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"H .e Hath Done -All things Well." 
This was the verdict of a multitude of people who were 

wonder-struck when they beheld the works of Jesus. They 
obs'erved that whatever He did was done thoroughly, per
fectly. The miracle they had just witnessed was but 
typical of His whole career: He not only made the deaf 
to hear and the dumb to speak, but He did all things 
well. 

from Mo·rdecai's bringing up of Hadassah her en-. ' trance mto. the royal palace, the wickedness of Haman, 
the sleepIessness of the king, the subsequent exaltation 
of Mordecai, and the ultimate conquest .of evil and the 
triumph of righteousness, you will understand the 
saying: 

"Thrice blest is he to whom is giv.en 
~ The instinct that can tell, . 

That God is on the field when He 
Is most invisible." 

We have here a great doctrine. The truth is that 
what.ev,er Christ does is well done. This will appear 
from an inspection of Nature's workshop. Look at 
the perfection of Nature's· order: the correlation of its 
multitudinous and wjdely varied systems; tht;' co
ordination of means with ·ends; the int.errelation of Esther is as full ·of God as the Psalms or the Gos
different forces; the conservation of ·energy; the facili- pels. And Esther is an epitome of all history. There 
ti'es fo'r repair; the utilization and transformation of is an invisible Hand which shapes, as there is an un
wastes; the combination of utility and heau~y; the erring Mind which plans the affairs of men, and by 
beauty of the useful, and the usefulness Qf the beauti- that plan and purpose, Haman is judged in the end 
ful; the marvellous reproductiv·eness of nature; its of the day, ~nd M.ord'ecai is 'exalted. And it is always 
perfection of balance; its media of light and sound, ~,rWue. :hthehlaw has not been repealed which decrees, 
optical and acoustical adjustments: the invari- It w at measure ye met,e, it shall .be measured 
ability of the .order of the procession of the s'easons, the to you again." 
fitness and essentiality of climatic productions, and the We say, therefore, that in the wide realm of Provi
consequent general adequacy of its commissar.ial sup- dence, concerning the divine actions, the verdict is the 
plies; and. over all and through all the universality same: "He hath done all things well." -' . 
of the reign of law. Survey this wide field and what And in that part of it which particularly concerns 
is the judgment 9f intelligenc·e? Get your answer . us, th~re is no room for other judgment. ,W·e know 
fr.om a litHe chi:ld who wonderingly views the beauty that hfe to us, at close range, is a noisy, clanging, 
of flowers and 'fields; or from some humble worship- : loom, wherin w.e see a thousand strands which appear 
per, the ,ears of whose soul :are attuned to catch the to be inextricably tangJed; but if you will go .behind 
music of wind and wave'; or f:rom the cool, calm,' oare- the loom and lift a little corner of the finished web 
ful and dispassionate man of science, as he magnifies andr look back upon the years gone by, you will joi~ 
the infinitesimal, and examines the nervOus system of in the approving verdict of the people -of the ·coasts' 
an animalcule, or projects his vision ·through some ,of Decapolis, and declar·e, "Her'e, too, He hath done 
mighty telescope for the study of immeasurably dis- all things well." . 
tant planetary systems-the universal verdict is this, And to the host of beHevers who will read this arti-
"He hath done all things well". . ' cle we need' only mention the third sphere of divine 

And if you bring under review the sphere of divine operations.: In the realm 'of grace, perfection is abso
-activity which we call Providence, you will observ.e lute. Read again the record of the ,eternal planning 
the same faultlessness of design and perfection of and the long unfolding. Then behold' tlie star, and 
'execution. The book of Esther contains no mention follow it. until yo~' bow in adoration at the manger
of the name of God. And yet if you read its story cradle wIth the WIse men from the ·east, "and worship 



, . 

2 (606) THE GOSPEL' WITNESS February 26th, 1931. 

with the shepherds to whom the -angels sang. Then 
follow that prolonged Manif.estation of divine kind
ness in the ministry to human need, which culminates 
in the Cross, and the open grave. Behold the opened 
heavens-the Christ ascending and the Spirit descend
ing; and follow 'Once more the path- along which 
r,edeeming grace has ~u1"neyed with its abounding 
benedictions. And as you .follow the f.ootsteps of God 
through the centuries, obs'erving the triumph of the 
gosp'el in all lands, you will be constrained to. say 
again, "Christ is the power of God and ,the wisdom 
of God. He hath done all things well." 

"See where it shines in Jesus' face, ' 
The 'brightest image of His grace; 

God in the Person of His Son, 
Hath 3111 His mightiest works outdone." 

Such, in ibrief, is the doctrine of divine perfection. 
W'e are constrained to exclaim, "0 Lord, how mani
fold are thy works I in wisdom hast thou made them 
all: the ,earth is full of thy ·riches."-"He hath done 
all things well." 

A Few Comments on the Organ of the 
Women's Missionary 'Society 

The organ of the Women's Missionary Society 
of Regular Baptists of Canada is named The Regular 
Baptist Call. It carries on page two ever.y month. under 
the name of the paper, these words: "Definition of Regu
lar Baptist: 'That churches which restrict their com
munion to baptized believers, and administer the ordin
ances generally through ordained elders, should be 
considered Regular.' Adopted by the Convention in, 
Brantford in 1853." -

We have long objected to this definition, and on many 
occasions have expressed our objection. The reason for 
our objection is that, as applied to our presen~ situation, 
it misrepresents the Regular Baptist position. The Editor 
of this paper is a Baptist by conviction. He has sto.od 
uncompromisingly- for Baptist principles for many years. 
He believes in the -equal authority of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper as ordinances of the New Testament. He 
believes they 'should be observed in their primitive order. 
He believes also that it is the minister's duty to deClare 
the whole counsel of God, and that the pulpit should 
teach the proper relation of the ordinances as being indis
pensable to a proper presentation of the truth. We do 
not believe, however, in playing policeman at the Table 

... of the Lord. ' - -
The resolution printed monthly at the head -of The 

Regular Baptist Call was passed at a Convention in Brant:. 
ford seventy-seven years ago, when the question of the 
relation of the ordinances was _a vital issue among Bap
tists. That resolution was to define the Baptist pos~tion 
lin relation to the ordinances, but it was never intended 
as a comprehensive definition of what constitutes a Regu-

-lar Baptist. 
Withip.-the last . few years we have had discussions re

-specting the inspiration and authority of Scripture, and 
the expiatory value of the Atonement. Supposing that, 
lin relation to -these discusSions, a resolution had been pro
posed to this effect: That such churches as believe and 
teach the divine inspiration, infallibility, and supreme 

authority. of the Bible, and the expiatory value <if the 
death of Chr,ist, shall be considered Regular? Would 
thail: be a definit.ion of the Regular Baptist position? 

On the other 4and, are churches -necessarily Reg,ular 
Baptist churches simply and solely because they practice 
restricted communion? The Exclusive Brethren- are re
stricted communionists. Certain High Anglican churches 
are restricted communionists. ' . 

That the second part of the d~finition -is rather indiffer
ently regarded, even by the Women's Missionary Society, 
is evident from the .. fact that we have heard no protest 
whatever against the practice .of the' administratiori of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper by unordained students. 

In our view, the Communion question is incidental to 
the Regular Baptist position. It is not the fundamental 
thing ail: all. And to call such a resolution a "definition 
of Regular Baptist" is utterly misleading. It does not 
fairly define the Regular Baptist position. And yet we 
find many people nowadays who imagine that the alpha 
and the omega of the Regular Baptist position is the prac-
tice of restricted communion. -
_ Weare confident that this disproportionate emphasis 
has wrought untold .injury to the - fellowship of - our
churches; and we protest against -it as being but a half 
truth, and, taken by itself, as constituting a misrepresenta
ti,?n of the Regular Baptis;t position. This Editor at least 
refuses to be known as one who is a faddist on the 
Communion question. 

On page ten of the last issue of The Regular Baptist 
. Call there is an article entitled, f'Must All Mission.ary 
Work Be Conducted By Or Through the Local Church?" 
The third paragraph in bold type reads: 

"We challenge anyone to find in the New Testa
ment any example of a missionary, work of the 
churches being under the oontrol of those churches or 
of any collection of c.hurches associated together for 
that w9rk." 
W,e know of no one who ever contended for the 

principle here cha'llenged. During the war the Editor 
remembers visiting a military camp in Englland where 
he saw men being trajned in the use of the bayonet 
and as we now recall it, there were sa:cks of stra~ 
about t.he size of a man suspended from racks, and 
the soldIers were taught how to drive their bayonets into 
these sacks of. straw. No blood was shed, and we sup
pose the soldIers were thus trained to know how to 
drive their bayonets into the bodies of real men. But, 
doub.tless, there wen; a few troops who learned bayonet
fj.ghtmg w40 stayed m Engla~d, and who never did drive 
a bayonet into anything but a sack of straw. 

In this l?ractice -The Regular Baptist Call has obviously 
become. qUIte exp~r~. We have- a fairly intimate acquaint
ance WIth the mIn1sters of the churches of the Union 
and we cannot identify one of them as being worthy of 
The Call's deadly bayonet thrusts I We therefore con
sider it is .idle to discuss the two and a half page article 
on this subject in The Call. . 
. We theref0~e propose as something f.ar more interest
mg the .fonowmg challenge as a suitable subject -for The 
Regular Baptist Call to discuss in the next issue. We 
put the case ·in this way: W,e chaUenge anyone to find 
in the New Testament any ,example o~' a Women's 
Mission~ry Society organized on the basis of a con
stitution the major portion of which "shall never be 
changed" ; t.hereafter organizing, or causing to be 
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organized, in each local church a society auxiliary to 
"the parent society", ,constitutionally permitting per
sons not mem'bers of the local chuch to be members 
of the Auxiliary, and stipulating in its constitution 
that no one person in the said AUXiiHary, nor the 

'. Auxiliary as a whole, shall ,eyer be assumed 10 have 
. sufficient spiritual wisdom to know how their mission
ary gifts ought to 'be disbursed, but requiring them to 
send all money coUected to the treasury of the parent 
Society, 'which parent society constitutionally forbids 
any Auxiliary to spend a dollar of its missionary funds 
in any other way than 'forwarding to the General 
Treasurer, without the permission of the parent Society. 

We further chaUenge anyone to find in'the New 
Toestament any example of such a missionary society 
as hereinbefore' described being organized, and the 
constitution providing that its Boar-d shal'l 'be hand
picked and selected by the Board itself, and the Board 
shall be constitutionally authorized to renominate it
self. 'We further. chaUenge.anyone to "find ,in the New 
Testament any 'example" of anyone person, either 
man or woman, presuming to say, in respect to the 
benevolences of any church, "We canriot aJ,Iow the 
auxiliaries to designate' their funds. It would open 
the door for Auxiliaries to give their money to organi-
zations that are not Baptist." • 

We believe the genius of the Women's Missionary 
Society is unscriptural; and 'that it is contrary to the whole 
genius of New Testament, that is to say,' Baptist church 
poLity. 

Once more: "We chaUenge anyone to find· in the 
New Testament any example" of any Society collect
ing funds from societi'es auxiliary to itself, parasitically 
operating within nearly ninety churches, and spending 
those funds according to its own will, without refer
ence to the desire of the churches or the desire 'of any
body -else in the whole world, 'but that of its hand
picked, practica'lly se1f-appo'inted Board, and spending 
them in a direction having no csmnection with the mis
sionary work of the church its'elf. 

We suggest the foregoing as a subject that would be 
of great interest to the readers of The Regular Baptist 
Call. While The Regular Baptist Call has in it from time 
to mme ~rticles of real worth, .it is our judgment that the 
editorial policy of The Call is divisive in the extreme. It 
will tend to the impairment, if not the destruction of 
the pastor's influence in his cl1urch; and,carried to its 
logical conclusion, it would tend to the ,disruption of 
the most ancient of aU divine institutions, the family 
itself. We are ourselves convinced that in its editorial 
policy it is not the "call" of God, it is not "Baptist", 
and it is anything but "'regular". 

OUR NEW POSITION. 
By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.O., Dean of Toronto Baptist 

Seminary. 
A recetlll: writer· says, "The ,substance of the message 

of Paul to the churches of Galatia is found in the words, 
'Our liberty which we have in Christ'." 'fihat is true. 
This letter is a great proclamaltion of freedom. What fhe 
proclamation of the BritiS'h Government was 'IX> the slaves 
in Jamaica in the year eighteen hundred land tthirty.,.eight, 
this letter was to the Galatian Christians of Paul's day. In 
chapter three, verse twenty-five, he says, "But afrer that 
faitl}. is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster." 

Then in' chapter four, verse five, he speaks of the 
"adoption of sons". 

The privilege of adoption i'S not always understood. It 
is a pnivil~ge radiant with joy. Paul says, ",Faith is come", 
and there is a ring of triumph in the words. And it can
not be otherwise, for faith is the true emancipator of the 
human mind. It lifts the soul from the dungeon and setS 
i~ in the palace of the King; it raises the prtisoner and the 
slave to the place of a son in the Father's Home. 

