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THE WORD OF COD TO SCOTLAND

By the Rev. John McConnachie, M.A.

(The following. article is taken from The British Weekly of April 30th. The British Weekly has long been kind
toward Modernism and Modernists. It has never wholly lacked a quiet note of Evangelicalism, but for many years now
its evangelical testimony has been reserved and half-apologetic, while it would appear that by its main emphasis it
has sought to occupy a mediating position between Modernism and Evangelicalism. Its sympathy manifestly leaned
toward Modernism. To apply the saying of Karl Barth quoted in the following article, The British Weekly has for
some years “squinted with one eye on God and with the other on some human necessities or lofty goals.”

' The publication of the following article on its front page is an indication that the fruits of Medernism are no -

With the advancing weeks there is a growing doubt
in Scotland whether thé¢ Forward Movement which
is being organised among us is on right lines. In
Committee and Presbytery the question
asked, “What is this Forward Movement?”’ The:lit-
erature issued so far has dealt in generalities and has
not gripped. ‘It has said much about the tasks and
opportunities of the Church, but little of the Church’s
inward sores and needs. I :

1.

- There is a strange absence of any sense that the
Church is in a crisis—an hour of judgment. Her
authority is challenged, and by many repudiated. Her
deliverances on such- questions as Sunday observance
or gambling are taken as so much stage thunder or
professionalism. The crowds pass her doors. They
do not hear the Word 6f God from her, but only some
poor human words. -Yet the people "are not alto-

gether careless. They are certainly not happy. They
" may not have any religious questions, but the ques-
tion of questions, the question of their own sinful
existence, presses upon them. They live and know
that they must die. They live in strain and contra-
diction and dispeace. The quest after a Word of God
is again appearing, and not among religious people
only, but in profane thought. The doctrine of rela-
tivity has drawn its last consequences, and yet the
feeling persists that behind the visible world there
is. an invisible Being. Has He a Word in answer to
the question of man’s existence, or is He for ever
silent? We see the people turning aside from their
fs_]-pi(;ivtualism, and occultism, and theosophy, unsatis-

ed. = :

is being.

longer sweet to the taste of some of its devotees.—Ed. “G.W.”)

IL

" The only answer to this question is a Word of God,
a Word out'of the Homeland to the Prodigal Son..
Why cannot the Church give to the people the one
answer which they need, this Word of God?,

- Because we preachers are also in the crisis. We
do not have this Word ourselves. The world is sick
because it has no Church which knows what the world
does not know, and which stands over it with the
Eternal Word of Another on its lips. And the Church
is sick because we preachers are sick. The spirit- of
our time, its empiricism, criticism, psychologism, rela-
tivism, rationalism; has deéply infected us and under-
mined our sense of absolute values, so that we can
no longer speak with authority of a Word of God.
Many of us have succumbed to modernism. We have
capitulated to the, spirit of our time. We cower
before the modern mind and struggle to come to teritis
with it in our thought and language. We know that
the modern mind does not like sitcch words as sin, re-
pentance, fear of God, wrath of God, humility, or eéven
justification by faith; and we avoid them, or provide *
pale substitutes. We know that the modern mind
does not like the “offence of the .Cross”, and we*
smooth off its jagged edges. We are aware that the
modern mind does not take to the idea of a particular

. historical revelation and a unique Incarnation, and

we flatter men by telling them they are all sons of
God. In'place of the somewhat exacting doctrine of
the Cross we preach a mild and comforting idealism,
mixing a little mysticism with morality, or a little
morality with mysticism. We pick and choose from
the Bible, “decoding,” as Dr. Fosdick has taught us-
to do, the eterndl meaning from the temporal setting,
constructing our own code key, of course, and impos-
ing our miodernist meaning on the Word of God.
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The Bible does not judge us, we judge the Bible.
Much of our preaching is Pelagian or semi-Pelagian.
In Reformation days, when the Word of God was
listened to, the preacher’s message might be summed
up thus: “Christ has done everything for you. To
Him alone be the glory.” Much if not most of the
preaching today might be summed up in the sentence,
“Christ has done something for you. It is up to you
to do the rest.”- Man is no longer a lost sinner whom
Christ has saved. He is a very good feliow who with
the help of God and of the preacher can be distinctly
" improved. The Kingdom of God is no longer what
it was to our fathers, a Kingdom of God, which is to
come to us, and which has come nigh in Christ: it is
something which we are to create, and build, and spread
at home and abroad by our human efforts, and share
in the glory ourselves. Every man his own saviour!
The world at last to save itself! Not a word in which
the world is inclined to show much interest!

IIL.

This is the preacher’s crisis here in Scotland. We
are all deep in it, even those of us who may have not
an inkling that we are in the crisis. We do our work
as faithfully as we can. We knock our sermons to-
gether week by week with more or less skill in joinery.
But we do not—at least the most of us—feel that we
have a Word of God to deliver which has taken hold
of us like an armed man,’a verbum alienum, the Word

of Another, and a -greater than .ourselves, Whose

thoughts are not our ’choughts, Whose ways are not
our ways.

The  Word of God ior Scotland today, therefore, if
it is to be tle Word of any Forward or Godward
Movenient, must-be a Word of Repentance. It must
evér be so0, for the Church as a Church of Sinners,
a Church of the Mercy of God, lives by repentance.
I do not mean a narrow, itritrospective, hair-shirt re-
pentance, but. a metarioic—a change of mind, a move-
ment of the Spirit td think things through agam to
thm'k more deeply, to' think in, God.

It must give us preachers a fresh view of ourselves

nqt as' prophets or as priests, - but "as ministri 'verln——,

servants of the- Word.. ; We must shied our self-im-
portance. For we have’ noth'mg of our own to give,
we cahnot hope by any: Zeal or cleverness of our own
“tobring men nearer to 'God. * All our zeal for reviving
the Church or ehgmeermg a Forward Movemerit is
worthless in itself. - 'God ‘only ¢an make His Word
effective, and, He will do it when we let His- Word
‘be His Word and- do not want to make it our own:
" We must die to live. - We must take upon our lips
again ‘the old words of the Reformers—sin, repent-
ance, justification by faith. The starting point of the
Reformatlon was the collapse of all ecclesiastical se-
curity face to face with the reality of sin. How a
sinful man. can find a gracious God. And from there
all Re-formation of the Chirch, all forward moving
must start again. The Reformation is not completed.

Through repentance also must we gain-a fresh view
of the Church. “We have had a great Union, we are
a-great Church, with great tasks; let us have a For-
ward Movement” is theé motivé at the back of this
present Movement in Scotland. It is not a defect
‘in a Church to seek to make ‘itself.visible, and let its
Word be heard, so long as it is a Word of God. But
it has its dangers. If there is any earth-born desire

in this Movement to glorify the Church as a thing
in itself, to have it recognized as an earthly or na-
tional magr_ntude it will most surely fail. The Church
of Christ by its very nature is a Church under the
Cross, the Church of a 'Crucified Christ. It can have
no human importance, no human goals. It cannot
claim worth, or influence, material or spiritual power
in itself or for itself, but only in view of the service of
Christ.- The Church, like the Christian, must die to
live. It must be nothing in order to be great. It has
no authority save that of -Christ. “The Church can-
not squint,” says Karl Barth, “with one eye on God
and w1th the other on some human necessities or lofty

goals.”
Iv.

The Word of God for Scotland must be, secondly,
a Word of Obedience. No note needs to be so firmly
struck in the Church today as the note of obedience,
that as God has saved us He thas established a claim
upon us. His Word is a Word of Authority, and it
demands obedience. We have been so frightened to
offend, so concerned for the liberty of the Christian
man, that we have left out one-half of the teaching
of the reformers. Justification implies sanctification,
the obedience of sanctification. “A (Christian man is
the free lord of all and subject to none,” said Luther.
But-he followed this up by saying, “A ‘Christian man
is the most dutiful servant of all and subJect to every
one.,” We have understood and put into practice
the first half; we have still to understand and put into
practice the second half. That is the uncompleted
part of the Reformation which the Church of today
must carry ouf. God claims our obedience as Creator,
in the ordinances of nature in which we have been
born, as sons and daughters, fathers and .mothers,
masters and servants. Thére is a wide field here for
the exercise of a Christian obedience which would con-
stitute.a true Forward Movement in Scotland, where
obedience and discipline are rapidly becommg un-
known words. God claims our obedlence, also, as
Reconciler. He has justified us as sinners,.and He
claims us as His possession. The claim is laid on
us in our baptism and covers our whole Christian life.
A Christian does not exist except as he finds himself
in relations that demand obedience. He is always
for another; never for himself. Yet the Christian life
is not a task and the Church’s life is not and, _ought
not to be a task but a demonstratlon to. the pralse
and glory of God.

V.

The Word of God for Scotland must be, further,
a Word of Hope, the Word of a coming God—a God
Who is always coming..

In the literature of our Forward Movement we hear
much of “the greatness of the Church’s task”; but
we catch no note of a coming ‘God, no -sense -that
the Church is ever standmg on the brink, not of death,
but of life. The note of Hope is strangely absent. If
we are to have a true Forward Movement—that is, a
Movement in which God comes forward to meet us—
we must hear less of the Church’s “tasks”—the Church
of Christ is not a jaded Sisyphus, working out its
own salvation—and more of the magnalic Dei—the
wonderful works of God. More living in the _promises ;
more “looking for and hasting unto the coming of the
day of God.”
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WAS YOUR GRANDFATHER AN APE?
A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. Shields.
Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, May 24th, 1931
Broadcast from Station CKGW, 690 k.c. 434.8 metres.
Short Wave: WEIGW, 6,095 k:c. 49.22 metres.

. ' . (Stenographically Reported.)

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shmed in our hearts, to give
the light of - the knowledge of the glory of God in rl:he face of Jesus Christ.””—II Corin. 4

Readers of the daily newspapers have been reading
much ‘during the past week about the doctrine of
Evolution, and particularly "of the theory of man’s

‘blood relationship to the anthropoid ape.

"I am aware that the subject of Evolution is very
often treated facetiously, and is not infrequently made
the subject of light and sometimes vulgar jest. I have
no mind whatever to approach the subject in that
spirit, or with that mental attitude. It must be ad-
mitted that the evolutionary hypothesis readily lends
itself, because of some of its prominent features, to
amusing caricatures; but I am aware that ridicule is
not argument, and ~that analogy is not proof. It is a
matter of serious importance to the Christian believer,
and it ought therefore to be approached seriously and

" ‘with a reverent spirit.

I know, too, that this is’a subject which ' requires

'expert knowledge in order to treat. it -fairly and ade-

quately. It"is sometimes assumed that the- subJe(.t
of Evolution properly belongs to the realm of science,
and yét I think its alleged evidences might more accu-
rately ‘be relegated to the category of philosophical
speculation. But for the sake of drgumént, let us ad-
mit the validity of the evolutionist’s credentials as a

“scientist”; let us acknowledge his vast erudition, and
bow very humbly in the presence of such colossal wis-'
dom. Call him a man of science, if you will—what

then? Iam myself afraid of the non-scientific religion- .

ist and of ‘the 1rre11g10us scientist. ‘It is seldom one
finds a man who is thoroughly equipped in these two
departments of knowledge, which must, in this in-
stance, be related to each other. )

Make no mistake, I am not a sc1entlst I lay. no
claim to having any exact scientific knowledge—at
least, to having acquired any from my own personal
investigation. Such knowledge of science as I have
been able to obtain eomes to me second-hand, and is
not the result of my own personal investigation. In
other words, it is but hearsay evidence at the best.

