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True Friendship 
By Rev. T. I. Stockl~, D .. D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

It has been truly said that ever since the days of 
Adam the human heart has ·endorsed the saying, "It is 
not good that man should be alone". From our .ear
liest years we see'k the company of others. It is a· 
child's 4.6rror to :be left alone: it loves company, and 
soon indicates its preference for some more than 
others. This same spirit manifests itself at school, 
and in all the years that follow. We all love to have 
one, at least, whom we ~'ay call "my friend",-a con
geni'al soul to whom we ·can unlock ourselves, "Mine 
own familiar friend". What comfort and inspiration 
such a friend imparts! And when one of the two, so 
closely linked, is taken aw.ay, how lonely life becomes 
to the other! And how 'hallowed is the memory of, 

" ... the touch of a vanished hand, 
The sound of a voi'ce that 'is still." 

The story of Greece gives u~ some ~emarkable in
stan-ces of true friendship. Roman Iiteratur·e gives us 
Cicero's "De Amicitia", a beautiful production. Our Eng
Ush' literature has treatises by Jeremy Taylor, and Richard 
Baxter, but the one English gem 'in this department is 
Tennyson's "In Memoriam". In Old Testament writings, 
the story of Jonathan and David is the classic iJ}stance, 
and describes a union 'which is formed not ,to be broken, 
a~d "if it is broken, it can only be with the tearing of 
the flesh, and the loss of much blood". We read of this 
in the first book _of Sam.uel, chapter eighteen, verse one: 
"And iot came to pass, when he (i.e. David) had made an 
end of speaking unto Sat1'l, that the soul of Jonathan was 
knit with ,the soul of David, and Jonathan loved .him as 
his own soul". 

Now, first of all, CONSIDER THE CONDITIONS of 'l'RUE 
FRIENDS.HIP; .and the first we will name is nobil#y of char
acter. Both Jonathan and David were good young men. 
They were virtuous and devout; they were generous and 
brave; they. were one in their love of virtue, and in 
their fear of God. In this you have the first 
con'dition of friendship. Persons who ~re destitute 
of these principles can neither esteem the excel-

lencies o·f others, nor be esteemed by others. Your 
friend must be good. Jeremy Taylor says, "A good man 
is the best friend, and ther.efore soonest to be chosen; 
longest to be retained, and, in'deed, never to be parted 
with unless he ceases to be that for which he was 
chosen". So, if you would select a fri'end, you must 
s·earch for nobility of character, or other~ise the 
friends'hip w:i1l not la's,t. "Virtue only maketh love 
and friendship to -continue", says ona Those who 
would have true friends should know that the secret 
and soul -of your satislfaction in a friend 'will be found 
in his worth: he must be genuine to the core; one 
who will not deceiv'e you. but in whom you can con
fide u.tterly, and trust without fear. If you are wisely 
influenced and directed. you will not choose a·s your 
friend ~ne who is morally helow you, but one who is 
nobler than yoursel.£; because if your companion is be
low you, you are }ikely to sink to his level; but if your 
friend is nobler th~n yourself you will have in him a 
constant call upwards. and a' constant inspiration to 
rise to his p~'5ition. H you liv.e wi,th persons 0'£ lofty 
character, you will unconsciously become l'o£ty; 
whereas. on the other hand; as the Spanish proverb 
:has it, "Li·ve with wolves and you will learn to Ihowl". 
Take this. then, as your first condition of true friend
ship: nobility of character. 

T:he nex.t thing we would suggest is, mut1.tal esteem. 
Look at this Bible story. Jonathan probably. saw the 
ruddy champion go forth with ,sling and stone against 
Goliath of Gath. He watched with breathless .excite
ment the unequal' contest between David and the giant .. 
He shouted with il1l'menseenthusiasm when he saw 
Goliath laid low. He saw David as he came and ap
peared before Saul with the head of the giant in his 
hand.' He heard the story as David talked with Saul. 
And as he saw and listened ·there grew up witlain him 
an intense admimtion and esteem .for Da.vid; You can 
almost hear him say to himself, "You are a lovely fel
low"! And then "the soul of Jonathan was knit with 
the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own 
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soul". He saw in David the ideal he wanted realized 
in his own lif.e. David was his higher and greater 
Jonathan, himself transfigured, as it were. \Vhat he 
dreamed he might 'be, he beheld actually in Davjd. He 
admired the faith, courage, mDdesty, and moral excel
lence_ w.hich lay beneath the shepherd app.earance of 
David. Cicero says, "Now they are worthy in friend
:ship in whom the1"e -exists a reason why they should 
be loved-,-a rare class, ,tor in truth all that is excellent 
-is rare". You cannot be a tru-e friend to another un
less you _ are, admirable; and y'OU cannot find a true 
-friend' -until you hav-e found one whom you can ,admire. 
-Mutual esteem, therefore, is the second condition of 
true .friendship. 

Let me name a third, community of interests. Simi
larity of mind is necessary 'only in a limited sense; 
for one is drawn to another, not only by the affinity 
0'£ c'Ommon tastes and qualities, but becaus_e o,f the 
recognition and admiration of qualities that a1"e lack
ing in one's self. We seek to supplement the deficen
cies of our own life by -taking unto ourselves the -excel
lencies of another life. Bufthough similarity of mind 
:is -not absolutely essential to true frien!iship, commun
~ity of interest is. CIcero again says, "Friendship is 
-nothing else thana complete union of feeling on all 
:subJects, divine and human, accompanied by a kindly 
-feeling and attachment". In Jonathan and David we 
find -communi,ty of inter,est. - They had a common ,faith 
in God; they were both concerned for the glory of His 
Name; they both 'had -a secr-et sorrow f.or the condi
tion of the people of God; and they were both swayed 
by the noble passion to do their "best for their 'country 
and their God· 1£ there are fundamental differences 
you cannot have tr:ue 'friendship. If -one seeks the 
honour which comes from this world, and the other 
seeks that which comes from God only, there can be 
no friendship. Your hearts must be moved by the 

• same noble passions if you would be friends. So if 
you are a true Christian, your friend must be a true 
Christian also. Be sure vou see to that. 
- -

Thes-e three things ar.e simple, necessary, conditions, 
i'f y,our friendship is ,to be true. -

N'OW look -3JI: an'Other side of this subject, -and NOTt ITS 
CHARACTtRISTICS: What are the gre3JI: marks of true 
friendship? One certail1l1y is disinterested affection. We 

-r-ead iri our Scripture the striking word, "Jonathan 
lov-ed David as his own soul". This word is repeated 
in verse three, also in -chapter twenty, verse seventeen .. 
Jonathan loved David with the same kind oif love as 
that with which he loved himseH, and with the same 
measure -of -love; hence the sympathy, generosity, 
fidelity, and constancy whiC'h he displayed_ This 
friendship between Jonathan and David has one feat
ure which has no parallel in classic times: it was a 
friendship between two men, of whom the younger 
was the most formidable rival of the older. See 
Jonathan the prince and heir to the throne saying to 
David, "You cannot live in the royal court clad in that 
shephe1"d garb: you must have a new robe. Here, take 
mine, and take this too, -and this, ,and this, sword, bow, 
girdl;e,--all \" Jonathan had nothing to gaip. from a 
temporal point of view, -by his friendship with David, 
'but had ,ev-erything to lose. Dayid was ,chosen of God 
to be king over Israel, and probably Jonathan knew 
-it. And yet there was not the ,least jealousy in his 

.. 
heart, but a deep, and <Fealthless, love. It is thiS 
lov-e which is the cement used in the structU1"e 'Of true 
friendship, and without it the wh'Ole edifice will soon 
totter to the ground True .friendship seeks the good 
of our .friend, 'and -delights to give him its best. 

How can we dO' other here than- think of our heaven
ly Friend, the Lord Jesus, Who raid aside His 1"ohes, 
and stooped down to our neoo and woe, in ord'er to 
clothe us in His dress, and to giv-e us a place of honour 
in the palace Df the King\ What disinterested love 
was this \ 

"HAST THOU ENTERED INTO THE TREASURES OF 
THE SNOW?" 

Yes, we havel Many times, -but particularly last Sunday. 
Saturday night we had a glorious prayer-meeting. The room, 
as usual, was crowded. The place was full of -people, and 
full of the pre'sence and -power of the Holy Spi-rit. We can
not describe it: it was indescriba'ble. 

ISome people go away from winter's -snow _ to Calif-ornia, or 
Florida, or Bermuda, or _somewhere else-nor do we blame 
them. But those of us who must stay at -home take frequent 
excursions into the spiritual tropics,-

"Where everlas-ing spring abides, 
And never-withering flowers." 

Saturday night was such an occasion. It was a pleasant 
evening out-of-doors als-o, and, driving home~on streets that 
W&"e <free from any suggestion of snow, the Editor remarked 
to his wife, "W-hat a relief to have done with the snow!" 

But Sunday morning we were buried in it! The- weather
man says it was the severest snow~storm in fifty....five years. 
How such mountains of the beau.tiful could !be piled by tiny 
flakes entirely surpasses our mathematical understanding. 
We managed to get 'Out with a car, -only to discover that 

_ street-car traffic was paralyzed; it was impossible ,to' keep the 
lines open. But We got th'l'ough the mountains and clouds 
of white stuff, and arrived at th.e church a little late. Our 
Sc.hool opens at 9.45--would anybody -be there'! Yes; we 
picked up three Y'oung ladies walking d-own the middle of 
the street in the ,heart of a great city, going to School. They 
were as happy as _ the -proverbial lark, after having waded 
throu.gh snow knee-high for a couple o.:f miles. 

Of course, our attendance was reduced. When s,treet-cal'S 
could not m-ove, and many cars were afraid -to venture out of 
the garage, and many otheTs could scarcely be dug -ou.t, what 
would one expect of a Sunday morning'! W'hen the records 
were all in, it was [Q'Ilnd there were 607 at Sehool-and every 
one of them a hero! Yes; the snow can stoop a m-og'lll engine, 
it can paralyze a -street-car sys,tem, -prevent powerful motor
cars from running, and generally disorganize a whole city, 
bu.t a real Bible S-c-hool goes gl-oriously on! Congratulations, 
everybody in J-arvis Street! -
, A veTY large church, -only -two blocks from Jarvis Street, 
which recently raised $250,000 for an endowment, and spent 
$110,000 malcing their ela-borately furnished building more 
"churohy", and incidentally greatly redUCing its seating capa
city, when the choir took ,their place last Sunday morning, 
had a congregatio-n of twenty-one. We d-o not know how 
many Jarvis Street had, but prac.tically all the Sl!hool, and 
a large num-ber he-side. - -

While the snow continued falling all day, traffic conditions' 
were slightly improved in the evening. We fear howe-vel' 
that s-orne people did actually use the radio who' ordinarily 
g-o to_ church. Notwithstanding, we could not have -had le'ss 
tha-n 1,00.0 or .1,1!XJ people. The se~on -of Sunday evening 
appears In thIS Issue. At the evemng service three were 
baptized. 

Only 19 Days 
to -March 31st! 

Have You Answered 
The Editor's Letter 

Of January 28th Yet? 

Write Him Today 



March 12; 1931 THE GOSPEL WITNESS (639) 3 

tlrbt Jarbts ~trttt ~ulptt 
THE FAITH OF NOAH. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T.· Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, March 8th, 1931. 

, Brqad'cast from Station CKGW, 690 k.-c. 434B metres. Short W,ave: VE9GW, 6095 k.'c. 49.22 metres. 

(Stenographically Reported.) 

"By fai.th Noah, being warned of God of things not seim as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark 
to ,the saVling of his house; by -the which he condemned the world, and 'became heir ·of the righteousness 
which is !by :t?aith."-Hebrews 11:7. 

Prayer berore the Sermon. 
We rejoice, 0 Lord, in ,the assurance that Thou art iii. the 

midst -of, Thine assembled people.. We ,thank Thee that 
Thou art :the same, and Thy ye'ars do not fail. Yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever, Thou art the s·ame; Thou dost not 
change. Weare assured therefore that Thou art with us in 
all .the fulness of T,hy saving power. Thou art here to open 
our heirts as Thou dids·t open the heart of Lydia. We re
joice to ,believe that Thou hast come to bless us,that Thi~e 
'hands are ever full of 'blessing, that when ThQu didst ascend 
on high and lead captivity captive, Thou did&t receive 
gifts for men, even for ·the rebellious. Enrich us, we pray. 
this evening. Teach us out of Thy holy Book, . Send us from 
this place with a stronger faith and a renewed determinati()D 
to serve Thee with full purpose of heart. 

We pray especially for 'any who are not Chris.tians. We 
'beseech Thee to use Thy word this evening to discover heart 
and conscience, and to lead men to Thy&elf. 

For our radio hearers we pray this evening. It may be 
that many thousand·s more .than usual, on account of the 
inclemency of the weather, are remaining at home, and will 
'hear this service. W'herever ,the testimony of thIs ,pUlpit 
shall reach this evening, we pray that the mess'age may 'be 
accompapied 'by ,the power of .the Holy Ghost, that many who 
are dead in trespasses and ,in sins may be quiclrened together 
in Christ, and tha.t 'backsliders may be restored ,to the fellow
s'hip of our Lord. 

