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(Stenographically Reported) 

"Come unto me, 1111 ye that labOlll1" and are heavy laden, a~ I will give Y'OU reBt."-Matthew 11 :28. 

That is one of the texts .that was intended to be quoted. There is a way of being prepared for the future, for 
It bears its meaning on its surface. The very music of the Great Tribulation-or any other tribulation. The fact 
it is refreshing, like the music of a rippling brook to a is, Christianity finds its proof in the emergencies of life. 
thirsty soul. I have' feat:ed for years to attempt an You remember when Paul set sail on a certain ship he , 
exposition of it, and I have no confidence that I shall travelled as a prisoner in chains. He offered 'llis counsel 
be ruble this evening to succeed; but I can at least call to the master of the ship, and to the centurion, but no 
your attention to a never-failing spring. heed was given to his advice. He was only a poor 

I spoke to you last Sunday ,evening aJbout the Great prisoner, a religious fanatic I He was being taken to 
Tribulation, and 'we observed from the Word of God Rome to be tried for his folly! But when the storm 
that such a time is predicted. There are, of course, many broke, when the winds howled, and the billows swept 
tribulations. We are in the midst of tribulation now. over the ship, and when for many days neither sun nor 
Indeed, through much tribulation we must enter into the star appeared, and all hope that they should be saved was ' 
kingdom of God. It is well for us to cast our eyes toward taken away, then this poor preacher shone fCi>rth for what, 
the future, and to consider what the future holds for us. he really was, and appeared as a hero in the storm. 
We have a proverb to the effect that it is a good thing. -.Many other men have had trials, trials almost equal to 
to 'lay up iIi store for a rainy day.- That is especially true those of Job; but few have been able to say, "The Lord 
if it be possible that such rain as destroyed Sodom and gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name ( 
Gomonrah may yet again fall upon the sons of men. of the Lord." 

There are some people who spend their time, chiefly, If some fe11 disease were to 'become' epidemic in To
trying to anticipate the future. I think it is necessary ronto, I think I could te11 you how to fortify yourselves 
that we should study the Word of God p'roportionately, against it, even though I am not a physician. I would 
that we shuuld know the whole Book. I have read of a ventU'l"e to advise that nothing is likely to prove a better 
preacher who was accustomed. occasionally to review his. protection against disease than to maintain the body in 
own ministry, in order that He might see whether there exull?erant general health. On this principle, I am con
was any portion of Scripture which he had neglected, vinced it· is important that we should keep always' 
whether there were any of the g'l"eat doctrines of grace to the front these great central verities of our holy faith. 
which he had failed· to expound; because he wanted to I am supremely conc~rned that men should ,become 
present to his hearers a well-rounded, symmetrical view O11ristiaIis, genuinely saved, It"egenerated by the pow,er of 
of the truth. He desired to declare to them the whole the Holy Ghost through the precious blood, resting in 
counsel of God. He was wise so to do. Christ for everything. The one whose spi1iitual health is 
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thus in gDod condition will be ready for wh.atever die 
providenc'e Df God may pennit to come to him. 

I am rather inclined to fear that some who do treasure 
the Bible as the word of God, who do believe that herein 
is revealed the way of life, are to.o Dften given to an 
examination of it for their own comfort, for their own 
entertainment, instead of using it for the salvation. of 

. men. If you are in eliror at some. point in respect to the 
doctrine of last things (which theologians describe with 
that expressive word, eschatology)-if at some point you 
should tail in an adequate understanding of it, it will be 
less injurious to you than if you should 'fail to under
stand the great fundamentals of 1:h~ faith.. Therefore. I 
call YDU in the name of the Lord thiS evemng ol1ce agam 
to. the Saviour's feet; in the hope that those of us as are 
saved may be enahled more cDmplete.ly to trust. Him, and 
that 'any who have not yet made chOIce of Christ may be 
led of God's Spirit so to do. 

What shall we say about such a word as this? I re
member hearing Dr. Dinsdale 1'. Young a couple of years 
ago in Old LondDn preach .from a verse in JDhn's first 
epistle. He used several times a very common word, 
but he used it in rather an uncommon way. He seemed to 
fondle these gems of Scripture almost like a Jeweller 
opening a, casket of priceless gems, taking out one after 
anDther and holding it to the light, saying, 'l'Is not that 
glorious ?" Dr. Young read one of the chapters in the 
epistle, and the words were too much for him: occasionally 
he would stop and say, "Is not this a lovely word?" Then, 
skipping a few verses, he would say "We have another 
lovely word here." 

'VeIl, is not this a "lovely wDrd"? Did YDU ever hear 
anything sweeter than this: ·"Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"? 

. 1. 
It is a word addressed to A PARTICULAR CLASS. It is 

somet,imes assumed that the gDspel is for everybody, but 
the invitations of the gospel are always restricted. They 
are directed to particular persons. The gospel is designed 
to meet the special needs of men. This wDrd is directed 
to those who '!.labour and are heavy-laden". Do. you know 
of anyone accustomed to labour, and to bear hurd ens ? Is 
that an unusual thing? Do you need any special discern
n~ent to discov.er and to identify the persons to whom this 
sweet word is addressed? 

Even on the natural plane we find men busy labouring. 
Everybody lcrbours who has an Dpportuni,ty to labour. In
deed, the Bible says: "If any would not work, neither 
ShDUld he eat." Labour is a necessity Df life, and merr 
everywnere labour to Iive. . , 

So, indeed, do the creatures about us. You remember 
how the wise man, addressing the sluggard, said, "Go to. 
the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and :be wise." 
There is no unemployment in the ant-hill. They are al-

. ways busy. All God's creatures are busy. I love to. watch 
the squirrels about. They seem to find plenty to do! 
~·hey ~eem to manage to ke~p themselves occupied all the 
time. . 

What a pleasure, what a delight, under ordinary cir
cumstances, legitimate employment is! Was there ever 
a time in the wDrld's history when on a larger scale the 
world' has witnessed the great tragedy of unemployment? 
Millions and millions of men who fain would labour if 
they' could, can ,find no work to. do: They are filled with 

-a desire to. labour, with a longing fDr some kind of labour 
in order that they may live. 

How interesting it is to go forth in the early mDrning 
hours and to see the great army of workers setting forth 
to. their day's task I-all sorts of men and women, all of 
them having something to. do; some of them belonging to 
what is sometimes called the "white collar brigade", and 
some of them engaged in other forms of service where it 
is difficult for them so to. array themselves, 'but all of 
them setting "forth to. the doing Df the day's task, what
ever it is. I have sometimes wondered what they all do: 
I have asked myself, Why shDuld all these thousands of 
people go fDrth to labour? What do they expect to get 
ouf of it? Many of them, just a bare living. 'They la:bour 

,for "the meat that peri sheth," and hope fDr little more 
than enDugh to maintain life, fD provide some shelter, to 
keep themselves decently clothed, and to educate the 
children. But it is one long .grind of labour from begin
ning to end. 

Our Lord !borrowed His illustratiDns from the common 
things of life, because He would have us understand, He 
would have everybOdy understand what He came to do. 
for us. When He addresses Himself to labourers, He 
addresses Himself to. us all, for we are all workmen-or 
we ought to be, if there is work to do. . 

How many there are who. are heavy-laden also, on the 
purely natural plane! Go down to the railway statiDn and 
see the redcaps! I have often marvelled at the strength of 
some of those little fellows. There seems to be no end to 
the number of ,bags tihey can carry-band~boxes, bags, and 
golf sticks without number. They pile them up until they 
are heavy-laden. 

That is a picture of many people going through life 
carrying all kinds of burdens. The burdens that are not 
visible, the Iburdens that press upod parents, upon em
ployer, as well as upDn employee, are the heaviest to bear. 
I said to. a man recently, "How are you to-day?" "Fairly 
well," he replied, "but not very happy. I have had the 
task of telling a number of our men that we have not 
enough work to go. around, and that hurts ine." What 
burdens rest upon the men of our day Dn the purely 
natural plane. How heavy-laden men are everywhere. 

Is the religion of Jesus Christ designed in any real sense 
to lessen the weariness of life? to minister somewhat to 
its comfort? to make life easier, even here, for any Df us? 

Let me remind you that what we see about us in respect 
to the labour in which men engage for the meat that 
perisheth, after all, is but a parable of things that are 
deeper: for "man cannDt'live by bread' alone". There is 
a preparation for life, and hence men live. A man said 
to me some years ago when I was going away fDr a vaca
tion-in the days when I used to ·take a vacation, though 
I had much less than a quarter Df the· wDrI<: I now have
but this fr,iend said to me, "One Df the pleasures I experi
ence when I am travelling is to.1ook for jobs I should not 
like to do, and being thankful1Jhat I have not to Spend my 
life doing the things that sO!p.e people do." 

It is· not difficult to. oIbserve others doing jDbs that we 
do not covet. I have seen men down in the hold of a 
great liner. I did nDt knDw.whetih.er they were white or 

. black. It was as hot as the Black Hole of Calcutta. I 
have said to myself, I wonder why these men have chosen 
to be stokers? Of all the jobs on earth, why did they 
cnoose that particular task? . 

.-
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One can find men doing many unpleasant things, :but, 
after all, behind it is the desire to live and to provide 
somehow the means of living. But when we have done 
that how true it is that "man cannot live by bread alone" I 
r r~d to you deliberately, and with design, this evening, 
the story of a man who had heen so favourably situated 
that he was able to command all the sources of earth's 
pleasure. Nothing was withheld from him: he had silver 
and gold, men-servoots and women-servants, men-singers 
and women-singers, musical instruments, houses and lands 
and cattle; flowers and trees, pools and fountains-he had 
everything that a man could desire. Yet when he had 
laboured, ,_and when he had lalboured even' "'{ith wisdom 
for the acquisition of all these pleasures, his final judg
ment was, "All is vanity and vexation of spirit." 

No matter what our task, no matter what our earthly 
reward, there is a life that is not nourished at the springs 
of earth. These spiritual natures of ours require a food 
tihat cannot be bought at earth's markets; there is a labour 
in which men engage for the satisfaction' of the soul. 
Tliere are burdens incident to that labour which men bear , 
and it is to that deeper spiritual necessity our Lord ad
dresses Himself when· He bids those who la:bour and are 
heavy-laden to come to Him. 

I have heard it said of some people that they put all 
they earn UPOII their backs. I have heard of people who 
spend nearly all they earn in dress, in order to the adorn
ment of their persons, in order to' make themselves attrac
tive, that their neighbours may speak wen and favourably 
of them. And how they labour .for a new dress, or a new 
hat, or some other new adornment I 

Thus, dear' friends, there are people who 13!bou~ to cover 
their soul's nakedness, to array themselves in garments 
that will fit them to stand in the Divine Presence. What 
a labourous life they live I Their,work is never done; they 
are alwavs trying to make themselves fit. How n'lucih of 
the product of men's laJbour is spent to provide merely 
food to eat! ASk your wife abo1:1t it, Ask her if this 
earth would not seem to her to be:a paradise if only the 
men of the house could live without eating. What a 
burden they do become! What labour is involved in sim
ply providing daily food. 

_ Thus, I think, our Lord intended to suggest that there 
are people who spend their lives labouring "for the soul's 
satisfaction, to find something that will satisfy the hunger 
and thirst of the soul. And how busily they work! With 
what devot,ion they apply themselves to their task! . But 
their work is never done! The soul is never satisfied. 
Very often they are surfeited with the things which their 
labour has produced, and they ever hunger still. . 

A man ~me to me late last night, rather a well-dressed 
man, who said, "I have nowhere to go. Can you send me 
anywhere for the night?" He could do in, the day, but 
the night had come, and it was cold. He had no shelter, 
and no means of providing it. What pains we take to 
get ready for the night, to put a shelter above our heads, 
to have a door that we can shut against the storm, and be 
safe and comfortable within I 

The night cometh, my friends, upon this day of 
life. The night will some day fall, and we shall all 
need a shelter, some place of hiding, oh, yes, some shelter 
from the fearful storm that must some day break upon 
this world. How men labour, I say, to provide that 
shelter! I refer now to religious labourers, to the 

people who labour at all kinds of religion, and never 
fi~d rest, never find satisfaction for the soul. They 
are still hungry, and still thirsty" never comfortable, 
never happy, never saf.e. 