I have often disagreed with many of my evangelical
frlends in their attempt to reconcile science and reli-
gion. I have in mind a distinguished Fundamentalist
who lectures much on the subjeet. of Evolution, and
not infrequently, in the course of his leetures, he pours
contempt upon scienece in general as bemg science
falsely so-called—or, at least, insofar as it relates to
the subject of Evolution. Followmg such an address
he may probably speak on the scientific accuracy of
the Scriptures. I have once or twice pleasantly taken

h1m to task.- I have said in effect to him, “Were I a
lawyer, and had two cases to try in the same court on
the same day, if I had planned to call one witness in
both cases, and if, in the first case, the witness were
pro{/ed to be utterly unreliable, and under cross exam-
ination his testimony had entlrely broken down, I
should not think of puttmg him in the witness-box
in my second case. If science be as unreliable as you
say it is, why be at pains to try to make science and
the Bible agree?—for if you succeed in so doing, if
there be analogies—and doubtless there aie,—in the
measure in which science approximates the truth there
is likely to be some analogy to the truth revealed in
this Book, (I say that in order not to prejudge the case
for the mnoment)—lf you prove that science and the
‘Bible are in agreement you are likely to prove too
much, for you would prove oné of two things: either
the ﬂnahtv of science or the fallibility of the Bible.”

I say to hy friends who are thus engaged, If to-day
you prove that the Bible is ih agreement with science,
and science should change her position to-morrow,
then what about your analogy? It.is folly to try to
reconcile the two.” Truth never contradicts itself, and
if the Bible is true—all who know-this church’s testi-
mony know that I believe in the absolute accuracy -of
the Scripture,—therefore I say since the. Bible is tfue,
all that is therein declared will be. found to be in
agreement with.the established truth in’ all other
realms; hence, in the measure in which sciente approx1—
mates the truth it will be in agreement with the Bible.
In the measure in which it fails to apprehend the tristh,
it will most certainly be at variance with the ti‘uth
herein revealed.

But let us take our evolutlonary friend at hls owh
valuation, as a man of “science”, as a man who knows
whereof he speaks. “Very well; but he must not ex-
clude me from the court of enquxry in this matter on
the ground that I am not a scientist. I would beg re-
spectfully’ to remind him of the Jury principle long
established in courts of law. There are men who are
trained in the laws of evidence who come before the
court with an endeavour to elicit the facts of the case.
The judge is there to apply the principle of law in re-
spect to the case at issue. But there are twelve men
from varied walks of life who have no technical train-
ing in the law. Some’of them may never havebeen in
a law-court before, and the judge is very particular
to explain to them that they have nothing whatever to
do with the law: their function is'to pronounce upon
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the facts of the case. The evidence is put before them,
and, being twelve good men and true, of ordinary,
average, intelligence, they are to weigh the evidence
and find a verdict in accordance with the facts as
they have understood and identified the facts.

Thus, when my evolutionary friends, the anthropolo-
gists, and zoologists, and botanists, and geologists,
and biologists, and whatnot, have faithfully explored
the particular realm of their investigation, and have
submitted the evidence for my judgment, I am a jury-

man, and am just as competent to, pronounce upon the °

facts of the case as they are—that is, to judge whether
their allegations be established as facts or not. With-
out being a laboratory expert, without knowing in the
technical sense these related sciences, I can at least
deal with the evidence which they, after all their inves-
tigation, submit; and form my judgment.

I do not pose as-an expert—I am not. I do not pre-

‘sume to examine into the technicalities of the case at

all, but I propose very briefly, first of all, to bring these
things into the light of revealed truth. My purpose is
a religious one, and I shall give more thought to an

_ exposition of revealed religion than to an examina-
tion of the alleged findings of these men of science.

. . o I. .

I submit, first, some considerations which lead this
Juryman, having been .asked to pronounce upon the ques-
tion whether the ape theory of man’s ancesiry has been
proved to be an established fact, to render a verdict in
the conventional phrase, “Not guilty.”

Let mé lay down two or three very simple princi-
It is.argued that the principle of Evolution is a
universal law. I know of no one who contends that
it belongs exclusively to the realm of anthropology,
that it operates in human life only. That would be a
contradiction in terms.. If Evolution be true at all,
then it is a law . which applies universally, it operates
everywhere. It is offered as a hypothesis which pro-
mises the most satisfactory explanatlon of the uni-

.vérse, not of some little part of it, but of all of it.

I submit that if that proposition be true, then it
must be admitted, until wehave a single case of spon-

taneous generation, of life produced from something
that was not living, the living produced by the non- -

living—until we have one single case of spontaneous
generation, then the principle as a universal law must
break down. But no such cdse has ever been estab-
lished. Nor is there any man of science anywhere in
the world who would argue that any such case has
gep established. All life.proceeds from antecedent

e.

I know there have been some guesses at it. I remem-
ber two or three years ago, Sir Arthur Keith, the
then President of. the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, in.his presidential address,
predicted that the time might come when life could
be chemically produced. Many of their investigations
remind one of the attempts of certain people to pro-
‘duce some kind of. mechanism that will perpetually
operate, by..a power within .itself. I have, in the
course of my ministry, met a number of perpetual mo-
tion experts! They have built the machine, and they
are perfectly sure they are on the track of that long-
sought principle. They have only to add another wheel

— but somehow they never get the thing going.

Thus, in their investigation, scientists have brought
forward many theories that seem to promise results—
but the desired result is never attained.

Sir William Bateson was not an evangelical. He
repudiated the doctrine of direct creation, and
spoke of those who subscribe to it as being “obscuran-
tists.” He spoke as a man of science who was
concerned with the facts of the case. If you read Bate-
son you will see the wisdom of the great Spurgeon
who said something to' this effect, — I quote from
memozry—,-“I never argue with men of science, for we
pass sets of scientific hypotheses as quickly as we
pass telegraph poles on the road. I never argue with
these men: I merely hand them over to their fellow-
craftsmen; for each generation of scientists is chiefly
engaged in telling their contemporaries what fools
their predecessors were. When they have finished
tearing each other to pieces I say, Gentlemen, you
have not been half so kind to each other as I should
have éndeavoured to be”!

Sir William Bateson, once President of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, while a
guest of the American Association for the Advance-

_ment of Science, spoke to this effect, that no single

instance of the transmutation of species had yet béen
demonstrated, and that until it had been it would have
to be admxtted that Evolution must be held as a hypo-
thesis purely, and not as a demonstrated fact. He
went so far as to say that they held it question-
ingly ; remarking, however, for his own protéction
that they yielded nothing to the obscurantists, and
still believed, that, though unproved, the evolutionary
hypothesis was the most satisfactory explanation of
the universe.

But here is a quotation from Bateson:

“After the blind complacency of conventional  evolu-
tionists it is refreshing to meet so frank an acknoi-
ledgment of the hardness of the problem.  Lotsy’s
utterance will at least do something to expose the arti-
ficialily of systematic zoology and botany. The
problem still stands outside the realm 01f scientific ..
investigation, and when we hear that the spontaneous
formation of formaldehyde is a possible "first step in
_the origin of life we think of Harry Lauder in the
character of. a Glasgow school boy pulling ‘out his
treasures from his pocket—‘That’s a washer for makkin’
motor cars.’”

Once more: until one single instance .of the trans-
mutation of species is established, to allude to Bate-
son again, the Evolutionist, if he is wise, will hold
his theory as a theory only. Surely it remains an
indisputable fact that after all their efforts to estab-
lish their theories, that which Dr. Stockley read this
evening is true to all observation and experience, that
things bring forth “after their kind”. There is no
possibility of producing a new species. There is vari-
ation within the species, but God apparently has
erected a barrier, and the offspring of two species .is
always destitute of powers of reproduction. My
friend, Dr. Dixon, used to say—facetiously of course,
and yet in accord with the facts of the case—that
your old mule stands across the pathway of the Evolu-
tionist and kicks his theory into a million pieces!

There is no evidence in the world about us of the
transmutation of species. All the scientists in the
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world have failed to produce a single item of evidence
to prove that there is any law of evolution now in
operation. Of course, the thing is said to be so slow
that it cannot be measured over so short a time as
comes within tlhie range of human observation!

Again Professor Bateson ,speaks on that matter,
and declares: .

“Knowledge o'.f heredity has so reacted on our con-
ceptions of variation that very competent men are even
denying that variation in the old sense is a genume .
occurrence at all. Do we, as a matter of fact, find in
the world about us variations ‘occurring of such a kind
ay to warrant faith in a contemporary progressive
evolution.”

. Sir William Bateson admits there is no evidence-of
it in the world about us.
into prehistoric times to find it.

I shall not insult your intelligence lby referring at-

any length to that colossal hoax that is on exhibition
in the Museum .of Natural History in New York in
the Hall of the Age of Man. ‘Examine the history
of the Piltdown man, and all the rest of them, and then
listen to the verd1ct of men of science on that matter,
and you will find that it is almost on a par with that
discovery . somewhere in Spain a little while ago.
Some budding young scientist found something which
he affirmed was the skeleton of some prehistoric mas-
todoh—until they found the thing was made of iron,
and later discovered the Massey-Harris stamp on it,
and learned that it was the skeleton of an agr1cu1tural
implement! Yet the men of science were marvellously
interested for a whlle
thing called “science”

It seems to me it is much easier for a 'man to be-
lieve the record of creation contsined in the Book, than
to accept the guesses of modern science.

I shall not waste more time discussing that, but I
wanted especiaily to say this: bring your- hypotheses
together—-ﬁrst that of evolution, and assume it to be
trué,"assume that all things that are have come to
be by a principle of evolutionary development from
some primordial principle or germ by forces resident
within itself; and put over against that the Christian
—1I put it as the Christian hypothesis first of ali, that
the Bible is the word of God, and that, being the word
of God, it is true, that from Genesis t6 Revelation it
is the d1v1nely-1nsp1red authoritative record which
God has given to us of His Son.—I say, those two
hypotheses are distinétly antagonmistic to each other,
and I am frank to say that so far as my reasoning

powers can assist me, if the principle of Evolution '

were established as true, if I were compelled to believe
in the evolutlonary hvpothe51s I should at one and
the same time be compelled utterly to repudiate and
discard my Bible. "I hold that those two principles
are mutually exclusive. They cannot both be true,
and wherever Evolution is taught it is bound to under-
niine cornfidence in the word of God and in the whole
principle of révelation.

I submit that it is impossible to reconcile the theory

-of Evolution with the chapter from Genesis which Dr.

