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PUQUC PRAYER 
A LECTURE BY C. H. SPURGEON. 

(We publish herewith one of Mr. Spurgeon's lectures delivered to the studenis of the P6stors' College, taken 
from Volume of "r..ectures to My Students." We publish this, we should like our readers to know, not for want 
of other material, but because we believe it will be of great value to ministers and to all others accustomed to 
lead the .people to God in public prayer. We especially com.mend the lecture to the attention of all persons ha
'bitually taking part in pmyer-meeting. Let us all stu dy it, and see what we tan learn therefrom.-Ed. G.W.) 

It h~s sometimes been the boast of Episcopalians that perhaPs one of the moSil: spiritual in which the human 
Churchmen gO' to thei<r churches 1:Q pray and worship God, mind can be engaged. 'Nevertheless, as the O'ld ·RO'man 
but that Dissenters merely assemble to hear sermons. Our poet tells us, it is right to learn from O'UT enemies, and 
reply to this is, that albeit there may !be. some professors therefO'l"e it may be possible that O'ur liturgical O'Pponents 
who are guilty of this evil, it is not true of the people of 'have pointed out to' us what is in some instances a weak 
God among us, and these aTe the only pers~ns who ever place in our public services. It is to be feared that our 
will in any church really enjO'y devotion. Our congrega- exercises are not in every case moulded intO' the best 
tions gather tO'gether to worship God, and we assert, and form, O'r presented in the most commendable fashiO'n. 
feel nO' hesitation in so asserting, that there is as much There are meeting-houses in which the supplications are 
true and acceptable prayer O'ffered'in our ordinary Non- neither so devout or so earnest as w.e desire; in other 
confO'rmist services as in the best and most pompous per- places the earneSil:ness is 'So allied with ignorance, and 
formances of the Church of England. the devO'tion so marred with rant, that no intelligent be-

Moreover, if the observatiO'n he meant to imply that the Hever ca.n enter into the service with pleasure. Praying 
hearing O'f sermons is not worshipping God, it is founded in the Holy Ghost is nO't universal among us, neither dO' 
on·a gross mistake, fOT rightly to listen to the gospel is all pray with il:he understanding as well as with the 
one of the noblest parts of the adoration of the MoSil: heart. The<re is roO'm fOir improvement, and in some 
High. It is a mental exercise, when rightly performed, quarters there is an imperative demand for it. Let me, 
in which all the faculties of the spiritual man Me called therefO're, very e~rnestly caution you, belO'ved ,'brethren, 
intO' devotional action. Reverently hearing the WO'l"d ex-, against spoiling yO'ur services ,hy y~ttr prayers: make it 
ercises our httmility, instructs O'ur faith, ir~adiates' us with yO'ur solemn resolve that .~l the engagements of the sanc
joy, inflames us with love, inspires us with zeal and lifts tllary shall be of the best kind 
us up tO'wards heaven. Many a time a sermon has been Be assured that free prayer is the most scriptural, amd 
a kind of Jacob's ,ladder upon which we have seen the .should be the most excellent form of public supplication. 
angels of God ascending and descending, and the coven- If you IO'se faith in what you are doing yO'U will never do 
ant God him~l£ at the top thereof. We have O'ften felt iii: well; settle it in your minds therefore; that ,before the 
when GO'd has spoken through his servants into our souls, Lord you are worshipping. in a manner which is war
"This is none other than the house of 'God, and the very ranted by the word O'f God, and accepted O'f the Lord. 
gate of heaven." We have ni"agnified the name of the The expression, "reading prayers," to which we are now 
Lord and praised him with all OUT heart while he has so accustomed, is not to be found 'in Holy Scripture, rich 
,spoken to us by his Spirit which he has given unto men. as it is in words fO'r conveying religious thought; and the 
Hence there is nO't the wide distinction to be drawn be- phrase is not there because the .thing itself had no exist
tween preaching and pr!l-yer toot some would have us cnce. Where in the writings of the apostles meet we 
admit; for the one part of the service softly blends intO' with the bare idea O'f a liturgy? Prayer in the assem
the other and the sermon fre.quel'!-tly inspires .th~ prayer blies of the early Christians was unrestricted to any 
and the hymn. Trtre preachmg IS an accepta;ble agO'ra- form of WO'l"ds. Tertullian writes, "we pray without a 
tion of God by the manifestation of his fractious attri- prompter- because from the heart." Justin Martyr de
butes: il:he testimO'ny of his gospel, which pre-eminently scribes the presiding miniister as praying "according to ' 
glorifies, him, and the obedient hearing of revealed t1"uth, his ability." . It wottld be difficult to discover ·when and 
are an acceptable fO'rm of worship to the Most High, and where liturgies began; theilI" introduction was gradual, 
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and, as we believe, cD-'exi1:ensive with the decline of purity 
in the church; the introduction of them among Noncon
formists would mark the ·era of our decline and faIl. The 
sulbject tempts me to linger, :but it is not ·the point in hand, 
and therefore I pass on, only remarking that you will 
find the ma«er of liturgies ably ·handled by Dr. John 
Owen, whom you will do well to consult. 

Be it ours to prove the superiority of extempore prayer 
by making it more spirittfd and ea'rnest than liturgical 
devotion. It is a great pity when the observation· is 
forced fTOm the hearer, our minister preaches far better 
than he prays: this is not after the model of our Lord; 
he spake as never man spalre-a-nd as for his prayers, 
they so impressed his disciples that they said, "Lord, 
teach us to pray."· All OUT faculties should concentrate 
their energy, and the whale man should be elevated to 
hi~ high~st point of vigour while in public prayer, the 
Holy Ghost meanwhile baptizing soul and spirit with 
his sacred influence; but slovenly, oareless, lifeless talk 
in the guise of prayer, made to ~ll up a certain space in 
the service, is a weariness to man, and an a'bomination 
to God. Had free prayer been universally of a higher 
order, a liturgy would never have been thought of, and 
to-day forms of pTayer have no better apology than the 
feebleness of extemporaneous devotions. The sec·ret is 
that we are not so really devout at heart as we should 
be. Habitual communion with God must be maintained, 
or our public prayens will be vapid or formal. If there 
be no melting of the glacier high up in the ravines of the 
mounta.in, there w,ill be no descending rivulets to cheer 
the plain. Plfivate prayer is the drill groltnd for our 
more .public exercises, neither can we long neglect it 
without being out of order when bef.are the people. 

Our prayers must never. grovel} they 'must soar and 
mount. We need a heavenly frame of mind. Our ad
dresses to the throne of grace must be solemn a-nd humble, 
not flippant and loud, or formal and careless. The col
loquial farm of speech is out .of place before the Lo.rd; 
we must bow reverently imd with deepest awe. We may 
speak boldly with God, but still he is in heaven and we 
are upon earth,· and we are to avoid presumption. In 
suwlication we are peculiarly before the throne of the 
Infin~te, and as the courtier in the king's palace puts on 
another mien and another manner than that which he 
exhibits to his fellow courtiers, so should it be w:ith us. 
We have noticed in the churohes of Holland, that as 
soon as the m~nister. begins to preach every man puts his 
h~t on, .but the instant he turns to pray everybody takes 
hiS hat off:· this was the custom in the older Puritanic 
cong.regations of England, and 'it lingered long among 
the Baptists; they wore their caps during ,those parts of 
the service which they conceived were not direct wo.rship, 
but put them off as soOn as there was a direct approach 
to God, either in song or in prayer. I think the prac
tice unseemlv, and the reason for it erroneous. I have 
urged that ~t'he distinction bellween prayer and hearing is 
not great, and I feel sure no one would propose to 
return to the old custom or tIre opinion of which it was 
the index: ·but still there is a difference and inasmuch 
as in prayer we are more ,diorectly talking wjth God· 
rather than seeking the edification of our fellow men, we 
must put our shoes from off our feet, for the pla-ce where
on we stand is holy ground. 

Let the Lord alone be the object of your prayers. Be
ware of having an eye to the auditors; beware of Ibecom-

ing rhetorical to please the listeners. Prayer must not 
!be transformed into "an oblique sermon." It is little short 
of blasphemy to make devotion an occasi~n for display. 
Fine prayers are generally very wicked prayers. In the 
presence of the Lord of hosts it ill becomes a sinner to 
parade the· feathers and finery of tawdry speech with the 
view of winning applause from his fellow mortals. Hypo
crites who dare to do this have their reward, but it is 
one to be dreaded. A heavysentenc~ of condemnati{)lI1 
was passed upon a minister when it 'was flatteringly said 
that his prayer was the most eloquent ever offered to a 
Boston congregation. We .may aim at exciting the yearn
ings and aspirations of those who hea·r us in prayer; 
but every word and thought must be Godward, and only 
so far touching upon the people as may be needful to 
bring them and their wants before the Lord. Remember 
the people in your prayers, but do not mould your "Sup
plications to win their esteem: look up, look up with both 
eyes. 

Avoid all vttlgar-ities in prayer. I must acknowledge 
to having heard some, Ibut it wouLd be unprofitable to re
count them; -the more especially as they !become less fre
quent every day. We seJ:dom now meet with the vulgarit
ies of prayer which were once so common· in Methodist 
prayer-meetings, much commoner probably by report than 
in reality. Uneducated people must, when in earnest, p·ray 
in their own way, and their language will frequently shock 
the fastidious if not the devout; but fOor this allowance 
must be made, and if the spirit is evidently sincere, we 
may forgive uncomely expressions. I once, at a prayer
meeting, heard a' poor man pray -thus: "Lord, watch over 
these y-oung people during the feast time, for thou know
est. Lord, how their enemies watch for them as a cat 
watches for mice." Some ,ridiculed the expression, but 
it appeared ~o me to :be natural and expressive, consider
ing the person using it. A little gentle instruction and a 

. hint or two will usually prevent a repetition of anything 
objectionable in such cases, but we, who occupy the pul
pit, must be careful to be qui·te clear ourselves. The 
biographer of that remarkable American Methodist 
preacher, Jacob Gruber, menti{)lI1s as an instance of his' 
-ready wit, that after having heard a young Calvinistic 
minister violently a·ttack his creed, he was asked to con
clude with prayer, and among other petitions prayed that 
the Lord would hless the young man who had been preach
ing, and grant him much grace, "that his heart might 

. become as soft a'S his head." To say nothing of the 
bad taste of such public animadversion upon a fellow 
minister, every right-minded man will see that the throne 
of the Most High is not the place for uttering suoh vulgar· 
witticisms. Most probably the young orator deserved 
a castigation for his offence against charity, but the 
older one sinned ten times more in his want of rever
ence. Choice words are for the King of kings, not such 
as ·ribald tongues h~ve defiled. 