Bless us now in our m,editatIon, for Jesus Christ'lS. sake, 
Amen. 

There 'ar,e few passages in the Word 'Of God with 
which people are mor,e f,amiliar than the story of the 
Deluge, and of Noah's faith by which he was saved. 
God is always the same. I dissent entir,ely from that 
brand of dispensationalism which assumes that Goa 
can save men on certain conditions in one dispensation, 
and on other conditions' at 'another time. The Lamb 
was slain from the foundation of the world, and every
one who ever has been saved, ot 'ever will he saved, 
wiII he saved in precisely the same way, thr,ough faith 
in the Son of God. There is no way of salvation 
sav'e through faith in Him Who "died for our sins 
according ,to the scriptures", Who was bur·i·ed, and 
'''1ho rose again "according to the scriptu~es". 

There is a vers·e in this episde which speaks of the 
atonement, which I beli·eve to 'be one of the most con
vincing of all scriptures, in s.upport of the doctrine of 
the substitutionary death/of ·our Lord.' How do you 
know tlJ.a.t Jesus died instead of you? There a~e many 
who preach Christ crucified 'as an Example, ·and His 
death as the climax of an exemplary life; they say that 
He lived a li'fe of sacrifice, and died sacrificially, died 
vicariously as others ar·e privileged to die who have 
suffered in behalf of others. But there is a verse in 
this ,epistle which tells us that Jesus died for the re-

demption of the transgressions that were under the 
first covenant; it tells us that ,the death of .Christ had. 
a retroa:ctive value. Christ is not only an Example,
but oh, He is an Example: "Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an- example, that ye should follow his 
steps"-that is only a half truth, for dead' men need 
no example. He -is an Example to the living, hut He 
is a Substitute- for those who are already dead in tres
passes and sins; and thisepistIe tells us that ,the death 
OIf Christ, the value of it, reaches right back to the 
beginning, and that He d'ied ·for the redemption of the 
transgressi'Ons that were under the first coyenant. The 
"moral influence" theory of the atonement, you see, 
cannot 'be fitted in there. ·Because thes'e men died, not 
having receiv.ed the promis'es but having seen them 
afar off, they were persuaded of them; but they did 
not follow the example of Jesus, for as yet the Son of 
God' 'had not been mani£.ested. So that His death 
stretches back to the very beginning, and one arm of 
the cross reaches forward ,to the judgment day, all!d by 
His propitiatory sacrifice, and by that alone, salvation 
is made possible to poor lost sinners. 

We are told .that he' is· "set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through the forbear
ance of God: to declare at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him which be
lieveth on Jesus." I remember a man's bringing forward 
a strange objection to the Scriptures. He said to me, "On 
what ground could Jesus say to the sinful woman, 'Neither. 
do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more'?" "Well", 
I said, "what would you have had Him do?" "Why", 
he s,aid, "she was a sjnner, and ought to have been 
'p1,1nished!" The passage I have quoted assumes that 
the moral consciousness of the universe cJ1allenges 
God's right to pass oyer sins done aforetime. How 
was it possible .for Him to throw wide the gates of 
glory .to Abel, to Enoch, to Noah, to Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph; Moses,-all the people of Israel? When 
we kn-ow that the blood of 'bulls and of goats cannot 
take away sins, how then was it possible for God to 
pass over sins done aforetime? How could God. be justi
fi'ed il1 permitting the world to continue in sin, and 
yet. s,aving out of the world multitudes -of people by 
His grace belfor·e their debts were paid? Why, my 
friends, the cross o'f our Lord Jesus not only justifies 
you and me, but it justifies God; and Jesus Christ -is . 
"set forth to be 'a propitiation through faith in his 
. blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of 
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sins that are past". It is yod's unfolding o,f the 
promissory note given to Him. by His So~ before the 
worlds wer~ made, and 'by vIrtue of whIch, on the 
strength of which, in the confid~enc~ of the fulfilment 
of which, God passed ,over men s sms. And .when at 
last Jesus oame and died, He justified, the forbearan.ce 
of God in thus waiting until the debt should be paId. 
So you see :the Cross stands at the centre of all human 
history, and 'by the blood ()If the Cross 'all men. are 
justified who are justified at all; and l?y the sacrIfice 
of the Cross, God Himself is justified, if ~ may dare 
to say so, before the 'conscience ~f the umve.rse. ~'e 
is just, and yet the Justifier of hIm that beheveth In 

Jesus. _' 
, Now that by the way, just as a basis for our stu~y 

of this Old Testament story. I need not rehearse It, 
you are as f'amiliar with iot as I am. 

I. 
NOAH WAS WARNED BY HIS FAITH, it was by faith Noah 

was saved· and this verse tells us that he began to be 
saved by being warned of God: "by faith" Noah was 
warned of God. That is a note that is not generally 
sounded to-day, but we need to "warn" ~en. I have no 
doubt that Noah had abundant opportum~y I\:o,.s<:e round 
about him the evidences of the result of sm. 'Sm, when 
it is finished, bringeth forth death". Y ou r~llr do n?t 

-'"need to take a course in medicine to know that dIphtherIa 
is a very dangerous disease;. you do not ~eed to be, an 
expert to know that a diagnosis of cancer IS generally. a 
sentence of death: we all know that there are certam 
diseases which are heyond human power to cure; and 
without any expert knowledge at all th~ ordin.ary observer 

- can see roundabout him some of the frUlts of these, 
diseases. And so of the transgression of natural ~a~: 
you do not need to read the Bible to disooyer that It IS 
of the nature of the thing for fire to burn-Just put your 
hand in the fire and you will find that ?ut; yo~ do not 
need a course in theology to lear:n that If you Jump off 
the top of your house you will likely have a broken bone-
and perhaps something more than that. These are ~atters 
of general observation; and I have no doubt that 111 t~at 
day of great wid<edness, Noah had abundant opportumty 
to see what sin does in a human life. You do not need me 
to preach to you for you to kno~ tha~ the man who gets 
drunk is likely to die poor, and to get 111tO a great deal of 
trouble: you can see that every day. There were :plenty 
of opportunities roundabout. in that day of gr:at wIcked
ness for Noah to see that S111 was a deadly dIsease; and 
yet it was not because of that that Noah believed, nor ~as 
it because of that that he turned to God: we are told that 
Noah was "warned of God", and it was becaus'e God had 
spoken to him that Noah had faith. "Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God," always. 

I think those of us who seek to lead men to believe, 
would be well advised to make much of the Word of 
God. Let the people hear the Word of God; and the 
Word of God will take care of itself. I think it is quite 
possible that ,Noah did not try to explain the Word of 
God to those to whom he told it; I rather think it was 
beyond his ability to explain it. There are many things 
we do not understand, that we cannot understand: they 
belong to a reaim of which we have no experience; and 
it will be the part of wisaom for us simply to declare 
them in the name 'of the Lord, and on the authority of 

His Word, and to depend upon the Holy Ghost to work 
faith in 'the soul. -

Now I say Noah was "warned", and his faith rested 
upon a d~"vine revelation. That is where faith must find 
its foundation always. What is the difference? We have 
been discussing during recent years di.stinctions between· 
Modernism and what is nOw called Fundamental
ism-which is only another name for evangelical faith, 
Evangelical ChriJStianity. What is the essential difference, 
between the two? Just this: evangelical faith rests always 
upon a~evelation from heaven: it hears the Word of 
God, it receives the Word of God, it rests upon the Word 
of God; and over against that divine -revelation, Modern
iJSm sets human reason. The difference between Modern
ism and' Fundamentalism is simply this: that Modernists 
are rationals, and Fundamentalists are revelatioOnists. 
Fundamentalists believe in a divine revelation, and ,com
mit -their souls to the truth therein revealed 'for time and 
for eternity. ' 

Let us accept that. Are you a believer this evening? 
Have you the beginnings of faith in your heart? ~re 
you just feeling after Him, if haply you may find HIm? 
You say to me, "'Well, sir, I don't know whether I have 
the beginnings of faith or not, I cannot put 'faith under 
a microscope, I cannot subject it to any kind of chemical 
analysis, I cannot resolve it into its elements, I cannot 
take it out and examine it. It seems to be simple some
times, and yet its very simplicity stagger,s me, and I don't 
know what it is to believe." Well, I think I will try, with 
the Lord's help, to tell you this evening what it is to be
lieve. What is faith? It is something which leads the 
soul to rest itself-its present and its future--upon some
thing that God has said, upon a revelation from heaven. 
Do you believe that God has spoken? - Do you really 
believe that we have a divine revelation? That is a 

• simple word, but let me press that question. Do you 
believe that in a literal sense God Himself has spoken, 
and that the record of Hi~ word is preserved in the 
Bible.? That this Bible is the word of God? Are you 
prepared to believe what God has said? 

Let us examine it a moment. What was the content 
of that revelation? What WalS Noah asked to believe? 
What is the function of divine revelation? What i,s the 
WoOrd of God for? We have heard much discussion about 
science-and, I agree with my brethren that the Bible is 
not unscientific-but was the Bible gi ven to teach science? 
Was it given to teach hi·story, primarily? For what was it 
given? ' You remember how John sums up t.he record which 
he had given-and what he says of his gospel may be 
applied to the entire Scriptitre-he said, "Many other 
signs truly did Jesus in ther presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but these are written, 
4:hat ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
GoOd; ?-nd that believing yeo might have life through his 
name." That is what the Bible is for: it is given to us 
that we may believe. 

I wonder how many of you drive cars? Some 
of yot! are mechanics, some of you understand what 
happens when Yot! move a lever, when you change the 
gear; but I have known some people who if something 
went wrong with the engine might look in the back tire 
for it! They don't know what happens, they have no 
mechanical knowledge in their heads; they don't know 
what has gone wrong with the engine, and they don't 
know how to p~t it right, but they know how to drive the 
car. They know if they do certain things the machine 

Co 
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will go-but they could. not 'build an engine or put. it 
right when it goes wrong .. 

A man may say he has difficulty in believing the Bible. 
I suppose Noah might have found it difficult. What was 
the content, then, of revelation? Listen: "Being warned 
. of God of things not seen as yet"-that is what God 
spoke to him about: He did not speak to him about the 
stars, about the flO\vers, about anything around about him. 
He said, "Noa:h, a hundred and twenty years from 
now something is going Ito 'happen which never did 
happen in all human history. The end of all flesh is 
come before me." 'Suppose Noah had consulted the 
scientists . of his day-if there were any-suppose 
he had assem'bled them and said, "Gentlemen, I have 
had'a rev·elation ·from God, and I should like ·to have 
your confirmation of what God has said; I. should be 
greatly obliged if you would draw upon your resources 
of knowledge, arid tell me whether this is .true." . Sup
pose he had done that, what would have been 
the result? They would have said, "Noah, th,at 
element in your divine revelation is utterly unscien
tific, it is contrary to all analogy; there is nothing in 
human history to support it; you ar·e asked to believe 
that something will take place such as never did take 
place. T~e evidence of your senses is actually against 
it, and there is nothing anywhere -to corrobora,te it. 
If you believe that. story, then we shall have to call 
you a fool for your pains"! And dOJ;l't you see, dear 
friends, Noah could only have answered thus, "Ah, 
but God has spoken to me about things not seen as yet; 
He has told me' of something that is beyond the range 
of human wisdom, and of human knowledge; and it makes 
no difference to me whether there is a 'man in all the 
world to confirm what God has said. I will believe the 
Word anyhow"-"By faith Noah was warned of God." 

Let me give art illustration of what I "mean, of the 
principle I am discussing with you. Think a moment of 
that marvellous section of Scripture-let no one ever speak 
lightly of it-the book of the prophet Jonah. I am 
not at all concerne<,l about the testimony of science 
so-called, respecting that matter: if science agrees, so 
much the better for science; and if science disagrees, 
so much the worse for science. But it does not make 
any difference to the Word of God. I don't care 
whether the Word of God is in accord with science 
so-called at any point. Why should I? I remember 
years, ago reading an address of Spurgeon in which 
he said something tc? ·this effect: "We ;pass by sets of 
scientific hypotheses as rapidly as a traveller pn an 
eXpress train passes the telegraph poles .. beside the 
road. And," he said, "I 'hold riO debate with men of 
science, I simply hand them over :to each oth,er, and 

. when they have done rending each other in pieces, I 
say, 'Gentlemen, you have not been half so-kind to 
ea·ch other as I should have tried to -be'." I do not 
believe there is anything in Scripture unscientific, but 
it would not make a bit of difference to my faith if 
all the scientists in the world specially qualified to 
speakjn that special department of human knowledge, 
were to come to me and say, "There never was a fish 
that could, swallow a man". I should say, "That is 
quite possible.1' If :they were to say, "Man never did 
see a fish that 'Could have swallowed Jonah", I would 
say, "That is qui.te possible." What does the Bible 
say? The Bible says that GOd "prep.ared" a fish. Did 

not . God make all the fish, I"and whatsoever passeth 
through the paths -of the seas"? And if He had want
ed to. do so, He could have made one special creature 
spring into being at His almighty fia·t to .serve His 
purpose on that particular day, and, having served 
His purpose, He could have annihilated it, so that 

,there should have 'been left in all human history no 
solitary record of any other monster of the sort-and 
man would have. been shut up to what God has said. 
Would that have made any difference? Not a bit. 