Some men labour at the mere :business of keeping 
theptselves decent,-figruting some lion .within them, 
endeavouring to fight off the wolves that would devour 
t~em from without, trying to protect themselves 
against a hundred moral evils without, conscious that 
there is a strange. affinity within them to all the evils 
that ·are without. They live in daily and hourly terror 
lest the castle. gate should be opened, and the enemy 
should come in like a flood. What a task it is I What 
a labour just to live an honest, straightforward, truth
ful, decently moral life ! Young men and young 
women, what a labour it is to keep one's self morally 
fit, even the outward life, to say nothing of the inner 
life and motive. 

How people labour at prayer I-saying their prayers 
sometimes with be.ads, and sometimes with books, 
praying in a hundred ways. Lrubouring! Their work 
never done, always at it. 

The Labour Unions are working for shorter hours 
all the time. I do not blame .them for wanting reas
onably short hours, But there are no short hours 
religiously. The world is full of people who are 
labouring-not only in India with their prayer-wheels, 
not only under pagan forms of religion, Ibut even in 
the name of Christianity itself there are people who 
are living a treadmill existence, labouring all the time, 
getting no rest, observing ordinances of all sorts. 

I read an artiCle recently, which I would not dare 
quote to you it is so perfectly shocking,. on the ques
tion of baptism. It was inspired, 'beyond 'all perad
venture, of the devil himself. It said that no'body, 
by any possibility, could get to heaven 'unle~s he or 
she had !heen 'baptized-even th~ infant of but a mo
ment's life on earth; 'and that even the unborn infant 
somehow or another must be baptized in -oider to the 
salvation of the soul. What a libel on God! What a 
misrepresentation of Christianity that is I-as though 

, man could by any kind of labour get right with God. 
There are those who give of their alms. There are' 

people who give money, 'and build churches-and some 
of them are Baptist churches. But Protestantism has 
ceased to be protestant. In very many instances 
there is no evangelical note at all, while in multitudes 
of cases 'the .great doctrines of grace are never men
tioned from the pulpit. Instead of bidding men who 
la'bour to come to Chr:ist for rest, they are being 
exhorted to find salvation 'by their own la'bour. So 
they -rear' their temples, and just in the measure in 
which spiritua.Hty declines, ritualism hecome-s reg
nant. .When the preacher is out of touch wit,h God 
himself, when he is not on terms of familiar converse 
with the King, he will Ibe likely to read a prayer: 
he has none in his heart. 

_ I do not mean to say that all who read their prayers 
are out of fellowship, !hut when in our evangelical 
churches you find. a growth of formalism it is always 
a substitution for real, -genuine, spiritual, religion; and 
it is an 'infallible evidence that the Spirit of God has 
departed when men labour themselves, and fail to 
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rejoice in the rest that comes through believing in the 
Lor:d Jesus Christ. . 

. - I could .tell you of many f.orms of labour, :but you 
know wha,.t I am talking about. There are men and 
women here who say, "I agree with all that, and I 
intend to be a Christian some time, but I must do 
so-and-so and so-and-so first." You are going to 
la'bour, and keep on la,.bouring, in order to possess 
that which may be yours without ·that . labour, and 
by the labour of Another. 

What heavy burdens men bear! One cannot see 
them always, but they are there .. I remember years 
ago, when I was a !boy, going from Bristol, England, 
to a place called Frome, going in what we called a 
carrier's 'cart, out into a litde country village to spend 
my holidays. When the holiday was over we went 
back again, and on the retum journey that carrier 
stopped, it seemed to me, at almost 'every house along 
the road and picked up a parcel. The farther we went, 
the heavier we were laden, and 'by .the time we got 
to our destination poor old dobbin was completely 
loaded down. 

Life is like that. The iburdens do not 'become 
lighter: they' become heavier, and especially in moral 
and spiritual matters. The accumulated guilt of a 
lifetime oppresses the soul, and the man, ladened with 

. a consciousness of his burdens, la,.bours and only be-
comes more weary. . 

Wha·t shall be done for such an one as he? The 
promise of the text is that to all such there is One Who 
will give rest. 

II. 
WHAT DO WE MEAN BY REST? Rest is not a negative 

thing. Some people imagine that it would be a luxury 
to have nothing to do, to sit and sing ourselves away to 
everlasting bliss. I have known men who have lived 
industriously and faithfully for a long time, and have 
at last been retired, appareritly in good health; but 
as soon as they ceased to labour and to do the duties 
of the day, the old tabernacle broke up, and they were 
soon gone. I am not so sure that it ,is a good thing 
to pension people. There are some people. who can' 
survive it; but some of us would not live long if we 
were out of work. 

Rest is not merely c'essation fro~ labour, it is not 
mere idleness. Ask the man who has no work today
and hundreds of them will tell you, "I have been far 
more weary looking for work than I ever was from 

. work itself." To be unemployed, to have nothing at 
all to do, is not rest. That is but an annoyance, an 
irritation. There is no co'mfort for the soul in tha,t. 
There is more in the promise' of the t,ext than that. 
'I may' go farther and say that there can be no rest 

for the souls of men that does not provide for all the 
requirements of our compl~ natures. A man is more 
than a body. I quoted a moment ago the words of 
Christ, "Man shall not live by 'bread alone." He has 
a moral nature as well as a physical nature; an affec
tional nature as well as a mental; he ·has a conscience 
as well 'as a stomach. You cannot satisfy the whole 
man :by the bread ,that .perisheth. No' man can ,enter 
into rest unless provision is made for the whole man. 
You cannot soothe the wounds of a soul iby showing 
the man a. picture. You carinot permanently re~ove 

one's anxiety by giving him an engrossing story to 
read. I know that music has ·charms to soothe the 
savage breast, but you cannot charm the devil out of 
a man by any kind of music. : Some churches try it,
and judging from the trouble they have with the choir 
they do nOot succeed very well. Of course, ours is an 
exception! 

But we shall never have rest of soul by ignoring 
that which 1S deepest in man's natur'e, and by failing 
to supply the requirements of .the whole man. There 
are burdens that are not strapped on the shoulders: 
there are burdens that inhere in a man's very consti

·tution. Yonder you may.observe a man trave1.ling 
,wearily along, and you 'ask him what is the matter. 
. He says, "I am not in good health." "Well," you en
quire, "what is your ailment?" He replies: "I do 
not know, but I have lost my vigour. It seems to be 
in the blood. Somehow or another, I feel burdened 
all the time." We have heard such an one say, "Life 
itself has !become a burden, an almost intolerable 
burden." 

You cannot relieve burdens like that by any kind 
of machinery: they are part ·of .the man himself, and 
you can never give such an one rest withou~ taking 
cognizance of all these multiform requirements, and 
from reSOU1"ces of infinite wisdom and power supply 
the needs of the whole mario 

III. 
Very well, then, WHO SHALL INVITE ANY SUCH WHO 

LABOUii AND ARE HEAVY-LADEN TO FIND REST? vVho can 
do it? There is nothing this world needs so much as 
rest. I remember af·ter the war, when Mr. Bonar Law 
went to the country in a general British election, he 
said, "W'hat Britain, and all other countries, need, is 
tranquility." Many of you would cross the sea if you 
could have that! Yes, this world needs rest. The 
nation needs rest; every individual man and woman 
needs res,t. 

Have you not grown almost tired of living, apart 
from these spiritual considerations,? Who is it, ,then, 
that 'presumes to issue an invita,.tion like this? Think 
a minute. I know the words are simple, hut here it 
stands for all .time, for all people, of all colours, of all 
ra~es, of all ages, of all conditions of life, this simple 
invit3!tion: "Come unto me, all ye that labour 'and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Who dares to 
say tha,t? Who dat"es ,to make a proclamation like 
that? Who is i't that will'inspire in the human 'breast, 
in the breast of all men everywhere, no matter what 
their condition, the daring hope that by coming to Him 
they may obtain rest? I ·say to. you that. that invitation 
is, in itself, an implicit claim'to Deity. No one but God 
could speak like that! It, would be ahsurd to an infinite 
degree for anyone other than God to promise everybody 
rest. 

Look at the personal side of it; Why should I need 
to say these things,over'a~d ove,r. again? I have been 
here twenty-one years, and in ·some form or another 
I am always saying it. Inviting you to come to the 
church? No! To come to the ordinances? No! To 
baptism or to the sacramental table? No! Come' to 
the Bible? I honour' the Bi'ble as the inspired and 
infallible word, and as -the only means -of knowing 

, 
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who Jesus is; but alas lone may come to the Bible, 
a1'/.d stop there. That is not the invitation of the ,text, 
important as the Bible is. . . 

This is a personal matter, and re~t M. to be found ,n 
a Perso'n. It is a Person Who wll1 gtve. rest. Salva
tion consists in a personal knowledge. of. a Person. 
We find it not in a church, not even 111 a system of 
doctrines, not in any ordinance, but ill: one sovereign, 
infinite, almighty, all-gracious Person. No' one but 
God could give resl1:.' .' . 

Who is it that offers rest? It ts 0 ffere& by the ch~ef 
Workman the One Who knows what labour is, the One 
Who said: "'My father wor~eth hitherto, and I work:" 
"Every house is bui1de~ 'by som: man; bu~ he that ,bUllt 
all things is God." He IS the Budder of thiS world-and 
of all worlds. He is the Employer of all men, and of all 
angels, He is the Upholder of all things. He is th~ Heir 
of all" things, He is none other than the Creator Himself. 
No one else can give you rest, my friend. 

Let us see that clearly, that only Incarnate Deity, o~ly 
the eternal Son -of the eternal Father, the One Who IS, 
with' the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God, can possihly 
supply the needs of men, for He is Himself the Maker 
of our constitution, and He knows what 'we need: He 
knows why Solomon in all his glory, with all his posses
sions, exclaimed, "All is vanity and vexation of spirit." 
We ,were not made for earth alone, ,but for earth and 
heaven .. We were made for God, and we shall neyer be 
happy until we find Him-or, rather, until we are found 
of Him. "Come unto me, all ye thai!: labour and are heavy 
laden, imd I will give you rest." 

IV. 
How SHALL WE COME? What does it mean to .come? It 

~eans to accept the substitution of Another's labour for 
our O'lVn. All that you hope to accomplish by your inces
sant religious industry, by your laborious efforts to make 
yourself right with God, all that the holiest man has ever 
hoped to ,win of merit, has been provided by the Personal 
'labour of the personal Son of· God. He has fulfilled your 
life's day for you. He has paid all your debts for you. He 
bas accomplished salvation for you, and it is yours 'oy 
merely receiving it. 

Have you read this ?-"He that is entered into his rest, 
he also hath ceased from his own workIs, as God did from 
his." What does it mean to come to Christ? It means to 
cease from my own works, 'from my own efforts, from 
any dependence upon any merit that I might by any means 
acquire, and to cast myself entirely upon Him Who has 
laboured in my behalf: "Come unto me, all ye that la:bour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

In a little while the forests will be covered with their 
verdure and the earth will bring forth ,its fruit; and 
beauty, 'fragrance, and fruitfuln:ss, will .b.e everywh:re. 
But there will be no effort about It, there wlll'be no nOIse, 
there will be no apparent lalbour. The vital principles ~at 
are in the vine a1'/.d in the plants and trees, and from which 
they derive their nourishme!lt, wi~l begin to ~perate, and 
"all the trees on" all the hills will open therr thousand 
leaves." What a beautiful world it will be in but a few 
weeks when that mighty tide of life that is· irresisti.ble, 
shall manifest itself in nature albout us!. You will not 
sympathize with the growing plants. You will not say to 
that proVd giant of the forest, "You must be carrying a 

heavy burden." It would lau~h at :rou and say~ "It is ~o 
burden to me. It is the mamfestatlon of the hfe that IS 

in me." . 
Yonder man was dragging around a little while ago, and 

you say to him, "'You look like a new ~an.'~ He replie!,!, 
"I am. A little while ago.I came home at mght, scarcely' 
able to drag one foot after the other, burdened and heavy
laden, unable to do a good day's work. Now when I return 
to' my home in the evening I feel as bright and sprightly 
as I was at the break of day." "What is the secret?" "I 
had some trouble within that has been removed. I have 
a new life-stream within me. The doctor says my blood
stream is now pure. I feel like a YOU!1g man again. The 
burdens of IHe have lost their weight for me." 

. By no mechanic~l means does our Lord give rest. He 
comes to live within us. He teaches us to live life His 
way. When He has paid our debts, He comes to fulfill 
the righteousness of the law in us. Did you ever try to do 
what you saw a carpenter do? Did you ever try to do 
wpat .Y9U saw a skilled farmer do? Did you ever see a 
farmer, with that muscular arm of him, ·pick up a great 
forkful of hay and toss it on the wagon, as though it 
were but a toy? You say, "That is easy to do." You did 
it-or tried to do it-and well, you have ·scarcely got ovex: 
it yet! Oh, the Iburden of it! Why ? You did liot know 
how. . 

