: In .the halls of Oxford 
or' Cambridge it would be considered almost treason or
felony for a fellow to mi.squote Tacitus, or Virgil, oc 
Homer; but for a preacher to misquote Paul, or Moses, OT 
David, .is a far more serious matter, and quite as worthy 
of the severest censure. Mark, I said a "fellow," not a 
freSlhman, and from a pastor we expect, at least, equal 
accuracy in his own department as h'om the holder of 
a fellow&hip. You who so u'11!waveringly believe in the 
verbal-inspiration theory (to my intense satisfaction), 
ought never to quote at all until you can give the precise 
words, because, according to your·own showing, by the 
alteration of a single word you may miss altogether God's 
senlSe' of the passage. If you cannot make extracts from 
Scripture cor·rectly, why quote iot at 3:11 in your pet.itions? 
Make use of an expression fresh from your own mind, 
and it will be quite as acceptable to God as a scriptural 
phrase defaced or clipped. .vehemently strive against 
garblings and perversions of ,Scripture. and ,renounce for 
ever all cant phrases, for they are the disfigurement of 
free prayer. 

I hav.e noti~d a habit among some-I hope you have 
not fallen into iot-of praying with their ey:es open. It is 
unnatural, unbecoming, and disgusting. Occasionally the 
opened eye uplifted to heaven may be suitable and im
pressive, but to be gazing Cilbout while professing to ad
dress the unseen God is detestable. In the earliest ages of 
the church the fathers denounced this unseemly practice. 
Aonon in prayer should be very little used, if at all. It is 
scarcely comely to lift and move the arm, as if in preach
ing; the outstretched ~rms however, cYr the clasped hands, 
are natural and suggestive when under strong holy ex
citement. The voice should accord with the matter, and 
should never be boisterous, or sdf-as'lerting: humble and 

. 1"everent let those tones be in which man talketh with his 
God. Doth not even nature itself teach you this? If 
grace does not I despair. 

With 'special regard to your prayers in the Sabb\Lth 
services, a few sentences may be useful. In order to pre
vent custom and routine from being enthroned among us, 
it will be well to vary the order of service as, f!£uch as 
possible. Whatever the free Spirit moves us to do, that 
let us do at once, I was not till lately aware of the extent 
to which the control of deacons, has been allowed to in
trude itself upon ministers in certain benighted churches. 
I have always been accustomed to conduct religious ser
\r.ices in the way I have thought most suitable and edi
fying, and I never have heaTd so much as a word-of objec
tion, alothough I trust I can- say I live On the dearest inti~ 
macy with my officet'ls ; but- a brother minister told me this 
morning, that ort one occa.sion, he prayed in the morning 
service' at the commencement instead of giving out a hymn, 
and when he retired into the vestry, af.ter service, the 
deacons informed him tha,t they would have no inno
vations. \Ve hitherto understood that Baptist churches 
are not under bondage to traditions and fixed rules as to 
modes of worship, and yef these poor creatures, these 
would-be lords, who cry out loudly enough against a, 
liturgy, would bind their mi:nister. with rubr.ics made by 
custom. It is time that such nonsense' were for ever 
silenced. We claim to conduct" service as the Holy Spirit 
moves us, and as we judge hest. We will not be bound 
to sing here and pray there, but will vary the -order of 
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service to prevent monotony. Mr. Hinton, I have heard, 
once preached the sermon at the ·commencement of the 
servke, so that those who' came late might at any rate 
have an opportunity to pray. And why not? Irregulari
ties would do good, monotony-works weariness. It will 
frequently 'be a m.ost profitable thing to let the people sit 
qUqte still in profound silence for two or five minutes. 
Solemn silence makes noble worship. 

True prayer is not the noisy sound 
That clamorous lips repeat, 

But the deep silence of a soul 
That clasps Jehovah's feet. 

Vary the order of your prayers, then, for the sake of 
maintaining attention, . and preventing people going 
through the whole thing as a clock runs on till the weights 
are down .. 

Vary the length of your public prayer~. Do you not 
think it would be much better if sometimes instead of giv
ingthree minutes to the first prayer and fifteen minutes 
to the second, you gave nine minutes to each? Would it 
not be better sometimeS t.o be longer in the first, and not 
so long in the second prayer? Would not two prayers of 
tolerahle length be better than one extremely long and 
one extremely short? Would it not be as well to have a 
hymn after reading the chapter, or a verse or two before 
the prayed Why not sing four times, occasionally? Why 
not be content with two hymlnS, or only one, occasionally? 
Why sing after the sermon? Why,.on the other hand, do 
some never sing at the close of the service? Is a prayer 
aft~r the sermon always, or even often, advisable? Is it 

.not sometimes most impressive? Would not the Holy 
Spirit's guidance secure us a variety at present unknown? 
Let us have anything so that our people do not come to 
regard any form of service as Ibeing appointed, and 'so 
relapse into the superstition from which they have escaped. 

Vary the current of your prayers in intercession. There 
are many topics which require your attention; ,the church 
in its weakness, its backslidings, its sorrows, and its com
forts; :the outsl·de world, the neighborhood, unconverted 
hearers, the young people, the nation. Do not pray for all 
these every time, or otherwise your prayers will be long 
and probably uninteresting. Whatever topic shall come 
uppermost to your heart, let that be uppermost in your 
supplications. There is a way of taking a line of prayer, 
if the Holy Spirit shall guide you therein, which wiH make 
the service all of a piece, and harmonize with the hymns 
and discourse. It is very useful to maintain unity in the 
service. where you can; not slavishly, but wisely, so that 
the effect is one. Certain ,brethren do not even manage 
t.o keep unity in ·nhe sermon, but wander froOm Britain 
to Japan," and bring in all imaginaible subjects; but you 
who have attained to the preservation of unity ,in the ser
mon might go a little farther, and exhibit a degree of unity 
in the service, being careful in both the hymn,' and the. 
prayer, and the chapter, to keep the same subject promi
nent. Hardly commendahle is the practi-ce, common with 
some preachers, of rehearsing the sermon in the last 

. prayer. It may be instructive to the audience, but .that is 
3.n object altogether foreign to prayer. It is stilted, s~ho
lastic, and unsuitable; do not imitate the practice. 

As you would av.oid a viper, keep from all attemPts to 
'work up spuriOf's fervour in public devotion. Do not
la'bour to seem earnest. Pray as your heart dictates, under 
the 'leading of the Spirit of God, 'ana if you are dull and 
heavy tell the Lord so. It will be no ill thing to confess 

your deadness, and ibewail it, and cry for quick.en~ng; it 
will be real 'and acceptable prayer; but simulated ardour 
is a shameful form of lying. Never limittate those who are 
earnest. Y.oU know a good ·man who groans, and an
other whose voice grows shrill when he is car.ried away 
with zeal, Dut do not therefore moan or squeak in order 
to appear as zealous as they are. JuS'!: he natural the whole 
way through, and ask of God to be guided in it all. 

Lastly-this is a word I utter in confidence to your
selves-prepare your prayer. You :say with astonish
ment, "'Whatever can you mean by that?" Well, I mean 
what some do not mean. The question was once discussed 
in a Bociety of minis.ters, "Was it ri.ght 'for the minister 
to prepare his prayer bef.orehand?" It was earnestly as
serted by some that itt was wrong; and very properly so. 
It was with equal earnestness maintained Iby others that 
it was right; and they were not to begainsayed. I be
lieve both parties to have heen right. The first brethren 
unde~stood by preparing the prayer, the ,studying of ex
pressions, and the putting together of a train of thought, 
which they all said was altogether opposed to spiritual 
worship, in which we ought to leave ourselves in the hand 
of God's Spirit to be taught of him both as to matter and 
words. In these remarks we altogether agree; for if a 
man writes hi'S prayers and studies his petittions, let him 
use a liturgy at once. But the brethren in opposition 
meant by preparation quite another thing, not the prepa
ration of the head, but of the hear.t, which consists in the 
solemn' consideration beforehand of the importance of 
prayer, meditcttion upon the needs of men's souls, and a 
rememlbrance O'f the pr.omises which we are to plead; and 
thus coming lbefore .the Lord with a petJitJion written upon 
the fleshy tables of 'the heart. This i.s surely better than 
coming to God at random, rushing before the throne at 
haphazard, without a definite errand or desire. "I never 
am tired of praY'ing,". said one man, "because I always 
have a definite errand when I pray." Brethren, are your 
prayers of ;this sort? Do you strive to be in a fit frame 
to lead the supplications of your people? Do you order 

. your cause in com~ng before the Lord? I feel, my 
'brethren, that we ought to prepare ourselves by priv<;tte 
prayer for public praying. By living near to G~d we 
ougiht to maintain prayerfulness of spirit, and . then we 
shal.l not fail in our vocal pleadings. I f an~ing be
yond this is to be tolerated, it would 'be the commitment 
to memory of the Psalms and parts of Scriptu.re con
ta1.nang promises, supplications, praises, and c.onfessions, 
such as may be helpful in the act of prayer. It ~ said of 
Chrysostom, that he had learned his B~ble by heart, so as 
to he able .to repeat it at his pleasure: no wonder that he 
was called golden-mouthed. Now, in our converse with 
God, no speech can be more appropriate than the words 
of the Holy Ghost':""'-"'Do as thou hast said," will al
ways prevail with the Most High. We counsel, there
fore, the committing to memory of the inspired devotional 
exercises of the word of ,truth, and then your continued 
reading of the Scriptures will keep you always furnished 
with fresh supplications, which will be as ointment poured \ 
forth, filling the whole h.ouse of God with its f.ragr~ce, 
when you present pe>1liltions in public before the Lord. 
Seeds of prayer thus sown' in the memory will yield a 
constant golden harvest, as the Spirit shall warm your 
soul with hallowed fire in the hour of congregational 
prayer. As David used the sword of Goliath for after 
victories, so may we at times employ a petiti.on already 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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~be 3/arbt£) g;treet ~ulptt 
A POT OF- OIL:-AND GOD. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Preached In Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Morning, August 9th, 1931. 