Let us be glad when human knowledge keeps up 
with the Bible. I read a lecture by a 'certain theo
logical pr'O-£essor to theological'students, in which he 
advised them to read the old masters, to r:ead the old 
prea,chers who lived centuries ago, to -be students of 

. history. And one of :the students said, "But, pro
fessor, must we not keep abreast of the time?" To 
which he answered, "By all means, young gentlemen, 
but get abreast of the times first !" The difficulty 

" with a lot of us is, we have not even got abr'east of 
the times. When science ,says, "I find that the 
Scripture is in accord with my discoveries/' I simply 
say to the man of science, "I am delighted to know 
that you are getting on"; that is all .. But if he says 
it is not, 1 can only say, '1'1 am sorry, sir, for your blind
ness; but the· Word of the Lord standeth forever." 
yo~ see therefore that Noah's 'faitl:1 rested upon what God 
said.' 
. And that revelation was unique: it had to do with things 
about which men naturally were absolutely destitute pf 
knowledge. That is the function of the Bible. What ,S it 
for? Never is it untrue to fact, never is it contrary to truth 
in any r·ealm; for truth can never contradict itself, and 
is in agreement in all realms. There is no doubt 
a'bout that, but listen: this Book is given to us to tell 
us of things that we dori't see; it is 'given to us to tell 
us of a Judgment to come, just as surely as God told 
Noah.. He said, "The windows of heaven shall he 
opened, ,and the fou,ntains of the great deep shall be 
broken up, and tile waters shall rise until the tops of 
the highest hills are' covered, and all flesh in whose 
nostrils is the breath of life shall die,' except those 
who are preserved in the ark." Noah might well 
have 'been ·stagger·ed by sll'ch a revelation, and said, 
"I do not see how it can he, Lord, I never saw any
thing 'like that! 1 have spoken to people about it and 
they never heard of it; I have searched the records of 
the past, and there is nothing to 'confirm my faith; 
bu.t inas1l1uch as God out of heaven has 'spoken, I will 
cast my all upon what He has said, and I will get 
ready for that judgment day." 

That, my friends, is the :truth I ·bring to you this 
evening. In spite of Russellism, in spite of aIr that 
men say, "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death." And just as surely as the judgment fell in 
Noah's day, judgment will fall upon every sin, and 
every .sinner out. of Christ. If you are a wise man 
you will be "warned" by faith; you will say, "My pro
fessor dges not agree with me, I 'cannot find agree
ment in any of the things I r;.ead, but I will take .this, 
and I will believe when God speaks 'He speaks the 
truth and only the truth, and I will 'Commit my-soul 
to what God has. spoken." 

We live. in a day when the very idea of future retri
bution is often mocked at, when people are accustomed 

... 
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to say, f'The oniy hell we shall ever have is here." There 
are earnests of judgment, and we have seen some people 
almost in hell here, beyond any doubt. I have. A friend 
of mine told me. that he was walking through the 
Children's Hospital a few years ago, and he said, "I saw 
a man in hell." I said, "What do you mean?" He re
plied, "I passed by a bed in which was a little boy of 
ten or twelve ye~l"IS of age .. His eyes were bandaged, and 
the surgeon told me he was going .blind. I enquired about 
the man sitting 'by his bedside, .and he said it was the 
lad's father. I asked, 'What·is the caUJSe of his blind
ness?' "'Oh', answered the doctor, 'It is 'his father's sin.' 
And I looked upon a man who was already in hell." 

My dear friends, whatever the future may hold, let us 
remember that the revelation of God is :to this effect, that 
sin shall not go unpunished. '.~God shall bring every 
work into judgment,' with every secret thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be eviL" A tirp,e is coming when 
God will open His books.' I am glad it is so. If I could 
not .b~lieve in the principle of future retribution, if I could 
not believe in a judgment that is to come, when justice 
will be meted out to all, then I could not believe in the 
moral government of this universe at all, becatise we have 
all "seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself 
like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, 10, he was 
not: yea, I sought him, but he could riot be found." 

I think the present distressful situation is doing great 
good. It is like a great Istorm sw~eping through the forest 
and bringing down, the proud trees that have lifted their 
heads to the skies,-trees that have a worm at their heart, 
and h~ve rottenness at the core. You see house after house 
crashing down, people going into bankruptcv. We . are 
going to learn after a while that honesty and truth and 
·in<;lustry are, after all, the things that make for prosperity 
in .this life. . 

But oh, what a revelation when God shall open His 
books, and when the judgment that is as sure as the 
righteousness, as the holiness of God, ,shall break upon 
the world! 0 

What about Russia? I do not know,-although I think 
probably I know as much as those who profess to know so 
much, and that is Iiothing at all! It is one of the great 
conundrums of the day. I only know in principle that 
the thing that is founded in iniquity, that is permeated 
with evil, that sets at naught every principle of righteous
ness, is mortal, is death-stricken; it is bound to fall.' 
"Righteousness exaIteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to 
any people;" I have no doubt whatever as to the future 
of Russia. Some day there will .be a tremendous collapse. 
YO!! say, ~'They ~re marvellously organized." I tell you, 
you cannot orgamze the worm out of a man's heart; you 
cannot, by any human power whatever, prevent the judg
ments of God. God's judgments will fall, whenever they 
nfay come. He may use Russia to teach some of us a 
lesson. May He give us wisdom to learn whatever les
sons He would teach! 

But this I know, that here or hereafter, God's judg
ment upon sin is absolutely unescapa!ble. We may as 
well face it. A man may get away from the officers of 
the law. He may avoid the di.scerning gaze of a detective. 
He may do as one of those poor foolish fellows upon 
whom the doors of Kingston penitentiary closed last 
week-he may get away for a while and walk down the 
street and say to a policeman, "I am a student of Queen's. 
University"; but God's messengers, His angels, His 
detective force, will discover the sinner. There is not a 

man of woman born·who has lifted his hand against God 
who will not have to give account of his sin. . 

Let us accept the testimony of Scripture. Let us be 
warned by our faith. Let us believe what God has to 
say, and repent of our sins and flee for refuge to the . 
hope set before us in the gospel. 

II. 
Then, NOAH'S FAITH MADE HIM WISE: he was "moved 

with fear". Someone will exclaim, f'You are not going to 
preach that?" Oh, yes, I know i t is said you cannot 
drive men to-day-you can win them, :but you cannot 
drive them. Some brave fellow says, "I am not afraid, 
you cannot make .me afraid." No 1 of the wicked it 
is said, "There is no fear of God befo1"e their eyes", 
that is the 'sorl'OW of it. And yet many preachers are 
terrified by the shadow of some professor 1 Noah 
could not make the .men of his generation afraid: he 
told them 'Of coming judgment, but they laughed at 
him, they knew no fear, and they knew not, notwith
standing his preaching, the record says in the New 
Testament, "until the day that Noah enter·ed into the 
ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all." 
They would not believe it; they would not be "moved 
with fear." . -

I hesitate to attempt to label or to ',date events, specific
ally to identify ,the ha,ppenings of the day as 'b.eing 
the particular horrors which the Scriptures predict, 
so well do I 'know, and you know, that there have al
ways been wars and rUmor-s o~ wars, and earthquakes, 
and famine, and pestilence; and yet we have seen in 
our day such things' as the world never saw before. 
I w'Onder if you have thought of ,this-just give me 
your attention for a moment-do you remember a few 
years ago when the news of the sinking of the Titanic 
reached us, how the whole earth shuddered.at that fear
ful catastrope? I,t was such a terrible calamity 1 And 
men began to talk of God, and to think of God; the 
Titanic was pushed by one of God's icebergs which 
came floating along, and it elbowed that great 
creation Qf man's genius out of existence. A Httle 
while later we had the Empress of Ireland disaste·r in 
the St. Lawrence, and men shuddered and said, '.'What 
next?" Then came the Gre~t War, and during the 
course of that war we got used ,to hearing every day 
of the sinking of ships whose total tonnage was far 
greater than the Titanic and the Empress of. Ireland 
combined-we got so used to reading of the loss of 
thousands, and ,tens of thousands of lives, we actually 
became so calloused that we could look upon rivers 
red with human blood without alarm. 

I wonder are we becoming insensible? I wonder 
if there is a kind,of judicial·blindness falJing upon the 
world, so that men cannot see or apprehend the signs 
of the coming jUdgments of God? .oh, my 'brother, 
if· we al'e wise, we shall learn to 'be afraid. You ar·e 
afraid of s'Ome ,things, are you not? How lightly we 
turn this thing on (turning on the electrk light)! I 
read only this' week of a woman's touching a common 
electric light like this in her. bathroom, and being struck 
dead, electrocuted. It is not .a power to be played with. 
You cannot play with God's lightning. Oh, how little 
we know about the great forces -of natur·el 

But Noah 'heard God speak, 'and the Script.ure says 
he was "moved with fear". What if it be true, that 
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this overwhelming judgment shall sweep Qv·er the 
earth-what" then? What then,' young man, who has 
bee~ persuaded that it is rather old-fashioned to be 
concerned about your sins, or to be afmid of God? 
"Oh," somebody says, "preach the love 01 God, preach 
the love. of God, talk to us about the Cross as an ~x
ample, a manifestation of love." No, no, my friends, 

• the background of the Cross is S'in, and judgment. It 
is impossible f'Or me to conceive of God's giving His 
Son to die as He died. to be spat upon, mocked, cruci
fied. just that He might set me an ex,ample: there'must 
have been some awful thing seen in ,the wisdom of God 
from which His gmce desired to save men for Him to, 
be willing to give His Son to die! ' We talk to-day 
about lawlessness-and we have enough of it every
where-but much of our lawlessness is due to the fact 
that we do not enforce our law~. Are you going 
to repeal the law against murder because there are 
murderers? Are you going to repeal the law 
against' dishonesty becau;se there are some people 
who are riot honest, or are we to enforce the law? 
Every kind, of human government in the world 
to-day points to the necessity of another Government 
over and above it aU; and of a Judge upon the throne 
Who will enforce His laws. And sudh a Judge is God, 
even ,the God and Father of our L'Ord Jesus Christ. 

I heard of an old sailor being out in a boat on Georgian 
Bay. He 'was a man who had 'sailed the seven seas, he 
had braved the fury of many a'storm, he was familiar 
with all the dangers of t~.e deep, and he was out in a 
storm in a frail 'craft. He had some young men from 
the city with him. Suddenly a storm came up, 'and the, 
waves began, to roll up' and the wind to blow, and t~e 
old mail became very nervous. He was piloting the 
boat, and the -boys with him were rollicking abput, 
having 'a good time in the midst of th,e storm; and 
when he cautioned them to be quiet and careful, and 
spoke as though there might be danger, they teased 
him, taunted him. and said, "Aha, are you afraid? We 
are not afraid." "No," he said, "you f.ools! You don't 
know enough to be afraid!" 

And that is what I say, of every man who is not 
afraid' of the wrat·h of God. in view of the black record 
of his own sin. If w,e know what sin is, and are not 
assured tha't it has been blotted Qut by the blood of 
Christ, if we ihave am, infinitesimal' g.rain of spiritual 
sense we shall not close our eyes until we. have accepted 
the divine warning. Noah prepared an ark to the saving 
of his house; an~ in that he was eminently wise. 

'The preparation of Noah's ark was a great en
gineering feat. I wonder where Noah learned to be a 
ship-builder? I wonder how he did it? Read the 
story. Who was the Architect Who designed that 
great ship? The ark was built just like' the temple 
after a pattern that came down from heaven. And 
let me tell you, my friends, that if that ark 'had 
not been planned in heaven Noah never would have 
been able to build it-he might have ·desired to do so, 
but he never could have saved himself or his family. 
Thus the salvation in which we glory is a salvation that 
was conceiv.ed in the mind of the Eternal before the 
worlds were formed: the Lamb slain from the founda
tion of the world is the Ark. We need no preparation 
save to c'Ome just as ~e are, and be shut up withl Christ 

Who died "the 'just for ~he ,unjust, that he might bring 
us to God." 

III. . 
So, my friends, there 'are these elements: -the warning 

of faith, the wisdom of faith and, next, THE WITNESS OF 
FAITH. What was the witness by which h~ condemned 
the world? W,hen that door was shut and the ark 
floated upon the bosom of the waves 'Of judgment, I 
do not know that Noa:h said it, but he might have said, 
"I told you S'O: This day the word of the Lord is 
vindicated, and the fact that ei.ght of us -are saved by 
divine direction and through believing the Word of 
God is the condemnation of all the rest of you, because 
you would not believe the same word by which we are 
saved~" I sometimes think that God has a record, say, 
f'or example, of !l place like this church, I think per
,haps He has a record ofe'very pew, and of the very 
place where you a're sitting. Perhaps it is written 
,down in heaven th3.'t somebody has been saved sitting 
right there. Perhaps this very night sitting beside you 
someone will be saved hearing the Word, or under the 
same preacher somebody will be sa:ved ; .. and that fact 
will be a witness against everyone of us if we believe 
not the gospel. 