, . Let us try to discov'er THE MEANING OF THIS PRIVILEGE 

OF ADOPTION. It differs from the new ,birth. Regenera
tion, or the new birth, is a wonderful privilege too. It 
means our being made :the chi1dr~n of God. The -new 
birth gtive.s us the nature of sons. Our Lord speaks much 
of this in His conversation with Nicodemus. He tells us 
that it is the work of the Holy Spirit. Rege~eration 'is, 
indeed, a divine work, a new creation; at is' the implanta
tion of the life of God in the SOoul of man. And the Word 
of God is the instrument ,of it. It may be set forth thus: 
The Word of God is the living seed. The human heart is 
the soil in which the IHe of God is to unfold. The 
preacher or teacher of the Word is the sower of the living 
seed. And he drops the seed upon the soil of the human 
heart. The Holy' Spirit linclines. the heart to open to re
ceive the seed, as He did the heart of Lydia at Philippi. 
Then the hearer receives the word into his trust and con
fidence. The Holy Spirit, like the sunshine and the rain, 
and aU the growing influence~ of spring, broods over the 
seed and calls it into life in the receptive heart. The new 
divine nature then breaks forth out of the divine Word, 
and the soul is born again. Now the Per'son has passed 
from death unto life-a new creation pas .taken place, the 
soul is regenerated. 

This is the new birth, and it means a new nature. It 
is only those who are regenerated who receive the privi
lege of adoption. And adoption is a comprehensive. term, 
embracing all those glor.ious things ,which, "Eye hath not 
seen; nor ear heard, neither have entered into, the heart 
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him." 

Adoption is a new position. Regeneration gives a soul 
the nature of a child, but adoption gives the child the 
place of a son. With us an human f'amilies adoption is to 
take a cmld of another family, a stranger, .into one's own 
family, as son and heir-to take one who is not one's own 
child, and to treat him as one's own. But the ad,option 
of the New'Te~tament is quite another. matter. It gives 
the one who has the nature and relation of child, the place 
and position of a son. The .illustration used by the apos.tle 
here is that of a Greek boy. Such a boy, so long as he 
was a minor, was. placed under a pedagogue. The 
paidagogos, or boy leader, was generally a refined and 
trustworthy slave, who had charge of a boy, giving the. 
child his constant attendance until he came of age. This 
authority of the pedagogue wholly ceased when the child 
became a son,-when the minor became an adult, Dr came 
of age. ' The pedagogue is forever dismissed. from his 
charge when the boy takes the place of a 'Son, who has 'now 
to do directly with his father. . 

So the soul who has been regenerated, being redeemed 
from the law by the finished work of the Lord Jesus, is 
placed in the family of God in the position of an adult 
son. This position carraes' with it a world of wealth. 
It is grounded on Christ. We are predestinated to the 
adoption of sons by Jesus Christ. It is b~caU'se of what 
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He, the only begotten Son, is and does that He adopts us 
who believe. In Christ He loves us and gives us the place 
of sons. It is by' His death for us, that He secures a 
family of sons~ Christ wa:s "alone" until He died: 
"Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone: but if it die, it bningeth forth much fruit." 
And so our Lord, having given up His life in death, has. 
redeemed His people, and produced a mighty harvest of 
sons. Never let us forget that it is not a matter of human 
merit, or effort, or .personal holiness, but a matter of free 
and wonderful grace streaming from the. Father's heart 
through Him Who died and redeemed us. 

Here, then, is the privilege: adoption comes to those 
who are the children of God; they are given the place and 
position of the sons of God. Wondrous grace! 

Now consider THE TIME OF THE ENJOYMENT OF THIS 
PRIVILEGE. Dispensationally, it "was the coming of the 
gospel. The law wa:s the pedagogue until Christ: until 
the gospel of the grace 'of God came, the law commanded 
and threatened the children of God amongst the Jews. 
And a very hard governorship it'was.· 

It is said that among the Greeks, boys were thought to 
need very severe di'scipline. It seemed to be thought that 
the tree of knowledge was the birch; and that it was 
through the skin that instruction was imbibed. This .re
sembles the work of the law upon those early believers. 
It wa:s a yoke which neither they nor their fathers were 
able to bear. 

The dispensation of the law is past; the gospel is come, 
the message of .love. "When the· fulness of time was 
come, God sent forth his son, made of a woman; made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons." This.is good 
news indeed, for we, by welcoming the gospel, are freed 
forever from the law. Sinai's thunder is heard no more .. 
In the holy Mount of Transfiguration we have this set 
forth: Moses and Elijah appeared 'with Jesus, and Peter 
said to the Lord, "It is good for us to be here: if thou 
wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias." But immediately 
there came a voice from the clouds. saying, "This i'S my 
beloved Son, in 'whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.". 
And as ·the three disciples looked up, ~'they saw no man 
save Jesus only". Moses had gone: the law as a means 
of life retires in the presence of Jesus. The pedagogue 
is no longer required. The revelation of the Father is 
given in the face of Jesus. What sweet truths are here 
declared! Eternal life, redeeming grace, an~ covenant· 
faithfulness are now unveiled. The pedagogue reti·res, 
for the Father has come. The law shrinks back into silence 
for the Gospel appears. The thunder of "Thou shalt not", 
is hushed by the wonderful music of the Saviour's "tome 
unto me". What a message is thiS" for 'the .anxious heart! 
How 'should the trembLing sinner 'rejoice to welcome a 
message like this!. Now is the dispensation of grace; now 
the theme is love, love that flows from the Father's heart, 
and welcomes the soul into the Father"s home. Blessed 
news! Glad, glad, gospel! 

Experimentally, the enjoyment of this privilege is 
known at the coming of faith. The trusting one passes 
from the hands of the pedagogue the moment faith comes. 
He enters a new world. The 'fdo---do---do" of the law 
is past, and he sees the work is done. The "It is finished/' 
sounded f.rom Calvarv's cross dismisses forever the "do-
do" of Sinai. The moment the soul gives up the slavery 

of seeking salvation by his own effort, or even partly by 
his own effort, and trust,s wholly the Redeemer, he is given 
the place of a son, for "Ye are all the sons of God by 
faith in Christ Jesus". This is a vast and wonderful dis
covery for the believer. He is brought .into a new and 
glorious country, a land of infinite treasure, as soon as he 
enters the realm of faith. Toiling' and labouring to do his 
best, there is no rest or joy for the poor struggNng one; 
but peace and joy break in upon the spirit like the light 
of a beautiful summer morning, when the eager and tired 
soul looks to Jesus, by faith, and trusts His saving power. 
He is no longer a slave, but a son. How great the re
lease! How delightful the comfort when the soul, set 
free from doing, trusts, and trUiSts utterly! 

Why does not the anxious heart get I1id of the peda
gogue, and enjoy the Father's love? Why not come out by 
one simple step of faith from the f.rowning darkness of 
the law into the wat.:,m, glad, sunship.e of the Saviour's 
love? Why not leave the threats of the pedagogue, and 
enjoy the embrace of a loving Father? The moment a 
sinner bel.ieves in the Lord Jesus as his OWP' Saviour, all 
the terrors of the law cease. "I.see it all now!" has often 
been the word of a soul who, long groping in darkness, 
had seen the meaning and beauty of the way of faith. 
Oh, it is beautiful to trust and then at once to enjoy the 
full blessing of sonship. Yes; adoption in all the richness 
of its meaning, is yours the moment you give up your 
own doings as a ground of salvation and trust in Jesus 
wholly and only. 

The enjoyment of the privilege is known nm,nifestly at, 
the coming of Christ. In Romans, chapter etght, verse 
twenty-three, We;! read, "We ourselves groan within o?r
selves waiting for the adoption, to w.it, the redemptIon 
of ou~ body." The event waited f~r in this text is the 
resurrection of the holy dead. ThiS takes place when 
Jesus comes again. The archangel's trump shall sound, 
and the dead in Christ shall rise, "Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 
.in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord." Then the body will know its 
full redemption and so enjoy its adoption, too. And we 
shall be manif~stly the sons of God, for "when Christ, 
Who is our life, shall be manifested; then shall J;e also 
be manifested with Him in glory." We shall, m our 
glorious body, be like the Son, and s~ it will be see~ that 
we are sons also. The world may 19nore our dan.m to 
sonship to-day; but then it will be manifest whose. sons 
we are: "We shall.be like Him, for we shall see ~lm. as 
He is." And so we shall be manifestly sons enJoymg 
the place and privilege of sonship to the full. Oh, won
derful prospect! Oh, glprious herJtage! "As many as 
received him to them gave he 'power to . become the sons 

, h'" of God, even to them th~t believe on· 1S name. 

Have' You Answered 
The Editor's Letter 

Of January 28th Yet? 
Write Him Today 
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MIORDECA'I THE JEW, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

A Sennon by the Pastor, Dr: T. T. Shields. 

. Preached In Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Sunday Evening, February 22nd, 1931. 

Broadcast from Station CKiGW, 690 k.c. 434-8 metres. Short Wave: VE9GW, 6095 k:c. 99.22 metres. 

(Stenogra.phically Reported) 

"For. Mordecai. the Jew was ne~t unto king Ahasue~us; and great amOOig ·the Jews, and accepted of 
the multItude of hIS brethl'len, see;kmg the wealth of hI'S people, and s'Peaking peace to. all his .seed." 

. -Esther 10:3. 

Prayer Before'~e .sermon. 
We would draw near to Thee, 0 Lord, throug.h Him Who 

is our SaViour, and -by Whose precious hlood we have been 
redeemed. We thank Thee ·again this evemng for the Foun
tain that is open for sin and uncleanness. We Temember our 
Lom's saying, If I wash ,thee not thou hast no part with me. 

. We thanlk Thee t~at many of us ·have !bee·n washed in the 
blood of the Lamb, and we know IIlhat our· sins are forgiven 
for Thy name's sake. We come this evening to bring .to 
Thee our ,tribute of praise ·and adoration. We canno.t under
stamd such matchless love as! Thine. We have never been 
able to. see why Thou shouldst liave set Thy ·heart upon us, 
w.hy Thou shouJds/t have given T.hine only begotten Son to 
dIe for us. But we rejoice in the fact ·of it, land :we rejoice 
to know that in Thy boundless grace Thou hast saved rus 
and ma.de us to be :p·ar:takiers of the divine IlIIL,ture. Thou 
hast brought us into: such. intimate relationship to Thyself 
that we have become members of ithe body ,of Jesus Christ. 

We 'Pray fOl' any in this assembly this evening :who do not 
know that .their sins are furgiven, who are not sure ()f salva
tion. We pray tha.t the oath-iboond .pnomises· of God that 
cannot lie may this .evening, -by divine ,grace, be put beneath 
the feet ·of their faith ithat they.may be able to sing, as we 
have sung this evening,-

"On 'Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

We beseech Thee, '0 LoNl·, to make this service a means ()f 
grace to multitudes of people this evening. 

We pray, first of all, for those who are w.tthin theSe walls. 
Tihere are some who are seeking Thee d()Ubtiess, saying, Oh 
that I knew where I might find Him! There inay he some 
:mho, in their hearts, are asking, What ·must I do -to be saved'? 
They stumble at the very simplicity of the gospel. They 8Ire 
waiting .to .see signs and wonders, and- have n()t learned that 
ithe way o:!llife is by faith in the woNi of -God. We pray this 
evening ,tha:t many such may pass from dar bess unto light, 
and fl'om the 'Power of Satan unto, God. 

We especially :pray, too, for any who have lost their first 
love, woo have wandered away from Thee, wh() may have 
said bitter things even a·bouit themselves. They may have 
sworn with Peter that they are no longer Thy disciples. 
They have been w8il'lIl:ing themselves a.t the enemy's fire, 
.walking in the counsel of the ungodly, standing· in the way 
of sinners, sitting in the seat of tlie scornful. They have 
lost the blessed·neslS of that life that is spent in communion 
with GOO. Some such, perhaps, may be driven almost. to 
despair. We beseech Thee to recall such an one :!lrom the 
far cmmtry to the Father's house. Forbid that: any Should 
despair. We thank Thee that there is grace in Jesus' Ohris.t 
fO'J." every sinner, that Toltou ·art ever ready .to reCeive and 
warmly to welcome those who come unto Thee by faith. 
Call such an one back, we pray Tihee. . . 

And for all such who ate not within thios huildIng, but 
who hear this service, we pray. Enter the family circle this 
evening. Save !the husband who ill not ·a Ohristian, and :!lor 
whose salvation his wife bas long been pl'8.ying. ·Save the 
children w.ho are,far away fll'Om God. We :pr,ay Thee, '0 
Lord, to deal wi·th those wnD will seem to hear this service 
by ·accident. There are nO' accidents with Thee. We :pray 
;tha~ any to whom the w()Td ()f Tlhy grace may come may be 

1'1 

made aware of their nearness to God by the teac:hing of the 
Divine .spirit. Break the hardened heart and SlUbdue the 
stubborn will,· and quieken dead souls into iIewness· of life. 

