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The Office' of the Prophet 
Tp.e true prophet, like the true pa.stor, is the father 

of his people. When J oash addressed the prophet 
Ellisha as his father he ·did more than employ a formal 
term of respect. The king was greatly moved (II. 
Kings 13 :14) and "wept over his face" as lie said, "? 
my father; my father"; and no doubt meant what hiS 
language implied, that Elisha had' been the father of 
his people.. . ( . .. 

There is a common mental.attttude which IS mhos­
pitabie to the parental word, or to. any wo~d weigh~ed 
with time and experience. There IS a qualIty of mmd 
which, though it may enlarge with the. years, does not 
mature: it is a house with an ·eastern prospect and no 
back windlOw, which sees the sun risy, but never ob­
serves its setting. It liv·es in ~he prese~t and the ~utul"e, 
and is without even a noddmg acquamtance with the 
past. Such a mind develops a temper like Rehob6~m's, 
which welcomes only. the counsel of youth and mex­
perience: It assumes that life is one long, unclouded 
Saturday afternoon. It is a mental garden. in which 
there are no perennials, and in which that which grows 
gr.ows quickly because there is ~o -depth of .earth .. T~.e 
spirit of such a life ~s cha;actenz~d by an .en~hUS1~St1C 
readiness to manufacture .thmgs qUickly, but IS Impatient 
of everything which requires time to grow .. Th~' on~y. 
heavenly characteristic of such. a life is, that It will 
have nothing to do with any kind of tree which does 
not yield its fn~it at least every month. , 

To all such.-and who of us does not recognize some 
aspects o.f his own ·disposition in the picture?-the pro­
phet mus't come with the enlightening, steadying, ex­
perimental word of a father. He m.ust set the segment- • 
ary and incidental' events of the individual life in the. 
iight of universal experience .. He must bring the pres­
ent into the light of the past, and throw the light of 
the eternal' upon the temporal, and thus give to life a 
true perspective. He must· be a fat~er to the orphan 
mind, which,. child-like, is so engrossed with its tem­
poral toys, it has never 'enquired whence it came, and 
therefore is ignorant of its true r·elations. 

,iWher.e there is no VISIOn the people perish .. " So· 
perished Pharaoh and all his hosts. "Now' there ar,ose 

. up a new king over Eigypt which knew not Joseph." 
Had there 'bee~ an Egyptian prophet to bridge that 
gap, a~d to inform tne king of his indebtt:!dness to the 
past, he h'ad been worth more to Pharaoh than the 
chariot of Egypt and the horsemen thereof. And the 
true prophet must be a father to the new kings which 
know not Joseph, to teach them not to contend against·, 
but to 'ally themselves with princjples which climb 
from pits through dungeons to a throne. 

As years are multiplied and .experience is deepened 
and ·extended, a man may summon courage to offer 
counsel to his· juniors.. But it. is not of naturally 
acquired wisdom we speak; for the richer his own 
experience· the less inclined a wise man is to obtrude 
his advice upon others. Nor was it solely natural 
capacity or widely varied knowledge which made 
Elisha a father to his nation. . 

A man who had known Spurgeon well, told us that 
as ,he reread his early sermons he was led to marvel 
chiefly at the maturity of their thought and the wealth 
of experience they implied. He. said he could not 
understand how so young a man as he was then had 
attained the menta~ stature o;{ a s~ge. . 

W·e ventured to reply that we believed there was 
but one .eX!planatilOn, and quot,ed the Psalmist's .saying: 
"0 how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the 
day. Thou through thy commandments hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies: for they are ·ever with me. 
'1 have more understanding than all my teachers: for 
thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more 
than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts." For 
it was on this ground. that Elihu presumed to speak. 
He said: "I am )'loung, and ye are very old; wherefore 
I was afraid and durst not show you mine opinion. I 
sai~, Days should sp·eak, and mul.titude of years should 
teach wisdom. But there is a spirit in man, and the 
inspiration of the AbnigHty giveth them understand­
ing. Great men are not always wise, ~either do the 
ag.ed underst.and judgment. Ther.efore I said, Hearken 
to me. I also will shew II\ine opinion." 
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The prophet is a 'messenger. In the New'Testament 
. ·meaning of. the term he must be an expositor of the . 

great principles of th.e Bible. ,And the eX!pository 
preacher may come to his congregation with the 
authority of years, and the benefit of unlimited ·experi­
ence. -He is wisdom's mouthpiece, saying: "Doth not 
:wi.sdom cry? and understanding put forth her voic-~? . 
... Unto you, 0 .men, I call; and my voice is: to the 
sons of man .... The Lord possessed me iri the begin­
ning of his way, before his works of old. I was set 
up from everlasting; from the beginning, oQr ever the 
earth was. When there were no depths I was brought 
f,orth; when there were no fountains aboun~ing with 
water. Before the mountains were settled, before the 
hills was I brought forth ;'while as yet he had not made 
the earth, nO,r the field.s, nor the highest part of the 
dust of the world. 'Vhen he prepared the heavens I 
was there: when he set a. compass upon th~ face of 
the depth: when he ·established the clouds above: 
when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: when 
he· gave to the sea his decree that the waters should not 
pass his cO'rnmandments: when he appointed the foun­
dation of the earth: then was I by him as one brought 
up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him: rejoicing in the habitable part of 
his earth ; and my delights were with the sons 0'£ men. 

"Now therefore hearken unto me, 0 ye children: 
for 'blessed are they that keep my. ways." 

The prophet is a father to his people only as he 
voices the ageless message of this Book, and spea,ks 
the woQrd 'of the Etern.al Father. Then, without apol­
ogy 01' presumption, he may cry in .the hearing of the 
world: "Hear instruction, and be ~ise, and refuse it 
not". 

"A LITTLE MEMBER." 
It is ·commonly sai,d that words are cheap; whereas 

, the truth is that nothing in the world is more costly. 
"For in many things we offend all. If any ma.n offend 
not in word, the same is a perfect man,' and able also 
to'bridle the whole body." The tongue is the most 
difficult of all our members to control; and we are told 
"the tongue is a fire, a world ·of iniquity' ... the tongue 
can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison". There is not one of the readers of The Witness 
who has. not prove'd these words to be true. Some­
times wrong is done by oth~r members of the 'body; 
but the tongue is the guiltiest tnem'ber ·of all. Made 
to be oQccupied with God's praises; designed to be en­
gaged in a ministry of love; too often it is employed 
as a messenger of Satan. Christian churches suffer 
much from the inconsistencies of conduct on the part 
of their members; but the principal damage' to the 
cause of Christ is doOne by unsanctified tongues.' The 
writer has been asked to sit with many church councils 
when trouble' has arisen in a church, and in the majority 
of instances such trouble may be trac'ed to an unruly 
tongue. It is ·extra.ordinary that many apparently good 

. people, who would count it a crime to ·defraud another 
of a five-cent piece, or'to inflict upon another the slight­
est bodily injury, yet seem· to have no compunction 
whatever in robbing another of. his rep!ltation, or in 
inflicting upon the sensitive spirit wounds which years 
cannot heal. 

But the worst of this habit is that it is us'ually done 
in the dark. Men privily slander their neighbour with 
their tongue. When the man whose character is be­
smirched is not present, pr the woman whose motives 
are impugned knows nothing about it, an unkind' word 
.is spoken which sets on fire the whole course of natl1r·e. 
The command "Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neig-hbour" is just as much a part of the 
decalogue as "Thou shalt not kill", or "Thou shalt not 
steal". The blessing of the Lord is prev'ented, and 
many a Christian life is stripped of its .beauty arid fruit­
fulness and power, by the pernicious habit of speakin,g 
evil of other people. There is perhaps no instrument 
which the devil uses with more deadly effect than the 
human tongue; a,nd who of us aares to assume that we 
are safe in this particular? We need to pray constantly 
to :be preserved from evil speaking; and this may be 
only as our conversation is always with grace, sea­
soned with salt. 

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. 
We have in mind an ideal family circle. The father 

is a professional man of ·eminence, the author of sev­
eral books oQf importance. But he is chiefly a father,' 
and loves to have' his children about him. On a cer­
tain ·evening the family might be seen assembled in. 
the living-room, all interested apparently in the same 
thing. But they 'are not listening to a learned I lecture 
by the head of the hous.ehold, nor to a musical per­
formance 'by the oldest· daughter: they are listening 
to the baby learning to talk; and .by the smiles which 
irradiate all faces it would appear tliat the greatest 
entertainer would have to look to his laurels when in 
competition with his majesty the baby'. 

. Thus should lit be in the household of faith. Among 
the members of the family there should be some who 
are deeply learned in the mysteries cf the gospel. The 
older children should be leaving the first princi'ples, 
and going on to perfection. But where love reig-ns 
the household' will feel'a special interest in and respon­
sibi1i(y for the younger members of the family, especi­
ally for the babes; and every member of the household 
will help tQ teach the baby to talk and' to walk 

The church prayer-meeting should hear the voice of 
mature experience in prayer and testimony; but it 
ought also to be the place where the 'babes learn to 
talk. Nothing is so stimulating to faith. as the prayer: 
and testimony of new-born souls. Pity the church 

. which is a stranger to the music of the prattle of new­
born babes! 

Moreover, the household of faith ought 1'0 learn t'o 
100Qk after itself. How 'unoomfortable a guest would 
feel in a home where all the older children were con~ 
tent to sit around iOn idleness, while one pair of hands. 
did all the work! Each member of the. family should 
carry a share ·of the household burdens. And a grow-

I ing church should be like a gmwing family, where the 
work is equally distributed among the stronger 
children. . 

We know a church where these ideal 'conditions in­
creasingly . obtain; where an ever-increasing family 

, love to listen to the lis pings of the new-born, and 
where all the children are learning so to work tog.ether 
that no one .i~ overworked, and what is moOre unus~al, . 
few are under-worked. . 

-----
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Alw~y~ 
By Rev. 'T. I. Sto~kley, D.D., Dean of Toronto Baptist Seminary. 

