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"~re not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? May I not 
wash ID them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.'-LI Kings 5:12. 

Prayer Before the Sermon 
By Rev. W. Gordon !Brown 

As wehaNe just !been singing with our lips we join in heart 
to petition Thee that Thou· sh'Ou~dst draw .nigh unto every 
'·on.e of us. Weare oonscious, de~ LOM, of Thy presence in 
thlS place, among Thy ,pe'ople, and at this hour ·but we desire 
a deeper, hi-gher, broader, and mOIre intense' realization of 
tha,t Divine Presence which'is !bles.sing itself. DraIW us near, 
o Lord, to Thee at this hour; near:to Thee in INe; very near 
to Thee in dle'a,th; and then in the w,orld :beyond we sha.l!l follow 
th·e 'Lam'b whithersoever He goeth. . 

Give us, 0 LOiI'd, a reailiz·ation and a fresh vi·s.lon of Thy. 
,pOIWer a:s. we see it in DMmre, ·as we Iread' the records of it in 
Thy Word, as we see it in the resurrection of Thy,son, Jesus 
Christ, from the dead. 

Teach us Thy hoJ.iness, 0 'God. How high Thou ar.t! How 
far Thy ways are above ·oo·r Wlay'S, and Thy thoughts above 
our tho·ughts! Show us Thy .giLo.ry. Let 'US. unde;rsta.nd that 
Thou are of 'Purer eyels than 1;0 IbehoLd iniquity. 

.Then, dear S!!viour, reveaI to us Thy tenderness; help us. 
Wl'th full :m~anID'g 00 call Thee '()ur Father. Oom:furt us as 
one 'Whom hIS .mother comiorteth. we pray Thee. 

Reveal Th;vself Ito us, 0 Lord, in OIUr hear,ts and' minds as 
Thou hallot. ,glV-en that full revea:lation in the !gIorious f!ree of 
J,es·1lJS 'ChrIst. Let us .see Him as the mighty 'Christ to Whom 
nature !!nd man and! demon weil'(! subject. Let us see Hilm as 
the 5tamless Gh;rist, Whoo di:d n.o :sin, Who iknew no sin, in 
Whom was n~ .SID. Let us see H~m aJS the· ;tender IOhrist, to 
Whom the chIldlI"en were ,g'ladIy Ibr.ought, in Whom sjnnel's' 
no .matter how degI'laded, found a Friend! when they repented' 
But !loove a~~, 0 sOlVel'ei-gn' ,Lord, reveal ThylSe'l.f to us in th~ 
·graclOUS· SaVIOur. Who. has dTllIWn saJ;vation's ;plan, Wh'O has 
!P'Ilrohased '1!liIlvatron at ,the c·ost of Thine oOlWll blood and Who 
doth ofl'~r j;t freely to all who will ibelieve. He'ar 'illS in this 
hour. GIve us slUch a V'ision 'Of Thyself as 'Will doraw us nearer 
to Thee. . 

Oq-me in salvation .to.-ni'g?t to t~~ .~ai,ting ihearts, waiting 
at the, s·ound O!f Tihy w;ord, In the SIDg;Ing of the hymns. May 
tho.se who do not k\now Thee, find Thee. t~e Rock of .A!ges 
'W1h1ch mone c'an pr·oteet the smd. Come In Thy ll"eSitoring 
~ce to those' who have wandered from the God Wh·o ooo'ght 
them, ,and Whose love they once aelrnowlled.ged. Bring them 

bacik ·to the feJJlOlWShi,p ·of :the Father's house where there is 
plenty, and! where there is j,oy. 

Visit us with comfort, we pray Thee. Many. am'OlI!g us are 
,brolken_ of heart. Minister ,>to them, 0 Lord, as· ThO'll alone 
knowest how to do. Bless the sick and the ·afflicted', many of 
wJrom. are dOUlbtless tisteningat this time, and: joining with 
.us in this prayer. 'Where it be 'l'hy !Will to heal, let them see 
Thee as the Great Physician of .the lbody; bu.t above all, let 
them k'IllOw that Thou .are the Physician :O!f the soul. 

Remember Thy WiOrd wherever it is pr·eached, whether in , 
,the !hum!ble mission, on the street, in the .g!l'.eat cathedral, over 
the air, ,at home, or a'broad'----8nytWhere and everylWhere where 
Christ is li:fited up, let the HOo'ly Sipirit fo]j}.ow it with His own 
glorioooSl power. Hasten the d8iwning of liihe day, \We ask Thee. 
The n.ight is, dark, the night is far spent. ·Come, Lord; come 
s'oon, ·and receive illS unto T.hyselif, for Thy name's sake, Amen. 

Let me at tJhe outset thi·s evening f~nkly avow my pur­
pose:· it is to give you ,the 3!lpha1bet of grace, to make the 
w,ay of salvation as simple as ~t is possi1p'1e for human 
speech to do. I have selected this story as being perh3lPs 
one of the most familiar portions of the Old Testament. 
Ev:erybody who knows anything about the Bible at all 
is familiar with the story of the cleansing of Naaman 
the leper. ' 

Mr. Brown read you the story this evening o·f a man, 
who was "great wi,th his master, and lhonouraJble," a man 
who 'hlad been marvellously used by divine providence 
as an instrument ()If de'l.6veram'ce to the nation to whIch he 
'belonged, a man who was va:lorous -of spirit, captain of the 
hosts, and worthy of higlh honour among the people to 
whom he belonged; but notwithstanding all these advan­
tages, beneath his splendid military uniform there was a 
fretting leprosy which threatened to bring to a premature 
end the career of this illustrious man. 

A ,1itde maid in his own house, waiting upon his ,wife, 
told the story ()If a great prophet of Jehovah wiho was in 
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. Samaria, and expressed the conviction of her childish 
heart that: if on!ly her master could visit the propihet he 
would be healed of hiis leprosy. When .this news came to 
the ear of the king Oof Syria he resolved tOo take advantage 
Oof this suggestion, but, like many anOother, he spoHed the 
simplicity of the :little maid',s .testimony, and sent his 
servant with a -letter of introduction, not to the prophet, 
but to the king; arguing, very probably, that if the prophet 
were a great man, the king must be greater stH!: Wihen 
Naaman came to the kin.g of Israel he interpreted his ap­
proach as 'an effOort: tOo make mischief between -these t,wo 
nations which were, at that time, friendly to each other, 
for, said he, "Am I God, to kiU and to make a.Jive, that 
this man doth send tlJIlto me to recover a man Oof his le­
prosy? wherefore 'consider, I pray you, and see how he 
seeketh a quarre'! againslt me." 

When Elisha heard wha,t had occurred he sent a mes­
senger bidding Naaman come to him. When he came, in­
stead of going out to meet and greet him in recognition O'f 
his rank, of the position he occupied in the qation from 
which he came, El:isha sent a ht1!l1lble messenger to'ihim, 
saying, "Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy 
flesh shall come again·to thee, and thou sha;I.t ·be olean." 

Naaman was ~ngfY at the simplicity of the message, 
and expressed h~s own thought as to what ought to have 
been done. Then he asked this question, "Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers. of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel? May I' nOot waSih. in them, and be clean? 
SOo he turned and went a'W.ay in a rage"-as many people 
have done from this house of prayer. 

I should like you to examine that story, not that I may 
bring to ·you anything new ,this evening, 'but that I may 
stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, and en­
deavQur to emipihasize the great fundamen.tal principles 
w~ioh underlie evangelical fai.th. 

I. 
Let me begin with this question, WHY DID THIS 

MAN NAAMAN NEED TO BE WASHED IN THIS SENSE AT 
ALL? He was a very important man, with many worthy 
achievements tOo his credit-ibut he w~s a'leper. His 
leprosy, as yet, had not impaired his mental vigour: 
it had not incapaci:tated him for distingu~shed service to 
!he nation: 'ill: had not relegated h.im to the side-lines; 
It had not necessitated his resignation from his high 
position. He was still captain of the hosts of the 
King of Syria. Noone could ,blot out the record of 
s~rvice . which he had rendered. Perhaps next to the 
kmg hImself he was regarded as the mosil:' prominent 
~an in al~ Syria. But notwithstanding aU that, beneath 
hl's splendid robes, and ,in spite of his unusual record, 
there was that in his ,body over which he had no power. 
Though h~ had. subdued many enemies without, he was 
po'Werl~ss 111 respect to the enemy within. Though many 
a·cknowledged his authority in lands that were not his own, 
he was nd!: even master of his own fa,te' nor could he 
further direct his own course. He was a l~per ! 

This disease that we call sin·--anelleprosy is frequently 
used in the Scripture as a type of it-is of a very subtle 
nature. It is not always easily diagnosed. J.tcannot be 
di.scerned by any sort of X-ray examination .. It is some­
thing that is ,beyond the skill of human physicians to 
detect. 

I have' known of SOome peopIe being taken HI, and being 
taken away to the hospital fOor examination. They have 
'had consultations of many physoicians, who have said, 

"This disease does not belong to our cl~mate. It is a dis­
ease that belongs to some other part of the worlel. It 
eludes us; it baffles us. We cannot readily identify it. It 
is beyond our skill to say what is the matter with the 
111an." 

So is it of .this moral malady, this thing th3!t brings down 
not alone ·the body, but the soul as well, into the pit of cor­
ruption. It is something that requires more than human 
judgment to discern. Only the divine Physician can di­
agnose it, only the divine power can convict a man of his 
sins. 

But -ther.e are many I~ke Naaham,~men who have 
worthy achievements to their credit, men who have 
wrought serviceably in state, or in the business world. or 
in professional ·life. They have made a real contribution, 
at least to the material and physical well-being of men, 
and yet, notwithstanding tha,t ability, sin lurks within. It 
does nOot follow, dear friends, that because a man is a 
sinner he loses his power of intellect. He may beco11le a 
great scholar. He may be a master of men. He may be­
come a nationa,l leader of repute. He may be looked upon 

. as one of the greatest servants of the na,tion. And yet. in 
spite of that, ·it remains written, "AN have sinned, and 
come short: of the glory of Gad." There is no excepthn 
to that universall "aliI." Distinguished a's the man may be, 
he is, in the spiritual sen1se, unless 'he has been divinely 
cleansed, a leper. 