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and .. ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. If 
YOll will open your heart's door to Me, I will teach you 
the divine art of living. You shall carry your burdens by 
My yoke, you shall execute your laJbour by My power, 
then you will livt; fruitfully, bountifully, and . gloriously, 
by the divine might that is in you." 

Hallelujah, what a Saviour! I offer Him to you. Will 
you trust Him? Will you come to Him in faith? Come, 
"cast your burden at His feet, and bear a song aw~y!" 
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The Perseverance of the Saints 
(Objections Considered). 

A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields . 
. Fourteenth in a Series of Week-Evening lJectures on the Doctrines of Grace. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, April 23rd, 1931. 
(Stenographically Reported.) 

Lesson Read: Matthew 13:18·23. 

I have been speaking to you for some weeks on the doc
trine of the final pe'rsever.ance of the saints, the believer's 
eternal security in Christ. There is· very much, I am 
aware, within the circle of our own observation which 
seems to suggest the opposite of this great truth. We 
have alll<!Down people who have professed faith in Christ, 
and who for a while ·have seemed to be very zealous in 
His service, who have Iater grown cold, and some of 
them, at least, have cast away their confidence and ceased 
even to hold fast the profession of their faith. 

We have known some professed followers of Christ 
who ·have gone into open sin, and have brought reproach 
upon the Name they· professed, and then have entirely 
abandoned their profession, and, in some instances, have 
become antagonistic tow3Jrd the gospel which they once 
professed to Ibelieve. 
, 'This evening we are to bring these things into the light 
of Scripture, we are to measure them all by the word of 
God. That principle I cannot emphasize too strongly. 
No matter how long, how wide, how varied, our own 
experience and obsenration may be, let us learn increas
ingly to distrust our own judgment, never to depend upon 
our own intuitions, and always to recognize that even 
the wisest.men may play the fool, and the holiest men 
may fall into sin. Let us bring everything to this touch
stone. There .is no other standard, there is no other norm. 
OUI1" appeal must always be "to the law and to the testi
mony". 

We may 'be betrayed into false judgments, into erron
eous opinions, into taking unwise and even evil courses. 
One of the outstanding examples -of this in Scripture is 
Hezekiah, a man who for a long time walked with God, 
living a life that was almpst blameless, and whkh, at some 
points, typified the life of our :Cord Himself, yet the 
moment the Lord left him "to try what was in his heart", 
he proved to a demonstration that he was just as foolish 
as anybody. "It is not in man that wallreth fu direct his 
steps." If you ,could live to be as old as Methuselah, you 
could never become so wise as not to need the instruction
of the Word of God. No matter what our own personal 
experience may be, nor how wide soever may be the field 
of our oIbservation, the final court of appeal is always the 
WOl'd of God. 

Someone wi If say, "Have we not the Holy Spirit ?" 
Yes, we have; but the Holy Spirit is always ,in agreement 
with the Word of God, because the Book from 'beginning 
to end is the word of the Holy Ghost. It is divinely in
spired, and the Lord never says one thing in the Book 
and· another thing in your life. And wherein you' differ 
from the Word of God, or wherein your opinions, or 
your feelings, or your intuitions, may be at variance with 
the Scripture, then so much the worse for these things; 
for th~ Word of the Lord and the Spirit of the Lord are . 
always of one mind. 

In this day we need more than ever to lay· our empha,sis 
there, for many who profess orthodoxy ~re tripped' up, 
and led into all sorts ·of vagaries and extravagances, be
cause, for a while, they trust their own judgment. 

1. 
Let us look at 'tHIS PARABLE OF 'tHE SOWER. 
Is it not, first of all, true to life? We have seen these 

different types 0:£ hearers. There is the Q.ne who heard 
the word, and understood' it not. The word was sown 
in his heart, Ibut it ·found no place in his understanding. 
It is, of course, possible to exaggerate the importance of 
a clear intellectual apprehension of the truth, but I would 
remind you that the religion of Christ is. for the whole· 
man, for every facuIty of the mind. It is designed to 
engage all the powers of the mind, as well as all the 
powers of the body; ·and here is an instance of the word 
entering ,into the hea,rt, touching most superficially the 
emotional nature, and yet never finding a place in the 
understanding: "Then cometh the wicked one, and catch
eth away that which was sown in his heart." 

Speaking of a service, one may remark, "How did you 
like that?" And he receives the answer: "I enjoyed 'that 
service very much." The man walk's down the aisle, and 
out the door, and hears someone else say, "I would not 
listen to that preacher again." "Why?" "Oh, he was 
too serious; he did not use sufficient illustrations." "I had 
not thought of that"-and. the word is gone. The man 
did not understand,. his mind was not at" all engaged with 
the thought of. God. 

I remember some years ago a preacher preaching for 
me. He was a very intellectual man, hut he had no 
emotional appeal at all. He was as cold as ice, but as 
orthodox as he could be, and intellectually as keen as a 
razor. .As he preached one Sunday morning I sat in the 
pulpit. Looking over the congregation I saw many peo
ple with a rather quizzical look on their countenances, as 
though they were say,ing: "What is the dear brother try
ing' to say?" Some felt it was beyond them, and took 
advantage of the opportunity to spend the morning s'leep
ing. But there was one woman there whom I thought 
was a very intelligent woman. She listened to the 
preacher with rapt attention throughout the service. . I 
said to myself, Mr. So-and-So has one appreciative hearer 
this morning. I supposed that she had had a feast. The 
next week I met that lady and said, "~y the way, how 
did you enjoy Mr. So-and-So Sunday morning?" "Enjoy. 
him? I did not understand a thing he said" I She Had 
looked interested, ·but it had not entered into her under
standing. 

Then there is another class of hearers. In the case we 
have ·considered there was not eyen a profession; there 
was no outward appearance of growth. The seed had no 
chance to germinate. It had fallen only by the wayside 
until the birds carried it away. There was no fruit-nor 
promise of fruit. 
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Then there are the stony place hearers. There are cer
tain, people who are described as "receiving the word with 
joy". I have known many people who do that. "Amen!" 
"Hallelujah !"-what about? "I do not' know, but it 
sounds well." Their emotions are stirred, and especially 
if you have a bright song-service beforehand. The 
singers and players upon instruments are supposed to 
prepare the way for the preacher, and when people have 
been wrought up to a proper pitch of excitement; it is 
supposed to be appropriate for the preacher to preac'h. 
"And with joy they received the word." Their emotions 
are st,irred, but the work is not quite so supel'ficial as in 
the Icase' where the seed falls on the wayside, on the hard 
beaten soil. It enters in, and springs, up ; i~ shows a green 
growth, and it is reported, "We had fifty conversions 
to-night"; "A hundred professed to-night." But where 
will they be to-morrow morning? 

I remember a certain 'evangelistic meeting in which 
were many stony place hearers; there was the promise of 
fruit. I recall talking with a man on the platform a.bout 
his soul's salvation when a prominent business man who 
had professed conversion in the meetings. came up, and 
proposed that he assist me in dealing with this enquirer 
(Let me give you some advice: when you see someone 
else ta1king to an enquirer, you had better stay away. 
One is enough, as a ,rule) . I can see this man now. with 
his waxed moustache. He knew the man to whom I was 
talking was a little lower in his position in life than him
self. He was an important business man! And he said 
t.o the enquirer, "If I. a man in m:v position, can accept 
Christ, su,rely you can." I turned to him and said. "J fear 
you are a little in error. You can have nO'position before 
God 'but that of a sinner. save that which is given you 

, by sovereign grace in Christ. God cares nothing for 
your position." He had got up proudly to say that he 
had a'ccepted Christ. He was a stony place hearer. 

A [cheap type of evangelism,-"Come to Je~us! Come 
to Jesus"; with no expositioI} of the Word, with no ap
peal to the understanding,' 'but to the emotions only, has 
done inestimable, damage to the cause of Christ. 

I repeat, the salvation of Christ is for the whole man. 
People may be stirred emotionally, without being quick
ened by' the Spirit of God and made new creatures in 
Christ. In suclt cases they sing the hymns of Zion, and 
ma,ke a loud P!ofession. The evangelist says, "We had a 
great meeting," the' newspapers reported it in large head
lines,-but the meeting was not reported in heaven! The 

, angels of -God rejoice only when sinners really repent. 
The seed was good, the me!lsage was sound, but there was 
no preparation O'f the soil. The man had no root in him
self; the seed had not laid hold of that which was central 
to the man: its contact with him was purely superficial. 
- 'Consider a further principle: "When tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by ,and by he 
is offended." In the first part of the parable it is said that 
when the sun is up the green blade withers away. Here 
the Lord interprets the parable in the verses I have read, 
"Tribulation ariseth." The man finds ~,t is 11IOt as popular 
to be a Christian as he thought it would be. He is not 
compJ.imented on the wisdom of his choice, but laughed 
at for what men call his folly. Hence he is soon offended, 
and he falls away. 

Have we not seen people fall away here in Jarvis Street 

when persecution 'arose because of the word? By and 
by they are offended, and they wither away. 

"He also that received seed among the thorns is he that 
hear~th the word; and the care of this world, ,and the 

,deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he hecometh 
'unfruitful." The word found entrance in this case, but 

there was something else in the soil, a super-abundance 
of alien seed: "Tohe care of this world, and the deceitful
ness of riches, choke the word." The word had not a 
charice to !breathe. 

The gospel is especially accommodated, even in ortho
dox circles sometimes, to the thorny ground. It is ex
pected that it will grow side by side with the care of this 
world and the deceitfulness of riches. But it does not. 

'There. are no half way measures that can bring satisfas:
tion. What is the defect of our preaching in many cases? 
What was the, defect in this soil? It -had not been suffi
ciently worked..: It ought to have been broken up. These 
alien toots ought to have been taken out, 'and the soil 
worked until it was good ground. The soil was so cor
rupt that the seed had no chance to grow there. 

We need tq lay-a new emphasis upon the doctrine of 
repentance toward God; ,to show what sin is, and that the 
acceptance of Christ involves turning away from sin, that 
the acceptance of Christ involves turning away from the 
world and from all the things of the world. ' The seed , 
here was choked. We have that type of hearer still; we, 
have known many. They have no depth; they are suj:>er
fidal. The surface of the man's nature' was broken up, 
but the deep-rooted evils of his life were not disturbed. 
There was no deep ploughing, no real repentance. The 
good seed sprang up and promised much; but pre$ently 
the underlying evil seed, the thorns and briars, pUshed 
their way up among the wheat and choked it. .. ' 

"But he that receiveth 'seed into ,the good ground is he 
that 'heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also 
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty." In a word, what is the differ- -
ence between those wayside hearers, the stony pl;tcc 
hearers" the thorny g.round hearers; and the three classes 
of fruitful hearers? The seed was the same in each case, 
Wherein was the difference? In the quality of the ground. 
The ground was richer in one place than in another. 
Some bore on~y thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred
fold; but in every case the word did actually become 

. fruitful. And all because there had been a preparation 
of the soil for its reception. That was the cardinal 
difference. 

"The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer 
of the tongue, is from the Lord.'" Why did Lydia re
ceive the word at Paul's lips ?-"Whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she 3J1:tended unto the things which were 
spoken of PauL" "Then' opened 'he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scriptures" ,~that was the 
Husbandman breaking up the soil, preparing it for the 
reception of the seed, so that when it was cast into it, it 
germinated, and the roots went down deeply: "First the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full ,corn in'the ear." 
Let us remember that unless the hearts of men are pre
'pared by the direct operation of the: Spirit of God there 
will be no conversions. 
. One may s,ay of a _cert~in sermon, "I cannot see how 
people could be converted under that message." Yet' they 
have been. At another time one'may say, "I do not see 
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how anyone could resist the appeal of that sermon." But 
they did and there were no conversions. The truth pro
claimed was the same in both instances, and yet in the
one case, -because the Spirit of God laid hold of men and 
quickened heart and conscience, they began 11:0 bear fruit. -
Other "convertJs" withered 'away because their hearts were 
not broken of the Lord.' Let us remember that however 
faithf.ully the gospel is preached, however searchingly,
if you will not apply it to the present preacher I will say, 
however ably it may be done, there is no fruit at all un
less the ground is .made good ground by the work of the 
Holy Spirit. So that you see, where there is genuine con
version, all that the preacher, the Sunday School teacher, 
or personal worker, can do, is to sow the seed. What 
makes it fruitful? That is a work that only God can do. 
The preparation of the heart is His ,work. 