Another fault equally to be avoided in prayer is an un
hallowed and sickening superabundance of endearing 
words. \i\fhen '''Dear Lord," and "Blessed Lord," and 
"Sweet LOrd," come over and over again as· vain repe
titions, they are. among the -worst 'Of blots. I must con
fess I should feel no ,revulsion in my mind to the words, 
"Dear Jesus," if they fell f.rom the lips of a Rutherford, 
or a Hawker, or a Her-bert; ;but when I hear fond and 
familiar expressions hackneyed by persons Qot at all re
markahle for spirituality, .I am inclined to wish that they 
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could, in some way or other, come to a better under
standing of the true relation existing between man and 
God. The word "dear" has come from daily use to be 
so common, and so small, and in some cases so silly and 
affected a monosyllable, that interla~ding one's prayers 
with it is not to edification 

The strongest dbjection exists to the constant repetition 
of the word ·"Lord," which occurs in the early prayers 
of young converts, and even among students. The words, 
"0 Lord 0 Lord! 0 Lord!" grieve us when we hear 
them so perpetually repeated. "Thon shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain," is a gref.t command
ment, and although the law may be broken unwittingly, 
yt!t its breach is still a sin and a very solemn one. God's 
name is not to be a stop-gap to make up for onr want of 
words. Take care to use most· reverently the name of 
the .Infinite Jehovah. The Jews in their sacred writings 
either leave a space for the word "Jehovah," or else write 
the word, "Adona-i," because they conceiVie that holy name 
to be too sacred for common use: we need not be so 
superstitious, but it were well to be scrupulously rever
ent. A profusion of '<'ohs!" and other interjections may 
be well dispensed with; young speakers are often at 
fault here. -

Avoiti that kind of prayer which may be called'-:'" 
though the subject is one on which ·language has not 
given us many terms-a sort of peremptory demanding 
of God. It is delightful to hear a·man wrestle with God, 
and say, "I will not let thee go except thou bles~ me," 
but that must be said softly, a,nd not in a hectoring spirit, 
as though we could command and exact blessings from 
the Lord of all. Remember, it is still a man wrestling, 
even though permitted to wrestle with the eternal I AM. 
Jacob halted on his thigh after that night's holy conflict, 
to let hi.rn see that God is terr.ible, and that his prevail
ing power did not lie in himself. We are taught to say, 
'Our F3Jther," but -still it is, "Ou~ Father who (]ITt in 
hearven." Familiarity there may be, but holy familiarity; 
boldness, but the boldness which springs from g.race and 
is the work of the Spirit; not the boldneSIS 'Of the rebel 
who carries a brazen front in the -presence of hils offended 
king, but the boldness of the child who fears :because he 
loves, and loves because he feans. Never fall into a vain
glorious style of impertinent address to God; he is not 
·to be assailed as an antagonist, but entreated with as our 
Lord and God. Humble and lowly· ·let us be in spirit, 
and so let tl'S pray. . 

Pray when you profess to pray) and don}t talk about it. 
Business men say, "A place for every.1lhing and every
thing in its place" ; preach in the sennon and pray in the 
prayer. Why do not men go at once to prayer-why 
stand heating about the bush; instead· of saying whalf: 
they ought to do and want to do, why not set to work ~ 
God's name, and do it? In downright earnestnes·s, ad
dress youI1Self to intercession, and set your face towards 
the Locd. Plead, for the supply of the great and con
stant needs of the church, and ·do not fail to urge, wid:h 
devout fervour, the special requirements of the present 
time and audience. Let the sick, the . poor, the dying, 
the heathen, the Jew, and all forgotten classes· of people, 
be mentioned as they press upon your heart. Pray for 
your people as saints and sinners-not. as H they were 
all saints. Mention the young and the aged; the im
pressed· and the careless; the devout and the backsliding. 
ever turn to the right hand or to the left, but plough on 
in the furrow of real prayer. Let your confessions of sin 

and yb1l:r thanksgivings be truthful and to the point; and 
let your petitions he presented· as if you believed in God 
and had no doubt as to the efficacy of prayt!r: I say this, 
because so many pray in ·such a f·ormal manner as to lead 
observers to conclude that they thought it a -very decent 
thing to pray, but, after all, a very poor and doubtful 
busineSIS as to any practica,l1"esult. Pray as one who has 
tried and. proved his· God, and therefore comes with 
undoubting confidence to renew his pleadings: and do re
member to pray to God right through the. prayer, md 
never fall to talking or .preaching-much less, as some 
do, to scolding and grumbting. 

As a rule} .if called upon to preach} conduct the prayer 
yourself}· and i·f you should be highly esteemed in the 
ministry, as I trust you may be, make a point, with great 
·Courtesy, but equal firmness to resist the practice of choos
ing men to pray with the ,idea of honouring them by giving 
them s.ometp.ing to do. Our public devotions ought neVier 
to be degraded into opportunities .for compliment. I have 
heard prayer and singing now and then· called 'i'lthe pl1e
liminary services," as if they were but a preface to the 
sermon; this is rare I hope among us-if .it were common 
it would be to our deep disgrace. I endeavour invari
ably to take all the service myself for my own sake, ~ 
I think also for the people's. I do not believe that "any-, 
body will do for the praying~" No, sirs, it is my s<?lemn 
conviction that the prayer .is one of the most wetghty,
useful, and honourable parts of the :!efvice, and that it 
ought to be even more considered than the sermon. There 
must Ibe no putting up anybodies and nobodies to pray, 
and then the selection of the abler man to. preach. It may 
happen .through weakness, or upon a special occasion, 
that it may be a relief t9 the mini:ster to have some one 
to offer prayer for him; .but if the Lord has made you 
·love your work you will not often or ,readily fuLfil this 
part of it hy proxy. If you delegate the, service at all, 
let it be to one in whose spirituality and present pre-. 
paredness you have the fullest cotl!fidence; but to pitch 
on a giftless brother unawares, and put him forward to 
get th~ough the devotions, is shameful. . 

"Shall we serve heaven with less .respect 
Than we do minister to our glI'oss selves?" 

Appoint the ablest man to pnay, and let the -sermon be 
slurred soonler than the approach to heaven. Let the 
Infinite Jehovah be served with our best; let prayer ad
dTessed to the Divine Majesty be carefully weighed, and 
presented with all the POWet'1S of an· awakened heart and 
a spiritual understanding. He wh~ has been Iby com
munion with God prepared to minister to the people, 
is usually of aU men present the most fit to engage in 
prayer; to layout a progr3Jmme which puts up a,nothler 
brother in his place, is to mar the ha'ffi1ony Olf the ser
vice, to rob the preacher of an exercise which would 
brace him for his .s-ermon, and in many instances to sug
gest compa,risons between Oilie part of the sei-vice and 
the other which ought never to be tolerated. If unpre
pared brethren are to be sent into :the pulpit to do my 
praying for me when I. am -,engaged to preach, I do not 
see why I might not be allQwed to pray, and then retire 
to let these brethren do the sermonizing. I am not a:bde 
to see any reason for depriving me of the holiest, sweet
est, and most profitable exercise which my Lord has 
allotted me; if I may have my choice, I will sooner yield 
up the sermon than the prayer. Thus much I have ~id 
in order to impress upon you tha,t you must highly esteem 
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public prayer, and seek of the Lord for the gifts and 
graces necessary to its right discharge. 

T'hose who despise all extempore prayer will probably 
catch at these' remarks and use t1rem against it, but I can 
assure them that the faults adverted to are not common 
among us, and are indeed almost extinct; while the scan
dal caused by them :never was, at the worst, so great as 
that caused by the way in which the liturgical service is 
often performed. Far too often is the church service hur
ried through in a manner as indevout as ilf it were a ballad
singer's ditty. The ,words are parroted without the slight
est appreciation of their meaning; not sometimes, but very 
frequently, in the places set apart for Episcopal wOl"Ship, 
you may see ibhe eyes of the people, and thie eyes of the 
chtoristers, and the eyes of the parson himself, wandering 
about in a:ll directions, while evidently f,rom the very tone 
of the reading there ~s no feeling of sympaibhy with w~t 
is being read. I have been at funerals when the bUrIal 
service of the churCh of England has been galloped 
through so indecorously that it has taken all the grace 
I had to prevent my throwing a hassock at the creature's 
head. I have felt so indignant that I have not known what 
to do, to hear, in the presence of mourners w?ose ~rts 
were bleeding, a man rattling through the service as If he 
were paid by the piece, and ha:d more work to foHow, .and 
therefore desired to get it through as quickly as possible. 

, What effect he couM think he was producing, or what 
good result could' come from worrds jerked forth and 
hurled out with vengeance and vehemence, I, cannot 
imagine. It is really shocking to think of how that very 
wonderful burial service is murdered, and made into an 
abomination by the mode ih which it is f.requently read. 
I merely mention this ,because, H they cr~ticise our prayers 
too severely, we can 'bring a formidaJble countercharge to 
silence them. Better ,far, however, for us to amend our 
own Wunders than find fault wi.th others. 

In order to make our public prayer what it should be, 
the first necessary is, that it must be a matter of the 'heart. 
A man must be really in earnest in suppllcatiori. .It must 
'be true prayer, and if.it be such, it wil.l, like love, cover a 
multitude of sins. You can pa['don a man's familiarities 
and his vu~garities too, when you clearly see that his in-

, most heart is speaking to his Maker, and that ~t is only the 
man's defects of education which create his faults, and not 
any moral or spiritual vices of his heart. The pleader 
in public must be in eamest; for a sleepy prayer-what 
can be a worse preparation for a sermon? A sleepy prayer 
_·-w.hat can make people more dislike going up to the house 
of God at aU? Cast your whole soul into the exercise. 
If ever your whole manhood 'Was engaged .in anything, let 
it be in drawing near unto God in public. So pray, t!mt 
by a divine attraction, you draw the whole congregation 
with you up to the throne of God. So pray, that by the 
power of the Holy. Spirit resting on you, you express the 
desires and thoughts 0.£ everyone present, and stand as the 
one voice for the hundreds of beating hear.ts which are 
glowing with fervour before the throne of God. 

Next to this, our prayers must be appropriate. I do not 
say go into every minute detail of the circumstances of the 
congregation. As I have said before, there is no need to 
malre the public prayer a gazette of the week's events, or 
a {'egis1Jer of the births, deaths, and marriages of your peo
ple, but the general movements that have taken pIlace in 
the congregation should ,be noted by the minister's careful 
heart. He should bJ;'ing the joys and sorrows of his pc:o?le 
alike before the throne of grace, and ask that the dIVIne 

benediction may rest upon his flock in all thei,r movement.s, 
them- exerci.s:e.c;., engagements, and holy enterprises, and 
that the forgiveness of Goq may be exltended to thek 
shortcomings and innumerable sins. 