IV. 
Well, I have done with this simple word: "He became 

heir of :the righteousness which is by fai:th." THE WEALTH 
OF FAITH-how rich he became by simply believing what 
God said! . Sometimes we, think that God just tolerates ' 
'us-that He merely tolerates us. 'A dear fellow came 
to me one day and told me hQw he was let out of King~
ton, a tragic thing, after twenty years. He said, "They 
gave me a suit of clothes, a ticket to Toronto, five dol
lars. and turned me adrift". They do not want him back 
in the penitentiary, but he says they don't want him any
where else. That is not how God forgives; ,Oh, no! 
When God looked upon His Son He said, "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased"; and when 
the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, poor sinners 
that we are, God is just as "well pleased" with us as He 
is with His Son; He takes a positive delight in His 

. people, and He loves to look upon them. Once, when 
travelling, I saw a mother and her little boy in the oppo
site seat from me, across the aisle, and I travelled two days 
with them. I watched the mother as she gazed lovingly at 
the little boy; whenever he moved, she followed him with 
her eyes; and sometimes she could not keep her hands off 
him, but reached forward and clasped him to her breast, 
as though he were ,the very delight of her life. 

If we could 'but remember that God has provided a 
way of salvation whereby He not only takes, our sins 
away but He imputes the righteousness of Christ, the 
beauty of Christ, the attractivenes~ of Christ~all that 
Christ is-to .us, poor sinners! Yes, He loves to look 
upon us! I find comfort in that sDmetimes when 
I find that some people don't like to see me; and when 
I know some people don't like to hear me, I say, "Well, 
I know Somebody "Vho likes to hear me when I talk 
to Him, and I know Someone Who finds a positive 
delight in me-not becaus.e I am worthy, but because I 
'am made 'complete in Christ." ,oh, what a blessing I 
"Heir of the righteousness which is by faith." 

My brother, you can put all your record of sin behind 
you, you can do better than tha't: you can not o~ly put 
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it behind you, -but you can bury it in the grave of 
Christ. There is a wonderful phrase in the ScriptUl'e
I dQn't know what it means and I don't want to knQw. 
-wh.ere one of the prophets said, "Thou hast cast all 
my sins behind thy back." Where is that? Behind 
the back of God! I don't knQw where it is except that 
I know it is a place where the devil can never find 
them. Yes, we can get our sins behind us,and the 
'whole record of the p'ast buri.ed in the grave of Christ, 
and cast behind God's back: and we can rise to "walk 
in newness of life", clothed' in His righteousness, and 
at last sweep through the· g!ltes into the Eternal City. 

Is it not a great thing to have a salvation like that? 
Receive it as Noah did, believe the VV·or.d of God, be
lieve His' promise, and thou shalt have everlasting life. 

You have heard Spurgeon's story of Jack the huckster, 
but let me tell it for my radio ~earers. There was a man who 
was supposed to be half-cracked-if you know what that 
is. Mr. Spurgeon, in telling the story; said that inasmuch 
as he was addicted toO drink, he proba!bly was not only 
half-cracked but on the way to being altogether crac~ed. 
But he was supposed to be a simple-minded man who 
went around from house to house selling vegetables. 
As he was going on his rounds one day he heard a woman 
dQwn in a basement singing at her work-and this is what 
she sang: 

"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all ~n all." 

It was a very simple-tune, so Jack .caught the words 
and the tune, and not knowing what he sang, he sang this 
to· himself. 'He pushed his cart and went on his way 
singing,-

"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, . 
But Jesus Christ· is my all in all." 

Little by little the truth of that couplet: sang its way into 
jack's soul, until by and by he saw the truth of it. He 
said: "That is true. ThaJt is 'true Qf me. That is exactly 
what Jack the Huckster is, a . 

'Poor sinner, and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my aJl in all'." . 

Jack had been in the habit Qf swearing-nQw he gave 
up his swearing. He gave up his drinking. He became 
a new man, so that the people who knew hini began ~o 
call him "Happy Jack". . 

After a while he th0ught he shQuld join the'church, and 
he went :to see the minister about it. The minister said 
he would have toO CQme and meet him in the vestry, with 
the elders, and they would examine him. In due time 
Jack came -before this august body! One enquired of him, 
"HQW do you knQ~ you are saved?" "Oh", said he,-

'I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all'." 

"That is very good so far as it gQes, Jack, but now", said 
one of the reverend elders, '''sometimes I make great 
progress in my Christian life, but after a while I go back. 
Supposing you had an experience like that, what would 
yQU do?" . ~'I do not know", said Jack, "because I never· 
make any prQgress: I'm always just 

'A poor sinner and nothing at all, 
Bl,1t Jesus Christ is my all in all.'-

I am alway.s pretty much the same, sir." 

o 

"Well", said anQther elder, f'sometimes I have great 
joy in the Christian life, and I have abundant evidence 
that I am a Christian, and I rejoice in the manifest fruit 
of the Spirit. But sometimes I lose my evidence, and 
then I am not so happy, and nQt quite so sure. Suppose 
you were to lose your evidence, what would you do?" 
Said simple Jack, "I db not know, 'sir. I do nQt know 
what you mean by 'evidence', because I have none- . 

'I'm a poor 'sinner, and' nothing at all, 
But Jesus Christ is my all in all'-

I have nothing at all, and I could not have anything less 
than that. And Jesus Christ is my all in all-and I can-
not loOse Him." . 

They all had a try at Jack from Qne angle and then 
another, but Jack was better than some ministers: he stuck 
t~ his t.~t. He stuck to his story that Jesus Christ was 
hls 3:11 111 all.· He eQuId nQt be less' than 'nothing at all', 
and masmuch as Jesus Christ was his All-in-all, he could 
not have more; so they tQld him he might join the church. 

!hat is what)t is to have Jesus. Stripped of all philoso
phles,. and all abstractions, it is just believing that our 
hands a~e empty, that we are utterly bankrupt and ready 
for .the Judgment; and, on the other hand, believing that 
all our sins have been laid upon Christ, that He died in 
our room and stead, th110t He was buried and that He rose 
again' fQr us. He is our All-in-all. 

Let us pray : We beseech Thee that here within these 
walls, and elsewhere, wherever this message has reached, 
Thou wilt be pleased to bless Thy word. Grant that 
many may turn in simple faith to the sinners' Saviour. 
For Jesus Christ's sake, All).en. 

Only 19 Days 
To March 31st 

Have Vou 'Answered 
The Ed·itor'·s Letter 

O~ January 28th Vet? 

Write Him Today 

( 
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Justification By Faith· Alone 
A Bible Lecture, by Dr. T. T. SF;lIELDS . 

. Sevent in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines·of Grace. . 
arvis Street B.apti~t ~hurch, Toronto, Thursday Evening, March 5th, 1931. 

(Stenographically. Reported.) 

In. the first part of the chapter Paul tells of a matter 
of dispute among the brethren at .T erusalem, and singu
larly enough that was based upon the question as to whe
ther a soul is justified by £aiith alone, whether he js saved 
by grace, or whether there must be an admixture of works. 
He refers to the decision of the council at Jerusalem when 
~he. apostle~ and elders and others had gathered together, 
which was to the. effect that the ceremonial law had been 
entirely superceded by the gospel of grace. The apostles 
thereafter went out with that understanding. They were 
admonished to keep themselves from blood 'and from 
things strangled, and from fornication-to 'behave cir
cumspectly to those without; but the great central truth 
thaI\: we are saved by grace alone was to be conserved. 

. '''And when James, Cephas, and John, w'ho seemed to 
be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they 
gave to. me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; 
that we should go unto the heathen and they un~o the 
circumcIsIon. Only they would that we should remember 
the poor; the same which I also was forward to do. But 
when Peter was come to Antioch, I wiithstood. him to the 
face, because he was to be blamed. For before that cer
tain came· from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but 
when they were come, he withdrew and separated him
self, fearing them which were of the circumcision. And 
the other Jews dissemblec;l likewise with him; insomuch 
that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimu-
lation." . 

Peter consorted with Paul until certain brethren came 
from James, and then he was afraid to be seen in Paul's 
company. ThM is very modern, is it nof? And because 
Peter took a certain course, Barnabas took it also. There 
are some people' who do what they do because other people 
do what they do-"But when I saw that they walked not· 
uprightly according to the truth of the gospel"-imd re
member, this stricture concerns Peter who had been filled 
with the Holy Ghost at Pentecost, who had been marvel
lously used of God-but you wilf observe he had not yet 
attained to infalljbility. He was still liable to make mis
takes; that chronic,· ingrained; natural, weakness of 
Peter manifested itself again. You remember how he 
warmed himself at the fire of the enemy, and how he 
was unable to withstand the taunt of a maid when ·he was 
charged with being a disciple of Jesus. 

Now certain differences have arisen among Christian 
people. The Jewish converts missed'semething of the 
ceremonialism of the law, and they wanteq to have a 
composite, a combination of grace and of works, from 

. which Peter, with all the others dissented. But when 
some who had not been completely delivered from that 
taint of Judaism "came from James," Peter found it con
venient to nod at Paul across the street,-and Barnabas 
also was carried ·away with the dissimulaition. What a 
blessing God had a man like Paul! Speaking from the 
human point of view, but for his stand at that time the 
influence of those Judaizing teachers might have leavened 
the whole lump, and the g.ospel of grace have been over-

, . 

whelmed by those who would have corrupted it. On the 
other hand, of course; our Sovereign God specially raised 
up Paul to preyent such a calamity. . 

Of course it was bad manners on the part of the Apostle. 
Paul! . He exposed himself to the danger ·of being called 
a contentious man. But he thought more of the truth, 
and of the conservation of the truth, and of loyalty to. the 
word of God and to the revelqtiori of the' gospel, than 
he did of his friendship with Peter, 'Or Barnabas, or any
body else. And though younger in grace, he was deter
mined to take his stand. He said to Peter before them 
all, ~'If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of 
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest tho.u 
the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?" It was dangerous 
for any ma~ to act or speak illogically ~n the presence of 
the Apostle' Paul for he is sure to bring him to book: 
"Knowing that a man i's not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have be-' 
1i~ved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the 
faiJI:h of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 
the works of the law shall no flesh, be justified. But if, 
while we seek to be justified by Christ, we~ourselves also 

. are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of 
sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which 
I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. For I through 
the law, am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of ~he Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate 
the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain." 

Last Thursday evening we examined the great doc
trine of justification, justification by faith, but we got 
far enough merely to define, to explain, to expound the 
doctrine itself, what justificaJtion really means. This 
evening I shall try to show you how the soul is justified 
before God; how justification is, shall I say, receiv¢, 
by' what means tpe righteousness available through the 
grace of God to the sinful soul·may now be imputed to 
one who is. morally and spiritually bankrupt. . 
Everyw~ere through the New Testament we are told 

that we are justified by faith: "Therefore being justified 
by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Obviously, then, that necessitates an understand
ing of the meaning of faith. What is faith? And how 
is this justification appropriated by faith? What rela
tion has faith to the impUJI:ed righteousness of Christ? 
Ho,-,," is that. faith exercised? 

I. 
That is ~>ur first question, ·WHAT IS FAITH? Perhaps 

at first blush it may seem to be a very. simple matter to 
answer it, and yet, as a ma.tter of fact, the question I 
submit is a much profoundel' oile than some 'may think. 

Let me begin,. then, with a negative statement that 
faith is much more than a vague hope of better things. 
Faith is akin to hope, and hope to faith; but faith is a 
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much stronger word than hope. There is a sense in which 
"we are saved by hope." We hope for that which f~ith 
promises us, which we expect on the ground of faIth. 
Sometimes we say, "While there's Hfe there's hope." And 
one who is almost in despa~r in respect to a certaitJ. mat
ter will sometimes' say in response to a word of encourage
ment, f'Yes; I hope so." But it is a very faint hope. 

There are some professing Christians who sometimes' 
express the hope that they "will see the end of a praying 
life"! I think that must be an old Methodist phrase. I 
do not know just where' it did originate, but there are 
many who express, the hope that by some means or an
other, in spite of all untoward circumstances, and appear
ances to the contrary, they will get through. 

There is no peace to be enjoyed on the ground' of a 
vague hope like that. ' Our salvation is based upon some
thing more than mere hope. You have a friend who has 
promisd to render you a particular service. You are in. 
urgent need of thaJI: help which your friend has promised 
-but it is slow in coming. Someone, says, "Well, Mr. 
So-and-So has promised that he will stand by you. You 
think he will keep his word, do you not?" "Well, I hope 
so!' But you are not quite sure. ' 

I say, we shall never' be strong and vigorou~, happy 
and peace-enjoying Christians, if we have nothing m<:>re 
upon which to reSll: than a vague hope. 