That is why we meet for prayer, to ask thad: God will 
prepare the soil, so that the seed may fall into good 
ground. When it do~s, the corn may be of varying 
stature, but it w~ll all have life, and SIOme will bear thirty, 
some sixty, and some an hundredfold. . 

Hence we conclude, that, properly understood, there is 
nothing in the parable of the sower to lend support to 
those who object to the doctrine of the final perseverance 
of the saints. 

II. 
Let U!S l<>9k briefly at A PASSAGE: IN THE: EPISTU TO 

THE: PHILIPPIANS, chapter two. In this chapter Paul 
speaks of the condescension of Christ: ~'Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God. . .. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my a:bsence, work out your own salva.tion with fear 
and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure:" . 

I have often heard that text quoted by people who 
objected to the aoctrine of the final perseverance of the 
saints. On the contrary, there are few texts in Scripture 
that lend it more support. In the first place, we are told 
that our salvation is our own. I do not know that the 
Apostle Paul elsewhere allows the' believer the right of 
proprietorship in anything. He says, "Ye are not your 
own. Y e are the cha.ttels of Jesus Christ. Ye are· the 
slaves of Jesus Christ. Ye are bought with a price, there
fore glorify God it). your body and spirit, which are his." 
We belong to Him, and own nmhing but our own salva
tion. That is ours. T,hat is the one bit of real estate to 
which we- have an unquestioned title-real estate in the 
sense that is so real -that we can never lose it. Your 
own salvation. -. 

Then we are told to work it out. What does that 
mean? I think- it means this: a bther gives his -boy a 
farm and says, "It is yours. It is all paid for, and regis
tered yonder in the registry office. The deed is yours; 
there is no incumbrance; it is yours. Now see how good 
a farm you can make of it. Work it out. See how much 
you can ma:ke it produce." 

You may have a farm that is very productive, or one 
tha.t is very unfruitful; =but in any case it is yours. Sal
vation is ours. It is bought, and paid for: it -belongs to 
us. But we may grow up into Christ, we may cultivate 
our spiritual life, we may go to school spirituaUy, so that 
we may learn more and more of the things of God. We 

may become, so .to speak, educated Christians in the 
spiritual sense, leaving the first prin~iples, and going on 
to that which is higher; or we may be dunces, and instead 
of studying the Word of God, and cultivating our souls, 
we may play with worldly things so that we do not grow. 

I have watched some Christ,ians grow. What a delight 
it is to see things growing just now! A poor bare bush 
that has been dead all winter is now 'becoming -beautifuL 
We have seen some Christians grow like the cedars in 
Lebanon. I wish we could cultivate the faculty of 
observation, and -give God thanks when we see believers 
growing. You remember how the Bridegroom saith, "I 
have come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I have 
gathered my myrrh with my spice." Do you ever go 

-into your garden and see your pomegranates growing? 
Do you ever see if everything is alive and hardy and 
healthy? Do you ever picture the Lord Jesus in His 
garden, looking to see whether ,there is any growth there? 

"Work out your own salvation". Be diligent in the 
cultivation of yC;lUr own spiritual life. It means that 
nobody else can do it for. you. You must do it yourseJf. 
You will never 'become a strong Christian QY hearing ser
moIllS. There are people who love to go on a religious 
drunk. They are religious gourmands. They ,want to 
be eating, eating, eating all the time. A preach~r told me 
some years ago a:bout going to a certain church, succeed
ing a man 'who was reputed to be a "Bible teacher", where 
the people had acquired an appetite for the Word of God. 
This f,riend told me tha.t he found them so fat they could 
hardly waddle. They ·had been so long feeding, feeding, 
feeding, and doing nothing. . 

Ypu cannot become really useful by the hearing of 
sermons, or the reading of books which other people have 
written. You must go to the Word for yourself, an~ 
wor.k out your own salvation. _ 

, A woman told me one day, who was a member of ~ 
church whose pastor was a very popular preacher, "In the 
. last seven years I have learned that a pastor is a kind 
of luxury. We may be thankful to God for a real pas
tor; but a pastor is not a necessity; I have learned in 
these years that my Bihle is a necessity. I prize it more 
than my necessary rood." - She was loyal to her pastor, 
but she said, "He is not my pastor: he is my preacher. 
He prea:ches interestingly, and many people think -it is 
wonderful; but there is no solid meat for a hungry soul 
to feed upon. When I come home from church, I have 
to go to the cupboard and feed myself." 
--That is what -Paul means: "W4erefore, my -beloved, 
as ye have always -obeyed, not a's in my- presence only, 
but now much more in my absence. When I was with 

- you I observed that you listened to what I had to say", 
-and I think he would have said as he did of the Bereans, 
"Ye received the word with all readiness 'of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so. Now that I am absent, be still more diligent, and 
work out your own salva.tion with fear and trembling." 

Not lest we lose it. "Let us therefore fear, lest, a 
promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you 
should seem to come short of it"; "There is forgive
J;less lW_ith thee, that thou mayest be feared"; "Serve the 
Lord with fear, and -rejoice with trembling"; "The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of knowIedge"-"with fear 
and trembling"', lest, having had a salvation given to 
me which 'was- purchased with blood, I should fall short 
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of becoming a strt>ng Christian. God forgive us if we 
are poor,. stunted, midgets!. Let us fear lest that bit of 
the field which God has given us to cultivate should be 
unfruitful. 

'And -the reason you are to work out your own salva
tion is that "it is God which worketh in you both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure". When Sir Adam Beck 
was alive I read an address of his in which he dreamed of 
a day when the ~water powers of this great province would 
be so harnessed that power would be at the disposal of 
the humblest citizen, so that the housewife in her kitchen 
could do her work by power, and the farmer could do 
away with his oil-lamps and equip his farm electrically, 
and light his barns and do all his work with power. That 
would be a great dllY. if .power could be produced so 
cheaply as to take all the drudgery out of life. 

That is what this text means: "It is God which work
eth in you both to will and to' do of his good pleasure." 
We have the electric power, we have the divine energy, 
energizing our will, enlightening our understanding. 
Therefore, seeing ·the Lord has not only given us a great 
estate, but an estate equipped 'with divine power, let us 
lay hold of it and work it out, as becometh those who are 
heirs of God, and j oint heirs with Jesus Christ. There 
is nothing in that text that suggests that we may lose our 
eternal life. 

III. 
Now, hastily, IN HltBRltws, chapter six: "Therefore 

leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go 
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
of the doctrine of baptism~, ap.d of laying on' of hands, 
and of resurreotion of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
And this will we do, if God permit." What he says there 
is, "Do not go back into the kindergarten class. Do not 
take the same course over and over a~in, but aim to make 
progress. Leave the first principles, and go on to per
fection." 

We do not abandon the alphabet when we learn Shake
speare: we use it. We do not discard the multiplication 
table when we learn Einstein's relativity: we use it-at 
least, I suppose they do who understand it. When 'We 
go on to higher mathem3itics we do not abandon the 
elementary principles on which it is founded. So in the 
Christian life: we do not do away with these principles: 
they have been incorporated in our very beings, and have 
so become a part of us now that· we use them ·without 
thinking. The doing of them has hecome automatic. 

. What we used to do from the obedience of the external 
has now become internal; those principles ·have become· 
part of our life. We absor.b them, and thus 'go on until 
by and by we shall matriculate and get to the university 
up ,there-and then still go on for ever. 

Then these verses follow: "For it is impossilble 
. for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, and have tasted. the good word of 'God, and the 
powers of the 'World to 'come, if they shall fall'away, to 
renew them again unto repentance; seeing they cruci~y 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame. For the earth which ·drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft -upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet 
for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from 
God: but that which beareth thorns and briers it is re-

jected, and is' nigh unto cursing; whose end is' to be 
burned." 

What does he mean? He says, in effect, Do not go 
hack, but forward. . Do not go back to those first prin
ciples, fat: it is impossible if pne fall away to be renewed 
to repentance. To whom is the word addressed? It is 
addressed to Christian people. Let me prove it. 

It is addressed to people who have been enlightened, 
spiritually enlightened. That means they have been 
touched by the Holy Ghost, they have been enlightened, 
they have tasted' of the heavenly gift, and "the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord". They 
have actually tasted that the Lord is gracious, and have 
been partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good 
word of God, and the power of the world to come,-if 
the man of whom th3Jt is said is not a Christian, who is? 
"Enlightened" ! f'Tasted of the he1lvenly gi.ft"! "Made 
partaker of the Holy Ghost"! Tasted the good word 
of God"! "And the powers of the world to come"! Do 
you not think ~hat man i:s a Christian? If he is not, I 
do not know who is. 

Let us see what is said about him,-'I'.If he shall fall 
a;way." What does it mean to "fall away"? It cannot 
mean to fall. Go back over the long list. Noah fell; 
Abraham fell; ·Isaac fell ; Jacob fell; Moses fell; David 
fell; Hezekiah fell; Elijah fell---4:hey all fell. Peter, 
who had companied with our Lord, fell terribly. And so 
have we! Have you not? Since you became a Christian, 
have you not fallen at some point or another? . It is like 
learning to walk. It is so long since I Learned to walk 
that I do not quite remember! But I have no doubt that 
in the process of learning to walk I had a good many 
tumlbles. We cannot afford to fall so often since we have 
grown up! ' I have often seen children running as though 
to overtake an ex:press train-when, down they went. I 
have said, "There will be a broken nose" -only to dis
cover it was hut a torn stocking. 
.' You have seen children at the end of the day blaok 
and 'SOiled and torn from many a fall. They fell, but 
they fell in the family and not out of it. In the process 
of learning to walk !before God we fall, but there is a 
great difference between "falling" and "fal14ng away". 

If you look into the Scripture you will find that it ex
plains itself. Shall I tell you the best commentary on the 
Bible that was ever written? The Bible itself. It is self
explanatory. Some people have self-pronouncing Bibles, 
but every Bible is a self-interpreting Bible, if 'only you 
study it enough, and let the Bible teach you. "You do 
not mean to say that I could understand the Bible with
out the help of the preacher?" Of course, you can. I 
remember a man I. had in my congregation, at a certain 
place which I will not name. He was a fine man, a 
noble character. He had a way of ~peaking so that you 
could understand what he said. I have heard him many 
times stand up in a meeting (he was a layman) and say, 
"I have Ibeen reading a scripture to-day", then he would 
quote a text and say a few words. He never spoke long, 
perhaps a minute or a minute and a half, but he was like 
a jeweller displaying precious stones. When he sat down 
people··seemed to say, ~'I did not know that was in the 
Book. Who taught him?" The' Spirit of God. There-
fore, study the Book! ' 

This text, properly understood, is like ,all other scrip
ture properly unde1'1stood, it e:xplains itself. "If they 
should fall away." What. does "falling away" mean? 

.. 



10 (782) THE GOSPEL WITNESS May 7, 1931 

That is the point. It means nDt an Dccasional sin,-I 
mean, not the sin that a man Dr woman cDmmits when 
surprised into some wrong-dDing, as when Dne mournsi : 

"I said this mDrning, I will keep my tongue-but I have 
spoken ill-adv.i1sedly with my lips. I promised I would 
never let my tDngue run away with me again--'but I have 
once more failed to keep my tDngue with a bridle." Fall
ing away is more than that: it is a real crucifixiDn of 
Jesus Christ: "They crucify to themselves the Son o·f 
God afresh, and put him to an open shame." 

Very well, what was involved in the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ? The utter repudiation of all that Christ 
claimed to be. They that crucified Him said, "'He is not 
the Christ. He is not the Son of God. He is not the 
Saviour of the world. Away with Him; crucify Him. 
We do not want Him." That is what the cruoi·fixion of 
Jesus Christ invDlves. If a.nybody falls away after that 
order, utterly to reject and repudiate Jesus Christ as the 
Saviour of men, then surely he would commit the "sin 
unto death." That is what it means. "If"~"if" a Ohris
tian could do that, it wo.uld be. impossible to renew him 
again to repentance. 

. Mark these two things well: first of all, that text teaches 
that a man cannot be converted twice. It means that if 
after: he 4as been regenerated, J11ade partaker of the HDly 
Ghost, ,if by any possibility at all he should fall away in 

. the sense that he would repudiate Christ, and crucify Him 
again, there would be no hope fDr him, no chance of re
pentance for him. That rings the death knell of Armin
ianism, this mixture of works and grace, this experimenta-
tion in religion. . 

