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(Stenographically Reported) 

"Who is a Har ibut he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He isan'tichl'ist, that denie1Jh the 
~ather and the Son."---'I EpistJe ,of Jl()lhn 2:22. 

Prayer before, the Sermon, by Rev. E. E. Shields. 
o Father, we approa'ch Thee in the nlllllle of Thy Son. 

We thank Thee that He ihas' taugiht us: to call Thee, Our 
Father which 'Ilrl in heaven. We ,bless Thee th'at thro1llgh 
the Oroos we are nOot only made nigh, b1llt we are adopted 
into Thy famiJ.'Y; 'and we aTe n()ot ,only adopted, ibut, we are 
given the spirit of sons, wiheteby we CIl'Y, AJb'ba, hther. 
We :thank Thee, Lo-rd, 1Ihat Tohou h.asJt taught IllS that all 
thillLg's are IOUT-S, and we are Chris-t',s, and .Ghrist is "God's. ' 

We thank Thee for the Cro'ss. We thank Thee for the 
complete :redemption' wlhieh is in and through Jesus Ohrist. 
We bless Thee f()or the shedding 'of lthe In"ercious iblood,. We 
thank Thee, OUT F'atner, that in .and th'l'o.ugh Christ :tih:o.se 
wh()o once WeTe afar off are :rna:doe nigh, and· thCJoSe wih'o are, 
still far off may be bl'lo.ugM-yea, ue, in Thy !purposes, 
made nIgh ,by the iblOood of the cross. 

We pray that Thou woulds-t reach us to-nig!ht, as Thy 
'Word is preached. :May Thy ,Spilrit atterui, noOt only in this 
place, ibut in the' £11:1' reaches of the land w,helre this word 
is 'he'ard-may 1lhat Spirit Who moved upon thoe ideep .in 
the Ibeginning 'and ,clI:used tha,t there should !he lig.ht, 'o.pelrate 
in the hearts, of t}ho.8e willo hear Th~ wO<rd! ,Grant thl1lt there 
may ib'e many who, shaoll hear and ibelieve, and, believing 
s,hall fear, and look to God and find credein;ptiron thor.oug'h 
,the preci()ous blood. 

!We pray that 'Db,ou wilt bless, elVeryone in tlhis place 
to-night, Thou knowest aU oUir oircumstances. o'.Dhou know
est every' heart. Thou *now'est o-U!I' tito.ughts 'Irllllir ,off. Th()ou 
knowe,st the intents of ,the \heart. Tho-u lmowest us alto.gether. 
Thou knoQlWe'st the relati'ons'hip ()of evel"Y' 'one to T,hee, and 
Rill ;tJhe life-ihdstory of each one. And Thou a,.rt l'e8ching oUJt 
after us to-night, 'af.tell" eveory one. We thank Thee ,that 
the Son of man is come t()o s'eek 'Sind to ,save that which was 
lost. We pray that Thy WiOrd may reach the lasrt, 'and hring 
,them in ,by ,the power of Tohy ,Spi:r,j,t. 0 

It ma.y !be Ijfull:t some a're :d:iscou;ra.g.ed ibecause of the 
~oughness of the way. W~ pray that Thou wilt meet them 

in theiT place of need to-night. Some, ;perhaps, are cast 
down. It may !be some n'ave met with great adver-sities in 
these dark times, and they need ".r.hy clheer, 0 Thy lSIPeCial 
strength. We pray tna,.t Thou wilt meet them in the time 
and pFace .of need. Reveal Thyself to them, 0 L()oro and 
he:1p tihem ?> see that even tihoo.gh the way is dark Th~ ar.t 
sti:ll the Liglh.t of the wo.rld. Thach ltihem how to tru,s-t in 
the LO<rd, :and to stay upon o.ur :Goo. 

!YV!l !pray tihat Tho'll wi'ltsave :men fr.o,m ,sin, that the 
SPI'l"lt of PentecCJoSt, the power witho,U!1J whlCh we canno.t even 
r~ent, 'by willieh men are ibCJorn 8Ig'ain, mll:y deal with indi
vddual men and women to-night,that there may he joy in 
tihe presence of the angels, 'over ma.ny who 'have twrned if;o 
.the ,Saviour this evening. 

Bless Thy se:Vlant as he shilll !pl'eadh: Thy' word. Give 
power and uncbon. Grant tbl1lt ~'Y word may = Swiftly, 
and: re'aeh ltihe hearls o.f ali who lIsten. We pray fOol' those 
w'ho Joisten .over the ,air wheTever they M"e. Thou, 1mowest 
theml. everyone, Wough unkno.wn tOi IllS. 'TIhou has said 
Behol(i all s()ows are mine; as the S0'1l1 of the fatJher ISO al~ 
,t1?-,e s'()oul of iflhe son is mine: the s,oul that .!SIinneth,' it shall 
dIe. Thou, :}tast told us that God so loved the world that 
He gave His only Ibegotten Son that whoosCJoever believ~tih: on 
Ilim s'hould not perish, 'but have everlasting life. We pray 
O. God, that. Thou !Wi1t teach everyone that he eaJlno.t pili 
hImself outsIde ,m God's 'whoOsoever'; that that means every 
one.. Lord', ~ea~h t~eIm hy Thw !p'OlWer. Grant that this 
seTVlce, the s'ln'gmg .o!f the h~'IlIS, ,the read!ing IO!f Thy word, 
and the spoken: ~essage, may i?e used of Thy Spirit t()i car:ry 
cheer and c,onvlc'li<ln .and :sal:vatron to men this' evening. 

,Remember those who are ~hut in, who for }"ears !haw 
n'ot h~d Thy wo;rd ata pubhc assembly. We thank Thee 
fo-r tihlS means !by w'hich :tihey may -be reached with the 
mess'age. Lord, we praise T.bee foOr the' oppmtunity ofihat 
c0l!l'es to. tliese 'through this, marvel of this day witihout 0 

WhIC'h tJhey dould not in this, fashion hea:r tlb.e word of God 
Grant that if any hear for whloom there ,is ,Mttle /ho.pe i()f 

ihealing in this .world, the cheer of Heaven's Lighifl 'am, Life 

-~ 
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m8,y' come to ,them. In their caJptivity may the heavens be 
opened, that they may :S'ee vis,ions of God. Visilt them 
'Wfhere they axe. ,If they are IUns·aved, let Thy s·alvation come, 
to them where they 'are to-night. We thank Thee that 
the word is nigh 'I1S, even i,n our mouths· and !in our hearts: 
that is~ 1ili.e word 'of faith, which we preach; that if we con
fess with our :mouths the Lord J esU's, and ibelieve in our 
hearts that God :bath raised hiim from the dead we ,shall be 
saved. So, Lord, bring Thy salvation ,to them' to-night we 
pray: Thee, through the preaching of T,hy word by the p~wer 
of the eteTIlal Spirit. Bring them' .pe'ace a.nd evertas.ting 
life. We ask it foor Christ's ,sa·~e, Amen. 

~ have freque~tl~ warned you of the danger of 
be10g too dogmattc 10 your prophetic interpretations. 
It i.s so. mu~h ea~ier ~o speak oracularly of the future 
whIch IS st.tIl veIled 10 ~ystery than it is to deal ac
curately wIth the records of .the past which concern 
themselves with fa~ts that are susceptible of proof. 

Many of the anCIent prophets by. divine inspiration 
spoke of matters beyond their own knowledge 
"searching what, or what manner of time,the Spirit 
of <;hrist which was in them did signify, when it 
tesbfied beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 
glory that should follow. Unto whom it was r'evealed, 
that not unto ,themselves, but unto us they did 
minister the thing!:?, which are. now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the gospel unto you with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.". 
. But we do not believe in speci!!l heavenly r'evela

.tlOns to-day outside of the Book-at least, I do not. 
We believe that God has spoken to us in this Book, 
and that from Genesis to Rev'elation it contains "the 
fa'ith once for all delivered to the saints:" In our day 
our task is, by the illumination of the Holy Ghost, 
.to interpret that which is already written, and in this 
a reverent caution is needed. I· believe the ultimate 
import of much in the Bible no one knows. There 
are vital and abiding principles whi.ch may Ibe applied 
to everyday life, by those who are Christians, but the 
ultimate significance of the prophecy will he under
S'tood only in that great day when i.t is being fulfilled 
before men's eyes. . . 

But while we should be cautious, we must not, on 
the other hand, 'allow ourselves to become careless, 
and make no effort to understand. We may not 
understand all the details of prophecy, but in broad 
outline we may at' least understand something of 
God's plan for the future. On the one hand, there 
are some who seem bent upon shutting us up to a 

_ prescribed programme, the last item ·of which they 
profess to understand; while others mock at the idea 
that i.t is possible, even with the open Bible hefore 
us, to know anything at all about the future. 

It is well that we should find the happy medium to 
which I believe any sane interpretation of the Word 
of God will lead us. If we can it will save us from 
those extravagances which so of .ten bring the pro
phetic word into disrepute, and which too often are 
due, not to a superior faith, but rather to an inferior 
knowledge, coupled with an impatient infantile curi
osity to know what .the parcel of the future contains. 

I speak of this matter this evening :because I meet 
many people from day to day who are troubled. 

.' -- - People are everywhere inquiring, "Are we on the eve 
of the closi!lg of the age? What is coming to
morrow?" It must be admitted that even people 
who are irreligious, who have little or no interest in 

Scripture, seem now to be troubled by conditions 
which 'everywhere prevail. Let· us think of that a 
moment as introductory ,to a very simple exposition 
of this text. . 

Look at the wide world to-day politically. When 
our prophetic interpreters look abroad many of .them 
are fond of turning to Italy; -Mussolini is a favourite 
subject of speculation. Pers.onally, I look upon him 
as a first-class business man who is doing for Italy 
what our own Sir Henry Thornton, with some degree 
of success, is doing for our National Railways
m3!king a success out of what had >been a failur'e. 

Look, on the other hand, at Russia, another field 
of speCUlation. She will probably work out her own 
salvation in time. Fifteen or twenty years is a short 
time in the, history of a nation. There have been in 
other nations perplexing poHtical conditions, not on 
quite as large a scale as that which Russia presents 
to-day, perhaps, but they have found, at length, by 
the natural outworking of· things, a sa.tisfactory 
solution. . 

I am not speaking of Russia economically for the 
moment, but politically. She will have to find her 
own place politically. I think it does us good to dip 
into history. I told my class this morning about .the 
Pharaoh that "knew not ]oseph".When he saw a 
nation rapidly increasing he said, "We will suppress 
them. W'e will deal wisely with them." He thought 
he was dealing wisely. It would not be difficult to 
put a cap on a quiescent volcano. I suppose a king 
might build a palace on the peak of it, and glory in 
his success; but when the set time for Vesuvius, or 
some other volcano, to Ibe~ome active, is come, both 
the king and the palace will probably have to find 
other quarters. The expeliiment of sitting upon the 
saf.ety-valve has been tried by individual rulers and 
by groups of rulers in times. past, and I have no ex
pectation that the present rulers of Russia will be 
any more successful than those who have preceded 
them in the same sort of political attempt. Of course 
that is only an opinion.. It is not wO'rth very much. 
It may be worth as much as yours-and that may be 
nothing at all. 

But difficult political situations have always existed, 
and it may reasonably be doubted whether .the situa
tion in Europe is more diffi'cult to-day th3:t it was in 
the days immediately following rt:he Napoleonic wars. 
I t takes the world a long time to recover from such 
severe wounds as were inflicted by Napoleon, or, as 
have been more recently inflicted by the Great War. 
We become alarmed, and are ready to leap to almost 
any conclusion, because we lose our historical perspec
tive. The thing is so dos'e to us that it looms large, 
and we forget that the world has seen other diffi
culties like this, from which it has safely emerged. 

If you vi':!w the world economically, things are' still 
more depressing. Perhaps there never was a time 
when more people were out of work, and I suppose 
there is not an economist in the world who can ex
plain it. Whether it is the war debts, the mechaniza
tion of life, the multiplication of machinery, who can 
tell? I suppose no one in the whole world can speak 
Wlilh authority. As a layman in respect to these 
matters, and Ibeing only a preacher, I know little 
about finance-no preacher does, of course. It is 

j 
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difficult to understand, especially when one knows 
that the banks are overflowing with money, and the 
elevators are overflowing with wheat, while the people 
have no money in their pockets, and millions have no 
food in their stomachs. It looks as though there were 
something wrong wi·th existing economic systems. 

Diagnosis is' difficult enough, but it is very often 
easier than to prescribe a remedy after the disease 
has 'been identified. PersonaUy, I do not believe that 
Russia will succeed in her five-year programme. But 
suppose she does? Suppose she floods the world's 
markets with the products of slave labour, producing 
goods at so Iowa cost that no nation -can' possibly 
compete with her? Who· can say what effect that 
would 'have upon the world? Nobody wants to see 
a fire anywhere; but sometimes when a fire breaks 
out among some old shacks in a slum section, thou-gh 
it occasion immediate loss; much distress and still 
mOore inconvenience, 'by its .temporary dislocation of 
traffic and other matters, in the end it turns out to 'be 
a blessing, for on the ashes of the old a new and 
nobler order of things is erected. The -grea:t London 
fire of the sixteenth century purged ·the dty of the 
great plague, and what seemed to :be a catastrophy, 
in the providence of God, became a real redemption. 

