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. (Steno.graphically Repprted) . 

"Now the Go.d of 'peace, that bro.ught ·again fro.m the dead our Lord Jesu~, that great shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood (If the everlasting' co.venant, . . 

"Make you perfect in every: good work to do. his will, wo.rking in yo.U that whi~h is w-ellpleasdng 
in his sight, through Jesus ,Christ.~'-Nebrews 13:20, 2'1. . 

. We are to come, at· the' close of this service, once again 
to. t)1e Table of the. Lord, when we are to remember His 
sacrificial death in our behalf; and it is well that we should 
give thought frequently to tq.e· symbolic significance \ of 
this feast. It is, indeed, I believe, profitable for Qhristians 
very frequel.').tly to examine~the foundations; to give "dili
genceto make their calling and election' sure" ; to investi
gate the ground of their hope, lest "they should deceive 
themselves, or be deceived by the great deceiver. 

It is always an inspiration to faith to fi~d that we are 
on the right road, that we are resting upon .the one and 
only Foundation. As we thus. look again to that which 
lies at the heart of the Christian gospel we may find not 
only a tonic for the faith of such as are the children of. 
God, but, may be enabled tQ make plain the way of life 
to those who as yet have not found it. 

. It is not, then, a h1.tman covenant. There can be no' 
human element in it whatsoever, for if it were it could not 
be everlasting. If. the covenant here referred to depended 
upon 'huma~ faithfulness, upon human ability to keep 
one's vow, then we might be sure soofier or later the 
covenant would be broken. Covenants between nations are 
supposed t~ be inviolable, and yet· the "scrap of paper" 
incident is still fresh in the memory of millions of people. 
There was a time when the marriage covenant was held 
to be sacred, but there are places wnere the divorce mills 
are busy dissolving even that covenant, although it ought to 
be sacred until the end of life. But even apart'fr,om that, 
it it> at length dissolved by the great enemy, death, so that 
it cannot ~e everlasting. 

. At the basis o~ national constitutions there is a covenant, 
as, for example, in the British North America Act, by 
which the Provinces of Canada wer,e brought into one 

I. Dominien, under one government. There was a covenant 
OUI' te~t speaks of "an everlastingcovena~t". WHAT to which the then existing Provinces wer!! party, but it 

COVENANT IS HERE' REFERRED TO? Surely it is unique in was not "everlasting". Provision was made for its amend
that it is called' an "everlasting" covenant, for wpere ment-and it has been amended and changed from time 
among human documents can you find such an instrument, to time. 
something that is never changed, never amended, never - Those of you whose atlases date back twenty years will 
violated at any point, but is kept in its entirety, "ever- . be rather puzzled with the national boundaries as vou 
lasting" ? study the map of' Europe. Maps have been remade • 
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treaties have been annulled~none of them were ever
lasting", because there was a human element in them. But 
here is a covenant that never has been changed, and never 
can be changed. It is everlasting in its very nature, and 
in all its terms. I say, that, in itself, excludes from it 
every human element, and stamps it as being unique. 

Who, then, are the parties to this covenant that abides'! 
The Persons of the gl9rious Trinity, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. God made the covenant with Himself. The 
Old Testament is full of atIusions to it. Its first disclosure 
to the minds of men was when God announced one of its 
terms, that He would send a Seed by which the head of 
the serPent should be bruised. . 

But if you turn the pages of the Old Test;:tment you 
will find that everywhere God is disclosing a plan which 
was made from all eternity. He is announcing the out
working of His purpose, and the coming of Someone Who 
by ~nd by is to f!Jlfil all the terms of this covenant. 

It is called an "everlasting" covenant. That means, of 
course, that it cannot be improved . . We can improve our 
agreements; for sometimes when yuu have set your signa
ture to certain covenants you wish that you cot~ld write 
theJ71 over again, because something has been omitted, or 
something has been added which ought to have been 
omitted. The very idea of permanence, of everlastingness, 
postulates perfection. Here is a covenant which ·cannot 
be improved upon. It was settled .and nnished from the 
beginning, and is so ordered as to provide all that is 
necessary for man's salvation. 

What a blessing it is that there is Someone Who is able 
to see the end hom the beginning! When God ordained 
two lights, the one to rule by day, and the other by night, 
He made each one aqequate for His purpose, and suited 
for the mission it was to fulfil. I have never heard that 
it has been necessary to attempt to increase the. volume of 
the sun, or the brightness of. the moon: "WQ.atsoever God 
doeth, it shall be for ever.". 

Before the foundations of the world were laid this 
covenant was ordered, and was so perfect in all particu
lars that it has never needed to be changed. It is rather 
late for the theological professors to attempt it! -Those 
who would amend the gospel are rather behind time. The 
fact is, it was finished long before our arrival. It has 
.never been changed-and can ~,ever be changed, because 
it is part of God Himself, is perfect, as He is perfect. 

There is no necessity for change, because there is no 
unwillingness on 'the part of the Parties of the covenant 
to fulfil its terms. Sometimes people change their minds; 
they pro1l}.ise something,· and then become reluctant to 
fulfil their word, because they haye taken a different view 
of things from what they had when they made the promise. 
But God does not change His mind. He is "the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever". All perfections reside in 
Him, and He is just as willing to fulfil the terms of this 
covenant to-day as He was when first the covenant was 
made. 

We often quote, "God so loved the. world that he gave 
his only begotten Son". In that text the love. of God is 
really written in the past tense, because it relates' there to 
the manifestation of that love in the gift of His Son. 
But God is just as willing to give His Son to-day as He 
was when, in the fulness of time, God sent forth His Son 
"made of a woman". God has never repented of. His 

, great Gift to a sinful wqrld. He loves us just as much 
as He did before the worlds were made. 

If you turn to the old Testament you will find the voice 
of the Son speaking, "Lo,- I come: in the volume of the 
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my 
God." And when Jesus, after the unfolding of the cen
turies did actually come, and God was manifest in the 
flesh, He still delighted in the will of God. His whole' 
life was spent in obedience to that will. He came down 
from heaven to do His Father's will, and never di9 He 
find that will irksome or wearisome; never had He any 
occasion to repent of His eternal promise that in due time 
He would come as the Mediator of the divine covenant 
that in Him its provisions might be fulfilled.' 

Nor is there, nor has fhere ever been, nor could there 
be, any unwillingness on the part of the Holy Ghost, for 
the Old Testament was written by men as they were 
"moved by the Holy Ghost". The record of the grad.ual 
preparation for the full-orbed manifestation of the pur
pose -of grace in Christ Jesus were written by men as they 
were divinely inspired. The Old Testament is the work 
of the Holy Spirit, the creative Spirit of God. He, too, 
delighted in redemption's plan. When at last Jesus came, 
He was begotten of the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary. When He gave His life at the place called C'al
vary it is said that H~ "through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself .without spot to God". Jesus could not.have bren 
born without the Holy Ghost. When He began His public 
ministry the Holy Ghost came upon Him, and when He 
opened ~he book He said; "The Spirit of the Lord is'upon 

f me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable' year of the Lord." And at last 
when He said, "It is finished", and bowed His head and 
gave up the ghost, he spoke in. the fulness of the Holy 
Ghost; f~r it was by the power of the Holy Ghost He 
offered Himself upon the altar as a Lamb without blemish 
and without spot. Thus throughout all the years of the 
unfolding of God's purpose until it reached its climax in 
the manifestation of the Cross, the Holy Ghost never 
changed .His plan-Father, Son and Holy Ghost, went 
forward In one purpose, to one end, to fulfil the provision 
of the everlasting covenant. • 

Are you not' glad there are some things that do not 
change? Can you not give God thanks that there is Some- .
one Who is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever? 
Have we not reason to raise a hallelujah to the skies that 
!here is a fixed centre in this changing universe, that there 
IS Someone upon Whom our hopes may. be centred, to 
Whom our ~earts' affection may be given, upon Whom 
we may rest with perfect composure, because underneath 
us are the provisions of an everlasting covenant? 

We do !lot hear very' much about what used to be spoken 
oJ as "covenant theology" nowadays. The preachers are 
too often trying to improve upon God's plan, and to 
amend the provisions of His grace. You might as well 
try to improve upon the sun. It is everlasting, I declare 
in His name; and it will abide as long as God abides. 

II. 
N ow, will you give your thought for a few moments 

t " . 0 THE BL.oOD .oF THE EVERLASTING COVENANT". We sing 
much about the blood. You were singing about it as I 
came to the platform this evening. It is true that there is 
power in the Blood. It is true that "the blood of Jesus 
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,Christ his Son ~leanseth us from all sin". It i~ true that 
'we "who sometImes were far off are made rugh by the 
blood of Christ". But, why did the blood' flow? Why 
was it shed? Is there any salvation apart from the blood? 

There are many, I fear, who preach a bloodless gospel 
to-day, and bid men put their hope in something else than 
the blood of Christ; but I remind you that the blood is 

'inseparable from the covenant, and. the covenant is ever
lasting. The blood had to flow in order that the terms of 

.. the covenant might be' fulfilled-and it was aIr planned 
from the foundation of the world. Our Lord Jesus, when 
He took the cup which ,we shall take this evening-when 
F,re took the cup at the last supper said, ·"This cup is the 
new testament 'in my blood." The covenant is related to 
the blood, and the blood to the covenant. ' 

'In what respect? It is evident that the divine Trinity 
had pledged each to the other the rf!demption of mankind 
at a cost of blood. That was God's way from the begin
ning. He must have kiIOwn it was necessary, for re
peatedly we are told that the Lamb was slain from before 
the foundation of the world. 

I cannot too strongly emphasize, or to frequently repeat 
-because people forget so soon-that the gospel is not' an 
afterthought, that the way of salvation is. n?t something 
that has been evolved out of the human conSCIOusness; nor 
is it a late remedy proposed by God Himself, for the 
utmost need of sinful men was 'anticipated. H was seen 
from the beginning that there was no way by which sinful 
men could be reconciled to God but at the cost of blood. 
Therefore from the beginning our glorious God covenanted 
to save men by me.:1.ns of blood. 

I shall not try to change-will you? I want no amend
ment to that. I am content to accept that which God Him
self, in His purpose of grace, has ordained from the begin
ning. You cannot understand the covenant apart from the 

, blood; nor can you enter appreciatively into the signifi:.. 
cance of the blood unless you see i,trelated to the covenant. 
He saw the necessity for the cleansing of the blood. , 
,I shall not try to explain it, for the very good and 

sufficient reason that I cannot. The' man' does not live, 
and never has lived, who can explain that mystery. There 
are a thousan,d things we cannot explain. When your 
man of science, with all his ability, has done his utmost, 
he cannot tell how the thing which he himself has 
examined came to be. 

There is a mystery ,in life itself. Nobody knows whence 
it came, save that it came from God. I remember two or 
three years 'ago the .President of the British' Association 
for the Advancement of Science, an out-an-out evolution
ist, announced, almost with the authority of an (\~acle, that 
he .believed the time would come when life would be 
chemically produced; that it was within human power to 
produce life. But his successor the next year said that,_ 
with all the advan~erilent of science, the human mind VIas 
no nearer discovering the ongin of life than it had been 
i~ the beginning. I felt like saying, I wish I were a mem
ber of that Association, and' that they would give me two 
minutes to speak. I would explain it all to them., You 
say, "That is egotistical, is it not?" No; I would explain 

, it on the ground of the Wor4, 'I would merely quote this 
text' "In him was life; and the life was the light of men." 

That is a mystery. ,If we cannot explain that mystery, 
then how can we 'explain the processes by which God, in 
His infinite wisdom, is pleased to redeem men from their 

sin, and bring them back into fellowship with Himself? 
If I do not know the "how" of it, or the "why" of it; I 
rejoice that I know the fact of it. (."Hallelujah!"). I have 
no theory of it: I cannot explain it. And I think if 
preachers were to spend less time explaining, and more " ' 
time proclaiming the Word of God, we should accom
plish much more. Who am I that I should know and 
understand the Word of the Infinite? Who are vou? 
May not the Creator of the heavens and the earth issue 
His Word for us si11;lply to believe it,whether we can 
understand it or not? I say to you that it was God's plan 
from the beginning to, redeem men by blood. He pledged 
the redemption of the world at the price of blood: 

I remind you that He redeemed his pledge at the price 
,of blood,' he really did. Jesus came at last, and He came 
to die. Make no mistake about that. He came to fulfil 
His covenant engagements. He came, not as' a divine 
experiment. He did not come to test meri in several di'rec
,tions. Let me say empha~ically: He'did not come to offer 
the. kingdom to somebody, having a second plan in' His 
mind. Jesus Christ did npt alter His programme one 
whit from the beginning. There was not a day of all His 
perfect life upon which the sun' went down without His 

- having done that day's duty and carried out that day's 
. plan to the ,last Particular. I cannot conceive 01 Jesus 
Christ, th~ second Person of the Trinity, failing in any
thing. I know He did not fail: I, am positive that He 
went straight forward to His goal. John knew that by 
divine revelation ~hen, seeing Jesus coming unto him, 
before He began His public ministry,-intr~ducing Him 
to the people as the One coming after him Who was pre
ferred before him, he said, I"Behold the Lamb' of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world." 