Stockley read. If language means anything at 4ll, that
teaches the opposite of Darwin’s- theory of the origin
of species: it teaches that God did directly create the

spec1es, and that He created each having its seed within

We have got to look back

- How credulous often is this’

itself, to “brmg forth after his kind”. And that is
exactly what the species have been doing from the
beginning until now, and nothing else has ever been
demonstrated to be true. I

EVOLUTION IF IT COULD BE ESTABLISH-
ED, WOULD DISPROVE THE TRUTH OF THE

. -CREATION STORY ; AND, BY SO DOING, IT.
" WQULD DISPROVE THE INSPIRATION OF
- THE BOOK. -

I remind you as I have done on other occasions,
that the Bible, in its opening passage, challenges the
submission of heart and intellect to God. This Bible
undertakes to speak about something concerning
which only God could be informed. “In the beginning-
God created thé heaven and the earth.” Who wrote
that sentence? Who was competent to write it?
Who had the necessary information that would enable
him to write the.truth in respect to this matter?

“In the beginning” no man was there. It is the
utterance of an eye-witness. It is the declaration
of one who was there. In the very first sentence
the Bible implicitly calls itself the word of God the
Creator, and it proceeds then to write in pregnant
speech the record of ‘His handiwork. Into that record
there are written principles which are manifestly antag-
onistic to the whole ‘theory of Evolution, and if the
one bé true the other cannot be. If the Bible be true,
then -the principle of Evolutlon never will be demon-'
strated to be a fact. : \

- I know that everywhere you find theologlans trying
to find a place where they can accept the modern
theories without partmg company w1th the funda-
mentals of the faith, B

But let us take another matter: it not only discredits
the whole Book, but take the fundamental principle of
the doctrine of human sin. What does the Bible say about ’
it? The Old Testament agrees with the New that “by
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon -all men, for that all have smned”‘
If Evolution be true, then’ the doctrine -of ‘original sin
goes by the board ; and man, instead of being condemned
for his wrong-domg, ought rather to be complimented
for his emergence from a lower order of being. If Evolu- .
tion be true, man has not fallen, but is really climbing the
golden stairs. I believe that that thing which has- pert
meated our educational life so that one can scarcely take
up a text-book on any subject where Evolution is not
postulated, or, at least, assumed—that thing has so af-
fected the thmkmg of men that the sense of: sm has almos’c
departed.-

I read in the paper of a certann dlstmgulshed professor
giving an address in which he argued that the blood
of the anthropoid ape and that of man was the same,

. that man 'had undoubtedly come from the ape, and that

this was a further step in the establishment of the truth

.of Evolution—and the newspapers reported, that as

he spoke the head of one of the greatest churches in
Canada officially applauded ‘that which I make no
apology for callmg ‘that damnable doctrme of Evo-
lution”. -

"If that be held, then there is no doctrme of sin. Man .
‘has not sinned.

A friend of mine told me of an address he heard de-
livered in a New York Baptist ministerial meeting, in
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which a niinister told his fellow-ministers: that there was
a bit of the ape, and a bit of the tiger, and a bit of the
sniake, and of all the lower animals, in all of us. I admit
that many who hold that 'theory go a long way toward
demonstrating the truth of it by their own behaviour ; but
the Blble says that is to be explained, not on the ground
of man’s animal ancestry, but on the ground of his de-
liberate hatred of God and the admission into his life of
something that is alien to God. When the doctrine of
sin goes—and inevitably it is destroyed by the theory of
Evolution—then the doctrine of the supermaturalism of
the Christian revelation goes.

What is the Bible? I agree it was never intended to
teach science. You could read the Bible till the crack of
doom and you would never become an astronomer or a
biologist. The Bible was not intended to teach science.
But, if the Bible is true, then the Bible is never contra-
dictory to the facts of science. It cannot be, if it be true.
But the Bible is a revelation of God. That is what it is
for. “The invisible things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his etemal power and. Godhead; so
that they are without excuse.” There is a revelation of
God-in the world about us, but it is an inadequate, an in-
complete, revelation; but the revelation of God which is
given in the Bible is that of a personal, transcendent, God
Who rules-over the works of His hands, and Who can
stop the machine if He wants to, Who can listen to a
little- baby’s cry, Who can command the sun to stand still
if that be necessary to the accomplishment of His purpose
—and then if need be, make: up time so that it is not be-
hind schedule. :

The Bible revelation of God is that He is'One Who is
immanent in the created order, and yet He is personal,
transcendent, above it, and Who ‘personally rules it; so
that to thé man who belieéves the Bible, God is not merely
a great “First Cause”, he is more than a mere abstraction.
“When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven.”
But if Evolution beé true, all that falls to the ground, and
we become fatalists of the fatalists. We are shut up to
the griding processes of an iriexorable machine over
which the Creator Himself has no direct control.

~ Then you come to such a matter as the virgin birth of
Christ. 'There is a certain very distinguished man who
says that the virgin birth of Christ involves a biological
miracle-that is unthinkable to the modern mind. That is
perfectly true, absolutely true. It is 1mp0551b1e unless you
have a God who can interfere, 1nterpose come into human
life as the Bible says He did.

“Then I go farther and say that the evolutionary hypo-
thesis is utterly disproved by the person of Christ. 1 am
not surprised that men who are deceived by this philosophy
will dare to say that the world may yet produce a greater
than Christ. It is no wonder they say it. That would
be the logical, the inevitable result of the operation
- of the principle. But we have asked with John, “Art
.thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”’
We have -seen in the person of Christ the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God, have we not? T expect
no one to appear, in all the m111enn1ums of the future,
superior, or equal, to Jesus Christ. He is with the Father
. and the Holy Ghost, one God (“Hallelujali!”) He ap-
peared now nearly two thousand years ago, and the
processes - of evolution have never even approximated
His .perfection. He ‘stands out as an outstanding refu-

s &

tation of the whole theory. He came down from heaven:’
He did not.come up by the ape. It is sacrilege, it is
blasphemy, to assume it.

That principle may be applied to every doctrine of the
Christian religion, and, of course, fo the whole scheme of
redemption. 1f evolution be true, we do not need any
redemption : we are in the process of redeemi-ng ourselves.
There is no necessity of Anybody’s coming into this life
and paying my debts: I have no debts to pay. There is
no necessity of Anyone’s making provision to forgive my
sins: I have no sins to be forgiven, if Evolution be true.

"It cuts at the root of every essential of revealed religion,

of Evangelical Christianity, and we may as well recognize
that this evolutionary philosophy is the prolific mother of
nearly every error of the church.

And what has it done for the world: Has it made it
better? I cannot see that it has. It looks to me that the
day is dark enough. I have often felt that if Evolution
were true, we should be profoundly thankful that we did
not arrive on the scene earlier! It is bad enough now,
but what it must have been in the long ago, it would be
difficult to conceive.

The Bible tells us that man was made in God’s own
image, and after His likeness; that he began his career
a perfect man, and that he has fallen from that royal
estate. With sin, death has entered into the world.

There is one other thing which leads me to protest
against this hypothesis. No evolutionist —. the most-
convinced and the most altruistic—can offer me, as an
individual, any hope. There will be a better race by ard-
by—by and by! When I tell him that I am unable to see’
any particular progress in morals, he -tells me that my
vision is too short, and that you cannot observe the oper-
ation of his darling principle over a term so short as that
which comes within the range of human history. He talks
to me about thousands and millions of years, and paints
a picture of an ideal race that is going to be by and by.
But in the process, this poor Adam, this-individual, is
ground to powder.

I think I can say that I try to be helpful to other people,
but I am really selfish enough to want something myself.
I should like to be saved myself, and it makes a great
demand upon me that I should be willing to be lost in the-
press in order to make my infinitesimal contribution to
the betterment of a race that is to people this earth a
hundred million years from now. “That does not help me
very much—does it help you?

What does the Bible say? The Bible magnifies the indi-
vidual, not the race: “He calleth his own sheep by name.”
He Who was, and is, Incarnate Deity, spoke of one who
had ninety and nine sheep whom he left in the wilderness
to go out after the one that was lost—until he found it.
I remember that our Lord sat on the wellside and talked
with one woman. He spent much of His time with indi- .
viduals.” He télls me about the lilies. I do not know
whether the botanist would understand it, but He said
that God clothed the'lilies of the field. A personal God
did that. He laid the carpet,—and is it niot beautiful? We -
hear the birds singing. Jesus said that'God feeds the birds,
and that not even a sparrow falls to the ground without
His knowledge. The Bible magnifies the importance of
the individual, and teaches us that we are every one of
suchi value to God that Jesus “died for our sms accordmg
to the scripture”. He paid our debts.

‘Then, you see, if 'Evolation were true, it would be of no
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use for us to pray, would zt? It is of no use to pray to a
machine. But Jesus taught us to think of God as our
Father. Hé taught us that He would hear us, that He
would answer us when we pray. You ‘may have your
evolutionary hypothesis if you want it: I reject it utterly
and absolutely (“Amen! Hallelujah!’) I believe it is a
delusion of the devil. If everthere was a false philosophy
hatched in hell dtself it is that. It is not science: it is
philosophy. It is anti-Christian in its very genius, and
wherever it obtains the foundations of the Christian faith
are put in jeopardy.

Let the men of science go on with their investigation,
but let them demonstrate the truth of their theories and
hypotheses before we give up this tifme-honoured Word
of God that liveth and abideth for ever.

Is there someone here who feels he is only part of a
big machine? Somebody wrote me a letter and asked if he
might see me. He came yesterday, and I said, “Why did
you come to talk with me? Who told you to come?” He
said, “I have heard you over the radio, and have thought
that you sounded human. I only want to talk with some-
body about my trouble.” He had a keen intellect, appar-
ently a man who had occupied good positions; but in the
present stress was almost at the end of everything, and
feeling that after all he was only a speck on the wheel,
that there was nobody anywhere who cared. Perhaps
there are many who hear me to-night who feel like that,
their hearts filled with fear “for lookrng for the thmgs
that are coming upon the earth”.

I t&ll' you that the old, old, story is true; that Jesus
Christ is the Son of G od that He was v1rg1n-born

that He did die for us; that He did rise from the grave;
that He is in heaven seated on the ‘right hand of - God -
making intercession for us; and that just as surely as I
can speak to you through the air this evening and reach
you in Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, and even more -
remote places—just as surely as I can speak to you from
this pulpit—more surely, indeed—you can speak fromi
where you are and be heard in heaven, God’s dwell-
ing-place. If nobody else cares, God cares. He loves us
every one.

Are you not glad that you can go home this evening
and kneel at your bedside and before you close your eyes-
in sleep give yourself afresh to the Heavenly Father, and
pray for all His dear children, and for your own children?

. That is my simple message. This world is something

more than a machine. God is something more than force.
tle is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and will be
the Father of everyone who will put his trust in Him. May

‘the Lord help us to come back to the simplicity of our.

mother’s faith, and to abide by these great principles of
Evangelical Christianity!

Let us pray: O Lord, we thank Thee for Thy salva-
tion. We thank Thee that Thou hast shined in our hearts
to give the light of the-knowledge of the glory of God in,
the face of Jesus Christ. We pray Thee to help us now

that we may yield ourselves afresh to Thee. If there is.an

unsaved man within these walls, or an unsaved woman, or
anyone who has listened to this service by radio, who has
not yet received Christ as Saviour, we pray Thee to grant
to all such that divine illumination which will enable them
to see in Chrlst their own personal Savrour Bless us for
His name’s sake, Amen. : : '

SANCTIFICATION =,
A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields.