Always is 'a key word. It tells of the breadth of the III. 
claims of Christ. Human nature does not like this. It 
liKes times of outbreak, times of semi-madness when all 
restraints 'are thrown off. Some religions allow such 
times. if' the Lord Jesus would only make room for 
them, many more would become "Christians'\ But 
Christ's,word is "Always". He makes no exception, no, 
not for one moment. His own Presence is with us "ai-

, ways": "Lo, I am with you always",-all the days and 
all the hours, of grief and of joy. We could not bear it 
if it were not so.' Our Lord is never absent. He never 
leaves us alone: He never loses sight of us. And so, His 
word for us is ."aiways". . 

I. 

((Alw~,>Is" covers our speaking life, "Let 'your speech 
be always with grace", (Co, 4 :6), alwaY'S "in grace" as 
its verv element. The contrast ~s seen in first John chap­
ter four, verse five, "they speak of the 'world". The 
smallest leaf on the tree of our life is t9 be 'full of the 
sap of the Holy Spirit, full of "grace"., Such "speech" 
may riot always be pleasing, put whatever its tone, it is to , 
rise out ~of grace. Weare to become "golden mouthed". 
Vve are all prone to catch the style and accent of the coun­
try in which we dwell: if we live "in the heavenlies': 
with God we shall speak "in grace". "With salt" says 
Paul. That does not mean wit, but with the power that 
shall banish utterly out of our speech the impure motive, 
and debasing allusion. Salt preserves, and if this element" 
i~ always put into our speech it will keep our talk from 
rotting: kill'the frivolous, the dreary gossip, the ill-na­
tured, and idle speech. Salt gives savour and slays insipid 
generalities. Speech should· "always'! be suitable to the 
case in hand, (Col. 4 :6). 

lV.-

"Alwavs" covers all our i1lner life. It controls con­
science. 'We should always have "a consc.ience void of 
offence", (Acts 25 :16). 'Ve should act as in sight of 
the judgment seat of Christ. We are weak if conscience 
is not clean; but if that voice has nothing against us we 
are strong. So we 111ust have it purified by the blood of 
Christ and then kept 'p~re and "void of offence" by com­
munio!J. with Him. "Always" reaches the intellect too. 
Peter writes in order that- we may "have .these things al- "Alw~,>'s" covers all our active life. We are to be 
ways in remembrance". If you as,k, "what things?" then "always abound.ing in the work of th~ Lor,~", (I Cor . 

. first Peter, chapter one, verses five to 'fifteen wilt' ten ' :5 :58). -:r:hen liS there to ;~e .NO rest: Chnst cam~ ~,s 
you, We are "always" to have in earnest remembrance' .Lhe rest GIver,: and once bemg weaned He sat thus, 
th~ mOl!lentous and precious truths of Christ. The things' and rested. It ~as then the. wor~ of t.he Lord to :est . 

• that matter most, we must h?-ve always in memory. '''AI- ,He was. also domg t~e s~bh~est .~er':'lc~ all the tIme, 
ways'" covers ou!, emotional life also. We are to "Re- (John 4,26). yvor~' IS .be~!evmg: ThIS l'S the ~ork.of 
joice in the Lord always". ·(Phil. 4:4), and "as 'sorrowful G9d t~at ye beheve m ~llm: The,.wo~k of God IS domg 
yet to. be always rejoicing", (2 Cor. 6:10). "Always ap- the WIll of .God,.and m fIrst Cormth1ans! chapt~r four­
plies thus to. our world of mc,>od and feeling,' Whatever teen, verse fIfty-eIght! that looks ~o be actIve ~erv1ce. " 
our condition, or age, our circumstances, our emotions are . L;.t us not do as .htt!,e as poSSIble, but 'be always at 
to be kept in hand, kept "always" rejoicing. Nor is our ~t. Always aboun~ng ---:-heart and ha~ds always ~ull of 
will to be omitted from the control of "always". We are It. AI~;ys 'aboundll'~g because o,!-r. Lord.s presen<;e 1s"ever 
to be "always confldene" (2' Cor. 5 :6). By a deliberate near. Always havmg all suffICIency m all thmgs we 
act of, the will we must refus~ to doubt God-whatever may ab0un~ to every goo.d work,. (2 C~;.,? :8). ~? be­
our trials. All of us know something of a sinking of cause we al~ays have a~l suffIcIency, ,always can 
heart and hdpe, but we can be confident concerning'the mark. all our hfe and. keep It always fre~h and strong,and 
issue. The wildest seas must only toss' us more com- beaJ,ttlful and abounding m heavenly frUJtfulness. 
pletely upon the bosom of Christ. So we should will' 
never to lose faith, but to be "always confident".' This 
"always" reaches to th..-e, whple of our inner being. 

II. 
"Always" covers 'our devotional life,' "Men ought 

always to prai', (Luke 18:1), to "pray always", (Luke 
21 :36). So says our Lord. Paul is like his, Master urg­
ing the Christian warrior to be "prayit;lg always", (~ph. 
6 :18). So thrice the word comes to us. Our devotional 
life is not to be a matter of fits and starts; but to be main­
tained under all, conditions. Nothing must be allowed to 
hinder prayer. We are never to let it flag; but to get 
into the delight of prayer and get to see that it is the 
channel of all blessing; that it is "the Christian's vital 
breath". We must be always breathing if we are to live. 
Let "always" mark, our devotional life on all days-busy 
days and holidaY'S. It:is of supreme importance. If we 
pray "always" we shall always be pure and strong and 
ready. ' 
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Three thirsty children, 

: Who always want a "djink". 
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Utbt. 31 arbi~· I ~ttttt tlulpit 
HOW GOD MADE A PRINCE OF A SUPPLANTER. 

A Sermon by the Pastor, Dr. T. T. 'Shields. 

Preached in Jarvis Street Baptist Church, Toronto .. 

(Stenogr8lphically reported.) 

"And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God -met him."-'Genesis 32': 1. 

Two weeks ago w.e were engaged in a study of told the truth a£.ter all. But ·such casuistry dishonors' 
the charader of Esau, described in the Scripture as God's word. There is this difference b'etween biblical 
"a profane .person, who for one mors·el of meat sold biography and biographies written by uninspired men: 
his :birthi-i,ght." And we observed that while Esau When an inspired pen 'Writes the record· of a man's­
had -many amiaole characteristics, the distinguishing ,li'fe, it does not hesi·tate to tell the .truth about him. 
fea~ure about him was that he found no place for' God And.in the stories of the lives of Abraham, and Moses, 
in· his life. He was of the .earth, earthy-a! man who and David, and ·of all thos'e in whose iiv~s God was 
lived without holding converse with the Skies. pleased to magnify Himself, you wiII find that there is 

And now this' evening we have the 'character of always 13. place for diyine grace to triumph, And the 
J~cob before us. A great cleal is said about the in-. biographer does not hesitate to tell the very worst. 
fluenc·e of heredity; and on the ground of the operation The truth is that Jaoob was a liar of the first order.; 
of the laws of heredity,' there ar.e those who. would -and when you say that of 9- man \you say the very 
excuse almost any ·and every evil as being an inevit- worst you can say.of anybody. Because· it is of no 
able fruit of'some natural predispositio.n for whioh the value to say that a man is amiable; that he has many 
individual is no.t l'esponsible. The ·eugenists, on the attractive qualities; that his personal.ity is extremely 
other hand, wo.uldobviate the necessity of re~enera- winsome; and that in many.of the relationships of 
tion, of a seoond birth, by effecting the perfe'ction .of life' he is an .exemplary sort of person, if he has' this 
the natural .birth. In spite of these contentions, our one serious defect-that you can~ot believe a word he 
story serves to show that the operation of the laws o.f says. When you say that ·of a man, yo.U d~clar'e that 
heredity are very' uncertain; and that it is extremely his character has no ethical foundation; because a man 
difficult to foretell their influence up_on: human char- who is not truthful cannot be a good man. And that 
acter. For here are two men who are !lo.t only the' was .true '·of Jacob. In the story he told to. his blind 
sons of the same parent~, but ~hey are twm bro:thers- father, he told an unvarnished, unmitigated lie. The.re· 
and' yet they are as unlIke' as It would be pOSSIble for .. is no poossibili,ty of explaining it away. And yet, I pro­
two human characters to he. pos'e to show you this evening that God made' a place 

1. 

Our text tells us that as Jacob went on his way, the 
angels of God met him .. And when they met Jacob-­
THEY MET A MAN VVITH A RECORD-and it was a record 
of which no one oould justly be 'proud. It is useless 
to try to- excuse Jacob. If you !lead his story caref.ully, 
you will concI~de there is gr·ound for Moody's famous 
sayi,ng, that "we are a pretty bad lot". . 

It is.a most· interesting story, which illustrates the 
possibilities of divine grace~ But certainly Jacob after 
the flesh was not a ",ery promising subject. His whole 
history illustrates the truth o-f a v·erse of one of our 
hymns: 

"Ah, grace! into unlikeliest .hearts 
It is thy 'boa-st to come; 

The glory of thy light 10 find 
In darkest spots a home." 

If divine grace, a,t last, made 'a prince of Jacob, 
changing his name fram Jacob to Israel, and making 
him worthy of the dnheritance to which he 'had been 
called, there is hope for the very worst of us; for it 
would be difficult to find anyone whose moral future 
was less promising'than that of Jaoob the supplanter. 

To begin with, Jacob '{vas an untruthful man.' I have" 
heard ingenious ,expositors try to prove that J.acob 

for Himself in the life of even so ·evil a character; and 
ultimately transformed him, and made him wo.rthy ~f 
-the new princely name He gave him, and of the coven­
ant to 'Which he was made an heir. 

And, if I may communicate to you a little secret. 
I want to tell you that Jacob is strangely like yoP and 
me! We are not much better. "I said in my haste," 
sa:id David, "all men are liars." And you have all 
heal'd the old" Scotsman's ·comment, tha't "if he had 
Hved an our day, he would have said it at his leisure." 

And' you wiII find that society is organized on the 
assumption that men aore liars. That is a strange thing 
to say, but it is true. You will find that all the checks 
and baJoances of b.usi.nes~ are provided to prevent the 
modern Jaoobs from taking advantage 9f the modern 
Esaus. That is why you require your contracts in 
black, and wh~te. . The hi'ghest compliment you can. 
pay. to any man is to say that his wOl'd is as good as 
his bond. Jacob's word 'yas not. He was untruthful 
at heart. He told that which was not in accord with 
the facts of the case. . 