Then, by way of negative canon, I should say, do not 
let your prayer be long. I think it was John Macdonald 
who used to say, "If you are in the spirit of prayer, do not 
be long, because other people will not be able to keep pace 
with you in suob unusual sopilrituality; and if you aore not 

, in the spirit of prayer, do not be tong, because you will 
then be sure to weary the listeners." Livingstone says of 
Robert Bruce, of Edin.burgh, the famous contemporary of 
And!l"ew Melville, '''No man in his time ,spoke 'with such 
evidence and power of the Spirit. No man had so many 
seals of conversion; yea, many of his hearers thought no 
man, since the apostles, spake with such power . . . . He 
was very short in prayer when others were. present, b~t 
every sentence was Hke a strcng bolt shot up to heav~. 
I have heard him say that he wearied w:hen others were 
long in prayer; but,' being alone, he s.pent much time in 
wreStling and prayer." A man may, on special occasiQns, 
if he be unusually mQved and carriJed out of himsdf. pray 
for twenty minutes in the long morning prayer, but this 
should not often happen. My friend, Dr. Charles Brown,' 
of Edinburgh, ,lays it down, as a result of his delibe1'ate 
jtidgment that ten minutes is the limit to whioh public 
prayer ought to be prolongJed. Our Puritanic forefathers 
used to pray for three-qua['ters of an hour, cr more, but 
then you must recollect that they did not know that they 
\rouM ever have the opportunity of praying again be,fore 
an assembly, and therefore, took' their fill of it; and be
sides, people were not inclined ·in those days to quarrel 
with the length of prayers or of sermons so much as they 
do nowadays. You cannot pray too long in private. We 
do not limit you to ten ,~inutes there, or ten hours, or ten 
weeks if you like. The more you a·re on your knees alone 
the better. We are now speaking Qf those public prayers 
which come before or after the sermon, and for these ten 
minutes is a better limit than fifteen. Only one in a thous
and would complain of you for being too short, while 
soores will murmur at your being wearisome in length. 
"He prayro me into a good frame of mind," George Whit
field once said of a certain preacher, "and if he bad stop
.ped there, it would nave been very well; but he prayed me 
out ,cf it again by keeping on." The abundant long-suf
fering of God has been exemplified in his sparing some 
preachers, who 'have been great sinners in this direction; 
they have done much injury to the piety of God's people 
by their long-:winded orations, and yet God, in his mercy, 
has permitted them still to officiate in the sanctuary. Alas! 
for those who have to listen to pastors who pray in public 
for five-and4wenty minutes, and then ask God to forgive 
their "shortcomings"! Do not he too long, fcr several 
reasons. First, because you wea'ry yourselves and the 
people; and secondly, because being. too long in prayer, 
puts your people out of heart fQr hearing ,the sermon. All 
those dry, dU!ll, prolix talkifications in prayer, do but'blunt 
the 'attention, and thie ear gets, as it were, choked up. 
Ncbody would think cf blocking up Ear-gate with mud or 
stones when he meant to .storm the gate. No, let the portal 
be cleared that the battering-.ram of the gospel may tell 
upon it when the time comes to. use it. Long prayers 
either consist of repetitions, or else of unnecessary ex
planations which God does not require; or else they de-

C Continued on Page 9) 
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~be JlJrbi~ ~treet ~ulpit 
-
THE SHADOW OF HIS WINGS. 

A Sermori by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Prea:ched in Jarv~s StJ."leet Baptist Chul1ch, Toron10, Sunday Evening, August 2nd, 1931. 

(StenograpHically Reported) 

"HolW excellent is .thy lovingkindnes.s, 0 God! therefore the children of men put their tru.s.t under 
the shadow Oif thy. wings."-Ps'81m ·86:7. 

P·rayer before the Sermon. 
We beseech Thee, -0 LOM, to .make· 'WI. ·conscious of Thy 

presence this- eMening. We have had to excLaim again and 
again with Jacob, God was in, this' p1ace, and I knew it not. 
We are assured by the promises of Thy word that God is, in 
this< place. May we all kn'OW' it! May the Spirit of God 
.speak to every heart!· , 

We· ·beseeeh'T·hee, 0 Lord, to give of T,hy grace to Thine 
.own dear children. How .much we need diivi:nJe 'help! Always 
we are .beset with foes, and surrounded by difficulties. T.his 
vile world! is not a friend to grace to help us 'On to God. We 
n'eed the "perpetual ministry of the Divine Spirit, guiding our 
foot-steps. enlightemng our Uillderstandings, enf;ranc:hising 
:and energizing our wills,. We pray that this evening T·hy 
word may ibe very precious to Thine own dear childTen. 

We are to come to :bhe Table of the Lord. We .pray that our 
hearts may ,be prepared for that holy service. We ·beseech 
'Thee to maite the Great Sacrifice very real to every one of 
lUS. Enable us to· rejoice in sins forgiven, in our election with 
God, and in O'1lr place in the divine family. '1'aOCe away every 
doubt, every misgiving; !help us that we may rest in the Lord 
-and wait patiently f.or Him, ,that we. ,may find in the ass.u.r
:ance of the exceeding great and precious. 'prom'iSies the com
fort our 'Weary SIOuls require. 

There :is not one of us who has' n.ot been wearied with the 
climbing of the hill; not" one .of us who hl8S not felt at some 
time or other that the burdens ·of Ufe 'Were very heavy,
sometimes' too heavy; ·there is not one Oif us but has experi
.enced :bhe fear-of those who face a .superior foe, and we have 
need .of the presence and power of God! every moment Oif the 
day. May we leave this place this eyening aSSIIlred ·of this, that 
.every one who has named the name of Ohil"ist has been 
brought into closer felaowship with Him through the 'ministry 
of this service. 

If there be any who ·have lost the Joy of their soalvation, 
who ihiave even cast away their conlfidence,· who have written 
or· s'aid 'bitter things a'gaillSlt t·hemselves, :rnaY'hap who have 
even complained of God, mu:r:muring ag.ainst the .providential 
ordering o,f the eve:nJts of life,-we pray tbat any such may 
be br.ouglht :back again this eV1ening into the light af Thy 
countenance, into the :liulness of the ·Father's house. 

Lt may be ;jfuere ·are some n'llIlgering soul.s here who hunger 
and thirst a:flter righteousness, and! yet are ahle scarcely to 
define ,their own lfee:ling1S, some who are perhaps' not aware 
that the Spirit o;f God ihas spoken to them, 'Yet they are c.on
scious of an inward restlessness, Oif an: inSl8tiable thirst, of an 
hunger Ifoar which they have 'been ab1e to· find' no satisfaction· 
at anry. earthly board. Bring such into the clear light of Thy 
gospel, that they may eat the Heavenly Bread, 'and may drink 
of the water ,that flows from the Smitten Rock. 

'Dhere may ibe some who apparently have no interest at all, 
who have never sought to rec·eive ·anything personally from 
the hand of God, to whom God ,is only a name. They' have no 
fear of God before their eyes·,. 1lJ() eonsciollSllless Off His near
ness day by d'ay. IntI-oduce Thyself to such, we pray Thee. 
May there be many who shall turn in their hearts to Jesus 
Ohrisrt, the sinner's Saviour. 

Help WI now in OUit" meditation upon Thy ·truth. Once 
again we acknowledge that it is a sealed .Book to all but to 
those whose eyes are' spiritually opened. Only the divine 
A'llIthor, the Spirit of God Him.sel.f, can teach us' its inner 
meaning, or can hand to u.s the golden key whiiCh will unlock 
fur our admiration and possession the unsearC'hable riches 

.that lie within its treas·uries. Oh enrich WI this' evening! 
Maire us glad with Thy full salv·ation, to the glory 'Of Thy 
great name. Amen • 

It is not well to dwell too long within shuttered win
dows, .nor to occupy the mind too closely with the morally 
tragic aspect of human life" There are views of human 
nature which are not encouraging; there "are evidences of 
human depravity sufficient to inspire one with despair of 
his kind. 

The ,op'ening verses of this Psalm present a subject 
of study which is anything 'but 'inspiring. The Psalm
ist looks about him, and examines the men and women 
Wlith whom he has to do. He looks at human nature 
in some of its uglier, if no1ugliest, aspects. That is 
nev·er a very comforting occupation. You will never 
find much sloul-satisfaction in the 'study of men,-and. 
Y'ou will find still less ·encouragement ilf you tum your 
thought upon. yourselves, and analyze )"Our own inner 
nature. 

The Psalmist observes that bhere are some who have 
no fear ·of God pefore their eyes at a'll, and that many 
such flatter themselves until their iniquity is found to 
be hateful. He listens to what men have to say, and 
then he observ·es : "The woOrds 'of his mouth ar'e iniquity 
and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good." 
He sketches the outline of the character of one who is not 
surprised into wrong-<ioing, but who "deviseth mis
chief upon 'his ,bed; he setteth himsel:f in a way that is 
not good; he ahhorreth not evi1." 
. It is always easy to find a subject like that for dis
cussioOn. A certain person came to me some good 
while ago-two of them, indeed. But one of them said 
of the other that' number 'One had 'but an ill-furnished 
minod. He said, "This .person has nothing to talk about· 
but peopl,e. Whenever we meet,certain per:sons are 
bI"ought under review-anld of COU11Se they are not 
lovely. Thus I have toO listen to this analysis of other 
people's -characters, and in the end they are torn to 
shreds .. I find it is not edifyting at all, and I have sug
gested that. the conv·ersation be 1urned· in another 
direction, and that some other subj.e'Ct be discussed." 

You have met peop~e }.ike that, have you not? They 
never read a book-or, if they do, they do not rem-em-' 
ber ,it. They haV'e nothing to talk aDou·t; 'but the people 
with whom they 06nsort, or the people who cross their 
pathway. They 'have no kind word to speak . about 
anybody. .. 

I do not say that we may not find some good in. 
~le. sometimes, but I do suggest that the discussion 
of ·hum.an nature of a·ny sort is never particularly edi .. " 
f}ring. If we are <:>urselves to be spiritually healthy we 

--
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must occupy our minds with something better than 
that. 

So the Psalmist discovered, and he turned suddenly 
away from human nature as though he h~d resolved to 
!banish it from his mind. He said,. "I will talk about some
thing else. Thy mercy, 0. ~rd, is in the heavens; and thy 
faithfulness rea·cheth unto the clouds. Thy righteous
ness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a 
great d·eep; 0. ~rd, thou preservest man and beast." 
When he begJins to think about God, about the good
ness of God, His mercy, His faithfulness, His judg
ments, he 'breaks out in the exclamation Df my- text: 
"How eX!cellent is thy lovingkindness, 0. God t How 
far does the lovingkindness of God ex~el the noblest 
qualities that I may find in any ;human character t 
And therefore, because of what Thou art, because of 
Thine infinite trustworthiness, the children of men put 
their trust under the ~hadow of thy wings." 