. We :pray for some who would not CDme within IIlhe walls of 
this place. We think this evening of Thine ancient peOple. 
It may 'be that ·some WhD are called Jews will listen to the 

. testimony of Thy Word over the air. We thank Thee, 0 
Lord, :!lor all ThoU! hast wrought in days past through the 
people 'W"ith whom Thou art in covenant. Much ooV'antage, 
Th.y 'Y0rd: tells' us, hath the Jew, chiefly that un'llD them are 
~ommltted the oracles of God. Yet their minds are 'blinded. 
They see not tbe Messiah 1.or Wih·om many have long been 
waiting. Open hlind eyes to-nigbt. -Grant that many of 
Thine ancient peOtple may hear Thy Word, and ·by the re
generating· power of the Holy Ghost be quickened so that 
they shall see in· Jesus the King of ,kings ·and Lard of 10Nis. 

Bless this service, we pray Thee, to the sick ·and the 
afflicted, the aged and the infirm, and to· a ,great ihost of shut
ins ·in hospitals' and in homes-wherever the message may 
reach. 'Perhaps ·someone casually siltting at a restau:t'ant 
table "!fI'8y ,hear 'f!hy Word from this pulpit. May it burn its 
way anto !heart and conscience, and find the prodigal and 
bring him home. . • 

~less US' in ou.r meditation. May we be peculiaTly con
SCIOUS of! !t'h~ p;resence of the Holy Spirit, that this service 
m'ay be glol'lilfYlng ,to T,hy great name. We ask it for J es1lS 
Christ's Slake, Amen. 

Th: book of Esther is remarkable among the books of 
the Bible for the fact that in it, from the beginning to 
the end, the name of God does not appear. And yet He is 
there in aU His grace and power and glory. He is there, 
but He is there incognito. These ten chapters of Esther 
are like the reoord, thus far written, of the lives of some 
here this evening, or who hear me in distant places. Your 
own consciences shall testify to you of whom I speak. 

Your Hfe's story is full of interest; its pages are 
thronged with thrilling events. It is a picture of lights 
and shadows; a tale of trial and triumph, of enemies and. 
friends, of hatred and love-a tare of the coming of 
spring; and summer, and aut~mn, and wi11ll:er, and, may
hap, of spring again. If all your life were written in a 
book-all your doing, anc;l speaking, and thinking, it would 
contain more pages than compose this book of Esther in 
which there would be no mention of God. And yet Goo 
has been in your life, and His hand has been upon you for 
good. But only the pure in heart see God!. OtherWiise 
the.goodness and mercy which have foHowed you all the 
days of your life would ·proclaim His presence as the 
opening flowers proclaim the spring. 

The book of Esther is the story of some of those "who 
had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captivity 
which had been carried away with Jeconiah king 
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby
lon had carried away". It tells of their oppression ana 
threatened destruction by Haman,. "the Jews' enemy"; 

I .. 



6 (610) '!HE GOSPEL WITNESS February 26~h, 1931 

and of how an unseen power thwarted his purposes by 
laying help upon one who was mighty, and exalting one 
chosen out of the people; and who at last "was next unto 
king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted 
of the multitude of ~is brethren, seeking the wealth of his 
people, and speaking peace to all his seed." -

But, behold, a Greater than Mordecai is here I This 
story wil1 tell us of Him Whom God has exad.te.d and 
given a Name that -is above every name. I shall speak of 
His authority, of His gr~ce, and of His universa·\ renown. 

1. 
Let us consider MORDECAI'S POSITION OF AUTHORITY 

AND How HE ATTAINED TO IT'. He was not always ,"next 
unto king Ahasuerus". He had greatly "humbled him
self", and had been "made of no 'reputation" before he 
was thus exalted; and the story of his rise to power is 
full of mOraJl inspiration and of spiritual suggestiveness. 

He had been the object of.a bitter enemy's hatred, 
which promised anything but a seat of power next to the 
king. There was a man in Persia who loved ,the pre
eminence. Haman was possessd of an insatiable ambition. 
Nothing would sMisfy him but to be known as the man 
whom the king delighted to honour, to appear before the 
people as reflecting the power and glory of the king, that> 
all men might bow before him. And he sagaciously man
aged to "set his seat above aU the princes that were with 
him". But when '''all the king's servants, that were in the 
king's gate, ·bowed.and reverenced Haman ... Mordecai 
bowed not, nor did him reverence." 

That was the head and front of l\4ordecai's offending: 
while one man refused to fall down and worship him, 
Haman could not be content. When he had recited to 
all his .friends, and to Zeresh his wife, the royal honour'S 
and preferments which had come to him; he exclaimed, 
"Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mor
decai the Jew sitting at the king's gate." 

Uplawful ambition, desire for. preemi'nence, is older 
than this history of Esther. However evil originated, 
and wherever it first made itself known, one thing is cer
tain: it is older than Eden, and antedates the dawn of 
human history. There are veiled suggestions in Scripture 
that it was by ambition angels fell. When, in the wHder
ness, Satan showed the second Adam "all the kingdoms of 
the wOorld, aqd the glory of :them, and said unto him, All 
these things win I give thee if thou wi~t. fall down and 
worship me", he made no new proposal; nOor did he an
nounce a new ambition. Satan had challenged Jehovah 
'before the days of Herod the king. It is well for us to 
remember that before "the Lord God planted a garden 
eastward . .in Eden", before this terrestrial sphere was 
fashioned, or ever in a material universe "God diViided the 
light from the darkness", somewhere these principles ef 
good and evil, of. righteousness and unrighteousness, of 
light and darkness, were set in battle array. As surely 
as the soul of Haman was filled with murderous .hatred 
because Mordecai, being a Jew, refused to bow before 
him, but would worship only the Lord his God, .so before 
time was measured, somewhere, in some dark spinitual 
intelligence, there resided that spirit of lawlessness which 
challenged God's sovereign right to rule. 

And that is sin! Nothing less than that. It is hatred 
of and opposition to the divine preeminence. 
. But willI you observe that in order to wound Mordecai, 
Haman planned the destruction of his race: "He thought 

scorn to Jay hands on Mordecai alone . . . wherefore 
Haman sought to destroy aid the Jews", thinking by so 
doing to acq:>mplish the destruction of Mordecai. . 
. And that is the philosophy of the story of Eden.· "God 

spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and deUvered them into chains of darkness to be 
reserved unto judgment." Satan had no power to dis
grace the throne of the divine glory, nor to cast the faint
est shadow upon His awful holiness. ShaH I be under
stood if I say that it was not until God had made man in 
His own image ana likeness that div.inity· became vulner
able? As Herod slew the Uttle children lest one of them 
sho~M grow up t6 challenge his authority, as Pharaoh 
destroyed the male children of the Hebrews to stop the 
progress of the race whose rapid increase threatened . 
Egyptian supremacy, as Haman designed the destruction 
. of the Jews to remove the man who stood in the way of 
the realization of his limi1l1ess ambition, so when the human 

. image of God appeared in Ed~n he became the target for 
the Infernal's darts, that thereby he might wound the 
heart of Him Who sat upon His throne of power, and 
would not give His .glory to another. He who could not 

. touch the Eternal Father sought to stab Him to the heart 
by the ruin of His human child. The words of Jesus 
might have been spoken in. Eden, "If they have presecuted 
me, they win also persecute you." . 

Again I say, that is sin! It is more than a human 
weakness, more than an .infirmity of the flesh, or than a 
bit of puerile human petulancy unworthy of divine notice. 
Wherever you find it,-behind the primeval chaos, iIi 
Eden's flowered paths, among trees that are "pleasant to 

. the eyes", on Pharaoh's throne, with Haman in Shushan 
the palace, in Herod's court, where Pilate fears the loss 
of power, in your own life· w~ere your wi:U is pitted 
against the omnipotence of righteousness, or, where every 
human !}ife is pictured and aH history is' epitomized, where 
the multitude mockingly cry, and a soldi.er stabs Him to 
the heart, "If he be the King of Israel, let him now oome 
down from the cross"-wherever sin is found it is always 
the same in nature and intent: it cha!l1enges divine author-

. ity, it lays its' protest at the throne of God, and aims its 
spear at die heart of Deity. 

It may be remarked, moreover, that Haman's ambition 
appointed . Mordecai to death. The measure of his mur
derous hate was the gaNows fifty cubits high, and the 
decree which doomed all has k1indred to death. 

Whatever be the meaning of the cross of Christ as a 
measure of the height and depth and length and breadth 
of the love of God, it is an infallible indication that the 
enemy of. human souls was "a murderer from the begin
ning", and that whoso contends M;th him contends with 
the power of death. 

It may also be said that Mordecai came to honour by the 
king's de.cree, and for service he had rendered' the king; 
and that quite independently of the Jews to whom he was 
related. When Haman had issued his proclamation auth
orizing the massacre of the Jews, and had built a gallows 
'for Mordecai, "on that night could not the king sleep, and 
he commanded to bring the book of records and of the 
chronicles: and they were read before the king. And it 
was found written that Mordecai had told of Bigthana 
and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, the keepers 
of the door, who sought to lay hand on the king Aha
suerus. And the king said, What honour and dignity hath 
been done to .Mordecai for this? Then said the king's 
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servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done 
for him. . . 

"Arid the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman 
was come into the outward court of the king's house, to 
spea~ unto the king to han'g Mordecai on the gallows that 
he had prepared for him. And the king's servants said 
unto him, Beh()!ld, Haman standeth in the court. And the 
king said, Let him come in. So Haman came in. And 
the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man 
whom the king delighteth 11:0 honour? Now Haman thought 
in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour 
more than to myself? And Haman answ,ered the king, 
For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, let the 
royal apparel be bt:ought -which II:he kil1g useth to wear, 
and the horse !hat the ~ng rideth upon, ,and the crown 
royal which is set upon his head: and let this apparel and 
horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most 
noble·princes, that they may array the-man witha.I whom 
the king delighteth tOdlOnour, and bring him on horseback 
through th7 street of the city, and proclaim before him, 
Thus shall It be d~ne to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour. ' 
. "Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take 
the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even 
,so to Mordecai II:he Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: 
'let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken. Then took 
Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai 
and brought him ,on horseback through the street of, th~ 
city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done 
unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour." 

And that is a parable and a prophecy. Messiah has 
prophetically declared, "Though Israel be not gathered yet 
shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord." Although 

, t~e glory of God is supremely manifested in the redemp
bon ~f fl].en, the divine glory is independent even of 
~uman redemption. Jesus is One Whom the Kip.g de
hghteth to honour; and the principalities and powers which 
have opposed Him shall be made to contribute to His 
exalta:tion. Even Satan himself shall be sovereignly com
pelled to proclaim the honour of the Son of God and to 
put the crown royal upon His head. ' , 

Other men have been "next to the king", and have had 
authority over the lives of· others. But the Pilates, and 
the Herods, and the Ahabs, and the Pharaohs, of ancient 
times, and the Henrys, the Napoleons, and the Kaiser~,. 
of more modern days, who have used their authority for
the impoverishment ~d enslavement and destruction. of 
others have ever been more .numerous than ·the Damels: 
and the Mordecais and the Josephs who have sought the 
wealth of their people. , 

Does not Mordecai's use of powet illustrate the mi.mstry 
of Jesus in this, thal his "first authoritative proclamation 
which he signed and sealed with the king's ring was a 
promise of life to those who were appointed to death? 
His first work was to "put away the mischief' of Haman", 
even as Christ was manifested to destroy the work of the 
devil. AU the king's scribes were requisitioned to write 
to all the lieutenants, and the deputies, and, the rulers of 
the provinces from India to Ethiopia; and Mordecai sent 
letters by post on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, 
and young dromedaries, to' publish 'the glad tidings that 
the king had granted the Jews to' gather themselves 
together and stand for their life: "So the J>C!sts that rode 
upon mules and camels went out, being hastened, and 
pressed on by the king's commandment." 