Jesus Christ knew what He would do. When the father 
and son, Abraham and Isaac, ~ent 'together that three 
days' jQurney to Moriah's Mount, as they drew near 'the 

,place of sacrifice, Isaac said, "My father, ... behold the 
fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt'offer
ing?" Abr'aham said, "My son, Gcid will provide himself 
a lamb for a burnt offering." And He did I-and "Abra-' 
ham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a 
burnt off1::ring in the stead of his son.", But when another 
Father and Son walked together, not three days' journey, 
but througlt centuries and millenniums, steadfastly mov
ing toward the Cross, the Son' needed not to ask the Father 
that question, for :fIe knew! They had covenanted to
gether with the Holy Spirit. He knew that He was the 
Lamb, and His Father, knew it too. And ye~ they went 
"both of them together"! ' 

M v Lord T esus came to die. That is what He came 
into ,the world for,--':"not primarily to be a Teacher, though 
'He is the greatest of all teachers; not primarily to be an 
Example, though [He has left us an ,example that we should 
follow His steps; not primarily to be a Friend and Helper, 
though He is'all that, and ten thousand times more. But 
Jesus, by covenant arrangement, from all eternity, was 
born in Bethiehem of J udaea in order that He might die 
at the place called Calvary. 

Are you not glad He carried it out? Are you not glad 
He did not furn aside?-

"This was compassion like a God 
That when the Saviour knew 

The price of pardon was His blood, 
His pity 'ne'er withdrew." 
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My glorious Lord! I adore Him! Is He not worth to 
us a million worlds, dear friends, that He should come 
and die deliberately for us? Right to the cross He went, 
nor did He ever turn aside until He had triumphantly ex
claimed, "It i~ finished!" Then, a Conqueror, He bowed 
His head and gave up the Ghost when He had dismissed 
His spirit to the Father. 

He fulfilled the covenant, the ter~s of the covenant, at 
a price of blood. I have heard men institute comparisons. 
I remember during the war that one man stood in this 
pulpit-he came by someone else's appointment. I was 
asked if I would receive him. I supposed he had a great 
message. He told of the men ':Vho were dying at the 
front, and I remember he said, "I will take my chances 
on the eternal future of any man who lays down his life 
for his friends." I ventured to dissent from him-I had 
to-and to say that the infinite Sacrific'e of the cross made 
all other sacrifices superfluous as a means of redemp
tion for sinful men. "The blood of the everlasting coven
ant" ! It is that we celebrate to-night when we. come 
to the memorial· feast. He fulfilled the covenant, I say, 
at a price of blood. . 

And the blood is the symbol of that covenant, for I 
would. l'emind you that in that covenaiit God h~ pledged 
His eternal honour. You can offer a. man no greater 

. insult than to say that he is not a man of his word. Any 
man of honour will forgive you anything rather than a' 
reflection upon his veracity, for if a man is not true, 
nohody can trust him anywhere. 

'i'\Thy the blood? Because God would keep His coven
ant. Why the death of Christ? Because there must be 
Someone in the midst of a changing and fluctuating ttni
verse 'Vhose word can be absolutely believed. There is 
no foundation for' faith apart from that. But, you see, 
God fulfilled His word at a price of blood. . 

I was about to say t~at during the war these compari
sons were often made-I think without justificat,ion, for 
nobodv else could die for another as Jesus Christ died for 
the sinner. The life of all mortals that now live, or have 
lived, or shall yet live, combined, could not make atone
n!ent for our sins, for we are all debtors, we are all 
smners. 

This was a unique Sacrifice, but I think comparison is 
legitimate. Why did Britain go into the Great War? 
Why did she pour out blood and treasure? . Why? Be
cause she would 'keep her covenant. Because she could 

.. not regard a national agreement· as a scrap of. paper. A 
traveller in the East, an American friend of mine, told me 
that he was amazed when having contact with the Arabs 
whO had lived urider British ruie, and who had formed 
their impressions of British rule by their contact with the 
splendid type of British officials whom they had seen 
there--he said that he found certain Arabs swore "by the 
word of an Englishman". I fear there are some English-

- men's word that is not very reliable; but officials, as repre
senting the Government, must weigh their every word, and 
their word must be' implemented: it must be fulfilled. 

Britain poured O1it blood and treasure. Why is she 
to-day pouring out millions and billions of money to 
creditors, in the United States, for' instance? Great 
Britain does not owe the United States a dollar on her 
own account, but John Bull backed the notes of France 
and Belgium and Russia and Italy, .and has been left t6 
pay-and is paying, not her own debts, but others'. 'i\fhy? 

Poor, is she? Yes. May she be poorer still if that be 
necessary in order to set up a standard of national honour 
and truthfulness, so that the word of a nation can be 
believed!' Blood and treasure in order that a covenapt 
might be kept! 

Bt,lt oh, my friends, what di~ God do to keep His 
"everlasting covenant", He gave His only begotten Son. 
He emptied, if I may with reverence say so, Heaven's 
exchequer. He poured out all His wealth. He sent Him 
in Whom the fulness of the Godhead bodily dwelt, that . 
men should have some ground of hope, 'and should be 
able to say, "I' will rest upo'n the promises of the ever
lasting cov.£!nant." If God, to keep His covenant, gave 
Jesus Christ to die, and spared nothing that Heaven could
give that its provisions might be fulfilled, I rather think 
it is a good fOl!ndation for a sinner like me to stand upon. 
N ow by His grace I ~an bring this poor broken life and 
say to Infinite Wisdom and Infinite ;Power and Infinife 
Grace, "Here it is",-

"But drops of grief can ne;er repay 
The debt of love lowe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
'Tis all that I can do." 

III. 

But there is a wonderful truth in this text, if the Spirit 
of God will help me to make it clear to you, and to all 
who hear over the air. "The God of peace, that brought 
again from the dead that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through (or in) the blood of the everlasting covenant, our 
Lord Jesus."-What! The resurrection, of Christ from 
the dead indispensable to the fulfilment of the covenant? 
Yes! Jesus Christ rose from the dead because God had 
covenanted that He should do so from all eternity, and the 
shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ on Calvary guaran
teed the resurrection; He "was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification". Did yoil ever 
think of that? How? Hear me a minute. 

\Vhen Jesus took upon Himself our nature, and was 
made in the likeness of men, taking ~lOt on Him the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abraham, He entered into a fed
eral relationship to the human race. He became the 
Head of a new race in the plan and purpose of God. "Just 
as Adam was the head of the old race,-for it was yet 
to be written, "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be'made alive"-when Jesus Christ died at last 
He died as the second Adam, the Seed of the woman 
which had been promised. He went to the cross as a 
Man. Joined to His perfect humanity was Deity, and 
Deity gave Him an infinite capacity, and, as somebody has 
said, "infused a boundless degree of compensation into all 
thec:pangs He bore", for while He died as a man, as our 
Representative, He died the Godman, the second Party. to. 
the covenant, that man should be saved. 

By His death He expiated the sin of the world. That 
is what John said, "Behold the Lamb of God, which tak
eth away the sin of the world". "The Lord hath made 
to meet upo'n him the iniquity of us alI"-not a few of 
us, but all of us. N ow-"This is the condemnation, that 
"light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
ratheT than light, because their deeds were evil. . .. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that be-
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lieveth no't is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in .the name of the only begotten Son of C;od." 
But Jesus dIed as our Federal Head, as our Representative. 
When He gave up the Ghost at the place called Calvary, 
that ~inne: sitting down there in the pew, that man yon
der lIstenmg over the radio who is not a Christian, and 
who perhaps is listening on the 'quiet while his wife is at 
church~he does not go to church,-I have heard of many 
cases lIke that-that man died in Christ. All his sins were 
laid upon Christ. The complete tale of his iniquity was 
put upon the sinners' Substitute. He died the Just for 

perfect in every good work to do his will, working in 
you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ." Who is He? The covenant-keeping God! I 
saki. just now that when Jesus died, you and I died. Let 
it never be forgotten that when He rose,again, you and I 
came 6ut of prison. The blood of the everlasting cove
nant demamJed that we be let out of prison. The blood 
o.f Jesus Christ forbids that I bear the punishment my 

. 'sms deserved. 

the unjust "that he might bring us to God". . 
I wonder. can I ,make it plain? A man is sentenced 

~o a <;ertain term in prison,-suppose it be five years. The 
law has decreed that such a term would e:xpiate his crime, 
whatever it is. That is the law's estimate of the heinous
ness of that man's criIne, five years. He fulfils the term, 
and when the last day of that sentence has been served, 
the fact ,that he has served it throws op'en the prison 
doors. The-la.w that sln,t hi1n in 11~ust, now let him out. 
The justice that decreed his. punish111,ent must now insist 
upon hi..s freedom. 

Do you see? The fact that Jesus Christ died, that the 
blood of the covenant was shed, paying all our debts, took 
all the qualities of Deity which made us fearful of God...,..- " 
His truth, His righteousness, His justice, His faithfulness, 
His power, all these sever:er '''attributes'', as 'we can them, 
(because of the littleness of our knowledge we attribute 
these infinite qualities to God)-all these which made God 
so terrible to us because we had sinned, by the blood of 
the everlasting covenant are turned to be our friends. 
N ow we have the truth of God on our side, and the right
eousness of God on our side, and the faithfulness of God 
on our side, the mercy, 'the love-in one great, immeasur
a?le word .that is as big as God~ the grace of God, on our 
SIde. N ow all there is of God which first demanded our 
punishment, 0!l the ground of the blo,oJ:l of the covenant 
demands our lIberation. 

. Is it not wonderful that He Who might have been our, 
enemy and our Judge is now our best Friend? Can vou 
find anything like that outside the Book? Can you find 
anything like that anywhere apart from divine revelation? 

Let me read my ,text again, and keep in mind that Jesus 
is the Head of a new race-or take the figure of our text: 
H~ is the S~eph~rd of the flock. Moses was but a tyPe. 
Did Y0U notIce what Dr. Stockley read to you to-night? 
!:et me tu~n to that passage and read it to you' again: 

Then he ~emembered the days of old, Moses, and his 
people, saymg, Where is he that brought them up out of 
the sea with the shepherd of his flock? where is he that . 
put his holy Spirit within him? that led them bv the right' 
hand of Moses with his glorious arm, dividing" the w~ter 
before them, to make himself an everlasting name ?" God 
brought His people, Israel, out of Egypt. They were bap
tized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. Thev went 
down into the grave, and then He led them out 'Mos~s 
being the shepherd, as a flock, up out of the gr~ve into 
resurrection power and glory to make Himself an ever
lasting name. 

Here the question is asked prophetically, Where is He 
that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of 
~is flock. Where is He? 'There is only 'one-Who is 
He ? "The God of peace, that brought again from the 
dead that· great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant, out." Lord Jesus, make you 

"Payment He will not twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Sure~y's hand 

,Al}d then again at mine." -

The covenant which secured the remission of your sin, 
_ your emergence from the grave, your entrance into resur

rection life, guarantees that He will carryon the work 
of grace begun in your soul, and that He will make vou 
perfect at last to do His will, making you at last well 
pleasing to Him. It is no wonder the writer says, "To 
whom be glory for ever and ever". ' 

Are you saved? ("Hallelujah !") Are you glad you 
are saved? ("Praise God; yes !") There is a brother here
who sometimes says, "I am well saved". If you are saved 
at all, you are well sayed, you are everlastingly saved:_ 
Sh~ll we give all glory to God to-night as we come to sur
round the Table? Shall we take the cup with a little deeper 
understanding of its significance? Shall we remember 
the blood of the everlasting covenant? 

If there are any of you who are not saved. who have 
not ye~ ~ome to Chri~t, what more can I say':to you? I 
know It IS -hard to belIeve. Your faith has been betraved 
so often. You have met witJ:t so many disappointments in 
your own life that you have sometimes asked yourself if 
y?U could trust anybody at all. You cann<;>t trust any 
man, because they are faulty and frail, but there is One 
-:Oh, there is One upon .Whom you can cast your soul 
With perfect assurance. You can rest in Him for time and 
for eternity. _ 

I give you my testimony: I am as sure of salvation to
night as I shall be when I have been a million years within 
the gates of pearl. I know it! I know that everlasting 
covenant is my s·hield and buttress and fortress, and I am 
includ~d in it; and God will never" break His word. That 
i~ what. Paul meant when He wrote, "In hope of eternal 
hfe whIch God that cannot lie promised before the world 
began." Rest on it! 

Let us pray: ° Lord, we thank Thee once again for 
the salvation that is in Christ. Our hearts go out to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary. We bless Thee for Thine 
abounding grace. Receive and accept our thanks'giving 
through the blood ~f the everlasting covenant. Amen. 
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The Doctrine of Election 
By Dr. T. T. Shields. 

Third in a Series of Week-Evening Lectures on the Doctrines of Grace. 

Delivered in Jarvis Street Bapti'st Church, Thursday Evening, January 29th, 1931. 

(Stenographically Reported.) 

In· the second v,erse of the first chapter ·of Peter's 
. first epistle ar,e these words, "Elect according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctifica
tion of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus :Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be 
multipHed." 

It .is not difficult to view a segment of life in our 
day and to compar,e i1: with a correspondingly limited 
view .of life in another day, ~nd ·to become very: pessi
mistic. One can always find a bright spot here and 
a black spot somewhere else, while, of course, the re
verse of that is true. It is possible thus to pour con
te.mpt upon what some people call "the good old days", 
and to show that we liVie in days which are much to 
be preferred to the days that have gone before us. It 
is therefore necessary to vi.ew l.ife· as a whole, and 
estimate its values relativ,ely. 