Furthermore, Jacob was actu,ated by dishonest motives. 
I suplpose'there are degrees of CUlpability in this matter 
of untruthfulness. Oliver Wendell Holmes has an 
essay, it is long since I read it, but I think its title is 
"The Ethics of Lying", in which he endeavours to show 
that Nature herself is a bit 'Of a liar; that the tree-toad 
i,s one of the arc;h-deceivers; and that' the. chameleon 

J 
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is by Nature equiped to ?ec,eive 'ev,erybo~y by.taking 
the color of its sarroundmgs. An~ deahng with the 
medical aspect, he justifies the doctor who, when a 
very neurotic patient says, "Now, doctor, tell me the 
truth. ,Am I ~oirig to' die?" gives him an ,evasive 
answer.' 

Be that 'as it may, Jacob lied for his own personal 
advant~ge, and without necessity. He declared him­
self to be his father's first-born, when he k,new he was 
not, in order that he might supplant his brother, and 
appropriate his fathet's blessing. ' 

Well" I am afraid that if :we-any of us--:-'Wet:e to put 
our character s'ide by side with Jacq-b's, we &hould 
find there ar'e spots in ou,r histo~y which wo~ld make 
no better reading than'that of Jacob. And when you 
read -this story-now listen-'-when you read this story, 
and pass unmeasured criticism upon the action of 
Jacob, just take time to be' thankful that yo~r life's' 
story has not '1;>een written down, by an unerrmg pen, 
so that lall men might read it. And at the same tIme, 
remember that by the Hand that wrote this story, the 
history of 'eve~y Life is being written, ~nd tha~ some 
day we shall be "judged out of those thl!l,gS wh~ch are 
written i'n the books." Perhaps these biographies are 
intended to serve as advance notices of the stories that 
will be read on the day when God shall open His 
books. For remember, we are speaking now of a single 
act in Jacob's' history; and it is unfair to judge a 
whole life ,by (I. single utterance, when the man is in 
a ba.d mood; when he is not quite himself; when he 
is specially stirred to an unworthy action. Fo: God 
will judge us with a true knowledge of the relatIOn of 
one act to another, and of the quality ,O'f the life' as a 
whole. ,/' . 

\i\Te, may observe further that Jacob was as ~uide a'l.ua!e 
to the attractions of this present world as Esau. Two 
weeks ago this evening I triep. to, explain to you that on 
one side of his nature, Esau was responsive to every ap­
peal-that to the world of things Esat; instantly madf! 
response; but there never was from him any r~sponse 
to the ,spiritual., Jacob loved th~ world of thmgs as" 
Esau did; and Il1ana-ged to st:cure a: good share for 
himself; for I iJ'ead that the land was una:ble to bear 
them. Jacob and Esau h~d to part company just as 
Abraham and Lot did, because the it riches in cattle 
were so great. Jacob wa:s just as well off, just a-s rich, 
as, Esau was. And when we say that Esau "for' one 
morsel of meat sold his birthr~ght," we must never 
forget that the "morsel of meat",' ~<;>r . which he s?ld it. 
was Jacob's, and that he, bought It ~t the highest 
possible pil'ice. 

Somebody says, "There are people in the churches 
to-day, who are just as keen business men as 
you can find anywhere; and I ts:now multitude'S of 
prof~ssing Christia!ls who say th~y look 'for a cit,Y 
which has foundatIons, whose' budder and maker IS 
God,' but they are as keen in their race after the 
dollar as any man I know." That ,is perfectly true­
and some of them are a little more keen. Jiacob '\-vas.' 
He was a shrewd business man; and he has a good 
manv successors,' after the flesh, in this city in whi.ch 
we liv'e. 

I'would have vou, therefore; weigh these two char­
a.cters in the balince. Measuring Esau on the 'natural 

plane you find him a generous and considerate. s.on 
and brother; that he is poss,essed of ma,ny. qualttles 
which call forth Y'0ur admiration. The one thmg about 
him is that he 'never bows his kne'e, th11t he makes no 
response whatever to God. ,He is a profane man; he 
is 'ess'entially a man of the world.. But as you ~tu~y 
the character ,of J.acob' you will observe that, whIle m 
the, beginning he is just ~s worMly as Esa.u. is, ~nd t~at 
he lacks many of Esau s attra(~tIve quahtles, 1~ ~plte 
of it all, he is awake to another wo.rJ.d. And It IS of 

. that a!\V'akening I want. now, in a word, to S'pe~k. 

, II. , , 
"And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God' 

met him." WH~N JACOB MET THE ANGELS OF GoD, HE 
'RECOGNIZED THEM, ,AND 'MADE RESPONSE TO THEIR 
ApPEAL. And this is true' of every man-fhat ;tS we go 
on our 'way the angels of 'God meet, us. Tbe Bible is 
full of the ,stories of the ministry of angels. "Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for 
them who shalll be heirs ,of salvation?" "The angel of 
the ,Uor.d encampeth round, about them that fear him. 
and 'deliv,ereth them." "Angel" means, messenger. 
And we aU meet 'at some time or another-somewhere 

, along the road of our pilgrimage-we all meet messen­
gers fro.m the other world: It is true 'O.fevery man, and 
of every woman, ahd of every boy, and ofev·ery girl-­
that as we go on our way, somewhere the angels of 
God will meet us. Not that they necessarily appe,ar in 
any supernatural way. The messenger of .God ~ay 
be a ,godly mother, or a godly iather, or a pIOUS wIfe, 
or a spiritually-minded husband: the messenger of (-,:od 
may be a little child just dropped down from the punty 
of heaven: the messenger of God may be a,'eloctor. or 
an undertaker, or some devastating plague: .the mes­
senger of God may be a faithful preacher, or,a Sunday-

'school teacher, or a tract-distr:ibutor, .o,r some strange 
providence that orders your life lin a particulaT .direc-, 
tion. But re'member this, "God leaves nDt ,Himself 
without witness." .. He will be justified, when He 
speaks, and' dear whtiii'He jud,.ges;'and every. mouth 

,shall be stopped, and all the world become gUIlty be­
fore God. But He will not alilow any man, or any 
woman, to ~o on his way without sending an ang'tl to 
meet him, to teLl him the wa:y in which he should go. 
God will leav,e, I say, everyone of us withou,t excuse 

,for assuming that this present materIal world is the 
on·ly worM. He will see to it that some messenger 
comes to us fr:om beyond, to tell us of'that'which lies 
'behind the veil 0.£ sense-of a life which' is more than 
the life of the body; or' a Hfe !Which is not bounded by 
the grave. God's mess'en'gers will come. And when 
they came to Jacob, Jacob recognized them. 

J acoh's family 'history had been written by the 
angels of God. His grandfather, Abraham, had "ente'r­
ta'ined angel's unawares"; and ,ere they I.eft his tent 
they made him a promir,;e that a son should he born., 
And in due time -Isaac, that child' of laughter, the chi1~ 
of !promise" came to bless Abraham's lif~; and by the 
fulfilment of that promise, Jacob himself lived. ' An" 
at a later time, when Isaac was laid upon the altar, a,nd 
Abraham had stretched forth his hand to slay his SO',tt', 
'it was,the V'oice of an angel that said, "Lay not thin'e 
hand upo,n" the lad." And still later it was an angel of 
God who went before Eliezer into the ,£a,r country, to 
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seek ·the WQman whom God had appointed to be Isaac's 
wife, and to' bring Isaac and Rebecca together. 

Jacob's history' had been written by the angels of 
God-and so has yours. If we' could but read the 
pages of the' past, there. is not one of us here t.his 
evening who would hot see that we owe our very eX1st­
ence, this moment, to the intervention of messengers 
from another world. God has intervened; He has 
proved again and again that He is God, and beside 
Him there is none else. 

CQuid we not sing this evening? 

"0 God of Beth-el, by whose hand 
Tqy people still are fed; 

Who through this weary pilgrimage 
Hast all our fathers Led: 

Our vows, our pray-e·r.s, we now present 
Betore Thy throne 0'£ gr,ace; 

God of our fathers, be the God 
. Of their succeeding ~ace!" 

There' are men and women here this evening who 
would say, '''Sir, I know something of the religion of 
Christ. I heard it at my mother's knee. I was taught 
it in the Sunday School. I heard it at family worship." 
And in that day when you went on your way the angel 
o:f God met you! And I am her·e this evening to a~k 
you, how far 'your life's sto-ry up to the pr.esent 1S 
parallel to that orf Jacob? Have you recogmzed the 
angel? Have you listened to God's call? Have you 
madre any response to the appeal. of the spiritual world? 

, 
"It came upon t)1e midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 
From angels bendring near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold. 
Peace on the earth, good-will to men, 

From Heaven's all-gracious King! 
The' world in solemn stillness lay 

TO' hear the angels sing." 

"Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful ~ings unfurled, 

And still their heavenly music floats 
O'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lonely plains 
They l;>end on hovering wing, 

And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing." 

Have you any ear for the heav·enly music? w,m y.ou 
respond to the appe·al of the angel? 

I suppose the angels .of GQd met Es~u.· He could 
not live in his father's house where the altar had been 
built, and where Jehovah's nam,e was honored-he 
could not Bve in his father's house without being met 
by the angels of God. But, as I told you a week or so 
ago, Esau was fast· asleep. He ~as a "profane" 1l"I:an .. 

But when JacQb listened to the angels of God, when 
he recognized them as such, he began to part company 
'With Esau. That was· the' hour in which hi,s selfish. 
.scheming, unlovely soul began to be changed. And 
his face was set toward the things of Heaven in the 

. day that he· met and recqgnized the angels of God. 

And that is the day in' which we all begin t? be 
different; when first we make resp,onse to the hght, 
the appea:l, the call, of the spiritual world. . . 