Thi-s man occupied a position of ·great pwminence, He 
stood head and s1houlders. above his fellow;;. He rlid not 
belong to the r~nks of the humbler citizens of Syria. He 
stood perhaps next to the king himself. Notwithstan~ing 
hi·s leprosy, he had climbed the ladder, he had entered mto 
the palaces of kings, he was a_moo of great prominence 
and importance. I know the poor hav.e the gospel. preached­
to them. There are many who find It C'olllparahvely easy 
to 'bear witness to the poor. But there are some who hear 
me this evening who would not come to a chtll'ch where 
the old-fashioned doctrine of sin and salvClltion is preached. 
There may be men of prominence in Toronto--·and I have 
heard of not a few of them-who in the privacy of their '­
own homes Hs'ten .to the message of this pulpit. I con­
gratulate you, my friends, if you have got on in the world. 
Personallv. I like to see men make pr:ogress even in the 
things o(this world. i do not think the religion of Christ 
puts any premium upon indolence or incompetency: it 
requires the best of all of us. I f there are some like 
Naaman' who have wrought useful service to II:heir fellows, 
and who have attained to positions of importance as a 
result thereof, they are to be commended if they have 
wrought legitimately. . . 

But what I am trving to make cleal to YOtt. m" friend, 
is that no elevated Stat~on, no !1l)sition that is al)plauded 
by men, to which is a.ttached some measure of the wod's 
glory; can poss~bly effect a cure of that w:lich is a part 
of your nature, for "that which is born of the flesh is 
flesh," and "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God." That moral leprosy is there. tha.t thing which unfit:; 
men for the servi·ce of ~od, and disquaIifiestihem for 
dwelling in His presence, lis 'common to everyone of us. 

Of course there are degrees in its developmenil:. Y Ott 
rememlber the directione-s that were given in .the bOook of 
Leviticus for the r~cognition of the symptoms of ·Ieprosy. 
Very often i'l: was but a smalll spot which wouid pass the 
observation of ordinary peop~e, M1d thQt could be discerned 
only by the tmined expert, that showed that the man was 
a leper. So there are many people of admirruble personal 
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qualities, like Naaman, whose leprosy does not show with- compe'lled tD acknowledge that beneath aU.th~t wppears to 
put. If I w.ere to speak of drunkenness, and lechery, and men there is in his own cDnsciousness a mDral defect, the 
theft, and blasphemy, many people wDuld recognize these wOl"'king qf a spir,itual malady whkh somehow or another 
as evils. Bu~ ~hey say, "YDU would not 'Charge uS,-men aHenates the mind from God, so that the Bible is unpalat­
'Of respec~3!bl~lty. and prominence, men Docupying an ex- albIe, prayer is undesir3Jble, the place of worship is very 
aIted statIon m lIfe-you would not oharge us with being often objeclliona:ble. Standing weB before men, the man 
gwi'lty 'Of these :things, would you ?" Not by any means! knows ~hat he has no standing whatever Ibefore God. 
~u,t 1:!h~:>u~h there be no outward sign, the .thing that is in· What should we do for such an 'One 3JS this? It wa's fDr 
Itself, m Its very nature, 'Opposed to divine hDliness dwells 
in ~very human heart; and whether the symptpms are suf- this reason that Naaman needed to !be washed, and it is 
ficI~nt1y pronounced for .recDgniuon and accuratft, diag- for this fundamental reas'On that we all need to he washed 
nDSlS, we have the word of the Book for it that it is in in the "FDuntain filled with blood, dramn from Immanuel's 
everyone of us. veins." I have no doubt that N aaman had many friends 

A man may be as Naaman was, a useful public servant; in Syri'a. A man of his position must have had a great 
he mai be, as I fancy Naaman was, an exemplary hus- ar-my of admirers who were ready to -exemplify .the prin~ 
band. He seems to have had an attra:ctive home life. Even oiple that "to him· that ,hath shall be given." 1Ihus they 
the little maid was filled with sYfl?p3Jthy. Who knows but would have ministered ,to his greater honour, and have 
he bad spoken many a kind word .to her? She had talked assisted him to still larger achievenIents, 3Jnd have helped 
with her mistress about the ailment from which her mas- him tD a hi'gher positiDn 'stilL 
ter. suffere~. Oh yes, I have 'seen many a home from But there was a l,ittle mruid in Israel who had more dis­
whl'ch Chnst was excluded, where natural affection dis- cernment than aliI the 'great men 'Of his -land, for she s'aid, 
played ~tseH',to the full, where a man was a good husband "What my master needs is not more meda'1s, not ~reater 
an~ faJther, pas~iDnately dev:oted to his family and to all honour among men, not a hiigher positiDn at court,-wh3Jt 
th~l~ temporal mterests, and yet utterly IMind to hi,s 'Own my master .needs is that he sihould be wa'shed and made 
spmtualstate.· clean." Oh, in this sin-cursed earth, is there no place left 

There may be sonie man WlhD hears me tD-night whose for a purely spiritual Imnistry?' I know we have hard 
children are at home, or out yonder in the garden. He times. I have heard as much as you have of the depres­
watches them with pl'lide; he speaks ,with wppreciation of sion. And so, forsooth, the ehul"'ch 'Of Christ must become 
hi,s wHe and of h~s home life, and imagines ,it tD be a verit- expert in the science of economics and must concern it­
able paradise. Perhaps it is. No harsh words are spoken seH 'W,ith the redist1'libutJion 'Of the bread that penisheth. 
there; no unkindness is ever displayed there. But in spite I have no dbjection to these ministries as useful adjuncts 
of aliI that, this deadly, malignant, p'lague 'i,s at work in and by-<produots of something oOf greater and of va'Sdy 

'heart and conscience; and thDugh the man may be proud more importance, 'but I have no doOulbt in my mind that in 
'Of his W'ife and chlMren, and' finds SDme meausre oOf sat- spite of what economists have to say, in spite of all that 
isfac.tion i~ the PC?sitiDn in life to' whi,ch his industry and this church and th3lt ohuroh says and does, and the en­
perhaps hIS supenor na,tura)l powers have eMbled him to cyclical of the Pope, true and useful as they may be--.in 
attain, notwi!t'hstanding it al~, there is something wi,thin spite of all that, the great desideratum, the great need oOf 
him tha~ has put between !him and h'is Maker a mighty this sinskk wortld i's sometlhing, some power, that wiiU hea:l 
gulf whl'c!h no huma:n power can cross. it of its underlying leprosy. . 

This. man. was a man of reputation. He was "a great .]jf men could Ibe cleansed in heart, "if there ,couId he such 
man WIth hIS master and honourable." It is well when a radical deansit;1g as is 6:ffected by the regeneration of 
people are well spoken of by their neighbDurs. It is well to the Holy Ghost, a transfol'lmation of character, and if I 
have,Dne',s ncig:hlbours 'say, "I have lived beside that man may 'say so, a· transfusion and indwelliing of the Spirit of 
for a Iiong ,time, and I have always found him tD he most God Himself, it would go far toward the readjustment of 
considerate and kind." It is weN that a man 'should have conditions which make life to-day so hard. I venture to 
a good reputation in business, S'O that those 'Wh'O 'Work sound that peculiar nDte, and to say >that the ministry 'Of 
fDr him say, "He is just to those whDm he emp'loys ;,he is the Nttle maid is peculiar-ly 'and uniquely the ministry of 
not among 1f!h?se wlhC?se business deaJlings are open to any· the church. If so be we .have knowledge of a Prophet 
sor.t 'Of SUspIcloOn.; he IS an hoOnour3Jble man, a man of repu- \i\ThD 'Can cleanse the world 'Of leprosy, our lbusiness ,is to 
tatIon among has feUows.· Surely nDthing more can be m3lke Him known, and tD bring the N aamans into such 
demanded of a man than that he shDuld walk as that man relationship to Him as will· cleanse them froOm their 
has walked?" lepr'Osy. That i.s the need of the world. That is the need 

How :bliind we are to the greait truth that we are related of. everr man. and woman, b'Oy and girl, who hears my 
to two w'Orlds, and that the standards which obtain here - "VOIce thIS even mg. AIbove everything else we need, not the 
cannDt possibly govern hereafter, and that tht whkh is bread that perisheth, for though a man 'be wi11tout that 
highly esteemed among men i's very often abominable in impDrta.nt as ,it ,is, if the soul has been regenerated, if h~ 
the sight 'Of God, and that which men 'c3!H honottraJble is the has been cleansed by the blood, he shalll come at Ilast to 
v~r:>:" opposit~ .in the di:vine esteenl! It is only when the the Father's house where there is bread enough and to 

. DIVme PhySilcIan exammes us, when we are brought into spare. 
the 1ilglht of this Word, as it is used Iby the Holy Ghost to 
ShDW us what 'We are, that men learn that in spite" of all 
their good reputations 3JlTIDng men, their standing a:s hoOn­
ouraJble men among those WhD know them best the It!-
prosy dbtains. ' 

vyho is t~ere he~e in this hous~, or. who hears me by 
radlD, who, 1.£ he wIH be honest WIth hImself, will nDt be 

II. 
Let me ask the question, WHY 'DID NAAMAN PREFER 

SOME OTHER REMEDY THAN THE ONE THAT WAS PRE­
SCRIB~D ? He came to Samaria for the specific purpose 
o~ bemg healed. . He was not' among the number who 
dId not knDw theIr need of. healing.. He knew it and 
knmying it, he came to Samaria that he might be healed: 
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I have no doubt that this simple message of mine is 
heard by hundreds and ~housands of people who know 
they are· sinners; they know they need salvation, they 
know they need something done for them, and in them, 
that no human power can accomplish; and yet, like 
N a~man, they refuse to accept the remedy divinely pr~ 
scrilbed, and are always ready 11:0 propose some other 
way of salvation than the way which God Himself has 
ordained. 

Why is it? Why this human perversity? Why :this na­
tive antagonism to everything God proposes? Why ·can 
we not 'come in simple faith? Why come to the Icing of 
Syria and spoH the simpilidty of the message of this little 
girl? What is the spiritual psychology, what is the under­
lying reason for this natural and almost universal oppos~­
tion, even on the part of those Who know they need some­
thing, to the remedy which God Himself prescriibes? 

1£ you could go to India you would find millions of 
people who, while not recognizing sin as sin in the biblical 
sense, stila know that they are suffering from a mora:l 
plague. They labour to improve themselves, and to re­
lieve tlhemselves of their spiritual disease. That is the 
phiIosophy of a:ll pagan religions. They all recognize at 
bottom that there is something wrong with human nature, 
and yet they invariaJbly prescribe for their own ailments, 
and choose their own way, rather than the way of God. 
Why is it? . 