I go farther than that and say that faith is mu~h ,nore 
than a mere working h.ypothesis, more than a presupposi
tion, more than a "'let us take certain things for granted" 
attitude. \Ve cannot proceed far on that" ground. Faith 
is much more than that. As a matter of fact, there is 
nothing hypothetical about the Christian's position. A 
Christian may be sure. He may be surer of his relation
ship to Christ and of his own salvation than he is of even 
the existence of anything he touches, or tastes, or handles. 
Whatever faith may be, it is a faculty by which absolute 
certitude is made possible. It is not a mere hypothesis, 
a starting place, an assumption that certain things may' 
be true, probably are true, that they are the best con
ceivable, and that therefore we may go forward in the 
hope that these things will come to pass; and tha.t, in any 
event,' it' is the best hypothesis we have. 

As for example when Sir William Bateson was here 
and delivered his famous address on Evolution, at Toronto 
Universi,ty. He said, in effect: It must be held by 
faith. We have no certainty respecting the matter. It 
is still in the ~ypothetical stage. !Ie said t hey yielded 
no.thing to the obscurantists (by which he' intended, I 
suppose, believers in the Book): They were content to 
say that the evolutionary hypothesis is the best working 
hypothesis they have. Even evolutionists, he admitted, 
were not sure of it, but were compelled to proceed on the 
.assumption of its truth; because they can find nothing 
that seems more probable. 

I have not given you his exac.t words, but that was 
his argument. . 

We are no}, as Christians, in any such haze as that: 
"We have a more sure word of prophecy" than a mere 

, assumption. 
I will go farther and sa.y that faith is certainly not a 

superstition. In the view of many faith is little more: it 
is mere credulity We believe certain things,-we 
say we believe certain things. So do the children 
believe in fairies! So do some uninstructed people 
believe in witches and wizards, in ghosts, and in all 
sorts of apparitions that belong to a realm of the intan-

gible. That is purely a superstition that has no basis in 
reality. So faith, in the thought of some, is supposed to 
be a relic of the past, to belong to the superstitious age 
when people believed in prayer-wheels, in incantations, 
in a word, in magic. And religious faith is nothing more 
than that in the view of some. 

Faith, to be positive, i.r the fruit of knowledge. I be
lieve it is an error to say tha.t it is a substitute for 
knowledge. You remember Tennyson says in "In Memor
iam"-

"We have but faith: we cannot know; 
For knowledge is of things we see; 
And yet we trust it comes from thee, 

A beam of darkness: let it grow. 

"Let knowledge grow from more to more, 
But more of reverence in us dwell; 
That mind and soul, according well, 

May make one music as before. 

"But vaster. vVe are fools and slight; 
We mock thee when we do not fear: 
But help thy foolish ones to bear; 

Help thy vain worlds to bear thy light." 

Let me repeat:-

"We have but faith: we cannot know; 
For knowledge is of things .we. see"-

Is it? Is gt? By, what faculty or faculties is knowledge 
acquired? Have we no knowledge but that which is re
ceived through the senses? ~s it true that I can have 
no positive knowledge of anything that· I cannot see or 
hear or taste? Is knowledge always and only "of things 
,we see"? Am I . shut up to the testimony of my: senses? 
Sometimes we speak as though we were. We say, "If I 
believe the evidence of my senses." But your senses 
may deceive you in what you see, or hear, or taste, or 
smell. You may have a cold! You may not be able to 
hear, taste, or smell. But even the senses may be aug
mented, their powers supplemented. I suppose that is 
what we have glasses for; and that is what a microscope 
is for, and the telescope. That is what· the radio is for. 
This building is full 'at this moment of sound-waves. If 
I ceased to talk, could you hear them? There are speeches 
and instrumental music and songs vibrating through this 
room. at this minute. We cannot hear them,. but had we 
the proper instruments we could make them audible. 

The Bible is very explicit on this point. It says, "Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered in.to 

, the heart of man, the things whkh God hath prepared 
for them that love him"-many people quote that tex.t 
as though it referred to heaven. ,They say, There are 
wonderful things to be enjoyed by and by that the eye 
cannot see, that the ear cannot hear, and that hath not 
entered the heart of man; man has never even thought of 
these ·things. That is not what the text means at all. ... 
Surely the eye and the ear are representative of the physi
cal senses. And Apostle Paul tells us, in effect that 
there is a realm of knowledge, of truth, objective to 
ourselves, that we may come to understand and to know, 
that there is treasure of inestimable worth laid up for us 
in that realm, but that neither the eye, nor the ear, nor 
any of the senses, can establish communication with that 
realm of the spirit. The things of that realm are appre-
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hend~d by another faculty than the natural senses for believe the 'Word· of God alone: i,t is something deeper 
he proceeds to say, "But God hath revealed them unto us than that: VI/e believe God Himself. We now know who 
by his Spirit.: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the God is, and because He is God we can believe' Him, we 
deep things of God." can trust Him as God, and therefore we can believe His 

That is to say, the treasures of the spiritual world, all Word. That is what it is to believe. 
of them, are to be apprehended by some other faculty than VI/hat is it we believe, then? What are the particulars 
the faculty of the senses; they are brought within the of t!tis revelation? Very simply, it means that if -we are· 
range of our understanding wholly by the revealing m~n- thus to be justified, we recognize ottr need of justification. 
istry of the Spirit of God. What a wonderful truth that In other words, we accept God's revelation in respect tp the 
is, .dear friends! . great fact of sin. We know that we are sinners. We 

f'Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?" said . know that we have violated His law. He has spoken to 
Jesus, "what do they think of Me? You have heard them us by the voice of His Spirit in His W (lrd, and we know 
talk of Me, what do they say of Me?" The disciples that we are under the condemnation of the law which we 
answered, "Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some have violated. 
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one Qf the prophets." . No. man can appropriate this justification until he has 
Then He said, "But whom say. ye that I am?" Peter first of all seen himself condemned by the law which 
answered, "'Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living later vindicates him in the eyes of God. Hence there can 
God." To which Jesus replied, "Blessed art thou, Simon he no true faith without repentance. I do not believe it' 
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto is possible for anybody reaUy to believ~ in God without 
thee, but my Father whi(:h is .in heavetr." In effect, He repenting of his sin. That is where the weakness of 
said, "You would be saying the same thing that all the. much modern preaching lies. If we are wrong in our 
other people are saying if My Father had not communi- . estimate, in our understanding of the great fact of sin, 
cated by revelation, by His Spirit;, that which eye ha.th we are bound to be wrong in respect to the kind of salva-
not seen, nor ear heard.". tion we need that we may be delivered from it. 

You remember, too, that beautiful word of His in the .1 have sometimes used an illustration from the Old 
. eleventh chapter of Matthew "I thank thee, 0 Father, Testament. I believe it will make my thought clear. 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these Some weeks ago I spoke to you about Ahab. Ahab had 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them his choice between two courses. On the one hand he had 
unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in the testimony of four hundred prophets who told him to 
thy sight." .. do exactly as he desired to do. On the other hand, he 

What is faith, then? Faith is simply the response of had the word of the one lone prophet who said, '·'If you 
the spirituaU,y enlightened soul to God's revelation of go up to Ramoth-gilead you will never come back again." 
Himself. You remember when the brethren of Joseph Ahab was shut up to believe either the four hundred who 
came before the governor, and they did not know who' spoke wi.th suspicious unanimity, or ,the word of the pro
he was, he said, at last, "I am Joseph." They could not phet Micaiah who' said, "If thou return at all in peace, 
answer him. They were troubled. at his presence. They the Lord hath not spoken by me." . 
could not find out who he was for themselves. There What had Ahab to do in order to believe the word of 
was ~o one in Egypt who knew anything about the rela- the four hundred prophets? Nothing at all. Belief in 
tionship between the governor and these men from the their word would effect no change in his programme. It 
land of Canaan. The only person there who could com- would nece~sitate. no turning back from Ramoth-gilead 
municate that knowledge was the governor himself. So because they all told him to do what he wanted to do. 
he introduced himself,· saying, "I am Joseph." When Therefore it was quite possible for him to believe a word 
he showed his perfect knowledge of all their past, reveal- which was in harmony with his own desire, and his own 
ing themselves to themselves, as well as revealing him- will, without any repentance.. All he had to do was to 
self to them, they responded to that revelation by saying, carry out his progr~mme. Therefore it was easy to be
"There is no mistake about it; he who is the governor is lieve what the four hundred prophets said. 
our brother Joseph." What would he have had to do to believe what Micaiah 

There is something like that in the communication of the son of Imiah said in the name of the Lord? He 
the Spirit of God to the quickened soul: God appears to would have had to turn right-about-face. Faith in the 
the view of the eyes of our heart, and the awakened soul word of the four hundred prophets effected no change in 
responds to that self-revelation of God, to the divine self- his life at all: faith in the solitary word of Micaiah would 
disclosure. Thus faith is not something less than know- have effected a moral revolution; it would have trans
ledge received through the senses; faith is the answer of formed his whole life and conduct. 
a quickened, of a new-.born soul to God's infallible revela- The word of God comes to us accusing us of cert.ain 
tion of Himself. So that faith has the truth to reason wrong, charging us wLth the violation of His law, with 
from. We need. not hang our heads and think we are being biased against Go~ .. To accept God's revelation of 
far, far behind the times, because we believe. As' a mat- the requirements of His law necessitates an absolute change 
ter of fact, we are in advance of those who are ,shut up of life, repentance toward God; until we come to see that 
to such knowledge as may be obtained only by the eye the sin that was so desirable, so attractive, so to be de
or through the ear, or by means of any of the ·senses. 'sired to make one wise, is the opposite of what it appeared 

to be,-sin then becomes in the new light from Heaven 
II. 

WHAT IS IT wE BELIEVE, then, if that is faith? Faith) 
of course--did I make that clear, is a revelation of the 
person of God? It is not that we believe something about 
God. "Abraham believed' God." It is not even that we 

a thing that is to be abhorred as hell itself. 
Believing means accepting the work of Christ in o'/.W 

behalf; the revelation of the work of Christ. Let us make 
that clear in a word or two. What did Christ do for you? 
Someone says, "He died for me." Is that all? "Is" not 
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that everything?" Why had his death any- value for 
you? f'Well, because He was the Son of God." Why, 
then; did He not come immediately from the glory to the 
cross? Why did He begin at Bethlehem? What did- He 
accomplish for you and me by His earthly life? Any
thing? You say, "He set me an example." Yes; if you 
have power to follow the example. It is true enough 
that there is an example in- the ministry of our Lord. 
But is that all He did? What was the purpose of His 
life-? Why did it begin at Bethlehem instead of Calvary? 

The first Adam began his career, not as a babe, but as 
a full-grown man._ Why could not our Lord miraculously 
have assumed our flesh and come to earth as a man, and 
gone immediately to the .cross, paying ou.r debt? A t;J-ir
acle is something God does by the exercise of sovereign, 
supernatural power. Jesus could hav;e come to earth as 
a full-grown man. I do not know how, but God ~o';lld 
have devised a way. There must have been a divine 
reason for His coming as a Babe, miraculously born of 
a virgin. Surely_ His Hfe must sustain sot;J-e relat~onship 
to His death. "Vvhen the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adopti~:m of sons." 

Righteousness, as I explained to you last wee~, is ~nore 
than innocence. Adam and Eve were, for a time, mnp
cent. They were never righteous in themselve~, for 
righteousness implies not merely the absence of gullt, the 

- absence of wrong, the absence of evil :-that is innocence. 
We speak of a babe as being an innocent c~ild: It does 
not know to choose between good and evll; It has no
intelligent, conscious, volition. It is a purely innocent 
child. But righteousness involves the will. Righteous
ness means the deliberate choice of that which is right. 
The righteous man has done right in preference to wrong; 
he has chosen the good instead of the evil; he has delib
erately conformed to the will of God as expressed in 
His holy law. 

Jesus Christ was made un~er the law-what for? That 
He might fulfil the requirements of the law, that He 
might work out a righteousness for us. You remember 
that when He went up to the temple and was lost, and 
Mary found -Him and said, "Son, why hast thou t~us 
clea1t with us? behold, thy father and I have sought tliee 
sorrowing", ~e said, "How is it that ye sought me? Wist 
ye-not that I must be about my Father's busin~ss?" Mean
ing, That I must be -concerned about the thmgs of My 
Father? Do you not know that I must put God first? 
What is the first and great commandment? "Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God." -The first, not in order n,terely, 
but in importance, ~n relation. God must be prst m o~r 
lives. And so Jesus the boy put God first, before HIS 
hUQ1an mother. 

And then He went down to Nazareth, and was "sub
ject" to them. What is the first commandment of the 
second table of the law? "Honour thy father and thy 
mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee." Our Lord Jesus put God 
first, and loved Him with all His heart and soul and 
strength. Then He fulfilled the second table, loving His 
neighbour as Himself. 

Throughout His earthly life He was just as much our 
Substitute under the law as when He went to the cross 
in our behalf, fulfilling the law's requirements in our rOQm 
and stead. His life was as necessary to our salvation as 
His, death; and H.is death acquired value because it was 

the culmination of Hi-s life of righteousness. Therefore, 
we must accept His life, His righteousness. 