While there is much in this present day of which we 
have r,eason to be proud, and for which we may well 
be thankful, in the material realm, I seriously ques
tion whether the world has ever known a more super
ficial age than this when we look at the religious aspect 
.of .. things. People ar,e accustomed nowadays to get 
their reLigion at a -delicatessen storie, already made up 
in packages, duly labelled-and they take it, asking no 
questions for conscience' sake! It is surprising what 
people can be persuaded to Qelieve, and still more sur
prising what people believ'e without any persuasion 
at all. 

The gospel puts no p.remium upon ignorance, nor 
does it require any man to stultify himself. W'e ought 
toO exercise our God-giv,en powers, ,endeavouring to 
prove all things, and "to hold fast that which is good". 

In the chapter from which I l}ave r,ead we are ex
horted to "gird up the loins of our minds". We are 
not to be false Christians; Woe are not to be careless 
.or superficial in our rdigious 1if.e, but virile and vig
orous people. who know what they believe, and why 
they believe it. Yet I fear that the majority of r,eligious 
peopl~e to-day reflect the opinions of the last person 
who has spoken to them. Ther,e seems to be a want of 
conviction, of a thorough and proportionate knowledge 
of the gospel. Comparatively few seem toO have learned 
to think r,elatively, to r,elate one principle of the gospel 
~an~h~ . 

I heard a very distinguished and popular prea:cher 
preach in this city some yeaI1S ago, and it was, I think, 
one of the most illog.ical utterances I ever heard in my 
life .. I r:efer to Dr. R. J. Campbell, when he was Pastor 
of the .City Temple, London. He built up house after 
ho"use only to knock them down again. When he had 
completed a lectur·e he said, "Now that is my strange 
work. I should like to preach to you. W,e shall there-

-fore dismiss this service, and to as many of you as 
would like to hear a sermon, I will preach a sermon 
if you will stay." The ,first service was dismissed, but 

nobody left. We all stayed, and he built up a little 
housle and knocked it down, and built up another, and 
l:cnocked it down, all the way through. His preaching 
was like little children building houses 'Of cards, and 
knocking them down again. .. 

When I got home that night the ,editor ·of a certain 
. paper called me up and said, "I think' I noticed you 
in the service to-night?" I replied that I was there. 
Then he said, "You enjoy,ed Dr. Campbell?" I 
answered, "Y'es, indeed. It was a very interesting 
service." He said, "I wish you would write. me an 
appreciativ,e article of the service." "You mean", I 
said, "that you want an article approving of the ser
vice?' "Why, certainly", was the r.eply. Yet this man 
was one who was frequently chairman at evangelistic 
services. When prominent "evangelists came to the 
city he would be sure to be ,on the platform. I said, 
"I enjoyed ·both the lecture and the sermon, but I coul'd 
not agree with ,either." "What W3.tS wrong with them?" 
he ·enquil"led. I said, "Did you ·agree with what he 
said ?'~ "Absolutely", he replied. "W,elln.ow", I said, 
"let me review it a moment." It was fresh in my 
mind at the moment, as it was only an hour or so" 
after the service. I said, "Dr. Campbell said so-and
so?" "Yes, he did." "Did you agr,ee with that?" 
"vVell, not exactly." "And he said so-'and-so, didn't 
he ?'.' "Yes." "Can -you say Amen to that ?~' "W,ell, 
no; I cannot." I c~lled his attention toO ol1le thing after 
another, and he said, "Well, I declare, I had no idea 
he ·was so. inconsistent." He contradict,ed himself 
every five minutes ·of his speech. 

I kn~w a preacher when I was in Hamilton, a very 
popular preacher. One day we had a discussion in a 
ministerial association (before Modernism had 'become 
as rampant a:s it is now), and there wa's one man who 
read an ·essay on the divirie spark in man, and the 
development of the best ·that is in us-of ·course, en
tirely repudiatin.g the doctrine of total deprayity;· and 
this popu'lar brother took him to task. He did not 
agree with the speaker at all. The popular preacher 
was thoroughly .orthodox, as I thought. He said that 
we are a bad lot, as Moody did, and he quoted Scrip-

. ture to show that every faculty of the mind was biased, 
and that we wer·e really totally depraved. Somebody 
suggested, "Perhaps Mr. So-and-So will give us a 
paper on .the other side of this question. At the next 
meeting I suggest that Mr. S.o-and-So addr,ess us. on 
the subject of Total Depravity." This was agreed, 
and the brother accepted the task. 

N ow this man who preached the doctrine of total 
depravity was an Arminian in theology. He shr.ank 
from the doc;trine_ of election, and could not agr,ee with 
it at all. He was great on free will, but n.ot very strong 
·on divine sovereignty. 

The next time the broethr:en met, there was a good 
attendance, and this brother read his paof:r-he went 
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all the way from A to Z. Calvin himself could not 
have outdone :him. We were a bad lot beyond all 
peradv'enture. When he had finished the paper he said 
he hoped the brethr'en would ,excuse him, because he 
had an appointment and would not be able to remain 
for the discussion. But we had one man there who 
was as keen as a razor, but who was a Modernist. He 
would be called a Cons,ervative now, but we thought 
he was pretty far gone then. He said, "Just a moment. 
I should like to ask Mr. So-and-So a question befor,e 
he leaves." . 

Turning to the brother who had delivered the ad
dress he said, "I should like' to ask you whether there 
is anything in man in his natural stat'e which can 
respond to the appeal of the Spirit of God from with
out?" He thought a moment, and then said; "Certainly 
there is." "Vlell", said the Professor, "is that thing
that can respond to the Holy Spirit good or is it ,evil?" 
He 'said, "If it re'sponds to the Holy Spirit it cannot 
be evi1." "I should think not", said the Plro,fess.or, 
"then it is good?" "I suppose it must be." "Then 
your who}.e argument fails, sir, and we ar·e not totally 
depraved." 

Y01.\ see, that brother had not learned to think 
relatively. He had not learned that if one certain 
doctrine be tru'e, an.othercannot be true: Ther·e cannot 
be an upper without a lower, and east without a west, 
nor a north without a south. If four two's are ,eight, 
and two two's are four, it follows logically that twice 
four ar·e eight. 

Now if man is totally depraved (more of that in 
another lecture), there is nothing in him that ~an 
pos'sibly respond to the Divine Spirit. If he is dead 
in trespasses and sins, he has no power of hims.elf to 
deliver himself, or ,even to assist to deliver himself, 
out of his natural !\tate .. If he be altogether evil then 
he must remain for ever altogether evil unless God in 
sovereign mercy touches him into 1if.e. And if that 
be true, we mu'st have the· principle of election. 

Two. weeks ago I spo15e to you on the sub}ect of the 
Divine Sovereignty. I endeavour,ed to show that God 
is absolute in alhhe quali.ties of His heing. All per
f.ections· reside in Him. You can never go beyond God. 
He is the highest; He is the ultimate; He is the abso-
lute in everything. . . 

If God be thus Sovereign, i~ means that there i,s no 
power in the spiritual world among principalitie's or 
powers or the rulers of the ·darkness of this world; or 
in any human society, wh'atever it may be; or in an 
individual human life~ther·e can be no power any
where that is not subject· to divine control. If there 
were a spot anywhere in the universe where any power 
could challenge th~ s·upremacy of God, then God .must 
cease to be .sovereign, and,. as such, must cease to be 
God! 

Last Thuf1sday I tried to show you that God has 
shown His sover:eign power by the r·evelation of Him
self in grace through Jesus Christ our Lord. The 
scheme of redemption originated in the divine mind, 
and the outworking of it, the coming of Christ to this 
'earth, and all the details of His earthly career, Hi·s 
ultimate Sacrifice at the Cross, and His resur·rection 
and ascension to the right hand of God-from begin
ning to end it is of God, and man had not an infinitesi
mal part in it. 

The question before us to-night is, How are the 
benefits of tha.t salvation sovereignly prov~ded to be 
mediated to us, to be applied to the people for whom 
that salva,tion is provided? Is God as sovereign in 
the application of redemption as He is in its provision? 
You hav.e only to ask that question to answer it, if 
you have any adequat.e idea of sovereignty' at all .. If 
Hi,s sovereignty be absolute, He must be as sovereign 
in the application of roedemption as in the' provision 
of it. Otherwise, it would be a limit.ed 'SOvereignty, 
and, as. a,pplied to God, it would be nq sovereignty 
at all. 

The apos.tle here, addressing believers in certain 
places, describes them as "·elect according to the fore
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification 
of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ." I am aware that against the 
principle of election, the principle of the divine choice 
and foreordination, of the supremacy of the divine wilt. 
the natural man rebels, for that is the very ess·ence of: 
sin, to lift the human will against the divine, and to· 
object to the universal, absolute, dominion of God: 
Himself. 

That was the first temptation: "Ye shall he as gods;' 
ye shall share in the divine prerogatives; ye ~hal1 be' 
equal with Him Who is the absolute Ruler." And 
fr·om then until now 'natural men hav,e been unwiHing 
to admit the supremacy of God in anything. You see 
i,t in: a little child who v'ery Isoon wants to declare his 
independence. Even while learning to walk, he is soon 
ready to throw off all restraint; and almost before he 
can talk, says in eff·ect, "Let me have my own way. 
I ca:n walk. I do not need anybody's help." 

Hav,e you not seen it? Have you not seen that 
passion fqr independence, for self-will, even in the 
youngest children? And it. is common also to maturer 
y,ears. 

Consider a moment the general principle of ·election 
as it operates in the physical world. We recognize it 
everywher,e. In a month or 'so we shall he putting 
our docks back-but the sun will not go back an hour. 
All the legislators of earth could not change the sun. 
The sun will rise at the appointed time, and drop 
below the horiz.on to the fraction of a' second at the 
time appointed. You cannot change the clock in the 
heavens by any plan 'of human devising. That is im
possible. You can build four walls and say, "I will 
live within that space"; you can th.en raise the tem
perature of the house in which you live and 'say, "I 
will have a hit of summer in the midst of winter"
but yo.ucannot" prevent the coming of frost: "By the 
breath of God frost is' given." The man at the weather 
bureau can ·estimate only the weather probabiliti.e~ ·for 
the next twenty-four hours, but he ,cannot affect or 
change them 'one whit. J'here are natural forces oper
.ating ev·erywher,e which ar,e sovereignly independent 
of human control. There are forces to which we 
must conform whether we like it ·or not.' That stair
way. to the gallery is a recognition ·o.{ the principle. 
Downtown in one ·of the tall.buildings you cannot say, 
"I think I will go up to the thirtieth floor-good-bye, 
ilp I go." No, you ca~not! You must have some· ~on- . 
trivance to overcorhethe law of gravitation. That law 
compels the ,erection of stairways and elevators, and 
governs the construction of the whole building .. You 
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cannot change God's- law. "Which of yoou by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his stature?" Yoou 
cannot make yours·elf longer-nor can you make your-
self shorter-without disastrou's results. . 

If ·y.ou review your life you will find that you have 
been made what yoou 'are ph)"SicaUy by force~ and cir-. 
cumstances that were entirely beyond your control. 
"Thou canst not make one hair white or black." We 
ar.e subject, I say, in the physical world, to forces be
yond our control; and we are what we are because 
those forces operate in spite -of us. However we may 
object to it, the principle of election is there: 

Why do you live in Toronto instead of living in 
Africa?' Why were you' "born under the full light of 
the gospel where you had opportunity of hearing it 
from your earliest infancy when mi'lliGns. of people 
have not yet heard that Jesus was born in..Bethlehem 

. of Judaea? Why have you two good eyes while some 
peopIe are blind? Why are you able to walk while 
some people are cripples? "Who maketh Thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou that thou 
didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, why dost 
thou glory as if thou hadst not received?" I am not 
speaking now of spiritual matters: I am speaking only 
of our physical status. There is not. a thing we have 
for which we are deserving of credit. A strong man 
ought to be the humblest man in the world. A beauti-

. ful woman .ought to be the most modest. We ought 
to praise Somebody, whoever :EJe is, for every good 
thing we have, because we hav,e done nothing either 

. to merit it .or to s·ecure it .ourselves. ' 
Let us now apply that principle to our spir'itual state. 

Why are you a' Christian?' Because you wer,e chosen 
so to be, my dear friend. Because you were ",elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father." 

I have known some would-be theologians to try to 
get over what they seem to regard rus a difficulty by 
saying that, of course, inasmuch as God has infinite 
knowledg:e, His for·ekn,owledge enabled Him to see 
who would believe in Christ, and- that is what election 
means. It cannot 'mean anything of the kind, for GOQ 
is not absolute in one quality of His being only, but' 
in .all.; and' it is inconceivable that God should know 
a thing, and that in the light of 'that knowledge His 
will should he inactive. The fact that we are elect 
means not only that God knew and saw in advance, 
out that He chose us. Vve are chosen "according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father." 

The truth is, dear friends, we are Christians because 
God .willed that we should be. I will show you pres
eiltly that that principle lays a ·.better foundation for 
your fait~ to rest upon than wer·e it to be said that 

. w,e are Christians because we willed to be. But that 
is th'e principle of Scripture. A little Scottish boy was 
once asked by the elders when he wanted to come 
into the church how he had been saved, and what he 
had done tqward hi,s own salvation. He repltied, ,,( 
kicked against it all I could; and God did the rest." 
And that is about true,-

"'Twas the same rove that spread the . feast 
That sweetly forced us in; 

. Else we. had still refused tq taste, 
And pl!rishe~ in our sin." 