1.. 

I begin, then, with the suggestion that TH~R~ IS NO 
HOLItR QCCUPATION THAN TO ENGAG~ THE MIND WITH 
THOUGHTS OF GoD. We live in a day when people talk 
much about "practical" things. They want a "prac
tical" sermon. They want direction ·for the everyday 
life. "Let us hear about our neighbours, and our re
lation~hip thereto; and less about God." Someone 
once said that to me in this church so~e year~ agO': 
"You talk too much about God, and not enough about 
men." Well, I fear my speech would be anything but 
pleasant if I had to talk aJbout men---to talk even about 
you, lovely as some of you are t I should get tired of 
thinking a'bout you all the time--,.-and still more weary 
of trying to talk about you all the time t 

But there is always profit in turning our thought 
toward God. After all, su·ch a meditatiDn as this-as 
I think we 'shall presently prove-is the most practical 
thing in the world. Men never learn properly to ad
just themse1ves---.or, to be adj11'sted:..-to all the -circum
stances of llil£e, until they are prDperly relaJted to God. 
The primary, the fundamental, the indispensable, re
quirement is that we ·should know God, know WhO' He 
is, and what He ~s, in order that we may be related to 
the centre of things; foor "he· is. 'before all things, and 
by him all things consist", or hold together. He is the 
Mainspring of the universe. From Him aU laws·, all 
forces, all ener:gies, that ·are helpful, radiate;' and only 
as we are right with Him ~an we be r~ght with the 
created order, and especially :with :such as were made 
in His image and likeness. . 

I cDmmend, therefore, this. example of the Psalm1st 
to your 'conSiideration as a very s~mple and practical· 
suggestion, that when you meet one with the other, 
when you exchan'ge ·ideas, when ybu try TO open your 
mind to another mind, and that mind is open ·to yours, 
in that inter-communion of soul 'be caireiful what you 
think about, .and what you talk about. Give heed to 
the subject of your meditation, and let God have His 
proper place. How the springs of Hfe would· be 
sweetened, how we should 'be saved from a hundred 
perils, if, ~nstead of thinking of men and of things, or 
even of ourselves, we oould turn OM thought' toward 
God, and learn with the Psalmist to say, "My medita
tion of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord." 

When you are ~ast dow.n, when sorrows are multi
plied, in the doudy 'and dark day when there seems 

nothing to gladden the hearts of men, turn your 
thought towa;rd God; ·emulate the ·example .of t~is in
spired writer, and see what·you can find 10 HIm to 
encourage you, and to inspire you to ·go on in the ways 
of righteousness. . 

. What is it the Psalmist thinks of 'here? The 10v1Og
kindness of the Lord. "Lovingkindness" is an QM 
T,est.ament word f.or the New Testament word of 
which we were ·singing just 'now, the grace that is a 
charming sound. Kindness, etymologically, means 
kinness, the quality of heart,. the character and ,conduct 
of someone who is a kinsman. "There is a friend 
that ·sti·cketh doser than a brother." A brother: is a 
kinsman from whom you expect much. But there is 
Qne Whose krinship is ·even closer than that of a 
br:other. He is "bone 9f our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh". 

YO'U see how the Psalmist summari~es things. Turn
ing with sadness .of 'hea1"'t, ·and perhaps almost with 
contempt, from his view -of human nature, he thinks 
first of all of the mercy of ·God. And then he tries to 
find a standard iby which to measure it. He says: 
"Thy mercy-where is it? Thy mercy, 0. Lord, is in 
the heavens ;.a.nd thy ·fa-ithfulness~where shall I find 
a rule to determine its dimensions? Thy ·faithfulness 
r:eacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness-where 
shall I find a standard for that?" He cast abDut every
where and said, "I know. Thy right.eou-sness is 1,ike 
the great mountains; thy judgments-1 knDw-thy 
judgments ar·e a great deep. Mercy, faithIfulness, 
righteousness, judgments---.,a.ll in harmonious exe1"'cise r 

preservest man 'and beast." Then he gathers it all up 
·in this ·one quality, this one attribute, "lovingkin'd
ness". He saY's, "How .excellent, how far excelling all 
human qualities is thy lovingkindness, 0. Lord." 

That is the subject of the Psalmist's medit.ation, 
how far the lovingkindness of God excel,s the te·nderest 
solicitude, the· warmest love, the most gracious quali
ties, Df any man or woman you can find' anywhere. ~ 

The thing that is e~cellent is the thing that excels, 
tha·t transcends, that outreaches, that goes beyond, 
soinethingelse. The lovingkindness of the Lord is 

. Ibut another name for }esus Christ, .foor "he took not 
·on him the nature df angels; but he took on 'him the 
s·eed of Abraham." All the gradl'us quaHties of Deity 
found their embodiment, thei·r incarnation, their revela
tion, an'd hamwnious exercise in the person and· work 
of our Lo~d Jesus Christ. Qh, how eX!cellent is He! 
And hDW far does His· ministry transcend all .other 
ministries anywhere and everywhere!. 

His lovingk.indness .is unlike that of any.body else, 
because of its immorality. It never fails. He loves 
us with a love that will not let us go. He lDves us 
with a 'love that never ends. "Having loved· his own, 
he loved them even unto the end." 

What a beautiful story that is .in Holy Writ a'bout 
the mu.tuallove of Dav,id and Jonathan t How heauti
fuUy unselfish was the love of Jonathan for his: frierid! 
How he delighted to surrender everything to' the O'b- . 
j.ect Qf his affection t How he parted company with 
his father, and put off the crown, and gladly surrendered 
the throne, ·and abandoned hope of ever being king, in 
order that another might reign in his stead t I do nOt 
know anything in literature to surpass the beauty of 
that story of the mutual love of David and Jonathan. 
And yet you· re~ember it came to an end. David had 



J 

August 6,· 193 I. THE GOSPEL WITNESS (ISS) 7 

to write of the lovingkindness. of Jonathan, of his in
comparable affection, in the past il:en§e when he said, 
"Very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to 
1l1e was wond·erful, passing the love of women." But 
it ended, and David was left alone. 

So is it often .in this world, that the heart that throbs 
with affection toward anoth'er at last ceases to ,beat at 
all, and the soul is left impoverished by the ceSsation 
.of that stream of lovingkindness hy -which it had long 
been refreshed. 

But there is One Whose lovingkindness is soexcel
lent, that so far excels all others, that .it will never, 
never, . cease. This evening some of us will come to 
the Table of the Lord. We shall take the bread and 
drink the wine in remembraoc·e of Him, in remem
brance of One Who died? Yes; but in remembrance 
of One Who lives again, oand whos-e love never ends. 

I kn·ow that is a simple o!bservati,on. .1 know ,it is 
the veriest commonplace to assure you that Jesus 
Christ lives. But what an unspeakable blessing it is 
to have a Lover \Vho can never die, and to -be sure 
tha,t w.e are loved with an everlasting love, to Ibe sure 
that His love is an immortal love, that ,cannot .be 
quenched even by the waters of death I How excellent 
i·s thy l'OvingkindneSlS, 0 thou Saviour of" my soul I 

Then it is excellent in this respect, too,. that it is 
changeless.· \Mhat ·~clde creatures humans are I How 
soon poop}.e tire of each other I How soori they grQIW 
weary of e3.!ch other's company I I think that is an 
argument for everybody's having a vacationl And it 
is an argument, too, why some people should not go 
away together. I used to have a .dear old lady fn this 
church. Some of you remember Mrs. Miner, one of 
the real saints.. She ·said to me one day when I was 
going away for a holiday-in the days when I took 
·hoLidays: "Well, Pastor, I hope you will have a good 
time. lam glad to s'ee you go" I I ·said, "Thank you/' 
Then she s.aid, "Y.es; I always ug·ed to tell Dr. Thomas 
that I was ,glad to see him go, and that nobody in 
Jarvis Street was more glad to see him ba~k again. 
If you lived in my house. YoOu would have to get 'Out of 
my sight some·ti·mes." 

And she was not f.ar wrong. People-grow weary of 
.each other. Affection cools" and sometimes dies out-
right. . 

I wonder why the love of the Lord Jesus never· 
:~ows cold ? Yet He says, " Lo, I am ·with you all the 
:days. I will be with you on .sunday, and on Monday. I 
will be· with you in your home; I will be with you at your 
work; I will be with you at prayer, and when you 
play. I will !be with you in laugdlter and in tears. 
I will be with you all the time, rJ'ght to the end of the 
.age. You cannot get rid of Me, and I will love you 
all the time too." 

That .is th·e wonder, how anybody could keep on 
10ving us. Is not that·a stupehd10us miracle, that the 
Lord could not .only love us in the beginning, but 
,could keep ,on loving us, and that His love never 
.changes? 

"He saw me ruined in the fall, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 
He saved me from my lost estate; 
His loving-kindness, 0 ·how great." 

How ·excellent is His lov.ingkindness I· It never 
changes. 

I .think the affection that exists between pastor and 
people, when it is· what it ought to be, is a very 
beautiful thing. And yet, you know, that does not 
always last. I remember read,ing years. ago W. J. 
DaIWson's book, "A Prop'h1et of Babylon". In that 
book. Dr. Dawson said that no. pastor-I think it is 
an exagg·eration. I· do not subscn:be to .i,t, but i·t is· 
suggestive-no pastor should ever expect to make 
abiding friends ·among his church members. He will 
save himself much sorrow of heart if he remembers it is 
always an official rela,tionship; that as long as h'e is 
successful, and as long as there is no storm on the sea, 
people will talk about our "beloved pastor"; but that 

. just a's soon as difficulties arise and there are hard 
places .iIi the road, and there are fie1"ce hattles to .be 
fought, then there are some people whose affections 
suddenly cool, and from .being the most devoted 
friends, they can become enemies over night. 

That is true in many relationships-and how sad it 
is,1 But what a .blessing it is that there is Someone 
Who never gets tired of us, and Who never changes. 
The changelessness of His love makes it -more eX()eI
lent than the love of all others. Well may we sing,-

"Jesus, lover of -my sou~, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly." 