_ Sixteenth in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines of Grace.

Delrvered in Jarvis Street Baptist Chirch, Toronto, Thursday Evenmg, May 7th 1931.
- (Stenographically Reported.)
Lesson read: I Conn 1:26-81; I Peter 1: 1 2., II Thess. 1‘1-3 Romans 6:1-13.

I have read these verses merely as being suggestrve
of the general subject.of sanctification. It is some-
times possible to learn most clearly by contrast. Fre-
quently the Scripture states a truth both positively
and negatively: “By grace are we saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves”; “Not by works.of right-.
eousness which we have done, but accordlng to his
mercy he'saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.”

The Scripture teaches both the positive and the nega-
tive side of things: what we are to believe, and what
we are not to believe; what we are to do, and some
things we are not to do. . :

I

I desire you to think for.a mir!ute of this principle
of sanctification in contrast with two other principles

- represented by two great words: the relation of sanc- *

tification to justification, and to regeneration. We
are justified by faith, it. is.said. Justification is an
instantaneous act of God whereby the righteousness
of ‘Christ is imputed to us, and for His sake, on.the
ground of what He is, and what He has done, we are
given legal standing before God; we are declared to
be righteous, looked upon as though we were right-

eous because the rlghteousness of Chrrst is reckoned
to our account. ~

“Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to
him for righteousness.” So as we believe, the right-
eousness of Christ is reckoned to our account, and in
God’s sight we are justified. “Therefore being justi-
fied by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” _Justification. is instantaneously .

_ completed. All that Christ is is reckoned to us, and

we are regarded as being complete in-Him.

But it is something done for us entirely apart from us.
It 15, so to speak, a piece of divine book-keeping -
where. the merit of God is put against our demerit;
His righteousness against our unrrghteousness the

"value of His precious blood against our moral in-

debtedness to God’s law incurred by our sins. Thus
the books are balanced, and we are esteemed righteous.

Regeneration .is somethmg which . God .does n us—
not for us, but something which God does in us: “You
hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins.” Ye who were dead are made alive by an act of

"‘God, by the regenerating ‘power of the llfe-grvmg

Spirit.
Under -another figure the-same act of regeneratron
is set forth as a new birth: “That which is born of
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the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.” We are “born again by the word of God
which liveth- and abideth for ever.” Regeneration is
something which the Spirit of God does in us. When
instantaneously a new life is imparted, when eternal
life is given, the “old man” that was dead to ‘God is
made alive to Him. Being in Christ, he becomes a new
creation: “Old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.”

But sanctification is equally an act of God, for we
are saved by grace, and salvation in every aspect of
it is a work of grace.. It is something which God
does, and not something we do for ourselves. But
sanctification is the continuous work of the Spirit of
God in the regenerate soul. It is not something that
is accomplished in a moment: it is the long process
of the education of the soul. Regeneration is the
birth: we are born again;.we become as new-born
babes; and now, having been born, we are to grow
up, we are to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”. Regenera-
tion is the birth of the soul: sanctification is the edu-
cation, the training, the discipline, of the soul; so that
while justification and regeneration are instantaneous
acts .of God, sanctification.represents the work of the
Spirit of 'God from the moment of that new birth until
we .are perfected.in glory.

II.

Look at the peinciple IN CoNNECTION WITH SoME
oF. THE FiGures Usep IN ScrIPTURE to set forth the
great boon of salvation. When we were speaking of
the doctrine of eternal life a couple of weeks ago. we
examined these scriptural metaphors, because the Holy
Ghost never uses a figure that is inappropriate.

We are said to be “babes in Christ”. The Christian
begins his life as a babe—not full-grown, but he is
born from above. -And as all his powers must be
gradually developed—and as they are developed—
they must be trained, instructed, disciplined, directed
to proper uses. .It is important that souls should be

- born: it is equally important that, having been thus
born of the Spirit, they should be put to school, and
that they should be trained by the divine Tutor that
they may grow up into.Christ in all things. Thus at
conversion .we are enrolled in the school of.Christ,
and from then until we are brought into His immediate
presence, and redemption is complete, we are to grow
in grace and in His knowledge. )

Indeed, I -very- much question- whether in all the
ages to-come we shall ever come to a place where our
renewed spirits will become stagnant and static. I
believe we have abundant teaching in the Word of
God to the effect that the Christian life in all the ages
to -come will be one of continual enlargement and
enrichment; for He has “raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of His grace in his kmdness toward
us through Christ Jesus.”

- A little boy  who passes his first examination at
school is very proud of himself. He comes home and
shows his mother what he has done, the pictures ‘he
has drawn, his writing exercises, and so'on. He does
not know as-yet that he has scarcely entered the por-

tal of learning, that he is still upon the threshold If
that boy should live to be an old man, and should
spend all his life in learning, at the end you would
find hi as humble as a child, confessing that he knew
very. little. .

T have heard a story of a great Greek scholar, He gave
practically his whole life to the study of one Greek verb.
When reaching the end he lamented that he had not con-
fined himself to one particular tense. I do not know
whether that story is historical or apocryphaﬂ but it
illustrates the truth. If we have been born into the divine
family, and have tasted that the Lord is gracious, we have
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a long course before us, an extended career awaits our

taking advantage ofit. Itisa great privilege to be enlisted,
to be enrolled in the school of Christ. I hope no one will
cotint that he has apprehended, or that he has attained to
that for which he was apprehended of Christ Jesus. There
is far more in the Christian life than that.

Take another figure, that of the vine and the branches.
The branches are grafted into the vine. They are brought
into contact with each other, the branch is wrapped about,
and so, artifically, by an act from without, it is attached
to the vine: That is justification. When we believe in
Jesus Christ, by an act of God we are brought to Him,
we are reckoned to be in Him, we are esteemed righteous.
But presently the branch and the vine are united, and the
life-tide of the vine establishes contact with the branch,
and begins to flow out into the brarich, and thus the branch
and the parent stalk are vitally united. They become one
in life. That is regeneration.

When the soul is quickened, the life of God is imparted
to the dead soul. Presently that life which eomes from the
roots, up through the stem into the vine, and out into the
branch, begins to manifest itself, first with leaves and then
with small green grapes, and by and by with some great
luscious clusters of Eshcol. That is’ sanctification: when
the life of God in the soul begins to manifest itself in
character and life, and we are “changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord"

Consider another ﬁgure the casting of the wheat nto

the ground. The reception of the seed by the soil, the

opening of the heart to the reception of the truth, belief
in Christ, synchronizes with justification. We saw that
there was some seed which the sower sowed which was
not received. It lay on the surface of the soil until the
birds carried it away. But that which fell on good ground
was received by the soil and became part of it. So Christ
1s received into the heart by faith. We receive the ruth

“in the love of it”.  The seed is the word: “Faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” That‘ is
justification.

Then presently the rain descends, and the dew and the
sunshine are given, and the earth is warmed. Nature
begins her work, and the seed germinates; the life that is
in it begins to move. That is regeneration. We are “born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God which liveth and abideth for ever.” .

, Presently there appears above the surface of the soil a
tiny green blade, and it grows, ‘-‘Fir,st the blade, then the
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” That is sanctifica-

tion. The growth of the divine life in the soul manifest-.

ing itself at last without.

Let us take another figure, that of the lost sheep. “The
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which is lost.”
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A certain man had a hundred sheep, and one of thém went.

astray. He left the ninety and nine in the wilderness and
went out after the lost one “until he found it”. The find-
ing of the sheep, the establishing' of contact with it, the

laying hold of it: that is justification. The moment the

Shepherd finds the sheep it is safe.

Then he layeth it on his shoulder-as though it were one
with himself, and the two become one and are united:
that is analogous to regeneration, the union of two in one,
so that “both he that sanctifieth and they who are sancti-

- fied are all of one.”

And when he has so done he cometh home. The shep-
herd coming home through the dark valley, skirting the
edge of the precipice, safely passing the lair of the lion
and of the bear, and through the place where the wolves
are howling, until at last he reaches the fold,—that
journey, from the finding of the sheep, until at evening
time it is safely folded where no harm can ever befall it,
is illustrative of the work of the Spirit of God in the re-
generated soul. In sanctification He is coming home, and
1s bringing us safely with Him. ‘ -

Let me put beside that figure such texts as these: “And
the same day there were added to the church such as were
being saved.” Our version has it, “such as should -be
saved”. There is a sense in which we are saved, of course,

" as we have seen, and are eternally secure ini Christ Jesus.

But there is another sense in which, irom day to day
throughout our life, we are “being saved”. Another text
tells us that “the preaching of the cross is to them that

perish foolishness; but unto us which are being saved it
" is the power of God.” In that process of sanctification we

live in a daily experience of his power, we are “being
saved”. Salvation is a continuous thing which goes on
into the glory. ’ : . : :
Suppose I take another figure, that of the bridegroom
and the bride. What is justification? The Bridegroom’s
proposal and acceptance ; receiving His word, resting upon
it; from the human side, saying “I will” to Christ, and
then the answerling love, “We love him because he first
loved us.” Not only so, but “we glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribiilation worketh pafience; and patience,
experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh net
ashamed ; because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” When
the Holy Ghost takes possession of the renewed soul he
sheds abroad the love of the divine Bridegroom.in our
hearts, so that the bride answers to the Bridegroom’s af-

fection,- and' they become for ever one. When thus they.

are betrothed, and thus they prove each to be the. affinity
of the other, the bride begins to prepare for the wedding.
That is sanctification : getting all the fine robes made, put-
ting on her jewels, the presents of her Beloved, getting
ready for that day when it shall be said, “The marriage of
the Lamb is come, and the bride hath made herself ready.”
Changing the figure, “Christ also loved. the church, and
gave himself for it; that he might sanctify .and cleanse it
with the washing of water. by the word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,

or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy

and without blemish.” That is sanctification,
L - :

. Way, Ty Do We NEep To Be_Sancririep? Why
is sanctification necessary? First of all, because we have
a dual mnature. There is the “old man” and the “new”.