Have you thought of this? "When he (the Holy 
Spirit) is come, he will reprove the world of sm, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment"-not judgment to come. 
That is sometimes misquoted. It means judgment that 
has corrie. ~'Of sin." What sin? Drunkenness? Immor
ality? Disho~esty ?-"Of sin beca,use they ~elieve !'lot on 
mc." That is the mother of all sm. That IS the sm that 
comprehends all other sins. 

"Of righteousness." Why must the Spirit of God con
vince us of righteousness? "'Because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more." Because there is no one left on 
earth who can tell you what righteousness is. Speak t? 
your mechanic and say, "H?w wide is tha~?" Im.medl
ately he puts his hand to hiS pocket. If hiS rule IS not 

- there, he says, "I can guess, but I have no rule." But 
if· he has, he draws forth his rule and says, after meas
uring it, "It is so much." 

The world has lost its Rule. It has no standard now. 
There is not a man living who knows what righteousn~s 
is. The Holy Ghost must reveal to u~ God's standard of 
righteousness. Where, shall. we find It? In the perfect 
life of- our Lord Jesus ChrISt. Do you know what He 
meant when He said ~'Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter into -the kingdom of heaven"? 
How far must our righteousness exCeed the righteousness 

'of the Scribes and Pharisees in order to merit accept
ance with God? Our righteOusness must so far exceed 
the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees as to be
come absolutely equal to the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

Do you know how far short of the glory of God you 
have come? No! none of us do. "All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God." But nobody will ever 
get to heaven and come- where God is who falls short of 
the absolute perfection of Jesus Christ .. Cot;J-e now, you 
perfectionists, stand up to that! You mfalltble folks,
measure yourself by that! God has not one standard 
for one and another -for another. No one can ~ver dwell 
where He is who falls short of the peifect righteousness 
of Christ, even by an infini.tesimal fraction. . 

What is the gospel? "God who commanded the ltght 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts"
waat for ?-"to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God" -to tell me what the glory of God is. 
Where shall I find it ?-"'in the face of Jesus Christ." 
Righteous as He is righteous; glorious as He is glorious; 
perfect as He is perfect. 

Someone will say, "There is no chance for us.". Quite 
so. There is no chance for us-apart from thiS great 
truth, that the righteousness which God has w~ought out 
for us in Christ is imputed to us _when we beheve. We 
are in Christ and all His perfections cover us. 

And liS1l:en': "Ye are complete in him, which is the 
head of all principality_ and power." Our completeness is 
in Christ as we trust Him, accepting His estimate of 
sin, of righteousness, of true holiness, as reve~led in the 
person of Christ; and as by the work of grace m the soul 
we are brought into harmony with these things, we learn 
to love the law of God and to delight in His righteous
ness, until there is wrought in'us by His Spirit a ,:eri~ab!e 
passion for likeness to Christ; then all tha.t. Ch~~st 1~ 1S 
reckoned to our account, and we have standmg m H1m: 
t~For he hath made him to be sin.tor u~) who knew ",-0 
sin; that 'l.f.'e might be made the righteousness of God tn 
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him." . As surely as Christ beca;ne bef;re God in our. be
half "sj,n for us", so. that God saw in Him only our sin and 
poured His 'lvrath upon it; so, by grace through faith, we 
are "made the righteousness of God in Him," and God 
sees in. us only the perfect righteousness of Christ a·nd 
lavishes His favour up'on us. 

It comes to this, that as in the beginning we were in 
Adam, so now we are in Christ. The fifth chapter of 
Romans tells us that we have our choice of appropriating 
the guilt of the first Adam or the grace of the Second. 
And you remember the writer of the Hebrews tells us that 
God saw Levi in Abraham, that Levi was in Abraham. 
So He has chosen us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame be
fore Him in love. And because He has done that, He 
has blessed us with all spiritual blessing in heavenly 
places in Christ; the perfect righteousness of Christ is 
thus made ours. 

• One of the soldiers who crucified Him received His 
robe when they C1;tSt lots. I' suppose he did what most 
peopJe do under such circumstances: he probably slipped 
that robe on over his head to see whether it fitted him. 
I have sometimes fancied his coming down the mountrun, 
and, notwithstanding his hands were red with the blood 
of the Crucified, someone seeing him wearing the robe 
might say, '.'1 thought Jesus of Nazareth was crucified. 
Is not that lJe?" "No; it is only one of the soldiers who 
crucified Him wearing Hi·s robe and looking so like Him 
one might imagine it was He." So the perfect righteous
ness of Christ is put on us, imputed to u~. He clothes us 
with the garments of salvation; He bedecks us with all 
the ornaments of grace; He sets His heart's love upon u~; 
and at last in the eyes of the divine Bridegroom we are 
perfect, and He says, "Thou art all fair, my love; there 
is no spot in thee."-

"What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus, my Jesus! 
What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord." 

A RADIO SUGGESTION. 
The following letter has reached us from the pastor 

0'£ a group of rural Baptist churches in Pennsylvania. 
It speaks for itself: 

Rev. T. T. Shields, D.D., 
Jarv.is Street Baptist Church, 

Toronto, Canada. 
Dear Brother 'Shields: 

. Pa •• 
February 24th, H!31. 

Kindly permit me to .c·ongratulate you on the wonderful 
work you are doing. 

It has ·been my happy privilege.to listen in to y·our Sund'ay 
evening broadcast on seV'eraI occasions lately, ·and am aware 
of several othe:rs to w,hom I have spo·ken· o:r written, who 
have also heard you, and aU have been greatly. 'blessed. 

Y.ou will obseTV'e that I am Paj'ltor of a group of churches 
in Rural, Penna., 'and that fact must be my ·apology for 
venturing a suggestion ror your con-siderati'on. Do you not 
think it pO'Ssible that your broadcast ministry might be made 
available for -many of our ·pastorleSlS :rural churches? The 
installation of suitable radios with loud amplifiers would en- . 
a)ble any country c.hur-ch to ~njoy, and be r-ichly blessed', by 
y.our sermons, -and who can tell 1i.o.w. many of them might ,be 
sav-ed from extinction. And ihow many from the insidi,OIls 
campaigning of Modernistic agencies? At the moment, I am 
r8lising funds ,to e:qui·p some ,of our churches in this way. 
I am al:;;o organizing our laymen to help save the country 

church by rendering gratuitous service on the lines of' the 
Methodist loeal preachem in the Old Land'. 

IReferring to y{}ur two-hour ·broadcast I want to state that 
there '81ppears to Ihave been some serious interference witih 
the transmission 1-ately. There seems to have been unusual 
static, and other voice and instrument interference, as though 
means we:re being sought and found to drown y,our voice, 
and your messages have been greatly interrupted. 

Immediately you are s'hut oft', usuaUy fifteen or more min
utes under two hou:rs, the programmes that follow come 
thr.ough qoite clearly. 

Kindly favour ·me with "The Gospel Witness" weekly, $1.00' 
enclosed. 

Wiarmly 'and sincerely. YOun!, 

(Weare hoping interference will be eliminated after 
April 1st.) 

Could 'not such a plan be followed in this country in 
churches that are too weak to maintain a regular minis
ter? Were they to get the very best radio dbtainable, with 
the necessary -dynamic speaker; or whatever it is called, 
they could then appoint one of the deacons, or some other 
worker, to preside. Part of the service, perhaps, 'could 
be their own, particularly the prayer. They could join 
in the singing of the hymns, and hear the sermon. 

We 'be1iev~ it is wrong for Christian people to for-:
sake the assembling Of themselves together. Public wor
ship .is a divine institution, and should no.t be neglected. 
But if congregations were to assemble in this way they 
might be able to have a better reception of the message 

. than some of them could have in their own homes with 
an inferior radio. But above all, they would be coming 
together to worship, ·and for the benefits of Christian 
fellowship. 

Of course, the radio is a poor substitute for the pres
ence of a living Pastor. We are merely suggesting it 
as a means of keeping open the rural church where num
bers are so depleted that they are unable to maintain a 
regular minister. It occurs to us that if a number of 
churches over the land were to co-operate in. this matter 
it might be possible for them to obtain the highest quality 
radio' at a whole.sale rate. 

RADIO THANKOFFE.RING SERVICE. 
In view of the end 'of the Jarvis Street Church ye'ar, ·and 

·the necessity of balancing all accounts. -by March 31st, a 
Radio Thankoft'ering Service is beIng arranged for March 
22nd. We are especial-ly inviting all our 'hearers who live 
within reach of our -building to let their radios be silent that 
evening, and come to Jarvis Street Church instead. We are 
inv.iting them als,o to bring with them a thankoft'ering. In 
this way we hope to balance our Radio Fund ,by the end of 
the month. 

We are writing 'also ·to all our radio hearers who have 
re'Ported 'hearing the service, inviting them to ·participate in 
this thankoft'ering service. We pass this irivitation on to 
our "Witness'~ readers who are also among our radio he·arers, . 
and ex·press the -hope that 'all will participate. Remember 
the date-March 22nd. 

a 

Only 19 days 

to March 31st! 

Have You Answered 

The Editor's Letter . 

Of January 28th Yet? 

Write Him Today 



14 (650) 

Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf 
Vol. 6. No.1 

REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 

l.es8on 13. March 29th, 1931. 
First Quarter. 

JOSEPH'S REVELATION. 
Lesson Text: Genesis, chapters 44 and 45. 
Golden Text: "Now 1ilierefore, I pray 

thee, let thy servant abide instead 
of the lad a bondman to my lord; and 
let the lad go up with his brethren," 
44:33 •. 

1. JOSEPH'S SCHEME, (vs. 1-13). 
J oseph'lS ·bretMen had gone through a 

very ,trying ex.perienoe, ibut the most 
severe tes·t was reserved for the last. In 
relation to Joseph, in his 'Y'ounger days, 
they had proved faithless, now ·they were 
to be ·tested in reference to them- young
est brother, Ben-ja.min. The sche.me was 
sim.ple, 'Y'8t effective. Joseph commanded 
his stE!IWard to fill the men'iS .sacks with 
food, and tOo put every man's moOney in 
his sack's .mouth, and then to place his 
silver cup, a large ,goblet, . probably the 
one used at their banquet, in the sack of 
the youngest (vs. 1, 2). This was done; 
and 'aofter the men were ·but a short dis
tance o.n their return jOUTil.ey, the stew
ard was sent after them to ,bring to ·their 
attention the !"act of the dis.appearance 
of the cup. This he did in the words of 
loseph, "WherefoQre have ye rewarded 
evil for ,good? Is not this it in which 
my lord dri·nketh, and whereby indeed he 
divineth? ye have done ev.u ·in so doing", 
(VIS. 3-6). The cup was used for ·the :pur
pose of divination, but it is not likely .that 
Joseph so used it. He was acting a paTt 
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J'oseph in all humility. They fall "·before 
him o.n: the ground", (v. 14). TOSeph's 
dream must have come again Ibef'ore him 
as he ISatW the attitude of his ,bretm-en, 
(37:'5-111). Retreats them somewhat 
sternly, (v. 16). 'l'his leads to Judah's 
statement, uttered under powerful emo
tion, and in brolren tones, that they were 
all J,oseph's servants,. (v. 16). Joseph 
declines to accep,t of. ·them as such, stat
ing that he would only retain the one 
in whose hand the cup was found, the 
others cou·Id depal"t for home, (v. 17). 
T·his was placing a ,temp·~tion before 
them to put their ·own safety bef'ore that 
of their hllothe,r. Tibey had fOl."Sa·ken 
Joseph fOllmerly. WouLd ·they now fOT
sake Benj'amin? Note the nature, pur
pose,and result of this phas·e of the test. 

The statement of Joseph leads to the 
plea of Judah, wherein he makes known 
the circumstances of their home, refer
ring to their father, to their missing 
brother, Joseph, to the specially near and 
dear relationship of Benjamin to their 
father, (v .. 20), to the circumstances 
under which tJteir youngest brother was 
permitted to come down with them, (vs. 
21-29), to the evil consequences which 
would ensue if Benjamin failed to return' 
witli them, (vs. 30, 31), and to the fact 
that he was surety for the lad, (v. 32). 
Upon this statement he bases his plea 
for the liberation of his youngest brother, 
and offers to take his place as a bondman, 
(vs. 38, 84). Such a plea is affecting, 
earnest, sincere, self-sacrificing, and be
trays' a loyal, generous, spirit. It is an 
example unto us in relation to our at
titude toward others, and especially to
ward those of the household of faith. 
Note the probable attitude of Benjamin 
toward his brother, and the near rela
tionship of the tribes of Judah and Ben
jamin in later days. ·in this 'as in his foQrm·er actioons. 