Very simply, look at this story .. The means of.healing 
prescribed b'Jl the prophet took no account whatever of 
Naaman's exalted position. It treated him as though he 
were an ordinary, everyday, 'commonplace, leper. It did 
not recognize the service 'he had rendered to his country. 
It took no account w'hatever of his splendid robes, and of 
his semi-royal posi·tion. The great prophet who was God's 
representative sent an unnamed messenger to him who 
said, "Go and ·wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again to thee, and thou shalt Ibe clean." That 
was all! Naaman r.efused to accept, or to be obedient to 
such a prescription. 

Most peop'le are 'like that. They expect that God will 
be a respecter of persons, !!hat He wJU take ,some account 
of Ijjheir record. I have had men come to me, asking me if 
I ·could assist them to a position. Very often they put their 
hands in their pockets and draw therefrom a package of 
papers, testimonia.1s, stating they worked for a certain firm 
for a number of years and left at their own w~ll qn order 
!o improve ,thmselves. They put that down and say, "That 
IS what I am, and on the ground of what I have aocom­
plished, 1s it possible that you can recommend me to 
somebody?" 

Most people come to the Lord with their pockets full of 
testimonials, as though the Lord would recognize what 
important people they are! Some man says, '~My father 
was an elder in the ,church." Or another, "My fa1lher was 
a min:i'ster of the gospel. I was brought up ,in a godly 
home. Our home was the rendezvous of Ohristian people. 
I have done no wrong. I 'have got on well in business. 
Here i·s my ·card showing where I ,live and 'Where I carry 
on my !business. I am an important mati. Of course not 
everylbody recognizes it, but my wife does! And I have 
a shrewd suspiCion .that I am mysel'f!" As though that 
sort of thing weighed with' God.! Oh, no! The way of 
the gospel i,s this,-

. "N ot~ing in my hands I bring, 
. Simply to Thy cross I cling." 

Leave your recommendations ·behind. God knows more 
3,lbout you than you do yourself anyhow, and that of which 
you are so proud may be w1'1itten down in God's book as 
part of His account against you. The very things which 
you esteem as virtues may be in His holy eyes woos, and 
may be but outward symptoms of the leprosy within. 

Then another thing: this ,,(lay 'which the prophet pre­
scribed made no allowance whatever for N aaman's native 
pride. There are some people who have something of 
which to Ibe proud, from a 'Worldly point of view. As a 
rule, 'however, they are found to Ibe humble men. I have 
travelled a great deal, and I think I have said it to you be­
fore: I have heard such wisdom expressed in the wash­
room of a pullman car as ought to be sufficient to settle 
all the problems of the world! I have sometimes won­
dered why there should not be lI:en .thousand candidates for 
the Presidency of the United States, for :there are plenty 
of men wlho are competent to advise the President of II:he 
United States! They could settle all the economic pro'b­
l~ms I But if you ask them what they 'have done, even for 
themselves, in rriany instances you will find they have been 
distinguished not, like N aaman, :by their successes, but by 
their failures. Yet noil:withstanding ,the ool!Japse of the 
whole structure Whkh their imagnnations have ,construc­
ted, they are still 'as proud' as Lucifer of their alb~lity to 
bring things to pass. 

There is no salvation' for the man who will not humble 
himself. The salvation that is of grace and of grace alone, 
leaves no place for human pride. As long as you pride 
yourself on what you have done, or even on what you 
are, you will be fuB of opposition to the -divine prescr.ip­
tion. 

Naaman objected because the way of healing div·inely 
ordained 'Was not in accord 'with his own preconceived 
notion. Naaman came with his own ideas of how he was 
to lbe healed. "Behold," said he, "I thought." Then he 

'Mew a picture of '\Yhat the prophet wou'ld do. As soon as 
be heard that the captain of the host of the king' of Syria 
ha-d arrived, he 'Would "come ou.t to me, and stand, and 
call on the name of the Lord Ibis God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper." "I thoughil:"! 

Not once, nor yet a score of times, hut hundreds of 
times when I have tried to pqint some man who acknowl­
edged his sinfulness, and confessed some ·desire for salva­
tion, who, like Naaman, came .to -Samaria for healing, 
to the simple way of life revealed in the Bible, he an­
swered, "Oh yes, but then I thought!" Or, "The way I 
look at it is like this" -never mind how you look at it. 
If your thinking can heal you, then heal yourself. If you 
are competent to subdue this fatal, this malignant plague 
that is within you by your own power, then go and do it. 
But if- you have come to the end of your resources, and 
have discovered your impotence in the face of this dread­
ful malady, then cease from your thinking. 

. - Somebody says, "That is the way with you evangelicals" 
--or, Fundamentalists, as we are 'Ca.11ed. "The mind of a 
Fundamentalist .is static; he does not think I The preacher 
of 1lhe old gospel always bids men to accept ·w~thout think­
ing." Not at all. 'What I ask you to do ,is to accept a 
revelation of the divine thought. Let me ask you a ques- . 
tion: Were Jesus Christ Himself, the Son of God, here 
in ,pihysical presence, standing on this platfom1 where I 
am standing, .ready to speak t~ sinful, suffering, dying, 
men, would It not be the height of presumption for 
Brother Brown, for me, or anybody else, to stand up in 
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His presence and say, 1"1. ·will tell you what I think"? 
'\i\fould you not instantly say, "Sir, let us hear the voice 
>of Eternal Wisdom. We do not want to hear· what you 
think" ? 

I say, if Jesus be Go'd-and He is; if the Bible be the 
Word of God-and it is; if the salvation her,e offered be 
.a salvation that is of God-and it is; if this Word be in­
.spired of the Holy Ghost, and if its every word is the 
voice of Eternal Wisdom, is it not a m~n's highest honour 
humbly to bow before God and say, "Let me hav,e Thy 
thoughts instead of mine" ?-"As the heavens are higher 
th~n the earth, so are my ·w.ays higher fuan your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts." Let us learn that man 
is never so wise as when aN his powers of "intelleot are 
exericised in thinking God's thoughts after Him. 

Is not tha.t whaJt: you do when you go to human experts 
'in mail:ters of law? Because you Cllre not ve'i-sed ,i.n law, 
you a~k your I~'w:rer. If you are ill, you go to the doctor, 
and you ask hIS Judgment, because you believe he has a 
wisdom s~Iperior to your own. If you would build a house, 
'you call m an eJOPent al'Chitect. You do not know any-
1lhing about tihe 'Car-rying power of steel and all the rest 
of it. You must have some man who ,has made it a life 
study, to erect that building foOr you. Indeed, if-you even 
go to have 'a suit of dbthes made for you you have to .Jet 
·the tailor make them, Ibecause you oeannot ~ake them your­
.self,--Or, if you did, your wife 'would n'Ot walk down the 
street with }'bu! . 

.Are we not allWa~s submitting ourselves to t·he superior 
WIsdom .of exiperts m ~very department of life? You get 
·on a tr~m, 'and th~ engmeer is the expert. You get on an 
·ocean lmer thail: WIll move out from the dock at midnigJht 
and y?u go to bed and to sleep without a care, becaus~ 
1Jhere IS someone on :the bridge who has a higher wisdom 
~han yours. Surely If we can trust men to be our guides 
In matters of lesser moment, 'we o1;1ght ,to have sense 
enoug;h to put otfhese poor diseased souls of ours into the 
'hands of 1;~e Divine Expert, and say, "Lord, do with us 
as T40u wIlt!" . 

III. 
The crowning difficulty of N aaman was that WHEN 

HIS PRIDE WAS OFFENDED HE BECAME ANGRY. How 
many people there are like that! Somebody told me 
s?me years agp of ~ man going down this right aisle, 
blttlerly an~ry one. mght. H~ went put saying, ,'''1 w'ill 
not be whIpped mto the Kmgdotn of God." People 
are often angry, made angry by. the \i\ford. There are 
two notable instances in ,the New Testament. On the 
day of Pentecost they were pricked in their hearts and 
repented, and were saved. When 'Stephen preached the 
p~ople w.ere. "cut"to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
With their teeth. They stoned him to death. When 
people are cut to the heart, they repent of their soins and 
turn to God, or get angry at the minister. 

It is useless to talk with an angry man. I always say 
"Go aJ\'Vay and cool off, brother. Go and try -to regain you; 
.~omposure. "'Then y.ou have done that, we can·talk." It 
IS about as useless to talk with an angry man as wiJDh a 
drunke~ man,-I believe more useless, because I have 
known of people being saved when drunk. 

Naamari wa's very angry, but he did coo'l off ~t la'st 
as we shall see presently. In his anger he failed to 
.recognize that he reduced the operation of salvation 
.jo the natural plane. I suppose had there been chem-

ists in that day, he would have asked that some expert 
provide him with an analylSis of the constituents of 
the waters of the Jor-dan. He wondered what special 
quali-ties the Jordan' had that would heal a man of 
leprosy when the waters o:{ Albaria and Phal1par could 
nOit. He said in effect, "I resent the implication. Are 
not Abana and Pharipar, rivers of DamascU's, better 
than al!l bhe WIa ters of Israeli?" 
. I have heard· of some Amerkrun tourists visiting 

• London. They went 'out on the Terra'ce of the House 
of Parlirument. Those of you who know London, 
know how it looks over that muddy river called 
Thames. John Rums, the Labour meimlber of Parlia­
ment, was th~ir host. Now of aU the muddy streams 
.in the world there is nothing to comlpare with the 
Thames when the tide is out. When Mr. Burns led 
them out on this terrace beside. the Thames, almost a 
continuation of what is known as The Embankment 
on the other side of the hridge, they looked at it scorn­
fully' and said, "And do you call that ar'iver?" Mr. 
John Burns replied, "No; it is only a stream of liquid 
history." If you measured it by its volume· of water, 
it could not compare with our own magnificent St. Law­
rence, but what significance it' has for those' who know 
the history that has been enacted on its banks! 

Are the ,'\'aters of Ithe Jordan better than those of 
. Abana and Pharpar? No, not a bit! . They are as 
powerles,s to' 'heal a leper as the waters of Abana and 
Pharpar unless God, in His mercy, is plea"sed to use 
them. Naaman, in! his madness, imagrined that this 
healin'g was a natural thing, and that it is to be 
effected 'by water. Many peopi\.e' imagine that still. 
They li'ke to see the minister with his robes and h~s 
official position, having been called into some place 
of distinction, as though he had in himself some 
authority to pronouil1c,e absolution, as though the 
water sprinkled on the forehead of a :baby had any 
virtue, as the minister or priest says, "Wherefore seeing 
that this child now regenerate." . 