That passage alone puts an end to the theory of a second 
probation, a probatt"on after death. If such an one should 
fall away it would be impossible to renew' him again to 
repentance, for his doom wDuld be sealed and settled 
here. He would be damned here before he dies, if thus 
he could repudiate Jesus Christ. 

Why would it be impossible to renew him again? Why·? 
What was done for him the first time? "Enlightened!" 
Is there is bright Light that shines from heaven? After 
he has rejected that Light, is there any chance that any' 
other light could enlighten rum? He has received the 
heavenly gift: "God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not per,ish, but have ev=erlasting life." He had only one 
Son: He has no other to' give.' If, after being enlightened, 
and receiving the heavenly Gift, he sho.uld fall away, 
even God Himself has nothing more to give to him. To 
become partaker of the HDly Ghost, his nature renewed, 
a new creature, yet a secDnd time to' die to God and repu
diate all the means of grace-if that were possible, there 
is no other Holy Ghost. If a man quench the Spirit of 
God, there is no chance fDr him. But' no truly regener
ated soul would or cDuld ever do. so. 

And even "the powers of the world to come". Mark 
that: he has not only received an earnest of all that God 
has to give here, but of all that God has to give hereafter. 
Now then, if he fall away? Can yo.u not see that even 
the resources of Deity have been exhausted; if I may 
reverently say so, in the salvation of the soul thrDugh 
the death of Christ, and if that be rejected, even heaven 
has nothing more to give. If he should fall away it is 
impossible to renew him to repentance. 

He may fall away, may he? Do you think iUs pos
~ible? Do you think that is what the text means·? Surely 

not! Did you ever stand looking at Niagara closely 
enough to see the tumbling waters? Did you ever say 
"If" ?-.l'If I 'should go Dver, what would happen?" Are 
you going to fall Dver because you said that? No! Oh, 
what possibilities! "If"! Oh yes, if the sun were some
how to slip out of its orbit, could all earth-'s astronomers 
throw'·it back again? or cDuld it recover its lost position;
.Of CDurse :it could nDt. But do nDt be alarmed, it has 
not done so-and it will not do so. 

This text, so far from teaching what some would make 
it teach, teaches the opposite. The Holy Ghost says you 
may be sure because YDU have Dn your side all the powers 
of this wDrld and of that world which is to. come. 

• I must hurry, but let us look at this other verse in 
Hebrews ten and twenty-six: "If we sin wilfully after 
that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries." 

To whom is it spoken? To those who. have received 
a knowledge of the truth. What does that mean? An 
intellectual knowledge? Perhaps. 'I'Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make YDU free." Surely it is 
addressed to those who have received the kno.wledge of 
the truth as it is in Chri'st Jesus. They are not likle the 
princes of this world. who crucified the Lord not knowing 
that He was the Lord of glDry. The case is supposed 
of those who know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
that have received the Lord Jesus. 

What is that sin? If we sin w,jlfully. Again I say, 
not that sudden lapse which is the result of the enemy's 
surprise, a slip of the tongue, or even some serious wrong. 
God forbid that I should say anything .to make light of 
sin at any point. I am seeking rather to magnify God's 
grace. What is this wilful sin? It is not these lesser 
things: it i's some deeper, cardinal, transgression, that 
goes to the heart of things. 

How can we find out what it is? It is a rejection of 
the sacrifice for sin. What does the man do who thus sins 
wiHully? _ He treads under fDot the Son of God. He 
CDunts the blood of the covenant an unholy thing. He 
does despite to the Spirit of grace. It is parallel to the 
other passage, but stated in other words: it is an apostacy. 
When I hear men mocking at the blDod of Christ, when 
I hear men reject His virgin birth, I tremlble. If we sin 
wilfully, there remains no. more sacrifice for sins. Cer
tainly! There can be no other. Whoever rejects the 
only _ Sacrifice God has provJded, or that can be prD
vided anywhere in the universe, chooses his own damna
tion. This wilfUl, sin involv.es a deliberate and complete 
rejection of the salvation that is in Christ. In such a 
case there remains nothing but a "fearful IDoking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shalt devour the 
adversaries" . 

The principle of the thirty-~ghth v~rse of the same 
chapter is :the same: "The' just shall live by faith; but 
if any man draw back, my S'Oul shall have no pleasure 
in him. But we are not of them who draw back' unto 
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the 
soul." In every ca'se thDse who thus reject the div,ine 
Sacrifice for salvation are to be found among those whom 
our Lord descr,ihed as thorny-ground hearel1s, or stony
ground hearers, for when the seed falls into good ground 
which the Lord Himself ha's prepared it always brings 
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forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and some an hun
dredfold. 

I have tried to gallop through these passages, so that' 
I might conclude that par.ticular aspect of this matter in 
one message, and when you get your copy of The Gospel 
Witness and have the passages before you, take your Book, 
and study them, so that you may be grounded in- the 

. Word of God fo[" yourself, and be able to say, Hallelujah. 
the grace of God will not permit me.thus to reject JesUIS 
Christ. 

I cannot understand 'how any.body -who has ever seen. 
Jesus Christ, who has really seen Him, could forget Him, 
and utterly reject Him, and trample Him under foot, 
can you? 

"For, ah, the Master is so fair, 
. So sweet His smile on banished men, 

That they who meet H~m unaware 
Can n~ver rest on earth again! 

f'And they who see Him r.isen, afar,
On God's right hand to welcome them, 

Forgetful stand of home and land, 
Desiring fair Jerusalem." 

A NEW B-EiGININI,N'G-HOW CAN IT BE? 
By Rev. T. I. St(K:kley, D.D., Dean 'of Toronto Baptist 

Seminary. 
Following our word 0"£ last week concerning the neces

sity for the new birth, in THE SECOND PLACE OUR LORD 
ILLUSTRATES rfS MYSTERY. "The wind blmveth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit." ~erhaps the wind swept 
through the trees areund them as Jesus talked with Nico
demus, and thus gave special vividness to the illustration. 
Now that illustration indicates the secrecy of the process 
of the Holy Spirit's work. The breathing atmosphere 
fans the cheek, whispers in the grass, rushes through the 
trees, and 13!shes the ocean inte fury; but we cannet see it. 
It is quite an invisible wave, or 'current, in the ocean of 
air. We cannot teU where the wave began, or where it 
will sink inte repese again. "So is every 'One that is born 
of the Spirit". The process is a mystery: it is a divine 
werk; 'but as' man receives the life 'Of God he is made 
alive unte God. Yes; the man who was dead te God 
yesterday is now alive to Him, he trusts Him, knows Him, 
loves Him, is bent on pleasing Him,' and delights in Him. 
A new life has ceme; but 'he gladly owns that the process 
of impartatien is a mystery. Te some it 'comes as gently 
as the zephyrs 'Of a summer evening, to ethers like a de
vastating ternado; but none c~n explain the mystery of 
t!:te holy work. A man may know when the wind of God 
manifestly swayed him, but he dees net know whence 
and hew it came on its holy path, nor how the touch of 
God gave him the life whioh finds its delight in Ged. 
Yes, the processes 'Of this life are secret. . 

Further, there is also independence of action in the 
movement of the wind. The streams 'Of vast atmospheric 
'Ocean de not obey the will of man. He cannot originate 

. or steer the bread 'current of the breeze. So the move
ment of the Spirit i's free and independent. Reference is 
made to this more than once in our Lord's teaching. He 
speaks of two men: in a bed, twe women grinding to-

gether, and two men in 'One fi~1d. And in each case "one 
is taken, the other is left". Persons brought up in the 
same secial surroundings, the same occupation, and even 
in the same family, are yet poles apart in spiritual thought 
and sympathies. A gracious spiritual revival touches 'One 
part of the country and not ancther, sweeps like a mighty 
tide of life over a district" seizing the unlikely; and pass
ing by those whom we had expected to see quickel1ed . 
Reprobates beceme saints, while those near to the kingdom 
still remain outside. This great truth of the sovereign 
independence' of the Spirit is, never meant to discourage, 
or to repel, or to bewilder, fer it is the sovereignty ,o'f . 

. Love, a glorieus independence, which will not ,be fettered 
by the wiU of man. He is the free Spirit, and wherever 
the Spirit 'Of the Lord is there is liberty. He werks in 
the soul secretly; and He wcrks as He pleases, and none 
can say "What doest theu?" 

From the divine side this matter of regeneration, then, . 
is a profound mystery. All life is invisible,' and the en
trance of this life of the Spirit inte the soul of man is 
invisible and secret. 

Tpen, THIRDLY, OUR LoRD TESTIFIES' OF ITS REALI'l'Y.~ 
When Nicodemus said, "How can these things be?" Jesus 
said, "We speak that we do know, and testify that we 
have seen." He was speaking of a matter of fact. So 
to-day the Church of Christ is not theorizing, but wit
nessing to the facts 'Of human experience when she speaks 
of the new birth. It is utterly useless to tell us that the 
drunkard cannot be reformed, when we see men who 
have been slaves te the vice, set free frem its power, and 
made new creatures in ,Christ Jesus through His gospel. 
In the days of His flesh, men argued and quibbled about 
'Our Lord 'giving sight. to a blind man. But all quibbling 
soOn broke down under the bold retort of the man him
self: "Whether. he be a sinner or no, I knew net: one 
thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." 

Our Lord kneW the pow'er of the great principle He 
was laying down; and He knew the facts of experience. 
He says, '~We know". And we ought to speak with the 
same certainty. We know. The history of the Church 
of Christ is decked with the stars 'Of its triumph over sin 
and evil. Tihe facts abound on every hand. They are 
constantly coming under our own 'Observation. Listen 
to this: 

A good many years ago in England a man lost his wife, 
forsook his family, and left them utterly. He lost all 
sight and knowledge of them, and they of him. Just a 
few years since he was taken to the Croydon poorhouse. 
After a time he was placed in "The Shanties" with the 
aged men. Here he heard the gospel message as our 
friends teU it in the bright little service which they cen
duct there every S:unday afternoon. The old man eagerly 
drank in the message, and soon became a new man in 
Ohrist Jesus. Receiving the new life, the life of God, he 
was soon led to 1!hink once again of his family; and, 
making enquiries, he discovered that some of his children 
were still living not many miles away from, Creydon. 
The result was that he was restored to the bosom of his 
family, happy beyond measure in the discovery of his 
long neglected dhildren; and they were delighted indeed 
te have found their long-lost father, and te have found 
him a regenerated and forgiven man. "We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen." 
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Here is another case: A letter came to us from a 
man who attended one of our services. He went away 
after that service, but was obliged to return, and to yield 
himself to God. His letter teUs of his new birth. He 
says he h~d .been "a bad lot", having been imprisoned six 
times for drunkenness and theft, and his home was "like 
a hell". But now his letter declares, "It is like a heaven". 
And within two or three 'weeks of his new birth he had 
induced thirteen of his old pals to sign the total abstinence 
pledge. "We .speak that we dO' know, and testify that 
we have seen." 

A leading congregational minister in London tells of an 
experien~e of his. Some of the cultured young men in 
Ibis congregation felt 'led to go out into the slums of the 
district, and make an effort to save the lost. Their efforts 
were richly blessed; and some men and women with an 
evil record came to tlhe services, and, with streaming eyes, 
asked, "What shall we do to be saved?" They 'became 
the recipients of the new life, and their changed characters 
soon told tlhe reality of the work. "This", says the 
minister, "has revolutionized my ministry. The wonders 
wrought by the Spirit of God compel me to preach as I 
have never preached hefore." Such stories of trans
formed lives could easily be mUltiplied. "We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen." 

In these days of unbelief it is encouraging to receive 
tidings O'f glorious fads of remarkable conversions from 
. Africa, and China, and South America, and otIhe Islands 
of the Seas. Men ar~ be~ng born again, and made new 
creatures in 'Christ Jesus. . 