Ther·e was a place, and there was a time, 'and there 
were means, ordained of God by which we were made 

children of God and heirs of glory. We are "elect 
according to the foreknowIedge .of God the Father." 
Look back over your Christian experienoe 'step by 'step 
and ask yourself, "How did I become a Christian? 
'Vhat instrumentaqities were employed in my en
lightenment? How did I at l.ast apprehend the truth? 
Howat last did I see the light and enter gladly into 
fellowsh~p with God?" And you will find that ther:e 
is not a spot anywhere w~ere you can take any credit. 

. to yourself. It is "not of works lest any man should 
boast"; "FoOr ye see your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wi·s.e men aft~r the fl.esh, not many mighty, 
not· ma.ny no1J'le, are called: but God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world tD con
found the things which are mighty; and base things 
of the world, and things which are not, to bring to 
f;lought things that are: that no flesh should glory in 
his pres.,ence. But of him are ye in Christ Jre-sus, who 
of God is made unto us wi.sdom, and righteousness, 
and sanctification, anq redemption: that, according as 
it is wr.itten, He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord." 

Someone may s'ay,UIf that be so, we can' ju~t wait 
and let God have His way; for it makes no difference 
what I do. Surely that doctrine will teach men to 
presume." On the 'contrary, this ·doctrine invariahlv 
pr:oduces th~ opposite effect. 

H 01.V are 1.ve elected? "Through sanctification of the 
S·pirit." That is .to say, the sovereign grace of God, 
operating' throttgh the mighty power of the Divine 
Sp.irit separates us unto Christ. What had Lazaro'S 
to do with his own return to life? Jesus Christ com
manded, "Lazarus, CDme forth"-and he obeyed, as 
he cou'ld ,obey no other voice than the voice of the 
Son -of God. 

If we are really Chris,tians, we are elect "through 
sanctification of the Spirit." We are not chosen in sin, 
nor ordained to eternal life without any provision 
being made for the remova~ of sin: "God, hav.ing 
raised up his Son J esU's, ·sent Him to bless you, in 
turni.ng ·away everyone of you from his iniquities." 

Furthermore: the manner of the sepa.ration is here 'lJery 
clearly set forth: '''Unto obedience and sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ." "This is His commandment. that 
ye should believe on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." 
When the gospel was preached by Paul and Barnaba's at 
Antioch in Pisidia, we read that' "as many as were or
dained to eternal life believed." Their election was mani
fested by their faith. The sanctification of the Spirit, 
that is, their separation unto God, issued in their believing 
the gospel 'and obeying God. Convicted of sin and 
righteousness and judgment, they believed; hence' the 
blood of sprinkling was applied, and they were washed 
from their sins and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 

That is how all men are saved. We mav not enter into 
the secret counsels of the Eternal, but we-know that cer
tain are elect "through the foreknowledge of God". We 
can know who the elect are only as we have proof that 
they are sanctified by the Spirit unto obedience and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ. One thing- is 
certain: no one may be sure of his election until he is 
sure that he has repented of his sins, and obtained for- . 
giveness through faith in Christ. 
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Someone perhaps will say, "But, sir, I do believe in 
Him. I have confessed my sins to Him, and received 
salvation at His hand." If that be so, you may thank God 

, ,that yoti are among the elect; and the proof of 'your , 
election is that you have been touched by the Spirit of 
God, and led to obey the divine command, and believe on 
the Lord Jesus, Christ. In other words, your calling has 
been effected '''through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." 
:rhus are we brought into filial relationship to God, be
coming His children,' "and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ". So much, 
briefly, for the doctrine itself. 

II. 
Let me show you now, for. a few moments, SOMF. OF 

THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THIS DOCTRINE. I 
hav:e heard men speak to this effect: Undoubtedly the 
principle of election is taught in the Word, but why preach 
it? It is'there for the comfort of God's believing people. 
hut surely you do not expect such a doctrine to be effective 
in the conversion of sinners? 

On the contrary, I believe the doctr·ine of election is a 
soul-saving doctrine. It is set forth in the Scripture not 
.only to be .believed, but to be preached. 

I recall many years ago preaching during the Christmas 
season when away from home on this text, "Before that 
Philip called thee, when, thou was-t under the fig tree, I 
saw thee." In the sermon I explained in simple fashion 

, that Philip supposed he was bringing 'Nathanael to Christ, 
--even as he supposed that he had himself found Christ, 
for he said, "We have found him, of whom Moses in the 
taw, and the prophets! did write; Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph." But as Philip and Nathanael approached, 
the Master said, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom· is 
no guile." To this Nathanael replied, "\Vhence knowest 
thou me?" And He answered, "Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under'the fig tree, I saw thee." As 
though He had said, "Philip imagines that he has really 
brought you tp me, hut he was only the Shepherd's crook. 
I laid hold of him, and through hi.m, I laid hold of you. 

, You have not chosen me, but I have chosen you. You 
exercised your, will il~ coming to me, but your' will was 
exercised under the constraints of grace." 

\VeIl, I preached after that fashion, and for another 
Pastor. But when the service was over the Pastor rather 
shook his head and said, "I' am not sure about the wisdom 
of preaching that d·octrine." "Why not?" I asked, "is 
it not in the Book?" "Oh yes, it is in the Book." I said, 
"Do you not think the Itoly Ghost can take care of His 

. own \;Yord? .If it is in the Book for us to read, why 
should it not be there for' us to preach?" But he feared 
that it would lead men to presume. 

The following Sunday I preached the same sermon, 
that .is, the same, in' argument, from my 'own pulpit, and 
I remember it was the first Sunday in the year .. There 
was a man in the congregation that Sunday evening with 
whom the Lord had been dealing for many months, 
although I was unaware of it at the time. He was rather 
a noted man in the town) he was, in fact, rather notorious 
for his profanity. His wife was a member of the church 
of which I was Pastor. When I assumed 'the pastorate 
of the church she came to me and said she was concerned 
about her husband, and that she would like me to pray 
. for his conversion. But she said, "I have promised the 

Lord that if He will save my husbano I will go to another 
church with him." I asked her why she had promised 
the Lord she would go to an'Other church, to which she 
replied that she was sure her husband would never become 
a Baptist, and she, was so anxious that he should, be con
verted that she was 'willing to go to any church with him. 

I said to her, "You are a Baptist from conviction, are 
you not ? You believe the position you have taken to be 
supported by the teaching of Scripture?" To all of which 
she replied in the affirmative. And then I said, "And yet 
you promise the Lord that if He will do for you the 
greatest thing He can possibly' do, you will show your 
gratitude by setting aside your own convictions of truth?" 
She again insisted that she had made this pledge because 
she Was sure her husband would never come to a Baptis.t 
church; but I told her it was not half so great a miracle 
for the Lord to make a Baptist of him as. it would be to 
make a Christian of him. 'I told her that she ought not 
to bargain with the Lord, but ask Him outright to· save 
her husband, and to leave the future with Him. 
. I promised her that I would join her in unceasing 
prayer that her husband might be saved. His case was 
laid upon my own he'art, and for two or three years I 
never prayed without praying for that man. For more 
than a year he never crossed the threshold of a Baptist 
church-but we prayed on. Then one Sunday evening 
he walked in with ,his wife, and sat up on the right side 
of the church. I learned later that he came of himself, 
without her invitation. He missed a' few Sundays, ami. 
then came again; and in a little while he came again, at 
last becoming a regular Sunday evening hearer. He was 
not an easy man to approach,-the sort of man you 
instinctively, feel must be left entirely to the Lord. , 

But' after about a year he began to come to the ,morn
ing service occasionally, and at length became as regular 
in ris attendance at the morning service as at the evening. 

I had a Bible class' on Friday evenings, and after a , 
while I learned that in the summertime he was accustomed 
to sit outside on the steps where he could, hear through 
the open window. Of course, he would not come in, for 
that would be to'o great a surrender! One evening about 
December, sometime before Christmas, he appeared at 
the prayer meeting in his wife's absence. I went to 
the door, and managed to shake hands with him. I said, 
"I am glad to see you here to-night, Mr. So-and-So", 
,and half apologetically he said, "My wife, is away, and the 
house had to be represented you know. Good-night"-~ 
and was gone! 

Much I ilOW tell' you I learned afterwards, but, I am 
.relating it to you now as an illustration 9f how this prin
ciple of election is used of the Spirit of God to bring 
souls to Christ. 

On the first, Sunday in the year, to which I hav~ re
ferred, when I preached the sermon which I had preached 
the precedi'ng Sunday when away from home, I felt led 
to say in the course of my exposition that when the Good 
Shepherd goes out after His sheep he always fj.nds them, 
that it was impossible for .the human will to thwart ,H'im, 
that He does really go after His sheep, as is said in the 
parable, "until he find it". I ,said something to this ,effect: 
When they will not come without, He sometimes sends 
His' dogs after them, but He has His own way of com
peIli'ng their submission to His will. Then I continued: 
There are some G>f you who have come here week after 
week, and month after month, and I know, very well what 



10 (570) THE GOSPEL WITNESS February 5, 1931 

you have said in your hearts-and perhaps even aloud 
to some of your friends. You have gone out of that door 
angry, and have vowed· that you would nev~r go to h~ar 
that preacher again-but you have come agam and agam, 
and here you are this evening. Why do you come? Be
cause you cannot help it. You have come repeatedly 
after vowing that you would not come, because the Good 
Shepherd constrains you to come. . 

I told them I knew that what I preached was enough 
to empty any chur~h in the world if the Holy Spirit did 
not compel people to listen to it, that the gospel is the 
most unpalatable message imaginable unless and until it 
is energized by the pow.er of the; Holy Ghost. The gospel . 
humbles men in the dust; it leaves them no room for 
boasting whatsoever. It is contrary to everything that 
is in human nature, and only the grace 01 the Holy Ghost 
can make the Word of God palatable tc the natural man. 
I told my hearers that I was not surprised that they should 
dislike my message, nor did I wonder that they went 
from the church angry. 

Then I said' something to this effect : You think you 
come here to listen to a preacher, and you go away having 
a mental quarrel with him, saying, "How dare any man .. 
talk to me like that?''' Then I explained it was open to 
them to dissent from my opinions, and that they might 
with impunity entirely reject my counsel; but that if I 
were the ambassador of the King of kings, charged with 
the delivery of Hi.s message, and if the message I de
livered was His word, then, in rejecting it, they were 
dealing with God Himself.- I said, "You may .do w~at 
you like with me, but I beg of you to beware how you 
strive with your Maker." I think I quoted that text: 
"Woe unto him that striveth with his Maker! Let the 
potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall 
the clay say to him that" fashioneth it, What makest 
thou? or thy work, He hath no hal}ds." 

I learned afterwards that that particular man did that 
.night what he had done lJlany times before: whel} he 
went home fr.om churcn Sunday. nights he was accus~ 
tomed to pace the floor and scold his wife for having 
taken him to church. He would say, "He hit me all over 
to-night, an~ I will never go to hear him again." He 
would warn his wife not to dare ·to ask him to go-but 
she did not need to: when Sunday came he went to 
church of his own accord. 

On this particular night of which I speak he said much 
the same thing, but late that night he left his home and 
went to a barn across the road where he kept his horses, 
and went up into the hayloft, and there in the small hours 
of the morning, alone with God, he yielded himself to the 
sovereign Saviour. -The following Sunday he rose in 
the after-meeting and gave his testimony. Turning 
round in his se~t he addressed the young men present, 
warning them not to delay their surrender to Christ. He 
was an illiterate man, coarse in his speech, b:ut I give you 
his own words. He said, "Boys, I wrastled with the 
Lord for nigh on to forty years, but the first Sunday 
of this year He was one too many for me, and he downed 
me" ! 

That was his conception of what it was to be saved: 
utterly subdued, c'bmpletely conquered by sovereign grace. 

And that is the gospel. Not always is the conflict so 
open and manifest as in this case, but the principle is 
always the same. Every soul that is really saved is saved 

because God in sovereign mercy has willed to ~ave him. 
You see therefore dear .friends, that this gospel, or 
this prin~iple of th~ gospel} provides a firm fottnda~ion 
for o·ur faith to rest .upon. Do you fi!1d It easy to b.ehe~e 
people? As 'you grow older, does It become easier to 
trust people? I confess I do not. I have been betray~d 
a thousand times. Sometimes in my haste I have said, 
"I will never trust anybody again." In a moment of 
weakness I have appropriated the Psalmist's saying, ex
claiming, not in my haste, but at my leisure, "All men are 
liars." Have you ever said. that? I do not. mean th~t 
all people are deliberately untruthful, and that no one IS· 
worthy of trust-far from that. But I do say that h.uman 
flesh has its limitations, and ~ven those who would be true 

. sometimes find it impossible to fulfil their promises. The. 
more experience of life I have, at. all' events, the more 
deeply do I feel the need of Someone Who can be trusted, 
of some one Person in this universe of change and un
certainty upon WhQse word I can absolutely depend. 

And there is such a person-but there 2~S only One! 
There is not a second. But there is One, and He can 
never break His word. There is no power in the universe 
that can thwart'His wiII; nor can anyone even retard the 
fulfilment of His promise. I give thanks to God that 
He has been pleased to unveil Himself to me in J esu~ 
Christ as being absolutely sov.ereign in all realms. My 
soul reposes in Him. I trust Him absolutely. No matter 
w'ho else may break his word, my gracious God will never 
fail in the fulfilment of His promise,-

"Firm as His throne, His promise stands, 
And He can well secure 

What I've committed to His hands, 
Till that decisive hour." 

Others may fail in the execution of their programme, 
but He can never fail. He· is God; He is over all God 
blessed for ever. 