Though I lay no claim to expertness in economic . 
matters, and fear' almost to express an opinion, it does· 
seem to me that when the earth has not wi·thheld its 
fruits, when there is no direCt "act of God", as the 

.phrase is, to account for the pr,esent universal distress, 
when it seems to be due, at least in no small measure, 
to human failure somewhere, who knows but that even 
the horrib-le experiment of Russia, whHe it will 'bring 
trouble, sorrow, and distress, in its train temporarily,
who knows, I say, but thilt it may b.e ·God's way of 
rectifyi.ng some evils, a,nd of bringing aJlout a better 

. condition of things. That is, of course, . supposing it 
is in the plan of Good that this dispensation shall con
tinue yet Ia while. I do not know, but I can see po~si
biliti-es in that d'irection which make me very -cautious 
about predicting that to-morrow the gre~t cataclysm 
will come. I say, I do not.know; it may. 

There is more that is alarming in the religious outlook. 
Wherever one turn.s there seems to be a very rapid 
spiritual d.eclension. I may. go farther -than that and 
say there is not only a spiritual declension, having in 
mind the evangelical view of Christianity, but a very 
rapid reHgious declension, a turning away from all 

.. religions. There was a little !furore in Toronto the 
other day be'caus'e a young man wrote an article in a 
university paper to the ·effect that there was "practical 
atheism" in the University of Toronto. No doubt there 
was and is, for certainly many of the chur·ches are full 
of practical athe~sm. 
. I read last night of a chu-rch in Illinois or Iridiana 
where a dramatic society was rehearsing ·a play they 
wer,e to put on in the house of God. One of the young 
men, ·.as part of the play, flourished a roeViplver; and, 
not knowing it was loaded, pulled the trigger-and a 
young lady, one of the actresses, was shot dead. You 
say, "They do not do things like that here." But what 
are the churches 'becoming?. In l'arge measure some 
of them are agencies for the theatres. The preacher 
gives p-lace of a Sunday evening to a dramatic reci~a
tion, and during the week ther.e are all kinds of plays. 

Surely God has forsaken His house where that is true. 
If I have the ear of any prea·cher thi-s evening who 
permits these abominations in his church, irrespective 
of denomination, I say this to you, my brother, if that 
is the 'best thing you can do, abandon y~ur profession 
and beoQme a theatrical manager; be at least honest 
and straightforward, 'and do not pretend to stand for 
God when you are sponsoring something that is, an 
agency 01£ the pit. 

I say, the -chur·ches hay.e faUen upon evil times, be
yond ,all peradventure; and as for our colleges, it is a 
rare thing to find a college nowadays, where the Bible 
has any place at all, except as an object of ridicule. 
The damnabl,e doctrine of Evolution, which properly 
viewed, in my judgment, is nothing less than the 
philosophy of fools, for it is bas'ed upon 'speculation, 
and has nothing but speculation to support it, lies at 
the·root of most of the heresy of the day. It crowds 
God out of His universe, and denies the supernatural 
everywhere. It must be a:dmitted that our colleges are 
turning out men who are not only not evangelical, not 
only 'anti""Christian, but anti-God, atheistic, with a 
hatred of God and all that God stands [or. Surely 
there is albundant evidence of the presence in this old 
world ·of a spirit of antichrist. 

I know what people will say about the Pastor of 
Jarvis Street Church. I know that the Pastor ought 
to s'ay, "Peace 1 Peace I", when there is no peace. I 
know that it is popular t~ say that this is the best day 
that ·ever was. But, religiously, surely we have fallen 
upon evil times; and .one cannot help thinking of the 
scriptural question, "When the Son of man -cometh, 
shall he find fai,th on the earth?" When I see men 
whom I supposed to be orthodox, first compromise, 
then crupitulate, and presently advocate the very oppo
site of what once fhey preached, I wonder what would 
happen if this pres:ent generation should live until ..... - . 
the Antichrist shall come? (For he is to come some 
time; that is the ·teaching of Scripturoe as I see it.) 
Before the last times there is to be an almost universal 
ap'ostacy, a falling away .from the faith, reaching its -
climax in the revelation of the Antichrist who will rule 
over this old world, Ibut whose short-lived ascendiency 
shall sudd.enly 'be termina!ted by the sign of the Son 
of -man when. the white hors'e and his Rider shall come 
down the skies. 

How are we to adjust ourselves to these conditions? 
Are we to go on carelessly, without any thought of 
the possibility of -the future? And if n.ot, are we then 
to .insist upon all the particulars of it, and on the basis 
of mere assu-mption,s bring the Word .of God into dis
repute by our false predictions? 

What is the sane and reasonable attitude toward 
such conditions as now prevail? There is something., 
in the atmosphere. The man of business knows it . 
Everyhody knows it. It is like the heavy atmosphere 
that precedes ·a storm. Men's hearts are .failing them 
ifor fear, for looking at the things that are coming 
upon the earth. 

I said just now that the banks are overflowing with 
money, but go down and ask the banker ·.for some 
to-morrow, tell him you are harod up. He has more ----...:... 
than he knows what to dlQ with-ask him to give you 
some, or to lend you some. That is his business·, to 
lend money. He wants his money to be out earning 



-

4 (792) THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 14, 1931 

something. Why cannot you borrow it? Because he 
is afraid, 'because there is no confidence,· because he 
-cannot see a month in advance. He has no guarantee 
that if he advances you some thousands .of dollars for 
the enlargement of your business, both your business 
and the money he lends you would not be lost in a 
month or two. 

What is ba:ck .of the banker's refusal? It is the want 
of confidence. It is because men's hearts are failing them 
for fear. That is the thing that is pal'alyzing the world 
to-day. Some of the nations have too much gold-as 
Canada has too much wheat. And, if you please, we have 
come to hard times because we have produced too much
enough and to spare somewhe~e, !lnd nothing at all some
where else. That fearfulness IS 10- the atmosphere. Tell 
me if that is not so. The wisest financier, the man who 
has his hand upon the wQrld's pulse, trembles. The big
gest financial man on the Continent of America, or in the 
world, to-day, does not know what is going to happen. 
Fear grips his heart just as much as the heart of any 
other man. It is because of that he is hQlding on to what 
he has: he is afraid toO let it .out of his hand. 

There is alsQ an attitude that is not .only anti-'Christian, 
but that is utterly irreligious-against God. People are 
afraid of, Russjan atheism, afraid it will spread like -a 
plague, because it finds its a£f~nity eve~ywhere. Our _~ol
leges are immediately responsIble for It--our theologIcal 
colleges, .our pulpits, .our reliigious l~terature. "fo.r a gen
eration men who -have bome the name of OhrIstIan have 
been sowing the wind, teaching men to dOUlbt God, toO' 
doub.t His Word. What ·wonder if the world must now 
reap the whirlwind? . 

I say nQ 'thoughtful man can afford to be indifferent 
to these'matters. And yet surely the Christian man ought 
never to be in a panic ("Hallelujah !") I love to read that 
story .of the Apostle Paul on sh~pboalJ"d-a poor .preacher 
in chains, on the way toO Rome, and ~hen he cautlOn~d the 
centuri"an and the master of ttbe shIp not to set sad, for 
he was sure it would result in much damage, the centurian 
believed the master and owner of the ship rather than the 
things that were spoken by Paul, and so they went toO sea. 
At last there came t!h.at fearful tempest upon them, Euro
clydon, whkh was so severe that when many days had 
passed and neither sun nor stars appeared, all hope that 
they should be saved was taKen away. Then the Apostle 

_ Patif fQund his opportunity. He stood upon that rolling 
and pitdhing ship when every heart was gripped ·W'~tH fear 
and said, "There stood by me this night the angel of GoOd, 
whose I am, and whom I serve. Saying, Fear not, Paul 
.... wherefore, sirs, !he of .good cheer." He said in 
effect, "You have thrown your ship away. Your ship 
will be broken. You ought to have Ihearkened unto me, 
and not have loosed from Crete; but, seeing you have 
done it, your ship must be dashed 11:.0 pieces, but :there 
will be no loss of Life." So it came to pass that "some .on 
boards, and some on brQken pieces .of the ship .... they 
escaped all safe to land." 

Surely; dear. friends, we who are Christians_ oUg!ht toO 
have a message f.or our day, not an extravagant specula
tive message, but there oughll: to be some standing-place 
where we can put the feet of .our f·aith, and look into the 
darkest day and the blackest night without alarm. 

I. 
THEM HAVE: AJ<WAYS'BE:E:N ANTICHRISTS. The spirit .of 

Antichrist has always Ibeen abroad, a spint that not only 

would extinguish revealed religion, but that wO\:llld perse
cute and kill the man who WOI1ships God in the way of His 
appointment. That has- been SQ since the day that. Cain 
slew his brQther Abel. Noah was saved fromt!h.e Judg
ment of his day Iby divine grace, Ibull: tthe 'World was so 
antagonistic toO God that He visited it with vengeance. 
When the race began its course again., you will find the 
same spirit persisting. Abraham had two sons: one was 
Isaac, but the .other was Islhmael. Isaac had two sons: 
one was Jacob who saw the ladder set up upon earth 
whose top reached to heaven, ood the other was Esau who 
never even looked at the stars. All' down through ,t!h.e 
record of saored histQry you will f.ind these two principles 
opposing ea~h other. -

If we -revert to .our morning lesson we find the prin
ciple there. T:he rapidly increasing race began to alarm 
the Pharaoh of that day, and he gave his order for the 
destruction. of the male children, "but the more they af
f1.icted them, the more they multiplied and grew." And 
l\!['oses, 'apart from .our Lord, the greatest man of all time, 
the .only mortal whose name is sung in heaven where 
they sing the "'song of Moses and the Lamb"-Moses be
gan his career in this wor:ld, himself a type and prophecy 
of the Christ, at a time 'When a sword was ·unsheathed for 
his inf'ant head: "At which time Moses was born." 

It was a strange time for the dhr,ine appointment, but 
He cared for that l.ife, and nUirtured it, and brought him 
thrQugh. So all the way down through sacred history it 
has always been true. - It is true to-day. There have al
waY's been antichrists. 'Dhere will come the AntichTist 
at last, however. At the :beginning of the Ohristian era 
there were people who. believed Nero was the Antichrist. 
Napoleon was looked upon as 'the Antichrist by many of 
the Christians of h.is day. Now some people say it is 
Mussolini I Anti:clhrist witll 'Come, but there have a1ways 
been antichrists. . 

You ask me whether Antichrist is soon 11:0 be revealed. 
Let me answer your question by telling ·you how we 
may be wise in our day and generation, and able to meet . 
the emergencies .of .life as Chr.istians ought to meet them. 

It is well for us to Identify the Spirit of Antichrist, 
and toO see where that spirit is wor-king, in order t.hat we 
may assure ourselves that we are not co-operating with it. 

Wlha.t is the spirit of Antichrist? ''Who is a liar but 
he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, 
that denieth the Father and the Son." The spirit of anti
Ch"-ist is the spirit which rejects the supreme and final 
revelation of God in· the person of His Son. Wherever 
you find that spirit, you will find .it preparing the way for 
the coming of Antichrist, just as surely a:s John was sent 
of God to prepare the way for the coming oJ Chliist. 

The man who admires the character of Jesus, and is 
fond of calling Him ttJe~us"-not t~e Lord Jesus Chris!, 
but ttJ esus" while denytng the scnptural record of Hts 
birth and du the implications of that divine record,' is 
moved by the spirit of Antichrist, altho~gh he m~y ~ 
a very amiable gentleman. W~oever de~l.1es the vlrgtn 
-birth .of Christ that Jesus Chfllst came mto the world 
exactly as God ~ays He came, is. speaking by the spirit of 
Antich1"ist. He may be a very excellent gentle?Ian, he 
may be very go.od to the poor, he may be exce~dmgly re
Ugious, he may be very ~c.hol<l;rly, but ~he '~emal of t~at 
9tn1pendous miracle of dlvme 111.terventIon 10 the affaIrs 
of humaqnty when Jesus Christ came to becQme the Head 
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of a new race-the man wno denies that, I care not who 
he is, what pUlpit he prea'Ches from, -whether he be callJed 
a Baptist or what he is, the man who denies that is in
spired of Antichrist, and is preparing the way for Anti.,. 
christ. 

There are those who magnify the humanity of J esus
of "Jesus" understand-while denying His deity. They 
speak of Hini as the greatest Man 'who ever lived. They 
class Him with great teachers and grealt reformers and 
great philanthropists, and talk of His going about doing 
good. But when they have said it all they' !have spoken 
of Him only as a man, not God. 

Who is the Christ ? You cannot deny the supernatural
ness, the essential Deity, the eternal Sonship 'Of Jesus 
Chrast, His everlasting oneness with the Father, without 
denying the Fail:her at the same time. Do not tell me the 
man who does so is a Christian. He is not a Christian. 
There is nothing Christian ,in his teaohing: it is essentially 
of antichrist, and '\v'hatever influence he wields is prepar
ing the way' for the Antichl1ist to come. 

The man who exalts the example of Jesus-of "Jesus", 
at the expense of His divine Saviourhood, and implicitly 
or explicitly denies His Saviourhood, has missed the very 
genius of the Christian gospell, and that which is funda
mental to all true faith. He does not preach Christ: he 
preaches a ,human example, and' ibis tea'Ching is of the 
l~ntj:christ. A ·failure to recognize the puripose of the In
carnation, the redemptive W'or:k of Christ, the atonement 

- wrought by blood, however artfully disguised, .is essen
tially anti-Chcistian; and whoever takes that position is 
preparing the way for Antiohrist. . 

If these principles be true, then i,t looks at the present, I 
must confess, as though this old world were being very 
rapidly prepared for the 'revelation of Antichr.ist, for th~ 
great mass of the professin~ Chri.stian churches of to-day 
have departed from evangehcal prinoiples, and are preach
ing in the I!-ame of the Lord tlhat which is itself decidedly 
anti-Christian. . 