But the gospel of grace is still better than that. It 
were useless· for us to "stand for our life" against the 
black legions of hell. Our great Champion has, won, the 
victory for us, and we are victorious in Him. Moreo:ver, 
God has given Jesus Christ authority over all flesh that 
He should give eternal life to as many as God has given 
Him. He is next to the King: He is seated with His 
Father on His throne. At the right hand of God He 
makes intercession fo~ us. He'i.s authorized to pardon and 
to save. He is there on the throne to seek the wealth of' 
.His people,- ' 

"Great God of WlOnders! all Thy ways 
Are matcliless, Godlike, and divine; 

. But the pure glories of Thy grace , 
Beyond Thine other wonders shine: 

Who is a pardoning God like Thee? 
Or who hath" grace so rich 'and free?" But it was the people's need, the Jews' danger, which 

necessitated Mordecai's being given the king's authority. 
All, the Jews whom Haman had appointed to deart:h were But Mordecai was not content' merely to save his 

,given ,to Esther and Mordecai for- Mordecai to save and people's lives. That were'in itself a grea,t achievement. 
he was given authority over all: 'But he "sought the wealth of hi.s people." He gave them 
, And ·that is the gospel. By virtue of the sacrificial work life, but resolved that they should have it more abun
and gracious intercess~on of our Redeemer, though we dantly, that they should live a life that was deep and full 
were under sen,tence of death, we have been given ,to and rich. Hence all his thought was for his people. He 
Jesus, and He has been' given authority to save us. It was' ,next to the king, but he used his power to seek the 
was thus. Jesus prayed when 'fhe lifted up his eyes to wealth of his people. Hence it is written : "And Mordecai 
heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy went out from the presence of the' king in royal apparel 
Son, ;bhat thy Son also may glorify thee. As thou hast of blue and white, and witli: a great' crown of gold, and 
given him authority over all flesh, that he should give with a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of 
eter-nal life to as many as thou hast given him." Shushan rejoiced and was gla4. And the Jews had light, 

And to-night we are called to contemplate our exalted and gladness, and joy, and 'honour. And in every prov
Lord, and to'remember-that He is next to the King, that ince; and in every city, whithersoever the king's command
He shares the throne of His Father, and will put all ene- ment and his decree came the Jews had Joy, and gladness, 
mies under His feet. The spiritual Haman reared the and a feast and a good day." " 
gallows for Him, but "him haJth God exalted with his And that is the effect of the gospel. ','Blessed are the 
'right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give people that know the joyful sound." Our Lord is not 
repentance to Israel and forg.iveness of sins." next to, the King to make you poor, but to make you rich. 

, II. Do. not, I conjure you, believe ,the devil's lie, that Jes~s 
. . of l'f aza'1'eth has come to' torment, yOtJ before the, time. 

Let us thmk now of THE GRACIOUS MINISTRY which - This is: His programme as He Himself announced it: ,"The 
Mordecai exercised in his place of authority and ,power. Spirit of the Lord God is upon ine; because the Lord hath 

D 
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anointed me to prea:ch good tidings unto the meek; he 
hath sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
them·that are bound: to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord . . . to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
give unto them beauty for ashes, th.e oil of joy for mourn
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness: 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, the plant
ing of the Lord, that he might be glorified." 

Surely we know the grace of ou~ Lord Jesus that though 
He was rich yet for our sakes He became poor that we 
through His poverty might be rich. He did not come to 
lessen our enjoyment o'f life, but infinitely to increase it. 
He does not call thee, sinner, that thou mightest "perish 
with hunger", but that thou mightest return from the far 
country to wear the best robe, and the ring, and the shoes; 
to eat, and be merry. 

He has come to enrich our lives physically. Life has a 
new meaning and purpose, and is lived by a new power, 
to the man whose body belongs to God. There is not a 

.lawful exercise of any physical power whose pleasure is 
not intensified by the consciousness of His approval. 

The intellectual life is enriched. I veri~y believe one's 
mental capacities are enlarged by being exercised with 
thoughts of God. When the barriers of time a·re dissolved, 
and the shackles of the material are broken, and the 
human mind begins to 'think eternaJ' thoughts, and to set 
for itself some timeless task, and 00 address itself to 
infinite comprehensions-who shall mea:sure the wealth 
of a life like that? 

But the spiritual riches of the redeemed soul defy com
putation. To keep company wi,th angels, to be·clad in the 
garments of salvation, to .be adorned with ,the jewels of 
grace, to dwell in the Royal Presence, to be heir to the 
unsearchable rIches of Christ, and live in the present 
enjoyment- of the earnest of the inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession unto the praise of 
His glory-that was the Saviour's meaning when He said, 
"I am come that ye might have life, and that ye mIght 
have it more abundantly." . 

Our Mordecai is seeking the wealth of His people; and 
if it be so that we / desire a, better country, that is an 
heavenly, He is not ashamed to be called our God, for He 
hath prepared for us a city. And what a city it is! Shall 
I tell it you again? Tha.t we shall have no gold in our 
pockets-it shall be put to its proper use beneath our feet. 
As for precious stones, the foundations of the city shall 
be made thereof, while the walls shall be of jasper and the 
ga.tes of pearl. The commonest things of the city are 
made of those materials which represent the highest 
standards of value of which we have any knowledge. The 
'very sun in the heav-ens, the creator of our wealth, shall 
not be bright enough to lend its glory to tha~ city to which 
we are going. 

AQd it is all because our Mordecai is next to ,the King, 
.. seeking the. wealth of His people.. He will never rest 

until He has made us eternally rich. His parting words 
were these: '''Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe 
in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
mansions. If i,t were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 

. place for you, I will, come again and. receive you unto 
myself, that where I am the·re ye may be also"-and that 

, will be next to the King! 
And Mordecai spoke peace to all his seed. Other words 

than words of peace had issued from Shushan the palace 
before the days of his gracious intercession in h~s place 
next to the king. A decree had gone forth in the king's 
name which had been as the shadow of death to all the 
Jews, and Mordecai himself, because of it, "rent his 
clothes and put 6n sackcloth and ashes, and went out into 
the midst of the city and cried with a loud and bitter 
cry". But now that Mordecai is next to the king, his peo
ple have no fear. Shushan is a, palace of peace, and only 
,the most gracious messages are sent forth in the king's 
name. 

And what was heaven to this sinful world before Jesus 
ascended on high, and as the Mediator of the new cove.4 
nant took His seat next to the King? What message did 
men hear f'rom the Skies'? How did men think of God 
before His holy anger was, turned away on Calvary? 
There was no peace for the wicked. Consider the reli
gions of the heathen, or the heathen conception of God 
which is natural to 'every unreneVl\ed heart, and you will 
find that men have ever thought they hear.d God speaking 
in the wind, the earthquake, and the fire; but never imag
ined that Omnipotence could whisper in "the still, small 
voice". But since Jesus made peace by the blood of Hi~ 
cross, and the gates of light have been thrown wide to 
the sons of men, we may .be justified by faith and have 
peace wi.th God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Who
ever will cry, "Lord, save us, we perish", shal,l hear above 
.the thunders of wrath and tempests of troij,ble, the voice 
of Him Who is next to the King, command, ,,'Peace, be 
still".· No sweeter word was ever whispered to the human 
heart than this, our Mordecai's benediction, "Peace I 
leave with you,. my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be, 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

"Peace, perfect 'peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus ~ispers peace within. 

f'Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown 
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. 

"Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours? 
Jesus hath vanquished death and all its powers. 

"It is enough; earth's troubles soon shall cease, 
And Jesus call us to heaven's perfect peace.'" 

III. 
, Suffer me to speak of MORDECAI'S UNIVERSAL RE
NOWN: "He was great among the Jews, and accepted of 
the multitude' of his brethren." 

The J e'Ws had reason to honour hi1n, and therefore he 
was great among them., To him .they all owed their lives, 
the lives of their wives and of their little ones, the happi
ness of their homes, and the security of their property. 
Therefore ,they must forever hold him in grateful remem
brance. In other quarters, and among other people, his 
benignity may be questioned, his faithfulness impugned, 
and his wisdom challenged, but 'ne was always "great 
among the Jews. '. 

And so reads the story of our Mordecai. He is great 
among the redeemed. Of old they doubted His word, 
and impugned His motives, and mocked at His lineage; 
but among some from their fir:st acquaintance with Him 
He was always great. He had healed the leper, had made 
the lame man leap as an hart; He had opened the eyes of 
the blind, and had made the dumb to spea·k and the deaf 
to hear--and He was great among them. When the 

,. 
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'Pharisees said He ~as a sinner, '''They say unto tqe blind 
man, what sayest ~hou of him, that he. hath opened thine 

. ·eyes ? He said, He is a prophet." And he knew! Yon
·der in Bethany they know Him. They are not disturbed 
by prevailing unbelief. ·Lazarus, who ,,:,as dead, is 'there 
:sitting at the table with J esus. Yes; He was great in 
Bethany. 

We were thinking of Mary and of Martha this morn
-jng. You remember how Tennyson celebrates. that great 
event? Of Mary he said,-

"Here eyes are homes of silent prayer, 
N or other thought her mind admits: 
But, he was dead, and there he sits, 

And He that brought him back is there. 

"Then one pure love doth supercede 
All other; when her' ardent gaze 
Roves from the living brother's face 

And rests upon' the Life indeed. 

~. 

"All subtle thought, all curious fears, 
Borne down by gladness so complete, 
She bows, she bathes the Saviour's feet 

With costly spikenard and with tears." 

Oh, He was great in Bethany! And He is still great 
in the hearts and homes of the redeemed. Others may 

,challenge His ,pre-eminenoe, and doubt His word, and 
dispute as to His origin, but we know Him, and among . 
us He shall be adored as our Redeemer, and worshipped 
as God. 

Is Jesus Christ "great" to you? Do you love Him 
above all others? Do you honour Him above all others? 
Do you obey :aim above all othOers? Are .you wit.l!ing to 
be crucified, to be cast out,.to be humiliated, to be obliter
ated and forgotten, if only Jesus Christ may be exalted? 
The Haman-spirit, the passion for preeminence, would 
.even take the crowp. from the brow of Jesus Christ, and 
usurp His authority. The desire to be the greaJtest has 

. wrought greater :inJury to the church of Christ, and to 
the life of iIJ.dividual believers, than all other evils com
bined. Let us humble ourselves before God, but let 
Jesus Christ be esteemed "great": 'Be you as small as· 
you can, but let Him always be exalted. We shall have 
the fulness of the Holy, Ghost in this place, and shall 
see men and women brought' in contrition and penitence 
to the feet of Christ only as !it becomes our supreme de
sire to see Jesus Christ exalted. 

It is the peculiar function of the Holy Ghost to exalt 
the Son of God, making Hi,m great by revealing Him as 
being great. . And only as we give Him the preeminence 
in all things shall we accord the right-of-way to the Spirit 
o.f God. God is great in Zion: let Him be great among us. 

And Mordecai was ((accep'ted of the multitude of his 
brethren". It was not by a very few he was hailed as a 
deliverer, but the great lpulti.tude of his brethren-the, 
multitude of captives in a strange land-rejoiced .in his 
~a1tation and "accepted" his grace. . 
, And that is the future' of the kingdom of God: Jesus 
shall be "accepted of the multitude of his brethren". Is 
it not written, "He shall see his. 'seed" he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of. the Lord shall prosper tn his 
hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul and shall be 
satisfied:' by his knowledge shall my righteous servant 
justify many: for he shall bear their iniquities. There
fore wiU I divide him a portion w~th ·the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the ,strong." . 

Let ~ot the wicked presume to strengthen himself against 
Him. That was a wise saying of Zeresh the wife of Haman 
to her husband. "If Mordecai be of the seed of. the Jews . 
before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not pre
vail against him, bu.t shalt surely fall before him." And 
Jesus Christ is destined to reign. We had better "fall 
befor.e ·him" as His worshippers, or we must fall before 
Him as His enemies. 

And yet: believers in Jesus "look up and lift up their 
heads, . for our redemption draweth nigh". The battle 
still rages. Some are s~ill ignorant that. Hamati's pow~r 
ris broken. Here and there on the w1de battlefield 1t 
looks as though the forces of evil, of doubt, and of un
belief were winning their way at the expense of truth; 
but f~om the hilltop our Mordecai surveys it all without 
alarm, well knowing that victory is in His hand Whose 
chariolts are twenty thousand, eV'en. thousands of ange!s; 
and when His hour shall come He shall break them w1th 
a rod of aron, and dash them ~n pieces like a potter's ves
sel. And He ,shall be accepted of the multitude of His 
brethren, "wherefore gird up the loins of your ~ind, be 
sober and hope to the end for the gra<:e thaJt 1S to be 
brought unto you at: the revelation of Jesu!il Christ." 
There shaH come a day when the books shat.l be opened, 
and they shall sing a new song, saying, "Thou art worthy 
to ltake the book and to open- the seals thereof; for thou 
wast slain,' and hast redeemed us to God, by thy blood out· 
of every kindred and tongue and people and nation; and 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests; and we 
shall reign on the eadh. And you shaH behold and hear 
the voice of many angels round about the throne and the 
beasts and the elders:. and the number of them was 
ten .thousand times ten thousand and thousands lof thou
sands: saying w.ith a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive .power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour" and glory, and blessing. And 
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea and aU that 
are in them, shaU be heard saying, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." 

What a day .that wiU be when He shall come! What 
folly. to attempt to stand against a King like dlhis! Zeresh 
wasvery discerning when she said there was no.chance of 
winnring against Mordecai. Nor is there any chance of 
winning against the Lord Jesus Chnist. He ~s .the, King, t 

and wiU for ever be a King. 
r.Shall we accept Him? Shall we 'yield to His sceptre? 

ShaH we rejoice in His authority? There is some man 
here this evening Wh0 has almost lost hope. He has tried 
to manage h~s life, and· he has failed. He has tried to 
withstand temptation. bull: he has been ove~come. He has 
batttled against the enemy agai!J, and again, and has been 
defeated. . He says that whatever the future may hold for 
him, he has had a il:aste of hell even now. Is there any 
hope for him? Is there any hope for the man who has 
tried everything, and who once walked with God and 
has wandered from Him? Is there any hope for a back
slider of that character? 

