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"The Walls of the' Pantry Were Thin" 
At' the pr~yer-meeting ,in Jarvis Street last Saturday 

evening an elderly lady, one of our Jarvis Street saints, 
said she had been, much impressed recently by an exhorta
tiQn to recall occasionally the experience of conversion, 
and to give God thanks for that great deliverance. Thrs 
had led her to go back in thought over the years to the 
time when God first met her, and the ,burden of sin was 
lifted from her conscience. 

She told of ~he inexpressible joy which, at that time, 
flooded her soul as she experienced a sense of the divine 
favour; that she was, in fact, so full of joy that she had 
to sing to give her soul expression. She told us that 
she was singing ,on~ morning in her pantry, and a neigh
bour heard her, "For," sa·id she, "the walls of the pantry 
were thin." And that immediately suggested to us a line 
of meditation which we felt might be profitable. 

The walls between any and every Christian and his 
neighbour are very thin. They are not sound-proof; they 
are. not influence-proof. Whatever our station in life, 
whatever our occupation, between us and another soul 
for whom Christ died, the walls are very thin, for "no 
man liveth unto himself"~ 

We have heard of the erection of rows of houses the 
construction of which 'was so flimsy that one piano would 
do for the row, because the separating walls were thin. 
A Christian surely ought to maJ<e himself, or herself felt 
next door, and the next door .to that-indeed" one Chris
tian in a block ought to put upon all the other residents 
a responsibility for the day of judgment. The separating 
walls are very thin. -

How do we employ the hours in the pla~e where we 
live? where we work? where we play? where we suffer? 
where we aspire? 

Suppose we v,iew first of al,l the domestic realm. Does 
anybody suppose he can separate his private life from 
his public witness? Does anyone imagine that he can 
be -used of the Holy Ghost in the salvation 0.£ men and 
the glory of God outside his house, if he does not live as 
a Christian ought to live in his own house, and before 
his own family? It really does not make much dif
ference whether one lives in a detached or a semi-detached 
house. Let it be remembered, the walls are always thin; 

and what a man is in himself before God will determine 
what he does in the public eye. 

Or, think of the walls that enclose the place where a 
man works. It does not make much difference what his 
occupation may be,-a mechanic, a salesman, a clerk, a 
teacher, a preacher, or whatnot, the temper he shows, 
the conscience he puts into his work, the quality of his 
labour, the real serviceableness of his life, will somehow 
manifest themselves outside the ,walls of the workshop, the 
store, the office, the school, or the church-the walls are 
always thin: ' 

The same may be said of the place where a person 
plays. Everybody must have a little play, a little relaJ!:a
tion and recreation, an aV1OCation as well as a vocation; 
and our religion is of ~ very poor q1,1ality if it does not 
go with us to the play-ground. ' 

Years ago we participated in a cricket Platch, and 'on 
the field that day there was a man who was prominent 
as the head of an educational jnstitution. We watched 
him play, and the game revealed his character. He was 
bowled at last !'LBW". Cr,icketers will understand. That 
means "leg'before wicket". A man may be out accidently; 
LBW; but it is not considered a high honour thus to re
tire from the field. We knew little of this man until that 
aft~rnoon, but his whole action that 'day was a fine illus
tration of the English proverb, "It isn't cricket". He 
did not know how to play the game. We saw him in 
many relations after that, and he was always a LB\V 111an. 
He never played fairly: he did not know the;! meaning of 
fair .play. -

Well, let us put it thus: the fences around the play 
ground are never very- high. Somebody is always watch
ing. Someone is always listening. And we show what 
we really are in the hours ,when we are in negligee and 
off guard. 

It may be that the play of some is not of an athletic' 
sort. It may pe the books they read, the diversions they 
enjoy" the quality of story the"y tell. Be it remembered, 
gentlemen, the walls are very thin, and you will be over
heard .. "Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth." - "Let your speech be alway wJth grace, 
seasoned with salt". 
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Sometimes even a Christian will find himself in some 
sort of prison. H~ may be imprisoned by untoward cir
cumstances. He )nay be subject to many injustices. He 
may be made to smart under pecuniary losses. He may 
be called upon to suffer bitter persecutions. He may have 
to endure serious bodily afflictions. He may be betrayed 
by trusted friends--one, or all of these contingencies, may 
shut him up to a narrow place; and he mav feel himself 
to J:>e enclosed with walls of heavy masonry, shut in by 
iron doors. Make no mistake, friend, on that point: 
the walls of your pr,ison-house are thin. Your behaviour 
under these circumstances will prove what you really are. 
Anyone can shout, Hallelujah, on a June morning, when 
walking arpong the flowers to the hum of bees and the 
song· of birds, beneath a cloudless sky. A 'religion that 
js like a summer dress, and can be worn only in fair 
weather. is not of much value in the climate of this 
world. There are other than June mornings. There are 
the chill days of December, and later winter when frost 
and snow abound ... Are we migratory Christians, who, 
like the birds, fly south from the frost of winter, and 
again north from the heat of summer, seeking our own 
comfort, and always flying before the wind? 

We have read of some who were "thrust into the inner 
. prison" where the jailor "made their feet fast i·n the 
stocks". Surely in a prison-house lik~ that, the prisoners 
can live to themselves? No! App~rently the walls of . 
the prison, like the pantry, were thin, for we read, 'fAnd 
at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoner~ heard them." Somebody always 
hears, whether we praise or pray, whether we are grate
ful or grumbling, cheerful or sad. The walls of the 

. Christian's dwelling are thin. 
A few years ago the world was startled by the dis

covery of what has si~ce· been known as the Roentgen 
Rays, now more familiarly known as X-rays, when it 
was learned that these· rays ~ould penetrate· almost any 
substance, revealing the bones or any foreign substance 
within the human body, or treasures hidden in oaken 
chests. But we have lived to observe still greater won
ders than that. In a modern Babylon like New York, with 
its millions of voices, and many more millions of noises, 
away in a train in the subway, the radio wave p.as carried 
the sound of instrument and of song. And even the sub
marin,e beneath ,the sea has proved not to be isolated or 
insulated from the ubiquitous radio wave. . 

·What did our Lord mean when He said, "But I say 
unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they 
shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For 
by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy :word~ 
thou shalt be condemned." Does it mean that the influ
ence of our lives, the ;words we speak, the acts we com
mit, and perhaps even the thoughts we think, are divinely 
registered? May it not be true that between our .present 
dwelling-place and the seat of judgment the walls are 
very thin, and that all we ~re and all we do find a record 
in the place of ultimate reckoning? When Mary broke 
her ala:baster box of ointment, and poured its contents 
upon the Master's head, .either the walls between the 
various rooms of the house were very thin, or the doors 
were wide, for the house was filled with the odor of the 
ointment. 

No Christian made to bloom as a flower in the garden 
of the uOI.:d, and arrayed with the lily's glory, surpajising 
that of Solomon, shall ever be permitted to waste his or 
her sweetness on the desert air: There is no waste in 
the divine economy. Be it a prayer, a petition for help, 

a song of praise, an unspoken aspiration of the soul, ·the 
walls between the redeemed and heaven, God's dwelling
place, are very thin and they will find an answer there. 
The truth is, life is one: our yesterdays, our to-days, and 
our to-morrows, are all related. Time and eternity are 
but terms permitted us for the accommodation of our 
finite understaridings. If we have been redeemed by 
blood, and regenerated by the Holy Spirit, if the evil of 
the past has been blotted out, and our records purged 
from every sin and stain, we may be sure that we shall 
discover a glorious unity in life, and that "all things work .. 
together for good to them that love God". So the l·ife 
we live on earth will prove a preparation for the life in 
heaven. Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
must have a direct relation to the far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. . 
. The hymns of thanksgiving and praise we sing in the· 

pantry will not want an audience. The neighbours will 
hear them and catch them up, and they will echo them to 
other hearts and lives; and the angels will catch up the 
refrain, and we shall find that by God's abounding grace 
we have been brought into harmony ·with the universal 
music which finds its origin in/the heart of the Eternal. 

RELIGIOUS HITCH-HIKERS. 
A hitch-hiker, we ·understand, i.s a pedestrian who usu

ally rides! He starts out' on foot without any car, and 
begs a ride en route, and reaches his destination without 
having paid for tires, or gas, 9r oil. 

It occurred to us the other day, that in our day there 
are to be found multitudes· of religious hitch-hikers .. They 
do not own a car; they have nothing to do with the up
keep of one of Zion~s chariots; they do not belong to any 
church; they do not build one; they do not accept respon
sibility. They are not static. They stay nowhere long. 
They are always on the move, ready to wave their l"iand 
to any religious char,iot passing their way. .. 

When they have been taken aboard they usually re
mark upon the car. They know all cars-for they have 
ridden in all of them. They belong to no denomination! 
Certainly not! But they know all about all denomina
tions, for they have travelled with all of. them. They have 
been Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, United Church, 
Salvati'On Army, Brethren, Baptist, Pentecostalist, Taber
naclist, Everythingist and Nothingist! They know the 
make of every religious chariot. They use them all, they· 
ride in them all-but they pay for none of them. 

We read the other day of some generous motorist who . 
picked up a hitch-hiker on the road. He happened to 
have a minor accident, and the man he had picked up was 
slightly injured. The hitch-hiker showed his gratitude 
to the motorist by suing him for damages-and the motor-
ist had to pay. . 

Beware of religious hitch-hikers. When they get inoo 
the car they may knock you over the head, or so worry 
the driver as to turn the car into the ditch. It will oot 
hurt them. It will ruin the car, and render the driver 
liable to damages. 

Sometimes, of course, there are boni-fide hitch-hikers. 
They have· a definite object. They are making a journey, 
and will be grateful for a lift on the way. But how are 
we to know them, or to distinguish them from the other 
variety? Hitch-hikers ought to carry their credentials 

. with them. But that is a problem. We have no solu
tion: we merely suggest, Be careful how you open the 
door of one of Zion's chariots to religious hitch-hikers. 
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"The Time of the Sun Going Down" 
A Sennon by the Pastor. 

Preach'ed in Jarvis Street Church, Toronto, Sunday E.vening, February 8th, 1931. 

(Stenographically reported.) 
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"And the battle increased that day: hbwbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot 
against the Syrians until the even: and, about the time of the sun going down he died." 

. . _ -II Chronicles 18 :34. 