I have read.of people lbr.i:nging back a bottle of water 
from the river Jordan to chris,ten the' bCllby. I do nqt 
think it is any better than the Water out of your tap, 
and would, do no good because it j,s not scriptUral. 
S'alvart:ion does not come that way. 

IV. 
H;ow DOES SALVATION COME? How did it come 

to N aaman ? Heat last 7.fJaS wise enough to let a ser­
vant talk to him. There are some people who imagine 
they never can get into heaven unless. they are ushered 
in by an archbishop! An ordinary minister would never 
do! As for· the street-preacher,.or the tract-distribu­
tor, or the woman who comes in to w'ash the clothes, 
or perhaps the servant who waits upon the table­
~he idea that a person like that mighit: have 'a word 
of wisdom 'is utter folly! You had better l,isten t.o the 
Christian in your house. You would be wise to let your 
s'ervants talk with you. If they know the Lord Jesus, they 
probably have more wisdom than your preacher who has 
been spoiled at some theological college. 

Will you suffer us, without offence, to speak to vou? 
"If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he 
saith to thee, "'Tash, ·and be clean?" When it is so simple 
that anyibody can do it, that you do not need a further 
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course in your military college, or to sit at the feet of 
any 6f your teachers, why not do it? AU you need 
to do is to oIbey the divine co~nmand issued by the 
prophet. The water of Jordan will not heal you. 
Neither w.iill the waters of Albana and Phar:par, but 
God 'can. Get dear in your mind the difference be­
tween the instrument and the power behind it, and 
if God chooses Jordan, then obey Him, yield to Him, 
and He will do the rest. 

Thrs great man ca!me to ,his sens'eg. It is very 
prohaJble that in a military campaign after he had heard 
the words of wisdom from his chief-of-staff, if a private 
soldier came to him from the enelmy'scountry, telling 
him how he might win a victory, the general would listen 
to him. Naaman listens to his -servant. He says, "That 
is wisdom; I will go and do it." 

He went to Jordan anid dipiped hi~n'Self seven times. 
The first time he was Siti1l1 a ~eper, and ~he second, 
a'nd on to the ,slixth. He might have said, "InasmU'ch 
as I have d~pped myseLf six m.mes and there is no im­
provement, I s~e no profit in doing it the seventh 
t1me." But he did exa.ctly.a.s he was told, and as he 
etner.O"ed from the 'water ,of Jordan the seventh time, 
behold, "his flesh came again like, unto the fles4 of 
a little child and he wascle'an."-"Whosoever shaH 
call on the n~me of the Lord shall be saved"; '''If we 
confe'ss our sins, he i,s faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness"; 

"Veri'ly, ver~ly, I say unto you, He that heareith my 
word, and believeth on h~m that semt me, hath ever­
lastin'g life, and shaill not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life"; "God so loved 
the world, that he gave 'h~s only begot'ten Son, thart: 
whosoever b~lieveth in him should not perish, ibut have 
everlasting life"; "Th!e word is high thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that i's, the wor:d of faith, 

, whilch w'e preach; that if thou shalt confess wiith thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart 

. that God hath ra:ised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man be1lieveth unto right­
eousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation." 

Will you do as you are told? Will you be like a 
little child, and trust Jesus Christ? He died for you, 
He was buried in your behalf, and when He rose 
from the dead,' you came ,out of prison. That is what 
this ordinance of bapNsm whi,ch )'ou witneSISed to­
night means. That yo'Unlg girl looked to Jesus, and 
she saw in Him herself dying on the croSIS. When 
He was buried, she saw in Him herself bur.ied; and 
when He rose again, she saw ,in Him, the risen Chrislt, 
herself comin1g out of prison with all delbts' paid. 

'W'iN you come? Will you tr.uS't Him whoUy? And 
the wOl'd of God that cannot lie for it, "Thou shalt /be 
saved." 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST AND RELATED EVENTS 
A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. SHIELDS. 

Seventeenth in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines of Grace 

Delivered 10 Jarvis Street Bapltist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, May 21st, 1931. 

Les'son Read: Matthew 24: 29-51; Acts 1: 6-12. 

We have been engaged for a number o.f weeks­
·in fact, it must now be a number of months-in a 
study of the great doctrines of grace. We c'ome now 
to think a little of the doctrine of last things, the 
.coming of our L0rd Jesus and 1he events related 
thereto. 

1. 

It is surely unnecessary for me -to spend much time 
this evening insisting on the fact that THE LORD IS 

,COMING AGAIN, although only this 'week I received a 
letter from one who is apparently an intelligent Chris­
tian, asking me if I really believ,ed tha:t Christ was to 
,come again in Iperson, if we are to understand the 
promise of His se'cond a'dvent literany, as a pr:omise 
of His personal return. She went on to tell me how 
her minister had explained that these things had al­
ready taken pla-ce. Thus it m'ay 'be necessary to spend 
a few minutes in refreshing our memories on 1hat 
point. 

There is an analogy between, fhe first and second 
adv,ents. If our Lord's coming in the first ins,tance 
was a, literal, personl;ll, advent to this planet, there 
.can be no doulht whatever as to the .fulfilment of the 

promise -of His second coming. He 'will come again 
in person. 

He Himself promised that He would co:me. I am 
aware that He said to His disociples, "'I will not leave 
you alone; I will come .to you. I ,will not leave you 
orphans." There is a sense in which some of His 
promises in respect to His coming to abide with His 
people were fulfilled with the coming of the Holy 
Spirit; for it is true that we do not serve an absent 
Christ. Chris.t is f'Ormed in us the hope' of glory. 
He has come in the person of the Holy Ghost to' 
stand 'by us, to abide ,vith us; and in His Great Com­
mission He said, "Lo, I 'am with you alwaY, even 
unto the end of the age." There is a sense, It'here­
fore, in which the Lord Jesus is with us now. ·He is 
with us in the person of tp.e Holy Ghost. But He 
has promised ,that He will come again, and His second 
advent is to 'be like the first. He is not to send a 
deputy, bu.t He will come Himself. 

'T'here are many s'criptur:es which tell us that His 
coming 'will be visible. "Behold, he cometh with 
clouds, and every eye' shall see him" and they also 
which piellced him: :and all kindr,eds of the earth 
shall wail ;because of him." In tlhe passage we have 
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read from the fir.st chapter of Acts we are told that 
He 'will come "in like manner" as He was seen to go. 
I thin'k we may assume, then, in ,this place, that it is 
unnecessary ,to argue 'that point. ' 

But I believe that our Lord's coming will not only 
be visiMe: i,t will be audi'ble. I have repeatedly told 
you !that I find myself compeUed to dissent from the 
positi'on ,vlhioch ·would' imply that Christ is to come 
for His s'aints and with His saints. I believe there 
lurks in ,that doctrine a .grievous error. I do not think, 
it is a fundamental of ·the faith, and I have always 
said to you that I shall not quarrel with you on that 
issue; but I think it isa matter of. historic truth that 

-in all !the history of doctrine you will find no sugges­
tion anywhere of three comings ·of Christ,-of His 
having come once, and is yet to 'come .for His saints 
and with His sailits. . 

That ·doctrine was first set forth by Edward Irving, 
the founder of the Irvingites, or of the Catholic Apos­
tolHc Church as it is usually called. Mr. Irving did 
not propound .that view as having any saiptural war­
rant .C!-t all: he gave it. forth as a special revelat~on 
communicated to him. On that ground I have nothmg 
to .say except that I do not believe in special revel~­
tions. ' But if it is to be def.ended on thalt 'ground, It 

. must be defended on ,~hat ground alone. I ani posi­
tive it cann:ot be defended from Scripture.' 

Let me remind you at that point that it is very ·.easy 
for us to read inlto the Bible our own preconceptions. 
In the course of my ministry I have met hun­
dr.eds and hundreds of people :who were Preslbyterians, 
or Methodists, or Anglicans, or some other denomina­
tion who weredevoll't Christians, who loved the Lord, 
and' who believed the Bible to be the word of God, 
who yet believed that the sprinkling of 'babies 'was 
scripturall baptism. \Vhy did they believe it? Be­
cause they had not read their Bibles? No! Because 
whenever they ca:me to- a r:eference to the ordinance 
of baptism in Scripture, instead of reading out of the 
Scriptures what the Scriptures teach, they r·e·ad into' 
the Scripttures what they have been taught, and so 
pass it over and take for granted that it ~s true. 

It is an amusing thing how few people .carefullY 
.observe !What they read. If you want to test it, when 
you go home tonight ,glance at the evening paper­
or, if it suits you better, look at a morning paper­
then find somebody who has read the same paper and 
ask him if' he has read a certain item in that paper. 
J.£ he savs, "Yes," enquire 'what it said. In nine cases 
out of ten such an one will get it upside down or 
inside out, or out of proportion somehow. Sometimes 
p.eople read the paper and they do not know whether 
a certain thing happened in Vancouver or 'Halifax­
and It;hey think it makes no difference, even though 
they are thr·ee tJlousand miles apart! 

Some of you people use a boo'k-1nark in your Bible. 
You would not need a book-mark if what you read 
~ntered into you and became a part of mind -and 
heart. You would meditate upon that pas'sage all day, 
and [ook forward to the time when you could 1"esume 

.. reading. But that is how some people read their 
Bible-especially if it is a Scofield' Bible, and whaf 
they find there is the end of all argument. From 
absolute i'gnorance of the Bible to oracular certainty, 
to a position where a person knows all there is to 

know upon a cel'tain thing, so that they know it be­
yond all contradiction, all that is necessary is a Sco­
field Bib\.e and three months! A person who knows -
nothing may become an authori'ty in three months­
not knowing that they are dealing 'with subjects that 
require ~ lifetime of stu'dy, and even then that they 
are readmg the word of the I nfin,ite, and that i't ought 
to be approa,ched with humility of spirit. What I 
warn you against is that superficial study of the Word 
Ithat r~su1:ts in a dogmatism that is obnoxious to the 
last degree. . . 

Somebody wrote me last week albout a certain sub­
ject, saying, "The Greek says so-and-so." Greek! The 
'persoon who wrote that letter would not know a letter 
of the Gree'k alphabet if she saw it. In the first place 
sh~ cannot write Enrglish. . 