Yes; it i·s possible to make a new beginning. Such a 
b~ginning is necessary; it is mysterious, hut it is a solid 
reality. ," 

FOURTHJ.y, OUR LORD UNPOI,DS THE AGENCY BY WHICH 
THE WORK IS WROUGHT. "As Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son O'f man be lifted 
up; that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life." Nicodemus had asked, "How can 
these things be?" Our Lord now shows the "How" on 
the 'human side. He points 'him back to a scene of deep 
'significance in the. history of Israel.. The people were 
bitten 'by serpents, and were perishing in, thousands. At 
the word of God Moses lifted up a brazen serpent, 'the 
symlbol of the cause of their death, and whosoever obeyed 
t~e w<?rd and looked to the symbol, lived. The poison 
was soon swept out of their veins, and they received new 
life and heallth. "Even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up." Yes; our Saviou~ Himself,'in His,deep love for us 
men, ~o sinful and defiled, took upon His holy Soul the 
burden' of our sin, aild .gave up His life unto death upon 
the cross, as the Lamb of God to bear away the sin of the 
world. Now "W,hosoever believetih in him shaH not perish, 
but have everlasting life/' The new life comes ~hrough 
the look of faith. The vision of the wondrous love of 
God in Christ renews the soul. To look at that cross, 
that death of shame and suffering on our behalf, even 
though we only faintly understand its meaning, is to live. 
:fhe sight of that love transfO'rms ·the soul. The sinful 
man is born again: "01~ things ar:e passed away; behold, 

'aliI things are 'become new." . 
Yes; this is ItIhe answer to the question, "How can a 

man be born when 'he is old?" Let him look, with the 
look of his soul, to the matchle.s'S 10ve of God, expressed 

in the cross of Calvary, and the man receives new Hfe, 
the heavenly eternal life. The mighty agency is the cross 
of Christ. 

"Brethren", said a North American Iridian, "I have 
been a heathen, and I know how heathens think. Once 
a preacher came, and began to expound to us that there 
is a God. But -we told him to return to the place whence 
he came. Another came and told us not to :lie, nor steal, 
nor drink; and we did not heed him. At last one came, 
and told us of God's love for us, and how He became 
man, and gave His life a ra,nsom, and shed His blood for 
sinners. I cowld not forget his words, and a gracious 
spiritual awakening began among us." 

Our Lord declares that this faith in His wondrous 
death is the means of the new life to men; and certairuly 
He ought to know; 'Here, then, is the answer -to the 
question, "How can a man be born when he is old?" 
Such a new 'birth is an absolute necessity for all men; 
such a birtih is a great mystery on the "divine side, yet it 
is a glorious reality, for our Lord speaks what He knows. 

. And here is the divine a~ncy: the ,Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This new life may he yours: 

"There is life in a look at the Crucified One, 
There is Jife at this moment for thee; 

Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be saved, . 
, Unto Him Who was nailed to the tree." 

AN IRRATIONAL uNATIONAL" SOCIETY. 
, We recently met with a statement to this effect: That 

which is essentially i-rrational cannot be disproved by 
reason. That simple sentence throws a flood of light upon 
the Women's Missionary Society of Regular Baptists of 
Canada. Its Constitution, its programme, the conduct 
of its Board, are all utterly irrational. But its irrational
ity cannot be proved to its devotees by any process of 
reason. The fact that they approve it in the light of 
recent events proves conclusively their insensibility to 
reason's approach. We do not write, therefore, with any 
hope of changing the mind 'of any apologist for this ex
traordinary organization. 

The sentence with which we opened this article occurred 
in an article which discussed the irrationality of certain 
modern cults such as Christian 'Science and Theosophy. 
We could not help feeling, when reading it,'that the prin
ciple applied with equal force to the Women's Missionary 
Society under review, in respect to its irrationality. 

Apparently the Women's Missionary Society'is as irra
tional as ever, for in the last issue of its orgari, The'Regu
lar Baptist Call, readers are informed "that the Women's 
Missionary Society of Regular Baptists ·of. Canada was 
fonned as a NATIONAL society" etc. It is further 
stated that 'I'heing organized as a National society, it can
not be made a part of any PROVINCIAL organization of 
churches" . 

Certain people will read that and 'say, "Of course many 
people do not understand that." We expect this "national 
society" slogan will become about as popular as the 
familiar phrase, 'fOver and above". We write this brief 
comment on the matter for the information of those who 
are not blinded by feminine sentimentality. 

What is the cardinal principle of ,Baptist church polity? 
Is it not that each local church is' autonomous and self
governing, and recognizes no authority outside of itself, 
save the will of its Head." as expressed in the sacred 
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Scriptures? In all ~ruly Baptist orgimizations the local 
church is the unit of organization, and no such organ~za
tion exercises authority over the church, 'but derives its 
authority from the church." But this so-called' "Regular 
"Baptist" Society has no relation to any church. There 
is nota single local church of any sort which can, by any 
means, as a church, register its will in respect to any of 
the affairs of the Society. 

There may be some reason-doubtless there is-for 
such a society as the China Inland Mission, to be organ
ized independently of any and every church, for the rea
son that it is an interdenominational society. But this 
VVomen's Society is said to exist "to do Regula.r Baptist 
work, sending out only Regular Baptist missionaries to 
teach Regular Baptist principles, esta:blish Regular Bap
tist Churches and Missions, and maintain R,egularBap
tist practices." It is so thoroughly "Regula.r Baptist" 
that the Society I"gives no money knowingly to any cause 
or missionary who does not stand on these principles .. 
Should we by any chance make an error in this regard 
it would immediately be cOll"rected when called to our 
attention." 

So there you have it. The Society exists to do Bap
tist work, and will not knowingly do any other kind 
of work; and yet it ,has no relation whatev'!r to any 
local Baptist church, or group of local Baptist 
churches, under the shining sun. Are Baptist churcHes, 
then, throughout the Dominion of Canada-in British 
Columbia, the great West, Ontario and Quebec, the 
Maritime Provinces-:-so utterly devoid of "Regular" 
Baptist principles that not even one church in th~ en
tire Dominion Can be trusted to have any part in this 
Regular Baptist Missionary Society? 

On the contrary, a group of women, appointed by no 
church, responsible to no church, implicitly repudiating 
the authority of all churches, in ,fad abjectly sub-mis:
sive, to one person, must constitute themselves a 
"National" "Regular" Baptist Missionary Society. 

This Society exists "to establish Regular Baptist 
Churches", but it has not yet established one of any sort 
anywhere, J:'his great "'national" Society suppqrts three 
missions in the whole Dominion, missipps which have 
no independence, but which are wholly subject to this so
called "national" society. 

If this Society "cannot be made a part of any Pro
vincial organization of churches", why should it have 
so c.>rganized itself as to depend wholly for its support 
upon Auxiliaries organized within, but independent of, 
a ProviI\cial organization? This "national society" 
plea is on a par with the "over and a:bove" phrase. It 
~s what a salesman would call a "talking point'~, and 
is sheer, unmitigated humbug. 

We rebuke ourselves that we should 'so long have per
mitted the subtle and p~rnicious influence of The Regular 
Baptist Call to pass without protest. In principle, it is 
destructive of the peace of the home. It always assumes 
feminine supeniority, and would put woman in a place 
that is altogether contrary to the position the Bible assigns 
her. It is destructive of the peace of the church, and 
can work little but mischief where its admonitions are, 
heeded. . 

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of women-we do not 
know what the .total membership of all its Auxiliaries 
was-joined the local Auxiliar.ies, but the overwhelming 
majority of them did not know what they were joining. 

There are thousands of women who are just as reason
able as men, and just as susceptible to rational appeals. 
'Rational women are rapidly coming to see that the' genius 
of this Society is utterly unscr.iptural, and are severing 
all connection with it. Sentimentalists, emotionalists, and 
intuitionalists, cannot be moved by any evidence, and they 
will bI.indly go on in their course. 

In any group of women--or of men either for that 
matter-there will be found some belonging to this latter 
category. Rea:son can do nothing for them. And this 
type ,represents .the dominant company in this Women's' 
Society.- And in every instance, notwithstanding their 
boasted loyalty to their respective churches, where a dIS
cussion has arisen, t~ese sentimental, emotional. intuition
ists have put the Women's Society ·before their church. 
before their Pa:stor and 'before- the genera.1 welfare of 
the churches of Christ. In other words, to them this 
"national" Society is more than any church or all 
churches, more than any pastor, or all pastors. It is com-, 
posed of a group of Heaven's favourites who have a 
private w1re to heaven, .who assume they monopolize the 
mind of the Spirit, and are above all scripture, or reason 
or ordinary common sense. ' , 

The Editor of The Gospel Witness desires it to be 
known that he has absolutely 110 fellowship with this 
Society. It may accomplish some good here and there, 
for God sovereignly overrules the unw.i'Sdom of men, and 
even of women, too; but we are convinced that the prin
ciples of its constitution and the whole genius of its 
organizatiop., are inimical to the best interests of any and 
every cilUrch that would be loyal to New Testament pr.in- . 
ciples. However sound the Women's Missionl;lry Society 

, may be theologically, there can be no doubt that ecc1esio
,logically it is utterly unscriptural. 

'RADIO LETTERS. 
Alliston, Ont., April 14th. 

"Dear nr. Shields: 
Just a fe.w lines in apprecia·tion' of :your inspiring mess'age 

on the twelfth. As it is impossible for me to ,get out twice 
to our church servi~s, it ·is a wonderful -OIPiPortunity to hear 
your hea.rt-reachm~ mesSillges' of the gospel." 

Co!bourg, Ont., April 1.ath. 
"Dear Sir: 

Please send me. a iCOpy -of the addTess given ,by ytOu on 
Sunday last. I ha'V1e been in iCanml'a 1Iiearly two yeaTS, and 
have heard you preach ooc8lSionally. 

YOlH' addresSillast Sunday'W'8.Sl very inspiring, and I praise 
God 'With you for the trophies won last ,Sunday." 

- "Dear Doctor: 
Scranton, 'Pa., April 13th. 

I had the pleasure ·of dis·tening to a talk .given by YIOU last 
evening ()VeT' the raldio, against vices -and .pleasures of .the 
present ·age. Th-ank the Lord that'lWe still have a few dJarir).g 
men ltke yourself who are fea;rless. • • • -

Am enc}.osing one,d{)lIar for copies of 1P8IP-en;1 which I Ih-()pe 
to send out. Probably !Win wish to «"der m()re later on,. I 
am a semi-invalid, ,but still hopiDlg the d'ear ·Father may use 
me for service while He tarries'." 

Toronto', lCa.nada, -Aipril 16th. 
"Dear Dr. Shields: . 

• I 'W'Ould .like very ~ueh a C()py of Y'o.ur sermon last Sunday' 
. mght, whlch we enJoyed! 'Very much. II feel there are not 

enough m.inisters -prealclhing like that. .our Young :peop~e are 
indulging in these worldly pleasures f()il" laclc of [ea.deirshiip. 
God !bless you in your, work. 
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and wait f.or any speciaiI: eaY; they shau.ld I IV. THE ATTI1lUDE OF MOSES, 
do th~ duty nearest to them, and leave (vs. 11, l!2). 
the rest to .God. He .!Ch.ooses the husy .M. al·zed' h ·h· h .L L._.· 

Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf 
Vol. 6 No.2 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 
people foor further seTVlce, ;not the idolers. oses .re I :Ii e . J.g ~lOIl!OU: 'uclng 
Note fUl'ther the place .of the c~ the o1rered. h~, ~ut felit hl;S unwo~thlness to 
significant appearance of the an~1; His .accept It, and car~ out th~ d'UtJ~ ·attaeh-

Lesson 21. May 24th, 1931. identity, the Lo,rd Jesus; the m.iraeulous ed thereto. He 'sald ,unto God, Who am 
Secondl Quarter. features 'attending His appearance, (v. I, that I s~'oul~ ~o '!linto ~hllll"~().h, and 

3); the purpose o;f the same; and tb th~t ,I ,g,h.ou.ld ibring ~~;th the chIldre}l ~f 
effect .on 'Moses (v 3). ~sJ.'lael out of ~gYJP!;. (y. 11): ThlSo 1S 

. ,. m contrast WIth' hIS 'attl1iude In Egypt, THE CALL OF MOSES. 
E IC 0 (Acts 7:2'5), and is a manifesta.tion of his 

LessO'n Text: Exodus, chapter three. II. TH VO E F THE LORD. h'lllmlbles,pirit. The 'anSIWer .of God 'is 
GO'lden Text: "And God said unto Moses, (vs. 4-6). . mostgraciollS and encou.r8lging. He 

I AM THAT I AM: and he said, The at?"acti().n af the burnmg hush said, '~CertainIy I wi.H ,be 'With thee; and· 
Th sh It thou say untO' the chil- e~ected I·tS 1P:1l11Pose, and ,Mioses t~ed thiS' shall ,be a token unto thee that I 

us a aside to see It. 'and heard God's V'()'ICe have sent thee; Wihen th().u hast brought 
.dren of Israel, I .AM hath sent me from its midst, (v. 4). Havmg answered :lionh the .peop,le out ,of E~t, ye shaH 
unto thee." (v. 14.) the call Moses received directions COlli- serve God upon this moun1la:in", (v. 12). 