The King 'Of Israel r·eferred to here was Ahab, of "the host 'Of heaven" in the presence of the Lord; and 
whom it is said, ",There: was hone like unto Ahab, the Lord had asked, "Who shall persuade Ahab that 
which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gi'lead? And 'One 
of the Lord, whom Jezehel his wife stirred up". Ahab's said on this manner, and another said on that manner. 
whole career was one of open and flagrant rebellion And there came forth a spirit and stood before the Lord, 
agains:t ·God .. And there came a time when Jehosha- and said, I will per·suade him. And the Lord said unto 
'phat paid him'a visit. And Ahab said unto his slerv- him, ·Wher·ewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I 
ants. "Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and will be 'a lying spirit in the mouth of all 'his p.rophets. 
we be still, and take it not 'Out of the 'hand of the king And he said, Thou shalt persuad·e him, and prevail 
of Syria? And he said unto J ehoshaphat, Wilt ·thou go 'also: go forth ·and do so;". for after atl, it was for this 
with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? And J ehoshaphat Ahab had been askil!g. U men will not have the truth, 
said to the king of Israel, I ~m as thou art, my people but a lie, God will·t.et them have what they want at 
as thy people, my horses as thy horses." Howev·er, last. "And for this cause God shall s,end them strong 
he counsel:led that inquiry should be made 'Of the word delusion, that they shollild believe a lie." Ahab had 
of the Lord concerning this enterprise which Ahab had shut 'his heart all his life against the truth; and at last 
in prospect. Then the king. of Israel gathered t1i.e God permitte'd him to have just what hehad asked f.or 
prophets together, about four hundred men, and said -a lying spirit. . 
unto them, "Shall I go up against Ramoth-gilead to' Remember, my hearers, you can shut 'your heart 
batHe, or shall I forbear? And they 'said, GO' up; for against the gospel too long: you can refuse to hear the 
the 'Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.'.' truth until it shall he impossible for you to 'believe 
But Jehoshaphat was not satis:fied; and 'he asked, "Is anything but a lie. Thus, at last, Micaiah said, "I saw 
there not here a prophet of the Lord hesides, that we. all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have 
may enquire of him?" To which Ahab repHed, "There not a shepherd: and the Lord said, These have 'no mas-
is yet one man, Micaiah, the son of Imla, by whom we ter: let them r·eturn every man. to his house in peaooe." 
.may·enquire of the 110rd: 'but I hate him, for he doth And Ahab turned to Jehoshaphat and said, "Did I not 
not prophesy good concerning me, but evil." But tell thee that he ,:vould -not prophesy good concerning 
Jehoshaphat's ,counsel prevailed, and Mi-caiah was s~nt me, 'but evil? I knew the kind of sermon we should 
for. The mess·enger who carried the king's request hear if we went to hear th~t man preach. I.knew·that 
informed' him that ·already four hundred prophets had he would ru.n counter to all my plans f.or to-morro,,,", 
promised the king prOsperity, and advised that his and make it very difficult for me to go back to busi
word should he like the word of one of them. But riess, and do the thif!g I planned to do. I told you he ' 
Micaiah said, "As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith wOl!ld ·f!.ot prophesy goo,dconc'erning me, but evil." 
unto me, that will I speak." And when at last he came "And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah and tarry 
to Ahab, and' Aha:b propounded to him the same ques- him back ... and say, Thus saith the king, put, this 
tion, he gave him the same answ·er: ·"Go, and prosper: fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affiic
for the Lord shall deliv.er it into the hand of tlie king. tion and with water of affiioction,.until I come in peace." 
And the king said unto him, How many times shall And as they were leading Micaiah away, he called -:-' 
I adjure thee that thou say nothing but that which is a,fter the king his last message. He ~aid, "If thou ,re
true in the name of the Lord?" Yet he heard exactly turn at all in peac·e, the Lord hath not spoken by me/' 
the same mess~ge from Mi~aiah as he heard from the When Ahab had thus disposed of the preacher, he said 
four hundred prophets. He did not question the .four to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself, and ent~r the 
hundred prophets or the r,eliability of their testimony j battle j but, put thou on thy ro'bes .. And the king of 
but when Micaiah preached after the 'same fashion, he Israel disguised' himsel.f, and went into the baUl-e." 
began to think there !11ust be something wrong with But Jehoshaphat soon dis·coveted that he was the cen
Micaiah. Some preachers 'can tell men that human tre of interest on the field of battle. The king of Syria 
nature does not need redemption, but only dev'elop- had commanded his captains that they "fight neither 
ment j and they are applauded j but if some other with small nor great, save only with the king of Israel." 
preachers were to say the same 'thing, people would Therefore seeing Jehoshaphat in royal apparel, they 
say, "What has ,changed his testimony?" 'Why did assumed he was the ,king j 'but when J ehoshaphat cried 
Aha'b not receive fhe same word, in the same unques- out, they forsook hini j but they ,did not find the king. 

'tioning fashion, from Micaiah? ,Then, as now; it was Albeit, "A ·certain man drew 'a baw at a ventur'e, and 
the prophet's record which gave weight 00 his testi- ,smote the king of Israel between the' joints ot the 
mony. The faithful prophet, thus adjured, 'Opened his harness: wherefore he s'aid unto the driver of his· 
mouth and delivered the word which the Lord had chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry meou-t of the h'Ost; 
given to him. He told how in a vision he had seen for I am-wounded. And the battle incl'eased tnat dav: 

.. . "" 
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howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his 
chariot against the Syrians until the even: and about 
the time of the sun going down he died." 

That is a long story for a:n introduction; but I wanted 
you to have the historical setting of the text. Let 
me now speak to you of the W·arrior, of the Battle, and 
of the Suns·et. 

1. 

First of all, I want you to ANALYZE THE CHARACTER 
,OF THIS MAN AHAB, WHO WAS SET UPON HAVING VVAR 
WITH GoD. 

.And I begin by saying that the trouble with Ahab 'was 
that his heart was wrong. The whole bias of his life was 
against the will of God. It was as natural for Ahab 
to do wrong, as it was for water to run down hill. 
"The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subJect. to the law of God, neither indeed can be." All 

,his ambitions, all his aspirations, all the plans he 
made-the whole bent of his life was in opposition to 
the will of God. Hen'ce, whenever the ,.,ord of God 
came to him,' it came with threatening, with. condemna
tion; and he was' reluctant to hear it. 

And that is true6f everyone of us ! We are enemies 
in our minds by wicked works. You have only to 
study the life and character of the youngest child; and 
you will, if you 'are perfectly frank, become a theo
logian of the old school: at least, you will subscribe 
to the dO'ctrine of natural depravity. There is a dis
position in everyone of us to go wrong. If you hav,e 
been happy enough to dis'c~ver a man, or woman, or 
boy, or girl. who is free ·from that tendency, whose life . 
does not illU'strate that great truth, you are an ,excep
tion to the univ·ersal rule. The truth is, it is natural 
for us ·every one to do wrong. 

And yet Ahab ·seems to have been the victim of a beset
ting sin. He was weaker in one part of his nature than 
he was in some othe"r parts. The evil that was within 
expressed itself more clearly and more strongly in one 
direction than it did.in some others. If you study his 
character you wil~ find that he was a covetous man; he was 
always grasping after that which belonged to sOme
body else. He wanted N aboth's vineya~d; and he re
solved to have it ·even if he had to commit murder to 
get it. And now he determines to possess himself of 
Ramoth-gilead. He was a successful man. He had 
made up his mind to get things, and hitherto he had 
succeeded in the realization of his ambitions. He 
added land to land, field to field, territory to territory. 
Ahab was resolved to push back the :boundaries ·of his 
kingdom, and to possess more and more of this world. 

I do not know what your besetting sin may be. Sin 
exp1"esses itself in one dire'Ction" in one man, and in 
another, in ·another. But every man and woman her·e 
th.is 'evening knows that at one point his or her 'char
acter is weaker than .at any other point; and that at 
that very point sin is stronger than at any other. He 
know.s that what is a temptation to. other people is no 
tempt'ation to him; and the things which seem to have 
no power over many others, .threaten to destroy him. 
W·e are all different. Because you never get drunk, 
do not speak too harshly of the man who does.: because 
you have a very mild tongue, do not commit the folly 
of supposing that you are so far superior to another man 
who sometimes offends with his lips. I do not know 
what it is, my friend; but there. is a point in your life, 

if you are not a Christi:an, wher.e sin is entrenched. 
Dr. -Stockley read to you the list of these horrible 
things that have their dwelling"'lplalce in the human 
heart. "The works of the flesh a1"e manifest", and I 
need not aga'in enumerate them; but 'every man of 
woman bor.n is more peculiarly tempted in one dir·ec
tion than another, and is likely to fall a victim unless 
the grace of God shall intervene. SQ beware of that 
one direction in which your natural corrupti.on ex
presses itself. It will lead you to the field of Ramoth
gilead,-'but more about that in" a moment. 

There is'a point where the pow,ers of hen have estab
Hshed -themselves; and that is the point where God is 
going to fight His last battle with you: that is the 
point where destiny is to be determined.: just at that 
particular plac·e, God is going to decide 'at last who 
shall be lord of your life. At that point you will 
surrender or be destroyed. 

Ahab was a man who was very easily influenced. He 
was 'a weak character in some respects. He "sold 
himself to work. wickedness in the sight of the Lord. 
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up". Poor fellow! He 
is to be pitied! Some men say, "Perhaps Ahab would 
not be half so bad ·if it were not for Jezebel". It is 
too bad, is it not, that some men have such wives! 
And equally regrettable is it, that some wives have 
such husbands! But is it r.eally true that Jezebe1 
found it ·easy to' influence Ahab? Read his story. 
Jezebel was like most other wives-she was wonder
fully shrewd. She first of all discovered what Ahab 
wanted to do; and then she told him to do it! But 
you wi,JI search the r·e-cord in vain to discover one sin
gle instance where Jezebel influenced him against his 
own will. The truth is, it is ·easy to roll a stone down 
hill; it is easy to influence a man in the direction of 
his own desires; it is easy to accelerate ·the processes 
of degeneration, and hasten a man's journey to the pit. 
He is going there anyhow-that is the direction' in 
which he is moving; and that wa!? the direction in 
which Jezebel influenced him. 

It may 'be that there is somebody here who thinks 
to justify his or her course in steadfastly r·ejecting the 
offers of the. gospel on that ground. "Sir, I wish I 
had a little more individua.lity; I wish I had a li-ttle 
more firmness of will; I ,vish I were not so easily in
fluenced, for I go to chul"ch and find myself possessed ' 
of new desires; and I would like to go the upward 
path: then I g<? to business, or I go on the train, or I 
meet somebody in the hotel, and I find I am just car
ried away with ;the tide." Yes, bec·ause that is the 
way you are going, my friend; and that is the direc
tion of your natural inclination. It will not do to try 
to lay the responsibility upon" others. Observe: Allab 
was never easily influenced. against his own desires. Of 
a.ll the characters whose his1:ory we have recorded in 
this Book, i,s there one more massive, more splendidly 
proportioned; or is there one who evidenced a stronger 
will, and a' more forceful personality than Elijah the 
Tishbite? And yet A~ab could stand against Elijah 
like a rock: he could stand against Micaiah, the son 
of ImIa, and be utterly unmoved: he cou;ld search all 
the dens and caves of . the earth to find the prophets 
of the Lord, to destroy theni. Ahab 'spent his whole -
life" se.eking to silence every voi'ce that dared ,to tell. 
him the truth. If Aha.b had had his way he would 



February 12, 1931 , THE GOSPEL WITNESS ' (581) 5 

have cut off the head of every prophet of· 
Jehovah. Ahab set his heart upon living in 'a world 
where truth would never dare to speak. He loved a 
lie; he resolved to live il lie; and shut ·every avenue 
of his nature against the voice of God. His carnal 
mind was enmity against God. 