The. famous Pastor' Russell undertook to set 
all. the expositors of Scripture of the world right, 
telling people what the Greek said, and what. the 
He'brew said, ,about certain things. Brought to task 
in Hamilton a f.ew years ago, and being on. the. wit­
ness-stand under oath--'he had ·sued somebody for 
libel--'the }awyer han~ed him a Greek Testament and 
said, "Will you. please find such-and-suC'h a passage?" 
Pastor Rus'sell turned· the pages without avail. "Find 
it,'-' said the lawyer, "if the Greek says it." He could 
not. The 'lawyer found it and said, "Will you read' 
that, please?" He could not read it. Then the law­
yer said, "Read one word," and he compelled him to 
admit, great exegetist as he-was, -th~t he did not know 
one letter of the Greek alphalbet from another. 

Then the lawyer handed him a Hebrew Bible and 
s'aid, ";Read me a portion of that." When asked how 
he presumed to set ·everybody. right in a matter of that 
sort, he admitted he was dependent. upon Young's 
Analy,tical Concordance-whi'ch you can !buy for a few 
dollars down-town. . 

Do not misunderstand me. A person wlho does not 
know much English may know this· Bibl·e·; 'being di­
vinely taught of the Spirit of God, he may knolW more 
a!bout its sa'cred secrets than the greatest Greek or 
He'br:ew scholar in the world. I am not insiSlting upon 
intelleotual .scholarshi,p merely, but I say the'se sub­
j-ects are v,astiy bigger than some people suppose. 
The more we delve into them the more cautious we 
are about being positive about-these prophetic matters 
'that relate to the f1.!,ture.-

I say, as I study the Bible that is my view. The 
- coming of Ohrist wherever it is referred to is· a 

visible coming. He. will not comre secretly:. "Every 
eye shall see him"; "All kind reds . of the earth shall 
wail because of him"; "As the lightning cometh out of 
.the east, and ·shinet1~ evep. unto the west; sc shall 
also tihe 'coming of the Son of man be." The coming 
of Christ is the "glorious app,earing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ". . His coming, then, is 
manifest and audilble. The great rapture passage it­
self says, "The Lord himself shall des·cend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voi·ce of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain s'haH be 
caught up togetiher with them in the clouds, to. meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord." . 



8 (68) THE GOSPEL 'WITNESS June 18, 1931 

.1 'believe the second personal' coming of Christ is 
indispensable to ,the completion of our .redemption. 
He came once to die for us: He will "appear the s·econd 
time 'Without ,sin (without a sin offering) unto salva­
.tion." Al His coming the whole sdheme of redemp­
tion 'Will be completed. Let us rejoke 'in this promise. 

I pause ItO say that I think ·the teaching of Scriip­
ture is v·ery spedfic on this point, that no one can 
possibly Ik<now when the Lord 'shall come. I know 
there are many devout people who, in spite of the' 
'plain statements of Scripture, try to wr·est that secret 
from (iod, and estimate when the Lord shall come. 
Let us learn to hold this ,doctrine in relation to all 
the .other truths of Scripture, in its proper place, and 
aVOId that l'opsidedness and fanaticism that leads so 
many !people ~o go off at a tangelllt. . 

I think I ·ha ve told you of a dear friend, a man 
whom I greatly love in the Lord, the author of ,the 
book, "Jesus is Coming", Dr. Blackstone. He must 
'he nearly ninety years old now. I saw him a couple 
of years ago when he was eighty-seven or ei'ghity-e<i'ght. 
Dr. Bla·ckstone is Chairman of a certain cQmmitte·e to 
whom were entrusted more tlhan ,a million dollars to 

. be expended in gospel work.' Brother Blackstone· 
thinks he knows when Christ is ·coming. He has set 
the date several times, but it did· not work out: He 
did not 'come, and Dr. Blackstone had to go back to 
his reckoning. He hlas it fixed now f.or 1934' - it 
cannot possibly be later than 1934! 

Dr. Blac'kstone. not only kn()lWls when the Lord will 
come, Ibut where! He has allowed hi,s mind to dwell 
upon this, and to speculate about it, until I fear in his 
later years he has made the doctrine of the Second 
Advent-an a,bsurdity. He believes when the'Lord shall 
come great persecution shall develop, and that the 
Jews particularly shall ·suffer. He has sperut thousan<J.s 
of dollars in .having Bibles printed in Yiddish, that 
ar:e packed in weatherproof ca'ses, and those cases are 
at this hour stored in the rocky r·ecesses of the pre­
historic rock-hewn city OIf Petra. Dr. Blackstone is 
sure that in the great persecution which will fall upon 
the Jews in the Great Tribulation, they will all run for 
refuge to Petra, and he has thousands of copies of the 
Bible in Yiddish in these weatherproof c·ontainers 
stored away marked, "For Use of the. Jews in the 
Great Tribulation." 

Can fanaticism go fanther than that? I think the 
devil loves to turn people off the track. It is so 
important that we hold these doctrines in relation to 
each other, and get the comfort and joy from them 
.tha·t the i:ord designed Ithey should bring to us, with­
Qut allowmg ourselves to be led into such eXtrava-
gances a's that. . 

I give you this bit of advice; I care not if ·he pro­
fess to be as wisJe as. ten Solomons, whem'!ver you 
hear any man, anywher:e, so-called Bible teacher or 
what-not, presume to tell you when Jesus Christ will 
come, have done with him. I would not waste five 
minut~s listeninig to any man who will go right in 
the teeth o[ Scripture ·and profess to knolW what our 
Lord said watS withheM from the knowledge of the 
anlgels. Mor:e than that, as though to Wlarn us away 

. from ,~ha~ folly, He said there was one thing that was 
put :wlthm the Father's own autho.rity, that even the 
Son had, so to speak, closed His mind againlSt one 

thing,. namely, when He shall come again. There are 
some people who are wiser than the angels,-=--and all that 
in the name of Christian orthodoxy, :turning people 
aside from the great matters concerning which the 
Book was written to make us wise! 

II. 
WHAT WILL BE SOME OF THE ACCOMPANIMENTS OF THE 

LORD'S COMING? There are some people who are thor­
oughly ver,sed in ;the progratmrrre of the millennium. I 
confess I am not. I believe the Scriptures teach that 
there will come a time when ri.ghteousness shall univer­
sally prevail upon· ~his earth, when the "kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." 
This world is some day going to be a beautiful place in 
which to live. Even now we sometimes sing of the earth 
as a place-

"Where every prospect pleases, 
An9- only man is vile." 

But some day rioghteousness will universally prevail. 
The dream of a golden age is more than the baseless 

fabric ·of a vision. There will be a golden a'ge. I 
believe that. But I cannot see that .the Scriptures 
tea1dh that that golden age will precede the coming 
of Christ. Those who believe in the pers'onal return 
of the Lord, and in a reign of righte'Ousness on the 
eartib, . are sometimes olassified as post or pre-miUen­
nialists. Those who believe the Lord will c'Ome' after 
the miHennium, and that the millennium will be 
brought about 'by' some other means than by His per­
sonal return, and before His return, are des·crilbed as 
post-millennialists. Those who believe in the pre­
millennial coming of Chris,t, that Christ shall come first 
and the millennium after are called ,pre-milliennialists. 
I confes'S myself a .pre-millenniaHst. I can see, from 
the teaching 'of Scriptu're, no hope whatever of the 
cleansing of this eart'h, and the establiShment of dght­
eo us ness, this side of the coming of Christ. 

Let us be careful there. Ther·e are some of our 
poS'~-millennialisrt fr:iends who believe iln the Bible just 
as truly as we do. They believe in the pelrsonal re­
turn of the Lord as certainly as we do, but they 
believe ~h:at the millennium may Ibe' brought about 
through the preaoching of the gospel. I have hea.rd it 
said sometiJmes, "Is i:t not impossible thrut the 'kingdom 
should be set up in the ·absenlce 'Of the King?" As a 
matter of fact, 1!he kingdom is set up now. I am not 
a futurist in the sense that the k~ngdom of God is 
something thrut is literally to be esta!blished. "The 
kingdom of God· is within you." "Gmce reigns 
throUlgh' rigih teousness." Jesus Christ already sits 
upon a t'hrone. 1!'e is even now King. But I do 
dlffec between a kmgdom that 'is spiritual and that is 
la~ely invi~ible, rund the .mani~estation of the kingd'Om 
WIth the Kmg yv~en Jest,Is H1mself shall come again. 
But remember, If It ·were m the plan of ,God, surely this 
whole eartlh could be converted by means of the 
preaching of 1!he &"o~pel. If God willed it so, not only 
thousands, but mllhons, could be converted in a day. 

If we helieve that the world was created by the 
word of God, we must surely beliieve that it could be 
re-created if it 'Were God's will. It is not what God 
cou'ld do we are con!ce-rned about, for with Him all 
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things are possible; but it is what God has said He publish his leltter. I!l1 his reply he said he would like 
will do. The question is, What is His ,plan? to ,amplify it a little if it was to "be pulblished. He 

Surely it is petiectly ,dear thal1: When the Lord Him- prepared ,thi.s brief a:rtirc:le on the Grea.t Tribulation, 
s~H shall return to th~ earth He will not return to an and suggested ithat he would prefer it to !be pubIished 
ea~th where righteoUisness prevails. There are two without his' n'ame, in order that people might read 

. periods mentioned in the Scrript~re when .sin. had and Sltudy ·it for the value of the truth itself without 
reached such a climax that God mtervened 1'0 Judg- any influerutial name attached to it. .. . 
ment. One w'as in tlhe days of Noah, when man had -This scholar takes tlhe 'Position that while there is 
corropte.d his way upoo the earth, and' was so vile, some re'ason :tlo believe that that period of suffering 
that God said, "The end of all flesh is come before des,cr~bed as the Great Trilbulation will be ·intensified 
me." And He visited the earth with judgment. The towdrd Ithe end of .the ~e, he sees no reason why the 
ot!her case is that of Sodom and Gom1orrah and the Great Tdbulation should iI100lt Ibe unde'rstood as ex­
ot'her -oi'tjoes .of the 'plain. You remember the story of tending o'ver the whole Christian era, worldwide and 
how God HimseHca.me dOlWn to conduct a personal gmdual'ly intensifyin'g toward the end. 
investigation, and then rained fire and brims,tone from Cel'ltain'ly some' such conditions will obtain when the 
heaven and blotted out. those cities. Lord shall come. He will come upon a world that 

Our Lord said that. when He shall come tp.e second greatly needs Him, for this dispensation will close 
. . I 'witfu His coming, and evil will re'ach its climax when time He will find the earth in a conlchttOn ana ogous A . 1 . 