Let me try to shoW' you where Jacob first recogmz-ea 
the angel. He was going away from home, and he had a 
dream. DO' you ever have dreams? Most of the~ are 
not worth writing down; many of them are attnbut­
able to the errors of the kitchen, very probably. And 
yet, after all, perhaps they cannot be wholly ignored. 
I remember reading somewhere of one godly man who 
was wont to analyze his dreams, and to humbl-e himself 
before God if he fou~d any .element of evil in the~; 
because he argued it could not be ~ woven int.o t~e 
visions of the night if it had nQt found a place 111 h1s 
thin~ing. And he believed it 'vyas out of memory's 
store that in the hour of unconSC1Ousness dreams were 
made. I do not know how correct he was, but at all 
events Jacob's dream was of the other wor.td. Whether 
we have dreams by night or not, I suppose w'e all have 
dr·eams by day.. And what do we see in our dreams? 
What picture do we conjuI'e up· ,before the mind? 
What castles do we build? What do we see in these 
experiences? Is it a dream of greater conformity to 
the image of Christ? Is it a dream porn IOf an 'earnest 
longing to be' God-like? A-nd out o·f tha.t, do YOll 
imagine the possibility of ascending the sk1es? And I 

do you anticipate the day when you shall be presented 
"faultless befoI'e the presence of His g.lory with ex-
ceeding joy"? . 

What was Jacob's dream? In his dream he saw "a 
ladder set up on the earth, and the· top o-f it reached 
to heaven." I~ his dream Jacob saw this world related 
to another: he saw a ,way out bf this life into another. 
And in his dream he heard a voice, for God stood above 
it and He splOke down the ladder to Jacob, and made 
him a great promise. And He sa:i-~, "I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of." It was as though He had-said: "Jacob, 
to.,night is the beginning of a severe discipline. To­
night is the beginning of a new life, and I am- going 

. to" do something for you. I am gQing to keep on, and 
on, and on, and I will never l~eav'e you until I have 
perfected you according to· my plan." He was a poor 
sample to .begin with; he was a poor character, I grant 
you; but that wa.s God's Woord to him:. 

Have you seen "the la~·er set up on the .ear,th an'd 
the top ·of it reaching to heaven"? How- many are 
there here this evening who really know how to get 
from this wocld into another? How many have heard 
One speak, saying, "I am the way, the truth, and the.' 
life"? The ladder was but a type, a sy~blOl, a prophecy 
of the Cross. And Jesus said to Nathanael, "Because 
I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fi'g tree, believest 
thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these. Here-

'after ye shall see h&aven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of man." In 
'other words, He said, "Nathanael; I am Jacob's ladder; 
I am the way to' God; and the angels will minister to 
YlOu through Me." . 

Have you seen heaven open? You 'may be conscious 
of the earth and aLl that is in it, just as Jacob was I 
But if you have seen heaven open; if you know the 
way to' God-that is conversion; that is the beginning 
of a. new life; the angels of' God 'have met you; and 
you have recognized them as divine messenge~s . 

I 
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III. supplanter. In New Testament language, cenversien 
So. far, so. geed! New, just a werd er two. to. shew is the time when a man's sins are fergi-yen;when.they 

yeu that THE ANGE~S eF GeD NEVER LEFT JACOB, UNTIL a'l"e washed away by the bleed ef 'Christ; when he is 
THEY HAD BROUGHT HIM TO THE ANGEL-the Angel of justified from all ungodliness,' and declared righteo~s 
the covenant; none other than the Lord Jesus Himself. .in Christ; and when the Spirit of God begins the .long 
And they' never left him until: that Angel, who. is the worlk o.f .sanctificatien, of transfermin'g him into. the' 
Angel, had had His .way, and had changed him frem image ef the Lord Jesus. 
the wretched, igneble, supplanter, into. a prince, who. But when the angels met Jacob, the net result ef 
had power with 'Ged and with men. . . their first meeting with him was to. secure a premise 

Is there a .disceuraged Christian here this evening, ef the tenth .. After the great promise ef the cevenant 
who. says, "I have made so little pregress. I ence. was made, and Ged had said, "I will,net leave thee,_ 
theught I was a Christian; but r still discever defects until I have done that which. I have speken to. thee;'~, 
of character are with me; and i wonder sometimes if, Ja.ceb vewed a'vow, saying, ~'If Ged will he with me; 
'ever I shall be able to. put eff the ~ld man, and put on and ~ll keep me in th~s way that I go, and will give 
the new"? I want to. tell you in Old Testament speech .me ~read to. eat, and.ralment.!e put en, so.· that I co. me 
how God werks in the Lives of His chosen. / agam to. my father's heuse m peace, ~hen shall the 

The angel's had rather' a difficult time w!th J aceb. Ler~ he my Ge?; and 0..£ all that theu s~a:lt give me 
I!e was an unpremising 1ump of clay; and lie required ' I wtl·l surely 'glve the tenth unto thee.·# ~fter Jthe 
a goed deal of kneading with the fists of Ged befere sermen, yeu see, the angels .. teek up a cellectIen; and 
he was fit to. yield an instant respens.e to the delicate all that they get was a ten~h. And that may be mere 
manipulatien ef the fingers ef the Divine artist. But than the .a?gels get f,rom s~me of us! B~t there was 
there came a time when this hard, unyielding, man e.f· a recelgnttIen ·o.f ~d ·ev~n -m ~emperal thmgs. J aceb 
the earth Ibecame really as the 'clay in the PeUer's began to. ~ake {~ed mte hiS busmess, as a ~esult ef that 
han.d; and He -m.etilded him exactly to. His liking,. and first n;teetmg wllth the angels.' . 
made him at Ias't\.what He wanted him to. be. Follew him to. Padan-aram yender; study the story. 

And I suggest to. you that we must net be discour- ef his years w.ith Laban; and until; he comes back 
aged if we have great difficulties. I knew a man some again to. met his brether, Elsau. Threugh all these' 
years ago, who. was over sixt.y. He had been a pre-" years Ja.ceb has been really a diff.erent man. He was 
lessing' Christian fer abeut ferty years. He' was a far frem being ·an idle man; He was still a shrewd 
righteeus man. So. eften when I dealt with him-fer man of business. He knew how to. make 'a bar,gain, and 
he was 'a deacon ef the ·church of which I was .paster- hqw to advanltage· himself -in every situatien .. He was 
when I dealt with him, I theught of that Scripture, s.till wi-de awake to the material werld about him, and 
"Fer scar,cely fer. a righ teeus man will ene die, yet per- yet yeu find Jacob bewing his knee to. Ged; pleading 
adventure fer a goed man seme weuld'eV'en dare to. the premise; belieVling in, the. covenant; leeking fer 
die." He was righteous rather than geod; and it was the blessing-he was a Sltrange mlixture! And ceuld 
a Kind elf righteousness that was not very attractive.. you have .seen ·him in seme 'stages of his history, you 

· He was hard and unsympathetic. Sometimes when \v·e weuld say, "I do net want a religien like that: I de 
had ~ deacens' meeting, and, when we weuld have the net want to. be like Jacob at all." Ah, but you must 
membe·rship of the church befere us-it was not this - net leok at the charaoter ef J aaob until Ged has fin-

· church~perhaps seme deacen weuld say; "Well, there ished with him. See what Ged can make eut ef a man 
is Mrs. So-an-So, she .has not been to. church fer seme like J aceb. PosSlibly'yeu 'and I need ·that· lessen. It 
time." And semebedyelse weuld say, "Well, vetl may be th~t we ar·e no. levdier than he;'and that g,race 
knew, she has a familv ef little children." "That will have just as difficult a rruiniSitry making us over 
'should Diet make any difference," said my righteeus into. IGed's pattern. ' . -' ' . 
~riend, "my wife had a family; they wt:re breught up And there ·comes a time when J;aceb, in respense to. 
m the chut:'ch; we were never absent frem church." God'IS call, rturns his face' hemeward. Back there is 
He could net unders.tand why anybedy s·hould he the ,brother he h~d wrenged: there is the man fmm 
a'bsent .. Strangely eneugh, he ha-d had DlO sickness in whem he stele the blessing; there is the man whem 
h~s family .. The children, up to that time, had caused he cheated by a lie--and he is geing ·.back to. meet him. 

· h}m no. anxiety. He ha.q liV'ed a secluded. and sheltered "And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of Ged 
lt~e. There came a day, how eyer, when God struck met him." They have not left him. 0, the marvel 'of 
him. There came a day.when ,God laid him lew; He it! They never left him. "And when Jaceh saw them 
~egan to. knead him, to. break him up, and mix hiD,l up h~ said, This is God's hest; Ged is with me sti11.'~ 
hke a lump 'of clay .. And I saw that man, in two or And then he hear-sthat Esau is ooming to. meet him' 
three y~ars, grow more than he had grewn in forty;, and he is filled writh· .fea·r. He has an idea how h~", 
years .. Q. what a change ther~ was w?en the ;'\ng~l weuld' feel if he were·in Esa-u's pl'a!=e. And so he gets ) 
t~k him m '~a~d, to. make a pnnce of him!. He IS still dewn' befere, ,the Lord, and he begms to. pray that the 
ltv:mg, and With every year you.can see more and mere Lerd will deliver him, and the mether with the chil­
ef the tenderness and gracieusness ef Jesus. He is dren, from the hand ef Esau. 
'beceming more' and ~0re princely all the ti.1ll;e. . . Bou! reme-mbeT, ja~eb has made some pregress du.r­
. yv ell, no~, O?nyerSlOn IS net the end, my fnend- mg hiS absence; fer If yeu read the .story yeu will find 
'It IS the begmnmg. - In Old Testament language, con:- that as he ,spreads his complaint -before the Lord and 
"versien is the t,i'!De when the angels of Ged take held ,urges his peti1)iens upen .His grace, he says, "I a:~ not 
<of a man, and ~ndertake to. make a prince out ,ef a 'werthy 'ef the least ef- aU the mercies, and ef. all the 

/ 
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truth, wh,ich thou hast showed uilto' thy servant; fo·r Jacob to urge 'anybody to' take anything fmm his 
with my staff 1 passed over this Jordan; and nQw 1 hand? But now that God has conquered in his life, 
am hecome two bands." his hand is open, and his heart begins. t'O lov.e some-

And grace has dqne something .for a man who thus body -else than himself; and generously he wants to 
recognizes God. The angels have' done something .for share his weaLth with another. 
a man who, when: alone with God,exc1~ims, "I am Read at your leisure ,the seq'uel to my ~tory, in part 
not worthy of the least of all Thy mercies." at !least-the thirty-fifth chapter. Y;ou will find that· 