1. THE BURNING BUSH, (vs. 1-3). 

cerning the attitude which he should God alwlliy's glOes iWith His' servants .when 
adopt in the divi,ne presence. God said, He sends' them .on His :business, (,M'att. 
"Draw ;not nigh hither: put ·off thy shO'es 28:20). He never JeaV'eS His .own, (Heb. 

In the last chapter we left MoS'es in from 10ft' they feet, for the plaoo whereon l!3:5). Note the fulfillment of God'·s 
the land .of Mid~an. 'Forty ,years have thou standest .iIs 'hol'Y'~~', (v. 5). word, and the evidence ,of the divine 
intervened, .and 'We find him stHI in the '1'his implies the ;hQly char.acter .of God, nature .of the M·osaic ~al~, '(17:6), also 
~.n""A land. Thes' e have !been yea.l'S of the S'anctuying influence of His presence the evidence attendant upon the divine 
., ..... " upon His dwelling pla.ce, and' the !pl'oper call of leaders in the present day, and 
quiet retirement, ibut .years also of most attitude.of man in· aPiP1'Ioachinlg H~m. He in relatIon to all God's servants; foil' 'if 
!Pl"ecious 'and necesHry training. His is hO'ly; man lInust ,be reverent in His He has called 'US into His. :service 'he will 
SOJ·ourn in Egypt with its privi.Jeges wa;s. presene'e. God f'llrlher addresses Moses manifest His· 81pproval in some manner 

in ·expLanation of His identity, (v. 6), in the wo·rk!We are d·oin,g. 
no dou'bt of .g;reat value :to hw; but the graci.ousil.'Y li;n:king with His name the 
acquisition of !WIOrlilly lmOlWledge -and! founders ,of the natIon of Israel. He was V. THE DIRECTIONS OF GOD, 
aoooonplis'him'ents was insufficient for the the 'God .of .Albra:ham, and his deSICend- (vs. 13-212). 

. k hich IGod intended !him to do ants-, in a very .sp·ecial manner, by reve-
'Wor w;. . • • , nfi· lati.on. "And .Moses hid his fau; f.or he' Having received the assurance of 
'Dbe EgYlpban trammg ibred: 6e1:f~ - was afraid to loOik Up'on, .God." This was God's prese1llCe :with. Mm in his mission 
d~nce; the desert training was necessary a s·O'lemn mGment for IMoses.: he was' face to Egiypt, M,oses asks a question reLating 
in order to inOO!Lcate humility and r.ll>- to face with the :su,pernatura1, wi<th the to ·the lCond'lllCt ·of that mi$sion. When 
11' ce upon God!· the fOl'lIll.er afl'ecied the divine; and, realizing the ,greatn~ and he informed the Isra:elites that the God 
~ an . . .t'IIIa1: h.oliness ,of ,God, he !Was afraid in His of their fathers' had 'sent .him, and they 
~nte~lectua}, th~ latter, th~ splr~ '. presence. asked His name, what Slhould he ~ay unto 

T1mes ·af quret ooonm'Umon WIth God, .... them? ('Y'. 1'3). "And God saId unto 
from the distractions .of men al'e Godly fear ·lS llllI1leh La~kIDg I'll these M·oses, I .AM THAT I AM: and he saild 

awa'Y , day:s~ and: ·therefore requ!res to -be e!ll- thus shalt thou sa un:li th chudr f 
;n~~ssary foor '~ds se;vants. ~ote phaslz~ ,whenever poss~b~e. No;t-e lts Israel, I A:M .haJ 'Senf :m: unto ~~:'" 
EhJ'ah ·at the ;brook .chenth, (I KIngS ~~ne~cla.I l}Jlture. T,h~rE! IS· IIIl!8mfested (v. 14). This title denotes· the se1f-
17:5), Ezekiel at 'the river ,Ohelbar (Ezek. m. thl's ~cldent tlM; :re!lhty.of God, the ~xi&tent One, the Absollllte ,God, the :name 
1.1) Pl· A ~Ma (Gal 1·17 18) f.a.ct?l HI;S oo:mm~nJcatmg WIth men, and !by 'W'hreh He had .made Himself known . , au m r&:, .., , HIS mterest m HIS creatures. ,. , 
Jlohn in the Isle of Patmos, (IRev. 1:9), to A~rah8lm, (qen. 115), and,. theref?re, 

. N tl.· H· . peculIarly .asso·clated IW'1th HLs r·eIatlO.n-
/lnd our Lord In ·a,zare.!> m' IS :varIous III. THE PURPOSE OF GOD, (vs. 7-10). ship to His ,people. Note the significance 
retiirements. Note also the nature .of . In these verses God. decla;r.es His of the various titl'eB used by Him, and 
Mos'es! training, the contrast with the lmorwJedge of that which wa.s {)CC'Url'tng the jjact that .this includes them all. In 
Egryptian :period its 1P1lIrpose, its neces- in Egy·pt. He had 'seen <the affliction of ~eference to this l!NlIIIle .Godl a~ds,. "This 
· . . ~, t th . d' Th Hl,s p'Q'OipI~ He "'ad lLea~.:J· thel·r c.....,. a~'d IS my nam.e for ever, and th1s' IS my 
:Slty, and Its equlva1e·n.. ese ay:s. e < ~". ~1 '11 ·.u .'.n" memo.rial IIlnto 'all ,"""nerations", (·v. 15). 

d He knew <their s{)rrows, (v. 7). He wa.s .,-
-time ·spent by M'oseB In the esen was' therefore not indifferent to their condi- Fu·rther directions ·are given Moses in . 
'long peaceful ,pr.ofita'ble, restful. tion. He to.ok note ·of th'at .which was relation to his misSiion. He is told to 
· The nature '.of ,Moses' occllJPation de- occurring, ·and He !knew :&iII about their "Go ~d ga,.ther the elders 'of Israel to-

t h' h Tt I Egy;pt ill' iWas a state. He then declares His pur.p·ose, 'gather', (v. 16). The lJladers ·of Istael 
,nO' es . IS 'Unll I Y·. n e first tn reference to 'Israel, (v. 8), then were first to be inf.ormed ·of God's pur
-resident of the palace, in Midian a !keeper concerning Moses, (v. 10). His dec1ared pose, then they were to enter the IPres
.of sheep, (v. 1). T.his ,gives lIIlanifesta- intention was to deliver .the Israelites ence o·f Pharaoh .8II!d' say unto 'him, "The 
-tion .of a ohange in his chara'cter, further fl'om bondage, and to Ibring them into a Lord God of the Hebrews 'hath met wi1Jh 

·d . ed· h' tt·1lude tOlWard' the ea:!" land flowing with mi'llk and hon8¥. ThiS us: 'and now .Jet us ~, :we beseech thee, 
.eVl e~ m .~s ,a r •. f ''''I t f H· h-... · d three days' journey into the wi.Jderness, 
of God·. Prevlous~:y s'eLf confident, noW' Wias In 1lI1'11 men o· 1s P1'l0lPi ",.lC wor " that we may s.acrifice :"- the T -~d ~ur ('Gen. 1:5:14), 'and .man~fests His Ifaith- 'IN .uu. v 

.distrusting self. 'He had come to kno:w fulness, and His' care for His people, (I God", (v. 18). The. result .of this re-
himself, although he had· not yet come Peter 5:7). - quest would !be re:f.usal on the part of 
,t th fi n erience 'of complete trust Ph!1raoh to let 1fu.e. people go, (v. 19). 
• iO e u exp In the ealT.y'ing '().ut ,of this .great de- ThIS 'Would lead to Judgment on the part 
In 'God. He had 'Yet to iearn that God liverance -God .PU'l',Posed to use Moses as ·of God, (v. 20), and deliverance f{)r His 
.could d·o tha:ouigh him what he, ·().f him- leader. It was a high honour acc().:r.ded ·people; directicm. ,being given that they 
.self, could not do. He had fai~ed 18llllent- this !J1l~n, and a work for :v.:hi.ch he had shOlUld n().t depart empty, (v.. 21), but ask 
albl ." h· 'att .pt to'asslllmethe leader- been lo·ng '9:Dd carefully trl.'-Ined. When pres~nts f1'l0m the Egiyiptll~.nS, .(v. 22), 
. . y m IS em ., the need ·arlS'es., God has HIS man ready not m the sense of ;borrowlIllg In order 
shIP ·of I'srae1 ibecau:se 'he had .made the to perfOl'lIll. His twin, even though: tbe to return, hut with the intenti.o'll of re

.. endeav().ur in his own strength. He was man himself may not understand his des- taining-the favour of God disposing the 
~ing to be taught 00 do the wo:r.k in tiny, and may even at first decline the EgIYlptians to CO'IlliP,ly with Ibhe request. 
God's W~"Y', and Iby the he1;p .of divine honour extended to him, as Moses, (v. 11), This :would mean a return in some ·mea

.pOlWer. Jeremiaih, (J'er. 1:6), ,'!'dhn Knox, and sure f.or the years of labour 'given the 
Note the circi:llIIllsltalllCes .of the call. It others. Note the .need :lior patient 'WIait- Egyptians, whi:le under ·hondlllge. Note 

.came wihile he was 'engaged i!D his usual ing upon God, that He may work in His the omniscience, ju,g,tice, and pGwer, of 
.,oceupation. God's servants need Dot sit own ti·me. . God. 
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"AFRIC'S SUNNY FOUNTAINS"? fort. Indeed, it maY'be hailed as 1Jhe. :!lor want of food, ,he 'collapsed on libe 
'l1h'at part of Africa, knl:JlVin as 1fue Last wOTd in modern architecture 'afte.r streets·. Mr. 'Gulthme tried to show him 

Relpubl1c oI:f Lilbeda, situalted ,on the West libe taste off Jife dn the temporary hut the goodness of -God during all his long 
Ooast, knows nothing 'Of "Sunny Foun- during its· erection. journey and 'his need oIf salvation, and 
taine", ibut its jungle-liike interior; il\ls while he 'seemed 'impres'sed, he d~d nolt 
pathless bush and its many hills, have Mr Davey Covets Privilege. alCCept the Lord Jesus Christ. The next 
not been unsurmountable /barriers to our A letter from Mr. Davey states the :liol- .sunday ·a:fiternoon he was again wsited 
miSosi()lJl'aries. . 1'0W'ing-"I envy Mr. and Ml1s. Mellish and for an hour Mr. Guthrie labored 

In recent issues of the "Union Ba.pt;iSil; t:he pri'Vlilege ,that . lies ,bef.ore them and with him in 'an endeaVior to make the 
Wli:tness" some reports nlWe been given am just aching to ··go wi1fu them, but it Way clear. The young' ·man was very 
of the eXlplQrati'on trip taken by Rev. seems best f'Or the time being thoat we wea:k from illness, bUIf; would not yield 
and Mrs. Davey and Rev. Gordon 'Mel- r,emain here. The new work wHl the ;himself to Ohl'list. The nex:t week M1r. 
Ush, and ·the readers will 'be interested hard work, bult .b'oth Brother and Sister Guthrie found. /he had left the hospital 
in further news culled from other let- MelIiSih 'are keen fbo takie it 1lfP and tiheli:r and all trace of him was lost. 
ters. oPl!ortunities in s~h a field 'c~n~O't be . Just a few weeks ago M·r. GUJtjhrie 

estlmat~d. They ~n not be buddmg on was asked to speak at the Pastors' and 
Twenty-five Miles in One Day. ani>ther·s f,ou!ldlabons and we are sure People~s ,ComereIl!Ce held! in Oxfol'd. St. 