to the daY'S of N oa'h. He . said that people :v:-rill be it is headed up in fhe pers'On of the nbc m'5t. 
doitliO' the same things when He shall come 3lgam that III. 
they""were doing wh~n the flood ca~e and took theJm Now ;hen Jesus Christ shall come, WHAT WILL 
all away. And 'certamly the flood dl'd'nro~ Ibreak ~pon FOLLOW HIS COMING? What will it mean? The Scrip­
a world that was enjoying' any SOfit of reIgn of nght- ture is perfectly clear that the resurrection of the just 
eousness. He saoid thart it wou'ld be as it was in the shall take place at His coming: "Our citizenship ("our 
days of Sodom when He shall come again. He also conversation", our version has it,-"our manner of life") 
a:sks, "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith is in heaVien"-that is where we belong. We are citizens 
on the earth?" \.:1 '. of the spiritual Kingdom-"from whence also we look 

If you read the twenty-f,ou.rth cha.pter C?f Matthew f.or the Saviour, .the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
you will find that He predl-cts there WIll be false change our vile 'body (the body olf our humiliation), 
protphe'ts. El'Iror will be everywhere, and "'because 1!hat it may be fashioned like untoQ his glorious body, 
iniqu1ity shaH abound, the love of many shall wax according to the wOl'lking whereby he is able even ito 
cold." Then if you oome to those 'grea!t passages in subdue all things unto himself." That is one of the 
Thessalonians, you will ·find it is there predicted that things ,that will a.ccompany the Lord's return. 
bef.ore Christ ·comes there will. be a falling alWay,. a 'Go !baok to the rapture passage: "For the Lo.rd 
universll.l apOlstarcy that will finrd its cHmax in the himself shall descend from 'heaven with a shout, with 
revelrution of the man of siln wlho "sivteth in the the voice .of the arch3.ongell, and with :the trump of· 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." When God: 'arn'd 1!he dead in Christ shall rise fi1rst." There 
ev·il has thus gathered itse'lf up in that 'Colossal perr- wi'H be a first resurrection, .and at ,the 'Coming of Christ 
sotralirty, and the whole world is subject to the' reirgn those who, sleep in 'Christ shall rise first; f'then we 
of AI1II:ichrist, upon that condition of life the Son of which are 'alive and remain shall be caught up together 
man will break in His glory. Thus these things will with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
come to pass befof1e the Lord comes, and that day shall and so shaH we ever be Wli·1:'h the Lord." 
not oome except there be a falling away. Let me point out to you tihat redemptioQn is not· 

There are many 'Who see in the pres,ent condition comple/ted unttil it applies to our tbod~es. Some of our 
indic3ltions, as they think, that we are in the last days frientds ta~k mtlrch ·about divine healling-and I be1~eve 
-and I suppose 'We are in the laslt days.. But then, in it. I believe the Lord presell"ves us itn heallth, land 
when you think abou't rt:hat, do not forget t'hat th·is is I ibe"lieve when silckness overtakes us, somet~mes with­
the Wlord of One to Whom a thousand years are as a out means 3.ot all, He may restore us toO health. SoQme­
day. When Peter stood up on the day of p.entecost 't'imes it may please Him ,to use moons; Ibut, whether 
and s,aid; "This ·is that which was spoken," he quoted with or without means, He is "the Lord our healer". 
this scripture: "And it shaH come to pass in .the last But even our friends who daim ,miraculous healin'g, 
days, Staid God, I will pour out of my Spirit' upon I find, do not remain for ever well; and some of them 
all flesh." That term, '''the last days", obviously refers, need to be healed 'as oft'en as there is a 'divine-h~'aling 
not to the few y'e'ars which belong to the culmination campaign heM in the city. They get healled over and 
of things at the end of the dispensation, but to th!is whole over agalin. It does not look to me as though it 
dispensation of grace. \Ve are in the last days. We have were specially the Lord's work. But I want 11:0 he 
been in the last days since Pentecost; and the prophecies so we'll some Itime t'hat I shall never be sick any more. 
relating to the last days !begin to be fulfilled a.t Pentecost. The difficultv is, we still have these mortal and cor-

There is an artide in The Gospel Witness this ruptible bodies: Sin is inseparable from the body. Man 
week, wri't'ten by one of the most distinguished is a trinity, spirit, soul, and body; but what one does the 
S/C'holars on this Continent. I am sorry he asked me. other does. We said to a man one day, who was very 
to pulb.1isih iII: without his name. He wrote' me a letter ill. "How are you?" He said, "I am too well." "What 
respecting a sermon. he had read in The Gospel do you mean ?". I asked. f'I fear," said he, "this old 
Witness, expressing his entire agreement. with the ta:bernacle has too much v.itality, and that my agony will 
poSiition taken. I wwte him an~ asked if I might be prolonged.'" We need new bodies. 

f', . , 
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I heard Df a minister Dnce whO' met a certa'in WDman 
of his cDngregatiDn, and ·said, "I have nDt 'seen YDur 
husband at cht1"r.cth recently." "NO', s~r," said she, "he 
has not been there." "What is the matter with him?" 
-he i1magined that he had been. disaffected dOlC'trin­
ally, and named Dver all the "isms" he knew. He 
wanted to' knDw if the man had fallen a vilCtim to' th~s 
"ism" Dr that "ism". "It is worse than that," said his wife. 
"It is? What'dD YDU mean?" "It is rheumatism." 

These bDdies are nDt whOllly exempt. "We that 
are in thes'e taJbernac1e dO' grDan." But we shall nDt 

, a1<ways dO' SO', fDr at the 'coming Df the Lord Jesus 
Chri:st we shall be given ne,w.bDdies. I dO' nDt know 
what they wil'l be like. I suppDse we shall be better 
IDDking ,than we are InDw! And certainly we shall be 
mDre ,ch'aIii,talbly disposed toward each Dther. W'e' 
shan !be mDr,e disRDsed to' regard .other people as being 
pass,able, rut least, than we are tDday. I hope I shall 
nDt be like I am nDW. DO' YDU want to' be just like 
YDurself? CDme now, dO' YDU? W'hy dO' you let the 
photographer tDudh ,up that ·negm.tive, 'and make YDU 

be~ter lDDking than YDU really are? Why nDt have a 
l'ifelike photDgraph and be dDne with it? yy. e all need 
i~!pr.ovement, dO' we nDt? 

Here is the wDnderf.ul truth Df Scripture that when 
Jesus ChriSit shalll come we shall have Ib-odies that will 
'be "fashiDned like unlj;D hils 'gloriDus bDdy"-nDt like 
YDurs, or mine, Dr sDmebody else's, ,but like His. We 
shalll 'be like Him. There will !be a real res'elIIllblance 
to' Jesus Christ. We shall !be dDne with all our a-ches 
and lPains when we have 'Dur resurrectiDn bDdies. 
Ther,e will be an end to' all the limitatiDns tlhat now 
surround and hrumper us. 

I am ratlher ,glad that we dO' nDt knDw tDD' mUlch 
aJbDut that. 111: is one of the things that we can IDok 
fDrward to'. We shall discDver when we have thDse 
new bodies, new viewpDints. I 'was caUing upDn one' 
Df Dur memlbers the Dther day, and she tDld me that 
her mDther insiSited !tihat we ShDUiLd nDt need wings 
SDDn, but would be able to' fly withDUt an aeroplane, 
and Ibe able to' talk to' the wDrld withDUt a radio set. 
We must learn to talk, if that is the case, fDr that 
wDuild 'inflidt ~ r.eal injuSitice upon peDple if we all 
had broadcastin.g power. I believe there is' nO' harm illl 
dream'i11lg of that IgIDr:i'DUS resurrectiDn day when we 
get our nelw bDdies. ' 

The coming of the Lord 'will mea.n ,"est and reward 
to all His saints: "It is a righteDus -thing with GDd 
to' r.ecompense tribulatiDn to' them that trDuble YDU 
and to' yD~ whO' are trDubled rest with us"-When? 
When the LDrd Jesus shall CDme secretly? NO' !­
"When rt:he LDrd Jesus shall be revea.'led from heaven 
with his mi,ghty angels, in flami'ng ,fir,e." That is when 
we shaN have rest, when He CDmes dDwn the skies. 
"There remaineth therefDre a rest to' the people o'f 
God." And that rest 'will be enjDyed when Jesus shall 
CDme again. " 

There willI !be rewards fDr His peO'ple. That is cer­
tain. I dO' nO't think we -give en DllIgh attentiDn to' 
that; because we are SO' zealDus fDr the trulth th'at 
salva'tiO'n is Df grace, and Df gralce alDne, we fDrget 
sometilmes that Dver and abDve the gift Df life there 
w.ill be rewards fDr the faithful. • It is like a little 
bDY wlhDse father says, "If YDU dO' well in the next 

examinati'Dn at SChDDl. I will give YDU a watch." The 
bDY is his father's SDn. He has not to' wDrk fDr thaJt. 
His rellatiDnship to' his f'ather is determined by the 
fact that he is ,bDrn intO' the family. He is tlhere. He 
can never be anybody else's SDn. But, being a SDn, 
his father says, "If you behave YDurl'ieLf, and are 
faithful, I will reward yDU fDr yDur faithfulness." That 
is the 'teaching Df Scripture. 

YDU rememlber Pau:1 sa:id, "As a wise ma'Siterbuilder, 
I have Iaid the fooundatiDn, and anDther 'buildelt!h 
thereon. But 'let every man take heed hDW he build­
eth thereupDn. FDr Dther 'foundatiDn can nO' man lay 
than that is laid, 'which is J eSlus Ohris·t:" That is the 
FDUndaltion, t:hat is our hDpe 6f eternal Life; but- Dn 
that fDUndatiDn we are to' build a superstructure. Alnd 
Paul !iays, "Let every man take heed hDW he bui:1deth 
thereupon ... if any Ibuild upgn this t,Q;undatiDn gold, 
silver, preciDus stDnes, WDDd, hay stubble; every man's 
wDrk shallibe made manifest: fDr the day shaH declare 
it, because iot shaH be revealed by ,fire; and the fire 
shill try ev~ry man's work of wha:t sDrt it is,. If any 
m!an's wOlIik a!bide which he hath built thereupDn, he 
shalQ receive 'a reward. l'f any man's wDrk shall he 
burned, he shall suffer looss: but he himself shaH be 
saved; yet SO' as by fire." 
, Paul said he was li~i:ng fDr thiat day, that he cared 
litt'le fDr whalt peDple said Df him now, hut that he 
was living for a -better day. A friend Df mine said 
thalt he thDUght certain scriptures shDuld be brDught 
up-tD-date. Speaking Df a certain preacher he said, 
"I think he is building WDDd, hay, and newspapers!" 
It was just a: falcetiDus rema:rk, but it is pDssible for 
peDple to' be impDrtan't in the pUibilioC eY'e, and appear 
to' be successful, when they have merely reared a struc­
ture Df WDDd, hay, and stulbble. The gold, silver, and 
preciDus s'tones, are likely to' be less manifest, smaller 
in hulk, and nDt SO' readily recognized; ibut when the 
fire comes we shall all be tested, and the genuineness 
Df Dur wDrk shaH appear. Are YDU nDt glad it is 
cDmling? 