The res.t is settled 'Over tl).e ford J abbok. iThe angels JaCQIb is 'walking and talking with God. He now lives 
bring him to the ·place which God had pl'anned long in communion and fellowship wi,th God. The angels. 
ago; and he finds himself alone ~n Hds presence. "And 'are with him; and his eyes are open all th,e ti~e; and 
Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with while ibis feet are upon ·earth his spirit is in heaven. 
him (not he with the man) until the breaking of the In New Testament language, he is now in the heaven,ly 
day." And the Man was the Angel of the' oovenant- . p!la.'ces; "Blessed with all sp.iritual blessings in heavenly 
none otlher than the Lord Himself. places in Chrast." .• 

And the meaning' of the story is· just this: It is as And now 'just a glimpse 'at the sunset scene when 
though God- had said, "Jacob; I have been waiting fol' Israel 'comes down to Egypt. Joseph brings his sons 
you a long time; I have s.ent my angels; I have given before him-M'anasseh .and Ephraim. "And Israel 
my angels ·charge over ,thee, to keep tlhee in all thy . stretched 'Out his right hand, 'and laid it upon Ephraim's 
ways: thou hast been pros·pered;in a thousand particu- head, who was the youpger..'.' And yo.u all remember 
lars; and now, 'at last, Jacob, r have something to say his testimony: "And he .bless·~d Joseph and said, God 
to you. I have come to meet Y'ou here to determine before wlhom my fath~rs Abraham and Isaac did walk, 
who i's going to be LlOrd." "And there wrestled a ,the God which fed me all my !Life long until this day, 
Man w·itlh him." We often .turn ·to that storY"as an the angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
eXa.'?lple of prevailing prayer. I know that JacQb said, lads." Viewing his life in retrospect, he says, "The 
"I will not let thee go exceptr thou 'bless ~e." But Angd has been wi.th me ala the .time; I recognize tha,~. 
have y'OU ob'served how Jacob ·got the blessmg? All . every good and perfect gift cometh .dow:n from ahove. 
those years Jacob had been walking in his own waY', And at last when he pronounced a blessing upon his 
and putting his w.m against God's; and, God had been' own sons, he said, "The sceptre shall not -depart from 
dea}ling witl~ him. But. now the ~ngells ar~ su?ceeded Judah, nor 'a lawgiver fro.ni between h~s feet, until 
by 'a M,an,' and the gnp of Ommpotence IS la'id upon. Sh,iloh come." And, like hiS father Abraham, "he re­
him.; aQd God demands, "Surrender 1 Surrender I" joiced to see Christ's· day: he ~aw it and was glad"; 
Jacob tried to wrestle, but when .the Man saw th.at he and said-I think, in his heaT,t-'~N.ow I know the 
prevailed not against him He touched the hoUow of meanino-.of the ladder: now I know that Someone is 
his thigh, and Jacob's thigh was ·out of joint. And coming hfrom the skies, to. redeem them that are under 
th'e l,imping Jacob prevailed 1 the law, that we may receive the adoption .of sons." 

"And now," s'aid theLord, "I will change thy name: I have spoken thus to maJk.e it dear that it means 
Thy name .shall be caliled no more Jacob, but Isra~l, 'more than ;putting up your hand in a meeting to be a 
for as a pl"1I1Ce, hast. tho,~ power With God, and ":Ith Christian; that it ·means far more than making a re­
!"en and ~~st pr.eval1ed.. .The way to be s~verelgn ligi.ous .pr.ofess.ioll-it means yielding ourselves to the 
"In the. spIrntual realm IS to sur.rend~r to the o~Iy hand of the Po,tter; giving o~rselves to -the Angel of 
?overelgn; the way to b~ a .,:onqueror IS tc? be a sub- . the .covenant, that in His own time. and in Hi~ own 
Je?f; the ~y to be a k10g IS to be obedient to .the way. He may redeem us from all evi!l. 
Kmg of k1Og~. ; . What is the difference fietween J a.coband Esau? 

And I must tell you. why .. ~e ~>oes that f<?r .a~l Of tiS Only this, th.at Jacob ·recognize9. the 'angels; he listened 
b.dore .r :,lo~e. So~etlmes ~t .IS 10 the· hos~ltal, some- to the messengers froom the sJ<.ies, and gave himself to 
tImes I~ IS 10 a bus~ness cnSIS, and sometimes ~ome- their ministry; while Esau heard nothing but the 
where else-but sooner· or la.ter, eyery true chIld: of v,oices of the world. And that is aU the diff·erence be-

. God.co!,-".es to t~e'p1ace where.the .Man mee~s him: tween rui,n and redemption; between de·ath and lif.e; 
and It IS .determmed wh~ther hIS -wIll or God s shall between hell and heaven. When .the Angel meets you, 
be done. \ and the voke of the gospel comes to you-what answer 

. ?id it m.ake·any di!ference! Look a.~ thi.s bargair;- will you make? . 
dl'lver as he leaves hl'm, halt10g now, 11mp1Og .on hiS 
thigfh, a lame man-Jbut yet a prince! . 
. "And Jacob lifted up· his eyes and Ilooked, and, be­

hold, Esau came." And he said, "Whart: meanest thou 
by all this drove which I tpet?" And Jacob said, 
humbly, "These are to find grace in tJh'e sight of my 
lord." ,But the generous Esau answered, "I have 
enough,' my brother; keep that thou hast unto .thyself~" 

I am not. surpI1is·ed that Jacob sho~'ld send those 
. pl"esents to 'buy favor with Esau! He knew hOlW pur­
chasable he had always been. But that .is not the line 
.of the story. I' want to ·emphasiz·e. Rather, it is tbis: 
"'And ~e urg!!d him.'! Did any,body .. ~v·er 'b~fbre know 

LA·ST SUNDAY AND NEXT IN JARVIS STREET. 
• The att~ndance at the Sch&ol last Sunday mor1J.ing 
was 1,519. Dr. Stockley's messages were character­
ized by deep spiritual power. Three responded to the 
invitation at the morning servi~e, and five in t~e 
evening. ' 

The Pastor, whoi has been in Oklahoma City for ·two 
weeks, will preach next Sunday .morning and evening, 
reaching home in time f.or th~ Satu~day ev.ening prayer 
service. -', . 
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tEbi .·Ve1nton .lijltt~t· Wttnt~~ 
T,hese pages, 9 and -10, . are the official ·organ of the Union 'Of Regular Baptist Churches ,in Ontario and Quebec. 

33'7 JarV;is Street, T·oronto, C~nada. 

SHE~STONE MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

Preceded by ·a week of :prayer and be­
ginning Sunday, October 26th, two weeks 
of special meeting·s have been held in 
Shenstone Memorial B-aptist Church, 
Brantfor~. Rev. W. F. Mesley, of the 
South Zorra Church, .preached on the 
first Sunday evening, and each 'succeed­
ing night of the' week fonowing. With 
:much power he delivered ·God's message 
to the people .with attending blessings. 
One y.oung man confes.sed Christ 'as 

Saviour and God's peop,1e were encouraged 
and strengtp,ened in the faith. . 

The foll<!wing Sunaay morning Rev. 
A. J. LeWIS, our returned missionary., 
spoke to the Btble School concerning his 
work in Liberia, and brought the mes­
sage at the morning service. At the 
evening ser.vice, and again on the follow­
ing evening, Rev. W. J. H. Brown of An­
nette Street Church, gave a ,stirring mes­
sage. On Tuesday Dr.. T. T. S-hields, of 
Jarvis Street, delivered a masterly ad­
dress on the value of prayer. The Lord 
was presen~ at that. meeting in great 
power. At Its conclUSIon ·almost the en­
tire audience went forward for consecra­
tion and an inspiring prayer service fol­
lowed. On .. Wednesday evening, Rev. 
James ,McG}nlay, of 'Centl'al Baptist 
Church, London, spoke· on "-Gideon's 
Three HUIJdred'~, showing ·how ·God can 
use a few chosen ones to do a mighty 
work. Rev. T. J. Mitchell, of Wortley 
Road Church, London, tau.ght the' Bible 
S-chool lesson to. the teachers and later 
gave a great- message ,on revival On 
Friday evening the past'Or, Rev. F. A. 
McNulty, .brought the closing address 'of 
this series of services .. Great blessing 
has fo.Ilow~d this special effort. Since 
the conclUSIOn of the servi·ce.s, two more 
have taken ~heir stand for Christ. On 
Sunday evenIng, November 16th follow-

. il}g a ~eart-searchingGospel &,p~eal de­
IIYered by th~ pastor, another young 
ma~ came forward confess!ng Christ 'as 
SaVIour. In' the morning of the same 
day an interesting event took 'OIace when 
for the fir~t tim~ i~ the church's history 
a? out-g.omsr mISSionary brotber gave 
hIS farewell message. Mr. Gladstone 
FranklIn was heard wi~h great interest 
and at the conclusion of his talk .was 
:presented with a cheque :f.or seventy-five 
doUars 'by the members of the church. . ... . . 

. BOSTON. 
Friday evening,' November ,14th' a 

largely attended missionary ralJy :and 
farewell wa·s held in the Boston Regular 
Baptist Church, Rev. W. E. Atkinson, of 
Toronto, presided. The speaker:s were 
R~v .. Gordon and Mrs. MeInsh and Miss 
~mnI.e Lane, our missionaries-elect to 
LIberIa, Rev. A .. J. Lewis, and also Mr. 
~ladstone Franklin, of Brant:f.ord,· who 
IS soon to leave for work in Central Am-

W. 'GORDON BROWN, Editor. 

erica. Hearts were touched as these mis- his. friendship with the members of the 
sionaries brought words of lnsp!ration church in Stryker, Ohio, where he was 
and encouragement. Representatives pastor some :f.orty-three years 'ago. On 
were 'present from Hartford, Walsh; Octoner 19th, Pastor St. 'James took the 
Scotland, Burtch 'and several other services in this church and on the folloVi­
centres. ing day lectured on Roman Oatholicism. 