Yes; there is. I tell you -in the name of the Lord that 
the Lord Jesus never lost a case. If ever you were really 
His, you are His to-night,---..,SOIi:led, sII:~ned with sin, utter
ly discouraged, and aJmost despairing; in the company of 
the enemy, far away from God, yet if ever you were 
begoll:ten again by the Holy Ghost, if ever you were made 

. a partaker of the grace of life, the very life of God is. in 
you. You have but to turn your face toward home, and' 
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God wiU bless you even yet. Remember Peter. Poor 
P,eter! cursing, and swearing, and declaring that he was 
not even a disciple. Yet he came back, and became one 
of the foremost of all the servants of God. He waits 
to be gracious still. Will you yield to Him to-night? . 

How many are there who would like to vote 'for a new 
government-I mean a new government of your own life? 
How many of you w.ould Like to have a new Manager, 
Somebody Who w.ill manage your life? How many of 
you ,woul? . like to have a new Treasurer, Somebody Who 

Wlill pay all your ,bills, cancel all your obliga:tions, and g.ive 
you a clean sheet, a new heart, a new nature, a new start 
in life? You may have a new Master, even Jeslls Christ 
the L'Ord. Will YOll come to him this evening? WiJ.l you 
trust Him, and let H~m have His way with yoti.? 

.Let us bow a moment in prayer: We. beseech.Thee, 0 
Lord, to oonstrruin many to yield themselves to this mighty 
SaVliour.· We thank Thee for an Thy grace. Work Thy 
will in us this evening, and may many turn to the Lord,' 
for Thy name's sake. Amen. 

THE MEANING OF THE NEW BIRTH .. 

A Bible Lecture by Dr. T. T. Shields. 

~~in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines of Grace. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto, Thursday Evening, February 19th, 1931. 
(Stenographically Reported) 

The way of salvation is so simple that even Little chil
dren may be saved. There is much in the Word of God 

P which is suitable for thS understanding of spiritual i~fants. 
We are admonished, as newborn babes, to "desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that we may grow thereby". 
Therefore, even the youngest may come to the Word of 
God and therein find instruction. And' yet no one can 
measure the height and depth and length and breadth of 
this treasury of truth. It is higher than the heavens, it is 
deeper than the sea; it is, :indeed, the word of the Infinite. 

We need to begin very simply in the things of God, but 
we ought to leave the ,first principles and go on to per
fection. We ought to desire to "'grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ". 
T~e Christian life ought tQ be one of. continuous progress 
and enlargement. . This evening, therefore, we shall think 
a little of this great central doctrine, not merely that we 
may learn more perfectly how to lead an enquirer to 
Christ, but that we may ourselves be more firmly estab
lished in 'the truth. 

I knew a minister once who was a very thorough work
man. He wp's really a. genuine scholar, and was also 
profoundly taught of the' Spirh in the things of God, a 
man of real intellectual strength; yet he was . one of the 
simplest preachers I ever heard. One day a gentleman 
in his church, a member of the church,~ a banker, I think 
he was, came to the ;Pastor at the close of a service and 
said, "Pastor, I have thought a little about. the subje"ct 
you were discussing this evening. Has such a view· 
(naming a particular line of thought) occurred to you?" 
"Yes", said the Pastor, "it has." '''What do you think 
of it?" the member enquired. "Well, it is a large 'subject, 
Mr. So-and-So", replied his Pastor, "could you find a free 
evening some time when we could sit down together and 
talk about it?" He said, "I should be delighted." 

They arranged a time mutually convenient, and the 
banker came to the Pastor's study. "Now, Mr. So-and
So, about that view of yours", said the minister, "what 
did you wish to say about it?" They talked for an hour 
or so, and I heard that man -tell afterward the result. He 
said, '''Because he gave us water in a little cup out of 
which a child could drink, I was f.oolish enough to wonder 
whether he could do any more, until I had an evening 
with him in his study, and then I learned that he had a 
better understanding of o.ur capacities than I, at least; 

had of his. I 'found that he was a deep-sea-diver, and 
that he had gone to the bottom of things, that he had ex
plored the subject in the height and length and breadth 
and depth so far as the human mind could,- and that what 
he brought to us was simply the result of his long investi
gation." 

If you have a thorough knowledge of a subject, the 
. unspoken word will g.ive authority to that which you 

speak. It is often the reserve of knowledge of a certain 
subject that makes ·the authoritative teacher; and as we 
grow up as Christians, and become more mature in the 
things of God, our minds -ought to be enriched. We 
ought to be thinking of these matters, and while dealing 
with enquirers, we shall still be as· the traffic policeman 
who says, "Go this way", or "Go that" ; but we shall have 
behind all that a wealth of knowledge of the whole subject 
that will give authority to our teaching, and will enable 
us to deal with it far more exhaustively as oppbrtunity 
affords.' . . 

I am aware ·that this chapter makes the way of life so 
simple that ,it leaves everybody without excuse. There 
are verses in this chapter that are favourites with children: 
verses -fourteen and fifteen, and particularly the sixteenth .. 
Millions of people have committed these portions to' 
memory. On the other hand, there is not a chapter in 
the whole Bible that is more profound than this. There 
.is no subject that can engage our thought that requires 
a keener spiritual-and indeed intellectual-discernment 
than that of the new birth. '. 

I. 
Very simply, in the first place, we are to learn its in

dispensability. "Ye must be born again." Whether you 
understand it or not; is another matter, but here it is laid 

. down as a condition precedent to our seeing the kingdom 
of God, that that radical change, whatever it is, that is 
called·.being born again, must take place with everyone 
of us. Not, Ye ought to; not, Ye may, but "ye must be 
born again" ; . "Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." -

There is a vast realm of truth before which the· veil is 
drawn to the natural man, which no science, which no 
strength of human intellect, can possibly penetrate. There 
is a something behind that veil for whose understanding, 
naturally, we have no faculty to discover nor capacity to 
receive. 

.111 
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We are' told, in tpe first place, not that we cannot enter radical, it must· be a salvation that goes to the root, or we 
it, but that we cannot even see it unless or until we are are not saved at all. 
born again. Let us accept that truth, that it is an absolute The necessity of the new birth is .further emphasized 
necessity~ that it is indispensable to salvation. We may by a consideration of the nature .of the kingdom itself· 
no understand how. But sometimes we can understand You"cannot see the kingdom of God. For illustration, we 
the why of things when we canno~ understand the how of might speak of niany kingdoms, realms if you like, cate
them. There are a good many people now who are facing gories of human thought and desire. 

, situations which they say must be remedied. They cannot There is a realm of music, of harmony. You cannot 
tell. how they are going to remedy them, but they know train everybody to be at home there. You can make a 
why they "must" be remedied. That some change must mechanical, musician of somebody, one who can strum 
be effected .in order to a man's continuance in a certain away on an instrument. But you cannot make a musician. 
position may be understood, but how it is to be effected You have Seen a little' child of only four or five years who 
is another matter., We can understand the why of it 'more is an -incarnation of music from the crown of his head to 
easily than the how. the sole of his feet. Sometimes we hear of some youthful 

It is not difficult to understand why we must be born prodigy, 'a child that is almost an infant, who amazes 
again. We face, first of all, the plain declaration of Scrip- people by reproducing some great symphony he has heard. 
ture, that it must be. Whether we understand either the ,Brother Hutchinson told me of hearing' a famous orches .. 
how or the why of it, if we are wise, we shall accept the tra in the city not long ago" that was conducted by a man 
fact of it, and adjust ourselves ,to this indispensable re- every fibre of whose body participated in his conduct of 
quirement, "Ye must be born again." the orchestra: He conducted w~th his shoulders, his'head, 

We might begin at that point by saying this, that even his arms, his whole body, and you could tell, bars ahead 
our meagre knowledge of the character"-or, let me use a when a great climax was coming, as he gathered himself 
deeper word than that-of the nature of God, that He is together and ultimately hurled himself at his players. 
spirit, and that He is infinitely holy, must teach us the You cannot make such musicians: they are so born. There 
necessity of it. Or, take the concept that knows no are qualities within them that cannot be acquired. They 
limitation, absolute holiness, that fact in itself suggests to can be developed, but they cannot be acquired. 
us that if ever we are to dwell with Him in His immediate '. Consider the world of art. There is a boy yonder who 
presence with any comfort to our own souls, to put it can sketch anything. He can take a pencil and put yoti 
mildly" some very radical and thorough change must be on paper in a minute. It is probable he did not learn it 
effected in us. The divine ho1in~ss necessitates a greaf at all. Most Of us, were' we to sketch a horse, would have 
change, not in our outward character, but again to use to put underneath it, "This is a horse." Otherwise no
the stronger word, in our very natures;, a change must be body would know what it was.' But the true artist ,is born. 
brought about if we are to be 3,t one with God. . He is native to the aesthetic realm 'of shade and propor-

That is why, in our study of this question, I first of aU- tion and colour. He sees things that you cannot see, and 
spoke to you about God, the absolutism of Deity in re~pect because he can see them he can reproduce them. All the 
to all the qualities' of the Godhead, because our under- training' in the world will not make an artist of a man . 
standing of God will determine our understanding of who is not so born. ' ' 
what is necessary in order that we may be rightly related Some people are ambidextrous. They use both hands 

,to God. God being what He is, infinitely holy, and we equally well. Other people use their left hand almost 
being what we are, surely it is not difficult for us to under-, exclusively, whereas most of us use our right. When 
stand that any salvation that can fit us for the immediate people knew less than they do to-day they used to try to 
presence of Deity must be of a most radical sort. break their children' of what they supposed was only a 

habit,-using their left hand instead of the right. But 
And that is what the Bible says it is: it is so ,radical that usually they could not. '''hy? Now we know that it is 

if affects the erttire nature: "Ye must be born again.'" due to a certain construction of the brain, and that a left-
I say, a further consideration of what we are will show handed person is left-handed 'because he is so born. You 

us why a new birth is necessary. Last Thursday evening cannot make him otherwise. You may force him to use 
we gave our thought to the teaching of Scripture respect- his right hand, 'but you are going against nature when 
ing man's natural state, and I think w'e found from' a you do it. 
study of the' Word itself that there is ~ound scriptural. There is a spiritual realm, a spiritual kingdom where 
warrant for the old~fashioned theological doctrine of total God dwells, for "Gqd is a spirit, and they that worship 
human d.epravity, that we are really depr!lved, not only in him' must worship him in spirit and'in truth". This chap
our outward character, in our general conduct, but in the tei says, "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
very nature and essence of our complex being; that what - that which is born of .the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that 
we are ~s of such a quality that we must be made new if 'I said unto,thee, Ye must'be born again." I am speaking 
we are to abide with God." Thus the new birth is the of- a 'realm that does not belong to the flesh at all. As for 
inevitable,corollary of·the truth of natural depravity. -the spirit: -spiritually we are dead in trespasses and sins. 

If, of course, there be somethit:J.g goc;>d in us, arid if that' Our spiritual nature has come under the dominion of sin, 
can be devefoped; if there be trutl,J. in a 4ivine development and under the curse of sin; and we have died. We have 
theory, that there is by nature something in us that is rio correspondence with that spiritual realm in which God 
divine, and which may be ,developed, then that obviates dwells, and which is God. 
the necessity of, a new birth. But if there 'be nothing good I"God is a spirit." There are some people who would still 
in us at all, then it must be put there; and the 'only way try to deJine the kingdom of God in terms of the material 
it can be put there is through the impartation of a new and physical- as though a man's religion ~ould consist 
life from somewhere; something that.will change us at in the sort of clothes he wears,'or in whether he wears a 
the very base, at the very root of things. It must be tie-pin, or whether a woman has a ring on her finger. 
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They would make religion consist of external things,
"forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 
meats." But spiritual qualities are neither determined, 
nor necessarily manifested, by what we eat and drink and 
wear. These things a(e not without proper relatioh to 
the spiritual, but they are incidental. "The kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink, 'but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost." 

The kingdom of God is a spiritual domain, and in order 
to enter it we must be born of the Spirit. It is thirty 
years since I read it, but I think I can recall, in principle, 
something of the teaching of a certain book. I coulq not 
subscribe to much that Henry Drummond taught. Much 
that he' says must be carefully checked, and yet there is 
a good deal of truth in his book, "Natural Law in the 
Spiritual World." Those of you who have read it may 
remember how he explains that even in the natural world 
it is possible for a member of one kingdom to enter into 
another kingdom,oniy as it is born from above .. 

The mineral kingdom .cannot enter the vegetable king
dom of itself, but only as the roots of the tree go down 
into the soil, and lay hold ef those mineral elements and 
transform and transmute them into wood and fibre and bark 
and leaves and fruit-only thus can the mineral kingdom· 
get into the vegetable kingdom, by being born from above. 
The vegetable kingdom stoops and l.ifts it up to itself. 