II. 
What shall we do? THE, SUPREME DELUSION TO WHICH 

ANYBODY ANYWHERE· MAY BECOME SUBJECT IS THE DE
LUSION GIVEN US IN THE TEXT. "Who.is a li3Jr?". Who 
is the man who goes right in the teeth of truth? who de
nies ,the truth that comprehends all truth, the alpha and 
omega of truth? Who is a liar? Some ~ommon, vulgar, 
man who does not know very muc!h? The 'Bible asks who . 
is the supreme :liar. Who is the biggest liar in Toronto? 
the biggest liar in Canada? the biggest liar in all the 
world? Who. sets himself directly against the .truth? It is 
the man ,who denies that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, 
the man wh'O denies the reoord' of the Book. 

You say, "There are many learned men who do that." 
Quite so! I know some men wha are professors and 
preachers wha do so. I will not mentian his name, but 
I could tell you of one of the most famaus preachers on 
tlhis Continent who says that the virgin birth 'Of Christ 
involves a biologicai1. miracl~ that is unthinkaJble to the 
modern mind. And I answer tJ'hat the denial a·f that vir
gin birth involves rhe denier in, and makes him subject 
to, the greatest delusion that can come upon the mind of 
man; 'for Jesus Christ is the trurtJh, and the Bibl€l is God's 
ward of truth, and to deny that is to deny everything that 
is fundamental Ito a true understandhlg 'Of anyllhiing; ta 
deny that is to leave the world without a Christ. Jesus 
Christ is either the God-man or else He is not a good 

man. He is either all that He said He was, 'Or He is the· 
greatest imposter who ever lived. He ~s either the su
preme, the ultimate, Revelation of God Himself, or else 
He is someone whose name aught for ever to be blotted 
out. 

But He is what He said He was. He is the Son of God. 
I humbly, and with. gratitude, confess that I want to be 
on His side. I want to stand with Him in the day when 
He "slhall be revealed fram heaven with his mighty 
angels, ,in flaming fire talcing vengeance on them that· . 
knaw not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ." . 

Are yau troubled when people laugh at you ta-day, and 
call you names? Somebody told .... me the ather day about 
some friends, who, wthen they ddscavered that this particu
lar person was a regular warshipper here, very charitably 
remarked, "Oh, only the scum go there." Can you stand 
that? Can you go withaut the camp bearing His re
proach? Can you aofford ta be laughed at? niocked at? 
per:se-ctlteid for yaur faith? 

"WhQ is a Har?" Are yau ? Come now, are you? Yau 
wha hear me aver the air, that is tlhe question of my 
text, "Wh<?' is a liar?" You men down there in Oswego, 
you 'falks om Hespeler, that dear brather who listens an 
the sly in Brantfard-gaod evening, sir; I greet you-who 

. is a liar? Not you, of course! You are too respectable 
for that! He is the man who denies the verities 'Of the 
faith, the essentials 'Of the gospel, na matter how 
respectable. 

Wha is the man 'Of truth? . The simple believer. 
They have a way 'Of s·aying things dawn South that I 
rather like. They have barrowed much from ,the 
negroes, a :bit 'Of music frani them, too. I have heard 
~ Souther?er s~y, "I take the Bible just 'Idke it is,"
Just take 1t at 1tS face value. Oh, you yating people, 
no .m~tt~r what anybady ~ay say, ~bide by the truth 
as 1t 1S 111 Jesus -Christ. Yau cannot deny Him with
out denying Gad. 

'What, then, oughf our attitude to be? Simply to 
receive Christ first 'Of all into 'Our awn hearts and 
lives, ta put Him first, ta make Him the Standard of 
life in everything, ,ta 'be attentive to every whisper 'Of 
the Spirit, ta every -principle of the Baak, ta bring 
the eve.nts of every day inta the light of the Scripture, 
ta view. life through the medium 'Of J eStls Christ. 
That is, ta knaw nothing, ·ta see nathing, except 
thraugh the medium of Jesus Christ. If you are 
Christ's man, if yau ar-e Christ's woman, if yau' are .' 
altogether His, it will nat matter when or how Anti- . 
christ comes. Then yau will be sure 'Of this, that all 
will be well in· the end. 

Da yau remember what 'Our brother, Dr. Stealey, 
'Of Oklahoma, told us? I was really jealaus 'Of that 
remark, becaU!~e I had thaugp.,t of it, but had never 
said it. Did you ever have ·anybody· get ahead of 
you? He said, "I am fand 'Of reading a gaod story. 
I begin, and get through a ·few chapters, and by and 
by the hera 'Of the tale gets inta a terrible :box. He 
is beset with diffi-culties and with enemies, and it 
seems certain that he is gaing to die. But I knaw 
he is not. I knaw very well that the authar would 
not wr~te that baak ta kj11 the hera in the fifth chap
ter. He will bring him thraugh all right-because 
I laaked at the end of the book! There are wedding' 
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bells in the last chapter I-and they will live happily 
ever after." 

It requires a little skill to un'ravel the story, !but we 
have a God Who does that not only in the individual 
life, but in the world. ·a.t large. It is a dark day. I 
know it is. We are like Paul· on shipboard: it is 
rather stormy. There ar·e not many stars-at least, 
not many of the right kind of stars. There are not 
very many stars shining in our day. It is difficult to 
find our way through the murk. I am not surprised 
·that some men should be sounding the fog-horn to 
keep themselves and others awake, and to keep every
body at sea alert. It is dark enough. As I turned 
to my Bible and read the chapter my brother read 
this evening, I said, That is a terrible chapter. That 
is the ·blackest day that ever was. But it is recorded 
in the Book in the life-story of the world. But do as 
you are in the habit of doing with a story book when 
you are impatient and cannot Wiait: turn over and 
read the last chap-ter of Revelation,' where there are 
no tears; and no pain, ·and no death, and no' night. 
Our God will 'bring that to ,pass. 

I may not know all about the intermediate pro
cess'es-I do not know. Arid if you will not be offend
ed with me for ,telling you, I do not believe you know 
either. Some people think ,they" do. But remember: 
in the first creation "lthe evening and the morning 
were the first day", and the second day, the third, and 
fourth, and fifth, and sixth, a.nd seventh. God moves 
from evening to morning. The Bible closes with a 
divine description of t~·e morning-land, from which 

all griefs and all shadows are forever banished, and 
I have no hope ,that that can ever 'be 'brought to pass 
by any other power than the power of God, and that, 
inseparable from that glorious consummation, is the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ "in power and great 
glory". 

Be of good cheer. Go baok ,to yom; toil in the 
morning like men and women"who have seen the King 
in His beauty, and have 'beheld Ithe Land that is very 
far off. While other people groan and grumb]e, see 
to it that YO\1r' mouth is continually filled with His 
praises. ' 

Is there 'an unsaved man here this evening? I 'bid 
you come to Christ. He is the only Saviour. His 
blood will cleanse you from all sin. Will you not· 
come? You who hear over the air, you come too. 
Let us ask His blessing. 

o Lord, teach us from Thy Word to be ever watch
ful, that as Thou dost reveal to us little by little Thy 
plans and purposes, and as we see them coming to 
:pass unmistakably as Thy Word foretells, may our 
faith be strengthened and established in the light of 
the events of the day! Make us true Christians. 
Make us stalwart in the faith. Help us in our daily 
task in the office or the shop to behave ourselves as 
those who are the children of God. Bless any who 
are unconve'rted. Oh, that every heart may be open
ed to the reception of Jesus Christ, that His name 
may 'be glorified! Hear us all, for we ask iI1: for Thy 
glory's sake, Amen. 

The· Mini"stry of the Ho,ly' S.pirit 
A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

F;ifteenth in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines of Grace. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street B'a:ptist Church, Tpronto, Thursday Evening, April 30th, 1931. 

(,Stenographically ~eported) 

Less'On Read: John 14:,1548; 1,s:7-11; Acts 1:4-8. 

.1 was to speak to you this evening on the subject of 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit, a very large subject 
that oould not possibly: be treated in one, or, indeed, 
in a good many addresses. I think for this evening 

"I will ·content myself with a mere outline of the 
Spirit's work, and then when we come to a study of 
the biblical doctrine of sanctification we may see 
there something more of the Spirit's operation in the 
believer's Hfe. 

There are to-day two extremes among professing 
Christian people. On one side ther:e are those -yvho 
deny the supernatural. in the Book, and as an element 
in Christian experience. The Christian religion is 
redu~ed to a mer,e system of ethics, a laborious striving . 
toward! the attainment of an ideal. There is a concept 
of Christianity from which the supernatural is ex
cluded. Then, on the 'Other hand, there are those who 
;beJi.eve in nothing 'but ,the supernatural. It is all 
supernatural.. The doctrine 'of the Holy. Spirit par
ticularly is carried to unreasonable extremes. 

It is important for us to know the teaching of Scrip
ture in respect to this matter, and to know that 

Christianity, while' it is super~atural in every aspect 
()If it, never does violence to the natural, to the laws 
which God has written in our own constitutions. 

I shall cover some familiar ground this evening, for 
the refreshment of your memori,es. 

I need not, surely, remind you of the dist~nctively 
Trinitarian p'Osition which recognizes in the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one 'God, three equal subsist
ences in one divine Personality; or, as it is more com
monly expressed, three Persons in One. The Holy 
Spirit is revealed in the Scripture as a divine P,er
sonality. All the qualities of personality are attrilbuted 
to Him. He is much more than a mere benevolent 
influence: with the Father and the Son, He is one God. 

The Holy~ Spirit was the agent in cr,eation: "The 
Spirit of 'God moved upon the face of the waters." 
The Holy Ghost was' the' Inspirer of the Holy Scrip
tures: "Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost." He· was ,also the Revealer of 

·.divine secrets to the prophets. There is a distinction 
between revelation and inspiration. Abraham received 
many revel'ations from God, but he was not inspired 
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to write any of those revelations. He himself pre
served no written record of the revelations which were 
communicated to ·him. 

Revelation has to db with that which God divinely 
discloses, that which He makes known to His people, 
which they could not dis·cover for themselves. Inspira
tion is that operation of the Spirit of God upon the 
minds 'Of men by .which they were moved ·to write the 
record of that which was revealed. So, while Abraham 
wrote nothing, neither did Isaac, nor Jacob, nor Jos'eph, 
God in due time moved Moses by the Holy Ghost to 
write .for our learning a record .of all that God had 
revealed to the patriar'chs. In .the doing .of that, the 
Holy Spiri.t must have' exercised His peculiar office 
of bringing to the remembrance of Moses that which 
had been formerly. rev·ealed to those who had pre'ceded 
him. But the Holy Ghost is at once the Rev-ealer of 
the substance of the Book, that is, the Revealer of the 
truth; and ·the Inspirer .of those who were moved to 
write a record of that which was revealed. 

Then, in some measure, the Holy Spirit dwelt in the 
lives of the Old Testament saints. The Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Samson. We read at a later time 
that "he wist not that the Lord was departed from 
him". When the Spirit of the Lord withdrew from 
.that mighty man he was weak as other men were. 

Y Ott will find many references in the Psalms, for 
instance, to the Holy Spirit. David prayed, notably in 
the fifty-third Psalm" "Take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me." So that even in OM Testament times the saints 
of God were su!bject to the ministry of the Holy Ghost. 

Our Lord Jesus was not as ·fully revealed in the Old 
Testa-ment as He is in the New,and yet y·ou will find 
Him in the Old Testament. He appears again and 
again as "the Angel Orf the ,covenant"._ He speaks ill 
the Old Testament. The Jehovah of the Old Toesta
ment is the Jesus of the New. But the New Testament 
era, the parenthesis in our Lord's life which we speak 
of as the Incarnation, was distinctively the em of the 
Son, whert God appeared among men, when Go~ was 
manifest in the flesh. 

I read to you how our Lor:d promised that He would 
return to the Father, and that He would' receive the 
promise from the Fa·ther: "Behold, I send the promise 
of my Pather upon you"; "It is expedient for you that 
I go away: f.or if I go not away, the Comforter will' 
not come un1!o you; but if I depart, I wilLs end him 
unto' you." So our Lord departed, and on the dav of 
Pentecost we read IQf the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
when the promise of the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
was 'Once and for all fulfilled to the early ,church. 

Let me pause here, however, to say what perhaps 
I shouM. have said a moment ago, that as the Holy 
Spirit was present in the Old Testament dispensation, 
so He was present in the life of our Lord. 'He was the 
Agent in the incarnation. At our Lord's bapti.sm He 
appeared in the form o·f a dove, lighting upon Him. 
Jesus Christ went up into the wilderness and was 
tempted of the devil, but He was, sustained by the 
power of the Spirit. It was also said that the Lord 
gave not the Spirit "'by measure" unto Him. So that 
the Spirit .of God, the Holy Ghos.t, was wIth the Son 
even as the Son and the Holy Ghost were ,ever with 
the Father, £or Jesus said, "The Father hath nDt left 
me alone; for I dlo always those things that please 

him." You 'see, therefore,.these three elements in the 
divine essence, these three distinct personalities-I 
think it was Joseph Cook who used the word "sub
sistences"-in the Godhead were nev,er separated ·the 
one lfrom the. other: Father; Son, and Holy: Ghost, were 
always one. 

. But there are, in the course 'Of the divine r.evelation, 
special, manifestatio~s of the Son ap,d of the Spirit. 
The Holy. ,Ghost came at Pentecost to take up His 
administrative work. He is represented in the New 
Testament as the Executive of the Godhead; He is 
the AdminIstrator of His church, and carries on the 
work of God in the believer's life. 