\Vhat the Bible calls '~~'in" is 'a terrible thing. A 
man calls up the doctor, and he says, "I wish you 
would come oV'er to see my wife. She is not v,ery 
well." "Anything serious?" the doctor asks. "0 no, 
I do not 1hink so. She' is just a little indisposed." 
And he comes. The f~mily think there is nothing 
seriously wrong. But when the doctor ,examines the 
patient, he knows; he is filled with alarm. And if he 
were to tell what he knows, .he would say, "I have 
discover·ed something that has baffled medic'al science 
through all the ages: I have discovereel the aelvance 
agent of. death; and all the wealth of the world, and 
all that human skill can do, ·cannot indefinitely post-. 
pone the coming of the ·loast great conqueror. I hear 
his foot-step. And this woman is. set toward the 
grave!" He t,ells the husband that it is serious; but 
he dismisses the doctor for telling him the truth. He 
insists that the doctor does not know anything; and 
he 'Calls another. 

Thus, people may play with this moral distemper 
and regard it a§ .only a little human infirmity. I tell 
you that 'sin is a thing that has all the power of hell 
beh.ind ,it. "Sin, when it is finished, bringeth .forth 
death." . Behold it working in Ahab, strengtHening 
him against all the appeals of 'God Himself, until he 
resolves upon spiritual suidde. 

Ahab was a very religious man. He really was. Ahab 
had no less than four hundred pr·eachers all his 'own! 
He paid their -salaties! And when a man needs four 
hundred preachers to keep him straight, "you may be 
sure he is naturally ,pretty crooked! 

But these pre'achers 'were chosen with a view to 
sanctioning what Aha:b wanted to do. Ahab was ,re
ligious, but his religion was of the sort that never 
interfered with his own desires, or ran counter. to his 
own' will. It required no repentance on his part, no 
tU1'11ing back from the path which his nativ,e appetites 
and tastes and desires would have him take. He was 
able to be a perfectly natural man and to be religious 
at the same ·time. . 

That is the kind of religion people want. Most men 
seek religious sanction for what they do. They do not 
want to be irreligious, but they want a religion that 

. will allow them to have their own way, and to cling 
to their own lusts, and take: possession of Ramoth in 
Gilead .. 

. II .. 

Now A ·WORD OR Two ABOUT THE BATTLE! What 
was the battle about? What was the cause of the war? 
Ahab said, "Ramoth-gilead. is ours. I:will have it." 
And God said, "You 'shall not have it, Ahab." "I will," 
said Ahab. And God s'aid, "Thou shalt not." "Jehosha
phat, will you help me assemble the hosts? We will 
fight this thing out." "What are you going to do, Ahab?" 
"I am going to cut a path through the Syrian host, to 
the gate of Ramoth, and enter 3JS a conqueror." What 
Micai-ah really said-his message being int.erpreted
was this: "Ahab, you may cut your way through the 
Syrian host; but when you arrive at the gates of 

Ramoth you will find Another with a drawn sword in 
,His hand Whom no man ever conquered; and you will 
f'all before Him. Now be wise, do not attempt the im
possible." "Woe unto him that striv·eth. with his 
Maker. ,Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds of 
·the ·eartH: Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, 
What makest thou? or thy work, He hath no ha,nds?" 

Well, my friend, God is inseparable from His law; and 
if you and. I tr.ansgress His law, we fight aga.inst God Him
self. It may be in some great transaction-----it may be in 
a matter of business involving millions, that 'some man 
will fight God; while others will fight out the battle 
over a fiv,e-cent piece, perhaps. It makes no difference 

. where it is; for wherever'a man puts himself in opposi
tion to the sovereign will of Omnipotence, he 'enters 
upon a ,course which will destroy him in the end. It 
may be that there is some man here this evening who 
is contemplating a certain course of action; and he 
sees only the Syrians. It may be a matter of competi
tion in bUlsiness; he thinks if he can gain -an advantage 
over somebody-the king of Syria, he has all his plans 
laid-if. he gets that, he will get his Ramoth. You 
will do nothing of the kind, my fri,end, if God is in 
opposition to you: do not make any. mistake about 
that. You may out-general, or out-fight the Syrians; 
but ·in the end ·of the day you will have to fight it out I 

with God. 
Do you not see the prindple? Law is. universal: 

God is one: ther·e is no province of His illimitable 
dominions in which His law is not operativ'e; and 
should any man lift his ;puny finger against the law of . 
God, 'sooner or later God will deal' w.ith him. -God 
brings uos into judgment. Aha:b was willing to concede, 
I dare say, many things if only he 'could have Ramoth
gilead. This covetou,s desire for the possession of that 
which belonged to somebody else was luring him on 
all the time; and it was on that very point that the last 
great conflict was fought. 

The truth is, therefore~ that we have not surrendered to 
God until 'We have surrendered altogether. It is of no 
use to surrender in one hundred particuhirs, and to 
reserve one special province of the kingdom of mansoul 
over whi'Ch we resolve to reign ourselves, and from 
which God is to be excluded. The hattIe will increase: 
"The battle increased that day.". It will increase, it 
must increase! 0 no; God will never give up: there 
w.ill be no surrender on His part: He never has sur
render·eel-He never will! The battle will' end only 
with the capitulation 'of the rebel. 
I 

III. 

AND WHAT ABOUT THE SUNSET? 0 how different 
was the evening hour frbm the promise' of the morn
ing! . When Ahab had assembled his sp,lendid fighting' 
men, with all their implements of war; and when to 
that he 'added the chariots and horses of J ehoshaphat; 
and when he had reviewed his army, he said, "I think 
there is every prospect of success. The king of Syri~ 
can not match my men." Therefore he resolved, "We 
will dispose of th~ preache~. We will get him out of 
the way. \Ve will silen-ce the voice that would dis
courage us. We will put him in prison, and feed him 
with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, 
until I 'return in peace." He resolved to ta~e every 
precaution. And to 'his ally, ']ehoshaph,at, he said, 
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"Put on thy robes; and I will disguise myself .. This 
prophet said that I should not come again in peace: 
I will show him"; theref.ore he disguised himself as 
though he were an ordinary captain of the host;· and 
he entered into the battle. 

There was not one of- all the Syrian captains, nor of 
all the soldiers under them, who was able to identify 
Ahab. But remember! God had spoken; He had said, 
"Ahab, if you go, you shall never return .. I will show 
you the end of the day in the beginning: I sawall 
Israel.scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have 
no shepher·d: and the LD"rd said, These h~ve no master; 
let them return therefore every man to his house in 
peace. You are .forewarned. But if you go there can 
be ·but one result. Y.our blood be upon your own 
head." But said 'Ahab, "I do not believe it. I will 
disguise myself, and will go to battle." And he did; 
and in the thjck of the fight "a 'certain man dr.ew a bow 
at a venture." And as he did so, 'an unseen -Hand was 
laid upon the bow-string, and it wa·s unerringly guided; 
and 'the bow-man let it fly. And the king who was dis
guised said to the· driver of his chariot, "Turn thine 
hand, that thou mayest carry me out of the host; for 
I am wounded." God had found him out! There is 
no di.sguise that can effectually hide a sinner from God. 
There i·s no way by which a man may lose himself in 
the 'battle against right.eousness. "Be sure your sin 
w-iIl find you out." . 

It may be that some here are doing th~ very thing 
that Ahab did-hiding behind a servant of God who had 
got into bad_company)' f'Or Jehoshaphat made the mistake 
of his life when he "joined affinity' with Ahab" ; ·and he 
had to suffer for it. Jehoshaphat was a servant of the 
Lord; but he ha·d no business to be fighting in the 
same battle. And somet~mes it is true that professing 
Christians go into the 'battle side by 'sid:e with A,hab, 
with all their robes on; and Ahab---'brave man that he 
is-loves to hide b'ehind the J ehoshaphats ! 

Had J ehoshaphat stayed at home, .however, Ahab 
would hav·e had nobody behind whom to hide. How 
~any p'eople there are who hide 'behind the incon·
srstencies of those of us who profess. Christ! My dear 
friends, whether you ar.e listening in this building or 
over the air, when you take the fidd with Ahab you 
are providing a shield for him so ·far as the darts of 
the Syrians are con'cerned, unl.ess God intervene. Keep 
out of 'such company. Let Ahab fight his own battle. 
"Have no fellowship. with the unfruitful· works of 
darkness, but rather reprov·e them." Keep away from 
Ahab-for see what happened. 

Somebody hears me over the air who says, "I am 
going to fight this thing through. I am going to win. 
I know it is a tricky business. I know it will not stand 
the light of day, but I know that men will praise me 

... when I do well for myself, and in 'spite of the Syrians 
and .all the hard times, you will 'see me walking down 
the streets of Ramoth possessing the things upon 
which my heart is ~et." No, you will-not. It is not 
Syria you are deailing with~but God. You may reject 
my testimony, but there is One Who sees u·s as we are, 
and somewhere He has a servant-even though he be 
himself an enemy: of God'-who will draw a bow .at a . 
v'enture, and the hand of God will guide the arrow so 
that it will find your heart. 
. A man says, "0 weN, I may be a bit of a sinner; but 
I am no bigger sinner than lots of your church mem-

bers; for they are doing the ·same things that. I am 
doing. I have one in partner.ship with me; and he 
knows the business we are doing." Yes, alas! alas! 
Jiehoshaphat and Ahab are fighting in the same battle; 
and they resolved upon the posses·sion of the same 
prize! "Vvhy talk to me? \iVhy do you not talk' to 
Jehoshaphat?" That did not save Ahab. God will 
reckon with J ehoshaphat; and 'God will reckon 
with every man. who is "unequaHy yoked to
gether with unhelievers." Th~y must answer for them
:;elves. He will deal with Jehoshaphat for putting on 
his robes, and entering into the battle. But meantime. 
we are talking ,about Ahab. Let me remind you no 
one can be justified by another's sins, 'but onlf'];)y An
other's righteousness. The bow drawn at 'a venture 
will ,find the joint in the armour of every sou;l fighting 
against God irrespective of his companionships. Make 
no mistake about that! 

And then Ahab. said. "Turn thine hand that thou 
'mayest carry me 'out of the host." Esa,u "found no 
place'of repentance, though he sought it carefully with 
tears." Ahab began to repent; and yet he "stayed 
hims,df up in his chariot against the Syrians.'~ He 
said, "I will see this thing through. I said I would 
have Ramoth-gilead, and Ramoth-gilead I will have." 
And so he propped himself up, while the blood was 
streaming from his gaping wounds, u~til the ·evening. 

I 'saw a man do that once. He was a miser. I do 
not know thai: he had v'ery much money-perhaps a 
f.ew thousand dollars--=but he had lived the life of a 
miser. He had be'en. cruel to his wife; and ·even more 
cruel to his children.· His wif,e, when I knew him, was 
dead; and· his 'children, all but one faithful daughter, 
had been d'r·iven from him. He lived in a house upon 
whos·e floors there were no carpets: there was no com
fort within at aill. It w.as ju.st a place to keep off the 
rain. And he was 'also making money-just like Ahab. 
He wa.s a shrewd man, and w.as piling up money. At 
last he was taken ill; and this faithful daughter, a 
Christian· girl, who in sp'ite of all his unkindness had 
remained at her father',s side, asked me to go to see 
him; 'and I went to see him in that cheerless ho~: 
a prison-cell might 'be mote comfortable than the room 
in which he lay. He was very iU; and he thought. he 
was going to die. He did die,-in fact, it was his death
he'd. He believ,ed it to he so. I talked to him about 
Christ ; and he was full of anxiety for the future, deeply 
concerned. He wanted tq' know the way of life, for he 
was terrified at the prospect of'death. 