Then, remember, it is a time of judgment for those 
who still live at His coming, fDr He CDmes to' "take 
velllgeance Dn them thrut knDw nDt GDd, and that Dhey 
nDt the gospel Df Dur LDrd J es,u,s Christ." His cDming 
will marlk the destructiDn of Antichrist: "WhDm the 
LDrd shall ,conS'lllme with the spirit Df his mDuth, and 
shall destrDY wit!h the brightness Df hits coming." So 
that An'tiochrist must be revealed befDre He comes, 
fDr he will be destrDyed with the brightness, the 
epiphany, Df His parDusli'a. DO' not speak a'bout a 
differelnce between thDse wDrds. They are three as-
pects Df the same thing. ' , 

Then afterward comes the millennium. ~ knDw little 
albDut it, and wi'lil leave rt:he eXlplanatiDn Ii:D my wiser 
friends. In the 'twentieth Df RevelatiDn there are 
three Dr fDur ver.se::; which tell UlS that the devil is 
gDing to' Ibe chained. The devil is nDt ,in hell nDW: 
he wa:Iks alboUit "as 'a rDaril.1lg liDn, seekinJg whDm he 
may devDur." YDU may stay away froom church next 
Sunday mDrning, hut he will be here. When, the sons . 
of GDd 'CDme tDgetiher he is a!~ways amDng them. He 
gDes albDut tempting peO'pl'e. He i,s not in the heaven­
lies nDW Dnly: he is present in the lives of men and 
WDmen on eavth, gDing abDut seeking whDm he may 
deVDur. 

I 
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I t is not hard for me to believe illl the existence of a 
re~d dev,iI. I could nOit explain many things if the 
Bible were not clear on that point, that ther.e is a 
real· personality trying to destroy tlhe so·ns of men. 
But the Bible te'lls of a day when He willi be cast into 
the IbolH-amI-ess pit. May I 'be there_to see it! . \¥ ould 
you not like -to see him in the bottomless poirt:? A 
fviend of mi,ne said ,he w'ou:ld love to Ibe P'astor of a 
Bap1:~st chul10h when there ·was no devil. I· shaH not 
be dogmatiC albout it, but I believe there are many 
pass,alges in ~he Old Testament that have not been 
fuBitled. "1~he whole cre~tion groaneth ~l1Id travaileth 
in pain together until now .... waiting for the adop­
tion, to w,it, the ·redemption of our body," I believe 
,that smile day we shall have a garden wi/thout a weed. 
I believe we shall have fruit-trees w.ithotllt a· worm. 
The curse wi,\,! be removed from the earth, as it will be 
from us· "in :the regeneration", whenever that is;. when 
the Son of m'an _ sh,'.L11 sit upon His throne in glory 
we also sham set upon thrones. This old earth is 
going to the regenerated some day: "InSl1:ea.d of the 

,thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of· the 
'brier shall come up the myrtle tre'e: and it shaH be to 
the-Lord for a name, for an everhvSltinlg sign that shaN 
not be 'cut off." The ,lion shall eat straw like an ox; 
the very na'ture of the beasts of prey shall be changed. 

I am glad to ,believe that human na:ture witl !he 
changed too, the same as the natu.re of the beasts about 
us, Righieo'\1sone'ss shall everywhere dbitain. I ·frankly 
say that I do not know why the devil shou1d ever 
be let loose again, !but lie is to be. God knows why. 
Thien the final summing up of all things will take 
place. The last two chapters of Revelation tell of a 
time when alll Slhadows ""ill pas's away, when there 
shall be no more tears, no more sorrow, and no deail:h. 
There will be no night there.. There wiU Ibe no sun 
nor stars nor moon there. There may 'be, but they 
will not Qe necesSiary, because the Lamlb is all the 
glory in Immanuell's land. There is a great future 
before UIS. Every,thing is bright,-the pt:0spect of 
some day living and reigning with Christ, sharing 
His glorious victory. 
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LACK OF INFORMATION. 
Although "knOjWlledge has inereas'ed" 

and "education" has become a snare to 
many, and the god of tho1se who, parrot­
like l"e.peat what they 'have learned from 
others w,ho' have become, slaves Oof a.n idea, 
001' theory, unproven and ,unrel'iab~e, it is 
still ,a f,act ·tha,t ,o'rdinary "co.mmoon sense," 
is 'at a ,p'reomiulm andl shOould Ibe rour.ted un­
ceasin.gly, for j.t is not the product of 
schoo!ls, 'of coUeges, \but is God given 
rea'SonaMeness, the outward sy;m,boI of a 
sOound ,mind' and the eSISence of "Oorder­
liness and ca'l"ef,ulnes,s"; the albility to 
cons'ider a matter in ;the li:ght of experi­
ence and dijreCltion as found in the Book 
of ,boOoks. 

In spite of OUIl' ,pr,ivileg.es in ChrIst 
Je,sus, our iheri!tage, and the counsel we 
halVe from Him, it is, ,sa-d to. s'ee ihOlW many 
mistakes are made by Goo's children, and 
Satan is the, .tenliPo,rar:y' vi'ctor, hecause it 
would seem .that many are ready to. Ibe­
lieve the worst. 'They are ready to j'1lIlIIlP 
to c'oillelusions', foaJ,ow inIti,wtive, paSis 
judlgment and come to 'quick decisioIlis 
with only meagTe inio.rm.a.tioon. Ho.wof,ten 
there, aip'pears tOo be a tendency o.n the 
part of ,~ome to set themselves UIP as 
criteria in,matters .of ,procedtllre, and wi.th 
a bOoastful "I, I, I," tallk ahout their ddrec­
tion, thei:r leading, ,their fet!!'lings, Itheir 
judgrn,ent, their ll;piritualiity, their di'scern­
ment, wihen they 'have often refused to 
weigh the matters', or ,oIbtain fuID. infOor-
mation. . 

Since the ,so-called ,Comven.tion .of the 
F.J3.Y.iP.A. in WOOods.toclk, 'a feIW weeks 
ago, how many ha.ve said', "Had I knoiW1l," 
"Had' I had all ,the' info:mnation, I would 
have alCted differently." 

A letter 'rece,ived in the office tOold of ,a 
decisIon ,mad!e by a church soone time agOo, 
in whi-Clh they p,led neWiS,p.a.ne'l" re,ports as 
their source of info'rmati,on. Imagine 

I 
making a decision of the gre'atelS,t im- something radic.a.lly, Wl'IOong wIth the ma­
portance withou.t aN ;the indiorma.tion; jority of 'Oour ohurehes in the -BOorder 
trusting to ,gar,bled, ofttime prejudiced Cities. 
newslPa.per repOorts' for imoirmation ibear­
ing u.pon the wOork :which the Lord has en­
trusted tOo our fellow,shilp of churehes­
dea>ending uiPon newspap~ repOort~ and 
rumors, ra,the'r than seekmg full Imor­
ma.tion! Truly just ordinary "coonmon 
sense" ~s ,as rare ao jewel as eo.ns,istency. 

* * - * 
MILITANT MINISTERS 

Irf it is not neces'SBil'Y to wage a fierce 
and steady 'battle against the lP'Ower of 
dIRrkness, then a militant minrstry is not 
necessary and tho'se :who are fearles'sly 
warning sinners of theiir 'pem1- a,nd en­
deavo'ring to. ",by all means save sOome" 
are wasting ;their ener,gy and &triving as 
"'one that Ibeateth the air." We 'are, how­
ever, p'ersuaded tha.t IT LS NECESSARY 
to. -wa,ge war. The day is drawing well to 
a close and Satan i's blind'ing the eyes Oof 
p'eo,ple to their need of a Saviour, 'a Sa­
viour whOo is very, God and very Man, a 
Saviour whose jljIOooo eloeanseth from all 
sin. We p'l"aise God roil' fearless, militant 
minisiters, IWIho Wlnl in the Name o.f Ithe 
Lord 'al'o.use ;the 'sIIUmbering, self-satisfied 
chul'C'h and Ibring them Ito. a saving knOowll­
edge, of the LOord J esU'S Christ. 

The Rev. WiHiam Fra'S,er is s,tar,tling 
Wdndsor. That city, like Imany ,o.thers, is 
anahomination with its wOordly «,hurch 
membe±ls and its eihurohes withOout a Hv­
ing me'ssage. Fl'OIIn a pamphlet issrued' iby 
Mr. F1raser, _we quote, the f'Ol1owing-

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE 
CHURCHES IN THE BORDER 

CITIES? 
No :honest {l,r intelli'ge'nt :person, n'o 

ma.tter how ch3ritable they may clai,m 
to be,can deny the fact that there is 

The Present Depression 
has unlC!:oUlbtedlY' been Ib'l'~ought upon us 
as a judlg.ment from Almig.hty Goo chief­
ly because rnf ibhe sins of the !p'l"e'!liChers 
and Ithe churehe's in turnin'g peOlPJe .a.way 
frollll God and the ,Bible ,by the accursed' 
teaching 'and ipreBIChing ()!f tModernis.m as 
a ,substitute for the Dad T,ime Faith, and 
the 'cons,eque.nt 1018s of s!piritmilcl ip'Clower, 
tOogether with ,the paralyzing and da.mn­
ing oorse of worldHnes.s' which is, swe'ep­
ing throug.h our churche's like a pl.!lIgue. 

Pray ~or Mr. F'l"aser as he Ia.bors dOone 
in the midst of many who na:rne the 
na.me ,of Chris,t and are afar from Him. 
Wihen in Windsor visil!; the A'lllIbassadoir 
Baptist Ohurch, 207· Ourry ANe. Souls 
are ,saved there. 

• • • 
COURTLAND. 