Nor can the vegetable kingdom get into the animal 
kingdom of itself: only as the animal stoops and lays 
hold of· the vegetable kingdom, and potatoes and cabbage 
and all the rest ef it are converted into blood and bone 
and muscle, and even brain tissue, can the vegetab,le king
dom be elevated to· that of the animal. Thus the lower' 
kingdom is lifted up into the kingdom above it only as 
the higher kingdom stoops and lifts. it up into itself. 
There is in this principle at least a suggestion. 

We can enter the spiritual kingdom ol'!ly as the spiritual 
stoops and lays hold of us. Certainly if we are to be 
brought into harmony with its nature, then we must be 
made spiritual beings, we ,must be born of the Spirit. 

The new birth is indispensable for many other reasons 
than the three I have mentioned: the nature of God, our 
own natural depravity, and the nature of the kingdom to 
which we are to be introduced. 

II. 
We cannot understand'this mystery. It is'As INSCRU-

, TABLE AS IT IS INDISPENSABLE. Nicodemus was a great 
man, a man taught in the law; but when our Lord laid 
down the principle of the necessity for the new birth, 
Nicodemus immediately responded, '''Hew can these 
things be?" 

And you will note that our Lord did not fry to explain 
it to him. And where He did not essay an explanation 
~t is the part of wisdom. surely for us not toO do so. We. 
cannot explain the new birth. Nobody can explain it. 
The how of it no one can possibly understand,-albeit we 
can all experience it. 

For your comfort, however, let me say that when 
Nicodemus said that, our Lord replied, "The wind blow
eth where it Ustetli) and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit." Just as we . 
cannot see the wind, nor tell whence it comes, nor whither 
it goes, but ~an see the effects of it and hear the sound of 
it, so this radical change is wrought in the souls of men. 
The ef{ects of it are unmistakable enough. We may 

know that the change has ,taken place; but how, we could 
not understand even if it were divinely explained. 

You called in a doctor in a case of illness, and he tried 
to tell you what was the matter with the patient. He gave 
you a long name, and even if you are a Latin scholar and 
knew what it meant, you oould not understand unless you 
had a thorough medical training. The doctor did not stop 
to explain it to you-not because he could not. He could 
explain it. He could make 'it as clear as day to one who 
had his capacity for understanding, to one who had hi!':
training; but he does not waste time explaining to you 
because he kn9ws very well you could not understand it; 
one must have technical training in these platters. Instead, 
he very likely uses a ,general term to tell you what is the 
matter, and prescribes a remedy. 

That which is a mystery to us is perfectly understand
able to God, of course. He knows why and how; and the 
reason He does not tell us is that we could not understand 
it if He were to tell us. And furthermore, He affords 
opportunity for the exercise of faith, and leaves us to 
trust Him in the premises. 

'There is a theory abroad that in. matters of religion 
everything ought to be measured by a square and compass, 
and that a man is somewhat ef a simpleton who believes 
anything he cannot prove or cannot understand. ,Yet 
there never was a greater fallacy than that, because, as our 
Lord Himself here suggests, we believe a great many 
things that we cannot understand or explain. 
., There are many things about our own physical systems 
we cannot understand. Yet you know very well that if 
you are hungry, when you get a meal you feel better. 
You know you do ! You do not know why ! You do not 
know how, but you know that you do .. I do not suppose 
you know exactly what sleep does for you. I do not know 
how you can, because you are asleep when you are asleep, 
and you are perfectly unconscious of the process! But 
you know how you feel if you do not get any sleep, do 
you not? And you know that what is written in the 
Scr~pture is true, not that He gives His beloved sleep, 

. but that He giveth to His beloved in sleep, or while they 
sleep; and we awake refreshed and ready for the next 
day's task. 

There' are a thousand things that you and I believe most 
profoundly that we cannot explain; nor do we attempt to 
explain them. Therefore faith accepts this as a divine 
pronouncement: we believe it, though we cannot explain 
it: "Ye must be born again." 

III. 
But though we cannot explain it, we know something of 

How IT Is ACCOMPLISHED after all. We do ,not know 
how the Spirit works within, but we know something of 
how this new birth is brought about,-'-by what Power, 
through what agency. How they work we cannot tell.· 

You take some medicine. The doctor says it will "tone 
you up". After you have taken it; perhaps you may feel 
"toned up", and you know there is some relation between 
that changed condition of yours and the medicine you have 
taken; but how it wprks you cannot tell. The doctor 
knows, but that is beyond your province, beyond your 
ability to understand. . 

Now this we know, that the new birth is not natural, 
but supernatural. We know that it is effected by a super
natural Power. The Bible tells us that we are "born of 
the Spirit",' "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit". 

I 

J 
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anl the Agent which effects .that change is the Spirit of 
God. We know that. There is a theory that the new 
birth can be psychologically explained, that the ne'W birth' 
is really effected by resolution of the human 'Will, that it Js 
wholly subjective, within the man himself, and worked 
out by his own power. ~ 

I am ready to grant you that many great changes are 
wrought in human life by the power of a human will; but 
the will is exercised because back of it there is that which 
always affects the will, namely, the emotions, the affec
tions. You can never move any man's will until you 
engage his affections. The will and the affections are 
inseparably connected in a normal man. I have known the 
case of a young man who was very careless of himself, 
of his personal appearance, slovenly in his habits, careless 
in his general deportment. People have brought all sorts 
of pressure to bear upon him, in order to effect some 
transformation-but utterly without avail. Suddenly the 
man has changed. Now he appears in an entirely different 
guise. One wonders whether he has just come from the 
hands of a valet. His clothes are pressed; his hands are 
clean; he walks with the air of one who desires to create 
a favourable impression. Someone says. "See what the 
man's will has accomplished at last!" His will did not 
do it: it was his affections. You know what I mean! At 
all events, she knows! 

-:r:hus you may see a man possessed by a passion 'for 
gold. He has not been a very brave spirit. He has run 
away from many a duty. But he is out there somewhere 
on the frontier, ana he hear~ of the discovery of a gold 
vein. It .involves the greatest 'possible hardships to. get to 
the place where it is to be found, yet that man is galvanized 
into ac-tion, into new life; he is willing to face death and 
everything else. You ;say, t'What a transformation! 
What an iron will he has!" It is not his will: it is his 
affections, his latent covetousness, his passion for wealth, 
that have sent him forth to do the thing that he w'ould not 
otherwise attempt at all. . 

I could multiply illustrations of how, when the affec
tions are engaged in any particular direction, the man's 
willis brought into play, and his character a,pparently is 
transformed. . 

But that has nothing to do with the spiritual realm, for' 
the reason that you cannot engage a man's 'affections toward 
God. He may learn to love some other person, or to love 
gold : h~ 1l1ay learn to love a hundred things in the material 
world. But, on the other hand, he cannot see God, and 
he cannot love God 'i\Thom he has not seen. His affec
tions are not engaged, and therefore his will is not exer
cised in that direction. 

There is more than the will engaged in this· matter of 
the new birth. The affections must somehow be laid hold 
of, and they can be laid hold of if the understanding is 
enlightened and that hidden kingdom becomes real to this 
. blind man. It is not in the will. Somehow he must be 
born again; he must be boni. of the Spirit; He must have 
that divine anointing that w.ill make the unseen real to his 
spiritual vision: then ·he will believe with his heart.' . 

There is a great .body of people i,n the South, and some 
in Canada, who teach that the Spirit of God never' 'Works 
apart from the word, that the truth of the gospel ~s the 
only instrument that the Holy Ghost employs, and that 
the Spirit of God is resident within the truth, and that 
whenever the truth is preached spiritual life will result 
apart from -any subjective preparation of the heart .by 
the Spirit. 

For example: I remember once in London, Ontar.io, 
preaching a sermon on this text: "This is a faithful say
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the wQrld to save sinners; of whom I am chief." A 
day or sO afterward I received a letter from a gentleman 
who was not a member of our chur:ch, but who regularly 
attended the services, His father had been a minister in 
the denomination to which I refer, the Campbellites,-some-·.· 
times called Disciples. (They are essentially Arminian 
in their doctrine, not Calv,inistic.) He said, "I enjoyed 
your sermon last Sunday evening very much, and I could· 
see no reason why anyone present in your congregation 
could not be saved if he wanted to be saved. But your 
prayer followi~g the sertnQn spoiled it altogether.: for", 
said he, 't'having made the way of salvation as plain as it 
could be made, you asked God by His Spirit to lead men 

. to an acceptance of the gospel. I write to ask you, What· 
had the Spirit of God to do with it? The way Qf salva
tion was there: all they had to de;:> was merely to accept it.'~ 

That is a very common theory, that the Spirit of God 
does at that point cooperate with the human will, and that
the man accepts Christ; but that it 'is jointly a work of the 
will of God and the will of man. Oh no! "That which is. 
born of the flesh is flesh." . 

I said to you the,other day .that. the Hqly GhQst never 
uses. a metaphor without recognizing all its implications: 
when Jesus Christ described salvation as a new birth, He 
kn,ew the new birth was as much a work of grace, as. 
much of God arid independent of man himself, as our 
natural birth was independent of ourselves. It is all. of 
God. . 

In the parable of the sower there was the seed that fell' 
by the wayside, the seed that fell upon stony places, and' 
that which feV among thorns; other seed fell upon good' 
ground and brought forth fruit, some thirty, some sixtv, 
and some an hundred fold. What was the difference?' 
The seed was the same in the six instances. "Behold a 
sower went forth to sow." What did he sow? The W~rd' 
of God. The seed that fell by the wayside brought forth· 
no fruit. Why? Because it was not fruitful because it 
had no life in it ? No! Because there was no preparation
of the soil for its reception. The seed that fell upon the
~ony ground:-wha~ did that do? It sprang up qukkly;
It gave promIse of hfe, but by and by when the sun came· 
up, it withered away. Why? Because the seed was de
~ective? ~o! Because t~e soil had n'ot been prepared for
Its receptIOn.. In the thIrd place the thorns and briars 
choked the growing seed. What was the differem;e there?' 
The seed was the same. but the ground was full of other· 
seed; they grew together, and the thorns and briars choked' 
th~ goo~ seed. What about that which brought . fqrth 
thIrty, SIXty, or a hundred fold? Why was it fruitful?
Becau~e the ground had been cu1tivat~d, prepared for the· 
receptIon of the seed. 

The work Qf the new birth is the work of the Holv· 
Ghost. While it is true that the Word of God is the 
inStrum~nt employed al~ays,-"Being born again, not of 
corruptIble seed, but of mcorruptible, by the- word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forev~r,"-yet there is a very
direct operation of the Spirit of God upon the hearts of 
men, preparing the soil for the reception '0£ the seed:. 
There is a difference between 'a capacity and a facultV .. 
The subjective work of the Spir.it of God creates in· us.. 
a. capacity for the reception of the Word. Then, when; 
the Word of God is preached, and it blls into some heart 
which .God has open~d, it is energized .by the divine Spiri~ 
and brmgs forth frUIt. . ' 
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That is why we have our prayer meetings, to pray that 
when the Word is preached it may fall into good ground. 
Let us learn our absolute dependence upon God. "Mary, 
supposing him to·be the gardener"-her supposition was 
not far wrong: He is the Gardener. :"The preparation of 
the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is. from 
the Lord." He prepares the soil; He makes aU the differ
ence between the good ground and the stony and thorny 
and· hard-trodden ground of the wayside. It is all His 
work. The Holy Spir,it then, in His own way, imparts 

. the life of God to a soul that is dead in trespasses and 
in sins. .. 

How does He do it? Through what instrumentality? 
"Being born again, 'not of corruptible seed, but of in
corruptible, by "the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever"; "The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life." The ·Word is described as a 
sword-whose sword? Yours? No 1 "The sword of the 
Spirit." And it is when the sword is used by the Holy 
Ghost that it cuts. David <;ould not have done anything 
with the sword to the living giant, but anything will do 
to chop the head off a dead giant. When you are going 
"to meet a giant on his feet you must have an instrument 
you can use'. The word of God is the sword of the Spirit, 
and the Holy Ghost is the only one Who can use that 
sword. He knows how to use it that the slain of the Lord 
may be many. The word of the Lord is t\1e instrument 
employed.' . 
~We are begotten again by the truth of the gospe1." 

The virgin birth ·is l"epeated in the conversion of every 
soul that is really born again. God in infinite mercy 
stoops to these dead and barren and lifeless natures of 
ours; the Holy Ghost communicates the life of God; and 
behold, there is a new life. within,- new affections, new 
desires, new understanding; the understanding is opened, 
the heart is enlightened, the conscience is· cleansed, the 
memory is revivified, reinvigorated, the ~i~l is enfran
chised-a new Tenant takes possession. Is that all He is? 
Nay 1 He is more than a tenant. I trust He is a new 
Master. The Holy Ghost comes to dwell within. "If 
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 
But if we have indeed been begotten again by the Holy 
Ghost, then He dwells within us. 