(Stenographically Reported). 

"Now there cried a certain woman of the wives 'of ,the .sons of 1fue PTophets unto Elis·ha, saying, 
Thy servant my 'huslband is dead; and thO'll lmowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor 
is come to. ta:ke unto ihim my two sons' to be bondmen. , 

"And Elisha said unto her, Wllat shall I do' foO,r thee? ten me, what has ilfuolll in the h.ouse? And s'he 
said, Thine handmaid hath, noOt any thing in: 1fue bouse, Slave a pot of adl. , 

"Then he sa,id, 'Go, borrow thee vessels albroad of ·all thy neigihbours, even empty vessels; borrow not 
a few. . 

"And when 1Jho,U! ar:t come in, thou shalt shut the door u.pon 1fuee aoo upon thy So.lIS, aoo sihalt pour 
out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. ' 

"So she went f'l'lom''him, and shut the dlQlOT lIl'Pon her and upon 'her sons, wbo brougiht the. ves'Sel.Sl to her; , 
and she pouTed out. 

"And i.t came, to pass, Wlhen the,vessels. were fuU, thBlt s!he .said unto her son, Bring -me yet a 'V'essel. 
And hie said unto her, There ,i:s! not a Vl8lSSeI more. And: the oil stayed. 

"Then slbe came and ,told 1fue man of God. And he said, Go, sell tihe oil, a'nd pay thy debt, and live 
tholl! and thy children 00 the rest."-J'I K~ngs 4: 1-7. 

Prayer before the sermon. 
We lift .our hearts, to Thee, Thou Holy' One, in the name 

of Him Who .is olllr ,saviour, and Whom 'Dhou d:idst set f(}rth 
to be the pr(}p~t~altion for OUT sins. We thank T>hee that 
T·hou didst 'ma·ke to meet upon Him the iniquities' of us aU. 
We thank Thee that nothing has heen omliJtted Drom the 
catalogue of our obligati01llS'. We rejoice to know that He, 
Who is our -Med1ator, took not on Hdm Ibb,·e nature of ~ngeJs·, 
but took on Him the seed! of Abra'ham; and that therefure 
we have an High Priest Who can ibe tOlllched with the feeling 
,00 .oUT infirmities. We thank Thee that Th.ou didat send 
forth Thy Son, made 00 a W1o'man, made under the law, to 
redeem them which were under the law, ;that we n!'i:g:ht 
receive the adoption of SoO'llS. 

We have no -measuTing line Iby w:hich to estimate, the di
mensions of Thy matchless grace. We wOTship in the 
'Presence of 'thils disclosure .of Thy:selif in the pel'lSlon 00 
Jesus C'hrist: No man hat'h .seen God at any time; the only 
begotten 'SOIn, W'ho is in the bosom o;f' the FatheT, He hath 
declared: R!~m. We thank Thee for this dleclaration, fOT th~s 
unveiling, fOT. this self-revelation; f·or we, hav-e seen Thee, 0 
Foat'her, Son, 'and Holy Ghost, suff'ering dior us. We bleslS' 
T>hee heclll1l!Se ThOll' hast IDounodi a way whereby Thy banished 
should nDlt be expeIled from T>hee. 

We come .thios morning, many of 'IliS, as ;f;lroIse who have 
. seen Ohrist, and in Him we have ibeheld t'he Saviour. And 
we know, tha·t, notwithstanding ·our utter unworthines's, all 
our .sins have bee~' put iBwa;~71; we are washed and cleansed 
by the precious iblood. Thou hast imPlllted to lJISo the perfect 
righteousness 00 our Representa.t-ive, our Substitute. Our, 
Daysman now 'appears' in Thy presence ~or us; and Thou 
dIost Look I1l!pon us this morning, we rej'Oice to mow, in the 
face of Thine Anointed. In Him ThOUl dost see U'S' to be 
complete; fur Thou ihast made :us to be oom:plete in Him 
W'ho is the Head of all principa.lJ..ity and! power. ' 

We' thank Thee that T>hou lhast thus liflted UIS out of ol11r 
poverty, and made us heirs of the unsearcha·ble riches of 
Ohrist; that ThOi\l ;hast saved us from our utter moral bank
ruptcy; and that Thou hBlS't plBlced at 0IUIl" dii&posal all 1lhie 
resources 00 Dedoty, and hast !blessed us wiith. all spdritUlal 
bles'sings in heavenly !places in ·Christ: according as T>OOu 
didst chose us in Him beflQTe the founda"tion of the wOTld·, 
that we shoold be :holy and without blame ,before H~m' in 
love. '" 

We oonifess, 0 Looo,' our mithlessness; 'we mounJ. t'h'at 
we have taken such meagre advantage 'Of the indinite re
sou.roes o;f' ,grace; that w:hi:Ie child'ren of <the' King, we have 
ofrten l~ved as 1iliJough we were 'Ourselves pa"upem. 

We 1fuank T>hee for the 'Word Wlhieh we have read from 
T>hy Book thi.s·-m;orning. How verily tru'e it is that Solomon 

in alll JJ.~s g10ry WBIS not arrayed; like the smallest Bowers 
which gI'lOW under T>hy sOlVereign oore I. Help illS, ~ pray 
,])hee, t'hds mOl"lldng that we may nat only look to 'Ilhee fuT 
the forgivenes's of sin, and rejoice in our adoption into the . 
divine fa"mily, ibut that we 'ffi.ay walk as children IOIf light; 
that we may live aiso princes of the . blood; tha.t we may 
behave, as those w:ho ·have seen ;tfue King in His glory, and 
hehold the loaond that is very fJar off. 

Row diffiC'Ullt i.t is for us to rise above the ciroumSltances 
of life! HO'W often ou'r Tedoeemedi spirits seem to ibe im
pdsoned within the nar:row oolIl!fines af 0'111" IO'W'Il! materi'al 
conditions! 

"Loak, how we 'grovel Ihere ibeJJow! 
Fond of these eartihly :fiooyl;; 

Our SlOW'S can neither fly nor goo' 
To reac'h immortal joys!'" 

o Thou lihemting Spirit, come 00 us thiis ~oOrmng, and 
set IUlS all iflree in Ohrist Jesus,!, Give IllS of Thy grace, 
enabling IUS to stand fast in the Uberty w!herewilth Ohrist 
hath made us free. 

We (plead in behaM 'Of ·1lli.ose who ar:e tl'oUlbled and! tried, 
of those IWIho in Thy pTesence thi·s morning a"re c'ast dO'W'Il, 
and their souls dnsquliJeted within them. We pray for sOme 
wh'O, perhaps', 'aTe peculiarly press'ed by tempOTal cares, by 
t'heir domestic situatiOOlS-the need! of the childTen, thOse 
thing'S' of wlhieh 'We 'have !been reading: what shaH we eat, 
and what S'hall we drink, and whel"efWlithal SihJaU we be 
Cilothed'. 

·Giv-e us, we pr:ay Thee, that .spiritual enlightenment, and 
1~hoat enabling ,grace which will enable us, first to see, and 
then definitely to ,seek the kingdom of ,God and His right
eOlllsn-eBS, leaving to Thy Fatherly care these les'ser matters 
of ,oor teDl!lJ'Oral interests. 

We .beseech T>hee to make 'IllS true children of faith. May 
our religi:on (be rea:!; may our trust dn God! he kl'.f a most 
practical .order! Help us day by day,---und'er the observation 

. of th'Ose woo know nIOt God, !hut who neled -Him SIO muoo,
to hear fai1fuful testimony to Thy saving grace, th'lllt ot'hers 
may desire tbt supeThU!m8lll, that divine, help ad', :wthich our 
J.iVeB' shall :be the manif-es.tation', the inCiontrovertib1e proof. 
Lord, bles's us; help u's to live as those who Ihave pa.s'sed 
Iilhrolllg!h the grave dnto :the joy and' fllllneS'St of a me that is 
in 'Ohrist JeSUlS, SiO that it may appeax ·to aU that we are 
dead and our ldves are hid with Ohrilst in God. 