I visited him again and again; and the daughter sent _ 
a .telegram to one of her brother,s who was not so very 
far away. He ·came 11.0 me : a fine young fellow he was 
----'a man who-seemed almost to despise his father's 
property. He ·did not want any of it, I am sure of 
that. Just at the head of the bed whe·r·e I sat talking to 
the father, Who was hard of hearing, there was ·a door 
opening into 'another room.. The son opened the door, 
and said to me in a whisper, "Make sure, Mr. Shields, 
that he is sincere. Ask him what he would do with his 
pro.perty if God should Ispar.e his life." So presently' I 
turned to him, and said, "Mr. So-and-so, the doctor says 
you are going to die; 'and it looks as though you were. 
But sometimes, you know, people do not die when they 
are expected to. And it is 'barely possible that God 
may spare your life--and what if He does?" A moment 
before he had been speaking as though he was deeply 
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contrite, and profoundly penitent. I said to him, 
"W'hat if God should restore .you? What about the 
past, Mr. So-and-so? What about the property you 
have accumulated?' You have bound it to yourself; 
and you have shared 'it with no other, nO.t ev.e?- with 
your wife and children. W'ould yo~ con~mue I?- that 
course if God should spare you? WIth h1"s re
maining strength .he propped himself up and began to 
swear·; fir·e flashed from his ,eye; he cursed his daughter 
-the faithful girl who had sacrificed the best years of 
her lif.e for him; he ctTrsed the son; he cursed every
body; and s·eemed -as though he were possessed with 

. and laid it down at his conqueror's feet. "Now", said 
the British Admiral, "you may giv.e me your hand'." 

a legion of devils .. A~d in a paroxysm of ange.r, at l~st 
he fell back on hIs pIllow.. I could do nothmg wIth 
'him' and even then I remember I thought of this story. 
"Th~ king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot 
against the Syrians until .the ,ev·en,"-propping him
self up that he might breathe his last breat.h in defiance 
against God! Sin drives men mad! It blmds them so 
that they drive right on over the precipice to.. destruc-. 
tion. 

"And about the time of the sun going down he died." 
And they to.ok his chariot down to the PQol of Samaria; 
and they washed the royal bl·ood' from the floor of the 
chariot. And as they did so "dogs licked up his blood; 
and they washed his arinour, ·according unto the word 
of the Lord which he spake." 

Thus when the sun went down God had His way! 
He always has His way! God was victorious; His 
Word was fulfilled, Ahab had gone down to defeat 
in a battle against Omnipotenc~. E~·ery m~n does
every. woman does; and the on:]y wIsdom IS' to turn 

. away from it all and surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who-died for our sins according to the Scr:ip-
tures. . 

I remind you before I dose that Ahab w~s terribly 
deluded. When he fought against God, Whom he 
ought to. have loved, he rebelled against One Whom 
it ought to hav·e been ·his ·joy to serve.' And if you 
would know what God is, what God is like-you must 
see Him in the"face of Jesus ·Christ. " The litHe children 
came to Him, and He gatherecJ. them up in His arms 
and blessed them; the sick people -came, and He gently 
laid His gracious hand upon .them and made them 
whole' the troubled came,. and gracious words pro
"ceeded out of His mouth. He ·ever "went about doing 
good." And at last, ·p·ecause there was no other way, 
because He saw what" our 'sin was doing, He Himself 
took our place, and 'went to the cross, and bore our 
sins in His own bo.dy on the tree. He died o1,lr death 
for us that we through simple faith in Him might have 
·everlasting life. 

o that the spirit of God may m~ke us wise, this 
evening, unto salvation; to. choose. life rather. than 
death; Christ rather than Barabbas; heaven rather 
than hell! "He that beIiev"eth on him is not con-, 

. demned: but· he that believeth not is condemned 
already." . 

A Fr·ench o.fficer came on board N·elson's flag-ship 
onane occasion after a hattIe, to surrender. He came 
with all the marks of rank upon him, and' with his 
sword by his side. With all a Frenchmah's politeness 
he extended his hand and ·offered to gr·eet him. frater
nally, but Nelson did not smile. He said, "Yo~r sword 
first, if you please." The officer unbuckled hIS sword 

"There is no peac·e, said my God, to the wi·cked. 
Your sword 'first, if you please." Repent, and believe 
the' gospel. Surrender to Jesus Christ, and ~en He 
will take y:o.u with His wo.unded hand and gIve unto. 
vou ·eternal lif.e, 'and you shall never peris"}.!., neither 
shall any man pluck you out of Go.d's hand: 

GOD'S MOUNTAIN·S-OOD'S WAY. 

By Rev. T. I. Stockley, D.O., Dean of Toronto Baptist 
Seminary. . . 

In Isaiah, chapter forty-nine, verse nine, we read, "!hey 
shall feed in the ways, and. their pastures shall be m all 
high places"; and i,n verse elev~n we ha;,e th,ese words, 
"And I will make all my mountams a way. These words 
are part of a great message of the pt;ophet. concerning the 
return of the captives from ~abylol"l: to theIr loved Jer~sa
lern; and He uses the figure of a flock ~tnder the graCIOUS 
leading of a shepherd. In England can sometimes be seen 
a flock of sheep being driven along the country road from 
one field to another. And it could be observed that some
times the sheep, when they have the opportunity, s~atch 
a mouthful of grass from the roadsid~. They have been 
able, however, to get very little until they have. reached 
the new pasture. But the flock referred to in this passage 
in Isaiah will find food along the way as they go, whether 
the path be a level one or a high, mountain road. They 
have been able to feed in th~ ways even upon the bare 
heights; and their needs shall be ~upp1ied "all ~he journey 
through. 'This is a great and wonderful promIse, because 
it wa'S a. serious matter to feed the many thousands of 
travellers who took their journey from Babylon right 
away to their loved Jerusalem. The needs arising day. by 
day would be very great. So the promise that these needs 
should be met·was a large and gracious promise." 
. But there is another fl'Ock being led by the Good' and 
Great Shepherd to-day,-the flock"'referred to 'in Johri, 
chapter ten, which is journeying toward th.e :N"ew Jerusa
lem.· These have the presence of the Shepherd, and there
fore, the promise of being fed too. So we may take the 
words of our text as applying to them, "They shall f~d 
in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. 
.. Arid I will make all my mountains a way" for this flock 
under the hand of the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

First of all, we will notice THE WAYS OF GOD ARE OFTEN 
MOUNTAIN'WAYS: "I will make all my mOlIntains a way".
God has HfS mmmtains. The ways of God are not a dead 
level for any of us. In the physical world'in which He 
has placed us, He has strewn majestic mountains in some 
countries' with laV'ish hand. These mountains a:ce a won
derful help to us in many ways. . After a great stretch of 
monotonous travelling along a level region, how" i.nspiring 
it is to approach a mount~in range! For instance, tra,:,el
ling through Western Canada you travel hundreds of mIles 
along a level plain unfil you are wearied with the 
monotony: And you look eagerly. from the platform of 
the car toward the distant Rockies, seen dimly in the West. 
So in our life as Christians there is great variety .. God 
says, "I will make all II?-Y mountains away". The path 
where He leads His flock to-day has its mountains. There 
are steep places in the way; and the mountains are His: 
He has placed them there. He calls them "My mountains". 
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Mountains are often emblems 'of things that are difficult 
and tryit:J.g. There are many hills which are artificial. If 
you travel in mining districts in England and other coun
tries, you may see mounds of slag and refuse placed there 
by man; and a terrible eyesore they are to 'anyone who ha's 
any delight in the beautiful! Many of us are prone to 
make a great many of these artificial hills, to strew our 
pathway with imaginary difficulties, or trials of our own 
manufacture: and extremely ugly they are. But God's 
mountains are grand! All the difficulties which He puts 

.. in our path are noble and inspiring. And they are not 
hastily made, either. They are the outcome of His deep 
thought, and wisdom. and care, His deep concern for our 
training and development. Science used to say that moun
tains were largely the result of volcanic action, and they 
were !thrown up almost in an instant. Now we are told 
that mountains are greatly the o'utcome 'of long and compli
cated processes and operations. So God's mountains in our 
way are not hastily thrown up, but are planned in infinite 
wisdom, and are wQnderfully varied in form and height. 

There is an interesting fact recordeq. concerning the 
mountains in the moon. It is said that there are mountains 
hoth in the north and south poles of the moon which never 
know night. They are so strangely situa.ted that the sun 
never sets on them, and they may be called ·"mountains of 
eternal light." I am not sure whether God's mountains in 
our pathway may not also be mountains of eternal light. 
From our point of view, perhaps, through our unbelief," 
they may seem to be dark mountains. But if we have His 
presence with us Who is Light, then we shall often find 
that God's mountains are mountains of light. At any rate, 
we thank God for His mountains. He has placed them 
in the way... . 

GOD'S WAY LIES OVER GOD'S MOUNTAINS. The old Ro
mans when making roads used to make them straight. 
When they came to a hill they did not curve round it, but 
went right' over it-their road must be straight. So God 
would not haveous turn aside when we find the mountain 
difficult in our way. 0 John Bunyan caught that idea in his 
"Pilgrim's Progress". Christian very soon on his journey 
came to "Hill Diffi~ulty". What struck him was that the 
way to the Celestial City ran right up the centre of the 
hill. There were paths round the foot of the hill, one 
called "Danger", and the other, "Destruction". Formalist 
and Hypocrisy took these paths around the foot of Hill 
Difficulty, and they lost themselves, one in the wood, and 
the other on "the dark mounta'ins". But the way to the 
Celestial City is right up the centre of the Hill Difficulty .. 
John Bunyan tells us that Christian on reaching the hill 
.started to run, but soon he had to walk, and then to climb 
on his hands and knees: it: was so difficult. But he pressed 
on up the centre of the hilI. But ·Bunyan beautifully 
suggests 'that at the foot of the hill there is a spring. For 
all God's mountains there is a spring,-refreshment for us 
before we face the difficulty; something to cheer and in
spire us, to enable us to face the steep. Bunyan also says, 
"Half way up the Lord of :the hill had provided an arbour 
into which pilgrims might tum if weary, and refresh them- . 
selves before purS'uing their way". . Thus "He giveth 
power to the faint", and "As thy days so shall thy strength 

·be." God's way lies right over God's mountain. It is good 
for us that it does. The air is more pure up there than in 
the. valleys. The mosquitoes and the malaria,-the small. 
stinging and weakening trifles of life,-do· not rise up to 
mountain heights, they keep to the low levels. God's' 
mountains are bracing, and to face them is to strengthen 

the soul. A great sorrow, a great difficulty, a great trial
these are things which call out our noblest powers, and 
make men of us. Difficulty is the handmaid of excellence. 
Thank God for difficulties/ for His mountains! God's 
ways are over the mountains, but if you want to tread 
God's path, do not try to shirk the difficulties, but face 
them ·in the strength of Him who travels with you. 