In the· first place, it is by the, power of the Holy GhDSt 
that sinners are made alive, that they are quickened; The 
Holy Ghost is the life-giving Spirit.. No one is saved by 
preaching. No one is saved merely by reading the Bi·ble, 
without the quickening of the Holy Spirit. No one 
is saved, or can be saved, by any sort of human effort. 
These are but agencies employed by the divine Agent, 
whether it be the preacher, or teacher, or the written 
word, or the truth of the written word in sermon or 
lesson; the quickening powe'r, the Agent incDnversion, 

. in regeneration, is the Holy Ghost. 
I think it was Henry Drummond who said that God 

had reserved a point at the genesis of life for His own 
direct appearance. He has delegated to no one else the 
power to give life: that is His prerDgative. When the 
soul dead in sins begins to live again it is because that 
soul has been quickened into life by the Holy Spirit. 
The miracles of the ~ncarnation, of the virgin !birth, of 
the resurreotion-each of which is ascribed in ,the Scrip
ture to the power of the Spirit of God---are repeated and 
combined in the personal experience of everyone who 
is born again. 

That which we are accustomed to speak of a:s con
version, sometimes as regeneration, is described alsD in 
the . Word as a new birth. We are begotten of God, 
and it is said that we are born of the. Spirit: "That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is Iborn of 
:the Spirit is spiriot. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ' 
Ye must be born again." We must be re-created, spirit
ual, men and women; a new IHe must :be imparted. "1£ 
any man be in Christ he is "-not only a new creature, 
ibut he is new creation, so made by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. So that the Holy Ghost ,is not only the 
Agent in the fitst creation, but also in the second crea
tion. His is the creative power by which dead souls are 
quickened into life. 

Then, the Holy Ghost is the. sustaining power. He 
dwells in the believer. "1£ a man have not the Spirit of 
God he is none of his." We all, if we are Chri'Stians, 
have the Holy Ghost resident within us. He· may not 
be recognized as He ought to be. We· may not obey 
Him as it IS at once our duty and our privilege to do; 
but if we are Christians, the Holy Ghost dwells within 
us~ and without Him there can be no spiritual life what
ever, for He 1S the living, the vital, principle as well as 
the living personality, dwelling in His people always. 
. Let me briefly explain the verses I read. His work 

in conversion is analyzed in the sixteenth chapter of 
John, and is s~id to be threefDld. He convinces the W'Orld 
of sin, and then that sin is defined-not theft, not un
truthfulness. not lechery, or artything of that sort. The 
Bible is 'Written 1n pregnant speech. The Lord can pack 
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a: ~olume, not into a sentence, but into a lSyllable. I once 
heard my father say, "The Lord is a great Packer. He 
can pack an oak into an acorn." Neither you nor I 
can do that. 

The Holy Spirit conv·inces us of sin, and t?~t ~n 
is the fundamental sin upon which all other Imql1lty 
rests. It is the cardinal sin upon which everything ~lse 
hinges; it ~s ~he mother-sin froI? which all ?t~~r sins 
issue: "Of sm, because they !belIeve not on me. You 
and I may persuade people t~at· it is wrong to stea~ or 
lie, but a good many people .thmk they ought to .~ gIVen 
the degree of Doctor of Phtlosophy ,beca~se they: refuse 
to believe. They make a virtue of theIr unbel~ef and 
plume themselves upop. their superiority; yet unbelief i,s 
the only thing that can shut the doors of heaven and 
open the doors of hell.. Th~ Holy Ghost has com~ to 
convince men that they are smners because they belIeve 
not on Christ. 

'IOf righteousness." Ah, nobod~ ~nows wh~t righteous
ness is. Were we to ask the op1mon of thIS congrega
tion this evening in respect to any course of conduct 
we might have as many opinions as we have. person.s. 
The difficulty is, we are without a standard of nghteous
nes.s. We are each a law unto himself in that respect. 

There is a popular theory that whatever the majority 
decide upon is right. I heard of a man once who used 
to travel with a pack on his back, selling what we should 
caJ11 in this country, -dry-goods. It was before one could 
find a store on every .comer, and before business was done 
by mail. He carried a pack on his back of calico, dress 
goods, and that sort of thing. So that he might not be 
too heavily laden he used his walkiing-stick for a measur
ing stick-and Vhe farther he travelled lihe shorter his 
yard became, for he was wearing off his stick aH the .time. 

The farther we travel the more our standards are re
duced, because our sense of the oughtness of things, of 
that which is riglit and r-ighteous, is. likely to !be dulled; 
and we become at last accustomed to shor.t measure. Our 
Lord said in effect, "When I am gone nobody will know 
what a righteous man ought to be. ·When I have ceased 
to be. manifest among men the world wi,ll be without a 
standard of righteousness; there will be no scales by 
which a man can weigh himself, no nol"'m by which he 
can compare himself and judge whether /he has fallen 
short of the glory of God or not. Therefore the Holy 
Ghost will come and convince lihe world, negatively, of 
sin, and then of righteousness, because I go unto My 
Father, and ye see me no more." The Holy Ghost is to 
give to our hearts and consciences a revelation of what 
we ought to be, a standard of l'ighteousness. 

"And of judgment." That verse ~s often quoted in 
prayer-meeting-and a good many people misquote it by 
saying, "and of· judgment to come." The text does not 
say that. The Holy Ghost has come to convince us of a 
judgment thai!: has come, not of a judgment to come. "Of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged." 
If there were two men, participants in the same crime, 
equally guilty or innocent, as the case might be, and they 
were both awaiilri.ng trial, and one man were tnied first 
and found guilty, aild condemned, the other would say, 
"That is What awaits me. I alp. as guilty' as he. I did 
exactly the same thing he did. I am subject to the same 
law as he is. If he is judged and condemned, I shall be 
judged and condemned too." 

The Holy Ghost shows us ourselves judgt:d and con
demned at the iCrOSS where God's ·wrath is poured upon 
sinners, and where !l:he prince of th~s world is judged. 
You remember our Lord's saying, "Now is the judgment 
of this world: now shall the prince of this worl-d be cast 
out." At the Cross that was effected. The Holy G:host 
comes to do His work in ,the hearts and cons-ciences of 
men, convincing them of sin, because they "elieve not 
on Christ; of rigthteousness, because they have no one 
hy whom to measure themselves any more! He says, 
Stand up beside that. He shows that we are short meas
ure; of judgment, showing us to have been judged and 
condemned .at the place of a skull. 

That is a simple analysis of the work of the Holy Spirit 
in regeneratiion. Lt is ·conversion, regeneration, resolved 
into its elements. 

And now you will see what I meant a moment ago when 
I ~aid there are people Who would reduce the Christian 
religion to a merely natural piane, and that there are 
others who would make it whoLly supernatural. What the 
Holy Ghost 'comes to do is to spiritualize the natural. It 
is supernatural, but in that process of regenerat,ion, con
vincing the world of sin and righteousness and judgment, 
He so oper3ltes upon the minds of people tthat their judg
ment beconies ·active and their consciences quickened, and 
the man responds,· apparently spontaneously, as though 
he were co-operating with the Holy Ghost, when, as a 
matter of .fact, the Holy Ghost is enlightening the min.d, 
and engagmg the affection, and energizing the will. 

T.he man says, "I saw that I was a ~nner, and I re
pented." No! No! "Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be·a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Israel, and forgiveness of sins." That is how He givt:s. 
repentance, 'by showing us ,that we. are sinners. We do 
repent, but only through His work. 

So of the mind and of the will-of all the faculties of 
the ,complete man. The Holy Ghost comes and makes 
them all alive, and they operate on God's side ,instead of 
against God. That is regeneration. 

Then He dwells in the believer. "Howbeit when he, t.he 
Spirit of truth, is come, he win gtl~de you," into all the 
truth. He comes thus to dwell with4n us. 

Let me pause a moment to speak of that great outpour
ing, that effusion, of the Holy Ghost Dn the day of Pente
cost. Our Lord promised that the disciples would be 
"baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence". I 
wish we could see this clearly. I wDuld not strive about 
words to no profit, not be pedantic in censuring people 
who use words unwisely; !but I cannot see that it is ever 
appropriate that a1J.Y of us should ask to be "baptized" 
with the Holy Ghost. ''In one Spirit we are all ba.ptized 
into one body." The promise of the haptism of the Ho'ly 
Ghost was fulf.illed on the day of Pentecost. When the 
gospel was prea'dhed to the Gentiles, and they were led to. 
repentance, in signifi'cation 0-£ the divine acceptance of 
the Gentiles, when Peter went to Cornelius, as he later 
declared,. "The Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at· the 
~ginn'ing." . He identified that with the -baptism of the 
Spiri!l:, for he remembered that it was said, "Ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghos't." Nowhere, later !in the 
Acts, or in the epistles, WliU you find any apostolic 
prea,cher, or any of the New Testament writers, com
manding or exhorting anybody to 'be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost. 

( 
/' 
\ .1 



May 14, 1931 THE GOSPEL WITNESS " (797) 9 

The haptism of 'the Holy Ghost was for the whole to the naturalistic plane,' or whether by the teaching 
body of God's elect, and once and for all at Pentecost the that the supernatural may be super-imposed by the 
Holy Spirit came; and He does now albide in the heart divine will upon the human will so that we 'become 
of every believer. nothing but automatons. . . 

You say, "Many people who profess to be Ohristians God is always sovereign. But the idea that God' 
do not act as though they 'Were spiritual men." Quite ever dispenses with my reason, my judgment, my 
true I No doubt many people who profess to be Christ- memory, my will, and super-imposes HimseLf upon me, 
ians are not, and .many who are Christians sometimes and makes me a mere puppet in His hands is erroneous. 
behave as though they were not. I have seen a 1itt~e boy There is nothing in the Scripture to justiify that view . 

. who comes from a good jamily, whose parents are well-to- People speak about being "led",-"I am not led to 
do, and who 'couId well afford to keep him spick and do ,so-and-so.'" Therefore they sit down until they are 
span, go out and play with little street urchins, and be~ _ led, as though the- Lord may be expected to come and 
come as black as any of them. But he 'Was not the same. by some supernatural revelation tak;e them out of 
He belonged in another sphere. Thus the Lord's :chlildren themselves until they see and do something that is 
may soil their garments.' quite beyond their .own understanding. God leads us 

If y~)U are a Christi'an you have wi,thin you, by God's by His Spirit, but He leads us through a legitimate 
sovereign grace, all the potentJialities which will make you spiritual eX!ercise of an enlightened intelligence, 
the perfect saint God designs you shalll be. vVe are ad- through the energizing of our surrendered wills. He 
monished to be "filled with the Spirit". We do not need always respects the powers with which He has en
to. pray for fresh air in tliis building. What a stupid dowed us, and works through us by securing their 
thing that 'Wott'ld be, would it not ?-"Lord, fm this place cooperation with His divine plan and purpose. 
with fresh arr." All we need to do is to open the win- How won~erful it .. is! That, alter all, is the simple 
dows and the air will come in. lesson of thiS evenmg: We have not an a'hsentee 

The Spir~! of ~od is albiding wi,th His-people. Oh, the. Saviour, [or Jesus s~id, "I will not ,!eav~ you comifort
tr;a~ed~ o,f It I-If y:ou and I are not being used as the ~ess (orphans) : I Will com~ to you. Did you ever go 
?l"\~lne mstruments, If we are not growling as Christians, mto a ho~e where th.er: was. no mothe~? and where 
~~ .IS not because of any straitness ,in God, for He has .father. has J us~ b~en laid m the casket, or m the grave? 
gIV~? unto uS,~ll things that pertain unto ~ife and godli- The httle children are there, but they do. not know 

ness . He has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in :what ~o do or where to go. They are children, b~t 
heav~nly places in Oh~ist Jesus." He has given us a light ~hey are orpha?s, ~he'y are ,~eft alone. -Our Lord said 

. that .IS adequate to our fuN and complete illumination at m effect to HIS dls·clple.s, I know how. you d~p('.nd 
l~st m re~pect ,to the divine purpose ~n our lives. He has u~on .me, t~erefore I ,wIll n~t .le~~e Y'~u alone. .In 
given. us 111 the Word the "exceeding great and precious H~s h~gh pnestly pray'er He s~ld, WhIle I was With 
promIses: t~at ·by these ye might be partakers of the divine them In the world, I kept them 111 thy name: t~ose that 
nature, haVing escaped the corruption that is in th ld thou gavest me I have kept, and none Qf them IS lost .. 
through lust." He has made every necessar .e 'Y<?r Holy Father, keep thro'ug-h ·thine own name .those 

d 't' f' y Plovlslon, h th h' " ---an I IS. or Us to yIeld ourselves to the HoI Gh t d ~ om ou ast given me. 
to permIt ourselves to be used. y os, an Our Lord knew that His disciples had depended 
. ~n our s~udy 'o·f .sanctification-it is a larg,e subject, upon Hi~ .. I s~ppos~ during- those three years it had 
It IS a sUbJ.ect which I fear is greatly misunderstood, . become 'mstInctl\~e With everyone of .them upon each 
and ~ome~lmes grotesquely trea,ted, the subject of and ~v~ry occasIOn .to go and te~l .Tesus. Wha~ 'a 
sa?~tIficatIon-"Y·e shall 'find that it is the process of beautL!,ul word that IS: when th~, diSCiples had buned 
spIrItual educatIon; it. describes what God the Holy John. they came and told Jesus. 
Ghos~ ~oes fO.r the princes of glory. Born to a high Dr. Keir,stead told me that he once heard Dr. Joseph 
VocatIOn, destmed at last to judg.e angels, we ought to Parker preach on that text. "And they came and told 
'become thorQ~'ghly educated in ,9ivine things, and to Jesus." They had been to a funeral, they had buried 
kno",:" ~omet.htng, 'by God's communications to us,"Of their master, their great tea·cher, ·and the world was 
the dlVme mlnd,~and all that is included in the process empty-and "they came and' told Jes.us". Dr. Keir
called san~tification. But we will leav.e that for all- stead said he could never 'forget Dr. Parker's dosing 
other evenmg.. word. Alfter he had spoken at length of the privilege 

The Holy Spirit dwells within us in order that He of telling Him everything. of going to Him always, he 
ma! enable us to understand the mind of God and concluded his sermon like this: "And they went and 
del!berately to c~oo~~ the w.ill of God, and then V:olun- . told Jesus-and discovered they had told God". 
tartly to do God s Will, haVing chosen the better part. Is it not a great privileg·e to be able to talk to God? 