We pray' for any who may 'be witlrout this circle of privi
lege; :fIor any who may never have k:n.own the joy o;f direct 
'access to God' thl'OO'g'h Jes'IlS Christ, for any who may have 
.been :ilormaHy, and' but nommally, religiOlUs, wlhio .ihave I1iO'I; 
actually come into the divine presence, who ;have not been 

I 
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touched :by the Hfe-givilng, energizing, Spirit of G.od. Make 
all in this assembly to know that God is the Helper O!f all 
who are In need, that He i's indeed a very present help 
in time O!f trouble. 

We bring 1Jhe needs of this' oongregation Ibefore Thee. How 
we would pray did! we but know What eac!h requires! But 
we thank Thee that 'We come to One-as Th~ Word 'has taught 
us again this morning--4io One WihJo .knOlWL\l· wbat needs we 
have ·before we tell Him·. And we thank Thee that 'IIhat 
fatherly wisdom, 11hat infinite goodness, that love and! mercy, 
w1hic!h are like ft!he :wJideneSIS' of the sea, can. prepare, and 
win prepaTe, &Uswem to our poor petititons, whioh will S'Il!'
prise '\lIS 'W!ith their marvellous, 1Iheir mwtc'hless, wealth. 

.oh, enrich IUS all, and send us fl'lom this place tis morning 
with a song of j'oy and ·gladnes·s in our ihearts. Irs it not 
wnitten, They shaN obtain j,oy and gladness,;, and, SOl'll'lO,W 

and! siglhing shall flee away? Lead 'WI into an anticipation 
of that heavenly life, and ,bless. us with the blessing of the 
Lordi which maketh rich and addeth no s,or·row thereto. FoOT 

Jesus Oh:riist's sake we 8ISk it, Amen. 

I. 
Let us look at this text without any introduction at all, 

and come right at once to' the door of the treasury, To 
SEE RELIGION AT WORK, TRUE RELIGION IN THE ExER-
CIsE OF ITS PROPER FUNCTION. • 

What is your religion for? I speak to such as are 
Christians. What is your Christianity for? Of what 
value is it? What service does iLrender you? What 
is the proper function of religion? What ought the 
preacher to he doing? Indulging in some metaphysical 
exposition about something which nobody understands, 
and giving an appearance of learning, perhaps? For what 
do the children come to the table hut to satisfy their 
hunger? ADd what is the religion of Christ for if it 
is n'Ot to help us? 
. Here is the picture of a woman with a creditor, and 

with no money in the bank, and no resour·ces, so far as 
she knows,-at the end of herself; to use the hackneyed 
phrase, "at her wits' end". And when she does not 
know what else to d'O, she goes to see the preacher. 

That is what you do! When you are bubbling over 
with joy you do not come to see me-unless it be to 
arrange for a wedding! But the people wh'O are in all 
kinds of trouble resort to the preacher. And it is right 
that they should do so; for I have greatly mistaken the 
whole purpose of the revelation of God in Christ if it does 
not mean that God wanted to come so close to us that 
He. could help us in everything, and that our. Christian 
faith ought to link us on to the resources of Deity, so 
that it will put all heaven's treasury at our command. 

Now Jook at the story. It is quite right that we should 
. pray about the great matters of the soul. The problem 
of our 'Origin and our destiny,-whence we came·, and 
whither we go; and the conditions which are to govern 
the transition from one point to another-surely every 
thoughtful person must, at times, turn his mind to a 
consideration of these things. But there are some people 
who seem to assume that the religion of Christ is wholly 
a matter 0.£ the clouds. There are some people who 
are ultra-spiritual, so spiritual that they forget to put their 
foot on mother-earth at all-or profess so to be. . 

N'Ow the fact· ot the matter is, we have bodies; we are 
in the world, and we are' shut up--unwekome as the 
truth is, and reluctant as we are sometimes to recognize 
and acknowledge it-we are all of us shut up to the 
necessity of dealing with these material considerations. 
Does the religion of Christ promise any relief to a widow 
with a creditor? It is all very well to go to see a poor 
mother, and ,teU her what she ought to do,-that she 

ought .to send her children to Sunday School; and 
that we desire they should al,l -be converted, that she 
and her husband should be converted too. She says, 
"That is very nice. I do not quite know what you mean, 
but I suppose it would be a good thing. And if it is 
a good thing I should like to have it. But I am sorry 
that the children will not be there next Sunday, for they 
have no clothes in whi<:h to go; and while I am inter
ested in these matters-I am not wholly indifferent
the fact of the matter is, the landlord is coming to-mor-row, 
and I have no money with which to pay the rent. Have 
you anything to say to me about that?" 

What are we going to do when amid these straitened 
circumstances? Is ,the religion of Christ designed to meet 
our temporal, as well as our spiritual, needs in any 
measure? Does it concern itself with the little as well 
las with the great things of life? Has it any relation 
to the things which are seen as well as to the things 
which are not seen, and whioh are eternal? I am sure 
it has. I am positive that the Lord would have us pray 
about these things .. I am not telling you how, for the 
moment, He answers our prayer~that is another ques
tion. But I do say that it is perfectly legitimate that we 
should bring the smallest details, even th~ things that 
seem to us to be but trifles, to the Lord; in other words, 
that we should go to the Prophet and talk to Him about 
the insistent creditor, who promises to put in the bailiff 
and sell everything. 

Our gracious Lord, in the days of His flesh, never 
taught His disoiples, either ,by precept or example, to neg
lect any part of life. In the great words we read this 
morning He said, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye ~ave need of all these things." He knows we are flesh 
and blood; "He knoweth our frame; He remembereth 
tliat we are dust." Are you not glad of that? Some people 
do not remember that; they think you are made of granit~, 
or of steel, and that nothing can br·eak or -bend you, that 
there is no limit at all to human endurance. Not thus 
does God regard us : "Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." And, to quote 
aga~n, the reason for His pity is that He knows our limita
tions, "He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we 
are dust." 

Do' not he above praying about the b.r.ead-and-butter 
question. Do not be above praying about the hank ac
count-when it is written in red. We are to pray always; 
we are to carry aU our burdens to the Lord, and to cast all 
our care upon Him; and we shall find that He careth for 
us . 

II. . 
Let us see how God answers this petition. IT Is EVER 

THE WAY OF GRACE TO ANSWER PRAYER, TO SUPPLY 
OUR NEED, BY MULTIPLYING OUR OWN ABILITIES. 

. Let me lay dOW1t a principle in order to correct Q. com-
1non error. Some of us would like to have miracles per
formed, miracles that are objective to ourselves: we want 
God to do something for us. In other words, when we 
come, like this woman, with our tale of woe, we expect 
Him to answer, "AB right, I will attend to that; I will 
pay the bill for you. It will'be all right." That has been 
your' dreams-that God would somehow qr another sup
ply you temporally and spiritually, whatever be the scope 
of your. prayer, that He would supply you with thai!: which' 
you require apart from yourself. That is the fallacy of 
Socialism in all its fifty-seven varieties. What it argues 
is that human nature may be bettered, and that the con- . 
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ditions of human life may be, ameliorated, by an improve
ment of circ1,.lmstances-by something outside of our
selves. That is what people, are asking for: "Go and pay 
the de'bt lowe to the creditors. Show me how I can get 
rid of certain obligations." 

Now what I want to make clear to you 18 this: it is 
always ·the divine way to do something for us hy doing 
something in us. God never works for His children with
out working in His children and through them. 

When the woman came to the prophet and told her 
story, he said, ""Vdl~ just what do you want me to do for 
you? What 'hast thou in the hous~? What contribution 
can you make toward this? How much can you pay on 
the dollar?" She said, '~Why, nothing at all! I have 
nothing." And she thought a minute: "0 yes, I have. 

, Away up there in the cupboard there is a little pot, and 
there i:s a little oil in it. That is everything I hav,e in the 
house." , 
, When we come to God pleading bankruptcy we must 
expect Him to ask us questions; we must eXipect Him to 
demand a statement, not alone of our liabilities, 'hut of 
our assets. "What have you got? What is there in you? 
Wha.ot is there at your command? What element of life 
remains' unconsecrated' to Mv service? Where is the 

, leakage? What is the cause ,of your ,poverty? What ha-ye 
you in the house?" 

There are people who are not above complaining of 
their spiritual state. They go mourning all ;their days, 
and" they are never happy but when they are miserable: 
they ar,e continually pouring out their complaints. There 
i:s one passage of scripture, among many, that needs no 

, exposi,tJion, and no proof. "It i:s this, "We that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, heing hurdened"! We do plenty of 
it. Why? Well, we would like to have spiritual enrich
ment; and we dream sometimes of some ecstatic ex
perience, some rapture of soul; tha.ot the Lord is going to 
come and carry us off into the seventh heaven~r at 
least into the third-and we are going to have a marvel
lous time sometime-sometime-sometime ! Many 
people there are whose Bibles remain closed, whose talents 
remain buried, whose powers are undisciplined, ~mexer
cised, dormant, useless, all but a.otrophied from disuse, 

'while they dream of experiencing a sudden stupendous 
miracle .that will instantaneously convert the wilderness 
into a flowering garden. I have known many who have 
cherished such expectations, and who have sought their 
realization in an orgy of emotional excitement, but the 
ultimaote issue has ever been a still drearier barrenness. 