His fove is "eXcellent" in respect .to the incompar
able resources that lie behind it. Did you ever go into 
a !big departmental store at Christmas time, and watch 
f.ather and mother planning to play Santa Claus? 'The 
man has not much money, 'but he 'has some children 
who are aU the world to him. He .is going to 'buy some
thing :for Christmas. You watch him. I 'have -studied 
him. Sometimes I have seen him -wa:lk right up to the 
pllitce where the most e:x;p:ensive toys are displayed. 
One would think he was a millionaire·. He looks co
vetously at the wonderful toys. He would get that for 
Harry, and something ·els·e :for Mary--'as thoug'lr all he 
had to do was to look over them and decide on the 
very best .of them. "What is the price of that ?"-and 
he moves down a little further I That would do very well, 
but it i~ too much-and he moves down again; until by 
and by you find him pretty near the end .of the stall. And 
there are- some things even then· he does not take -because 
he knows there is afive-and-ten cent -store next door I . 

What he at last buys is not the measure of-:his love. 
That man would buy the whole store for- that little boy 
of his, if he could, but he cannot. His love· is great 
enough, but his resources are very limite?·. 

Did.you ever walk down Yonge Street of an evening? 
I drive that way occasionally.on my way to the printer's. 
The stores are closed, but you see some young man arid 
woman looking into a jeweller's window (laughter). Did 
you ever see them? There they are I How eagerly they' 
scan the things there I 'It may be that .the man has no 
artistic taste at all. It may be he has no love of the 
beautiful. He does not want a ring for has hand, or any
thing else, but when 'he looks in· there ihe just wishes he 
had plenty of money---'~ecause he would like to buyout 
the whole store .to give to somebody I by and by he will go 
baok alone, when she is not there; and he wiU do just like 
that ·father did: the .trays will be !brought. out. "Too 
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much" I "Too much I" Of course, he will not da~e tell her 
how much at last he pays. ' But if she knows him, she 
knows it is the very best that he could give-and there 
may be enough love to go wath it as though it 'cost mil
lion-so His love is great enough, but his resources are 
limited. ' 

But what a Lover we have I What a Bridegroom He 
will be I There is po end to His love, and no limit to its 
resources. How tenderly He said it: "I am going to 
say Good-bye to you. ,I am going away for a little while. 
But do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe 
in God, and now when 1 depart, believe in Me; believe in 
Me just the same, for 1 will whisper a little secret to 
you: in my Father's house are many mansions, and I 
will go and prepare a place for you." 

That is what He is doing for this poor sinner. What 
a long time He has been at it I I wonder what sort of 
palace is awaiting us over yonder? 1 know He is eager for 
the day when He w:ill come and receive us unto Him
self, and when at last He presen-ts His ibride to the Father, 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thtng, when she 
has put on her beautiful garments, adorned with the 
lIIa;tchless jewels of His grace, and when she out
shines the angels and .shall be a little lower than the 
angels no more, but ready to share the throne with Him. 
What gifts He will bestow I How enriched· she wJill be I 

There was that in the word our Master spoke: "If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how muc!h more"-Will you measure it? How 
much more I "Thy mercy, 0 Lam, is in the heavens; and 
thy faithfulness reacheth unto the douds. Thy righte
ousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a 
great deep. How excellent, surpassing all my dreams, 
my utmost umaginings, is Thy 10vingkindness, 0 God I" 

1 must leave that,-and it is only a suggestion. The 
lov-inglcindness of the Lord exceeds 'and excels the high
est qualities of the human heart. 

. II. 

Whea thus we ,lmow God, when thus we think of God, 
and come-to understand God, we -shall' find A KNOWI,
EDG!'; OF GoD WII,I, INSPIR!'; US TO' TRUST HIM: "Therefore ' 
the child,ren of men put their trust under the shadows of 
tliy wings." 

Do not let anybGdy persuade you that faith is an un
reasonable thing. Faith is reason at its highest I Every
body who believes God, and trusts Him, has a profound 
reason for doing so. The reason is in God Himself, be .. 
caU!~e of what He is. "They that know thy' name will 
put their trust in thee." 
, "Under the shadow of thy wings." I want you to -look 
'at that just a moment or two:' "The shadow of thy 
wings." Plainly, he has the temple in view. We were 
spea;king tthis morning of the address which God gives 
for Himself: "Thou that dwellest between the cheruhim, 
shine forth." We have the same figure here: "The 
shadow of, thy wings." The overshadowing of the wings 
of the cherubim above the ark of the ,covenant: that is 
where men trust" in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Do you nee4 it? Have you outgrown that? Do you 
need the cleansing Fountain stiU? Let me sound -that note 
to any uncoverted soul. If you only knew how God loves 
you, if you could see the love of God that was manifested 
in His Son, as He was crucified for you, buried in your 
rOom and stead, and as He rose again, if you could under
stand that you would run to Him, rou would put your 

trust, not in your own righteousness but under the shadow 
of His wing where the blood is sprinkled, where"God has 
said, "There will 1 meet with you." Will you trust Him? 
Let His excellent lovingkindness woo you, and bring . 
you to His wounded feet, to cast your burden at His feet 
~nd bear a song away. 

."T'~e shadow of thy wings." what a picture of AI
m~ghtmess I W ~ associate -strength with noise, and might 
W1th a great d1splay. But here Almightiness is repre-' 
sented as the overshadowing wing. ' 

1 read to you ,to-night: "He shall cover thee with His 
feathers, and under !his wings shall thou trust." The 
power'of God can be very gentle and very, very, tender. 
You remember how the man of war, David, said, "He 
teacheth my hands to war, so tha.t a ibow of steel is broken 
by mine 'arms ... and t~y gentleness hath made me great." 
So does God come to us. He touches us with a touch 
that is as light as a feather-"Under his wings shalt thou 
trust." 

There is comfort there, dear friends. Did you ever 
see, on a chilly night in the early spring, a hen issue her 
mother call? How those little chicks that ~ook as though 
tihey would chill to death, run. to her and she covers them 
with herself, putting her wings aJbout them I That is the 
figure th~t Jesus Christ e~loyed when He said, "0 Jer
usalem, Jerusalem, which 'killest the prophets, and ston
est· tihem that are sent unto thee; how often would 1 
have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather 
her brood under her' w,ings, and ye would not I" He 
wanted to comfort- them, to mother ,them. God is our 
Father, but He is our mother too. The mothering spirit 
is in God: "As one whom his mother comforteth,. so will 
1 comfort you." 

Did you ever see a tired child come crying to his mother 
at the end of a day of play? He could not tell you, no 
m;atter what you offered him, what is the matter with 
him. She knows there is nd use asking a question: she 
gathers him up in her arms, and begins to sing to him. 
By and .by, comforted, 'he 'goes to sleep with the tears still 
upOn his cheek. That is how God deals with His child
ren : "Therefore tihe children of men. put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings." 

That means protection too. Protection I 1 love to think 
of that scene in Gethsemane's garden when they cam'e 
with torches to take our Lord with staves. Jesus Christ 
said, "Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of 
Nazaretih. Jesus saith unto them, 1 am he.' And Judas 
also, whi'ch betrayed him, stood with them. As soon then 
as he had said unto them, 1 am he, they went backward, 
and fell to the ground. Then asked he them again, Whom 
seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus an
swered, ,I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek 
me, let these go their way." He stood between His dis
ciples and the enemy,-

"The tempest's awful voice was heard, 
o Christ, it woke 'gainst Thee I 

Thy open bosom was my ward, 
It braved the storm for me: 

Thy form' was scarred, Thy visage marre~, 
Now ,cloudless peace for me." 

Tlhat is what Jesus did. 
There is an historical incident that will illustrate my 
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thought. During the Spanish-American War, Gennany 
was very sym'Pathetic toward Spain. When Admiral 
Dewey was aJbout to tak~ steps to capture the Spanish 
fleet at Manilla, the German· Admiral sought to per
suade the British Admiral to stand aside and permit him 
to prevent Admiral Dewey from taking the ·action whicl:I 
his government had commanded. The British Admil'3.'l 
·refused to hear the German's suggestion. The GermaJ? 
Admiral returned to his £leet, and then the British Ad
miral cleared all decks for action and steamed between 
the German £leet and the American fleet. He said to 
Germany, "You fire a shot, and you reckon with John 
Bull as well as with Uncle Sam." And Germany did not 
fire a shot. We know now Why she· did not! 

"Under his wings shalt thou trust." He covers us with 
. His feathers, and there is no hawk in the sky that .can 

take a cllick from th~ heavenly brood when God inter
poses on our behaH. T,hat is why you are here to-night. 
If He had not covered you with His feathers, you would 
have been destroyed long ago. The devil has the power 
of death. I believe the teaChing of ·Scripture is that your 
life would not be- worth a moment's thought if God did 
not cover you with His feathers, and stand between you 
and all harm,- - . 

"Plagues and death around me fly; 
Tin He bids; I cannot die: 
Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love· sees fit." 

And it is very dark under His wings. When the half 
dozen chicks get ·under the wings of the mother-hen their 
eyes are no·good: they see no mote. There are just two 
eyes, and the mot4er sees for all of them. Some of us 
may be in the dark. You have complained sometimes 
that you are unaible to see. Why should you' see? When I 
get on a sleeping-.car at night, I do not object to ·the 
porter's tuin\ng out all the lights----'I prefer that he should 
do so, because I want to sleep. I cannot ·see a thing; I am 
in utter darkness. But I arrive at my journey's end be
cause somodbody else is looking out for me. 

Very often when we are in the densest darkness and we 
say, "If only I could see," we are the safest; yet we are 
full of complaints because we cannot order our own 
lives. But the darkness is caused by the shadow 'of His 
wings,-

"He lends you, oft, His softening cloud, 
When sunshine makes a heaven below, 

Lest in the brightness you 'be proud, 
Forgetful when the sunbeams flow. 

"The cloud that meets you in the day 
Is ·but the shadow of His wing, 

Concealing from your sight the way 
That. faith alone may homeward .oring. 

"The fire that meets you in the night 
Is the full brightness of His face, 

Revealing through your tears a light , 
That leads you to His dwelling-ipla<:e. 

"How excellent is thy loving,kindness, 0 God! there
fore the children of men put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wings." .. . 

Let us pray: We thank Thee, 0 Lord, for Thme 
abounding grace to us, and for this truth which ·has been 
the subject of our meditation. We pray that th~ Holy 

Spirit may help us to receive the implications of this great 
text. Help us that we may rest and rejoice in the loving
kindness of the Lord; for His name's ~ke, Amen. 

JARVIS STREET BROADCASTING. 
We received reports from so many quarters during July 

tbJat there was s·o muC'h static, a·pparently accompanying the 
hot wealther, that it was impossible to listen tG the radio with 
any profit. For this reason it has been decided tG discontinue 
the broadcasting service until the end of the sum-mer, when 
cooler weather will make reception possible. We are so~ 
to miSIS the opportuniJty to minister.tG shut-ins and others on 
the ooca.siGnal Sunday when perhaps the weather would make 
good reception pos:!IIi:ble. . 