The temptati011: ~n the other direction is to assume The disciples had depended upon him, and He said, 
that the Holy SPIrIt has come to nullify, to negative, "Now I go my way to him that sent me .. ·but be·cause 
to make unnecessary, all human efflQ·rt. We may be- I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled 
come authorities over night! Some littl·e boy or girl your heart. You will have no one to depend upon 
of a. few months' experience. of divine grace-let us after I am gone. Th.ere will be no one to whom you 
chantably assume. they hav·e It-suddenly heco.mes an can tell your sormw, nobody to help you after I am , 
e~pert, an. authon.ty, a?d ,~alks about when they "ob- gone,~so you think. Nevertheless I 'tell you the 
tamed theIr sanctIficatIon I Oh, the crass ignorance truth: It is expedient for you that I go away; for if ""-----
tha~ a'bounds to-day I I sometimes wonder where the I go not- away, the Comforter will not come unto you 
d.evll does the deadliest wC!rk: whether by his ·denial (the Paraclete, the One Who comes to stand by); but 
of the supernatural, and hIS reductio~ of everything iif I depart, I will send him unto you.".....;"I will 'not 
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l,eave you orphans; I will come to you." And he did 
come to His disdpies again, in the person of the Holy 
Ghost. . 

While we believe the Bible, and rejoice in its 
promises, and through the medium of this divine 
revelati,on look into the future and rejoice in the pros-· 
pect before us, yet it is our present 'Co.mfo~ tbat we 
are no't alone. He has come to us; He IS with us; He 
will Ibe with us as we pray, when we praise, when 
we are in temptation, and when we are almost 'beside 
ourselve,s with some 'excessive joy-whatever our ex
perience we have a Saviour Who is with us. The 
Holy Ghost is with us. 

That, dear friends, is the lost note in the modern 
church. It is as though the power had been cut off. 
The ,first Sunday I prea'ched in this church, nearly 
twenty-one years ago, there was a severe' thunder
storm, and the electric lights went out. There wefle a 
few gas jets in the building; we had a dim religious 
light, enough to make the darkness visible. The gas 
jets were lighted in substitution for 'the electric light. 
That i,s what the modern church is doing, cutting off 
or ignoring the divine power, and lighting their little 
oandles,-and thev are not even "dips", haU of them,
as though the ,church were engaged in an aft,ernoon 
bridge party. " ' . 

Individually and collectively we must do what we 
do by the power of God. He has not left us alone: He 
has. come to us. 

CHEER UP, BROTHER! DON'T DO IT! 
For the encouragement of pastors in general we pub-. 

lish herewith a little clipiping from one of the Toronto 
papers, credited to The Renfrew Mercury. The writer 
is evidently an observing man: 

HE HANGED HIMSELF 
From The Renfrew Mercury 

The NatioJli8;l Editorial A:SIS'ociaotion's 'Bulletin s·a.ys that a 
young man dOIwn easot hang,ed ihdmself lbeea·use some people 
found' fauIt with Mm, oIbserves an exchange. Sholllid this 
praeffie.e become general, the trees !Would lbe full of preachers, 
schooL te'achers, doctors and ed·itors. The pTeaCher, teacher, 
doetor or edi:tor with 'Whom. nJO!body fi.·nds faUJlt ought to hang 
himself, beea.use he is dead' and. doesn't iknlOlW it. 

TWO ANNIVERSARIES 
We wonder Whether our friends will regard us as 

being too personal if for once we write a little about 
Jarvis Street Church and The Gospel Witness?' We 
are writing. the evening of May 13th. To-morrow we 
shall. hold our Seminary Graduation Exercises, and that 
day (May 14th) will mark the completion by this wr,iter 
of twenty-one years in the pastorate of Jarvis Street 
Ohurch. We assumed the pastorate May 15th, 1910. 

The years have been fiUed with much joy, and not a 
little sorrow. Through no choice of our own, we have 
been thrust into severa] severe conflicts; but the Lord 
has :brought us safely through. 

During the twenty-one years 1~381 members have 
been added to the church !by letter, 626 by expel"ience, 
and 2,063 by baptism, a total of 4,070, an avemge of 
194 per year for the twenty-one years. But of the total 
for twenty-one years there have been added during the 
last ten years, or since our great church revolution: by 
letter, 604; by experience, 5~5; by baptism, 1,618; a 
total of 2,737, an average of 273 per year. 

The year's revenue twenty-one years ago was between 
$f!5,OOO and $30,000. The year Just cl?sed, ten years. 
after "all the wealth" had withdrawn, It amounted to 
$86,081.02. Only just now d~d it occur t6 us to w:ite 
a note about this anniversary, and we have not tIme 
to go back over our records to give the tota} amount of 
money raised for the twenty-one years. It IS enough to 
say that we gratefuHy acknowledge the goodness of God 
through aliI ,these years, and we give all glory to Him 
for whatever good has been accomplnshed. 

We ought to add that the Sunday School twenty-one' 
years ago averaged 195 per Sunday, and increased during 
the first ten years until it reached an average of about 
300. Then came the revolution, and a great redu~ti<?n,. 
and the ,introduction of a morning Sunday School, m
spired by a new spi1"it, with the resuit that the average 
attendance for th~ year ending March 31st was 1,273. 

"The Gospel Witness" Nine Years Old. 
Wi,th this .issue of the paper, The Gospel Witness com

pletes nine years of publication. yve bega~ wit?out a 
'cent of capital-and have so contmued until thiS day. 
The Editor ·began his editorial work 'wi,thout a salary-:
and he has gone on from nothing 'to nothing until now! 
On the other hand, he found great delight in preparing 
the first modes.t issue of the paper, and has found an 
increasing joy in editing every subsequent issue. . 

The Gospel Witness has done some deep plowing, some 
heavy bombarding, and occasionally a bit of sharp shoot
ing; and even our critics will bear witness that they have 
not alI been "duds". . 

The paper 'began as an enlargement of the chuI"Ch 
calendar for local circula,tion, and without advertising 
has spread itself over the earth to about sixty different 
countries. Thousands of ministers and missionaries have 
been, and still are, numbered among its regular readers. 

In the nine years it 'ha.s publ~shed 483 of the Editor's 
sermons, not counting many weeks when ~t has published 
two addresses, so that approXlimately five hundred ser
mons have 'been ipublished. We have to plead guilty to 
most of them being long metre-a little longer than the 
average sermon 'of today. If these 500 sermons were 
put together in book form, tw€lve.,qf them would make 
'an ordinary volume of sermons sumas is published to
day. Were they aU ,thus issued, they would make 041 
volumes, or a little over a volume every three months. 
If the edito1"ial articles were published in the same fonn 
it would add many more volumes' to the totaL 

During the years The Gospel Witness has been cor
dially dijsliked by some people, and greatly loved by 
others. It has engaged in controversy, it is true, but its 
chief misssion. has. been to give a clear gospel testimony. 
We have heard of ,its messa-ges being translated into 
other tongues. vVe have heard of its messages being 
blessed to many lonely missionaries, and in some in
stances of its being actually used by them, and then by 
their native workers in other tongues. Only last week 
a lady handed us a Iletter from the veteran missionary 
of the .congo, Rev. Thos. Moody, in which he said he 
had read one of the sermons to his prayer-meeting the 
week before. One brother writes this week that he has 
thirty-two names on his mailing list to whom he sends" 
The Witness in turn. One gentleman in Australia sent 
1;1S a ,cheque some months ago for $200,--$146.00 was 
~or seventy-three subscriptions, and the balance a con
tribution to The Gospel Witness Fund. Sermons and 
editorials and other articles are frequently quoted by 
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other PaJPer:s,' so that The Gospel Witness .ihas become 
pretty widely known throughout the world. 

Our largest edition of a single issue numbered seventy
five thousand, and that ,issue :was three :times the ordinary 
size, or equivalent to two hundred.and twenty~five thous
and copies of this week's paper. One notable Issue of the 
paper was that whi·ch carried the ~eport of the Nort~~~ 
Convention at Washington, D.C., In 1926. That edItIon 
exceeded in number the combined circulations of The 
Watchman-Examiner, of New York, and The Baptist, 
of Ohicago; anq was the first reliigious paper on the 
Continent to publish an account of that Convention. 

Perhaps the issue that involved the greatest amount 
of labour was that which was known as the '''Ichabod'' 
Number, following the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec held in First Ave. Baptist Ohurch, Toronto, 
1926. (Vol. V, No. 26, Whole No. 236, Nov. 4, 1926). 
At that time the size of the sheet was exactly half the 
vresent size. By taking this paper and folding -it in two 
be reader will have the exact shape of that paper. That 
issue contained one hundred an.d seventy-six pages. There 
was a great deal of quoted matter in it, including a ver
batim report of a debate which lasted from eleven one 
morning until two-thirty the next. All the quoted matter 
was in 8-'point type, and the comments in lo-point. It 
was a difficult job, but was rapidly produced; and for 
that issue the Editor worked at his desk conti.nuous1y 
for thirty hours, not leaving either for sleep or food. 

The nine years have passed quickly. It has taken many 
thousands of dollars to maintain the paper, yet, having 
dbtained help of God, we continue unto this day. 

All thi's has been carried on in connection with the 
pastorate of a great church, and a great arid growing 
Sunday S,choo1; and, for the last five years, a theological 
seminary beside; and thrown into the time, for two years 
the care and financing of a university, involving in the 
two years (June 1927-29) not less. than eighty thousand 
miles of travel. For the ni~e years---and one year before 
-4he Editor',s only vacation was a hurried trip to Eng
land late in Septem'ber, 1928, returning the first week 
in November. . 

We' have written these simple facts to show that 
the last twenty-one years, and particularly the last ten, 
have had for us few idle hours. We' are happy to record 
that ·we have, heard of numberless cases of conversion 
and . restoration through the' influence of The Gospel 
Witness,· and from not a few quarters ministerial breth
ren have been good enough to write and tell us it has 
proved to them as iron in the blood. 

God· willing, we shat1 begin the tenth volume next 
week, with the determination as the Lord may give us· 
strength and ability to make The Gospel Witness more 
serviceable in the future than hlitherto. 

How would it be for those who have received a bless
ing through its pages to send The Gospel Witness Fund 
a birthday present? Like Oliver Twist, it always wants 
some morel 

HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS. 
The Gospel Witness extends hearty congratulations 

to the beIoved veteran of the Cross, Rev. D: ,G. Mac
donald, of Vancouer, B:C., who celebrated ·his eighty: 
eighth birthday by :preaching at the 'morning service 
of Broadway West Baptist Church, February 15th 
last. By some means notice of this escaped our ob~r
vation until to-day. 

It has been our pleasure to meet Brother M3Jcdona1d 
a number of times in the West, and to have the most 
delightful fellowship with him. When but a youth ~e 
remember seeing him when he was Pastor of On.tano 
Street Baptist Church, Stra:tford-just long enough 
ago to throw a certain vagueness around the exact 
number of years. 

Mr. Macdonald has maintained h~s intense spiritual 
passi011 throughout the years, ~nd ,!hen we sa~. him 
last we found him the same graclQus, In:tensely spmtua1 
minister of Christ whose genuinenes~ 1mpres~ed us so 
much now many years a'go. 

Brother Macdonald is the father of our Regular Bap
tists in British Columbia. His pr·aise is in all the 
churches. Weare sure no Baptist .in British Co1umhia 
would be jealous were we to describe him as the best 
loved Baptist in that great provnnce. . The Gospel Wit
ness and Jarvis Street Churcli, and, witihout receiving 
'a panticular commission to say so, we venture to add, 
our Regular Baptist brotherhopd of Onta~io and qu~
'bee send our veteran champion of the fa'lth hearttest 
gre~tings. Brother Macdonald still has a good innings 
ahead of him should he live ,to the age of the saintly 
Presbyterian divine, Dr. W. T. McMullen, of Wood~ 
stock, who has passed the 'century mark. . 

The following excerpt has been forwarded us, and 
we presume it is from The B.C. Baptist. . 

"On Sunday, 15th February, our beloved and veteran 
brother, Rev. D. G. Macdonald, the Pastor-Emeritus' 
0.£ Broadway \Vest Church, celebrated.his 88th ;birth~ 
day by preaching ·at the morning service. Our brother's 
testimony to the goodness of :the Lord through more 
than 60 years of Christian life and service was very 
inspiring, and we were all helped Iby his earnest exhor
tation to "trust in the Lord wn.th all thy heart, and 
lean not to thine own understanding. In alll1:hy ways 
acknowledge Him, 'and He shall direct thy pal1:hs." 