That is not God's way. His question ES' al~ays, ','What 
hast t.hou in the house? What talent has been laid away? 
Whalt' capacity have you that ha'S not been placed aot the 
divine disposal? What is there in you that I can lay hold 
of and make use of? What have yo.u got in the house? 
Now answer." "What is it that I shall do for thee?" 
,sai-th the Prophet, the great Prophet. Did He not say to 
the bland man, "\Vhat witt thou that I should do unto 
thee ?" That is His question. 

And· I wilt telt you what we shall every one answer 
when it comes to that. We shall answer like this woman: 
"\Ve 'have nothing at alt." \Ve may be proud enough 
when we measure ourselves with others; but when we 

, ,come to think of what God wants to do for us and in us, 
and whether there is anything at aU that I can place at 
His disposal" I have to say, ','No; it is just because of my 
utter spiritual' poverty that I have prayed. I have noth
ing!" 

But 'are you"sure? Are you sure? Nothing? Nothing 
at all? "I cannot sing." Well perhaps that is something 
to he thankful for, I do not know. Of a good many 
things you say, "I cannot do it"; hut there is something 
:you can do. If we are really the Lord's, there is a pot of 
oil somewhere. It may be a very small pot; it may be 
very poor oil; it may be only half oil, I do not know. 
But oh, remember it was the man of one talent who hid 
it in the earth. And ~t is often those who think they have 
nothing a.ot all, by a false modesty, a 'Sort of "voluntary 
humi'lity", who refuse to place at the divine disposal what 
they have. Perhaps you cannot do very much; but what
ever you have He demands it. 

Let me remind you of' one or two illustrations of that 
principle. Moses was sent to Pharaoh;; he was commis
sioned to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Egyptians 
-a great 'task, for Egypt was the greatest of all world 
powers at that time. The Israehltes were but a despised 
people, a nation of slaves. ,Moses, though learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptia~', was very meek and -yery 
modest, and he told the Lora that he was, not quahfied 
for so great a task; that the Lord had selected the wrong 
instrument-he thought there was nothing in him at all! 
He was not eloquent and could not speak. How many 
people there are who assume they can do nothing-so they 
savIo 

-But you· remember what the Lord said? He 'Said, 
~~What is that in thine hand?" It was a rod. And He 
said, "Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, 
and ojt became a serpent." And God said, "Put forth 
thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his 
hand, and caught i,t, and it became a rod in -his h.and." 
And the Lord said, "That will do for me; that will suit 
my purpose; I will use that." "Oh, but there· are 
Pharaoh's hor.ses and chariots, and all the might of 
Egypt !" "N ev,er mind. I will use that rod. It w~ll do 
for Me." And you know what wonders God wrought 
with Moses' rod-how He divided ,the waters, and how 
they came again to their place when'the morning appear
ed. And you know haw it smote the rock and waters 
gushed Ottt. And you remember at last it'became the sign 
and symlbol- of Moses' appointment when the rod budded. 

Now "what is that in thine hand?" It cannot be much, 
bttt whatever it is let God have it. 

And you rememher the still more familiar instance, per
haps, of the disciples who were concerned for tihe people's 
visible needs, and said, "Send the multitude away, that 
they may go ,into the villages, and buy themselves vi~tua1s. 
But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye 
them to eat." 

How would vou women like to have five thousand 
people-five thousand hungry men beside women and 
children--come to dinner, unannounced, if. you had noth
ing but ordinary supplies in the pantry? 

When Jesus said that, they said, "Why, two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every 
one of them may take a littJe!" The J~rd" in effect" 
said "I am not talking a.obout giving a little. When I 
entertain I- never give a little; I always give enough, 
enough and to spare. What have you got?" There was 
a man-I do not know wb-ether he was a member of a 
finance committee or not, he ought t<.> have been-and 
he said, "There is a lad here, which hath five barley 
loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among 
so many?" 

r, 
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"What hast thou in the house?" That is· all. What Provide yourself, so far as it is possible,· with the largest 
have you that God can lay hold of and make use of- capacity for the reception of the blessing that God is 
any talent, however poor in capacity? It may be only going to give you. Open your heart. We have not 
the ability to shake hands. Some people have not got much-only a meagre ,capacity-bilt God will fill that, 
that, you know. You shake hands with them, and you ~nd enlarge it-and enlarge it-and continue to enlarge 
do not know whether you have got hold of one of the It. 
two fishes, or ·what you have! There are others who. Do you know why some people are spiritually poor? 
cannot say much, ·cannot do very much; but somehow or It.is because they do not go and borrow vessels from 
another they can put their heart into a hand-clasp and their neighbours. You say, "I am so poor; I have only 
send somebody away saying, "I thought this world wils a little pot of oil; I cannot do a thing. If I were to go 
a cold, old, place; ,but it is ·not so very !bad after aU. and speak to Mrs. Jones next door I should faint in the 
There is someone who cares." attempt-I really should. I have no strength for any-

I do not know what Y'our particular capacity, your thing at all." If you ~ould only go and speak to Mrs. 
talent, may :be. I am simply pleading for the consecra- Jones you would find you would be filled, and she would 
tion of the little things, of the least things, to the Lord be filled too! Go and borrow a vessel; enlarge your 
for His service, that He may USe them for His glory. A capacity in someone else's life, multiply yourself hy con
good voice? A good memory? A kindly smile? A tact with others. Go and borrow vessel!?; borrow not a 
gracious, winning personality, perhaps? Let God have - few. 
it, whatever it may be. Did you ever lead anyone to: Christ? Did you? You 

I stopped .1~y car yesterday, and I saw a little boy- have been a Christian for a g~od num~er ~! years. Can 
he could not have been more than four years old, per- you say as I speak to you ~hlS I?oornmg, Yes;. I know , 

. haps less than that-playing with the case of his father's somebody whom the Lor~ m HIS mercy. perJl1Ltt~d me 
or somebody else's, glasses. He put it ·down on the side- to lea:d to the feet of Chnst. I went at It tremblmgly; 
walk-I do not know what he had in it I could not see but He used me." You were happy; you were filled 
And he looked up at me and said, "Hello!" And .h~ with joy when you :-vere s~ved yourself, :vere you not? 
went on with his play. I looked at him and smiled. Yes; and you ~en~nced it all over agam when some
Then he looked up again and said, "Hello!" And I <?ne else was saved, dId you not? X our vessel was filled, 
smiled. The third time he said, "Can't you say 'Hello'?" a~d the next one was full to runmng over. And then 
"Yes", I said, "Hello!" And he said "Hello" back again. dId you go and borrow another-and another-and an-
\Vell, can't you say "Hello!"? other-and another.? . 

\\That have you got in the house? There is something, H<l;ve you ~ny spm~ual. chddren.? Have you seen them 
somewhere, for God, surely. g~owmg u~ mto Ch.nst m all.thmgs; and d~ ~hey pro-

Brother Hyde told me last night that he had met a Vlde you w~th maten~~ for praIse and thanksglvmg? Do 
certain man whom he had known years ago and asked you say WIth Paul, I thank my God upon every re
him where he went to dhurch, and he told him. But he membrance of you"? 
said, "I do not do anything in. the church; I go there, A pastor in these days has quite enough to make him 
but I do not do anything." Alas! There are too many' glpomy, if he wanted to be ·gloomy. He has trouble 
people like that. .eti0ugh, distress enough. And I have to confess that I 

What have ·you got in the house? The Lord wants de;> not live on the mountain top all the time. I get into 
to make use of what we have. a spiritual aeroplane and get up there sometimes, but I 

, do not live there all the time. And sometimes when I 
III. am down in the valley, and cannot find a thing to be 

Arid then this final word: IT Is THE WAY OF GRACE TO happy about, I try to think of the people whom I know 
PROVIDIt· A CAPACITY FOR THE RItCItPTION OF THE IN- w:hom I have seen converted-some .of my spiritual chil
l"INITE. That is what the religion of Christ is. No; it is dren, many of them preaching the gospel, some of my 
not putting a rule up by the door and measuring yourself borrowed vessels! And do you know I find that I get 
by it; it is not merely writing a Icreed-and I should be the overflow; and by the time I get through I conclude 
the last to belittle the importance of that-not setting there is no reason for anyone to be sad. 
up any kind of objective standard; it is not a laborious Go and borrow other' vessels. Pour yourself-what
effort toward the realization of an ideal. It is more than ever you have-as God leads you, into somebody else's 
that. What is the religion of Christ? It is the r-ecep- life, and it will save you from gloom. 
tion by these finite spirits of ours of the Infinite: It is I heard of a man who was travelling somewhere in 
God, the Infinite, stooping to lay hold of the .pot of oil. the Arctic, and he found himself freezing. He knew 
W'hat we have is valueless apart from God. But we are that unless he bestirred himself death would ensue. He 
to receive God. That is why Jesus came: "As many as got off the sled and fastened the dogs' harness to hi;; 
received him, to them gave he power to bec<?IDe the sons body, and then -gave them the word to go. The dogs 
of God". went over the snow pulling .his body, bumping him from 