Because elf otihl"eatening rain and 18 1lh!at they m11 dlo 18 wo;nderfui w.ork Baptist Chul'ICh, W,oodstoC'k, and after 
desire to knO'w just hOlW many !hours there." delivering his m,essage he was IIlPpl'IOac'h. 
wO'Uld separate :the nE!IW station from the The Bassa' People. ed . !by a Lady who requested an inter. 
one l00ated: at New ,Cess, the SClO'Utmg view, samng bt she /had come til' the 

rt .J. I WI.. 1. t da ,,'" thool "The Bas.soa tribe extends fr.om the " • pa y presseu! O'n 'L1lle Mas 'y w. ..... r meeting espeCially to see him. She stated 
jO'U·rney 'and covered s'ome twenty-five place ·marked Mars'haU, just ,bellow Mon- that she had seen 'his name in the paper 
miles in one d!ay. I,n commenting 'on rovia, to the point m'arked SinO', that lis and thought th~ pel'!haps .he WIa8 the 
thlis, Mrs. Met1lfSibi w:rdtes: ~'Imagine, coas'bwdse, then north and soutih-east for young m'an Sihe had been looking for 
Mrs. Davey walking every step .of the two ,or three days' inland. After this, during 18 numiber olf years. This lady 
way. JuSlt think of t'hiose Jong miles., there is a gap re;presenting two days' asked Mil". Guthrli.e ,if he rememlbered 
tJhrough. LiberiJa's backiw.oods, where journey with no people, and then you t lki t . th T if; 
often tihere' is' DlO pa.1fu and str,eams ihave meet lihe Gio and! Mano tribes. We have a' ng 0' a fO'llI!Jg man 10 • e oron 0 
to be cros'sed in some way or other. She advanced due east ·imd: are openling a General HospItal, . ~nid:on !belD~ assoUred 
came back smiling, however, 'and after rO'Ute !!lO'r future development of untold that he .rememlbere:d qUlI~ ;w:ell, she sta!Jed 
a ferw hours' reSlt was as gOlod as ever. possibilities. We' hope to have Y'O'Ung 1fuat she had !been ~omlJllls,SIlIoned by hIm, 
Slhe s'a~d, 'Better' because she nad 10Slt men, BaSISa 'young men, who will s,ome her nephew, to gIve ~ messa'ge obo _ a 
a few pounds." day be placed in ibebween, in c'harge of preacher, named Guthne. She fuTther 

out-sch001S, .thus linlcing up ,the who'le olf stated that she was the last one til' talk 
Moving Day:.. the Bass,a tribe 'and sys1:iematically its Ito. ~he ?"ooUo:g man 'before he' pass~ 81way 

W.hell.l tJhe new lady m~SSlon;anes s'aw people with the Gos;pel." and that hl~ laSlt m~s,age ~as, Ii y.ou 
the native ,house where' M,r. .Lewis and' ever run across a t1'btJ.!l Irls,h ~reacher 
Mr. Davey I~ved f.or a while and lWlhere by the naJlll~ of quthne, teLl hIm that 
Mrs. Davey tOiok u!p hO'll's'e'kieeping on her PERSONAL WORK. because of !hIS tes1ii~ODIY I h~ve accept:ed 
arrival in Li:beria, they wondered how In CiO'nV'ersation with one Off our Pas- ~he Loird Jesus ,OhrIst and )"IIll meet hIm 
she stood it. As you Imow, it was 10- tors a day .or ,s·o ago, he regdstered his m Heaven.'~ 
cated dn 'a dirty viHage and waSi most conviC'l;~on that the greates,t Slin of the ~od; alwafs are ilhe ·amlbasmd'Ol's of 
unsuita,ble, and yet what an entr~ day was ind~fference, iIlJot only the in- 'Ch.r:lst pe.J.'Ill.?-tted to know how t.he Lord 
was gai.ned through tihat contact WI·1ib difference W'hi'ch sinners manifest to- has. IUSed ~:JIS. Word to a~cOllllphSih. that 
native life! And now, Mr. and Mrs. ward the claims 'of Ohri,st Ibut the indoif- wthereunto ;It I~, sem, but He IS faIthful 
Mellish are moving to 'a native h01;lSe- fere-nce of Christians as ~o the need elf 1fu.at promised. . 
a :house -that ClliIlnot boast of even mud ,their fellow-men. It lis ·to'O .true that 
walls and located in one lof the interior those whoo have the assurance o'f salva- BETHEL, ORILLIA. 
viUages of the gl10up they wish to reaCh. tion 'and are rejoicing in the HI'essed Attendance at ·the Sunday Services of 
There are twenty-Oille tOlWns under the Hope, neglect many opipiOll'tunities of wit- :BeIthell Regullar Bap·tiSlt Church, Orillia, 
one ,Chief ,a~ ~u~h. couI'ltesy has been nessdng 'and ·are often !floo afraid Off re- have been moSlt encouraging during the' 
shown ~he D!'lg.sl],O'nanes. p.ray that ~e buff·s to make cle·ar the pla~ of sa~va- winter months 'and a seTies of me's's'ages 
Lord WIll gIve .Mr. and .'M.r.s'. Melhsh tion ev:en wih.en the Lord ,has OIPened the .delivered by PastOir JoIhn Byers :relating 
mueh encoura'gement and frUIt as they way. to the Second Ooming .of 'Ohri·st aDJd the 
labor among these people, the only .a:m- ·For the encouJ.'lagement ,of those who End Times, have al'\O'1lSoed much interest. 
bassad'oil"s of the Cross in 'all that hea- 'are doing, or desire to do, pers'onal work, Regular prayer meeting'S have been h~ld 
then district and is'Olated from the fel- the folLowing story as related: by the on Wednesd!ay ·and F'rid'ay evenings and 
10wsh'i<p. ~rf the. other niis~i!l'8aries. Rev. R. D. Guthrie, of Courtland, at a the attendance ihas regisltered as high 
. It Will! re~wre the hluting IO'.f some recent Ja~s. Stz;eet Baptist Chuol'clh as ~orty. One of the church's YlO'UJIg 
sev~ty carrIers to take the. necess'~ry after meeting, IS g'lVen. men !has c'ondUICted 'a co·ttage prayer 
equ~pment over the mapy mIles WIh~cih .sollDe five yea·rs a,go, Wlhen PiastOT meeting on 1fue oul\lskirts of the to,Won 
se.pa;t1ate t~e ~o statIons, 'and '!ili:es~ Guthrie 'W'!l's visiting the TorontO' Gen- with spJ'endid success. 
car~ers Wln need mucih .. s~perv~,sI~. eral HOS'Pltal, on a Sunday afternoon, A reol1gl81lJiz'ad;ion olf 'iJhe Sunday SchoO'I 
Agam the r:;quest of. ()IIlr m'lSSI~na;:es IS he was aIIltracted to ·one of the firs,t ibeds has g;rea1Jly increas'ed 1fue inotereSJt d.n 
passed on, Pray 'WIlthout ceasmg • in the ,W!ard, 'Where a: young man, that daparllment of ·the' work as well ·as 

. apparently very Nl, :was .ty.ing. Mr. the attendance. . 
Plans. For OccupatIon. Guthrie engaged him in conversation and During libe winter, the church has en-

When Mr. I8nd Ml1s. Mellish have taken found that ihe did not MOW the LOIl'd joyed the messages of vi.siting P'astol1S, 
up residence on the ~ew station and Jesus Chris-t. :He also heard his long Rev. W. J. H. BrOlWD, who spoke on'1fue 
while Hving in the native ihOlUse, they and interesting story, the gist of wihicih Home Mission work.of our Uni·on; Rev. 
wi:H proceed ·to -buHtd a cO'untry type of was tlra.t he had run away from the Arthur Glass, who told! off work among 
house, tili.'a-t is a mud 'house, with mud police d'orce in Ireland: because of some'1fue Jewi.sth people, and IOthe:rs, w!hose 
floor and thatCh roof. The mate'nal will trouble, had ;worked IDS way to Quebec ministry 1fue Lord honored. The church 
be at h'and and this type of hQuse it is and from th,ere to 'Montreal, had tra- is booking dlol1WaJrd to visits fr.OIID. Dr. 
expected will offer sO'me degree of com- velled by freig.ht tradn to Toronto, wheTe T. T. Shields and Rev. Alfred;T. Lewis .. 
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OWEN SOUND. ville Sunday School !have purchased a lion, who ministers to groups at Quigley 
Settlement Iflnd Galway Road in addition 
to BobcaY'geon. 

, . . piano, lW!hiclh 'Will lbe used fior the chil-4- tIm'~ of rea.L blessmg has been ex- dren's meeftings. The mst ,of this series 
p.erlenoed by tihe .south End Regu!ar BaJp- O!f meetings', held Jias.t week, proved a 
tlSI!; Churclh, ~ ,Sound, O!f which Rev. good start mor this ,s'pecial effort to reach 
JOIhn Dodds IS Pasitor. The 'attendance the young life of the town with the 
has . he~. splen~id ·and during recent Gospel. 
evaDlgei1islli'c serVlces many came ,to the 
Lord. 

The Church is ipurchasi.ng the Savoy 
Theatre, splendidly located- and offering 
many advantages. 'as a ipermanent c:hurcih 
hlOme. It. ~s repor.ted thialt nearly one 
hundred 'Wl11 Slholltly, coone into the 
clhureh's melllibe·rship and that proSIpe.Cts 
are very bright fO!T the future oif the 
work. May the Lord abundantly bless 
His peOlPle O!f 1fue ,South End Chm-c!h. and 
nourish 1Jhe ba:bes -in Christ Wliicih, He 
has give·n tothean, )VIiilh the "s'inoE!ll"e 
milk ,of the Wwd", 1ftI'alt they may grow 
in grace and knowledge. 

Rev. W. J. H. Brown, Bas.-tor of An
nette -Street BaJPI;ist Ohurch, Toronto, 
recently 'assisted Mr. Dodds and was 
greatly ianpressed wi1Jhtihe reVival spirit 
manifeslt in Owen ,S'ound. 

ORANGEVILLE. 
Algain l'ast Sunday night 1fue Grace of 

God was seen in the Orangeville BaJp
tist 'Church, !When a lfal1lhe!l", who' pro
fessed to accep.t 'Ohrist .some montbs ago, 
made lhlis p];oression puhlic. The Orange-

OUR INDIAN WORK. 
Rev. Melchie He,n'ry, ltihe Pastor ,of the 

Medina Regular Baptist 'Church, himself 
a member of ilie Six Na.tion IndIans and 
ministering to his: 'Own ipeOiple, told 'O!f his 
W!OTk to inter.ested gathering's in Toronto 
last week. On Tuesday evendng, he 
spoke a:t ibhe Jams 'Street Mis'si:onary 
Prayer Meeting 'and on Wednesday even
ing at 1fue Runnymede Road Ohureh 
Praye!l" Meeting. Botih dhurohes ga.ve 
lihernl offering.s for the SUlppol"t of the 
work. 

Any churches deslir-in'g to have M!l". 
Henry visit them should C'Ommunic'aite 
with the Union Office. 

DUl"ing the WinIter anonths, because 
there were no tmn's,poIrIi;ation faciIities, 
it was necessar.y for MD.-. Gillion to wal'k 
eight m1iJ1es each Sunday to take his ser
vices. 

'l'he ehui"C'h ·at Bo~ayJgeon is growmg 
sIileadHy. It w.iJll 'be i"emem,'bered that 
wlhen Mr. Gillion rtook ciharge 'as Student
PaSltor, 1Jhere were but ·ten memlbers. 
N()IW there are 1Jh1rty, although only 
thiree olf 1fue original lIiumlber are norw in 
memibetrsh'ip. An 'addition to the church 
,building has been completed durd'ng :bhe 
past. year. 

CENTRAL, LONDON. 
It is hard indeed to ,get 1Jhe Pastor tOif 

Centrall Reg.ulai" BaJptiSit 'Ohiui"clh, London, 
Rev. Ja·mes McGinlay, to report 'On the 
activities of ,the .Qhurc:h, Ibut ·we have 
lear,ned th'at duning Ithe p81&t year one 
hundred and ·seventy-seven have been 

, aldded to the memhersihdp, one hWldred 
BOBCAYGEON. and seven of these by baJp'tism. Twenty-

Rev. W. E. AtkinSIOn Vlislited the BoIb- two ihaove' helieved on ,the Lord J·esus 
caygeon i&eglll:J:8II." BllIPtiSit Church last ,Christ 'and follo;wed Him in ibaptism since 
week-end Vlisiting ,Galway Ro'8d: on Fri- ·Easter and ,ad; the !Bible ,Study aneeting 
day evening and ·giving a Missionary talk 'held eacih Tib.u.rsday eViening, there are 
Wli.th -the lantern s.lides in the BcIOOay- some five ihunched in regll'lar attendance. 
geon 'ahuroh on Sa.tui"day evening. On Two praye!l" meetJings a·re maintained 
the LOi"d's' day, M!l". Altklinson took five weekly and the Lord continues to Ibless 
serV'ic€lS f.or tihe Pastor, Mr. M. B. Gil- every departmenJt O!f the W'Ork. 

All Aboard for Woodstock 
F. B. Y. P. A~ CONVENTION' 

MAY 25th· 

MEETINGS,IN KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SPECIAL ~N FROM TORONTO, $3.00 RETURN;FARE 

We urge every member of every Church in the Union of 

Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec to endeavour to 
be present to make this the greatest Young People's Convention 

we have ever had. 
Full partic~ars next week. 
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