"W.e would like all the readers of our p3lper to re
memiber Brother Macdonald in prayer, and to give 
thanks to God for His grace so richly manifested in his 
life. Our -brother has preached the Gospel in eight pro
vinces of the Dominion, also in four of the Almerican 
states; and has had a share in the 'est3JMishing of a num- . 
ber of Baptist chuflches in Canada right '3.10ng from 
EaSit to West, also in the erection of church buildings. 
He has heen honored Iby the Regular Haptists of British 
Co1um1bia -by being made a life-member of the Conven
tion, of which he was unanimously ,elected the ,first 
pr~sident,. filling that office 1927-1928. We give this 
information as we think that many friends, especially 
those in Eastern 'Canada, will be glad to have word 
concerning brother Macdonald." 

RADIQ LETI'ERS. 

"Dear Sir: 
,Hiar.risvillJe, W. Va., April l!3th. 

F·or severaJ. .sundaY' evenings· IIDY' Ihusbandanld I halVe been 
enjo~ing. your worship ·over the air. Usually it comes in 
Ye7., clear even away d'own: here; and it surely seems to w! 
to ring true'. We thank our Fathu- for ~u sermons, and 
alSIO f.or the wonderful music and 'W'Ol'Shojp in song. "'---_ .. 

Am. enclosing .one dollar and :woulld like The Gospel Witness. 
Would it !be possible to send us the Easter sermO'J!" and also 
'the .one given :J.ast ndght? Hope to send 'YOu more iIl!Ioney 
later; and we. will enjoy ·hav.ing the sermons to read again 
and again." 
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"Dear ,Sir: 
,st. John's, 'P.Q., April 13th. 

Being OOle of the many who may have ~ls:tened-in Ito Y'Our 
regular Sunday eVTeDJing bl"oadlcast of April 12th, I am desir
ous OI! receiving a copy. of The Gospel Witness which contai.ns 
this ·broadcast. 

:Sul"ely this' mes.sage Ihas been a 'S01lTce of he1Jp· and bless ... 
ing to many. . And' we trus,t that the Lord may use the mes
sagie, spoken in such tOILeS ,of I,ove, m, the sal'VIation of many 
precioulS 'souls, who 'are as yet in dal"lmess." 

"Radio Station, C'KGW. 
To aH in Authority: 

AltoOlll'a, Pa., April 12th. 

I have just li'stened to as' much of the service from the 
~aptist .church -in Y'Our . .city as' I could get, "~vhiCh was t~
rlbly br·oken up ,by the Interference from 'station ·WIJW, Cln-
cinnatti. • _ 

I have reso'lved to a:bstain fl"om the 'slHCalled' innocent 
pleasures which might 1be the caU&e' ,of the dCYWtnfall of some 
innocellJot S()uI for whom 'Christ died. I have ,often listened. to 
your ,service, 'and! have 'been ,greatly !benefited; hut to-night's 
service hais, deeply impressed 'and lilWJakened me along these 
Hnes', regarding being OUT bl"other's' kieeper." 

"Dear DT. Shields: 
Ontario, N.Y., April l'6th. 

I listened with ,interest to your radio service l'ast Su.nday 
evening. We need more such semnons to awa;ken peo.ple to 
their l"espons·Ebilities as Chr1stians." 

"Dear ,sir: 
MiiJton, Ont., Arpril 15th. 

wm you p~ease send me a C()py of the S1emnon you p,reached 
last Sunday evening on dan,cing 'Imd lCaM p~ay.ing, picture 
shows, anp' theatres. I wish more of the preaclJel"S !Would 
pl1each against those things th'at oIlIl"e teadi·ng people aSJtray." 

"Dear DT. Shields: 
W elland, Ont., Aalril l'3th. 

Enlclosed pleas'e find $2.00 8ISI a s,mall contriibution to Y'Our 
radio fuIlid'. I would IIIp;preciate very muoh if Y10U' would, m'&il 
me a :lie!W copies of The Gospel Witnes8, say a. dozen, contain
ing your sermon on worldly 'amusements. I wish to mail, or 
hand, a COipY to same worldly 'Ohrisltians'." 

"Dear Sir: . 
Peterooro, Ont., April lath. 

We Hsten-in ev-ery ,Sunday, and get ',g.reat blessing from 
your messa,g~. We would be p~eased' to have your message 
of ;Sunday evening in pr:int. We a:lIwllJYs l"ermem'ber you and 
yQUr work in our prayers, and maY' 'God:'a richest blessing . 
r-est ·upon Y'OU, and the seed you s'dw." 

"Dear Pastor: 
MountOllIls'V'ilJie, Pa., AprH 14th. 

Tuning i'n ,on the radio we .got your 'church ,sunday night .. 
My husiband ,and I are Baptists~ WeW'e'l'e very hungry ftlr a 
good! sound talk, and :We did get it. Pen can not 'write o.f how 
mUlClh we did enjoy It. I ;want to congratulate 'You on not 
,being -afraid to prea:ch the ,gospel ,in a !Way that it cuts its 
waY' through." • 

"Dear nr. Shields: 
Dunnville, Ont., Alpll'il 12th. 

The ,great God ·and His 'Son, Jesus, bless, 'You. What a ser
mon! It is what is needed! t!H:lay. Oh, if more preachers 
WiOU.J1d cut the cards !and' dancin.g out .oil the chureh. If they 
loved Jesus they ,wou,M do Boo. I JWish it 1W'el"e in all the 
papers. I was prayIn.g hard all the time with Y'OU and your 
chureh. r pray everY' Sunday that the next :will be the ,best 
ever in the church, and over the air. ,God ,bless' you all!" 

"Dear Dr. Shields: 
:Peterool"o, Ont., April l"7th. 

I have 'been unable to attend church ISIerv:ice for some 
monfths owing to an accident. I want to 1leIl.lY'ou of the great 
blessing received over the radio, by Listening to your sermon. 
I W!aS very much inspired: by the ,sermon you preached laSJt 

• - Sunday evening, 'and :wou.J.d riJlre to receive a copy i()f The 
Gospel Witness." 

Saxtons iRiver, April l.r8tJh.. 
"Dear ,sir: 

.A!bout 'Ohristmas time !We ,pu'l'Chasedi a rad,io. Since that 

we have listened to your hroadeaat&l fMRT Sunday eveniDl 
I am not able to attend our evening services on account oi 
welilk eyIes. I have receirved great help and! ,inspiration fJ."orm 
y,our services." 

Kingfield, Me., April 14th. 
"DeBiT Brother in Christ: 

How we.praise God ctlor ~our S'eTmoll:Sl hroadea.sted! Sunday 
evemngs, and fOir the 'dear ones who oome back to the Lore." 

'Sp1'lingdale, 'Conn., April 17th. 
"My Dear Sir: 

'I did, not ,get YOUT nam'e ,over the radio, !but was' much 
interested! in your 'sermon ias:t Sunday evemng, ,the 12th. I 
am in hearty sympathy with your attitude 'and teaching. Am 
,glad! 1S0000e fe!W, at least, are taking such a fimn scriptural 
stanld. Will you kindly maiI me several copies of the ser
mon. Wcmld .gladly pay for them if I ooul~ Know, what the 
price is." 

Goboung, Ont., April 20th. 
"Dear DT. Shields: 

Please find enclo.sed! money orde'r ilor five doHars with our 
thanks ilor 'blessings received' through' Y'our miniis'try over 
the air." 

BellJ.eviHe, Ont., March loSth. 
"Dear 'sir: 

Enclosed YJOU win please fiflAlonre doIlar as our radio thanik
offering to y:ou.r chu,rch. We :listeD to J'01D' services ilIIe8I1'lf 
every Sunday evemng; a.nd sin,C6 we have all attend·ed' YOUl 
service in person ,at diiifel"ent tianes, We appreci!ate them sloightl'Y 
more',and: el!lj,oy tbem greatly. Woe have heard of many who 
do not 'attend' church oSe'l"Vi.ces wbo l,rsten' to y,our ,broadcast." 

FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE F.B.Y.P.A. 
WOonSTOCK, MAY 25TH, 1931. . 

Programme 
, 

"For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in Heaven." 
Psalm 119 :8g, 

Entertaining Chureh ................ Oxford St. Baptist 
Conference Building ............ ,..... Knox Presbyterian 
Leader of Singing .. , .. , .............. Mr. F. Bell, Toronto 

Mr. and Mrs. Lacey, of the Cleveland Colored 
Quintette, will sing at each session. 

10.00 a.m. 
10.30 a.m. 

10.45 a.m. 

11.00 a.m. 
11.15 a.m. 
11.45 a.m. 

12.15 a.m. 

Programme 
Morning Session 

Song Service. 
Devotional Exereises-Mr. T. E. Harley, 
Barrie. . 

Addresses of Welcome - Mr. George Tait, 
Woodstock, Rev. J. H. Peer, Woodstock. 
Reply-Mr. Norman Duncan, Hamilton. 
Announcements, Music and Offering. 
Address-:--Rev. A. J. Lewis, Kitchener. 
Quiet Half-Hour - Rev. T. E. Summers, 
Hespeler. 
Adjournment. 

Afternoon Session 
2.00 p.m. Song Service. 
2.30 p.m. Devotional Exercises - Rev. A. J. Loveday, 

Boston. 
2.45 p.m. Announcements, Music and Offering. 
3.00 p.m. Presidential Address-Rev. J. F. Holliday, 

Toronto. 
3.30 p.m. Reports-Annual, Summer Bible Conference. 
4.30 p.m. Adjournment. 

Evening Session 
7.00 p.m. Song Service. 
7.30 p.m. Announcements, Music and Offering . 
7.45 p.m. Introduction of New Officers, Summer Bible 

Conference. 
8.15 p.m. Address-Dr. Albert G~ Johnson, PastOf' ol 

Temple Baptist Church, Detroit. . 
All Sessions of the Conference are on Standard Time • 

I 
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Lesson. 22 May 31s~ 1931 
SECOND QUARTER. 

THE EXCUSES OF MOSES. 
Lesson Text: Exodus, chapter 4. 
Golden Text: "And the Lord said unto 

him, Who hath made man's mouth? 
or who maketh the dumb, or deaf,. 
or the seeing, or the blind? have 
not I the Lord?" (v. 11). 

I. THE FiRST DIFFICULTY, (vs. 
1-9). 

fhe nature of the mffiealty, (v. 1) 
"And Moses answered and said, But be
hold, they will not believe ~e, nor 
hearken unt() my voice: for they will say, 
The' Lord hath not appeared unto thee". 
As far as may ·be gathered from the 
record, the -Lord had not appeared unto 
any Israelite for ove'r four hundred 
years, therefore the statement of Moses 
seems to set f()rth a r·eal difficulty. The 
people w.ould not beHeve him, and if 
such would be their attitude it was.use
less to send him to them. The difficulty 
seemed gr,eat, but Moses was yet to 
learn that n()thing was too great for 
God. Under the presentation of the 
difficulty there is manifested an unwill
ingness to go on this miss-ion, and this 
spirit is seen in the further conversation 
with ·God. ~When such unwillingness is 
present, it is remarkable how easily 
difficulties vanish when we really desire 
to do s-ome particular thing. It must 
al'8o 'be r·emembered that when God 
sends anyone on a mission, He knows 
all about the difficulties, and has made 
provision f(lr overooming them. Note 
the necessity f()r the surrendered will, 
and implicit trust in God. 

The answer of God, (vs. 2-9). 'l~he 
unwilling attitude of Moses was prob
ably due to timidity, and the Lord deals 
with bam mos.t graciously In order to 
enoourage him, and give Divine attes'ta
tion to his mission before the people, He' 
furnished him with three sighs. The 
first sign r'elated to the staff which 

.Voses carried in his hand, (vs. 2-5), 
Nhich -being thrown upon the ground, 
became a serpent, and then being grasp
ed by the tail it returned to its former 
oondition. The second sign related to 
the hand which grasped the staff, (Vs. 
6, 7), which, becoming leprous, was re
s~o,red to its former state, in both cases 
by -be·ing thrust into the bosom. These 
two signs were wrought at the time of 
the call, the third was to be perfQrmed 
in Egypt, power .being given to Moses 
to ta'ke of the water ()f the Nile, pour 
it on the dry land, and turn it into 
blood, (vs. 8, 9). By these signs, 
wrought' by supernatural power, the 
people would be convinced o-f the divine 
authority of his mis'si<lD, and Moses him
self would have increased confidence in 
the performance ,of the duties assigned 
him. Note God's power herein display
ed, over the lower creation, ()ver disease, 
and over the forces of nature. He is 
the Omnipotent One, and in Him His 
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of obedience should be explained and 
emphasized. 

The attitude of (rl,d, (vs. 14-17). The 
Lord had Ibeen very patient with Moses, 
and had sought to rem()ve ,each difficulty 

II. THE SECOND DIFFICULTY, in the way of his service, Ibut on his 
(Vs. 10 .. ,12). ,clear refusal to ·obey His anger was 

servants are able to do all things, (Phil. 
4:,13). Note also present day evidences 
cxf the divine favour in relation to the 
servants of ·God. 