Look at that simple story. A pot of oil! "Very place to place until he was Ibr.uised from head to foot. 
well", said the prophet, "go back home. Send your But he found warmth throbbing through his body, and 
sons out to your neighbours and borrow as many vessels he was saved. 
as you can."· . Some people would be the· better for a little bumping, 

Some people are expert at the borrowing business. would they not? Some people need relation to some 
You· 'Cannot plead inability to borrow' things, can you? other vessel so that they can pour their life into some
But the prophet said, "Go and ,borrow all the vessels body else's. I have known some professing Christian. 
you can; borrow not a few. Do not stint yourself." people that were so occupied with themselves that they 
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·could not find any joy at ~ll. If you want to make spare. But that is God's way . 
. yourself miserable, look at yourself-that is enough to ' Let me tell you, when you have borrowed vessels 
make 'anyone miserable! If you want reason for corri- enough to receive the overflow of your life, you will not 
plaining and grumbling, just take stock of what you only satis·fy· your creditors, but you will l}ve of ~he rest. 
·are yourself. That is enough to take the smile from Life will be rich and exuiberant, overflowmg, a!bundantly 
.anyone's face. Oh yes, some of you may have got out fruitful just as you are interested in other people, and 
-the .wrong side of the bed this morning, I do not· know. as you cease to live unto yourself.· . 
-Go and borrow some vessel; find opportunity, as God May the Lord heLp us to find in this simple story in-
-helps you, to invest YO'ur lit-tle capital, whatever it is, in struction which will deliver us from the narrowness, 
. somebody _else's life. the limitations, of a life -that is self-seeking, and lead 

And what next? \Vhen you have done that, shut us out into that larger and richer life which caD: be lived 
_yourself up with God. "Go home", the prophet said only as we follow Him Who is our Master and "Lord. 
"and shut" the door." . . Let us pray: 0 Lord, we thank Thee that Thou dost 

Oh I must say this, and I say it with all earnestness stoop to our littleness; and we desire just now to put 
.and sincerity: do. not boast a'bout your praying; do not ourselves afresh at Thy disposal. Fill us with Thyself 
talk albout it; do not boast about it. If there is any- until our hearts shall overflow, and we shall not only be 
thing that is Obnoxious in the sight of God it is spiritual blessed, but be a blessing to others, for Thy name's sake. 
pride of any kind. The most scathing words He ever - Amen. 
-uttered were for the men who stood on the street corners 
-pray.jng, to be seen of men. Get into your closet, and 
. shut the door! Do not talk to people albout it, t~lk to 
Cod. And if you have got" a little oil, they will soon see 
·the oil running 9ut. When God blesses you you will not 
'need to advertise your praying. . 

When Samson went down to Timnath and a lion roared 
at him in the way, he took it and rent it as he would 
have rent a kid. And when he was coming back he 
found in the carcass of the lion a hive of bees. The 
·scene of his former conflict became a treasul1"y of sweet
ness. Having no vessel-and if you have not any vessel 
use your hands-he took of the honey in his hands, comb 
and all, and he brought it to his father and his mother. 
And what did he say? Did he say, ·"You have got a 
great son, I can tell yotJ. You ought to have se~n me 
slay that lion! Nobody was there, but you ought to 
have seen me do it. I did it magnificently!" This is 
what the Scripture says: "He told them not that he 'had 
taken the honey out of the carcass of the lion" ; he never 
told his father and mother where he got it, but he came 
with his hands full of honey. Bring die honey, bring 
the oil. But you will never do it until you have learned 
to shut the door and be alone with God and pray to your 
Father which is in secret; and your Father which seeth 
-in secret shall reward you openly. 

"So she went from him, and shut the door", and she 
poured-and f>oured-and poured, until at last she said 
to her son, "Go and get me another vessel; there is still 
_more oiL" He looked ahout and said, "Mother,. t'hat is 
the last one; we have not any more." 

Talk a:bout inspiration! Could you write a word like 
this! Youeould not do it if you were to live to \>e as 
old as Methuselah--Listen: "The oil stayed." 

If you are not having any larger bles'sing, if you are 
not getting more and more from God, it is because 'you 
stopped 'borrow,ing vess·els. "The oil stayed." It was 
not poured out on the ground; it was poured into another 
vessel. 

And then this woman came and told the prophet, and 
said "I have tborrowed all the vessels the neighbours had, 
and' everyone of them is full. What next ?:' : And he 
said, "Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and hve thou 
and .thy children of the rest." She did not ask for that. 
All she asked was enough to pay her creditors. She 
never dreamed of getting something over and above. th~t; 
never dreamed of twelve baskets full~nough and to 

PUBLIC PRAYER • 
(Continued from Page 4) 

answered and find ourselves able to say with the' son of 
Jesse; "There is none like unto it," as God shall yet again 
fu1fil it in our experience. 

Let your prayers be earnest, full of fire, vehemence, 
prevalence. I pray the Holy Ghost. to instruct every 
student of this College so to offer pubhc prayer, that God 
shall always be' served of his best. Let your petitions be 
plain and heart-felt; and when your people may some
times feel that the sermon was helow the mark, may they 
also feel that the prayer compensated for all. 

Much more might be said, perhaps should be said, 
but time. and. strength both fail us, and so we dra~ to a 
close. 

BOOKS BY DR. SHIELPS 

UTHE' ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 

YOUNG MAN" 

A series of sermons on the parable of the 

prodigal and his brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 

. A series of Thur~d~y eve~ing Bible Lectures 

from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HIS

TORY." 

A series ~f sermons preached in Jarvis Street 

Church, on "The Trial of JesUs." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 

• 
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) THIRD QUARTER. 

THE JUDICIAL LAW. 
Lesson Text: Exodus, Chapters 21-24. 
Golden Text: "And the sight of the glory 

of the Lord was like devouring fire 
on the top of the mount in the 
eyes of the children of Israel." 
Exoo'lllS 24:17. 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS. 
Monday: Psalm 1. 
Tuesday: !Rom.81:1-20. 
Wednesday: Rom. 3:211-31. 
T.hursday: Isa. 42:11-9. 
Friday: Rom. 10:,1-13. 
S'aturday: Phil. 2:'1-11. 

.... 
I. IN RELATION TO SERVANTS (Ch. 

. 21:1-11). . 
In the lesson for this week we study 

the judicial laws governing the various· 
relationships of the Israelites. In these 
there is manifested the great inter·est of 
God in His people, nothing is too small 
f'Or His 'loOving consideration, and His 
will is that justice ~hould ,be done each 
individual. Our Lord has revealed that 
the very hai!I's oOf our head are numbered 
(Matt. :10:.30), and if GQd-!pays attention 
<to ·sueh an insignificant matter we need 
n'Ot wonder that He is concerned about 
our daily actions and relationships~ In 
the promulgation of these laws< directioOn 
is given first in relati-on to the duration 
of service on the ·pa·r.t ef servants. Six 
years the ·male 'servant was' to serve and 
in the seventh year he was to "go oOut 
free for nothing", taking with him his 
wife if she came in with him (vs. 1-3). 
If the wife had been given him by his 
maste!I', then slhe and her children, if 
there were any, were to remain behind 
(vs. 4). If, however, for ·love oOf his 
master; ,his wife, and his children, he 
decided to remain, the master would 
bring him unto tlhe judges, and, bore ihis 
ear at the door post, and he would: serve 
him for ever (vs. 5, 6). This reminds 
us of eur 'Loro who became a servant 

. (Phil. 2:7), 'and surrende·red His life fur 
:His bride (Eph. 5:25), manifesting thus 
His love fer her. He is, the faithful 

'servant (Rev. 11:5), faithful unto death 
. (Heb.· 2:9). It also typifies the faithful 
redeemed servant, who v()luntarily be
comes a bondslave ef the LOTd:- (I Cor. 
7:2g), .giving Him service that is dev,oted, 
free, and ete;z:nal. The reward 'of web 
service is certain (I: Oor. 81:.14)-. A 
female servant's rights were ·guarded and 
di!I'ection is given concerning certain 
contingencies which ·might arise (7-11). 