THEN GoD FINDS A WAY 'oVER HIS MOUNTAINS. Th~s is 
a different thought fn~m the one we have just dwelt upon. 
Mountains look impossible sometimes in the distance. If 
you travel out toward the Rockies in this country, it seems 
for a while as if the train intended to dash itself against 
the perpendicular mountain. heights. Presently, however, 
you come to the '''Gap'', and the "Gap" is the entrance to 
the path over the mountains. God has His way over the 
mountains. Vve do not see it 'in the distance, but only 
when we are close to it. So our path must be a path of 
faith, and not of sight. We walk by faith. and, blessed 
be His name, there is no cul de sac in God's paths. He 
never leads us into places where there is no way out, and 
we have to 'retrace our steps. But for every temptation, 
however hard and trying, there is a way of escape which· 
He makes for His owp. I.t may be like a path through 
heather which you can see only when you reach it. . So 
God's path over the steep place is only seen when you 
come close to the difficulty. He makes a path over every 
mountain, so that we never need despair, as though there 
were no way over the difficulty which we see before us. . 

There is another striking figllre of Scripture: He "mak
eth a way in the sea, and a path in the It:J.ighty waters". 
Yes; God can find a way where it appears to be an abso
It~te impossibility .. Scientists tell us that they have dis
covered means by which they are able to find paths of 
light through solids. So in what seems to us to be an 
absolute block the Lord can make a way if we follow Him. 
Thus walking in company with our Divine Shepherd, we 
shall always find a way over all God's mountains. 

There is another thought in these words, "I will make 
all my mountains a way"; that 'is, GOD'S MOUNTAINS ARE 
GoD'S WAY: they form His way. He not only leads us 
over them, and makes a path for them, but the mountains 
themselves are the way. So God does not remove the 
mountains, but makes them a way for larger blessing. 
We may sometimes cry to Him, "Lord, take this difficulty" 
out of the way. I 'do wish Thou wouldest move this hard 

. thing from me, it is so trying, so difficult. Life would 
seem so beautiful if Thou wouldest take this thing out of. 
the way." But He makes ·the mountain a way,--or the 
way to victory. So do not" ask Him to remove the diffi
culty, but rather say, '''Givl'! us grace to accept the diffi
culty as the very way to larger blessing." 

I was visiting a sick woman some time since'; and she 
said, "I have always wanted to have. strong faith." I re
plied, "Well. you know how to secure it. A man does 

. not gain a powerful muscle by lounging in a drawing
room all day. Strenuous effort is needed to grow strong 
muscle. And it needs strenuous business to get strong 
faith." There must be mountain-Climbing for great faith. 
Or if we desire to gain strength, we must not cry to God 
to take the difficulty out of the way. The mountain is 
the way. Yes: all God's mountains are God's ways. No
tice also that God says, "I will make all my mountains a 
way", that is to' say, "In due time .when you breast the 
mountain it shall become a way." Thus we have seen that 
God's ways are often mountainous ways. 

(To 'be continued next week.) 
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Still More About the Women.;s Missionary 'Society 
"THAT THIS. COMPANY OF MINISTERS, AND LAY 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE B(}ARD, EXPRESS THE 
OPINION THAT THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WOMEN'S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF REGULAR BAPTISTS OF 
CANADA, AND THE AUXILIARIES THERETO, IS CON
TRARY TO THE FUN.DAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF NEW 
TESTAMENT AND BAPTIST CHURCH POLITY; THERE
FORE THE SAID SOCIETY AND ITS AUXILIARIES 
OUGHT TO BE, DISSOLVED,' OR RECONSTITUTED IN 
HARMONY WITH NEW .TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES." 

The above -expression of the colLective opIniO'll! of a meet- . 
ing Otf the ministers of the Union ,of Regular Bap-t:iJs,t Churches 
of Ontario and! QUeibee was a.greed upon at the Firidia'Y after
noon ·seslSion of a bwo da'Y'S-' confelJ.'leztJce 'of the mionistElil"S' .of the 
Union, heId! in Jarvis Stree-t Chfurch, Th,ursday and Frida.y, 
February 51th a,nd 6th. 

The rei albIon 'of the W om~'s Sodety ,to the churches amI 
to the Uni'on wa's tliscuSlSle<f from every angle during the 
f.oreno-o'Il' aOO afternoon of Thursday, and) again on Fridiay. 
The abO'Ve expression theIDed'iOire was not hastil'Y arrived at, 
but reproesents .bhe c8Jl'efu:llY' oonsdd'ereld judigment of this 
group of ministers. T.her.e were ·on!Iy f.ourteen Pa.stOO's' of 
the Union absent fl'om the c'onierene:e. W,heIII. the ,"ote was 
taken there were a.ctullllloy fif·ty-.sioc in attendance, including 
two laYmen, members ,of the Executive Board of the Union. 
The yote for the opini-on WIllS fifty-three, while' t;h:ree did not 
,"ote. If any of the absenItJ minisolieB care to :write us saying 
whether they ·approve of ;the albove, ,or other;wiJse, we sh!l!H 
be very -glad to milke a Mlastelment to that e-ffect next week 
without giving the ·names; of the- mindsber,.;. concerned merely 
tha,t it ·may be known wruat p1"o'P!Ol'tion (J,f the minislte:s of the 
Union ·aT-e in a,greement with the p'ositio'll involved in. the 
above exp'l"ession of opini,on. 

Rev. J·anne!SI McGin1a.y was, the ,speake'r at the Thurs'dl~'Y 
evening meetoing, and ;the Edt1tor 'of Th.e Gospel Witness Fri-
dray evening. -.. 

WQjl"d is re'aching The Gospel Witness eVeTY week of the 
dis'solution ·Oir reconstitution 0:1; the Auxilil10ry Sooociet;olll in 
the va:rIol;l.S chur.c'hes· -of the V moOn. We should liKe Iboo ma'ke 
it clear that s'o far as' ,bhe Edri.tc;.r -of thi,s, paper ·is con'ceTned 
~e has never oP'Pos.ed 'a "'lamen's m>i'SlSionasry sreiety beca.lise . 
I,t was compOiS.edl of women. I'll the old diaySo Ja'I"vi,s- Str-eet 
Church had two Mis·sdon Cir.cliell, :a Women's Miss,i'on ,Circle 
'and a youwr W,omen's- Mission Girele. and! in othBt' ~hurche-~ 
o! ~hlch t~e. Ed~t?r wa'!\· P.8.!s<bo~ ,before co,ming ,to Tor-onto 
sn:Illl~J:" SocletlelS eXisted'. We neve-r had the slilg.b;test ddfficulty 

. wlth. anyone of the~. But; th-es.e 'Ci~les' r-ai'sed money £Oil' 
p'l".eclsely the S'EIIme o.bJec<ils' to' wh1!ch the chfuil"Ches, wel'e co.m
miltted! -and the' Women's Board', elected by ;repr.esenJtatiV'elS. of 
Ibhe Ciol'cloes, was ol'gasnicaI1y relaJtedl obo the Gene-ral B08Jl'd 
and eo-opemted wi,th it, so obha.t churches and Circres, th~ 

(' w.omen:s Boa'l"d!andthe Geneil"all' Boaro, in ,their missionary 
enJterprlses· were aU worki'Ilig toW"aI'id the· same end. 

, Our chief objecJbion ;to the Auxiliaries is· that .they were not 
IllIbegral P!:;trtSl -of ,true oC~urches' life, hUlt, ,by the ve.ry fta.ct that 
they ad1nutted! to ·thelr mem'be!l"sohip' peiople whoo were not 
members 'Oif t;he pl8.rti-cular ohurch in Wlhi.ch .bhey f.unctioned 
pro'Ved .them ,to be. eoctra churoh orga'niza.tion'S. ' 

W e o()bject~1 tb~ them also ,beca.use, .by their Consti,tl1tioon 
they were ·g'lVen abs,~l'llltelly no Jibel'ty to dijshurse ,their o~ 
:QIndls, but were cong,lli,tubIonaUy ;requirOOl to send everY' doHar 
to the centrai· Women's treasul"lY. This objection, however 
wa~ agIgIl".a.vasted bY' Ithe foot thwt Ithe Wom'e'll.'s MlSlSJ-()narY 
Society abSlOl'llte1y.:refused! any 19Ieneral co-,ope!l'latIon with the 
Bbard ·of the Union, and selectedl entil'eIy di'fferenItJ fields 
of endeavour. I 

The Society and its AuxiN-aries there:llore constimte aIn 

utter.ly intolerable diuplicati'On of ftorces·; oand, fu.Ilther, con'" 
stitute .g; dlangeT alSi grealt as. Would two steeri-llIg'-wheel& and 
two drivers in ·the same mlQOOr C8Jl'.' • 

Auxiliaries Dissolved. 

The f.ooIo'W'ing list of ~oci1iall"'ies ha'Ve eibher &illbogether 
d~sSlOlved:, ,or have disbandted oand i"eorganized, but :bhey Me 
e'ach a part ,of Ibhe life of the chu-rch illo which rflbtey belong 
and in their missionary giving: are supporting the sam~ 
objects. to which the chul"Ches sbanld committe<}'. Centrall· 
Church, L01JldJon, and Jarvi-s Street, T'Ol'oMo, dd-ffetr fl'om the 
others in that they now ha'Ve no Women's MiISIsioOnary Society 
at aU'. Wha.t Jasrvis Street Church lMaJY h:a;v.e in the fuJbure, 
we cannot now ,say; but ilb was dleemedl inrelX.pedli.en;t at this 

. jUnoCtl11"e to form an'Y W'omoen's' MiSlS,ionaroy Society. ,to :baIke 
the pl,ace of ;the Sodety diis'Slol'Ved. wtth: Ibhe exception of 
these two ,churches, the women's loca:l 'SIociebi.etS! have mlE!!reily 
chang-ed 'bheir f.OTm ,of constitution, ·asnd) -are DiOlW' c()j-()jpel'ating 
with the- churoh and wibh the Union in 'Our generall miss·ion
ary i(ll'ogramme. 

Ou·r realders· will undersltand tha.t in -some 'of the churche-s 
there were two AuxmaTies, kno'wn as the Women's, Auxiliary 
and the Young W omen's Auxil~-a.ry. F,OIl' the p1llr.pose 'Of the 
foLlowing list we shall substitute, the tel'mos, Senior and Junior. 
Folliowing therefol'e we ,give a Hst of ;the AuxIliaries- dlis
solved, ·or disbanded and reconstiltuted': Central Chur'cIh 
Londion, Seni,OIl' and Junio'l"; Chatham, Ontario, SeniOil'; Jarvi~ 
Street, ToronJto, Sen:i,or and Juni.or; Stanley Avenue, :Ha.mdLton 
Seni1}r and JuniO'I"; Shenstone Memorial, Bl1antiorid', Senio; 
and Junior; Ambaslilador Church, Windsor, Senior· Court-. 
land, .ontad~, Senior; Essex, OnltJario, Seni,or; Ora'ngeviIle, 
OntariO, Jum()r; Mount Pleasant Road, ToOTonto, SeniO'I" and 
Junior; Ori!lia, Senior; Lindsay, Ontario, -Senior; Verdun, 
Quebe-c, Semo:r'; Wortley Road, London, 'Sen1:01'; Melrose Park, 
TooI1?nto, ,senior; Shedden, Ontario, -Se:nio'r; Fingal. On1Jar:io, 
Senwr; Calvary Churcih, Ottawa, Senl'or; Oakwood Church 
Tor-onto, Seni,or and' Junior-tWle'Ilty-five auxiliiaries i,n all. ' 

~ccording to the official 'Ol'gan ,()f the WoomenJ's Mis'SiO'Il'8Jl"Y 
Society there were '!!,ixty-four 'Sem'or Auxili:aries' and sbctelen 
JunJ-~r SocieYies. It will thus he seen thlitt Ithe eOgihteen dIi:s
s?1uti'ons. a:moong the ISeni'or Auxi-lJi.8Jl'ies m'Blke 8.!bouili twenty
el-ght per cent of dlbe total number, -asnd: the seven Juni()r 
nearl'Y fifty per cenb ,of the Juni'or Socities. ' 

. pne 'obj,ectiOOl we have hta.d' to the w'omen's Society is that 
It ha.s· professed to ,be whollY' -a faith mo:v·ement. It p1'o
fes-ses to exi-sit to .give ,testimony ibo ~ faithfulness of God 
in a'IliSlWering prayer. It pr:ofes.ses alSoo·OO make no aPIPeals foOr 
mo~·e'Y. B~t the fact. is, the card i'SS'Uoo offidaJ.ly by. the 
Soclety wohrch membersasre to sign when joining !flhe 10'ca~ 
Auxiliary, on one side hrus a money pledge fOIl"iffi, which. the 
~~:berSl are askedr to fill in w.hen they Join the Society. It 
IS Id:~e: to, S'IIIF they ·ax~. no~ as~ ,?r Ungedl to do :SIO: the printed 
card. !S In Itsel:f a'll mw.taJIaon, I·n the one case, to j,lJIin the 
Auxaliary, ,and In the other case, roo poledlge to i,ts· f.undls'. 