On the following Sunday evening, at The Lord blessed the meetings and the 
the close of a powerful sermon by the people were rejoiced by the messages 
pastor, Rev. A. J. Loveday, on ~.he "Cruci-· given. The rest of the time of Pastor 
fbc:ion", a young husband and wife re- St. James' absence from his church was 
sponded to the invitation. The church is spent in creating interest among our 
praising God for the fact that four have churches in the w.ork among the four 
responded to the Gospel .message in the million needy French at our door. Most 
last four weeks and' is lo·oking to our 'Of the churches visited will take an offer­
G.od for still further -:blessing on the min- ing to help meet the financial burden of 
istry ·at Boston. St. lP.aul's Church. Pastor St. James, as 

• *. •• o·pportunity· affords, will gladly com~ and 
ESSEX. address our churches. . 

Th h h t E . d . I November 16th was 'a full and great 
e c urc'a ssex receive a speCIa day at' St'. Paul's. At the morning serVl'ce 

blessing on Wednesday evening, Novem-
ber 12th, when Rev. James McGinlay, Rev. J. Dantheny, preached and eight 
of Ce.ntral Church, London, was present were baptized, six ·of these ·being recent 
and delivered a stirring and Inspiring cOl?-verts, from Rom~ism. 'T,hey will 
Gospel message. Two persons professed UnIte With the Beneficent Ohurch. ~he 
Christ 'as Saviour and the members ,of Sunday School. was the lar~es~ WhICh 
the church r.eceirved fresh ins'piration for has asse:mbled I? the new bUlldmg. At 
the work. On the fo'1Iowing evening Rev. the evenIng serVIce !In urgent appe~l was 
T. J. Mitchell, 'Of Wortley Road Church, ma;de ~o all to dedIcate themselve~ ,'and 
London, was present and gave a. great' aU theIr talents wholly t~ the serVIce of 
message on reviViaI. . The. Lord blessed the Master. . 
the word spoken with the salvation of' On Thursday evening, November 27th, 
apother sout On Sunday evening, Nov. the. last Oana,dian farewell m~eting .to 
16th, the church at Essex :had anotber be held· for our three out-gomg mIS­
day ·of renewed fellowshIp and spiritual sionaries to· Liberia 'will take .place . in 
growth. The pastor baptized five people Montreal. T'he three IRegular Ba.pbst 
among the number a young boy and hi~ Chu~ches 'Of tha~ <;ity will ~nite i~ St. 
father. The Lord is surely blessing' the Paul s Church buIldmg for thIS serVIce. 
work in the churc'h here.' * •. * • 

, ..... 
·ORDINATION SERVICE. MOUNT ALBERT. 

A recent report contained the news of Runnymede Road B-lllPtist O~urch, Tpr­
encouraging services which have been onto! was. the scene of ~n mterestmg 
held at Mount Albert during the ,past· llerVlce on ':!'uesda.}", ~ovem:ber 18th, when 
·few .weeks by Pastor W. 's. W.hitcomhe, our ,0Ut-gOliIl.g m:ls~lonary, Re~. Gordon 
of 'Baker' Hill .and Second Markham MellIsh, was o!d.amed to the work of. 
churches. Some time ago a 'ba,ptisma!l the Gos·p~l, mInIstry. A good crowd 
.service was held .at which one person g~th~red m ~he II;fternopn to hear !lUI' 
from the Sixth Line Ohurch. and five mI~sIOnary give hIS statement of .faith, 
from Baker Hill anei' Mount Albert c'on- whIc·h wlI;s acc·epted. by ·the council .. In . 
fessed Ohrist ·accordIng to' His command. the. evenmg our ?r!lther was PUb~Ic1'y 
Th.ose from Mount Alibert united in mem- de~I~ated to ~he spe~Ial work of ,Christ s 
bership with the Baker HilI Church. The mInIstry. T,hIS service took the ~·orm of 
attendance at 'the services has been most a farew_ell to R~v" and Mrs .. MellIsh and 
encouraging, and while no lar.ge numbers a .gre'at. gathermg crowded th~ thur~e 
have profess:ed ,Cihrist, lIl.eyertheless a t!> hear these young p~o.ple brmg theI_ 
real work ,has been 'accomplished ouring messages, o~ cOl}sec;I'atIon and appeal.. 
this. series of services. It is planned' to May God s ble~·smg rest u·pon them as 
continue a Sunday service during the they ,go for~h. to be our messengers to 
coming months. Let us pray that 'God's those who SIt m darkness. 
abundant blessing may rest u·pon this •••• 
-endeavour and that He may continue to MAPLE G:{lOVE. 
do a saving work in the hearts of those On the first Sunday in November, Rev. 
w.ho gather.. • • ... . ' W. E. Atkinson 'accompanied Stl1dent­

pastor 'C. S. M'cGrath to the Maple Grove 
Baptist Church 'V'{here they had the joy 
of giving the right hand of churCh fellow­
ship ,to five new members: Of these three 
were -baptized in the recent special meet­
ings, one woman came by letter and one 
man joined 'on experience. 

ST. PAUL'S, MONTREAL. 
Recently Pastor St. James, of St. 

Paul's Bi-lingual B-a'ptist Ohurch, Mont­
real, took a weY earned res-liite and 
visited the Hes·peler Conference 'and' the 
London ,Convention. He also renewed 

,. 
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REMEMlBER. life. In the' afternoon the song-service \ Recently a new work has been com-
Our Missionaries, Rev. Gloro'On and was led by Rev. Melchie Henry, ·and a menced among the J·a·panese in a district 

·Mrs. Mellish and Miss Minnie Lane as' heart-searching address was given by adjoining the-Mission. The Sunday School 
they embark on the Alaunia on Novem- Rev. J. H. Peer, of Woodstock, on the l' t' 'th thO .. t h 
bel' 28th. Pray for them as they say church at Ephesus. Then followed pray:- he d In con~ec Ion WI IS ~mms ry as 
good-bye to their loved ones; pray for er and a testimony ,meeting. grown durIng the pa~t month froJr~ an 
jo:urneying mercies; pray that 'all 'bag- The evening session was :of an evap.gel- attendance of five to an attendance of 
gage will be safely. carried; pray that istic character. Re'V. A. ~illigan, ,Hamil- twenty~seven, for which the workers 
arrangements may be com~ortable and ton; Rev. W. Dodds, Hamllton; and Rev.. G d . 
that the necessary shopping in England J. H. Peer, of Woodstock, took part, while. praIse. our 0., . 
will be facilitated. the special address concluq~ng with a,n DurIng the week the pastor conducts 

. ... ... .... appeal to the unsaved was given by llev. a prayer .meeting at Nicomen Isla,nd on 
COMING CONFERENCE. C. J. :J:.oney, 'V'{,ho spoke from ~eb~ews Tuesday' night, with a .prayer meeting 

b 12:13, 14, on A Well-Spen; LIfe. A'M' .' W--" d . B··bl S ... ·d Remem er the Conference meeting to special feature of the evenIng eervicl:l l~ ISSlon on .,...nes· ay, ale vu. y 
be held at Mitche1'l,Square 'on December was the singing, in their native language, Course for th.e young people ·on Thul's-
6th for the :benefit of the churches of of the Indian' 'brethren present. Each day night; and a young People's Society 
the Mitchell Square district. .speakers Church was well .represent~ and .. the in Mission on Friday night. ' The young 
from TOl'oonto and other places wiH' be evening congregatIon practIcally fIlled I' S" . 11 
present. Because of the importance of the 'buIlding. These meetings must surely ~eop e s . OClety IS ~specla y enco~rag­
the 'Conference to our people and the in- prove 'a greaf stimulus and a source of Ing, 'haYIng an ~ctlve membershIp of 
fluence it may have in the commun'ity let blessing. about thirty-five. There is also a young 
us remember it in 'prayer, and let as .......... . 
many as possible be present to enjoy people's meeting at Nicomen Island on 
this spiritual feast. HUGHSON STREET ANNIVERSARY. Thursday evening. -

... ... ... ... The Hughson Street Regular Baptist' The pastor asks s'pecial ·prayer· for a~-
MR. AND MRS. DAVEY. Church, of Hamilton, last' Sunqay cele- other work in a town 'about two miles 

Mr. and Mrs. Davey replied to the cable brated its forty-third anniversary. Rev. distant, where the minister expects to 
t "f th C' t' d th . d W.; F. Mesley, of Zorra, .brought two I t th d f th d th"" . sen rom e onven IOn an au or.Jze powerful messages. Large. congregations eave a e ~n 0 e year an . e~e IS 

by it in the following words: "Greet- were present morning 'and evening. In talk of ClOSIng the church. ThIS IS a 
ings reciprocated. Rejoice ,good news. 
Preparing houses." Reading between the the evening one sou-l came back to God Swedish Baptist Church, and our Brit-
words we know with what joy the word and many were under convic~ion. of sin. ish Columbia friends al'e end·ea'Vourj~g to 
was received by our miSSionaries that In the ~f.ternoon Re.v. W. F. 1\'Iesley secure it for the Regular Bantist 'Con-

. ft' brought. heart-searchIng messages to ' . . -
reIn orcemen s were co,mmg. those who gathered at the :Sunday School ventI on of B.C. They wlll try to carry 

... .... ..... service. Members of Hughson Street feel it on (with the ,help of a lay 'preacher) 
. ALTON CONFERENCE. ;hat the ;results. of these. servIces 'are in c·onjunction with the Mission' City 

The diqtrict conference held at Alton Just .the fIrst-fruIts of a nch harvest. of field Matsqui where this work is situat-
F 'd """" ft d' N preCl'OUS souls. Next ,Sunday evemng ! . ' 

b~r ~is~y !a:rnooi an evenmg! ~!em-. ,three will. follow thei'l' Lord in baptism. ed, IS qUIte a large settlement With no 
~,pIift a~d ref~st:~ ~~ 1h~atd!fel~~t:~ ~ughson Str~et reporl;s als~ encou:-ag. other q~s·pel testimony. The 'arrange­
T.he afternoon was largely -devo~ed. to' 'mg; results In the ehlldren s m.eetIngs ments WIth respect to. this" ministry are 
prayer and praise with a s'hort talk by WhICh,. are :i?-eld every Wednesday after- as yet in their elementary stages but 
M JB 11 'f 0 '11' noon ;by MIsses Cole and Gads.by. The '.. . . , 

r .. , ~'m~s e, o. rangeVl e, on the work on the Guelph hi-ghwayat .Bridge- the people of M1ss10n are praying that 
_ Chrlstl.an s. separation fro.~ the wor)d.· view .in char,ge of Brother R.· Potter' is God will definitely"lead in this matter 
FoUoWIng the afternoon servIce the ladles 1 'b ". bl --" S' 1" b' ' d .. ". . of.the Alton Churc!t provided 3upper, and. a ·so eInj1:.'. esst:U~ "·ou s are emg saye ~nd .that they may J)~ used .In beanng a 
thls gave opportunity for a time .of social and the fnends of the work are a~ki~g contmued Gospel testimony In this place. 
fellowship ... , , . . , the Lord for funds to erect. a .mlSsi<!n .. 