The ‘unregenerated man is all “old man:” the regenerated
man is both “new man” and “old man.” When God, by
His providential decree, determined to take the kingdom
from Saul and give it to David, thereafter it is said that-
“David waxed stronger, and the house of Saul waxed

"weaker and weaker.” Saul steadily declined in power;

the number of his followers diminished ; while David in-
creased in favour with the people, ‘and in authority over
them. Thus we are to “put off the old man with his
deeds”, and “put on the new man, which is renewed in
knowledge after.the image of him that created him.” -

The “old man” is still with us, I fear, and we need this
process ‘'of sanctification in order to the subjugation of
the latent evil that is within us, and the development and

"ultimate completion of the divine qualities that are po-

tentially imparted to us when we are quickened into new-
ness of life by the power of the divine Spirit. o

I should like to try, though I do not know how far I
may succeed, to make <clear to you that it is God’s way,
not only to solicit but to secure, the cooperation of the soul
He saves. The relation of faith and regeneration is very
difficult to determine. One is the act of man, and he can
tell when he believed ; the other is the act of God, and the
secret and mystery of that is with Him. He quickens me
when I believe—or is it that I believe because He has
quickened me? The two seem to be simultaneous, but we
are sure of this, that nobody is saved who does not believe,
and the Lord secures that act of faith in some way by the
operation of His Spirit as a condition of salvation. Viewed
from one point of view, faith is the firstfruit of salva-
tion ; but ‘every person here who is a Christian knows that
there was a time when God enabled you, by the operation
of His Spirit within you, to yield yourself to Christ and
say, “I trust Him.” It may be that for long months and
years God seemed to be waiting for that act of surrender
on your part. . -

In the beginning, when God created man, He made him
in His own - image and after His own likeness. He never
intended that we should bé mere puppets, rhere automa-
tons. I have heard people try to illustrate both the act of
justification and the state iof sanctification by speaking of
being yielded to God as a cup is yielded to the hand of
the one who drinks from it, and being yielded to God as
an’ axe is yielded to’the hands of the woodman, er the
sword to the hand of the ‘warrior. But we need to learn
that analogies of that sort are not perfect, for the simple
reason that T am more than a cup, more than an inanimate
axe, more than a sword. I was made in God’s image and
likeness. I have a meniory, a judgment, an imagination, a
heart, and a'will. I"am not a thing of mere clay. There
is more than that in a man. Everyone of s is aware that
he-has volitional powers. I can say ‘yes’ or ‘no’. I can
go east or west, north or south. - - .
- Tennyson says,—

. “Thou seemest human and divine, .
- The highest, holiest, manhood Thou: .
Our wills are. ours, we know not how;
Our wills are our to make them Thine.” .

That is true. They are ours. There is a sort of will
within a will that enables a man by divine grace to sur-
render to God. If God made us to be thinking, judging,
imagining, rememberihg, loving, willing, creatures, when
He saves us he will provide a way of salvation which will
be in harmony with our complex-natures. A man will not
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be required to stultify himself and cease to be a man when
he comes to Christ, He will not be required to suspend
his reason, to quench his imagination, to put aside his
judgment, to ignore his affectional nature, or to shackle
his will. When he acts, he will act with a glorious free-
dom. He will do it because he wants to do it, because he
loves to do it; and every power that God has given him
will be touched and illuminated and energized by the
Divine Spirit so that the whole man will be acting with a
glorious harmony and moving toward Christ. '

However rich a father may be, however, wise and skil- .

ful, he knows that that little child, in growing up to be'a
man, must somehow be taught to exercise his own powers.
He knows that he cannot be taught to walk by any me-
chanical means: he must learn to walk by walking. He
knows he cannot be taught to read by superimposing any-
thing upon that childish brain. He knows that the teacher
must secure the cooperation of the child. The child gradu-
ally learns to think and remember, unitil by and by, by
the very act of doing these things, the mind is enlarged
and the infant becomes a boy, and later the boy grows
nto a youth, the youth becomes a man; and when he be-
comes a man he puts away childish things. But he has
not only grown in his physical stature: he has grown and
developed in his mental powers.

In the same way the Spirit of God sanctifies the soul.
He does not instantly sa , “You are ready for heaven.”
Someone says, “But are we mnot justified freely by His
grace, and robed in His righteousness ?” Yes; but we have
all eternity to live with God, and generally He takes an
extended period in which to educate us for that high voca-
tion. Sar'lsc-tlﬁcatgon is as necessary to our completion, to
our growing up into the likeness of Christ, as the edu’oa-
tion and training of the natural mind is necessary to the
development of the habe into the boy, and the boy into
the youth, and the youth into the young man.

Being a Chmst:a_n is a big business. A little boy said
to me one day—a little boy of thirteen or fourteen years,

and I had a pretty good idea where he had been—*T have’

been doing so-and-so since I got my sanctification” !
| (\iNhgt is educat‘i'on?_ Cra,mming?' the mind with 1<now-
’ﬁhge. Cramming the memory with facts? No!
: ere are plenty of men going to school like that
ur colleges. and universities are full of them. They
come out with high standing, and yet have not ev'ez;
l-earr-led to thlr}k. I heard a lawyer tell of a man’s
coming into his office for a position. ‘When asked
what he could do, he replied, “Anything.” “Where
do you come from?” He learned he was a gold medal-
ist of Cambridge University, and from his papers it
appeared he had had a magnificent record in the
_umversity. “What can you do?” “Anything.” The
i?uweyerhzeilxn%dt(}lle st-or}}lr, said, “That was perfectly
. ould do anything— iving 1”
was no use to anyzbod};r. Ebut earn a living " He
That'same man told another story. - He said, “When
I was in London a little boy used to sell papers on
the corner of Dundas and Richmond Streets. His
fa.ther died when he was young, and the mother had
to earn a living. At'ten years of age this little chap
after school hours—and before school hours—and all

through the summer was busy selling papers. He is-

just thirty years-of age now, and he is the manager
of a great railway system in South America. He re-
ceives thirty thousand dollars a year for his labour.,

’

You can put him anywhere at all, and he makes good.”

He was an educated man. He had learned to think.
Bducation is not-something that is done outside a
man, it is not something that is done for him by some-
body alse: all that education can do is. to assist in the
development of a man’s own powers,—literally, lead-
ing him out.

Do you know what the Holy Ghost is sent to be?
He is sent to be a Private Tutor to every one of us,
to make sure that we may be well educated and fit to
live in a palace. That is what sanctification is, just
going on with God. )

IV.

Just a word as to How 1T 1s EFFECTED: in the first
place, you will anticipate me by -saying it is all in
Christ. Everything is in Christ. We have nothing
apart from ‘Christ Jesus, “who of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and
redemption.” All that is necessary to our entire sanc-
tification is in Christ. “Blessed be the God and Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with’

all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
according as he hath chosen us in him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be holy and with-
out blame before him in love.” Having purposed to
bring us to that high state of perfection He made full
provision for us. He laid up in Christ Jesus all spirit-
ual blessings which are to be ours as we live in the
heavenly places in Christ.

In our schools, because we are so limited in our
knowledge, we have somebody to teach us English,
and somebody else to teach mathematics, and still
another to teach geography, science, languages, and so
on; because it is too much to expect any one person to
be expert in everything. Each one must become a
specialist in his own department. Hence if a man is
to be really educated he must take advantage of the
combined knowledge of a whole staff of teachers.

How would you like to have one professor who knows.

everything? How would you like to have one teacher
who knows more than could be put in the Encyclo-
paedia Britannica and all other encyclopaedia? How
would you like to have a teacher to whom no question
could be put that he could not answer?

A friend told me that he heard Dr. Joseph Cook,
the great lecturer who spent much of his time lectur-
ing to university students, before the days when
universities were shut against orthodox men, stand
on a platform in a great university and say, “Now,
students, or gentlemen of the faculty either, ask me
any question you like, and I will answer it” I do
not know whether, if Professor Einstein had been
there, he could have answered some of his questions
or not! But I know you may ask Jesus Christ any
question, and He can answer it, because in Him
“dwelleth all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge™;

“In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead

bodily”. '

He is made to us sanctification—but how? Who is
the Sanctifier?” Jesus Christ is in heaven. The Holy
Spirit dwells within us. He comes tn enlighten our

understanding, and to energize our wills, and to work

in us “to will and to do of his good pleasure”,
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.1 have been in some of the large art galleries of: the
world, -in Paris, in Liondon, and other places; and
wherever one goes where the works of the.great mas-
ters are assembled he will find students with their

easels and canvasses sitting before a great painting,-

trying to copy it. I have stood and looked at them

in some cases where the picture was nearing com- -

pletion, and, comparing the original with the copy,
have said to myself, “The form is there, and the
colour. It is a fair imitation, but somehow it lacks
~—it lacks—it lacks that which distinguishes the mas-
terpiece from all others.” Why does it lack it? Be-
cause it is the work of another, not the master. But
if the one who painted that masterpiece could come
back and put his spirit into the student sitting before
the canvas and say, “I will paint that picture over
again for you”, I imagine as the picture grew in beauty
and completeness at least you would have to say, “I
declare, they are.just alike; I cannot tell them apart.”

That is what sanctification is. “But we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,
are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
even by the Spirit of the Lord.”. The very Spirit of
Christ comes to dwell in us, in order that we may
live out the great masterpiece of all the ages, even the
life and character of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
a long way from it, my dear friends, and not until we
get to the glory can the work be completed ; but it will
be complete there. That is sanctification. Thus the
power by which it is effected is the Holy Ghost.

How is it done? By the appropriation of Christ
to ourselves by faith. Faith is the instrumental cause
of our sanctification. What do I mean? I mean that
just as I see in Christ, not only my Saviour, but my
Exemplar, my Master, my Lord, and as I appropriate
all that is in Him to myself, the Spirit of God will
eriable me to actualize these things in my own spirit.
It is by faith, but this is the means which God em-
ploys.’ ) : .

What do you know about Christ? Nothing apart

from the Book. What do you know about the will of.

God? Nothing apart from the Book. What do you
know about the divine pattern, what God wants you
to be? Nothing apart from the Book. What do you
know about the divine plan for you in respect to any
course possible or contemplated? any act of life, any
thought of the mind, any word that may escape the
lips? How do you know what you ought to do, and

. what you ought not to do? You cannot know apart

from the Bible.

Do not assume “I have the Spirit, and I know I am
all right.” There"is nothing that arouses my indigna-
tion more than.when people come to me and prate
about having the Holy Ghost, and thus being a law
unto themselves, saying, “I have prayed; now get
out of my way.” Many people have prayed—and
played the fool afterward. There is only one way of

‘knowing whether that inward impulse is from above

or from- below, and that is by trying the spirits,
“whether they be of God”. If they are in agreement
with the Book, you may be sure the Holy Ghost is
with you. -

+ There will be no perfection here. There are two
extremes: on the one hand there is what theologians
can antinomianism, a doctrine to the effect that
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inasmuch as we are saved by the righteousness of
Another, it makes no difference how we live. It is to
that the apostle refers in the opening of the sixth
chapter of Romans: “What shall we say then? Shall

we continue in sin, that grace may abound? If the

more I sin, the more I am forgiven, if I am saved by
grace alone apart from works, shall I continue in sin
that grace may abound? No! How shall we, that are
dead to sin, live any longer therein?”

‘On the other hand, there are perfectionists who
argue that they have no “old -man”, that there is no
old nature left. It is entirely eradicated now, they
are wholly free from sin. I have seen much of that,
and I am going to give you a bit of advice. If any-
body says that to you, watch them. The most crooked
people I have met with in my life, almost without
exception, have been found among people who claim
perfection. “I have no old man”, they say, “any wrong'
in me is all of the devil; the devil does it.” Then

_there is .much of the devil in them if that be so!