T-o this, we .offer no {)bjection whatever. But we dio inms.t 
th~ the S,ocie'ty and i1bs Ail.1xilioasries ought to be e:iJther: one 
thmg or the qther, and .nOlb profesS! 'O'lle Jtlrl'IlIg and pr:actise 
the ()!1;her; for toO'U'l" ce'rtai-n knowJedlge in one .society at 
l'ea:s~ wih-en mem~rs wetre behind! wi;th their p1ed'g.e they were 
r~mInded . of their ar.r.eara,ges. We are ,uD!a.ble ·to see -any 
iliffer.ence ,bebween thds melthodi 'of pl'ooedture and the one 
PUl'lSiued by th,e O'l"dJinary church, and par.ticuLairly by 'the 
chuTe-hes of the Union and the Eixoouti'Ve Board! of the UnioOn. 

We bo'!' a;H .1lhe .chu1"e:he.Sl PT:/lly. We 8Jl"e SUX·e the Executive 
of -~he l!mon p.1'IaoY's. But we have. 'objected !flo tthe Women's 
~oclety. Profess~ to ope!l'lB.lte its, wOIl"k wh()lly ()n f.a.ith, when 
Its offiCial :OO'gan IS really fun of indlireet appeals. Wili'at else 
ean, ,be. ,said of ala t~e diSC'Ulssions 'about tidlhi-llIg· and gi,ving, 
al).'<i stIl,1 more ISpecificall'Y Wihen the Wiomen j,lJIining either' 
Senior or Junio-r A'IlXliUa,ries ar:e IlISlkeKll :to ,p1edige to :their fundls ? 

., 
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An Apology to Rev. Henry W. Uffelin 
AND AN EXPLANATION 

In The Gospel Witness of FebrUiar,y 27oth, 1930, a letter was' 
puh1is'hed ,over tibe name ,of Dr. T. 1. Stockley, dealing with 
Rev. Henry W. U:f.felin"s· !l."el8ltioon ilio the Jamaica Baptist MiS'-
5lion. That letter seriO'Usly refloo1ledJ u.pon the honoUil" IO!f M"",. 
Uffelin as 'a Chr.Mrt.ian minister. The Gospel Witness, sincerely, 
heartily, and wirtlho-ut any reSlerve, l8ipoliog'izeis, <flo Mr. UffeHn, 
for reasons hereinafter stated, 'fOO" baving published the fol
lowings~"be!ment: 

"I,t is weH that aU FundamentalliSit churches in the 
United! States slhould know ilihat Mr. Uffelin :h'as no offi
ctal oonnroti'on w'hatev.er with ilihe above Mission. 

"Some months since letters came if·rom the Coonmittee 
·of the Mission "to the WIl'i!l;er containing these ,Sitaitements: 
'We ha'Ve cut off cOImecUon with MT. Uf;fei1in, 'aIDe: odo not 
wish 'him' eithe!l." i1lo appear to represent us, or tOi make' 
a·ny ·app·eal on ()I1lIl" hehalf. This inf.ormation is being sent 
:to Mr. Uffel!in I8Ind to :his OOIIllIIlittee. in Ne.w Yol'k. 
Further, the presoence of Mr. UffeU:in in JllIJIIl!aIica again 
wHl not -be we1coone.' . . . . 

"It was ce!I."ta'inly disappointing enou.glh Ithiart of 11111 the 
money ooIBectedi by Mr. Uffeloin flJ.'loIn Am'6rican churches 
f,OIT the J'amaic'a Baptist MiS:SJi'on, nolt one cenll; 'has: eWl!." 
re'ached the work~s on that needly :f.ield." 
Learning tha·t Mr. Uffelin was :too ,be in Toronto foT' the 

. week Ibeginning Feibruary 8th, 'a oonfeTence .. wl8lS· arranged: in 
the· Editor'·s' ·office. There We!l."oIlI p"",esent, Rev. JlOIhn 'Muntz, 
of Forestvil:le, N.Y.; Rev. H. ,C. Fulton, F·h·st Baptist 'Churcih, 
Buffalo; Dr. T. I. Stockley, Mr. Uffelin, and the Editor. An 
examination of ooeumems prodUC'eid! r,evealed! ;the :lioHowiIlJg 
facts': Thwb with DT. Sto,ekleoy'si fuiLl 'approval a ci.reula:r 1et1le!l." 
was iSSlUoedl ·in Ithe 'summer ·of 1927, ;pTopolsing the raising of 
$600.00 or $700.QO .. to ewer the ~pense ,of a Bibl-e-.teaching 
ibour !by Mr. Uffe1in to the Jamaioa Baptist Chul"ches ,to 18iSlt 
about six months. This drcu]ar letter br.ought in apP!I."oxi
ma.tely $300.00. 

During the late ·summer a COImlmittee of sleven or eight 
members residoent ,in New Y'ork was formed, 'Of Wihich M!I.". 
Frank v. Gaot~s', ·of Cenkal Baptist Clhurch, was ChaiI'!mJan, 
and Mr. E. C. Mille""" then of .Central B3Ip,tist Ohurch, was· 
Executive ISecre.tary. 

Mr. UffeIin went .to· J'arrnaic'a in May, 1928, for 'a Bible
teaclting tour among the churches, ;returning 00 the Umted 
States :f.o·r deputati'on work in A'lligIUst. Mr. Uffe1in went 
again to Jamai.c:a, February, 1929, returning to Ithe Untted 
States in Septem:b:e:r ;for deputation wOl"k. He went baok 
ag,ain to J·ama.ica, ,sali~i'llg from N eIW Yo()~, February 1-9th, 
1930, remaini.ng until December 12th, ~930. During these 
visits MT. Uffelin m~nister,edl in ahout one hu·ndrad! and! twenty 
of the Bl1!ptist Ohurches: . 

During 1928 the NeIW York Co-mmittee rooeived.t $1,405.08, of 
which amount $1,054.70 went to MT. Uflfellin for his, .su'PPOO'lt 
and that 'of his family, and! $340.38 for traV'e11in-g and fieold 
ex.penses. In 1929 the Oomlm!ittee received $2,062.65, of which 
$578.65 waS' s'Pent 'on travelling and· fiel<J! expenses, and 
$1,484.00 :f.or the S'llPP'OO'It ·of MT. Uff.el~n '8Indi Ms faornHy. In 
1930 the Committee received a total of $1,275.00, $281.()0 of 
which was S'Pent f·OIl" rt;ra-v:elldng 'andi fieLd! expense, and $994.00 
ror Mr. Uffelin's support. 

It will thius be oSteen that Dr. :StoC'ldey'.s letter was OOl"l'lOOt 
in this, that the amount received hy Mr. UffeIin'S' oCommIDt
tee wa'S' SlUfficiem onlly rbo cover 'hois ex:peins.es, and! 00 m~e 
a VeTY meagre ·a;Howanoo to him :flor the SIlpport of himself 
and his family. This means, ,of COU!l."Sle, :there was no surplus 
to send to .the work of the BaptWt Mission in J-amadca. Dr. 
Si1loc.k:ley's .Jette!!." there:liore WI8lS: CON,ect in stating that "of all 
the moneY' c.o:lleOOedi hy MT. Uffelin :flrom Ameriean churches 
for the Jamaica Baptist Missions, not one cent has ever 
l"eBlc.hed :the WOil'Irers ·on that neiedly field." . 

Our examinati,on of the documeilibs' produced at the 000-
ferenee referred to oshOlWed :thiat the CoIll!IIllittee of the Bap
tist Union m Jamaica wrote Dr. StookJey to thiS. effect: 

"We halVe cult ,off oonnoelCtion :wirth Mr. Uffelin, I!Ii11IdI dio 
not wish him either 00 appea:r to represent us:, Oil" to maike 
any a'Ppeal '0Il1 ou.r .~hoa'lf. This inifOITIDIaotio'n is bel'ng sent 

to Mr. Uffeloin and to his Committee. in New Y'ork. 
Fu·rthe!l.", the presence of Mr. UffeHn in J8Imaiea agl1!in 
will not be w~lcOlJllJe." ,'. 
Dr. Stockley naturally RSSlUmed: iflhat the OommWtee in 

J'amaica "had done ·as they ;hladl Slaid'---'lldlvis~ Mr. Uffelin and 
,his oCommi,ttee in .N.ew Y'ork of th~ir action. . We findi, ih!ow
ever, thaJt no wore was sent either :to M!I.". Uffelin OIT to :his 
CO.Il1JIllltttee until Februla:ry, 1~30, When letters were aJdidiressed 
to :both under date of FIe'Ibrua;ry 18th. TheSie lett~s were 
WTitten on the offieial staotionery of the J'aIlllIaica Baptist . 
U nron, weTe un.s-igned, 'but We!l."e .presumably written by the 
Secretary, Rev. T. Gordon Somers. 

M:r. Uff,eHn sailed f.l"om ·New York :f.o"", Jlaomaica, FebruaT,y 
19th, 1930, ,one day af.ber the le.ttersl from J'amaica were writ
ten. The Jaomaic'a letter came to New Yiork, and! :flol1owed M·r. 
Uffe1i·Ii back to J1amaica, and was not received by Mm until 
near the end of ·Maron. M'l". Uffemn M"l'ivoo in Killtgls/ton, 
J'amaica, at the AnnU'al Meeting of the J amaroa BBiptist Uni'on 
cn February 24th, ·and ill; was not ll!Iltil ihi.sarr.ival there that 
'he learned! 'his, connection w.ith the work of iflhe Misosion had 
!been terminated. . 

We desire rbo make it pl'ain, therefore, that whi.1e Mr. U ffelin 
was continuing.to represent the JaJniaica MiSisi·on in the Un~
ted States he was 81C1tiIlJg illl g.ooo ifaith. Weare bound to say . 
that the action of the Committee in Jamaica in reaching a de
cision in October, and permitting Mr. Ulfelin to continue his 
work in ignorance of their action until the following February, 
is responsible for this whole misunderstandi~g. 