But lest you· should think there is even the suggestion 
of cynicism in what I have said, let me make clear to you 
that there is one person whom I find it more difficult to 
trust than anybody else, and that is myself. Oh so often 
I have promised myself what I would do, and what I 
would try. I have planned to do so much that I later 
discovered to be impossible. As I look back upon my 
Christian course, I see so much of vacillation and 
irresolution in the record that I have to confess I should 
be afraid to say, "I am on my way to heaven, and I am 
determined to arrive." I know I am on my way to heaven. 
I know I shall arrive. But my confidenc-e is in the will of 
Another, not in my own. And when I see so clearly that 
He has willed it from all eternity, that. He chose me, 
and that by His sovereign and effectual grace He called 
me because He had ordained me to everlasting life, I can 
say, Though I cannot trust myself, or anybody else, I 
can trust God, and) can say with confidence that I know 
I am saved, and I am on my way to glory. 

I want none or" your Arminianism. I do not want you 
to pitt me on an elevator and tell me that there is a st<,;eI 
rope from the top to the bottom, but that it is. connected 
to the cage by a little bit of 'hemp. I want it to be steel 
all the way through. If you could show me that my 
salvation is conditioned upon any human effort, upon 
any degree of human merit, howsoever· infinitesimal it 
may be, then you would have destroyed my hope of ~ver 
reaching heaven. But when I learn that my. glOrIOUS 
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Lord is "the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the Ending, and .that it is all of GOd, and all of grace, I 
can say, Hallelujah, I am saved with an everlasting sal-
vation. . 

I have no. time to elaborate this doctrine, to show its 
application to the progress of grace in the soul, to the 
soul's growth in grace and in the knowledge of Christ, 
except merely to point out that this "God of peace Who 
brought ag~in from the dead that great Shepherd, of the 
sheep, through the blood of ·the everlasting covenant, our 
Lord Jesus", will also make us perfect to do His will, 
e"working in us that which is well pleasing in his' sight, 
through Jesus Christ". Our hope for the future, as for 
the past and the present, is. wholly in God. How can we 
put off the "old man", and put on the "new"? How can we 
obtain the victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil? 
How dare we hope that we shall ever be able to stand 
without fault before' the throne of God ? I know of only 
one ground of hope, and it is this: 

"He wills that I should holy" be,
Who can withstand His will? 

The counsel of His grace in me 
He surely will fulfiL" 

It may require more power in my case than in yours .. 
There may be more of. the old man to subdue in some of 
us than in others; but it makes no difference in the ehd 
however much there may be. Our circumstances may 
be as varied as our temperaments, but whatever· our 
situation. however difficult our circumstances may be, it 
is written, "Greater is he that is in you than he that is in 
the world." It is th~ indwelling presence of the sovereign 
God and Saviour that gives us hope. 

tI I would point out to you. also that this doctrine- should 
be of great encouragement to us in the work of the 
Lor~, . for, .as. in. respect to the initia~ stages of the 
Chnstlan hfe, thIS great doctrine of election makes it 
possible' for us to believe and to keep on believing, so 
it makes the preaching of the gospel a worthy and use
ful occupation. I cannot persuade people to come to 
Christ---:ca? y~u? "I cannot tell you how often people 
have saId to me, Can' you not do something for my 
hu~ban? ?" Or in ano,~her case, pe0aps, "Can you do 
somethmg. for my boy? And sometimes :it m~y be I am 
asked to do somet~ing for a daughter. But how impotent 
w.e ar~ .to deal WIth the' hearts of men, to change their 
dlsposl!lOnS, to. turn them from darkness to light, and 
from sm to hohness! It is a task that 'is entirely beyond 
human power. . 
Wh~t, therefore, is the use of my coming here to-night? 

What IS the use of my preaching next Sunday? Of what 
profit can it be for you teachers to come before your 
classes Sunday and teach them the Word of God? Do 
you not know that all the people whom you are trying to 
teach arc by nature wholly. set against everything that 
you try to do. for them? If you preach and teach the 
gospel your teaching opposes ev~rything that is in them. 
We might then;fore just as well give up unless we can 
be assured that God is with us, and that He will' do what 
we have found impossible. . 

I have turned for comfort often to j)hat word in Acts 
which records the appearance of the Lord to Paul when 
he was in COllinth, saying, "Be not afraid, but speak, and 
hold not thy peace: for I am wit~ thee, and no man shall 

o 

set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this 
city." Paul did not know it,-at least he did not know 
who they were, but the Lord knew; and therefore He 
bade him go on with his testimony, saying, "I have much 
people in this city." . 

You see, therefore, that we have a foundation for our 
faith, as Christian workers, also, if God be for us, work
-ing with us. "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveablealways abounding in the work 6f the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord." 

SATISFIED! 
By Rev. T. 1. Stockley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist 

Seminary. 
(Continued from last week.) . 

THE PERIOD OF SATISFACTION. ,"I shall be satisfied 
when I awake.". There are many awakenings, and each 
of them brings us fuller satisfaction. There is the awak
ening from spiritual sleep. We read of the three dis
ciples who were with Jesus upon the transfiguration 
mount, that. "when they were awake they saw His glory." 
Sometimes indifference or trouble oppresses the soul. And 
the disciples of our Lord fall into a state of slumber; 
h~aviness settles down upon them until some awakening 
influence comes. Our Lord did not allow His disciples 
to sleep an through the period of His transfiguration 
glory. The sight of that glory was intended for them; 
and so 'He graciously ordered that' the heaviness of their 
slumber should depart from them. And when they were 
awake they found themselves as at the gate of heaven, 
with the light 0'£ heaven shining around them. the inhabi
tants of heaven standing with them, and the glory of 
their divine Redeemer revealed to their wondering view. 
Such an awakening· may corrie through some startling 
experience, or some mighty gift of spiritual power. 'But 
however it comes, the awakening means a larger vision, 
a richer experience, and a fuller joy. The slumber mav 
endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning. And 
so in a larger measure the spirit is satisfied. The more 
completely the spirit is awakened, the fuller is the satis
faction and the bliss. "I shall be satisfied when I awake." 
~t i~ a poor, du)l, siumbering sort of spiritual life which 
IS dIscontented and powerless. And it is pitiful to think 
of the many who live such lives, whereas the awakened' 
soul, and the life which is alert, eager, watchful, enjoys 
greatly the wealth of God, and the gladness of fellow-
ship with Him. . 

The period of satisfaction is also the awakenino from 
the dr~am of life. If our Lord tarries we shall ail sleep, 

. that is, this robe of flesh will drop into the grave, and 
from all its toil and physical activity and weariness will 
rest in calm sleep. For the ransomed spirit with all its 
w~n.drous po.wers this '~ill be a gloriou!? awakening. The 
spmt becommg emancIpated from the body will spring 
into greater intensity of action, will put forth powers 
that have been held down here, and will come into con
tact with an order of things which here it has but in
directly known. We shall awake to a grander vision 
to a larger life. . ' 

Dr. Maclaren says, "Here we are like men asleep in 
~ome chambe.r that looks toward. the Eastern sky. Morn
mg. by morn~ng comes the ~unnse with the tender glory 
of ItS. rosy hght an? blushmg heavens: And the heavy 
eyes are closed to It all. Here and there some lighter 
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sleeper with thinner eyelids or face turned toward the 
sun is, half-conscious of a vague brightness, and feels the 
light, though he sees not the colours of the sky, nor the 
forms of the filmy clouds. Such souls are saints and 
prophets, but most of us sleep on unconscious." To us 
all the moments come when we shall awake, and see for 
ourselves -the bright and wonderful world which we have 
often either forgotten or been tempted to think was but 
a dre'am. Oh what an awakening that will be!. How all 
our powers will unfold, and the full strength of our spirit
ual life arise in' beauty and in joy! Our life to-day is 
like some shapeless, unseemly rout, struggling amid rub
bish and stones and weeds, and cheerless darkness. But 
when we_ wake from the dream of this life in the sunlight 
of heaven, it will blossom out into loveliness and beauty, 
and' fill the summer air of that fair land with rich and 
delicious fragrance. "I shall be satisfied when I awake." 

Further, the awakening comes from the sleep of death. 
The bodies of the saints sleep. They have been "laid to 
rest by Jesus." But the awaking day is coming; when 
our Lord shall come with trumpet sound, the dead in 
Christ shall rise, and the full satisfaction shall not come 
until that blest morning. 

When a Roman conqueror had been to battle. and won 
great victories, and brought back great spoil, he was 
accorded a triumph. But on the day 'of his return he 
would enter privately into his house and enjoy the society 
of his dear ones there. And on the following day he 
would re-enter the city, then in triumph and in glory. 
Now the saints may be said to enter into Paradise pri
vately.· "Absent from the body." But when our Lord 
returns they will mount the chariot of the resurrection 
body, and enter in triumph. What a wondrous day that 
will be, when our Lord leading His mighty host of risen 
and waiting saints, and cr<~'Yned with immortal splendour, 
shall ascend to heaven amid crowds of ang~l watchers, 
who, scattering heaven's roses and lilies 'I.tpon them, shall 
sing with joy ,untold! 

"Hallelujah! Hallelujah! The Lord God Omnipotent 
Reigneth." 

"I shall be satisfied when I awake" to that great glory. 
Spirit, soOul, and body, all awake; the whole of our na
ture freed from every fetter, and enjoying the liberty of 
the glory of the sons of God. Satis·ned ! . 

Ne.'rt, THE PRINCIPLE OF SATISFACTION. "I shall be 
satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." Satisfied 
in the vision of God. The word translated "likeness" is 
the same word which is employed in Numbers, chapter 
twelve, verse eight, when of Moses it is said, "the simili
tude (or 'form') of the Lord shall he behold". Various 
servants of God in days of old had visions of. God; 
Isaiah in one form, Ezekiel and Daniel in another. They 
were all glorious manifestations of Ciod. But here David 
says, "In the day when I awake I shall be satisfied with 
the likeness (or form) of God which I shall see." He 
will have the beatific vision, and he wiJ.l be satisfied with 
it. And so shall we. We shall be satisfied with the glori
ous state in which we shall rise. We shall be satisfied 
with Him by Whom we are awakened to the immortal 
ligp.t. We shall be satisfied with the manifestation of 
God to us in that blest world. When God unfolds Him
self to us in Him !"Who is the image of the invisible one", 
we shall be at rest. That face to face vision of the glory 
of God will satisfy the heart. Now our view of God, 
even 111 Christ, is' distant and dim; but then it. will be 

near, and without a veil. Philip once said to Jesus, 
"Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us." The 
glimpses of God, we obtain, even now through His Word, 
~re full of comfort and joy. But when we awake, the 
manifestation will be fuU and clear. We shall see the 
face of our ever-loving God, and be fully and forever 
blest. The veil that draped the perfect likeness will be 
removed, and we shall behold, not mere shadows and 
hints, but the reality of God. And that manifestation 
will satisfy. With all lesser joys the' eye is not satisfied 
with seeing, but to ·look upon the manifestation of God 
will be, enough. . 
, Satisfied in the likeness of God. I do not know whether 
David had any idea of our share in the likeness of God 
when we see Him.' But we rejoice that the' New Testa
ment revelation assures us of it. The Apostle John .tells 
us that "we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is." And again ·in the Revelation we read, "His ser
vants shall serve Him, and they shaH see His face. and 
His. name (that is His character) shall be on their fore
head." These words reach a height which David only 
very {limly saw. We know that we shall not only gaze 
upon the glory of the manifested God, but we shall be 
like Him, and being like Him, we shall have His mind 
about everything, and so., be fully satisfied. We shall 
be pleased with all that pleases Him, and so be utterly at 
rest. Oh, wonderful assurance! . Amidst the winter of 
our discontent and partial views of things, let us antici
pate the beautiful summer of fulness of vision and of 
joy! Amid the d~rkness and the mystery of our present 
night, let us look forward to that bright morning when. 
all the gloom is swept away, and we shall behold .our 
God in the white radiance of eternity! 'Tis but a little 
while: 

"One little hour, and then the glorious crowning. 
The golden harp strings and the victor's palm: 

One little hour, and then the 'Hallelujah', 
Eternity's long deep thanksgiving Psalm." 

SOME CORRECTIONS. 
Our attention has been called to a 'clerical error in our 

article on the Women's Missionary Society which appeared 
in the issue of January 15th. On page nine, second col
umn, fifth paragraph, begimiing, "The income of the 
W.M.S. for 1927-28", this should read l"for 1928-29". 

Then in the same paragraph, '''The total amount spent 
that year on work in Canada was $10,261.04". As will 
be seen by the next paragraph headed "W.M.S. 1927-28", 
the $10,261.04' included $5.869.80 spent in the purchase 
of Hess Street Mission, Hamilton, and the property on 
Ave. "I" in Saskatoon. These amounts properly belong 
to the next year, 1928-29, rather than to 1927-28. But 
our argument in the article is drawn from the summary 
of the three years' work, and the three years' totals are 
co'rrect. The error was in putting the purchase of the 
property in Hamilton and Saskatoon in 1927-28 instead 
of 1928-29. 