The brethren were shocked and hewil- , 
dered -by the challge 'Qf the steward. DI. JOSEPH S DISCLOSURE OF HIM-
Since their first entrance into Egy.pt they SELF,. (45:1-15). 
had ·been treated as sllJSlpicious charac- . The affectmg nature of Judah's plea 
ters, but the action of ·the .governor in 18 seen i~ the effec:t upon Josep·h, (v. 1). 
invi.ting them to 'his house would give~:uch. actIoOn was due to delic!lCY oOf feel
th-em the i.mp·ression that they were no 1n~g, m oOrder that 'others m~:ght not he 
~.onger regarded as such, and IbheY' would watnesses' of the embar1l8lSSment of his 
be returning home happy 1111; heart over brethl"en 'When theIr fOormer sin was 
the success of their ·mission. And then to br.ought so forcibly to them- attenti-on, 
hav~ this happen! They were COmcioOUiS as .well as to give ,greater freedom to 
of their innocence, and so affirmed, (v. theIr 1l}utual eJr!p;ressi-Din of feelling. Ty!pi-
7, 8), and then sta·ted to the steward in .eaJ.ly It rem'ind·s us of the revelation 
ref'erence tOo the cup, "With wh'omsoever of our Lord yet to COome, whe.n "everv 
of thy servants it be found', both let hi.m e¥"e shall ~ee Him, and t!tey also which 
die, and /We als·o will ·be my lord's bond- pIerced H1m, and all ikdndreds .of the 
men" ·(v. 9). T,he steward 'aogreed to earth :s:hall wail bec·ause oOf Him". (Rev. 
tMs, 'searched theia.' sacks, beginnin·g at 1:7)· No.te J,ose-pMs; state tm-·()tUghout 
the e};diest, and found the cup where he thIS whole test, the ilngh chara.cter man·i
had p,laced it ·in the ,sac·k -of the young- fes·ted, the :restl'laint of desire shown. aT!!1 
es:t, (vs. 9-12). 'l'he effect of this on the the carefW, was.e, planning evidenced. 
brethTen was stunning, "they rent their !"lote .also our Lord's plan for this age, 

. clothes, 'and laded every man his ass, and ltS ~se nature and beneficent purpose, 
returned to the city". (v. 13). Such ae- and ItS twofold relationship concerning 
tion manifested loyalty, and unity, and ::tbe future, affecting Jew and Church, 

.waos. i.n contllast to their former attitude (Acts 1-5:14",17; Zech. 14; I Thess. 4:13-8). 
·toward J,oseph. The tes-t W8JS -producing Josep~'s disclosure of his identity is 
fruit, and revealing an improvement of made W1th deep feeling, (v. 2). He then 
character. and thoU:2'h severe· in nature, stated ~hiIlt ·~e is J.oseDh, and enquires 
was benefic'i.al in acti·on. concermng hIS f.a.ther. But:his brethr·en 

, coulil not ans,wer him "for they were· 
II. JUDAH S PLEA, (vs. 14-34). troubled art; ~is p;resence" (v. 3). Th 
The testingtof the brethren re·a'ches, i,ts' were conscience-smItten 'and af.raid ~ 

cUm!lx i.n .the ,plea of Jud~ah on behalf of the probable eODlSequene~s of thei,r sin. It 
~enJ!lm1n. The .plea mamfests deep feel- ~houl~ be ncrted that sin never.,gives sat
mil', IS. e,loq-uent m utterance, and so pow- I'sf.~.etion, and alwaYlS brings trouble ,in its 
erful I!l eff.ect tha,t J?sep·h brea~s d·own tr.am. Jos~p~ ~ipeaks reassuringly to his 
u·nder It, and revea,ls hlmself to ~1!S breth- hrethren, lrnvItI!1·g them to coone near, (v . 
l'en. The men re-enter the prese·nce of 4), and requestIng them not to be grieved 
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or angry with themselves for their of
fence against him, for God had sent him 
before them to preserve life, (vs. 5-8). 
Joseph thus recognized the hand of God 
in the experiences of life. All things 
work together for good to those who love 
the Lord, who are the called according 
t~ His p'urpose, (Rom. 8:28). Explana
tIon may be made of the purpose of God 
being wrought in and through the lives 
of men, and the proper attitude in rela
tion thereto of the individual. 

After re·assu.ring his brethrenl Joseph 
requests them to hasten and intoOrm his 
father <that God had made him lord of all 
Egy.pt, and to invi·te him to come d,own 
-to EgY!llt, that there the !Whole family 
might he nourished, "And ye shall teU 
my father of all my glory in Egypt, and 
of all that ye have seen." "And he fell 
upo.n his brother Benjamin's neck and 
wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck," 
(vs. 9-14). He then kis·sed all his breth
ren, and they ta1ked with h~m, (v. 15). 
This was a true reconciliation. Note thE!" 
iprobable effect on the bretln-e'n, apart 
from their tr.oubled minds, the wonder of 
the occasian, the complete surprise, the 
delightful ·and wondr·ous message they' 
had to conv,ey to their father; yet the 
c·ondemnation of thelJlllSelves this implied, 
for their father would now become aware 
·of their fOmler evil deed; but the joy 
of the occasion would offset the anger 
aog·ainst the sin. 
IV. JOSEPH'S BRETHREN RETURN 

HOME, (vs. 16-28). 
"And ,the mme thereof was hearo in 

Pharoah's house, saying, J·oseph's breth
ren are come; and it plea.sed Pharoah 
well, and his seI'vants", (v. 16). Such a 
matter could not -be kept quiet. It 
Wl8!S' affecting and· important, and ap
pealed to the ruler and his servants, with 
the result that he gave an urgent invita
tio.n to all to settle in Egypt, sending 
wagons with the brethren for the c·onvey
anee of th·eir wIve·s and little ones, (v's. 
17-20). Joseph gave them the wagons, 
to e'ach of them he g.ave a present; to his 
father he sent a splendid gift. Then he 
s·ent tlhem away counselling them not to 
fan out by the way, (vs. 21-24). They 
had had a :w.ondTous experience. Love 
had flooded their souls in their close and 
affectionate intercourse with J'oseph, and 
they were on the way home now to bear 
witnes·s unto him. Bllot the ·old nature 
was still pr·esent. Tohere was the possi
bility of disagreement about their ·past 
sin, and even about their present missiOon; 
therefore the injunction W18.S timely. T.he 
Lord',s peopIe should pay heed to their 
.J,oseph, and not f.all Oout by the way. The 
brethren had much to engage their 
thouj!'ht and speech in relation to JoseJ>h, 
and if ,go eng>a,~ed there w.ould be no like
lihood of falling Ollot with each other. 
The antidote for p~esent-day disagree
ment lies in. bei.n·g takep up with our 
divine Jos'eph. May He aid us in looking 
away fl"om self unto Him! 

The task of telling their f'ather about 
Joseph, while deJi.j!;'htf'llol in one sense, was 
not easy in anOother, The informati·on 
ca:me as 'a shock to J'a-cob. (v. U). Per
haps Ib~e news seemed too ·g.ood to be 
true, and he may have· dou·bted their 
tr-ustwol"thines·s. The sigoht of the wag
ons revived him; he believed Ms son was 
alive, and decIa.red his intention of going" 
to him before he died. Note in all thi·s 
.T·osenh's love, 'Pharoh's hospitality, and 
.Taeob's faith. 
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PROGRAMMES. 
With ·the e,ncouraging news. b~irJg ~e

ceived from our. ~oreig:n .mlS61onarI~ 
concerning the progress ,of ~he work. in 
Liberia and the amount of mformatIOn 
avaHable regarding the country and. the 
people among whom our representatIv:es 
lalbor, there is abu?danc~ ,?f matel'lal 
from which. i-p.teres,tmg MISlSI,onary pro-
grammes may be arranged. . 

Every mem·be.r of the churches I~ our 
f'eHowship sbould 'De fully acquamted 
with the ,history of the work a~d every 
phase of its establis.hment a~d thIS should 
be reviewed fil'Otro tune. to. tIm~. Mos-t of 
'001" peo!pIe know the misSIonal:IGS person
al-ly and this is a !pri vilege mdeed, but 
were this no·t Lhe case our interest should 

- be just as deep, for are they not our rep-
resentati~es ? . 

The f,aet thiat the Union vf Regulal 
.Bapti·st ·Churches of Ontario and Quebec 
is wholly respoDISible fO.r ~he m~ainte~an-c;e 
of this important mlS1Sl'o~. m Lllbeil"~ 
.should be widely emphas.lzed and the 
splendid opportuni,ties for adv·ancement 
and ·growth should be stressed. Let us 
th~I1!k God upon every remembr!l-n'Ce,. of 
thelSe mi.ssionaries and i'eHoWlS'hlP WIth 
them in service thTou'gh our prayers and 
gifts. 

It is rather amazing to find ,that some 
a·re of the opinion ,th'at there is a dearth 
of fo;reign missi·onary news ir·om our 0":11 
'fieLd and that i,t is nec/liS.sary. to .bring m 
;sp,eakers from other Mj,g:;~ons, or borr·ow 
indlormation from- other fIelds to keep the 

. missionary wor.k and intere·st. of our pe·o
]>le from w.aning. This i·s indeed a f,aUacy 
-£'or, 'after the .general character and ,plan 
regardi·ng the establishment of the work, 

:has been given, the,re are many phases 
which should be studied. ., . 

A careful" reading of the repoi'ts as 
given.frol!! our ~iss~onaries' lett~rs f.rom 
time to tIme w.Ill gIve· a sp,lendld back-

:g:I"ound and familiadze qne with the ,p;r.ol!? 
lems ·of the missi'onuies, the systeIrt'atIc 
work !oor the glory of God whi'ch it j,s 
'necessary to calTY on, and the joy of 
s·eeing l:ives traIliSformed through :l5aith 
'in the Lord Jesus Christ, the One Who 
'it is ·our mis'si-o'naries' j'oy to proclJ:aim. 

The· fonowing quotations from recent 
-letters are d,e·scriptive and .inf.ormative: 

Introductions. 
"We were 'able to .bring the new work~ 

·ers to the iStation ·on Friday, Janu'ary 
'2nd," wri,tes Mr. Davey, "and have -been 
'busy since that date introducing them to 
'various chiefs, townmasters and towns
:people. Everyhody is ,glad to see them 
'and we bel,ieve that wonderful ,times are 
·a.head of this wOl'k as we labor to.geth·er 
'for Him and Hi.s 'glo.ry." 

. * * * '" 
A Packed Church. 

"L8!st Sunday, . the church was p,acked, 
'peo,ple sitting ,on the fI-oor and there ;were 
'many outside, over two hundred were 
·counted. The new w-orktel1S spoke and 
were listened to with great r-espect. Their 
'cheery dispo·sitions and their ready gras,p 
'of doin·g and s,ay:ing the thin;gsthat ap-

peal to the heaNs of the nati~es 'l!as al
ready won for them a place o.t tnelr own 
with these Bass'a people." 

* * * * 
A Miniature General Hospital. 

"So f'ar we have not definiteIy aUocated 
the work, except in ,the $!B!Se ·of Mrs. Me.l
lish. It was felt by all workers that -In 
view of her e:x;perience in tiLe nu!,sing p·ro
fession that she should ,be gIven com
.pIete charge of the medi'C8:1 and leper 
work. MM. Davey and I ,bemg ready I!ot 
a·n times ,to assist in connection wit~ thIS 
until Mrs. Melliish ·becomes V'ersed m the 
ways of ~in African dispens·ary. Mrs. 
Mellish has agreed to the proposal and 
has' 's'ettled dOtWn to the wo.rk with altac
rity, already ~ dispensary looks .like a 
miniature of Toronto General Hospltal .•. 
The natives ·are delighted that we h~ve 
s·uch 'a fine Dtocoor as they kee,p callIng 
her. P.atients 'are fl.,ocking to the hill 
and aI1e receiving treatment and ·the Word 
of Life." 

* '" * * 
'l'he Hubbard Family. 

"It seemlS strange to have so many 
white foI-k ·on the liill. Mrs. Davey feels 
like 'Old Mother Hubbard', and .if. there 
VI-"E!re· ·a Fa.ther Hubbard, I feel lIke he 
did, only we know what :to do with these, 
ou·r children and fellow-workjlrs. W e d~
sire to thank those who ·have made· It 
po,siSible f'or these new wo;rkers to come 
and thOISe who .have made our stay ,here 
p'olssible. Now that help has come and 
we a·re· uni·ted in the work, /We iknow Y'OU 
will not f'ail us. The burden of expenses 
will the he'avier ·but we know our 'Go·d win 
supply the need and He /W.ill ,prosper the 
work ·of faith -becau·se· it ~s for the gI-ory 
of His Son." 

* * * 
Language Study.. . 

"We ar·e planning a definite period of 
time for lan-guage study d,aHy. We hope 
In this way to d{) all we can' to help each 
o,ther in·a sys·tematic .study of the tongue. 
I h-o,pe there is no doubt in the minds 
of the f.olk at .home concerning ·thi.s ;part 
of the wo.rk. Our work is f{)r the· pres
ent among the Bass·a peolple and the 
Word is proclaimed to -them in their own 
tongue, not in EngliiS,h. The only reason 
we speak E,nglish ·at aU is because it .is 
the official' language of the Republic and 
t.he Government insist on it, but /We teach 
and preach in Bass·a." 
. '" '" * '" 

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION. 
The wOl'k among -the -French Roman 

Ca,tholics in Quebec Province is under the 
directio.n of two m.issionaries ·of lon-g and 
fruitf.ul experience .and from them we 
have the :l5011owing reports. Let UIS re
member how difficult this wo.rk ~s ana 
how ,pati-en.t the missionary must !;ie ~s 
he endea~ors ·to "S'OIW the seed" and WIn 
those who ,have long been under the con
trol of the Roman Catholicism. 