When D;r. Sto,ckI,ey wroltehis' lette"", :lio"", The Gospe(Witness; 
he. sU'Pposed Mr. Uf:flelin had been advised .. On the othe!l." 
hand, M,r. Uffelin, whHe continui.ng to· l"epr.esent JiaJmlaiea, 
was in entire ignomnce of the J'amaiea Committee's action. 
Our investigation leads us to llhe conclusion that Mr. Ulfelin 
has acted jn good faith throughout in this matter, and that 
there is nothing in this transaction tlhat would justify anyone 
in withholding or withdrawing from Mr. Ulfelin the confi
dence to which a Christian minister of untarnished reputa
tion is entitled. "The Gospel Witness" therefore sincerely 
apologizes to Mr. Ulfelin for the publication of the misinfor
mation contained in Dr. Stockley's letter. On the other hand, 
it should be clearly understOod that Dr. Stockley was acting 
in good faith, and wrote on the) basis of what had already 
been COMmunicated to him, believing that the same .word had 
been sent to Mr. Ulfelin. . " . 

'Dhe l'E!Il1iP'oDlS~bnity :f.or this who-Ie mi.sillnde!l.".standing, there
fure, :re'sts with the OO'IIlIlnittee in J·I1!lIl'aica. 

',In 'l"e's'Pect :Ilo the questio.n 'of the prevalenc,e of Modiernism 
in .. 1fue Jamaica Baptist Unio~ The Gospel Witness, alii present 

---can ,make no .pronouncement. The Ibrethren :participating in 
the conference 'aTe 'an abso'11ite uni.t ,on 1ih"is' p·oint, that no one 
,of them will eiiliher SolJpp'OTt or oondone M,ooernism anyw:he;re. 
The Gospel Witness is communioating wi,th: the officials of the 
JamaJiea Baptist Union on this .subject, I1!nd! when ful[ informa
tion has been obta~ned the resrulit Qf o.ur enqlUiri-eisl will be 
pUlbl·ished in The Gospel Witr;ess, 

(Signed) THOMAS T. ,SHIELDS. 
The undiell'lsigneld oonferees ha'Ve read the above stat-ement 

by :tfue Edliotor ·of The Gospel Witness, and ar,e in entire agree-
ment tiheTe~h. . 
(,Sigm.edI) H. C. ,!<'ULTON. I HENRY W. UF'FELIN. 

T. 1. STOOKLEY. JOHN MUNTZ. 
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his liberation should come later. Th~ not understood! ,by .. the woQll'ld, but the 
duration of 'the imprisonment of the Child of -God knows thei.!" signJificance, be
officers is not stated, hut ina.smuchas cause he is enliglhtened .by the Holy 
their cases were d:ecided on Pharaoh's Spirit, (I Cor. 2.:[4). 
bIrthday, it is thought .they 'had .been de- "A--'. the chi--" butler ;"-ld his -'._ ......... 
tamed since ;the previous, ·anniversary. In IW .,... ,IiV Ul----..' 

reference to J,oseph, note th~t godly ,to Joseph", (v. 9). The naW'l"e of the 
character will manifest itself IUnder' all dream ~as ,simple, and pertained to the 
circumstances, and the evMence ,of it will .~cupation of the man, (vs. 9-11). .Ai!i 
be clear to those who' come in contac:t m :parables, so in dreaJDlS God uses tihe 
wIth it. EilCp~'anation may !be made ,of ordinary affail'lS of life wherein to make 
of ,the secret of Joseph's' influence, in his knO!Wn His will. Joseph was enabled to 

Lesson text: Genesis, chapter 40. right reIationship with God; ,and the need give an immew·ate interprebation wherein 
Golden Text: "And they said unto him, and blessedness of living in this manner he predicted the release of the prisoner 

We have, dreamed a dream, 'and .these days. - J o,seph's inftuoence was within three days, and his restoration :to 
there is no interpreter of it. And good, great, godly, 'encou'raging, over- ·the fav0ll! ·of his ~,tler, (VIS. 12, .13). 
Joseph said unto them, Do not inter- coming, and effective. Such an'mtel'lpreta.-tlon was God-glv:en, 
pretations belong to God?· tell me II THE BUTLER'S DREAM ( 5 favourable, enooul"ag:iilll~ ,and true. After 
them, I pray you."--Gen. 40: 8.' • vs. -, stating the interpretatIon Joseplh makes 

. " 15). -'__ d d 'b h f a ll"equest that he ,be remembered by ,the 
1. IMPRISONMENT OF PHARAOH'S And they Uin,a?De 'a r~am, ot.o butler after his release "Burt; 'think of ;me 

BUTLER AND BAKER, (vs. 1-4). them, each ,man hIS dream m one nIght, h . 'h II b n" h h 'and 
In previous lessons we have -noted the eaeh :man a:ccording to the intel1pretation w en I~ sa' e we WIt t 00, . , 

.fact of the ,bestowment of God's favOlUr of 'his dream the .butler and .the .baker show kmdn~s, I pray thee, Ilmto me, and 
J h I .<-.... ' I "h ef I f th k' f' E t h' h bo nd make mentIon of me u,nto Pharaoih,. and ,upon osep. n 'wIl'S esson·u e.us, u -? e m.g 0" gyp, W LC ~ere. u f bring .me out of ,this hoose", (v. 14). 

ness 'arising ,therefrom is manifestElid. In the pnson , (v. 5). Th~ suJbJec~ 0 Josenh 10n.D'S fOT fl'leediom althouD'h 
:Because he was in touch with' God Joseph dreams we 'have noted In .nreVIOlUS :t'._ ,- "" 
'was a 'bl-s;noO' iUn-·to .others. Sufferl.ng In sson:s God 'chose this mea~s ~t times pati~n~ly and f~thfullys~ng God ~ 

""" --.. ~f ·ak·· 1_ • th " .... _- Ad' ,captIvIty. He IS also OOnsCIOU'S 'Of ·hIS unjustly, and under ,trying ciroum.- o. an mg ....,nown. ,e CLI\lUWL~e. n In innocence in all his trials' "And· here 
,stances, he cOlllld, yet interesot hims'el! in thIS case He !revealed ,to trhese men ,the I.s h" ul 
others, and hel.p them. His example.is fate 'awaiting them. The e.ft'ect of the a 0 hav~ I done not lllJg ~t otihey shoO d 
.an encouragemeillt t'O us to do likewise. dr,earn UIpOn the men was ,to make them pu~ m~ mto th~ dung~~ , (v .. 16) •. The 
,Sometimes, under trial, we ibecome dis- sad; and when J.oseph c'ame in unto them InJustIce. of hIS posJ.~I,!n. !mIght have 
couraged, a·nd 10soe co.ntact with .God, and in the 'morning he noticed their sad caused ibI1;~ess of Sp,lrI.t lD Jo.seph, bl~t 
take no inte'res't in the we'lfare of others, countenances. "And he ,asked Plharaoh'.s ~ kept 'hLm calm and sweet. In this 
heooming wellnigh useless' to God a'ild officeTS ,that were wi.th him. in the ward he, IS a type ,of 'our Lord, Who e;ared so 
·man. But tliJs need not be, fur if we of his. 10m'S :house, sayin'g, Wherefore muclh for those who Ol'lPosed HIm that 
are in the Une of His will,all things look ye so sadly to-day?" -In ,this en- H~ pTayoed f.or them~ ~iLuke 23:34), and 
work together fur our good, (Rom. 8:28) quiry is seen Joseph's interest in hI.s fel- t~I'S we am also. eJl(Jomed to do, ~.lJuJke 
am, we can :be UseflUl. in helping others. -low prisoners, 'and his kindness of heart 6.28). ~et;u.s VIew all .ou.r ~xpene~ 

"And P.haraoh was WIl"oth against two toward them. It is D'Ot likely that at from the. Godward aspect and Jon the lIght 
'Of his officers, against the chief of the any time they would be particularly of 'eter~uty, and we shall b~ the ~tter 
ibutlers, and against the chief (Jof the cheerful-their fate was ,too certain foOr !lI~le ,to bear our burdens and SlUStai'III 9lJir 

-bakers. And he pout them in ward in .that; but ,on this occasi!OD .they were ,trIals. 
-the house of the capbain ,of the gillard, more-sOO'z:ow:f.ul than USlUal. T,he coo:nten- III. THE BAKER'S DREAM, (vs. 16-
into th'e ,priSlGn, the place where Joseph ance-.betrays the condition (Jof the heart, 19). ' 
was bound", (V's. 2, 3). These officers and the Lord's people ought ,to be observ- The favoura'ble interpretation given to 
were probably persoons :of ihigh rank, hav- ant ·of -ot7hers in order to help them in the butler's dream encouraged the baker 
'ing considerable responsibility attached their distresses. Lt will help 'UIS in ·our to make known, his drell!m, whicll, .of a 
to their offices. The butler was not only troubles if we bake an jntere'st; in -othoers similaT simple naw'l'e, ;received- an en
the cupbearer of the king, hu.t the oOver- ~n their tri,&s. This is our privilege and ,tirely d~fferent kind .of interpretation, 
seer of ;the royal vineyards and wine- duty. Emp'hasis may be laid 'llJPOn this, "Yet witiliin ,three days" Joseph infomned 
cellars, pr,obably !hav:ing some Jm·ndoreds and the exam'Ple of our Lord pointed 'Out. him, "shaH Pharaolh tift II1p thy hea:d 
,'Of 'Pers·ons under ihim. The baker, or cook, He was interested in other,s unto the from off thee, ,and shall hang thee on a 
was the supe'l'intendent of all I\;;hat re- very last, ·and when He was 'hanging on tree; and the birds M'aIl eat thy fleislh", 
lated to the p;rov:i.sioOn of meals for the the Cl'OSS He spoke Uonto the thief heside (v. 19). In this'is descrj,bed one form 
royal table. Conoern,ing their offence, him, (Luke 23:4:3), and to His mother, ,of Egyptian eaopital punishment where 
'nothing is said. It is ,sim'Ply s'bated! that and! favourite disciple, (Jo,hn 19:25-27). the .per8:O'D! js decapitated. and his head
-they "had offended their lord, the iking' We should, theref·ore, i,n this, :as in all less body is left hanging 'On a tree to !be 
of Egypt," (v. 1). Under such ·an auto- thi,ngs, follow in His steps, (I Peter 2: devoured ,by 'l"aV'enous birds. It ffilUSot 
.eratic monarch it was 'Dot a difficult 21). It may further be shown that if have been haxd fOT J.oseph:.to make 
'matter rto give 'offence, and the punish- we are 'Dot interested in others we ·are known sudh a ifate .to. this hopeless 
-ment was not .always meted oOut in ac- not obedient unto our Divitle Master, cre'atu,re, but he had to ,teH 'him ;the .truth. 
-coroance with the glUilt. 'and we are lacking in HIs Spirit. He The Interpretation was ,true, sad, ana 

The p,risoon in which the officers were ·had compassion upon the people, (Matt. God-given. Note may also ,be made of 
-placed! was situated in 'an outer ,p&l't of 9:36), and wept over Jerusalem, (:Lu·ke .the priv:ileged position oOf J,oseph 'as ,the 
'·the house of Potiphar, ,the captain of the 19:41). How much weeping have we olDIO'Uthpiece of God • 
. :gUard. It was here that Joseoph was do·ne? 
oonfined. "And . the cBIP,tain .of the g.ua.rd The aIlJSwer given to Joseph's enquiry IV. THE FULFLLMENT OF THE 