The other correction has to do with the first para
graph, second column, on page ten of the same issue, 
where a small grant of $88.00 is attributed to FairbanK, 
Toronto. Rev. J. F. Holli4ay writes to explain. that 
that grant was not given to Fairbank Baptist Church it
self, but to assist in the work of a mission which was 
conducted by Fairbank Church. Mr. Holliday says that 
over the same period, the Women's Board contributed 

(Continued on page 13.) 
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A Great Challenge 
We publish herewith excerpts from the J anuary n~m

-ber of what is called the Regular Baptist Fellowship. 
described as the "official organ of the Regular Baptist 
Missionary Society of Alberta, 228-7Yz Stre~t, N. Ea~t, 
Calgary, Alberta," of which' Rev. Morley R. gall is Chli;lr
man. These bulletins are issued monthly. We publish 
this to let our readers know what a group of old-fashioned 
Evangelical Baptists are doing in Western Canada. We 
were sure when Rev. Morley Hall went to Calgary that 
something would happen. . 

"Behold, I say unto you, Lift up Y'OIUiI." eyes, and Look 
on the fields; for they are white already to har
vest."-.Tohn 4-35. 

The wo,rk before this Society ,holds out a great challenge 
for 1900.. That this movement Is of the Lord, the:r:e is no 
question -in the writer's mind. It is abs,olU'tilly necessary if 
we are .gioing to accomplish any forward movement for the 
Lord in this great Prairie Land. It may be ·thalt in the near 
future we will be ·able to place an article.before you dealing 
vdth this question, "Why this 'Regular' Baptist M·ovement?" 
In the meantime many of us already ;know something of that 
divisive movement, called "Modernism", and its ravages in 
the Baptist ranks·. It has left hundreds and thousands of our 
people wi1!hout a c·hurch home. Individuals and small grou<ps 
are left without true spiritual 'fellowship which is so vital 
to growth and service in our Christi-an experience. Just here 
it may not be out of place to take a glance at some of the 
correspondence we receive. 

Quotations From Letters Received. 
"Weare a little group of ·people without a she<pherd, and 

so far we .. have seen no sign of relief. ·This Rally appears 
to be the first 'ray of hope for us." 

"We do not attend any church and our children never get 
to Sunday School, as the ;preachers here .do not preach· the 
gospel. There is no Baptist Church wi'tiliin· 70 miles of us. 
We much long for a mission to be started here, as· vie feel 
there are many others here t~at are longing for the truth 
to I;>e preached." . 

"W,e enjoy the monthly 'FellowsMp' and would enjoy a 
visit from ,anyone of the Regular Baprtist Ministers at any 
time. It might be well to look this field over, IRS we are 
looking fo·r the day when, God willing, we, too, may have a 
place of worship." . 

"I have absolutely no fellowship in this town. S-till the 
Lord is blessing me in a wonderful way. I had a most defin
ite answer to prayer this week. As to the possibility of a 
g,o-sop-ell mdnISitry here ·being opened, I fOT one .would pll'ais'e the 
Lord. This town needs an awakening." . 

"We find it difficult to re·ach a satisfactoTY place to attend 
pre,aohing services. . .. At pre·sent we are trying to see 
what our chances may be for opening up when spring comes. 
We are stiJ.l holding together, although only nine in number." 

Do you find your heart responding to the appelals in the· 
.above ,quotations? If so, can we count on you for real prayer 
fellowship? How about a little sacrificial giving along with 
your prayers to make several new causes possible in the 
spring? It may not be of the· Lord to attempt a great mass 
movement all at once. Let us take the humble fi'gure of five 
as an objective number ·of new causes to start in the· next 
six months. We cannot count on much less' than $'300 p,er 
cause as an average initial eJqlense for starting and getting 
a pastor in charge. Will yO'll join us in prayer for the raising 
of this $1,500 to start new causes this. year? Then it will 
cost ,another $2,000 for ·grants to our pastors on ,the fields, . 
providing five new men are added ,to· our ranks for '1931. 
Some of us are praying about a 'Gos·pel Va'n' and.a couple· of 
Spdrit-fil!led men to g·o through the' landlas, evangelislts'. J'oin 
us in prayeT about this ·too. _ 

The E~ecutive of the Society wish to ex<press their appre
ciation of the co-operation of all that have assisted in the 
first six months ·of this· movement. Every gift has been 
received with praise to God and l1!hanks to the donor. The 
interest shown by our bre·threri in Ontario and Quebec has 

been a source of much encouragement to us. The oot:respond
-ence and 'gifts from individuals, groups and churches in the 
Prairi~ Provinces are meaning much to us right along. So 
much correspondence comes to us' from outside of Alberta 
that we wonder if our Society will have to change its name in 
,order iIi()l take in ltihe whole Pmirle Land. ~ 

The Treasurer's statement for the six months under review 
shows total receipts of $666;39. 

Send your contributions to the· Treasurer of the Society, 
Mr. H. :ij. Scrimgeour, 3215 2nd Street West, ·Calgary, Alberta. 

. Blessings in the Churches. 
Benalto Regular Baptist Church.-Encouraging ne:ws cornell 

to us ir.om this fi·eld from time to time. Pastor Howlard 
P·hillips has a large field to evangelize and shepherd. 'rhe 
regular <preaching appointments lare several, miles apart, 
and it is necessary foor him to drive over forty miles every 
Sunday along with preaching .three times and te·aching the 
Bible 'Classes. A quotation from one of his recent hitters 
will" speak something of the blessing enjoyed on this field: 

"We had 18. fine Watch-Night ,SeTvice; f'O'llr hours of prayer, 
testimony and Bible study, with about :t5 present in our 
home. Some were asiking if we had, :to Wlait fcll' another yeaIl' 
for a Watch-Night Service. . .. The last Sunday ·of Decem
ber we· had two d.ecisi"ons for Christ, and Jlanuary 4th we had 
three, 'all in Benalto." 

. Since wri-ting ·the above' letter, word came of one decision 
-in· LesliElville. -

Norwood Regular Baptist Church of Edmonton.-A few 
quotations received from the church clerk last week will be 
sufficient for our information concerning. the blessings of the 
Lord enjoyed in this cause, which was ·only s·tarted last June, 
·and ha-s as its Pastor, Gordon W Searle·: 

"Our Sunday .school attendance has increased to 64 (at 
Norwood·), and does not fluctuate as formerly. We canvassed' 
the surr.ounding nei'ghbourhood and our efforts were decidedly 
slUccessful. Ou'!." Church mem.lbers1hip had been increased by 
three, Wlhile the attendance at ou·r C'hurch ser:vices incTeases 
each we~k. D~ring· December the gospel message brought a 
boy to 'hIS SaVIOur, and -by his testimony, J,esus 'Christ is. all 
the world to him. At the H. A. "Gray Sunday School under 
our Pastor's leade·rship. the attendance has increased from 
87 to 17i2. An Adult Bible 'Class has recently been started in 

'this Sunday School for the parents." 
W~ are ·told that NO'rwood also had a ·great Watch-Night 

SerVIce. . 
Westbourne Baptist Church of Calgary.-Our Lord ,is in 

~he mids·t with His qu.ickening grace, and many are the bless
mgs 'be~towed .. yery few Sun?-ays have passed recently with
out seeIng deCISIons for ChrIst. In certain cases the con
viction o;~ the Holy. Spirit has· been mighty indeed. Some 
hav.e 'testIfied of pacII}'g .the streets for hours, trying to shake 
th~Ir burde~ of conVIctIOn off. We enjoyed a great Watch
NIght SerVIce, and then another treat of good things in a 
week of prayer following. The church building is well filled 
at .~1I ISunday Services, the Sunday School .a'ttendance now 
gOIng over .the' 300 mark. T·he mid-week prayer and Bible 
i;lt1!~y meetmgs. are. well attended, and s·eveTal testify to 
~pITltual refreshIng In the·se. At our Annual Business' Meet
mg, January 12th, reports from all departme'nts were encour-' 
aging and uplifting. The receipts for 1930 in all lam.ounted 
t? $'5,855.48, and of this amount $J.,250.15 was given to Mis'
slO·ns. The 'Clerk's report gave us an increase of 5.1 in mem-
bership fOT 1930. " 

SOME CORRECTIONS. 
(Continued from page 12.) 

$85.00 for equipment!~for chairs or something of the 
sort; and that the Fairbank Church put into the mission 
for that year about the same amount. The mission was 
discontinued after eleven months, and is not now in 
operation. . 

We are very glad to make these simple corrections. 
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AN EXPLANATION. 
Last week when :preparing Co!py £Or 

the "Un,ion" pages, it was ntOlted that ;the 
News lte:ms came from various fields and 
illustrated :that ethe M'issi()llJ8iry work in! 
whic:h Ithe Union was j,lIJtereSited cel'ltain!ly 
J,"eaChed ",the u.ttermOSJt parts O!f' the 
world," althooglh ·our God: "had! ·made 'US, 
lUI yet, wiholly l1E!SIponsilbl-e f,Dr the main
·tenance O!f ,but one Foreign l\Ussdonary 
C\ndeavo'!.". T.h:i.s was ootII1lmented: upon, 
bUlt in the ar.ra.ngement of Ithe pages, it 
was' .round iIlJecElSsary tD ·leave much of 
the news :f.Dr later puiblieation. The 
letters from: Lilberia, J'aIDJaiJCa and .so·u11h 
America did not appear. In view O!f 
this, tthe pages' this week fI,!1e devotied .in 
a large' measure to Foreign news. iDo 
P.lOt miss the extracts from l:eIbters r~en't
}y received f1"oM' Mt-s. Davey and Miss' 
J.ane. • • • • 
:EXTRACTS FROM RECENT LETTER 

FROM MRS. DAVEY. 
Awaiting the New Missionaries. 

"We have lbeen expecting a caMe from 
the Mellishes, Ib.uit S'O far ;nJone· has come. 
The next boat!; from ,England. is due ·neXlt 
week and maybe ,they and !the cable wHl 
arrive together! However, we are all 
ready-Mr. Lewis' !house is shining wilth 
~ i£reJsh coat 'Df wfhi1leiW>ash, spiders 'and 
pther crawlers have been forc~bl'Y ex
pelled-the floors ihave ,been scrulfued iby 
;liour 'Of my dusky maidens .a.nd freslh cur
tams adDrn ,the' windows. We ihave a 
temporary room flOr Miss Lime. in our 
ho.use-the n-ew house is well under way, 
bIlIt ,building ;takes t1m'e." 

"An EngHsih agent f·or one of ;the trad
ing cDm:pandes at the beach has placed a cOouple of roo·m,s .at our distp06al--so 
we shallibe able ,tiD stay there Wlhlle wait
ing for :the boat and white :the folk get 
their gOoo.ds thTough customs and make 
the ,nelcess·ary visit!; tD tbhe l'ocal gOVoernO'l." 
of this fair IPl"oviooe ,00 get their peTmilt 
otf residenoe paid~ etc., ·all of wihich taJres 
time m a land where ytOU never dIo Ito
day what!; yOlU can put 'Dff unJtH to-molTJOlW 
.-at least ltiha.t is how :they seem 00 view 
1ilfe." 

'''Dhis is .Sunday afternoon, it has !been 
¥ery hot, rot a iheavy IthullidterstDl'Im is 
cOM'mg on .and !the rain has oooled :th:i.ngs 
down a lot. We had gotod: services' ,thiS' 
morning, the people comoe ,out well ibo 1lhe 
services· and fUI the ibuilding. They are 
lookirig ;liorwaro to Ibhe DIlIW fiDlk oomIllIg, 
and' we tDD, 'are looking Ito :the LDrd for 
a real reaping time amDng ,th>ese people 
in ,this distrWt and alSI() we WIant to get 
farlther meld with the message." 

A Call for Help. 
"I got thus far with my -letter when 

in came two men, begging 'lIS Ito go .to 
their town belcau:se ·a man had: been ibadly 
hurt by a wonmdted !bush COIW. Packing 
lysol, bandages and a tin of ·mecca in a 
bowl, away we wenJt. The men said .the 
town was qi\l1te nelar, 'but we ~ ()Il]l" 
suspicilOns about :flhatt ·for the lI!I1me was 
umamillar-a.nd our feMS :proved corNet. 
Sueh a sCl"8JIllble as we h",d over lhills, 

through ibush and tmJd and water. Lf 
YDU want a real interesting WIalk you 
OIIlg'h:t ,to try 0!Ile O!f our Liberian ;paths! 
I hope tbh:e new wwkers Ibr.ing some of 
,those .big bdo!bs! Well, we eventually 
reatChtedJ the Itown and :Ilound: iIilie man in 
rattiher a Ibad way. The Jl'lllge homs af 
the animal ihad tom the ·flesh 'badly, arm, 
l-eg a.nd his .sidle. We were lSIOon in ·the 
cemre of a ibig crotwel, all w8ltch1ng close
ly ·W!h.ile Horace washed a.nJd: !bound up 
-the ugly wo'IInds. That was the first 
treatment and he !has gDne 'again !lihis 
afternoon to change ,the d!res-sings. Th~ 
Iistenedi quietly while Horace S.P'Dke· to 
them aJiterw1ards, and some are COI1ll:ing 
tD the s'ervi·ces, they say. We wa.ntl; to 
get ·out more illo towns like this, ;they :need 
·the Gospel and now the other !folk ,are 
·coming more village· work win 'be able 
to !be done. 

The Christmas Treat. 
"To-monow we are !having our Ohrist

mas' ,treat for the Sunday SlchoDI. We 
have killed Ithe 'siheeIP .to~ay and; Ithere 
will !be a ,grand feed .oo....m.orrow witlh 
races for small pl'izes, ihaJlld.!lrerchiei:s, 
'bags, heads, etlc., which came out in .tlhte 
boxes, aU to end wi;bh a sug.ar 'scramble! 
Lu1Il{P sugar ,of cou·rse--the only kind 
you can get ~e·re. I'll ,tell you albout it." 