IV .. 
is there an unconverted man or woman here who says, 

"That does not help me, sir. It is all a mystery to me. 
Can you tell me how I can get in?" It is very wonderful 
that the Lord said in that connection, "As Moses lifted up 
. the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life." As though He had 
said, I"Nicodemus, salvation, from My point of view, is 
a new birth, a radical transformation, a work accom
plished by a new power, the impartation of a 'new life, 
a new creation wrought by the power of the creative Spirit. 
But I will not tell you how it "is done because you could 
not understand it. But I will tell you this, that as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him 
'Should not perish, but have eternal life." That was a 
miracle. The people were dying by the thousand, and 
somebody said, "There is a brazen serpent. Look at it; 
look and live." And some wise man who had just gradu
ated from college said, "Do not talk to me about that; 
that is all nonsense"--or did they not have colleges in those 

days? Russell Conwell once spoke in a sermon about 
Martha taking down something with her lead pencil. 
Afterward someone said to him, "Don't you know· that 
there were no pencils in those day-s?" To which Dr. 
Conwell replied, "Poor Martha 1 It is about time we 
gave her one I" -"But", says someone, "I, do not see 
any value in looking at that serpent. Thai: will do no 
good." No; you cannot understand it. But if you will 
simply tum your eyes to the serpent God will work" the 
miraclt:. Your looking to the serpent indicates the sur
re':1der of heart and intellect and all that you are, to God . 
If you do that, God will work the miracle. The man 
stands and looks, and as he gazes he is healed. Thus, says 
our Lord, the serpent of sin has bitten you, the poison is 
in every part of human nature. There is no remedy at 
all; you will die unless God intervenes. Look away to 
Him Who was made in ·.the likeness of sinful flesh. Look 
away to Him, .and the instant you look )"ou will be made 
a new creature in Christ Jesus. The instant you look, the 
miracle shall .be wrought. May He bless His word for 
His name's sake 1 

THE WEEK-END IN JARVIS STREET. 
T,he prayer room was crowded Saturday evening, ·and a 

volume of :prayer ascended for iblessing on <the Lord's> day 
both within the church 'and over the radio. The attendance 
at School was 1,2308, and in view of 1fue prevailing-we had 
'almost said epidemic of colds· and other .illness, <this was 
very ·good. At the morning service t!he Pastor preached .from 
J onn 11:>28, and two responded to the invitation. At the 
evening service ·there 'Was 'a fine congregation. The sermon 
appearing in this issue 'was preached, ·and two responded to 
the invitation. . . 

One of the especially encouraging features of our church 
life at the momen!\; is the great gathering each Monday even
ing, when the depa:rtmental workers come together first fo.r 
·prayer and conference, ·and then assemlble in <the Lecture Hall 
for ,the Pastor's lecture.on the les·son. The attendance the 
last few weeks we 'believe is· the largest normal attendance 
we ,have ever had. One of the <teachellS from the Intermediate 
Department reported last week ,that the:re had never ·been 
such freedom 'and delightful fello.wship in prayer as now 
apparently prevails. . 

. E"~Tery.'w;eek i~r.ings u.s encouraging messages concerning the 
radIO mImstry, J.ncluding repo.r,ts of spiritual blessing com
mg to many. 

Have You Answered 

The Editor's Letter 

Of January 28t~ Yet? 

Write Him Today 

.. 
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REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITOR. 

Lesson 11 

diSCOUX'8lged, andl at tilllleS desperate. brother, Benjamin. J,os,eph ·inf,ormed 
The world has e~erieneed famIne in them they would no,t ,be allowed: to leave 
various places ,at different times; witJhin Egnlt unless he should be ,brought 
recent years ,thousands have g·uffered on d'ow.n, (v. 15). This was ,testing them on 
acco·u.nt .of it, and in the :future it will a mOlS,t delicate and trying !point. '.Dhey 
not be f.ree from the e:x;perience, (M'8Jtt. had miserably failed in theiX trust in 
24:7). . ~elation, to Joseph, their father. desired 

March 15th, 1931 T,he family of JacO'b was in sore not Benjamin .to leave hoone, and yet 
First Quarter straits, .the sons evidently did nottcnow they must ;bring .him. down ·to Egypt, if 

what· ·to do, ibut the father assu.med ;the they were to escape the wrath of this 
lead in their ,perplexity, and gave direc- ruler. T,he test is a ,most suitlllble one, m 
tion to ,go down to Egypt for f.ood. He remindd'ng them of 'their f'llrmer s,in, and 
s:l1'id, "Get y'o,u do,wn th1ther, and buy in testing their loyalty to their ibr.other. 
us from thence; that we may live and It gave them. an o.pporlunity ,of manl
not die," (v. 2). 'Dhe ten sons went down festing their change 'of 'heart, and po,s
Ib'll't Benjami'n was not jpel'mWted to ,go s,tbly Joseph was try;ing them in oroer 
with them, "Lest peradventure '1niSldhief to ascertain if, pe,rchance', a change had 
befall GJ,im," ,(vs. 3, 4). J'acob reane:mJber- been WT'Ought in them. Problllbly also he 
ed the mischief which had .befallen desired to see 'his bl'othel',the only f.ull 
J,oseph while in the company of hls, brother he had. The, brethren 'Were yet 

., JOSEPH, THE PRESERVER •. 
Les'son Text: Genesis, chapter 42. 

Golden Text: "And they said one to an
, other, We are verily guil'ty concerning 

our brother, in that we saw the an
guish of his soul, when he besought us, 
and we would not hear; therefore is 
this distress come upon us." v. 21. 

I. JOSEPH'S BROTHERS GO DOWN brethren, and he d/id not wish a ;recu.r- in waro for three days, '(v. 17), then 
TO EGYPT, (vs. 1-6). rence 'of the m;isf.ortune. Perhaps allSlO J'o&ejp'h, S'Ulgges,ted 1Ihat ODe! ,of)" It.hem 

,there was a douht in ihis mind concern" should stay 'behind as a hosta:ge while 
"God moves j·n a my.sterIou:s way, His ing ,the story told by 'the ,brethren on ,the,others went home with the food, and 

wonders to perf,ol'm; He plants His foot- .that occasion. Many weDe go.i11lg to 'brought ;back their youngest hro-ther. To 
,.steps'i'lli the sea, and rides upon the· Egy~t to ibuy 'Corn, and :among them th;i~ they agreed, ~vs. 18-20). An inter
stol'm"; and in ltihis Cll:Sle He us'es .a went i1lhe SQllllS of Israel, (,v. 5). -And esltllllg eonv-t:r~'ationJ. e,nsued!. among 
flllm,ine for the' accompbshment of Hl& .J oseph was governor over Egyjpt when 'the,JI}.,· Cp~cE!rJllng theIr SI'lIi ag'lI;lnst JO&
IPUl1pQSe. Many years 'befrore the pre- the bre~n reached that land, and they ep'h, w;herem a 'th~ee~old. :tesrtunJony.,' to 
diction 'had ,been made :to Albraham that "Ibowed ,tihemselves ·,before ihim with the guIlt of ,that sm IS glyen, (v. 21); 
his ,p'eo.ple would ,be affiicted in a strange their faces to the earth," (v. 6). In this of c~nscien'Ce, "We a~ verily glUUty c?,!l
land, and th.a.t after the. judgiment of God acti:on they were fulfilling Josep'h's cermng ,ou;r b'l'other , of memory, -In 
had fallen upon thlllt land they would dream (37' 6-11) though they kne'W dt that we sa'W the angouish :of the 1SI0000I", 
come up out of it, (15:13, 14). Tlhe going not. Note th'e typi~al teaching in thi,s' in and 'of reason, ::therefore .in t~is distress 
down of the ,brethren to Egypt was the relation 00 .our Loro. come ,upon us. Note .Reuben lSI defence, 
fir.st step; apart from the presence of (v. 22}, Joseph's actIons, (vs. 23-25), 
Joseph in thlllt l:and, in fulfilment 'of the and the departure 'of ,the :brethren, (v. 
divine predic,tion. Howeve,r unlikely it II, JOSEPH'S TREATMENT OF HIS 26); also the reality of sin and its ;pqm .. 
iIIl'ay seem lat the time, God's word is al- BRETHREN, (vs. 7-16). ishilIlent here and hereafter. And it iIIlay 
ways fulfilled. The study ,of fulfil1ed, "And' Joseph saw his brethren, and he be ill'Oted! ,in relation to the attitude of 
prophecy, one of the etrolllg lines of test!- knew the'm, -bu.t made himself strange Joseph that it· was strict, just, c()nsider- . 
mony fo.r the inspirati'on of sCriprture, is un'to ;them, and spake ro,u,'ghiy to th'em," aote, and ,productive of 'g,~od. 
interesting, stiInlUlationg 'and profitalble .. (v. 7). "And J~eph knew his ,brethrel1J 

It is lof interest als'o to note the re- but they lmew not him," (v. 8). Jo,geph 
lat.i'on of the incident to the sIn of the had 'an advanta:~ over his brethren dn 
'brethre'n. The ,Scripture states, "Be &Ul'e .that when he lef.t ihome he was :but :a 
your sin will fi11ld! y'ou out", (NilI:mIoors. lad, whereas they were grown :mle'n, imd 
32:23). These brethren had sinned not s'Uibject to so Ill1UOO chllllllg,e in ap
against Joseph many ye'ars' ibefore, and pearance. In additIon to that they were 
:they we're destined to 'have this s.in ten in number while he waS' but one, and, 
bl'ought f.ordbly to ·thei-r attention w:hi~e ·he would: ibe expecting them, 'While ;they 
visiting Egypt. T,he reme·mbrance of 1t wO'llld never think ;of seeing their 
was sti.ll <fresh in their -minds, conscielllCe bl'other don wch a htgh station. 
reminded! them 'of it, a11ld the thhlgls Joseph's :breatment of hi,s :brethre'11I 
whieh,befell them 'on their journey were has given rise to some criticism; :but it 
accepted' as ,being i'n l'etciibution for ,their should .be l"emlembered that he was aci
evil deedso. I,t should 'be realized! 'and ·ing a ipart. He evidently felt it neceg.. 
emphasized thaot 1-t never pays to s.in. We sa;ry to test his brethren. He reme:mJber
reap wlhlllt we sow, (,Gal. 6:7), and sooner ed' ,their trealbment of ih,i-mselif, and the 
or later, i'lll some f'llirnl or other, 'We eome dispositIon they then evinced, and he 
face to f.llICe with our sin. Lt pays :to do lmew not if any change had come over 
well, for ;then there is· a clear conscience, pthem. The test, though severe, did them 
no dread' 'of tl).e futu'l'e, and the· :reward ·goodl; it ib'l'oUlght hoone to them the,eon
is cer,tain. In addition thereto, it is the sciousness ,of their s,in, and led to theIr 
will of ,God ,that we do well, having first ad,mlission of ,guilt concerning it. Joseph 
by fa,ith received Christ as ,say,j,ou;r, and c.hm-ged them wIth ibeing s'pies, (v. 9), 
that oUJgiht to settle the matter for aU. 11Iot ,an unusual ehal'lge in relation to, for-

The f:amine recorded in this chapter eIgners. They denied the charge, and, 
must ;have ibeen widespread, jior, "all s,tated they had oome for the pUl"lpose of 
counltries clllme in1lo Egy.pt ,to J'oseph for buying !bread, (v. 10); they were all 'one 
to buy Icorn ibeca'llSe that the flllm,ine was: man's sons, and tl'Iue ,men, (v. 11). They 
so sore in all lands", (41:57). ·One of were true men so far as, spying was con
those lands 'was Canaan, the dwelLing cerned, ibut i,n; relation to tihe,ir· brother, 
plac'e 'of Joseplh's: family. The severity as they ,and !he knew, .they were decid:
. of the famine ,jos evidenced iby the .state ed'ly ,untl'ue. When the charge of spying 
of desp'llndeney' into Which Jacob's lSons was aga.'in made, (v. 12), they informed 
had fallen. Their father having hearo Joseph 'of .their affairs, relati'ng. rto their 
that the're 'Was corn in Egypt, asked numiber, of Ithe youngest .bl"other with 
them, "Why do ye look 'one up'on an- their father, and of the one wiho was 
other?" (v. 1). They had f/ormerly been not, (v. 13). :Note the probable reaction 
so active and dndependent, and, lIlo:W, ap- in Joseph'slll1ind in relll(tion to th·is s.tate
parently, they had! been reduced to in- ment. The acousation ,of ibeing spies was 
action and despondency. F'ood ,is essen- no dou~ Ihard to ibear, bu.t a test of 18. 
tial to life, 'and 'When this is not procur- mo.re severe nature was to be given! the 
able people' are in sore straits, 'and become ,brethren concerning' thei:r youn!gest 