I met a company of Australian soldiers in a restaurant

in London. My table was near, and I suppose they thought’

I looked as though I could not quite complete my meal
without a cigarette, so one of them offered me one. I
thanked him, and told him that I never smoked. We got
into conversation about the war (it was during the last

“year of the war), and I asked them if they had had any

contact with the Americans.- They said they had, and I
asked them, “What about them? What sort of soldiers
are they?” “They afe fine fellows, but, like the rest of us,
they. have. to learn: by experience. We got into a bad mess
one day following them.” “Oh”, I said, “how was that?
Téll me about it.” “Well”, said the spokesman, “they
were ordered to advance. They swept their piece of ter~
rain clear. They supposed that the enemy had given way
quickly. We were in the rear, and were ordered to follow
them. As we were going across this piece of territory

that was supposed to be free from the enemy, the enemy .-

fired from the rear, and instantly we had two hundred
casualities. ‘ .

These raw troops went over the top saying “This is
easy.” They might have said they were sanctified. But
they had not mopped up. I said to them, “Tell. me about
it. What does ‘mopping up’ mean? They replied,

"“When a certain army, or brigade has made an ad-

vance, another company comes from behind and goes
into every hole and dugout. They blow them up with
‘bombs, until they are absolutely sure there is not an

-enemy left behind them.”

I have seen many people who have failed to “mop up”.
The man who was a swearer, when his tongue was made
clean, thought he was a saint "all through. Another had
been addicted to drink, and when he stopped that he fan-
cied himself perfect,—in short, he made clean the outside
of the cup and the platter and called that sanctification.
Then something that had not been dealt with at all,
“the old man” with all his carnal covetousness, sud-
denly marifests itself. There are casualties in that
man’s life. Then he became humbler and he began to
understand what Paul meant when ‘he .said, “O
wretched man that I am! who' shall deliver me from
the body of this death?”’ .

We are not perfect. Be careful. You remember how

the robbers used to do in England? Sometimes when the
doors were barred and the windows bolted, and nobody

(27) 11
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could get in at all, they would climb up to the top of the
house and let a little boy down the chimney, and he would
unlock the door from the inside. You had better watch
your chimney, for the enemy will get in and open the
door from within, and only as the Spirit of God is regnant
within us, and we yield ourselves to Him, can we be
victorious. : T

“LEST ANY ROOT OF BITTERNESS”
From The Gospel Witness of June 8rd, 1922.

An experienced nurse allows her patient to run no
risks. She has seen others make rapid progress to-
ward recovery, after an operation, or other serious
illness; and she has seen the patient’s presumption
fatally wreck the physician’s work. Now she ‘will
allow no liberties. The doctor’s orders must be obey-
ed to the letter. . o

Thus experience should teach us how easily a good
work can be marred. The story of Israel’s experiences
in Egypt and the wilderness is said to have been
“written for our learning.” Notwithstanding the mercy
and the miracle of the passover, and the nation’s

birth from the sea by the power of God, what misery, -

and defeat, accompanied “the day of temptation in the
wilderness”! We would exhort our readers to read
the third chapter of Hebrews, especially the twelfth
and thirteenth verses: “Take heed, brethern, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God. But exhort one an-
other daily, while it is called To-day; lest any of you
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” -

- Again in the twelfth chapter and from the eleventh
verse we read: “Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless,
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-

ness unto them which are exercised thereby.” Does

not this principle admit of application to a church
in its collective life, as well as to individual believers?
And have we not been chastened? And was not the
experience “grievous” enough? What, then, shall the
“afterward” bring forth? Shall it “yield the peace-
able fruit of righteousness” in our individual and
church life? It can do so only if we are “exercised
thereby.” That is to say, we must consider what lay
at the root of this “chastening” experience; we must
endeavour by God’s grace to avoid in the future those
things which made the experience necessary.

Perhaps there is no church in the world, certainly
not in Canada, which bears a heavier resporsibility
than Jarvis Street. It is no exaggeration to say that
tens of thousand have observed the “chastening”—
the chastening which marks us out as “sons” —who.
now are watching to see whether “the peaceable fruit
of righteousness” will appear. If it does, what in-
spiration multitudes will draw from our experience
We dare not contemplate the' deadening influence
which future spiritual barrenness on our part would
have upon vast numbers of people. -

. How may we insure the fruit? Let us continue our
quotation: “Wherefore lift up the hands which hang
down, and confirm the feeble knees; and make straight
paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned
out of the way; but let it rather be healed. * * * “Lest
that which is lame be turned out of the way”! How
many of the Lord’s sheep are “lame”! Sometimes,

we must confess,” we have been tempted to grow |

weary of waiting for the lame, until we have learned
that while some are lame in one way, we are lame in
some other particular, But how trying it is to be
always soothing sensitive people, and. trying to
straighten noses which someone has unwittingly put
“out of joint.” Yet it must be done. .We must wait
for the lame on the hard road. We must al.lovy for
people’s prejudices which they think are principles.
We must even surrender our liberty for the edification
of others. In meekness we must instruct those who
oppose themselves, if God peradventure will give them
repentance unto the acknowledging of the truth. Yes,
we must make straight paths for our feet, for the sake
of-the lame who might otherwise be turned out of
the way.

Let us, however, continue our quotation still fur-,
ther: “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, with-

out which no man shall see the Lord.” Observe the
conjunction of peace and holiness. How shall we fol-
low both? The truth is they are inseparable, and one
cannot be followed without the other. Of one it is
written, in this same epistle: “First being by inter-
pretation King of righteousness, and after that also
King of Salem, which is, ‘King of peace.’” Right-
eousness must come before peace, or true peace will
not come at all. Hence our chastening is to “yield
the peaceable fruit of righteousness.” Let us -follow
this peace with all'men. There is enough to contend
for which is absolutely essential to righteousness and
true holiness; let us contend for nothing else!

But read on: “Looking diligently lest any man fail
of 'the grace of-God ; lest any root of bitterness. spring-

ing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.” We

]

must go to the “root” of things. We cannot safely
wait for the fruit: we must “look diligently” to the
roots that are in us. And there are evil roots in the
garden. of every soul which are “perennials.” ‘They
do not need planting: they are there. They will “spring
up” of themselves without cultivation or provocation.

Shall we name some of the roots which are native to
every human heart?. Pride is. one. We who ought

not only to be humble, but ashamed, become proud!

Reason for pride it would be difficult to discover; but
pride asks no reason in which to grow. It grows
without reason. O! dear Jarvis Street people, get
down! Down, down, down, before God, lest ‘this
bitter root of pride should grow. Then nothing else
of. worth will be found in the garden. “God resisteth

the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” There- -

fore, “humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and ‘He shall lift you up.” . .

Another root of bitterness is selfishness. It is a
bitter root, indeed. And how prolific it is! In how
many parts of the garden does it spring up; in how
many different guises does it lift its head! Let us
read the second chapter of Philippians on our knees:
“Look not_every man on his own things, but every
man also on the things of others. Let this mind be

-in you which was also in 'Christ Jesus.” Then we

shall be better pleased to hear another sing than to
sing ourselves; to hear another speak than to speak
ourselves ; to see another honored than to be honored
ourselves. Fault-finding is another bitter root. 'What
a poisonous weed it is! " Would any surviving mem-
ber of that family recently fatally poisoned be likely
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to léave a root of wild parsmps in his garden in the
future? If any church in the world should be warned

:against the destructiveness of a tongue “set on fire
.of hell,” we are the church. Let us-dig up this root
-of bitterness and cast it to the flames lest it spring
“up agdin. Nothing is more destructive of the spirit
of unity than a critical spirit which expresses itself
.with the tongue. We know full well how it disguises

itself. The singing and the prayers are criticized in
the general interest, of course, and not for the sake of
criticism. But poison administered by mistake may
be as deadly as if given by a ‘murderer’s hand. The
only safe critic is the Holy Spirit. If we must find
fault, let us do it at the mercy seat—not publicly, of
course, but “when we have shut to the door.” But
let us search our own hearts there for bitter roots.

If we do this in the light of God’s holy word as shed’

abroad +by His Spirit, we shall probably be kept so
busy- digging the bitter roots out of our own garden,
that we shall have little time or 1nc1mat10n to find
fault with others.

" This is written only about roots thank God, we
have not to taste the fruit just now in Jarvis Street.
Nor do-we see even the roots; but we know they are
under- the ground in the soil of every human heart:
And we know that the only way to keep the garden’
clear of weeds is to keep on hoeing. It does not re-
flect upon the life of the garden to observe the gar-
dener “looking diligently” with a sharp hoe for the

" springing weeds. Nor is it a reflection upon the char-

acter of our church life to write these words of exhor-
tation. ““A.burnt child dreads the fire.” If ever we
had any doubt of the depravity of human nature our
recent experiences must have effectually dispelled it.
The truth of that ancient doctrine is indellibly branded
upon our memory. By what we have endured, rather
than blame others, let us learn the plague of our own
hearts, and. be afraid. The Pastor would beg every
member of the church who reads these words, and all
others, too, for that matter, earnestly to pray God to
send us a revival, purging every root of bitterness out
of our own hearts; so that instead of finding their
poisonous shoots, when -our Beloved comes into. His
garden to eat His pleasant fruit, He may find a luxu-
riant growth in the heart of every one of us, “the fruit
of the Spirit—Love, joy, peace, long-suffermg, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness temperance agamst
such there is no law.”

“THE WASHING OF WATER BY THE WORD”
A Bath for Every Morning of the Week

It is well to.give the soul a bath as well as the
body. “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according 'to thy word.”
The Lord Jesus said: “Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto you.” And again:
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

We suggest that our readers put this page where

-they see it every morning, especially the younger

Christians, who are taking their first lessons on how
to miake practical use of their Bibles, and prove for
one week the blessing of a Scriptural morning bath,
Sunday
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I
eek ‘after ; that I may dwell in the house- of the Lord
‘ -

.thy praise all the day long.”

all the days of my life, to behold ’che beauty of the
Lord, and to enquire in His temple.”—Ps. 27: 4. -
“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into

_the house of the Lord.”—Ps. 122: 1.

“My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts

_of the Lord: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the

hvmg God.”—Ps. 84: 2,

Monday

“Keep thy heart with all.diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.”—Prov. 4: 23.

“He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool.”

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and des-
perately wicked: who can know it?”—Jeremiah 17: 9:
“Create in me a clean heart, O God.”—Ps. 51: 10.

“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see
God.”—Matt. 5: 8.

Tuesday

“Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speak-
ing guile.”—Ps. 34: 13..

“The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity; so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole
body, and' setteth on fire the course of nature; and it
is set on fire of hell.”—Jas. 3: 6.

“I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not
with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle.”
—Ps, 39: 1.

“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth -
his soul from troubles.”—Prov. 21: 23.

“My tongue shall speak of thy righteousness, and of
—Ps. 35: 28,

“My tongue shall sing aloud of thy nghteousness

—Ps.'51: 14.

- “A wholesome tongue is a tree of life.”—Prov.. 15: 4.
.“There is nét a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord,
thou knowest it altogether.”—Ps. 139: 4.
“I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall
continually be in my.mouth.,”—Ps, 34: 1.

Wednesday .
“Tf thy rlght eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast
it from thee”: .
“I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.”—
Ps. 101:3.

“Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity.”—
Ps. 119: 37.

“Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold won-
drous thmgs out of thy law.”—Ps. 119: 18,

Thursday

He that hath ears to hear let him hear Mabt 11:

15,

“Blessed are your eyes for they see: and your ears
for they hear.” —Matt. 13: 16.
. “Let these sayings sink down into your ears.”—
Luke 9: 44,

18“:[;};6 ear of the wise seeketh knowledge.”—Prov.

Fnday
“If thy rlght hand offend thee, cut it off and cast
it from thee.”—Matt. 5: 30..

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might.”—Eccl. 9: 10.

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who
shall stand in his holy. place? He that hath clean
hands and a pure hear "—Ps. 24:-34. :
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Saturday

“Ponder the path of thy feet.”—Prov. 4: 26.

“The dayspring from on high hath visited us *.* * *
to guide our feét into the way of peace.”—Luke 1:
78-79. :

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet.”—Ps, 119: .105.

“He shall set my feet upon a rock.”—Ps. 40: 2.

“How beautiful upon the, mountains are the feet of
‘him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace;
that bringeth good tidings of good; that publisheth
" salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.”
—Isaiah 52: 7. - .

-“And your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace.”—Eph. 6: 15. '

SODOM, JERICHO AND -UR.

FINDING THESE BURIED CITIES.

‘The Story-of the way Excayations are confirming the Biblical
Account of the Destruction of Sodom and Jericho is
reproduced from the New York Sum.-

Nearly ten months ago word came from Rome by way of
Palestine that archaeologists had unearthed what appeared
40 be the ruins of the ancient city of Sodom. An expedition
headed by Father Mallon of the Papal Biblical Institute
began digging in Transjordan last year. Working over a
$pot not far from where the River Jordan enters the Dead
‘Sea, they uncovered streets with well-preserved pavements,
several underground storehouses and a number of brick ovens.
Among these remains they found jewelry, earthenware and
‘human skeletons. - :

More details of this find were disclosed a few days ago,
when Dr. John Oliver La Gorce, vice-president of the National
Geographic Society, returned from the Near East, where he
inspected sites of several archaeological diggings. He re-
ported that the Mallon party had made an excavation seventy-
two feet deep and had.discovered ruins -of three cities built
one upon the other. The seared condition.of the stones

. plainly bespoke destruction by a fire so.intense it penetrated
to structures on the lowest level.

It was from Sodom, according to Genesis, that Lot, his
awife and their three daughters fled just before the day of
doom: - - , . . .

“Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah
‘brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven. = -

“And- He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew .upon the
ground.” . ' ’ ) .

Thus was a city notorious for its wickedness brought to
the dust, there tn lie covered for centuries until diggers of
this era brought to light the evidence of its fate.

This confirmation of the Biblical story is the more inter-
-esting for its coincidence with discoveries in the valley of
the qugi-an, in Jerusalem and in Mesopotamia. The Marston
expedition from London, under Professor John Garstang,
announced a month ago the finding. of new ruins of Jericho.
Some 3,400 years ago Joshua and the Israelites marched
Adefiantly around the walls of that city every day for a.week,
and on the seventh day “compassed the city seven times.”
‘Then “Joshua said unto the people, ‘Shout; for the  Lord
‘hath given you the city.’” - .

“So the people shouted when the priests blew with the
trumpets; and it came to pass, when the people heard the
sound of the trumpets, and the people shouted with a great
;shm_lt, that the walls fell down flat, so that the people went
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they
took the city.” .

Jerusalem has been the site of important digging recently
under the eyes of archaeologists working under the joint
patronage of Yale University and the American School of
Oriental Research in Jerusalem., Working in the ruins of
Jerash last December,” this party uncovered a Greek temple
to Artemis. Jerash is believed by some scholars to be the
Biblical Ramoth-Gilead, but as late as the third- century of

the Ghllistian era it was a centre of Greek culture in the

‘Holy Land.

Ruins perhaps more ancient than any of those unearthed
on the sites of Sodom, Jericho and Jerash were explored for
the first time this year in a region of Mesopotamia, once
under the rule of the city of Ur of the Chaldees. Archae-
ologists sent there by the University of Pennsylvania
Museum in a joint expedition with the British Museum re-
ported in March, details of their search among the remains
of one of the oldest known civilizations. A score of dwell-
ings built more than 4,000 years ago, granaries, shops and
small shrines are now accessible which until this year were
among the lost remnants of antiquity. Piles of clay tablets
among these remains appear to be letters and business docu-
ments. When translated they should aid in understanding
the civilization that thrived under Nebuchadnezzar, whose
hordes invaded Jerusalem and carried off thousands of King
Zedekiah’s subjects into exile.

—From Toronto Daily Star, of May 26, 1931.

RADIO LETTERS | ,
Toronto, Canada, March 22nd.
“Dear Brethren: -

I am glad to be able to send a cheque for twenty dollars
toward the radio fund. I -sincerely trust that in spite of the
cost, the support given will warrant the continuance of the
broadcast for another year.”

Phelpston, Ont., March 21st.
“Dear Sir:
I take great pleasure in sending you & small contribution
to your radio fund: We appreciate very much the service
you are rendering.” . .

Torontbo, Canada, March 22nd.
“Dear Sir: : .
.Herewith please find the sum of two dollars, This small

contribution is for the radio fund. We enjoy your messages,
end wish you every blessing on your ministry.”: . .. .-

) ' . Rochester, Pa., March 23rd.”
“Dear Dr. Shields: Lo
The Sunday. evening services held in your church and over

-the air are enjoyed by us very much. The inspiration which

you send over'the air to the mary listeners I believe .to. be
a great Ihelp_ to all.” S

Niles, 0., March 24th,
“Dear Sir: : S

. My mother, who is eighty-three years of age, and I, listen
to your sermons, but thexre is so muich static, and we get two
stations, so we hear about half the service. It is's6 interest-
ing.we are eager to hear all of it. Please send The Gospél
Witness. ’ ’

Center Sandwich, N.H., March 16th;
“Dear Brother: -t

I listened in on CKGW for the first time on the evening of
February 22nd, and I want to tell you how much I enjoyed
your sermon, and the singing. You are having wonderful
meetings, and God is surely blessing you and your church.”

. Adams, N.Y., March 25th. .
Dear Dr. Shields: :

I am enclosing one dollar to assist you in your good work
of extending a pure gospel throughout the world: I am
seventy-one years old, and .bad:lir afflicted;, and confined to
the house most of the time, unable to earn anything.”

' _Capreol, Ont., March 25th.
“Dear Pastor: : .
Enclosed you will find money order for $5.00 for the radio

und. .
T thank God that so many can hear the true gospel. It
brings much joy to my heart to hear of so many being saved.”
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.

THE CONFLICT.

Lesson Text: Exodus, chapters 6 and 7.

Golden Text: “Arnd the Egyptians shall
. know that I am the Lord, when I
stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt,
and bring out the children of Israel
from among them.” (7:5).
1. THE g’l;OMISE RENEWED, (vs.
1-30).

The result, so far, of the efforts of
Moses and Aaron on behalf of Israel’s
deliverance, was only an intensified
tyrannical policy on the part of Pharaoh.
It seemed as if the efforts of these ser-
vants of .God had been futile, and that the
condition of the people had only been
made worse thereby, but this was only
the introductory stage of the conflict.
The outlook did not appear promising,

"and Moses was somewhat discouraged;

but God in His renewed promise assured
him of the future manifestation of the
Divine power. He is most gracious unte
His servants at all times, and seeks
always to encourage them in His service.
May we learn not to become discouraged
at.any temporary setback, for if God is
for us, and we are in the line of His will,
ultimate victory is sure,: (Rom. 8:31).
Note the dangers of discouragement, the
source of encouragement, (I.Sam. 30:6),
and the necessity for looking at life as a
whole in the light of God’s word, and of
the judgment seat, and not merely in
relation to any single experience, whether
bleasant or unpleasant. .
The renewed promise of God is stated
in .a firm, strong, manner, “Now shalt
thou -see what I will do to Pharaoh, for
with & strong hand shall he let them go,
and with a strong hand shall he drive
them. out-of his land”, (v. 1). Pharaoh
was fighting against God, and-he knew it
not, but he was destined to feel the
weight of the Divine arm, and on account
of the . judgments suffered, he was
eventually to.consent to the liberation of
Israel from his' power. Such a consent
was- forced from him, (12:29-388), but it
was of a temporary nature only, and,
being withdrawn, led to a further terrible
judgment at the Red Sea, (14:5-31).
Man is unwilling, and, therefore, slow to
learn his own powerlessness before God.

% is only the mercy of God which spares |

the wicked in these days as in the past.
This statement of God denotes Divine in-
tervention in the affairs of men, the
manifestation of Divine power, the vin-
dication of the word of God, and the
complete deliverance of Israel from
Egypt. It also clearly.teaches the Divine
source of the deliverance. Israel’s salva-
tion was purely of grace, and-all of God,
from beginning to end. Salvation in the
present is of the same nature, (Eph. 3:8).
God works and gives: man receives and
obeys. ) :

The Lord’s designation of Himself is
worthy of attention: He proclaims Him-
self as “Jehovah”, the “Self-existing

One”, (vs. 2, 8), a name having a special
relationship with His covenant peop}e
Israel. A reference to the covenant is
thereafter made, (vs. 4, §), and God as-
sures Moses of His remembrance of the
same. He never forgets His promises.
It may seem sometimes.as if He did not
care, but that is simply due to our im-
patience. His word is always fulfilled at
the right time. Following the reference
to the covenant Moses is instructed to
inform the Israelites concerning the de-
liverance which God proposed to under-
take for them, (vs. 6-8).- The greatness
and blessedness of this deliverance are
made. clear in the Divine statement. The
Israelites were to be brought out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, they
were to be rid of their bondage, to be
redeemed with a stretched out arm, and
with great judgments, to be taken by the
Lord for a people, and to be brought into
the promised land.. Such a deliverance
;v_as_; complete, lasting, powerful, and
ivine.

The reception given to the message of
God was of a disappointing nature: the
people “hearkened not unto Moses for
anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage”,
(v. 9). They were suffering intensely
under the taskmasters of Egypt, and this
had a most discouraging effect on their
spirits. And this again had its effect on
Moses, the same being manifest in his
reply to the Lord when commanded to
go in and speak unto Pharaoh, (vs.
10-12). In a most discouraged manner
he said, “Behold the Children of Israel
have not hearkened unto me; how then
shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of un-
circumcised lips”, (v. 12). I the Lord’s
people would not listen to him, how could
it be expected that Pharaoch would do so.
Moses had some confidence in the success
of his mhission’ at first, but this -experi-
ence had evidently rfobbed him of most
of it.” We are all susceptible more or
less to outside influences, and must con-
stantly be on our guard lest we be turned
fromm the path of duty thereby. Moses
in his discouragement thought it was
useless again to enter into Pharaoh’s
presence, but God thought otherwise, and
gave him a charge, along with Aaron,
unto Pharaoh, to bring the children of
Israel out of Egypt, (v. 13). Seeming
failure often precedes -great success, and
. we do wrong to give way to discourage-
ment, and-cease to labour at ‘the duty as-
 signed us by God. Note the condition of
. Moses, and the attitude of God; also the
' necessity for continuance in the work of
| God, leaving the consequences with Him.