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET • 
Mter ibeing out-llif-town for two or three diaY'S at qvG 

week-ends, the 'Pastor occupied the pulpit in Jarvis Street 
mGming and evening. The morning was wet, .but there was 
a .good ccmgregation. The eVlel1ing was· threatening, bu.t a 
large summer congregation attended. One was ba:ptized. Tille 
Monthly Communion ·Service followed attended by a few 
snor.t of five hundred'. 

PUBLIC PRAYER. 
(Continued from Page 4) 

generate into downright preachings, 'So that there is no dif
ference between the praying and the preaching, except 
that in the one the minister has his eyes shut, and in the 
other he keeps them open. It is not necessary in prayer 
to rehearse the Westminster Assembly's Catechism. It 
is not necessary in prayer to relate the experience of ail 
the people who are present, or even your own. It is not 
necessary in prayer to string a selection of texts of Scrip
ture together, and quote David, and Daniel, and Job, and 
Paul, and Peter, and every other ,body, under th~ title of 
"thy servant of ald." It is necessalI"Y in prayer to. draw 
near unto God, but it· is not required of you to prolong 
your speech till everyone is longing to hear the word 
"Amen." 

One little hint I cannot withhold-never appear to be 
closing, and then .start off again for another five m~nutes. 
When f.riends make up their minds that you are albout to 
conclude, they cannot with ·a jerk proceed again lin a de
vout 'Spirit. I haVJe known men tantalize us with the hope 
that they were drawing to a close, and then take a f.resh 
lease two or three times; this is mOISt unwise and un
pleasant. 

(Continued next week)-

-
BOOKS BY DR. SHIELDS 

't'flIE ADVENTURES OF A MODERN 
YOUNG MAN" 

A series of sernlons on the parable of the 
prodigal and his brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 
A seri~s of Thursday evening Bible Lectures 
from Genesis to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HIS
TORY." 

A series of sermons preached in Jarvis Street . 
Church, on "The Trial ~f Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 

J 
I -.. ~ 
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THE LAW OF MOSES. -
Lesson Text: Exodus, Chapter 20. 
Golden Text: "And Moses said unto the 

people, Fear not: for God is come to 
prove you, and that his fear may be 
before your faces, that ye sin not." 
(va. 20.) 

DAILY BIBLE- READINGS 
Monday: Psalm 97:1-12. 
Tuesday: Deut. 5 :22-33. 
Wednesday: Eph. 6:1-9. 
Thursday: Matt. 15:1-9. 
Friday: Matt. 22 :34-46. 
Saturday: Deu,t. 11 :13-25. 

I. RECEIVING THE LAW, (vS'. 1-17). 
:In this sectiOon ,the ten commandments 

are recorded, the first four of these set
ting :liorth man's :relation to God, the 
otherS'ix his rel'ation to men. The 
author of these commandments, as of 
the law, wa's GodJ, He ''spake all 1iliese 
WIOrdiS" (va 1). Their nature and pm"
pose ought therefu:re to receive careful 
and strict rattention. The law dloes 'lWt 
depict man's- ,groping after God" but 
God's revelation unto man. Additional 
teaching is given in the New Testament, 
-but the principles IOIf the law. are still 
opemtive and apply not only to the act, 
Ibut to the ,thougM, (Matt. 5:28). God',s 
law is ,of the utmost :im!PoTtance to man, 
lying as it does' -at -the 'basis' af all that 
is good in hlll'man ~aw. Wihen the world 
has tried to govern contMry i1lo Hi& law, 
qisaster has ocwrred, and! ;the futility ocf 
the experiment ,bas 'been evident. God 
knG'WS 'best that :which :is ,good for man 
end the owis'est among, men ,give heed -to 
His teachdng. 

In giving the law, ~he AuthOor of it 
designates HimsoeJ.f as "the Lord thy 
God", and dmws, attellltion -to, His work 
on Israel's :behalf in bringing them "out 
af the lam 'of Egypt, out of the !house 
of bondage" (vs. 2). 'It 'WI&-S the 1OOIl!I1i:
potent, e-ternal, self-exis-tent, unchange
able ,One who was speaOOing, the only 
God af 'beaven and earth, and in a very 
special sense the God! and Redeemer af 
IilTael. As such. it was, HiS! ri,goht rand 
privi~ege to give commands" and it was 
the duty of ISTael to obey. And the 
same may be s'aid in relation to the 
world's attitude in :the !present day. The 
first commandment, "Thou shalt h1&ve no 
other gods before . me" ('Vs. 3-), or "he~ 
aide" or "except me", Slets before us llhe 
true object of w-ors1hip and effilphasizes 
the fact that theTe is, 'but one w.ho ean 
claim ,such adoration. Tbe heathen 
nations sur:roound;ing Israel :had many 
gods" ibut such wias n,ot to :be too case 
with the Lordi's' people. P,oly:bheism is 
co.ntrary Ito the will Oof ,God and is' of the 
devil (01 Cor. 1'():20). Man m'lllSt 'have 
some giOd', some !person or thing which 
he exalts to the fimt :place in his life. 
The heathen openly 'bows down to his 
iOOl; the civilized ~ apart from 
OlN:ist, sometimes openly, at o,ther times 
secretly, ibes'tows his, adoration upon 
that which OCOOpl8S1 the ploace of God in 
his life; it may be lOne of several per-
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sons or things, &8', pleasoure, 'busdness, 
money, position, secret or 'P'\lblic sin, a 
relation or hims'ehf (-Plhil.8d8, 1,9). An 
oidol is ,that whicih is, put in otilie place af 
God. The Lord must ihave the first place 
in the liie. 

The second commandment gives in
stl'uetion concerning the manner af wor
ship; no. representatio.n laf anything was 
to be used' in connection therewith, and 
a warning is given based on the char
acter of God~ ,He is 'a "jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity 'af the fathers upon 
the child'l'en untOo the third and! fuUil'lth 
generation -of them that hate me, and 
shewing mercy unto thousands of them 
that love me, and obey my command
ments'" ('Ys. 4-6). 'It is not the repre
s-entations in themselves 'wihich a:re con
demned, as Oonly a little time later in
str:uction is given concerning Jthe mak
ing of the cherubim (-Gil. 25:18), 'but 
the use ,af these in WWShip. God is a 
Spiri-t and must lbe WIOrliliip'ped in spirit 
and in truth, (John 4:24). The ritualists 
who l\lJSe wch representations in the 
preS'ent day, as illl the case O!f -the Roman 
Oatholics -and-others, require to pay heed 
to tbis pro.hibition. They are seeking. 
to worship God in a way diSlpleasing 
unto Him. Weare enjOoined: ,to approach 
witho.ut any ~uman or material inter
mediary, (Heb.· 4:16J. 'TIOO nearer to 
God we live, ;the more simple we desire 
,ou'1" Worship to Ibe. Note the early 
church (Acts 1:,U~~14;4:31, 32). The 
'l!'Vlil consequences of an erroneous ,form 
af wors-hip are seen in the children who 
most naturally follow in the footsteps 
af the fathers. See tbe, ima'ge-wors'hip
ping, and priest-ridden countries 'm the 
world. And' 'blessing comeS' to thousands 
when God is' W'OTsMpped in accordrance 
w.i.th His, will. See Scripture, refOorma
tion period: of history, Protestant coun
tries, revivals, and present-day i,nstanees. 

The ,third com:rnandment teaches the 
proper a.ttitude; to God. "ThO!U shalt not 
ta,kie the name o;f . the Lord thy God in 
vain; for the Lord will not ,hold him 
guiltless that ta:kieth His' name in win." 
(vs. 7). HiS! name must 'be re:verenced, 
otherwise wesohall -be oaccOounted guilty 
and suffer the consequences. Such 
.reverence in respect to the proper me of 
God's name requiroes dille emphasis these 
days when_ so much irreverence is ibeing 
shown in 'W1OIl"d' aondl action; in !i9Wearing, 
frivolity and 'hyp1ocrisy. 

In the :f1our.th commandlment instruc
tion is, given ooncerning the time to ,be 
·specifically set apart fur ,the worshdp of 
God. The division iSi ,that 0If six days 
for '~aIb()ur and one dey for rest, the lat
ter being the ,slabba.th of the Lord, the 
day in wihich man was to Ibu;rn from his 
daily la:ooUil"s and 'Pay lheed, without dis
traction, to ,the s,piritual realities: T,h;is 
day was to ,be kept holy; no work ibeing 
dOone in it, and is dlirectly il'elated to the 
rest day of God aft.e'r the creation (vs. 
8-11). It W1&S to lbe kiept from sunset :to 
sunset (-Le'V. 23':32,), no' ifi.re was to be 
lcindled on it (Eoc. 315:3)', stNngers with
in the gate's wer~ to keep it (,Ex. 20:10), 
and sabbath brea.kers were to :00 SItoned 
(Ex. 311:15). The Jewish sabbath is not 
now observed by the cburch, the first day 
of .the week ibedng set apart for worship. 
In connectioon with this' the following 
may be noted: th~ law waS' in operation 
until -the time of 'Chri&t (Gal. 3:19-25). 
OhristDll&nifested His authority over 
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the law (Matt. 5:22, ,28, 32), Sla:bbaths 
were flOr a sign" (!Deu,t. 5:115; Ezek. 
20:12), ,Ohristians' rare ,under a new ooy
ena.nt (Hel>. 8:6-18), ,they are not under 
the 'old law, hu,t 'IliDder ,grace' (Rom: 
6,:14). T·he law was addled Ibecause af 
tmnsgressioDS (Gal. 3:18, 19); the law 
was our ;ped!a.gogue (Gal. '3:24). We are 
not ,to judge one an,other on account of 
day& (Rom. 14:1-6'; '001.2:1,7, 18), but 
to obey the oommandments Oif ()hrist. 
(I John 3: 22, 23), a 'Word to those who 
desil'e to 'be under the old law (Gal. 4: 
21-311), the first day af the week was 
observed by the early cburoh in com
memorati,on of 'our Lord's re&U!lTection 
(Acts 20':7). Note the necessity of one 
day's reSit in ,seven, and the reasonable
neSs af one seventh af time ibeill!g given 
to Divine wOO"ship; also the m:a;nner in 
which the day is desecmted 'by 'business 
and 'Pleas.ure. Commandments' twe to 
ten Rtate man's duty to man, the first of 
1ilie;se .stating the proper attitu:de ,af 
c;hildren to parents (vs. 1,2), :being the 
first commandment with promise (Eph. 
6:2,). The s,ixth commandment affects 
men in general and condemns- murder 
(vs. 18), capital ipU·nishmJent lbeing ex
cluded .therefrom (Gen. 9:61; Ex. 2l1:12'). 
Ne'W Testament 1IIIPPI~tion (Matt. 5:21, 
22). The seventh cOlIllllIl'andment affects 
the family ('Vs. 1'4), the lbasds o;f society 
(Matt. 5:27, 28). The eigihth relates' to 
the Pl"operty of others, which mu&t be 
,held inviolate (w. 15). The ninth CODr
cerna: the reputation .of others, which 
mlll&t nOot 'be tl"adu.ced (vs. 16). And the 
tenth affects ,too inward' attitude toward 
others (vs. 1"1). T,be duty enjodned in 
tbese commandments is' taUiglht also in 
the New Testament. 