"M'any of :bhe children arrived at dawn 
--African Y1DUIltgS!tel'lS believe .in being on 
·time if t1;h:e:re are ,pro'spects O!f fOoed in 
sight.! Mter ibreakfast the :big pot was 
filled with rice, and M'!.". Ram was 'boiling 
merrily, eViery !bit of him-lhead, skin 
and "innards", it's aU good to an African 
---.and wihile itt was cookm:g we had races 
with them aU. T.hel'e is plenty of fun in 
,them, and marvellous good temper
bUmps ·and tumhles all taken as part of 
the fun! Thelll came dinner,' antdJ 'siXlty 
liJttLe ;u.rc:h.tn.s marched into the Ohurcih 
building which ihas tIio be used ~or school 
and everyth.i.ng else-and sixty stteam
ing bowls of ;rice and meRIt vania·hed in 
a wQndemully shlOrt time. Then !follow
ed the d'is.trilbwti!Dn Oof tthe priZJes--dolls, 
handike:rchielfe and ba.gs-and .then as a 
final wind-IUp to a 'glorj,Dus day-a !Sugar 
s.cranrl>le! A wildt tangle ,of arms' ami 
legs-and the winner emetrgi.ng dtu'sty 
and smiling with >tihe precious lump 'Df 
sugar, 'als'o Uberally !besprinkled: with 
dust, but what does a little dust maibter. 
Yo-u can have lOots ·Oif !fRl!n with two 'Dr 
three .pounds of lumrp S'Ugar and a cr()wd 
of Afr.ica.n kidd'ies· ... 

. • * • •. 
EXTRACTS FROM MISS LANE'S 

LETTER. 
Africa in the Twilight. 

"Our poor Capttam was so wDrried :that 
lIe just paced :the deck. He did not want 
to put 'US. ashore in :tIhe Wilitghit, but oOur 
lug.gage ibegan tIio go off in a sur.f tboat. 
T.he 'CaptaIn made MT. Mellish ,go with 
·the first :bDat so that 'ilhere would be 
s·omoone to gruard the boxes." 

"It was ltJhezr delcided to send Ml'IS. 
MeHiSih and ·mteI in:tihe Dtheir Slurf boat!; with 
the rest of fthe lu.g,ga.ge. We were haul
ed-over !fihe side of :the !boat in a mammy 

cllair (a boxaffailr like a swing with two 
sea.ts :f.aJci.ng one anoth-er). This chair 
is joined to the biJg Cl"allIe whiCih 1hau1s 
u:p the hDXes' and ithen low-ers :1:Ihem: to 
the lbottom of rfue .s'llr.f !boat!;. -SuTd: boats 
are like ,great!; .big hiDllGW rowboats. Here 
is the pictur.e:........,a surf Iboat full of cargo 
in :the middle, abDut eight African boY'S 
·at one end and diou;r moOre at!; :the otiher, 
with the. f.wo otf us. It was' m()l()nligbtt 
and our !boat was· dra.wn iby a mo,tor boa.t 
and we ihad allioither .surf boat behind 
fun of African men." • 

Landing. 
"Whent we lCam>e near .the shore, the 

leade.r called to the men .in the mottor 
boat :to lett @() ·the rope, ,but :they did nOlt 
do iIt and the· res.ult, our bo.at went right!; 
over o.n its side." 

"The ho'Y'S pushed the Iboat by di.ggilng 
hlleir oars in the sa.nd and; getting it to 
a tplace wh:ere they could .at least have 
head and arms abDVte watter. TwD Off ,the 
bDYS j-Dln hands, you .sit on 1ibeir aDms 
and 'are carried ashore." 

"Folks here are S'D .glad tD see m'O:M 
mis'sionaries and all run .00 :ten us that!; 
,they go .to ttlhe Dawy's School." 

The Welcome. 
(Mr. ~ellish had neglected ,tD s'end Mr. 

Davey a O8Ible fl'Dm Elllgland and CDnse
quenJtly Mr. and Mrs. D~vey Wlere nDt . 
at the coast tD meet the mi,gsionary 
party.) 

"A friend.of Mr. Davey's, a gentleman 
whQ represents an English agency, ,came 
for us and ·101oked aditer ,our luggage. He 
gait all our rpel'lSlOnal things and trunks 
taken to hls house.' Then he lined 'IlIP 
tihe iboys and each carried a 'bu'lldle or 
,trunk ·Dn his he·ad." 

"We walkietd: ,to .tihe ,gentleman's house. 
It is built 'on sandy ground and is sur
rOWlded tby .beautiful trees and g:ODgeo.llS 
flowers. A tree at!; the corn'er of the 
bouse was' f.ull ·ofgDld-finch ;ntesm and I 
never did Sete sucih 10vely birds." 

"We aM advised .that Mr. and Mrs. 
Davey are expeeted at nine ,o'clock in the 
morning. We are S'O excited· ... 

MiSIS Lane's letter ·ends with the brief 
oote "Folks are here." 

* * * • 
NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 
, VVestboro. 

"We are all very lIlIUICh encDurageci at 
WeSttbDl"D and praise God ;Iioo: His ble's·s
illlg' on .the church. Prayer is 'being an
swered: jn the salvation o!f BOuls, Christ
ians a.re lbeing bllilit 'IlIP in the study O!f 
God's WOl'd. Praym- meetings are well 
>lllttellided and we feel ~at revival is on 
the way." 

Chatham. 
"Ou'!." ·Child'l."ell"s Meetings, iheld every 

Friday evening, ·are still attracting petatt 
crowds ,of iboys and ,girls, the a1ltellldallJce 
lbeing dial' abDve tihe average last!; year." 

"Sunday evening, J.anua7 25th, :three 
mODe pl"Dfessed COIll:version.' 

Trenton. 
"JaIll:uary 25dJh WIaS an'Other d'ay O!f 

ibl-essing in Trentton. A younJg m'an was 
baptWedi and his wife also ;pu'blicly re-
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tu.i:ned' to ·the Lord fllom !backsliding. 
Two young ladies and a married woman 
were saved and anOither lady decided fur 
baplti:sm." , 

Montreal Pastors' and People's 
Conference. 

AU eight ipastors of OUll' M'oIlltre'al
Ottawa ASSIOCiati'on were PTeS!eIII!t at the 
Thu·rsday and Friday ·Come·renee iherd 
.January 22nd and 23rd in St. Paul's 
Chu.rch, M'OIlIbreaJ.. It was a time IO!f 
wonderful fellowship and Rev. J8JlIlIE!'S 
Han !.IemaiIlledwith.Mr.St.James.to 
. assist in spelCial meetings. An early 
rep,ollt ·of the ,meeti'lllgs :adJvises thia.t 'a 

• IDaIIl· wlho had· been under ·:tIhe IPrea.ching 
Df Mr. St. James for two months made 
public condiessioon on :the .F'l'idlay niglh·t and 
·.had been Qut to every ser.vilCe since. A 
m;arked ch&'lllge was manifest in him. 
T,wQ ibright young ,gi·rls dlecided f·or 
Christ OIll Sunday. 

Noranda. 
We thank God fio.r His m8llJ.iilest iPre

s·enC'e with us in our WOrK here. Especial
ly doo we ·relJoice in ,the IMessing and en
cQuragemem tn children's work. 'Great 
intJe!'lest is evidenced in learning of 'scrip
tull'e .portions a.nd· cJhoruses. -M.iJght we 
reque·gt praY'fIr ·sy.m,p·wthy !by ,the i!."'e·aders 
of the Witness that we may see a 
real w.aV'e .of .sopirtual qui'I!Jkoening among 
both yoQlUng and old? 

Mount Dennis. 
Truth Regular Baptis,t Mission, Mou-nlt 

Dennis, asJks the prayers ,of the Lord's 
people. BeginrniiIl!g S'IlDd:ay, February 
8th, they will as'semble in theill' new me€ot
ing place, the G.W.V.A. Hall, c'Oorn·er ,of 
Dennis' nd We'ston Road, Mount Dennis. 
Stud'ent E. C. W,OoOod -of the Toronlto Bap
tist Seminary, illl~nisters to ·this peoiPle 
and soervices a.roe h'eoJd each Sunday 'at 
eleven and s,even, with· Sunday School at 
three ,p.m. Vis.j·tors wiU be very weI-' 
c·ome. The Woes.tOon Road ear stops at the 
do'or. 

• .• * * 
JAMAICA. 

Clarksomille and Mount Moriah. 
A recel'\t letter from Re·v. John W. 

Knight, who is located' at ,Clallksonville, 
Jamaic'a, gives the following interesting 
news: 

"It i~ diffoicul't t,o describe any pl"o,gress 
there may be when there are few ·out
ward manifestations ·of blessing, yet I 
feel that t.he last f·ew months will pl"o.ve 
to ha¥e ·been mOn!ths of rich 'bleSising 
when The Bo·oks ·aTle reckonoed up, in 
s'P,ite of all our'short c·omi·ng,s: One .s;eems 
to be impressed with .the fact tha't -the 
W ol"d Ihas been going deeper in'to thoe 
hearts of ·at leas·t a g.o·odly few, though 
there are stiIl hosts of Christians who 
are ·as' disj.ointed members of ·the -boody 

.Qf -Christ in this place, and Te·vival is 
greatly needed. 

There were f.our baptized a.t M'oUIl!t 
Moriah t.wo weeks ago and' ·five ,thi·s weeok 
at Tweedside. Yes'terd'ay at Mount MOor
iah. the~e wer~ threoe decisi:Oons, two y.oung 
lad'ies m the morning and 08. Y'Ollmg man 
at the op·en air service in the afternolon. 
We p'ad very fine gatheringsata.l,l the 
Slervlces. . 

Woe ·are lo·o·king forward to-a ti·me of 
real blessing 8!t the special services whdc'h 
(D.V.) will be held here next week and 
thoe fiO'llowing week at Mount Moriah." 

Paradise and Stacey ville. 
Rev. O. T. Johnston writes under daJte 

of January Sth, as folloWs: 

THE 'GOSPEL WITNESS 

"On the 28th of December a.t Stacey
violIe, woe had a crowded bui1din.g wi.th 
about .sev'en ~undT·ed present. That day 
·there were three restored to feUowshiop. 
We had ·othe·r well attended s6ll'vices dur
i:ng the Christmas and New Year sea&oIl!S; 
among them a oaptismal serVlce on Janu
ary 2nd when Oover five hundred witnessed 
the o·rdinance. On thoe 4th we Il'eceived 
the six who were b8iplnsled in-to fellow
ship. On a previous ·occasi·on three were 
:receilVed: into fellQwship fl\()III. other Ba.p
tist churches. During this week, we are 
having meetings foil' pr.ay.er ·and 'praise, 
bu.t attendance is nOot quite as sa.tisfa.ctory 
as Qne would desire. 'fhoe work in this 
sphere, is tedi,ous and extensive, noeces.
sitati.ng the !Il!agOot]ation .of Stteep grades 
'and dangerous ·streams and covering a 
T·a.dius of a.bout ten miles, B.acksliders 
are numerous ·and the ~ast number -of 
unsaved, all'e aiImo,st untouched. Altogether 
a very lar,ge task is befQre us, ·but with 
the suppLy of ltihe' spdrit' ()of J est\loSi Christ 
and the pray:ers of .the saInts, success 
i.s ours. 

H WtaS' ·a pi'e'asu.re, a f.ew days· a.go, 
to' meet Bl'IOother John' Knigtht again 
and 'be assOoCiated wi·th him Oon a mis-' 
sj.onary pla·tf.orm. His mess·ag.e was 
simple. clear .and· 'P·ower:f.ul. The ,audi
ence listened with ke·en interest ·as the 
Old Gospel was passed ·dong. 'May God 
give Jamaiea many. more Hkoe 'Bl'Iother 
Kni.ght." 

* * ... * 
THE LATE MR. JOHN WATI'. 

Thell'e' plas'sed awa'Y' in Lake.llaIlld, Florida, 
O'n M.omday, J'anuary 19th', a weIl-beI.oved 
member/·of the Runnymede Road BaJ)tiSit 
Ohurch, Tor.onto~ "in the pers·OIl! of- Mr. 
J·ohn Watt. 

FOT many yea.r.s MT. W'att exoerdsed a 
wide ministry among his ass()Ciates who 
knew 'him 'as a Man O!f God aiIl!d. a . ma.n 
Qf deep ·convictions. He was horn just 
outside T,ol"onto s'ixty-three yea.rs a.g.o 
a.nd ·i·n his early y·ears ·accepted Chris-t 
and was ba'PltLsed in the Ehenezer Baptist 
Church, Isj;i:ngron. He came to Too'l'\onto 
about fo'l'ty years ago ·an.d establis'hed 
a sroal!l grai.n bus-iness in the Woes,t End 
of the City. Fr·om sma!lI beginnings' this 
gre·w to the substantial company known 
as the Watt Milling and Lum'ber Co. of 
whi<c·h Mr. W'att was President. 

In the churches with which, Mr. Wa.tt 
was identi.fi'ed, he g.ave of his time un
Sltlintin,gly. For some year:s ,he was a 
membe·r of Annette St. Ba·ptis-t O11IUrC'h 
and la·tera.t St. J·ohns ROoad Ba:ptist 
Church and at Parkdale he was a valued 
member. AboUit six years ag·o, Mr. W,att 
took his members·h1p to the Runny.med,e 
ROoad BaptIst Church aill'~ .at the ti:me of 
his de.a:th was a Tru~ltee of the Ohurch 
and the Ohah:man of the Board of ,Fi
nanc·e .. 