For the evening service th h h house. T·he church. asks an Interest In 
filled' .and the meeting 'w~se ~:;:ed w~; o~r prayers for these worthy causes. 
a'spirit of earnestness and power. Mr. ...... * • 

WORK IN B.C. 
O. L. Raymer, of Toronto, led the sing- • 
mg, and sp·oke briefly. Members of the 
H'illsburg Baptist Church provided 
special music. The main address of the 
evening was given 'by Rev; W. J. H. 
Brown, of Annette Street. Pastor Brown 
Qutlined the purpose of these district 
conferences and ,gave gl'eanings of the 
recen.t Convention held in London. He 
t~en Impx:essed u'pon his hearers the pres­
SIng sp!r.ltual needs of the hour, a spirit 
of humIlIty and of prayerfulness, Ii true 
knowledge of the only saving Gospel and 
'a 'burden for s·ouls. ,Tho.se present felt 
that this conference should indeed mark 
the !beginning of 'a spiritual forward 
movement in the Orangeville, and Alton 
district. 

Word has been received recently from 
Mission City, B.C., where the Regular 
Baptists have a church under the minis­
try of Rev. George R. Dawe, a former 
student of the TorontDBaptist Seminary. 
The church at presen~ has a membership 
of thirty-nine, :but there is ·a .good op­
portunity for further extensions of· the 
work in the town ·and surrounding dis­
trict. Two church services are held each 
Sunday and there an active Sunday 
School is· carrying .on its regular work. 
On .sunday afternoons the pastor -minis­
ters' at another Ba'ptist ,Church 'at Nir.o­
men' Island some ten mil'ell distance. 
This church has a membership of five 
onoly b,ut the attendance avp.,.-ages be­
tween .thirty and forty every Sunday 
with a Sunday School attendance of 
about the same number. This work is 
carried on among the farmers of the Is­
land, with no town within four or five 
miles. of the church. ,God has 'been 
greatly 'blessing'the cause here of late, 
and the :people are expecting dE'finite 
d~cisi,on.s for Christ. Special prayer is 
needed for this !branch of the work. 

* • * ... 
HARTFORD CONFERENCE. 

A conferenc"e of the churches of Boston 
Scotland, Burtch, Medina, and Hartford 
was held at Hartiol'od <!n Thursday, No­
vember 20th. The mormng session under 
the leadershi-p of Rev. A. J. Loved'ay of 
Boston, was devoted mainJ'y to pray~r. 

An address was given by Rev. W. T. 
Farr on the deepening of the spiritual 

Change of Address. 
Rev. H. S. Bennett "is at present resid­

ing'in Toronto and may Ibe addressed c/o 
58 Gormley Ave., Toronto 6. 
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WHOLE BIBLE SUNDAY' SCH-OOL· LESSON . . . 

COURSE FOR .1931 
, 

Genesis, chapter 28 to Leviticus, chapter 5. 

issued by 

THE BAPTIST BIBLE UNION OF NORTH AMERICA 

We 'Publish Ibelow an outline of the Sunday School Less·ons in the Baptist Bible Union Whole Bible Course :for 1931, 
prepared by Dr. Olive·r W. Van Osdel, of Grand Rapids, Mich. .The Comments for the senior classes. will be written for 
The Gospel Witness by Rev. Alex. Thomson, B.D., as for the past three years. 

1. 
2. 
3 . 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

• '8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

'12. 
·1~. 

14.. 
1-5. 
1-6 .. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20'. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
2'1. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32: 
33. 
34. 
3'5. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39 .. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51.' 
52. 

Jan. 4th-JaCQlb's Ladder ......................... : .......................................................... . 
" I1th-Jaco·b and baba~ .......................... ~ ............................................ : .. : .... . 
" l'Sth--Jacob at Bethel ........ ~ .................... \ ..................................................... . 

. " 25th---Jacob at Mahanaim .....................................•................................... : .. 
Feb. 1st-Jacob's Snare ....................................................................................... . 

'e 8th-J acolb and J ehova:h ....•....................................... : ............................... . 
'e l.Pth~oseph, th'e joy 'of Jacob ............................................................ : ....... . 

.,e 2,2,nd~,oseph the Servant ................... ~ .......................... ~ ............................ . 
Mar. ls.t-Joseph in Prison ........ : ......................... : .............................................. .. 
". 8th--J oseph's Exaltation ..................................... ~ ..................................... . 
,e 15:th-J oseph, the Pr·es'erver .............. : ........................................................ . 
" 22nd--'Joseph and. BenJamin ......................................................................... . 
,e 29th--Joseph's Revelation ............................ : ....................... ~ ................... : .. . 

Apr. 5th-Jacob's Last J'ourney ........................................................................ .. 
" 12th::......Jacob's Ex:altatio~ ................. : ..................... ~ ..................................... . 
" 19th~aeoi>'g. Farewe·ll Message .. ~.; ..... :: ........ :~ .... :: ......... ~.: ....... :~ .... :~ ....... ~ ...... ~. 
" 26.th..:....jli~0J>'s· ,Prophecy ........... : .............. :: ........ ; ........ ; ... , .. : .............. ;.; ......... : .. . 

!\faY" 3rd--Jacob's ·Funeral ....... ; ...... , ...................... : .............. : .. , ... : ............... ;." ........ : .. . 

'Genesis \ 

" .. 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ". 
" .. 
<I. 

i, 

" 
" 10th·--'Israel's Bondage ........ ; ........ : ... : .... ~ .... ~ ........................... ; ...................... - . :Exodus 
" 17th-The Birth 'of -Moses .............................. : ............ ; .............. :................... " 
,e 24th-The' Call of M'oses ...............................................•................................ 
e, '31s:t---The Excuses of Moses .......................................•................................ I 

June 7th-Pharaoh Defies God ............................................ : ......................... : .... . 
e, 14th-T.he Conflict .......................................................................................... . 
" 2I1st----.M,oses Refu~es to Oompromise ....................................................... .. 
,e 28th~T.he Passover ......................................... : .................. : .......................... . 

July, 5th-What God Required .......................................................................... .. 
" l'2th-The Salvation ,of the Saint ........... h ...... .t ........ ; ......... ! .......... ~ ........... . 
,e 19th-Tihe .Song of the ·Saved ....... : ............. : ............................................ : ... . 
e, 26.th--;The M'anna fro,m, Heaven ...................................•................................ 

Au.g. 2nd-The Roek in .the Wilderness ........................................... : ................ . 
II 9th-JethJ:-o and the Jew ............ : ... , ....................................................... : .. . 
,e 16th-From Li'berty to Law ................... : ....... , ....... ~ .................................... . 
'c· 23rd-T:tie Law of Mose·s .................. ~ ..........................•.............................•.. 
e' 80th-The Judicial Law .................................... ~ ..........•................................ 

Sept. 6th-The Tabernacle .................................................. M ................................ . 

" . 13·th-The Curtains of the T·aibernacle ....................................................... .. 
" ·20th-The Brazen Altar' ............................................................................... .. 
." ·27:th-The Garments ·of ·the Priests' ............................ : .......... ~ .......... ." ........ . 

Oct. 4th-The Consecration of the Priests ...................................................... .. 
" 11th~T·he Altar of Incense .............................. : ................................ : .......... . 
" 18th-The Sign ofith~ lSabbath .......... ':, ........................................................ . 
" 25th-The Broken Law ........................... .-..................................................... . 

N·ov·. lst---The Prayer of Moses· ......................................................................... . 
" Sth-T·he Renewed Com·mission .............................. :; .................. : .. ; ........ :. 
" 15th-Lib.eraI' Givin.g ........... : ......................... : ...................... : ...................... . 
" 22nd-The Ark of the· Oovenant ........................... : ... , ................................. . 
" 29th-=--The Tabernacle Erected .. : ..... : ................ ~ ............. : ........ : .................. . 

. Dec. 6th-Christ, the' Burnt Offering .............................. , .............................. . 
". 13th-Christ, the Meal-offering .................. .-... : ........... ~ ..... : ......................... . 
" 20th-Christ, the Peace-offering ................................... : ......... : ................. : 
" 27th-Christ, the Sin-offering; ..................... :-; .. : ...................................... , .. ~ 

, . 

) 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ". 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Leviticus 

" 
" 
" 

Chapter Golden Text . 
28' v.15 
29 v.20 

30,31 30:27 
·32 v.28 

33,34 33:4 
35,36 35:11 
37,38 37:3 

39 v.2 , 

40 v.8 
41 v.44 
42 v.21 
4>3 ·v.29 

44,45 44:33 
46 v.3 

·47 v.2.7 
48 v: 16 
49 v. -10: . 
'50. v.20 

1 v.12 
2 v.10 
3 v.14 
4 v.11 
5 .v.1 

6,.7 7:5 
8-10 9:16 

11,12 12:13 
13 v.3 
14 v.13 
15 v.2 
16 v.4 
17 .v .. 6· 
18 v.9 
19 .. v.18 
20 v.20 

21-24 ·24:17 . 
25 Iv.22 
26 v.1 
2'T v.16 
28 v.36 
29 v.44 
30 v.8 
31 v.3 
32/. v.26 
'33 14,1'5 
34. v.28 

'35,36 3,5:5 
3"1,38 37:9 
'39,40 40:3'8 

1 v.2 
2· v.9 
3 v.17 

4,15 5:~5 
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Baptist Bible Union Lesson Leaf kind may not he dev:oid of profit. In) Selling the birthright, (vs. 29-34). An 
relation to Ishmael we were before in- interesting and well known incident .is 

Vol. V. No.4. formed, (17:20, 21:13) that God had recorded in these closing ve~ses in which 
REV. ALEX. THOMSON, EDITO_R .. pronlised ogre·at things for him. He was there is portrayed the character of each 

to beeQ~e fruitful, ~o 'be multiplied ex- of Is'aa!!'s S'OlliS, and from which there 
Lesson 50 December 14th, 1930. ceedingly, twelve ·princes was he to be- may be derived some valua·bIe lesso}!s. 
_ Fourth Ciluarter. get, and he was to become 'a great na- First, in reference to the nature of the 

ESAU SELLS HIS BIRTHRIGHT. tion;anQ. this geneal.ogy enlightens us transaction: "And Jaco'b soct pottage; 
Lesson Text: Genesis, Chapter 25. concerning the fulfilment of God's word. and' Esau came from the field and he was 
G Id T t "A d' E d The :nrinces ·and the nations are men- fal·nt. And E·~au saI'd to Jacob, Feed me o en . ex : n sau sai , Behold, .:; 'd .. 