The qature of the difficulty, (v. 10). kindled against him. He might have 
The signs recorded in the previous smitten Moses, but cO'ntinuing to show 
verses ought to have been sufficient to mercy toward him, -He set forth a plan 
assure Moses of the success of his mig,... to aid! him, "And he s'aid, Is n()t Aaron 
si()n, 'but there was still an unwilling- the Levite thy brother? And also be
ness to obey. AnO'ther difficulty is ad- hold, he cometh fO'rth to meet thee; and 
vanced as a reaS()n for not complying when he seeth thee he will be glad in 
with the command. He said unto the his heart", (v. 14). The Lo,rd would 
Lord, "0 my Lord, I am not el()quent, have given ,M'oses the gift of faith, but 
neither heretofore, nor since t~ou hast since he had manifested such unwilling
spO'ken unto thy servant; Ibut I am sl{)w ness to oomply with the divine Command, 
of speech, and of 'a sl()w tongue." He another plan had to be put in operatiO'n. 
does not doubt ·God's power, but he lacks Aaron, the older brother, (7:7) is to' be 
faith in his own. ability. T() plead the used as Moses' assistant. Undoubtedly 
cause I()f ·Js.r:ael befure Pharaoh WGuld he was of use to him, and· later was 
require speech O'f a high order, and chosen as the high priest, (28:1), there
Moses knew he was not gifted in this fore he .must have 'been worthy ()f such 
matter. He was stating a fact' no d()ubt, high service; but he proved himself 
but again he was failing to trust God.' weak at a certain crisis' in the histO'ry of 
The divine command implies the divine Israel, when. he permitted the people to 
provision to carry it out. worship the~ calf, (Ex. 32:2, 2:1). He 

The answer of God; (ve.· H, L2). It was the gifted member of the family, 
is not a sin to realize ()ur inability to do yet n()t the ()ne chos'en for leadership. 
the work of God, but it is wrong to The Lord does not judge as man judgeth. 
plead that as an excuse for not doing He looketh on. the heart, (I ,Ham. 16:7). 
our duty, when God is 'calling us to do M·oses is instructed to speak to Aaron. 
S()me particular thing. The Lord is able God promised to be with both, and tea:ch 
to remedy any deficiency: "Who hath, them what they should do, (ve. 15, .16). 
made man's mouth?" he said, "or who MIoses' was' thus to speak 'Uil1to PharaOlh 
maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the s'eeing, through an intermediary, sharing the 
or the blind? have n()t I the Lord?" hon(lur of the w(lrk ()f liberation with 
The Lord is man's creator, and can fit another, and also any defects lia:ble to 
him f(lr any duty. The· command is be made manifes.t in such dual work. 
therefore given, "Now therefore go, and NO'te the initiative cxf God in this whole 
I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee matter. Salvati()n always finds its 
what thou shalt say". ·God gives the source in Him. Note also His patience 
necessary gifts for His work, (I Cor. in dealing with His servant, His method 
12:4..,L1); and we need not fear to ven- and manner cxf choosing ,His servants, 
ture f()rth on any errand at His com- and the unmistakable nature. of Moses' 
mand. Note the nature and danger of call, which was clear, direct, purposeful, 
present-day excuses, their cause, and and divine. 
their manifestation of reluctance to 
obey God; alS() the wondrous provision 
in God for every need" and the con
fidence . which that begets. God',s 
promises are many, gracious, wonderful, 
faithful, inspiring, encoura'ging, condI
tional and precious, (2 Pet. 1:8, 4). 

III. THE REFUSAL OF MOSES, 
(vs. -13-17). 

The refusai, (v. lJ3). The difficulties 
raised .by ,Moses were removed by the 
assurance of God; there was n() longer 
r.eason for delay in the' carrying out of 
God's' command; 'but Moses yet mani
fe'sted an unwillingness to obey, and 
s'aid, "0 my Lord, senal, I pray 'l'hee, !by 
the hand of him whom Thou wilt sellll". 
This was tantamO'unt to saying, ".Carry 
out Thy mission by wh()msoever Thou 
wilt; 'and implied refusal to obey. This 
was a serious and dangerous attitude to 
ad()pt, and might have led to drastic 
consequences. Moses probably did nOlt 
realize the seriousness of his attitude, 
and ,many who 'are acting in a similar 
manner these days are equally conscious 
of the nature and pos'sjble consequences 
(If .their disobedience. The commands of 
God are meant to be O'beyed, not to ·be 
questioned, and disobedience -brings oon
sequences here, (I Cor. 9:27), and there
after, (I ,Cor. 3::15). The blessedness 

IV.. THE RETURN TO EGYPT, (vs. 
18-&1). 

With every difficulty cleared away, 
and with the assurance that God would 
be with him, M()ses yields (lbedience to 
the command of the Lord, and prepares 
to fulfil the mission assigned him. He 
first sought the permission of Jethro, 
his father-in-law, to' return to .Egypt, 
(v. 18). This was readily granted, and 
then, being encouraged by receipt of in
formatiO'n fr()m God that all thos'e who' 
sought his life were dead, (v. 19), he 
took his wife and his sons, and returned 
to the land of Egypt, (v. 20). Evidently 
1;Ie lost no time in setting out on his 
j()urney. It took him a little time to 
decide to go, but once the decision was 
made, actiO'n followed quickly. Obedience 
to the oommand of God ought to be 
instant and c()mplete. 'It may also be 
pointed out that the. action of· Moses 
was one o-f faith, ,based on the word of 
God. It was also bold, confident, hope
ful, courageous, momentous, merciful, 
and obedient. Direction is- given 'Moses 
ooncerning the procedure in approach-
ing Pharaoh, (VB'. 21-23). He is to do '
the specified wonders before him, and 
request him to let Israel go, the con
sequences of refusal being stated. The 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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Is the Official Publication of the Union of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec. Send all communications 
to the Office Secretary, 337 Jarvis Street, Toronto 2, ·Canada. 

DEATH TAKES A HOLIDAY. which brings much enoouragement. The a greater in'iA::i'ilElt .in Missioons and th .. 
This is the title of "a fascinating leader m'USt have m'OOh initiative ·to malke work of the Union as ·a whole, will be 

.comedy" whicl!. !l'ecently appeal'led in one meeti'lllg's intereSltinig and lessons must be shown as :the result of this visit. 
of iIilie Tor·onto Theatres·. We do not presented again and ag-ain. M1mrorizinlg We.-rej-oice in the:priviolege ofhaving'lthe 
:klnow what ·the development of such a of Sicrijpture porti·ons shou-Id 'have a lail."ge ~resentative of the Union and for his 
play woU'l.d be, but dts startling title place in Mis·sion Band lWIor-k and 1fue place. mes'sages which were 'an inspiration to 
vests one's attention aIII.d it can be of ,p'eI'SlO!l1a;} worlk SlhO'llld never lbe lost all. As -most of our members are young 
weH imagined, beclliuse ~f the .tendency sight of. in the Chris·tian life ·sueh .seTVices as 'l'eri
of :many churches :to 'borr-ow f·rom the That the wor-k. in Li'beria may be 101- d:ered 'by Brother Atkinson. mean a 
·thellitre, ·that ·before many moons, one lowed with the .gr~test interes·t, the .great deal. 
of theso-ealled Chiristian chu'l'ches of children sihould ibe familiaT with the niame We wou·!d he glad if i-t were possihle 
the city will be advertising that its Dra- of each missionary, the location .of the for l/1.11y member of the B-oaro to come 
ma-tic S'ociety is pl.'lod·ueing this "'hu-mor- stations, the Il"o'lltine of the d·adly life tOf to us soon foor spe'Ci-a-I BeIl"vices, and we 
cus, laugh-proV'olcing comedy". the missionaries, the difficulties of the 'believe muc:h co,uld be .accompli-shed. 

In the event of this, the public will be work and the nature of the oountry. In- closing, we again: wish to tl),8iDk 
advised that pel.'lffiission has .been ()Ibtain- When the child!l'en 'seem restless and Bl.'Iother Ailcin-son for his ministrY' in our 
ed from the Company and that tickets need a cliaJIlge, on special occasions' it midst, and Ms kindness in bringing the 
will be' thirty-five cents. The usrual ph-oto- might ·be well for the leader to allow Hl"mn sheets which will !pl"ove s·o useful 
grBlPhll' of the cast will 'be ;run in tflhe them to try and- imdtate the Uberian in our cott8lge meeting.s." Signed on 
local papersamd .one of ;the choir sing- hoY'S and ,gkls wh'D caTry things on their boelhalf .of the Deacons of the Hayeay
ers will in all pr()lbability he starred. heads. If ther.e are not too :many chil- geon Ohureh, M. ,13. Gillion, PastOT. 
The church's lbiHboard will lend itself to dr.en, nveat a time may be a-Uowed to * * * * 
phe announcement of the play fOT sev- walk a'Cl.'Ioss the ;r·oom trying ·to balance 
eral weeles, blotting ·out any notice of '81 book. This will give one the .opp:ortun
the Prayer Meeting and only giving wal" ity of telling how the little .girls .on 
on Saturday night for a lIJOItice of the the Stalbion carry on their heads con
Sunday services. Then, when "the fas- tainel.'lS holding five .gano~s· of water, up 
c-inating comedy" has ibeen presented, the a hill and do not spill a d1.'lop. 
acilors will he widely commended and A review conducted like a ·school spell
.one will heax how the church's' treasury ing match, substitu·ting the 'Correct &n-

. has been enriched. Enri'Ched.? A cr-owd- swers fur the spelled words, !is iIiter
~ ehuTch for the p.ay on Wednesday 'elstin'g and- enjoyed.' 
.and Satu!l'dayevenings, and on Sunday, 'I1he Home Mission. work e&n make a 
·r-ows and rows .of empty pews. strong ,appeal also, -but dt ill' a'bs.olutely 

How depl.orable tha.t chu;rches, fou;n:ded essential· that the leader ·give mU'ch 
fur the pl.'loclamation of the Good News of time to ;preparation and be well
~alV'ation through the Redeeming BI-ood. i.nformed regarding it. 
.of Jesus .Christ, s-hould ·become the agency The Wes,tern w.ork, the Education·ai 
of the theatre and its y.oung people nour- work, the French work, should ·all have 
-il!hed on the:se "fascinating comedies" a place on the progmmme ·and the evan
~nd :their amateUl'iS'h attempt!! at pro- gelizati·on of 'God-"s ·ancient people anid 
.du-cing theatrical plodu:ctions IIIPplauded the resplons~bility. ·of 'Christians t~ the 
;and patronized at the cu-t-rate charge. Jew, must not be for.gotten. 

But when does' Death take a holiday? Handwork lIn'liIY!be the mel1llls of deepen-
Is it when sin collects its wages? ''Tohe !ng i~;reslt and thel'!e. is no r~aS'O'l1 IWIhy, 
·wagtes .of sin is death". In-l,Idd~tIOn-.to the pasting 'of pIctures, the 

. Y~s, tflhis and other "fascinating come- strmgmg of beads and the preparing of 
.dies may.be preSlelIl!ted, but Death is garmem:tts, ,s'ome .of the -suggielSti.ons given 
.that wh!i-ch separates, ;that 'Which de- in 'graded lesson bOooles :may not ibe app'l'O
:~troY's, that which robs the w,OTld of joy, pr.iated, i:f the pur,pose to!f the B'and is 
that which makes heal'its forlorn and kept 'UlPlPermiOst and ever.ythiIllg is secon'd
-homes empty, and -it cannot be made .a-ry to the winmi:ng ofl .the children fo.r 
·take a holiday, even when it is paid as -Ghr.ist and the ins-tiHilllg ·of an interest in 
-the "wwges oil) sin", but praise God it. the missionary 'WIorik orf 1lhe chureh and 
·will be idestr,oY'ed in His ·own time, ,1the its o-bliigation :to eV'angel'ize. 
'last enemy" and wi,th Him in glory * * * * 
-~ere win 'be "NQ mOTe death". such 
IS the only MeSlSBge Il"egal"ding Death 
-that defies the POWe!l'S 'of Darkness', for 
in Christ Je.sus "Death is swallowed -up 
:in V'ictory". 

M,ay the Lord preserve the chu.rches 
,of our fellowslhip ·being ensnared with 
sketches, play1eJts, and the dramatiziong 
of Bi'blieal themes, for .these lead short
",y to the !borrowing fl.'lom the thearhres 
.of such "f.as:cinating comeldies". 

* * * * 
MISSION BAND WORK. 

The proesentatron of the MiSiSdonary 
·work to childl1en is an qppormnity and 
·the le:adeI)S of the Moission Band work 
p.ot ()Illly have an IIIIbsorbtng task ibut ODe 

BOBCAYGEON. 
From our ·Home Mission work at Bob

cayg.eon comes the f.ollowing 'WIork of 
appreICi-a·tion from. ·the PastOiI' amd Dea
eons:':"'-' 

"The De·aoon·s and· Pastor of the Boib
caygeon Regular Bapbi·st Church wioSih to 
express on behalf of the memibers 'of 1jhe 
q,hllll"cll and ~he. Galway ,peOple, their 
smcere ·apprecIatIon of ·the visit of ReIV' 
W. E. Atkinson and' for the servilCe h~ 
rendered druring his th'l'ee day visit 
with 'IlS. 

A number had never seen pic1iuNlll ..of 
any Foreign MoissiOOI 'WIOIl"k -and all WElTe 
g~eatly impressed with the Lantern Lec
ture gi·ven in the chUll"ch. We believe 

FAITH CHURCH, LONDON. 
P·astor R-obei"!t BTa'Ck.stone of F·aJiIth 

B~ptist. Church, London, eJrehanged pul
PItS WIth PastOll" Leander Roblin Ioast 
week-end and· had ·a good day s'llpp,lying 
th·e Otterville and ROSlBlloua churches 
w.hile M.r. Roblin had the j.oY' of seeing 
five p;rofess -Christ at Faith Church and 
one other at its Mis·sion. 