The· funeral service was held in thop 
Runnymede Roa.d Church, T·or.onto, 0:11 
'Saturd'ay, January 24th, and w.as c'on
,ducted by his P·astor. Rev. P. B. Loney, 
as·sisted .by Re-v. W.:..J. H. Brown 
and Rev. W. E. Atkinson. Mr. Loney's 
text expressed Mr. Watt's faith ani! 
accounted for his unswerving Iloyalty 
to the Fundamentals ·of our Faith. 
his support of his Church, ·o{ the 
Unj,on of which it was a ·part and ·of 
the work -committed ·to it-"I know whom 

15 (575) 

I have 'believed and am persua:ded that 
He is able to keep that w.Mcn I have 
committed unto Him ag.ainst that day." 
The Dhu'l'Ch was 'P'8Cked wi.th friends, 
man~ ·of whom 'had known Mr.' Wiatt for 
many years a.nd felt the I.oss of Qne who 
had been an ()outstanding figure in the 
life of the community. 

It is a remarkable fact thaJt M'l'. Watt 
was the first member of the Runny
med'e Road Bapt'ist Ohureh to pas.S Qn 
to' g10ry during ~he eight years of M·r. 
Loney'·s pasto'l'ate . 

• * * 
. NOTICE TO CHURCHES • 

oChurches are reminded that the press 
will welcome condensed repQrts cover
ing Annual Meetine-s. 

. Duplex ·and Oother Offering ·envelopes 
may 'be ord'ered .from the Union Office, 
337 J·arvis Street, Toronto. 

T·he Missionary Bulletin will be mailed 
to any address free· of charge on request. 
It is issued about the 15th of each month 
and is being enlarged to co·ver the· work 
more generally. 

HARTFORD. 
The Har.t;Wrd 'Baptist Church met in 

annual me~ng on Wednesday, January 
211st, and although the weat·he·r may have 
kept some at home, thelle was a good 
a:ttendanoo. Dinner was served by the 
ladies ,and much appreciated. The Pas'
tor - eoalled . the meeting to order and 
op,ened with -devotional exercises, reading 
Psalm 103. T.he l"eports of the various 
branc·hes of thoe work were· encouraging 
.and the finaneial needs of ,all were met, 
each Treasurer having a balance on hand. 
"For this we thank and pJ;'aise our 
He·avenly Fl8ther," writes -the Pastor, 
Rev. W. T. Farr, "and as a church and 
people take courage and ·go fQrward". 

Special evangelistic services will be 
held ·at.Hartford in the near future·. Pray 
that the Lord will pre'pare His people and 
work through them to the salvation. of 
souls. 

* * * * 
SCOTLAND. 

The Annual Meeting of the Union Bap
ti·st Church, SCQtland, Ontario, was held 
on Wednesday, Janu,ary 7th. After a 
dinner .soerved in the bas,ement, the mem
bers of the Church and congrega:tion ad
j.ourned to th·e Church for the business 
meeting, at which a most satisfactory 
report was given of the year's activities. 

In spite (Jof the increased industrial 
de,pres'sion, the financial statement was 
a.h~ad of last year with mussiQnary of
ferm.gs doubled. At the Thank-Offering 
Se'l'Vlce· about $68.00 was cOIlltributed 
towards the building fund, thus Ieav.ing 
only a small balance to make the Church 
entirely free' of debt. The Bible School 
has ·a devoted band of officers and 
teachers. whose regularity Qf attendance 
during the year has meant much for the 
proSlperi'ty of the School, which has nQt 
only met its current expenses but con
tributed a generous 'amQunt towards the 
heatin~ and lighting (Jof the Ohurch. 

DurIng the year there have been six 
conversions, and the deep spiritual life 
of the church has been manifested in the 
harmony and }.ovin,g fellowship amongst 
Pastor and people. 

Reported by Mrs. Norah M. Howson. 
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THE GOSPEL WITNESS 

God th.at we are His? What is the gospel 
accordIng'to you? Observe the typical 
teaching of J·oseph's blameless life. 

II. RESISTING TEMPTATION, 
(vs. 7-12). 

Feb. 22nd, 1931 These verses ·givea picture of Ithe 
First Quarter loose morals. existing in the' higher 

Lesson 8 

JOSEPH THE SERVANT 

Lesson Text:' Chapter 39. 
Golden Text: "And the' Lord was with 

J.oseph, and he was a prosperous 
man; and he was in the house of his 
master -the Egyptian." (Gen. 3'9:2.) 

1. PROSPERED BY GOD, (va. 1-6). 
None ,but those who suffer unjustly can 

understand the feelings of those who. are 
called to ·pass through such an exper
ience. At first it is lill'ble to _ be mos.t. 
keenly felt, but afterwards one .is· sus
tained by - the consci{)usness of' the 
righteousness (If one's attitude, and with 
the help of God the burden is borne. 
Joseph was called upon to s:uffer in such 
a manner;· first at the hands of his 
.brethren, then in the hous'e of Potiphar, 
and afterwards in prison. It mght have 
seemed to Joseph as If his cas~ was hope
less, as if God had !fors!aken him; but in-

. stead thereof his divine Master was only 
getting him into a position where he 
could use him to greater advantage, even 
to the 'blessing {)f nati{)ns. All things 
work together for ·good to those woo love 
the Lord, (Rom .. 8:28). God knows the 
ena from the beginning, and if we are in 
His will "no experIence need disc·ourage 
us, for each one will further His purpose 
in and thl'ough us. In this world· we ar~ 
promised tribulation, (John 16: 33), and 
it is 'necessary, sometimes, as in the case 
of.Joseph that we go down that He might 
raIse us up. 

In whatever situation Joseph was 
placed he .gave evidence of the favour of 
God being upon him. In this instance 
he was sold by the Ishmaelites to Poti
phar, captain of Pharaoh's gual'd, and 
placed in the house of his master, (vs-. 
1, 2). In this position God bles.sed him 
in a remarkable manner, testimony to 
this being given by Ihis master. Several 
statements are made in relation the·reto. 

. We are informed, "the Lord was with' 
Joseph", (v. 2) "and his master saw that 
the Lord was wIth him, and that the 
Lord made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand", (v. 3), "the Lord blessed the 
Egy:ptian's house f.or Joseph's sake, and 
the blessing of the Lord was upon all 
·that he had in tlie house and in the field" 
(v. 5). The result was that, "he left ad 
that Ihe had in Joseph's hand" (v. 6). 
This Is a remarkable testimony ~ the up
riglit, godly life of the young man. The 
~rd ·gave ev.idence of -his presence with 
hIm, and !l heathen man gave testimony 
to that eVIdence. Note the nature {)f thi~, 
testimony, its significance, and the cours; . 
and consequence of its presentation; also 
the character {)f the Hfe about which it 
testifies, the source of ,its greatness and 
the' power sustaining it. Joseph ~as a 
means ·of blessing because he trusted in 

, God and obeyed Him. What does the 
. world think of our Christian profession? 
What evidence are we giving that we are 
sav-ed? What ev.idence do we have from 

c:lasses of society in the Egypt of that 
e·arly day. The women were not as 
secluded as ,in o1Jter easter·n c·ountries. 
In respect #to this' temptation several 
things are mentioned. FiMt, the 
physical attractiveness of Joseph, "he 
was a goodly perSQn, well favoured", (v. 
6). Second, the nature of the temptation' 
his mistress "cast her eyes upon him": 
and g·ave expression ~o an evil t'eque·~t, 
(v. 7). She was eVIdently presuming 
upon 'her superior position, also manifest
ing the wickedness· of her heart, and the 
depravity of her IffilOr8l1s'. Third, the 
manly and rii'hteous reply {)f Joseph. He 
reminds his mistress ·of his trusted 
p·osition in the house, and reasons with 
her against committing such great 
wickednes's, and sinnIng against God, 
(v.s. 8, 9). The Godward aspect {)f sin 
!equires e·mphasis !for it only too often 
I.S overlooked. Wrongdoing of any kind 
is sin against God, f{)r which some day 
we must give account. 

In "11he fourth ,place the persistent 
nature of the temptation is evident, "she' 
spoke to J,os'eph day by day", but "he 
hearkened not unto he'1''', (v. 10). This 
was a contest between g·ood and evil, be
tween purity and impurity, between 
I~l.{)rality and "immorali~, and the right 
SIde won. The fifth thing of note is the 
determination -of the woman to force the 
man to conform to her will, (v. 12.). 
Note the greatness and.subtleness of the 
~emJlta.tion, J os·eph's attitude concerning 
It, and the consequences involved. Ex
planation may als·o be made In the man
ner in ~hich temptation ought to .be met 
thes.e days, f.ollowing the example {)f 0\lr 
SaVIour, (Matt. 4 : 1-1.1). 

III. WRONGFULLY ACCUSED, 
(vs. 13-18). 

Bau1ked {)f the gratification of her 
desire, Joseph's mistress sought revenge 
on h~r slave, and t8lking advantage {)f 
the cIrcumstantial evidence in her pos~ 
session, respecting the coat which in the 
,struggle she had taken from Joseph 
(v .. 12), she call1ed unto the men of th~ 
house that they might be witnesses to the 
supposed ,offence of J·osepih, (v. 14). And 
t!'len, her ·husband being absent, she laid 
up the' garment by her unto his return, 
(v. 16), when she wrongtfully accused 
Joseph of 'a serious' offence, (vs. 17, 18). 
O?serve ·the nature of this action in its 
~Ickedness,. and revengful spirit; the 
reason for lt, and the . consequences in
volv·ed. Attention may als.o be drawn to 
the possibility {)f erring in 'forming judg
m~nt, .from circumstantial evidence: Such 
eVIdence, may. be mani'Pulated ·to suit 
some~ne s .desires. Also, emphasis' may 
be la~d upon. the. necessity for careful
ness m formmg J~dgment upon others, 
('ven when the eVIde·nce seems against 
them. AJppearances are not always what 
th-e-y seem. 

IV. CAST INTO PRISON, (vs. 19-23). 
"And it came to pass, when his master 

heard the words of 'his wife, which she 
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spake uhto him, saying, After this man
ner did thy servant to me; that his wrath 
was kindled", (v:. 19). This was a 
natural result, ~et he should have given 
Joseph an opportunity for defence; but 
one can hardly act calmly under such 
circumstances: the word of the wife was 
taklen at its face value. A hot spirit 
leads to drastic action, "And J{)sevh's 
~aster took him, and put him into thie 
prison, a place where :the king's prison
ers were bound; ·and :he was there in the 
prison", (v. 20). This was all done 
evidently without careful inquiry. It is 
not ,likely that anything said by Joseph 
wouId have helped him for the word of a 
slave would not have been tak!en' dn 
preference to that of the mistress. 
Joseph had to suff,er in sHence, being 
reviled he answered nOlt, like his great 
antitype. (I Pet. 2: 23). 

J,oseph might well have been dis
couraged; :his 'Purity of li:lie so far had 
only gotten him Into trouble. Sometimes 
.the impression is given th·at if one is true 
to God everything is sure to go wehl with 
him, but sucoh -is ·not always' the case. In 
this world we shall have tribulation, our 
Lord informs ;us, bu.t we are to be of 
good cheer, becaus,e He has {)vercome' the 
world, (John 16: 33). 'Dheref{)re when 
we come to lea"l'n of saints of God having 
severe trials let us not think of them as 
having 'back-slidden from grace. They 
may ·be living more closely to God than 
we are. The ,triaIs' are permitted to coma 
in order to test them, 1fuat they mi~ht hp
come more like their Saviour,. and re
mail!-ing true to Him, His name is 
glorIfied thereby, (I Pet. 1: 7). 

God does not 'allow us to go th'1'ou~h 
the trial alone, He: ihas promised never to 
leave or forsake us,. (Heb. 13: 5), and 
J ~seph' was blessed with the evidence of 
HIS presence. He "was with Joseph and 
.~'howed .him mercy, and gave him :f.~VOll.l' 
In the 'SIg~t ·of the keeper of the prison", 
(v. 21), WIth thie result tha.t he was given 
full charge of everything in the prison 
under the keeper. "And the k!eeper ()f' 
~he priso.n 'committed to Joseph's ha)1,t 
a:JI the prls·oners tha,t were· in the prison; 
,and whatsoever they did there he was 
bhe doer of it", (v. 22). This i~ another 
remarkable testimony to the -blameless 
life of this young man. 

The ·sovereignty of God is to be 
observed in this and other incidents in 
Joseph's life. His eternal plan affected 
the w~ole world in Christ, (Eph. 1: 4), 
and HIS ·chosen people Is·rael as foretold 
to Abraham, (15 : 1'3), and He was using 
~.oseph, one o~ His serv-ants, in the carry
mg OUit of H.s· purpose. . When we live 
~lose to. our Lord all our experiences fit 
In to. HIS great 'Plan. Let there not be 
rebelhous there:f.ore when time·s seem 
dar~, and everything appears to be going 
a,&,amst us. If God is working out His 
wI~I. through us, then we are highly 
pr~vIleged; There are better and br.ighter 
thlOgs before us if we are· obedient· 
others are sure -in some way to b~ 
~les,sed thtoug:h "!ls. Note God's protect-
109 ca;e ·oveI: :S:IS servant, the effect of 
J os.eI?li s godly hfe, and the neces'sity f{)r 
all saInts truly representing their Savour 
denying self, talGng up the cross and 
followi~g Him, (Matt. 16 : 214). . 
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