I am at the point to die; and what bone"" a1).d eVI ence is given of the fact I .. pray thee with that same rea pottage; 
profit shall this birthright do to of Ishmael's posterity, their ~ndepend- for I 'am .faint ..• And Jacob'said, Sell 
me?" Gen. 25:32. en~e andgreatne~, 'and all att!lsts the me this day thy'bir.thright." (vs. 29-31). 

1. ABRAHAM'S GENEALOGY, falthfulnes.s of Goa's word. He IS a Goo' And Esau sold his. birthright that day 
(vs. 1-11). Who is omniscient and omnipotent. He unto his brother Jacob. The transaction 

Several things .are worthy of note in is the God of the impossible. Emphasis seems simple, yet it, had serious and 
this section. . The first is that. of' A'bra- may be 'laid upon the neces.sity and 'bless- far-reaching consequences. The 'hirth­
ham',s marriage to Keturah. !'Then edness of trusting Him implicitly and right implied the eventual heads'hip of 
again Abraham to'ok a wife .and her of believing His V[.ord at all times. the family, religiously, ·and socially, and 
name was Keturah", (v.':!). The time .of III. THE GENERATIONS OF/ISAAC, meant· also the receipt of the larger por- . 
this marriage is not stated, bu.t it must (vs. 19-34). tion of the .inheritance. The birthright 
have occurred some cOlliSider8lble ti'me therefore was of real significance, ·and 
before the death Qf the patriarch, as the Birth of Esau and Jacob, (vs . .19-34). of· great value. T.he 'birthright was 

f th" Id Isaac was of mature age When he was Esau's on ·account ·of ·hI'S prl'orl'ty of bl'rth, sons '0 IS 'umon were 0 ·enough to. be 'ed t R b k h '- . . f t s.en.t away bef.ore his death. The names marrl 0 e' e a: ,;uemg or y years but he delioberately forfe~ted i~s .privi-
f

old, (v. 20). And Rebekah was ba·rren, I . h' t t' It . t I"k 
o these sons are given, (vs. 2-4), mak- (v. 211), a .very .severe disappointment to eges m t IS ransac IOn. . IS no 1 e-
ing clear the fact that this uni'On was both of them no doubt, and a con- ly that this acti·on altered his mann:er ·of 
more fruitful than that with Sarah. B'ut dition which led to pra~Ter. ..And Isaac living, or even affected his position in 
Isaac ·the fruit .of the former union was" the home. Doubtless that whicb Jacoh 
th . II d' t d' h intreated the Lord for ibis wife, 'because sou"'ht w·as not the material advantage, 

e one specla. y' eSlgna e m't e cove- she 'was .barren: and the Lord -was in- '" I 
nant. This we have noted in ·previous treated of .him, and Rebekah his wife con- but the spiritual b essings -which was at-
lessons, and it is here made manifest ceived." It is of interest to note that tp~~~~et.hereto in Une with the covenant 
in Abraham!s attitude concerning .his both Sarah and Rebekah, the chosen of 
property. "Abraham gave all that he God for the perpetuation of the covenant Little things betray character, and in 
,had unto Isaac", (v. 5). Isaac was the people, were barren, .and that in hoth ca~- this transaction the same is disclosed in 
direct heir of his father, and the chan- es God wrought s.pecially in bestowing reference .to bo·th yQung men. Es·au is 
nel of bles'sing for the ages. The others the necessary power. Before the birth of seen as the ·man of the wor.rd, earnal in 
were not to be . left out, 'hQwever, and the. twins Goo made a remarkable :state- his outlook, seeking to gratify his fleshly 
unto them .gifts were' given, ·and they .ment concerninj!" their future, (v. 23). appetite at the expense of his s·piritual 
were .sent· away· fr.o·m Isaac, while Abra- which was' fulfilled' in the nations 'Of nature. We are told that he "despised 
ham was yet alive, (v. 6). .They ,were Israel .and Edom. 'l'he 'birth is then de- his birthright", and the Holy Spirit in 
thus dealt with justly and wisely, and scribed, (VB. 25, 26), The future· char- the New Testament designates 'him a 
fulmre tr.ouble was ·avoided coneerning acter of J.acob is here seEm. in type. The "profane 'person", (Reb. 1-2:16,17). He 
the distriob1,ltiQn of the property on the age of Isaac at this time was three score evidently realized the folly of his con­
dea.th of A'braham. years, so that these sons were 'born twen- duct later, 'but it was too late to avert 

The death and Iburial Qf Abraham are ty years 'after his :marriage. the consequence. He had sold his future 
then recorded. No details 'are given of blessedness .. He is a ty'pe of the world-
the last days of the patriarch. Such in- Home life of Esau' and Jacob, (vs. 27, ly person who is :barteri·ng 'away his 
for.mation would have been 1nteresting, 28)'. We are not given much informa- s.piritual ble'ssing for the fleeting things 
but it is not es.sen·tial to the 165.son, and tion concerning the. home life of this f t' J b' f t h . t . ..' h d .. . famI·I ... , 'but that WhI'ch l·S stn,ted' leads us 0 Ime. 'acO" IS'O an oppOSI e c 'arac-scnp ure IS sparmg m suc· escnptlve.T ~ t H' . htl d • I' t " 

tt W . f ed h to belI·eve there was ·.a· dI·Vl·sl·on .. of ft·ffec- er. e IS rIg y name, ·supp an er . ma ·er.· e are In orm , owever, of ... ·He is ·a schemer, yet he. ,ha:s an eye to 
the age of Abraham; he was "an hundred, tion on the pa·rt of the parent!1. ·and this the spiritual. He is a man of faith. It 
threescore and fifteen years", and .he always ·means trouble, and causes un- h d b h . d . h' d 
"d' d . d ld Id d .ha·PPl·ness. We are fl'rst l·nformed· of th:e a ee.n 'prop eSle concernmg' 1m an Ie In a goo Q age, an 0 man, an his posterity that th:ey -would be served 
full of years; and was gathered to his ~owth of the boys. and their occrupation. by the older 'branch of the family, and 
people", (vs. 7,8). NO'te h'is sons, Isaac Esau was a "cunning' hunter, a man of undoubted;ly God ;meant h~m to .gain the 
and Ishmael, bu·ried him in the cave of the field'; and Jacob was ill plain man, bl' f h ..... th . ht B t h 
\lachpelah, in'the field of Ephron the dwelling in tents". -At birth there -was essmg 0 t e· ,ulr rIg·. u e was 
I\on of Zohar the Hittite, which is before a contrast; in occupation there was the not directed to gain it in this manner. 
Mamre," (v.9). Death .brings together same; and in their ·general attitude and He valued the blesslng, but he ought to 

f d· . d' actI'ons a dI'frerence l'S als·o ~een. Not~ have waited and :received it in God's per.sons 0 Iverse v!ews an disposi- ,,<: H· ty f th f 
tions, .and for the time being, and some- the characteristics of the.se two occupa- way. e IS a ,pe 0 e persons 0 
times permanently, its influence settles tions, and the impUcations .of the .state- faith ·who seek to 'bring blessing through 
di'sputes and restores friendships. In ments. The division of 'parental affec- fleshly effor~s and' ·schemes. 
this case Ishmael, the one who had been tion leaning to favouriti-sm j;s denoted in In th:e application of the les·son these 
cast out of the home unites with Isaac, the statement that '''Isaac loved Es·au. two young men may be taken as types 
the one on w,hose account he had been hecanse he did eat of his venIson; 'hut of classe.s of persons in the present day, 
cast out, although 'Possibly this was only Rebekah loved Jacob". .sometimes chiId- and the transaction itself may 'be in­
out of re-s·pect to their father, and did ren take after one pare·nt more tb·an ·an- structively used as typical of an experi­
not imply ·anythi·ng deeper. After the other, manifesting 'the eharacterfstics ot ence in the s·piritual realm. Many· per­
death of .A!braham ·God !blessed Isaac. that' paren·t to a greater de,.,-ee than the sons are bartering away their s·piritual 
The son of Abraham was now the head other and that may have 'been the CR.se birthright for something that is of less 
of the covenant family: And he "dwelt 'here, leading in ~eat mellJsure to this worth than a mess of pottage. They 

. by the wen tahai-roi (v.U). Note the favouritism; for the givin·g of venison are putting the,flesh ·before the spirit. 
faithfulness of God and the working out to Isaac on the 'Part of Esa'll' cannot ·be I Note the price being .paid in appetite, 
of Hi!.' plan. God's sovereignty and the full explanation of the incident: pleasures, and sins, and the consequences 
man's fre'e will are seen together. other matters w-ould ·also enter in to it. now and hereafter. The lesson may also 
II. ISHMAEL'S GENEALOGY, Not.a ·the evils arising from this division I he studied from the standpoint of the' 

(vs. 12-18). of affection in the home. All members, testing of the spiritual man, with the 
The consideration of names is not aJ- of the family' should receive the same I tem'PtatiQn to. the flesh to intervene in 

ways interes·ting, but 'a study Qf this treatment. .spiritual matters. 