II. IN RELATION TO SMITING (vs. 
12-36). 

Certain offences necessitating death, 
and ether penalties, are found in these 
verses. ·First that of murder, "He that 

.: smiteth a man, so that he die, 'shall be 
.surely put to death". (v: 112). Capital 
punishment for this crime is therefore 
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in accordance with God's law, and no
thing in the New Testament has altered 
this judicial application. There is much 
sentimentalism thes'e days whiC!h: has, nO' 
firm 'basis, and is distinctly detrimental 
to the 'Observance of law and ()rder. Let 
a man commit a crime, however atro
cious, and someone sympathizes with 
him and seeks to shield him from the 
consequences. Help should be ·giyen to 
such, but not at the excuse· of justice, 
for removing the de·terr·ent of con
sequences gives encourag·ement to crime. 
God"s way is the bes,t way. If there was 
no deliberate intention to commit murder 
the individual could flee to a city' of 
refuge and abide there until his case 
could be tried (v. 3; Num. 135:11; J,osh. 
20:2). On the other hand, ,one wbo eom
mitted murder deUberately was to be 
taken even from -God's altar and put to 
death (v. 14), so heinous was and is the 
crime of murder in God's' sight. Man 
cannot give life and he should not take 
it away, unless in the express way stated 
by God. Note the value ·af human life, 
and the lI'ight of each one to the life he 
possesses. 

Death is also preseribed for s~iter·s 
of parents (v. 1'5), for menstealers (v. 
16), (note the s·lave dealers), and :!lor 
cursers of parents (v. 17). Disobedienc\l 
to parents is a characteristic {If the last 
times (2 Tim. '3~2), and the attitude 'Of 
God requires emphasis. Oompensation 
was to be .giv-en unto one hurt in a 
struggle (vs .• 18, 19), and punishment 
was to be meted out for offences against 
servants (vs. 20 21, 26, 27), and wemen 
(vs. 22, 23'), the governing principle of 
the same being an eye for an 'eye and a 
tooth for a tooth (vs. 24, 25). This 
Principle governed judieial law, not pri
v,ate action. God in Ohrist deals with 
us in grace and net on the basis' of law. 
We have hroOken the law and come under 
its curse, but in our Lord we are for
given and set free. We f,ear not there
for the penalties ·of the law. The latter 
part of the chapter deals with the ox 
that gores (vs. 28.:32), and with the 
de/lth ()f an ex through man'.s careless
ness (vs. 13i3, 34), and by the action of 
another oox (vs·. 35, 36). Absolute jus
tice is noted in these provisi'ons. 

III. IN RELATION TO VkRIOUS 
LAWS (Ch. 22-23). 

Laws 'Of various' kinds are found in 
these chapters, and the consequences 
prescribed concerning the same. First, 
in relation to theft (22:1-J.5), stealing 
an ox or a sheep (v. 1), catching a thief 
redhanded (vs. 2-4), s'tealing a neigh
bour's grain through !permitting 'animals 
to eat it (v. 5), setting fire to a neigh
bour's ,grain (v. 6), and pel'lSonal respcm.~ 
sibility for the custody of a neighbour's 
property (vs. 7-'15). Fell'Owing this 
series, commands are· given coneerning 
fornication (v.s. 16, 17), witches' (v. 18), 
beastliness (v. 119), idolatry (v. 20), 
strangers (v. 21), widows and or·phans 
(ys. '22-24), moOney lending (vs.25-27), 
curs·ing (v. 28), 'and firstfruits (vs. 29, 
3Q). And the reason of all is stated, 
"Ye s·hall be holy men unto me". (v. 81). 
God's purpose in relation to His crea
tures is that they may walk bef'Ore Him 
in love and ill-oline's,s (Eph. 1 :4). 'I'M!! 
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it is impossible to do withoOut His help, 
but He has graciously made proOvision 
for all our needs in Ghrist· (Heb. 4:1<5, 
16). 

The summary of the laws continues', 
recording first that concerning the rais
ing or receiving of a false rep,ort (v. 1). 
LIes ar,e an ahomination unto God (Prov. 
12:22), and gossips are generally guilty 
in this respect, 'Cauti-on requires to be 
used concerning the reception of evil 
tales relating to ()thers, as in many cases 
these are untrue and individuals are 
injured thereby. We must be careful to 
believe and to speak ·only the tru.th. This 
law is, follO'Wed by others relating to the 
exercise of just judgment (vs. 2-8), the 
pl'oper attitude toward stra.ngers (v. 9). 
The rest of the chapter deals with God's 
promise to help His people on their 
j·ou.rney, a·nd in their efforts to p'ossess 
the pl"omised la~d (vs. 20-33). An ang!ll 
is to ·ge befoOre them to keep them In 
the way, and <to bring them into the 
place 'prepared by God (v. 20). They 
were enj·oined to obey him (v. 2:1), and 
rendering .such obedience, .God would ,be 
an enemy unto their enemies (v. 212), the 
latter !being cut 'Off (v. 23), their ·bread 
would be blessed, sickness would be 
tak;en away from their midst (v. 25), 
barrenness would he unknown in their 
land, (v. 26), and their enemies W'Ould be 
driven out before them (vs.27-:30.). The 
b()lllnds ef their land, are stated (v. 31), 
and they are cautioned against idolatry 
(vs. 24, '32, 33'). Two things require 
emphasis, ·first, God desires obedience on 
the part of His creatures, and second, 
such 'Obedience 'bring.s blessing. 

IV. RATIFYING THE COVENANT 
(Ch. 24:1-18). 

The ceremonies attendant 'On the 
ratifying of the covenant are described 
in this chapter. First there is the com
mand to Moses to ascend the miount 
with Aaron and his tw() sons (v. 1), and 
the seventy elders of IS!I'ael (vs. 1, 2), 
the,n ·the ratification of the covenant is 
recorded. The people are told all the 
words' of the Lord, and all the judg
ments, and they promIse obedience there
to (v. 3). An altar is then built, and 
twelve pillars erected representing the 
twelve tribes of Israel (v. 4), sacrifices 
are offered and the 'blood is sprinkled on 
the altar and on the people, the book 
of the covenant .being read in their hear
ing (vs.· 5-8). The ratification of the 
cov·enant wa's therefol'e by blood, speak
ing oOf i,ts significant and solemn cha·rac
ter, and typifying the blood of the new 
covenant (Heb. l'3:2Q; I Cor. 11:25). 
There can be no agreement with God un
less en tlhe basis of shed blood. The 
d:eath of ,Christ is the central event ·of 
Seripture; in the' Old Testament, type 
and statement point ferward to it, and 
in the New Testament the teaching 
points backward :to it. The vIsion of 
God seen by 'Moses and his company is 
described, and the glory which appeared 
upon Mount Sinai (vs. 9-1'8). Nete the 
nature of the vision (v. 10), its ,glory 
and significance, other visions recorded 
in Scripture (Is. 6:'1 ... 13'; Rev. 1:9-20; 
4:1-11), if!he appearance of God's glory 
(v. 17), and the time of Moses sojoOurn 
in the mount (v. 18). 
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IMPRESSIONS. 
A change of 'scenery f~om time to time 

is one of the ,best tonics fr.om ,the physi
cal, mental and spiritual side of life. It 
is, the·red:ore, not SIIlrprising that in un
mmiliar surroundings impressions of 
value are' made. Sometimes it is, the 
thing which has bee·orne common-place 
and of little, interest that impresses the 
vi'sitor, 'and mention of it 'by 'him l31Wa-kens 
a de·eper appreciation in the :heart o.f the 
one who is accustomed to it. On the 
other ,hand" something which has too long 
been' ,tolerated might be quick!ly reme
died if. it were brought to the attention 
by a kindly remark fl"om the one whose 
vision was, quickened through unfamH
i'arity. 

A visitor's, .j.mp~ession of a church ser
vice is not to be despised for usually he 
is alert and res,ponsive. One visitor's 

of t'he ·CIhureh. There was no impTession 
of deadnesj!, the visitO'l" was' at home, 
feHo'WlShipp'mg with those wIho :believed. 
The sultry evening ·and !the fact that 
one was rather 'Ilnco:rrufortrubly crowded 
did not seem to matter. Tihen, as witlh 
one voice, ,the prayer of the assembled 
people seemed ,to rise-

'IGuidie me, 0 Thou great JehO'V'alh, 
PH.g.rim othroug'h .this barren land; 

I oam weak, but Thou are ·mighty; 
Hold me with T>hy powerf'lI!! hand; 

Bread of Heaven 
Feed me til[ I want no more." 

The Holy ,Spirit',s presence was manifes·t 
and it was not surprising· to' witness 
men and women respondijng to the invi
tation, thereby expressing their desire to 
accept the provisio.n made :lior them in 
t~e Lord Jesus Ohri&t. 

remembrance ·of a lovely little church is ALBERTA. 
somewhat marred by the fact that the Last week a short report was given 
swinging· doo.rs wel"e unpl"otected by felt cov.ering the 'Convention meeting Oof the 
and the bang and clanlg which proclaimed Regular oBoaptist 'Missionary 'Society of 
the entrance of th'O,ge whOo were assem- Alberta and! we are now quoting other 
hiling :fIor worship cannot be fo~gotten, excerpts which ,show the progres,s of the 
although the .service and the fellowshl,p work. . 
were gre'atly enj,oyed. Over 200 Souls Won. 