. In the divine charge to Moses careful
| directions are given concerning the ap-
. proach to Pharaoh, and promise is made
of the manifestation of divine power.
Aaron, instructed by Moses, was to speak
.unto Pharaoch, (v. 1), and care was to
'be used. that all that was commanded
him by God was spoken, (v. 2). The
same care requires to be used.these days
in the proclamation of God’s message.
The whole gospel should bée given, and
not simply a part of it. This is necessary
in order to obedience unto God, to knowl-
edge of His will, and proper understand-
ing of His purpose. Some parts of His
message are being left out by false

teachers, to the detriment of the hearers

| II. THE MIRACULOUS SIGN, (7:1-13). |

and the disobedience of God. The gospel
is the Lord’s, and we are but His ser-
vants, labouring together with Him in
the prosecution of His work, (I Cor. 3:9),
therefore we must do everything in His
way. It is required in a servant that he
be faithful, (I Cor. 4:2)."

As the Omniscient One, God knew
what the attitude of Pharaoh would be,
his heart would be hardened, and he
.would not hearken unto Moses and
Aaron, (vs. 3, 4). The hardening pro-
cess is here attributed to God, but we
must bear in mind that Pharach was not
denied the right of the exercise of his
will. God warned him, and dealt with
him “in judgment, but he rejected the
divine appeal, and of necessity he be-
came hardened. It was due to the action
of God, and yet Pharach was responsible
for it. The sun has a contrary effect
on clay and ice, the one it hardens, the
other it softens; the sun does it, yet
the nature of the matter upon which it
exercises its power is a contributing
factor in the result: so with the in-
dividual under the sound of :God’s
message, if the’ will yields, there is
softening, but if the will rejects, there
is hardening. The hardening of Phar-
aoh’s heart, ‘God intimates, would lead
to the manifestation of the divine power,
(v. 5). Note the ages of Moses and
Aaron, (v. 7).  In accordance with the
divine instruction the miraculous sign is
wrought before Pharoah, and the rod
became a serpent, (vs. 9, 10). Pharaoh’s
wise ‘men and servants perform a similar
deed, and Aaron’s rod swallows their
rods, (vs. 11, 12). The devil has great
power, .and has manifested it in some
measure in the past, (Job 1:2), and in
the future he will do so in greater
measure, (Matt. 24:24; 2 Thess. 2:9-10).
It is not safe to judge any work by the
signs manifested therein. The word of
God should be taken as.the guide in the
matter. .o
III.. THE FIRST PLAGUE, (vs. 14-25).

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he
refused to let the people go; so the first
of the plagues was sent upon' Egypt as
a judgment. Moses is instructed to go
down to the river’s brink and there.meet
Pharaoh, (vs. 16-18). In accordance
with these instructions Moses-arid Aaron
acted, and the judgment came_ as pre--
dicted. “And the magicians of Egypt
did so with their enchantments”, with
the result that Pharaoh’s -heart -was
hardened, and he hearkened not unto
| them, (vs. 22, 23). The names of the
'magiciany and the significance of their
Lactions are given in the New Testament,
i (2 Tim. 8:1-9). They were imitators of
. the work of God through Moses and
. Aaron, energized by Satan; and the
i Holy Spirit warns us of this scheme of
ithe Evil One in these days. He comes
fas an angel of light, (2 Cor. 11:14), his
| ministers are transformed as the
. ministers ¢f righteousness, (2 Cor. 11:
15), he has people who are like the real
children of God, (Matt. 13:38) and a’
form of worship is carried on by him,
(Rev. 2:9). He is the great imitator of
God and the servant of the Lord must
continually be on guard against him. He
permits the good, when God desires the
best, and so makes it the greatest'enemy
of the latter. L
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. ELIJAH NEVER DIED.

. When the reaction which: we are subject
to in the flesh overwhelm us and put us
“gnder the juniper tree”, we are likely
to request of the Lord many foolish
things. Elijah after his great victory on
Carmel was frightened by the threat of
the wicked Jezebel and “he went a day’s
journey into the wilderness and came
and sat down under a juniper tree, and
he requested for himself that he might
die”. Elijah did not die then, nor did he
ever die. His .request was not granted,
instead an angel ministered unto him.

During the past winter many have
passed through hard days, days of per-
plexity, days of sorrow and pain, days of
misunderstanding, days when it seemed
as if the Heavens were brass and every
friend a foe, days when they have for-
gotten to “look up” 'and when they have
complained to the Lord. Over and over
again, we have seen His over-ruling hand
and hisblessing come out of our distress,
oh, that we would learn to trust Him
fully and go on with our hands placed
in His, in perfect confidence.

“Elijah never died” and the Lord has
his plans for rthe least of His children.
“Be sure you are right, then go ahead”
is a splendid motto in these days of test-
ing and then—

“Though troubles assail, and dangers

- Though friends should all fail, and foes
.- all unite— . .
.Yet one thing secures us, whatever be-
-, -tide: . . - .
The Scripture assures us, ‘The Lord
will provide.” -

This is the stand taken by the Execu-
tive Board of the Union of Regular Bap-
tist Churches of Ontario and Quebec and
it is the stand which will bring comfort
to every Christian whé finds his fellow-
ship unbroken with the Lord. With con-
science void of offence, therefore, let us
trust and not be afraid, even when the
enemy has sown ‘tares and - brambles
epring up in unexpected places.

MORE NEWS FROM LIBERIA,

Recenitly our missiionaries- in Liberia
had an experience which showed them
once -‘again how tenderly the Lord- cared
for them. They had made a purchase of
twenty, one-huridred pound bags of rice,
for the school needs because 1t seemed
much more. advantageous to buy in quan-
tity and because, a truck was coming
through to the river. The time for the

‘payment of ‘the account was drawing

near, however, and in the meantime, Mr.
and Mrs. Mellish had gone forward to the
new work and the heavy expense neces-
sary in connection with that venture, left
the three missionaries on: the station
faced with a real problem, concerning
the payment of the bill. The Lord was
besought very definitely about the mat-
ter and when Mr. Davey started to the
coast, he had nothing with which to meet
the indebtedness, but a mail boat had
come in and there was a letter from a

and Mr. ’

lady in the United States and with it she
sent a cheque for one humdred dollars to
‘be used especially for school work: This
whas sufficlent to take care of the rice
and provide some badly needed blankets
for the children.. “On the Mission Field”,
writes Mrs. Davey, “one proves how
precious the Lord is and how Hé meets
g/_erg need when that need is cast upon
im”.

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES.

Bethel, Orillia

A missionary meeting was held on
Thursday, May 21st, at which the Rev.
Alfred J. Lewis presented the work in
Liberia. The church reports that Mr.
Lewis’ message was both enjoyable and
inspiring and that it was indeed an en-
thusiastic gathering. A liberal offering
was taken for the Liberian work.

Bobcaygeon

A local conference of real helpfulness
was held on Thursday, May 21st, in the
Bobcaygeon Church, arranged by Pastor
M. Gillion. In the afternoon about fifty
gathered from the *Caygeon, Scotch
Lire, - Fenelon Falls and Lindsay
Churches. Visitors also came from the
Galway Road and the Quigley Settle-
ment. Rev. C, M. Carew of Fenelon
Falls gave an exposition on God’s grace,
from Ephesians 2; and Rev. W. S. Whit-
combe, of the Baker Hill and Second
Markham Churches, delivered an address
on the gripping love of Christ. The ladies
of the entertaining church provided
bountifully for their guests, serving sup-
per to about one hundred in the new
church annex. At 7.80 Pastor R. Hisey
led a time of song and testimony. Then

'Rev. J. M. Fleming, of Lindsay, gave a

in the “togethers” of Acts
Gordon Brown preached on
“Revival.” Such fellowship in the things
of Eod strengthens our hands for the
work.

Bible s'tu%g

. Long Branch
Mr. W. Gordon Brown had supplied
for three Sundays at the Long Branch
Church, from which Rev. W. J. Thomson
has resigned. Pastor W. D. Clark, re-
cently returned from work in Saskatoon,
will preach there next Sunday, D.V.

Montreal, St. Paul’s
Rev. A. St. James, Pastor of St. Paul’s
Bilingual Baptist Church, writes:
“Since we opened our church building

dast July, we have used the baptistry]

three times, baptizing twenty-one con-
verts., Sixteen of these were French,
three from Emmanuel Church, Verdun,
and the others from St. Paul’s and Bene-
ficient churches. The last candidate is
a typical French case. Over three years
ago I repeatedly gave French tracts to a
laundry-man. About one year ago this
man’s wife bécame curious to see the
institution that prepared these tracts,
so she came to St. Paul’'s Church and
has been coming since. When we were
having cottage meetings in the winter,
we were invited to have one in her home.
She has since made a clear profession

and on May 24th was baptized. She re-
ceives me kindly in the home and plans
to bring her three children to our Sun-
day ‘School: In French work one must
not Thurry; perseverance, patience,
prayer, Bible teaching, visitation and de-
pendence on the Holy Spirit are the ele-
ments of eventual success. I would like
to urge the use of tracts in every field.
I can furnish them at cost. If workers
would only pass them on to the French
everywhere, there would be results in
the end, as most of the French like to
investigate and we must show them what
we stand for.” .

Thank You.

The missionaries’ correspondence is
heavy and while Mrs. Davey endeavors
to send personal notes to all who write
to her, it really should mot be expected
that these can be attended to within a
few days of receipt. In a letter dated
April 8th, she says, “I haven’t finished
saying ‘Thank you’ yet to all the folk
who sent stuff in those cases at Christmas
time. So many sent either a packet of
picture post cards, or beads and they
are so much appreciated. I have given
out and out and out, and still there seem
to be plenty of eards, then there are still
the beads, the dolls, baby shorts and odds
and ends.” The people have been perfect
dears to send them and everything has
been so useful.”

A Fire on the Compound. )

We should be thankful indeed that the
fire which threatened the buildings on
the compound was brought under control
without a great deal of damage. Omne of
the girls was ironing and from time to
time rubbed the iron on a pad. When she
had finished, she poked this into the
thatch of the little house that stands

just beyond the Davey home. The rag

was evidently smiouldering when she put
it in and fanned by a strong breeze, it
shortly took fire and the whole roof was
ablaze before the missionaries were
aware of it. The wind was away from
Mr. and Mrs. Davey’s house and blew
the flames in the opposite direction. How
they thank God that no other damage was
done. Such a fire could easily have wiped
out the whole station. .
Language Study.

The difficulties of studying an unwrit-
ten language can hardly be imagined, al-
though some have felt that one with all
the rules and vocabulary set forth, was
almost too much for them.

Mrs. Davey writes that at times she
feels that it is rather hopeless to try to

| master Bassa. They try to get a few

simple rules to apply, but it seems there
are so many ways of changing things
around and the rule “in that case” does
not apply, but in this one it does. We
have chased up a few simple things, only
to find that they are not so simple as
they lood and promptly change again
under certain circumstances. What funny
experiences they have? One can imagine
something’ of this when a simple word
like “just” becomes “bust” and, so forth,
enough said.