III. THE BRETHREN RETURN 
HOME, (vs. 27-3'8). 

Having received -permiss.ion .to' leave 
Egy,pt, 'the 'brebhl"e11l no 'doubt 'Would ;be 
gladl to escape f~om one whom they 
would esteem to ibe a tyrant, ibut they 
w.ould realize ;th'ey were not coonpletely 
out of hIs power 'as long as ,simeon lay 
bound .in IPris'on, (v. 24). Istrange things 
had ,happened unto -them which they 
could :not Ilmderstand except as a meas
ure ,of retribu,tion from .God for their 
former ,sin. It was no. dlO'llbt due to this, 
yet unknown .to them, their s,alvlliticm. 
and flllture ;prosperity were being 
wroo'Ulght out thereby. In all His chas
tisements ·God is m.erciful: He seeketh 
the highest good of man. ·On,. the way 
ho-me . one openedo his' saek and discov~ 
ered'ihis money in his sack's, lll1'outh, (v. 
27), and informing the others, they 
were all af.raId, "s'aying one tfio Janother, 
What is, this that God hath done u.nIto 
us"? (v. 2'8). 'Jlhey sought a divinle cause 
foil' each experience. A guilty consdence 
makes moo very sen,sitive. "And 1ihey 
came IUllrto Jacob 'their father unto the 
land ()f Oanaan,and told him all that 
befell unto tihem", (v. 29). ,strange in
deed, and' in reference to Be.nd,amj,n and 
Simeon, 'alarming would be iflhe story • 
And then when the sacks were opened 
and every man's bundle o.f mO/Iley was 
found' ,in ihis ,sack, fear came upon them, 
(v. 35). The w.hole matter was of srucli 
an unusual nature that it eould not ,!be 
understood, ihut God' was in it, working 
out His ,purpose. Let us trust wlhE!IIJ. we 
'cannot understand. Note J'aoob's dis
eour&!gement, (v. 3-6), 'ReUibem.'e .offer, 
(v. 37), and Jacoh's decisioo concerning 
Benj~in, ('\T. 38). 
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GANG AFT AGLEY. 
We know that the plans fQr the Uni()lll. 

pages uGang aft agley" and ·that is the 
reason that from ;time to time. we need! 
to IIIllake 5·o.me corrections- and e:xplan
ations. In conneotIon wi,t!b, the article, 
uWith Oui" FOl"eign M~ss-io,naries," ap
pearing in ·several issues, and 'being an 
Qu.tline covering the wwk in Liberia, we 
notice Ibhat one part ·wes .overlooked by 
the printer and that the matter appewr
ing in the Febl"'\lt8.Ty 19,th iss-ue, whdle 
S'llJPplementary, did not complet~ ,the 
sketc:h. As 'IIlIIlc'h of the iniol'Irultion 
may be .obtained fr·om eurre'nt i"epor.ts, 
hQwever, ,it .is not ;now given, ,bUJt wHl ·be 
SlUp.p1ied 0I1l il."equest. 

* * • • 

Missionary Society of Regular Baptists 
of Canada .. 

• • • • 
WHEATLEY. 

Word has been received that the W,o
men's Missi-on'ary Auxiliary ·of lmomwnuel 
Re.gulwr Baptist Church, Wheatley, ihas 
dishanded! and withdrawn from the 
WoOmen's' ,Missionoary Society of 'Regular 
Baptists of Canada. They Will sihol"tly 
,be re·or,gmized as an auxiliaxy ,of Ibhe 
Chureh with .their miss·ionary interests 
those ,of the Churc:h and tJbe Union of 
which i,t is a part. 

• • • • 
CALVARY, EAST WINDSOR. 

W:h.i,le we d,o not o:fiten h'ave reports- of 
the .splendid! work carried on !by Calvary 
Regu,lar BaJptist Church, East Windsor, 

BOSTON. ,i,t is well to TeIIlieombeT that MT. F .. S. 
The Regular Bapl1Jis,t CihJurc:h, Boston, Kendall, the ,Pasi1JorT is laboring railth

do·sed! three weeks ,of evangeListic meet- flUlly in the midst of mueh opposition and 
ings on Sunday, February 15th, wi,th ,thait ihe :gives- his services to the church. 
Rev. W. F. M,esley, of Zona,assiSi'tingthe Souls :have ,been saved in Calvary 'ChJUrCh 
Pastor, Rev. A. J. Loved'ay. TwQ yoong 'wnd the following letter, i"eceived from. 
men accepted ,Ohrist as thci'l" per,sonad. Mr,s. Ganoway, the treasurer, wiH ,be read 
SalViour, and ·otheTs are nmder 1()0nlVietion. with interest: "I am enclo~ng herewdth 
An enc'()u'l"ag>ing fealmlle dlUring the meet-· a cheque for'$-- for 'Fooreigm Mlission 
ings was the wonderful soul~sti-rring work from the 'Calvary Bap'tist Ohurch 
season of ;tes·timony. T·he d'evil. ~s very Women's MdssiOOlary AUXIliary. The 
busy these day,s, hut we rejoice in the above mentioned Au~i1iary h'as ceas-ed, to 
saving and keepmg ,p'ower of ~ur ·God. be an Auxiliary .of the Women's Miss'j.on-

• • • • airy ,Society of Regular iBaptists of Can-
WESTBORO. ada, alth'ou.g.h, I believe, we were IUnlque 

Westboro Bapti'st Church sends WQrd ·in tha't we never were a sepa1"&te 'organ
of blessing tihoait ,()tiheTS may rej'oice with: izatIon .fro.m the chuooh. The electIon 
them amd continue to pray that the Lord of our 0f!i~~s fQr the 'Yomen's Miss-ion
wHl visit them with revdval ,blessing. aTY A'IlXlhary' wa.s ,s.ubJeet to the a.p
"We are glad to rep'OTt Ibhat the work is ,prov:al of the Churcl!: and for ·almos;t a 
progressing under the :Ilaithiful .min,istry year, ,the . .month,ly meeti~s have been 
of o-ur p.as;tor, Rev. Donald F~aser. Las,t attended iby the male frIends of the 
Sunday momin:g following ·a ·strong meS'- church as well as ,by the ladies. . The 
sage there was a si'g,nifica.nt consecrati'on meetings- hav,e :been iheld in .the eventngs. 
service of practic·ally the enibire .member- We. ·wre new affiliating Qurs'elves with the 
ship. In the ,Sunday School the same U!l'IOP and ·shall be glad fbo p.ave all the 
M,te-moon .there were fool' surrenders 'to mIssIonary news you can gIve us from 
Jesus Oh'l"ist, while ·one at the e'venimg time to time." 
service accepted the Lord, the latter. • • * • 
'being the ilwsband! <lif a woman 'recently AMBASSADOR, WINDSOR. 
conver,ted from Romanism. Two youni A siplendid report covering the ,opening 
men who had 'been prevdolUsly dealt wit!h sel"V'ices of .Ambas,sadlor Boaptist ,Ohureh'·s 
by. ,the 'P,astor eXip·ressed ,theii" desire :!io·r new buJ.ld·im,g has .been >in our hands for 
baptism; at the following .sunday ID'0Il'1Il- a week o·r ,so, :but i,t is not ;p.ossi:Me to 
Ing service. During the SU'lld'ay .school pu;blish it in its entirety. Extracts ai-eL 
sessIon, two .boys and one .girl accepted therefQre, :given. The week 'of Janu'ary 
Chr.is,t ,as SawOIUi" and four girls asked 18th was- 'observed es Opening Week and 
fQr baptism."-Reported hy MTS. Ou.m- visiting Pastors assisted Mr. FT·8ISer. Dr. 
mings, Churoh Olerk. A. ,G. Johns'on, of Temple Baptist Church, 

• * • • DetIloit, ibr.oughit ·the 'lIlIes'sage on M'OIll-
ANOTHER DISSOLUTION., day evening; Dr. T. T. Shields, Toronto, 

It has ibeen called to our attention that on Tuesdlay and Wednesday evenings; 
the Westboro Regular Boaptist Church's Rev. F. W. Dy.son, of Essex, 'On ThlLIlS
Women!'s M1sLSi'onary Auxdliary, affiliated day, md Rev. Earl Griffi'th, of Toledo, 
with the Woone'lll's' Missi-onary Society of on Friday. . 
Regular iBaptis'tSl of 'Canada, dliss'olved • • • • 
and di'Sibamded on January 8th last. The HUGHSON STREET. 
A~liarY has now reorgamJi.zed as a iMis- As noted in IlllSt Week's issue of "The 
sion·ary Auxi1iary ,of the Chu'l"ch with the Wdtnes's," ISundlay, March 1s\t; has ,been 
missionary interests .of the church 'and set aside as the day -upon which oontri
Union. . butiolllS to care for;the amoum;s ootstand-

The edlitor 'of Ibhe "Union Baptist W,i,t- ing in conneCtion with the Hughson 
ness" apologizes for ·overloOking this im- Street Trial cos,ts are to be received. A 
portant announcement w.h.ich cam'll to the 'heaTty respOlllse from 0IUl" ·Oh'1lrehes is 
office on January 28th. looked' for and we are IlU'blishing ifio-day 

To date the office has been 'advi,sed' de- a cut of this, splendid! Church, witihin the 
fimtely that twenty-eight au~Hiaries wal1s .of which: ,SIO many hav'e :found ;the 
have heen dissolved as ,of the Womem.'s LOird JeSIUs 'Christ 'IllS' .8avdQur even w.hHe 

the work was seri,ously affected iby the 
suit .oro.ug,ht Iby the minQcity ·agamst the 
trustees .. 

There are s.urely omany whose hearts. 
will be over,flowing in th:ankfiUilness that 
they were not called IUpon to suller s-ueh 
·an expel'ience and will rej,o.ice to have os. 
share in helping clear the indebtedness .. 
'I1he .s:malleSi't gdfts will be aeceptaJble al
thou;g:h it win take some lllll.'ge gifts to. 
enSlU1'e .the total amOlUlllt being eared for •. • • • • 

MT. PLEASANT RD.~ TORONTO. 
FoOr s·ome little time we ihave ib.een 

looking for a ,report f!Ilom the Mt. Pleas
anit Rd. Baptist 'Ohurch, Toronto, Rev. 
AleX!8illder ThoID's-on, Poastor, and are nlOw 
happy to give the follo,wing encoU!I'agmg 
review: . 

"Great ~s 'OIU,r Lord, and of :great powerp 
His !\lnderstand~ng ds inftnite. The Lord 
Iifteth up the .meek: He casteth the 
w.i'Clred: down to the ground." Psalm 
147:5, '6. "'Dhis is the testimony 
of Moqnt ·Pleasant Road Bapti'st 'Ohurch",. 
writes Miss McLntee, "for truly our Lord. 
has 'been proving Himself ,of ,great ·poweT . 
in oour ,midst. At our recenit annual. 
meetIng Siplend~d reports w~e heard 
from all ~b!r·a-n'Ches of the work, giving' 
muoh cause for encou;ra;gem.en·t. The. 
Scriptural tea.chilng i:nChurc:h and -SlUn-· 
day School ~s producing many converts. 
At ithe Pastor's- anniversary in December,. 
six y,oung ,people were baptis:ed ·and since. 
that time o,th:er·s !have come-three from 
the Junior ,Department of ithe Bible· 
School. During ,the past two months,. 
eleven have definitely accepted Ohrist. 
F·or ,this we praise Him." 

"The C:hildlr·en's> Meeting.s· held oOn Fri
day evenill.gll, u.nder the PastQT's .s-uper-· 
vision, are !pToving a great success. On 
the 20th of February, oan dn,teresting and 
profitable Lante!rn Lec:'bure on Ltbeda. 
was' given iby Mis·s Gertrude Green, Office: 
Secretary ·of o'ur Union, oand was an e:x
ceptional treat, ,there b-eing one hUilldred 
and ,SJeventy-five ,present. 'Dhi:s'~edbure
win long rem'llin in 1Jhe minds of the 
children whose interest was .manifes-ted. 
by their ulIl,tIring ai:tenti-on." 

"On February 12th a congregationaf 
Fellows:h.ip ,meeting' was held. The: 
Pastor outlined -his Scriptural convictions. 
on church 'a.c.tivIties and 'applied ·them to· 
our local church life, expres·sing hds die
sire for a forward movement effecti:nJg
all o.ur church work. This was followed 
by an ,impromptu speech :by orne of the
deac'ons who ;paid high trib'1l:te to the
Pastor stalting that he had never !mown 
a lIllan whoso consistently Lived what he· 
preached; a man who s1Jood! fur his con
victiOIllS in such a quiet, firm, yet k:im.d 
way. 'This ~s :a man of God, sent by 
God to u.s,' 'said! he. 'His consistent, 
character deserves our most loyal su,p_· 
port.' These remarks. brO'Ulg.ht a ooorus. 
of .AJInens from those ;present." 

"On ·Sunday, February 22nd, we en-· 
joyed;the ·nili.nis!ilry of Rev. Johlll Hall and' 
8ibout twenty-five of the young .people· 
of the church went fOTWaro dedJicating
thcir all to Ohrislt dn response ltD ,soul
stirring .messages. One young man went; 
f,orw8Il'"d for baptism. 

.. 