Another church ibeauti:f.ully s1tuated "The exact ,figures are not ibe!fo'l'e 'Us 
and having an atmosphere which p~o- at the time of writing, but in gleaning 
claimed a welcome to 'all has given one over the reports we are s·wfe 'dn stating 
the impression ,of instability through .the that over 200 souls' 'have confessed Christ 
spindly pulpit chairs that veriqy fascin- through the ministry of ;tfue churches and 
ate Oone and encourage the imagination missions, in fello.ws-hip wi.th us. Of :these 
to run riot in anticipa·ting Wlhat would converts we are able to repo.rt 
happen if. a ,heavy man should' sit there-. Over 80 Bap~sms. 
on. T·he three churches in this, fellowship 

And what is one's impression afte·r have had the joy of baptizing over 80 
visiting that extravagant and much talk- coandidates, whiCh is not a bad start for 
ed of ,place knoWn as Fosdick's Ohurch, a new work. The total membership of 
New Yor.k City? There are ·no clanging .the churches .in this Society a year ago 
doors 1iliere; there are no w,eak-looking was just around 150, whereas, ,today it is 
chairs. Everything !i·s in order and there over 290, an increase of over 140 in the 
j·s nothi'ng ,to offend the eYlEl, indeed every- year. Do you knOow of 'any ProvinciaiJ. 
thing can be ·admired from the standpoint Convention that has had a lar.ger per
of beauty I8nd ·hoarmony. Tihe' lights are centage of increase in the past year?" 
soft and effective, the seats are cooIDfort- Crossfield. 
alble and well placed, ,but what an empti- "As y,et we have no.t heen· able to 
ness there is. It can ibe felt; there is locate a pastOO" pe-rrmanently at teros'sfield, 
.the chill of ,d,leath and tOo one who. Jrn,ows but we hOope to. d,o so in :the near future. 
the Living Ohrist, the place is, like a Last ,Sundiay 13 c'andid'ates came in to 
great tomb. The imagery ml8Y be beauti- Westbourne foOr baptism, and next Sun
ful and. ·proclaim the artists' skill, ,but it day Woe ex.pect 14 more for ibaptism. 
proclaims nothing of the message needed Mia,king ,27 in all fromCrossfielql to be 
by sinful ma;n, or of "the .'blood of Jesus' haptized. 'Since our short ser.ies- of meet
Ohrist His, Son ·that cleanseth us· from iogs there in M,ay, we have been giving 
all sm". .' . a Monday evening service each week and 

W·hat a contrast to enter 'a churc'h great ,has be·en our j,oy in seeing the 
whe~e the ,gos'pel .has been preached moving of the Spirit in .the midst. Cross
throug.hout a period of mote than fifty field is a small town, but it lies in the 
years and within whose walls fr·om week center o.f a great ru:mil field, and affords 
to week many find salvation. Whoat was a ·good center ·to eViangelize from. Other 
a visitor's impression of. the evening ser- places near .by are urging us to come in 
vdce Oof the Jarvis Street Baptis.t Ohurch, and give them services, UnIess more 
Toronto, on Sunday ervening, August 9th? funds are available i,t will ibe necessary 
On entering the' church ·at seven: Q'clock, it f.O'l" the Society to wIthdraw fromo one of 

. was learned that to find a seat one must the fields being pioneered :to enable us' to 
either go to 1ilie gallery or ,the yery front keep up this neectr field, which mus.t be 
of the church. A rough estimate would worked a.t once. 
be tha~ the'l'e were more than a thousand . "Calls come to us a1m'ost every week 
people gathered on an Au'gust evening to from smaal towns and! ~ml fields, invit
worship the Lord and ·hear the message ing us to come into their midst and give 
of His servant, Dr. T. T. ShIelds, Pastor them services. So far we have ,only g,one 

to points where there was some likeli
hood ·of following up with a p,ermanent 
work. Alberta oi.so a Province wide open 
for :the 'go.spel, and the ;response one sees 
when .the Gospel is preached leads us to 
believe that the !harvest ;f,or souls is fully 
ripe." . 

Rev. ,MoOrley R. Hoall, 'SO well lmown In 
Ontario, is c'hairman of 1ilie fellQIWS'hip 
known as the Regull8r Baptist Missionary 
Society orr Alberta. Seveml of the grad'
uates ·of the Toronto' Baptist Seminary 
and young men who have received, 1Jheir 
training ·there· feel the call to the West 
and ·the interes,t wihiCh the Union of 
RegulaI' Baptist ChJlr!fu.es. of Ontario and 
Quebee Ihas in Alberta is an ever growing 
one. . 

It may be said, to dissi,pate any ques
tion. ,that -may arise in the mindsl of 
readers, that the Executive Board of the 
Union f'U'lly support Mr.· HaM. and his 
great missionary program for Alberta. 
Ml". Hall enjoys their confidence and he 
is :with them and with ;1fue policy 0If the 
Union wholeheartedly .. 

CALVIN CHURCH, TORONTO. 
The hiSotory of Calvin Baptist Church, 

Toronto, 281 Jones Avelll\le, can be traced 
with interest. 'Some iliour years ago, Mr. 
Frank Roblin, the present Pastor, had 
laid upon hi,s heart the need of the co.m
munity and in faitlh rented a hall in 
which the Goslpel could be preac'hed. With 
a helper, Mr. Roblin canvassed the dlis
trict ·and personally invited peop,le to the 
Mission. At the end of a year a church 
was organiz·ed with tW1elve charter mem
bers. Since that date many olf the orig
inal members have moved away, but the 
work goes on and is 'being blessed of the 
Lord. l!~rom time to time baptismal ser
vices ihave been Iheld in 1ilie Wavel"ley 
Road !Baptist Ohurch and this summer 
record attendances are ibeing maintained. 
Our last l'\epO'rt is to the effect th1llt on 
Sunday, August 2nd" when many churches 
saw their attendance reduced to a mini
mum, there were present at the morning 
Bible .sc!hoOol one hundTed. 

'.Vhe prayer meetings are well attended 
although it is neeesSlary.for them to be 
held in the homes as there are no facili
ties :flor week night meetings provided 
thro.ugh the :ball in which the Sundlay 
services' are held. 

!(J'alvin Chureh wiU soon need a larger 
place 'and a more permanent iholmie. Maly 
t'his ibe brought to ·pass sho'rtly. Recently 
two oo·messed Clhrist and these are 
awaiting baptism. .several others have 
made profeslSion of faith while hack
slider.s . are being restored and the work 
of' instructing ,the saints and ;pointing 
sinners to the Oross· is being blessed. 

TIMMINS. 
Mr. E. C. Wood .who has been serving 

Truth Regular !Baptist Church,' Mount 
Dennis" for the past year, has begilln Ihis 
ministry at FirSot Baptist ChurCih, Tim
mins, and' eXipects to serve thel"e until 
the PllSItor, Mr. H. C. Slade, is Bible to 
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return to' his field of labor at the end CANNINGTON and SUNDERLAND. 
of September. Of M:r. Wood, Mr. Slade The followin'g letter has· been received 
writes: . from Pastor Rloibert B:mckstone: 

"I am writing YIOU at this· time to "Praise the excellent Saviollll' fur His 
let you know that we are extremely manifest powe·r. . 
pleased because of the' way God !has "'Last. week 1811; Sunool'liandJ about 
led in the sending or.f Mr. W.ood to the twenty-five rai.sed their ih'ands signifying 
Timmins OhurC!h When I firSit wrote loyalty and dedication to their Dord. 
to you about seiuiang a man, I won- "A: Y'Oung ma~ was baptized in ~he 
dered if i.t would be possiJble for us to· eveDIng at Oanmngton and the meanIng 
get Mr. Wood, hut as I lmew that he cxf th~ ordinance and tihe joy of OI'bedienc,e 
was engaged in the Morunt Denni.s was Impres~d u'P0n many. Last Lord B 
work I did not dare to ask' :Ilo:r him day at Cannmgtion a young woman re
but God has"given him to 'us after all: spo~ded'to iflhe invi~ati~ ex:p:ressing ~er 

"Mr. Wood a.rrived on Saturday even- de~lre for eternal hfe m Ohnst ~essus. 
ing. Sunday was a day of :real bless- ~any stran~ are attendl:n'g the 
ing. Mr. Wood ibrought a message .!*!rvlces ·:m.d sho~mg" a dee'P' mterest 
from Isaiah 43: 1 and 2, in the morn- lD .the gI01'll:ous GO'S·pel. 
ing, and in the evening I had the 
privilege O!f prea.ching. The church was 
well filled and ailthOlllgh /We S8IW no 
visilble results, we verily believe that 
many were spoken to by the Spirit of 
God. ' . 