* * * * 
ADV ANCEM:ENT. 

Rev. W . .s. Whitcom'be, P'astor of the 
Second MaiI."khllJIll. and Hilker Hill Bap
tist Ch.urches ;has alSio 'been serving at 
Mlount Albert, wh-eJre a ·splendid ,group 
now gather from .sunday to Sunday. Last 
w~ek ·a ISunday .Scho,ol :was orgamzed 
WIth a g~od1y attendance .in spite of " 
heavy' rain storm. The Wlhole ,13ibk, 
Lesson Oom.se has Ibeen chosen foOT the 
sehool ·and. its future ~s !p?-,omisi.ng. 
~r. Wp~tcombe's CIrcUIt now covel's. 

thIrty mIles each Lord's day, for the 
B~ker Hill ch-lll'ch is four ·and .one-ih-alf 
mIles forom Second- Mal"lcllam and -Mount 
~l'bert eleven m~les further lon, and Ithere 
1& the return Journey. Services' have 
.been c·arried- on ·all winter with but one 
Sunday missed, the ISund.ay lof the heavy 
s·now storm which ti-ed up all me8;Il!S of 
~ansporta~on :and illlterfered with ser
VIceS even In Clty ehUll."Ches. 

* * * * 
MAY lOth. 

'I1he following ohurches were sup,plied 
on Sunday, Mlay 10th, with 'helpers from 
other fie·Lds of labour: 

Long BTaneh-Rev. W. Gordon Brown. 
W~tport-M;r. A. J. Layzell. 
Wmgham-Rev. James Gi·bs·on. 
Walsh-Sbude·nt W. Lemprier. 
London (Fai,th)-Pa'stor Leander Rob-

lin. 
~il1e---J>.astoT Robt. Brackstollle. 
Mmer s Bay-Mr. ·Charles Hardie. 
Oh-aJtham-Mr. James Forrester. 
,Stratford-Rev. W. N. ·Charlton 
Scotch Line---.Mr. Clem Wright •. 
Mt. Pleas'ant, Toronto - lli. T. I. 

Stockl~y. 
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Mt. De·nnls' (a.m.)-Rev. W. E. Atkin
illoon. 

tain them in a position wMch knoml no 
oomproni-iseBllld will tolerate only the 
Faith Qnce for ·allq.e.liveTed to the saints. 

ern Michigan Baptist chu'!"ehes; There
for,e be It Riesolved: 'Ehat a. conference of 
Bapti'st churches, mInister·s 'and laymen, 
be caHed at the First -BllGltist ,Churoh. 
Lap'eeT, Mich,igan, May 11-12, 1931, :Ii()(l' 
the purpose ·of considering these mat
ter,s of vital importance to Baptists, /lnd 
to find ways 'BIlld means !by which Bible
believing BaptLst churdhes may ih·aVle 
fellowsiMp to,getiheT and give ·an :u'ooom
p'l'ooonising !testimony to the Gospel of 
our Lo.rd JeSollS Ohrist." PastOT Peter 
Mel. Clasper, .of the first .Chureh, La
peer, is ·also pu:bting :on a Regulall" Bap
tist Oome;rencoe at the same time, the 
time 'bein'g divided between the confer
ence and the ,meeting described in the 
above r,es'olution. A state-wide conven
<Ilion of Reg:u.laor Baptists is also ,being 
called oat ·the !Same p1aoe, to convene May 
13 :and 14, ·to plan f'Or Ibhe extensiQn .of 
our missiOO'aIl"Y work, ·and to oomplete' 
the or.ganiz,&ti'on 'of the Union of RegulaT 
Baptists of Michigan. 

Waverley Rd. (p.m.)-Rev. W. E. At
kinson. * * * * North Bay-MT. W. Wellington. 

* * * * 
MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD. 

Special :s'eTvices featul'oed il:Jhe 19athe:r
ings ,at Mount Pleasant Road Baptist 
'Church, .Toronto, last .sunday, when the 
.Junior Department of the 'Sunday School 
held an ,open .session, different cla'sses 
and schQlar.s taking part. Five. w6Il'e 
presented with Bi-bles for Obureh at
·tendanlce reck!oned sinICe l,ast N,overnJber, 
.Mr. William Inriog making the ppesenta
tions on behalf .·of ,the Senior School. The 
Senior DeiplaTtroent listened with pro:fi:t 
to a presentation of the Gospel in story 
.form given iby Miss Hi,lda Broad, a 
:studentat the TQronto Baptist Sem~na-ry. 

'In the evening a laTge congreglation 
.greeted Dr. Stockley, De·an .of the Sem
inary, who was visiting Mount Pleas·ant 
·ChuTc'll befoore le'aving fOT England. The 
:Pastor, Rev. AleJeandeor Thomson, when 
introducing Dr. Stockley, referred to MSo 
:pleas'ant a;ssociation with the Dean dur
ing the past f·our yeaT·S. In responding 
·t-o this, ,th,e Dean ,stated, that the ,pleas
.ant &'!·soci'ati<ln had 'been mutual. 

Dr. Stockley',s message was 'llIplifting 
and inspi:ring ·and was listened to by 
an appreciative audience. The Seminary 
.q1lJ8irtette was alslo present' and contrib
uted much Ibo the s'ervice by the velrY 
helpful mess·ages brought in s,ong. Two 
members of the quartette ·are v,alued 
members of the Mount Plea;sant Ohurcll. 

On May. 3rd, ,the Intermooiaote &nd 
Adulot Departments Qf tohe Brble Schoo,l 
were !p;rivilegoed ,to ihea:r iMaster Mlaxwell 
Bowman, five years ·of ·age, r'eip'eat ·the 
103rd Psalm. Max: ,gained ,the valued 
prize ·of a Bi,ble, presented on -behalf of 
the school :by the PastOT. This ehlld 
is Sltill tOQ young to reaod bUlb not too 
young to memorize the SeriJpbtJ..res. Wihat 
a marvellous prepar,at~on to' meet ·life 
hoas ·alrea:dy' been stored in this lad's 
mind. 

.* * *. * 

CENTRAL, WINNIPEG. 
The Central Regular Baptist Ohuroh, 

Woinnipeg, ,is loca.ted in ·a ,seoti,on of the 
city which has long been neglected and 
visi,ting the homes off.eroSl ·a great oppor
tunity for service. The ch'IWCh has a 
splendid Visiting Committee and is en
deav,ouring to interest the careless Qnes. 
The ,Sunday School now numbers aJbout 

MISSIONARY BULLETIN. 
W.i.th the May issue of the B:u:Hetin, 

,the mailing list reaches tWlo thousand 
copies, n~cessItlllting two stencil runs :on 
the mimeograph malchine. It is ihoped 
that de'aNT stencils' will be possi,bleand 
th&t the Bulletin ,generally more read
able. T,he indulgenlce of -the Teadeil"S is, 
howev-eT, asked, f'or Iby runni'll!g on both 
sides of the lPaper the cost is materially 
1"eduiCed, 'althou'gh we are ,aw,are that it 
makes the Bulletin 's'oonewhat difficult 
to read at time's. noose who are not al
;ready .on the Bulletin mailing liSlt, and 
those who .require ema oopies, should 
a;dvis,e the Office without delay, that the 
May issue' ·may be suppli,ed. 

Amy per.sonal testioJILonies' reg.aro'ing 
!soul-winning, as well as news !briefs 
Nom ,o·ur churches, will be welcolJled for 
'UiS'e in the -Missionary Bulletin. Continue 
;to pr.ay foor its ministry '8IIlId preparation. 

MICHIGAN NOTES. 
By. C. R. Pe~rsoD. 

LANSING. 
~or some time Dea;con Goo. A. Par

mele'e; Wlho was foormerly member and 
deacon of the c'hurch in J ackison, where 
the writer was then !pastor, Ihas been in 
charge Qf the work being carried ,on in 
a sehoolih!ouse in the outski;rt.s of .L'am.sing. 
At the Easter 'seil"Vice thiS' y;ear, Blro'thoer 
Parmelee, after having spent m'ost of the 
night before in prayer 'over the matteil", 
foe,It led to 'g>ive the invitatilon fur any 
to a:ccept ,and confes's ·thei;r faith in 
Christ. Lt seemed ,at first ·as thoug!h ·no 
one would: resp'ond, !but ·as they s·ang the 
La·st verse, one young laldy came :lioTWard 
and by faith 'a'Ccepted .christ 1I.oS he'!" 
Saviour'. Then· her ,sister came. The 
invitaiti,on was oontinued, and tJhe meet
ing came to a hapipy cllose witbh twenty
two Y10ung men, W;O'IIlen 'and children 
rej,oicing in a new-found: faith in the 
Lord. If all of ,our ochurdhes were blessed 
with deac·ons lUre Brother Parmelee, 
thing>s would be different. Goorge is 
yet 'a young man, but is fully oonsecrated 
,to dlo' the will :of :God, and is a s.pirit
fined man. He stanlds :lior ltJh:e Voeil"blal in
,spiration {)f the iBible &s the Wore' 'of 
God, ,and teaches obhe tJl'IIlth· wioth'Out feM 
or favouT. May the liord -continue 1\10 
bless the labours 'of this devoted SeT
vant ·of His to the salva.tion 'Of many 
m<lre s'ou-ls. . 

* * * * 

NEW ASSOCIATION. 

* * * * 
BAY CITY. 

The 'Wlriter is oonducting evangelistic 
meetings at the time of this wri.tin'g ,at 
the .south Baptist Ch1ll"cll, B'ay 'City. 
The Mich~g.an -Baptist Convention has 
dione i,t.s uotmost to W:l"elCk Ithis cihurch 
,and ,th'at it has Sou:eceeded .only too we·d 
is 'evidenced by th'e situation that exists 
to-day. The convention ,offdcials insti
tuted Souit several years ·ago against the 
faithful melmberoSl of the ohuroh to take 
the property 'away from ,them. Not only 
did the C'OUl'it dismiss the suit, hut pub
licly reprimaooed ,the executive secre
tary ·and his 'assistants f'Or their unlaw
foul and un-Christian acts in endeavoring 
to dep.riv:e the South Church of its pil"{)P
erty. With 'bhesethingos, together with 
the removal ,of soo many of the members, 
the church has' not been able to main
tain servi,ces, thoug>h the iBible scill()'ol has 
,been fai,thiully kept up. 'Much !of the 
cred1t foil' the preservatIon cf the prQ.p
el'ty and the maintenance of the w{)rk 
must be given to Mr. and Mrs. D. H. 
Trombley, who have cQntionued the work 
under the most discoura'ging circum
stances. It is lroped that the present 
effort may 'serve to 'l"evive interest, and 
may result in the salv&ti<ln of many 
souls. 

IV. THE RETURN TO EGYPT, (vs. 
18..131). 

. one hundred 'and the church m'wnbership 
fQrty-five, two ;}).aving -been received· re
cently, 'one .by 'baptism and one o·n ex
peTience. 

Pray that this ohureh may indeed be 
"a,s a light set U(pOn a hill". The Old 
Oonvention is dQing in the W-est as' it 
is in other places, trying :bo regain the 
eo'llifidenc·e of -the :people by putting here 
and there near-iunda'mentalis·ts' 1nitO 
chul'lehe,s ,and positi{)ns, whHe eJontinuing 
to compromise all along the line. 

M.ay the Lord speak to I\1he ihieal'ots of 
those who have valiantly sotood :£or 'the 
Truth as it is, in Ohrist Jes'us 'and main.. 

The uT,gent need ·of fellowship among 
the Re'gular IBaptist e:hurehes of the 
eastern part 'Of M'ie.hig.an has re&ulted 
in the ca.ll~ong of III me·eotm.g lat Lapeer, 
May ,111 ·and 12, to fOil"mulate such BIll 
o,l'oga·ni7!atioon. .A!t a :recenJt oon:lierence 
held in Flint, the following resolutIon 
w.as 'Unanimously paSosoed-: "Wiherea;s; 
There is' ,a ogIl"owing tbendency towa.rds 
centralized ecclesia'Stical authority and 
diooninati'on 'Of .our B'aptist churches, and 
also an in.cTeasing departure from the 
historic Baptist faith among O1lr East-

(Continued from page 13) 

prediction is made that he would not let 
the people go, the. hardening. of 
PlmraQh's heaT!f; being due to the ·action 
of God, but d~rectly related to the aetion 
of the king, as shall be seen in future 
lessons. ,An incident which occurred in 
the journey is then related,' (vs. 24-26; 
Gen. 17:.11, 14). The closing verses .of 
the chapter relate the meeting with 
Aaron, ·and with the elders and people 
of Israel, (27::00.). The people believed 
and bowed their heads and worshipped. 
Their prayers WeTe answered, and they 
gave thanks. Note the 'certainty and 
blessedness of answered prayer, and the 
need for !pMienoe to await the answer. j 
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·AII· Aboard for Woodstock 
Fa B. Y. P. Aa CONVENTION 

MAY 25th 

w· 
Special Speakers: REV. A. J. LEWIS, Kitchener, 

DR. A. G. JOHNSON, Detroit. 

. MEETINGS IN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

.~PECIAL TRAIN FROM TORONTO, _3.00.RETURN FARE 

Leave Toronto 7.15 a.m. Standard Time, (8.15 Daylight) 

Arr. Woodstock 9.15 (Standard),. 10.15 (Daylight). Returning 

train should arrive Toronto about one o'clock Tuesday morning. 

Train will stop at Brantford each way. 

We urge every member of every Church in the Union of 

Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec to endeavour to 

be ·present to make this the greatest Y pung ·People's Convention 

we have ever had. 
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