.charged Joseph w.ith them, and he served is, "We have dreamed' a .eke'am and there DREAMS, (vs. 00-23). 
them, and they continued a season in is no interlpretati.on of W', (v. 8). They T.he.f,u:1filment of the d'relllllllS occurred 
-w'ard", (v. 4). In the previ'ous chapter knew that their direams were si'gnificant, just in the manner desCil'ibed' ,by JosepIh,' 
'it was .the keeper of the prison who com.- but they we:re not aware ·of ,the meani~- On the third day, which was P.haraoh's 
mitted to Joseph's hand all the prisoners, of them. They were tiherefore in "81 ,birthday, the butler was restored .to his 
(39:'22); :here .it is the captain. of the conditi·on of suspense'. And such is a position, and the baker was hanged. The 

:guard. It would seem as if the latter trying condItion. "And J'os'eph said unto 'birthday of Pharaoh :was observed with 
had oo.me to ,believe in Joseph's innocency them, Do ,not intel'pretationos belong to much magnificence, and many prisoners 
in relation ,to ,his su.pposed offence, and God? 'tell me them, I pray you." These r-e'Ceived pardon. "Yet d·id not the chief 
-he must have esteemed him worthy ,to men knew not the s,e'cret of Divine revel- bu,tler r,emember Joseph, but f'Or,gat 
'have 'given into his charge two such not- ation, but J'oseph understood it; ,because him", (v. 23). Overj:oyed at his· resbor
,able priS'Oners,. There may have:been he knew God. It is the person who lives ation, al!-d engaged 'again with ihois daily 
reasons for his detention of J·os'eph in in closest t-ouC'h with .the Lord who is dlU.ties,:he tOOl'IgOilJ the moan wh'O had' helped. 

,prison after discovering his innocence, of the mo'st use to others. Lnterpreta- God Wlas .in the maJtter, however, and 
:possibIy the chief reason ;relating to 'his ti01l8 .belong 00 God, and He makes them according 11;0 His purpose remembrance 

:family's shame. But u.nderlyinog all was known throug:h His' servants. Many was to come later, when if was to be 
-the ,pU-l'Pose 'of God; it was His will that things going ,on in the present day are most useful. 

" 
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. FULL SPEED AHEAD! 
FolJtowing ·the Pastors' Oonie·renee 

meld in J'arvis Street Baptist Ohurch, 
Toronto, February 5th and 6th, when 
every iphali!e of the work in the V;n~on was 
-discussed and the relationship and status 
of the Awd:Iiaries of the Women's' Mis
sionary Society to the OhurCh was fully 
considered, many matters of importance 
were dealt with and s·ai1s were set for 
fulll speed ahead. 

All sessio;ns .of the Oonference were 
well attended and Pas,tors fl"om 80S! far 
.east as 'SaW}"erville, Quebec, 'and as far 
west as Kenora; .ontario, wel"e regis
<teredo 'Dhe evening public meetings· at
tracted about tln-ee thousand people and 
the addresses given, Thu;rSld~y evening, 
by Rev. James McGinIay of DOi!!-don, and 
Flriday evening by Dr: T. T. Sh~elds', ~oO
ro.nto, were masool'1P1eces de~mg WIth 
the subject in hand. The follo'Y1ng s,tate
ment was passed 'at the Friday aftern.oon 
meeting: 

"That tMs oom!p'any ·of ministers, 
and llay members' of the Eixecutive 
Board e~ess tihe 'opinion' that the 
Oonstitution .of the Women's :Mission
ary Society of Regular .Ba:ptists oOf 
Oanada, and the Auxiliaries' thereto, is 
con trary to the' f.undamentd priIlJCiplleS 
,of New Testament and: Baptist Churcih 
polity; ·therefore the said Soc~ety a.nd 
its AuXiliaries ought to !be dlssolved, 
or reconstituted in_harmony with New 

. Testament iprineilples." ... . ... 
FULL SPEED AHEAD IN OUR HOME 

MISSION WORK 
Twenty-f.our Cla·uses are supported 

regullllrly and ill; is well to remember that 
during the past three. years :three hun
dred 'and fourteen 'baptisms were reported 
on Home M,issi.on fields and there we're 
one hundred amI ninety-seven other ad-
diJoions. . 

l.'he foOllowing are reports·, l"ecently re
ceived,. from some Home Missi.on causes: 

Fort William 
In this far westerly dty we :have a 

testimony which has ·been as a ligihJt UJp
on a hiH fur many wh>o have fO'lliIld Christ. 
The Ohureh building is small and ·at the 
present time because ,of the cIosin,g down 
of many plants, the unemployment sit
uation is serious. Past.oral support has 
been !given to this Church at .the ;rate ·of 
$25 monthly with ~ 'special grant IOf 
:$200 wiiJhin the past yea.r. PraY' for 
Fort Wi~lia:m. A recent letter advises 
that under the leadersh1p >of Rev. G. F. 
W'atts Sltelildy ~ro'gress is Ibeing made. 
The :members have cOiIloSClC1"ated them
selves for servic'e ·and three have re
'centlyaecepted Ohrist ,as SavioOur. • •• • • 

Miner's Bay . 
On .this· scattered field the missionary 

finds a Igreat deal to do. He ministers 
to several CllI\lses eaCIh week and is a 
'shepherd of the hills in ,a very true sense. 

Rev. Oscar ;Boomer took up :the wOl'k wood Ave. Baptist Ohureh, Toronto, d~s
laid d.own by Mr. Mell·ish and ihe reports solved and' reorganized as an auxi!liary 
that ~t Head La:kethe sclwol h.ouse is of the Chure·h. On Sunday evening, Feb. 
filted beyond tits seating c8IPacity 'IIInd Bth, the Young WoOmen's' Auxilia.ry also 
extra benches must.be secured. At took this CO'Ilrse. 
M'Oore's Falls ·a;n·d at 'Buller's obhe services • • • • 
a.re also encOIUil"aging but 'at Dong.ola ~nd Chatham 
at UphiH t.he work is particularly diffi- The Lord 'has 'been saving sOUo~s in 
cult. At UphiU it Ihas lbeen iniflimated Ohatham Regu'la·r Ha:ptist Chureh and 
that ·tihe school house will ;no loOnger be Rev. W. N. Charlton is rej'oicing that In 
availa.ble f01" serviees. The.need is g:r~t. the last few weeks h~ :has seen 'several 
Pray very definitely :l)or this· field<. . A come out 'bold!l:y fur Ohrist. A recent 
speeial meetiong f.or the members' of the letter asked that definite prayer Ibe made 
Miner's Bay Baptist Ohuroh was held foOr a y,oung woman who was under deep 
in ttihe Ohurch building 'on F®ruary Bth. conviction out who WillS unwi1i1'iin!g to 
This is the only Baptist Ohuroh bullding surrendJe1". Before this request, !however, 
on the field. Its members are SJC'attered ·could be made .pUlblic, w,ord was received 
over ·a J.arge ·area and it 1S 'only possible that 'she had accepted· the 'provision 
for thelm to come together occasionally Ghrist had made for her. 
to partake of the Lord',so Supper. • • • • 

• • • • Annette St., Toronto 
Walsh The Annual Meeting of Annette St. 

This pastorlesS field is maintaining 'Baptist ,Ohurch, Toronto, was Iheld on 
tw.o ·prayer meetings weekly and reports, J.anuary 22nd and encouraging reports 
in spite .of road conditions, :lihat services were received fl"QID al1 dE!iPartments~ 'Dhe 
'are well attended. Students J. Dempster, general receipts totalled! $1Q,764.:l5, of 
J. Armstrong, L. Hisey and P. Albriel which $5,042.59 was allocated t.o M'is-
have recently sup·pIned: slOo1liS'. Forty-one were l"eceived into :the· 

MARCH 1st 

HUGHSON STREET SUNDAY 

All Churches of the Union are 
Observing a 

SPECIAL OFFERING DAY 
To assist in taking care of the 

Hughson Street Trial Costs. 
Further Announcement Next Week. 

chureh fel1uwship during the year. The 
memhership now numbers three 'hundred 
and seventy-eight and souls are being 
saved under the faithful ministry of Rev. 
W. J. H. Brown. The chu'l"ch has recent
ly had- the 'O!PPortunity of hearing Rev. 
J'ohn Hall ·and IRev. Al"Ilhur Lee of Africa: 
and lias-t Lord's day, Rev. A. J. 'Lewis 
supplied the puLpit ,while Pastor Brown 
ministel"ed .to the Nenton St. Ohureh, 
Kitchener. Mr. Lewis is 'always at ihome 
in Annette Street and! it wa's' a day of 
rejoicing in the Dord. . . . . ,.., 

Runnymede Road Baptist 
East flamboro . Rev. P. B. Loney, who is commencing 

The mem~rs of the F'lamlh<?ro East his ninth year as pastor, p;residedi 'at 
Re~'U.'Iar BlliP'la~t Church held ifihelr annual- IIhe annual meeting of the' rtunnymede 
busmess meeting .on J anua::y Bth. The Road B8IPtist Church ·last nig.ht. The 
Ohurch :has prospered OOl'lng the .pas,t reports showed an increase in member
year '1,mder the pas·torate of Rev. R. K. s'hi:p and ·in the congregati'Onal activi
Gonder. Six have been baptised and ties. Receipts from aN sources amount
these have been r~i~ed into the Ch;ureh. ed! to $7,200 including more than $5,000 
F·oUiI' 'others have Jlomed by experIence. in the cut·rent account, $'1,652 for mi.s
All departments of ;the IChut;ch work sions, $'1,OB7 building ;fund, $651 SuiIlday 
showed progress ,and the oiferlngs from Schoo;l. .The school :replOrted a ron of 
all sourees. were ,StPlendidl~ maintained. 160- members. A vote of appreciat~on 

• • • ,.. and' approval .o,f ifihe lP'astor and a IP'Fedge 
Fingal and Shedden of loyalty and c.o-'operati'l>n in the future 

It· is repol"ted that the Women's Mis- was un.animouslY'Passed. 
sionary Auxil~aries of the Shedld.~n and A .ser~es ·of. two weeks special meet
Fi.ngal Churches have recently dissolved ings wiU commence on ,Sunday, 'Feb .. 15th, 
to be l'Ie()ll"ganized as Auxiliaries to the when the Pastor will preach. 
Chureh. M.onday, Feb. 16iJh-Rev. W. E. At-

• .., .., • kinson. 
French Work Tuesday, F'eb. 17th-Rev. W. N. Oharl-

Rev. Arthur St. James ,presented the ton, of Chatham. 
cl'airns .of French evangelizllltiOlll to Wednesday, Fe!b IBth-F'riday, Feb. 
LondoOn friends on :Sunday ~last. 20th-Rev. J·oIhn Hall 'of Afric'a. -

• • • • Sund'ay, Felb. 22nd to Thursday, Feb, 
Oakwood, Toronto 26th-'Rev. C. J. 'Loney .of Hamilton. 

On Thursday, Febl'luary 5th, the w.o- Frid'ay, Feb. 27th .. ..:....Rev. James Mc-
men's MissioilliBry Auxiliary of the Oak- Ginley of London. 