IL THE EFFECT ON THE PEOPLE, 
(w. 18-26). 

T,he ,phenomenllli accomp&IIJ:ying ;the 
giving of the law ,were so ,terrible that 
the people were afraidi, and ",they ;re
moved, and Sltood &ifar off" (va. 18), and 
,requested Mose'S to speak i\loDto them, 
"but le,t not God S1pe1tk. with US', lest we 
die" . (vs. 19). To meet God 'Purely on 
the basis of ~aw is a terr.ible thing for 
the sinner, for ihe must ,then 'bear the 
punishiment of ihds trans'gl'leSoSioDS'. Thank 
God f.or s-alvatio,n from the terrors of 
thie ~aw. The reason for these :phenom
ena is stated 'by Moses. He oounsoels the 
Israelites not to !fear, ",For God! is come 
toO prove yOul, and that his fear may he 
before your faces, that ye sin not" (vs. 
20). T'his revelation of God's, power was 
meant ,to test -the people in :rela-tion to 
the Lord, and to inSitil withdn them godly 
Ifear. In these da}'Sl Wlhen so much is 
,made of God's I'ove, it is well that we 
siho.uld rememlber the significranee and 
implications' of the ,th'lllDderings' and 
lightnings af, Sinai in ,their relation to 
both pas.t and, future. Moses, unaf,raid, 
draws near unto, God and li.SJtens still 
fu;rther unto His 'V'Oioe (ve. 21), while 
He 'give.!! comlrnandmen-t concerning His 
wol'lSlhip. He:was -to !be WIOrshipped di
rectly, with no intermediaries. (vs. 22, 
23). An altar of stone was made, no 
tool was to be laid! upon the stone, rand 
no steps were to. lead up Ito it (\11'3. 25, 
26). T'he stone must -be in its natural 
sta-te. Man's w.ork must be kep,t .out 
with Ms ideas, and everything must be 
done in ~ordance with God's will. 
Ohrlostia'l1l9 should also lbe most careful 
in this respeet.- ' 



I 

r 
~ 
I 

~. 

Augu~t 6, 1931. THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

Is the Official Publication of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario .. nd Quebec. Send all communications. 
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CONVENTIONS. monillace· ;to repeat t.ha.t saying at thiS 
There are, 8IS everyone kn-ows, "Con- time. We feel, ·however, :that ·it wauld 

ventions and Oonventions," and at this be impossible for u.s to ,give a true re
time we have the reports of the two port ·of ()our Fourth Annual Oonvention 
Conventions held simultaneously with witihout ·saying this very thing. For 
the Special 'Convention meeting in To- without a doubt, 'in ;the truest sense, it 
ronto on -the 10th, 17th and 18th of June, was the best Oonvention in our history 
the Convention of the Regllllar Baptists as Regular Baptis.ts, or d;'hat we ever at
of British .Oolumbia and ,the Convention tended. From beginning to end the Bes
of the Regular Baptist Missionary So- sions were ma.rked by t'be presence and 
ciety of Alberta. These are both splen- power of ,the Holy Spirit, and a spiritual 
did reporls, and the Union :rejoices that unity among God's people that made it 
it !has a s'hare in 'supporting the work. mOl¢ delightful and helpful. Over and 
Last _ year $980 was forwarded to the over again during the 'Convention Ses
Treasurer of the BJC. Convention and sions, and since its d-ose, we have heard 
$221 to <the Treasurer of the A,Iberta expressions oOf appreciation of !the spiri
Society. tunl nature of the annual gathering and 

In earlier is'Sues, something bas been the help and' blessing il"evived from being 
said concerning the Special Convention present. . 
of the Uni"OoD! of Regular Baptist "A.mollig the ,things that contributed to 
Churches of Ontari'O and Quebec, held in this spiritual success was the prayer 
the Jarvis Street Baptisot Ohurch, To- that preceded the· :Convention, and a·t the 

'l'onto, but muC'h moOre could be said, and same time the prayer tha,t attended the 
with the friends in Western Canada, we conduct of iots sessi"On.SI. The office of·the 
lift our voices in praise to Him who hath Holy Spirit was duly recogn~z:ed. God's 
given us :the victory. Wlbile it is true Word was 'bonored; and an utter depend
that certain conditions made the Special enoo upon God was ,realized 'by all whoO 
Convelllti'On necessary, the decision of the were respo.nsible for part in ,the Conven
churches was suC'h that side-issues tion's program. As this lSame' Spirit per
whiC'h had th1'eatened vhe purpose of the vades the work of our Churehes throug-h
Union have been dealt with, and it goes out the Province 'be·tween 'Oonvention 
f-orward wirtih unity of purpose in its times, there will be real success that will 
misos-iona'ry program. The closing hours glorify GOd." 
of the 'Conventi'On are surely' written on Alberta -Society. 
the ,hearts of all delegates and visiting 
friends. The 'Lorn visited His people; T,he monrt;hly news letter of the Regu
and tired delegates and those who had lar Baptist Mis·sionary Society of AI
been in attendance throughO'llt the Con-· berta gives a splend.id report of what has 
vention session'S felt ,bhe caree of the <lay been accomplished during :the past year. 
lifte(l; they were "encoura·ged in the Such a wOirk can be recoonmended with
Lord." The missionaries-elect to Liberia out reserve by the Union's Executive. 
were introduced, and an addres,s. by the Rev. Morley ·R. Hall, chairman of the 
President of the Up.io'n, Rev. Clifford J. Alberta Society, was ~'Or some time a 
Loney, of the IStalliley Avenue Baptist me!Dber "Of the Ex~uti.ve B~ard of ~he 
Church Hamilton· .ontari'O and a mes- Umon. Pastor Hall IS ooe WIth the pnn
s'age by Dr. T. T. S'hield's.' crowned the· cip1et? and aims -of the Uni?n of Regular 
day. It was indeed a 'splendid Conven- Baptist Chur~hes ?f OntarIO and Quebec 
tion the best saved for the last and the and fellowshIps, WIth ·the _clrurches band
inspiration ofth'ose closing' h~~rs was ed ~ogether in the Eastern pr,?"vinces in 
such that men thanked God 'Once again theIr program. The Alber.ta frIends con
:(or able and consecra.ted leaders who tri-bute regularly to .the Foreign Mi!':sion 
were ready to suffer, and ihad suffered, work in ~i'beria,. and }t may 'be possible 
in the conflict against evil-"The servant f~r them to have. theIr oOwn represen1:a
is not greater .than his lord". The bve on ,the field In the not to·o far dIS
Special Convention has lef.t us with a tant future. 
larger vision and a greater desire to, Part of the report of !the <Convention 
EVANGELIZE, "beginning aIt Je·rusa- me,etin:gs is given: 
lem" and even ,to the "uttermost pam "For ;those who we·re unable ,to. attend 
of the world". this unique gathering 'Of Regular Bap-

B.C. Convention. tists of Alberta, we owe you a word of 
While j.t is not possible for us to give l"eport at lea.st. .A!s you will remember, 

more than a paragraph 'Or two, from the it was to be held in Benalta, 'and to 
report of the Allinual Convention of the Benalta we wEmlt in ,goodly numbers to 
Regular BaptiS'ts of ·British Columbia, attend 'Our -firs.t Annual ,Convention of 
we wish that all could read it,in its en- the' newly :l)ormed organization of Regu
tirety as given in .the paper of the Oon- lar 'Baptists of ~ur Province, which was 
vention, "The B.C. Baptist". The open~ ·held June 16th, 117th '8nd 18,th. 
ing 1'emar.ks of the report are. as. If~l- "Delega·tea and visitors came in full 
low5': . count from the churches in fellowship, 

"In giving report of all our previOl\lS and also :l)rom the outly,ing districts a 
OolllVentions and quarterly Rallies, it has goodly lIIUm.ber were 'Pl'eSent to enjoy the 
been customa,ry fool' us !f:o say 'the be:l!t spiritual fellowship of these peoiPle 
yet'. And it may seem somewhat com- called 'Regular' ·Baptists. The Bap.tist 

Church being too small to acc'ommodate 
the gathering, the Community Hall, 
which ·seats over 200, was .procured and 
weB filled throughout the sessions. Each 
session was well attended, and Ithe fel
lowship was dch and sweet. 

"It was OUil" privilege to introduce three 
new pas.tors that have Come :to us since 
our firs:t Rally in June, '19130, when we 
met in :tlhe Westbourne Baptist Church 
in Calgary to organize suC'h a fellowsihip. 
It is a joy ,to welcome and i1lltrod-uce into 
our fellowshIp such men as the Lord ha6 
raised up and sent for.bh in I);his move.. 
ment." 

T.he report then gives space Iflo two of 
the young men so well known am-ong 
our churches, Putor Gordon W. Searle 
and Pastor ·ebaS'. S. McGraith. T,hese 
young men. are dear !flo the hearts of 
their brethren in Ontario and Quebec, 
and are followed by oOur prayers. ' . 

"-Pastor Gordon W. Searle, of :the Nor
wood Regular Baptist Church in Edmon
ton, was the fiTSt to be introduced. 
Brother .Seade came :to us from the To
ronto Baptist Seminary about .ten days 
after our fi'rat Rally, and the blessing of 
the Lord has heen abundant in his field 
of labor in Edmonton. .Slhor.tly after his 
'work began in Edmonton, the N oil"Wood 
cause was 'organized with about 24 char
er members, and thi's Woork has increased 

·to a membership of OVeil" 5() members. 
Our Norwood ,brethren are 'still without 
a churoh building, but .steps. are being 
taken to raise sufficient funds foil" the 
erectiolll 'Of one as s'oon as pOoSlSible. This 
would be a splendid spot to invest some 
of the Lord's tithe. 

"Pasw,r Ohas. S. McGratih arrived in 
from the E'as-t in time for ;the ·Oonven
tion. This broOther comes to us from the 
Toronto Ba.ptist Seminary, and at pres
ent is stationed at Macleod, which is also 
a very strategic po;illlt in connection with 
work. Already our brother has had the 
joy of seeing some 7 or 8 adults openly 
confess Christ. One of the chief dUli
culties ,here is a suitable 'building for 
meetings, 'and. unless same can ,be ob
tained ·soon, the woOrk will suffer badly." 