The fifty-sixth aonniversary service of 
the GO'Ilrtland' Ea.prtist Chtllrch 'Was c'ele­
brat'ed! on 'Sund'ay, Ju.ne 7th, and Mon-, 
diay, June 8th. Three services 'Were held 
on the Lo!l'd.!s dlay when Rev. W. E. 
A,tkins{ln ailld Pas,to,r Leander Roblin 
as'sisted Rev. R. D. Guthrie. The after­
noon ,session ga.ve o()'PPOortunity f,OT a 'ballk 
on :the F'Oorei.gn Mission work and! Mr. 
Atkinwn gave an iIlustrated lantern 
taIlk. 

On ,Monday evening, the chure'h 'Was 
ha'p"py to have Rev. James McGinlay of 
Central Re'gular ,Ba.prtistOh'll'lch, Lom~· 
don, Ontario.' 

A fu,Her re.port wUI doubtless' be re­
ceived fl'OIIn Mor. Gurthrie a little later. 
The Lord, ,haSi ,greatly hles's,eeL his serva.nt 
at Oourtla,nd: and the 'Work g,oes on, to 
HIll own glory and honor. 
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Lesson 27 

The manner of the celebration is· of 
interesJt, "SeveD! days thou shalt eat un­
lea.vened bread," ·is ;the Lord's command. 
"And in the seventh day shall 'be a feast 
to the Lord," (v. 6). In a previou:s 
lesson we have noted ,the ty:pical signifi-

July 5th, 1931. cance of 'le·aven 8>S applying to that 
Third Quarter. which is evil, and the spiritual implica­

tion here is the putting away of that 
WHAT GOD REQUIRED. which is evil, (v. 7), in order to obey 

Exodu:s, chapter 13. an observance of the .Lord. There must 
be real separation unto God ()li the part 

Golden Text: "And Moses said unto the of all those who worship Him. He 
people, Remember this day, in which eXipeCts holiness of oharacter, (Heb. 
ye came out from Egypt, out· of 14:.14), and makes ·it possible for us' to 
the house of bondage; for by give obedience, (Rom. 3':22). The 
strength of hand the Lord brought month Abib, the ttme ·of the exodus from 
you out from this place: there shall Egy.pt, (v. 4), was the time of green 
no leavened bread be eaten." (1~':3). ears and the best time for traveI into 

I. THE FIRSTBORN SANCTIFIED, the deseTt. Note ilihe fact of this· 
(vs. 1, 2). ordinance, its nature, and its purpose·; 

"Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, also the Ohristian ordinance of the 
whatsoever opene1Vh the womb among Lord's Supper which was instituted at 
the children of iIsrael, bo.th of man and the time of the passover feast, ('Ma.tt. 
of beast: it is mine." To sanctify means 26:,17-30), and 'Commemorates the act of 
to set apart unto tihe LO!rd,. and is a oUJ." great deliverance in the death of our 
recognition of the claim of God upon Lord. 
that which is SiaD'cttfied. The Lord had IU. THE FIRSTLINGS OF ANIMALS 
redeemed the firSlllborn of Istrael when SET APART UNTO THE LORD, 
He jud'ged Egypt, and, therefore, they . (vs. 111-116). 
were His'; and this command was right As m the case ?f the firstborn ~0Ill:g 
and reasona.ble. It would no doubt he men, the Lord claJ:med every first1mg as 
responded to out of ·a sense of gratitude His. The. fir.Sltborn among men and! un­
at the marvellous deliverance effected clean anunals had to be redeemed, and 
and the fillSllJborn would be accepted a~ the firstborn of clean arulDlll.ls were de­
the Lord's. It reminds us of ,the clatm voted t.o God, and off·ered on the altar 
()f God upon 'the redeemed ones of the un.to Hlm, (NoUIm. 18:1~18). In bh~ ~ase 
pres'ent day. Their Redeemer has done of men ·a!ldJ l;UlC'I~an' 8.1lilma.J:s· the prmcllPle 
a great work on their behalf: they are o~ ~UbS~ltu.tlO~ IS recognIzed, the lam~ 
expected to glorify the On'e Who has- gl\T~ng ltse!f m the place of another, 
done so mueh for them, (il Cor. 6:.19, 20). w:~mh l"emmds us of out: grea.t Sub­
Note some of the iInlPlica:tions of ack- stitute, the Lord Jesus GhrIst, the Lamb 
nowled'geme.nlt of God's claim affecting: of God,. (John 1:29, 36; Rev. 5:6), Who 
the members of the body, the gifts, ma- gave HImself for us tha·t we l!llght be 
terial, intellectual and spiritual, .the dis- re~eemed from the po:wer of sm. A~d 
po sal of one's time, the sacrifice of one's bemg redeemed .by HIm we a~e HIS. 
comforts, and tihe making of one's plans. Note the nature of our red7mptlon, the 
In every srpihere of life the saint is pu!pose,. consequences, prm'Clple, and 
affected. Explanation should. be made p.nce .pal~ !or the ~me·. Our redemp­
of the nature of 'God'S' claim, the neces- tlOn IS ~lvme, almighty, eternal, c?m­
sity of recognizing it, and the blessing ,plete, SUited to every need and accessIble 
a,.tta'Ched to such recognition. to all. . 
II. THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE IV. T~l2~Y:URNEY OF ISRAEL. (vs. 

DAY OF DELIVERANCE, (vs. T.he direct path to Palestine lay 
3",,10). ' through Philisti-a, ,but to. go that way 

"And Moses said ut1to the people, Re-- IIlfeant fighting of a serious< nature iWith a 
member this day, in whioh ye came out strong foe, and the IS!raelites on emerg­
from Egypt, out ()f the house of bond- ing from Egypt were not prepared for 
age; for by strength of hand the Lord such a conflict. They would probably 
brought you ou:t from this· place: there have 'become discouraged if serious op­
shall no leavened bread ·be eaten. ·This position had 'been met at the 'beginning 
day came y;e out in the m'ontih Albilb," of their journey. They required the 

. (,"s. 3, 4). The diaY' of their de1iver- desert ,training to fit them for the 
ance was D'ot to be forgotten !by the arduous duties attached to national 
Israelites, nor the source' of that deliver: existence. 'God knew the be·st way to 
aIllce; and strict instru.cti!ons are given take, and led His people in it. Such a 
c()D'cerning the manner of the celebration. way seemed roundahout, and it was the 
Man is provel'lbially of S'horrt memory in longest, but it was the one most suited 
relation to his benefactors, and requires to -the peo.ple. It is true ·to state that 
to be continually reminded of his in- God always chooses the way f·or His' 
debtedness and o'bliglllltion thereto. Pwr- people; sometimes it seems hard and 
ticularly is this the case in relation to long, ibut it is chosen with our condition 
God. The Lord has' done much for all and needs in mind. He knows the way, 
men, and our duty is to live henceforth and .understands us, and is steadily lead­
fur Him, (2 ,Cor. 5:115). The Christian ing us toward the ultimate goal. Ex­
has experienced a rea.l deliverance from planation may ·be made of ·the tender 
the ·bondage of sin, and his heart should consideration of God for His people, and 
rejoice and give pr.aise to the One ~o of His pity for them, (Ps. 103:13, 14), 
has done such a wondrous work on hiS also of Hi-s Omniscience, His wisdom, 
behalf. His loving 'purpose, of the duty of fuU 
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surrender and ()bedience unto Him, and 
of the blessing now and !hereafter of 
such a submissive a·ttitude. 

The orderlinesso.f God is seen in the 
way in which His people left Egypt, (v. 
18). They went up ·by five in a ;rank. 
They did not come out as a mob; each 
particular ·tribe was in its place" and 
each family in each tribe. A BiIllall com­
pany in order to make satisfactory pro­
gress must be iPr,operly org.a.nJzed. Much 
more is this the case in relation to a 
large company. God is not the author 
of confusion, (1 Cor. 14:313), and desires 
His people of the twentieth century to 
be orderly in their journey ooiWard the 
Promised Land. They are expected .to 
be orderly in private life, living holy and 
just ,before God. (Eph. 1:4), and collec­
tively as me·mibers of .the church they 
are required to 'be in submission to the 
order govern,ing: the same. These are 
days when many of the Lord's people 
are manifesting a JawlelSs attitude to­
ward God's order in the church: tihey 
refuse -to do their duty, they rebel 
against the considered decisions of the 
church, and they decline to wbide 'by the 
word of God. Disaster is the outcome 
of sueh conduct, and many are 'called to 
suffer in consequence. Wholehearted 
conformity to the order of God brings 
blessing, (Epih. 4:.1J1-'16; Heb. 1'3:7, 17, 
24). Note the need for order, private' and 
pu:blic, the pUl1POse of it, and its bene­
ficial nature, also the evil consequences 
of disorder. 

"And Moses took ·the bones of Joseph 
with him." J,osE!(p'h died in faith bell.iev­
ing that God would fulfil His promise, 
and lead His' people out of Egypt, (·Gen. 
50:2.4, 25), and God is always faithful 
to His word, (,1 Thess. 5:24), and never 
fails His· own. His ·promis·es at times 
may seem impossible of fulfilment, but 
no difficulty is ,too grea·t ·for Him to 
overcome, and He is· able and willing. 
Emphasis m&iY be placed upon the neces­
sIty and iblessedness of trusting God 
even in the darkest days, remembering 
that all things are possible to those who 
believe, ('Mark·9:23,). 

Continuing their journey the Israelites 
left ISuccoth and "encamped in Etham 
in the edge of the wilderness. And the 
Lord went before them Iby day in a pillar 
of a cloud, to lead ;them the way; and 
by night in a piHar of fire, to give them 
light; to go hy day and night: He took 
not away the pillar of tJbe cloud by day, 
nor the pillar of fire 'by night, from be­
:tiore the !people," (<VB. 20-22). God not 
only ch.ose ,the way for ·the people, but 
went with them on the journey and led 
them each step of the way, giving both 
guidance and light. The pillar of cloud 
was the symbol of His presence, and in 
a:ccordance with its movements the chil­
dren of Israel moved or rested, (Num. 
14:9, 17). It is a fit type of the Holy 
Spirit Who came on the day of Pentecost 
to be with the ,Church, (Acts 2:1-4), and 
Who is in all th,ill/g,s' the LeadeT of the 
church, (Acts 2:4; 4:3'1; 6:'3'; 13":2, 4; 
15: 28). :Explanation may .be made of 
His personality, His pur.pose, and His 
work, and our duty and privilege .to be 
poss·essed by Him and to obey Him, 
(E\ph. 5:18). The gr.eat need. of ilihe 
church these days is S'piritual power, and 
He is the source of that, (A:cts ,1:8). 