.... Dhe people have· already mIlen in 
love with Brother Wood' and they are 
gratefUil to the Mount Dennis frieDidS 
for their willingness' to sacrifice at 
this .time on our behalf." 
PalStor Sladie wi~hes to :tJhank all those 

who ·are ipil"aying f.or his recovery in 
health and ex:presses ihis deepesot appre
ciation of their interest. 

FORT WILLIAM. 

GUELPH. 
Pastor Howard H. Chipchase is hap.py 

in the wOl'k at Guel~·. '.Che Lord 'has 
given his- 'People ·much encoum.gemrent 
during the pas,t few :weeks and strangers 
are coming to the services. 'TIliere is, 
h.owever, a very definite need fur prayer 
and tihe felI()IW'ship of the oiflher churches 
of the Unkm is asked. 

COURTRIGHT. 
The Women's Missionary Society Otf 

the Courtright 'Baptist 'Ohu'l"Ch has se
V'el"ed its :relations:hip as an au~liary 
of the Women's 'Missionary Society of 
Regular Baptists of Canada and has :re
o~&'8nized as a Society of tihe Ohurch. 
ActiOlll was taken after hearing ;the- re
ports- [,rom the ConventIon hoeld in June. 

It will be a j.oy to many to ihear tha't 
Mrs-. Watts, wife of the Pastor of the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Talbernacle, Fo1'il; 
Willia.m, is much improved in health. MISSIONARY NEWS. 
Mrs. Watts has been ill for many months Manry are find-ing tihe items of mnterest 
and it will indeed be a day of rejoicing reported in the "Missionary Bulletin" of 
w.hen she can again take her place in real·value· and are using them, togetJher 
the church. with tille articles oappearing in iflhe "Un!on 

'In .spite of the 'heavy home duties faU- Baptist Witness,", as material fur thei:r 
'ing on Rev. G. F. Watts because of MissioDl8:rY pro.g~amSi and Prayer Meet
Mm. W'atts' illness, he hw.; managed to ing reports. Bible 'School class:es are re
do c·onsiderable visitation and the Lord memibering the oauses' and special needs 
has given him ·the joy of podnting needy in prayer, as Wlell as gl'OIIlps of Young 
on-es to Christ. One .fin.e young married People and Missionary ·S'ocieties. The 
cou'Ple were OO'IllVerted. . The wife has JUily-AU'g"Ilst issue of the Bulletin is' ex
been praying for th:ree year.s, even hausted but what a joy it is to see the 
though unsaved, to be delivered from interest growing and have :requests come 
Russellism. Sihe is now a bright Chris- in for copies for d~stribution. 
tian and! has followed the 'Lord's com~ !Friends. are urged to make as much 
mand with regard ·to baptism. Her ihus- use as possible of the Bulletin and send 
.band also w:ouId have been baptized had in reports. News of conversions Bnd 
he not had to leave :!lor Wldrk in the blessing in the churohes' will 'glorify till,e 
far north before the balltistery could be Ltmi and to Him we will ascribe all the 
gotten ready. Two other young women, . glory. 
mothers, have been led 00 Christ. One MT PLEASANT TORONTO 
of them will follow the LOlrd in baptism . ., • 
at a la.ter date. The o,ther is, not quite In the Sibsence of .the. Pas.tor, Rev. 
clear about it -yet, ,but ~r. Watts trusts Alex ThomsOill', tlJ.e services at 'Mrou!l'lJt 
that she willshorlly see that iit is a Pleasant RoOO! Baptist Ch'lllOOh, Tor·onto, 
matter ,of obedience and privilege. The were taken 0Ill ,slurullay, AUJgU!St 9ifjh, by 
hus,band of 'the woman mentioned pre- Rev. W. E. Atkinson, ,Secretary of the 
viously ·will be baptized at the eal'liest Uni'OIl'. ·MT. Atkinson is alwaYis weloomedl 
onportll'nity when ihe returns fOI: a visit, at MOIUnt Pleasant, and· ·aliflhou.g'h last 

... Sunday ma.n'Y were away IOn vaca.tion, 
Weare SUTe' that a remind'e:r is nloit there !\Vere .good congregati.ons at botih 

needed tha.t tih'e w,ork at Fort William morning and evening se:rvices and- the 
may !be definiitely :remembered in prayer, presence of the LOlrd wIas- ma1'lli~est. T>he 
as IW'iIl ·Mr. and Mrs. WaJtt and tihe'ir friend's at Morunt Pleasant are most a.p-
family a's they laloor there.. ,p.reciative iOf Mr. Atkinson's min~stry 

HESPELER. 8Illd express themselves' as, delighted W'ith 
las.t Lord's day services. The messages, 

Rev. A. C. 'Wihi.tcombe of Orangeville of the day were potwerful and inspiring 
supplied the Hes'Peler Baptist Church ,and the occasional reference made to 
last Lord's Day. The Orangeville Ohu:rcih e:x:perieillces in .A!fr.i.ca andl the diffioolties 
was ,served by its Y'QUDg men', volunteers cxf the work there were erudg'hten1ng and 
~or definite Christian service in whatever open,ed Uip a new 'IlIllder.smnoing of mlis
field the Lord opens to them, sionary',s' trials. Many expressed tJhem-
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selves· as feeling tha.t Ijfue day wa:s one 
rich in ibless.ing a'llldJ that ·Mr. Atkinson's 
coming meant muClh to 1fue OhUTc'h. 

OPEN-AIR WORK. 
The Openo-Air meetings COOlIdiucted iby 

me'In!bers IO!f the M:o'Ilnt Plea.s'anrt Road 
Baptist Ohureh, T,ol'on'ilo, l8Xe mo:re en
coul'8ging ,thiS! summer otJhan ever be!liore. 
Those coming firOtm the Jarvis Street 
Ohu:rcih each iWeek greatly ass,ist the 
workem. People are att~a.cted and lis
ten intently Wlhile tIhe Gospel is ibeing 
given forth :iIn no 'Ilnee:ntain 'WIaIy ,by t'OOse 
!Who .prea.ch in the power of the Spirit. 
P:ray ,thaJt there' may he :real evidence 
of the Lord's bdessjn:g ;in the salvation 
ol sou,ls·. 

MICHIGAN NOTES. 
Grand Rapids •. 

. Wealthy Street tOllIIlrch held a one
day Bible' C1)nference recently, at whi~h 
Pastor Harvey F. M'orrison, of Hazel 
Park WIllS the principa·l sp,eaker. Lake 
Drive Church, at Eas·t· Gmnd Rapids, 
held a thr.ee days' conference recently. 
Dr. T. Austin Spal'ks, of London, Eng
land, conducted this comerence. Pastor 
Wm. Headley, of 'Calvary lQhuroh, is va
cationing at Gull La:kie. ... ... ... ... 

Be:rean ,Ohureh, 'Gmnidi Ra.pidis:, ihas 
ibeen holding tent meetings at a point 
one mile north of the church during the 
month of July. A mission Bible school 
has· been conducted there for several 
years. Because of the nature of tent 
meetings that had .been conduc·ted there 
by Pentecostalists and ,Seven·th Day 
Adventists, a prejudace haS! ;been c:reated 
agains,t this form of evangoelism. The 
business men ·there even attempted to 
have the 'Permit to hold the meetings 
revoked. Slnce they have s·een ;f)he nature 
of. thre services their oppositioon :has 
ceased, and' .s:ome. of them 'are' attending 
the services. Di:ff,erent CJhurches' in 
Grand Rapids have a'ssis.ted' :in the cam
.paign. Pastor a. E. Wood has recen.tly 
baptized five into the ,fellowship 'of the 
church, received one on letter, and three 
on experience. 

... '" ... ... 
In October, 1894; iflhe Holland Baptist 

.church 'Was organized in Grand Rapids. 
They called Bro. D. lJaansma as pastor, 
and they liIred him soo well that they 
haMe ,kiept ·him all the ,thirty-s.even Years 
of their histo:ry. He is still going 
strong. The work,. aSi in;:tJhe oase of 
practically all foreign-speaking churches, 
is rapidly becoming all English. The 
Sunday morning services are conducted 
alternately in 'Holland and· English. The 
af.ternoon service is always Holland, and 
the evening service Englisih. In addi
tio-n to conducting all the services at his 
own church, Br.o. iLaansma c·o·nducts a 
-mission at Grand Haven, Michigan, 'One 
at ,South Holland, .Illinois, and one at 
Roseland, iIllinoi.s. He visits, ;f)hese mis
g.ions once every if!olllr weeks, and gives 
foUll" days, to this' ,tri'P·. :Rastor Laansma 
has baptized three in Grand RapidS! and 
seven in .'Ohicago this year. He is a 
llhorou'gh-goi'llg Oalvinisltic ,Baptist, and 
is an earnest contend;e.r :fior the ;faith 
once delivered to the saints. T,he c!hurch 
is actively m-is'sionary, and its miss-ion
ary 'activities' are many and 'V1a.ried. The 
Bible school, superintended iby John D. 
Laan.sma, son of the pa&tor, and the 
B.Y.P.U. are 'both: thriving. 
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