Rev. Arthur St. J'ames of !St. Paul's 
Bilingual Chul'ch tells UiS ·of meetinj!"·s. held 
in' French homes e'aeh Tuesday evening 
and of Children's meetings each Friday. 
One Ibaptism and th;ree decisIons have 
resulted from thes'e gatherin·gs. Pray 

very definitely for the Sunday services 
and for these week-ni.ght means of testi: f . • 
ymg.. h '0._. f'· t . The /Work 'at Frene .uo:ne IClen -IS 

steadily prog:ressing and Rev. Jules 
Dautheny teLls us that newcomers attend. 
the services every .sunday night. When 
Rev. James Hall, of o.ttawa, held ser
vices in St. Paul'lS Church, Benefi'Cient 
Church ,shared in the meetings and had 
·the joy ·of ;receiving on profession of 
Faith and baptism, .two member.s, a man 
and his wife, /Who were formerly Roman 
Catholics, on the Jast day of the mission. 
Others are in ·a ,preparation claSIS and 
will be baptized just as soon as Mr. 
Dautheny is lSure 'of the genuineness of' 
their profession. "T,he Lord is with us 
in the work and in spite of oppOsition 
from the priests, we are grow.ing con" 
·stantly," writes M;r. Dautheny. 

* *. * * 
WESTERN WORK • 

T·he following letter has been il."ecei-ved 
fr·om the Westbourne Baptist Ohurch, 
Ca1ga.ry, Alberta, of which Rev. M.orley 
R. Hall i.s Pastor. All will ;rejoice that 
through the -means of the Radio ·BTOad- . 
cast many will receive the ·Gospel mes
sage on the g.re'at p'l'ta.i;ries and in other 
needy places. There i-s certainly a fam
ine for :the Wo;rd in the Western Prov-
inces .. 
"Dear Ones-in-Dhrist; 

"We are enc1OiSin~ .herewith an an
nouncement -of ou;r B.l'oadcastin-g' over 
CF.CN (690 Kc.), Voice of the Prairie 
Station in Cal-gary, Alta. 

"Our fi,1'ISt 'Back Home Gospel Hour' 
servic'e is due to begin Sunday, Feb. 22nd, 
at 9.15 .p.m. M,ountain :Standard Time. It 
is called ou;r 'Back Home Gospel Hour' 
tbecause it is ,arrang·ed to come ,on the air 
after the regular Sund'a-y evening church 
services. With us it is an extra service 
conducted after our regular Sunday even
ing s·erv.iJc·e in our church auditorium. 

"T.he order of this service nuiy change 
f;rom t~me to time, but we are planning 
the :entire service with our radi{) audience 
in mind. It will, ,last until about 10.30 
p.m;, a·nd dUring the hou;r 'and a quarter 
there will be bright .gospel singing of 
well known .and old time hymns. Solos, 
duets, quartettes, choir s·elections and 
congregational singing wi!,l feature in 
·oux program ·of the Gospel in song. Clear 
cut scriptural meStSages will be ,given by 
·the Pastor, and the whole service should 
prove a real blessing to all concerned. 

"It may ·be of the Lord for YOU to 
undertake some missi-onary service in 
this ,connection. Here are a few sugges
tions: 
. "1. Get permis·sion from your Post
master and Dorner' G;roeer to tack ,the 
announ-cement up in a conspicuollS place. 

"2. Use y,our telephone to call your 
neighbors and fr.iends, asking them to 
tune in for our service. ' 

"3. If you ,have a radio, think of others 
who have none, 'and invite them to come 
in and enj-oy the service. Get a group to-
gether. . . . 

"4. Pray for the Lord's bless.in-g on 
these services, that He will use them for 
the· salvati-on of souls. 
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. "6. To8Ike a few mom-ents to drop us a the fa:ith!ful Pastor oIf the M·ediJ)Ja messages and keep in touch througl). the 
J.ine,·telling UJS how the service came in .. Regular 'Baptist Ohuroh (Inruan), but Witness and .the Missionary BuUetin My 
If 'You have a favo;rite· hY'mn to !request, this week the foll'llJWi·ng DJelWS comes from prayer -is .that 193! wHl ·be the best since 
mention it." Rev. Me'lchie Henry. our .oog.anization. May God Tic-hly bless 

In 4ihe meantime., We are, "The work at Medlina f·s encouraging all the Executive and .give wisdom in all 
Yours to ,br·oadcast the ,pure gospel, aIlld a spirit of unity seems to Ibe domin.. things." Another who wiJ.l no·t ;now ibe 

Westbou.rne Ba-ptilllt Churoh, ant, 'but we fellilize ,the subtlety oIf Satan ablle to attend a Regu!bar Ba.ptist Ohurch 
MORLEY R. HALL, PillStoo-. and know ihow he can use some ins,tru.. wTites, "I trus.t you will continue ·to send 

* * * :II ment to destroy this unity. the monthly Bulletin to us." There are 
SHENSroNE CHURCH REJOICES. "On Febr.uary 13th, we had the manY'sucil. eXipreS'sions of appreciation 

Pleasu·re I()f ibaving Re·v. An~hony ZeolJi and .n·lSu~an~s ~f prn""'''r l'nt~~est Are From the Sihenstone Memorial Baptist . ..., :. "v u "'01~· ........ • with us .M1Jd he spoke o;n the "Deity of II ~re those .. - w'-~ V1nu w~u1d 11'·1-- t .... 'S Churc:h, Brantro!rd, comes the f.o.11owing . l~ IIV 11',. .. · ,," ~ 1\.1:: ,":, 
t Ghrist". After the sermon a number missionary messenger to go? Send in 

repo.r : raised their ibands for pray;e·r and sal- n.a.mes and add\t'esses immediately that 
"He ·giv.eth I,lower to .the· faint, and to vation. the. March Bulletin may.go forward. Back 

them that havoe no might He increaseth ".sUIJf.lay, follOlWin'g .the a'bove date, our issues cannot be su·pplied. Address alll 
strength." Isaiah 40:29. "Hi()w wonder.. ·special serviees !began. Whdle visible corres,pondence to the Office Secre~ry, 
fuUy true is the above p;romise to the reSIUlts ·are not large, a definite wo;;rk is 33'1 Jarvis Street, Toronto. 
membeTs of our church as week by week being doone. There·are iIllQIW five can .. 
God continues to pour out HiLs blessing did:ates for baptism. During these WILLOWDALE. 
up·on the work. Rev. and M1's. Anthony SlPecial services the ·two brothers of the Although Sunday, March 8th, was one 
Zeoli have recentfy held two weeks of Pastor came out for -Christ. of the WOl'IS.t days f'rom ·the standpoint 
special meetings with us and nineteen "I would like to express, thr.ough "TIhe of weather that cO.Jlld 'be experienced, 
souls have sUTrendered to the Lord, Witness", out appreclatio·n fl()r ,the boxes the services at Willowdale were blessed 
among these a Rom:an Catholic mo·ther of clothing sent to us from the various of the Lord and the Pastor had .the jay 
and her daugl1ter ·and o·ne who has been ·churches. We have relCeived; 4ien ,box.es of leading one young married waman 

.... following Morm-on teachings, ihas been oIf dothing from the ehurches of ,the back to the Lo.rd. 'She had not !been in· 
saved. A num:oer have already followed Union, and six smaller parcels f.rom iJn ... sid'e a ~hurch f.or yea.rs, .but through the 
the. Lord in believers' baptism and still d-iv.idiUals·. As:far as I kIliOW we are messages broadcast from the JarV'is 
thexe aTe others who will publicly con.. now S'Ilffieie!ILtly supplied. Accept our Street pulpit ·her hear.t was touched am.d 
fess Him in othis sacred ordinance at an sincere thanks fO!r' the goods sent to us." s·he attended the Willowdale Church'·s 
early date." * * :II :II services. iLas-t Sunday ·evening. On Mon .. 

On Sunday, March 1St, Rev. F. A. Me.. LACHUTE. da'Y she .assu'l'ed the PastoT that although 
Nulty occupied the ,pulp.it and delivered The Ladies' Auxiliary of the Lachute she· had heen a backislider fOT more than 
two powerful meSlS3.ges and following the Regular Baptist OhuTCh, aot a meeting e[even years, old .thing\S had been put 
ev,ening se;rvice, the ,Lord's ,Supp,er was beld three lWeeks ago, unanimous·ly away and that she· pur.p,os-ed to WlaIk with 
administered to the lal1gest number of agreed -to dissolve their Society and to the Lord and seek the salvation of iher 
membem pres-ent ·a.t such a service f.o.r r.eorgoanize as an Auxiliary ·of the OhuTeh. hus!band and family. 
nearly a year. Seven Teceived the iright * :II * * WOMEN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 
hand of feUowship· and others who were . :pALE;~VILLE.. DISSOLVED. 
detained ·owing to illness and other un. The Ladles .Auxlhary i()f the Dalesville The following Women's MiSisiona·ry 
avoIdable .reasoIllS :Will be received lateT."· Regular Baptist Churoh met o~ Tues.. A,uxiliaries have been dissolved (the 

• • • :II 

CHATHAM. 
The Regular Baptist Church, Chatham, 

is again aIb-le to Teport blessing. Fiv·e 
beliey-e·r:s were baptized by Rev. W. N. 
Charlton on .sunday evening, February 
15th, and the Bi·ble S·chool is· pros,pering 
--one hundred and nine were ;pres.ent on 
a recent Sunday, most of the sc.hool re
maining to the morning service. 

. The passing of Mr. Albert Merrill, one 
of the o}.(iest me:mbe1's· ·of the church, is a 
keenly fel·t loss. Mr. Merrill was at all 
ti.mes telS·tifying to the s·avinlZ' p·ower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ,· and he will be 
gr.e,atly ·missed. 

:II :II :II • 

MEDINA. 
It is not often we heaor ·of .the work 

being carried on among the :lIndians Iby 

day, February 24th, ·and unammous.Iy fi'gure in ,parentheses occurring af.ter a 
agreed ·to dissolve their Society and to name indic·ate.s that in that p·articular 
re·o.rganize as an Auxiliary of the Church. c.b'llil"ch there were two Auxilia;ries, and 

Both these Societies will now have as both ·have been dilSis.o[ved. Where there 
theIr objective the interests of the Union. is no figure following the name, -it means 

* • :II :II either that only one s.ociety has been dIs .. 
MISSIONARY BULLETIN. so[ved, 0'1' that there· was only one so-

Women's Missionary Socie.tiels, Young ciety to be-dissolved). There are thiil'ty .. 
People'·s Meetings, and Mis·sionaTY s·evoen in the list: Central, Lond·on (2) j 
Pray.er -Meetings adv.me that the: Milssion.. :::hathamj J'arV'iis St., T·oronto (2); .stanley 
ary Bulletin is .p·roving 'hel.lp:fu!l to them; Ave., Ham1-lton. (2); She-nstone Mem-or .. 
There ·are now nearly .two thousand 1al, BrantfOil'd, (2); Am-basSI8.d-or, WindiSor; 
names on the mailing .Jist, but every Courtland; ElslSex; M·t. BleaS'ant, T·oronto 
faomily an the Unioo .fellowship .. should (2"); Oranogey.iO:le, (2); Odlliaj Lin.dsay; 
have ·a copy that ·p'Taye;;r fOT the )Vork Emmanuel, Verdun; WortJle'Y RIo·ad, Lon .. 
and the w.orkexs may be made 'at every donj Melrose Park, Toronto; ,shedden; 
family ·altar. One "Shut.in" waites-"I Fingal; GalvaTY, Ottawa (2"); Westboro; 
have. been laid asIde since January Uth Oalvary, East Windsor; Oakwood (2); 
and have no.t been out to church and I WheatleY'; Bucking.hamj Dalesvillej La .. 
may not be· able· to be out for some time, chute: S.t. Paul's; Timmins; Walsh; Wil. 
but I certainil'y en:ioy the Doctor's radi·o lo·waa:le.. -

BOOKS BY ·DR. SHIELDS Only 19 Days 

·to March 31st! 
"THE ADVENTIJRES OF A MODERN YOUNG MAN." . 

A series of sermons on the parable of the prodigal and his 
brother. 

"CHRIST IN THE OLD TESTAMENT." 
A series of Thursday evening Bible Lectures from Genesis 
to II. Samuel. 

"THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL OF HISTORY." 
A series of sermons preached in Jarvis Street Church, on 
"TIn: Trial of Jesus." 

Price Fifty cents a volume postpaid. 

Have You Answered 

_ The Editor's Letter 

Of January 28th Yet? 

Write Him Today 