Next week, we trust that there will be 
room for further briefs from ,this excel
lent report. 

• • • • 
BLESSING AMONG THE CHURCHES. 

Shenstone Memorial. 
The1¥! is a Daily Vacation Bible School 

in cODnection with iShens.tone Mem'Orial 
Baptist Ohurch, Brantiord, which at
-traets many 'of the children .of the neigh
borh-ood; in f'8et the attendance grows 
daily, and thi.s is indeed a means of 
spreading ,the· Gospel and winning the 
children for' Christ that "Other churches 
might well copy. . 

An'other vetllture o.f the ,Shenstone 
Ohureh, as it endeav-oil"tl to "-launch out 
into the deep" in the Lord's w-ork and 
for His 'glory, is a series of 'tent meet
ings. AlSsisted by Evangelist Garratt, 
Pastor McNulty has commenced an ag-
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grteSsive campai.gn for souls. A large Dautheny feels handica.pped w~en ~rit
tent is located at the corner of st. ing in English, but readers wIll Judge 
George and Grand ,streets, Brantford, for themselves regarding ihis ability in 
and ihere meetings are held as well as at this ImlItter, £oor -the fonowing is a letter 
the church. On .sunday, July 19th, ,two couched in his own style: 
responded ;jx) the PasOOr's invitation at "Our French wOTk here is going on, 
the close of the evening service, and this and Brother St. James and I spr~ the 
is but an earnest of His lilessing, the Gospel in 'good .many hearts. It IS nOot 
churcih verily believes. , ea.sy to enlighten the big crowd at OJIJCe, 

On Saturday evenings, an Open ~ir but for my part, I do my utmo'st to 
Meeting is held in the heart of the CIty, preaeh Christ and Him crucified. 
Market Square and for all these efforts "Every Sunday e,ven:ing some ne~ 
to bring tihe ~pel message within th.e people come at our s.ervlce, and ~fter It 
hearing of men and women, boys ana IS ove~ ask me q?estlons concerml?'g the 
girls, the prayers of Gospel Witness' salvatIon Oof theIr souls. Now IS the 

k d opportune time 1;0. sow the ,good seed. 
readers are as e . The French Canadians by the hund,reds 

Stanley Ave., Hamilton. have lost their faith in the RoOman 
'rniis week, we again hear from the Ohurch and I am afraid they will be

Stanley Ave. Baptist Church, Hamilton. come iz:ndel before very long. It is why 
S'"..anley Avenue O~urel?-, with its va:i~us, I plead with our Christian people to 
Bible SchoOoOls 'and Its wlde'spread actIVIty, never 'neglect the wOll'k among the 
has of course, wonderful prayer meet- F'reneh in Quebec. They need the Gospel 
in~ at all times, but the one held last as much as the pagans o.f India and 
week was 'III Httle unusual. There were' A£orica. . 
one hundred and forty present. Yes, "We are about eleven thousand French 
one hundred and :f.orly, in vac~tioOn time, Protestants in Montreal; among them is 
in the midst of a heat wave such as a Judge of :f;Ihe Superior Court, good 
Ontario has not known £oor many years. many laWyers, physicians and business 
Do moOdernistic churches 8Ittract like men. 'The majority of them 'belong to 
that? We do not know of any that do. the Church, but my work here 
Art; this prayer meeting, Rev. Clifford J. is quite young, and I am not ashamed of 
Loney had the privilege of 'baptizing the :results. Of course tlhe economic de
seven believers. The mother of the In- pression has ,taken all our finance; I 
dian girls saved at the Mountain MislSion have only two men who have steady 
followed her Lord after her confession work. The majority of the men in our 
of Faith made at a recent Sunday s'er- church are wi'Phout 'Ml!l'k for many 
vice; then there was a mofuer of twelve months. In spite oOf that, we work hand 
children whoO obeyed the Lord's com- in 'hmld, and our Lord will pour upon us 
mand; while four membeTs of one family, His blessing." 
t:wo b1'C?thers and two sisters, and one Central London. 
httle girl of the negro race were also . . . ~ . 
buried in ,the waters of baptism. In spI~e of IntenSIve heat ~ ;the holi-

At the close of this prayer meeting, day commg oOn Monday, ,taking !ts usual 
two came forward 'seeking salvation, and ,toll of the regular attendant;s, It was a 
one other, a young man, indicated his good day at Cent:t;a! Baptist Church. 
desire to have a closer walk with God. T]tere were many VlsIwrs a~ ,both ser-

. VICes, and Rev. W. E. Atkinson, who 
St. Amedee FIeld. ministered there, extended the right hand 

Pastor Lome Hisey has been kept of fellowship to three new members at 
busy on his :IHlree-chureh ,field, and we the morning service, and i,n ,the ev.ening 
have not heard from 'him 'as often as had the privilege oOf baptizing four be
usual this summer, but even 'so, we have lievers. 
known that the Lord was blessin.g his 
minis-try, and now we shalle a recent 
letter with thoOse wiho make 'such sum-
mer work possible. . 

"I suppose you will think that I have 
forsaken .the Union, but noOt so. The 
Union is oOne of ,the joys oOf my heart, 
and I count it a privilege under God to 
be a Regular Baptist Pastor. 

"The wOllk here is going on very well. 
So far there has ,been nothing spectacu
lar, but the presence of' the Lord in our 
midst has. been very noticeable. At 
St. Am,edee, the congregations are good 
and the mid-week service is being well 
attended. At Papineauville things are 
about fue same as last year, 'hut 8it the 
Gore, we have a maI"ked increase. The 
Sunday evening congregations have fre
quently been in the neighborhood of 
fifty, and the little sehool-house is almost 
packed. Tohe interest is intense." 

Special meetings on this field are 
planned for the nea!l' future. Pray -that 
the Lord will save many. 

The French Work. 
Letters from Rev. Jules Dautheny, of 

the Benefl.cient French Baptist Church, 
Mantre'al, are always interesting. ~Ir. 

. ... ... ... 
Annette' St., Toronto. 

In the Pastor's' aihsence on VIIlCation, 
the foOllowing supplies have been arrang
ed for the month of Au_gust. Sunday, 
A1lgUISt 2nd, Rev. W. Gordon Brown; 
AU'gtust 9th, Rev. Arthur' Lee; August 
16th, 'Rev. W. Gordon Brown; Augu,st 
23rd, RelY. A. 'C. Wihitcomlbe, and August 
30th, Rev. R. D. Gutlmie. 

The servdoes on August 2nd, conduct
ed by the pastor's elder son, Rev. W. 
'Gordon Brown, were times o.f .spiritual 
mreshing and as hands were c}:as!ped. in 
greeting at ,the. cloOse of the services it 
was good to hear the 'Words! of !brothers 
and sisters in the Lord as ,they all with 
cme accord, in one way or .another, re
mar.ked that it was ,good Ito have .been 
here. 

The Bilble School at Annette IStreet Is 
held from ten to eleven ,o'dock preceding 
the m'Orning service, and an invitation 
is extended to visitors in Torcmto to 
"drop in". ........ 

Timmins. 
Pastor E. C. 'Wood .spent Sunday, 

A'Ilg1ll!llt 2nd, with Mr. .slade at Timmins 
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and for the next month or tWlO will sup
ply First Baptist Chur<;'h 41U~ing Mr. 
Slade's absence. The TJ:mmInS' Ch'lll'C'h, 
its pastor and 'Mr. W,ood are commended 
to the cilurohes for ,special prayer. 

... ... ... ... 
Mount Dennis. 

In loanin'g its, Pastor to Ithe Timmins 
Church :for the period required! for .Mr. 
Slade to rest ,the Miou.nt Dennis folk 
have ;been ,g;aciou:s indeed. It !so -ex
'peeted that the cllurch there wIll 'he 
served! each Sunday morning !by a T.B.S. 
student and the evoening .services will be 
taken by a member oIf the Annette St. 
Church's Gospel (Jar Band. Las.t Lord!s 
Day Rev. Arthrur Lee took the services, 
and 'under his ,able direction the Open 
Air services are 'being carried on. .Mr. 
Lee is serving the' 'S'touiflYille Bapt~st 
'ChurC'h the latter part, of August while
the Pastor is on vacation. 

... ... ... ... 
The Bulletin. 

The interes.t Slhown in -the "Missionary 
BuJletin" seeJIlS' to. increase with each 
issue. ,It is not possible to aclmowledge 
f!!Very letter sending il}&mes 1)If. ~e who 
would ,be interesited In receIVIng It, but 
the names are ~fully 'PUt on 0U3.' 
Mailing List and 'We are ,grateful for. 
them. . , 

And here ,may we say that every dona
tion·to the Union', or to the maintenance 
of Tohe Bulletin, as carefully acknowl
edged and an official ;receipt sent. If at 
any time, a contribution thas ,been sent 
which has' not had aekinowledtgment 
wiithin a week, please let the Office know. 
,Such inform'ation wjll !be grate£ully il"e
ceived and will help us. check up on the 
mails. We have reason to believe that 
many letters carefully 'addressed are 
not reacMng their d'esti'nation aOO an in
vestigation is' in process. 

... ... * ... 
MICHIGAN NOTES. 

By C. R. Peterson. 
Charlotte. 

The ',Gospel Ta!bernacle has re<:ently 
called Bro. JoOhn: Zuider.hoeik ;jx) 'become 
its pastor. Bro. Zuiderhoek was the first 
pastor of the Tabemacle, when it separ
'ated from ,the Fimt 'ChurCih some 'Years 
ago on acoount o.:t: the prevalence of 
modernism in that clwrcth. .Jt is seld'oirn 
that a church calls as' its pastor one whoO 
has' previously .served in that capacity,' 
but this seeJmS' to ibe a case of the old 
wine ,being !better. We wish for our 
brother a !fruitful mini5try. 

... ... ... ... 
, Flint. 

Pas,tor Loren M. Gouglb; recently 
preached a serm'on on, "Seventh Day 
Adventism Under the X-Riay of ,scrip
ture," at ibis, church, the Edwin Avenue 
Ohurch. The announcement of the sub
ject !brought out a large group 0If fol
lowers o;f Mrs. Wibite. We cannot say 
whether they came for light or argu
men1i---1l1"Obaibly the latter. ;Bro. Googh 
is doing a ,good work there. 

... ... ... ... 
Austin Avenue Ohurch recently clOsed 

a three weeks' evangelistic campaign, in 
wlhieh Evangelist lQIyde Ba1dlw:in did th,e 
preaching. Pastor Jas A. Lamb bap
tized ten recently, ,partly the result of 
the campaign, and partly the :retmlt of 
this own pastoral work. , 


